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KP govt furious 
as CM not invited 
to SIFC meeting

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Blaming the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)-led federal 
government for making “biased moves”, 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government 
expressed displeasure for not getting an 
invitation for the upcoming apex commit-
tee’s session of the Special Investment 
Facilitation Council (SIFC). Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif summoned the SIFC’s 
session at 11:45am on May 25 (Saturday), 
however, it emerged that KP Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur was not invited to 
the forthcoming meeting. Chief ministers 
of other provinces — Punjab, Sindh and 
Balochistan — have been invited to the 
SIFC session, however, CM Gandapur was 
not given a formal invitation to attend it. 

Continued on Page 06

Abu Dhabi: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and President of UAE H.H Sheikh 
Muhammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan meet in Abu Dhabi. – DNA

“Fake Form 47 govt” exhibited bias 
towards province, pushing country 

into provincialism, says KP govt’s spox

Session on May 25

Briefs

Business friendly 
policies ensuring 
private sector’s 

development: PM
DNA

DUBAI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif Thurs-
day said the government’s business friendly poli-
cies and its support to the foreign investors were 
yielding positive results in promoting the private 
sector’s development and attracting foreign invest-
ment. He said the government was taking steps 
on priority to increase foreign direct investment 
in Pakistan. The prime minister was talking to Di-
rector General of Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
Mohammed Saif Al Suwaidi, who called on him. 
In the meeting, the two leaders discussed ways to 
promote cooperation between Pakistan and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The prime minister, 
who was on a daylong visit to the UAE, highlighted 
the reforms and actions taken by the government 
to ensure economic stability in Pakistan. He said 
the two countries enjoyed brotherly relations that 
spanned over decades, and thanked the UAE leader-
ship, particularly Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, for their support during challenging times. 

Continued on Page 06

UAE president 
announces $10bn 
investment in Pak

DNA
DUBAI: In a major development, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has announced allocating $10 billion for more invest-
ments in Pakistan, the Prime Minister’s Office said Thursday, 
as the cash-strapped South Asian nation seeks foreign influx of 
cash amid financial straits. The move came during Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif’s meeting with UAE President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi, the capital of 
the Gulf state, where the premier is on a day-long visit. The 
decision has been take “to strengthen the Pakistani econ-
omy, support it, and enhance cooperation between the two 
countries”, UAE’s WAM news agency reported. Pakistan 
is seeking investment from brotherly nations to boost its 
economy as the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N)-led government explores avenues to boost reserves 
and reduce high inflation. Saudi Arabia, as per federal 
ministers, has also pledged to expedite $5 billion in in-
vestment, while the kingdom’s foreign minister said last 
month that Riyadh would be “moving ahead significantly” 
to invest in projects in Pakistan.  Earlier today in his maid-
en visit as elected prime minister, Shehbaz Sharif also 
told an event that Pakistan is seeking collaboration with 
friendly nations as “gone are the days” when officials will 
visit brotherly countries with begging bowls. “Gone are 
the days that I will go to our brotherly countries with begging 
bowl. I have broken that bowl,” the premier said. The coun-
try’s total foreign exchange reserves stand at a comfortable 
position of $14.5 billion, as of May 17, while the State Bank 
of Pakistan-held reserves are at 9.15 billion after a meagre 
increase. Pakistan also last month completed a short-term 
$3 billion programme, which helped stave off sovereign 
default, but the government of Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Continued on Page 06

Premier’s Abu Dhabi visit bears fruit as 
Shehbaz Sharif says “begging bowl broken”

PM to visit 
China in first 
week of June
During the visit he will 
meet the top Chinese 
leadership including 
President Xi Jinping

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif is ex-
pected to travel to China 
in the first week of June as 
part of his government’s 
efforts to seek greater co-
operation from Beijing to 
pull the country out of eco-
nomic troubles. This will 
be Shehbaz’s first visit to 
Beijing since he returned to 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
after the February 8 elec-
tions. Official sources said 
that the prime minister will 
kick off his three day trip to 
China from June 4. During 
the visit he will meet the 
top Chinese leadership in-
cluding President Xi Jinping. 

Continued on Page 06

Govt blocks 
over 11,000 
SIMs so far
“FBR is committed to 

promote tax compliance 
and tax culture,”  
says spoxperson

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to 
promote tax compliance 
and tax culture, more 
than 11,000 mobile phone 
SIMs of non-filers have 
been blocked so far across 
the country, confirmed a 
spokesperson of the Feder-
al Board of Revenue (FBR) 
on Thursday. In a state-
ment, the spokesperson of 
the tax collection body said: 
“11,252 SIMs have been 
blocked as of May 22 under 
Income Tax General Or-
der.” “The FBR is commit-
ted to promoting tax com-
pliance and tax culture.”

Continued on Page 06

News Desk

MASHHAD: Iran’s late President Ebrahim Raisi was laid to 
rest in his hometown of Mashhad that hosts the holy shrine 
of the eighth Shia imam, Imam Reza (AS). The body of 
Raisi arrived in Mashhad on Thursday morning, with huge 
crowds of people gathering for his funeral procession that 
reached Imam Reza’s holy shrine where the late president 
was laid to rest. According to Mohammad-Reza Ghalandar, 
the mayor of Mashhad, an estimated three million people 
have taken part in the mourning ceremony, including those 
from other Iranian cities as well as neighboring countries 
of Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Turkiye.  Millions of 
people in Iran’s Khorasan Razavi Province have gathered 
to bid farewell to President Ebrahim Raeisi and two of his 
companions who embraced martyrdom in a tragic helicop-
ter crash in the country’s northwestern province of East 
Azarbaijan. Weeping mourners in black attire warmly wel-
comed the coffins of Raeisi and his associates after they 
arrived at the Hashemi Nejad International Airport in 

Continued on Page 06

Iran’s ‘Martyr’ 
FM laid to rest

Agencies 
TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian has been buried south of Tehran following 
days of funeral processions which were attended by 
millions of mourners in several cities. Amir-Abdolla-
hian lost his life in a helicopter crash in northwest 
Iran on Sunday along with seven other passengers 
and crew including President Ebrahim Raeisi. Tens 
of thousands of mourners gathered in the town of 
Shahr-Rey in Tehran province on Thursday for a 
funeral ceremony, which ended in his burial in the 
shrine of Shah Abdolazim. Acting Foreign Minister 

Continued on Page 06

President Raeisi laid to 
rest at Imam Reza shrine

Millions of people in Iran’s Khorasan Razavi Province have 
gathered to bid farewell to President Ebrahim Raeisi and two of his 
companions who embraced martyrdom in a tragic helicopter crash

In meeting with PM Shehbaz

Bill against dual 
citizenship of govt 

officials lands in NA
JUI-F MNA Noor Alam Khan submits 

amendment bill to NA Secretariat
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: A lawmaker has submitted a 
bill in the National Assembly (NA) against 
dual citizenship of government officers, 
claiming that they escape accountability af-
ter fleeing to foreign nations post-retirement.
The amendment bill was submitted by Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) lawmaker Noor 
Alam Khan to the NA Secretariat on Thurs-
day. It stated that an individual holding dual 
nationality or foreign citizenship should 
not be given right to be appointed as a civil 
servant. A document obtained by Geo News 
showed that MNA Noor sought changes in 
the Civil Servants Act, 1973’s Section 5, 
calling it “Civil Servants (Amendment) Bill, 
2024”. “Provided that a civil servant holding 
dual nationality or citizenship of any foreign 
country shall not be entitled for appoint-
ment,” it read. Elaborating on reasons behind 
seeking the modification, he stated: “Gov-
ernment servants must have their stakes in 

Continued on Page 06

Iddat case 
Verdict on May 29
PTI founder, wife challenged the 

conviction in un-Islamic nikah 
case in an Islamabad court

Court Reporter 
ISLAMABAD: A district and sessions 
court in Islamabad on Thursday re-
served its verdict on the pleas filed by 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder 
Imran Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi in 
the un-Islamic nikah case. Judge Shah-
rukh Arjumand, who heard the case, 
reserved the verdict before leaving the 
courtroom for his chamber. The judge 
will pronounce the court’s decision on 
May 29. The verdict was reserved af-
ter the court heard arguments of law-
yers from both sides. Salman Akram 

Continued on Page 06

PTI stands firm  
against political 

persecution: Omar 
Political interference by 

an institution hurting 
nation, says Ayub

Staff Report 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’s Party 
(PTI) leader Omar Ayub has said the 
opposition stands firm against polit-
ical persecution. “If Hammad Azhar 
and Mian Aslam Iqbal are arrested, 

Continued on Page 06

JAC team 
calls on 
JI emir

JI urges govt to 
withdraw Punjab 
Defamation Bill 

DNA
LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi Emir Hafiz Naeemur 
Rehman has vehemently 
rejected ‘The Punjab Defa-
mation Bill 2024’ passed by 
the Punjab Assembly earli-
er this week.  Speaking 
to media in Mansoora on 
Thursday, the JI emir said 
the government wanted to 
forcibly control the peo-
ple. Earlier, a delegation 
of Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) called on him to ex-
press the reservations of 
media fraternity over the 
defamation bill.  The meet-
ing was attended by CPNE 
President Irshad Arif, La-
hore Press Club President 
Arshad Ansari, Dunya Me-
dia Group Managing Direc-
tor Naveed Kashif, former 
CPNE president Kazim 
Khan, senior journalist 
Ayaz Khan and others. 

Pakistan 
hockey team 

leaves for 
Holland

DNA 
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Hockey team has finally got 
visas of the Netherlands 
and Poland therefore the 
team will leave for the Neth-
erlands Friday morning. 
The team shall play friend-
ly and warm up matches 
in the Netherlands. The 
team is also likely to play 
against the Dutch national 
team. The team head coach 
Roelant Oltmans is already 
in the Netherlands. From 
the Netherlands the team 
shall depart for Poland 
where it will take part in 
the Nationals Cup. The Pa-
kistan team has to win the 
Nations Cup in order to im-
prove its ranking and qual-
ify for future mega events.
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Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chan-
cellor AIR University Air 
Marshal Abdul Moaeed 
Khan HI(M)  has said that 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry is 
playing a significant role 
in the promotion of Aca-
demia-Industry linkages 
which is the dire need of 
the hour for the economic 
stability of the country.
Talking to Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
who called on him while 
leading an ICCI delegation 
here on Thursday he said 
that promotion of entre-
preneurship among the 
youth will definitely yield 
fruits for the advancement 
of businesses in the coun-
try and thereafter meeting 
the much needed require-
ment of Foreign Direct In-

vestments.
On the occasion both the 
AIR University and ICCI 
inked a Memorandum of 
Understanding ( MoU 
) under which later will 
provide incubation and 
Research facilities to the 
students of AIR University 
to instil entrepreneurship  
skills among them. More-

over, both sides will also 
promote and project the 
importance of Corporate 
Social Responsibilities ( 
CSR ) for the benefit of 
the business community 
as well as the general pub-
lic.
President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Ahsan Zafar 

Bakhtawari while mention-
ing the achievements of 
the ICCI in promotion of 
industry-academia linkag-
es for ease of doing busi-
ness in the country and 
pulling the country out 
of the existing economic 
mess said that ICCI doors 
are always open for this 
noble cause.

He said that ICCI consid-
ers it a matter of pride for 
it that it is playing the role 
of a bridge between the 
business community and 
the government for achiev-
ing the greater objective 
of making the country an 
economic hub.
Former President ICCI 
Zafar Bakhtawari un-
derlined the need to 
overcome the negativity 
against the business com-
munity in the country 
and asserted that success 
stories of the key busi-
nessmen of the country 
must be made part of the 
syllabus to encourage the 
youth to become good job 
providers instead of job 
seekers. 
On this occasion ICCI 
executive member Ch. 
Maqsood Tabish, Ch. 
Mohammad Ali and mem-
bers Adnan Mukhtar Zia 
Chaudhry were also pres-
ent. 

ICCI-AIR University ink MoU to   
promote industry-academia linkage

US, Sindh Govt launch $9 mn 
initiative to combat Tuberculosis 

DNA

Karachi: U.S. Ambassador 
to Pakistan Donald Blome, and 
Sindh Minister for Health and 
Population Dr. Azra Fazal Pe-
chuho launched a collaborative 
initiative aimed at addressing 
tuberculosis (TB), a significant 
health challenge in Pakistan. This 
joint effort between the United 
States and Pakistan signifies a cru-
cial step forward in combating this 
disease Funded by the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development 
(USAID), the newly launched 
program, named the Tuberculo-
sis Local Organization Network 
(TB-LON), is an investment of $9 
million over five years. Its primary 
goal is to provide expert guidance 
and resources for Pakistan to ef-
fectively tackle TB. Through direct 
engagement with affected commu-
nities and individuals, the program 
will tailor solutions to meet specif-
ic needs. TB-LON will treat more 
TB cases in Sindh and significantly 
reduce the number of people af-
fected by the disease. Ambassa-
dor Blome emphasized the strong 
partnership between the U.S. and 
the Sindh government stating, 
“Tuberculosis is not just a disease 
affecting millions in Pakistan; it’s 
an illness that disrupts lives, live-
lihoods, and communities. Paki-
stan ranks fifth among countries 
with the highest rate of TB, but I 
am proud to say, we are changing 
that with this groundbreaking $9 
million initiative that will provide 
expert guidance and resources to 
help eradicate TB, exemplifying 

our constant commitment to 
the resilient people of Sindh.”  
Dr. Pechuho expressed appre-
ciation for the ongoing support 
from the U.S. government and 
reaffirmed the Sindh govern-
ment’s commitment to enhanc-

ing healthcare services. “We are 
confident that our joint efforts 
in addressing critical health 
challenges will bring a positive 
change in the lives of people of 
Sindh,” she added, emphasizing 
the importance of joint efforts in 

addressing critical health chal-
lenges. Despite being prevent-
able and treatable, TB remains 
the world’s leading infectious 
disease killer, sickening 10.6 mil-
lion people and taking 1.3 million 
lives annually and Pakistan ranks 

fifth amongst high TB burden 
countries. USAID leads the U.S. 
government’s global TB efforts, 
working with partners around 
the world including Pakistan, 
on the shared goals of reaching 
every person with TB, curing 

those in need of treatment, and 
preventing the spread of new 
infections. USAID prioritizes 
local community involvement, 
recognizing its critical role in en-
suring sustainable and effective 
outcomes.

Plantation of canopy trees vital to 
control temperature, air pollution

PESHAWAR: Assembled un-
der a Shisham tree for col-
lective meal after crushing 
of wheat, Kamal Ali along 
with his brothers and fellow 
farmers were seen sewing 
wheat sacks by using shads 
of canopy trees to avoid 
scorching heat. Repeatedly 
asking his brothers and co 
labourers to hurry up to sew 
all 100 bags and shift it to 
godwon at home before sun-
set at village Mohib Banda 
Nowshera, Kamal told APP 
that trees plantations was 
the hobby of his late father 
Hamyun Khan and today 
his love for trees is greatly 
help protect them from the 
sizzling heat. Followed the 
footprints of his father, the 
motivated farmer had plant-
ed 500 Shisham saplings on 
my farm lands keeping in 
view of its enermous ben-
efits especially averting of 

heat in Pakistan. Pakistan 
is a unique country in South 
Asia blessed with numer-
ous varieties of indigenous 
tall canopy trees including 
Shisham extremely bene-
ficial to increase chances 
of rains besides mitigat-
ing the adverse effects 
of climate change, global 
warming and air pollution. 
An abode to world tallest 
shady trees mostly found 
in Hamalya, Karakuram to 
Hindokush mountains rang-
es, Pakistan’s coastal areas 
of Karachi and Gwadar, 
alpine pasture Malakand, 
Hazara, Muree, AJK and 
GB beside arid zones of DI 
Khan, DG Khan, Cholistan, 
Bahawalpur and Tharpark-
er, are acting as purifiers 
of environment by signifi-
cantly enhancing chances 
of rain, producing oxygen, 
absorbing carbon dioxide, 

controlling temperature 
and air pollution in the 
country. The national tree 
of Pakistan, Deodar and oth-
er famous species including 
Kail, Spruce and Walnut are 
being found in relatively 
cold climate areas of Swat, 
Chital, Kohistan, Dir, Gilgit 
Baltistan and AJK whereas 
Punjab and KP are the ep-
icenters of native Shisham, 
Siris, Pipal, Bakin, Amaltas, 
Willow,  Poplar, Mulberry, 
Phulai, Alstona, Kachnar, 
Bottle Brush, Gul e Nashtar 
and Jaman. Kikar, Neem, 
Beera at Sindh and man-
groves at coastal areas of Ka-
rachi, Thatta and Balochistan 
and  endangered juniper 
trees at Ziarat near Quetta 
are easiest sources to coun-
terbalance growing effects 
of climate change and air 
pollution besides bolstering 
chances of rains in Pakistan. 

“Pakistan is bestowed with 
more than 200 native trees 
and nine different forest eco-
logical systems hardly found 
in any other country of 
world,” Muhammad Tehma-
sip, former Project Direc-
tor, PTI Government’s Bil-
lions Trees Afforestration 
Project (BTAP) told APP. 
He said, “one healthy shady 
tree provides oxygen to two 
to four persons and 1075 
plants on one hectare land 
absorb six to eight tons car-
bon dioxide on daily basis.” 
“Trees are a main source of 
absorbing carbon dioxide 
and producing oxygen for 
people and bolstering chanc-
es of rains,” he said. Due to 
increase in global warming, 
he said, change had been wit-
nessed in normal patterns of 
rains in recent years across 
the globe including Paki-
stan.—APP

Technology- a catalyst for 
sustainable development

LAHORE: The integration of technology across various sectors serves as a catalyst for sustainable development, econom-
ic growth, and social transformation. Kyrgyzstan’s Honorary Consul  Meher Kashif Younis expressed these views while talking 
to reporters here on Thursday.  He added that technology for development was crucial for Pakistan striving to accelerate its 
progress and enhance quality of life. In today’s rapidly evolving economic landscape, technology serves as a crucial driver of 
growth, fostering business transformation and creating development opportunities. Its positive impacts include productivity 
enhancement, market expansion and GDP growth, he explained. Meher Kashif said that one of Pakistan’s greatest assets is 
young and dynamic population, constituting almost 64 per cent of the total population, asserting that one of the primary areas 
where technology can make a significant impact is education.  “With a substantial portion of the population residing in rural are-
as with limited access to quality education, e-learning platforms and digital classrooms can bridge the gap. These technological 
parks can provide students with access to a wealth of resources and skilled educators, irrespective of their geographic location,” 
he remarked. The Kyrgyz Honorary Consul cited that in agriculture, technology can revolutionize farming practices through 
precision agriculture, drone surveillance, and smart irrigation systems. These advancements can increase crop yields, optimize 
resource use, and mitigate the impacts of climate change. Given that a significant portion of Pakistan’s population relies on 
agriculture for their livelihood, these improvements can have a profound economic and social impact. He was of the view that 
adopting the new technology for development was not just an option but a necessity for Pakistan. “By leveraging technological 
advancements, we can foster inclusive growth in all sectors especially in healthcare, improve public services, and enhance 
overall national development in every sphere of life”. Meher Kashif Younis said fostering a robust tech-driven entrepreneurial 
ecosystem could stimulate job creation and innovation. Supporting startups and tech enterprises through favorable policies, 
incubation centers, and access to funding can position Pakistan as a hub for technological innovation in the region.—DNA

Tank’s Rescue 
1122 launches 

awareness drive 
DERA ISMAIL KHAN, 
:The district Tank’s emer-
gency service-Rescue 1122 
has launched an awareness 
campaign to educate peo-
ple about precautionary 
measures against heat-
stroke and the adverse 
effects of extreme heat. 
According to the spokes-
man, the awareness drive 
has been launched in line 
with Director General Res-
cue 1122 Dr. Muhammad 
Ayaz Khan and Director 
Operations South Imran 
Yusufzai under the supervi-
sion of District Emergency 

Officer Engineer Waqas 
Alam, across the district. In 
this regard, the spokesman 
added various measures 
are being taken to educate 
the public through this 
campaign. Pamphlets and 
brochures are being dis-
tributed, a door-to-door 
campaign and communi-
ty-based efforts are under-
way. Similarly, he said that 
social media platforms 
were also being utilized to 
safeguard lives of people 
by spreading awareness 
about the heatstroke. He 
said that Rescue 1122 
ambulances are equipped 

with ORS, cold water, and 
other essential medicines 
to provide immediate as-
sistance in case of such 
emergencies. Moreover, 
the public has been ad-
vised to drink plenty of 
water, stay in shaded and 
cool places, wear loose 
and light clothing, and 
avoid unnecessary expo-
sure to the sun. It has also 
asked people if it was nec-
essary to go outside then 
cover their head with a wet 
cloth. Rescue 1122 urges 
the public to call 1122 for 
free emergency assistance 
in case of any emergency.

Traffic police 
in action 
against 

two stroke 
rickshaws

PESHAWAR: The city 
traffic police have started 
a crackdown against two-
stroke rickshaws in the dis-
trict and impounded around 
500 such three-wheelers to 
ease the traffic chaos and 
disorder. According to traf-
fic police, these rickshaws 
were not being allowed 
renewal of permit and reg-
istration for the last many 
years adding that most of 
these rickshaws were ply-
ing on roads without valid 
and proper documents. Be-
sides, the traffic police said 
these two-stroke rickshaws 
were also a main source of 
noise and air pollution and 
created traffic problems in 
the city. Most of the drivers 
of these rickshaws apply lu-
bricants in their fuel tanks 
that result in smoke emis-
sions and have a bad impact 
on the city’s environment. 
Adding his comments, 
the SP Traffic Peshawar 
said a seven-point agenda 
was signed between the 
rickshaw union and traffic 
police in 2022 to gradu-
ally shift from two-stroke 
rickshaws to four-stroke 
that are less hazardous to 
the environment. However, 
with the passage of time 
rather than a decrease in 
such rickshaws, its number 
was further increased caus-
ing problems in streamlin-
ing the traffic flow and dis-
cipline. The traffic police 
said around 500 two-stroke 
rickshaws having no proper 
documents have been im-
pounded and the campaign 
would continue till achiev-
ing the desired goal.—APP

PEB 
Intermediate 
exam starts

PESHAWAR: The exam-
ination of intermediate 
started under Peshawar 
Education Board (PEB) 
on Thursday and would 
continue till July 05. Ac-
cording to PEB, as many 
as 125,466 students in-
cluding 43,675 female 
students would appear in 
the exams. A total 63,402 
students would appear 
in intermediate examina-
tion part-I  and 62,064 in 
part-II, in Peshawar.  The 
PEB set up a total 401 
examination halls. The 
administrative officers of 
District Administration 
Peshawar visited exami-
nation centers here and 
discussed arrangements 
with the teachers on duty 
in the examination halls. 
They encouraged teachers 
and invigilators to discour-
age cheating practices and 
take strict action.—APP

KP IGP 
suspends 

SHO 
PESHAWAR: Inspector 
General of Police Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Akhtar 
Hayat Khan Gandapur on 
Thursday ordered the sus-
pension of SHO Gulbahar 
Shakirullah Afridi for misbe-
having with senior journalist 
Saiful Islam Safi and putting 
him behind bars despite 
proving his identity. The 
IGP issued the instruction 
of suspension of the SHO 
in a meeting with President 
Peshawar Press Club Arshad 
Aziz Malik here at the Cen-
tral Police Office. The latter 
conveyed the resentment of 
the journalist community 
over the unfortunate inci-
dent.—APP

Ambassador Blome emphasized the strong partnership between the U.S. and the Sindh government stating, “Tuberculo-
sis is not just a disease affecting millions in Pakistan; it’s an illness that disrupts lives, livelihoods, and communities

Peshawar Zoo, WWF 
Pakistan collaborate 

PESHAWAR: On the occasion of International Biodiversity Day 2024, Peshawar Zoo joined 
hands with WWF Pakistan and Pakistan youth biodiversity network to host a thought-provoking 
event aimed at promoting awareness and understanding of biodiversity conservation.  The 
event which took place at Peshawar Zoo on Thursday, brought together a diverse panel of 
experts, professionals and practitioners in the field of biodiversity and wildlife. The highlight 
of the event was a panel discussion featuring esteemed experts, academicians and wildlife 
managers who shared their deep insights on, biodiversity and its importance for the eco-
system.  The discussion delved into the theme of biodiversity day 2024 i.e.” Be part 
of the plan”, its significance in maintaining ecological balance, and the urgent need 
for conservation efforts in the face of environmental challenges. Following the panel 
discussion, a lively question-and-answer session provided attendees with the opportu-
nity to engage with the experts and further explore the complexities of biodiversity 
conservation.  The interactive session fostered a dynamic exchange of ideas and knowl-
edge, enhancing the understanding of the importance of preserving biodiversity for future 
generations. Notably, the event also welcomed students from the Pakistan Forest Institute and 
the University of Peshawar, providing them.—APP



Three-day training workshop 
herbal medicine concludes

Abid Raza

Islamabad: A three-
day training workshop on 
Regulations and Capacity 
Building in Traditional 
and Herbal Medicines 
for the Republic of Sen-
egal and OIC West Afri-
can countries concludes. 
The workshop was jointly 
organized by the COMS-
TECH (The Organization 
of the Islamic Cooperation 
Standing Committee on 
Scientific and Technolog-
ical Cooperation) and the 
National Academy of Sci-
ence & Technology Sene-
gal (ANSTS) at ANSTS in 
Dakar, Senegal.  Through 
a message, Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Iqbal Chaudhary, 
Coordinator General of 
COMSTECH, highlighted 

the growing trend of us-
ing traditional and herbal 
medicines in OIC member 
states, particularly in Sen-
egal. He emphasized that 
regulations are essential to 
ensure the safety, effective-
ness, and quality of these 
medicines. Prof. Chaud-
hary expressed COMS-
TECH’s commitment to 
supporting Senegal in 
drafting, finalizing, and 
promulgating legislation 
for traditional and herbal 
medicines. Prof. Dr. Ous-
mane Kane, President of 
ANSTS, delivered opening 
remarks expressing grati-
tude to COMSTECH, Pa-
kistani partners, ANSTS, 
and Senegalese partners 
for organizing the work-
shop. The Senegalese Min-
ister of Higher Education, 
Research, and Innovation 

thanked COMSTECH and 
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) for prioritizing 
traditional and herbal med-
icines. The Minister noted 
that in Senegal, 60% of pa-
tients first seek traditional 
medicines before resorting 
to allopathic treatments. 
H.E. Saima Syed, Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to Senegal, 
pledged the embassy’s full 
support to COMSTECH in 
organizing similar interven-
tions in West Africa. The 
workshop brought together 
traditional healers, Hakims 
(practitioners of tradition-
al medicine), researchers, 
academics, and scientists. 
Dr. Abdur Rashid, Consult-
ant (Health Initiatives) at 
COMSTECH, delivered a 
lecture on the global pro-
tection of traditional and 
herbal medicines.

CDA chief seeks businessmen
 role in city’s beautification

The powers of the Assistant Commissioner for removal of encroachments will be extended so that he can take 
decision on the spot. After the shift of the katchety  there is a lot of cleaning work in F8 Markaz, it will be 

improved soon, the parking problems of other centers including I8 center, Blue Area will also be solved

DNA

Islamabad: President Fed-
eration of Pakistan Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry Atif 
Ikram Shaikh met Chairman 
CDA Muhammad Ali Rand-
hawa along with his delega-
tion and  Congratulate him 
on taking charge of the post. 
Chairman CDA Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa said on this oc-
casion that he is determined 
to make the federal capital 
free from encroachments and 
will create a mechanism that 
will generate revenue. The 
powers of the Assistant Com-
missioner for removal of en-
croachments will be extended 
so that he can take decision 
on the spot. After the shift of 
the katchety  there is a lot of 
cleaning work in F8 Markaz, 
it will be improved soon, the 
parking problems of other 
centers including I8 center, 
Blue Area will also be solved. 
He said that the IT sector will 
be promoted on a priority ba-
sis. Ease of doing business 
is among my priorities. Give 
the concerns and difficul-
ties regarding plot auctions 
in writing.We are working 
on that before the auction, 
NOC Will be issued. On this 
occasion, President Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry Atif 
Ikram Sheikh said that the 

business community will play 
its pivotal role to make the 
city of Islamabad beautiful.One 
window operation is a good 
initiative for further improve-
ment, weekly meetings should 
be held and FPCCI should also 
be represented in the commit-
tees.  Atif Ikram, mentioning 
the problems faced by the busi-
ness community, said that in 

CDA auctions, 50 to 70 percent 
of the payment is made, but the 
position and location are not 
clear. The transfer of owner-
ship rights is greatly hampered, 
FAR issues should be resolved 
in industrial area,IT sector is a 
very important sector and steps 
should be taken to promote it,  
There is a need to carry out de-
velopment work after the shift 

of the katchery in the F8 Mar-
kaz. There are parking prob-
lems in other centers including 
i8 markaz, blue area and they 
should be resolved. In the dip-
lomatic enclave there are also 
many problems of transporta-
tion of goods and labor which 
should be resolved so that the 
ongoing projects there are 
not delayed. In the auction 

of the plots, the agreements 
get delayed a lot, in obtaining 
the Nadra certificate, there 
are also many difficulties to 
be faced these things should 
be speed up. The delegation 
included Chairman Capital 
Office Karim Aziz Malik, 
Chairman Coordination Malik 
Sohail Hussain,Conveyor Dip-
lomatic Committee Ahmed 

Waheed,Conveyor Police and 
Administration Committee 
Yahya Sheikh, Mian Akram 
Farid, Tariq Sadiq,President 
Rawalpindi Small Chamber 
Tariq Jadoon, Mian Shaukat 
Masood, Ijaz Abbasi, Chaudhry 
Naseer, Arif Jeewa, Sardar Ta-
hir. , Mahmoud Waraich, Ra-
faat Farid and others were also 
present there.

Currently, around 80-85 buses operate daily between Madinah 
al-Munawwarah and Makkah al-Mukarramah, covering a 450-kilome-

ter distance in approximately 8-9 hours

DNA

ISLAMABAD): Pakistan 
is utilizing a Live Bus 
GPS tracking system for 
the first time to monitor 
the movement of Hajj pil-
grims’ caravans arriving in 
Makkah after offering 40 
prayers at Masjid-e-Nabvi 
(SAW) during their eight-
day stay in Madinah. “This 
innovative approach aims 
to ensure a seamless and 
timely journey for the pil-
grims,” Incharge of the 
Madinah Departure Cell Dr 
Shahid Ur Rehman Marth 
told APP in an interview. 
A dedicated team, he said, 
of highly skilled profession-
als were monitoring the 
100 percent movement of 
each bus-caravan coming 
from Madinah, bringing 
Pakistani Hajj pilgrims to 
Makkah al Mukarramah, 

the final convergence des-
tination for the obligatory 
acts of Hajj starting from 
the 8th of Zilhajj. Currently, 
around 80-85 buses oper-
ate daily between Madi-
nah al-Munawwarah and 
Makkah al-Mukarramah, 
covering a 450-kilometer 
distance in approximately 
8-9 hours, Dr Shahid added. 
He said the live monitoring 
enabled the team to track 
the journey, including stop-
overs at Miqat Dhu al-?ulay-
fah (Masjid ash-Shajarah) 
to enter the Ihram, and the 
rest areas for prayer and 
refreshment. In case of any 
breakdown, the Incharge 
Madinah Departure Cell 
said, replacement buses 
were provided within half 
an hour to continue the 
journey uninterrupted. He 
was of the view that all Pa-
kistani Hajj pilgrims, who 
arrived at Madinah in the 

first leg of their spiritual 
journey, would be trans-
ported to Makkah by June 
1-2.  Answering a question, 
he said since May 17 as 
many as 77 ‘advanced cara-
vans’ comprising 19,118 Pa-
kistani Hujjaj have arrived 
in Makkah by Thursday 
(May 23). Upon arrival at 
their accommodations, the 
guests of Allah Almighty 
are greeted with a warm 
welcome, showered rose 
petals and presenting bou-
quets, drinks, dry fruits and 
a variety of dates. Besides, 
a gift package containing a 
parachute bag, umbrella, 
tasbeeh-counter and prayer 
mat. According to Chief 
Food Coordinator Makkah 
Abdul Wahab, the Paki-
stan Hajj Mission (PHM) 
is dedicated to extending 
all possible facilities to 
Pakistani Hajj pilgrims, 
with a special emphasis on 

catering to their culinary 
preferences. “We strive to 
provide a diverse range of 
cuisine, rotating the break-
fast, lunch and dinner menu 
on a weekly basis, with a 
keen focus on hygiene and 
quality control,” Abdul Wa-
hab explained to APP. In 
its efforts to ensure the 
well-being of the pilgrims, 
the PHM at Makkah has 
selected nine reputable ca-
tering companies through 
a transparent bidding pro-
cess, tasked with providing 
high-quality meals during 
their stay. The Hajj Mission 
has so far welcomed a total of 
33,874 intending pilgrims in 
Madinah by Thursday. Around 
a total of 34,316 Pakistanis 
will reach Madinah by May 24 
through 146 flights. From May 
24 to June 09, as many as 114 
flights will be operating to 
airlift 34,422 Pakistanis from 
major cities to Jeddah.

Pakistani Hujjaj’s “advanced
 caravans” get high-tech escort
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Solar projects reduce  
carbon footprint
DNA

Islamabad: 270 MW so-
lar PV project in Karachi 
and a 200 MW hybrid plant 
near the Dhabeji Grid Sta-
tion significantly contribute 
to the city’s energy mix, 
promoting sustainability 
and reducing the carbon 
footprint. In February 2023 
last year, three Gorges 
Group of China (CTGSAIL) 
and K-Electric signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to collabo-
rate in the development of 
about 1,000MW of renewa-
ble energy and hydropower 
projects across the country 
including Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir. Under the MoU, 
the two sides agreed to 
collaborate on exploring 
renewable energy includ-
ing hydro projects across 
the country.  Both compa-
nies planned to develop a 
roadmap for the installation 
of grid-scale Battery Energy 
Storage Systems into KE’s 
network. A significant focus 
of the approved plan is the 
integration of renewable 
energy, Gwadar Pro report-
ed on Wednesday. K-Elec-
tric (KE) has now secured 
approval from the National 
Electric Power Regulato-
ry Authority (NEPRA) for 
its Power Acquisition Pro-

gramme (PAP) for the peri-
od FY 2024-2028.  KE aims 
to add 1,282 MW of renew-
able energy, including solar 
and wind projects, by 2030. 
This includes a notable 270 
MW solar PV project in Ka-
rachi and a 200 MW hybrid 
plant near the Dhabeji Grid 
Station.  These projects 
are expected to significant-
ly contribute to the city’s 
energy mix, promoting 
sustainability and reducing 
the carbon footprint. The 
recent approval from NE-
PRA represents a pivotal 
development in KE’s strate-
gy to enhance the reliability 
and sustainability of power 
supply in Karachi.  KE’s sub-
mission of the PAP on March 
20, 2023, outlined a com-
prehensive plan to ensure a 
stable power supply by inte-
grating renewable energy, 
local fuel, and power off-take 
from the National Grid.  This 
ambitious programme aligns 
with the NEPRA approved 
IGCEP 2022-2031, National 
Electricity Policy 2021 and 
the National Electricity Plan 
2023-2027. Moonis Alvi, 
CEO of K-Electric, expressed 
his appreciation for NEPRA’s 
decision, stating, “We wel-
come the decision by NE-
PRA on our Power Acquisi-
tion Program, providing us a 
clear roadmap for the next 5 
years.  Integrating clean en-

ergy is vital to driving a sus-
tainable energy ecosystem, 
balancing affordability with 
reliability.” He said, “Over 
the past few months, we 
have been garnering a great 
deal of global interest on our 
640 MW renewable energy 
projects, which indicate the 
repute that KE enjoys as a 
brand.  This decision enables 
us to invest in innovative, 
sustainable technologies, ul-
timately contributing to the 
betterment of Karachi and 
ensuring a brighter future for 
its residents.” Additionally, 
the PAP includes capacity ad-
dition on local coal which will 
diversify the energy mix and 
reduce reliance on imported 
fuels.  The PAP also details 
KE’s agreements to import 
additional power from the 
National Grid which will also 
improve grid utilization, ben-
efitting the regulated con-
sumers as well as the sector 
at large. This approval marks 
a significant milestone for 
KE as it endeavors to meet 
the growing energy needs of 
Karachi while promoting sus-
tainability through increased 
reliance on renewable ener-
gy sources.  The successful 
implementation of this plan 
is expected to drive the 
city’s economic growth and 
provide a reliable and sus-
tainable power supply to its 
residents and businesses.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

May
May 03/Poland                                      
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Armed Forces Day
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Republic
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May 25/Jordan
Independence Day
May 28 /Azerbaijan

 Republic Day
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Ban on 
collection of 

sacrificial 
animals’ hides 
RAWALPINDI: The district 
administration has im-
posed a ban on collection 
of hides of sacrificial ani-
mals without No Objection 
Certificate (NOC).  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Rawal-
pindi, Hasan Waqar Chee-
ma has issued an official 
notification in this regard. 
According to the notifica-
tion, permission is required 
for the collection of hides of 
sacrificial animals.  Applica-
tions for the collection of 
sacrificial animal hides can 
be submitted until June 8.  
No applications will be ac-
cepted after June 8.  Legal 
action will be taken against 
those collecting skins with-
out permission.  According 
to a district administration 
spokesman, chairing a 
meeting regarding Eid ul 
Azha arrangements,  Com-
missioner Rawalpindi Divi-
sion, Engineer Aamir Khat-
tak  directed the authorities 
concerned to impose Sec-
tion 144 on illegal sale 
points and the collection 
of sacrificial animals hides 
without an NOC.  All cat-
tle markets should be held 
at approved sale points on 
the occasion of Eidul Azha, 
the commissioner instruct-
ed.  He also emphasised 
the need to set up a control 
room in the commissioner’s 
office to monitor sanitation 
arrangements.—APP
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Briefs
CAT upholds 
CCP penalty

 on M/s 
Irshad 

Trading
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD:  The Com-
petition Appellate Tribunal 
(CAT) decided to uphold 
PKR 5 million penalty im-
posed by CCP on M/s Ir-
shad Trading Corporation 
for deceptive marketing 
practices. The penalty was 
imposed by CCP on Irshad 
Trading for fraudulently us-
ing its competitor, Polycon 
Pakistan (Pvt.) Limited’s 
trademark, violating Sec-
tion 10 of the Competition 
Act, 2010.  Polycon lodged 
a formal complaint with the 
CCP, alleging that Irshad 
Trading Co. was unlawfully 
using its registered trade-
mark and brand name to 
manufacture, market, and 
sell water storage tanks, 
and was also misrepre-
senting itself as a joint 
venture of Polycon. The 
CCP’s enquiry committee 
established the violation of 
Section 10 by Irshad Trad-
ing. During the proceed-
ings, Polycon confirmed 
that Irshad Trading had 
been its authorized distrib-
utor until September 2018, 
after which the distribution 
agreement was terminated. 
Despite the agreement’s 
termination, Irshad Trading 
continued to manufacture, 
market, and sell products 
with Polycon’s logo un-
til February 2019. Irshad 
Trading stopped the prac-
tice after the CCP’s show 
cause notice, but the un-
authorized use had already 
harmed Polycon’s business 
interests.

Elites pose 
the greatest 

threat to 
national 
integrity

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Murtaza 
Mughal, President of Pa-
kistan Economy Watch 
(PEW), said on Thursday 
that the biggest threat to 
the country’s integrity is 
not terrorism or climate 
change but ruthless elites. 
The elites have been loot-
ing the country’s resourc-
es with both hands for 
decades and transferring 
capital out of the country, 
he said.  He added that the 
elites responsible for the 
destruction of the econo-
my pose the greatest ob-
stacle to its recovery.  In a 
statement issued here, Dr. 
Murtaza Mughal said that 
the economy would have 
fully recovered due to the 
pressure put on the people 
in the shape of utility prices 
and inflation.  However, the 
limping economy still needs 
to recover due to the theft 
of a significant amount of 
public capital. Therefore, 
the situation is only slowly 
improving, resulting in frus-
tration.  He observed that 
the masses would continue 
to suffer due to the elite’s 
unabated corruption, and 
the people’s anger would 
continue to increase.  Mur-
taza Mughal asserted that 
party workers had trans-
formed nearly every de-
partment in the country 
into a recruitment center. 
Now, the politicians were 
bringing important depart-
ments under their control 
that were previously safe 
from their loot.  He said 
that a complete ban on new 
recruitment is part of the 
solution to political inter-
ference in government de-
partments. The federation 
should stop giving unnec-
essary funds to provinces 
that receive more than 
they need. It is an open 
secret that many provinc-
es receive funds and later 
waste them.  He said that 
the process of decorating 
the offices and houses of 
top officials and purchas-
ing new vehicles should 
be stopped. Free housing, 
free electricity and gas, 
telephone, overseas treat-
ment, foreign visits, and 
an army of staff should not 
be given to anyone. Infra-
structure projects should 
be initiated through a pub-
lic-private partnership. A 
voluntary pension scheme 
should be introduced, and 
national and provincial as-
sembly members should not 
receive funds for develop-
ment schemes that end up 
in the pockets of the corrupt.  
He noted that politicians who 
do not receive development 
funds will resort to other 
means to enrich themselves 
instead of using politics.

Another 
92 meters 

disconnected 
ISLAMABAD: Sui North-
ern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL) has disconnected 
another 92 connections, 
during its ongoing crack-
down against gas pilferers 
in Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Islamabad, 
and imposed Rs 2 million 
fine.  According to a spokes-
man of the SNGPL, in La-
hore and Sheikhupura, the 
regional teams disconnect-
ed 45 connections on illegal 
use of gas and imposed fine 
of Rs 960000 against gas 
pilferers. In Multan and Ba-
hawalpur, 12 connections 
were disconnected on ille-
gal use while in Faisalabad 
and Gujrat, 3 connections 
were disconnected. In Pe-
shawar the company discon-
nected 32 connections on 
account of direct use of gas 
and illegal use of gas and 
amount of Rs 0.5 million 
have been booked against 
gas theft cases.—APP

Randhawa 
directs to 

resolve traffic 
jam issue 

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
of the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA), 
Muhammad Ali Randhawa, 
on Thursday directed the 
Member Engineering to 
develop a plan for address-
ing the traffic congestion 
at PTCL Chowk. During 
his visit to PTCL Chowk on 
Jinnah Avenue, Muhammad 
Ali emphasized the need for 
immediate short-term and 
long-term plans to resolve 
the traffic issues at this 
intersection.  “A plan for a 
permanent solution should 
be prepared and submitted 
for approval to the relevant 
forum as soon as possible,” 
he stated. He further in-
structed that work on the 
plan should commence im-
mediately after its approval.  
The  Chairman highlighted 
that new public interest 
projects will be initiated 
alongside the completion 
of ongoing projects in the 
federal capital. He un-
derscored the urgency of 
the situation, noting that 
citizens are facing signifi-
cant distress due to traffic 
jams at PTCL Chowk, and 
stressed that work on the 
project should begin on a 
priority basis.—APP

Death 
anniversary of 
sarinda player 

ISLAMABAD: The 44th 
death anniversary of re-
nowned sarinda player and 
folk singer, Munir Sarhadi, 
is being observed today. 
He was born in 1931 in 
Peshawar. Munir Sarhadi 
was conferred the Pride 
of Performance award in 
1978 by the Government 
of Pakistan in recognition 
of his services to the field 
of music. He passed away 
on this day in 1980 in Pe-
shawar.—APP

Confronting Terrorism: 
strategies for Pak in 2024

Ambassador Syed Abrar Hussain, a former envoy to Afghanistan, underscored the need  
for bilateral and regional diplomatic engagement with neighbouring countries to mitigate terrorist 

threats. He proposed a three-pronged strategy: direct action against terrorists, addressing  
root causes, and diplomatic engagement

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for 
Aerospace & Security Studies 
(CASS), Lahore, hosted a seminar 
titled “Confronting Terrorism: 
Strategies for Pakistan in 2024” 
on Thursday, 23 May 2024. The 
event focused on examining the 
multifaceted challenges posed 
by terrorism to Pakistan’s na-
tional security and exploring 
effective strategies to combat 
this menace. In his introductory 
remarks Air Commodore Khalid 
Iqbal (Retd), Director at CASS 
Lahore, identified three streams 
of terrorism confronting Paki-
stan: anti-China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) disrup-
tive assaults, sporadic activities 
of separatist terrorists, and eth-
no-sectarian clashes. The key-
note speaker, Dr Syed Kaleem 
Imam, former Federal Secretary 
and former Inspector General of 
Police, spoke about mapping Pa-
kistan’s terrorism landscape and 
its impact on national security 
and development. He examined 
the origin, motivation, and im-
pact of terrorism in the country, 
highlighting how it stems from 
both internal and external fac-
tors, including political, ideologi-
cal, and religious motivations. Dr 
Muhammad Feyyaz, an academic 
on counterterrorism, spoke about 
the need for countering terrorism 
through combative measures. 

He stated that terrorism is an 
enduring phenomenon, which re-
quires a nuanced understanding 
through the identification of three 
interconnected factors: a rigid 
strategic mindset, a mismatch be-
tween the discourse surrounding 
terrorism and counterterrorism, 
and a lack of adequate attention 
to social sciences in analysing 
political violence. Ambassador 
Syed Abrar Hussain, a former 
envoy to Afghanistan, under-

scored the need for bilateral and 
regional diplomatic engagement 
with neighbouring countries to 
mitigate terrorist threats. He pro-
posed a three-pronged strategy: 
direct action against terrorists, 
addressing root causes, and dip-
lomatic engagement.  In his con-
cluding remarks, Air Marshal 
Asim Suleiman (Retd), Presi-
dent, CASS Lahore, stated that 
terrorism continues to impede 
Pakistan’s progress despite 

decades of efforts to counter it. 
He noted that the recent surge 
in terrorist attacks has affected 
both civilians and security per-
sonnel, besides fuelling sectari-
an strife. He said that external 
threats from hostile neighbour-
ing states complicate the situ-
ation. The President stressed 
the need for a comprehensive 
strategy focused on national 
unity and proactive engagement 
with allies, alongside diplomatic 

efforts to prevent regional terri-
tories from becoming sanctuar-
ies for terrorists. The seminar 
highlighted the need for nation-
al harmony, unwavering resolve 
and ironclad political will for the 
across-the-board implementa-
tion of the rule of law to choke 
the terrorists financially and 
logistically. It was urged that 
flawless border management be 
ensured and informal monetary 
transactions be stopped.

WAPDA discusses financing 
opportunities with ADB 

ISLAMABAD: A delegation 
of Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) Alternate Executive 
Directors visited WAPDA 
House the other day and dis-
cussed financing opportuni-
ties in WAPDA projects. 
The meeting was attended 
by Chairman WAPDA Engr 
Lt Gen Sajjad Ghani (Retd), 
Member (Finance), GM 
(Projects) South and PDs 
of various WAPDA projects, 
said a press release issued 
on Thursday.  GM (C&M) 
Water, GM Finance (Water/
Power), Advisor (Hydro Re-
source Management) WAPDA 
and Advisor (Hydro Planning) 
WAPDA were also present in 
the meeting.  The delegation 
was briefed that Pakistan pos-
sesses about 70,000 MW iden-
tified potential of hydropower 
generation. WAPDA owns 

and operates 22 hydel pow-
er stations with cumulative 
generation capacity of 9459 
MW, which will be more than 
double with phased comple-
tion of its ongoing projects 
from 2025 to 2028-29, add-
ing about 10,000 MW clean, 
green and economically most 
affordable electricity.  WAP-
DA plans to improve the ra-
tio of low-cost hydel electric-
ity in the National Grid from 
existing 29 percent to 40 
percent by 2030 and 50 per-
cent by 2050.  The delega-
tion was also informed about 
the progress on ADB-funded 
WAPDA projects namely 
Naulong Dam Multi-purpose 
Project, Kurram Tangi Dam 
Stage-II and Patan Hydro-
power Project.  WAPDA’s 
development portfolio con-
sisting of under-construction 

and ready-for-construction 
projects including Mohmand 
Dam, Diamer Basha Dam 
and Keyal Khwar were also 
presented to the ADB dele-
gation for consideration of 
financial assistance.  The 
Member (Finance), ap-
prised the delegation about 
salient features of WAPDA’s 
financial strategy.  He said 
WAPDA enjoys technical and 
financial credibility amongst 
the international financial in-
stitutions including the World 
Bank.  The Chairman, in his 
welcome remarks, terming 
ADB a valuable partner, said 
that WAPDA has immensely 
benefitted from the Bank’s 
support. Besides triggering so-
cio-economic development of 
the people, WAPDA projects 
also contribute to the stra-
tegic goals.—APP

CBW cracks 
down on 

unhygienic 
food

WAH CANTT: The Canton-
ment Board Wah (CBW) 
on Thursday sealed three 
unhygienic food outlets 
and imposed hefty fines 
on others during surprise 
inspections across the gar-
rison city.  According to 
Official Sources, the CBW’s 
Food Inspection Cell, in its 
relentless pursuit of public 
health and safety conducted 
thorough checks on various 
eateries, uncovering severe 
violations of hygiene and 
regulatory standards.  One 
tea hotel and food outlet 
faced immediate closure due 
to its appalling unhygienic 
conditions.  A chicken shop 
was also sealed for operating 
without the necessary licens-
es, vaccination records and 
medical certificates.—APP

NDMA issues heatwave 
to continue for several 

districts 
It is also recommended to 

remain indoors during peak 
sunlight hours to prevent 

heat-related illnesses such as 
heatstroke and dehydration

ISLAMABAD: Representative of National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority Syed Muhammad Tayyab Shah Thursday 
said that  NDMA has issued guidelines concerning the immi-
nent heatwave expected to strike various districts of South-
ern Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan where conditions are like-
ly to prevail during the current week. He said that the effects 
of climate change are evident in the increasing frequency 
and intensity of the heatwaves which have hit Pakistan in 
recent years.   The NDMA has also directed the concerned 
officials to take weather awareness measures to ensure the 
safety of tourists and travelers.  The farmers are advised to 
carry out agricultural activities keeping in mind the weather, 
adding, while the tourists should plan their trip keeping in mind 
the weather conditions of the hilly areas.  Replying a question, 
he said in view of heat wave and its hazardous impacts on 
health, people are advised to take precautions and avoid 
unnecessary exposure to direct sunlight.  In light of the 
predicted heatwave and its potential hazardous impacts, the 
NDMA has advised the public to take necessary precau-
tions.   People are urged to avoid unnecessary exposure 
to direct sunlight, stay hydrated, and wear lightweight, 
light-colored clothing to minimize the effects of the heat. 
It is also recommended to remain indoors during peak 
sunlight hours to prevent heat-related illnesses such as 
heatstroke and dehydration.—DNA

CDA anti-encroachment 
drive lauded

ISLAMABAD: Shahid Rasheed Butt, the former president of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), 
stated on Thursday that the business community supports the Capital Development Authority’s (CDA) anti-encroachment 
drive. He added that this drive will help clean up encroachments in markets and residential areas, relieving the people 
living in Islamabad. In a statement issued here today, Shahid Rasheed Butt said that anti-encroachment operations are 
being conducted across the city on the instructions of the Chairman, CDA so that the city could be kept free from illegal 
constructions and encroachments. The district administration and Islamabad police must fully support the Enforcement 
Directorate in these operations while commoners should extend full cooperation, he said. . This operation must be 
conducted throughout the city, demolishing several encroachments and illegal constructions and retrieving government 
land worth billions of rupees. He said that removing fruit and vegetables stalls and clearing both sides of the roads are 
necessary to clear traffic flow of disruption. The business leader demanded that all footpaths be cleared during the drive, 
and illegal fences installed outside the houses should be removed, and the belongings of habitual offenders must be 
confiscated to teach them a lesson. He underlined that the encroachment mafia has taken over government land worth 
billions of rupees, which the CDA must recover.  Shahid Rasheed Butt said that CDA has also targeted businesses that 
have been using generators to maintain their electricity supply. This is a questionable move, as businesses cannot depend 
on the government’s electricity supply, which is unreliable at best.  The CDA has asked all such businesses to remove the 
generators without realizing that these electricity generators are not hindering traffic or pedestrians.—APP

High Commissioner of Canada to Pakistan Ms. Leslie Scanlon called on Federal Minister  
for Law and Justice and Human Rights Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar today.—DNA
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‘Israel’ never had 
the right to exist

Sunak’s summer UK 
election gamble

S TATES have no intrinsic right to exist. Neither the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire, Senegambia, Czechoslovakia, nor the current Kingdom of Spain has 
the right to exist. The existence of states is only a fragile condition of pos-

sibility depending on the presumed consensus of the inhabitants of the territory. 
However, in the case of political organizations imposed through violence by for-
eigners, it is an obligation to confront them to their demise; whether it is a puppet 
regime built during a war (Manchukuo, Vichy regime) or an entity created by the 
invasion of settlers against native populations (Rhodesia, Cochinchina, Bechua-
naland, South Africa with apartheid, or “Israel”). About “Israel”, there are those 
who are shocked to hear that it has no right to exist. It is immediately gripped 
by decades of false axioms and propaganda from the West to sustain its colony in 
Palestine. After all, it is built on decades of false axioms and Western propaganda 
aimed to sustain their colonies in Palestine. Firstly, those who advocate for the 
disappearance of “Israel” are often assumed to be calling for a new genocide of 
the Jewish people who have settled in Palestine in recent decades. Of course, the 
West has always used the supposed revenge of the natives as propaganda to sus-
tain their colonies. Restoring stolen property to the natives has fueled the myth 
that genocide is being committed in today’s South Africa against the former white 
settlers. Even Rhodesia promoted the sexualized aesthetics of settler women to 
convince people to defend the colonial apartheid regime.
“Israel” is not even original when it comes to the tactic of using its female settlers, 
fetishizing them on TikTok by filming them dancing in military uniform, or invent-
ing a gigantic tale about massive incidents of rapes committed by the natives the 
day they rose in the ghetto. At this point, let us remember: all Israelis are settlers 
because they unquestioningly sustain their colonial regime, discounting 20% of 
that society who are Palestinians with Israeli passports under legal discrimination 
and a few thousand genuine anti-Zionist Israelis. The colonizing ideology of Pal-
estine, Zionism, merges the two colonial subjects; the settler individuals and the 
political organization, to sow the idea that the liquidation of the regime includes 
the extermination of the people. It further links it with the following sophistry.  
Western propaganda has also exported and universalized the guilt for the geno-
cide committed by German fascism, transforming it into global guilt. This has led 
people in countries like India, Bolivia, and Kenya to feel more horrified by the 
Holocaust than by the horrendous colonial genocides their own people suffered at 
the hands of Europeans. Germany and the rest of Judeophobic Europe have been 
relieved of their heavy burden of having massacred the Jewish people by spread-
ing that guilt across all the inhabitants of the planet. The combination of this 
Zionization of the Holocaust and the transfer of guilt explains the strange 
reason why the World Holocaust Museum (YadVashem) is located in Palestine 
and not in Germany, the country that perpetrated it. It is also the reason why 
the museum has a wall dedicated to the Palestinians as allies of the Nazis, 
encouraging visitors to associate the natives with being genocidal. 

U K Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s political track record is one of a cautious, 
conservative leader. Yet on Wednesday he took an extraordinary gamble, 
calling a July 4 general election he is likely to lose, potentially very badly. 

This will be the United Kingdom’s first July national election since 1945. That 
year was a very poor one for the Conservatives with wartime leader Winston 
Churchill losing by a landslide to Labour. Recent polls indicate that the Labour 
Party, more than 20 percentage points ahead, will win a significant majority in the 
House of Commons. According to the most recent Electoral Calculus forecast, 
based on these opinion surveys, the probability of a Labour majority is 98 per 
cent. Meanwhile, the likelihood of Labour being the largest party is 100 per cent. 
This offers an outside possibility that Labour might win a majority comparable to 
1945, or its last landslide year in 1997. To be sure, polls may tighten in the coming 
weeks, but the direction of travel appears clear towards Labour being the largest 
party again in the House of Commons. However, Sunak – a former US green card 
holder – seems to believe July 4 (Independence Day in the United States) might 
be a lucky day that will allow him to defy the polls. His announcement on 
Wednesday is based on his belief that, bad as the political landscape looks now 
for the Conservatives, it could be even worse in the autumn. 
First, UK inflation has fallen from double digits last year to 2.3 per cent, 
near the Bank of England’s 2 per cent target, and the lowest level in around 
three years. Second, after a series of tax cuts in recent budgets, it is unlikely 
that the UK public purse can stretch any further in an autumn fiscal event. A 
shopper passes a window displaying a sale sign on Oxford Street in London 
on December 20, 2023. Inflation in the UK has eased back to its lowest level 
in around three years.  At the same time, Sunak might have feared that if he 
delayed the election till the autumn or winter, several adverse developments 
could occur. His flagship Rwanda policy, which aimed to send asylum seekers 
to that African nation, might be frustrated by legal delays. Also, the migration 
challenges his government faces from small boats crossing the English Chan-
nel may intensify during the summer. Thirdly, Sunak remains worried by the 
political challenge to the right of the Conservatives from the populist Reform 
UK party. He might have been especially fearful that, if he waited beyond 
the summer to call the election, there would be an increasing possibility that 
Nigel Farage, who helped lead the Leave campaign during the 2016 Brexit ref-
erendum, would head the Reform campaign. Cabinet ministers wait for Brit-
ain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak to speak during a general election campaign 
event in east London on May 22, after he set the date of July 4 for a national 
election in the UK. Photo: AP So, while the Conservatives should never be 
underestimated as a political force, the party is badly divided heading into the 
six-week election campaign. Almost a decade and a half since David Cameron 
took power in 2010, and four prime ministers later (Theresa May, Boris John-
son, Liz Truss, and now Sunak), the party looks increasingly tired and divided. 
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Peace in South Asia and the Middle East

Raisi’s unfortunate death will not alter Iran’s foreign policy on ‘Israel’

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Hamzah Rifaat

T HE rapidity with which the newly appointed Paki-
stani Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, embarked 
on his inaugural official visit to Saudi Arabia un-

derscored the significance of the relationship between 
the two nations. However, what truly captured global at-
tention was the outcome of this visit, marked by a joint 
declaration that not only reaffirmed Saudi Arabia’s com-
mitment to invest $5 billion in Pakistan but also urged for 
the resolution of longstanding disputes between Pakistan 
and India, notably the contentious issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir. This diplomatic move by Saudi Arabia aligns 
with a broader trend of Gulf nations actively engaging 
in efforts to facilitate peace between India and Pakistan. 
The United Arab Emirates, in particular, had previously 
brokered a crucial ceasefire between the two South Asian 
neighbors in 2021, effectively diffusing escalating ten-
sions and averting potentially catastrophic cross-border 
conflicts that had flared up since 2019.The motivations 
driving Saudi Arabia and the UAE to step into the role 
of mediators in the India-Pakistan conflict are multifacet-
ed and rooted in both regional geopolitics and historical 
dynamics. Understanding the complexities behind their 
intervention necessitates a nuanced appreciation of the 
evolving landscape in both the Middle East and South 
Asia.Firstly, the Gulf states have strategic interests in 
fostering stability in South Asia, given its proximity to 
the energy-rich region they inhabit. Instability or conflict 
in the Indian subcontinent could have ripple effects on 
global energy markets, which the Gulf economies heavily 
rely on. Additionally, Saudi Arabia and the UAE seek to 
position themselves as key players in regional diplomacy, 
enhancing their geopolitical stature and influence on the 
world stage. Furthermore, both countries have historical 
ties with Pakistan, shaped by shared religious affiliations 
and longstanding economic partnerships. However, they 
also maintain significant relations with India, the world’s 
largest democracy and a crucial trading partner. By advo-
cating for peace between Islamabad and New Delhi, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE aim to navigate a delicate balancing 
act, maintaining cordial relations with both countries 
while promoting regional stability. Moreover, the Gulf 
States’ involvement in mediating the India-Pakistan con-
flict reflects a broader trend of increased diplomatic activ-
ism in the region. As traditional power dynamics undergo 
shifts and new geopolitical fault lines emerge, Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAE are seeking to assert themselves as key 
arbiters of peace and stability, not only within the Middle 
East but also in neighboring regions.
The ties between the Middle East and South Asia have a 
rich and complex history, spanning centuries of commer-
cial, religious, and cultural interactions. These connec-
tions have endured through various historical epochs, but 
recent times have seen significant developments, particu-
larly since the establishment of modern Middle Eastern 
states after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the 
partition of India and Pakistan.Saudi Arabia emerged as a 
crucial supporter of Pakistan shortly after its inception in 
1947. Despite being resource-constrained, Pakistan, with 
its substantial Sunni-majority Muslim population, found a 
reliable ally in Saudi Arabia. Over the years, Saudi Arabia, 
along with the UAE, has provided Pakistan with essential 
financial assistance in the form of loans, grants, and con-
cessional oil. Pakistan reciprocates by sending a significant 
portion of its workforce, numbering 12.4 million overseas 
workers, predominantly to these Gulf states. These work-

ers, constituting over 77% of nearly 830,000 who ventured 
abroad for employment in 2022, contribute substantially to 
Pakistan’s economy through remittances. The relationship 
between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia extends beyond eco-
nomics to encompass strategic and security dimensions. 
Pakistan played a pivotal role in training “holy warriors” 
alongside Saudi Arabia and the US to combat the Soviet 
Union’s presence in Afghanistan following its occupation 
in 1979. Furthermore, during the Iran-Iraq war in the 
1980s, Pakistan stationed tens of thousands of troops in 
Saudi Arabia. Military collaboration, including training and 
arms exports, has been a consistent feature of Pakistan’s 
engagement with Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Additionally, 
Pakistan, along with Saudi Arabia and the UAE, support-
ed the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan during the early 
1990s, perceiving it as a buffer against India. This stance 
contrasted with India and Iran’s backing of the multi-eth-
nic Northern Alliance, reflecting broader regional power 
dynamics. Despite its close ties with Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE, Pakistan also seeks to maintain relations with Iran, 
mindful of its significant Shi’a minority. Iran was the first 
country to recognize Pakistan’s independence, and both 
nations enjoyed closer security cooperation during the 
reign of the shah, particularly through their involvement 
in the Baghdad Pact. However, the 1979 Iranian revolution 
altered the geopolitical landscape, fracturing alliances and 
forcing Pakistan to navigate a divided Middle East marked 
by the rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Pakistan 
found itself embroiled in a sectarian proxy war, exacerbat-
ed by the rise of Sunni militant groups nurtured by Saudi 
and American support for the Afghan jihad. Consequently, 
sectarian tensions have become entrenched within Paki-
stan, posing challenges to its internal stability.
In recent years, Pakistan has made concerted efforts to 
strengthen its ties with Iran, albeit hindered by American 
sanctions on Iran and concerns regarding cross-border 
militancy. The prospect of being drawn into Saudi-Iranian 
proxy conflicts has further complicated Pakistan’s diplo-
matic stance, notably demonstrated by its 2015 parliamen-
tary decision against joining the Saudi-led coalition aimed 
at combating the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen 
and reinstating Yemen’s internationally recognized gov-
ernment. This neutrality in Yemen’s conflict was a difficult 
choice for Pakistan, given its historically strong relation-
ship with Saudi Arabia, which has provided crucial diplo-
matic and financial support, particularly during times of 
international isolation following Pakistan’s nuclearization 
in response to India’s tests in 1998.Former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s efforts to foster alliances with Muslim-ma-
jority countries such as Qatar, Turkey, and Malaysia have 
strained Pakistan’s ties with traditional Gulf allies, particu-
larly Saudi Arabia and the UAE. These tensions have inad-
vertently allowed India to enhance its trade and security 
relations with the Gulf states. While India’s engagement 
with the Gulf historically revolved around energy imports 
and labor exports, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
sought to deepen bilateral ties, both economically and 
strategically, with countries like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
and Iran. Pakistan, recognizing the shifting dynamics, has 
attempted to mitigate strains with its traditional Gulf part-
ners. For instance, former Army chief Gen. Raheel Sharif 
assumed leadership of the Islamic Military Counter Ter-
rorism Coalition, comprising 42 nations, in 2017. However, 
Prime Minister Khan’s decision to forgo participation in 
the alternative Muslim Summit in Malaysia in 2019, seen 

as a challenge to Saudi leadership, failed to fully assuage 
tensions. Meanwhile, India’s growing clout in the region 
was underscored by the UAE’s decision to confer its high-
est civil honor on Prime Minister Modi, even amidst con-
troversy over India’s Citizenship Amendment Act, which 
discriminates against Muslim refugees. Despite Pakistan’s 
pleas, Saudi Arabia and the UAE have refrained from 
openly opposing India’s actions, including the revocation 
of Kashmir’s special status in 2019. However, the fluidity 
of bilateral relations in the region suggests that these dy-
namics are subject to change. The interplay between major 
Middle Eastern powers and South Asian states, particular-
ly India and Pakistan, is increasingly influenced by broader 
strategic considerations amidst the emerging great power 
competition between China and the United States. As such, 
the geopolitical landscape in the Middle East and South 
Asia remains in flux, with implications for regional stability 
and global power dynamics.
The intensifying rivalry between China and the United 
States in the Middle East and South Asia has significant-
ly heightened regional insecurities while simultaneously 
presenting unforeseen opportunities for reconciliation. As 
China seeks to challenge American dominance in the Mid-
dle East, India, too, endeavors to expand its influence to 
counterbalance China’s growing presence in the region. In-
dia’s collaboration with Iran, exemplified by its investment 
in the Chabahar seaport, has emerged as a direct challenge 
to China’s investment in Gwadar via the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. Conversely, China’s substantial invest-
ment plans in Iran signal its ambition to deepen ties in the 
region, further solidifying its status as Iran’s largest trade 
partner and facilitating Iran’s integration into influential 
regional blocs. Despite Pakistan’s aspirations to mediate 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, China achieved a signifi-
cant breakthrough by brokering the restoration of diplo-
matic ties between the two Middle Eastern rivals. 
While the US appears open to increased Saudi and UAE 
investments in Pakistan, it is concerned about Islama-
bad’s growing reliance on Beijing. With the US bolster-
ing military cooperation with India to counter China, its 
neutrality in potential Indo-Pakistani crises is increasing-
ly questioned. Consequently, the US may encourage re-
gional actors with influence over both India and Pakistan 
to establish crisis management mechanisms to prevent 
cross-border escalation. Secret talks facilitated by the UAE 
between Indian and Pakistani intelligence officials, along 
with Saudi statements advocating dialogue on the Kashmir 
dispute, suggest a regional push for conflict resolution. 
While Indian media views such statements as endorsing 
its stance against third-party involvement in Kashmir, Paki-
stan interprets them as a show of solidarity against India’s 
reluctance to engage in Kashmir talks. Despite diplomatic 
overtures, challenges persist, including India’s upcoming 
elections and the delicate security situation in Kashmir. 
Despite the potential benefits of reconciliation for India 
and Pakistan, the current political climate may not favor 
immediate rapprochement. India’s domestic politics and 
security concerns, coupled with ongoing tensions in Kash-
mir, present obstacles to meaningful dialogue. However, 
incremental confidence-building measures and contin-
ued international encouragement, particularly from Sau-
di Arabia, the UAE, and the US, could pave the way for 
constructive engagement between India and Pakistan, 
reducing Pakistan’s dependence on China and fostering 
regional stability and cooperation.

E BRAHIM Raisi, the spiritual ideologue and Pres-
ident of Iran died in a shocking helicopter crash 
in the East Azerbaijan province. His death came 

alongside the demise of his cohorts, guards, and Foreign 
Minister, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, which resulted in a 
massive outpouring of grief in Iran and condolences pour-
ing in from every nook and corner of the world. Flags in 
certain countries were flown at half-mast with domestic 
and international reflections on his legacy taking center 
stage in international coverage. Yet despite the gravity of 
Iran’s loss, Tehran’s foreign policy and outlook towards 
the world and the Middle East, will not change. 
In fact, Raisi’s legacy is set to continue. 
The reasons are obvious. Contrary to unfounded spec-
ulation in the West, EbrahimRaisi’s legacy is deeply en-
trenched in the political system of Iran where there is 
unanimity of purpose on subjects such as “Israel’s” barbar-
ic genocide in Gaza. Iran is also not a totalitarian regime 
where the death of a key figurehead, particularly one close 
to spiritual leader Ayatollah Khomeini, results in regime 
change or a breakdown of the social contract between the 
country’s population and their rulers. In fact, the upcom-
ing race in the 2024 elections in less than 50 days is about 
candidates vying for closeness to the spiritual leader, not 
ideological clashes which have plagued other countries, 
particularly in the Western world. EbrahimRaisi’s succes-
sor is also current President and former Vice President, 
Mohammad Mokhber who is known for supporting Iran’s 
ideological leanings, particularly when it comes to support-
ing Russia against an aggressive Ukraine.  
Mohammad Mokhber’s caretaker role though, will be fol-
lowed by another President who will continue to pursue the 
agenda of the Iranian establishment which constitutes the 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, the Guardian Coun-
cil, the Council of Experts, and the Revolutionary Guard 
Corp. The establishment is solely geared towards ensuring 
that a peaceful Middle East materializes with an independ-

ent Palestine in the absence of aggression and nefarious 
designs from genocidal regimes such as “Israel” who are 
responsible for displacement, deaths and destruction in 
Gaza. There will hence, be no letup in Iran’s unequivocal 
support for the Palestinian cause nor will there be any sof-
tening of tone with regard to suspicions of American influ-
ence in the region, which according to Tehran, run counter 
to peace and prosperity in the region.  In fact, the post-Raisi 
era will ensure that Iran’s decision-making continues as an 
Islamic theocracy, not an authoritarian state. In principle, a 
theocracy combines religious injunctions with consultative 
decision-making, allowing for unanimity in approach towards 
matters of national importance, particularly foreign affairs. 
This is precisely why and much to the chagrin of “Israel”, 
rapprochement with Saudi Arabia brokered by China with 
Raisi at the helm of affairs is set to continue as well as great-
er economic and military engagement between Iran, China, 
and Russia. For “Israel”, these are troubling times.  On the 
genocidal regime, the policy is clear. The Zionist regime 
must seize its proclivity for war crimes against innocent 
Palestinians or risk being attacked either by Hamas or by 
Tehran itself. This stance is evident with Hamas mourning 
Raisi’s death as a great loss for its resistance movement and 
Houthi rebels in Yemen equating his demise as a great loss 
for the Islamic world, Gaza, and Palestine. 
Another key component of Iran’s foreign policy is its out-
look towards regional nuclear non-proliferation which it 
maintains is being degraded due to “Israel’s” clandestine 
nuclear weapons program through enrichment activities 
at the Shimon Peres Negev Nuclear Research Center in 
the city of Dimona. Also, Iran’s distrust of the 2015 JCPOA 
nuclear deal is anchored in the rise of populism in the Unit-
ed States under the Presidency of Donald Trump who up-
rooted years of sensible, strategic, and visionary diplomacy 
between the Western world and Tehran. This lays to rest 
speculations on whether Iran would alter its stance on do-
mestic nuclear enrichment in the post-Raisi era given that 

national nuclear policy is set by the Supreme Leader, Aya-
tollah Khomeini, and the Supreme National Security Coun-
cil, not the president. The establishment’s stance indicates 
that hostility towards “Israel’s” opaque program which is 
spurring Iran’s legitimate right to domestic nuclear enrich-
ment will continue. The scrapping of the 2015 nuclear deal 
due to American recklessness also entails that Tehran will 
enhance its enrichment activities in the face of Western 
criticism and lead domestic discussions on whether reli-
gious injunctions forbid the development of nuclear weap-
ons altogether. The message is clear- if “Israel” develops 
nuclear weapons in an opaque manner, Iran will respond 
with its own enrichment activities over nuclear prolifer-
ation concerns. For Iran, it’s a matter of deterrence and 
compulsion, not aggression.  In terms of resistance move-
ments in the Middle East, support for Hezbollah will con-
tinue as the group is considered a legitimate political move-
ment rather than a terrorist organization as erroneously 
characterized by the Zionist genocidal regime. The legacy 
of Raisi’s Foreign Minister, Abdollahian which is based on 
closeness with the IRGC, outreach to the Gulf states and 
managing relationships with figures such as Hassan Nasral-
lah will also continue. Again, this indicates that Iran’s pro-
clivity for regional deterrence against “Israel” barbarism is 
set in stone.  For “Israel”, these are disturbing times. The 
hurried reaction of denial from Tel Aviv to Raisi’s death 
is an indication that the Netanyahu regime is in insecure 
waters amid rising domestic and international discontent 
over his genocide. Had he been alive, Raisi would have also 
welcomed the ICC’s Prosecutor General’s decision to pur-
sue arrest warrants against Netanyahu and his cohorts 
which is consistent with the Iranian establishment’s 
stance.   What is clear is that the foreign policy of Iran 
is anchored in its establishment, not individuals. Raisi 
however, was the personification of Tehran’s foreign pol-
icy which is stridently against “Israel” and pursues the 
Palestinian cause with utmost dedication. 
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ISLAMABAD: The Oil 
and Gas Regulatory Au-
thority (OGRA) organ-
ized a seminar on con-
sumer and operational 
safety at retail outlets 
on May 23, 2024, empha-
sizing the importance of 
safety measures to mini-
mize incidents and near 
misses at petrol pumps. 
The event, held at 
OGRA’s Auditorium, was 
graced by the presence 
of the senior government 
officials along with DG 
Oil and DG Explosives.
The seminar aimed to 
raise awareness about 

the potential safety haz-
ards at retail outlets and 
the need for adherence 
to Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs). 
Industry experts shared 
valuable insights on the 
risks associated with 
inadequate safety meas-
ures and the consequenc-
es of neglecting consum-
er safety.
The Pakistan Petrole-
um Dealers Association 
(PPDA), along with its 
Chairman, also graced 
the occasion with their 
presence. Participants 
included experts from 
PSO, Shell, Total, SGS, 
and Haseen Habib, who 
gave detailed presenta-

tions. A panel of experts 
from the Oil Companies 
Advisory Council (OCAC), 
Oil Marketing Association 
Pakistan (OMAP), Attock 
Petroleum Limited (APL), 
and Gas & Oil Pakistan 
Limited also contributed 
to the discussions.
Chairman Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority and 
Authority members high-
lighted the significance of 
the subject matter, empha-
sizing the need for collec-
tive efforts to ensure safe-
ty at retail outlets. 
They vowed to contin-
ue raising awareness 
among the general pub-
lic to minimize inci-
dents and ensure a safe 

and secure environment 
for consumers.
Industry stakeholders 
commended Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority  
for organizing the sem-
inar, acknowledging the 
importance of address-
ing safety hazards in the 
oil industry. 
The event  was hai led 
as  a  cr ucia l  step to -
wards safeguarding 
the industr y  and pro -
tect ing consumers 
from potent ia l  r isks .
The seminar concluded 
with a resolve to prioritize 
consumer and operational 
safety, ensuring a safer 
and more secure environ-
ment for all stakeholders.

Consumer and operational 
safety at PoL outlets a must

Chairman OGRA and Authority members highlighted the significance of the 
subject matter, emphasizing the need for collective efforts to ensure safety at 

retail outlets. They vowed to continue raising awareness among the general public 
to minimize incidents and ensure a safe and secure environment for consumers
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announces 
$10bn...

From Page 01
has stressed the need for 
a fresh, longer-term pro-
gramme. Pakistan narrowly 
averted default last sum-
mer, and its $350 billion 
economy has stabilised 
after the completion of the 
last IMF programme, with 
inflation coming down to 
around 17% in April from a 
record high 38% last May.  
It is still dealing with a high 
fiscal shortfall and while it 
has controlled its external 
account deficit through im-
port control mechanisms, 
it has come at the expense 
of stagnating growth, which 
is expected to be around 
2% this year compared to 
negative growth last year. 
Pakistan is seeking at least 
$6 billion and request ad-
ditional financing from the 
Washington-based lender 
under the Resilience and 
Sustainability Trust.

President 
Raeisi laid 
to rest at...

From Page 01
the provincial capital of 
Mashhad on Thursday after-
noon. The mourners held 
portraits of the martyred 
president and paid tribute 
to him and his companions 
as the coffins were inching 
their way through the tear-
ful-eyed crowd on a trailer. 
The late Iranian chief execu-
tive will be laid to rest in the 
holy shrine of Imam Reza 
(AS), the eighth Shia Imam, 
in the center of Mashhad. 
The body of President Raei-
si has arrived in Mashhad, 
where he will be laid to rest 
in the mausoleum of Imam 
Reza, the eighth Shia Imam. 

Iran’s 
‘Martyr’ FM 
laid to rest

From Page 01
Ali Bagheri Kani, who attend-
ed the ceremony, described 
Amir-Abdollahian as a martyr 
who had “guaranteed the 
revolutionary nature of the 
foreign ministry”. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kan’ani, who also attended 
the ceremony, assured that 
“there will be no disruption 
in Iran’s rapid movement 
in the field of foreign policy 
and international relations”. 
“The loss of Amir-Abdollahian 
is certainly a loss for Iran’s 
diplomatic system, but the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is a sys-
tem based on institutions and 
basic approaches in the field 
of relations and foreign poli-
cy arising from the thoughts 
and ideals of the Imam 
[Khomeini], the principled 
approach of the Eminent 
Leader [Ayatollah Khame-
nei] and the basic principles 
in the Constitution.”

Bill against 
dual...

From Page 01
the country in which they 
hold positions of authori-
ty, privilege and trust.” He 
added that his proposed 
amendments would “ensure 
the loyalty of government 
servants in the light of Ar-
ticle 5 of the Constitution”. 
The development comes 
after MNA Noor sought a 
constitutional amendment 
to impose a complete ban 
on the appointment of judg-
es in the higher judiciary 
who are dual nationals. On 
Tuesday, the lawmaker also 
submitted a Constitutional 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, to 
NA Secretariat which has 
sought modifications in the 
Constitution’s Articles 177, 
193, and 208, shutting all 
legal routes to the appoint-
ments of those judges, who 
have foreign nationalities.

Verdict on 
May 29
From Page 01

Raja is Khan’s lawyer in the 
case, while Bushra Bibi’s 
counsel Usman Gul and 
prosecutor Adnan Ali were 
present in court when the 
verdict was reserved. The 
assistant counsel for the 
complainant said Rizwan Ab-
basi, the lawyer of Khawar 
Maneka — Bushra Bibi’s for-
mer husband — has to give 
arguments, as the record 
is not with him. Addressing 
Bushra Bibi’s lawyer, the 
sessions judge told him to 
give the final arguments. The 
judge also asked for Abbasi to 
present his arguments in the 
court today via video link.

Djokovic secures victory on 
birthday to advance at Geneva
The 24-time Grand Slam champion, is participating in the 

ATP 250 tournament in Switzerland for the first time

ISLAMABAD: A vendor selling men scarf outside Laal Masjid in the Federal Capital. – Online

Sports Desk 

Geneva: Novak Djokovic clinched a vic-
tory on his 37th birthday as he defeated 
Germany’s Yannick Hanfmann in a rain-in-
terrupted match to advance into the quar-
ter-finals of the Geneva Open. Djokovic, 
a 24-time Grand Slam champion, is par-
ticipating in the ATP 250 tournament in 
Switzerland for the first time as part of his 
preparations for the French Open and se-
cured a 6-3 6-3 win. This places him as only 
the third player - following Jimmy Connors 
and Roger Federer - to reach 1,100 wins 
on the ATP Tour. Following the match, the 
crowd sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Djokovic 
and he was also presented with a chocolate 
birthday cake by tournament officials.
“My birthday wouldn’t have been the same 
if I had not won the match,” said Djokovic. 
“I’m very grateful for all the people that 
came out to support me and thank you for 
the birthday song, that was very special for 

me.” The top-ranked player in the world 
has not yet made it to a final in 2024 and 
will next encounter either Canada’s Denis 

Shapovalov or Dutch sixth seed TallonGriek-
spoor. In the first round, Hanfmann secured 
a 7-5 6-2 victory against Britain’s Andy Mur-

ray, who was competing in his first ATP 
Tour-level match since sustaining ankle lig-
ament damage at the Miami Open in March. 
However, the 32-year-old German, ranked 
85th in the world, had his serve broken by 
Djokovic in the sixth game and then failed 
to convert two break-point opportunities 
soon after. With Djokovic serving for the set 
at 5-3, Hanfmann missed four break points 
before the match was paused at deuce in the 
ninth game, marking the beginning of a rain 
delay lasting more than an hour.
When play resumed, Djokovic swiftly secured 
the set, although Hanfmann subsequently 
broke his serve at the beginning of the second 
set, taking a 3-0 lead. He had an opportunity 
to secure a double break but failed to capital-
ise on it, as Djokovic managed to level the 
match in the following game, assisted by 
a superbly executed sliced drop shot that 
Hanfmann couldn’t retrieve. Djokovic, 
bolstered by two superb cross-court win-
ners in the ninth game, went on to win six 
consecutive games to clinch the victory. 

Atalanta shatter record books 
after Europa League triumph

Ademola Lookman’s brilliant hat-trick 
helped Atalanta bag a second major trophy

 
Web Desk

LONDON: Atalanta shattered record 
books after their 3-0 victory over Bayer 
Leverkusen in the final of the Europa 
League on Wednesday. AdemolaLook-

man’s brilliant hat-trick helped Atalan-
ta bag a second major trophy in their 
117-year history in the final in Dublin. 
According to Opta, at 66 years and 117 
days, GianPieroGasperini is the oldest 
coach to win his debut major Europe-
an final, and the second Italian coach 

to win the UEFA Europa League after 
Maurizio Sarri in 2019. Atalanta also 
won their first major European trophy, 
becoming the first Italian team to win 
the UEFA Cup/Europa League since 
Parma in 1999. Meanwhile, Lookman 
is only the second player to score a 
hat-trick in the final of a major Europe-
an competition for an Italian side, after 
PierinoPrati in Milan against Ajax in 
the 1969 European Cup. Gasperini was 
over the moon after 25 “cursed” years 
as his side became the first Italian club 
to win the competition since Parma in 
1999, when it was known as the UEFA 
Cup. “Hugely proud for all of Italy, be-
cause it was a cursed trophy, even if it 
was only Inter and Roma who made the 
final over the last 25 years and lost,” 
Gasperini told reporters. “Having won 
it with Atalanta is perhaps one of those 
footballing fairytales that very rarely hap-
pen and it does show there’s still room 
for meritocracy in football. “There’s still 
room for ideas, and it doesn’t only come 
down to numbers and the super league 
(clubs).” Bayer Leverkusen coach Xabi 
Alonso was happy for his side’s Euro-
pean record unbeaten run but will try 
to use the pain of Wednesday’s Europa 
League final defeat to motivate them 
for another final in three days time. 

KP govt 
furious as CM 
not invited...

From Page 01
The upcoming session will 
be attended by the top of-
ficials, including deputy 
prime minister-cum-foreign 
minister Senator Ishaq Dar, 
ministers for information, 
finance, defence, planning 
and development, com-
merce, law and justice, wa-
ter resources, and provincial 
chief secretaries. Reacting 
to the development, KP 
government’s spokesperson 
Barrister Muhammad Ali 
Saif censured the federal 
government, saying that the 
“Form 47 government of 
Shehbaz Sharif” exhibited 
bias towards the province.” 
“Fake ‘Form 47’ govern-
ment is pushing the coun-
try towards provincialism. 
We would not accept any 
decision regarding the fate 
of our province possessing 
natural resources in the ab-
sence of the chief minister. 
The KP government strong-
ly condemns this biased 
step,” he added. Adviser to 
KP CM on Finance Muzzam-
mil Aslam slammed the Cen-
tre’s decision for not inviting 
CM Gandapur to the SIFC 
apex committee’s session 
bearing “malice” and an “in-
sult of the public mandate”.

PTI stands 
firm against 
political...

From Page 01
we will take up the matter 
in the National Assembly,” 
he said while addressing 
the media outside Adiala 
Jail after meeting PTI found-
er Imran Khan. Flanked by 
other leaders, he said: “We 
will have a peaceful protest 
all over Pakistan.” He add-
ed: “If any kind of statement 
is taken from Mian Aslam 
Iqbal under pressure, we 
will not accept it. He urged 
Hammad Azhar and Mian 
Aslam Iqbal to lead the party 
after completing their cases. 
He continued: “A number 
of our women are in jails. 
Yasmeen Rashid’s condition 
worsened and she was shift-
ed to the hospital. “Bushra 
Bibi is being subjected to 
political persecution though 
she has nothing to do with 
politics.  “Bushra Bibi is not 
a weakness of the PTI found-
er. We have visited Chaman 
and Pishin in Balochistan

PM to visit 
China in 

first week...
From Page 01

Ahead of the visit, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar and Plan-
ning Minister Ahsan Iqbal 
already travelled to Beijing. 
Dar co-chaired the strategic 
dialogue with his Chinese 
counterpart where both 
countries agreed to deepen 
their cooperation and vowed 
not to let incidents such as 
the one targeting Chinese 
engineers disrupt their ties. 
At least five Chinese engi-
neers were killed when a sui-
cide bomber blew himself up 
near Besham targeting the 
Chinese convoy. This was 
the latest attack targeting 
Chinese nationals and raised 
concerns in China about the 
safety and security of their 
citizens working in Pakistan.

Govt blocks 
over 11,000 
SIMs so far

From Page 01
The FBR, a day earlier, 
announced that more than 
9,000 SIMs of the non-fil-
ers had been blocked all 
over the country as per the 
directives of the tax col-
lection body. The spokes-
person had said the FBR 
informed the telecommu-
nication companies about 
the decision to block SIMs 
in order to curb tax evasion 
to improve revenue gener-
ation amid dire economic 
indicators in a meeting held 
earlier this week.  “The 
decision has been made 
by parliament, therefore, 
the government’s decision 
should be implemented in 
any case,” he had added.

Business 
friendly...

From Page 01
He expressed the confidence 
that the bilateral trade rela-
tions would further strength-
en with increase in coopera-
tion between the companies 
of the two countries. During 
the meeting, the prime 
minister also extended in-
vitation to the delegation 
of Abu Dhabi Fund for De-
velopment to visit Pakistan.

Indian-origin Trishan 
Patel joins Pakistan’s 

football side
Patel joined team’s camp in Islamabad 

as they are preparing for final two  
games of World Cup Qualifiers

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Trishan Patel, a British football coach of Indian ori-
gin, has officially joined the Pakistan football team as an assistant 
coach and performance analyst. Patel joined the team’s camp in 
Islamabad as they are preparing for their final two games of the 
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers against Saudi Arabia and Tajikistan. 
Patel, who previously worked with the team remotely, brings 
a wealth of experience from his diverse coaching background. 
He has worked with various organizations, clubs, and schools 
across England, including prominent clubs such as Liverpool 
and Luton Town. The Pakistan Football Federation announced 
Patel’s arrival through their social media channels, featuring Pa-
tel in the national team’s kit. Patel began his football coaching 
career in 2006 as a scouting coach. In 2009, he joined Premier 
League side Luton Town as a Community Coach, where he re-
mained until 2015. A holder of the UEFA A license, Patel joined 
Biggleswade United in 2019 as an assistant manager. Addition-
ally, he has worked as an international academy coach with Liv-
erpool and has also been involved with Berkhamsted.
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T he forest depart-
ment in Punjab has 
long been plagued 

by political pressure, lead-
ing to the inappropriate 
posting and transfers of 
forest officers. Influential 
officers often use their 
Political connections to 
secure postings in their 
preferred areas, where 
they remain for extend-
ed periods regardless 
of their performance or 
the needs of the depart-
ment. This phenomenon 
is particularly evident 
in cities like Lahore 
and Rawalpindi, where 
officers such as Chief 
Conservator Rawalpindi 
Sheikh Saqib and Con-
servator Rawalpindi 
Abid Gondal have held 
positions for decades.
One of the key issues 
highlighted in the case 
of Punjab’s forest man-
agement is the lack of 
adherence to tenure rules. 
According to regulations, 

forest officers should be 
transferred from one area 
to another every three 
years to prevent the devel-
opment of vested interests 
. Chief Conservators play a 
pivotal role in shaping for-
est management policies 
and practices. In Punjab, 
individuals like Sheikh Sa-
qib and Abid Gondal exert 
significant influence over 
decision-making process-
es. Therefore, it is illegal 
for both of them and other 
forest officers like them 
to be posted in favored 
areas for more than three 
years.Their long tenures 
in favored areas not only 
perpetuate inefficiencies 
but also undermine the 
merit-based system of 
promotions and transfers.
The consequences of po-
litical interference in for-
est management extend 
beyond administrative 
inefficiencies. The mis-
allocation of resources 
and the neglect of certain 
regions can have pro-
found environmental im-
plications, including de-
forestation, habitat loss, 
and biodiversity decline. 
lack of accountability 
and transparency in de-
cision-making processes 
undermines public trust 
and participation in con-
servation efforts.
Addressing the systemic 
issues within Punjab’s for-
est department requires 
comprehensive reforms 
that prioritize meritoc-

racy, transparency, and 
environmental sustainabil-
ity. Chief Minister Punjab 
Maryam Nawaz has a crit-
ical role to play in initiat-
ing these reforms and re-
sisting political pressure 
in the appointment and 
transfer of forest officers. 
A full shuffling of officers 
based on merit rather than 
political considerations is 
essential to revitalizing 
the department and safe-
guarding Punjab’s forest 
resources.
To prevent the undue 
influence of political 
actors, transfers and 
postings within the for-
est department should 
be conducted strictly on 
merit. Objective crite-
ria, such as performance 
evaluations, expertise, 
and the needs of dif -
ferent regions, should 
guide decision-making 
processes. Regular ro-
tations of of f icers  be -
tween regions should 
be enforced to  prevent 
the development  of 
vested interests  and 
to  promote cross -re -
g ional  learning and 
col laborat ion.  Enhanc -
ing environmental  gov -
ernance mechanisms 
is  cr ucia l  for  ensur-
ing accountabi l i t y  and 
transparency in forest 
management. Public 
participation in deci-
sion-making processes, 
including consultations 
with local communi-

ties and environmental 
NGOs, can help foster a 
sense of ownership and 
responsibility towards 
forest resources. The use 
of technology, such as 
Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) and remote 
sensing, can improve mon-
itoring and enforcement 
efforts, reducing the inci-
dence of illegal logging and 
encroachment.The degra-
dation of forest resources 
in Punjab, Pakistan, due 
to political interference in 
forest management poses 
a significant threat to en-
vironmental sustainability 
and public welfare. Address-
ing this challenge requires 
bold reforms that prioritize 
meritocracy, transparency, 
and accountability within the 
forest department. By imple-
menting merit-based trans-
fers, promoting environmen-
tal governance, and investing 
in capacity building, Punjab 
can pave the way for sus-
tainable forest management 
practices that benefit both 
present and future genera-
tions. Minister Maryam Au-
rangzeb suspended the forest 
officers of South Zone on a 
complaint. But why it is still 
hidden from his eyes that the 
influential forest officers are 
posted in the same area for 
decades.
The Chief Minster Punjab 
should take personal inter-
est in the matter and order 
an immediate inquiry so 
that the delinquent persons 
should be taken to task.

Will CM Punjab be able to implement 
merit and rules in the forest dept ?

Briefs
Pakistan 
to export 

nurses staff 
to Malaysia

ISLAMABAD: The Over-
seas Employment Corpo-
ration (OEC), an attached 
department of Ministry of 
Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Develop-
ment would export around 
100 female nursing staff to 
a health firm in Malaysia. 
An official told APP here on 
Thursday, that the demand 
of female nursing staff in 
Malaysia was increasing 
with the passage of time 
due to the high qualified 
and expert staff of health al-
ready working in the differ-
ent hospitals of Malaysia. 
He said that OEC already 
had announced that appli-
cation from job seekers to 
apply for Malaysia and pre-
scribed qualifications and 
experience.
He informed that 100 nurs-
es were required for ICU 
with the diploma in nursing 
or Bachelor of science in 
nursing 16 or post RN from 
recognized institution.
The candidate should have 
registration from the Nurs-
ing Council, and a Minimum 
of 03 years related working 
experience in the hospital 
setting. He said specialized 
post-basic training in OT/
ICU & Pediatric would be 
preferred, and age not more 
than 45 years. The Basic 
Monthly Salary would be 
3,000 to 4,500 RM.—dna

Uninterrupted 
electricity in 
ICT Schools 
demanded

ISLAMABAD: Ministry 
of Federal Education and 
Professional Training has 
requested the Power Divi-
sion (Ministry of Energy) to 
ensure the provision of unin-
terrupted electricity in the 
government schools of Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT) 
in order to save the students 
especially till Grade-5th from 
the scorching heat wave.  Ac-
cording to the details, in this 
regard Secretary, the Min-
istry of Federal Education 
has written a letter to the 
Ministry of Energy (Power 
Division), drawing the atten-
tion of relevant authorities to-
wards power outrage during 
school hours in ICT. “Thou-
sands of students at present 
are studying in more than 
400 schools/ colleges of Fed-
eral Directorate of Education 
(FDE) under this Ministry 
are suffering inversely due to 
extreme hot summer under 
the scorching temperature of 
40 degree Celsius.”  “More-
over, unprecedented power 
outrage in the country as well 
in ICT during school hours 
add further miseries to the stu-
dents of schools/colleges” the 
letter said. “As numerous cas-
es are reported during school 
hours in the number.—APP

ANF recovers 
24 kg drugs 

in five 
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting five operations 
across the country managed 
to recover over 24 kg drugs 
and arrested four suspects, 
said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Thurs-
day. He informed that 28 
grams weed was recovered 
from a parcel sent from 
England at a courier office 
in Rawalpindi. 12 kg opium 
was recovered from the 
possession of an accused 
rounded up near Swat Mo-
torway Toll Plaza Nowshera. 
In the third operation, 12 
kg hashish was recovered 
from an accused arrested 
near GT Road, Attock. In 
two separate operations in 
Quetta, 126 intoxicated tab-
lets were recovered from 
two suspects. Cases under 
the Anti-Narcotics Act have 
been registered against the 
arrested accused and further 
investigations are under pro-
cess.—APP

PM extends 
warm wishes 
to Buddhists 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day extended warm wishes 
to the Buddhists across the 
world celebrating Vesak fes-
tival being observed today. 
Vesak, the Day of the Full 
Moon in the month of May, 
is the most sacred day to 
millions of Buddhists around 
the world. Besides being the 
birthday of Buddha two and 
a half millennia ago, it also 
marks Buddha’s attainment 
as well as his death. —APP

IRSA releases 
272,000 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Thursday released 272,000 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
302,000 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released by 
IRSA, water level in River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1468.31 feet and was 70.31 
feet higher than its dead lev-
el of 1,398 feet. Water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 112,000 cusecs 
and 100,000 cusecs respec-
tively.  The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1178.55 feet, which was 
128.55 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 63,000 cusecs 
and 45,000 cusecs respec-
tively. —APP

PIA offers 
20 percent 
discount 

BEIJING: Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) has of-
fered 20 percent discount for 
Pakistani students traveling 
from China to Pakistan.
The national flag carrier has 
also increased baggage al-
lowance up to 60 kilograms, 
an official of the airline told 
APP here on Thursday. At 
present, PIA is operating 
one weekly flight on Islama-
bad-Beijing-Islamabad route 
on every Sunday.  The stu-
dents who are planning to 
go to Pakistan for summer 
holidays or want to travel to 
homeland after completion 
of their educational degrees 
could take benefit from the 
discount.  Talking to APP, 
Ali Imran, a Pakistani re-
searcher, said that a large 
number of Pakistani stu-
dents are currently stud-
ying in different cities in 
China. The discount of-
fered by PIA would great-
ly facilitate them as they 
could enjoy both discount 
in fare and increase in the 
baggage allowance.—APP

An eye-witness account 
of Raisi helicopter crash

Shortly after, we were able to see beneath us and there were no clouds anymore and we had reached 
the area of the copper mine. We realised however that our pilot is making an U-turn suddenly so 
I asked him why? He said that one of our helicopters is missing. We estimate that they made an 

emergency landing, because we also have no radio contact with it anymore

DNA

TEHRAN: The Chief of Staff of 
Iran has given an eye witness 
account of the crash. The chief 
of staff was present in the 3rd 
helicopter. He said, “After our 
noon prayers, we departed to-
wards the direction of Tabriz. The 
weather was clear, there was no 
weather condition to be worried 
about. After half an hour being 
in the air, prior to reaching the 
Sungun copper mine, there was a 
small patch of clouds; interviewer 
asks: “So there was no fog?” He 
replied, not at all. There was fog 
on the ground, but not in up the 
air where we were advancing with 
the helicopters. However in one 
small compacted area, there was a 

small patch of clouds above a cliff. 
In terms of height, this cloud was 
on the same height as our flight’s 
height. It was there when the 
now-martyred helicopter pilot, 
who was also the commander of 
the fleet, that told the rest of the 
pilots to ascend above the clouds. 
We were the 3rd pilot, behind the 
president’s helicopter. We came 
above the clouds, we advanced for 
approximately 30 seconds. Our pi-
lot suddenly realised that the main 
helicopter carrying the president 
is missing. Interviewer asks: “You 
didn’t see the helicopter anymore 
after ascending?” He replied, yes 
exactly, after ascending above the 
clouds, we didn’t see the main 
helicopter. The ascension itself 
didn’t feel difficult or hard. Some-
times, when we use the plane we 

feel turbulence but we didn’t feel 
anything at all inside the helicop-
ter this time, when ascending. 
And after we ascended there were 
no other clouds. Interviewer asks: 
“So beyond this, there were no 
weather forecasts mentioning any 
disturbances in the weather to 
make it unsafe?” He replied, no 
there wasn’t any. Shortly after, we 
were able to see beneath us and 
there were no clouds anymore 
and we had reached the area of 
the copper mine. We realised 
however that our pilot is making 
an U-turn suddenly so I asked him 
why? He said that one of our hel-
icopters is missing. We estimate 
that they made an emergency 
landing, because we also have 
no radio contact with it anymore. 
So I asked him when was the last 

time contact was made? The pi-
lot answered: “A minute and 30 
seconds ago, when the pilot told 
us to ascend above the clouds.” 
Our pilot circled around the 
area a couple of times, but the 
area with the cloud patch was 
also invisible to us and it was 
too risky to enter that area. We 
failed several times to make any 
radio contact. We were forced to 
make a landing after 30 seconds 
at the Sungun copper mine to in-
vestigate. During the flight, we 
had continuous cell phone calls 
with the passengers, including 
the bodyguard, Mr. Abdollahian, 
the governor of East-Azerbaijan 
and the Friday imam of Tabriz. 
However we tried calling all of 
them without luck. After some 
tries, calling the cellphone of 

the captain accompanying the 
president, someone picked the 
phone. It was Ayatollah Hashem, 
the friday imam of Tabriz. He 
told us that I’m not feeling well. 
He didn’t tell us anything spe-
cial. I asked him what exactly 
has happened? He told us that he 
didn’t know what has happened, 
when asked on his whereabouts, 
he said that he didn’t know. He 
only described what he could 
see, described to us what he 
saw, e.g. surrounded by trees. I 
asked him about the condition of 
the others, the Ayatollah replied 
that he’s alone and couldn’t see 
anyone else and he’s alone. The 
copper mine had good facilities 
such as ambulances and the 
necessary vehicles. We formed a 
team to go and se
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Nikki Haley pledges her 
vote to Trump

Washington: Former presidential hopeful Nikki Haley said Wednesday she will vote for 
Donald Trump in the US election, but said her one-time bitter rival would have to work to 
win over her moderate support base as he faces President Joe Biden in November. The 
former South Carolina governor, 52, abandoned her White House ambitions in March 
after suffering several heavy defeats in primary contests -- and had not previously indi-
cated whether she would support the man who referred to her repeatedly as “birdbrain.” 
Despite having made withering criticism of the scandal-plagued ex-president, Haley said 
at an event for the Washington-based Hudson Institute, a conservative think tank, that she 
was urging Trump to make nice with her support base. “Trump would be smart to reach 
out to the millions of people who voted for me and continue to support me and not assume 
that they’re just going to be with him. And I genuinely hope he does that,” she said. More 
than two months after ending her White House campaign, Haley has continued to scoop 
a significant chunk of votes in presidential primary contests -- underlining a persistent re-
fusal among a sizable bloc of Republicans to get behind Trump. “I put my priorities on a 
president who’s going to have the backs of our allies and hold our enemies to account, 
who would secure the border -- no more excuses -- a president who would support 
capitalism and freedom, a president who understands we need less debt, not more 
debt,” she said. “Trump hasn’t been perfect on these policies. I’ve made that clear, 
many, many times. But Biden has been a catastrophe. So I will be voting for Trump.” 
Trump and Haley traded at times vicious barbs during the state-by-state nominating 
contests, when the former UN ambassador warned that nominating her one-time boss 
would spell general election defeat for Republicans.She said a majority of voters were 
opposed to a rematch between “chaos” candidate Trump and Biden, two men aged 
77 and 81 respectively who she said were past their prime. “He’s getting meaner and 
more offensive by the day,” Haley said ahead of a defeat in her home state of South 
Carolina in February. “He’s completely distracted, and everything is about him. He’s 
so obsessed with his demons in the past that he can’t focus on the future Americans 
deserve,” she told supporters. Haley criticized Trump’s comments attacking NATO 
nations and referred repeatedly to the many court appearances he has been making 
as he faces multiple criminal indictments and lawsuits. “It’s not normal to spend $50 
million dollars in campaign contributions on personal court cases,” Haley said. “It’s 
not normal to threaten people who back your opponent, and it’s not normal to call on 
Russia to invade NATO countries.” Trump returned the compliment by categorically 
ruling her out of contention to be his running mate. Trump has failed to make inroads 
with Haley’s moderate backers, and will see her public show of support as a huge boon 
ahead of the Republican nominating convention in July. The tenacity of the Haley vote 
long after she quit the race for the Republican presidential nomination prompted US 
media to refer to her ongoing presence on the primary stage as a “zombie campaign.” 
The primaries laid bare Trump’s key shortcoming -- his lack of appeal among the moder-
ates, independents and voters with college degrees he will need to prevail against Biden.  
Meanwhile the Biden campaign had been reaching across the aisle, hoping to attract Haley 
voters. It released a TV spot in April targeting suburban battlegrounds with the message: 
“If you voted for Nikki Haley, Donald Trump doesn’t want your vote.”—DNA

Russian assets plan 
for aiding Ukraine to 
dominate G7 meet

Stresa: G7 finance ministers gather in Italy on Thursday 
for a three-day meeting dominated by plans to use Russian 
assets to help Ukraine, as well as new sanctions on Moscow 
and the commercial threat posed by China.
The ministers and central bankers from the Group of Seven 
world powers are meeting in Stresa, on the shores of northern 
Italy’s Lake Maggiore, to prepare for the larger summit of G7 
heads of state next month in Puglia. Top of the agenda is a 
plan to finance crucial aid to Ukraine using the interest gener-
ated by the 300 billion euros ($325 billion) of Russian central 
bank assets frozen by the G7 and Europe.  The United States 
has proposed granting Ukraine, which has been fighting a 
Russian invasion for more than two years, up to $50 billion 
in loans secured by this interest. “It’s vital and urgent that we 
collectively find a way forward to unlock the value of Russian 
sovereign assets immobilised in our jurisdictions for the ben-
efit of Ukraine,” US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said this 
week. The details of the US plan have not yet been finalised, 
including who would issue the debt -- the US alone or G7 coun-
tries as a whole. But it will serve as a basis for G7 discussions, 
according to a Treasury source in Italy, which as G7 president 
this year is hosting the Stresa talks. The US proposal is an 
“interesting way forward” but “any decision must have a solid 
legal basis”, the source said. Time is of the essence, as the 
slow speed of European material reaching Kyiv and the near-
halt in US aid for months during wrangling in Washington have 
strained Ukraine’s capabilities just as Russia has regained 
the initiative on the ground. —DNA

The Chief Minster Punjab should take personal interest  
in the matter and order an immediate inquiry so that the  

delinquent persons should be taken to task

Armed bandits kill 
around 20 in Niger

Niamey, Niger: Armed bandits killed around 20 people in a village in Niger’s restive 
Tillaberi region earlier this week, public radio reported on Wednesday. The news came 
a day after the defence ministry said suspected Militants had killed seven soldiers in the 
region plagued for years by rebels linked to Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State group. “The 
Tillaberi region... was plunged into mourning following an attack perpetrated by armed bandits 
on Monday May 20, 2024” on the village of Djambala, La Voix du Sahel radio station said. 
The attack “unfortunately caused the loss of around 20 people”, it added. Niger’s military 
strongman Abdourahamane Tiani has asked his youth minister and government spokesman 
Abdramane Amadou to “express the compassion of the Nigerien people and present condo-
lences to the victims’ families”, the radio station said. Tillaberi is in the vast and unstable 
“three borders” region between Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso, where insurgents have carried 
out attacks for years despite the massive deployment of anti-militant forces. On Tuesday, the 
defence ministry said its forces killed “several dozen terrorists” after an attack on a military 
position in Tillaberi on Monday that left seven soldiers dead.—APP

Dhaka: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed khan signing condo-
lence book at the Iranian Embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Iranian Ambassador is standing next.—DNA
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Petitions filed in HCs 
against Pemra’s move

Petition says notification violates 
public’s right of access to information, 

journalists’ freedom of speech

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Three separate petitions have been filed in 
Sindh, Lahore, and Islamabad high courts against Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority’s (Pemra) notification 
prohibiting TV channels from news of court proceedings. In 
a notification issued on May 21, the media watchdog directed 
all satellite news channel licensees that no content, including 
commentary, opinions, or suggestions about the potential fate 
of such sub-judice matter which tends to prejudice the deter-
mination by a court shall be aired. “Further, TV Channels are 
directed to refrain from airing tickers/headlines with regard 
to court proceedings till the final order,” it added. All satel-
lite TV channel licensees were also directed to ensure strict 
compliance to the Pemra laws in line with the judgment of the 
Supreme Court “in Suo Moto Case No. 28 of 2018 (reported 
as 2019 PLD SC 1) in letter and spirit”. The media watch-
dog also warned of legal action in case of any violation. The 
petition filed by the court reporters’ association in IHC said 
that through the notification, Pemra has imposed a blanket 
ban on the live reporting of statements in open court by the 
various actors of the justice system: judges, lawyers, parties, 
and witnesses. “By imposing a blackout on court proceedings 
without even consulting the judiciary, Pemra is effectively 
committing an assault on the independence of the judiciary, 
in addition to violating the public’s right of access to informa-
tion, journalists’ freedom of speech and litigants’ right to a 
fair trial.” Last but not least, the notifications, which sound a 
death knell for the profession of courtroom journalism, have 
jeopardised the right to livelihood of the members of the 
petitioners’ organisations and amount to a violation of their 
rights under Article 18 of the Constitution, read the petition.

The drills are the first substantive response from China 
to swearing-in of Taiwan President Lai Ching-te on 

Monday, after he won the election in January
Foreign Desk

Beijing: Beijing has launched a two-day military drill in 
the waters and airspace around the self-governing island 
of Chinese Taipei, as “punishment” for what it called the 
“separatist acts” of holding an election and inaugurating a 
new president. The Chinese state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported that the Eastern Theater Command of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) started the drills on Thursday 
early morning in the Taiwan Strait, the north, south and 
east of the self-ruled island, as well as areas around the 
islands of Kinmen, Matsu, Wuqiu and Dongyin.
The drills are the first substantive response from China to 
swearing-in of Taiwan President Lai Ching-te on Monday, 
after he won the election in January. Both Lai and his pre-
decessor, Tsai Ing-wen, are from the pro-sovereignty Dem-
ocratic Progressive party (DPP), which Beijing considers 
to be separatists. In Lai’s first address to the public after 
taking his oath, he said that “the Republic of China, Taiwan, 
is a sovereign and independent nation with sovereignty rest-
ing in the people” and stressed that his government would 
make no concessions on its democracy and freedoms. Doz-
ens of fighter jets armed with live missiles were part of the 
mock strikes, code-named Joint Sword-2024A that targeted 
high-value military assets, such as ships and warplanes, 
Chinese military Eastern Theater Command spokesperson 

Naval Colonel Li Xi told CCTV. Li called the drills a “strong 
punishment” for “separatist acts,” adding that the exercises 
are “a stern warning against the interference and provoca-
tion by external forces,” Xinhua reported. China’s military 
said its drills focus on joint sea-air combat-readiness patrols, 
precision strikes on key targets, and integrated operations 
inside and outside the island to test the “joint real combat 
capabilities” of its forces. On the other hand, the Ministry of 
Defense in the self-ruled island has condemned China’s mil-
itary exercises around the self-ruled island, adding that Tai-
pei has dispatched naval, air, and ground forces to “defend 
the [island’s] sovereignty.” The ministry said it had placed 
its military on “high alert” in response to China’s drills, 
which it described as “irrational provocations and actions 
that disrupt regional peace and stability.”
Moreover, China’s Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) issued a 
statement on Wednesday, firmly stating its stance against 
any form of “Taiwan independence’ separatist activities” 
and vowed to take action against the DPP authorities for 
collaborating with external forces in their pursuit of inde-
pendence. China has stepped up military activities around 
the island ever since Tsai Ing-wen was elected for her first 
term as president in 2016. It has often taken more aggres-
sive measures during meetings between Taiwanese offi-
cials and US politicians, a crucial ally of Taiwan, and initiat-
ed an unprecedented set of military exercises after a visit 
by former US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in August 2022.

Beijing launches military 
drills encircling Chinese Taipei

Briefs
Sunak, 

Starmer hit 
campaign 

trail 
LONDON: British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak and 
his rival, Labour Party lead-
er Keir Starmer, kicked off 
their election campaigns on 
Thursday, each arguing that 
only they can snap the coun-
try out of its economic and 
political malaise.
Sunak, whose Conservative 
Party has trailed Labour 
by around 20 percentage 
points in opinion polls since 
he became PM in October 
2022, shocked and angered 
many in his party when he 
gambled on a July 4 elec-
tion, calling it months earli-
er than expected.
He argued on Thursday that 
the economy was turning a 
corner and he had a plan to 
tackle illegal immigration. 
But with prices in the shops 
up 21 per cent in the last 
three years and the nation-
al health service buckling 
under record waiting times, 
it may be hard to persuade 
voters that Britain is on 
the right track. Sunak also 
admitted the first flights 
sending illegal migrants to 
Rwanda, a flagship policy, 
would not take off before 
the election. Legal chal-
lenges are already lined 
up. The former investment 
banker announced his deci-
sion in the pouring rain in 
Downing Street on Wednes-
day, having to shout over 
protesters blaring the song 
“Things Can Only Get Bet-
ter” — an anthem associat-
ed with Labour’s crushing 
1997 election victory under 
Tony Blair that ended the 
last long period of Conserv-
ative rule. – Agencies 

BHC disposes 
of treason 
petition 

against Imran 
DNA

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) on 
Thursday disposed of a 
petition seeking high trea-
son proceedings against 
PTI founder Imran Khan. 
BHC’s two-member bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Hashim Khan Kakar and 
Justice ShaukatRakhshani 
announced the ruling on the 
petition filed by Advocate 
Amanullah, alleging the for-
mer prime minister of dis-
solving the National Assem-
bly unconstitutionally.
The petitioner had pleaded 
the court to start proceed-
ings against Khan under Ar-
ticle 6 of the Constitution.
During the hearing, the 
PTI founder’s lawyer raised 
objections over the jurisdic-
tion of the high court, argu-
ing that the case did not fall 
under the BHC jurisdiction.
The high court later de-
clared the petition non 
maintainable after accept-
ing the arguments present-
ed by defence lawyer over 
jurisdiction matter.

Aleema Khan 
to continue 

‘fight for 
justice’

Mehtab Pirzada

R AWA L P I N D I : A l e e m a 
Khan, the sister of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) found-
er Imran Khan, has said her 
fight for justice will go on. 
Talking to the media at the 
high court, she said she came 
to hear good news but the 
prosecutor started reading 
the ‘entire booklet, he pre-
pared to delay the decision’.  
“We came to hear good news. 
We went to the courtroom 
but to no avail. The govern-
ment lawyer started reading 
the entire booklet,” she said.
She mentioned the judge’s 
question to the prosecu-
tor, saying: “Today, Justice 
Amir Farooq asked a very 
beautiful question whether 
there was a fair trial.” She 
added: “The prosecutor 
prepared a book for Jus-
tice Amir Farooq’s reply.  
“I think we have heard 10 
per cent of the book today. 
Justice Amir Farooq should 
have asked this question 
on the first day.” However, 
she said she would keep 
on waiting for justice. She 
called Rauf Hasan attack a 
murder attempt and cited 
the PTI founder as saying 
‘enough is enough.’ She 
called upon authorities to 
bring to book the attackers.

Naqvi directs 
Nadra to 

make national 
registration 

policy
Adil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD: Federal In-
terior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi while presiding over 
a review meeting regarding 
National Database Regis-
tration Authority (NADRA) 
on Thursday directed to 
make National Registration 
Policy. The minister in a 
meeting said that authen-
ticity of identity card and 
citizenship is of utmost im-
portance, therefore, a com-
prehensive policy should be 
evolved in this regard.
He also directed to develop 
consensus of all provinces 
on this policy because un-
ion council has the status 
of foundation and access of 
NADRA to Union Councils 
is necessary in this connec-
tion. He said that the poli-
cy will make citizen’s reg-
istration transparent and 
foolproof. The new policy 
will also prevent illegal reg-
istration of citizenship, due 
to which the issue of releas-
ing identity cards and pass-
ports to foreigners came to 
light, the minister said.
The plan to increase NA-
DRA centers in six major 
cities was also reviewed in 
a meeting. Apart from Ka-
rachi, Lahore, Peshawar, 
Quetta, Islamabad, and 
Rawalpindi, Multan had 
been decided to be included 
in this plan. The plan should 
be finalized and implement-
ed in the next few days, so 
that people could avoid un-
necessary rush and hassle, 
said the Interior Minister.
NADRA counters should 
also be started in service 
centers for the convenience 
of the people, he directed.

Skardu-bound 
flight narrowly 

escapes 
accident 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: A private air-
line bound from Islamabad 
to Skardu narrowly escaped 
an accident immediately af-
ter take-off from Islamabad 
airport. The flight captain 
told the Air Traffic Control-
ler (ATC) that after the take 
off the aircraft’s landing 
gear was not getting closed.
The plane made two circles 
in the air and landed safely at 
the Islamabad International 
Airport. After the incident, 
the private airline’s flight 
PA-251 was cancelled. Skar-
du International Airport is 
strategically located in the 
heart of Gilgit-Baltistan.

Israel occupation forces 
launch deadly Gaza strikes
Top UN court to rule today on South Africa Gaza ceasefire bid

News Desk

GAZA: Israel launched devastating air 
strikes on Gaza early Thursday while also 
saying it is ready to resume stalled talks on 
a truce and hostage release deal with Ha-
mas to pause the war raging since October 
7. The Gaza Strip’s civil defense agency 
said two pre-dawn air strikes had killed 26 
people, including 15 children, in Gaza City 
alone. Agency spokesman Mahmud Bassal 
said one strike hit a family house, killing 
16 people, in the Al-Daraj area, and anoth-
er killed 10 people inside a mosque com-
pound. There was no immediate comment 
from the Israeli military.
Fierce street battles also raged in Gaza’s 
Jabalia and Rafah where the armed wings 
of Hamas and its ally Islamic Jihad said they 
had fired mortar barrages at Israeli troops.
International pressure for a ceasefire has 
mounted on Israel and its Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu as three European 
countries said Wednesday they would rec-
ognize a Palestinian state.
The week started with the International 
Criminal Court’s prosecutor seeking arrest 
warrants on war crimes charges against Ne-
tanyahu and his defense minister as well as 
three Hamas leaders. Israel has angrily re-
jected those moves, voicing “disgust” over 
the ICC request and labelling any recogni-
tion of Palestinian statehood a “reward for 
terrorism.” But domestic pressure has also 

risen as supporters of hostages trapped 
in Gaza again rallied outside Netanyahu’s 
office, passionately demanding a deal to 
bring them home. A newly released video 
showed five female Israeli soldiers, tied up 
and some with bloodied faces, in the hands 
of Palestinian militants during the attack 

more than seven months ago.
The three-minute clip, taken from a mili-
tant’s body camera footage, was released 
by the Hostage and Missing Families Fo-
rum on Wednesday after the Israeli army 
lifted censorship on it. As the US-backed 
Israeli genocidal war on the Gaza Strip 

entered day 230 on Thursday, aerial and 
artillery strikes continued to pound and 
target different areas and massacre more 
civilians, especially in northern Gaza.
Reporters for the Palestinian Information 
Center (PIC) said that the Israeli occupa-
tion army continued to bomb homes in 
different areas of Gaza during the past 24 
hours, amid ongoing attacks in Rafah and 
Jabalia. According to media sources, Diaa 
al-Din ash-Sharfa, deputy chief of the na-
tional security forces in Gaza, was mar-
tyred in an Israeli aerial attack in al-Saraya 
area in Gaza City. Four other officers, who 
were with him, also suffered injuries.
Three civilians were injured, one seriously, 
when the Israeli army bombed displaced 
families in the Ghazi ash-Shawa School 
in Beit Hanoun, north of Gaza. Israeli 
gunboats also opened machinegun fire at 
fishermen off the shores of al-Qarara area, 
northwest of Khan Yunis, injuring two of 
them. 10 civilians were martyred, including 
a mother and five children, and many oth-
ers were injured when the Israeli army 
bombed a mosque and a religious school 
sheltering families in al-Daraj neighbor-
hood in Gaza City. 16 other civilians were 
massacred, including 10 children, when 
a five-story house was reduced to rubble 
in an Israeli airstrike in al-Daraj neigh-
borhood in Gaza City. A warplane also 
bombed an apartment near the Yarmouk 
soccer arena in Gaza City, killing and in-
juring a number of people. 
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Resistance front officials 
convene in Tehran

TEHRAN: The representatives of the region’s anti-Israeli resistance groups held 
a meeting in Tehran, attended by senior commanders of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC). A number of officials representing the resistance groups 
assembled in Tehran on the sidelines of a formal ceremony held to pay tribute to 
late Iranian President EbrahimRaisi and his entourage, who died in a helicopter 
crash on May 19. The high-profile gathering of resistance groups was participated 
by IRGC Commander Major General Hossein Salami and Commander of the IRGC 
Quds Force Brigadier General EsmaeilQaani. Tasnim has obtained information 
about the topics discussed in the meeting, which revolved around the latest po-
litical, social and military developments in Gaza, the Al-Aqsa Storm operation 
against the Israeli regime, and the role of the resistance front in the region. The 
attendees at the meeting emphasized the need for the continuation of the fight 
and struggle until the Palestinian resistance’s complete and ultimate victory in 
the Gaza Strip with the participation of all resistance groups and fronts across 
the region. A host of foreign heads of state and authorities traveled to Iran on 
Wednesday to pay tribute to President Raisi and his entourage. A helicopter car-
rying President Raisi and seven others crashed in northwestern mountainous 
forests of Iran on May 19. The tragedy killed President Raisi, Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian, Friday prayers leader of Tabriz Ayatollah Mohammad 
Ali Al-e-Hashem, Governor of East AzarbaijanMalek Rahmati, the commander of 
the president’s security team, two pilots and a flight crew. – Agencies

COAS Asim meets civil, military 
leadership in Germany visit

Army chief, German leadership 
discuss matters of mutual 
interest during meetings

Staff Report 
RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed 
AsimMunir has held meetings with civil-military lead-
ership while paying a visit to Germany, Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said Thursday. During the visit, 
he was received at the Federal Ministry of Defence by 
General Carsten Breuer, chief of defence, where he was 
presented with the guard of honour by the contingent of 
German Armed Forces. The army chief also met Chief of 
the German Army Lieutenant General AlfonsMais, and 
visited the Army Combat Training Centre, Gardelegen, 
along with his German counterpart. He was briefed on 

various facets of the centre and the training being im-
parted to the German Army and contingents of other 
armies. He also witnessed a demonstration of urban 
warfare and visited different training facilities. COAS 
Munir also met German Chancellor’s Foreign Policy 
and Security Adviser Jens Plötner, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Tobias Linder, and State Secretary 
at the Ministry of Defence Nils Hilmer.
During the meetings with the civilian and military leader-
ship, matters of mutual interest came under discussion. 
The German leadership acknowledged the Pakistan Ar-
my’s role in the fight against terrorism and in maintain-
ing peace and stability in the region. COAS Munir will 
also be visiting the German Armed Forces Command & 
Staff College, Hamburg, where he will address the stu-
dents attending the course from various countries to 
dilate upon Pakistan’s Regional and International Secu-
rity Perspective and contributions of Pakistan Armed 
Forces in the United Nations (UN) missions. 


