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Saudi delegation 
visit to boost Pak 

economy: PM

Ansar Bhatti / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif has expressed the confidence that the 
visit of Saudi delegation headed by its Dep-
uty Minister for Investment will augur well 
for the country’s future. Chairing cabinet 
meeting in Islamabad on Tuesday, he said 
the head of Saudi delegation was apprecia-
tive of the determination and preparation 
demonstrated by the cabinet members dur-
ing the investment conference. The Prime 
Minister commended the role played by the 
cabinet members especially the commerce, 
petroleum and the finance as well as the 
secretaries during Pakistan-Saudi invest-
ment conference. He expressed the confi-
dence that they will continue to work with 
the same commitment for a better future of 
the country. Meanwhile, the Federal Cabi-
net has approved signing of Memorandum 
of Understanding between Pakistan and 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Japanese businessmen and investors led by Japanese Ambassador to 
Pakistan H.E Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

The Prime Minister commended the role played 
by the cabinet members especially the commerce, 

petroleum and the finance as well as the secretaries 
during Pakistan-Saudi investment conference

Invites Japanese investment 

Briefs

DG ISPR’s press 
conference ‘full 

of contradictions’
PTI calls for judicial commission

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Hours after a press conference by 
the military spokesperson on the events of May 9 
and the PTI’s involvement in them, party spokes-
person Raoof Hasan termed it as being “full of con-
tradictions”. Earlier today, Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) Director General (DG) Maj-Gen 
Ahmed Sharif said that any dialogue with the PTI 
could happen only if it “earnestly apologises in 
front of the nation, promises to adopt construc-
tive politics and forgoes politics of anarchy”. The 
DG ISPR made the remarks in a lengthy press 
conference in Rawalpindi just two days before 
May 9 — a day that holds significant importance 
in the country’s political landscape as it was on 
this day last year when military installations came 
under attack following PTI founder Imran Khan’s 
arrest, which formed the basis of a severe state 
crackdown against him and his party. Speaking 
to the media in Islamabad after the ISPR press 

Continued on Page 06

No talks with 
anarchist group,
DG ISPR warns

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Director General Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (DG ISPR) Major General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry 
Tuesday said that the perpetrators and facilitators of the 
May 9 riots need to be punished as per the Constitution 
and law of the land to preserve the credibility and faith in 
the country’s justice system. “The issue of May 9 riots is 
not limited to the Pakistan Army but [in fact] concerns the 
whole nation,” the military’s spokesperson said while ad-
dressing a press conference in Rawalpindi. Noting that the 
public was a witness to the May 9 incident the spokesperson 
lamented how some people were “brainwashed” against the 
armed forces and said: “We saw how some political leaders 
gave selected targets [to the mob]”. “We saw that only mil-
itary installations were attacked within a span of few hours 
[and] you saw the public outrage when evidence for this 
came to limelight. “The lies and deceit cannot continue [...] 

Continued on Page 06

May 9 perpetrators, facilitators will have to be 
punished as per Constitution, law: DG ISPR

Uzbek FM 
due in 

Islamabad 
today

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-
ister of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan Bakhtiyor Saidov 
is scheduled to arrive here 
on Wednesday (today) for 
a two-day official visit from 
May 8-9. During the visit, 
Foreign Minister Saidov will 
call on Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif and 
hold in-depth talks with Dep-
uty Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar on a wide range 
of bilateral issues of mutual 
interest, with special focus 
on trade and connectivity, 
according to a Foreign Office 
press release. The visit of 
the Uzbek foreign minister is 
expected to provide fresh im-
petus to the friendly relations 
between the two countries.

US resolves 
to extend 
support to 
Pakistan

Govt looks to uplift live 
stock sector, says Fakhr

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The United 
States resolved on Tuesday 
to extend support to Paki-
stan for reducing methane 
gas. Addressing an event 
in line with the USAID Cli-
mate Financing, US Ambas-
sador Blome said: “We are 
making all-out efforts to re-
duce the emission of meth-
ane gas in dairy farming. 

Continued on Page 06

News Desk

RAFAH: The Israeli military says it has taken full control 
of the Rafah crossing, which borders Egypt. Israeli tanks 
took over the crossing after advancing during the night fol-
lowing heavy bombardment of residential areas. The mili-
tary said the crossing is now disconnected from the Salah 
a-Din road in eastern Rafah, which was seized before. Tel 
Aviv said it would continue the operation in Rafah even 
after the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas said it 
had agreed to a proposal on ceasefire in Gaza put forward 
by Qatari and Egyptian mediators. Earlier, Israeli military 
aircraft  heavily bombed Rafah accompanied with ground 
advances shortly after Hamas said it had accepted the 
ceasefire proposal. The official Palestinian news agency 
Wafa and Egyptian media said Israeli military vehicles ad-
vanced towards the Palestinian side of the Rafah crossing 
with Egypt, as well as the Karem Shalom crossing with the 

Continued on Page 06

UNGA to vote on 
recognizing Palestine 

as full UN member
Foreign Desk

NEW YORK: The United Nations General Assembly 
has been scheduled to hold a vote on a draft resolu-
tion that would recognize Palestine as a full UN mem-
ber. Diplomats told media if the vote, set for Friday, 
goes through and gains landslide winning majority, 
the Assembly would recommend the UN Security 
Council “reconsider the matter favorably.” A condi-
tion to become a full UN member is to be approved by 
the 15-member UN Security Council. Diplomats say 

Continued on Page 06

Israeli forces capture Rafah 
crossing after heavy strikes

According to media sources, casualties were reported 
when the Israeli army bombed Salahuddin street in Rafah, 
while many others were evacuated to the Kuwaiti Hospital 

following attacks on areas around the Rafah border crossing

May 9 rioters need to be punished

‘Govt not doing anything 
about interference’

CJP during hearing says it was surprising 
none of the lawyers were on same page 

for judiciary's independence

Suo motu on IHC judges’ letter

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court of Pakistan’s 
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail on Tuesday 
said that the government was not doing an-
ything regarding the alleged interference in 
judicial matters. Justice Mandokhail made 
these remarks as a six-member bench of the 
top court, headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, resumed the suo motu 
hearing on the Islamabad High Court (IHC) 
judges’ letter accusing agencies meddling in 
judicial matters. The bench also comprises 
Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Jamal 
Khan Mandokhel, Justice Athar Minallah, 
Justice Musarrat Hilali and Justice Naeem 
Akhtar Afghan. On March 25, six judges of 
IHC had demanded CJP Isa to convene a 
judicial convention to consider the matter 
of alleged interference of intelligence oper-
atives in the judicial functions or “intimida-
tion” of judges in a manner that undermined 

Continued on Page 06

Zardari gets 
‘immunity’ in 

Toshakhana case
The case against Zardari cannot 

be proceed as long as he remains 
in office, argues Farooq H Naik

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: In view of the consti-
tutional immunity of the head of the 
state, an accountability court in Islam-
abad on Tuesday halted its proceedings 
against incumbent President Asif Ali 
Zardari in the Toshakhana vehicle ref-
erence. At the outset of today’s hearing, 
PPP’s lawyer Farooq H Naik — coun-
sel of President Zardari — appeared 

Continued on Page 06

MBS visit to Pakistan 
is ‘on the cards’, 
confirms FM Dar
Pakistan expected to 

receive final dates of visit 
from Saudi Arabia anytime 

in May, says deputy PM

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on 
Tuesday said that Pakistan was a sov-
ereign country and the present govern-
ment would take decisions in the best 
national interests to meet its energy 
requirements and fulfill international 

Continued on Page 06

PML-N’s 
general 
council 
meeting 

rescheduled
Nawaz Sharif, Saad 
Rafique likely to be 

made party president, 
secretary general in 

party huddle

Bureau Report

LAHORE: PML-N has re-
scheduled its general council 
meeting to May 28 on the 
occasion of “Youm-e-Tak-
beer” — the anniversary of 
Pakistan’s nuclear tests con-
ducted in 1998. “Following 
consultation with PML-N 
leaders, the party’s general 
council meeting will be held 
on May 28 to mark the 26th 
anniversary of nuclear tests,” 
Punjab Senior Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said in a 
statement. The meeting, pre-
viously scheduled for May 11, 
is likely to see key changes 
being approved with regards 
to the party leadership.

No governor’s 
rule in KP: 

Kundi
If KP CM marches 

on Islamabad, he will 
go somewhere else

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Governor Fais-
al Karim Kundi said on 
Tuesday governor’s rule 
was not being imposed in 
the province.  Speaking to 
media after visiting Mazar-
e-Quaid in Karachi, Kundi 
said he would try to be-
come voice of the people 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. “I 
will fight the case of people 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 
Islamabad,” he said.  The 
KP governor said he would 
like to promote love instead 
of spreading hatred among 
people. He said, “Every-
one in Pakistan is a free 
citizen, there is a Constitu-
tion and law in Pakistan.”  
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Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Ulema Council (PUC) on 
Tuesday announced the in-
itiation of a comprehensive 
nationwide reconciliation 
drive in a bid to foster po-
litical stability and national 
unity. The PUC Chairman, 
Hafiz Muhammad Tahir 
Mehmood Ashrafi, unveiled 
this decision in a press 
conference underscoring 
the critical importance 
of bridging differences 
among political and reli-
gious factions to propel 
Pakistan towards progress 
and prosperity. Emphasiz-
ing the need for concerted 
efforts, he disclosed that 

the PUC was initiating a 
mass contact campaign 
to mitigate the adverse 
effects of current polariza-
tion and foster a culture of 
harmony and understand-
ing through dialogue and 
constructive engagement 
across the nation. Ashrafi 
expressed hope that this 
initiative would promote 
peace, tolerance, and na-
tional cohesion, transcend-
ing ideological and political 
divides. By facilitating dia-
logue and reconciliation, he 
said the council intended 
to create a conducive envi-
ronment for constructive 
engagement and coopera-
tion among diverse stake-
holders. Ashrafi, issuing 
a resolute call for justice 

and unity, said the tragic 
events of May 9, shook the 
nation with unrest and vio-
lence. He underscored the 
necessity of swift trials for 
the perpetrators to prevent 
such incidents from recur-
ring in the future. Ashrafi 
emphasized the paramount 
duty of leaders to educate 
their followers responsi-
bly stressing that no one 
should be allowed to sow 
seeds of division between 
the Pakistan Army and 
the populace, regardless 
of the costs involved. He 
acknowledged the arrest 
of politicians and religious 
figures in the past, yet high-
lighted their adherence 
to the legal processes, in 
stark contrast to the chaos 

witnessed on May 9. In this 
critical juncture, he made 
a clarion call for a united 
front against forces of dis-
cord and unrest. Ashrafi 
commended the growing 
cooperation between Pa-
kistan and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, particularly 
in the realms of economy 
and investment. He lauded 
the exchange of high-level 
delegations between the 
two nations, highlighting 
the potential for enhanced 
economic partnerships 
and mutual benefits. Ex-
pressing optimism regard-
ing the economic collabo-
ration with Saudi Arabia, 
Ashrafi said it would serve 
as a catalyst for attracting 
investments from other 

Muslim countries. The 
strengthened economic 
ties between Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia were antici-
pated to bolster investor 
confidence and stimulate 
economic growth, con-
tributing to the overall 
development and pros-
perit liferation of divi-
sive content on digital 
platforms that threatens 
the cohesion of the na-
tion.  Ashrafi urged the 
Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) 
and the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA), to hold 
accountable individuals re-
sponsible for disseminating 
hate material online either it 
pertains to political rhetoric 
or religious sentiments. 

PUC launches nationwide  
reconciliation drive: Ashrafi
Ashrafi stresses swift justice to May 9 perpetrators to prevent future violence

ICCI delegation calls on 
designate Governor Punjab

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry headed by its 
President Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
wari called on Governor-des-
ignate Punjab Sardar Salim 
Haider.
On this occasion the designate 
Governor while hailing the ser-
vices of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for the 
welfare of the business commu-
nity assured that he will play his 
fullest role for the resolution of 
problems confronting the busi-
ness community of Islamabad 
and adjacent areas. He also as-
sured that he will comprehen-
sively take forward the ICCI’s 
demand for the establishment of 
an Industrial zone in Islamabad 
for the promotion of businesses 
and investments. It is notewor-
thy that earlier the President 
ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari 
apprised the Governor-desig-
nate that the existing industri-
al zones of Islamabad located 
in I-9, I-10 and Kahutta have 

saturated and there is no room 
at all to expand them, therefore 
it will be appropriate to allocate 
a reasonable piece of land for the 

purpose in the jurisdiction of Pun-
jab government to do the needful. 
The designate Governor prom-
ised to passionately consider the 

proposal. The ICCI delegation 
comprised Chairman Founder 
Group Khalid Iqbal Malik, Sec-
retary General United Business 

Group Zafar Bakhtawari, Execu-
tive members Maqsood Tabish, 
Rizwan Chheena, Shabbir Malik 
and other. 

Anti-drugs speech 
contest held for 

students
He highlighted the importance of such 
initiatives  to combat drug abuse and 

safeguard the youth against the menace
DNA

DERA ISMAIL KHAN, 
:District Boy Scouts As-
sociation, Lakki Marwat 
organized a speech con-
test to create awareness 
against the deadly  ef-
fects of narcotics among 
the youth.
 event was held for stu-
dents of government 
schools at Government 
Middle School Minakhel 
under the supervision of 
Deputy Commissioner 
Lakki Marwat Rehmat 
Ali Wazir and District 
Education Officer Zahoor 
Khan. A large number 

of students from govern-
ment primary, middle, 
high, and higher second-
ary schools took part in 
the declamation contest, 
highlighting adverse ef-
fects of drugs on health 
as well as its legal, ethi-
cal and social aspects.
ADEO Sports Haji Amir 
Jan Khan was the chief 
guest among other digni-
taries including District 
Scout Secretary Haji 
Naematullah Khan, Head-
master Faqir Abdul Sab-
oor, retired teacher Haji 
Usman Khan, teachers, 
and members of the Boy 
Scouts association.
Government Shaheed 

Muhammad Ghusan Khan 
Sentinel Model High 
School Lakki Marwat’s 
Jabranullah secured the 
first position, followed 
by Safwanullah from Gov-
ernment Primary School 
Tooti Abad in the second 
position, and Abdullah 
from Government High 
School Number-2 Lakki 
Marwat secured the third 
position.
The chief guest Haji 
Amir Jan Khan gave away 
to the position holders.
He highlighted the impor-
tance of such initiatives  
to combat drug abuse 
and safeguard the youth 
against the menace.

Pak, Kazakhstan discuss 
collaboration in IT sector

 
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
of State for Informa-
tion Technology and 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, 
and Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan to Pakistan, 
Yerzhan Kistafin on 
Tuesday discussed col-
laboration in the field 
of IT and Telecommuni-
cation between the two 
countries. During the 
meeting, the minister 
expressed Pakistan’s in-
terest in strengthening 
ties with Kazakhstan 
in the IT and telecom 
sector. She proposed 
the formation of a joint 
working group between 
the two countries to fa-
cilitate connections be-
tween tech companies 
from both sides, said 
a news release. Shaza 
Fatima also suggested 
initiating technology 
transfer and IT experts’ 

exchange programs be-
tween Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan. Highlighting 
the investment oppor-
tunities in Pakistan’s IT 
and Telecommunication 
sector, she invited Ka-
zakhstan tech compa-
nies to consider invest-
ing in this promising 

sector. Ambassador Ye-
rzhan Kistafin affirmed 
his country’s commitment 
to increasing coopera-
tion with Pakistan in the 
IT and Telecom sector, 
emphasizing that the ties 
between the two countries 
in this domain would be 
further strengthened. The 

meeting was also attended 
by Additional Secretary 
of MoITT Aisha Humera 
Moriani, Chairman of Pa-
kistan Software Houses 
Association (P@SHA) Mu-
hammad Zohaib Khan, and 
DG International Coordina-
tion Syed Jawwad Ali Sher-
azi.

Mechanical 
sweeping 

operations to be 
shiftedat night

Faisal Shaheen

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA), Chaudhry 
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa directed on Tuesday 
that mechanical sweep-
ing operations for clean-
liness in the federal cap-
ital should be shifted to 
nighttime instead of the 
morning. During a meet-
ing focused on measures 
to enhance the cleanli-
ness and beautification 
of the city, he empha-
sized the simultaneous 
washing of roads with 
water during mechani-
cal sweeping to ensure 
that cleanliness tasks 
are completed before the 
city wakes up.
The Environment Wing 
of the CDA provided 
detailed briefings to 
the Chairman during 
the meeting. Chairman 
CDA directed that waste 
transport to dumping 
sites with trucks should 
be adequately covered, 
and clearly defined 
schedules for all gar-
bage trucks must be 
implemented while en-
suring the presence of 
sanitation workers in 

the field. He also direct-
ed the implementation 
of biometric attendance 
for sanitation staff.
Muhammad Ali also em-
phasized the need for 
installing trackers on all 
operational vehicles of 
the Environment Wing 
and cameras in all pub-
lic-dealing offices. The 
Chief CDA highlighted 
the beautification of all 
roads in Islamabad, par-
ticularly inner roads, and 
the implementation of 
landscaping initiatives 
on the roads. He fur-
ther suggested inviting 
a team from Baku to 
assess and compare the 
cleanliness and beautifi-
cation system of the city. 
Moreover, a massive tree 
plantation drive will be 
initiated in Islamabad. 
Muhammad Ali ex-
pressed admiration for 
the employees dedicat-
ed to maintaining the 
cleanliness and beauty 
of Islamabad, referring 
to them as heroes. He 
reiterated the commit-
ment to enhancing the 
city’s attractiveness 
and transforming it into 
a prominent tourist desti-
nation.

Traffic Police 
crackdown 

on public 
transport 
vehicles 

ABBOTTABAD: To ensure 
public safety on the roads, 
the Traffic Police Abbot-
tabad Tuesday conducted 
extensive checks on public 
transport vehicles in collab-
oration with Motor Vehicle 
Examiner (MVE) staff, tar-
geted vehicles using sub-
standard gas cylinders, and 
those lacking fitness certifi-
cates and safety equipment. 
During the operation, vehi-
cles found using substand-
ard gas cylinders had their 
cylinders removed, and the 
vehicles were subsequently 
confiscated. Additionally, 
huge fines were imposed 
on public transport vehicles 
without fitness certificates. 
SSP Tariq Mahmood Khan 
emphasized the impor-
tance of regular inspection 
in maintaining road safety 
standards and protecting 
commuters.  The collabo-
ration between the Traffic 
Police and MVE staff high-
lights the commitment of 
law enforcement authorities 
to uphold transportation 
regulations and ensure the 
well-being of citizens.—APP

KP Govt 
decides to 

send request 
for assembly 

session
PESHAWAR: In the wake 
of the Supreme Court’s de-
cision on oath-taking from 
elected representatives on 
reserved seats in the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa assembly, 
the provincial government 
has decided to call assem-
bly session. According to 
official sources, the assem-
bly session could be sum-
moned on May 10. They 
said that after the decision 
of the apex court, there was 
no obligation to administer 
oaths to elected members 
on reserved seats. It is per-
tinent to mention here that 
the Peshawar High Court 
had upheld the decision of 
the election commission to 
distribute reserved seats 
to other political parties 
in the House and directed 
the provincial government 
to call assembly session for 
oath-taking. —APP

World 
Asthma Day 

observed
SARGODHA: World Asth-
ma Day was observed in 
Sargodha district here on 
Tuesday. On the occasion, 
Specialist of asthma, chest, 
TB, and AIDS, Dr Sikandar 
Hayat Warraich conducted 
free check-ups for asthma 
patients, while lung tests 
for asthma patients were 
also done free of charge, 
and free medication was 
provided to the patients. 
Regarding this, Dr. Sikan-
dar Hayat Warraich said 
that due to the ongoing 
wheat harvesting season, 
the air quality index had ex-
ceeded 170.—APP

Court Notice

 KP TEVTA 
employees 

stage protest 
PESHAWAR: The employ-
ees of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Technical Education and 
vocational Training Author-
ity (TEVTA) on Tuesday 
staged a protest against 
the decisions of 21st BoD 
meetings and in favor of 
their demands. They chant-
ed slogans against the deci-
sions taken in the KP board 
meeting and demanded the 
provincial government to 
review the decisions of the 
board. The representative of 
TEVTA employees Khushal 
Khattak and Zia ur Rehman 
said that the decisions of 
the board were against the 
interest of employees and 
the organization, adding 
that the agenda presented 
in the 21st meeting of the 
board of directors on May 
3 was already controversial. 
They warned that TEVTA 
employees would con-
tinue their protest until 
their demands were met; 
otherwise, they would ex-
tend the scope of strike 
to 107 colleges across the 
province. Khushal Khattak 
presenting the demand of 
TEVTA employees said 
the provincial government 
should increase TEVTA 
budget, restore the Head 
Office Allowance should 
be restored on the pattern 
of other authorities like 
KAPRA, Halal Food Au-
thority, Secretariat, PDA 
and PDMA and arrears 
of the allowance should 
be paid. They further de-
manded rationalization 
of the employees as per 
existing laws, regulations, 
increased allowance in 
proportion to the rate of 
inflation, cancellation of 
all the decisions of 21st 
board meeting and reor-
ganizing the board meet-
ing in which the agenda 
points should be passed 
by the sub-committees and 
presented to the board. 
They also demanded no 
action of any kind against 
the protesting employ-
ees.—APP

Women 
killed for 

honor
ISLAMABAD: Infuriated 
youths have strangulated to 
death their sister over hon-
or in the area of Sandal bar 
police station on Tuesday.
Police spokesman said that 
Azhar Ali and Amir Hussain 
r/o Chak No.61-JB were 
suspicious that their young 
sister namely--Mubasshara 
had illicit relations with a 
youth of the same locality. 
Over this issue,an alter-
cation was also occurred 
after which the accused 
killed her by strangling her 
throat.  Later, they threw 
the corpse in the fields 
and escaped from the 
scene. The police shifted 
the body to mortuary for 
postmortem and started 
investigation,spokesman 
added.—APP

FIA initiates 
strong actions 
against sale of 
spurious drugs

DNA

PESHAWAR: The Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) 
in its crackdowns against 
spurious medicines in 
Peshawar Zone on Tues-
day confiscated scores of 
medicines, injections, and 
pills and sent them to lab-
oratories for verification. 
The crackdowns on medi-
cal stores and pharmacies 
were conducted in areas 
including Namak Mandi, 
Stagadai Plaza Mall Road, 
Baku Dher Mardan, and 
adjacent localities. The 
FIA team was also accom-
panied by the drug inspec-
tors. During inspections, 
a large amount of banned 
medicines were also con-
fiscated. The FIA regis-
tered inquiries for regis-
tration of cases against 
the owners of the medical 
stores and pharmacies. It 
said that cases would be 
registered once laboratory 
reports are received.

 



Indian troops 
martyr three 

Kashmiris  
in Kulgam

ISLAMABAD: Indian 
troops in their fresh act of 
state terrorism martyred 
three Kashmiri youth in 
Kulgam district of Indian il-
legally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, today. According 
to Kashmir Media Service, 
the youth were martyred 
by the troops during a cor-
don and search operation in 
Redwani area of the district 
on Tuesday. The troops 
also destroyed a residential 
house while the operation 
continued till last reports 
came in.—APP

Exhibition 
featuring 
creative 

interpretation 
of Iqbal’s 

poetry 
ISLAMABAD: An exhibition 
featuring a joint creative inter-
pretation of Iqbal’s Urdu and 
Persian poetry “…tar-e-harir-e 
do rang” by the talented artists 
duo Shah Abdullah Alamee 
and Amna Manzoor will be 
opened at Tanzara Art Gallery 
on May 09. The ten-day long 
exhibition titled “...tar-e ?arir-e 
do rang” (the silk twine of dual 
hues) presents a captivating 
exploration of Allama Iqbal’s 
profound poetry through the 
rich tapestry of visual art, craft-
ed by the talented artists Shah 
Abdullah Alamee and Amna 
Manzoor.  Drawing inspiration 
from Iqbal’s poetry in Persian 
and Urdu, the artists embark 
on a collaborative journey to 
unravel the nuanced layers of 
his timeless verses.  According 
to the Curator, Noshi Qadir, 
“Alamee and Manzoor skillful-
ly blend their unique artistic 
perspectives, weaving togeth-
er a symphony that resonates 
with the essence of Iqbal’s 
poetry. Through their creative 
harmony on canvas and imag-
inative compositions, they in-
vite viewers to delve deep into 
the mystical realm of Iqbal’s 
philosophical musings, where 
themes of spirituality, human-
ism, and existential contempla-
tion converge. Each painting 
in this exhibition serves as a 
visual ode to Iqbal’s poetic leg-
acy, offering a glimpse into the 
profound depth of his literary 
genius, capturing the fleeting 
moments of life’s journey, 
echoing Iqbal’s exploration of 
the duality of existence and 
the eternal quest for meaning, 
Noshi Qadir said. According 
to the artists statement, “As 
artists engaged in a transform-
ative exploration of Iqbal’s 
poetry, our collaboration tran-
scends mere illustrations to 
create a unique language that 
bridges tradition with contem-
porary art”. —APP

Serious efforts needed to pull 
country out of economic crisis
They said that country cannot attain prosperity by selling its valuable assets and obtaining heavy loans 
instead the only viable way is to reduce the burden of heavy taxes on the industry and incentives for 
small traders. ICCI senior leaders Jawaid Kazmi and Haider Raza were also present on the occasion

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Former Provincial 
Minister and Patron-e-in Chief 
United Business Group S.M. Tan-
veer has said that country is pass-
ing through the challenging time 
and industries are being closed  
whereas the neighboring country 
Afghanistan is  strengthening its 
economy by promoting its indus-
trial and textile sectors. He said 
that we have to vigorously pursue 
Quaid’s saying   ‘work, work, and 
work’ if we really want to come 
out of the existing economic quag-
mire. He said that Hazara is bless-
ed with natural resources but bad-
ly overlooked.
Addressing a ceremony in Abbot-
tabad held by Abbottabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
and Industrialists Association of 
Abbottabad S.M. Tanveer went 
on to say that we have to enhance 
our exports by focusing attention 
on quality production through in-
dustrial development.  He added 
that by promoting tourism, min-
eral sector and providing cheap-

er electricity to industry we can 
come out of the existing econom-
ic problems.  On this occasion ban 

on leasing of mines and the issue 
of joint ventures also come under 
discussion and President FPCCI 

Atif Ikram Shaikh was apprised of 
community’s difficulties at length.
In his address Secretary Gener-

al United Business Group Zafar 
Bakhtawari said that Abbottabad 
is an important trade and cultural 
hub of KPK and that UBG is deter-
mined to provide every possible 
cooperation for its development 
as well as for the resolution of the 
problems of the community.
The Ceremony was also addressed 
by President Federation of Paki-
stan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Atif Ikram Shaikh, Chair-
man National Business Group 
Mian Zahid, Central Vice Presi-
dent FPCCI Haji Iftikhar Ahmed, 
Abdur Rasheed Khan and other. 
Speakers were of the view that 
the inflated electricity bills are 
one of the main causes of the 
closure of the industries. They 
said that country cannot attain 
prosperity by selling its valuable 
assets and obtaining heavy loans 
instead the only viable way is to 
reduce the burden of heavy taxes 
on the industry and incentives for 
small traders. ICCI senior leaders 
Jawaid Kazmi and Haider Raza 
were also present on the occa-
sion.  At the end shields were also 
presented to the visiting guests.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Academy 
of Letters (PAL) has finalized arrange-
ments to announce the names of win-
ners of Pakistan’s top most literary 
awards - Kamal-i-Fun and National 
Literary Awards - for the year 2022 
on Wednesday. According to the 
PAL, the literary awards in differ-
ent categories will be announced in 
a ceremony to be held on May 08 
(Wednesday). 
Among the awards to be announced, 
“Life Time Achievement Award” and 
“National Literary Awards” are the 
most important awards of the coun-
try on literary services and books.  
“Life Time Achievement Award” is 
conferred upon for the lifelong liter-
ary services of a writer. The reward 
with this award is Rs. 1,000,000/- 

This award will be decided by a pan-
el of eminent and respectful writers 
and intellectuals throughout the 
country.  On this occasion, the “Na-
tional Literary Awards for 2022” will 
also be announced on the best books 
published during the year 2022. 
“Dr. Allama Muhammad Iqbal 
Award” will be announced for Urdu 
Poetry, “Baba-i-Urdu Dr. Molvi Ab-
dul Haq Award” for Urdu Research 
and Critic Literature, “Saadat Has-
san Manto Award”  for Urdu Crea-
tive Literature, “Shah Abdul Latif 
Bhittai Award” for Sindhi Poetry, 
“Mirza Qaleech Baig Award” for 
Sindhi Prose, “Khushall Khan Khat-
tak Award” for Pashto Poetry and 
“Muhammad Ajmal Khan Khattak 
Award” for Pashto Prose.  “Syed 

Waris Shah Award” will be an-
nounced for Punjabi Poetry, “Afzal 
Ahsan Randhawa Award” for Punja-
bi Prose,“Mast Tawakali Award” for 
Balochi Poetry, “Syed Zahoor Shah 
Hashmi Award ” , for Balochi Prose, 
“Khawaja Ghulam Farid Award” for 
Seraiki Poetry, “Dr. Mehar Abdul 
Haq Award” for Seraiki Prose, “Taj 
Muhammad Tajal Award” for Brahvi 
Poetry, “Ghulam Nabi Rahi Award” 
for Brahvi Prose,“Saieen Ahmed Ali 
Award” for Hindko Poetry, “Khatir 
Ghazanvi Award” for Hindko Prose, 
“Daud Kamal Award” for English 
Poetry, “Pitras Bukhari Award” for 
English Prose and “Muhammad Has-
san Askari Award” for best transla-
tion work. The amount of this award 
is Rs. 200,000/-each award.—APP

PAL to announce winners 
of top literary awards 
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Islamabad Expressway work 
to be completed by end of July

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Chaudhary 
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa Tuesday directed that 
the ongoing development 
and construction work on 
the Expressway should 
be completed by the end 
of July without any fur-
ther delay 	 During 
his visit to the Islamabad 
Expressway, he said that 
the construction work on 

the Islamabad Expressway 
project should be needed 
to expedite. Chairman CDA 
was briefed that 75 percent 
of the work on package one, 
from Korang Bridge, of the 
Islamabad Expressway pro-
ject has been completed. 
The briefing also included 
information about the in-
clusion of the construction 
of a railway bridge in pack-
age one of the project. Mu-
hammad Ali directed that 
package one of the Islama-
bad Expressway must be 
finalized by July 15. The 

briefing to Chairman CDA 
covered the components 
of the Islamabad Express-
way project, including the 
T-Chowk intersection with 
two major bridges and 
an underpass. Chairman 
CDA emphasized that any 
further delay in the Islam-
abad Expressway project 
will not be intolerated at 
any cost. Muhammad Ali 
instructed the Assistant 
Commissioners to super-
vise developmental pro-
jects. He directed all the 
Engineering Wing officers 

to ensure their presence 
at the project sites. Chief 
CDA emphasized that 
there will be no compro-
mise on the quality and 
pace of work on the pro-
jects. Muhammad Ali also 
inspected other develop-
mental projects of the 
federal capital and urged 
to accelerate of work on 
delayed projects for their 
timely completion. He 
evaluated the ongoing de-
velopment efforts for the 
expansion and enhance-
ment of Park Road. 

PMD forecast soaring 
temperatures this week; 

rain during weekend
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Meteorological Department 
(PMD) has forecast increase in the day temperatures dur-
ing the next few days due to high pressure in the upper at-
mosphere in most parts of the country particularly in the 
southern half of the country.  However, a westerly wave 
was likely to enter western parts of the country on May 
10(evening/night) and likely to grip the upper parts on 
May 11.  Under the influence of this weather system, day 
temperatures are likely to remain 03-05 degrees Celsius 
above normal in Balochistan from May 08-10.  Rain-dust-
storm/thunderstorm is expected in Quetta, Zhob, Ziarat, 
Barkhan, Kalat, Khuzdar, Qilla Saifullah, Kohlu and Mastung 
on May 10 (evening/night) and May 11. Duststorms/thun-
derstorm is also expected in Kharan, Chagi and Panjgur  
during the period.  In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, day tempera-
tures are likely to remain 02-03 degree celsius above normal 
from May 08-10.  Rain-duststorm/thunderstorm is expected in 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Abbottabad, Mansehra, Haripur, Kohistan, 
Shangla, Buner, Malakand, Waziristan, Kohat, Lakki Marwat, 
Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, Bajaur, Mohmand, Karak, Khyber, 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, Swabi, Mardan and Kurram 
from May 10(night) to May 12(morning). Hailstorm is also ex-
pected at isolated places during the period.  In Gilgit-Baltistan/
Kashmir, day temperatures are likely to remain 03-05 degree 
celsius above normal from May 08-10. Rain-wind/thunderstorm 
is expected in Gilgit-Baltistan including Diamir, Astore, Ghizer, 
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit, Ghanche, Shigar), Kashmir (Neelum 
valley, Muzaffarabad, Rawalakot, Poonch, Hattian, Bagh, Haveli, 
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber, Mirpur on May 11 and May 12.  In 
Punjab/Islamabad, day temperatures are likely to remain 03-05 
celsius above normal from May 08-10. Rain-duststorm/thunder-
storm is expected in Murree, Galliyat, Islamabad/Rawalpindi, 
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum, Mandi Bahauddin, Gujrat, Gujranwa-
la, Hafizabad, Sialkot, Narowal, Lahore, Kasur, Okara, Faisal-
abad, Toba Tek Singh, Jhang, Khushab, Sargodha, Mianwali, 
Pakpattan.—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

May
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May 25/Jordan
Independence Day
May 28 /Azerbaijan

 Republic Day
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Armed Forces Day

PCRWR declares 19 brands 
of mineral water unsafe

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) has declared 19 brands of bottled mineral 
waters unsafe for human consumption due to microbiological or chemical contamination. PCRWR collected 185 
samples of mineral/bottled water brands from 21 cities for examination during the 1st quarter (January to 
March) of the current year 2024 and it was revealed that 19 brands were unsafe for human consumption, 
said a report issued here Tuesday. Six brands including Hensley Pure Water, Pure Life, Natural Pure 
Life, Klear, Am Mughal Pure Water, Nero were found to be unsafe due to presence of higher levels of 
sodium while one brand (Nero) was found unsafe due to presence of high level of TDS than the permis-
sible limit. Similarly, three brands namely Cleana, Orwell, Still were found unsafe due to presence of 
high level of Arsenic than the permissible limit, the report further said.  Moreover, 13 brands including 
Starlay, Al-Faris Water, Nestlo Healthy Water, Nesspure, Pure Life, Natural Pure Life, Nesspak, Geo Max 
Premium, Cleana, Splash, Karakorum, Heavenly, 7 Bro were found contaminated with bacteria and thus 
were also unsafe for drinking purpose PCRWR carries out quarterly monitoring of bottled water brands on 
the directives of government and publicizes the results for awareness of public health. General public is encour-
aged to look at the detailed report to know about the status of water quality of bottled water brands they consume. 
The detailed report is available on PCRWR website www.pcrwr.gov.pk.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman CDA Mohammad Ali Randhawa chairing a high-level meeting to review 
cleanliness arrangements in the city. —DNA
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Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: The Intellec-
tual Property Organization 
of Pakistan (IPO-Pakistan) 
in collaboration with The 
Millennium Universal Col-
lege (TMUC) celebrated 
World Intellectual Property 
Day 2024 with a seminar on 
“IP and SDGs: Building Our 
Common Future with Inno-
vation and Creativity”. The 
event aimed to raise aware-
ness about the importance 
of intellectual property 
rights in promoting inno-
vation, creativity, and sus-
tainable development, and 
to empower citizens with 
knowledge and skills in IP 
management. Ambassador 
(R) Farukh Amil, Chair-IPO 

Pakistan, delivered the key-
note address, emphasizing 
the significance of main-
streaming IP education into 
the national curriculum. He 
urged students to invent, 
own, and earn from their 
ideas, and highlighted IP’s 
critical role in national de-
velopment, economic se-
curity, and empowerment, 
particularly in achieving the 
United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
He stressed that IP is direct-
ly linked to development in 
numerous ways and is a crit-
ical tool for empowerment. 
Ms. Shazia Adnan, Director 
General IPO-Pakistan, reaf-
firmed the commitment to 
fostering creativity, protect-
ing innovation, and nurturing 
the innovative spirit. She an-

nounced plans to introduce 
IP education in the national 
curriculum, a nationwide IP 
awareness campaign, and 
the development of a Nation-
al IP Strategy. She empha-
sized that today’s celebration 
marks not only a commemo-
ration of past achievements 
but also a collective com-
mitment to shaping a future 
filled with innovation, creativ-
ity, and prosperity. Dr. Faisal-
abad Mushtaq, Founder & 
CEO of TMUC, welcomed 
the participants, emphasiz-
ing the significance of collab-
oration between academia, 
industry, and government 
in promoting IP awareness 
and protection. He highlight-
ed TMUC’s commitment 
to fostering innovation and 
creativity among students 

and entrepreneurs. The 
seminar featured a panel dis-
cussion with experts, includ-
ing,Mr. Majid Bashir, IP law 
expert,Ms. Maleeha Mimi 
Bangash, banking and finan-
cial expert,The panelists 
shared insights on IP’s role 
in achieving the SDGs,Chal-
lenges and opportunities in 
the IP landscape,Strategies 
for effective IP protection 
and enforcement. The 
Q&A session that followed 
allowed participants to en-
gage with the panelists and 
discuss their concerns and 
ideas. The event was at-
tended by Ambassadors, 
students, entrepre-
neurs, innovators, and 
IP professionals, who 
appreciated the ef forts 
of IPO-Pakistan.

IP and SDGs: Building 
our common future 

Briefs
Nehal 

Hashmi 
stresses 
reforms 

for speedy 
justice

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) Senior 
Leader Nehal Hashmi Tues-
day stressed the need for 
introducing judicial reforms 
in the country to provide 
speedy justice and support 
to the deprived sections 
of society. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he said 
that our vision should be 
of such a improved judicial 
system in which there is 
easy justice, speedy justice, 
and justice for all. PML-N 
government would bring in 
drastic and much-needed 
improvements in the judi-
cial system, he added. He 
further emphasized that the 
country was facing econom-
ic challenges and collective 
efforts were needed to steer 
the country out of current 
challenging situation. He 
also called for taking posi-
tive steps, saying harmony 
among state institutions 
is the need of the hour to 
pave the way for the devel-
opment of the country.
Replying to a question, he 
said that his leadership 
always believes in rule of 
law and supremacy of the 
constitution, adding,  every 
institution need to work in 
their constitutional domain 
as it was imperative to 
strengthen system in the 
country.—APP

One more 
dengue case 

reported  
in RWP

RAWALPINDI: One more 
dengue case was reported 
in Rawalpindi during the 
last 24 hours, raising the 
tally of confirmed cases to 
five in the district. District 
Coordinator Epidemics 
Prevention and Control 
(DCEPC), Dr Sajjad Me-
hmood, Tuesday said that 
the district administration 
had lodged 65 FIRs, sealed 
82 premises, issued tickets 
to 170 and imposed a fine 
of Rs 318,000 on violations 
of dengue SOPs during the 
ongoing year. Dr Sajjad in-
formed that during indoor 
surveillance, the teams 
checked 1,492,128 houses 
and found larvae in 3,289 
homes in 2024. Similarly, 
he added that while check-
ing 386,329 places, the 
teams found larvae at 780 
sites during outdoor sur-
veillance. He said the dis-
trict health authority had 
devised an effective micro 
plan to control the spread 
of dengue keeping in view 
the previous year’s statis-
tics, adding dengue spread 
situation was under control 
while intensive efforts were 
in place to screen every 
nook and corner of the dis-
trict so that dengue could 
not become an epidemic 
this year.—APP

HMC’s Daycare 
to soon 

accommodate 
children 

PESHAWAR: The founda-
tion of daycare center in 
Hayatabad Medical Complex 
Peshawar was laid by Ghu-
lam Qadir Sahib, Chairman of 
the Board of Governors. Hos-
pital Director Shehzad Faisal 
from Administration, Chief 
Administrative Officer Dr. 
Sherzaman, Gynecology and 
Pediatrics faculty participat-
ed in the event the other day, 
along with him. During the 
inauguration, Chairman Ghu-
lam Qadir described the day-
care center as an ideal step to 
facilitate the children of wom-
en working in the hospital. At 
the same time, regarding the 
competence and expertise of 
the staff for the success of 
the daycare, he emphasized 
that Daycare staff must be 
committed and motivated to 
provide care for children, as 
parents rely on them for the 
care of their children adding 
these people must be trained 
and experienced in child 
care. The daycare center is 
being built to provide better 
care and development to 
the children of the hospital 
employees during the day to 
ease the hassles of child-rear-
ing of the women working 
in the hospital. The hospital 
administration said that the 
hospital is continuously trav-
eling towards development 
and providing better facilities 
from the frontline. The day-
care center has a capacity of 
about 150/200 children and 
also has a playroom, new-
born rooms, lounge, office, 
kitchen, washrooms.—APP

PML-N MPA 
booked  

DNA
ISLAMABAD: A case has 
been lodged against Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) MPA 
Malik Tariq Awan for al-
legedly torturing a servant 
at guest house of Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI)-
backed Sunni Ittehad 
Council (SIC) MNA Asif 
Khan in Peshawar. Police 
said the case was lodged 
on behalf of Asif’s servant 
against the PML-N MPA 
on several charges includ-
ing terrorism.  According 
to the first information 
report (FIR), a group of 
20 people led by Awan 
came to the guest house 
and subjected the victim 
to torture.  “At least five 
persons have been arrest-
ed on MNA Asif’s report, 
which alleges Awan of at-
tacking,” said police.  How-
ever, Superintendent Police 
Faqeerabad Usama Amin 
Cheema said no incident of 
firing took place during all 
that episode. The SP said 
workers of both the parties 
raised slogans against each 
other during the face-off. 
Meanwhile, the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 
secretary called on Awan at 
his house to inquire about 
his well-being. The MPA 
apprised him that police did 
not come to Tariq Awan Qil-
la for a raid rather they had 
come to take his instance 
regarding the incident and 
to provide him security. 

PDMA devises 
guidelines about 

heat waves
ISLAMABAD: Director 
General (DG) Provincial 
Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA) Pun-
jab Irfan Ali Tuesday said 
that on the strict direction 
of Chief Minister Punjab 
comprehensive guidelines 
have been devised in view 
of the unprecedented heat 
waves and heavy monsoon 
rains. Talking to a private 
news channel, he said heat-
waves are expected to hit 
Punjab province during the 
ongoing month, we urged 
the masses to take timely 
precautionary measures. 
“There are chances of heat-
waves in the plains of Pun-
jab,” he said, adding, “The 
effects of heatwaves will be 
particularly high in major 
cities”. He also asked citi-
zens that they should also 
be made aware of weather 
changes and precautionary 
measures. Provincial Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(PDMA) had already issued 
a warning regarding severe 
heatwave conditions during 
the next week in upper, 
central and south Punjab, 
he mentioned. He said 
that Punjab Chief Minis-
ter has also reviewed the 
pre-flood arrangements 
expected in June and July 
by the PDMA Punjab and 
has expressed satisfaction 
over them.—APP

Pak, Japan discuss ways 
to enhance cooperation

Rana Tanveer Hussain expressed Pakistan’s desire to strengthen its friendship with Japan, which he 
said was a close friend of Pakistan. He highlighted the significant role Japan can play in Pakistan’s auto 

industry and expressed the hope that more Japanese companies will invest in Pakistan

Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: Japanese Am-
bassador to Pakistan, Wada 
Mitsuhiro, here on Monday 
met with Federal Minister 
for Industr y and Food Se-
curity, Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain. Both sides discussed 
matters of mutual interest, 
including bilateral cooper-
ation and the challenges 
faced by Japanese automak-
ers in Pakistan.  Rana Tan-
veer Hussain expressed Pa-
kistan’s desire to strengthen 
its friendship with Japan, 
which he said was a close 
friend of Pakistan. He high-
lighted the signif icant role 
Japan can play in Pakistan’s 
auto industr y and expressed 
the hope that more Japa-
nese companies will  invest 
in Pakistan. The minister 
assured that the  cur ren t 
gover nment  i s  commi t t ed 
to  p rov id ing  f a c i l i t i e s  t o 
i nves to r s  fo r  the  deve lop -
ment  o f  i ndus t r y  and  agr i -
cu l tu re ,  wh i ch  i s  the i r  t op 
p r io r i t y.  He  a l so  empha -
s i sed  the  impor t ance  o f 
food  secur i t y  and  the  need 
fo r  cooper a t i on  between 
the  two  coun t r i es  i n  th i s 
sec to r.  The  meet ing  a imed to explore opportunities for bilateral cooperation and strengthen economic ties be- tween Pakistan and Japan.

Experts on World Asthma Day 
stresses public awareness drives 

Pulmonologist & Experienced Medical Professional Dr Rizwan  
Uppal talking to PTV news channel, explained that asthma is a 

 common chronic lung disease with two main causes: inflammation 
and tightening of the muscles surrounding the airways

ISLAMABAD: Health ex-
perts on World Asthma 
Day stressed public aware-
ness to empower people 
for well-management of 
disease and to take all 
protective measures to re-
main safe from any painful 
situation as changing life-
styles, increasing pollution 
and smoking are the main 
contributors factors of this 
disease.  Pulmonologist & 
Experienced Medical Pro-
fessional Dr Rizwan Uppal 
talking to PTV news chan-
nel, explained that asthma 
is a common chronic lung 
disease with two main 
causes: inflammation and 
tightening of the muscles 
surrounding the airways. 
World Asthma Day is an an-
nual event organized by the 
Global Initiative for Asthma 
(GINA) to improve asthma 
awareness and care around 
the world, he added.
  “Inhalers are the best and 

safest way of treating asth-
ma but in Pakistan, people 
have serious reservations 
about using them,” he said. 
 early symptoms include 
shortness of breath, wheez-
ing, chest tightness and 
coughing, he mentioned.
According to experts, asthma 
can be controlled if treated 
properly, however, unfortu-
nately majority of the people 
in Pakistan are unaware of 
its treatment and the rising 
levels of air pollution are 
leaving more patients prone 
to the disease.  Worldwide 
deaths from the disease have 
reached over 300 million 
people worldwide annually, 
he added.  The first step to-
wards managing asthma is to 
identify and reduce exposure 
to triggers, he said, adding, 
that doctors should check 
the inhaling techniques of 
their patients on every visit 
to the clinics.
 “Asthma can be hereditary 

or may result from environ-
mental pollution, indoor 
pollutants and household 
allergens, etc,” he said.  A 
Senior Consultant Chest 
Physician Dr Waqas Rash-
eed added that in our soci-
ety some people consider 
asthma as a communica-
ble disease and avoid the 
company of people who 
are suffering from it, add-
ing, that around 12 per 
cent of schoolchildren are 
suffering from asthma in 
Pakistan.   Asthma is not 
curable, but it is a control-
lable disease. A lot of peo-
ple visit quacks in the hope 
of getting cured, but they 
would get only strong doses 
of oral steroids only to add 
their serious side effects 
to the disease, he added.  
Replying to a Question, he 
said that industrial workers 
are at great risk of occupa-
tional asthma due to the 
non-availability of proper 

ventilation, masks, clean 
workplaces and environ-
ment, etc.  He expressed 
fear that the ratio of pa-
tients can increase further 
in the coming years if air 
pollution is not controlled, 
he added. To another ques-
tion, he said that Asthma 
is a serious global health 
problem affecting all age 
groups, adding, it is  in-
creasing rate of disease 
in our country which is 
affecting the lungs of 
the people.  Experts 
are also called upon to 
increase their awareness 
of the continuing prevent-
able morbidity associated 
with this common disease 
despite the existence of 
highly effective controller 
treatments and to increase 
their efforts to ensure that 
environmentally friend-
ly inhaled medications 
are made available in all 
countries.—APP

ANF recovers 
huge drugs

The successful operation reflects the unwavering 
commitment of the ANF against drug trafficking

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) while conducting a raid at Badruddin Yard, Ka-
rachi managed to recover a huge quantity of liquid methamphetamine being smuggled to 
Japan through an Afghan transit shipment. According to an ANF Headquarters spokes-
man, ANF in a major operation at Badruddin Yard, Karachi seized a huge quantity of 
drugs recovered from a suspicious Afghan shipment. He informed that ANF foiled a 
drug smuggling attempt being sent to Japan by labeling “pomegranate juice” through 
cargo.After a detailed inspection, 360 liters of liquid methamphetamine (Ice) con-
cealed inside juice cans were recovered. He informed that the seized cargo was being 
sent to Bengo Port in Japan According to the preliminary investigation, the seized con-
signment was sent from Afghanistan to Karachi. The exploitation of the trade routes 
by drug trafficking networks highlights a serious threat, he said. The successful oper-
ation reflects the unwavering commitment of the ANF against drug trafficking.—APP

Thai university 
announces 

undergraduate 
scholarships 

ISLAMABAD: The Faculty of Economics of Chulalongko-
rn University, Thailand has established the "Undergraduate 
Scholarship Program for International Students" to provide 
financial assistance to qualified non-Thai students who wish to 
study in Thailand through the competitive international EBA 
program. According to the Higher Education Commission 
(HEC), the EBA program is Thailand's most important and 
innovative program in the field of economics. "With a vision 
to be an internationally competitive program that aims to pro-
duce economists who are highly qualified to contribute to soci-
ety with ethical and social responsibility", its primary objective 
is to produce outstanding undergraduates.  To fulfill its vision, 
the EBA program pursues the mission of equipping students 
with excellent and in-depth knowledge that meets internation-
al standards of excellence. It was also intended to emphasize 
the development of basic competencies for lifelong learning, 
such as skills and personal attitudes, and to consider this as an 
integral part of a high-quality undergraduate education in eco-
nomics. The latest curriculum in the EBA program focuses on 
private-sector economics, a field that meets students' general 
interests and career goals. Multilateral and bilateral exchange 
agreements with several leading institutions in the European 
Union and Asia have provided excellent opportunities for EBA 
students to study abroad for one or two semesters. The EBA 
program was awarded the AUN-QA (ASEAN University Net-
work Quality Assurance) certification in 2015. Furthermore, 
EBA is increasing the number of its partner institutions in 
every corner of the world. Our exchange number of incoming 
and outgoing students has been raised to promote an inter-
national atmosphere in the program, the sources added.

IRSA releases 
147,700 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: IRSA  on 
Tuesday released 147,700 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
183,000 cusecs.  According 
to the data released by IRSA, 
water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1466.48 
feet and was 52.48 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was recorded 
as 34,200 cusecs and 20,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1166.90 
feet, which was 116.90 feet 
higher.—APP
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American universities: 
from fighting SA apartheid 

to Israeli genocide

3-phase Gaza 
truce agreement

Jamal Kanj

AMERICAN universities pride themselves on being a melting pot of free exchange 
of ideas and critical thinking. The US university tenure system provides academ-
ic freedom for professors to instruct and encourage students to think outside the 
box, fostering the pursuit of ideas that might be considered unpopular or contro-
versial. An environment that enables students to engage in academic learning and 
encourages involvement in social and political activism; to challenge and prepare 
tomorrow’s leaders free of outside influence. Notwithstanding the foregoing, recent 
student protests throughout US universities have exposed the limit of this academic 
freedom when confronting the Israeli Iron Curtain. Professors and students were 
brutally thrown to the ground, handcuffed, and detained as if they were criminals. 
Police in full combat gear, flaunting guns and batons, with prisoner buses lined up 
to intimidate protesters are reminiscent of scenes under dictatorships the US con-
demns. The protests at US campuses have revealed a sharp divide between those 
demanding an end to their university’s complicity with the Israeli genocide and 
those who weaponize antisemitism to stifle criticism of “Israel”. Ironically, within 
the latter group, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) has aligned with Democratic 
Israeli apologists and bona fide antisemitic Republicans to pressure US academia 
to shut down the peaceful protests.ADL and its cohorts flourish on Western anti-
semitism. They thrive on hate, much like ants forage on aphids, ensuring that Jews 
in the West live in perpetual insecurity. ADL tolerates proven antisemites, such 
as evangelical Zionists and Donald Trump (aphids), when it benefits “Israel”. This 
explains why someone like Trump, who in the summer of 2017 described Charlotte-
ville white supremacists chanting “Jews will not replace us” as “very fine people,” is 
by far the favored choice for Israelis and hardened American Zionists, to be the next 
US president. Among Israelis who support the current racist Israeli government co-
alition, Trump’s favorability jumps to a whopping 72 percent.   The AIPAC-financed 
diabolical alliance, led by the ADL, and otherwise politically antagonistic politicians 
such as Republican representative Mike Lawler and Democrat Josh Gottheimer, 
were united in heeding Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s call to end stu-
dent protests. They sought to inaugurate the Israeli Iron Curtain by decreeing that 
criticism of the Israeli government policies would violate American laws. In his au-
dacious sermon to Americans on April 24, Netanyahu demanded university leaders 
to take stiffer measures against the students and professors, while showering praise 
on “local, state, and federal officials” for cracking down on the peaceful protests. He 
also misidentified the actors when he compared American university protests to 
Nazi Germany. In fact, the only resemblance between the events at American uni-
versities today, and Nazi Germany in the 1930s is the suppression of free academia.

T HE Islamic Resistance Movement - Hamas informed mediators on 
Monday that it has agreed to a proposed prisoner exchange and cease-
fire deal with the Israeli occupation. The proposal would include three 

phases, each lasting 42 days. The guarantor countries for the agreement will be 
Qatar, Egypt, the United Nations, and the United States. Phase one: A tempo-
rary ceasefire would commence, coupled with the withdrawal of Israeli occupa-
tion forces from the Netzarim corridor [which currently serves as a demarcation 
line dividing northern and southern Gaza]. Israeli forces are set to withdraw 
from eastern and residential areas of Gaza. Military aviation and surveillance 
over the region will cease for 10 hours daily, extending to 12 hours on days of 
prisoner releases. The daily entry of 600 aid trucks, including 50 fuel trucks, 
with 300 specifically allocated for northern Gaza. IOF to fully withdraw from 
al-Rashid Street on day three, enabling forcibly displaced Palestinians to return 
home and humanitarian aid to enter without obstacles. IOF will withdraw from 
Gaza’s central areas on day 22, including the Nitzarim Axis and the Kuwait 
Roundabout. Under the terms of the agreement, the Resistance will release Is-
raeli captives, including non-military, elderly, and those who are sick and under 
the age of 19. In reciprocation, “Israel” will release 30 Palestinian children and 
women for each female Israeli prisoner, based on lists provided by Hamas. Ha-
mas will release all living Israeli female soldiers in exchange for 50 Palestinian 
prisoners per soldier. Three Israeli prisoners will be released on the third day, 
followed by another three every seven days. During the sixth week, Hamas will 
release the remaining civilian prisoners covered in this phase, with “Israel” 
releasing the agreed-upon number of Palestinian detainees.
On day 22, “Israel” will release all prisoners from the Shalit deal who were re-de-
tained, and any detainees held after October 7, 2023. The exchange process is 
contingent on compliance with the agreement terms, including halting mutual 
military operations and completing necessary legal procedures to prevent the 
re-arrest of Palestinian prisoners. Sanctions imposed on Palestinian prisoners 
and detainees after October 7, 2023, will be lifted, and their conditions im-
proved. The United Nations and its agencies, including UNRWA, will continue 
their services in Gaza during the three phases, commencing infrastructure re-
habilitation across all Gaza areas, accompanied by the necessary civil defense 
equipment and debris removal. The agreement facilitates the entry of neces-
sary supplies for housing forcibly displaced individuals who lost their homes 
during the war, with no fewer than 60,000 temporary housing units. Plans for 
comprehensive reconstruction of homes, civil structures, infrastructure, and 
compensation for the affected will commence. Phase two: The return of sustain-
able calm and the cessation of military operations, with its commencement. The 
announcement of the cessation of military operations precedes the exchange of 
male prisoners. Phase three: The exchange includes all bodies and remains of 
Resistance martyrs, Palestinians, and IOF casualties after identification.
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Supreme Court verdict revives PTI’s hopes

US universities: From fighting SA apartheid to Israeli genocide

Qamar Bashir 

Jamal Kanj

B REAKING the deafening silence against 
oppressions of the courts by the six 
courageous judges had given the cour-

age and strength to the Supreme Court’s 
three-member bench to admit the appeal pre-
ferred by the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC), sus-
pended the the decision of the Peshawar High 
Court, and declared that  those elected against 
the reserve seats claimed by SIC will not be 
able cast their votes in any matter being tak-
en by the assemblies both at the national and 
provincial level.   During the hearing the bench 
raised many pertinent and consequential ques-
tions which they might not have dared raised 
prior to the six Judges letter. “The most con-
sequential question, ‘Would a political par-
ty get reserved seats according to the seats 
it has won, or can it also get more [than its 
share]?’ The answer was, ‘Any political par-
ty, under any circumstances, cannot get more 
than its share of reserved seats.’ 
The second question was, ‘Where is it written 
in the law that the remaining [reserved] seats 
should be distributed among the same polit-
ical parties?’ Next question was, ‘Where is it 
written in the law that a political party cannot 
contest elections upon not receiving an elector-
al symbol?’ ‘How is it possible that someone’s 
mandate is handed over to someone else?’ ‘Can 
seats belonging to independent candidates be 
distributed among other parties?’ ‘Can other 
remaining reserved seats also be distributed to 
them? Is there anything like that in the law?’. 
‘If there is nothing as such in the law, then isn’t 
doing so against the Constitutional scheme?’ 
Whether the ECP had not given the unallocated 
reserved seats to other political parties under 
its suo motu powers. ‘What cannot be done di-
rectly cannot be done indirectly either,’. ‘Is it 
right to ignore a political party’s mandate in an 
indirect manner?’ The most consequential ob-
servation was: ‘One thing is decided — a party 
would only get reserved seats according to the 
representation it has [in the assemblies].’”
“Both the Attorney General and the ECP repre-
sentative could not reply to any of the questions 

to the satisfaction of the three-member bench. 
Consequently, the bench accepted the case for 
hearing, suspended the earlier ECP and PHC 
decisions limited to the allocation of the remain-
ing reserved seats, which had been distributed 
among three other political parties. “The cur-
rent government perhaps did not anticipate that 
the Supreme Court Procedure and Practices Act 
2023, which deprived the chief justice of the sole 
power to constitute benches, would work against 
them. Recognizing that this bench did not in-
clude any judges perceived to be favorable to 
them, the Attorney General at the outset raised 
an objection against the formation of the bench 
and demanded the formation of a larger bench.
The objection was promptly rejected, with the argu-
ment that the appeal was filed under Article 185 of 
the Constitution and not Article 184/3. Therefore, 
the question before the bench was whether the 
appeals were admissible or not, and if found main-
tainable, a larger bench could also be constituted to 
hear the case. The newfound strength and courage, 
and the demonstration of their commitment to not 
only deliver justice but also ensure that justice is 
seen to be delivered, was a consequence of the six 
judges’ letter to the Supreme Judicial Council. 
During the hearing on April 30th, almost all judg-
es of the bench expressed dismay over the char-
acter-smearing campaign against the six judges, 
noting that personal and sensitive data had been 
retrieved from NADRA, PTI, immigration re-
cords, and travel history, which no member of 
the public could have accessed. They observed 
with great pain and anguish that the same execu-
tive branch, which is supposed to protect the ju-
diciary, seemed to have turned against it.” “They 
insisted, without succumbing to any argument, 
that the interference of the executive in the ju-
diciary is a matter of paramount importance, 
therefore, the Supreme Court has the unavoida-
ble responsibility to act, and act now and fast, to 
create a foolproof firewall around the judiciary at 
all levels to shield it from outside interference.
During the hearing on April-30, the Peshawar 
High Court’s response, among others, was read 
out. The PHC stated that, in order to receive a 

favorable decision in politically consequential mat-
ters, the court was threatened by the non-state 
actors.  The PHC’s admission explained the level 
of fear, intimidation, and threat it faced. Knowing 
that upholding the decision of the EC would be 
unconstitutional and unlawful, the PHC did so to 
protect themselves and the lives of their loved 
ones.” “If the Supreme Court had not intervened 
to suspend the allocation of 78 reserved seats, 
this would have brought the total strength of PM-
L(N) and its allies in the National Assembly close 
to achieving a two-thirds majority and would have 
given them unmandated power to amend the con-
stitution as they see fit, whenever required. This 
verdict of the Supreme Court has also opened 
the door for hearing on the merit of other conse-
quential and linked cases awaiting hearing by the 
Supreme Court, such as the matter of compiling 
the Elections-2024 results based on Form 45, ille-
gal arrest and incarceration of PTI founder, PTI’s 
leaders, and workers, among others.
Let’s consider a hypothetical scenario where the Su-
preme Court fixes the case of election irregularities 
and announces that election results should be com-
piled based on Form 45. According to PTI and in-
dependent election observers, this could mean that 
PTI would secure 180 seats in the National Assem-
bly. When combined with reserved seats, PTI would 
have a comfortable majority to form the government 
both at the center and in Punjab. Consequently, the 
incumbent governments would have to step down. 
Let us assume further that the cases against the PTI 
leader are heard by the Supreme Court purely on 
merit. This could mean that the founder chairman of 
PTI would soon be released from jail. He would then 
contest the election on any seat or seats and most 
likely, after winning the elections, will become the 
country’s next legitimate and credible prime min-
ister, opening new vistas of either confrontation 
or reconciliation, instability or stability depending 
upon how the establishment, political parties, and 
foreign powers react to this scenario.”

– Former Press Secretary to the President 
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

A MERICAN universities pride themselves on be-
ing a melting pot of free exchange of ideas and 
critical thinking. The US university tenure system 

provides academic freedom for professors to instruct and 
encourage students to think outside the box, fostering the 
pursuit of ideas that might be considered unpopular or 
controversial. An environment that enables students to 
engage in academic learning and encourages involvement 
in social and political activism; to challenge and prepare 
tomorrow’s leaders free of outside influence.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, recent student protests 
throughout US universities have exposed the limit of this 
academic freedom when confronting the Israeli Iron Cur-
tain. Professors and students were brutally thrown to the 
ground, handcuffed, and detained as if they were criminals. 
Police in full combat gear, flaunting guns and batons, with 
prisoner buses lined up to intimidate protesters are rem-
iniscent of scenes under dictatorships the US condemns.
The protests at US campuses have revealed a sharp di-
vide between those demanding an end to their universi-
ty’s complicity with the Israeli genocide and those who 
weaponize antisemitism to stifle criticism of “Israel”. 
Ironically, within the latter group, the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) has aligned with Democratic Israeli apol-
ogists and bona fide antisemitic Republicans to pressure 
US academia to shut down the peaceful protests.
ADL and its cohorts flourish on Western antisemitism. 
They thrive on hate, much like ants forage on aphids, ensur-
ing that Jews in the West live in perpetual insecurity. ADL 
tolerates proven antisemites, such as evangelical Zionists 
and Donald Trump (aphids), when it benefits “Israel”. This 
explains why someone like Trump, who in the summer of 
2017 described Charlotteville white supremacists chanting 
“Jews will not replace us” as “very fine people,” is by far 
the favored choice for Israelis and hardened American Zi-
onists, to be the next US president. Among Israelis who 
support the current racist Israeli government coalition, 
Trump’s favorability jumps to a whopping 72 percent.  
The AIPAC-financed diabolical alliance, led by the ADL, 
and otherwise politically antagonistic politicians such as 
Republican representative Mike Lawler and Democrat 
Josh Gottheimer, were united in heeding Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s call to end student pro-

tests. They sought to inaugurate the Israeli Iron Curtain 
by decreeing that criticism of the Israeli government 
policies would violate American laws.
In his audacious sermon to Americans on April 24, Net-
anyahu demanded university leaders to take stiffer meas-
ures against the students and professors, while showering 
praise on “local, state, and federal officials” for cracking 
down on the peaceful protests. He also misidentified the 
actors when he compared American university protests to 
Nazi Germany. In fact, the only resemblance between the 
events at American universities today, and Nazi Germany 
in the 1930s is the suppression of free academia.
In 1930s Germany, voices that rejected Nazism were 
vilified, and “federal officials” ousted university presi-
dents, banned professors from their classes, and Nazi 
mobs assaulted peaceful citizens. The Nazis did in Ger-
man universities what Netanyahu solicited “local, state, 
and federal officials” to do — at US campuses.
At the same time, the ADL and the parochial pro-”Israel” 
professional victims, waged a smear campaign slander-
ing protesting students as antisemitic and accusing them 
of creating an “unsafe and uncomfortable” environment 
for other students. Undoubtedly, demanding a ceasefire 
and protesting the use of starvation as a weapon of war 
would likely make those who support war and genocide 
uncomfortable, just as dictators would be uncomfortable 
when challenged. Nevertheless, the purported discom-
fort doesn’t give “federal officials” the right to abridge 
freedom of speech, or silence criticism of a foreign gov-
ernment and its policies. Since the start of the student 
protests, the “uncomfortable” herd, mostly non-univer-
sity students, has sought to provoke friction as part of a 
strategy to instigate chaos and disorder with the aim 
of compelling “local officials’’ to interfere. This is ex-
actly what took place at the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) around 2 a.m. on May 1st, when 
a masked mob of non-student, pro-”Israel” Jewish, and 
rightwing hate groups attacked protesting students, 
resulting in serious injuries.
One day before the mob attack, pro-Israeli bullies har-
assed and called the protesters “animals” and yelled at 
a black student, “go listen to your master.” Imagine if a 
similar derogatory language targeted a Jewish student; 

cable news and the print media would compete to in-
terview the victim, you’d know their names, and they 
might even receive a White House invitation. But it is 
not the same when the victim happens to be a black per-
son. Still, the mainstream media rarely reports on the 
pro-Israeli outside agitators. When covering the middle-
of-the-night UCLA assault, the media called it a “clash” 
and a counter-protest, conveniently failing to mention 
that the attackers were not students. Then, the police, 
who failed to protect the peaceful protesters, used the 
pro-Israeli precipitated bedlam as a pretext to raid the 
student encampment, arresting the victims rather than 
apprehending the trespassing assailants.
On May 6, the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and the 
San Diego County Sheriff dispersed a peaceful protest 
at the University of California, San Diego. A day earlier 
a group of non-student genocide supporters attempted to 
provoke friction flaunting Israeli flags and harassing pro-
testing students. Soon thereafter, and following a pattern 
similar to UCLA, the university administration declared 
the encampment illegal. Early in the morning, clad in full 
riot gear and armed with rifles, CHP and Sheriffs closed off 
access to the university and canceled all in-class activities 
before raiding the protest site, brutally beating and detain-
ing over 60 students. Reminiscent of the American student 
protests in 1968, the current student movement, spreading 
like wildfire, in America and globally, is a natural response 
to the inept international system and governments led by 
compliant politicians. This phenomenon is described as 
the “eros effect” by my friend and scholar, George Kat-
siaficas. Professor Katsiaficas defines the eros effect as 
when an event sets off a chain of similar events, trig-
gering a sudden mass political awakening driven by a 
sense of injustice and international solidarity. At such a 
point, the entrenched system becomes imbalanced, and 
change is most likely to succeed. In the 1960s, American 
students transcended the national divide, opposing an 
unjust war abroad, and inequality at home. In the 1980s, 
they protested and helped defeat apartheid in South 
Africa. Today, a new generation of American students 
stand united, facing formidable forces invested in priv-
ileges rooted in oppression and determined to end the 
Israeli-made starvation and genocide in Gaza.

The objection was 
promptly rejected, with the 
argument that the appeal 

was filed under Article 
185 of the Constitution 
and not Article 184/3. 

Therefore, the question 
before the bench was 

whether the appeals were 
admissible or not, and 

if found maintainable, a 
larger bench could also 
be constituted to hear 

the case. The newfound 
strength and courage, 

and the demonstration of 
their commitment to not 
only deliver justice but 
also ensure that justice 
is seen to be delivered, 

was a consequence of the 
six judges’ letter to the 

Supreme Judicial Council

One day before the mob 
attack, pro-Israeli bullies 
harassed and called the 

protesters “animals” and 
yelled at a black student, 

“go listen to your master.” 
Imagine if a similar 

derogatory language 
targeted a Jewish student; 
cable news and the print 
media would compete to 

interview the victim, you’d 
know their names, and they 
might even receive a White 

House invitation. But it 
is not the same when the 

victim happens to be a black 
person. Still, the mainstream 
media rarely reports on the 
pro-Israeli outside agitators. 
When covering the middle-
of-the-night UCLA assault...
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CHITTAGONG: Towhid Hridoy’s blistering 
half-century, followed by a combined bowl-
ing effort led Bangladesh to beat Zimbabwe 
by nine runs in the third T20I of the five-
match series here on Tuesday. The narrow 
victory in the third T20I meant that the 
home side claimed the series with a deci-
sive 3-0 lead and two matches to spare.
Put into bat first, Bangladesh registered a 
formidable total of 165/5 in the allotted 20 
overs at the back of a crucial fourth-wicket 
partnership between Hridoy and Jaker Ali.
The hosts, however, had a contrasting start 
to their innings as they lost two wickets, 
Litton Das (12) and Najmul Hossain Shanto 
(6), inside the batting powerplay with just 
29 runs on the board. Following the early 
debacle, opener Tanzid Hasan put together 
a cautious partnership with Hridoy. They 
added 41 runs for the third wicket before 
Hasan fell victim to FarazAkram in the 
ninth over. He scored 21 off 22 deliveries, 
hitting one boundary and a six.
Hridoy was joined by wicketkeeper batter 
Jaker in the middle with the scoreboard 
reading 80/3 in nine overs. The duo drove 
Bangladesh out of trouble and into a dom-

inant position with a sensational partner-
ship. They dominated the Zimbabwean 
bowlers and added 87 runs amid their 
stand, which spanned less than 10 overs. 
Towhid Hridoy and Jaker Ali both per-

ished in the penultimate over, bowled by 
Blessing Muzarabani, who returned bril-
liant figures of 3/14 in his four overs.
Hridoy remained the top scorer for Bangla-
desh with a 38-ball 57 with the help of three 

boundaries and two sixes while Jaker made 44 
off 34, hitting the same number of boundaries.
Set to chase 166, Zimbabwe fell narrow-
ly short of pulling off a miraculous victory, 
which momentarily seemed possible during 
FarazAkram’s late onslaught. The touring side, 
after a dismal start, lost wickets at regular in-
tervals and had consequently slipped to 91/8 
in 14.1 overs. However, Akram, coming out to 
bat at No.10, Faraz put on an astounding 54-
run partnership with Wellington Masakadza to 
keep Zimbabwe in the hunt. Zimbabwe then 
needed 21 runs off the final over but Moham-
mad Saifuddin castled Masakadza on the first 
delivery to put Bangladesh on top. Zimbabwe’s 
No.11 Muzarabani then hit Saifuddin for two 
consecutive boundaries but he only managed 
one on the next two deliveries as the touring 
side needed 12 off the final delivery.
Faraz finished at an unbeaten 34 off 19 
balls, the highest by a Zimbabwe batter 
at number 10. Saifudding led the bowling 
attack for Bangladesh with 3/42, followed 
by Rishad Hossain, who claimed 2/38 
while Mahmudullah, Tanzim Hasan Sakib, 
Taskin Ahmed and Tanzim Islam chipped 
in with a wicket each. – Agencies

Bangladesh edge Zimbabwe to take an unassailable lead
They dominated the Zimbabwean bowlers and added 87 runs 

amid their stand, which spanned less than 10 overs

Briefs
No talks with 
anarchist...

From Page 01
the people accused of be-
ing involved in May 9 riots 
need to be punished,” said 
the chief military spokes-
person. Commenting on 
the prospects of dialogue 
with any faction, Maj Gen 
Chaudhry said: “No talks 
will be held with any polit-
ical leader, or group which 
attacks its own army and 
indulges in propaganda 
[against them]”. “There 
can be no dialogue with an 
anarchist group,” he noted 
adding that the “only way 
forward for the anarchists 
[group] is to apologise 
sincerely [for their acts], 
abandon the politics of hate 
and indulge in constructive 
politics [instead]”. “Talks 
are for political parties, 
not institutions,” the ar-
my’s spokesperson said. 
Reacting to the demands 
for the constitution of a ju-
dicial commission to probe 
the May 9 riots, Maj Gen 
Chaudhry said that the 
army had no objection to 
the judicial inquiry.

DG ISPR’s 
press...

From Page 01
conference, Hasan said it 
reflected “a mind full of 
contradictions because at 
the end of it all I could not 
understand anything”. He 
added that that he could 
not understand “why there 
is such frustration and what 
are the factors that propel 
them again and again to 
give such statements which 
have no rationale or logic”. 
Hasan noted that the “most 
humorous” part of the ISPR 
press conference was there 
was “no danger to democ-
racy”, adding that “danger 
is present to that which 
is present. What threat 
can there be to something 
that is not even present?” 
The party spokesperson 
claimed that multiple at-
tempts were made to tar-
get PTI. “However, as time 
passes and their frustration 
increases, there has been 
an increase in the intensi-
ty and venom targeting the 
PTI,” he added. 

Israeli 
forces...
From Page 01

Israeli-occupied territories. 
A Palestinian security offi-
cial and an Egyptian author-
ity have told the Associated 
Press news agency that 
Israeli tanks have entered 
Rafah, reaching as close as 
200 meters from Rafah’s 
border crossing with neigh-
boring Egypt. Gaza’s media 
office  says the Israeli re-
gime is intentionally worsen-
ing the humanitarian crisis 
by blocking aid entry, after 
shutting down the Rafah and 
Kerem Shalom crossings 
with Egypt, and is attacking 
hospitals and schools in the 
eastern part of the border. 
Tel Aviv’s occupation re-
gime has opted to intensify 
the humanitarian crisis by 
escalating the genocidal 
war against the Palestinian 
people in Gaza on Tuesday, 
resulting in the deaths of 
over 35 civilians, including 
women and children, within 
the past 12 hours.

UNGA to 
vote on...
From Page 01

the vast majority of the 
193-member General As-
sembly is likely to support 
the Palestinian bid. However, 
those opposed could demand 
changes to the draft, raising 
concerns with the current 
text, which also grants addi-
tional rights and privileges, 
short of full membership, to 
the Palestinians. The move 
towards full membership, 
which was put forward by the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) on 
April 18, was vetoed in the 
Security Council in April by 
the United States, the Israeli 
regime’s biggest ally.

US resolves 
to extend...

From Page 01
In Pakistan, this project will 
be presented to the Green 
Climate Fund for financing.” 
“Efforts are underway to lower 
the temperature by 1 degree 
Celsius at the international lev-
el until 2030. The partnership 
with Pakistan is underway 
in line with the US-Pakistan 
Green Alliance,” said Blome. 
“The problems can only be ad-
dressed by providing the stake-
holders with financial and tech-
nical resources,” he added.  

Azlan Shah Cup: Pakistan 
remain unbeaten with draw

Rana Waheed scored the equaliser for Pakistan
Sports Desk

IPOH: Pakistan held Japan for a 1-1 stale-
mate and continued their unbeaten run in 
the ongoing Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 2024 
here on Tuesday. Pakistan and Japan went 
hard at each other from the word go but 
neither of the sides could manage to get 
the upper hand and played out the first two 
quarters goalless. Japan then got the re-
ward for their precision in the third quarter 
when Ken Nagayoshi converted a penalty 
corner in the 33rd minute.
Japan’s narrow lead persisted for the con-
clusion of the third quarter while the fourth 
quarter was also nearing its end, indicating 
at the possibility of Pakistan’s first defeat 
in the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup.
But Rana Waheed Ashraf turned the tide for 
Pakistan and lifted them to level the thrill-
ing match after a perfectly crafted penalty 
corner in the last minute. Earlier this week, 
Pakistan crushed South Korea 4-0 to regis-
ter their second consecutive victory in the 
ongoing Sultan Azlan Shah Cup.

HannanShahid gave Pakistan an early lead 
against South Korea, courtesy of a field 
goal in the third minute before Arshad Li-
aqat doubled the lead in the 20th minute.
Pakistan’s third goal also came as a 
field goal, scored by Ghazanfar Ali in 
the 27th minute while Sufyan Khan 
converted a penalty corner in the 50th 
minute to seal a 4-0 victory. It is worth 
mentioning that Pakistan had a flying 
start to their Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 
campaign with a nerve-testing 5-4 victo-
ry over Malaysia on Saturday. They will 
next face Japan on May 7.
Pakistan squad for Sultan Azlan Shah Cup
Goalkeepers: Abdullah, MuneeburRehman.
Defenders: Usama Bashir, Ehtisham Aslam, 
Mohammad Abdullah, Sufiyan, Abu Bakar 
(vice-captain), Ammad Butt (captain).
Midfielders: Salman Razzaq, Arshad Li-
aquat, MoinShakeel, Zakria Hayat, Mur-
tazaYaqoob, Ghazanfar Ali. Forwards: 
Abdul Rehman (Sr), Abdul Hanan, Rana Wa-
heed, Ejaz Ahmad. Standbys: Akmal Hus-
sain, Aqeel Ahmad, Arbaz, HammadAnjum, 
Abdul Rehman (Jr), Abdul Manan, Rooman.

T20 WC: Mitchell Marsh 
expected to be fit in time

The Aussie skipper  
got injured during  

the ongoing IPL 2024
 

Web Desk 
Sidney: Australia will begin their T20 
World Cup 2024 campaign on June 5 
against Oman in Barbados and they will 
have their skipper, Mitchell Marsh, fit 
in time, confirmed head coach Andrew 
McDonald. Marsh sustained a hamstring 
injury in the ongoing Indian Premier 
League (IPL) 2024 while representing 
Delhi Capitals (DC) after which he re-
turned to Australia on April 12 and has 
been recovering there since then.
The Aussies have already started 
their preparation camp at the National 
Cricket Centre in Albion Queensland 
as all the players who are part of the 
IPL, are currently practicing there for 
the World Cup. Marsh was also seen 
in the nets with the bat but he will 
not be bowling for at least another 
two weeks, McDonald confirmed.
“He’s progressing well. Probably a lit-
tle slower than expected,” McDonald 
said as quoted by the ICC. “But we’ve 
got plenty of time now that he has been 
ruled out of the IPL. “(Our) first game is 
just short of a month away now. So am-
ple time for him to get ready. “You proba-
bly won’t see him bowl in the next couple 
of weeks here. It’ll probably happen the 

week before we leave. And then he’ll be 
able to ramp that up when we’re over 
there. “We’ll be able to cherry-pick the 
moments during the tournament where 
he’ll be useful with the ball, (and) we’ve 
got some all-round depth in the squad, 
which gives us good coverage anyway.”
Should Marsh not recover in time, Austral-
ia will have plenty of options in terms of 
captaincy with the presence of Matthew 
Wade, who has captained the T20I side in 
the past, and Pat Cummins as well.
“We’ve got ample depth in the leadership 
space there with Matthew Wade, who’s led 
before when Mitch hasn’t been available. 
And obviously, Pat Cummins has some 
leadership qualities,” McDonald added.
Australia’s squad for T20 World Cup 2024
Mitchell Marsh (c), Ashton Agar, Pat 
Cummins, Tim David, Nathan Ellis, 
Cameron Green, Josh Hazlewood, Travis 
Head, Josh Inglis, Glenn Maxwell, Mitch-
ell Starc, Marcus Stoinis, Matthew Wade, 
David Warner, Adam Zampa.

Zardari gets 
‘immunity’..

From Page 01
before the accountability 
court and filed a plea seek-
ing to halt the court’s pro-
ceedings against his client. 
“As per the law, Asif Zardari 
has presidential immunity. 
The case against Zardari 
cannot proceed as long as 
he remains in office,” ar-
gued the lawyer. Approving 
his request, accountability 
court judge Justice Javed 
Rana halted the proceed-
ings against the president in 
the Toshakhana case. The 
development came a month 
after the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB), in 
a written reply submitted 
to the accountability court 
in the Toshakhana vehicle 
reference, requested to end 
the criminal proceedings 
against President Zardari, 
saying that he enjoys consti-
tutional immunity.

Saudi 
delegation...

From Page 01
Colombia for establishment 
of a joint trade committee.
The Cabinet also approved 
flight operations by Air 
Sial to China, Malaysia, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tur-
kiye, United Kingdom and 
Kuwait. This approval has 
been granted under Na-
tional Aviation Policy 2023 
and Air Services Agree-
ment. The Cabinet also 
endorsed the decisions of 
the Cabinet Committee on 
Projects related to Chinese 
Investment, taken in the 
previous cabinet meeting 
held on 30th of last month. 
Meanwhile,Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday, 
while calling for enhanced 
Pakistan-Japan trade and 
investment cooperation, as-
sured that the government 
would resolve the issues 
facing Japanese business-
men within a week through 
mutual collaboration.

‘Govt not 
doing...
From Page 01

the independence of the 
judiciary. The six IHC judg-
es — Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani, Justice Babar Sat-
tar, Justice Arbab Muham-
mad Tahir, Justice Tariq 
Mahmood Jehangiri, Justice 
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan and 
Justice Saman Rifat Imti-
az — had written a letter to 
the chief justice, who is also 
chairman of the Supreme 
Judicial Council (SJC). 
Seeking guidance from the 
council on “interference” of 
the spy agencies in courts’ 
affairs, the judges wrote: 
“We are writing to seek 
guidance from the Supreme 
Judicial Council (SJC) with 
regard to the duty of a judge 
to report and respond to ac-
tions on part of members 
of the executive, including 
operatives of intelligence 
agencies, that seek to inter-
fere with discharge of his/
her official functions and 
qualify as intimidation, as 
well as the duty to report 
any such actions that come 
to his/her attention in re-
lation to colleagues and/or 
members of the courts that 
the High Court supervises.”

MBS visit to 
Pakistan... 

From Page 01
obligations. Addressing a 
press conference at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the 
deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister, to a query 
regarding Iran-Pakistan gas 
pipeline, said that the gov-
ernment would take the deci-
sions in the national interests 
and would not allow interfer-
ence into its international ob-
ligations. He also termed the 
Iranian President’s visit to 
Pakistan as very productive. 
To another query, he replied 
that Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia Mohammed bin 
Salman would undertake a bi-
lateral visit to Pakistan soon 
and they would receive a date 
in this regard, in the current 
month. Earlier, initial and 
business to business meet-
ings had taken place which 
helped in finalizing the 
groundwork for the top 
Saudi leadership’s visit to 
Pakistan, he added.

Pakistan announce squad for 
Engro CA Volleyball League
The team is ready to showcase their skills and sportsmanship 

in the Engro Central Asian Volleyball Nations League, 
representing their country with pride and determination

Afzal Javed 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Volleyball 
Federation (PVF) on Tuesday an-
nounced its fourteen member’s squad 
for the Engro Central Asian Volleyball 
League starting  from 11 May to 17 
May 2024 at Liaquat Gymnasium, Pa-
kistan Sports Complex Islamabad.
According to Pakistan Volleyball Fed-
eration Chairman Chaudhry Muham-
mad Yaqoob, after rigorous training 
sessions and thorough evaluation, 
head coach Ruben Wolochin from Ar-
gentina has selected a talented and 
dedicated group of players to compete 
in the highly anticipated event.
The team is ready to showcase their 
skills and sportsmanship in the En-
gro Central Asian Volleyball Nations 
League, representing their country 
with pride and determination as the 
League will feature teams from six 
Central Asian countries  including 

Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Sri Lanka, Turkmen-
istan, Afghanistan  and host Pakistan.
“The Engro Central Asian Volleyball 
League promises to be a thrilling com-
petition, bringing together top teams 
from the region to compete for glory 
and recognition,” said Chaudhry Mo-
hammad Yaqoob, adding that fans and 
supporters are invited to come and 
cheer for all the participating teams 
as they strive for victory in this pres-
tigious tournament.
Murad Jehan will lead green shirts 
in the Engro Central Asian Volley-
ball League along with Muham-
mad Kasheef Naveed appointed as 
Vice-Captain while Waleed Khan, Mu-
rad Khan, Aimal Khan, Usman Faryad 
Ali, FakharUd Din, Afaq Khan, Abdul 
Zaheer, Musawer Khan, Muhammad 
Hamad, Ali Haider, Nasir Ali  and Mu-
hammad Yaseen will be part of four-
teen members Pakistan squad.
Argentine Ruben Wolochin will be 
the head coach of the team. Saeed 

Ahmed Khan Sady  and Ehsan Iqbal 
are named assistant coaches along 
with the squad. Brazilian Lucas Rodri-
gues, will be with the team as a phys-
ical trainer, while Muhammad Ismail 
Khan, Muhammad Sulaiman Amin 
and Juan Cobucci, Scoutman from Ar-
gentina will join the Pakistan Volley-
ball team as Assistant Scoutman
According to draws of Engro Central 
Asian Volleyball League, Pakistan 
will play opening match against Turk-
menistan on May 11 while Pakistan 
will play Afghanistan on May 12, Kyr-
gyzstan on May 13, Sri Lanka on May 
15, against Iran on May 16 and the 
final of the Central Asian Volleyball 
League will be played on May 17.

Matches Schedule: 
May 11: Pakistan Vs Turkmenistan
May 12: Pakistan Vs Afghanistan
May 13: Pakistan Vs Kyrgyzstan
May 15: Sri Lanka Vs Pakistan

May 16: Iran Vs Pakistan
May 17:  Final 

Wembanyama 
named NBA 

Rookie of the Year
“It has always been really important 

and I’m glad it’s finally official.” 
Oklahoma City Thunder centre Chet 
Holmgren came second with Brandon 
Miller of the Charlotte Hornets third

LONDON: San Antonio Spurs star Victor Wembanyama has 
been named NBA Rookie of the Year. The 20-year-old is 
the first Frenchman to win the award after averaging 21.4 
points, 10.6 rebounds, 3.9 assists, a league-high 3.6 blocked 
shots and 1.2 steals a game. Wembanyama, the first pick in 
last year’s draft, was the unanimous choice as he earned 
all 99 first-place votes. He is the first unanimous Rookie 
of the Year since Karl-Anthony Towns in 2016. “My goals 
were always to help my team as best as I could and 
to get better as the year went on,” Wembanyama told 
TNT Sports. “I knew that in order to do this I had to be 
individually good on the court and dominant. [Rookie 
of the Year] is a huge thing for me, a big thing to get.
“It has always been really important and I’m glad it’s 
finally official.” Oklahoma City Thunder centre Chet 
Holmgren came second with Brandon Miller of the Char-
lotte Hornets third. Wembanyama took the award despite 
the Spurs finishing with the second worst record in the 
Western Conference as he broke a number of records and 
lived up to expectations as a generational talent.
He became the youngest player to record a ‘five-by-five’ 
with 27 points, 10 rebounds, eight assists, five steals and 
five blocked shots in a defeat by the Los Angeles Lak-
ers - and he did so in 30 minutes, making it the fastest 
ever. Wembanyama is also one of only three NBA play-
ers - alongside former Spurs big men Tim Duncan and 
David Robinson - to register 30 points, 10 rebounds, five 
assists and five blocks in a game. – Agencies

PSG backed 
ahead of UCL 

semi-final
 

Sports Desk 
PARIS: Former Paris Saint Germain midfielder Javier Pa-
store has backed the French side ahead of the second leg 
of the UEFA Champions League semi-final against Borus-
sia Dortmund at the Parc des Princes on Tuesday. Dort-
mund have a slim 1-0 lead in the tie thanks to the winner 
by NiclasFullkrug in the first leg. Speaking to PSG’s official 
website, Pastore also highlighted the importance of fans.
“For me, the fans are very important, because you can al-
ways count on them, on the atmosphere they create in the 
stands and on their support. And it’s not just at the Parc, 
on the road, at every match... The atmosphere has become 
crazier and crazier over the years, and I know that the play-
ers feel it when they’re out on the pitch,” Pastore said.
“They’re passionate fans. And I’m Argentinian! I know all 
about passionate supporters! But it’s true that here in Par-
is, the fans love the club, they’re very supportive and they 
make the players feel that at every moment,” he added.
Pastore also said that the match against Dortmund will be 
similar to that against FC Barcelona in the previous round.
“It’s a bit like the game against Barcelona. We have to win 
this second leg, except that this time it’s in Paris. The play-
ers know they have to play a great game, we expected that 
of them in Barcelona, they did it, and we’ll have to do the 
same thing again on Tuesday night against Dortmund,” he 
said. “I love football, I love the spectacle. I hope to see a 
great game of football, with a result in our favour. All I’m 
hoping for is to be able to burst with joy,” he added. 

Forest lose 
appeal against 

four-point 
deduction

Agencies
Nottingham:Notting-
ham Forest have failed in 
their appeal to have their 
four-point deduction for 
breaking financial rules in 
the 2022/23 season over-
turned. The club were 
charged in January after 
breaching Profitability and 
Sustainability Rules (PSR) 
by £34.5m above their per-
mitted threshold of £61m 
for the assessment period 
ending 2022/23.
Clubs are usually allowed 
a maximum loss of £105m 
over a three-year assess-
ment period, although this 
is reduced by £22m per 
season for any seasons 
within the period spent in 
the Championship. Forest 
were the second top-flight 
team to be penalised for 
PSR breaches after Everton 
lost 10 points in November, 
which was reduced to six 
on appeal. The outcome of 
their appeal means Forest 
remain in 17th position, 
just three points clear of 
the relegation zone with 
two games remaining.

I, Atif Hussain Awan 
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UNITED NATIONS: Amid re-
ports that 100,000 Palestinians 
have been told by Israel to leave 
Rafah ahead of an anticipated 
military operation there and that 
Hamas has accepted the  latest 
Israeli ceasefire proposal, UN 
humanitarian officials Monday 
insisted that they had no inten-
tion of quitting the vital aid hub. 
Israel has yet to respond to mul-
tiple news reports that Hamas’s 
supreme leader, Ismail Haniyeh, 
had confirmed the acceptance of 
ceasefire terms, in a phone call 
with Qatar’s Prime Minister and 
a senior Egyptian minister.   Earli-
er, in the morning following news 
of the Israeli evacuation order, 
the UN agency for Palestine ref-
ugees UNRWA said in a post on X 
that “an Israeli offensive in Rafah 
would mean more civilian suffer-
ing and deaths. The consequenc-
es would be devastating for 1.4 

million people”. “UNRWA is not 
evacuating: the agency will main-
tain a presence in Rafah as long as 
possible and will continue providing 
lifesaving aid to people.” Echoing 
that alert, the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) warned that “a military 
besiegement and ground incursion 
in Rafah would pose catastrophic 
risks to the 600,000 children” shel-
tering there. Many “are highly vul-
nerable and at the edge of survival”, 
the UN agency said in a statement, 
highlighting increased violence in 
Rafah and the fact that potential 
evacuation corridors were “likely 
mined or littered with unexploded 
ordnance”. Any military move on 
Rafah would likely result in very 
high civilian casualties while also 
destroying “the few remaining basic 
services and infrastructure” that 
people needed to survive, UNICEF 
insisted. “Hundreds of thousands 
of children who are now cramped 

into Rafah are injured, sick, mal-
nourished, traumatized, or living 
with disabilities,” said UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director Catherine Russell. 
“Many have been displaced mul-
tiple times, and have lost homes, 
parents and loved ones. They need 
to be protected along with the re-
maining services that they rely on, 
including medical facilities and 
shelter.” In a related develop-
ment, the head of the UN World 
Food Programme (WFP), Cindy 
McCain, said that northern Gaza 
was now experiencing “full-blown 
famine…and it’s moving its way 
south”.
Ms. McCain’s remarks on Sun-
day echoed serious and repeated 
concerns from other senior UN 
officials and the international 
community about aid restrictions 
and delays imposed by Israeli au-
thorities.  “The Israeli authorities 
continue to deny humanitarian 

access to the United Nations,” 
insisted UNRWA chief Philippe 
Lazzarini. “Only in the past two 
weeks, we have recorded 10 inci-
dents involving shooting at con-
voys, arrests of UN staff including 
bullying, stripping them naked, 
threats with arms and long delays 
at checkpoints forcing convoys to 
move during the dark or abort,” 
he said in a post on X on Sunday. 
The UNRWA Commissioner-Gen-
eral also condemned rocket at-
tacks on Kerem Shalom crossing 
which reportedly killed three 
Israeli soldiers, leading to its 
closure. The crossing is a key hu-
manitarian relief entry point. Ac-
cording to media reports, leaflet 
drops by the Israeli military above 
eastern Rafah advised communi-
ties to move to the so-called safe 
zone of Al Mawasi, to the west of 
Rafah, by the Mediterranean Sea. 
UN humanitarians have previous-

ly rejected similar evacuation initi-
atives by the Israeli military on the 
grounds that they represent forced 
displacement.    “In Al Mawasi, 
there is a severe lack of sufficient 
infrastructure including water avail-
able and it is not feasible to support 
tens of thousands of displaced peo-
ple there,” UNRWA spokesperson 
in Gaza Louise Wateridge told UN 
News. More than 400,000 people 
already shelter in the coastal loca-
tion, according to the UN agency’s 
latest assessment, which reported 
an influx of displaced persons from 
nearby city of Khan Younis. To help 
them, UNRWA has two temporary 
health centres in Al Mawasi, along 
with other newly established med-
ical points in the area. “Unlike 
claims (to the contrary), it is far 
from safe, because nowhere is safe 
in Gaza,” insisted UNRWA Commu-
nications Director Juliette Touma.
Since October 7.  

UN pledges to stand with Gazans

Briefs
UK police 

close 
Shahzad 

Akbar acid 
attack probe 

ISLAMABAD: The UK po-
lice have shut down a probe 
into a reported acid attack 
on former Assets Recovery 
Unit (ARU) head Shahzad 
Akbar after finding no sus-
pects during an around six-
month-long investigation, 
according to a media report 
published Tuesday. 
“We have explored all lines 
of enquiry and have not 
been able to identify any 
suspects,” the report quot-
ed a police source linked 
with counter-terrorism po-
licing.
Calling it an extremely 
complex investigation, the 
Hertfordshire Constabulary 
said, “Since November, of-
ficers have been working 
hard to try and trace those 
involved. On this occasion, 
we have explored all lines 
of enquiry and have not 
been able to identify any 
suspects. Incidents of this 
nature are thankfully rare in 
Hertfordshire and the safe-
guarding of any victim re-
mains our priority. Should 
any new information come 
to light, we will act on this 
accordingly.”
The media report also quot-
ed an intelligence source 
confirming that the investi-
gation has been closed after 
no suspects were found dur-
ing the “dedicated investi-
gation” marking the review 
of several hours of footage 
including the entry and exit 
points of the local area in 
Royston. The decision to 
close the investigation was 
made after the forensics 
didn’t create any headways 
and no clues were found, it 
added.
In November last year, the 
Herts police said they were 
contacted by the ambulance 
service just before Novem-
ber 26, 2023 at 4.45pm on 
Sunday to reports of an 
assault in Royston. “It is 
believed an acidic solution 
was used. A 44-year-old 
man received hospital treat-
ment and has now been 
discharged. Safety of any 
victim is paramount and we 
believe this is an isolated in-
cident,” the police had said.
According to the media re-
port, Imran Khan’s former 
advisor holds evidence and 
documents in the £190 
million corruption case. 
He took away these state-
owned papers and refused 
to cooperate with the in-
quiry. The Cabinet Division 
had also sent him a letter 
asking questions about his 
role in the £190 million 
properties settlement case 
and Imran Khan and Bushra 
Bibi’s Al-Qadir Trust case.—

APP

UBS net  
profit up 71% 

Zurich:Swiss banking gi-
ant UBS on Tuesday said 
first quarter net profit rose 
71 percent to nearly $1.8 
billion after two quarters in 
the red due to the takeover 
of Credit Suisse.
 Switzerland’s biggest bank 
said turnover increased by 
46 percent to $12.7 billion.
A company statement said 
income of its investment 
bank -- the largest project 
in the integration of rival 
Credit Suisse -- increased 
by 16 percent due to a more 
favourable market climate 
and a good performance 
of IPOs and mergers and 
acquisitions. In March 
2023, Swiss authorities 
strongarmed UBS into the 
$3.25-billion takeover to 
prevent Credit Suisse from 
going under with cata-
strophic consequences for 
the global financial system.
The results for the first 
three months of 2024 were 
a moment for the bank to 
review progress since the 
integration of Credit Suisse.
“A little over a year ago, we 
were asked to play a critical 
role in stabilising the Swiss 
and global financial systems 
through the acquisition of 
Credit Suisse and we are 
delivering on our commit-
ments,” said UBS chief ex-
ecutive Sergio Ermotti.
“This quarter marks the re-
turn to reported net profits 
and further capital accre-
tion -- a testament to the 
strength of our business 
and client franchises and 
our ability to deliver signif-
icant progress on our inte-
gration plans while actively 
optimising our financial re-
sources.” The megamerger 
combined two heavyweight 
banks pulling in diametri-
cally different directions. 
As for the outlook, the bank 
said that although mone-
tary easing was expected in 
the eurozone.—Agencies 

China says 
top climate 

envoy 
heading to 
US for talks

Beijing: China’s top cli-
mate envoy will head to 
the United States for talks 
with US counterpart John 
Podesta on Tuesday, Beijing 
said, as the world’s top two 
emitters seek to deepen 
cooperation on combatting 
global warming.  Beijing’s 
Ministry of Ecology and 
Environment said in a state-
ment that Special Envoy for 
Climate Change Liu Zhen-
min will head to the United 
States from May 7 to 16.
He and Podesta will dis-
cuss “promoting China-US 
climate cooperation to 
achieve practical results”, 
the ministry said. The US 
State Department said the 
talks would take place in 
Washington. It also said 
the two sides would discuss 
issues “including energy 
transition, methane and 
other non-CO2 greenhouse 
gases, circular economy 
and resource efficiency, 
low-carbon and sustainable 
provinces/states and cities, 
and deforestation, among 
others”. The talks will be 
the first in-person between 
the two envoys since tak-
ing their positions as well 
as the first between the 
United States and China on 
the environment since the 
UN’s COP28 summit in Du-
bai late last year. That sum-
mit saw nations endorse 
for the first time a call for 
an eventual transition away 
from fossil fuels responsible 
for global warming.
Prior to the meetings, Liu 
and Podesta’s predecessors 
met in California for talks 
that culminated in a joint 
statement from the world’s 
two largest carbon-emitting 
nations that helped form a 
basis for COP28. Beijing 
said the two envoys planned 
“an in-depth exchange of 
views” on the agreement 
forged during those talks, 
known as the Sunnylands 
Statement on Enhancing 
Cooperation to Address the 
Climate Crisis.—APP

Boeing 
probed in US 
over possible 
falsified re-

cords on 787
New York: US air safety 
authorities are investigating 
whether Boeing completed 
required plane inspections 
on the 787 and whether 
employees falsified aircraft 
records, officials said Mon-
day. The issue centers on 
whether Boeing undertook 
required inspections to 
“confirm adequate bond-
ing and grounding where 
the wings join the fuselage 
on certain 787 Dreamliner 
airplanes,” the Federal Avi-
ation Administration said 
in an email. The FAA said 
it opened the investigation 
after Boeing notified it that 
the company may not have 
completed required inspec-
tions, which are needed to 
ensure a safe and function-
al electrical flow between 
aircraft components. “The 
FAA is investigating wheth-
er Boeing completed the in-
spections and whether com-
pany employees may have 
falsified aircraft records,” the 
agency said. “At the same 
time, Boeing is reinspecting 
all 787 airplanes still within 
the production system and 
must also create a plan to 
address the in-service fleet.” 
The issue surfaced after a 
Boeing employee observed 
an “irregularity” and raised 
the issue with a supervisor 
who elevated it further. “We 
quickly reviewed the matter 
and learned that several peo-
ple had been violating compa-
ny policies by not performing 
a required test, but record-
ing the work as having been 
completed,” Scott Stocker, 
head of the Boeing 787 pro-
gram, said in an email to 
staff. “We promptly informed 
our regulator about what we 
learned and are taking swift 
and serious corrective action 
with multiple teammates,” 
said Stocker, adding that en-
gineering staff determined 
that the issues does not pose 
an immediate safety of flight 
risk.The probe adds to the 
litany of issues facing Boeing 
in the aftermath of a near-cat-
astrophic Alaska Airlines 
flight in January in which a 
panel on the fuselage blew 
out. The FAA has given the 
company three months to 
present a plan to address 
“systemic quality-control is-
sues.” The company’s man-
agement of the 787 came 
under question at an April 17 
Senate hearing at which a com-
pany whistleblower testified 
that he was retaliated against 
after raising questions about 
manufacturing processes on 
the 787 that he believed threat-
en aircraft safety.—APP

At UN Pakistan pushes for 
preventing weaponization 

The 193-member Assembly was debating Russia’s veto in the Security Council last month  
which blocked a draft resolution aimed at preventing a new extraterrestrial arms race 

UNITED NATIONS: Pa-
kistan has called for steps 
to prevent the weaponiza-
tion of outer space,  saying 
such a course would avert 
a grave danger to interna-
tional peace and security. 
“The threats to security in 
and from outer space have 
escalated sharply in recent 
years. This is evident from 
the placement of weapons 
in space, and its increas-
ing characterization as the 
next war-fighting frontier 
in the military policies and 
doctrines of major powers,” 
Ambassador Munir Akram 
told the UN General As-
sembly on Monday.
 The 193-member Assem-
bly was debating Russia’s 
veto in the Security Council 
last month which blocked 
a draft resolution aimed at 

preventing a new extrater-
restrial arms race.  Due to 
the negative Russian vote, 
the 15-member Council 
failed to adopt last month’s 
text, which received 13 
votes in favour, with China 
abstaining. The draft res-
olution was introduced by 
United States and Japan 
and co-sponsored by over 
60 nations. In his remarks, 
Ambassador Akram said 
that the US-Japan draft 
resolution rightly recog-
nized that the prevention 
of an arms race in Outer 
Space would avert a grave 
danger for international 
peace and security; under-
scored the importance of 
the Outer Space Treaty; 
and reiterated that the Ge-
neva-based Conference on 
Disarmament as the sole 

multilateral disarmament 
negotiating forum. Paki-
stan, he said,  has always 
maintained a principled 
position that resolutions on 
global disarmament issues 
should be deliberated and 
concluded in an inclusive 
and transparent manner 
within the appropriate fo-
rums -- the Conference on 
Disarmament (CD), the UN 
Disarmament Commission 
and the First Committee 
of the UN General Assem-
bly, which deals with disar-
mament and international 
security matters. The Paki-
stani envoy regretted that 
there has been no progress 
on a Treaty to Prevent an 
Arms Race in Outer Space 
for over four decades.  “In-
itially,” he said, “some dis-
missed the possibility of an 

arms race in outer space. 
Then, they argued that it 
was too late to prevent its 
militarization and called 
for focusing on non-weap-
onization measures. Now, 
they want to concentrate 
on behavior rather than 
capabilities, ignoring the 
inherent risks of legitimiz-
ing the weaponization of 
Outer Space.”  Pakistan, 
Ambassador Akram said,  
has been advocating a com-
prehensive approach with a 
dual focus on both capabil-
ities and behaviour.  “We 
have consistently advocated 
urgent negotiations on a le-
gally binding instrument on 
PAROS (Preventing Arms 
Race in Outer Space). Con-
currently, we have also ac-
tively contributed to non-le-
gally binding measures 

such as Transparency and 
Confidence-Building Meas-
ures (TCBMs).  However, 
he added, the evident gaps 
in the international legal 
regime cannot be filled by 
TCBMs or other non-legally 
binding norms. Regretting 
that a few states continue 
to block the start of such 
negotiations in the Com-
mittee on Disarmament 
(CD) on a legally binding 
instrument that prohibits 
the placement of weapons 
in outer space and outlaws 
the threat or use of force 
against outer space objects, 
the Pakistani envoy said 
that they have failed to ex-
plain how such negotiations 
would undermine their se-
curity interests. “They have 
also failed to justify why 
definitional and verification 

issues cannot be taken up 
during negotiations – an ap-
proach that they advocate 
for another item in the CD.”  
Ambassador Akram there-
fore hoped that this issue 
of weaponization of Outer 
Space, which has been raised 
in the Security Council, will 
be transmitted to the C.D. 
for further consideration 
within the context of negoti-
ations on a Treaty to prevent 
an arms race in Outer Space. 
Earlier, Russian Ambassador 
Vassily Nebenzia explained 
why his delegation voted 
against the US-Japan draft res-
olution.  He stated that despite 
its “beautiful sounding title”, 
the text failed to address its 
declared goal because that ob-
jective was already covered by 
existing international agree-
ments.—DNA
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New York judge threatens 
Trump with jail 

New York: The New York judge presiding over Donald Trump’s historic criminal trial threatened the former US president 
with jail time on Monday if he commits another violation of his gag order. Trump, 77, is charged with falsifying business records 
to reimburse his lawyer, Michael Cohen, for a $130,000 payment made to a porn star just days ahead of his 2016 race against 
Hillary Clinton. Stormy Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, was threatening at the time to go public with her story 
about a 2006 sexual encounter with Trump, a salacious revelation that could have been damaging to his White House cam-
paign. Judge Juan Merchan held Trump in contempt of court and fined him $1,000 on Monday for a violation of the gag 
order prohibiting him from publicly attacking witnesses, jurors or court staff and their relatives. Trump, whose trial is 
taking place six months ahead of an expected White House rematch with Democrat Joe Biden, was also fined a total of 
$9,000 last week. But Merchan said these penalties were not serving as a “deterrent” and he would have to consider jail 
time for further violations. “As much as I do not want to impose a jail sanction..., I want you to understand I will,” Merchan 
told Trump, who sat silently at the defense table dressed in a dark blue suit and red tie. “At the end of the day I have a job 
to do and part of that job is to maintain the dignity of the justice system,” the judge said, calling Trump’s defiance a “direct 
attack on the rule of law.” Merchan’s ruling came at the start of the third week of testimony in the high-stakes trial of the 
Republican White House candidate, the first former US president to face criminal charges. Speaking to reporters after the 
day’s proceedings, Trump blasted the case as “election interference” by Democrats to keep him off the campaign trail. “I 
should be out campaigning,” he said.    Before the day wrapped up, prosecutors said they expect at least two more weeks 
of witness testimony, drawing an angry reaction from Trump. I thought they were going to be finished today and they want 
two to three more weeks,” he told reporters. He also criticized the gag order. “Our constitution is much more important 
than jail, it’s not even close,” he said. “I’ll do that sacrifice any day.” Prosecutors called two witnesses on Monday. Jeffrey 
McConney, a Trump Organization executive, walked the jury through the reimbursements to Cohen for the hush money 
paid to Daniels, saying most of the funds were drawn from Trump’s personal account. McConney was followed by Deborah 
Tarasoff of the Trump Organization’s accounts payable department, who was asked about the checks signed by Trump to 
pay Cohen back.  Daniels, 45, and Cohen, 57, who has become a vocal critic of his former boss, are both expected to testify 
at some point during the trial. Hope Hicks, a former close advisor to Trump, testified last week about the “crisis” that 
engulfed his 2016 presidential campaign after a tape emerged of him bragging about groping women. Hicks said she was 
a “little stunned” by the now infamous Access Hollywood tape in which Trump was heard boasting about grabbing women’s 
genitalia. Hicks was a key player in the final stages of Trump’s successful 2016 presidential campaign when the hush money 
payments to Daniels were allegedly made. According to prosecutors, panic over the tape triggered a Trump campaign effort to 
silence Daniels over her claim of a sexual encounter with the married Trump. Trump denies ever having sex with Daniels.  In 
addition to the New York case, Trump has been indicted in Washington and Georgia on charges of conspiring to overturn the 
results of the 2020 election won by Biden. He also faces charges of illegally storing huge quantities of top-secret documents 
taken from the White House at his home in Florida.—DNA

No letup yet for 
flood-battered 

southern Brazil
Porto Alegre, Brazil: The rains may have abated, but 
floodwaters continued their assault on southern Brazil Mon-
day, with hundreds of municipalities in ruins amid fears that 
food and drinking water may soon run out. Since the unprec-
edented deluge started last week, at least 85 people have 
died and more than 150,000 were ejected from their homes 
by floods and mudslides in Rio Grande do Sul state, author-
ities said. The search is becoming ever more desperate for 
134 people reported missing among the devastation that 
also left 339 people injured. The disaster, which experts and 
the government have linked to climate change, has left the 
state resembling “a scene out of a war,” the state’s governor 
Eduardo Leite said Sunday. In total, 385 cities, towns and 
villages have been hit, many of which remain cut off from the 
world -- without access to drinking water or electricity or any 
means of calling for help. In Porto Alegre, the state capital with 
1.4 million inhabitants, many suburbs remained under water 
even as the sun shone Monday. “Last night, the water came up 
to the corner and had stabilized. Today, we woke up and it was 
outside my house and rising,” Neucir Carmo, a 62-year-old res-
ident of the Floresta neighborhood, told AFP. “We don’t know 
how high it will go.”  The Guaiba River, which flows through 
the mega-city of high-rise buildings and wide streets, reached a 
record high level of 5.3 meters (17.4 feet) Sunday -- well above 
the historic peak of 4.76 meters that accompanied devastating 
floods in 1941. By Monday morning, the level had receded 
slightly, to 5.27 meters. The MetSul meteorological agen-
cy said on its website that some parts of Porto Alegre, the 
wider metropolitan region and valley settlements “will be 
uninhabitable for weeks to months.” —DNA

UNRWA is not evacuating: the agency will maintain a presence in Rafah  
as long as possible and will continue providing lifesaving aid to people

Federal Minister for Communications, Privatization & Board of Investment, Abdul Aleem Khan inspecting land slide in Skardu on May 6, 2024.
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Government 
mulls increasing 
retirement age

“Service structure will be 
changed over a period of time 
to reduce its [pension liability] 
burden,” says finance minister

DNA
ISLAMABAD: In a bid to reduce pension payments, Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb has revealed that 
the government is considering raising the upper age limit 
for retirement across the board ahead of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) mission’s visit to the country.
Addressing a joint press conference flanked by Law Min-
ister AzamNazeerTarar and Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting AttaullahTarar in Islamabad on Tuesday, Au-
rangzeb said: “Service structure will be changed over a pe-

riod of time to reduce its [pension 
liability] burden.” The IMF team 
is expected to visit Pakistan this 
month during which the contours 
of a larger and longer programme 
will be discussed, the finance czar 
added. He further said that their 
focus is to ensure macroeconomic 
stability and structural reforms.
Last month, cash-strapped Pakistan 
made a formal request to the IMF 

for seeking the next bailout package in the range of $6 to $8 
billion under Extended Fund Facility (EFF) with the possi-
bility of augmentation through climate financing, The News 
reported. The government made the request as the country 
completed a short-term $3 billion programme in April. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Aurangzeb said that the confidence of in-
vestors is increasing Pakistan as a result of its march towards 
stability. He said: “The visit of the Saudi delegation remained 
very successful. The Saudi delegation evinced confidence in 
Pakistan’s economy.” The country is heading in the right di-
rection, the minister said adding that agriculture is witness-
ing growth of 5% on the back of bumper crops. He said the 
foreign exchange reserves have exceeded $9 billion dollars 
while inflation has reduced from 38% to 17% and it is grad-
ually coming down. The finance minister emphasised 
the need to enhance the tax-to-GDP ratio to 13 to 14%. 
He said reforms in the energy sector will be carried out 
and losses of state-owned enterprises will be reduced. 

KIEV: The Ukrainian security service (SBU) says it has foiled a Russian 
plot to assassinate President VolodymyrZelensky and other high-ranking 
Ukrainian officials. Two Ukrainian government protection unit colonels 
have been arrested. The SBU said they were part of a network of agents 
belonging to the Russian state security service (FSB). They had reportedly 
been searching for willing “executors” among MrZelensky’s bodyguards to 
kidnap and kill him. Ever since Russian paratroopers attempted to land in 
Kyiv and assassinate President Zelensky in the early hours and days of the 
full-scale invasion, plots to assassinate him have been commonplace. The 
Ukrainian leader said at the start of the invasion he was Russia’s “num-
ber one target”. But this alleged plot stands out from the rest. It involves 
serving colonels, whose job it was to keep officials and institutions safe, 
allegedly hired as moles. Other targets included military intelligence head 
KyryloBudanov and SBU chief VasylMalyuk, the agency added.
The group had reportedly planned to kill MrBudanov before Orthodox 
Easter, which this year fell on 5 May. According to the SBU, the plotters 
had aimed to use a mole to get information about his location, which they 
would then have attacked with rockets and drones. One of the officers who 
was later arrested had already bought drones and anti-personnel mines, 
the SBU said. SBU head VasylMalyuk said the attack was supposed to be 
“a gift to Putin before the inauguration” - referring to Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin who was sworn in for a fifth term as president at the Kremlin on 
Tuesday. The operation turned into a failure of the Russian special ser-
vices, MrMalyuk said. “But we must not forget - the enemy is strong and 
experienced, he cannot be underestimated,” he added. The two Ukrainian 
officials are being held on suspicion of treason and of preparing a terrorist 
act. The SBU said three FSB employees oversaw the organisation and 
the attack. One of them, named as DmytroPerlin, had been recruiting 
“moles” since before Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022. Another FSB employee, Oleksiy Kornev, reportedly held 
“conspiratorial” meetings “in neighbouring European states” before 
the invasion with one of the Ukrainian colonels arrested. – Agencies

Russian plot to kill Zelensky foiled, Kyiv says
According to the SBU, the plotters had aimed to use a mole to get information 

about his location, which they would then have attacked with rockets and drones

Briefs
PTI founder 
declines to 

meet Marwat
Adil Shaheen

RAWALPINDI: The PTI 
founder declined to meet 
Sher Afzal Marwat, as 
his name was not includ-
ed in the list of sched-
uled meetings provided 
by the founder himself. 
Tuesday’s list of meetings 
was provided by the PTI 
founder, who is current-
ly incarcerated in Adiala 
Jail. It’s worth mention-
ing that a prearranged 
list is provided in advance 
for meetings with the PTI 
founder in jail.  

Naqvi, Bugti 
discusses 

law and order 
situation
Staff Report

Quetta: Federal Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi vis-
ited Quetta today and met 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti at 
Chief Minister House. Sar-
frazBugti welcomed the  In-
terior Minister on his arrival 
at Chief Minister House.
During the meeting, issues 
of mutual interest, law and 
order situation in the prov-
ince and other important is-
sues were discussed. Interior 
Minister assured all possible 
cooperation to improve the 
law and order situation in 
Balochistan and said that all 
kinds of resources are availa-
ble for Balochistan province. 
Balochistan has a very im-
portant role in development 
of the country, he said. He 
added that I am always avail-
able for the welfare of my 
brothers from Balochistan. 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti thanked 
Interior Minister Mohsin Naq-
vi for his cooperation towards 
public order in the province. 
CM Balochistan said that 
all resources are being used 
for peace and order in the 
province. Balochistan Home 
Minister ZiaullahLangove and 
Federal Interior Secretary 
Khurram Ali Agha were also 
present on the occasion.

Several key 
positions in 
PPP remain 

unfilled
DNA

LAHORE: Several key po-
sitions within the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) remain 
unfilled, with no immediate 
chances of being filled. 
Asif Ali Zardari’s assumption 
of the presidency of the coun-
try left the position of PPP 
(Parliamentarians) chairman 
vacant. Also, Faisal Karim 
Kundi’s appointment as KP 
governor created a vacancy 
for the party’s central infor-
mation secretary.  Sardar 
Salim Haider’s nomination as 
Punjab governor means the 
party will have new Rawal-
pindi division president.  It’s 
anticipated that Raja Pervez 
Ashraf will replace Yousuf 
Raza Gilani as senior vice 
chairman, and Nadeem Afzal 
Chan is poised to take over as 
central information secretary. 

Another IHC 
judge seeks 

contempt 
proceedings 

Justice Mohsin 
Akhtar Kayani 
writes letter to 

Islamabad High 
Court chief justice 
requesting action

Court Reporter 
ISLAMABAD: Following Jus-
tice Babar Sattar’s request, 
Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani has also written a 
letter to the Islamabad High 
Court chief justice request-
ing initiation of contempt 
proceedings over a mali-
cious smear campaign being 
run against him on social 
media.  According to sourc-
es, Justice Kayani has for-
warded his request to IHC 
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq. 
Sources say a bench is like-
ly to be constituted based 
on the requests made by 
Justice Babar Sattar and 
Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani in response to the 
slur campaigns launched 
against them on social me-
dia platforms.  On Monday, 
Justice Babar Sattar wrote 
a letter to the IHC chief 
justice to launch contempt 
proceedings against those 
who breached his and his 
family’s privacy by sharing 
details, including their US 
residence permits, online. 
Sattar pointed out that iden-
tity cards and permanent 
residency cards of his fam-
ily members were uploaded 
on social media.  Earlier 
on Sunday, the IHC public 
relations office issued a 
statement in response to 
the social media campaign, 
calling it “malicious and 
contemptuous”. 

Modi votes 
as election 
heats up

Ahmedabad: Hindu na-
tionalist Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi cast his 
ballot Tuesday in India’s 
ongoing general election 
after giving several inflam-
matory campaign speeches 
accused of targeting minor-
ity Muslims. Turnout so far 
has dropped significantly 
compared with the last na-
tional poll in 2019, with an-
alysts blaming widespread 
expectations that Modi 
will easily win a third term 
and hotter-than-average 
temperatures heading into 
the summer. Modi walked 
out of a polling booth early 
morning in the city of Ah-
medabad while holding up 
a finger marked with indel-
ible ink, flanked by security 
personnel and cheered by 
supporters. – Agencies

Philippines envoy emphasizes 
Pakistan-ASEAN cooperation
ISSI holds second round of dialogue with ASEAN Committee in Islamabad

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) held the second 
round of dialogue with ASEAN Committee 
in Islamabad (ACI) comprising heads of 
missions of ASEAN member states here on 
Tuesday. The ASEAN delegation was led by 
the current ACI Chair, Ambassador Maria 
Agnes M. Cervantes, Ambassador of the 
Philippines to Pakistan. Ambassador So-
hail Mahmood, Director General ISSI, 
led the ISSI side, a news release said.
In his opening remarks, Ambassador Sohail 

Mahmood highlighted the special signifi-
cance Pakistan attaches to ASEAN as part 
of its “Vision East Asia.” While noting ASE-
AN’s standing as a global economic power-
house and a successful model of regional 
cooperation, he underlined Pakistan’s 
growing engagement with ASEAN member 
states, both bilaterally and on the institu-
tional plane. Among other things, he noted 
that the two-way trade volume between Pa-
kistan and ASEAN had reached $ 11.8 bil-
lion, highlighting the potential for further 
growth with the $3 trillion economy of the 
region. Tracing the history of Pakistan’s 
Sectoral Dialogue with ASEAN he empha-

sized the efforts being made for its eleva-
tion to Full Dialogue Partnership status.
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood also high-
lighted the initiatives taken by the ISSI 
for promoting Pakistan-ASEAN relations, 
which include establishing a first-of-its-kind 
“ASEAN Corner” in the ISSI Library last 
year. For the future, the Institute plans to 
organize activities that help raise aware-
ness about ASEAN and its global signifi-
cance, strengthen mutual trade ties and 
economic collaboration, and promote ac-
ademic and research linkages as part of 
people-to-people contacts.
Earlier, DrTalatShabbir, Director, China 

Pakistan Study Centre ISSI stated that 
Pakistan and ASEAN share a longstanding 
and robust relationship. Pakistan’s stra-
tegic location as a bridge between South 
Asia and the Middle East complements 
ASEAN’s focus on trade and connectivity. 
Furthermore, the collaboration between 
Pakistan and ASEAN extends to diverse ar-
eas including agriculture, education, coun-
terterrorism and development. Philippines 
Ambassador Maria Cervantes emphasized 
that the cooperation between Pakistan and 
ASEAN is important. She acknowledged 
the importance Pakistan attaches to Full 
Dialogue Partnership with ASEAN and as-
sured support in Pakistan’s efforts as well 
as those of the ISSI in this regard.
During the wide-ranging discussion on 
agenda points, it was agreed that deepen-
ing Pakistan-ASEAN cooperation across di-
verse domains — political and security, eco-
nomic, and socio-cultural — was the most 
desirable pathway. It was further agreed to 
focus on special publications, promote ex-
changes between respective business com-
munities, and strengthen links between 
think-tanks on both sides.
The other members of the ASEAN delegation 
included Ambassador Nguyen Tien Phong, Am-
bassador of Vietnam; Mr. Aung KyawThuya, 
Charge d’ Affaires of Myanmar; Mr. Rah-
matHindiartaKusuma, Charge d’ Affaires of 
Indonesia; Mr. MohdSyafikHassbullah, Charge 
d’ Affaires of Malaysia; Mr. KhairurrijalHazim, 
Charge d’ Affaires of Brunei Darrusalam; and 
Ms. Gob Kamola, Charge d’ Affaires of Thai-
land. Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chair-
man Board of Governors ISSI, delivered 
concluding remarks at dialogue.
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Putin starts new 
six-year term 

Web Desk

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said it was up the West to choose between 
confrontation and cooperation as he was 
sworn in for a new six-year term on Tuesday 
at a Kremlin ceremony that was boycotted by 
the United States and many of its allies. More 
than two years into the war in Ukraine, Putin 
said he wanted to “bow” before Russia’s sol-

diers there and declared in his inauguration speech that his land-
slide re-election in March was proof the country was united and on 
the right track. “You, citizens of Russia, have confirmed the correct-
ness of the country’s course. This is of great importance right now, 
when we are faced with serious challenges,” he told dignitaries in 
a gilded Kremlin hall where a trumpet fanfare sounded to greet his 
arrival. “I see in this a deep understanding of our common histori-
cal goals, a determination to adamantly defend our choice, our val-
ues, freedom and the national interests of Russia.” At 71, Putin 
dominates the domestic political landscape. Leading opposition 
figures are in prison or exile, and his best known critic, Alexei 
Navalny, died suddenly in an Arctic penal colony in February. 
YuliaNavalnaya, the late dissident’s wife, urged supporters in a 
video on Tuesday to keep up the struggle against Putin.

Taliban say order restored after 
Afghan opium poppy protests

International research firm Alcis released research based on satellite data last 
year showing there had been a drastic reduction of opium production in most 

provinces between 2022 and 2023, often by more than 90 per cent

Foreign Desk

KABUL: The Afghan Taliban said on Tuesday they have 
quelled protests in a northern province over security forc-
es’ attempts to eradicate opium poppy cultivation which 
generates income for many impoverished farmers. Taliban 
authorities were holding meetings in Badakhshan, spokes-
man ZabihullahMujahid said in a Whatsapp message, after 
several days of protests, in which two people were killed.
Mujahid said in a separate statement that a delegation 
from Kabul, led by the defence chief of staff, would this 
week travel to Badakhshan to investigate, a rare official 
acknowledgement of civil disturbance since the Taliban 
returned to power in 2021. Since then, they have vowed 
to restore control over the entire war-torn nation and have 
at times forcefully broken up protests in urban areas, es-
pecially against decisions that restrict women from educa-

tion and many workplaces. “The Badakhshan issue can be 
solved,” Mujahid said. “Two of our countrymen lost their 
lives during the clashes, their rights will be observed,” he 
said, adding that authorities would meet with relatives and 
make a decision over compensation for their deaths.
International research firm Alcis released research based 
on satellite data last year showing there had been a drastic 
reduction of opium production in most provinces between 
2022 and 2023, often by more than 90 per cent.
However it noted that in Badakhshan, the amount of land used 
for poppy cultivation had grown. Mujahid did not elaborate 
on the cause of the deaths. Local broadcaster Tolo reported 
that the two had been killed as the protests became violent 
and security forces opened fire late last week. Zabihullah 
Amiri, head of the Taliban-run provincial government’s me-
dia department, said that an official delegation from the 
provincial capital had travelled to the two districts to hold 
meetings and that the areas were now “under control”.

PM Shehbaz 
talks to UAE 

president  
on phone

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister of Pakistan Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif held a telephone conversation 
with His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) this evening.
The Prime Minister conveyed heartfelt condolences 
to the UAE President on the sad demise of his be-
loved uncle His Highness Sheikh Tahnoun bin Mo-
hamed Al Nahyan and prayed for eternal peace of 
the departed soul as well as patience for the Royal 
Family to bear this irreparable loss.
The Prime Minister said that the people of Pakistan have 
always held the UAE Royal Family in high esteem and 
respect, particularly lauding the leadership of the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, founder of the UAE, 
who was a great friend of Pakistan. The UAE President 
thanked the Prime Minister for the telephone call. Both 
leaders reaffirmed their resolve to enhance bilateral ties 
between the two brotherly countries. They also agreed 
to meet soon at a mutually convenient date.


