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Gloucester shire’s 
Ben Wells retires 
due to illness 

Pakistan 
condemns 

Herat 
terrorist 
attack

Taliban officials 
blamed Da’ish 
for the attack

Mehtab Pirzada 
ISlAmAbAD: Pakistan on 
Wednesday strongly con-
demned yesterday’s heinous 
terrorist attack on a mosque 
in Herat, Afghanistan, result-
ing in loss of lives and inju-
ries. At least six people in-
cluding imam of the mosque 
and a three-year-old child 
were killed in the attack, 
with local residents claim-
ing the minority Shia com-
munity had been targeted. 
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Washington reaffirms 
support for Pakistan’s 

security challenges

News desk

WASHINGTON: The United States has 
once again reaffirmed its support to Paki-
stan in its fight against terrorism aimed at 
protecting its citizens and protection of hu-
man rights. “We support Pakistan’s efforts 
to combat terrorism and ensure the safety 
and security of its citizens in a manner that 
promotes the rule of law and protection 
of human rights,” US State Department 
Principal Deputy Spokesperson Vedant 
Patel said in a press briefing on Tuesday. 
Responding to a question concerning the 
need to strengthen Pakistan’s defence ca-
pabilities, the spokesperson highlighted 
“shared interests” between Islamabad and 
Washington. “Our partnership with Paki-
stan on security issues includes, of course, 
a high-level counter-terrorism dialogue, 
funding robust counter-terrorism capacity, 
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LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif interacting with workers and their families at a 
luncheon he hosted in their honour on the occasion of International Worker’s Day. – DNA

State Dept spox highlights “shared interests” 
between countries. He says bilateral partnership 

includes military to military contacts

Expects accountability from India

Briefs

Bilawal promises 
pay raise in Sindh 
and Balochistan

Nazir siyal 
KARACHI: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has reiterated his 
party’s resolve to continue efforts for workers’ 
welfare. Addressing a ceremony in Karachi on 
Labour Day, the former foreign minister said the 
PPP will raise the salary of workers in Sindh and 
Balochistan in the budget. The elite business-
es run because of workers, he said, adding that 
they should be rewarded for their hard work. 
“The PPP made a historic increase in salaries 
and pensions.”It ended the anti-labour policies of 
dictators,” Bilawal maintained. He also assigned 
Raza Rabbani the responsibility of activating the 
labour bureau. The PPP chairman said: “The pub-
lic-private partnership projects in Sindh remained 
successful. “The Pakistan International Airline 
(PIA) should be run under a public-private part-
nership instead of privatization. “The finance min-
ister is  praising our private-public partnership.” 

PM Shehbaz 
vows to increase 

salaries in budget

abid raza / dNa
lAHORE:Prime minister muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Wednesday said that they were fully cognizant of the value of 
the labourers and workers in the national economy and stressed 
upon the wealthy, businessmen, investors and industrialists to 
prioritize improving the conditions of the workers.  Addressing 
a gathering of labourers and workers from different sectors at 
his residence in connection with the observance of Interna-
tional labour Day, the prime minister said that the country’s 
economic situation was challenging but they were striving to 
turn it around, with collective efforts and sincerity. He said that 
Pakistan would soon become a powerful country through the 
functioning of a fair system and on the basis of hard work by the 
employers and the employees including workers. The prime 
minister said that the government was striving to bring 
about substantial changes in the national economy and to 
recover billions of rupees being wasted due to corruption. 
Referring to his recent visit from the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, he said that Crown Prince mohammed bin Salman and 
other leadership desired to see Pakistan moving on the path 
of progress.  The Saudi business and investors’ delegation 
would soon visit Pakistan which would increase businesses 
and job opportunities in the country, he added.  The prime 
minister said that in the upcoming fiscal budget, they would 
try to provide further relief to the labour class.  Calling upon 
the business people and well-to-do class, the prime minis-
ter said that they should also think beyond their families 
and businesses and invest in certain education and health 
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Says Pakistan would soon become a powerful 
country through the functioning of a fair system 
and on the basis of hard work by the employers 

and the employees including workers

New loan

IMF team 
due on May 
15 for talks 

Both sides will 
first hold technical 
level talks and later 
policy level parleys 

will be held

Faisal sheikh

ISlAmAbAD: The gov-
ernment of Pakistan and 
the International mone-
tary Fund (ImF) have set 
a schedule of talks for the 
new loan programme and 
an ImF team will reach 
Pakistan on may 15 in this 
regard, reported report-
ed a private news channel 
on Wednesday, quoting its 
sources. both sides will 
first hold technical level 
talks and later policy lev-
el parleys will be held. 

Continued on Page 06
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RAWAlPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Asim 
munir met his british counterpart General Sir Patrick 
Sanders, where the two discussed measures to further 
elevate bilateral defence relations, the military’s media 
affairs wing said on Wednesday. In the meeting, which 
was also attended by CGS-designate of the UK Army  

General Sir Roland Walker, both sides “discussed matters 
of professional interest and measures to further elevate 
bilateral defence relations”, the Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said. The army chief thanked Gen Sanders, 
the chief of general staff (CGS) of the UK Army, for his 
services in enhancing bilateral military ties and felicitated 
Gen Walker on his nomination as the UK Army’s next CGS, 
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COAS, UK counterpart discuss 
measures to elevate defence ties
both sides “discussed matters of professional interest and 
measures to further elevate bilateral defence relations

Amid economic crunch

PTI demands full 
court minus CJP

Glaring disparity in treatment meted out to Khan, 
Nawaz exposes reality of double standards: Khursheed 

IHC judges letter

khayaM abbasi

ISlAmAbAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
expressed dismay over the conduct of Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) during the Supreme 
Court’s (SC) proceedings on the issue of 
meddling by intelligence agencies in judicial 
affairs and demanded a full court except CJP 
to hear the matter on daily basis. Speaking at 
a press conference here on Wednesday along 
with Gilgit-baltistan former chief minister 
Khalid Khursheed and PTI Core Committee 
member Advocate Abuzar Salman Niazi, PTI 
Central Information Secretary Raoof Hasan 
said that the meddling in the judicial affairs 
was a very serious issue but unfortunately a 
spectacle was staged in the apex court the 
other day. He demanded that the matter 
should be heard by full court consisting of 
the existing judges of the top court to de-
cide the issue as per the constitution and law 
of the land but the CJP should disassociate 
himself from the bench because he could not 
do justice. Raoof said that the six judges of 
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Kundi hails PPP’s 
role in uplifting 

labourers
Says PPP has always 

represented labourers

adil shaheeN 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) central information secretary 
Faisal Karim Kundi on Wednesday 
hailed the party’s role in uplifting the 
labourers. Expressing his thoughts 
in line with International Labour 
Day, Kundi asserted: “The PPP has 
always represented the labourers 
and underprivileged segments of so-
ciety. The credit goes to the PPP for 
increasing the salaries, pensions, and 
privileges of government employees.” 

Continued on Page 06

Police foil terrorist 
attack at check post

shaMiM shahid 
DERA GHAZI KHAN: Police foiled a 
terrorist attack at Hazrat Omer Farooq 
(Jhangi) check post on Wednesday in 
which seven police officials sustained 
injuries. According to police sources, 
15 terrorists attacked the Jhangi po-
lice checkpoint with rocket launch-
ers, hand grenades, and laser light 
guns in an attempt to take control of 
the checkpoint. However, police offi-
cials, under the leadership of Incharge 
Check Post Sub-Inspector Mohiuddin, 
retaliated and forced the terrorists to 
flee due to heavy retaliatory fire by 
the police As a result of the retaliation, 
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Dar reaches 
Gambia to 
attend OIC 

summit
OIC member states 
to meet in Gambia 
from may 4 to 5

ForeigN desk

bANJUl: Deputy Prime 
minister and Foreign min-
ister Ishaq Dar Wednes-
day reached banjul, 
Gambia where he will be 
leading Pakistan’s delega-
tion at the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation’s 
(OIC) upcoming summit 
wherein he will raise the 
issues of Gaza and Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK). 
“I have now arrived in 
Gambia to represent Pa-
kistan at 15th Summit 
in addition to holding 
bilateral meetings with 
dignitaries from member 
countries attending the 
Summit,” Deputy Pm 
Dar said in a post on X.

Punjab police 
need reforms: 

Gandapur
Says Punjab police 

remained instrumental 
in worst poll rigging 

bureau rePort

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief minister 
Ali Amin Gandapur said on 
Wednesday the Punjab po-
lice needed reforms, and 
the problems could not 
be solved just by donning 
police uniforms.  Ali Amin 
Gandapur, while speaking to 
Dunya News, said, “If I pin-
point something, everyone 
starts criticising me. Every-
one knows what’s economic 
and employment situation 
when the PTI government 
was in power and how the 
PDm performed in its pre-
vious and present regime?”  
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
chief minister said mere lip 
service would not work. 
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PESHAWAR: Unaware of 
the mammoth rallies taken 
out on International labour 
Day in Pakistan, mustafa 
Shah-a 30 year-old poor la-
bourer of Nowshera district 
was busy like a honeybees 
in completion of the as-
signed task of wheat har-
vesting before the sunset.
 the sun started sitting 
down behind Kohay Sufaid 
mountains at Peshawar, 
mustafa accelerated cut-
ting of wheat on 10 acres ie 
Rs10000 per acre contract, 
asking his brothers Amanat 
Khan and Abad Khan be-
sides five other labourers 
to hurry up to complete it 
well on time.
Known as Speen Khan, 
the motivated labourer ob-
tained a wheat harvesting 
contract includes its cut-

ting, threshing and storage 
and worked in two shifts to 
support his five members 
family in the wake of un-
precedented price hike in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
“Following the demise of 
my father, Shamas Khan 
due to blood cancer, I had 
discontinued my education 
after metric and started 
different labour jobs includ-
ing building construction, 
wheat harvesting, fruits 
selling and transport to 
meet household, health and 
education’s expanses of my 
family. “I also closed my 
small general store shop 
after it was swept away by 
2022 devastated floods in 
River Kabul. later, I have 
purchased a rickshaw with 
financial support of my 
mother and was succeeded 

in returning Rs5lac loan ob-
tained for treatment of my 
father,” he said. 
Enjoying a cup of black tea 
brought by his brother un-
der a Shisham tree with his 
fellow labourers after com-
pletion of the task, he said 
that these day he prefered 
wheat harvesting due to 
high profit margin compare 
to other labour jobs.
”‘Purchasing of own trac-
tor-thresher was my dream 
but could not materialize it 
so far due to financial con-
straints,” he said and urged 
the provincial government 
to give interest-free loans to 
labourers so that they may 
establish their own busi-
nesses.  like mustafa, Abad 
and Amanat, hundreds of 
thousands of labourers 
were engaged in wheat 

harvesting, bricks kilns, ag-
riculture, construction and 
trees plantations besides 
otters works in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, thus contrib-
uting to the country’s eco-
nomic development. 
Professor Dr Ejaz Khan, 
former Chairman Interna-
tional Relations Department, 
University of Peshawar said 
that Ist may is a significant 
day to remember and paid 
glowing tributes to all those 
labourers, who worked for 
the economic prosperity, and 
development and sacrificed 
their lives for Pakistan.  The 
day was being observed in 80 
countries in the world includ-
ing Pakistan to pay homage 
to the great services of the 
labour community.   year, In-
ternational labour Day was 
observed in memory of the 

Chicago workers killed by po-
lice while protesting against 
long hours duty and low 
wages in 1886.  The theme 
of this year was ensuring 
labourers’ safety and health 
at workplace in a changing 
climate. In Pakistan, Ist may 
was officially declared as 
public holiday after it’s inclu-
sion in the first labour policy 
devised in 1972.
From Chitral to Karachi 
and Kashmir to Gawadar, 
mammoth rallies, walks  and 
seminars were held in all cit-
ies of Pakistan highlighting 
plights and achievements of 
the labourers. , transporters, 
traders and labourers unions 
held rallies and walks in all 
35 districts of KP by holding 
placards and banners with 
pro labourers slogans.—
APP

labor Day- A glowing  tribute  
to workers of Pakistan

Interior Minister visits HQs 
of the Pak Coast Guards

Nazir siyal

KARACHI: Federal minister for 
Interior mohsin Naqvi visited the 
headquarters of Pakistan Coastal 
Guards in Karachi today. mohsin 
Naqvi saw the items to be seized 
during the anti-smuggling opera-
tion at the headquarters of the Pa-
kistan Coastal Guards. minister 
Naqvi also inspected the bus and 
van seized during the anti-smug-
gling operation. DG Pakistan 
Coast Guards brigadier Ghulam 
Abbas briefed about the seized 
items and the routes used for 
smuggling. Federal Interior minis-
ter mohsin Naqvi was also shown 
the hidden parts of the smuggled 
items inside the bus. Federal min-
ister for Interior mohsin Naqvi 
visited the monitoring room of 
Pakistan Coast Guards and ob-
served the surveillance system of 
the coastal areas through CCTV 
cameras.  mohsin Naqvi appreci-
ated the performance of Pakistan 
Coast Guard regarding anti-smug-
gling operations. Federal min-
ister for Interior mohsin Naqvi 
ordered the Pakistan Coast Guard 
to conduct intensive anti-smug-
gling operations and announced 
the upgrade of the Pakistan Coast 
Guard, saying that the Pakistan 
Coast Guard would be upgraded 
on modern lines. Coastal guards 
have an important role to play in 
anti-smuggling drives. Pakistan 
Coast Guards have to play a more 
active role to stop smuggling from 
the coastal areas. He said that 
despite less resources, the per-
formance of the Coast Guards is 
excellent. Federal minister for 
Interior mohsin Naqvi held an 
important meeting at the head-
quarters of the Pakistan Coast 
Guard. The meeting was attended 

by the federal interior secretary, 
senior officials and officers of the 
Pakistan Coast Guards. Federal 
minister for Interior mohsin Naq-
vi said that anti-smuggling opera-
tion is essential for the stability 
of the economy. Pakistan Coast 
Guards is doing excellent work 
for anti-smuggling. A lot of expec-
tations are attached to this force. 
At present, smuggling is destroy-
ing our economy. Earlier there 
was a belief and today this belief 
has become even stronger that 
only the Pakistan Coastal Guards 
can effectively stop smuggling. He 

said that Pakistan Coast Guards is 
directly related to the strength 
of the economy. The hard work 
of Pakistan Coast Guard will give 
stability to Pakistan’s economy.
The Pakistan Coast Guard is do-
ing a commendable job despite 
limited resources. The require-
ments of Pakistan Coast Guards 
will be met. This is our right 
and duty. In sh Allah, the en-
tire force will carry forward the 
anti-smuggling operation with 
full force.The interior minister 
was briefed on the profession-
al affairs of the Pakistan Coast 

Guards. In which the responsi-
bilities of the Coast Guards and 
the efforts made to prevent all 
kinds of smuggling, especially 
anti-drugs, were mentioned.Fed-
eral minister for Interior mo-
hsin Naqvi will be briefed about 
the professional training of Paki-
stan Coast Guards and steps tak-
en to prevent smuggling. Details 
of drugs, alcohol and other gen-
eral items were explained.  Ap-
preciating the professional per-
formance of the institution, the 
high determination, courage and 
efforts of the jawans, especially 

in the field of counter-narcotics, 
the Interior minister said that 
Pakistan Coast Guards is the 
only force performing its duties 
simultaneously on land and sea, 
which has an important role not 
only in peace time but also in 
any difficult and war situation. 
Therefore, the government will 
provide all possible support and 
necessary resources to make 
the Pakistan Coast Guards more 
active and strong. The federal in-
terior secretary and officials of 
the Pakistan Coast Guard were 
also present on the occasion.

Sacrifices of may Day
victims recognized

Solidarity processions on International Workers’ 
 Day held across Pakistan

staFF rePort 

 lARKANA : In larkana, a 
ceremony was organized in 
Government Arts and Com-
merce College on the occa-
sion of may 1 International 
labor Day in larkana, in 
which all the staff of the 
college participated. That 
we should value workers 
and workers and treat them 
with respect and pay them 
before they sweat.  This 
day we got as a result of the 
sacrifices of Chicago work-
ers, which is celebrated all 
over the world at the same 
time. On this day, let us 
stand with the workers and 
support their legitimate de-
mands because the workers 
are still oppressed today. 

Prof. Umid Ali Samteo said 
that the real purpose of 
may Day is to sympathize 
with the workers and give 
them their rights. Profes-
sor Abid Hussain bhutto 
said: We are all laborers 
who receive compensation 
for doing physical labor. 
We all should be aware 
of the problems of our 
workers. Professor Akbar 
Chandio said that histori-
cally, capitalists have been 
exploiting workers in every 
era and the same work is 
still going on today. Pro-
fessor Amir Ali Abbasi said 
that when we read the histo-
ry of workers in the world, 
it is full of oppression and 
oppression. Even in this 
modern era, there has been 
no improvement in the life 

of the elderly class.
 We should demonstrate sol-
idarity with the workers on 
may 1. should Prof. Aniza 
ran the program. On this oc-
casion, the students of the 
college also gave speeches 
paying tribute to the work-
ers. All the teaching staff 
of the college also partic-
ipated in the program.On 
the other hand, a rally was 
taken out by the Sindh 
Chandia Welfare Associa-
tion (SACHWA) in larka-
na under the leadership 
of the president of Sindh 
Chandia, Haji Abdul ma-
lik Chandio, who reached 
Shaheed benazir bhutto 
Press Club through differ-
ent routes of the city. The 
participants said that In-
ternational Workers’ Day 

has been celebrated for 
years, but unfortunately, 
even on this International 
Day, the welfare and rights 
of workers are not thought 
about. many government 
policies are made, but 
they are not implemented. 
The prices of commodities 
reached the sky, but the 
wage of the laborer could 
not increase, even though 
the laborer barely feeds 
himself and his children 
with his meager income, 
what can be a greater trag-
edy than that those whose 
day is celebrated are still 
working today. Speakers 
said that we demand the 
government to increase 
the monthly wages of lab-
orers and announce bene-
fits for them as well. 

Police foil attempt of supplying 
drugs at educational institutes 

 He said that the criminals involved in supplying drugs in the city es-
pecially at educational institutes would be treated with iron hands. 

mUlTAN: muzaffarabad police foiled an attempt of supplying drugs at educational institutes and arrested suppliers besides 
recovering drugs from their possession during a special operational launched here on Wednesday.
Keeping in view the ongoing rise of drug addiction among youngsters, the police launched a special operation against drug 
dealers to prevent drugs supply at educational institutes. The muzaffarabad police under the supervision of SSP Operations 
Arsalan Zahid, conducted a raid at Shershah Interchange and arrested Shahbaz Ahmed s/o Irshad Javed and his son Husnain Ali 
residents of Shekhupura.  The police recovered over three kilogram Ice from their possession which was going to be supplied 
at different colleges and universities of the city and took the car into custody. According to police sources, the arrested drug 
supplies have confessed that they used to supply drugs at different colleges and universities of the country. The police said 
that the criminals were history sheeters and already wanted to police various cases of drug supply. Holding a press conference 
on Wednesday, City Police Officer (CPO) Sadiq Ali Dogar said that police department was committed to eradicate drugs from 
the society and added that special crackdown and information bases operations were being conducted to prevent drug supply.  
He said that the criminals involved in supplying drugs in the city especially at educational institutes would be treated with iron 
hands. He assured that crackdown against drug peddling would continue on regular basis. —APP

Joint operation against  
water bills defaulters

PESHAWAR:Water Supply 
and Sanitation Peshawar 
(WSSP) and district admin-
istration Peshawar are go-
ing to launch a crackdown 
against the defaulters of 
utility bills.  A huge amount 
about of Rs.1.5 billion is 
outstanding against the con-
sumers of the company. Ac-
cording to an official of the 
company, in the first of the 
operation, the defaulters 
would be served with no-
tice and asked to pay their 
water bills and also clear 
outstanding against them. 
Otherwise, action would be 
taken against them under 
the KP local Government 
Act. In this connection, on 
the directives of the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Pesha-
war, a meeting was held 
with the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) in the 
chair. besides, officers of 

the district administration, 
directors East, and West 
of the Capital metropolitan 
Government, and WSSP 
attended the meeting and 
finalized the operation 
against the defaulters. The 
Zonal Offices of WSSP and 
Directors East & West of 
the Capital metropolitan 
Government Peshawar are 
issuing notices to default-
ers with their signatures.  
besides recovery of the 
arrears, an awareness cam-
paign is also being initiated.  
The services of religious 
persons like Khateebs and 
prayer leaders of masa-
jid are also being utilized.  
meetings with the local 
elected public represent-
atives are also being held 
to utilize them for creating 
awareness among the peo-
ple to deposit their water 
bills. WSSP is facing a finan-

cial crunch, which is affect-
ing the cleanliness and wa-
ter supply operations. The 
company has over 89000 
registered consumers out 
of which only 21000 are pay-
ing bills regularly and the 
remaining 68,000 are either 
defaulters or paying partial 
or sometimes. These de-
faulters also include those 
24000 consumers, who had 
never paid their water bills 
while the remaining 44000 
consumers are depositing 
their bills partially. Current-
ly, WSSP has huge arrears 
to the tone of Rs.1.48 billion 
against the defaulters, out of 
which Rs.700 million are out-
standing against those 24000 
consumers, who have paid a 
single penny in head of water 
bills so far to the company 
while the remaining Rs.780 
million are due against 
those who pay rarely.—APP

Governor 
emphasizes 
labors’ role 

in economic 
development
lAHORE: Punjab Governor 
m balighur Rahman empha-
sized the indispensable role 
of laborers in propelling Pa-
kistan’s economic growth 
and fortifying its stability. 
On the labour Day, he is-
sued a message acknowl-
edging the significance of 
the day  which is commem-
orated worldwide, including 
in Pakistan.  He extended 
his gratitude to all diligent 
workers, encompassing 
those engaged in  factories, 
mills, fields, and construc-
tion sites, who sustain their 
livelihood  through the hon-
est means. Highlighting the 
importance of labour rights 
and workplace safety, the 
governor urged  industries 
to prioritize the well-being 
of their workers. He em-
phasized the necessity of  
ensuring that laborers are 
accorded their rightful rights 
and that stringent safety pro-
tocols  are enforced across 
all workplaces.—APP

Speaker KP 
assembly 

highlights the 
role of labour 
mANSEHRA: On the occa-
sion of International labor 
Day, Speaker of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly ba-
bar Salim Swati Wednesday 
highlighted the pivotal role 
of labour in the national 
economy.  Recognizing the 
significance of labor Day, 
Swati underscored the ser-
vice rendered by the work-
ing class towards national 
progress and prosperity. In 
his statement, babar Sal-
eem Sawati emphasized 
the divine recognition of 
labour, stating that Allah 
Almighty has designated 
labuor as his friend, and 
urged for timely compen-
sation for their efforts.  
Swati reiterated the in-
dispensable contribution 
of laborers and workers, 
irrespective of their ed-
ucational background or 
skill level, in the develop-
ment of any country and 
society.  He commended 
the past efforts of the PTI 
government in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa towards the 
welfare and prosperity of 
laborers, assuring that 
such initiatives will per-
sist in the current admin-
istration.—APP

mPA 
demands 

improvement 
in laborer 
conditions

AbbOTTAbAD: member 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Assembly representing 
Pml-N, Amina Sardar, 
has highlighted the discon-
nect between the elite and 
the hardships faced by 
impoverished laborours, 
particularly regarding the 
understanding of inflation. 
Despite the annual celebra-
tion of International labour 
Day on may 1st, Sardar em-
phasized that the condition 
of laborers remains largely 
unchanged.  She expressed 
these sentiments in a press 
statement issued on the oc-
casion of International labor 
Day. Sardar paid homage to 
the labourers of Chicago, 
whose relentless struggles 
and sacrifices have ensured 
that workers’ sacrifices are 
recognized at least one day 
a year in modern times.  
She pointed out that the 
elite in the country is un-
aware of the challenges 
faced by labourers.—APP

minister Naqvi appreciated the performance of Pakistan Coast Guards regarding anti-smuggling. 
The Pakistan Coast Guard have to play a more effective role in anti-smuggling; mohsin Naqvi

PPP always 
represents 

workers, 
deprived 

class: Kundi
DERA ISmAIl KHAN:Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) 
Central Information Sec-
retary Faisal Karim Kundi 
on Wednesday said that his 
party always represented 
the workers and deprived 
class. In a statement issued 
here in connection with the 
World labour Day, Kundi 
said the provision of neces-
sities like ‘bread, cloth and 
house’ to the workers was 
the initial step towards the 
rights of the working class. 
He said that PPP founder 
leader Zulfiqar Ali bhut-
to even today lives in the 
hearts of poor people due 
to his pro-poor vision. The 
benazir Income Support 
Program (bISP) was also 
an attempt to end the dep-
rivation of the poor, Faisal 
Kundi mentioned. “When-
ever the PPP gets power, it 
increases the wages of the 
workers,” he said and added 
the credit for increasing the 
salaries, pensions, and ben-
efits of government employ-
ees also goes to his party. 
“Even today, our coalition 
government was making 
efforts to eliminate pover-
ty and get rid of economic 
challenges being faced by 
the country,” he vowed. He 
said the PPP has an exem-
plary role in protecting the 
interests of the poor and 
labor class in the Sindh and 
balochistan provinces. In 
both the provinces, Kundi 
said, the PPP governments 
were taking reform measures 
under the vision of bhutto 
Shaheed. The coalition gov-
ernment in the center was 
also making efforts to resolve 
the issues of workers, gov-
ernment employees, and 
pensioners, he said and 
added the people would wit-
ness the benefits of these 
policies soon.—APP



CAP marks 
16 years of 

heritage 
preservation

ISlAmAbAD, may 01 (AP-
P):The Citizens Archive of 
Pakistan (CAP) commem-
orated its 16th anniversary 
with a grand  celebration at 
the National History muse-
um, underscoring its stead-
fast dedication to preserving  
the rich heritage of Pakistan.  
Founded in 2007, the CAP 
has been at the forefront of 
safeguarding the nation’s 
history, culture,  and identity 
through its innovative initia-
tives.
The CAP’s pioneering oral 
history program, launched 
in 2008, stands as a testa-
ment to its commitment  to 
capturing the diverse narra-
tives that shape Pakistan’s 
collective memory. With 
over 5,000 oral histories 
and 600,000 images in its 
digital archive, the CAP has 
curated a treasure trove of 
invaluable resources for 
researchers, students, and 
the public. A notable high-
light of CAP’s legacy is the 
National History museum 
(NHm) lahore.—APP

Navigating Indus Water Treaty 

India’s Hyper-nationalism, 
Pakistan’s Water Challenges

Air marshal Asim Suleiman (Retd), President, CASS , reaffirmed Pakistan’s steadfast dedication 
 to upholding the fundamental principles enshrined within the Indus Water Treaty

saiFullah aNsar

ISlAmAbAD: The Centre for 
Aerospace & Security Stud-
ies (CASS), lahore, hosted a 
seminar titled ‘Navigating the 
Indus Water Treaty: India’s Hy-
per-nationalism and Pakistan’s 
Water Security Challenges’. 
The event focused on the heart 
of Pakistan’s socio-economic 
wellbeing – its water resourc-
es, and the challenges the 
Treaty faces due to the chang-
ing political dynamics in India.   
The seminar commenced with 
opening remarks by Dr bilal 
Ghazanfar, Associate Senior 
Researcher at CASS, lahore, 
who emphasised that cooper-
ation, not conflict, is the key 
to securing a shared water fu-
ture for the region. This was 
followed by a keynote address 
by Engineer Suleman Najib 
Khan, Convener, Water and Re-
source Development Council, 
who spoke about India’s water 
aggression and termed it as an 
ecocide in motion.  He added 

that there is no silver bullet and 
Pakistan must build the Indus 
Cascade for its water security. 
mr Ahmed Rafay Alam, an en-
vironmental lawyer, discussed 
the legal perspective on the 
Indus Water Treaty and high-
lighted the need for Pakistan to 

take a robust stance in defend-
ing its water rights and seeking 
international support to re-
solve disputes and ensure the 
implementation of the accord. 
The last speaker, Dr Hassan 
Abbas, a renowned hydrologist, 
framed the Indus Water Treaty 

as a catalyst for environmental 
peacebuilding. He promoted a 
holistic approach to water man-
agement, emphasising coopera-
tion, sustainability, and regional 
stability in the face of climate 
change and geopolitical challeng-
es. In his concluding remarks, 

Air marshal Asim Suleiman 
(Retd), President, CASS lahore, 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s steadfast 
dedication to upholding the fun-
damental principles enshrined 
within the Indus Water Treaty. 
He emphasised that as Paki-
stan’s eastern neighbour, In-

dia shares the responsibility 
for maintaining peace in the 
region. Therefore, he urged 
India to reaffirm its solemn 
commitment to internation-
al agreements and cautioned 
against any unilateral meas-
ures that could potentially 
jeopardise the Treaty’s in-
tegrity. Furthermore, he said 
that international institutions 
that played a pivotal role in for-
mulating the Treaty must step 
forward to safeguard its sanc-
tity and ensure its continued 
efficacy. The speakers pointed 
out that India’s hyper-national-
ism and unilateral measures on 
the Indus Water Treaty threaten 
Pakistan’s water security and 
peace, endangering the lives 
and livelihoods of millions in the 
region. They also noted that Pa-
kistan faces significant security 
challenges, including water scar-
city, climate change, and India’s 
assertive actions as an upper ri-
parian state. Therefore, the sem-
inar concluded with a resolute 
commitment to uphold the Trea-
ty and a fervent call to action for 
the international community.

Faisal sheikh

ISlAmAbAD: The ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology has decided to 
send the Competition Commission 
of Pakistan’s (CCP) proposal of revi-
sion of national cement standards for 
disclosure of “manufacturing/expiry 
dates” on cement bags to the PSQCA 
for deliberation in the Technical Com-
mittee. A CCP team, led by member 
OFT Saeed Ahmad Nawaz, held a 
follow-up meeting with Ali Tahir, Ad-
ditional Secretary (In-charge) of the 
ministry of Science and Technology 
(moST), to discuss the proposal to 
amend the National Cement Stand-

ards, making the ‘manufacturing/pack-
aging and expiry/best before’ dates on 
cement bags mandatory. The proposal 
was sent through a Policy Note issued 
on 7 march 2024 to moST and the Pa-
kistan Standards and Quality Control 
Authority (PSQCA).
During the meeting, member CCP 
emphasized the importance of these 
disclosures due to cement’s hygro-
scopic nature, noting that non-disclo-
sure violates Section 10 of the Com-
petition Act, 2010. He highlighted the 
current practice where manufacturers 
disclose manufacturing/packaging 
and expiry/best-before dates indi-
vidually on bags and collectively on 
bales for export but omit them for 
local products. He stressed the need 

for a collaborative control mechanism 
involving all stakeholders. The minis-
try pledged full assistance to the CCP 
in protecting consumer interests as 
mandated in Section 10 of the Com-
petition Act, 2010. It was decided in 
the meeting that the matter will be re-
ferred to PSQCA for deliberations in 
Technical Committee meeting, which 
is scheduled on 7 may 2024.  The par-
ticipants of the meeting also agreed 
with member CCP’s proposal of con-
vening a meeting with stakeholders, 
including the cement manufacturers 
association, to discuss the issue and 
inform them about potential enforce-
ment actions. The meeting was also 
attended by senior officials from CCP, 
the moST and the PSQCA.

CCP’s Proposal for mandatory  
expiry dates’ on cement bags 
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Pakistan’s inadequate measures 
against tobacco industry 

dNa

ISlAmAbAD: Pakistan’s 
performance in pre-
venting the inf luence 
of multinational tobac-
co manufacturing com-
panies has been found 
unsatisfactory, resulting 
in the deaths of above 
one hundred and six-
ty thousand people in 
the country annually, a 
global study reveals. An 
international watchdog 
on tobacco control, the 
Global Center for Good 
Governance in Tobacco 
Control (GGTC) in its 
latest finding of 2023 
has included Pakistan 
in an index where the 
tobacco industry heavily 
inf luences the govern-
ments.
According to the find-
ings of the internation-
al watchdog Pakistan’s 
performance in adopt-
ing measures to prevent 

the industry’s inf lu-
ence, ensuring transpar-
ency, and avoiding the 
conf lict of interest with 
the multinational tobac-
co companies has re-
mained unsatisfactory.
mentioning the names 
of Pakistan Tobacco 
Company and british 
American Tobacco, the 
GGTC said that in 2021, 
163,672 deaths in Paki-
stan occurred primarily 
by these two top produc-
ers of tobacco.It further 
said that in Pakistan, to-
bacco companies are not 
prohibited from promot-
ing themselves through 
so-called socially re-
sponsible activities and 
from promoting their 
products through spon-
sorships of events, ac-
tivities, or individuals.
According to GGTC 
findings, tobacco taxes 
in Pakistan as a percent-
age of retail price is 61% 
while the global stand-
ard is 70%.

meanwhile, the Inter-
national monitory Fund 
(ImF) Technical Assis-
tance Report titled ‘Pa-
kistan Tax Policy
Diagnostic and Reform 
Options’ released in 
February, on the con-
sumption of cigarettes 
in Pakistan, has advised 
Pakistan to overhaul its 
tax system by increas-
ing taxes on non-essen-
tial items like cigarettes 
and applying a uniform 
tax on cigarettes regard-
less of their national or 
multinational brand.
Pakistan is currently 
contributing only 0.5% 
percent of GDP in rev-
enue during FY21 while 
cigarette taxation has 
contributed 0.19% of the 
GDP, at current levels 
as a percentage of GDP, 
and has remained rela-
tively stable in recent 
years.
The World bank also in 
its report Pakistan De-
velopment Update’ has 

highlighted that a signif-
icant revenue gain of 0.4 
percent of GDP equal to 
505.26 billion rupees 
could be achieved by ap-
plying the current rate 
on premium cigarettes, 
which is Rs. 16.50 per 
cigarette to standard 
cigarettes as well.
On the other side, a re-
cent study by london’s 
Imperial College titled 
‘Tobacco & global envi-
ronment footprint’ has 
ranked Pakistan among 
nine poor countries that 
produce 90 percent of 
cigarettes for the world.
The study finds that 
tobacco production in 
underdeveloped coun-
tries should be a cause 
of concern for policy-
makers as out of the top 
10 tobacco-producing 
countries, 9 including 
Pakistan are develop-
ing and fall ing in the 
category of low-income 
food-def icit countries 
(lIFDCs).
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ImF move to
 release ofthe $1.1 bn

 tranche welcomed
ISlAmAbAD: Chairman of National business Group Pa-
kistan, President Pakistan businessmen and Intellectuals 
Forum, and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, and former 
provincial minister mian Zahid Hussain said on Wednesday 
that the International monetary Fund’s (ImF) disburse-
ment of the $1.1 billion tranche deserves praise. SbP’s de-
cision to keep interest rates unchanged has disappointed 
the business community, he said.  mian Zahid Hussain said 
that we are responsible for the devastation of the country’s 
economy and will have to fix it as no one else is going to do 
it for us.  Talking to the business community, the veteran 
business leader said that the ImF decision is a reason for 
satisfaction. This shows that the confidence of lenders is 
increasing in Pakistan, which will also increase the confi-
dence of friendly countries and other creditors.  The busi-
ness leader said that the ImF’s move would also pave the 
way for a new three-year loan from the ImF as the lender is 
satisfied with the government’s policy and financial meas-
ures. mian Zahid Hussain said that the economic condition 
of Pakistan is improving, inflation is also decreasing, and 
in these circumstances, it would have been better if the 
interest rate had been reduced.  However, the Central bank 
was afraid that inflation could bounce back therefore the 
interest rate was maintained, which has disappointed the 
business community.  He demanded that the SbP reduce 
policy rates in the following review.  mian Zahid Hussain 
said that we have set fire to the country’s economy, and we 
have to put it out. International organizations and friendly 
countries cannot do anything in this regard.  To improve 
the economy, painful reforms and improvements in the tax 
system need to be done in order to get out of the chronic 
payments crisis. —DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dutch musicians perform during a diplomatic reception in Islamabad. —DNA
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ISlAmAbAD: Department 
of Teacher Education in col-
laboration with Office of Re-
search, Innovation & Com-
mercialization (ORIC) at the 
International Islamic Uni-
versity Islamabad (IIUI) or-
ganized a panel discussion to 
mark the labor day in which 
panelists and participants 
discussed the critical themes 
surrounding the rights of 
children to education and the 
urgent need to address the 
issue of child labor.
Dr. Shamsa Aziz, Chairper-
son Department of Teacher 
Education briefed about the 
main idea behind arrang-
ing the panel discussion. 
The Panelists included Dr. 
Tabassum Naz Director 
Schools Federal Directorate 
of Education, Islamabad, ms. 
Nazneen Zehra Deputy Di-
rector (Planning) basic Ed-
ucation Community Schools, 
Islamabad, ms. Shumaila 
Aslam Principal Ghori Ca-

reer School, Islamabad, ms. 
Tabassum Shairwani Khan 
PhD Education Scholar, IIUI 
and ms. Sana Naseer bECS 
School. The panel was mod-
erated by Dr. Fouzia Ajmal. 
Under the theme “Empow-
ering Futures: Right to Ed-
ucation vs. Child labour,” 
the discussion encompassed 
a wide range of topics, each 
shedding light on different di-
mensions of the issue.  The 
panel unanimously agreed 
on the significance of ed-
ucation as a fundamental 
right for every child. They 
emphasized that access to 
education not only empowers 
individuals but also plays a 
vital role in shaping a pros-
perous society.  Addressing 
the underlying socio-eco-
nomic factors contributing to 
child labor was another focal 
point of the discussion, the 
panelists stressed the need 
for holistic approaches that 
tackle poverty, inequality, 

and lack of opportunities, 
which often force children into 
labor.  Panelists highlighted 
the pivotal role of teachers 
in eradicating child labor and 
promoting education. They 
emphasized the role of educa-
tors in creating inclusive and 
supportive learning environ-
ments that encourage children 
to stay in school and pursue 
their dreams.  The main takea-
ways of the discourse included 
community involvement as 
a crucial factor in combating 
child labor.  The panelists 
highlighted the importance of 
community partnerships and 
grassroots initiatives in identi-
fying at-risk children and pro-
viding them with educational 
opportunities. According to 
the organizing departments, 
the panel discussion served 
as a platform for stakehold-
ers from academia, govern-
ment, and civil society to 
exchange ideas, share best 
practices.—APP

IIUI marks Labor Day

Briefs
Women 

Domestic 
Workers 

Union holds 
rally

ISlAmAbAD: The Wom-
en Domestic Workers Un-
ion-Punjab held a rally in 
collaboration with WISE 
(women in struggle for 
Empowerment) on the 
International labor Day 
on Wednesday.   A large 
number of domestic work-
ers joined the rally led by 
leaders of Women Domes-
tic Workers Union.  The 
participants were ch nting 
slogans and carryin  ban-
ners and placards inscribed 
with their demands.  Speak-
ing to the rally,  ms bushra 
Khaliq, Executive Director 
WISE, said women domes-
tic workers were particular-
ly vulnerable to discrimina-
tion in respect of working 
conditions and terms of 
employment. “They are 
forced to face issues like 
long and unlimited work-
ing hours, violence and 
multiple forms  of abuse at 
work, forced/child labour, 
lack of minimum wage, 
labour inspection and law 
enforcement, she added.  
President of the DWs union 
Shenaz Ajmal and General 
Secretary Shenaz Fatima 
demanded the  government 
to increase wages of labour-
ers in proportion to the ris-
ing inflation and implement  
the minimum wage notifi-
cation 2023.  They said the 
Punjab Employees Social 
Security Institute (PESSI) 
should register DWs and 
issue them social security 
cards.—APP

Famous 
playwright, actor 

Kamal Rizvi 
remembered

ISlAmAbAD: Famous 
playwright and actor Syed 
Kamal Ahmed Rizvi was re-
membered on the occasion 
of his birth anniversary on 
Wednesday.  He was born 
in bihar, in 1930 and did 
his bA in Patna. In 1951, 
after the partition of the 
subcontinent, he migrated 
to Pakistan. Initially, he 
spent some time in Karachi 
and then shifted to lahore 
where his penchant for ar-
tistic pursuits endeared 
him to the artist commu-
nity. He rubbed shoulders 
with many literary luminar-
ies, including writer Sadat 
Hasan manto. Kamal Rizvi 
translated several English 
books into Urdu and wrote 
for magazines. In the late 
1950s, he tried his hand at 
theatre and started writ-
ing plays, both original 
and adaptations. Some of 
his popular stage and TV 
plays are badshahat Ka 
Khatma, Julius Caesar, 
Hum Sub Pagal Hain, and 
bulaqi badzaat. In 1965, 
when lahore’s television 
station became operational, 
he wrote and starred in the 
satirical drama series Alif 
Noon. The drama assumed 
iconic significance as it, by 
humourous and meaningful 
situations, exposed hypoc-
risies and double standards 
that existed in society. He 
played the role of the cun-
ning and scheming Allan 
in the play, while the affa-
ble Rafi Khawar played the 
part of his friend Nanha, 
who is opposed to Allan 
but always falls for his cun-
ningness. The government 
of Pakistan had given him 
the Pride of Performance 
Award in 1989.—APP

11,800 
suspects 

arrested for 
power theft

ISlAmAbAD: In a crack-
down initiated by police 
against electricity thieves, 
more than 12,000 cases  of 
electricity theft have been 
registered this year, resulting 
in the arrest  of over 11,800 
suspects. A police spokesper-
son said on Wednesday that in 
Iqbal Town Division, 1,720 sus-
pects were  apprehended, in 
Saddar Division 2,149, in Cantt 
Division 3,480, in model Town 
Division 1,782, in City Division 
2,020, and in Civil lines Divi-
sion 705 suspects were arrest-
ed. Capital City Police Officer 
lahore bilal Siddique Kamya-
na affirmed that an uncom-
promising crackdown against 
electricity thieves was under-
way in the provincial capital. 
He emphasized that relevant 
authorities were being fully 
supported to curb electricity 
theft.  The CCPO stated that 
individuals involved in electric-
ity theft did not deserve any 
leniency as they were causing 
financial losses to the national 
exchequer.—APP

HRCP playing 
important

 role in 
highlighting 

Kashmir dispute
ISlAmAbAD: All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) chapter Convener, 
mahmood Ahmad Saghar has 
said that the Human Rights 
Council of Pakistan has been 
continuously playing impor-
tant role in highlighting the 
Kashmir dispute. mehmood 
Ahmad Saghar expressed 
these views while talking to 
a delegation of the Council 
led by its Chairman Jamshed 
Hussain at the APHC-AJK of-
fice, said a press release here 
on Wednesday.—APP

COP29 in Azerbaijan will inject 
new momentum into climate action

ms. Romina emphasized Pakistan’s pressing issue with plastic pollution, especially in urban areas.  
Owing to these daunting challenges, Pakistan has taken proactive steps, such as banning single-use plastics  

and polythene bags in 2019, to mitigate plastic waste generation

dNa

ISlAmAbAD,: COmSATS Observes Earth 
Day 2024 with mOCC COmSATS participat-
ed in “Planet vs. Plastic” campaign, reaffirm-
ing its unwavering commitment to Greener 
Future Commission on Science and Tech-
nology for Sustainable Development in the 
South (COmSATS) and the ministry of Cli-
mate Change and Environmental Coordina-
tion (moCC&EC), Government of Pakistan, 
jointly organized an event titled “Pakistan’s 
Roadmap for Plastic Action” to mark Earth 
Day 2024. The event featured the introduc-
tion of the Pakistan National Plastic Action 
Partnership (NPAP), a government initiative 
implemented as part of the Global Plastic 
Action Partnership (GPAP) under the aus-
pices of the World Economic Forum. Held 
at the COmSATS Secretariat at Islamabad, 
the participants were unanimous in empha-
sizing the critical need to combat plastic 
pollution for the well-being of both humanity 
and the environment.
ms. Romina Khurshid Alam, Coordinator to 
the Prime minister of Pakistan on Climate 
Change and Environmental Conservation 
(CC&EC), graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest. Ambassadors, High Commissioners, 
and Diplomats from COmSATS member 
states and other countries in Islamabad also 
graced the event with their presence. ms. 
Romina emphasized Pakistan’s pressing is-
sue with plastic pollution, especially in urban 

areas. Owing to these daunting challenges, 
Pakistan has taken proactive steps, such as 
banning single-use plastics and polythene 
bags in 2019, to mitigate plastic waste gener-
ation. She stressed the importance of global 
cooperation in combating plastic pollution, 
citing initiatives like the Global Plastic Ac-
tion Partnership (GPAP) led by the World 
Economic Forum and UNEP. Additionally, 
she highlighted Government of Pakistan’s 
commitment to climate change adaptation 

and mitigation through policies like the Na-
tional Adaptation Plan and initiatives such 
as the living Indus Initiative, Recharge Pa-
kistan, and GlOF-II, which aim to enhance 
climate resilience and protect vulnerable 
sectors of the economy and ecosystems. In 
his opening remarks, Ambassador Dr. Na-
fees Zakaria , the Executive Director, COm-
SATS HEADQUARTERS, underscored the 
necessity of a cohesive global strategy to ad-
dress the issue of plastic waste, emphasizing 

the importance of not solely focusing on its 
sources. Dr. Zakaria highlighted that while 
enacting legislation and policy measures are 
commendable steps, the true challenge lies 
in their execution amidst resistance from 
pressure and interest groups. He pointed 
out that our planet is not only grappling 
with plastic-related pollution but also facing 
a myriad of other man-made hazards contrib-
uting to climate change and environmental 
degradation. Of particular concern is the 

often-overlooked impact of military activities 
and motivated imposed wars, which have yet 
to be addressed in international conventions 
and protocols. Dr. Zakaria stressed the ur-
gent need for initiatives and innovations, 
supported by scientific solutions, from 
advocates for our planet Earth.
Addressing the Occasion, Azerbaijan’s 
Ambassador to Pakistan, mr. Khazar 
Farhadov expressed hope that hosting 
COP29 in Azerbaijan will inject new 
momentum into climate action and in-
ternational collaboration, furthering the 
objectives of the UNFCCC and the Paris 
Agreement. He underscored the impor-
tance of collective action among various 
stakeholders, including countries, inter-
national organizations, financial institu-
tions, and the private sector, to deliver 
meaningful outcomes at COP29. Further, 
Ambassador Farhadov highlighted that, 
under the directive of President Ilham 
Aliyev, Azerbaijan has designated 2024 as 
the “Year of Solidarity for a Green World.” 
This reflects Azerbaijan’s commitment to 
accelerating to accelerating environmen-
tal protection efforts and addressing cli-
mate change on a global scale, as demon-
strated by its hosting of COP. During the 
event, the NPAP team presented the 
NPAP roadmap for Plastic Action in Paki-
stan, that will serve as a pivotal hub for 
concerted action and innovative initiatives 
within the sector, fostering tangible and 
enduring outcomes. 

COmSTECH partnered 
with Chinese University 

dNa

ISlAmAbAD: The Committee on Science 
and Technology of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (COmSTECH) has 
partnered with Hunan University of Chi-
nese medicine (HUCm) to provide train-
ing programs for technicians, covering a 
range of disciplines in both medical and 
STEm (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and mathematics) fields.  The prima-
ry goal is to build and strengthen scientif-
ic and technological capacities within OIC 
member states, Gwadar Pro reported on 
Wednesday. In this collaborative effort, 
titled the “COmSTECH-Hunan Universi-
ty of Chinese medicine (HUCm) Techni-
cians Training Program,” 13 individuals 
from seven countries will visit China from 
may 6 to may 17 to receive advanced 
training in medical Sciences and Science 
and Technology. The training program 
will include instruction on NmR and mRI 
techniques, as well as sessions focusing 
on Ethno medicine Innovation and Tradi-
tional Chinese medicine (TCm). Training 
will be conducted in two cities: Changsha 
and beijing. Technical visits will also be 
part of the program, with trainees visit-
ing Tianjin Tasly Holding. Among the 13 
selected individuals, two are from Paki-
stan, two from Cameroon, two from Indo-
nesia, and two from bangladesh. 
Additionally, one participant each hails 
from Sudan, Kazakhstan, Egypt, and the 
UAE (with Pakistani origin).
The candidates represent diverse edu-
cational and professional backgrounds, 
ranging from lab Supervisors and Re-
search Assistants to lecturers and As-

sistant Professors at their respective 
institutions.  Khazima muazim, Program 
manager, emphasized the prioritization 
of female candidates from least Devel-
oped Countries (lDCs) to address mar-
ginalization and ensure inclusivity within 
the program.
“This initiative was launched in Decem-
ber 2023, and after a rigorous selection 
process at COmSTECH and HUCm, we 
have selected 13 individuals from seven 
countries to be part of this program,” she 
said, acknowledging the leadership of 
HUCm, particularly Prof. Dr. Wei Wang, 
Dean and WHO focal persons on TCm, 
for his incredible support, as well as the 
technical partners of the program Tianjin 
Holding. Prof. Dr. m. Iqbal Choudhary, 
Coordinator General of COmSTECH, 
outlined the first phase of the program, 
which includes two components: the 
technician training program and Post-
Doc study at Hunan University.  COmS-
TECH is also in the process of initiating 
similar programs with Ningbo University 
and Xinjiang medical University. Addi-
tionally, COmSTECH has established 
a joint program with Huawei Technol-
ogies China in the field of cybersecuri-
ty. “OIC organizations will collaborate 
with China for the benefit of muslim 
member states. In the first phase, 13 
individuals have been selected from 
seven member countries.  Next, we aim 
to engage more individuals, not only at 
the technological, educational, and sci-
entific levels, but also in the promotion 
of TCm,” said Dr. Iqbal, adding that 20 
doctors from Pakistan will also receive 
training in Chinese traditional medi-
cines in China.

Xinjiang enjoys social 
stability: Hina 

dNa

ISlAmAbAD: A delega-
tion of Pakistani elite youth 
which recently visited Urum-
qi, Kashgar, and Atush said 
that Xinjiang’s ethnic groups 
enjoy social stability, reli-
gious freedom and Econom-
ic development 
During the visit, the dele-
gation engaged in in-depth 
exchanges with local people 
of all ethnic groups and expe-
rienced the actual situation 
of social stability, economic 
development, improvement 

of people’s livelihood, re-
ligious harmony, cultural 
prosperity, and thriving tour-
ism in Xinjiang, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Wednesday. “All 
ethnic groups in Xinjiang live 
in harmony and enjoy the 
beauty of various cultures. 
You can always see people 
dancing together happily, 
and I really feel that the life 
of Xinjiang people is sweet-
er than honey,” stated Hina 
Pervaiz butt, a leader of the 
Pakistan muslim league-N.  
She expressed that Xinjiang 
is so beautiful, and she is 
looking forward to visiting 

again with her family and 
friends. The delegation visit-
ed several villages in Atush 
and learned about the de-
velopment of rural tourism 
there. “The villages in Xin-
jiang are so beautiful; the vil-
lagers’ courtyards are clean, 
neat, and well-decorated. I 
think people here are full 
of confidence in their future 
development.  Xinjiang is 
developing very rapidly with 
convenient transportation 
and well-developed city clus-
ters,” said Qasim Qamar, an 
official from Sindh Province, 
who visited Xinjiang eight 

years ago.
The delegation experienced 
the vitality of Xinjiang’s 
high-quality economic de-
velopment after visiting the 
Kashgar Comprehensive 
Free Trade Zone and Urban 
Planning Hall of Urumqi Cul-
tural Center.  Covering 180 
square kilometers, the Xin-
jiang pilot FTZ has been 
granted more autonomy 
to implement reforms and 
attract investments. “Chi-
na deems it necessary to 
contribute to building a 
golden channel between 
Asia and the West. 

Pakistan, Turkey, Iran 
delegation visits beijing 

ISlAmAbAD:  A delegation comprised over 15 participants 
from the Economic Cooperation Organization Science Foun-
dation (ECOSF) including Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan visited beijing  The delegation 
representing the ECOSF, an intergovernmental organization 
for scientific and technological cooperation was here for a 
two-week international training course from April 15 to 29, 
Gwadar Pro reported on Wednesday. The training, sponsored 
by China’s National New Energy Vehicle Technology Innova-
tion Center, aims to enhance the participants’ understanding 
of China’s NEV industry and explore potential cooperation in 
the field of sustainable energy. The training workshop was 
led by leading Chinese experts in the field of electric vehicles 
(EVs) who delivered insightful sessions and lectures on var-
ious important topics such as electric vehicle policies, driv-
etrain technologies, battery technologies, smart manufactur-
ing, autonomous driving, and charging and battery swapping 
infrastructure, among others. Participants also gained valuable 
insights through their visits to launch Design (a global leader in 
turnkey solutions for electric vehicles), baidu Autonomous Driv-
ing Center, Great Wall motors manufacturing Facility.—DNA
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Xi to visit France, 
Serbia and Hungary

Tearing up of 
‘gentleman’s agreement’

C HINESE President Xi Jinping will pay state visits to France, Serbia and 
Hungary from may 5 to 10 at the invitation of President Emmanuel 
macron of the Republic of France, President Aleksandar Vucic of the 

Republic of Serbia and President Tamas Sulyok and Prime minister Viktor 
Orban of Hungary, Foreign ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying announced 
on monday, a trip that experts believe is expected to shape the future of rela-
tions between China and Europe. The visits show that both China and Europe 
are striving to explore the space and prospects of cooperation in an era when 
major power strategic competition intensifies and geopolitics returns, Chinese 
and European experts noted. The visits will inject momentum for the further 
development of China-Europe relations, showcasing that the two sides can 
maintain positive interactions and mutually beneficial cooperation transcending 
traditional geopolitics, experts said. This will be the first overseas tour of the 
Chinese president this year. It is also the first time that the Chinese top leader 
visits Europe in nearly five years. It underlines the fact that the Chinese leader-
ship attaches great importance to Europe and highlights the prominent position 
China places on Europe in its global strategy and foreign economic policy, Xin 
Hua, director and chair professor of the Center for European Union Studies, 
Shanghai International Studies University, told the Global Times.
Xi’s visit to France, the first in five years, comes as this year marks the 
60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Chi-
na and France. In January, the Franco-Chinese year of cultural tourism was 
launched and a series of events will be held in both countries to celebrate 
cultural cooperation. Pierre Picquart, an expert in geopolitics and human 
geography from the University of Paris-VIII, told the Global Times that 
France’s long tradition of diplomacy and openness to international relations 
and its early recognition of the economic potential of China as an expanding 
market and as an important trading partner made France the first major 
Western country to establish diplomatic relations with China.  As France has 
significant influence on relations between Europe and China, “by choosing 
France as the first stop of his European tour, President Xi is sending a 
strong message about the importance of China-Europe cooperation and 
his commitment to multilateralism and dialogue diplomacy,” Picquart 
said. In a telephone call with the French president’s Diplomatic Coun-
selor Emmanuel bonne on Saturday, China’s top diplomat Wang Yi said 
that China stands ready to strengthen high-level exchanges with France, 
give play to the leading role of head-of-state diplomacy, and add new con-
notations to the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two 
countries. Xi will hold talks with French President macron to have in-
depth exchange of views on China-France relations, China-EU relations 
and international and regional hotspots of mutual interest, according to 
lin Jian, a spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign ministry on monday. 

R ECENTlY, the Philippines has once again denied that China and the 
Philippines had reached a “gentleman’s agreement” on the South Chi-
na Sea issue. Philippine Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro stated on 

Saturday that since Philippine President Ferdinand marcos Jr took office in 
2022, the Philippine Defense Department is “not aware of, nor is it a party 
to, any internal agreement with China.”  However, manila’s stance not only 
ignores the joint efforts made by China and the Philippines in maintaining re-
gional stability and peace but also will have a negative impact on the future of 
China-Philippines relations and the security situation in the South China Sea. 
As is well known, a “gentleman’s agreement” is an informal, non-binding agree-
ment that relies on the credibility and integrity of the parties involved to be 
implemented rather than enforced through legal means. Compared to formal 
treaties, the “gentleman’s agreement” is more flexible to maintain specific so-
cial order or policy goals. In other words, it can be seen as a kind of consensus 
and “understanding.” In a complex international environment, this allows coun-
tries to quickly coordinate positions and actions and deal with emergencies.
Previously, when the situation in the South China Sea was extremely severe, 
regional peace and stability were severely threatened. The Chinese gov-
ernment and the Duterte government reached a “gentleman’s agreement” 
with the aim of maintaining regional peace and preventing the escalation of 
the South China Sea disputes into regional conflicts. This not only serves 
the national interests of both sides but also the long-term interests and 
moral standards of the international community. China and the Philippines 
reached consensus on restricting military activities in sensitive areas and 
mutual understanding in humanitarian and material exchanges. In fact, it 
was precisely because both sides had been adhering to this agreement until 
early February last year that they effectively helped both sides control the 
situation and avoid potential military conflicts.
Currently, the marcos government of the Philippines has publicly reneged on 
and denied the “gentleman’s agreement” between the two countries, which 
has a significant element of political showmanship. but this is very unwise, 
and the real damage is to the Philippines itself. Reneging on the “gentleman’s 
agreement” has an obvious impact on the international reputation of the Phil-
ippines. The “gentleman’s agreement” is based on the credibility and mutual 
respect of all parties. The current government’s denial of its existence will 
lead to doubts about its credibility in the international community, affecting 
its reputation on the international stage and directly impacting its weight and 
effectiveness in negotiations on international affairs in the future. At the same 
time, it will also affect the economic cooperation and political mutual trust 
between the Philippines and other countries, thus causing long-term adverse 
effects on the national development of the Philippines. Such inconsistency in 
diplomacy is likely to be criticized even within the Philippines. 
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Germany’s crackdown on criticism 
of Israel betrays European values

EU hopes Egypt partnership can help curb illegal migration

Matthaios Tsimitakis

Dr. Abdellatif El-Menawy

A FEW months ago, I found myself in a forum with 
German colleagues discussing European media. 
The conversation was lively and quickly moved from 

industry issues to broader topics such as German memo-
ry culture and the 2008 financial crisis. Surprisingly, my 
German colleagues found it inappropriate to criticise the 
Greek political stance at the time of the crisis, and they also 
found it inappropriate for me to talk about issues relating 
to German history, such as the Holocaust. They explained 
that “you cannot enter into the subjective experience and 
history of the other, so it is better to avoid it”. I couldn’t disa-
gree more. If we don’t engage in critical discussion, we can’t 
align ourselves with what we think is morally right or hold 
power to account – we end up simply affirming our ethnic, 
religious, ideological or national alliances. To paraphrase Ed-
ward Said’s famous quote, we can’t show true solidarity if we 
don’t criticise. And we cannot afford not to criticise a power 
when it is blatantly attacking the very values and principles 
it is supposed to uphold and protect. I thought of this discus-
sion I had with German colleagues as I read about the police 
raid on the Palestine Congress in berlin on April 12.
The violent interruption and eventual cancellation of the 
pro-Palestine conference was a worrying escalation in the re-
pression of the Palestinian solidarity movement that has been 
under way in Germany and across the West for the past six 
months. German police invaded the venue of the Palestine 
Congress, organised by Jewish Voice for Peace together with 
DiEm25 and civil rights groups, and shut it down by cutting 
off electricity, confiscating microphones, and detaining some 
of the participants. Then, in an unprecedented move, it issued 
a “betätigungsverbot” (ban on activities) against Yanis Varou-
fakis, Ghassan Abu-Sitta, and Salman Abu-Sitta – three of the 
keynote speakers. As a result, former Greek Finance minister 
Yanis Varoufakis, a vocal figure in the global progressive move-
ment, will not be allowed to speak about Palestine in Germa-
ny, not even via a Zoom call, and it is unclear whether he will 
be able to stand with the German party DiEm25 in the run-up 
to the European elections in June. The intervention made it 
crystal clear that these days in Germany any and all criticism 
of the State of Israel and its conduct in Gaza is considered 
anti-Semitism and treated as such. Juxtaposed with the new-
found acceptance of far-right figures with documented histo-
ries of anti-Semitism due to their defence of Israeli policies 
against Palestinians, it paints a depressing picture for freedom 
of speech in one of Europe’s most powerful democracies.
The contrast here is stark. Pro-Israel politicians from the 
right-wing Alternative for Germany (AfD), including those 
who are under trial for using literal Nazi slogans, can free-
ly speak on the Israeli war on Palestine under the guise 
of “fighting anti-Semitism”, but Ghassan Abu-Sittah, the 
Palestinian surgeon and rector of Glasgow University who 
worked in Gaza hospitals and documented war crimes dur-
ing this latest Israeli assault on the Palestinian enclave can-
not give his testimony to the German public. As Udi Raz, 
the Jewish activist arrested at the Palestine Congress, said 
after his arrest, it seems that these days in Germany you 

can fight anti-Semitism only if you support genocide.
The raid on the Palestine Congress was just the latest in a 
series of escalating incidents. Under the pretext of security 
and with vague accusations of anti-Semitism, the German au-
thorities have been suppressing the freedom of expression 
of everyone showing solidarity with the Palestinians and de-
manding a ceasefire in Gaza since October 7. Here are a few 
examples: In November, poet Ranjit Hoskote was forced to 
resign from the Selection Committee of Documenta 16, one 
of the most contemporary art exhibitions in the world, after 
it was revealed that he signed a letter comparing Zionism to 
Hindu nationalism in 2019. Just a few days after Hoskote’s 
resignation, the remaining members of the committee also 
resigned, citing the lack of free speech about Israel-Palestine 
in Germany as the reason. “In the current circumstances 
we do not believe that there is a space in Germany for an 
open exchange of ideas and the development of complex and 
nuanced artistic approaches that Documenta artists and cu-
rators deserve,” they said in an open letter announcing their 
resignation. In December, In a symbolically revealing move, 
Germany’s Green Party-affiliated Heinrich boll Foundation 
withdrew the Hannah Arendt Prize for Political Thought 
from masha Gessen, citing Gessen’s New Yorker essay titled 
“In the Shadow of the Holocaust” as the reason for the deci-
sion. In the essay, Gessencriticised Germany’s Israel policy 
and politics of remembrance, comparing the situation in be-
sieged Gaza to the plight of Jews in Nazi-occupied ghettos in 
Eastern Europe during the Holocaust.
Then in February, the berlin Film Festival, one of the 
biggest and most respected in Europe, faced backlash for 
awarding a prize to a film by Palestinian filmmaker basel 
Adra and Israeli journalist Yuval Abraham which charted 
Israel’s destruction of Palestinian villages in the occupied 
West bank. German Culture minister Claudia Roth faced 
calls for her resignation after being filmed clapping at the 
end of Adra and Abraham’s speech. Rather shockingly, she 
later claimed that she was applauding only the Israeli film-
maker and not his Palestinian partner. After this incident, 
politicians threatened to cut funding to cultural institutions 
for perceived anti-Israel bias, sparking fears of censorship.
Within the same month, Ghassan Hage, a renowned anthro-
pologist, was fired from the max Planck Institute after a 
right-wing newspaper accused him of making “increasingly 
drastic statements” critical of Israel following the Hamas 
attack and the Israeli assault on Gaza in October. A few 
weeks later, political theorist Nancy Fraser was stripped 
of her professorship at the University of Cologne due 
to her support for the Palestinian cause. As the world’s 
second-largest arms exporter, Germany has consistently 
supported Israel, both politically and militarily. In 2023, 
some 30 percent of Israel’s military equipment purchases 
came from Germany. After South Africa took Israel to the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) accusing it of commit-
ting genocide in Gaza, Germany offered to intervene in 
the case on behalf of Israel. In response, Namibia – where 
Germany committed the 20th century’s first genocide as 

the colonial ruler between 1904 and 1908 – publicly urged 
berlin to “reconsider” its “untimely” decision.
Then-Namibian President Hage Geingob said Germany could 
not “morally express commitment to the United Nations Con-
vention against genocide, including atonement for the geno-
cide in Namibia” and at the same time support Israel. In the 
meantime, Nicaragua brought a separate case against Germa-
ny at the same court, accusing it of breaching the UN genocide 
convention by sending military hardware to Israel. With these 
moves, these two countries from the so-called Global South 
exposed the hypocrisy of Germany’s claims that it is standing 
with Jewish people and fighting anti-Semitism by supporting – 
politically and militarily – Israel’s war on Gaza. Furthermore, 
they showed how Germany is threatening to bankrupt the val-
ues and principles at the very core of the European project 
– human rights, human dignity, freedom, equality and the rule 
of law, among others – by continuing to arm, fund and diplo-
matically support Israel as it commits genocide against a peo-
ple living under its occupation. This hypocritical stance has 
domestic as well as international consequences. Indeed, while 
German authorities claim to be fighting anti-Semitism by cen-
soring pro-Palestinian speech, civil liberties groups warn that 
the German state’s conflation of anti-Zionism with anti-Jewish 
bigotry is enabling a xenophobic crackdown within Germany, 
with migrants and refugees from muslim-majority countries 
being accused of bringing “imported anti-Semitism” to the 
country for their support for the Palestinian cause and 
being unjustly targeted for deportation. meanwhile, the 
German far right, which is gaining support ahead of the 
European Parliament elections in June, is using the state’s 
conflation of anti-Semitism and criticism of Israel as cover 
for its Islamophobia and is doubling down on its intimida-
tion and targeting of muslims and Arabs in the country.
This hypocritical stance on anti-Semitism and Israel is of 
course not unique to Germany. Across the Western world, 
Palestinians, Jews and progressives of all backgrounds who 
are opposing the Israeli government’s crimes in Gaza are 
being branded as anti-Semites. Strikingly, Joe biden and 
the Democratic Party in the United States, marine le 
Pen’s far-right National Rally in France and the AfD in Ger-
many appear to be on the same page when it comes to con-
flating anti-Zionist views and criticism of the State of Israel 
with anti-Semitism. The students of Columbia University 
in New York and other US colleges are being arrested and 
branded as hateful for protesting Israeli crimes against 
Palestinians. Earlier, Harvard President Claudine Gay and 
Penn President liz mcGill were forced to resign after be-
ing attacked as anti-Semites for not shutting down pro-Pal-
estinian protests in their respective institutions under the 
same equation: Critique of Israel equals anti-Semitism.
In the most telling example of the current state of af-
fairs in the West, earlier this month, Hobart and Wil-
liam Smith Colleges, in Geneva, New York, removed 
tenured professor Jodi Dean from the classroom be-
cause of an article in which, echoing Edward Said, she 
argued that “Palestine speaks for everyone”.

I N recent years, the issue of illegal immigration has 
emerged as a significant concern for both Egypt 
and the EU. With the mediterranean serving as a 

primary route for migrants seeking asylum in Europe, 
Egypt finds itself at the forefront of this complex chal-
lenge. However, amid this crisis, there has been a no-
table effort to bolster cooperation between Cairo and 
brussels to mitigate the influx of migrants and ensure 
more secure borders. last month’s EU-Egypt agree-
ment elevated their relationship to a “comprehensive 
strategic partnership,” emphasizing increased coordina-
tion and cooperation in various areas related to immi-
gration, supporting the Egyptian economy and address-
ing geopolitical concerns. While cooperation between 
the two parties has existed for several years, the new 
agreement reflects the EU’s commitment to supporting 
Egypt in tackling the issue of illegal immigration.
Ursula von der leyen, president of the European Commis-
sion, expressed satisfaction with the signing of the coop-
eration agreement and the strengthening of relations with 
Egypt during a press conference in Cairo. She said: “Today 
marks a significant milestone with the signing of the Joint 
Declaration for a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.” 
Von der leyen led a European delegation that visited Cairo 
on march 17, including leaders from Italy, belgium, Aus-
tria, Greece and Cyprus. During this visit, agreements 
worth €7.4 billion ($7.9 billion) were signed by Von der ley-
en and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.
The EU-Egypt agreement aims to enhance dialogue 
between the two parties and support economic re-
form in Egypt. Under this framework, the EU will 
provide Cairo with loans worth €5 billion in the pe-
riod to 2027, investments totaling €1.8 billion in ar-
eas such as digitization and energy transformation, 
and grants amounting to €600 million. Additionally, 
cooperation in combating terrorism and immigra-
tion has been agreed, with a focus on addressing 
the root causes of illegal immigration, while facili-
tating legal migration to Europe. Some €200 million 
will be allocated to managing migration issues.
Since 2004, an association agreement has governed 

the relationship between Egypt and the EU. Accord-
ing to the European Commission, €171 million has 
been approved to date to manage the migration file, 
support Egypt in border management, combating hu-
man trafficking and smuggling, and encouraging the 
voluntary return of migrants.
Concerns about increased migration to Europe have 
prompted the signing of the new agreement with Egypt, 
with brussels viewing cooperation with Cairo as more 
effective in controlling migration than with other coun-
tries. It is noteworthy that this is not the first agree-
ment of its kind signed by the EU with a mediterranean 
country, as agreements have also been signed with Tu-
nisia and mauritania in recent years. European leaders 
believe that the Egyptian government can implement 
stricter controls to minimize the number of boats de-
parting the country. They argue that Egypt’s security ca-
pabilities enable it to effectively control its borders and 
ensure there are no outlets for illegal migration. The 
EU’s decision to sign this agreement is driven by valid 
geopolitical reasons. Cooperation with Egypt is seen as 
essential in preventing a geopolitical vacuum that could 
be exploited by other countries that have interests in 
the mediterranean, such as Russia and China.
For Egypt, cooperation with the EU represents one facet of 
its broad range of collaborative agreements. This particu-
lar accord, which is primarily economic in nature, signifies 
the EU’s recognition of Egypt’s pivotal role in addressing 
immigration challenges. The essence of the agreement lies 
in achieving stability within Egypt. While Cairo has made 
strides in managing migration, economic hurdles persist, 
highlighting the critical need for financial assistance.
Furthermore, Egypt holds significant geostrategic im-
portance for the EU, serving as a linchpin for securi-
ty and stability in the region. Von der leyen praised 
El-Sisi’s personal efforts to broker a ceasefire in Gaza 
during her visit to Cairo. However, some human rights 
organizations and activists express reservations about 
these agreements, citing the lack of explicit provisions 
addressing human rights violations or the accountability 
of recipient countries for EU funds. They accuse the EU 

of prioritizing halting illegal migration at any cost, po-
tentially overlooking the plight of migrants.These agree-
ments encompass various areas of cooperation, ranging 
from trade to clean energy initiatives to migration man-
agement. European leaders view them as instrumental 
in addressing the surge of migrants into Europe. Fron-
tex, the European Agency for the management of Opera-
tional Cooperation at the External borders, reported an-
other increase in illegal migration rates to EU countries 
last year, reaching the highest level since 2016.
According to the International Organization for mi-
gration, Egypt hosts nearly 9 million migrants and ref-
ugees, including 4 million Sudanese and 1.5 million 
Syrians. This influx places immense strain on Egypt’s 
economy, particularly given declining revenues from 
key sources like tourism, remittances and revenues 
from the Suez Canal, exacerbated by global econom-
ic downturns. Efforts to alleviate Egypt’s foreign 
currency crisis appear promising, with development 
projects underway in the Ras El-Hikma area and the 
announcement of an $8 billion financing agreement 
with the International monetary Fund. El-Sisi em-
phasized Egypt’s commitment to curbing illegal mi-
gration during a summit with the prime ministers of 
Greece and Cyprus in 2020, affirming that Egypt pur-
sues this goal based on its own capabilities and moral 
obligations, refraining from leveraging the issue for 
financial or political gain.
The partnership between Egypt and the EU presents sig-
nificant opportunities to comprehensively and sustainably 
address the multifaceted issue of illegal migration. by pool-
ing their strengths and resources, both parties can strive to 
create a safer, more prosperous and more humane environ-
ment for migrants and host communities alike.
Recognizing the imperative of addressing the root caus-
es of illegal migration, officials on both sides emphasize 
the importance of enhancing economic development, fos-
tering job opportunities and promoting social stability in 
migrant-prone areas. Investments in education, vocational 
training and infrastructure projects are deemed essential 
components of this holistic approach.

The violent interruption and 
eventual cancellation of the 

pro-Palestine conference was 
a worrying escalation in the 
repression of the Palestinian 
solidarity movement that has 
been under way in Germany 
and across the West for the 
past six months. German 
police invaded the venue 

of the Palestine Congress, 
organised by Jewish Voice 
for Peace together with 
DiEm25 and civil rights 
groups, and shut it down 
by cutting off electricity, 

confiscating microphones, 
and detaining some of the 
participants. Then, in an 
unprecedented move, it 

issued a “betätigungsverbot” 
(ban on activities) against 
Yanis Varoufakis, Ghassan 
Abu-Sitta, and Salman Abu-
Sitta – three of the keynote 

speakers. As a result, former 
Greek Finance minister 
Yanis Varoufakis, a vocal 

figure in the global...

They accuse the EU of 
prioritizing halting illegal 

migration at any cost, 
potentially overlooking the 
plight of migrants.These 
agreements encompass 

various areas of cooperation, 
ranging from trade to 

clean energy initiatives to 
migration management. 
European leaders view 
them as instrumental in 
addressing the surge of 
migrants into Europe. 
Frontex, the European 

Agency for the management 
of Operational Cooperation 

at the External borders, 
reported another increase in 

illegal migration rates to 
EU countries last year



WORLD / SPORTS06
Thursday, May 02, 2024

IslamabadPOST

PARIS: Going for a dip in the 
Seine on a hot summer’s day 
has been the pipedream of 
many a Parisian since swim-
ming in the river was formal-
ly banned a century ago. but 
floating on your back under 
the Eiffel Tower could very 
soon become reality thanks 
to the Paris Olympics. The 
river will be the star of the 
opening ceremony of the 
Games on July 26 and will 
host the triathlon and the 
swimming marathon. Then, 
if all goes well, next summer 
Parisians and tourists will be 
able to dive in too.
like Zurich and munich 
before it, Paris has been re-
claiming its river with one 
of three new urban “beach-
es” to open under the win-
dows of its historic town 
hall next year, with another 
almost at the foot of the Eif-
fel Tower. Nearly 30 more 
-- complete with pontoons, 
showers and parasols -- are 

planned for the suburbs 
and along the marne, which 
flows into the Seine just 
east of the French capital.
Once regarded as an open-
air dump, former French 
president Jacques Chirac 
first floated the idea of 
swimming in the Seine in 
1990. but it was the cur-
rent mayor Anne Hidalgo 
who really ran with the 
idea, making it a pillar of 
her Olympic bid in 2016.
Some 1.4 billion euros has 
been spent on colossal pub-
lic works to counter pollu-
tion, with Hidalgo vowing to 
swim in the Seine herself in 
late June. French President 
Emmanuel macron says he 
too will take the plunge -- but 
is coy about saying exactly 
when. For many it feels like 
a long-held fantasy is finally 
within reach -- a return to 
an 18th-century idyll when 
Parisians splashed naked in 
the Seine. but there is a big 

if to all this: the sometimes 
sharp fluctuations in the 
Seine’s water quality after 
storms. Disastrous Olympic 
test events last August have 
raised doubts over whether 
the triathletes and mara-
thon swimmers will be al-
lowed to race for gold in the 
river. most of the events had 
to be cancelled because the 
water failed to meet Europe-
an standards on two bacteri-
as found in faeces. Unusual-
ly violent downpours and a 
faulty valve in the sewage 
system were blamed. but 
it prompted the reigning 
Olympic marathon cham-
pion Ana marcela Cunha 
to call for a “plan b”. “The 
health of athletes should 
come before everything,” 
the brazilian great told AFP.
What happened to lifeguard 
GaelleDeletang will not re-
assure her. The 56-year-old, 
a member of the French 
capital’s aquatic civil de-

fence team, got “diarrhoea 
and a rash” after swimming 
in the Seine in central Paris 
this winter, with the river 
looking decidedly brown 
in march as flood water 
poured over some of its 
banks. Several other volun-
teers “had a bug for three 
weeks... and everyone 
had stomach upsets”, she 
added. Young adventurer 
Arthur Germain -- who hap-
pens to be the mayor of Par-
is’s son -- also came across 
“zones where I had trouble 
breathing” from both indus-
trial and agricultural pol-
lution when he swam the 
whole 777-kilometre length 
of the Seine in 2021.
In deepest rural burgundy -- 
days before he got anywhere 
near Paris -- he measured 
levels of faecal matter well 
above EU limits for swim-
ming. Further north he 
swam past farmers spraying 
pesticides by the riverbank. 

His “worst day”, however, 
was a few kilometres down-
stream from the capital as 
he passed a sewage works 
at Gennevilliers. Yet there 
was progress in the summer 
of 2022, when the Seine 
passed EU water quality 
tests at three test points in 
Paris, only to fail at all 14 in 
the capital last year.
With five big anti-pollution 
plants due to come on 
stream in the weeks leading 
up to the Games, Paris may-
or Hidalgo was bullish on 
Tuesday, saying the “quali-
ty of the water will be right 
up there. “We are going 
to make it despite all the 
scepticism,” she declared. 
Remi Delorme, captain of 
a boat that has been fishing 
rubbish from the river since 
1980, has seen progress.
His 20-metre (65-foot) cat-
amaran belenos sucks up 
rubbish from dead leaves 
and plastic bags to bicycles.

Delorme, 36, has seen it all. 
“Scooters, sofas, dead an-
imals, and once or twice a 
year, human corpses. You get 
used to it,” he told AFP. but 
year after year, the rubbish 
the boat hoovers up has been 
falling, from a high of 325 
tonnes to 190 tonnes in 2020.
The push to make the 
Seine swimmable for the 
Olympics has accelerated a 
French government plan to 
limit waste water and sew-
age getting into both it and 
the river marne. A 2018 law 
obliges the boats and barg-
es that line the Seine to be 
hooked up to the city’s sew-
ers to stop them flushing 
directly into the river. Offi-
cials said by march almost 
all were following the rules. 
“Uncontrolled flushing has 
a major impact on faecal 
bacteria in the river,” said 
Jean-marie mouchel, pro-
fessor of hydrology at the 
Sorbonne University.

Paris dream of swimming in Seine within reach
His “worst day”, however, was a few kilometres downstream 

from the capital as he passed a sewage works at Gennevilliers
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vows to 
increase...
From Page 01

projects for the deprived 
classes like those estab-
lished in the developed 
countries.  “It was not an 
objective behind the crea-
tion of Pakistan that there 
would be a difference be-
tween the rich and the poor.  
Quaid-e-Azam muhammad 
Ali Jinnah led a massive 
movement in which the 
people offered huge sacri-
fices. The motive was the 
establishment of a welfare 
state in which everyone 
would have equal opportu-
nities to excel in life on the 
basis of one’s capacity and 
ability and take the country 
forward,” he added. The 
prime minister reiterated 
that they were striving to 
end corruption and prom-
ised that all the organs of 
government and other state 
institutions, with their col-
lective efforts, would carve 
a niche for Pakistan among 
the comity of nations. 

COAS, UK 
counterpart 

discuss...
From Page 01

the statement added. COAS 
munir and Gen Sanders ad-
dressed the opening session 
of the sixth Pakistan-UK 
Regional Stabilisation Con-
ference at Islamabad’s Na-
tional Defence University 
on Tuesday, the ISPR said. 
The UK Army’s CGS-des-
ignate also attended the 
event. The conference is a 
flagship defence and security 
dialogue between Pakistan 
and the UK, held alternate-
ly in the two countries, the 
statement noted. It brings to-
gether a “formidable corpus 
of subject matter experts in 
diverse domains, including 
diplomats, defence officials, 
intellectuals and civil society 
representatives”. In connec-
tion with the conference, a 
30-member UK delegation 
led by Standing Joint Force 
Commander major General 
Tom bateman was visiting 
Pakistan from April 29 to 
may 3, the ISPR said. “Dur-
ing the conference, delega-
tions from both sides will 
exchange perspectives on 
global and regional environ-
ment and its impact on na-
tional security, and regional 
peace and stability,” it added.

Washington 
reaffirms 
support...

From Page 01
and building programs and 
supporting a series of US 
and Pakistan military-to-mil-
itary engagements,” he not-
ed. Patel’s remarks come 
as both countries, during a 
meeting between US Acting 
Under Secretary for Polit-
ical Affairs John bass and 
Acting Foreign Secretary 
Ambassador Rahim Hayat in 
Islamabad, reaffirmed their 
commitment to enhance 
cooperation in the areas of 
trade, investment and re-
gional security. last week, 
the US State Department, in 
its “2023 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practic-
es” had underscored the 
lack of necessary measures 
by Pakistan with regard to 
addressing human rights 
abuses in the country.

Police foil 
terrorist at-

tack at...
From Page 01

seven police officials were 
injured including Assistant 
Sub Inspector (ASI) Im-
ran, Constables muham-
mad Amir, Ashiq Zain, Re-
hmat Ullah, Sanaullah and 
Elite Force officials Tariq 
and Shahid manzoor while 
the terrorists managed to 
escape. The injured offi-
cials were shifted to the 
hospital from where the 
constable Shahid manzo-
or was referred to Nishtar 
Hospital multan due to 
critical injuries. Region-
al Police Officer (RPO) 
Capt (retd) Sajjad Hassan 
Khan and District Police 
Officer (DPO) Ahmed mo-
hiuddin reached the check 
post and appreciated the 
officials. In a statement 
issued on Wednesday, the 
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IG) Punjab Dr Usman 
Anwar, lauded the police 
performance for foiling 
terrorist attack. He direct-
ed RPO and DPO DG Khan 
Division to ensure the 
best medical facilities for 
the injured police officials.

Champions Trophy: PCB shapes 
up security plans for Indian team
“If they [India] are doing propaganda, why aren’t you doing as well?” Naqvi asked 
the media. “We are not thinking of a hybrid model, there is no talk of the sort”

DNa

KARACHI: The Pakistan Cricket 
board (PCb) is shaping up secu-
rity plans for the Indian cricket 
team ahead of the Champions Tro-
phy 2025 which is to be played in 
the country in February next year.
The PCb has already put forward 
three venues to the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) in the initial 
draft schedule and the governing 
body will take feedback from the 
participating nations on it.
Pakistan has decided to minimise 
India’s travelling as a security 
measure, sources told Geo News. 
It was further revealed that in the 
first round, all of India’s matches 
will be held in a single city. How-
ever, the name of the city or ven-
ue has not been revealed yet.
ICC’s pitch consultant Andy At-
kinson arrived at the National Sta-
dium in Karachi on Wednesday 
where he shared his input with lo-
cal ground staff over the prepara-
tion of pitches for the mega event.
Atkinson will visit three venues, 

starting from Karachi, to inspect 
playing facilities. After Kara-
chi, he will also visit lahore and 
Rawalpindi. Earlier on Tuesday, 
PCb chief mohsin Naqvi told the 

press that there is no reason for 
India not to travel to Pakistan for 
the Champions Trophy. “We have 
sent the schedule [of the Champi-
ons Trophy] to the ICC, all eight 

teams will come,” Naqvi assured. 
“There is no reason as to why In-
dia would refuse to come.
“If they [India] are doing propa-
ganda, why aren’t you doing as 

well?” Naqvi asked the media. “We 
are not thinking of a hybrid mod-
el, there is no talk of the sort.” 
Remember, Pakistan is also up-
grading their venues in Karachi, 
Rawalpindi and lahore and Naqvi 
is eager to complete the renova-
tion work in four to five months. 
“The stadium upgrading work is 
going on rapidly. Yes, there have 
been some delays but we are de-
termined to get it done as soon as 
possible,” Naqvi said. “We have 
a three-member committee that 
is exclusively working on that. 
There is a director infrastructure, 
director international cricket and 
the remaining is director domes-
tic cricket.” This event will mark 
the return of the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy after an eight-year 
hiatus, with its last occurrence 
in 2017, when Pakistan emerged 
victorious by defeating India in 
the final. The teams confirmed 
for the 2025 ICC Champions 
Trophy include Pakistan (hosts), 
India, South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, Afghanistan, Eng-
land, and bangladesh.

PTI 
demands 
full court 

minus CJP
From Page 01

Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) penned letter to 
chief justice to take up the 
matter of spy agencies’ 
meddling in judicial affairs 
in the Supreme Judicial 
Council but he referred 
the matter to the execu-
tive and prime minister 
was asked to form a com-
mission to investigate the 
matter. However, he said 
that they should not forget 
that two persons who were 
implicated one of them was 
prime minister and other 
was operatives of intelli-
gence agencies, adding 
that giving responsibility 
to an implicated person to 
constitute commission and 
appoint its head to look 
into the matter was in itself 
a crime in our view, which 
was committed by CJP. He 
made it clear that if puni-
tive actions were not taken 
against the meddling of ju-
dicial affairs by operators 
of spy agencies, the prac-
tice could be not reined in 
come what may.   PTI CIS 
stated that the entire judi-
ciary was standing on one 
side about the interfering 
in judicial affairs, while 
the CJP on the other side, 
who always kept on saying 
that there was meddling in 
judiciary during his tenure 
despite the fact that even 
a common man knew that 
even today there was a ju-
diciary was infringed upon.

Kundi hails 
PPP’s role in 
uplifting...

From Page 01
Kundi asserted: “The PPP 
has always played a vital 
role in prioritising the inter-
ests of the people of Sindh 
and balochistan.” “Whenev-
er, the PPP got the opportu-
nity to come to power, the 
party increased the wages 
of the labourers,” he added  
Few days back, Kundi said 
that his party was having no 
issue in line with the talks 
with the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) and military 
leadership. Addressing the 
press conference, Kundi 
asserted: “The PTI has 
five franchises. Each one 
of them has its own nar-
rative. Those people who 
have been brought back to 
the country by the PTI are 
indulged in terrorism”

IMF team 
due on May 
15 for talks 

From Page 01
A couple of day ago the ImF 
executive board had given 
the green light for a USD 
1.1 billion loan tranche for 
Pakistan, signalling the 
conclusion of the second 
bailout package. later the 
amount was transferred to 
the State bank of Pakistan. 
This latest funding marks 
the third and final install-
ment of a USD 3 billion 
standby arrangement with 
the ImF, crucial for Paki-
stan to stave off a sovereign 
default. looking ahead, Pa-
kistan is eyeing a new, more 
substantial ImF loan over 
a longer duration. Finance 
minister muhammad Au-
rangzeb had indicated that 
Islamabad could secure a 
staff-level agreement on the 
new programme as early as 
July. The focus is on secur-
ing a loan spanning at least 
three years to bolster mac-
roeconomic stability and 
implement much-needed 
structural reforms. 

Pakistan 
condemns 

Herat...
From Page 01

“The people and govern-
ment of Pakistan extend 
their heartfelt condolences 
to the people of Afghan-
istan. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the victims 
and their families in this 
hour of grief,” a Foreign 
Office statement said. “Pa-
kistan condemns terrorism 
in all its forms and mani-
festations, including des-
picable attacks on places of 
worship,” it added. While 
no group claimed the at-
tack, the regional chapter 
of Da’ish is the largest 
security threat in Afghan-
istan and has frequently 
targeted Shia communi-
ties. The Taliban govern-
ment has pledged to pro-
tect religious and ethnic 
minorities since returning 
to power in August 2021, 
but rights monitors say 
they’ve done little to make 
good on that promise.

Pakistan squad update 
ahead of T20 WC, Ireland 

and England series
Pakistan's next assignment is a three-

match T20I series against Ireland
sPorts desk

lAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket board (PCb) will announce the squad for the upcom-
ing T20I series against Ireland and England on Thursday.
It must be noted that the chairman of the Pakistan Cricket board (PCb) mohsin Naqvi 
had confirmed in a press talk on Tuesday that the team for the England and Ireland 
T20I series will be announced on Wednesday. However, due to an important event 
near the Gaddafi Stadium, it won’t be possible to make the announcement today.
According to sources, Haris Rauf, who has recovered from a shoulder injury, is 
likely to make a comeback in the squad. Top-order batter Usman Khan is also likely 
to get more chances in the coming games.
Wicketkeeper-batter mohammad Rizwan, who suffered a hamstring injury during the 
recently-concluded New Zealand T20I series, is also feeling better than before and 
could be part of the squad for England and Ireland series, sources added.
meanwhile, the squad for the T20 World Cup 2024 will be announced after the conclusion 
of the first T20I against England, which will take place on may 22.
The initial deadline for squad submission for T20 World Cup was may 1 but the 
teams can make changes till 25th of the same month. After that, any changes will 
require approval from the event’s technical committee.

Pakistan's schedule of upcoming matches
Tour of Ireland

May 10: First T20I at Clontarf
May 12: Second T20I at Clontarf
May 14: Third T20I at Clontarf

Tour of England
May 22: First T20I at Leeds

May 25: Second T20I at Birmingham
May 28: Third T20I at Cardiff

May 30: Fourth T20I at The Oval
T20 World Cup 2024

June 6: Pakistan vs USA, Dallas
June 9: Pakistan vs India, New York

June 11: Pakistan vs Canada, New York
June 16: Pakistan vs Ireland, Lauderhill

Gloucestershire's ben 
Wells retires at 23

lONDON: England’s County Champi-
onship side Gloucestershire’s player 
ben Wells announced his retirement 
from cricket at the age of 23 due to a 
“rare” heart condition, confirmed the 
club on Wednesday. Wells made his 
Gloucestershire debut in September 
2021, scoring 40 on 94 deliveries in 
his first professional innings. He was 
considered one of the best players in 
the county championship.
In his last professional innings, Wells 
scored 108 not out against Durham 
in last season's metro bank One-
Day Cup. Wells was diagnosed with 
an arrhythmogenic right ventricular 
cardiomyopathy (ARVC) in a routine 
test before the commencement of 

pre-season, after which he announced 
his retirement. "This is something 
that I never thought I would have to 
write," Wells said in his open letter. 
"As tough as it is, this diagnosis has 
likely saved my life, and in time I 
hope that I can see it in that light. 
I'm very thankful to the doctors who 
have picked this up as soon as they 
could have. "I could never have im-
agined that this is the path that cricket 
would have taken me down. I've loved 
every moment and am very grateful to 
have had the chance to live out a part 
of this dream, even if it was only for a 
few years. I will always be incredibly 
proud to be able to say I was a profes-
sional cricketer." – Agencies

Ancelotti provides 
bellingham  

injury update 
web desk

mADRID: Real madrid boss Carlo Ancelotti provided in-
jury update on star midfielder Jude bellingham after the 
first leg of the Champions league semi-final against bay-
ern munich on Tuesday, which ended in a 2-2 draw at the 
Allianz Arena. According to The Athletic, bellingham 
had a virus last week and had barely trained ahead of the 
match against bayern munich. The England internation-
al also suffered from cramps during the match. “He'll 
be back to his best. He had the injury, which affected 
him considerably. He hasn't been at his best, but he'll 
be back very soon and by Wednesday he'll be at 100%," 
Ancelotti said. “Jude bellingham was not at the best lev-
el tonight, but same for the entire team. bellingham got 
cramps after 60 mins so I had to sub him off,” he added.



 BUSINESS / WORLD Thursday,  May 02 , 2024
IslamabadPOST

dNa

bEIJING: Hafiz muhammad Usman, 
a post-doctoral fellow at Guizhou Uni-
versity, felt a sense of gratitude that he 
could introduce the advanced agricul-
tural technologies he learnt in China to 
his motherland Pakistan.  Since 2017, 
Guizhou University has initiated the 
“Ph.D. Village Chief” program, and in-
vited doctoral students, postgraduates 
and undergraduates to join the agricul-
tural activities and apply their achieve-
ments in scientific research to agri-
cultural development in rural areas, 
particularly back in their hometowns.  
This year, it was the first time the uni-
versity invited foreigners to take part 
in the “Ph.D. Village Chief” program, 
attracting five post-doctoral fellows 
from Pakistan and India, according to 
Wang Yong, professor and deputy di-
rector of the department of plant pro-
tection in the College of Agriculture, 

Guizhou University, Xinhua reported.  
Usman came to study in China in 
2017 and gained his doctor’s degree 
at Huazhong Agricultural University 
in central China’s Hubei Province. 
He decided to continue to carry out 
post-doctoral research at Guizhou 
University in 2023, and now serves 
as a fungal disease expert at the 
plant protection department.  The 
key researches carried out by the 
College of Agriculture of Guizhou 
University are the creation of green 
pesticides, the continuous control of 
crop diseases and pests, as well as 
quality and safety management of 
agricultural products.  Pepper is one 
of the major agricultural produces in 
Guizhou. Over the past few years, 
pepper production had been affect-
ed as plant pathogens developed 
resistance to fungicides.  Usman 
and other members of the research 
team took samples across the prov-
ince and carried out experiments to 

find effective chemical alternatives 
to control drug-resistant fungal pop-
ulations and increase pepper yields.  
In January this year, he went back 
to Pakistan for the winter vacation. 
During the one-and-a-half-month 
he spent back at home, he visited 
local agricultural departments and 
some villages. He discovered that 
local farmers hardly mastered the 
technologies to deal with plant dis-
eases and pests.  He then organized 
three seminars with the support of 
local agricultural research institutes, 
sharing with more than 500 local 
farmers sustainable methods to con-
trol plant diseases. 
besides seminars, he also walked 
into the fields and taught farmers 
on-site methods to recognize pests 
and diseases as well as to prepare 
pesticides in the correct proportion.  
maqsood Ahmed, also a postdoctor-
al fellow and member of the “Ph.D. 
Village Chief” program at Guizhou 

University, hails from a major agri-
cultural province of Pakistan, which 
mainly produces cereals and fruits, 
including maize, wheat, mango and 
banana.  During the winter vaca-
tion, Ahmed visited the agricultural 
department in his hometown and 
learnt about problems affecting lo-
cal agricultural development.  He 
organized several seminars in local 
universities to exchange advanced 
technologies he has learned in China 
with Pakistani teachers and students. 
Ahmed promoted green pest control 
techniques suitable to local crops.  
Ahmed said that these techniques, in-
cluding using biological control, pher-
omone traps and repellents, microbial 
pesticides, natural predators and 
beneficial insects, focus on manag-
ing pests in an environment-friendly 
and sustainable manner, minimizing 
the use of synthetic chemicals and 
reducing harm to non-target organ-
isms and ecological systems.

Pakistan academics sow seeds of  cross-
border agricultural cooperation

Briefs

Traumatized Gazans bracing for 
Israel’s full-scale assault on Rafah

There is an extraordinary, deep anxiety prevailing right now in Gaza because the  
question everybody asks is whether, yes or no, there would be a military offensive,” UNRWA  

Commissioner-General Philippe lazzarini told
UITED NATIONS: Ordinary 
Gazans remain in a “constant state 
of trauma” over an impending full-
scale Israeli attack on the enclave’s 
southernmost city of Rafah amid a 
growing number of strikes there, ac-
cording to the head of the UN agen-
cy for Palestinian refugees. “There 
is an extraordinary, deep anxiety 
prevailing right now in Gaza be-
cause the question everybody asks 
is whether, yes or no, there would 
be a military offensive,” UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Philippe 
lazzarini told reporters in Geneva 
on Tuesday. Following several re-
ports by the UN aid coordination 
office, OCHA, of “intensive strikes 
on Rafah” that caused dozens of 
fatalities, lazzarini said a full-scale 
invasion of Rafah – currently home 
to around one million displaced 
Gazans – depended on “whether or 
not a ceasefire deal will be reached 
this week”. Despite renewed inter-
national pressure for a humanitari-
an pause, including from the United 
States, no breakthrough in negoti-
ations has yet been announced. In 
the meantime, Gaza’s hunger crisis 
has not gone away, the UNRWA 
chief said, pointing to “a spreading 
hunger and a looming famine”, es-
pecially in the northern part of the 

enclave.  “The good news is that my 
colleagues have reported that there 
is more food available in the market 
– so increase the availability – but 
it still does not mean that the food 
is accessible just because there is 
absolutely no cash circulating in the 
northern part of the Gaza Strip.” 
Echoing concerns in a regular up-
date on the crisis, OCHA noted 
that the situation remains dire in 
Rafah, where residents “face se-
vere challenges in accessing basic 
services such as healthcare, clean 
water and sanitation facilities”. The 
UN aid coordination office added 
that the coastal water board had 
warned that the entire water and 
sanitation system was “nearing col-
lapse”.  To address the rising need 
for safe drinking water, the Gazan 
utility and the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) unveiled a solar-oper-
ated water desalination station in 
Rafah last week. It can produce 
enough potable water for 400 fami-
lies at a school sheltering displaced 
people.  To help meet still-desper-
ate nutrition needs, UNICEF and 
more than a dozen humanitarian 
partners have also expanded outpa-
tient treatment services for acutely 
malnourished children to more 
than 100 sites across Gaza, includ-

ing more than 50 in Rafah and three 
dozen in the north. In a glimmer 
of good news, lazzarini said that 
more humanitarian supplies have 
entered the enclave in past weeks 
than in previous months, but it is 
“still far from enough to reverse 
the negative trend we have seen”. 
UNRWA’s requests to send aid con-
voys continue to be “systematically 
denied” by Israel, he continued, 
adding that the laborious process 
of having to unload and reload 
supplies to allow for inspection in-
creased delays that were already 
impacted by operating hours of the 
crossing into Gaza that vary “from 
one day to another”. The crossing 
into Gaza could also be closed at a 
moment’s notice and “many times a 
week” by the Israeli authorities, the 
UN official said, “because they are 
just dumping released detainees or 
dumping sometimes (Palestinians’) 
bodies who have been taken to Is-
rael and back to the Gaza Strip”. 
After renewing his call in common 
with the UN Secretary-General for 
the “unconditional and immediate 
release” of all Israeli hostages still 
held in Gaza, the UNRWA chief 
underscored deep concerns for all 
Gazans detained by the Israeli Se-
curity Forces. Citing testimonies 

of released detainees, lazzarini 
explained that they described being 
“routinely rounded up, stripped to 
their underwear and loaded into 
trucks, blindfolded and bound”. 
Once arrested, the detainees re-
mained incommunicado and faced 
“shocking inhumane treatment, 
including waterboarding, severe 
beatings, attacks by dogs and being 
forced to hold that stress position 
for hours, sometimes 12 hours, 
24 hours”.  Detainees who Isra-
el suspected of Hamas affiliation 
were also forced to wear a diaper 
instead of being able to go to the 
toilet and were also “pressured” to 
state that UNRWA was “politically 
affiliated” in the Gaza Strip, in vi-
olation of its neutral status. Gazan 
health authorities report that at 
least 34,500 Palestinians have 
been killed and more than 77,700 
wounded in Israeli attacks since 7 
October. To date, 182 UNRWA staff 
have been killed and more than 160 
of the agency’s premises have been 
damaged or totally destroyed, the 
Commissioner-General reported. 
“most of these premises were shel-
tering displaced people and more 
than 400 people have been killed 
in these premises,” he said, before 
condemning the use of these facili-

ties for military purposes after they 
were vacated, many in northern 
Gaza.  This “blatant disregard of the 
United Nations” must be investigat-
ed once the war ends to prevent it 
becoming the “new standard” in 
warfare, lazzarini insisted. Turning 
to unproven allegations of Hamas 
collusion involving UNRWA staff, 
the Commissioner-General repeat-
edly stressed the agency’s neutrali-
ty, backed by the recently published 
findings of the Colonna inquiry, and 
noted that a separate UN investi-
gation into 19 individuals had com-
pletely cleared one staff member 
of any wrongdoing and had been 
paused into four other cases, since 
no further information had been 
provided to justify the accusations.
Speaking in French to reject se-
rial, unfounded allegations that 
have circulated since the out-
break of hostilities that hundreds 
of UNRWA staff were members 
of armed groups, lazzarini said 
“for the moment, these were just 
‘statements’ lacking any substan-
tiating information.” In a related 
development on Tuesday, the 
UN’s top court rejected a call to 
take action against Germany over 
the country’s arms exports to Is-
rael.—APP
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S. Korea to participate   
in AUKUS tech pact

SYDNEY:South Korea’s defence minister on Wednesday said his country was actively discussing participation in a land-
mark defence technology pact between Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States. “During today’s meeting 
we also discussed the possibility of partnering with AUKUS pillar two,” Shin Won-sik said, referring to a pact focused on 
developing hypersonic weapons, drones and other advanced technologies. Shin was speaking after a meeting of Australian 
and South Korean defence and foreign ministers in melbourne. AUKUS was established in 2021 with two main goals 
in mind: “Pillar one” aims to provide Australia with a fleet of nuclear-powered attack submarines. South Korea is 
not expected to be part of that project.  “Pillar two” focuses on developing advanced warfighting capabilities such 
as artificial intelligence, undersea drones and hypersonic missiles. Australia, the United Kingdom and the United 
States have said they are open to other partners taking part, with Japan, South Korea and New Zealand all said to 
be in consideration. Shin welcomed his country being considered as a means to “enhance regional peace”. “Korea 
is obviously a country with deeply impressive technology,” said Australian defence minister Richard marles. “So as 
AUKUS pillar two develops, I think there will be opportunities in the future”. bordered by North Korea, Seoul has 
one of the largest and most technologically advanced militaries in the region. “We do welcome that AUKUS mem-
bers are considering Korea as an AUKUS pillar two partner,” Shin said. “Korea’s defence, science and technology 
capabilities will contribute to peace and stability, (and to) the development of AUKUS pillar two.” AUKUS has been 
strongly opposed by China, which sees the pact as provoking division in Asia and risking nuclear proliferation. In 
recent years, beijing has tried to chip away at US influence across the Pacific. Washington has responded by trying 
to bind allies tighter together through a latticework of bilateral and multilaterial pacts. DNA

April temperatures in 
bangladesh hottest 

on record: forecaster
DHAKA:bangladesh last month saw the hottest average 
April temperatures since the country began keeping weath-
er records in 1948, a senior forecaster told AFP on Wednes-
day. “2024 was the hottest April since 1948 in terms of 
hot days and area coverage in the country,” bangladesh 
meteorological Department senior forecaster muhammad 
Abul Kalam mallik said. bangladesh remains in the grips of 
a suffocating heatwave that prompted authorities to close 
schools nationwide, with temperatures not expected to 
moderate until Thursday. “This year the heatwave covered 
around 80 percent of the country. We’ve not seen such 
unbroken and expansive heatwaves before,” mallik said. 
mallik said the 30-year average daily temperature for April 
between 1981 and 2010 was 33.2 degrees Celsius, but this 
year weather stations around the country recorded temper-
atures of between two and eight degrees higher. He added 
that bangladesh had not seen the usual pre-monsoon April 
thunderstorms which normally cools the South Asian na-
tion ahead of summer. —APP

ISLAMABAD: Apr30-Workers performing laborious job without any safety measures in a local industry in Sector 1-9 of Federal Capital. Labour Day being observed all over the 
world on May 1, which roots back to the fight for workers’ rights in the 19th-century United States. On May 1st, 1886, a massive strike erupted with nearly 200,000 workers 
demanding an eight-hour workday. This movement turned violent in Chicago, culminating in the Haymarket Affair. The Government of Pakistan has ratified 36 ILO Conven-
tions, including 8 fundamental conventions, as of now. In the South Asian sub-region, Pakistan is the second country that has ratified all eight fundamental conventions as 

enshrined in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, still Labours unable to get their rights in the country. —ONLINE

Southern China road 
collapse kills 19

bEIJING:At least 19 people died when part of a highway collapsed 
in southern China’s Guangdong province on Wednesday, state me-
dia reported. State broadcaster CCTV said a stretch of road between 
meizhou city and Dabu county in Guangdong province caved in at 
around 2:10 am (1810 GmT). The incident caused 18 vehicles to be-
come trapped and involved a total of 49 people, CCTV said. As of 
11:45 am, “19 people have been confirmed dead, and 30 are receiving 
all-out emergency care in hospital”, according to the broadcaster. It 
added that the lives of those hospitalised were “not currently at risk” 
but did not specify their injuries.  Social media footage shared by 
local news outlets showed flames and smoke emanating from a deep, 
dark pit into which cars seemed to have plummeted. Other clips 
showed around half a dozen people standing on a roadside gazing at 
the flashing lights of emergency vehicles in the distance. Authorities 
have dispatched around 500 people to the site to help with the res-
cue operation, CCTV reported. They are drawn from departments 
handling public security, emergency response, firefighting and 
mining rescue, according to the broadcaster. local authorities 
said in a notice that part of the S12 highway was closed in both 
directions and ordered drivers to take detours.—APP

Judge 
threatens 

Trump with 
jail over 

gag order 
violations

NEW YORK:The New York 
judge presiding over Don-
ald Trump’s hush mon-
ey trial fined the former 
president on Tuesday for 
defying a gag order and 
warned that further viola-
tions could see him thrown 
in jail. Trump, 77, is ac-
cused of falsifying busi-
ness records to reimburse 
his lawyer, michael Cohen, 
for a $130,000 payment 
made to porn star Stormy 
Daniels just days ahead of 
the 2016 election, in which 
Trump ran against Hillary 
Clinton. Keith Davidson, 
Daniels’ former lawyer, 
spent several hours on the 
witness stand on Tuesday 
testifying about the nego-
tiations he held with Co-
hen to secure the X-rated 
movie star’s silence about 
an alleged 2006 sexual 
encounter with Trump. 
before Davidson’s testi-
mony, Judge Juan merchan 
held Trump in contempt 
of court for multiple vio-
lations of a gag order he 
imposed on the former 
president ahead of the 
trial prohibiting him from 
publicly attacking witness-
es, jurors or court staff 
and their relatives. fined 
Trump $1,000 each for 
nine specific violations of 
the gag order, and instruct-
ed him to remove seven 
“offending posts” from his 
Truth Social account and 
two from a campaign web-
site. The posts were re-
moved Tuesday afternoon. 
lamenting that he could 
not impose a fine “more 
commensurate with the 
wealth of the contemnor,” 
the judge warned Trump, -- 
the first former president 
to face criminal charges 
-- that he could be jailed 
if he continues to violate 
the gag order. Defendant 
is hereby warned that the 
Court will not tolerate con-
tinued willful violations of its 
lawful orders and that if nec-
essary and appropriate under 
the circumstances, it will impose 
an incarceratory punishment,” 
merchan said.—Agencies 

US novelist 
Paul Auster 
dies aged 77

NEW YORK: Paul Auster, 
the prolific American nov-
elist whose works included 
“The New York Trilogy,” 
has died of complications 
from lung cancer, a friend 
of the novelist told AFP. He 
was 77. Auster died on Tues-
day evening at his home in 
brooklyn surrounded by 
family, including his wife 
Siri Hustvedt and daughter 
Sophie Auster, his friend 
and fellow author Jacki lyd-
en said in a statement sent 
to AFP. He made his name 
with noirish, existentialist 
novels about lonely writers, 
outsiders and down-and-out-
ers that were a huge hit in 
Europe particularly. author 
with the soulful, sunken 
eyes gained cult status in 
the 1980s and 1990s with 
his “New York Trilogy” of 
metaphysical mysteries and 
his hip film “Smoke,” about 
the lost souls who frequent 
a brooklyn tobacco shop.
Hustved, also an author, 
announced in march 2023 
that he had been diagnosed 
with cancer. Auster’s work 
straddles the divide be-
tween the middlebrow and 
the highbrow. His more 
than 30 books are as likely 
to be found in airports as on 
university reading lists and 
have been translated into 
more than 40 languages. 
His life was marred by trag-
edy in later years, with his 
10-month-old granddaugh-
ter dying after ingesting 
heroin and his son Daniel, 
the child’s father, dying of 
an overdose 10 months lat-
er. lyden called Auster a 
“writer’s writer” who cov-
ered “every facet of loss, 
loneliness, and the joys and 
sorrows of a life in words”. 
“He never lost touch with 
human suffering, and con-
nectedness, and it made 
him the beloved writer he 
has become,” she said.
Auster grew up in Newark, 
New Jersey, the son of Jew-
ish Polish immigrants.
He moved to New York to 
attend Columbia Univer-
sity and after graduating 
spent four years in France, 
where he made a living off 
translations while honing 
his craft as a writer. His big 
breakthrough came with 
“The New York Trilogy,” a 
philosophical twist on the 
detective genre featuring 
a shady quartet of private 
investigators named blue, 
brown, black, and White.
His gift for sharp dialogue 
-- Auster mercilessly ed-
ited himself for sentence 
rhythm -- was key to the 
success of “Smoke,” which 
he wrote and co-directed, 
about a brooklyn smoke 
shop owner played by Har-
vey Keitel.—APP

Finland’s 
fading interest 

in Russian 
language

lAPPE E NRA NTA : Two 
Finnish towns near the Rus-
sian border plan to close 
schools offering Russian 
language and culture class-
es, upsetting parents and 
students who say cross-cul-
tural understanding is need-
ed more than ever.
Finland’s relations with its 
powerful eastern neighbour 
have soured since Russia’s 
2022 invasion. The war 
prompted Helsinki to re-
verse its decades-long poli-
cy of military non-alignment 
and join NATO in April 
2023, a decision that an-
gered moscow.
When the towns of lap-
peenranta and Joensuu 
announced this year they 
would close their two 
schools focusing on Rus-
sian language and culture 
due to a lack of resources, 
school representatives 
saw it as fallout from the 
rise of anti-Russian sen-
timent in Finland since 
the war in Ukraine. The 
headmaster of the School 
of Eastern Finland, Katri 
Anttila, said town officials 
were no longer keen to 
maintain Russian language 
studies after the invasion. 
“This is part of the same 
trend, which is very sad. 
I am happy we have par-
ents and students who 
do not link the Russian 
language to Russian Pres-
ident (Vladimir) Putin and 
the Russian government, 
because language should 
never be linked to poli-
tics or a certain country,” 
Anttila said.The School of 
Eastern Finland has three 
branches in the towns of 
lappeenranta, Imatra and 
Joensuu, the only schools 
outside the capital Helsin-
ki that offer Russian cul-
ture and language studies 
in addition to the Finnish 
curriculum.—DNA



THURSDAY, MAY 02, 2024    |    WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

IslamabadPOST

ForeigN desk 

CANbERRA: A string of senior Australian ministers on Wednesday refused 
to confirm reports that a “nest” of Indian spies had been uncovered in the 
country and expelled — allegations that threaten to damage a burgeoning 
alliance. Australia’s prime minister and foreign, defence and treasury min-
isters all dodged questions about allegations that Indian spooks tried to 
steal defence secrets and monitor expatriate communities in 2020.
Prime minister Anthony Albanese said he would not comment on intel-
ligence matters, after public broadcaster AbC broke the news citing un-
named “national security and government figures”.
Intelligence bosses revealed in 2021 that they had rumbled a “nest of 
spies” sent to Australia to steal defence secrets and monitor their coun-
try’s expats. Although the foreign spies were expelled from the country 
at the time, Australian officials have long refused to say who they were 
working for. local media now claim to have solved the mystery, with AbC 
alleging they were intelligence operatives dispatched from India.
The revelations are politically awkward for Canberra, given the growing 
security relationship between India and Australia. Alongside the United 
States and Japan, they are members of the Quad security partnership. 

Albanese wooed Indian Prime minister Narendra modi during a visit to 
Australia last year, referring to him as the “boss” during a massive rally of 
Indian-Australians. like many Western capitals, Canberra has chosen to 
play down concerns about the sectarian policies and democratic backslid-
ing of modi’s Hindu-nationalist government, in favour of developing trade 
and defence ties. Relations between India and Canada cratered after Prime 
minister Justin Trudeau publicly linked Indian intelligence to the killing of 
a Canadian citizen, a Sikh separatist, on Canadian soil. New Delhi called 
the allegations “absurd”. Australian Foreign minister Penny Wong refused 
to comment on “intelligence matters”, although she said it was crucial to 
“assert the importance of our democratic principles”. Wong said Australia 
would “maintain the resilience of our democracy, including in the face of 
any suggestion of foreign interference”. “And we have laws to deal with 
that,” she added. Treasurer Jim Chalmers said it was “not something I’m 
prepared to go into” — but stressed Australia had a “good relationship with 
India”. Top spymaster mike burgess has previously accused the spies of 
trying to cultivate politicians, police and embassy staff. “They tried to ob-
tain classified information about Australia’s trade relationships,” he said 
in 2021, without naming their nationality. “They asked a public servant to 
provide information on security protocols at a major airport.” The Indian 
High Commission did not respond to a request for comment.

Prime minister Anthony Albanese said he would not comment on 
intelligence matters, after a public broadcaster broke the news 

citing unnamed “national security and government figures”

Australia tiptoes around Indian spy scandal

Briefs
CM Maryam 

suggests 
critics serve 

people 
abid raza

lAHORE: Punjab Chief min-
ister maryam Nawaz has sug-
gested her detractors also 
serve the people so that their 
videos will also be made, ask-
ing them to get out of their 
rooms and serve. In her 
speech at the inauguration 
ceremony of a field hospital 
in lahore, the chief minister 
said it was a dream to provide 
health facilities to the people 
at their doorsteps. “I con-
gratulate those who made 
the project of field hospitals 
a success. A field hospital 
has all the facilities of a clin-
ic,” she announced. 
She further said that the 
facility of lady health work-
ers will also be available at 
the field hospital, as well 
as OPD, immunization, 
and first aid. The facility 
of surgery is also available 
in case of an emergency, 
besides the availability of 
X-ray machines, radiology, 
ultrasound, ECG, a pharma-
cy, and maternal and child 
health services.
maryam Nawaz said the Pun-
jab government will provide 
health facilities to the poor, 
adding that medicines will be 
stored in Punjab in a modern 
way. She further said that for-
mer prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif started the health card 
program and ran it successful-
ly. For this purpose, she said 
hospitals with 10 beds each 
were built, while the health 
cards were previously used to 
favour patients on a referral 
basis. The Cm further said 
that Pakistan’s first state-of-
the-art cancer hospital was 
going to be built, which will 
start functioning in a year. 
The construction of the can-
cer hospital is going on day 
and night, she said, adding 
that state-of-the-art hospitals 
will be built in every district 
of Punjab. maryam also dis-
pelled the impression that 
the upcoming air ambulance 
service was being launched 
for the rich, saying it would 
cater to the poor rather. 

Iran’s Khamenei calls for 
mounting pressure on Israel 

The issue of Gaza tops the world’s issues. At the international scene, the Zionists and their 
American and European supporters are doing whatever they can to cross out the issue of 
Gaza from the agenda of the world’s public opinion, but all in vain,” Ayatollah Khamenei said

News desk

TEHRAN: leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei has called 
for piling up pressure on the Israeli regime 
so that the issue of Palestinians in the be-
sieged Gaza Strip cannot be undermined.
Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks in 
an address to a group of teachers and ac-
ademics on Wednesday on the occasion of 
the National Teachers’ Day, which marks 
the martyrdom anniversary of Ayatollah 
morteza motahhari. “Today, the issue of 
Gaza tops the world’s issues. At the inter-
national scene, the Zionists and their Amer-
ican and European supporters are doing 
whatever they can to cross out the issue of 
Gaza from the agenda of the world’s public 
opinion, but all in vain,” Ayatollah Khame-
nei said. The leader pointed to the pro-Pal-
estine protest by students in American and 
European universities, and said, “Nations 
have become sensitive to the Gaza issue 
as it is the world’s top one. We should not 
allow this issue to be removed from the 
world’s public opinion, and pressure must 
increase on the Zionist regime day by day.”
Touching on the US police violence and 
excessive force against student protesters, 
the leader said the harsh treatment attest-
ed to the Islamic Republic’s rightful stance 
regarding its mistrust of America.
“look at how the Americans and the rele-
vant bodies in the country are dealing with 
verbal opposition to Israel. The students of 
US universities did not vandalize anything, 
did not shout destructive slogans, did not 
kill anyone, did not set fire to any place, did 
not break any glass; [but] this is how they 
are being treated,” the leader said.

“What people see in practice shows Ameri-
ca’s partnership and complicity in this hor-
rific crime, in this unforgivable sin, with the 
Zionist regime. They are accomplices. How 
can one be optimistic about such a system, 
about such a regime? How is it possible? Or 
how can one trust their words?” he added.

Ayatollah Khamenei underlined that Pales-
tine belongs to its “original owners” and 
normalization attempts will not calm the 
situation in the West Asia region. “Pales-
tine must return to its original owners. Pal-
estine belongs to the Palestinian people, 
including muslims, Christians and Jews; 

Palestine is for them and should return to 
them … this is how the problem of the West 
Asia region will be solved,” the leader said. 
“Some imagine that forcing neighboring 
countries to normalize their ties with the 
Zionist regime will iron out the problem. 
No, they are mistaken,” the leader added.
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KARACHI: President Asif Ali Zardari chairing a meeting on security/law and order situation of Sindh at Chief Minister House. – DNA

Blinken urges Hamas to agree Gaza truce
JERUSALEM: Top US diplomat Antony Blinken urged Ha-
mas to accept a truce in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday, af-
ter Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to 
send troops into its far southern city of Rafah. Washington 
has heightened pressure on all sides to reach a ceasefire 
-- a message pushed by Blinken, who was on his seventh 
regional tour since the Gaza war broke out in October. An 
Israeli official told AFP the government "will wait for an-
swers until Wednesday night", and then "make a decision" 
whether to send a delegation to indirect talks being bro-
kered by US, Egyptian and Qatari mediators in Cairo.
The Palestinian militant group said it was considering a 
plan for a 40-day ceasefire and the exchange of scores of 
hostages for larger numbers of Palestinian prisoners. Ha-
mas, whose envoys returned from Cairo talks to their base 
in Qatar, would "discuss the ideas and the proposal", said a 
Hamas source, adding: "We are keen to respond as quickly 
as possible." Blinken put the ball squarely in Hamas's court.
"There is a very strong proposal on the table right now. Ha-
mas needs to say yes, and needs to get this done," he said.
But analysts questioned whether Hamas would sign up to 
another temporary ceasefire like the week-long truce that 
saw more than 100 hostages released in November, knowing 
that Israeli troops could resume their onslaught as soon as 
it was over. Meanwhile, The president of the European Com-
mission has expressed opposition to Israel’s planned ground 
invasion of the city of Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip, 
denouncing the possible imminent attack as "completely 
unacceptable." Ursula von der Leyen made the remarks on 
Tuesday, after Israel said it had approved final plans for the 

phased invasion of Rafah despite growing international op-
position. It would be “completely unacceptable” for Israel 
to attack Rafah, she said, adding that the EU Commission 
would “sit down” with its member states and “act on that” if 
Israel invaded Rafah. Von der Leyen also noted, "I’m never 
drawing red lines, but I think it would be completely unac-
ceptable if (Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu 
would invade," in response to a question whether attacking 
Rafah would constitute "a red line" and result in EU sanc-
tions against Israel. The European Commission chief fur-
ther described as “unbearable” and “unacceptable” the situ-
ation in Rafah, while recalling her visit to the city. She also 
reiterated her call for a ceasefire in Gaza and the so-called 
two-state solution as "the only solution that will bring peace 
to the region.”   On Tuesday, Netanyahu pledged to carry 
out the planned ground invasion of Rafah, whether or not 
a ceasefire and a swap deal is reached with the Palestinian 
resistance movement Hamas. His remarks came after the Is-
raeli military’s chief of staff, Herzi Halevi, said the military 
had approved final plans for the phased invasion of Rafah 
as well as the refugee camps in the central part of Gaza in 
the next 72 hours. Rafah, situated in the Gaza Strip’s closed 
southern border with Egypt, is home to around 1.5 million 
Palestinians who have been displaced due to Israel’s ongo-
ing genocidal campaign in the besieged territory. Israel had 
designated Rafah a “safe zone,” but in recent months it has 
been threatening a full-scale military aggression, leaving 
the people sheltering there terrified with nowhere to go. 
The assault has mounted fears over a new carnage against 
Palestinians and drawn global condemnations. – Agencies

BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar in meeting with 
Gambian Minister of Petroleum and Energy Nani Juwara accompanied by Foreign Secretary, 

Muhammad Syrus Sajjad. He arrives in Gambia for the 15th OIC Islamic summit. – DNA

mian Iftikhar 
elected ANP 
KP president

shaMiM shahid

PESHAWAR:  mian Iftikhar 
Hussain was elected as ANP 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa presi-
dent during the intra-party 
elections. ANP spokesper-
son announced that Hus-
sain Shah Yousafzai secured 
the position of provincial 
general secretary, and Ars-
lan Khan was elected as 
the provincial information 
secretary. moreover, Syed 
Aqil Shah was elected as 
the senior vice president.  

Staff ‘posed’ 
as patients 

during 
Australian 
minister’s 
clinic tour

SYDNEY: When an Austral-
ian state health minister 
toured an urgent care clin-
ic, she saw how busy staff 
treated patients in crisis 
-- one rushed in by ambu-
lance, another lying injured 
on a trolley. but all was not 
as it seemed during Victoria 
Health minister mary-Anne 
Thomas’s visit last year to 
the clinic in the Colac heath 
area, southwest of the state 
capital melbourne.
Things were apparently not 
busy enough. So “approxi-
mately 10” local health staff 
posed as patients and sat in 
the waiting room, said an 
independent investigation 
into the August 9 visit re-
leased Wednesday.
In addition, “at least one 
ambulance” happened to 
arrive during the minis-
terial visit “containing an 
individual who posed as a 
patient” despite not need-
ing treatment, it said. One 
area health worker “who 
had presented with an in-
jury but who was not actu-
ally seeking medical treat-
ment, occupied a trolley 
in the back corridor”, the 
probe by Wise Workplace 
Solutions found. After the 
visit, the pretend patients’ 
registrations in the system 
were cancelled and they 
left “without any treat-
ment being administered”. 
“I didn’t notice anything 
in particular. I had no rea-
son to think that anything 
was untoward,” the health 
minister told reporters. 
“I’m very disappointed. I 
don’t need our health ser-
vices to be staging fake 
patients for me to know 
that our health system is 
facing challenges.” Victo-
ria’s health department 
said the incident was 
“inappropriate”. – APP

Students 
hold demo 

against 
Israeli 

aggression
 

DNa
lAHORE:Hundreds of stu-
dents from different uni-
versities on Tuesday held 
a protest demonstration 
outside the US consulate 
against Israeli aggres-
sion in Palestine. male 
and female students were 
wearing keffiyehs (a Pales-
tinian national symbol) to 
express unwavering soli-
darity with Palestinians 
and condemn the ongoing 
genocide perpetrated by 
the state of Israel with the 
support of the US.
The students were car-
rying Palestine flags and 
placards inscribed with 
slogans against Israel and 
America and in favour of 
Palestine. The protest 
was led by the Progressive 
Students Collective (PSC) 
and joined by diverse 
groups of students, so-
cial and political activists, 
academics, artists, and 
concerned citizens from 
all walks of life, united in 
their demand for justice 
and freedom for Palestine.


