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Gaza ceasefire talks
stalled due to Rafah

Detailed News On Page-08

Dar calls for
elevating Pak-

Kirsten to join
team before
England tour

Detailed News On Page-06

J. Sattar writes letter to IHC C]J

‘I was threatened
to back off in
audio leaks case’

Earlier this month IHC’s Justice Babar Sattar hinted
at issuing contempt of court notice to DG IB

Court REPORTER /DNA

ISLAMABAD: Justice Babar Sattar
has formally informed Islamabad High
Court (IHC) Chief Justice Aamer Fa-
rooq about the “meddling” by the secu-
rity establishment in judicial affairs, re-
vealed well-placed sources on Tuesday.
In a “letter” to IHC CJ Farooq, Justice
Sattar said that he was delivered mes-
sages on behalf of top officials in the
security establishment asking him to
“back-off” from extensive scrutiny of
the existence and mode of surveillance
in the audio leak case. Justice Sattar
reported the “incident of meddling” in
line with the IHC’s recommendations
to deter meddling. In compliance with
the Supreme Court’s April 3 order, the
IHC judges, in a unanimous stance,
proposed a “contempt proceeding”
against any meddling in judicial affairs.
It was also decided that the judges
would inform the inspection judge
about the alleged meddling and the
inspection judge would bring the mat-
ter to the knowledge of the chief jus-
tice of the high court concerned. “A
judge who will not report the alleged
meddling within seven days should
be considered guilty of misconduct.”
Giving details, Justice Sattar informed
the THC CJ that he did not pay any

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

ITHC reserves
verdict on
Imran’s
bail plea

A two-member bench,
comprising IHC CJ Aamer
Farooq, Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri,
reserved the verdict

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court Tuesday
reserved its verdict on Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan’s bail
petition in the £190 mil-
lion National Crime Agency
(NCA) settlement refer-
ence. A two-member bench,
comprising IHC C] Aamer
Farooq, Justice Tariq Me-
hmood Jahangiri, reserved
the verdict after the com-
pletion of arguments. Am-
jad Parvez, the National
Accountability Bureau'’s
special prosecutor, when
presenting his arguments
said that the money should
have come to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan.

JI to hold
Gaza march

on May 19

Says party’s future
course of action
to be announced

on May 19

Nazir SiyAL

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami
chief Hafiz Naeemur Re-
hman stated on Tuesday
that everyone who has
violated the constitution,
be it a political party or
an institution, should ask
for forgiveness. During
a press conference here,
Naeem said that if every
department or individual
kept violating the consti-
tution, how the country
would run. Asked about
the rigging in 2024 gen-
eral elections, the JI chief
said that Anwaarul Haq
Kakar should be asked
about the election candi-
dates who won on the ba-
sis of Form 47.

Govt disputes
‘IHC judge’s letter’

Attorney Geneal says no official of spy
agencies tried to influence judges

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The federal government on Tuesday disputed the contents
of a leaked letter, purportedly penned by Islamabad High Court’s (IHC)
Justice Babar Sattar, alleging that security agencies used “intimidatory
tactics” in a case pertaining to audio leaks being heard by the high court.
Addressing a press conference in Islamabad on the matter, Attorney
General of Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor Awan, without naming Justice
Sattar, said the contents of the letter from an IHC judge to IHC Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq had surfaced, saying that it was an “internal com-
munication” of the court. “The contents of that letter are being reported
in such a way and the impression is being given as if there is interfer-
ence in the IHC and that a message was sent to that judge regarding a
specific case, or he understood it this way, or it was sent from such an
individual which it should have not.” The AGP said he felt it necessary to
provide an explanation on the matter, saying that the judge himself said
in the leaked snippet that he did not feel intimidated with the message,
“however he understood it”, to be an act of interference in the princi-
ples of justice. “His (the judge) reference in the letter was to the social
media campaign [against him]. But because this is a matter that is now
out in the media, I, as the AGP, felt it necessary to explain the matter

Continued on Page 06

State-owned entities disposal

PM unveils broader
privatisation plan

The premier said that the government’s job is
not to do business but to ensure a business
and investment friendly environment

MEenTtAB PirzaDA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will privatise all
state-owned enterprises, with the exception
of strategic entities, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif announced on Tuesday, broadening its
initial plans to take only loss-making state
firms private. The announcement came after
PM Shehbaz headed a meeting on the privati-
sation process of loss-making state enterpris-
es, according to a statement from his office.

PicTure oN PAGE 7

According to state-run Radio Pakistan, the
premier said that the government’s job is
not to do business but to ensure a business
and investment friendly environment. Addi-
tionally, he directed all federal ministries
to take necessary action in this regard and
cooperate with the Privatisation Commis-
sion, with the meeting being informed that

Continued on Page 06

PM’s timely decision
on AJK averted a
tragedy: Tarar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister of In-
formation and Broadcasting Attaul-
lah Tarar said on Tuesday that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s decision
to resolve the ongoing crisis in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir had averted a
tragedy. Addressing a press confer-
ence along with Federal Minister of
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Balochistan
Engineer Amir Mugam at the Parlia-
ment House, he said that the conspir-
acy of the inimical forces was foiled
who faced humiliation due to the

Continued on Page 06

The Australian High Commissioner briefed the
Finance Minister on the engagements of the Australian
Government with Agriculture Universities in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb was called on by Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan
H.E. Mr. Neil Hawkins in Islamabad. — DNA

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Australian High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan H.E Mr. Neil Hawkins,
called on Minister for Finance & Revenue
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, at the Fi-
nance Division today, to discuss bilateral
matters and to strengthen the longstand-
ing relations between Pakistan and Aus-
tralia. The Finance Minister welcomed

the Australian High Commissioner and
underscored the long-standing mutual rela-
tions between Australia and Pakistan. Mr.
Neil Hawkins extended his felicitations to
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb on his ap-
pointment as the Finance Minister. The
Minister highlighted that Pakistan greatly
values the relation with Australian Govern-
ment and emphasized on the need to work

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-

o [y gy

e

WL R

Islam Moulana Abdul Ghaffoor Haideri

calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. - DNA

NAB amendment case

SC allows Imran

to appear via video-
link on May 16

Five-member bench led by CJP Isa hears
federal govt’s intra-court appeal on
verdict against NAB amendments

[HC stops

govil irom

blocking
SIMS

IHC CJ Aamer
Farooq issues stay
order till May 27
against govt move
to block SIMs

MEenTAB P1rRZADA

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Tuesday stopped the gov-
ernment from blocking the
SIMs of nondilers. IHC
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
issued a stay order till May
27 as the court took up the
petition today filed by a mo-
bile phone company chal-
lenging the government’s
decision to block sims of
nonfilers. The develop-
ment came days after the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) and telecom opera-
tors agreed on blocking of

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan
beat Ireland
In series
decider

Babar and Rizwan
dominated the Ireland
bowling attack as both

scored half-centuries

SpPorTS DESK

DUBLIN: Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan'’s
swashbuckling  half-centu-
ries after Shaheen Shah
Afridi’s splendid bowling
figures of 3/14 powered
Pakistan to a resounding
victory over Ireland in a
three-match series’ decider
on Tuesday. Set to chase
179, Pakistan comfortably
knocked the winning runs
for the loss of four wickets
and 18 balls to spare, cour-
tesy of a match-winning
second-wicket partnership

Continued on Page 06

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan Tuesday ordered the governments
in Centre and Punjab to arrange video-link
facility for incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan to al-
low him to present his arguments in the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
amendment case. “The PTI founder can
present his arguments in the upcoming
hearing via video link if he wishes to do so
[...] arrangements should be made for pres-
entation of arguments via video link,” Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
said. The CJP’s remarks during the hear-
ing of the federal government’s intra-court
appeal filed against the apex court’s
2023 verdict that annulled some of the

Continued on Page 06

Omar Ayub said Asif used
indecent language and unethical
words while talking about his
grandfather and his family

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Asad Qaiser said on Tues-
day his party would not accept rude
and arrogant behaviour of anyone.
The National Assembly session start-
ed with Speaker Ayaz Sadiq in chair.

Continued on Page 06

Pakistanis own property
worth $11bn in Dubai

Report based on data that provides detailed overview
of hundreds of thousands of properties in Dubai

MonNITORING DESK

ISLAMABAD: A global collaborative
investigative journalism project has re-
vealed the ownership of properties of the
global elite in Dubai. The list includes
political figures, globally sanctioned in-
dividuals, alleged money launderers and
criminals. Pakistanis have also been iden-
tified on the list and their combined value
has been estimated at around $11 billion.
The project — ‘Dubai Unlocked’ — is based
on data that provides a detailed overview
of hundreds of thousands of properties in
Dubai and information about their owner-
ship or usage, largely from 2020 and 2022.
Properties purchased in the name of com-
panies and those that are in commercial

areas are not part of this analysis.

The data was obtained by the Centre for
Advanced Defence Studies (C4ADS), a
non-profit organisation based in Washing-
ton, DC. It was then shared with Norwe-
gian financial outlet E24 and the Organ-
ised Crime and Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP), which coordinated a six-
month investigative project with reporters
from 74 media outlets in 58 countries,
uncovering scores of convicted criminals,
fugitives, and political figures who have
recently owned at least one piece of real
estate in Dubai. The News and Dawn were
partners from Pakistan. Among the Pa-
kistanis listed in the Property Leaks are
President Asif Ali Zardari’s three children,

Continued on Page 07
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Business community
is ready to help the
ovt: Atif Ikram

The country’s economy can be improved only through investment

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Federation
of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Atif Ikram Sheikh has
said that Business Community is
ready to help the government in
taking domestic exports to 100 bil-
lion dollars. The solution to energy
problems in Pakistan is necessary
now and must be a business-friend-
ly environment because Without a
business-friendly environment, it
will not be possible to take exports
to 100 billion dollars by 2030. We
demand that incentives should be
given to the export industry in the

budget of the new financial year.
Federation President Atif Ikram
Sheikh said that the Saudi busi-
ness delegation’s visit to Pakistan
has been very positive. Investors
from other countries,
Saudi Arabia, should be invited. In
the joint coordination committee
meeting with China, the discus-
sion on economic zones should be
taken forward. If industries are
set up in economic zones, employ-
ment opportunities will be created
in the country. The government’s
initiatives to attract foreign invest-
ment in Pakistan are commenda-
ble. The country’s economy can be
improved only through investment.

including

KP Govt to secure
masses’ rights

MULTAN: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Faisal Karim Kundi Tuesday reaffirmed his commitment to safeguarding the rights
of the masses through collaborative efforts with the KP government. The Governor extended an open invitation to all political parties,
stating that the doors of the Governor House KP were accessible to workers from across the political spectrum. In “Meet the Press”
programme at local press, Governor KP said “I assure the people of KP that I will spare no effort to ensure their rights are protected,”
reiterated Governor Kundi, underlining his intention to prevent the masses from enduring hardships stemming from political discord
with the KP govt. Responding issue of law and order in KP, Governor Kundi highlighted the resource constraints faced by the KP
police, pointing out disparities in salaries compared to their counterparts in other provinces. He expressed determination to secure
maximum support from the federal govt to address problems. In response to queries regarding political difference with CM KP, Gov-
ernor Kundi emphasized his primary focus on forging coordination and collaboration with the provincial govt for the welfare of KP’s
masses. He extended a goodwill gesture to the Chief Minister of KP, inviting him to the Governor’s office to prioritize the uplift the
province, and setting aside political differences. Acknowledging his political mentors, Shaheed Benazir Bhutto and Asif Ali Zardari, Governor
Kundi expressed his respect for politicians and showed readiness to engage in dialogue with CM KP for the betterment of KP—APP
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Reforms urged 1n cigarettes
manufacturing sector

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Researchers
have stated that reforms in
cigarettes  manufacturing
sector having minimum
contribution of the econo-
my of the country is need
of the hour. They support-
ed International Monitory
Fund’s (IMF) emphasizing
on the need to limit tax
incentives to cases where
their economic benefits,
such as employment gener-
ation and value addition to
the economy, outweigh the
costs to the budget. This
was a meaningful proposal
as Pakistan seeks a new
bailout package ranging
from $6 to $8 billion under
the Extended Fund Facili-
ty (EFF). Capital Calling,
an Islamabad-based think
tank, has pointed out that
cigarette manufacturing
was one of the messiest
sectors where tax reforms

are needed at the earliest.
Speaking at discussion by
a group of researchers,
Dr Hassan Shehzad, from
International Islamic Uni-
versity Islamabad (IIUI),
commented that cigarette
manufacturing  industry’s
contribution to employ-
ment generation or value
addition to the economy
was negligible.  On the
other hand, it accounts for
“over 163,600 people each
year in Pakistan. Almost
31,000 of these deaths are
due to exposure to sec-
ond-hand smoke. Tobacco
causes about 16.0% of all
male deaths and 4.9% of fe-
male deaths. Overall, 10.9%
of all deaths are caused by
tobacco.” Dr Muhammad
Zaman, head of Zaman
Research Centre (ZRC),
Quaid-i-Azam University
(QAU), said that there was
evidence that consumption
of tobacco declines when
its price increases as it

goes out of the reach of
many users. “Higher taxes
on tobacco could reduce
consumption in South Asia
by at least one-third and
avoid 35-45 million prema-
ture deaths, concludes an
analysis published today in
The British Medical Jour-
nal,” said Dr Zaman, quot-
ing a research report. He
said that IMF recommen-
dations for uniformed tax
on cigarettes, regardless
of their local or foreign
brands, was praiseworthy
and should be implement-
ed forthwith. He said that
cigarette companies have
been trying to build media
narrative against higher
taxes on Tobacco, which
was amusing as cigarettes
prices were the lowest in
Pakistan comparing it to
our region. Dr Zaman
said, “The point is that no
amount of verbatim can
change the fact that ciga-
rette is injurious to health.
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ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner Jane Marriott in meeting with
Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.— DNA

Azerbaijan envoy for
Increasing import, exports

Upon his arrival the former governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ghulam Ali and group leader Malik
Maher Elahi welcomed the delegation
and discussed bilateral trade

DNA

ISLAMABAD: British
High Commissioner calls
on Chairman Bilawal at
Zardari House, Islamabad
Islamabad, 14 May 2024:
Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party, Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari and British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott
met at the Zardari House,
Islamabad today. Chairman
Bilawal and British High
Commissioner Jane Marri-
ott held talks on the promo-
tion of bilateral and socioec-
onomic relations.

Petrol pumps

warned

DERA ISMAIL KHAN, :As-
sistant Commissioner Mu-
hammad Faseeh Ishaq Ab-
basi Tuesday visited petrol
pumps at Multan Road and
checked gauge and rates of the
fuel. According to the district
administration,  inspections
were being carried out in line
with directives of the provin-
cial government to extend
relief to citizens by ensuring
commodities at officially pre-
scribed rates. The owners
of the filling stations were
directed to ensure availabili-
ty of all required documents
of their business besides
implementing the prices of
petroleum products which
have been notified by the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Au-
thority(OGRA). He warned
management of those pumps
against tampering with scale
for provision of fuel and over-
charging. The AC said that
legal action would be taken
against those found involved
in malpractices. —APP

Lawmakers call of setting
aside political differences

ISLAMABAD: The lawmakers in the National Assembly on Tuesday called of setting aside political differences and
taking steps towards welfare, development, and progress of the country. Speaking in the National Assembly, Pakistan
Peoples Party’s Sharmila Farooqi said that Asif Ali Zardari was the only civilian who had been elected president twice. She
urged political parties to bury politics of hate and confrontation, focusing instead on the welfare of the masses and the uplift
of the nation. She said that it was the responsibility of elected representatives to demonstrate unity and address the issues
affecting the people. Ali Muhammad Khan, leader of the Sunni Ittehad Council, said his party not against the dialogue. He
said, that political parties must prioritize decisions that promote the country’s development. He called for political leadership
to set aside differences and focus on resolving the public’s issues promptly. Farooq Sattar from the Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan questioned governance in Sindh province, urging the provincial government to take measures to improve law
and order in Karachi. He requested the prime minister’s attention towards development initiatives and the establishment
of a modern transport system. The lawmaker advocated for the implementation of universal education programs and the
improvement of the healthcare system in the province, urging political parties to unite in their efforts for the country’s wel-
fare. Pakistan Peoples Party Leader, Abdul Qadir Patel praised President Asif Ali Zardari’s recent address to the joint sitting
of parliament, describing it as a beacon of light capable of resolving the country’s challenges. He expressed disappointment
at opposition claims that the address was merely “copy and paste,” asserting that it comprehensively covered critical issues
such as relations with neighboring countries, the Kashmir and Palestine disputes, continuity of democracy, unemployment,
inflation, reconciliation, rule of law, and the supremacy of Parliament. Qadir Patel highlighted President Zardari’s resilience,
noting his 14 years of imprisonment without conviction and his dignified approach toward the opposition without resorting
to indecent language. He recalled Asif Ali Zardari’s slogan of “Pakistan Khapay” after the tragic death of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto to counter anti-state elements. Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz Legislator Hanif Abbasi held Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) responsible for the riots that occurred on May 9 last year, calling for strict action against the perpetrators. —-DNA

Biased media representation
fuels anti-Muslim sentiments

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Anti-Mus-
lim prejudice in the West
is largely fueled by biased
media portrayal and ste-
reotypical representation,
reinforcing negative per
ceptions. Additionally, po-
litical institutions exploit
and amplify these preju-
dices for their own gain,
further deepening discrim-
inatory  attitudes. This
was observed by Dr Abdul
Samad, assistant director
of the Muslim Philanthropy
Initiative at Indiana Uni-
versity Lilly Family School
of Philanthropy, who deliv-
ered a lecture on ‘US Mus-
lims, Their Philanthropic
Contributions, and Impact
of Islamophobia’ at the
Institute of Policy Studies
(IPS). The session was

joined by Khalid Rahman,
chairman IPS, and moder-
ated by Abdullah Adnan,
research fellow IPS. De-
spite comprising only 1.1%
of the total population in
the US, American Muslims
make significant philan-
thropic contributions. He
noted that Muslims in the
US face socio-economic
challenges but still donate

approximately $4.3 billion

annually, demonstrating
their commitment to char-
itable causes, including for
places of worship, overseas
relief, civil rights, domestic
relief, Covid-19, and other
avenues. He further under
scored the diversity of the
Muslim community and the
challenges they face due
to anti-Muslim sentiments

and Islamophobia. Draw-
ing from insights shared by
scholar and author Khaled
Beydoun, he elaborated
on the various dimensions
through which Islamopho-
bia is manifested, spanning
institutional, community,
and private spheres. At the
institutional level, Dr Sam-
ad highlighted the impact of
anti-Muslim legislation and
policies, which perpetuate
systemic discrimination
against American Muslims.
He also pointed out the bi-
ased media portrayals and
anti-Muslim rhetoric from po-
litical figures as the major con-
tributing factors to a hostile
climate for Muslims in the
country. Furthermore, he
shed light on the challenges
faced by Muslims at the com-
munity level, including the
alarming rise of anti-Muslim
hate groups.

PESHAWAR: Ambassador
of Azerbaijan to Pakistan
Khazar Farhadov along with
his spouse on Tuesday vis-
ited Peshawar Chamber of
Small Traders and Small
Industry (PCST&I) and in-
augurated the new building
of the chamber. Upon his
arrival the former gover-
nor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Ghulam Ali and group lead-
er Malik Maher Elahi wel-
comed the delegation and
discussed bilateral trade.
Speaking on the occasion

the ambassador said that
very soon informative vis-
its would be arranged for
business communities of
the two countries, adding
that this was the best time
to increase and promote
import and export between
the two-country. He said
that a business expo would
be arranged in Azerbaijan in
November this year where
the Pakistani businessmen
could explore the potential of
investment and trade.

Khazar Farhadov said that

Azerbaijan had made visa
acquisition very easy for
Pakistanis because the
government and people of
Azerbaijan give special love
and respect to the people of
Pakistan. On the occasion,
the former KP governor Ghu-
lam Ali expressed gratitude
to the business community of
Azerbaijan for their love and
support and said that indeed
the exchange of business del-
egation between the two coun-
tries would strengthen the
bilateral ties.—APP

KP NAT 2023 Results: Girls
outperform boys in all grades

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Elementary and
Secondary Education De-
partment and Pakistan In-
stitute of Education (PIE)
have announced the results
of the National Achieve-
ment Test (NAT) 2023 on
Tuesday here, which includ-
ed an assessment of Eng-
lish, Urdu, Mathematics,
and Science subjects for
class IV and VIII students
of KP, including the merged
districts.  Girls  outper-
formed boys in all grades,
and the performance of KP
rural students remained
stable compared to urban
students. A ceremony to
release the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa NAT 2023 results
was held here on Tuesday.
Secretary, Elementary &
Secondary Education Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Masood

Ahmad, Director General of
Pakistan Institute of Educa-
tion Dr. Muhammad Shahid
Soroya, officers of the Pro-
vincial Education Depart-
ment, officials of the Edu-
cation Boards, and a large
number of partners and me-
dia representatives involved
in the preparation of the re-
sults were present. Secretary
Education, Masood Ahmad
said that collaboration within
education departments, PIE,
and Federal Ministry is key
to fostering a positive educa-
tional environment that em-
powers future generations.
By working together with our
dedicated teachers, we can
instill integrity and a passion
for learning in our students.
This investment in their ed-
ucation will yield long-term
benefits, eliminating the
need for external measures

in the future.

In his opening remarks, Di-
rector General of Pakistan
Institute of Education Dr.
Muhammad Shahid Soroya
said “The success of the
NAT in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa is a testament to the
power of collaboration the
Directorate of Curriculum
and Teacher Education.
From initial development
to analysis, this valuable
assessment owes much
to the dedication of all in-
volved.” This collaborative
spirit allows us to identify
areas for improvement and
connect with policymakers
to ensure our education
system meets the needs of
students. Looking ahead,
the upcoming pilot NAT
this year provides another
opportunity for discussion
and refinement.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

May
May 03/Poland
National Day
May 06/Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06/UAE
Armed Forces Day

May 07/Kazakhstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08/Czech
Republic
National Day

May 09/European
Union
National Day

May 17/Norway
Constitution Day

May 21/Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/Yemen
Republic

Re-unification
Day(National Day )

May 24/Eritrea
National Day

May 25/Lebanon
Liberation and
Resistance Day

May 25/Argentina
National Day

May 25/Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 /Azerbaijan
Republic Day

May 28/Ethiopia
National Day

May 31/Brunei
Armed Forces Day
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Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance.1122
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ISLAMABAD: Youngsters stage a protest demonstration against the Israeli brutalities at D-Chowk in the Federal Capital.—Online

ICCI-RWU to collaborate for
industry-academia linkages

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
has always worked for the indus-
try and academia linkages and
would continue to do so in future
as well for the betterment of the
youth and for the economic well-
being of the country.

This has been stated by President
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari while addressing as chief
guest at the closing ceremony of
1st RWU- IDEA FEST-24, an in-

ter-Universities competition held
at Rawalpindi Women Universi-
ty on Tuesday.He emphasized
that entrepreneurs can play a
vital role in the development by
taking moderate amount of risk
that entrepreneurship has its im-
portance in corporate sector as
well as social sector. No doubt,
entrepreneurship is profit gener-
ating but yet responsible to give
back to the society, and develop
civic sense and character build-
ing characteristics. He lauded the
initiative of Vice Chancellor and
expressed the hope that it will go
a long way in preparing useful en-

trepreneurs for the country who
will not only be able to turn up
successful businesspersons to
earn their own livelihood honora-
bly but would also help the coun-
try for strengthening of its econo-
my. He added that ICCI would be
happy to share the award-winning
ideas with the business communi-
ty for giving them practical shape
for the promotion of export ori-
ented products. Dr. Anila Kamal,
Vice Chancellor Women Uni-
versity, in her keynote address,
encapsulating the essence of
the RWU-1: IDEA FEST-2024 by
emphasizing the pivotal role edu-

cation plays in reshaping societal
norms, said that the University is
focusing on the skill development
of the students to enable them to
become job providers instead of
job seekers after the completion
of their education. She said that
the basic cause of this compe-
tition was to motivate the stu-
dents for establishment of their
business and become successful
entrepreneurs.

She expressed her gratitude to
the ICCI for extending every
help to the University for the
Promotion of entrepreneur-
ship. Former President ICCI

and Secretary General United
Business Group Zafar Bakhta-
wari said that women empow-
erment is much needed for the
development of the country,
therefore they should come
forward and demonstrate their
skills and emerge as successful
businesspersons.President ICCI
along with Dr.Anila Kamal and
Zafar Bakhtawari also distrib-
uted cash prized, awards and
shields among the winners. On
this occasion ICCI executives Ch.
Magsood Tabish, Ch. Mohammad
Ali, Malik Nadeem and Zia Ch.
were also present.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) and Chief
Commissioner Islamabad
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa Tuesday said that the
new library will be con-
structed in the federal
capital as per the inter-
national standards, with
provision for e-library
as well. Muhammad Ali
said this while chairing a
meeting of the Islamabad
Development Working
Party which was attend-
ed by representatives
from various govern-
ment departments.The
meeting was attended by
officials from the Minis-
try of Interior, Planning
Commission, Pakistan
Environmental  Protec-
tion Agency (Pak-EPA),
CDA, Islamabad Police,
Local Government, Rural
Development, and other
organizations. During the
meeting, a total of 24 de-
velopment projects were
presented, comprising 17
projects from the Local
Government, four from
Islamabad Police, two
from the Agriculture De-
partment, and one from
the Libraries Depart-
ment. Ali directed that
all the projects should be
shifted to Geographic In-
formation System (GIS).
urthermore, the CDA
chief instructed that com-
mittees consisting of res-
idents should be formed
in the areas where the
development projects are
required. Muhammad Ali
directed that a thorough
environmental assessment
should be conducted for
all projects, and a compo-
nent of planting up to two
percent of trees should be
included in each project

Telecom regulator’s council

meeting on policy starts

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: 1st Meeting
of the South Asian Tele-
communication Regulators’
Council (SATRC) on Policy
Regulation and Services
commenced from today at a
local hotel in Islamabad. Or-
ganized by the Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity (APT) and
hosted by the Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA), this three-day inter-
national meeting convenes
regulatory experts and poli-
cymakers from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran,
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka. The
meeting started with an
inaugural event widely at-
tended by industry and gov-
ernment stakeholders. Mr.
Masanori Kondo, Secretary
General of the Asia-Pacific
Telecommunity (APT) in
his welcome address urged
the delegates to actively
engage in insightful discus-

sions and commended PTA
for organizing the work-
shop. Dr. Khawar Siddique
Khokar Member Compli-
ance & Enforcement PTA
who is also the chair of the
SATRC Working Group on
Policy, Regulation, and Ser-
vices (PRS) in his address,
outlined the meeting’s pri-
mary objective: fostering
the exchange of insights,
experiences, and best prac-
tices to address challenges,
explore opportunities, and
finalize initial steps on work
items. Chairman PTA, Maj.
General (R) Hafeez Ur Re-
hman in his inaugural note,
underscored the impor-
tance of regional collabora-
tion in addressing common
ICT challenges through di-
alogue and knowledge shar-
ing, he highlighted the im-
portance of learning from
each other’s experiences
to effectively introduce new
technologies and services
while safeguarding con-
sumer rights and nurturing
industry growth. Ms. Shaza

Fatima, Minister of State
for IT & Telecom who was
the chief guest at the inau-
gural ceremony outlined Pa-
kistan’s visionary initiative
of digitally empowered
country with the aim of
providing access to every
citizen across Pakistan.
She emphasized Paki-
stan’s vast potential as
a nation of 250 million,
predominantly youth and
how their useful partici-
pation can boost growth.
She stressed on onboard-
ing the 50% of total pop-
ulation which is female
and reiterated the Prime
Minister’s and the min-
istry of IT & Telecom’s
commitment to gender
inclusion. She lauded
Chairman PTA’s leader-
ship in bridging the dig-
ital gender gap, acknowl-
edging significant strides
in this area. The STARC
meeting serves as a vi-
tal platform for compre-
hending the dynamic ICT
landscape, initiating re-

search analysis, and set-
ting agendas for the next
two years. Over the next
two days, the meeting
will feature 10 sessions,
each dedicated to crucial
contemporary topics and
trends in regional tele-
communication sector.
The workshop’s first
day features four ses-
sions. The initial session
highlights insights from
APT’s GA-16 and MC-
47, focusing on SATRC
and beyond. The second
session address the reg-
ulatory challenges of new
technologies and smart
solutions for broadband.
The third session explores
maximizing the Universal
Service Obligation Fund for
digital inclusion. Lastly, the
workshop will discuss en-
hancing ICT E-Waste Man-
agement Regulations for
Sustainable Development,
emphasizing the need for
effective regulations and
strategies to ensure a
greener future.

China to provide unwavering
support for Pakistan’s reform

Statement of the Embassy

of Iran on Nakba Day

DNA

ISLAMABAD: May 14th
is the day of the Nakba and
the establishment of the
apartheid and occupying Zi-
onist regime supported by
the colonial conspiracy. It
reminds of the beginning of
a dark period of genocide,
massacre, displacement, oc-
cupation and desecration of
the holy land of Al-Quds by
the Zionist regime. It is the
beginning of 76 years of oc-
cupation of Palestinian land

and the blatant violation of
human rights and the right
to self-determination. The
Zionist regime, disregarding
all human values and norms
and contrary to the values of
human rights, humanitarian
principles, international laws
and regulations and the United
Nations Charter, committed
the most heinous type of inter-
national crimes ever through-
out the history of mankind, in-
cluding War crimes, genocide
and crimes against humanity.
The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Islama-

bad, while condemning the
brutal massacre of more than
thirtyfive thousand innocent
people, including defenseless
and innocent children, men
and women, wounding of sev-
entyfive thousand people,
the displacement of hundreds
of thousands of people in the
occupied Palestinian territo-
ries and the destruction of
buildings and infrastructures
by the Zionist regime, empha-
sizes that the international
criminal conviction of the
perpetrators of these crimes
should be held.

10 Minutes
Drive From
The Monal

agenda: Ambassador Zaidong

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China will provide
unwavering support for Pakistan’s
reform agenda, said Chinese Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong. In
an article, Ambassador Zaidong not-
ed Pakistan’s ongoing reforms and
the orderly formation of a new gov-
ernment, signaling renewed focus on
national development. He expressed
China’s readiness to work with Paki-
stan to implement important consen-
sus reached between their leadership.
It aimed at promoting integration of
CPEC’s “Five Corridors” and Paki-
stan’s “S5Es” framework, fostering
a closer China-Pakistan community
and opening a future of peace, de-
velopment, and win-win cooperation.
Chinese envoy explores future of Pa-
kistan-China strategic collaboration

Ambassador Jiang Zaidong unveils
vision for ‘new quality productive
forces’ and CPEC Phase Ambassa-
dor Jiang Zaidong elucidated on the
concept of “new quality productive
forces” and its implications for the
transformative collaboration between
China and Pakistan. According to Am-
bassador Zaidong, this concept, intro-

duced by Chinese President Xi Jinping
in September 2023, underscores the
fusion of innovation, technology, and
industry to drive sustainable devel-
opment and prosperity. At its core,
the vision recognises innovation as
the catalyst for progress in the 21st
century. President Xi Jinping’s ad-
vocacy for integrating scientific and
technological resources stresses
leveraging advancements in these
fields to enhance productivity and
spur the emergence of new indus-
tries and economic sectors. Ambas-
sador Zaidong stated, “New quality
productive forces are characterised
by innovation; the key lies in high
quality, the essence is advanced
productivity.” This approach aligns
with China’s pursuit of high-quali-
ty development, evident in its re-
silient economy, which surpassed
126 trillion yuan ($17.51 trillion)
in GDP in 2023, with a growth rate
of 5.2%, ranking among the world’s
major economies. Looking forward
to 2024, coinciding with the 75th
anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, Ambas-
sador Zaidong 8n his article outlined
China’s strategic focus. With a tar-
get GDP growth rate of around 5%,

the emphasis remains on modernis-
ing the industrial sector and advanc-
ing new quality productive forces.
China’s role as a global economic
powerhouse and agent of positive
change is underscored by Ambas-
sador Zaidong. The envisioned ad-
vancements not only bolster China’s
economy but also offer opportuni-
ties for international cooperation
and mutual prosperity, with Paki-
stan recognised as “our iron-clad
friend.” For Pakistan, this partner-
ship holds profound implications.
Ambassador Jiang underscored the
country’s strategic importance, de-
mographic dividend, and abundant
natural resources, highlighting its
potential for development. Aligning
Pakistan’s “5Es” framework with
China’s vision can unlock its full
potential and chart a path toward
self-reliance and sustainable growth.
Central to China-Pakistan collabora-
tion is the successful implementation of
CPEC Phase One, yielding dividends in
renewable energy, information technolo-
gy, and biotechnology. As CPEC enters
Phase Two, both nations are committed
to elevating the corridor, leveraging Pa-
kistan’s advantages for selfreliance and
sustainable growth.
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213
employees
of Kashmir

Council
transferred
to AJK regime

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs and Gilgit-Baltistan
Amir Maqam Tuesday said
that the timely decision of
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif has saved
from the major incident and
bloodshed in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK). The
minister also hailed the role
of President Asif Ali Zard-
ari in resolving the issue
of Kashmiris. Addressing a
press conference, he said
that as per the demands of
the Kashmiris 36 vehicles
and 213 employees of the
Kashmir council have been
transferred to the Kashmir
government and all pending
issues of the government of
Azad Jammu Kashmir would
be resolved on a priority ba-
sis. Amir Magam said that
the Kashmir Council fund
of Rs 7.6 billion had been
transferred to the Kash-
mir government and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ap-
proved the Rs 23 billion for
the subsidiary on flour and
electricity signed a proper
agreement and issued the
notification of new rates
of flour and power tariff.
Some elements were very
actively highlighting and
propagating on the recent
protest but all characters
badly failed in their nefari-
ous acts. The minister said
that the demand of Kash-
miris about the charges
on water resources of the
valley would be addressed
within 30 days. He said
that a financial assistance
package would be provided
to the families of all martyr-
dom.—APP

PHA to sell
15 shops

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Housing Authority
(PHA) Foundation will sell
15 shops through a public
auction located at its Res-
idencia project I-16/3 on
May 22. According to sourc-
es in the PHA, the auction
would commence at the
Islamabad Hotel Melody
while interested parties can
obtain broachers at the cost
of Rs 3,000 non-refundable.
Similarly, the bidders will
have to submit Rs 200,000
refundable for participat-
ing in the offer, adding the
amount will be refunded to
the unsuccessful bidders,
while it would be adjusted
against the payable amount
for the successful bidders.
The PHA employees includ-
ing its contractor would not
be able to participate in the
bidding. PHA Foundation is a
subordinate public company
of the Ministry of Housing
and Works mandated to pro-
vide low-cost housing units
to low- and middle-income
groups including the general
public and federal govern-
ment employees.—APP

Food deptt
removes DFC

DNA

PESHAWAR: The govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa removed District Food
Controller Malakand and
placed him closed to Di-
rectorate of Food while
suspended Assistant
Food Controller (AFC)
Dargai, district Malakand
over alleged corruption
in wheat procurement.
A notification of the food
department issued here
on Tuesday said that both
the officials have been di-
rected to report to the Di-
rectorate of Food, adding
that the action was taken
in the light of monitor-
ing reports and on public
complaints. The provin-
cial Food Minister Zahir
Shah Toru said that all
possible steps were be-
ing taken to ensure trans-
parency in the wheat
procurement process,
adding that Secret mon-
itoring committees had
been formed to monitor
the procurement process.
He said that CCTV camer-
as have also been installed
at all wheat procurement
centers to monitor the
procurement process and
warned that strict action
would be taken against
corrupt elements. He said
that the government was
committed to wipe out
corruption from the prov-
ince and urged citizens
and media to point out the
corruption and corrupt el-
ements.

PRCS chief Shahid discusses
humanitarian collaboration

Ambassador Bilal Ahmed commended the exemplary services rendered by the Red Crescent and
expressed appreciation for Chairman Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari’s leadership in advancing

humanitarian initiatives. He also affirmed the commitment to extend all pos

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan
Red Crescent Society (PRCS),
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari
held discussions with His Ex-
cellency Mr. Bilal Ahmed, the
Permanent Representative of Pa-
kistan to the United Nations in
Geneva, focusing on humanitari-
an collaboration and cooperation.
The meeting, which took place at
the Embassy of Pakistan in Ge-
neva, addressed various topics
including the services provided
by the Red Crescent, fostering
relationships with humanitari-
an organizations in Geneva, and
strategies to enhance humanitar-
ian efforts aimed at alleviating the
suffering of vulnerable communi-
ties in Pakistan.

During the meeting, Sardar Sha-
hid Ahmed Laghari provided an
overview to His Excellency Mr.
Bilal Ahmed regarding the Red
Crescent’s assistance to flood vic-
tims and its active participation
in the preparatory meetings for
the upcoming 34th International
Conference of the Red Cross Red
Crescent Movement in Geneva.
Chairman Laghari stressed the
significance of strengthening ties
with international humanitarian
organizations in Geneva to en-
sure continued support for ongo-

ing recovery programs benefiting

families affected by floods in Pa-
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kistan, despite facing resource
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PM has restored int’l
institutions’ confidence

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Dr Sha-
hid Rasheed Butt, said on
Tuesday that Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif has
successfully regained the
confidence of the lenders
and other international
institutions. He said that
under PM’s guidance, Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb would success-
fully negotiate a new con-
tract with the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, which
would positively impact
the economy. He observed
that the Finance Minister’s
resolve to sell state-owned

firms is commendable, as
it will help save trillions
of wasted rupees to keep
these companies artificial-
ly alive. Shahid Rasheed
Butt said in a statement
issued here today that the
country was saved from
bankruptcy by the Prime
Minister’s efforts, and now
the confidence of the in-
ternational institutions has
been restored. The country
also prioritizes investment
because it is the only way
to overcome its problems.
Shahid Rashid Butt said
that the previous govern-
ments only relied on tall
claims. Still, the present
administration is also seri-
ously improving the econ-
omy, the results of which
are coming to light. He

noted that inflation is com-
ing down, and people are
optimistic about better con-
ditions while the business
community is on the up-
swing. He said that the Fi-
nance Minister is sure that
the country cannot bear
the burden of failed state-
owned companies and that
it is better to sell them to
avoid the annual loss of
trillions of rupees. He said
that some elements always
oppose privatization for
their politics’ sake with-
out considering its eco-
nomic implications. They
are now trying to become
obstacles in the process of
selling SOEs. The finance
minister should stick to
his position and sell all
the loss-making govern-

ment companies without
caring about anyone be-
cause it is a matter of na-
tional security. There is
no such thing as strategic
state-owned companies,
according to the Finance
Minister, who feels that
the economy of Pakistan
can no longer take the load
of state-owned enterprises.
He believes that transferring
all state-owned enterprises,
regardless of their classifi-
cations to the private sector
is a very positive stance. He
said that the International
Monetary Fund and influ-
ential circles do not accept
any other economic concept
about state-owned firms;
therefore, privatization of
these enterprises is neces-
sary as soon as feasible.

g

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan Mr. Mitsuhiro WADA called on Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.—DNA

FBR should be granted full
autonomy to improve economy

He said that foreign investors’ confidence increased due to
government policies. The rupee’s value has stabilized, inflation
is decreasing, and the country’s economy is expected to improve
further in the coming days

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Murtaza
Mughal, President of Pa-
kistan Economy Watch
(PEW), said on Tuesday
that Pakistan’s economic
autonomy is contingent
upon the Federal Board of
Revenue’s autonomy. He
stated that FBR should
have autonomy in order
to boost the nation’s limp-
ing economy. In a state-
ment issued today, Dr.
Murtaza Mughal stated
that one of the most im-
portant institutions, like
FBR, should be liberated
from the control of mem-
bers of the political elite.
He said that as long as
FBR remains the slave of
politicians, Pakistan will
have to accept dictates,
continue borrowing, and
never achieve economic

freedom. He added that
if FBR becomes independ-
ent, the country will have
economic freedom and
not have to take dictation
from any other country
or institution. According
to Dr. Murtaza Mughal,
every patriot wants to
see a significant increase
in the tax net. Still, cer-
tain influential sections
reaping the benefits of
tax concessions and ex-
emptions do not want it.
International institutions
have tried hard to improve
the FBR, but those who
benefit from the weakness
of FBR have frustrated all
such efforts. To improve
the economy, it is neces-
sary to widen the scope
of the tax net and remove
the loopholes in the tax
system. Currently, some
significant sectors are ei-
ther tax-exempt or have

paid very little in taxes,
but this process cannot
continue because con-
tinuous borrowing is not
an option. He pointed
out that despite invest-
ing billions of rupees in
the track and track system,
the mafia’s unique relation-
ships with influential fig-
ures prevented the expect-
ed tax increase. Dr. Mughal
said that FBR, which is the
tax system’s foundation,
must be reorganized with
a primary focus on person-
nel quality and overstaff-
ing. Many officers perform
audits and evaluations
that frequently end up in
appellate forums because
they are overburdened by
revenue targets. Tax ad-
ministrators  shouldn’t
be in charge of policy
matters, and automation
should take precedence
over manual procedures.

It is imperative that tax-
payers’ perceptions of
the FBR be improved
to promote compliance,
he observed. A single
tax collection agency
for all taxes in Pakistan
could improve efficiency
and effectiveness in tax ad-
ministration. The emphasis
should be shifted to tax base
expansion as there are still
not enough taxpayers who
are actively filing returns.
Many register with lower in-
comes below the taxable lev-
els in order to avoid paying
higher rates, which should
be streamlined. He said that
foreign investors’ con-
fidence increased due
to government policies.
The rupee’s value has
stabilized, inflation is de-
creasing, and the coun-
try’s economy is expect-
ed to improve further in
the coming days.

le cooperation

constraints.

Ambassador Bilal Ahmed com-
mended the exemplary services
rendered by the Red Crescent
and expressed appreciation for
Chairman Sardar Shahid Ahmed
Laghari’s leadership in advancing
humanitarian initiatives. He also
affirmed the commitment to ex-
tend all possible cooperation.

On this occasion, Chairman PRCS
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari
also shared his impressions in the
new visitor book at the embassy.

It’s worth noting that Chairman
PRCS Sardar Shahid Ahmed
Laghari represented the Nation-
al Society exceptionally well at
the preparatory meetings and
sessions held by the Internation-
al Federation of Red Cross Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) in
Geneva for the upcoming 34th
International Conference of the
Red Cross Red Crescent (RCRC)
Movement, themed “Navigate Un-
certainty - Strengthen Human-
ity”. Ambassador Bilal Ahmed,
the Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the United Nations,
also took part in these preparato-
ry meetings.

The meetings covered a range
of topics, including International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), Climate
Change, Anticipatory Actions in
emergencies, and Disaster Risk
Reduction.
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Met dept

]%redlcts heat wave
ourists and travelers should be
aware of the weather conditions
before traveling,” he said, adding,
farmers should also take relevant
precautions as more monsoon

rains are expected this year”

ISLAMABAD: Director General of the Department of
Meteorology Mehr Sahibzada Khan Tuesday said that the
maximum temperature is expected to soar above normal
levels and everyone must take proactive measures to
safeguard themselves from the adverse effects of the im-
pending heat waves in the coming weeks. “People should
exercise necessary caution given the possibility of a heat
wave”, he said while talking to the PTV news channel. Paki-
stan Meteorological Department (PMD) has predicted mainly
hot and dry weather for most parts of the country during the
next 24 hours, he added. He urged people to stay indoors as far
as possible during the excessive heat, stay in cool places, and
wear protected clothes while walking out to avoid heat waves.
He also advised people to drink enough amounts of liquid to get
hydrated. Replying to a question, he said the Met department
has already issued a new advisory warning of increasing heat and
the possibility of rain in various regions. DG advised that the live-
stock owners should also protect their cattle during extreme
heat. It also asked farmers to adjust their routines in line with
the weather conditions. He said that Meteorologists predict
that this year’s monsoon rainfall might be unprecedented,
adding, that Balochistan and Sindh will come under its
effects. He said that with climate change and the return
of wet years over the last few years, rivers have also be-
gun to record excess flows and rising levels which is a
positive impact of rains. “Tourists and travelers should be
aware of the weather conditions before traveling,” he said,
adding, farmers should also take relevant precautions as
\[more monsoon rains are expected this year”.—APP J
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Director of El-
ementary and Secondary
Education (E&SE) while
expressing concerns over
broken electrical appliances
in most of the government
schools across the prov-
ince has directed all the
district education officers
(male and female) (DEOs)
to take necessary measures
for proper maintenance
of these appliance to save
precious lives. In a letter
issued here by Assistant
Director Planning and De-
velopment-II said that the
Director E&SE during his
surprise visits to different
schools across the province
including the merged are-
as noted that electric wire,
boards, switches, buttons,
fans, and even gutters were
not properly maintained
and could lead to human
harm. The director termed
it negligence on the part
of heads of the schools and
issued directives that all
the DEOs should ask the
principals, = headmasters,
incharge, SDEOs and other
concerned officials to take
immediate necessary meas-
ures for the maintenance of
electric appliances in their
respective schools to save
precious lives of students
and staff. The letter strictly
ordered the DEOs to en-
sure implementation of the
orders in letter and spirit
and warned legal action oth-
erwise.—APP

CPO visits
different
police
stations

DNA

RAWALPINDI: City Police
Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi,
Syed Khalid Hamdani here
on Monday night made
surprise visits to different
Police Stations including
Waris Khan, New Town,
and Sadigabad. The CPO
reviewed the buildings,
front desk, records, and
lock-ups to ensure the pro-
vision of all possible re-
sources to police stations.
Syed Khalid Hamdani also
inspected the facilities be-
ing provided to the public
and directed that merit
and justice must be pro-
vided to the people.

He directed the police of-
ficers to make their best
efforts at the police sta-
tion level to address the
complaints of the citizens.
He said, tight security
arrangements should be
made for the security of
the people. Strict action
in accordance with the law
should be taken against
criminal gangs and law-
breakers, he said.
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To nuke or to level Gaza?

;j: MERICA’S ruling elite is getting unhinged. One after another, it is

referencing the country’s past atrocities and war crimes to justify

Israel’s genocidal war in Gaza. The latest? Influential US Repub-
lican Senator Lindsey Graham argued on Sunday, on live television, that
Israel must be able to do whatever is deemed necessary in Gaza because
the United States also dropped two atomic bombs on Japan and bombed
Germany to smithereens towards the end of World War II. Speaking on NBC
News’ Meet the Press, he said: “So when we were faced with destruction
as a nation after Pearl Harbour, fighting the Germans and the Japanese, we
decided to end the war by bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear
weapons. That was the right decision. “Give Israel the bombs they need to
end the war they can’t afford to lose ... Why is it OK for America to drop
two nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki to end their existential
threat war? Why was it OK for us to do that? I thought it was OK. “To
Israel, do whatever you have to do to survive as a Jewish state. Whatever
you have to do!” Graham is unhappy that the Joe Biden administration
has temporarily halted a shipment of weapons to Israel in an attempt to
pressure Benjamin Netanyahu and his government to avoid a full-scale
assault on Rafah, the last refuge of more than a million Palestinians.
However, that’s a drop in the ocean compared to all the weapons the US
has already shipped to Israel. In any case, the American demand has now
been ignored with an ongoing invasion of the enclave.
The former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Mark Milley, made a similar ar-
gument to Graham’s last week, which essentially amounted to: If we Americans
have done it to our enemies, Israel ought to be able to do the same. In Novem-
ber, when asked on the Israeli station Radio KolBeRama whether using nuclear
weapons was an option, his reply was: “That’s one way.” He continued:” There
is no such thing as uninvolved civilians in Gaza ... The northern [Gaza] Strip has
no right to exist”. He said, according to the Times of Israel, that people who
wave Palestinian flags “shouldn’t continue living on the face of the earth”. But
he added: “They can go to Ireland or deserts ... the monsters in Gaza should
find a solution by themselves.” The Times of Israel, a pro-government news
site, published another report in January this year, according to which “Eliyahu
repeated his call for Israel to nuke Gaza, boasting that they ‘know my position,
even in The Hague they know my position’.” In October, member of parliament
Revital “Tally” Gotliv also tweeted in Hebrew: “Jericho Missile! Jericho Missile!
Strategic alert. Before considering the introduction of forces. Doomsday weap-
on! This is my opinion. May God preserve all our strength.” “Jericho” refers to
a family of ballistic missiles, some of which can carry nuclear warheads. News-
week, MSN and the Hindustan Times reported on Gotliv’s tweet at the time.
But given the proximity of Gaza to Israel proper, the nuclear radiation fallout
would make nuking it impractical. Some of Eliyahu’s remarks were, in fact, in-
cluded in the section, “Expressions of Genocidal Intent against the Palestinian
People by Israeli State Officials and Others” in South Africa’s legal brief brought
against Israel before the International Court of Justice on charges of genocide.
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Global community
and shared future

HE entire process of the so-called mediation and negotiation to stop the

Israeli genocide of Palestinians in Gaza has proven one thing: that the

Zionist Israeli government is determined to annihilate the Palestinian
people and exterminate all of them. It is also determined to build its “state”
on their skulls and bones amid the absence of a real international community
or any trace of international law and human rights law, coupled with the full
military, financial, and political support of the US government for this genocide.
In its war of genocide against Palestinians, the Zionist entity has defiled and
desecrated all human and moral rules in the most horrendous way.
Yet, with the exception of the noble actions of university students who
tried to preserve the honor of their countries as well as the lives of
Palestinians, one can say that most of the world’s reaction to the mag-
nitude of people’s tragedy is shameful indeed. This is the first time we
watch the deeply vicious violation of the sanctity of human life, culture,
and religion unfold live before our eyes. To rape a woman in front of her
family members and to kill them when they object is the nastiest crime
any person can perpetrate, yet no arrest warrant is issued for those who
gave the orders or for those who perpetrate the act. This dubious and
treacherous position by countries around the world is sharply contrasted
by the voting of 143 countries in favor of granting Palestine the status of
a state in the General Assembly. The same draft resolution was vetoed by
the US in the Security Council a few weeks ago. The lesson derived from
that and from many other similar examples is that the US government,
this gigantic military power, truly stands in the way of achieving justice,
not only for Palestinians but for many other people in different countries
in the world. It is the US that incites conflicts and wars and totally un-
dermines any authority that may challenge its hegemony and domination
over international will and the legitimate aspirations of peoples.
Perhaps that is why the visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping to three European
countries has received such attention, prompting a torrent of analysis articles,
disinformation, and commentary in Western media. The visit in itself was a
strong, timely, and wise statement amid the current world and regional chaos,
a statement, not only in favor of the Chinese people, as he visited Belgrade on
the 25th anniversary of the bombing of the Chinese embassy in Serbia, but in
favor of all of the people in the world who are looking for an alternative order
in a global community which at the moment stands orderless. Western media
blamed Serbia, Hungary, and China for not condemning what they called a Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, and tried to accuse China of driving a wedge between
European countries. The West also has the nerve to talk about “human rights
abuses in China.” President Xi was speaking as a statesman who cares about
every human soul in the world, one who is building roads, belts, and economic
corridors for any country who shares his vision and global concerns.

The historical nexus between Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and UAE

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The ties between the
Middle East and South
Asia have a rich and
complex history, spanning
centuries of commercial,
religious and cultural
interactions. These
connections have endured
through various historical
epochs but recent times
have seen significant
developments, particularly
since the establishment of
modern Middle Eastern
states after the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire
and the partition of India
and Pakistan. Saudi Arabia
emerged as a crucial
supporter of Pak shortly
after its inception in 1947

HE rapidity with which the newly

appointed Pakistani Prime Minister,

Shehbaz Sharif, embarked on his inau-
gural official visit to Saudi Arabia underscored
the significance of the relationship between
the two nations. However, what truly cap-
tured global attention was the outcome of this
visit, marked by a joint declaration that not
only reaffirmed Saudi Arabia’s commitment
to invest $5 billion in Pakistan but also urged
for the resolution of longstanding disputes
between Pakistan and India, notably the con-
tentious issue of Jammu and Kashmir. This
diplomatic move by Saudi Arabia aligns with a
broader trend of Gulf nations actively engag-
ing in efforts to facilitate peace between India
and Pakistan. The United Arab Emirates, in
particular, had previously brokered a crucial
ceasefire between the two South Asian neigh-
bors in 2021, effectively diffusing escalating
tensions and averting potentially catastrophic
cross-border conflicts that had flared up since
2019.The motivations driving Saudi Arabia
and the UAE to step into the role of mediators
in the India-Pakistan conflict are multifaceted
and rooted in both regional geopolitics and
historical dynamics. Understanding the com-
plexities behind their intervention necessi-
tates a nuanced appreciation of the evolving
landscape in both the Middle East and South
Asia. Firstly, the Gulf States have strategic
interests in fostering stability in South Asia,
given its proximity to the energy-rich region
they inhabit. Instability or conflict in the Indi-
an subcontinent could have ripple effects on
global energy markets, which the Gulf econo-
mies heavily rely on. Additionally, Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAE seek to position themselves
as key players in regional diplomacy, enhanc-
ing their geopolitical stature and influence on
the world stage. Furthermore, both countries
have historical ties with Pakistan, shaped by
shared religious affiliations and longstanding
economic partnerships. However, they also

maintain significant relations with India, the
world’s largest democracy and a crucial trad-
ing partner. By advocating for peace between
Islamabad and New Delhi, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE aim to navigate a delicate balancing
act, maintaining cordial relations with both
countries while promoting regional stability.
Moreover, the involvement of Gulf States in
mediating the India-Pakistan conflict reflects
a broader trend of increased diplomatic ac-
tivism in the region. As traditional power dy-
namics undergo shifts and new geopolitical
fault lines emerge, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
are seeking to assert themselves as key arbi-
ters of peace and stability, not only within the
Middle East but also in neighboring regions.

The ties between the Middle East and South
Asia have a rich and complex history, spanning
centuries of commercial, religious and cultural
interactions. These connections have endured
through various historical epochs but recent
times have seen significant developments, par-
ticularly since the establishment of modern
Middle Eastern states after the collapse of
the Ottoman Empire and the partition of In-
dia and Pakistan. Saudi Arabia emerged as a
crucial supporter of Pakistan shortly after its
inception in 1947. Despite being resource-con-
strained, Pakistan with its substantial Sun-
ni-majority Muslim population, found a reliable
ally in Saudi Arabia. Over the years, Saudi Ara-
bia, along with the UAE, has provided Pakistan
with essential financial assistance in the form
of loans, grants and concessional oil. Pakistan
reciprocates by sending a significant portion
of its workforce, numbering 12.4 million over-
seas workers, predominantly to these Gulf
States. These workers, constituting over 77%
of nearly 830,000 who ventured abroad for em-
ployment in 2022, contribute substantially to
Pakistan’s economy through remittances. The
relationship between Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia extends beyond economics to encompass
strategic and security dimensions. Pakistan

played a pivotal role in training “holy warriors”
alongside Saudi Arabia and the US to combat
the Soviet Union’s presence in Afghanistan
following its occupation in 1979. Furthermore,
during the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s, Pakistan
stationed tens of thousands of troops in Saudi
Arabia. Military collaboration, including train-
ing and arms exports, has been a consistent
feature of Pakistan’s engagement with Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. Additionally, Pakistan,
along with Saudi Arabia and the UAE, sup-
ported the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan
during the early 1990s, perceiving it as a buff-
er against India. This stance contrasted with
India and Iran’s backing of the multi-ethnic
Northern Alliance, reflecting broader region-
al power dynamics. Despite its close ties with
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, Pakistan also seeks
to maintain relations with Iran, mindful of its
significant Shi’a minority. Iran was the first
country to recognize Pakistan’s independence
and both nations enjoyed closer security coop-
eration during the reign of the shah, particu-
larly through their involvement in the Baghdad
Pact. However, the 1979 Iranian revolution
altered the geopolitical landscape, fracturing
alliances and forcing Pakistan to navigate a
divided Middle East marked by the rivalry be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia. Pakistan found
itself embroiled in a sectarian proxy war, ex-
acerbated by the rise of Sunni militant groups
nurtured by Saudi and American support for
the Afghan jihad. Consequently, sectarian
tensions have become entrenched within Pa-
kistan, posing challenges to its internal stabili-
ty. The relationship between Pakistan and the
Middle East, particularly Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, is multifaceted, encompassing economic,
strategic, and security dimensions. However,
Pakistan’s engagement with the region is also
influenced by its efforts to balance relations
with Iran and navigate the complexities of sec-
tarianism, reflecting the intricate geopolitical
landscape of the Middle East and South Asia.

Pakistan’s economy: A facade of revival!

HE World Bank (WB), International Monetary

Air Commodore Khalid Igbal (R) || Fund (IMF), and Asian Development Bank

The ADB projects that
GDP might increase by
1.9% in 2024 and 2.8%
in 2025. “Pakistan’s
economy 1s showing signs
of a gradual recovery
supported by higher crop
output and improvement
in manufacturing,” stated
Yong Ye, the Country
Director of ADB for
Pakistan. According to the
IMF assessment, Pakistan’s
GDP growth rate could jack
up to 3.5% and inflation
could come down to 12.7%
in the next fiscal year.
Pakistan’s budget deficit
will be around 7.3% of GDP,
which is alarming

(ADB) released back-to-back studies on Pa-
kistan’s economy during the last month. There are
glimmers of hope that the economy has somewhat
recovered. In terms of immediate impact on the do-
mestic market, the core inflation has dipped to 15.6
% and commodity prices increase have fallen from
38% to 17.3%; these are the two years’ lowest fig-
ures. However, all three reports point to the neces-
sity of bitter pills over the next two to three years.
The ADB projects that GDP might increase by 1.9% in
2024 and 2.8% in 2025. “Pakistan’s economy is show-
ing signs of a gradual recovery supported by higher
crop output and improvement in manufacturing,” stat-
ed Yong Ye, the Country Director of ADB for Pakistan.
According to the IMF assessment, Pakistan’s GDP
growth rate could jack up to 3.5% and inflation could
come down to 12.7% in the next fiscal year. Pakistan’s
budget deficit will be around 7.3% of GDP, which is
alarming. According to the IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva, there are “very important is-
sues” in Pakistan that need to be resolved, “including
the tax base, the way the wealthier segment of society
contributed to the economy, the direction of public
spending, and fostering greater transparency”. The
WB report entitled “Pakistan Development Update:
Fiscal Impact of Federal State-Owned Enterprises”
states that only 1.8% growth in the country’s GDP
is anticipated in the current fiscal year. The report
draws attention to the significant costs associated
with loss-making state-owned companies (SOEs) and
the urgency of crucial reforms, such as privatisation.
During this economic squeeze, leading international
financial institutions and several friendly countries
have generously extended a helping hand to facilitate
an early recovery. The US State Department Spokes-

person Matthew Miller said, “Pakistan has made
progress to stabilise its economy, and we support
its efforts to manage its daunting debt burden.” Our
foreign exchange reserves are getting close to US
$10billion. The 24th long-term IMF bailout of US$8
billion is being negotiated. The credit ratings have be-
gun to improve. Money has started flowing in from
here and there, to assist the continuation of some of
the massive projects essential for strengthening the
economy in the long-term. The WB has approved a
US$1 billion facility for the Dasu dam and a US$ 3
million grant for structural competitiveness changes.
This journey to even this modest level of stability was
difficult given the high inflation, fluctuation in oil and
gas prices in the international market, diminishing for-
eign exchange reserves, and an imminent sovereign
default. Though one could have a sigh of relief, there
is no room for complacency. Put together, one could
say that though some of the economic indicators may
have stopped from further slipping into the negative
side of projections, their gains on the positive side of
the graph are fragile and they could be easily reversed.
We should remain mindful that the economy is barely
afloat, and the cushion even for routine shocks, like
floods or poor crops, is rather thin. Even if there is a
single such shock, an additional 10 million people could
slide down below the poverty threshold. For prudent
handling of our fragile economy in the prevalent global
and regional geopolitical environment, a bold course
correction may be overdue. We need to ponder over
the ways to break out of this addictive vicious cycle.
Indeed it is time for self-reflection. There is a need for
fresh perspectives to address longstanding issues.

For decades, we have disregarded the well-estab-
lished fundamentals of the prudent management of
the economy. We represent a classic case study of a
nation addicted to living beyond its means. Accord-

ing to Prime Minister Mr Shehbaz Sharif, our debt
trap has become a ‘death trap’. There is a need to
go back to the drawing board to work out a consen-
sus-based long-term (20-30 years) national vision
for the management of the economy, specifying
monitoring and course correction benchmarks on
five yearly basis. An all-out effort is required to en-
hance investor confidence, cut down energy and la-
bour costs, and curtail the import of luxury items.
The export sector needs invigoration by ensuring
ease of business, competitiveness, production and
quality enhancement, and aggressive marketing.
Seeking another IMF programme is akin to admit-
ting failure at the policy level, however, at this point
and time, it may be unavoidable. Piling up another
US$ 8 billion loan from the IMF over the next 6-8
years is not a moment of joy, it is a compulsion like
taking a medicine with serious side effects, where
there could be a possibility that the solution could
be worse than the problem we seek to cure.
It is refreshing that the government has begun to
take various steps to re-rail the economy. Twenty
four loss-making SOEs have been shortlisted for fast-
track privatisation. Digitisation of the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) is being vigorously pursued, and
its completion is likely to contribute significantly to-
wards the expansion of the tax net. Investor confi-
dence is being enhanced through various incentives.
The UAE, Saudi Arabia, and China have also commit-
ted to project-based investment. We are indeed on
the right track, and if we continue with due perse-
verance, the cherished goal of a fairly stable national
economy may be achieved in 3-5 years.
- Air Commodore Khalid Igbal (Retd) is
Director at the Centre for Aerospace and
Security Studies (CASS), Lahore Pakistan.
He may be reached at info@casslhr.com
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Briefs

From Pack 01
attention to the “threaten-
ing tactic”, said the sources.
“I paid no heed to such in-
timidatory tactics and did
not find that such messages
created a risk of substantial
detriment to the admin-
istering of justice.” The
judge further told the CJ
that the court had issued
notices to intelligence and
probe agencies, concerned
ministries, regulatory bod-
ies, FIA, PTA, Pemra and
others. Justice Sattar was
among the six judges who
had written a letter to the
SJC seeking its guidance
on “interference” of the
intelligence agencies in the
courts’ affairs in March.
Speaking about the IHC
judge’s alleged letter, At-
torney General for Pakistan
(AGP) Mansoor Usman
Awan has said that an “im-
pression is being given as
if the relationship between
the court and the executive
is deteriorating”, the top
law officer said in a video
statement today.

Govt
disputes...

From Pace 01
because a perception is
being created that there is
some breakdown in rela-
tions between the judiciary
and the executive because
of which the issue is mov-
ing forward.” The AGP said
there were some “sensitive
matters” of the state where
it was necessary to have
communication between dif-
ferent institutions. He added
that it was the AGP’s office
or the provincial advocate
generals who forwarded
such communication. “I
should make it clear regard-
ing this case that a request
was made that the briefing
regarding our capability on
surveillance and other mat-
ters about national security,
internal and external, be
made in-camera so it (the
capabilities of security agen-
cies) does not go into the
public domain.” He said that
for a country such as Paki-
stan that has hostile neigh-
bours, it was necessary to
ensure that such informa-
tion was not made public.

Australia
pledges...

From Pack 01
together to further enhance
and strengthen bilateral
relations between the two
countries especially in the
areas of economic coop-
eration and trade. During
the course of discussion,
the Finance Minister ap-
prised the Australian High
Commissioner of the vari-
ous initiatives being under-
taken by the Government
under the leadership of
the Prime Minister. While
underscoring the need for
digitalization, it was high-
lighted that the services of
Mckinsey & Company have
been engaged for digital-
ization of the tax system.
The Finance Minister fur-
ther spoke of the resolve
of government to privatize
various State-Owned En-
terprises (SOEs), and also
apprised the High Commis-
sioner on the likely invest-
ments from Saudi Arabia
and Qatar and the need to
focus on the second phase
of China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

PM unveils
broader...

FroMm Pace 01
“privatisation of power dis-
tribution companies has
been included in privati-
sation programme 2024-
2029”. “It was informed
that loss-making state-
owned enterprises to be
privatised on priority ba-
sis and that a pre-qualified
panel of experts is being
appointed in Privatisation
Commission to speed up
privatisation process,” ac-
cording to Radio Pakistan.
It came a day after an In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) mission opened talks
in Islamabad for a new
long-term Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) following
Pakistan’s completion of a
$3 billion standby arrange-
ment last month. Previ-
ously, Pakistan had only
loss-making state-owned
enterprises on its chopping
block. Privatisation has
long been on the IMF’s list
of recommendations for Pa-
kistan, which is struggling
with a high fiscal shortfall.
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ISLAMABAD: CM Punjab Maryam Nawaz along with Provincial Minister Malik Faisal AyubKhokharmet with Pakistan hockey team
who recently won silver title in Azlan Shah Cup Hockey Tournament. — DNA

Pakistan-Jordan strengthen ties
through parliamentary diplomacy

While highlighting vast opportunities of trade and invest in Pakistan,
the Speaker said that enhancing trade and economic cooperation
between both nations would further strengthen these ties

er said that enhancing trade

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Honourable
Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has said
that Pakistan and Jordan en-
joy cordial ties based upon
historical, cultural and re-
ligious commonalities.He
also said that enhancing
parliament to parliament
contacts would further
strength these ties. Both
countries enjoy unanimity
of views on regional and
international issues includ-
ing Palestine issue.He ex-
pressed these views during
his meeting with Ambassa-
dor of Jordan to Pakistan
Islamabad Dr. Maen Khrea-
sat at Parliament House
who called on him in Parlia-
ment House Islamabad.

While highlighting vast op-

portunities of trade and in- -

vest in Pakistan, the Speak-

and economic cooperation

between both nations would

further strengthen these

ties. He added, “ Exchang-
ing Parliamentarians ties
between both nations are
pivotal for extending coop-
eration in diverse socio-eco-
nomic fields.He further
reiterated his commitment
to strengthen parliamentary
diplomacy.Further, he con-
demned the killings of in-
nocent Palestinians and de-
manded urgent cease fire in
Gaza Palestine. Ambassador
of Jordan to Pakistan Dr.
Maen Khreasat extended
felicitations to Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq for his successful elec-
tion as Speaker National As-
sembly of Pakistan. He also
said that both Jordan and
Pakistan enjoy cordial rela-
tions based upon centuries
old shared traditions and
values. He also said that Jor-
dan always supported Pales-
tinian cause and condemned
the brutality of Israelites on
innocent Palestinians.

Kirsten to join Pakistan
team before England tour

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan cricket
team’s white-ball head coach Gary
Kirsten is set to join the team in
Leeds on May 19 ahead of the
Green Shirts’ four-match T201 se-
ries against England which will be-
gin on May 22.

Kirsten, who won the 2011 World
Cup with India, was appointed on
a two-year deal and he will be in
charge of the side for the upcoming
T20 World Cup 2024, next year’s
ICC Champions Trophy 2025 in
Pakistan, ACC T20 Asia Cup 2025
and the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2026 in India and Sri Lanka.

The series against England would
be Pakistan’s last outing before the
commencement of the upcoming T20
World Cup 2024 which will be played
in the United States and West Indies
from June 1.

“Gary Kirsten will join the nation-
al men’s side in Leeds on 19 May
to commence his two-year tenure
as the white-ball head coach,” con-
firmed the PCB in a press release

on Monday. Along with Kirsten,
the PCB has also appointed Simon
Helmot and David Reid as fielding
and mental performance coaches
respectively.

Reid will join the team on May 20
and will remain with them till the
end of the T20 World Cup 2024. On
the other hand, Helmot will join the
side on May 31 just before the mega
event begins.

Meanwhile, Aftab Khan, who is
currently serving the side as the
fielding coach, will take on the re-
sponsibilities of High-Performance
Coach for the World Cup following

the arrival of Helmo.
It is worth mentioning that Pakistan
will face Ireland in the third T20I on
Tuesday. The series levelled 1-1 after
Babar Azam’s side recorded a com-
fortable win in the second T20I.
After the tour of England, Pakistan
will leave for the United States to par-
ticipate in the upcoming T20 World
Cup where they are placed in Group
A alongside arch-rivals India, Canada,
United States and Ireland.
Pakistan’s schedule of upcoming
matches.
Tour of Ireland
May 14: Third T20I at Clontarf
Tour of England
May 22: First T20I at Leeds
May 25: Second T20I at Birming-
ham
May 28: Third T20I at Cardiff
May 30: Fourth T20I at The Oval
T20 World Cup 2024
June 6: Pakistan vs USA, Dallas
June 9: Pakistan vs India,
New York
June 11: Pakistan vs Canada,
New York
June 16: Pakistan vs Ireland,
Lauderhill

ICC security head
meets PCB officials

Naseer was accompanied by other PCB
officials and Musker reviewed the existing
security arrangements in Lahore, both
parties also held constructive talks to discuss
further improvements that could be made

LAHORE: The International Cricket Council (ICC) Head of
Security Dave Musker met with the Chief Operating Officer
of PCB, Salman Naseer, to discuss plans for the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy 2025. The two met at the National Cricket
Academy (NVA) in Lahore to discuss security arrangements
and protocol to make sure the tournament is conducted in
a smooth way. Naseer was accompanied by other PCB of-
ficials and Musker reviewed the existing security arrange-
ments in Lahore, both parties also held constructive talks to
discuss further improvements that could be made. Earlier
this month, ICC pitch consultant Andy Atkinson arrived at
the National Stadium in Karachi. He shared his input with
local ground staff over the preparation of pitches for the
mega event. Meanwhile, last month, a three-member ICC
team also inspected the three venues — Karachi, Lahore
and Rawalpindi. The event is planned in February 2025, and
the PCB already shared the draft schedule with ICC with
matches at these three venues. The eight-team tournament
is anticipated to span over two weeks, although the exact
dates have not yet been confirmed. This event will mark
the return of the ICC Champions Trophy after an eight-
year hiatus, with its last occurrence in 2017, when Paki-
stan emerged victorious by defeating India in the final. The
teams confirmed for the 2025 ICC Champions Trophy in-
clude Pakistan (hosts), India, South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand, Afghanistan, England, and Bangladesh. - DNA

PaKistan Women's Cricket Team arrives inLonton

High Commissioner Dr. Muhammad Faisal expressed his pride in the national
women'’s cricket team, saying that they are a source of inspiration for the country

DNA

LONDON: The Pakistan Women’s
Cricket Team on Sunday arrived in
London for their upcoming T20 and
ODI series against England. The team
was warmly received by Pakistan’s
High Commissioner to the UK, Dr.
Muhammad Faisal, at London Heath-
row Airport. Led by captain Nida Dar,
the 17-member team, during their

tour, will play three T20 and three |

One-Day International matches with
England. Speaking on the occasion,
High Commissioner Dr. Muhammad
Faisal expressed his pride in the na-
tional women’s cricket team, saying
that they are a source of inspiration
for the country. “We are proud of our
young women flying the Pakistani
flag high at international arena,” Dr
Faisal said. He also extended his best
wishes to the team for their excellent
performance during the tour.
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PM’s timely
decision
on AJK...

FroMm PacGe 01

Prime Minister’s timely
actions. Terming Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf as

“Tehreek-e-Intishar”, he
said its dreams of crea-
tion of chaos and anarchy
had also been shattered.
“Along with the enemy, the
‘Tehreek-e-Intishar’ also
thought that in some way
or the other, chaos would
spread and there would be
anarchy” as its leadership
wanted to benefit from
the sad situation. Tarar
said that the Prime Min-
ister took all the coalition
parties and stake holders
on board and heard their
views. “Yesterday’s meet-
ing was attended by all the
political leadership includ-
ing the Prime Minister of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir”,
he remarked. The minister
said the political leadership
and federal ministers re-
solved the issues through
mutual understanding.

SC allows
Imran to...

From Pace 01
NAB amendments. Khan
said he wanted to present
his own arguments in the
case. The five-member SC
larger bench, headed by
CJP Isa, includes Justice
Amin-ud-Din Khan, Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Justice Athar Minallah and
Justice Hasan Azhar Rizvi.
Today’s hearing comes as
a three-member bench of
the SC, in September 2023,
had approved former prime
minister Khan’s petition
challenging amendments
made to the country’s ac-
countability laws during the
tenure of the previous Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led government.

We won'’t
accept...

From Pace 01
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
leader Asad Qaiser, in
his address, said the way
Khawaja Asif spoke to the
speaker yesterday (Mon-
day) was condemnable. He
said Khawaja Asif was an
elderly person 80 years of
age. Being a senior parlia-
mentarians he should real-
ise this and show tolerance,
said Qaiser. Speaking
about erstwhile FATA, Qais-
er said all parties in parlia-
ment had unanimously giv-
en tax exemption to FATA
and this facility was meant
to bring them on a par with
other areas of the country.

IHC stops
govt from...

From Pace 01
SIMs of non-ilers as part
of the government’s bid to
curb tax evasion to improve
revenue generation amid
dire economic indicators.
The FBR had announced
that telecom companies
have agreed to commence
the manual blocking pro-
cess of SIMs in small batch-
es until their systems are
fully equipped to automate
it. The tax collection body
said that the first batch
comprising 5,000 non-filers
has been communicated to
the telecom operators and
that more batches would be
sent to telecom operators
on a daily basis. Meanwhile,
the operators had also com-
menced sending messages
to nondilers regarding the
blocking of their SIMs for
intimation purposes.

Pakistan
beat Ireland
In series...

FroMm PacGe 01

between Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan. The
touring side, however, had
a contrasting start to their
pursuit as young opener
Saim Ayub failed to make
a mark and perished in the
third over after scoring 14
off 11 deliveries. Follow-
ing the early blow, Babar
joined wicketkeeper bat-
ter Rizwan in the middle
and turned the tide in Pa-
kistan’s favour. Babar and
Rizwan dominated the Ire-
land bowling attack as both
scored half-centuries and
put together a marathon
139-run partnership for
the second wicket. Their
match-winning stand came
to an end in the 15th over
when Mohammad Rizwan
was bowled by Mark
Adair. Rizwan remained
a notable contributor to
Pakistan’s total with a
brisk 56 off 38 deliver-
ies, peppered with four
fours and three sixes.
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Pakistanis
own property
worth $11bn
in Dubai

From Pace 01
Hussain Nawaz Sharif, Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Nag-
vi's wife, Sharjeel Memon
and family members, Sen-
ator Faisal Vawda, Farah
Gogi, Sher Afzal Marwat,
four MNAs and half a dozen
MPAs from the Sindh and
Balochistan assemblies.
The Pakistani list also fea-
tures the late Gen Pervez
Musharraf, former prime
minister Shaukat Aziz and
more than a dozen retired
generals as well as a police
chief, an ambassador and
a scientist - all of whom
owned properties either
directly or through their
spouses and children.

In 2014, President Asif Ali
Zardari had received for-
eign property as a gift. By
the time he declared it in
2018, he had gifted it to
someone. In 2014, a busi-
ness tycoon co-accused with
Zardari in the fake accounts
case, Abdul Ghani Majid,
declared in his wealth state-
ment that he had granted a
gift of Rs329m but neither
mentioned its type nor the
recipient. The JIT however
recovered a memo about
the purchase in March
2014 of a penthouse in Du-
bai. The Property Leaks
data has now unveiled that
Ghani had gifted this prop-
erty to Zardari who gifted
it to his daughter. Chief
Financial Officer of Omni
Group Aslam Masood along
with his wife is also shown
as a listed owner of several
properties in the data.
Sohrab Dinshaw is also a
property owner in Dubai. A
villa he purchased in 2015
carried a purchase price of
AED 1271888 (Rs 96m).
All of the individuals men-
tioned were sent questions
(except Aslam Masood who
is deceased). None respond-
ed. The Altaf Khanani net-
work which was sanctioned
by the US for involvement
in money laundering has
also surfaced on the list.
His son, daughter, brother,
and nephew are listed own-
ers of several properties in
Dubai. Three of them are
facing sanctions. Another
notable character is Hamid
Mukhtar Shah, a Rawalpin-
di-based physician who was
sanctioned by the US for
his involvement in the kid-
napping, detention of, and
removal of kidneys from
Pakistani labourers. He
is listed as the owner of
scores of properties.

The Property Leaks have
also revealed that Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s
wife owns a property in Du-
bai which he didn’t declare
in the nomination papers
he submitted in March this
year for the Senate election.
Per the Property Leaks
data, Naqvi's wife owns a
five-bedroom villa in the
Arabian Ranches. She re-
ceived a rental income of
AED600,000 (Rs45m) from
this villa, which was pur-
chased in August 2017 for
AED4,347,888 (Rs329m)
according to the record.
The villa remained in
her ownership till April
2023 when it was sold for
AED4,550,000 (Rs344m)
as per the record.

Since the data available
and other organisations
was updated till 2022, Nag-
vi's wife’s name appeared
once in it — related to the
above-mentioned informa-
tion. She however continues
to be the owner of a proper-
ty in Dubai, if Dubai’s land
record is taken as a guide.
Responding to questions
received from the media
partner of this investigative
project, she clarified that
she had purchased another
property in Dubai in Janu-
ary this year when Naqvi
was still interim chief min-
ister of Punjab. Two months
later, he was a candidate for
the Senate seat in March
and chose not to declare
this property. To a question
regarding this, she said:
“We will declare it in the
current year’s tax declara-
tions and for the ECP”.
According to the data leak
assessed by economists
and reporters, the num-
ber of residential proper-
ties owned by foreigners
in Dubai put Indians first,
at 35,000 properties and
29,700 owners. The total
value of these properties is
estimated at $17 billion that
same year. Owners with
Pakistani nationality come
second among foreigners
at 17, 000 owners of 23,000
residential properties fol-
lowed by UK citizens and
Saudi nationals. Among
the Pakistani owners, the
average value per owner is
estimated at $0.41 million

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on the matters related
to Ministry of Privatisation and Privatisation Commission.—DNA

CPEC Phase 2 to make
Pak center of trade: Ahsan

CPEC has created more than 200,000 jobs. It has connected many parts of the country,
has improved logistics efficiency in Pakistan, and has helped Pakistan achieve energy efficiency.
Now, we are looking forward to the second phase of CPEC

DNA

BEIJING: Federal Minister of
Planning, Development, and Spe-
cial Initiatives, Prof Ahsan Igbal
hoped that there would be more
regional cooperation under the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) in Phase 2 which
would make Pakistan the center
of trade, commerce, and business
in the region. We hope that in
phase two, we will have more re-
gional cooperation under CPEC,

and that will make Pakistan the
center of trade, commerce, and
business in the region that will
connect almost three billion peo-
ple in this region, he said in an
interview with China Global Tel-
evision Network (CGTN) during
his recent visit to China. About
the specific impact of CPEC on
Pakistan and its people, he said
that it has brought transfor-
mational changes in Pakistan.
CPEC has created more than
200,000 jobs. It has connected
many parts of the country, has

improved logistics efficiency in
Pakistan, and has helped Paki-
stan achieve energy efficiency.
Now, we are looking forward to
the second phase of CPEC. He
said that the government will
undertake under second phase
of CPEC projects that will spur
growth in Pakistan’s economy,
which will involve infrastructure
projects. Under livelihood pro-
jects, we will expand our coop-
eration and industrial domain,
also, the agriculture sector that
will enable people to improve

their livelihoods will create jobs.
Third innovation corridor means
that we intend to now expand
our cooperation in digital tech-
nology domains like artificial in-
telligence, automation, robotics,
big data, and biotechnology, he
added. Terming green energy
is very important, he said, We
are now starting new renewable
energy projects. We are starting
new hydro projects and mak-
ing a transition from imported
fuel, which used to be oil-based
or coal-based. In response to

a question about the safety of
Chinese nationals and enhanced
measures taken by the govern-
ment to guarantee security for
ongoing and upcoming projects
under the CPEC, he said, I want
to assure Chinese people that
the government of Pakistan val-
ues them as very precious and
important guests and will leave
no possible human effort to give
them added security. Some ex-
ternal enemies want to stall the
progres goals that we have set up
for phase two, he added.

EU to sign off on
asylum overhaul

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM: A month ahead of EU elections
expected to see a surge by farright parties, the 27-nation
bloc will on Tuesday give the final green light to a landmark

Indonesia
flood death
tollrises to

90 with 27

missing

Number of Palestinians
leaving Rafah due to
Israeli assaults

UNITED NATIONS: Nearly 360,000 people have fled Rafah in the last week amid con-

overhaul of its migration and asylum policies after nearly a
decade of wrangling Now, as the mammoth legislative pack-
age crosses the finishing line, some countries are already
pushing to go further in efforts to toughen up EU policies
and send more arrivals to third countries for processing.
The migration and asylum pact resulted from years of ar-
duous negotiations spurred by a massive inflow of irregular
migrants in 2015, many from wartorn Syria and Afghani-
stan. Drawing criticism from both migrant rights charities
and some nationalist governments, it both hardens the Eu-
ropean Union’s border procedures and forces all its mem-
ber states to share responsibility for arrivals. EU ministers
meeting in Brussels are set to give their last formal approval
to the reforms after the European Parliament voted them
through last month. Proponents of the pact had pushed hard
to force it over the finish line ahead of the EU-wide elections
in June that could have seen it buried if a more right-wing
parliament is chosen. The measures are due to come into
force in 2026, after the European Commission first sets out
how it would be implemented. New border centres would
hold irregular migrants while their asylum requests are
vetted. And deportations of those deemed inadmissi-
ble would be accelerated. The pact also requires EU
countries to take in thousands of asylum-seekers from
“frontline” states such as Italy and Greece, or - if they
refuse - to provide money or other resources to the
under-pressure nations. Hungary’s populist Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban has decried that new system, which
only required a weighted majority of EU countries to
pass. For very different reasons, migrant charities
have also slammed the pact, with rights group Amnesty
International arguing it will “lead to greater human suf-
fering”. At the same time as it signs off on the sweep-
ing reforms, the EU is also stepping up its use of deals with
countries of transit and origin aimed at curbing the number of
arrivals. In recent months, that has seen agreements inked with
Tunisia, Mauritania and Egypt. Italy has also struck its own ac-
cord with Albania to send migrants rescued in Italian waters to
the country while their asylum requests are treated. Furthermore,
a group of countries spearheaded by Denmark and the Czech Republic
are preparing to send a letter pushing for the transfer of migrants
picked up at sea to countries outside the EU.—DNA

TANAH DATAR, Indonesia,
May 14 (AFP/APP):Rescu-
ers recovered more bod-
ies on Tuesday after flash
floods and cold lava flow on
Indonesia’s Sumatra island
over the weekend killed at
least 50 people and left an-
other 27 missing, the coun-
try’s disaster agency said.
Hours of heavy rain caused
large volcanic rocks to roll
down one of Indonesia’s
most active volcanos into
two of the worst-hit districts
on Sumatra island Saturday
evening while flooding in-
undated roads, homes and
mosques. “Based on re-
ports, Suharyanto (BNPB
chief) said victims who
died due to the disaster
was recorded to 50 people,”
agency spokesman Abdul
Mubhari said in a statement,
raising the death toll by six.
He said 27 people were still
missing and 37 had been
injured, while 3,396 people
had been evacuated from
the affected areas. Suhar-
yanto, who goes by one
name, said in the statement
that the death toll could rise
further and called for heavy
equipment to be deployed
to help the search effort.
“The data will continue to
develop. To help find (vic-
tims) who are still missing,
the heavy equipment must
come in as quickly as possi-
ble,” he said.—APP

tinuing deadly Israeli bombardment that has crippled humanitarian aid deliveries and is
believed to have killed another UN aid worker, the UN agency for Palestinian refugees,
UNRWA, said Monday. “Nearly 360,000 people have fled Rafah since the first evacuation
order a week ago,” the UN agency said in a post on X, referencing leafleting by the Israeli
military ordering those in eastern Rafah to leave their shelters. In another alert, UNRWA
warned of ongoing “restricted humanitarian access” to and across the Gaza Strip that was
now “a matter of life or death” for Gazans already suffering “relentless bombardments
and food insecurity”. The development comes one week since Israel moved ahead with its
military offensive in Rafah, seizing control of the Gaza side of the Rafah border crossing
and Kerem Shalom crossing. “We immediately and urgently need safe passage for human-
itarian aid and workers,” the UN agency insisted, amid fresh reports of more clashes and
shelling in Jabalia refugee camp in the north of the enclave. “Bombardments and other
evacuation orders have created more displacement and fear for thousands of families” in
the north, UNRWA said. “There’s nowhere to go. There’s NO safety without a ceasefire.”
The UN agency also reported on Monday that another staff member had been killed in
Gaza, bringing the total number of staff killed in the war to 189. The individual - a 53-year-
old senior projects officer - was believed to have died in an Israeli strike in the central
town of Deir Al Balah, after leaving Rafah. “He leaves behind a wife and four children,”
the agency said. In a related development, the UN again highlighted its $2.8 billion appeal
to support more than three million people in Gaza and the West Bank over the next eight
months. “For months, women and children have been killed at a rate that exceeds any
war in this century. And those who've escaped death and injury now risk losing their lives
because of a lack of food, safe water, medicine and healthcare,” said Joyce Msuya, Assis-
tant-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordina-
tor. Speaking in Kuwait, Ms. Msuya described how every day, “scores of women give birth
in horrifying conditions, often without anesthesia or medical aid, as bombs explode around
them”. “Mothers watch their babies die in their arms because they don’t have enough milk
to keep them alive. And children are dying because they don’t have enough food or water.”
After more than seven months of war, at least 35,000 people have been killed, according
to the Gaza health authorities. Another 70,000 more are wounded or missing, with many
more trapped under the rubble. Continuing funding is needed urgently to help those who
depend on humanitarian aid to survive, the OCHA senior official said, insisting that even
in the absence of a ceasefire, “there is still much we can do given the right conditions”.
She noted: “We are in daily access negotiations with the parties. We are coordinating the
humanitarian response...We have pulled people out of the rubble and repatriated the bod-
ies of aid workers, including those working for World Central Kitchen and Médecins Sans
Fronti res who were killed serving those in need.” The OCHA official’s comments came as
the aid coordination office reported new demolitions of Palestinian buildings in Al’Arrub
Camp in the West Bank governorate of Hebron. Latest data from the OCHA online portal
indicates that 435 structures have been damaged or destroyed across the West Bank so
far this year, displacing 824 people. Meanwhile, the World Health Organization said the
incursion into Rafah has jeopardized the provision of health services, access to healthcare,
and the delivery of life-saving supplies. —Agencies

May 9 is Victory Day in Republic of Belarus

DNA

MINSK: A solemn event in hon-
or of Victory Day was held in
Victory Square in the hero-city
of Minsk, the capital of Bela-
rus, under the leadership of
President of Belarus Alexander
Lukashenko. Victory Day is a
holiday that commemorates the
Soviet Union victory over Nazi
Germany in 1945. It was first
inaugurated in the 15 republics
of the Soviet Union following the
signing of the German Instru-
ment of Surrender late in the
evening on 8 May 1945 (9 May
Moscow Time). The Soviet gov-
ernment announced the victory
early on 9 May after the signing
ceremony in Berlin. Less than
eighty years ago the bloody tor-
nado of the most terrible war in
history was stopped by sacrifi-
cial deeds of Soviet people. This
fact is forever secured in ruins
of the Reichstag and the instru-
ment of unconditional capitu-

lation of fascist Germany. The
German war machine fell apart
after encountering the unprece-
dented heroism and valor of our
fathers, grandfathers, and great
grandfathers. The Great Victo-
ry was forged on the frontlines
and on the home front for four
long years. Both elderly people
and kids rose up to fight the

enemy. By spending millions of
lives of its sons and daughters in
exchange for freedom, our great
Motherland - the Soviet Union
- saved humanity from enslave-
ment and some nations from
full extinction back then. Today
we take pride in our forefathers
and veterans, who won the war.
We praise their heroic deeds.

The Great Victory is the central
and key moment in the history
of revival and establishment of
the Belarusian nation. Today its
lessons allow taking a glimpse of
the future if one remembers and
knows the past. While the zest
for life and the creative energy
of the generation of victors, who
restored the country from ruins,
set an example of how we should
live and work. Belarus needs
peace. Tomorrow. In a year. Al-
ways. It is important for us to
endure and stay out of conflicts.
Time has chosen us. We have
been chosen to preserve the
independence of our land and
everything created by many gen-
erations before us. Everything
we jointly take pride in and ad-
mire. With this in mind we de-
velop the economy, reinforce de-
fense, and raise young citizens
as patriots. We keep peace and
wellbeing in the native land as
the ancestors willed it.

The Great Victory they se-
cured inspires us with the belief

that Belarusians are capable of
overcoming everything and per-
severing. Honor and glory to
the victorious warriors! Honor
and glory to our dear veterans!
Eternal remembrance to those,
who fell on battlefields and
perished in fascist prisons and
concentration camps. Alexan-
der Lukashenko drew attention
to the fact that for Belarusians
2024 is marked by a glorious an-
niversary - the 80th anniversary
of the liberation of the republic
from the Nazi invaders. «This
special date is a good occasion
to remind the whole world about
resilience in the face of common
threats, readiness and ability to
defend every inch of the native
land, to preserve and defend the
heritage of the nation’s feat»,
the President noted. President
of Belarus Alexander Lukashen-
ko wished strong health, long
years, and prosperity to our es-
teemed veterans and happiness,
peace, and wellbeing to every
Belarusian family.

(Rs11.40m). The combined
value of the properties of
Pakistanis has been esti-
mated at around $11 billion
(Rs30tr) whereas the total
value of properties of 204
nationalities is $386 billion
(Rs1073.70tr).

The Property Leaks data in-
cludes the controlling party
of each property, as well as
other identifying informa-
tion such as his or her date
of birth, passport number,
and nationality. In some
cases, the data captured
renters instead of owners
as mostly it came from offi-
cial government documents
as well as publicly owned
utility companies.

The project’s reporters
have only revealed the
names of owners in cases
that serve the public inter-
est. This includes property
owners who have been con-
victed or accused of crimes,
are facing sanctions, or are
public officials or their as-
sociates, including those ac-
cused of corruption or who
have kept their properties
hidden from the public.
Journalists used the data as
a starting point to explore
the landscape of foreign
property ownership in Du-
bai. They spent months ver-
ifying the identities of the
people who appeared in the
leaked data, as well as con-
firming their ownership sta-
tus, using official records,
open-source research, and
other leaked datasets. Re-
porters have only includ-
ed people in the project if
their identities could be
independently  confirmed
through other sources.
Dubai’s official land regis-
try was also used to ascer-
tain whether individuals ap-
pearing in the data remain
property owners. In some
cases, reporters could not
determine current owner-
ship status, usually because
a property had been re-
cently sold. In those cases,
extra efforts were made to
confirm that the person
did own property in Dubai,
including combing through
real-estate transactions and
rental databases.

IRSA
releases
211,000
ClUSecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on  Tuesday  released
217,000 cusecs water from
various rim stations with
inflow of 239,700 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level
in River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1470.00 feet and
was 72.00 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
61,200 cusecs and 60,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam was 1173.30
feet, which was 123.30 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was
recorded 63,900 cusecs and
42,000 cusecs respective-
ly. The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu
and Sukkur was recorded
as 130,200, 68,100, 43,800
and 13,500 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from Riv-
er Kabul, a total of 80,400
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 19,700
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala. —APP

‘Genetic
testing’
awareness
for public can
fight medical

complications

ISLAMABAD: Health ex-
pert Tuesday stressed for
art of genetic testing facil-
ities and media drives for
public awareness to combat
rare diseases as largely ne-
glected genetic diseases
are responsible for 70 per
cent deaths of infants in
Pakistan. “The genetic dis-
eases are, in most cases,
serious, chronic, debilitat-
ing and life-threatening,
often requiring long and
specialized treatments,”
Dr Riffat Ahmad Assistant
Prof Jamia Karachi said
while talking to a Private
news channel. She ex-
plained that Pakistan was
a highly inbred communi-
ty with cousin marriages
and same caste marriages,
adding, it is imperative
that awareness on genet-
ic diseases is raised at
every level. She also un-
derscored the importance
of research and awareness
in reducing the incidence
of genetic disorders in Pa-
kistan. Prof Dr Riffat also
shed light on the compli-
cations of hemophilia, an
inherited genetic disorder
that inhibits the body’s
ability to form blood clots
effectively. - APP
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IED blast kills
five in South
Waziristan

PESHAWAR: At least five
people from the same family
including women were killed
when a improvised explosive
device (IED) blast occurred
inside a house in South Wa-
ziristan on Tuesday morning.
According to police the inci-
dent took place in TangiBad-
inzai area of Laddha tehsil in
South Waziristan where the
blast of an IED killed five
family members. The initial
reports said two women were
among those killed in the
blast. The family had shifted
to the house some days back.
Police said the house was
rented out to an Afghan
national, adding that fre-
quent visits of suspected
people to the house were
witnessed by the locals. Po-
lice asserted that the blast
was most probably a result
of accidental flareup of the
explosives stored inside
the house. Those killed in
the blast were identified
as Banot Khan, his wife,
daughter, son Shahzeb and
another unidentified child.
Police have started a thor
ough investigation into the
incident. - APP

US
Ambassador
calls on law
minister

DNA

ISLAMABAD: US Ambas-
sador Donald Blome met
today with the Minister of
Law and Justice and Human
Rights AzamNazeerTarar
to discuss a broad range of
issues important to the bi-
lateral relationship, includ-
ing judicial independence,
upholding human rights,
and strengthening the rule
of law. Ambassador Blome
expressed U.S. support for
Pakistan’s democracy and
continued economic, politi-
cal, and social development.

J. Kayani
suspects state
institutions
leaked judges’
data

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: As the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) initi-
ated contempt proceedings
on a smear social media
campaign against senior
judges, Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani remarked on
Tuesday either the “state
institutions might have
leaked confidential data or
their system was hacked”.
An THC larger bench - led
by Justice Kayani and com-
prising Justice Tariq Me-
hmoodJahangiri and Justice
SardarEjazlshag Khan —
commenced contempt of
court proceedings on smear
social campaign media
against Justice Babar Sattar.
The high court had formed
two separate benches on
the issue on May 8 after
Justice Sattar and Justice
Kayani wrote to IHC Chief
Justice  Aamer Farooq,
seeking contempt proceed-
ings against those involved
in leaking personal details
and running malicious cam-
paign on social media. Ad-
dressing the state counsel,
Justice Kayani remarked
that they were going to in-
itiate a contempt of court
proceeding in the case.

KP governor
invites CM
for dinner

DNA

MULTAN: Willing to bury
the hatchet following a ver-
bal spat with the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chief minis-
ter, Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi stated on Tuesday
he held everyone in high
esteem and he would like to
invite KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur for dinner.
While interacting with re-
porters on Tuesday, Kundi
said that being a public
governor, he was willing to
personally visit the leader
of every political group in
larger public interest.

The governor called on
all political parties to sit
together to deal with the
situation in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, emphasising that
verbal duel might wait, but
the delivery of public ser-
vice should be prioritised.

Ishaq Dar calls for elevating
Pakistan-China relations

Senator Dar reaffirmed Pakistan’s firm support to China on its core issues
while Minister Liu expressed China’s support for Pakistan’s sovereignty,
territorial integrity and high-quality socioeconomic development

ForeiGN DEsk

BEIJING: Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar held a
luncheon meeting with Chairman of China
International Development Cooperation
Agency (CIDCA) Luo Zhaohui in Beijing.
The two sides discussed CIDCA’s various
projects for the socioeconomic devel-
opment of Pakistan, especially Gwadar.
They also discussed the development of
the New Gwadar International Airport,
which is expected to be completed and
inaugurated this year.

Deputy Prime Minister appreciated CI-
DCA’s pivotal role in China’s support
for development projects in developing
countries including Pakistan. Chairman
CIDCA expressed commitment to ear-
ly implementation of CIDCA projects,
which would give boost to the mutual
vision of upgraded version of CPEC.
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ish-
aq Dar today met with Minister of the In-
ternational Department of the Communist
Party of China (IDCPC), Liu Jianchao in

BEIJING: Meeting of Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
with Minister of the International Department of the
Communist Party of China (IDCPC). — DNA

Beijing. They discussed the longstanding
cooperation and exchanges between the po-
litical parties of Pakistan and the Commu-

nist Party of China. Senator Dar reaffirmed
Pakistan’s firm support to China on its core
issues while Minister Liu expressed Chi-

na’s support for Pakistan’s sovereignty,
territorial integrity and high-quality soci-
oeconomic development.

The two leaders also reaffirmed the im-
portance of the All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership between Paki-
stan and China and to further reinforce
mutually beneficial collaboration. They
also expressed joint determination to
accelerate progress on all CPEC projects
including ML-I upgradation, Gwadar Port
and KKH realignment.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister expressed condolences and
shock over Chinese casualties in the hei-
nous Shangla attack. He reiterated Paki-
stan’s firm resolve to counter terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations and to
bring perpetrators of the Shangla attack
to justice. He underlined the measures
taken by Pakistan to ensure enhanced
security of Chinese projects, personnel
and institutions in Pakistan.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister formally invited Liu Jianchao to
visit Pakistan to co-chair the next meet-
ing of CPEC Joint Consultative Mecha-
nism of Political Parties this year.

(zaza ceasefire talks stalled
due to Rafah offensive: Qatar

NEews DESk

DOHA: Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani says indirect negotiations between
the Palestinian resistance group Hamas and Israel over a
ceasefire in Gaza and the exchange of captives have hit a
snag due to the regime’s aggression in the southern bor-
der city of Rafah. “Especially in the past few weeks, we
have seen some momentum building but unfortunately,
things didn’t move in the right direction and right now we
are in a status of almost a stalemate. Of course, what hap-
pened with Rafah sent us backward,” Sheikh Mohammed
said at an economic forum in Doha on Tuesday.

He noted that his Persian Gulf country would keep working
to resolve the stalemate. “We make it very clear for everyone:
our job is limited to our mediation,” Sheikh Mohammed said.
“That’s what we will do, that what we will continue to do.” He
pointed out that the fundamental difference between the two
parties was over the release of captives and ending the sev-
en-month Gaza conflict. “There is one party that wants to end
the war and then talk about the hostages and there is another
party who wants the hostages and wants to continue the war.
As long as there is not any commonality between those two
things it won’t get us to a result,” the Qatari prime minister
said. Negotiations over a potential ceasefire in the Gaza war

come amid signs that Israel is preparing for a full-scale
assault on Rafah in southern Gaza, where more than
a million displaced Palestinians have taken refuge. Is-
rael believes thousands of Hamas fighters are inside
the city, along with potentially dozens of captives.
Such an incursion would put hundreds of thousands of lives
at risk and be a huge blow to the aid operations of the entire
territory, the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs said on Friday. Israel launched its
atrocious onslaught against the Gaza Strip, targeting hos-
pitals, residences, and houses of worship since Palestinian
resistance movements launched a surprise attack, dubbed
Operation al-Aqsa Storm, against the usurping regime on
October 7. At least 35,173 Palestinians have been Kkilled,
most of them women and children, and another 79,061
individuals have sustained injuries. More than 1.7 million
people have been internally displaced during the war as
well. Meanwhile, The Palestine Red Crescent Society has
warned of the deteriorating humanitarian conditions in the
Gaza Strip as a result of the Israeli ongoing closure of the
crossings, after taking control of the Rafah crossing and
closing it completely. The Society said, in a statement on
Tuesday, that the continued closure of the crossings, es-
pecially the key Rafah crossing which is the main passage
for humanitarian aid delivery in the Strip, portends an
imminent humanitarian and health catastrophe.

Pakistan rejects anti-Pakistan
rhetoric of Indian leadership

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Tuesday urged the Indian pol-
iticians to cease dragging Pakistan into their domestic
politics for electoral gains and to handle sensitive strate-
gic matters with the utmost caution. “We call upon the in-
ternational community to take note of Indian leadership’s
belligerent rhetoric, which poses a grave threat to regional
peace and stability,” Spokesperson Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, said in a press statement, in re-
sponse to media queries regarding a series of Pakistan-re-
lated remarks made recently by the Indian Prime Minister,
External Affairs Minister and other cabinet members. The
spokesperson said that they were witnessing an alarming
surge in anti-Pakistan rhetoric from various Indian leaders
amidst the ongoing Lok Sabha election campaign. “We
outrightly reject these irresponsible statements, which
cover a wide array of topics including the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, counter-terrorism efforts, state of bi-
lateral relations, and nuclear capabilities,” it was added.

Chabahar deal
US warns India
of ‘sanctions’

WASHINGTON: United States State Department
has warned India with “potential risk of sanctions”
after it inked a 10-year deal with Iran, taking over
operations at the Chabahar port. In a press brief-
ing in Washington on Monday, State Department
Spokesperson Vedant Patel said: “.. any entity,
anyone considering business deals with Iran, they
need to be aware of the potential risk that they are
opening themselves up to and the potential risk of
sanctions.” He reiterated that the US’s sanctions on
Iran remain in place and Washington will “continue
to enforce them”. Patel maintained that the risk of
sanctions also applies on Indian firms. — Agencies

Japanese singer presents a
mesmerizing performance

MEenTtaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: A special event featuring a performance
by young Japanese musician Kenta Shoji was held at
the residence of H.E. Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan on Tuesday, attended by a
number of guests and music lovers.

As the event started, Mr. KENTA first mesmerised the
audience with his mastery over playing the piano which
was followed by captivating songs that he sung in Japanese,

English and Urdu language . The singer from Kyoto, Japan,
took the audience by surprise when he sang popular Paki-
stani hits by Vital Sign “DilDil Pakistan” and “Aitebar”and
received a great applause from each one the attendees.
Mr. Kenta started playing the piano at the age of 20.
He has produced a wide range of vocal/piano songs
covering his favourite genres of music such as Soul,
R&B, Rock, Pop and Jazz.

In 2022, he launched his album “Skip”. The following year
he started travelling around the world performing his mu-
sic on the streets and at various live music events.

Georgian parliament
approves divisive
‘foreign agents’ bill

TBILISI: The Georgian parliament on Tuesday approved
in the third and final reading a divisive bill that sparked
weeks of mass protests, with critics seeing it as a threat
to democratic freedoms and the country’s aspirations to
join the European Union. The bill requires media and
nongovernmental organizations and other nonprofits to
register as “pursuing the interests of a foreign power” if
they receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad.
The government says the bill is necessary to stem what
it deems as harmful foreign influence over the country’s
politics and to prevent unspecified foreign actors from
trying to destabilize it. The opposition has denounced
the bill as “the Russian law,” because Moscow uses sim-
ilar legislation to crack down on independent news me-
dia, nonprofits and activists critical of the Kremlin. Mass
protests against the law in recent weeks have swept the
South Caucasus nation of 3.7 million.

European Council President Charles Michel on Tuesday
spoke of Georgia in Copenhagen, at a conference on de-
mocracy, and said that “if they want to join the EU, they
have to respect the fundamental principles of the rule
of law and the democratic principles.” The bill is nearly
identical to one that the governing Georgian Dream party
was pressured to withdraw last year after street protests.
Renewed demonstrations have rocked Georgia for weeks,
with demonstrators scuffling with police, who used tear
gas and water cannons to disperse the crowds. Georgian
President Salome Zourabichvili, who is increasingly at odds
with the governing party, has vowed to veto the law, but
Georgian Dream has a majority sufficient to override a
presidential veto. As the lawmakers began debating the
bill on Tuesday, a large crowd of demonstrators gath-
ered in front of the parliament to protest once again,
with a heavy presence of riot police at the site. Over
the weekend, thousands poured into the streets of the
Georgian capital Thilisi, and many stayed in front of
the parliament until Monday morning. - Agencies

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Italian Secre-
tary General of Defence and
National Armaments Direc-
tor, Lieutenant General Lu-
ciano PORTOLANO called
on Secretary Ministry of De-
fence Production, Lieutenant
General (R) Muhammad Chi-
raghHaider here on Tuesday.
On the occasion, the secre-
tary highlighted that Paki-
stan attached great impor-
tance to its relations with
Italy, a news release said.
He appreciated the Italian
Defence Industrial potential
and its ability to address
needs of the Pakistani de-
fence forces. Lieutenant Gen-
eral (R) Muhammad Chiragh-
Haider also emphasized that
Pakistan had a lot of potential
in the fields of energy and
defence production with the
possibility of joint ventures
which needs to be explored.
Both the sides stressed on
the need to have a regular
exchange of high-level visits
between both countries.

Putin to pay
state visit
to China

MOSCOW: At the invita-
tion of Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin will
pay a state visit to China
from May 16 to 17, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry an-
nounced on Tuesday, with
analysts from the two coun-
tries saying that the visit
will have strategic signifi-
cance for not only the two
major powers, but also the
world amid turbulence and
profound changes. This is
Putin’s first state visit after
he was sworn in as Russian
president for a new term,
Wang Wenbin, a foreign
ministry spokesperson, told
a regular press briefing.

As this year marks the 75th
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic re-
lations between China and
Russia, during the visit, Xi
and Putin will exchange
views on bilateral relations,
cooperation in  various
fields, and international and
regional issues of common
concern, Wang said.

He added that China will
release relevant informa-
tion on this visit in a timely
manner. Chinese experts
said that Putin’s decision to
choose China as the desti-
nation of his first state visit
after his reelection is not a
surprise, and this shows that
Moscow attaches great im-
portance to further develop-
ing its strategic partnership
with China. - Agencies

. MURREE-
RKLE
ot 2—T7g

e g Waler

Adeel Butt

Qaiser Waheed
03334131756 03325808422

WATER TASTES BESI

IN GLASS!!

Riaz Muhammad
0335 5111043

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad Ph: 051-2266165,

Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com



