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Pak to seek Qatar’s 
permission to 

resell excess LNG
Islamabad preparing to secure Gulf 

state’s consent to either cancel 
shipments or sell them on spot market

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The government will approach Qatar 
seeking the Gulf state’s permission to resell the 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) imported from Doha 
in the spot market in case there’s low domestic 
demand, quoting a senior senior official from the 
Ministry of Energy a Pakistani newspaper report-
ed. The revelation comes in light of the long-term 
LNG supply contract signed between Islamabad 
and Doha back in 2016. The price revision under 
the contract is due in February 2026. Under the 
agreement, Pakistan State Oil (PSO) is obligated 
to take supplies regardless of domestic demand, 
causing pipeline issues for Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
line Limited (SNGPL) when the utility fails to con-
sume the gas. Officials have said that Pakistan is 
preparing to approach Qatar through diplomatic 
channels, seeking either to cancel shipments or 
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Tax on retailers
from today: FM

Staff Report/DNA
ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb 
said Sunday he was “very optimistic” about Pakistan secur-
ing a new International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout after 
President Asif Ali Zardari approved the tax-heavy budget 
for the next fiscal year beginning on July 1. “The IMF pro-
gramme is our assurance in terms of macro stability. We 
are taking it forward; it is inevitable. I’m very optimistic 
that we’ll be able to take it through the finish line for an 
Extended Fund Programme which is going to be larger and 
longer in nature,” the minister told reporters in Islamabad.
The cash-strapped federal government adopted a Rs18.9 tril-
lion budget laced with tax-raising measures as it had sought 
to secure a new bailout from the IMF after almost defaulting 
last year. In the budget, the government has increased the 
taxes on the already burdened salaried class, bought export-
ers into the normal tax regime, increased the petroleum levy 
to Rs70, and imposed new taxes on the real estate sectors, 
among others, to increase the tax collection.
Experts have said that while the financial blueprint is expect-
ed to help the struggling nation unlock a Fund deal, but also 
cautioned that it could lead to further inflation, which would 
draw public anger. The finance minister, talking about the 
burden on the inflation-struck masses, said: “I completely 
understand the stress that people from different sectors feel 
about additional taxes; I completely empathise and sympa-
thise, but we need to work for it.” The finance minister said 
he was clear-headed and would ensure that the government 
works to lessen the burden on the common people and busi-
nesses in the coming days by curbing leakages and improv-
ing the management system. In a nation of over 240 million 
people and where most jobs are in the informal sector, 

Continued on Page 06

Aurangzeb says IMF funding intact; govt trying to make 
is last IMF program; over Rs 600 billion corruption in 
FBR; non-filers term will not exist anymore; pension 

reforms not to apply on armed forces for one year

Millions of 
French vote 
in snap polls

The two-round vote 
could put the far-right 

in power in France  
for the first time

Agencies 
PARIS:French voters 
turned out in large num-
bers on Sunday for the first 
round of high-stakes snap 
parliamentary elections 
which could alter France’s 
trajectory and see the far-
right party of Marine Le 
Pen take power in a historic 
first. President Emmanuel 
Macron stunned the na-
tion by calling snap polls 
after the far-right National 
Rally (RN) party’s strong 
showing in European Parlia-
ment elections this month.

Continued on Page 06

Six dead as 
rains batter 
Balochistan

N-70 highway connecting 
Balochistan to KP closed 
for traffic; rescue teams 
dispatched for stranded 

passengers

Staff Report

Quetta: The death toll 
due to heavy rains which 
have been battering Ba-
lochistan for the last five 
days has risen to six leav-
ing 25 others wounded in 
various incidents across 
the province, Geo News 
reported on Sunday. The 
N-70 highway which con-
nects the province to 
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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A Taliban delegation on Sunday attended a 
United Nations-led meeting in Qatar on Afghanistan after 
organizers said women would be excluded from the gather-
ing. The two-day meeting is the third UN-sponsored gath-
ering on the Afghan crisis in the Qatari capital of Doha. 
Zabihullah Mujahid, the chief spokesman for the Taliban 
government who leads its delegation, wrote on social me-
dia platform X that the delegation met with representatives 
from countries including Russia, India and Uzbekistan on 
the sidelines of the meeting. The Taliban were not invited 
to the first meeting, and UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said they set unacceptable conditions for attending 
the second one in February, including demands that Afghan 
civil society members be excluded from the talks and that 
the Taliban be treated as the country’s legitimate rulers. 

Continued on Page 06

Asif criticises 
Kabul for inaction 
against militants

Minister says Pakistan hoped for 
cooperation from Afghan govt; however, 

Kabul wasn’t ready to take action

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defence Khawa-
ja Asif on Saturday rebuked the Afghanistan gov-
ernment for inaction against militants along the 

Continued on Page 06

Taliban delegation attends 
meeting in Qatar sans women

The Taliban were not invited to the first meeting, and UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said they set unacceptable conditions 

for attending the second one in February, including demands that 
Afghan civil society members be excluded from the talks and that 

the Taliban be treated as the country’s legitimate rulers

No immediate levy on petrol

Iran envoy condemns US 
resolution on Pakistan polls
US resolution is “open interference in domestic 
affairs of independent member of UN”, says envoy

‘Form of extortion’

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Iran on Sunday criticised the 
resolution passed by the United States Con-
gress, seeking an investigation of claims of 
“interference or irregularities” in February 
8 elections. “We condemn controversial US 
resolution on Pakistan elections,” said Iran’s 
Ambassador to Pakistan Dr Reza Amiri 
Moghadam.  The US House of Representa-
tives, earlier this week, in an overwhelming 
majority, voted to demand a “full and inde-
pendent investigation of claims of interfer-
ence or irregularities” in the polls.
The resolution HR 901 was passed by a mas-
sive 368 against seven votes on Tuesday, 
which makes 85% of the total American law-
makers in the legislature. Through the res-
olution, the US lawmakers had emphasised 
the need for the Pakistani public’s partici-
pation in the country’s democratic process 
months after its general polls were con-
tested as “rigged” and its outcome termed 
“delayed” by political parties now seated on 
the opposition benches in the legislature. 

Continued on Page 06

Senator Mushahid 
Hussain praises 

China
Senator attends event 

commemorating 70 years of 
the Five Principles of Peaceful 

Coexistence in China

Foreign Desk

BEIJING: Senator Mushahid Hussain 
has praised China for establishing an 
‘alternative new global’ order based on 
equality and justice. He made these re-
marks at an International Conference 
in Beijing organised by the Chinese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to com-
memorate 70 years of the Five Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coexistence. The 
event was attended by over 200 polit-
ical leaders, scholars, intellectuals, 

Continued on Page 06

Elections to 
be held in 

2029: Tarar
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information, Broadcasting, 
Culture and National Her-
itage Attaullah Tarar on 
Sunday said that the gen-
eral election would only be 
held in 2029 upon comple-
tion of the constitutional 
tenure of the incumbent 
government. While reacting 
to Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) 
chief Maulana Fazl-ur-Reh-
man’s presser, he said the 
Parliament was an appropri-
ate forum to do politics in 
the current circumstances. 
“Solution to all the prob-
lems in politics lies in ne-
gotiations and dialogue,” 
the minister added. Tarar 
termed Maulana a “sea-
soned” and “respected” 
politician, urging him to ap-
preciate the government’s 
economic policies that 
drove an increase in the 
foreign exchange reserves, 
and took the stock exchange 
to historic highest level.

Ashrafi 
blasts US 
Congress

Says it’s an insult 
to Pakistani 

people’s mandate

Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Ule-
ma Council (PUC) chief 
Allama Tahir Ashrafi on 
Sunday extended his full 
support to Operation 
Azm-i-Istehkam, calling 
for going ahead with the 
plan to root out extrem-
ism and terrorism from 
Pakistan. Ashrafi stressed 
the need for unity and 
consensus to fight the 
scourge of terrorism and 
implementing the National 
Action Plan (NAP) in its 
letter and spirit, as con-
demned the extremism-re-
lated incident in Swat, 
Jaranwala and Sargodha. 

ASEAN Movie Night at Brunei Residence

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Brunei to Pakistan Kamal Ahmad organized a movie  
night at his residence in connection with ASEAN movie festival. All heads of missions of  
the ASEAN countries including Myanmar, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia  

and Thailand and their families attended the event. The next movie shall be screened  
at the Malaysian High Commission on July 5. – DNA

Fazl demands fresh 
polls sans involvement
of the establishment

Shamim Shahid

Peshawar: Maulana Fazlur Rehman, 
leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), has 
called for new elections and urged the es-
tablishment to stay away from the elector-
al process. Addressing a press conference 
after the central executive committee 
meeting, Fazl said the incumbent govern-
ment was not in a position to resolve their 
grievances. He said the JUI executive com-
mittee has also reviewed the contact with 
political parties. He said JUI will talk to 
anyone with the guarantee of elections. 

Continued on Page 06

Says PTI lacks unity in leadership, Sunni Ittehad Council 
chief does not want alliance with JUI-F | JUI-F chief urged all 
departments to focus on their own work and not to violate oath

Welcomes negotiations with PTI

Fawad rules out jailed 
Imran’s release

“All of us are suffering due 
to lack of political strategy of 
current PTI leadership,” says 

former federal minister

Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: Amid reports of inter-
nal rifts within the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), former federal minister 

Continued on Page 06
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Balochistan business 
delegation calls on 
Indonesian envoy

ISLAMABAD:  CDA worker busy in showering water on plants in front of Parliament House.—APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD : Charge’D Affaires 
of the embassy of the Republic of 
Indonesia to Pakistan, Rahmat Hin-
diarta Kusuma on Monday said that 
Balochistan has a vital role in the bi-
lateral economic and trade relations 
between Indonesia and Pakistan. The 
Charge’D Affaires of the embassy of 
the Republic of Indonesia to Pakistan, 
Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma said this 
while talking to the delegation of a 
business community from Baluchistan 
led by former President Federation 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry along with others. Mean-
while Minister Councilor, economic 
and trade affairs of the Indonesian 
Embassy, Ingan Malem and Axelsyah 
R. Miraza from the economic section 
of embassy and President Chaman 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

were also part of the bilateral dia-
logue. The Charge’D Affaires of the 
embassy of Indonesia said the volume 
of bilateral trade between Indonesia 
and Pakistan is less than its potential, 
which needs to be further increased 
and in this regard, businessmen from 
Baluchistan can play an important 
role in the economic and trade inte-
gration of Indonesia with the Central 
Asian states. The senior diplomat said 
that Pakistan can become a trade hub of 
Central Asian states for Indonesia in the 
future, in which both countries can get 
economic and trade benefits by follow-
ing comprehensive planning. He said 
that Pakistan is a very important trade 
partner of Indonesia in South Asia, 
whose importance has always been 
maintained. Rahmat Hindiarta said 
that Pakistan is a geo-strategically 
important country, a natural geo-eco-
nomic partner of Indonesia and in the 
future, mutual economic and trade 

relations between the two countries 
will increase. He said that for the 
promotion of bilateral trade between 
the two countries, not only the mar-
ket but also sector diversification is 
needed, which will increase mutual 
trade. The Senior diplomat said that 
the role of the business community 
of Baluchistan is very important for 
the promotion of mutual economic 
relations with Pakistan. He said that 
the role of the local private sector, 
especially the Chamber of Commerce 
of Baluchistan, is important in the 
bilateral economic integration of the 
two countries. Rahmat said that the 
business community and chambers 
in Pakistan should go ahead and pro-
mote trade between Indonesia and Pa-
kistan. He said that there is a need for 
further promotion of people-to-people 
relations between the two countries 
so that the people of the two countries 
come closer to each other.

Measures underway to 
combat potential floods

Adil Shaheen
 
ISLAMABAD : Coordinator 
to the Prime Minister on 
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination, 
Romina Khurshid Alam has 
said that comprehensive 
measures were being tak-
en to prepare for potential 
floods ahead of the upcom-
ing monsoon season.
In a statement on Sunday, 
she said, “These proactive 
efforts aim to minimize the 
impact of floods on vulnera-
ble communities.” She said, 
“The ministry is serving as 
a collaborative platform for 
all relevant departments to 

assess flood vulnerability 
in prone areas and develop 
a unified strategy to miti-
gate the effects of potential 
floods on livelihoods.” She 
said, “This coordinated 
approach ensures a robust 
response to flood risks 
from the government de-
partments.” “This proac-
tive approach demonstrates 
the government’s commit-
ment to preparedness and 
resilience in the face of 
potential floods”, she add-
ed. She said, “The ministry 
has convened three weekly 
task force meetings focused 
on global warming and heat 
waves, bringing together 
representatives from key 

agencies in June.” She 
said, “These institutions 
like Ministry of Climate 
Change, National Disaster 
Management Authority, 
Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Ministry of 
National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordina-
tion, Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department, and the 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting are working 
together to support each 
other to achieve same 
goal.” “These meetings 
have facilitated the shar-
ing of expertise and inputs 
on effective flood impact 
reduction measures,” she 
stated.

BMP rejects proposed 355% hike 
in industry power charges

Abid Raza

LAHORE: The Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry’s Busi-
nessmen Panel (BMP) has 
rejected the unprecedented 
increase of up to 355 percent 
in fixed charges of electrici-
ty for industrial consumers, 
beside showing dismay over 
imposition of high capacity 
charges on consumers stat-
ing that high cost will make 

Pakistani products complete-
ly out of competition in the 
international market.
Businessmen Panel (BMP) 
Chairman and FPCCI former 
president Mian Anjum Nisar 
held an emergent meeting 
of stakeholders on higher 
electricity tariffs, stating that 
NEPRA’s latest forecast for 
power purchase prices for 
the current fiscal year re-
veals a substantial financial 
burden, with consumers to 
bear 300% of costs for fixed 

capacity payments. He was 
of the view that substantial 
fuel costs, particularly pe-
troleum imports, potentially 
pose extreme volatility and 
strain on foreign exchange 
reserves. Businessmen lead-
er said the unprecedented 
increase in fixed charges was 
tantamount to destruction 
of industries and burying 
people alive. The traders 
warned of the government 
for launching an agitation 
campaign. They also made it 

clear that if in case, the de-
cision couldn’t be withdrawn 
immediately, aggressive and 
harsh steps would be taken 
against unfair and unjust 
hike in fixed charges, and 
government and relevant au-
thorities will be responsible 
for any unfortunate incident, 
he added. Mian Anjum Nisar 
said the government should 
prioritize resolving the en-
ergy crisis by providing suf-
ficient and affordable elec-
tricity and gas to industries.

DC calls for 
effective 

measures 
against dengue 

in ICT
ISLAMABAD : Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Islam-
abad, Irfan Nawaz Memon 
has chaired a weekly per-
formance review meeting, 
which was attended by all 
Deputy Commissioners and 
Assistant Commissioners 
here. The meeting focused 
on the anti-dengue campaign, 
following recent reports of 
dengue larvae in 53 locations 
and nine confirmed dengue 
cases in the city.DC calls for 
emergency measures against 
dengue in ICT The con-
cerned officers provided up-
dates on their actions.—APP



Park Road 
expansion 

project to be 
completed by 

July 14
ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa Sunday said 
that the Park Road Expan-
sion project should be 
completed without any de-
lay by July 14.
During his visit to the Park 
Road Expansion project, 
he said that all sections of 
the project must proceed 
simultaneously. Muham-
mad Ali directed the rele-
vant officials to increase 
labor and machinery to 
expedite the development 
work of the project. The 
CDA chief said that no 
further delays would be 
tolerated. He said the pro-
ject had previously faced 
delays due to various ad-
ministrative issues.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the CDA chair-
man is taking personal 
interest and supervising 
the previously stalled 
Park Road Expansion pro-
ject.—APP

Federal 
Ministry’s 
academic 
coaching 
classes 

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Ministry of Education and 
Professional Training said on 
Sunday that it has launched 
academic coaching classes in 
public schools and colleges in 
Islamabad.
The Ministry of Federal 
Education and Professional 
Training, in collaboration 
with the Federal Directo-
rate of Education (FDE), is 
launching academic coaching 
classes in public schools and 
colleges of Islamabad. In a 
first-of-its-kind initiative, this 
initiative aims to provide ad-
ditional support to students 
and help them excel in their 
academic pursuits.
In coaching classes, over 
4000 students have registered 
for their classes, which will 
commence on Monday. The 
Ministry has selected and ap-
pointed the best teachers for 
these academic and coaching 
classes.
“Despite initial challenges, we 
have identified and placed the 
best talent and our team has 
worked tirelessly to manage 
logistics, including timetables 
and SOPs”, the ministry add-
ed. Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training 
said they are confident that 
this initiative will add another 
feather to the Ministry’s and 
FDE’s cap and contribute to 
the overall improvement of the 
education sector in Islama-
bad.—APP

Country going through worst 
economic situation: Barlas

A conducive environment has to be provided for internal and especially external investment Then we 
will get the desired results. Khurshid Barlas further said that we have to highlight the positive image of 

our country in the world. One of our conferences in Jeddah raised $19 billion in investment

Staff Reporter

Islamabad: Founder Chair-
man of Pakistan Association of 
Exhibition Industry Mohammad 
Khurshid Barlas has said in his 
exclusive interview that there is 
no doubt that the country of Pa-
kistan is currently going through 
the worst economic situation ac-
cording to the IMF. 
The conditions imposed by the 
economic situation is not very 
favorable due to lack of produc-
tivity and other reasons.  owever, 
the gradual reduction in inflation, 
stabilization of the dollar rate, im-
provement in the stock exchange 

are positive indicators. We have to 
go towards public-private partner-
ship to improve the economic sit-
uation on a permanent basis, be-
cause the government’s job is not 
to do business, governments are 
facilitators. Happens. Along with 
this, all the policies made in the 
business field have to be made in 
conjunction with the stakeholders 
and experts in the field.  A con-
ducive environment has to be pro-
vided for internal and especially 
external investment Then we will 
get the desired results. Khurshid 
Barlas further said that we have 
to highlight the positive image of 
our country in the world. One of 
our conferences in Jeddah raised 

$19 billion in investment. We do 
a lot of homework, select targets, 
do research, contact investors. 
Provides information to those 
interested in investing. Then the 
desired results are achieved. We 
have to promote investment with 
the neighboring countries.  In this 
context, the government should 
hold an investment conference in 
any country. So follow up is very 
important. Sometimes we don’t 
get results just because we forget 
to do any event and then don’t 
follow up.  In response to a ques-
tion, he said that we have to set 
our targets in education, civil avi-
ation, medical, tourism and there 
are many other sectors that can 

attract the attention of investors. 
In response to another question, 
he said that the economic situa-
tion in our neighboring country 
India is seen better. The media 
has the most important role in 
this. Their media stands with 
the government. Unfortunate-
ly, the media has such a pos-
itive role in our country. It is 
not paying   we should have a 
key role of media to discuss 
the politics and that too the 
internal politics on the media 
24 hours a day. In this regard, 
the Ministry of Information 
should also play its role. Feed-
back should be sought from re-
searchers and the experience 

of successful people should 
be utilized. Whenever policy 
makers make policies, they must 
consult with experts in the field. 
Those people can give better 
opinion. We have to work together 
with stakeholders for far-reaching 
results. Mohammad Khursheed 
Barlas said that Pakistan is a coun-
try where there is a lot of poten-
tial, there are immense opportu-
nities for investment, but here we 
only need to show the best image 
of our country to the world, then 
investors from all over the world 
can come here. In this regard, our 
personal efforts are definitely pay-
ing off. But government capital is 
also necessary for this.

ISLAMABAD: Gilgit Baltistan, a 
region of breathtaking beauty and 
cherry orchards, has emerged as the 
producer of the high-quality fruit that 
has now paved way to international 
markets.  The cherries of Gilgit Balti-
stan are renowned for their sweet and 
tangy taste, juicy texture, and high 
nutritional value. The famous cher-
ry-producing areas of Hunza, Nagar, 
Yasin, Phundar, and Nomal are known 
for their ideal climate and fertile land. 
These regions produce high-quality 
cherries and have put Gilgit Baltistan 
on the map as a premier fruit-produc-
ing region. In a significant develop-
ment, Gilgit Baltistan has sent its first 
shipment of fresh cherries to China, 
marking an important moment in its 
agricultural exports. The milestone, 
achieved this summer, is in implemen-
tation of the Plant Health agreement 
made between the two countries in 
2022. China’s cherry market is worth 
$3 billion and needs 350,000 tons of 
cherries each year, providing a great 
opportunity for Pakistani growers. An 
owner of the largest cherry farm in 
Gilgit Rahimabad, which is approved 
by the Chinese Customs, emphasizes 
the benefits of the partnership be-

tween Pakistan and China in agricul-
tural exports.  “The approval of Gilgit 
Baltistan cherry orchards by Chinese 
customs is a testament to the region’s 
high standards,” said  Arman Shah, 
CEO of Hashwani Group, and owner 
of the largest cherry farm in Gilgit 
Rahim Abad approved by Chinese 
Customs. His cold storage facility 
allows exports even after the season 
ends, ensuring a steady supply. The 
cherries from Gilgit-Baltistan, he 
said, are already sold in the Middle 
East and that this year’s export prices 
ranged between Rs 700-1,000 per kg.  
Over 100 cherry orchards and a cold 
storage and packing center in Gilgit’s 
Rahimabad have been registered with 
China’s General Administration of 
Customs, meeting high-quality and 
safety standards. This certification 
means growers from Gilgit Baltistan 
can get better prices for their cher-
ries. Currently, Gilgit-Baltistan pro-
duces about 5,000 tons of cherries 
each season, but with access to the 
Chinese market, production is expect-
ed to increase. Experts and cherry 
growers are optimistic about the fu-
ture of cherry exports. Dr. Fatima, a 
horticulture expert from Gilgit Balti-

stan, highlights the importance of this 
development, stating that it would 
boost the economy and promote the 
region’s rich agricultural heritage. 
Muhammad Hassain, a local cher-
ry farmer from Gilgit, shares his 
excitement about the new market 
opportunities, confident that their 
cherries would be a hit in China and 
beyond.  However, he stresses edu-
cating local farmers through modern 
techniques of cherry production in a 
bid to increase the fruit export. “Pa-
kistan can boost its cherry exports 
and earn valuable foreign exchange if 
bilateral agreements are signed with 
other countries, similar to the one 
inked between China and Pakistan 
on cherry production and trade,” he 
said. Raja Mir Wazir Mir, a visionary 
farmer, made a bold move in 2020 by 
replacing potato crops with over 500 
cherry plants. His gamble paid off, 
as he now earns a staggering Rs 0.5 
million annually, a significant increase 
from his previous income. Inspired 
by his success, numerous farmers 
in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) have adopt-
ed this innovative approach, reaping 
handsome rewards and transforming 
their livelihoods.—APP

Gilgit Baltistan’s fruit 
industry shines
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Mushahid 
acclaims China 

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Hussain has acclaimed China for laying the basis for an 
‘alternative new global order based on equality and justice’.  He made these remarks at the 
International Conference convened in Beijing by the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to mark 70 years of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which was attended by 
over 200 political leaders, scholars, intellectuals, economists and journalists from over 
50 countries, a news release said.  Senator Mushahid Hussain, who is Chairman of the 
Pakistan-China Institute & Co-Chairman, International Conference of Asian Political Par-
ties (ICAPP, the largest organisation of political parties in Asia, also thanked President Xi 
Jinping for bestowing on him the prestigious 5 Principles of Peaceful Coexistence Award, 
as he is the first and only  Pakistani politician and parliamentarian to be given this honour 
by China. He was given this Award by President Xi Jinping at a special ceremony during 
the Chinese President’s State Visit to Pakistan in April 2015.  Mushahid Hussain termed 
President Xi Jinping’s speech at the function as truly significant, having far-reaching his-
torical significance, as China has taken political ownership of the 5 Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence, which today are the foundation of the new emerging global order, as well as 
a ‘Code of Conduct’ for the Global South, that is now being led from the front by China.  
Senator Mushahid Hussain, in his speech, said, “the Beijing Conference has a three-fold 
relevance for contemporary international politics. First, China’s initiative for 5 Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence as well as its continuity through President Xi Jinping’s vision of 
a ‘Community for Shared Future for Mankind’ are visions rooted in Asian Wisdom which 
springs from centuries old civilisations. Second, this is the first non-Western vision of a 
new global order that rejects hegemony, militarism or diktat of any one power-based mil-
itary might.  Third, today the Global South, comprising countries of Asia, Africa & Latin 
America, are the World’s Majority, and given the international consensus behind China’s 
initiatives of 5 Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and ‘Community of a Shared Future 
for Mankind’, these are now the philosophical foundations for Global South, which will 
drive  economic and political developments in the future”.  Giving examples from China’s 
contribution to Asian wisdom, which is based on peace, harmony, equality and inclusivity, 
he cited the Chinese philosophy of ‘Seek Truth from Facts’ and ‘Socialism with Chinese 
characteristics’, adding that China is the only country in history to rise peacefully, without 
conquest, colonisation, invasion, occupation or aggression. Appealing to the West to dis-
card notions of a New Cold War or ‘containment’ of China, Senator .—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

July
July 01/Japan

Self Defence Day

July 01/Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada
National Day

July 01/Somalia
Independence Day

July 04/USA
Independence Day

July 05/Algeria
Independence Day

July 09/Argentine
Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day

July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday

July 21/Belgium
National Day

July 20/TRNC
Independence Day

July 23/Egypt
National Day

July 26/Cuba
National Day

July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Poland Maciej Pisarski hosted a lunch for a select group of media 
persons. From left to right, Aniqa Nisar, Ameer Hussain, Moshin Raza, Mahnoor, Ali Furqan and 

Ansar Bhatti. —DNA

Mansoor Rahi 
contributions 
to art world 

acknowledged
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Art Gallery (IAG) organized a 
condolence reference in memory of Mansoor Rahi, a 
celebrated artist whose recent passing left an indel-
ible mark on the Pakistani art landscape.  The refer-
ence was attended by prominent artists and former 
Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, 
Jamal Shah, Curator Gallery 6, Arjumand Faisal and 
prominent artists including Asma Abbasi, Hassan 
Raza, Munir Ahmad, Farah Mehmood, Amna Shah, 
Hajra Mansoor wife of Mansoor Rahi (late) with her 
daughter Saima and Danish Rahi son of Legend Artist 
(late) Mansoor Rahi. On the occasion, a number of art-
ists and art lovers shed light on Rahi’s life and career. 
To commemorate his legacy and contributions to the 
world of Art, Chairman of IAG, prominent artist and 
Former Federal Minister for National Heritage and 
Culture Jamal Shah said that IAG organized a special 
event for the remembrance of Mansoor Rahi and to 
pay tribute to his contributions.  Paying tribute to him, 
Jamal Shah said that Mansoor Rahi was the leading 
figurative abstract painter of Pakistan and his teaching 
and influence have led to the emergence of a larger 
number of prominent artists than any other teacher 
artist. Jamal Shah said that cultural departments like 
PNCA and Culture Division should have taken the lead 
to organize a tribute to legendary artist Mansoor Rah.
“I feel my moral duty as an artist to take this initia-
tive which was thankfully attended by a large group 
of people today”, he said. Hajra Mansoor spoke about 
over five decades of  her life with Mansoor Rahi and 
his contributions. She was very sad about the way his 
work was taken away by their son without his and her 
consent. She said that all the work was supposed to 
be displayed in Rahi Museum which was the biggest 
wish of Rahi. The participants of reference unanimous-
ly decided to constitute a committee for resolving the 
issues related to Mansoor Rahi missing paintings and 
the museum. It was also decided that the committee 
would be led by Jamal Shah comprised of prominent 
artists, curators and art collectors. Hajra Mansoor pro-
posed that a full-fledged Mansoor Rahi Museum should 
be established. The participants highly praised the idea 
of establishing a museum at his residence with the sup-
port of government and artist fraternity.—DNA

Raisani for 
strengthening 

democracy 
ISLAMABAD: Nawabzada 
Jamal Khan Raisani, Secre-
tary General of the National 
Assembly Young Parliamen-
tarians Forum (YPF), em-
phasized the importance of 
the parliamentary system, 
stating that it strengthens 
democracy.  He highlight-
ed that this system allows 
people to participate in 
government through their 
elected representatives. 
Raisani urged the youth to 
actively engage in politics 
to fortify parliamentarism 
in Pakistan. He pointed out 
that 64% of Pakistan’s popu-
lation is comprised of young 
people, who represent the 
golden future of the coun-
try. Educating the youth 
about the democratic sys-
tem and involving them in 
the parliamentary process 
is essential, he stressed. He 
mentioned that Pakistan’s 
parliamentary history be-
gan with its independence 
in 1947. Raisani acknowl-
edged that the parliamen-
tary system in Pakistan has 
faced various challenges, in-
cluding martial law, military 
dictatorships.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: On Sunday, Dr. Mur-
taza Mughal, President of Pakistan 
Economy Watch (PEW), said that In-
dependent Power Producers (IPPs) 
have destroyed the country’s econ-
omy. He said private power plants 
are a big threat to the country’s 
economy and people, making na-
tional development impossible. Dr 
Murtaza Mughal said in a statement 
today that the Government should 
buy all IPPs from their owners to 
eliminate this problem. He said that 
at least five billion dollars would be 
required to purchase IPPs, which 
should be arranged by taking loans 
from international institutions. The 
interest on the five billion-dollar 
loan will be nothing compared to 
the payments made to the IPPs. 
The country’s people will be saved 

from a great punishment if these 
units are bought. According to the 
United Nations, elites are given 
benefits worth seventeen and a 
half billion annually. Five billion 
dollars can be managed even by 
reducing these benefits for one 
year. In addition, government pur-
chases of up to fifteen billion dol-
lars annually and a good chunk of 
this money are embezzled. Capital 
can also be managed by reducing 
annual purchases. Dr Mughal said 
that the energy sector’s circular 
debt had reached 2310 billion ru-
pees in May, while payments to 
IPPs had reached 1800 billion ru-
pees. The Government had to pay 
a late payment surcharge for the 
delay in payment. He said that the 
role of private power producers is 
very significant among the factors 
responsible for the huge increase 
in electricity bills in Pakistan. 

The IPP bill is the third largest 
debt owed to the Government 
after defence expenditures and 
foreign debt repayments. How-
ever, despite the payment of this 
amount, the circular mountain is 
increasing instead of decreasing. 
He said that to reduce the debt, the 
Government repeatedly hikes elec-
tricity prices, which mainly benefits 
these companies. At the same time, 
the public is punished for nothing. 
Dr. Mughal said that no political 
party speaks against IPPs because 
all the top leaders of political parties 
own these IPPs. Seventeen percent of 
fixed profit is paid to these companies 
in dollars, and consumers must pay 
for this whether the companies gener-
ate electricity. Apart from politicians, 
the power sector bureaucracy does 
not care about the plight of the public; 
all they care about is their privileg-
es and facilities.

IPPs have destroyed 
the country’s economy

Briefs
Govt decides to 
recruit 30,000 

schoolteachers
ISLAMABAD: The Punjab 
government has decided to 
recruit 30,000 new school-
teachers, as students were 
facing shortage of teachers. 
The Punjab Education De-
partment official sources 
told APP on Sunday that in 
order to improve the quality 
of education and overcome 
shortage of teachers, Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
has recently given task to 
the Punjab education minis-
ter to recruit new teachers. 
The recruitment process is 
being carried out after sev-
en years, the sources said. 
The recruitment process 
will be carried out through 
the Punjab Public Service 
Commission (PPSC) in 
phases.  Sources said the 
recruitment process was 
likely to be completed dur-
ing the summer vacation 
2024.—APP

PIA 
announces 

reduction in 
Umrah fares

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA) 
has announced a reduction 
in Umrah fares. According 
to a PIA spokesperson here 
on Sunday, Umrah pilgrims 
going to Madinah from Pa-
kistan would benefit from 
discounted fares.  The 
two-way fare from Lahore, 
Islamabad to Medina would 
be 86,000 (plus tax), while 
the two-way fare from Ka-
rachi to Madina would be 
Rs 76,000 plus tax. Earli-
er, the Umrah ticket was 
available for Rs 120,000. 
Discounted fares have 
been applied immediately, 
and facility would continue 
till July 15, the spokesper-
son added.—APP

BEOE 
advises 

emigrants 
to reach out 

only valid 
OEPs

ISLAMABAD: The officials 
of the Bureau of Emigra-
tion and Overseas Employ-
ment have advised foreign 
job-seekers to only reach 
out to valid Overseas Em-
ployment Promoters to 
avert any loss of time, mon-
ey and their energies. Talk-
ing to APP, official sources 
said that there were only 
2,577 Overseas Employ-
ment Promoters (OEP) 
licenses that were valid as 
more than 5048 licenses 
had been pronounced inva-
lid. Out of the invalid OEPs, 
the licenses of some 670 
were cancelled on various 
grounds while 805 were ex-
pired and the rest of them 
had surrendered, they add-
ed.  They said, “All foreign 
jobs-seekers must visit the 
official webpage of BEOE 
regularly to get fresh and 
valid information and pro-
tect themselves from unau-
thorised OEPs.—APP

Authorities 
directed to 
finalize all 

arrangements 
for Monsoon

RAWALPINDI: The Com-
missioner of Rawalpindi 
Division, Engineer Aamir 
Khattak, has directed the 
relevant authorities to fi-
nalize all the arrangements 
for Monsoon.  According to 
the Commissioner, “About 
30 percent more rainfall is 
predicted this year in the 
monsoon.”  The relevant 
authorities had been direct-
ed to complete the dredg-
ing and de-silting project for 
Nullahs, particularly Nullah 
Lai, as soon as possible.  
Section-144 would be fully 
implemented to prevent 
the dumping of garbage and 
solid waste in nullahs, he 
said, adding that the dam-
ages from natural calam-
ities could be reduced by 
early measures.  Solid steps 
were being taken regarding 
pre-monsoon rains, he or-
dered.  All the arrangements 
would be finalized as soon as 
possible to prevent possible 
flooding, Engineer Aamir 
Khattak said.  He further 
directed that the Water and 
Sanitation Agency (WASA) 
in Rawalpindi had also been 
directed to timely clean the 
11 main nullahs of Rawalpin-
di, which fall into Nullah Lai.  
The relevant officers were 
instructed to clean the drains 
to improve the sewerage sys-
tem across the city. —APP

Sugar is one 
of country’s 

most 
influential 
industries 

 DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dr Muham-
mad Hanif Mughal, Chair-
man of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Shadbad, said on Sunday 
that the sugar industry is 
one of Pakistan’s most in-
fluential industrial sectors.
The exploitation of the 
farmers and the masses 
continues due to the free 
hand given to the sugar 
mills mafia. At the same 
time, the country can never 
be self-sufficient in wheat 
production due to this ma-
fia, he said. Talking to the 
party workers, Dr Hanif 
Mughal said that the ma-
fia-owned factories that 
exploit the public and steal 
billions of rupees in tax are 
always shown in the loss.
Despite the heavy losses 
claimed by many sugar mill-
ers, they do not close down 
the mills; instead, they keep 
trying to set up more facto-
ries, he added.
He said that despite the 
country’s surplus sugar 
production, many more 
sugar mills have been set 
up, and the government 
has to spend heavily to 
keep them running. He said 
that payment to farmers is 
deliberately delayed by the 
sugar mills so that most of 
the farmers sell their crops 
to their agents at throwa-
way prices. There is also 
a delay in the purchase of 
sugarcane, which reduces 
its weight and causes huge 
losses to the farmers. The 
sugar mafia gains billions 
through illegal and unethi-
cal processes. He observed 
that the sugar mill mafia 
considers it their birthright 
to cheat farmers when sug-
arcane is being weighed, 
and there is no one to ask 
them. Dr Hanif Mughal 
said that whenever sugar-
cane production is down, 
the market rates increase, 
prompting this mafia to 
manage immediate sugar 
imports and make the sug-
arcane cheaper.
 And when the harvest is 
good, it earns dollars by ex-
porting sugar while getting 
billions in subsidies.

Rawalpindi Ring Road
 completion by December 

Efforts are underway to provide better educational facilities by giving top priority to the Education De-
partment, adding that apart from the flagship schemes of the Education Department, Divisional Public 

Schools had also been started in all the districts, says Commissioner

Faisal Sheikh

RAWALPINDI: Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Division, Engineer 
Aamir Khattak has said that ef-
forts were being made to ensure 
the completion of the Rawalpindi 
Ring Road project by December, 
the deadline fixed by Chief Min-
ister Punjab Maryam Nawaz.  
According to the Commissioner, 
a total of 315 schemes of Rawal-
pindi district are included in the 
Annual Development Program 
(ADP). 89 schemes are new while 
227 are ongoing, Engineer Aamir 

Khattak said adding, various mega 
projects are currently underway 
in Rawalpindi. 
He said the most important mega 
projects to reshape Rawalpindi 
include the construction of the 
Rawalpindi Ring Road and the 
Dadocha Dam to meet water 
shortages. Rawalpindi Ring Road 
had been divided into three phas-
es, he said.  Phase one includes 
the construction of 38.3 km from 
Banth to Thalian. Phase two 
would link this road to the mo-
torway and phase three would 
include the Eastern Loop, he add-
ed.  The Commissioner informed 

that the target for completion of 
Phase-I of Rawalpindi Ring pro-
ject, which started in September 
2023, is December 2024.  After 
its completion, it would not only 
solve traffic problems but also 
emerge as an industrial hub, he 
added.  The construction of Da-
docha Dam had also been started 
to provide Rawalpindi with 35 mil-
lion gallons of clean drinking wa-
ter per day.  The land acquisition 
work of the dam was completed 
and revised PC-I had also been 
forwarded, Engineer Aamir Khat-
tak informed.  Lai Expressway, 
Kutchery Chowk, Safe City Pro-

ject, Water Supply Schemes, Holy 
Family and Benazir Bhutto Hospi-
tal revamping projects are in pro-
gress, he said adding, a mobile 
health service project, ‘Vehicle 
on Wheels’ had been launched. 
150-bed Rehab Center at Wah 
General Hospital, Up-gradation 
of Pirwadhai Bus Stand, Slaugh-
ter House, Construction of 
Freelance IT and Gymkhana in 
all districts are prominent pro-
jects of Rawalpindi, Engineer 
Aamir Khattak said.  He further 
said that efforts are underway 
to provide better educational 
facilities by giving top priority 

to the Education Department, 
adding that apart from the flag-
ship schemes of the Education 
Department, Divisional Public 
Schools had also been started 
in all the districts.  He informed 
that the Government Islamia 
Higher Secondary School No.1 
Murree Road had organized spe-
cial classes for 
transgenders for the first time. 
So far, 63 students had been en-
rolled, he added. 
Engineer Aamir Khattak said 
that 57 small dams were com-
pleted and made functional in 
Rawalpindi division.

ISLAMABAD: Work continue on the construction project of an Overhead bridge at Sector 1-10 for connecting Sector H-10 to 1-10 and onwards
with Margallah Avenue in the Federal Capital.— ONLINE

APBF calls for solid 
economic plan 

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The All Pakistan Business 
Forum (APBF) has called for solid econom-
ic plan, terming the new budget of 2024-25 
as the uncertain one in view of deteriorating 
energy crises following the tough condition-
ality of the International Monetary Fund. 
The APBF condemns the imposition of more 
taxes in the budget, questioning how inflation 
can be maintained at 11 percent when more 
than 45 percent of revenue targets will be 
achieved from tax and non-tax measures and 
the elimination of tax exemptions, said the 
APBF President Syed Maaz Mahmood. Syed 
Maaz Mahmood said that the APBF had taken 
all trade and industry associations on board 
for preparation of proposals for the upcoming 
budget. He said that efforts were made to give 
government a set of suggestions for upcom-
ing budget to make it business-friendly. The 
APBF chairman Ibrahim Qureshi said that 
the FBR’s reforms initiatives are not bearing 
fruit, as the revenue collecting agency could 
increase the number of sales tax return filers 
mainly due to rise in the type of those filers, 
who haven’t paid any tax, implying that bad 
governance and weak tax management of the 
tax department still persist. Ibrahim Qureshi 
emphasized the evident expectations drawn 
from the budget 2024-25. It highlighted the 
same measures which have been in discussion 
for the success of the IMF program, he add-
ed. First of all, she indicated the prosperous 
increase in the revenue which was targeted at 
Rs9.4 trillion in the previous year, however, it 
has jumped to Rs12.97 trillion which is nearly 
Rs13 trillion for the current fiscal year. This 
is a significant jump and is an over-ambitious 
target for the FBR to collect revenue, he said. 

Syed Maaz Mahmood urged the authorities 
to introduce new tax incentives and extend 
the period of existing ones for attracting new 
foreign direct investments in line with the 
potential of the country. With a view to wipe 
out corruption there needs to develop local 
software and Apps with simplified system in 
Urdu so that interaction of human resource 
should be reduced, he suggested. He suggest-
ed that taxes should be charged one time by 
any provincial or federal government, as prov-
inces levy same kind of tax which the federal 
government has already imposed, escalating 
the cost of production and discouraging the 
registered manufacturers. The APBF presi-
dent said that Pakistan’s inflation rate is the 
highest among all the South Asian nations. 
He said that the world is moving towards 
alternative sources of electricity generation 
but the Pakistan government’s policies are 
contrary to it. He said that Pakistan is the 
most frequent customer of the IMF and the 
governments often depend on borrowing 
from the lending arm and accepted stringent 
conditions, despite the fact that this institu-
tion is merciless money lender, which has 
always forced Pakistan to adopt bad policies 
like new taxes in the budget, rupee depreci-
ation and massive increases in the electrici-
ty and gas tariffs. He said that even though 
Pakistan’s economic crisis is a recurring fac-
tor in the country’s political unrest, it has a 
history of ignoring the nation’s true issues, 
which include poor governance, a broken ju-
dicial system, outdated laws, complicated tax 
system, lack of transparency, duplication in 
the government system, ineffective bureau-
cracy, improper use of our human, natural 
and water resources, lack of efficient local 
government, inadequate/unreliable data for 
country’s planning.

PM AJK 
announces 
number of 

development 
schemes 

ISLAMABAD: The Prime 
Minister of Azad Kashmir 
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq has 
said that the era of corrup-
tion and nepotism was over 
now and the law was equally 
applicable to every citizen 
of the state irrespective of 
his/her status in the soci-
ety.  He said this while ad-
dressing a public gathering 
at Tehsil Sharqi of district 
Bagh here today(Sunday). 
Speaking on the occasion, 
PM Haq announced a 
number  of development 
schemes for the area in-
cluding a Degree College 
for Raira and a Higher Sec-
ondary School for Dharay 
in district Bagh.  He said, 
“Work on Dharay Chatter 
Bridge will start soon and 
the foundation stone of by-
pass road Raira has been 
laid, which will be complet-
ed within the stipulated 
time frame.” Earlier, the 
PM was accorded a warm 
welcome by hundreds of 
people at Chatter, Qadira-
bad and Bhont Chowk. The 
people of the Dharay Chat-
ter complained before  the 
Prime Minister regarding 
the dilapidated situation of 
the  Chatter Bridge and ex-
pressed their fear  in view 
of the accidental chances in 
near future. —APP

RDA takes action against 
illegal housing schemes

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA) on the directives of the Division-
al Intelligence Committee has launched operation against illegal housing schemes.  Ac-
cording to a RDA spokesman, the Task Force had accelerated its ongoing operation against 
illegal housing schemes.  The RDA Enforcement Squad while conducting operation in 
Taxila took action against eight illegal housing schemes namely Aroura Housing Scheme, 
Al-Khan Enclave, Land Sub-Division, Wah Residencia, Fahad Builders (office of illegal 
schemes Education Town/Wah Hills), Al-Madina Land Sub-Division, Education Town/Wah 
Hills/Kashmir Town and Khawas Town.  The schemes are located in Mouzas Lab Thatho, 
Niko, Bhoti Pind, Buddu, Gari Afghana, and Bajar, Tehsil Taxila, District Rawalpindi.  The 
Enforcement Squad sealed and demolished the site offices and land sub-divisions of the 
illegal housing schemes, the spokesman informed.  The operation was conducted on the 
orders of Commissioner Rawalpindi Division Muhammad Abdul Aamir Khattak, Director 
General RDA, the Additional DG RDA, the Deputy Commissioner, Rawalpindi and the City 
Police Officer, Rawalpindi.  The spokesman informed that despite warnings to cease illegal 
advertisements, booking of the plots, and development work, the owners of the housing 
schemes were operating booking offices in violation of the rules. —APP
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Biden’s train wreck The emergence of 
a trilateral allianceA VIRAL political cartoon says it all about the coming presidential elec-

tion in the United States. On one side is Joe Biden sitting in a wheel-
chair and attached to a drip, with a nurse standing beside him. On 

the other is Donald Trump in a prisoner’s uniform, handcuffed to an armed 
guard. The first presidential debate may have been terrible optics for Biden 
and the Democrats. But outside the West, it does not mean much substantial 
change whoever comes out on top. Biden has to a large extent inherited the 
trade and foreign policies of Trump, and added some extra malignancy of his 
own. While his predecessor demanded “America First” and launched the first 
salvo of a trade war against China, Biden has doubled down with protectionism 
and massive industrial policy – the Inflation Reduction Act and the Chips and 
Science Act – while forcing European and Asian allies to follow suit. Trump, 
against world opinion and America’s own previous policy, recognised Jerusa-
lem as the undivided capital of Israel. But the Biden administration has almost 
unconditionally backed Israel’s war in Palestinian territories. Israel now faces 
accusations of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. Trump start-
ed no war; Biden is committed to yet another “forever war” in Ukraine. No 
wonder more surveys have shown a drastic decline in the positive perception of 
the US outside the West. For example, according to the State of Southeast Asia 
2024 survey compiled by the Singapore-based ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 50.5 
per cent of respondents preferred China while 49.5 per cent favoured the US 
if Asean nations had to pick a side. It was a great reversal from last year, which 
showed 38.9 per cent were for China and 61 per cent for the US.
The rest of the world looked on in amusement at the latest train wreck of a pres-
idential debate from last week. The outcome should not have surprised anyone 
other than that part of the American political class and media elite who have 
spent most of Biden’s term pretending their president has not been suffering 
from a steep mental decline. They seemed to think they had been successfully 
fooling everyone, perhaps because only a few fringe characters and media mav-
ericks in the United States dared to play that impudent boy in the children’s tale 
pointing out the naked emperor is in fact also losing his mind. For most other 
people, that was obvious well before the debate. Many of us have had to care 
for ageing parents in declining health, and recognise the symptoms. The debate 
may now put Biden out of his misery as a candidate, and that would be a mercy 
killing. But some reports are saying the Democrats are doubling down. In that 
case, you can only pity the old man. But whether the White House will be turned 
into a geriatric ward next year or a den of criminal activities, it’s hard to argue 
we are not witnessing the irreparable decline of the American republic. Assum-
ing Trump does re-enter the White House, he will be a felon with convictions on 
34 counts of falsifying business records. There are at least three other criminal 
cases against him, at both the state and federal levels. Is there any reason to 
think President Trump 2.0 will not pardon himself for whatever criminal con-
victions he will have accumulated by next year, or that they won’t use the full 
powers of his office – now that he is much more experienced – to go after his 
enemies, and protect and promote his own family and supporters?

R USSIA, Iran, and China are rapidly forging a newer anti-US bloc that 
is likely to support efforts to thwart US and Western isolation tactics. 
The joint efforts will eventually help Iran regain its former glory as an 

Eurasian trade hub, with the International North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) coming online. Iran, Chi-
na, Russia, and even India would all benefit from INSTC, which would shorten 
the trade routes and cut down on costs while giving them options. For India, this 
would mean avoiding Pakistan and entering the markets of Central Asia, where 
Chinese companies are quickly expanding their footprint. For Iran, China, and 
Russia, it would mean having more options to better protect, if not eliminate, 
themselves from sanctions imposed by the West, spur economic growth, and 
advance their de-dollarization process. The primary motivation for the interna-
tional conflicts of this century will be the attainment of military and economic 
dominance, as was the case during the Cold War. In this ongoing conflict, Iran, 
China, and Russia are endeavoring to enhance their standing by capitalizing on 
the interconnection that is developing between them. The troika considers US 
supremacy in various regions as detrimental, if not limiting, to its own strategic 
goals. Iran, for example, seeks influence in the Middle East precisely because of 
the US-Israel collusion against the innocent Palestinian population.
Conversely, the geopolitical objectives of China and Russia transcend national 
borders. What these countries want is a multipolar global order as an alter-
native to unipolarity. Based on their collective choices, they believe such a 
system would benefit their interests and boost their growing enterprise. The 
new bloc appears to threaten Washington The US elite views this close friend-
ship as a disastrous collapse of the Western sanctions regime. According to 
Washington, China has been providing commercial backing for Russia’s de-
fense industrial base, while North Korea and Iran have supplied Russia with 
military drones and ballistic missiles throughout the protracted war of attri-
tion in Ukraine. Defense Secretary and Pentagon commander Lloyd Austin 
voiced worries in late April about the increasing cooperation between China, 
Russia, North Korea, and Iran. He stated that the US was closely monitoring 
this trend and found it concerning. The media has quoted Dmitry Murev, the 
CEO of RZD Logistics, a leading Russian logistics company that operates the 
INSTC, as saying that trade and economic cooperation between Russia, Iran, 
and India have reached historic levels. According to him, the creation of the 
INSTC allowed Russia to become one of India’s top three trading partners in 
2023 for the first time. Murev claims that the INSTC’s activation was one of 
the key elements that led to the 4.7-fold rise in Russian exports to India in 
the 2022–2023 fiscal year. Murev states that his company’s solid partnerships 
with top players in the transport and logistics sectors of Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan, Iran, and India have reduced the net cost of the end-to-end trans-
portation service along the eastern route of INSTC by 50% since August 2022.
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SC acquits sender, held messenger 

The Red Sea geopolitical battleground

Qamar Bashir 

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

T HE Supreme Court expressed visible 
displeasure when lawyer Faisal Siddique 
refused to offer an unconditional apolo-

gy on behalf of 36 news channels that aired con-
temptuous press conferences by Senator Faisal 
Vawda and National Assembly member Mustafa 
Kamal. During these press conferences, the sen-
ator and MNA criticized the judiciary, demand-
ing ethical standards for judges’ dual citizenship 
and transparency regarding their green cards. 
They also called for greater judicial accounta-
bility and scrutiny, purportedly in response to 
alleged interference by intelligence agencies in 
judicial proceedings at various court levels.
Certainly! Here’s a refined version:
Interestingly, the 36 news channels, acting as 
messengers, faced rigorous scrutiny throughout 
the three-hour proceedings for disseminating con-
temptuous messages from the offenders to the 
public. The proceedings appeared one-sided, with 
Chief Justice largely dominating the dialogue, lim-
iting the advocates’ opportunity to present their 
case comprehensively. However, the Chief Justice 
attentively listened when another lawyer, purport-
edly aligned with the court, extensively discussed 
Quranic and Hadith teachings on handling heresy 
and backbiting in Islam, echoing the Chief Justice’s 
stance on the case in question.
It’s worth noting that in my current role, I am 
teaching media laws to probationers of the In-
formation Group at the Information Services 
Academy. Our curriculum includes a historical 
perspective on the development of media laws, 
especially those pertaining to free speech, free-
dom of the press, and freedom of expression. 
Our research underscores that countries like the 
US, UK, and Sweden empower courts to issue 
contempt notices or take action against the me-
dia, particularly when it impacts the dignity and 
honor of the court, especially in ongoing cases.
In the United Kingdom, contempt is governed 
by common law principles and the Contempt of 
Court Act 1981, particularly Section 3, which 
outlines acts such as publishing material that 
could prejudice active legal proceedings. In the 
United States, Title 18, Section 401 of the US 
Code grants courts the authority to punish acts of 
contempt that obstruct justice or disrespect the 
court, with distinctions between civil and criminal 
contempt. In Sweden, contempt laws are found in 

the Swedish Penal Code, Chapter 7, addressing 
offenses against the administration of justice. 
In Pakistan, the Supreme Court derives its pow-
er from Article 204 of the Constitution which 
empowers the Courts to punish any person who 
abuses or interferes with or obstructs the pro-
cess of the court in way of disobey, scandalize 
the court, does anything which tends to preju-
dice the determination of a matter pending be-
fore the court and does anything which by law 
constitutes contempt of the court.
The Section 3 of Contempt of Court Ordinance 
2003 says that whoever …. does anything which 
is intended to or tends to bring the authority of a 
Court or the administration of law into disrespect 
of disrepute, or to interfere with or obstruct or 
interrupt or prejudice the process of law or the 
due course of any judicial proceedings, or to low-
er the authority of a Court or scandalize a Judge 
in relation to his office, or to disturb the order or 
decorum of a Court, is said to commit “contempt 
of Court”. Whereas, Section 5 of the Ordinance de-
termines the punishment of which may extend to 
six months’, or with fine which may extend to one 
hundred thousand rupees, or with both.
The clause 3(1)(e) of the PEMRA Code of Conduct, 
2015, prohibits the media to not air any program 
which is against the integrity of the judiciary and 
armed forces of Pakistan.” PEMRA has the au-
thority to impose penalties and regulatory actions 
including fines, warnings, and notices, as well as 
potential suspension or revocation of broadcasting 
licenses for serious or repeat offenses. 
Unlike in Pakistan, the media outlets in the UK, 
US, and Sweden adhere to stringent guidelines 
to avoid contempt of court issues when covering 
press conferences or content related to ongoing 
legal proceedings. In the UK, media must refrain 
from publishing material that could substantial-
ly risk prejudicing active legal cases, especially 
criminal trials, and avoid speculative or detailed 
reporting that could impact trial fairness. In the 
US, the media follow federal and state laws to 
prevent contempt, ensuring accuracy, fairness, 
and avoiding sensationalism or inflammatory 
content that could undermine judicial authority. 
In Sweden, the media focuses on maintaining re-
spect for the judiciary and refraining from state-
ments that could disrupt legal processes, thus 
upholding the integrity of the legal system while 

safeguarding freedom of the press.
Like in Pakistan, in the US, UK, and Sweden as 
well, the media are considered messengers of 
information, at the sametimes, they are legally 
responsible for what they broadcast or publish, 
especially when airing contemptuous statements 
made by others. 
In these countries even though primary responsi-
bility may lie with the original sender of the state-
ment, the media is  held accountable, if they know-
ingly disseminate material that could interfere with 
justice or undermine the authority of the courts. 
This requires the media to uphold standards of 
responsible journalism, including verification of 
information and avoidance of content that could 
harm the integrity of legal processes.
In various countries, media outlets have faced 
penalties for airing contemptuous statements 
against the judiciary. In the UK, The Daily 
Mirror and The Sun were fined under the Con-
tempt of Court Act 1981 for publishing preju-
dicial articles during a murder trial. Similarly, 
in the US, the New York Post was fined for 
potentially biasing a jury with its coverage of a 
murder trial. Sweden’s Expressen also encoun-
tered penalties for publishing information that 
could sway a criminal trial. In India, Prashant 
Bhushan’s tweets critical of the judiciary led 
to a contempt ruling by the Supreme Court. In 
Pakistan, Geo News was temporarily banned 
and prosecuted for content seen as undermin-
ing judicial authority. 
Given the circumstances, regardless of the argu-
ments put forth by the lawyer representing the 36 
channels, it is unlikely to save them from facing 
punishment for their deliberate negligence and fail-
ure to adhere to the explicit provisions of the Con-
stitution, the Contempt of Court Ordinance 2003, 
and the PEMRA Code of Conduct. Therefore, in-
stead of attempting to assert his professional prow-
ess, which is likely to be unsuccessful, Mr. Faisal 
Siddiqui should file an unconditional apology and 
leave the fate of the defiant channels in the hands 
of the court. Failure to do so may result in penal ac-
tions under both the Contempt of Court Ordinance 
2002 and the PEMRA Act 2007.

– Former Press Secretary to the President 
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

R ECENT reports say that the Sudanese 
Armed Forces and the Russian government 
might sign a military and economic agree-

ment soon. This deal shows that Russia wants to 
gain access to ports on the Red Sea, which would 
help its navy and increase its influence in the re-
gion. Russia also wants to build stronger political 
and military relationships across Africa. By work-
ing with countries like Sudan, Russia hopes to in-
crease its power, challenge Western influence and 
find new economic opportunities. This situation 
shows how global power is changing in Africa. Lt. 
Gen. Yasir al-Atta confirmed in late May that the 
Sudanese Armed Forces and Russia are close to 
signing this important agreement. The deal would 
let Russia set up a naval support facility on the Red 
Sea. In return, Russia would give weapons and am-
munition to Sudan. This agreement is a strategic 
move by the Sudanese Armed Forces, showing 
they are unhappy with the West for not stopping 
outside support to their enemy, the Rapid Support 
Forces, in Sudan’s civil war. The deal, which has 
been in the works since February 2023, has been 
delayed because of Sudan’s civil war. Russia wants 
to strengthen ties with African nations facing sanc-
tions from the EU and the US. However, tensions 
in the region, especially between the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, and Qatar regarding Sudan’s conflict, and 
the ongoing Red Sea crisis, have made things more 
complicated. These tensions have made it hard for 
these nations to effectively respond to attacks by 
the Houthis, showing the geopolitical challenges 
affecting the deal and regional stability.
Russia and China are working to strengthen their 
positions in the Red Sea area. Russia is teaming 
up with Eritrea to build a naval facility at Massa-
wa port, confirmed by Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov during his visit to Eritrea in January 
2023. A Russian naval ship also visited Massawa in 
March 2024, suggesting Russia wants another port 
in the Red Sea besides Sudan. China is increasing 
its activities near the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, a key 
route between the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. 
With its military base in Djibouti, China has expand-
ed its naval presence, allowing an Iranian spy ship 
to dock nearby. This shows China’s deeper military 
involvement in the area. These actions by Russia 
and China show their growing influence, challeng-
ing the Biden administration’s policy in Africa. Crit-
ics, like Senator James Risch, say the current U.S. 
approach isn’t working. He suggests stronger ties 
with Somaliland to counter China and Iran’s influ-
ence. Russia and China’s moves highlight the Red 
Sea’s importance for military and economic con-
trol. Russia is using attacks by Houthis on commer-
cial ships to increase its influence, offering safe 
passage to ships under the Russian flag. Russia 
might also support Houthis in placing sea mines, 
disrupting shipping and potentially forcing vessels 
to fly the Russian flag for safety. Russia might col-
laborate with various groups in the Horn of Africa 
to bypass sanctions and boost illegal oil and grain 
sales, which could help with energy and food chal-
lenges due to U.S. sanctions over Ukraine. Russia 
has used grain diplomacy, providing grain to Afri-
can nations, including 25,000 tons to Somalia and 
forgiving $684 million in debt. Somalia, struggling 
with finances due to fighting al-Shabaab, might 
seek Russian military help. With rising tensions 
between Somalia and Somaliland, especially before 
Somaliland’s November election, Somalia could 
turn to Russia and China for support. Abdirahman 
Irro, an opposition leader and former ambassador 
to Russia, supports China and could play a role in 

this. Russia might interfere in Somaliland’s elec-
tions or disrupt its port agreement with Ethiopia 
to gain access to Berbera port.
Africa is likely to see more of Russia because of the 
United States’ weak policies in the region. This is 
especially concerning because the Horn of Africa, 
which includes the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, 
is very important for global shipping and trade. 
Whoever controls this area gains a big geopoliti-
cal advantage, making it a target for military and 
economic power. Russia is getting more involved in 
Africa, taking advantage of the gaps left by the US. 
This includes military cooperation, selling weap-
ons, and economic investments. 
The possibility of Russia militarizing the Red Sea 
and the Gulf of Aden is worrying. It could increase 
regional tensions and disrupt the stability of a key 
maritime corridor. Russia’s military presence 
could affect security far beyond Africa, including 
the Middle East and globally. This could lead to an 
arms race and more conflicts in an already unsta-
ble region. The US needs to respond strongly to 
maintain balance and prevent any one power from 
dominating this area. To reduce this risk, the Bid-
en administration should look at the Somaliland 
Partnership Act again. This proposal suggests 
officially recognizing and supporting Somaliland, 
which has stable governance and a strategic lo-
cation. Partnering with Somaliland could counter 
Russian and Chinese influence. The US can secure 
an important ally in the Horn of Africa, ensuring 
a cooperative presence in the region. Additional-
ly, working more closely with the Department of 
Defense is essential. A better military strategy, 
including joint exercises, security assistance, 
and infrastructure development, would improve 
regional security and deter adversaries.
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DORTMUND: Let that patriotic fervor soar. Host nation 
Germany is headed to the quarterfinals at the European 
Championship after a wet and wild win over Denmark on 
Saturday. “We’re going to Berlin,” sang the jubilant Ger-
many fans who were first battered by rain and hail after a 
thunderstorm that stopped play for 25 minutes, then saw 
their team benefit from back-to-back video review calls that 
helped to set up a 2-0 victory in Dortmund.
Two more wins will take Germany to the capital for the July 
14 final, in what could yet turn into a summer fairy tale for 
a nation whose soccer team is coming out of a sorry run of 
performances in major tournaments. It could have been so 
different against the Danes, though. The host-nation buzz 
was burst when, with the score at 0-0, Denmark defender 
Joachim Andersen swept home a close-range finish that 
looked to have put his team ahead in the 50th minute. The 
Video Assistant Referee spotted an offside in the buildup, 
a free kick was awarded and the ball was played downfield 
immediately, leading to a cross by David Raum hitting the 
outstretched right arm of — who else? — Andersen. The VAR 
got involved again and a penalty was awarded. Kai Havertz 
converted the spot kick and Jamal Musiala added a second 
goal — his third of the tournament, which is tied for the most 
with Georgia’s Georges Mikautadze — in the 68th.
“We played a super game — we had crazy fans again today,” 
Germany defender Nico Schlotterbeck said. “We’re playing 

with euphoria, we’re playing with fun, and that’s what the 
most beautiful thing about football is.” It was Germany’s 
first win in the knockout stage of a major tournament since 
2016, since when the national team has failed to advance 
from the group stage at back-to-back World Cups and lost in 
the last 16 of the last Euros in 2021 to England.
Germany will play Spain or Georgia next and became the 

second team to advance from the round of 16, after Swit-
zerland beat defending champion Italy 2-0 earlier Saturday. 
Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann told German broadcast-
er ZDF that he used the rain delay to show his players in-
cidents from the first half-hour of the game which his team 
dominated, playing the most soccer of the tournament, 

in his opinion. Indeed, the players were able to head into 
the confines of the locker room while thunder, lightning 
and torrential rain struck, leaving spectators in the front 
rows particularly exposed as they scrambled higher in 
the stands. Many used black-yellow-and-red flags they had 
waved before the match, to welcome the players onto the 
field, as makeshift umbrellas. “Oh, how lovely it is,” some 
sang, and a few Danish supporters danced in waterfalls in 
the stands. There was about a 20-minute delay before the 
rain relented and players re-emerged, undertaking war-
mups before play resumed a few minutes later. The pitch 
held up well in the circumstances. Denmark coach Kasper 
Hjulmand was left to rue those crucial couple of minutes 
when the big VAR decisions were made. “I have the photo 
here,” he said, whipping out his phone at the post-match 
news conference. “It was one centimeter (offside). In 
terms of statistics and data, it doesn’t makes sense. This is 
not how we are supposed to be using VAR.
“And I am so tired of the ridiculous handball rule. Joachim 
was running normally. It’s a normal situation.” Nagels-
mann sympathized with Hjulmand, saying: “I would also 
be annoyed if it was the other way round.” However, it’s 
Denmark going home and Germany heading to Stuttgart 
on Friday. “It was a wild game altogether,” Nagelsmann 
said. “We came through adversity in those seconds where 
it was, ‘Was it a goal or not a goal?’ and ‘Was it handball or 
not a handball?’ That makes me proud. The team deserves 
it and hopefully we are getting rid of the old memory stick 
and understand how good we actually are.”

Germany beat Denmark, advances to euro 2024 quarters
Kai Havertz scored penalty in second half, followed by Jamal Musiala’s curling strike

Briefs
Tax on 

retailers from 
today: FM
From Page 01

only 5.2 million filed in-
come tax returns in 2022. 
To boost tax collection, 
the government among 
other measures, blocked 
mobile phone SIM cards 
and will now also restrict 
non-filers from travelling 
abroad. While the budget 
has been criticised for 
not bringing in new sec-
tors into the tax net, the 
finance minister defend-
ed the financial blueprint 
and said that new sectors 
would be taxed. “I’m re-
peating myself. When 
Miftah [Ismail] sb pro-
posed taxing retailers in 
2022, it should have been 
implemented. We cannot 
have any segment that is 
not contributing to society 
and the exchequer.”

Pak to seek 
Qatar’s...
From Page 01

sell them on the spot market 
if domestic demand for LNG 
falls short. The disclosure 
was made during a public 
hearing held on Friday by 
the National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (Ne-
pra) regarding a petition by 
power distribution compa-
nies seeking permission to 
collect an additional Rs3.41 
per unit from consumers 
due to fuel adjustments 
for May 2024. During the 
hearing, power distribution 
companies noted that the 
actual fuel rate was Rs9.12 
per unit, compared to a ref-
erence price of Rs5.7 per 
unit, resulting in an increase 
of Rs3.41 per unit. 

Taliban 
delegation..

From Page 01
The Taliban seized power 
in August 2021 as US and 
NATO forces were in the 
final weeks of their pullout 
from the country following 
two decades of war. No 
country has officially rec-
ognized the Taliban as Af-
ghanistan’s government, 
and the UN has said recog-
nition is almost impossible 
while bans on female ed-
ucation and employment 
remain in place. Mujahid 
on Saturday in the capital, 
Kabul, told reporters the 
delegation was going to 
Doha “to seek understand-
ing and resolve issues.”

Asif criticises 
Kabul for...

From Page 01
Pakistan-Afghanistan bor-
der, despite repeated 
requests made by the Pa-
kistan government. In an in-
terview with British media 
outlet, Asif said Pakistan 
hoped for cooperation from 
the Afghan government, 
however, the latter was not 
ready to take action against 
the militants. “Pakistan 
(even) offered to grant Rs10 
billion to shift the militants 
towards the western bor-
der; however, it was feared 
that they could come back 
from there too,” he said.

Iran envoy 
condemns...

From Page 01
Following this, the National 
Assembly on Friday passed 
a resolution to condemn the 
US Congress resolution and 
termed it “contrary to facts” 
and “interference” in its in-
ternal affairs. The resolution 
was tabled by Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
lawmaker Shaista Pervaiz 
Malik, and passed by a ma-
jority in the National Assem-
bly amid a noisy protest of 
the opposition benchers.

Senator 
Mushahid...

From Page 01
economists, and journalists 
from more than 50 coun-
tries. Chairman of the Pa-
kistan-China Institute and 
Co-Chairman of the Interna-
tional Conference of Asian 
Political Parties (ICAPP) 
Senator Mushahid also ex-
pressed gratitude to Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for awarding 
him the prestigious 5 Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coexist-
ence Award. “China has 
taken political ownership of 
the 5 Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence, which today 
are the foundation of the 
new emerging global or-
der,” Mushahid said.

After Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, 
Ravindra Jadeja also quits T20I

“With a heart full of gratitude, 
I bid farewell to T20 int’ls,” 

announces Indian all-rounder
New Delhi : Indian all-rounder 
Ravindra Jadeja joined star batters 
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma in step-
ping down from the T20 Internation-
als a day after Men in Blue defeated 
South Africa to win coveted title in 
the shortest format. “With a heart full 
of gratitude, I bid farewell to T20 in-
ternationals,” Jadeja wrote on his offi-
cial Instagram page a day after India’s 
win over South Africa in a thrilling 
World Cup final in Bridgetown. 
“Like a steadfast horse galloping with 

pride, I’ve always given my best for 
my country and will continue to do 
so in other formats . Winning the T20 
World Cup was a dream come true, a 
pinnacle of my T20 International ca-
reer. Thank you for the memories, the 
cheers, and the unwavering support,” 
he added. In less than 24 hours, three 
of India’s most senior and important 
players announced their retirements 
which may make things a bit difficult 
for the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) to find their replace-
ment as all three were widely consid-
ered greats in their respective posi-
tions and roles. In 74 T20Is played, 
Jadeja scored 515 runs and bagged 54 

wickets. After India’s T20 World Cup 
win, Kohli announced his retirement 
immediately during a post-match cer-
emony saying that it is time for the 
next generation to take over. On the 
other hand, Rohit Sharma confirmed 
during a post-match press conference 
that he, too, is quitting the shorter 
format. Rohit and Kohli’s retirement 
from the T20I format was not en-
tirely unexpected. Neither player 
had featured in any T20Is following 
India’s semi-final defeat in the 2022 
T20 World Cup, and they only re-
sumed playing T20Is in January this 
year, with their focus on the 2024 
T20 World Cup. – DNA

Fazl 
demands..

From Page 01
He emphasized that the 
current government lacks 
the flexibility to address 
their grievances effectively. 
Maulana Fazl stated that 
words of persuasion have 
no value without the guar-
antee of fair elections. He 
welcomed negotiations with 
PTI but criticized the par-
ty’s lack of unity and failure 
to announce a negotiating 
team. Maulana Fazl also 
noted that the Sunni Itte-
had Council’s chief has ex-
pressed no interest in form-
ing an alliance with JUI.

Fawad rules 
out jailed...

From Page 01
Fawad Chaudhry has said 
there is “no chance” of the 
incarcerated party found-
er Imran Khan’s release 
in the presence of the 
current PTI leadership. 
“[Due to] lack of political 
strategy of current PTI 
leadership, all of us are 
suffering,” said the for-
mer senior vice-president 
of the party, who parted 
with Khan following May 
9 violent protests that saw 
attacks on public and mili-
tary installations. 

Millions 
of French...

From Page 01
With Russia’s war against 
Ukraine in its third year 
and energy and food pric-
es much higher, support 
for the anti-immigration 
and eurosceptic party has 
surged despite Macron’s 
pledges to prevent its as-
cent. The two-round vote 
could put the far-right in 
power in France for the first 
time since the Nazi occupa-
tion in World War II.

Six dead as 
rains batter..

From Page 01
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
been closed off for traffic, 
said the PDMA. The PDMA 
further revealed that a 
large number of vehicles 
are stranded at Dhana Sar 
due to landsliding due to 
heavy rains in eastern Ba-
lochistan’s Koh-e-Suleman 
mountain range. Traffic 
from Peshawar, Swat, Is-
lamabad and Pindi have 
been instructed to stop at 
Dera Ismail Khan the PMD 
said, adding that the Zhob-
DI Khan Road has been 
blocked at Dhana Sar due to 
rains in Zhob and Sherani.

Rising Stars Hockey player 
Jawairia gets rousing welcome

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Jawairia Azeez, a 
member of the Rising Star Girls 
Hockey Academy in Islamabad, 
has been selected for the Paki-
stan Education Board Hockey 
Team’s tour of Turkey. Upon 
her arrival at the ground, she re-
ceived a rousing welcome.
Australian High Commissioner 
Neil Hawkins, High Commission-
er of Brunei Kamal Ahmad, and 
other team officials greeted her 
enthusiastically. The diplomats 
commended Jawairia’s efforts 
and encouraged her to maintain 
her excellent performance.

ICCI council members 
unite on election decisions
The meeting took a number of important decisions 

about the forthcoming ICCI elections
ISLAMABAD: A meeting of Council 
Members of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held with 
Chairman Founder Group Khalid 
Iqbal Malik in chair. It was attended 
by Mr.Zafar Bakhtawari, Mr. Ejaz 
Ahmed Abbasi, Mr. Tariq Sadiq, 
Mr. Khalid Javaid and Mian Akram 
Farid. The meeting took a number 
of important decisions about the 
forthcoming ICCI elections. A con-
sensus was evolved that all the de-
cisions with regard to the elections 
will be taken unitedly as to serve 
the business community in best 
possible way. – DNA

Pak announce squad 
for ACC Women’s 

T20 Asia Cup
Karachi: Nida Dar will lead the Pakistan’s squad for the 
ACC Women’s T20 Asia Cup, scheduled to take place in Dam-
bulla, Sri Lanka, from July 19 to 28.The squad was finalized 
following a four-day training camp that concluded in Karachi 
on Saturday. From the 17-member team that toured England 
last month, Ayesha Zafar, Natalia Parvaiz, Rameen Shamim, 
Sadaf Shamas, Umm-e-Hani, and Waheeda Akhtar have been 
excluded. In their place, the selectors have included Iram 
Javed, Omaima Sohail, Syeda Aroob Shah, and Tasmia Rubab. 
The Pakistan women’s national cricket team will begin their 
training camp for the ACC Women’s T20 Asia Cup in Karachi 
on July 5, continuing until their departure on July 16. Head 
coach Muhammad Wasim will lead the camp, with support 
from Abdur Rehman (spin bowling coach), Junaid Khan (as-
sistant coach – bowling), and Hanif Malik (assistant coach – 
fielding). Hina Munawar, Rabia Siddiq, and Waleed Ahmed 
will serve as the team manager, physiotherapist, and ana-
lyst, respectively. Pakistan is placed in Group ‘A’ alongside 
India, Nepal, and the UAE, while Group ‘B’ consists of Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Thailand, and Malaysia. – Agencies

Djokovic inspires 
Osaka before 

daughter’s birthday
LONDON: Naomi Osaka said Sunday she hopes to mark 
her daughter’s first birthday by making a winning re-
turn to Wimbledon thanks to a helping hand from Novak 
Djokovic. The Japanese superstar, a four-time Grand 
Slam champion and a former world number one, hasn’t 
played at the All England Club since 2019. Osaka takes 
on Diane Parry of France in her opener on Monday, the 
day before she celebrates daughter Shai’s first birthday. 
“She’s one on Tuesday so it will be very exciting day,” 
said the 26-year-old. “It’s been a great journey and I’m 
lucky and blessed to have happy girl with lots of energy. 
It’s a dream to be here with her now.” Osaka’s four ma-
jors came on the hard courts of the US Open and Aus-
tralian Open. She made the third round at Wimbledon in 
2017 and 2018, losing to former champions Venus Wil-
liams and Angelique Kerber respectively. – Agencies
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Madrid : Spain has inter-
vened in a genocide case that 
was initiated late last year by 
South Africa at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) 
against the Israeli regime, 
over the latter’s months-long 
genocidal war on the Gaza 
Strip. “This intervention is 
motivated by our responsi-
bility as a State party to the 
Genocide Convention and our 
firm commitment to interna-
tional law,” the Spanish for-
eign ministry said on Friday. 
South Africa filed the lawsuit 
against the Israeli regime at 
the end of December, after 
nearly three months of Israeli 
aggression against Palestini-
ans in Gaza. Before filing the 
lawsuit, the country stated 

that the occupying regime 
had failed to uphold its com-
mitments under the 1948 
Genocide Convention. In its 
interim ruling on January 26, 
the top United Nations court 
ruled that Pretoria’s claims 
were plausible, ordering 
provisional measures. The 
Hague-based tribunal also 
said that the Israeli regime 
had to implement steps to 
prevent genocidal acts and al-
low humanitarian aid to f low 
into Gaza. Following South 
Africa’s complaint, several 
countries, including Turkey, 
Libya, Nicaragua, Colombia, 
the Maldives, Egypt, Belgium, 
Ireland, Mexico, and Chile, 
submitted requests to join the 
cast.Commenting further on 
Madrid’s decision, the Span-
ish ministry said, “We seek to 
contribute to bringing peace 

back to Gaza and the Mid-
dle East.” “We urge the ICJ 
to address the obligation to 
prevent genocide and ensure 
compliance with the Court’s 
binding precautionary meas-
ures,” it said. Spain has com-
mitted to abiding by the ICJ’s 
ruling, demonstrating its sup-
port for international judicial 
decisions and its dedication 
to fostering global peace and 
stability, it added. The Israeli 
regime launched the war on 
the coastal sliver on October 
7 after Palestinian resistance 
groups carried out a surprise 
retaliatory operation into the 
occupied territories. Con-
comitantly with the war, the 
regime has been enforcing 
a near-total siege on Gaza, 
which has reduced the f low of 
foodstuffs, medicine, electric-
ity, and water into the Pales-

tinian territory into a trickle. 
So far during the military on-
slaught, the regime has killed 
at least 37,765 Palestinians 
and injured over 86,429 oth-
ers. Thousands more are also 
missing and presumed dead un 
er rubble. Meanwhile,
The Palestinian Red Crescent 
Society (PRCS) said Saturday 
it evacuated its temporary 
headquarters in the southern 
Gaza Strip because of Israeli 
attacks.
 The PRCS “fully evacuated 
its temporary administrative 
headquarters in the Mawasi 
Khan Younis area due to shrap-
nel falling on the building and 
direct shelling, which posed 
a danger to the staff working 
inside,” it wrote on X.Flouting 
a UN Security Council resolu-
tion demanding an immediate 
cease-fire, Israel has faced in-

ternational condemnation amid 
its continued brutal offensive 
on Gaza since an Oct. 7 attack 
by the Palestinian resistance 
group, Hamas.
More than 37,800 Palestinians 
have since been killed in Gaza, 
most of them women and chil-
dren, and more than 86,800 
others injured, according to 
local health authorities.Over 
eight months into the Israeli 
war, vast tracts of Gaza lie in 
ruins amid a crippling block-
ade of food, clean water and 
medicine. Israel is accused 
of genocide at the Inter-
national Court of Justice, 
whose latest ruling ordered 
Tel Aviv to immediately halt 
its operation in Rafah, where 
more than 1 mill ion Palestin-
ians had sought refuge from 
the war before it was invad-
ed on May 6.

Spain intervenes in SA’s genocide case against Israel

Briefs
UN Chief 

praises new
 small arms 

limits
UNITED NATIONS ;UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres praised the adop-
tion of a “strong outcome 
document” at the end of 
a conference dedicated to 
combating illicit small arms 
and light weapons world-
wide, saying it was an im-
portant sign of progress. 
“The proliferation, diver-
sion and misuse of small 
arms and light weapons 
continue to undermine 
peace, security and sustain-
able development around 
the world – fueling conflict 
and armed violence and 
causing devastating human 
costs”, the UN chief said 
in a statement. He congrat-
ulated member states on 
successfully concluding the 
Fourth Review Conference, 
welcoming the setting up of 
an open-ended technical ex-
pert group to address devel-
opments in small arms and 
light weapons manufactur-
ing, technology and design. 
The secretary-general also 
recognized the commit-
ments States have made 
to strengthen international 
cooperation and assistance 
and to implement gender-re-
sponsive policies. Guterres 
said he “strongly believes 
that the progress made…
will help strengthen our col-
lective and national efforts 
to combat illicit small arms 
and light weapons until the 
next review conference in 
2030”. The UN chief added 
that he hoped the commit-
ments regarding small arms 
would inform discussions at 
the Summit of the Future 
in September “to find for-
ward-looking and action-ori-
ented solutions for a more 
peaceful future.—APP

5 dead after 
storms lash

 France, 
Switzerland

Geneva : Ferocious 
storms and torrential rains 
that lashed France, Swit-
zerland and Italy this week-
end have left five people 
dead, local authorities said 
on Sunday Three people 
in their 70s and 80s died 
in France’s northeastern 
Aube region on Saturday 
when a tree crushed the car 
they were travelling in dur-
ing fierce winds, the local 
authority told AFP. A fourth 
passenger was in critical 
care, it added. In neigh-
bouring Switzerland, two 
people have died and a third 
is missing after torrential 
rains triggered a landslide 
in the southeast, police in 
the Italian-speaking canton 
of Ticino said. According 
to local daily La Regione, 
the dead were two women 
who were on holiday in the 
Alpine region. Emergency 
services were assessing 
the best way to evacuate 
300 people who had arrived 
for a football tournament 
in Peccia, while almost 70 
more were being evacuated 
from a holiday camp in the 
village of Mogno.—APP 

Turkiye 
‘neutralizes’
 7 PKK/YPG 

terrorists
Ankara : Turkish security 
forces “neutralized” a total 
of seven PKK/YPG terror-
ists in northern Iraq and 
Syria, Türkiye’s National 
Defense Ministry said on 
Sunday. “Our heroic Turk-
ish Armed Forces neutral-
ized 3 PKK/YPG terrorists 
detected in the Euphrates 
Shield and Peace Spring 
zones in northern Syria 
and 4 PKK terrorists de-
tected in the Operation 
Claw-Lock zone,” the minis-
try wrote on X. Türkiye in 
2022 launched Operation 
Claw-Lock to target the ter-
ror group PKK’s hideouts 
in northern Iraq’s Metina, 
Zap, and Avasin-Basyan re-
gions. The terrorist PKK 
is known for using north-
ern Iraq, near the Turkish 
border, as a hideout to 
plot terror attacks and for 
launching attacks both on 
nearby Türkiye and locals 
in northern Syria. Since 
2016, Ankara has launched 
a trio of successful anti-ter-
ror operations across its 
border in northern Syria to 
prevent the formation of a 
terror corridor and enable 
the peaceful settlement 
of residents: Euphrates 
Shield (2016), Olive Branch 
(2018), and Peace Spring 
(2019). Turkish authorities 
use the term “neutralize” to 
imply the terrorists in ques-
tion surrendered or were 
killed or captured.—DNA

1 dead, five 
injured in 

France 
wedding hall 

attack
THIONVILLE: One person 
was killed and five others 
wounded in northeast-
ern France when several 
masked gunmen opened 
fire at a wedding ceremony, 
police sources said on Sun-
day Sources suggested that 
the attack in the northeast-
ern city of Thionville was 
linked to a settling of scores 
between drug traffickers. 
The shooting took place at 
a reception hall overnight 
Saturday to Sunday, with 
around a hundred people 
in attendance. Two peo-
ple were seriously injured 
and one of them was in a 
critical condition. The per-
petrators of the shooting 
have fled the scene. “It was 
during a wedding,” a police 
source said. “At a quarter 
past one in the morning, a 
group of people went out-
side to smoke in front of the 
hall, and then three heav-
ily armed men arrived and 
opened fire in their direc-
tion. The assailants arrived 
in a 4X4 vehicle, “probably 
a BMW,” the source said. 
It was not immediately 
clear where the vehicle 
had come from. Thionville 
is located close to the bor-
ders of Luxembourg and 
Germany. Members of law 
enforcement believe that a 
settling of scores linked to 
drug trafficking was behind 
the violence. “The wedding 
was not targeted as such, it 
was people who were at the 
wedding,” the source said. 
A glass door pierced with 
bullet holes could be seen 
at the scene on Sunday 
morning In the neighboring 
town of Villerupt shootings 
between rival gangs at a drug 
dealing point left five people 
injured in May 2023.—APP

2 dead, one 
missing 

after Swiss 
landslide

Geneva : Two people have 
died and a third is missing 
after torrential rains trig-
gered a landslide in south-
eastern Switzerland, police 
said on Sunday. Violent 
storms lashed the Alpine 
country with rain this week-
end, with hundreds of peo-
ple evacuated in the west 
after the Rhone river and 
its tributaries broke their 
banks. “The bodies of two 
people were found by res-
cuers in connection with 
the landslide in the Fon-
tana region,” police in the 
Italian-speaking canton of 
Ticino said in a statement. 
According to local daily La 
Regione, the dead were two 
women who were on holi-
day in the region. Emergen-
cy services were assessing 
the best way to evacuate 
300 people who had arrived 
for a football tournament 
in Peccia, while almost 70 
more were being evacuated 
from a holiday camp in the 
village of Mogno. The poor 
weather was making rescue 
work particularly difficult, 
police had said earlier, with 
several valleys inaccessible 
and cut off from the elec-
tricity network. The federal 
alert system also said part 
of the canton was without 
drinking water. —Agencies 

M23 rebels 
seize

key town in 
east DRC

Kinshasa: The M23 mi-
litia fighters have seized a 
strategic town in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo’s 
volatile east, a local official 
said “Kanyabayonga has 
been in the hands of the 
M23 since Friday evening,” 
the administrative official 
said under condition of 
anonymity. Kanyabayonga 
lies on the northern front 
of the conflict in North 
Kivu province, which has 
been rocked by violence 
since 2021 when the M23 
(March 23 Movement) re-
sumed its armed campaign 
in the region. The town is 
considered a pathway to the 
major commercial centres 
of Butembo and Beni in the 
north. Kanyabayonga is home 
to more than 60,000 people 
as well as tens of thousands 
of people who have fled there 
in recent months, driven 
from their homes by the ad-
vance of the rebels The town 
is in the Lubero territory, the 
fourth territory in the North 
Kivu province that the group 
has entered after Rutshu-
ru, Nyiragongo and Masisi. 
“The population is there (in 
Kanyabayonga), especially 
those who had moved from 
the territory of Rutshuru to 
Lubero,” the administrative 
official said.—APP

ME facing serious changes
 amid Israeli offensive: Sisi

Egypt’s president also said that incoming government’s top priority to alleviate 
 suffering amid price hikes

News Desk

CAIRO: Egyptian President Ab-
del-Fattah al-Sisi said Sunday that 
the Middle East region is going 
through “serious changes” amid 
a deadly Israeli offensive on the 
Gaza Strip. “The region is going 
through serious changes recent-
ly amid intense Israeli war in 
the Gaza Strip and attempts to 
impose forced displacement to-
wards Egyptian territories,” he 
said in a televised address mark-
ing the June 30, 2013 resolution, 
which ousted former President 
Mohamed Morsi. In this war, 
“the conscience of humanity was 
absent, and the international com-
munity remained silent, turning 
its face away from tens of thou-
sands of innocent victims,” he 
added. More than 37,800 Palestin-
ians have been killed and nearly 
87,000 others injured in a deadly 

Israeli onslaught on Gaza since 
last Oct. 7 following a Hamas at-
tack. Over eight months into the 
Israeli war, vast tracts of Gaza lie 
in ruins amid a crippling blockade 
of food, clean water and medicine. 
Sisi said the top priority of the 
incoming government in Egypt is 
to alleviate the suffering result-
ing from rising prices and create 
more job opportunities.
“I address all Egyptians … who 
have endured the grind of life and 
the rising prices during the recent 
period to provide a good life for 
their children ... I fully know the 
extent of the suffering,” he said. 
“I assure you that my main con-
cern and the highest priority of 
the new government is to allevi-
ate that suffering, create more job 
opportunities, and build a better 
future for all,” Sisi said. Egypt has 
grappled with a foreign currency 
crunch, soaring commodity pric-
es, and disruptions to interna-

tional supply chains, which raised 
the cost of living. Meanwhile, 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi affirmed on Saturday that 
the “relations between Egypt and 
the European Union are experi-
encing positive progress across 
multiple domains.” This came 
during Sisi’s address at the open-
ing session of the investment con-
ference between Egypt and the 
EU, scheduled for Saturday and 

Sunday, with the participation 
of European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen. The 
Egyptian president stated that 
“relations between Egypt and the 
European Union are experiencing 
positive progress in various areas 
of cooperation.” “This progress 
culminated in the signing of a 
political declaration in March, 
elevating relations between 
the two sides to the status of 
a strategic and comprehensive 
partnership,” he added. “We are 
convening for the second time 
in a brief span to witness the 
2024 Egypt-European Union In-
vestment Conference,” Sisi add-
ed. Sisi viewed the conference 
as “initiating the first practical 
measures in advancing relations 
and underscores Egypt and the 
European Union’s commitment 
to progress from promises to 
concrete actions.”
According to the Egyptian 

president, the strategic part-
nership between Egypt and the 
EU encompasses “six pillars, 
with investment being the most 
significant.” He highlighted ex-
pectations of mobilizing approx-
imately €5 billion ($5.3 billion) 
in European investments and 
providing €1.8 billion in invest-
ment guarantees for the private 
sector. Sisi also emphasized that 
these efforts would enhance 
the EU’s role as Egypt’s 
foremost trade and invest-
ment partner. The president 
emphasized Egypt’s commit-
ment as a reliable partner in 
promoting security and sta-
bility in the regional context. 
In March last year, the EU 
unveiled a financing package 
totaling €7.4 billion for Egypt 
from 2024 to 2027. Over the 
past four years, Egypt has re-
ceived around $12.8 billion in 
total funding from Europe.
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‘Economic violence’ against 
women must stop: Turk

Web Desk

UNITED NATIONS: The 
UN human rights chief, 
Volker Turk, has told a Hu-
man Rights Council panel 
that it’s time to eliminate 
laws and practices that 
contribute to “economic 
violence” against women 
and girls. During his open-
ing statement Friday to the 
all-day panel dedicated to 
women and human rights, 
Turk said there had been 
“extraordinary progress” 
thanks to the worldwide 
women’s movement. But 
the very fact that a sepa-
rate panel needed to be 
convened on gender-based 
violence shows that pro-
gress has been “hard-won 
and fragile”, he added. The 
meeting’s focus on so-called 
economic violence as a part 
of a wider pattern of gen-
der-based violence occurs 
when a woman or girl is de-
nied access to financial re-
sources as a form of abuse 
or control. Turk noted that 
one in three women have 

been subjected to some 
form of violence – physi-
cal, sexual, psychological 
or economic – at least 
once in their life. “If one 
in three men globally were 
subject to such devastat-
ing and pervasive harm, an 
emergency summit would 
be convened,” he said. The 
High Commissioner said eco-
nomic violence often goes 
unseen or unregulated but 
could be just as harmful as 
physical violence, as it usual-
ly includes forms of control, 
exploitation and sabotage. 
“While economic violence 
most commonly occurred in 
the home, it could also be 
enabled and perpetrated by 
the State through discrimina-
tory legal frameworks which 
restricted women’s access to 
credit, employment, social 
protection, or property and 
land rights,” he said. Turk 
declared that so far, global 
efforts to deliver on gender 
equality have failed, pointing 
out that 3.9 billion women 
worldwide faced legal barri-
ers affecting their econom-

ic participation and women 
earn only 77 cents for every 
dollar paid to men, among 
other inequities. He said 
there needed to be a thor-
ough revision of discrimi-
natory laws and practices 
to put a stop to economic 
violence. “Gender equali-
ty needed to be positively 
fostered through laws gov-
erning all areas of life and 
there needed to be policy 
measures to ensure these 
laws were applied,” he said.  
Further, he said there need-
ed to be a stronger effort to 
ensure survivors of econom-
ic violence could seek justice 
and assistance. “There need-
ed to be better complaint 
mechanisms, economic 
and social support systems, 
more widely available psy-
chological assistance, and for 
perpetrators to be brought to 
justice,” the High Commis-
sioner said. He emphasized 
that violence against women 
and girls was “abhorrent and 
inexcusable.” During the ses-
sion, members of civil soci-
ety also weighed in on the 

harm caused by economic 
violence. Esther Waweru, 
Senior Legal Advisor at 
Equality Now, said inequal-
ity in the family was one of 
the main reasons for eco-
nomic violence, paired with 
“retrogressive patriarchal 
gender norms.” She said 
that 1.4 billion women glob-
ally lived in countries where 
economic violence was not 
recognized and where there 
are no protections; a prac-
tice she believes could 
leave more women and 
girls vulnerable to exploita-
tion. Ms. Waweru recom-
mends that Member States 
enact comprehensive laws 
to criminalize sexual and 
gender-based violence and 
intimate partner violence 
– along with economic vio-
lence. She called for laws to 
“repeal and revoke marital 
power clauses designating 
husbands as the head of 
the households” to “en-
sure equitable sharing of 
the joint property deriving 
from marriage” and equal 
labour rights.

Myanmar Central 
Bank  denies UN 
weapons report

Washington : Myanmar’s central bank denied a UN re-
port that the country’s military government can still access 
money and weapons for its war against anti-coup forces, 
saying financial institutions under the bank’s supervision 
followed prescribed procedures. The Central Bank of Myan-
mar “expressed our strong objection to the UN Special Rap-
porteur’s report,” it said in a statement published in a junta 
newspaper on Saturday. “The UN report severely harms the 
interests of Myanmar civilians and the relationship between 
Myanmar and other countries.” The rapporteur on Myanmar’s 
human rights, Tom Andrews, reported on Wednesday that 
while international efforts to isolate the junta appear to have 
dented its ability to buy military equipment, it still imported 
$253 million worth of weapons, dual-use technologies, man-
ufacturing equipment and other materials in the 12 months 
to March. The report said Myanmar had the help of interna-
tional banks, including those from Southeast Asian neighbor 
Thailand, for its purchases. Facing its biggest challenge since 
its 2021 coup against Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
government, Myanmar’s military is caught up in multiple, 
low-intensity conflicts and grappling to stabilize a crumbling 
economy. Western countries have imposed multiple financial 
sanctions on Myanmar’s military, banks and associated busi-
nesses. The central bank said local and international banks 
engaged in transactions with Myanmar have undergone com-
prehensive due diligence measures for all business relation-
ships and transactions. “The financial transactions are only for 
the importation of essential goods and basic necessities for 
Myanmar civilians, such as medicines and medical supplies, 
agricultural and livestock supplies, fertilizers, edible oil and 
fuels,” it said. The UN report said exports from Singapore had 
plunged to just over $10 million from over $110 million in 
2022 but that Thai companies in Thailand partially filled 
the gap, transferring $120 million worth of weapons and 
materials in 2023, double from the previous year.—APP

China, Pakistan 
form digital 

education alliance 
BEIJING: China, Pakistan have formed a digital educa-
tion alliance to foster skills development. This is a mile-
stone in the educational cooperation between the two 
countries, achieved this week, Gwadar Pro reported on 
Saturday. The alliance, jointly initiated by ITMC Technol-
ogy Co., Ltd. and UNI International, along with over 160 
Chinese and Pakistani technical and vocational education 
and training (TVET) partners. This aims to strengthen 
Pakistan’s TVET system and transform it into a leading 
digital education hub. The formation of the alliance was 
announced during the International Digital Skills Ex-
change Seminar of the 2nd Belt and Road International 
Skills Competition held in Chongqing from June 24 to 26.  
Over 200 experts from both countries, representing more 
than 140 colleges and universities, witnessed the historic 
event both online and offline. Leading the alliance from 
Pakistan is Rao Rashid Ali, Director General of Punjab 
TEVTA.  Ali highlighted the importance of this collabo-
ration in bridging the digital skills gap in Pakistan and 
underlined its potential to transform the education land-
scape in the country.  From China, Professor Xue Mao-
yun, former president of Jiangsu Commerce Vocational 
and Technical College, assumed the role of chairman of 
the alliance.  He stressed the shared vision of advancing 
digital education and fostering mutually beneficial part-
nerships. Muhammad Omar, Counsellor and Head of 
Chancery at the Pakistani Embassy in China and Afifa 
Shajia Awais, Counsellor of Education also attended the 
seminar.  Praising China’s achievements in talent trans-
formation, especially in the development of highly skilled 
talent, Omar expressed the hope that Pakistan could lev-
erage China’s experience in digital transformation to en-
hance its own educational institutions.—DNA

South Africa filed the lawsuit against the Israeli regime at the end of December

Beijing: Pakistan Ambassador Khalil Hashmi meet with Anivar Tursen, Commissioner of the 
Kashi Prefectural Region. Both exchanged views on strengthening bilateral cooperation. —DNA
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JI also opposes 
Azm-e-Istehkam 

Operation
Asserted Pakistan should 

make a regional block with 
other states in the region 

including Afghanistan

Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) has 
also opposed the ‘Operation Azm-e-Iste-

hkam Pakistan announced by Paki-
stan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) 
led federal government. JI emir Hafiz 
Naeemur Rehman in his statements as-
serted, operation will be problematic 
for the country and public. He stressed 
that JI’s narrative was clear and they 
rejected the operation. Hafiz Naeem 
stressed Afghanistan soil shouldn’t be 
used against terrorism in Pakistan. He 
stated in-fact the regional states includ-
ing Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and 
Iran must held talks for peace and sta-
bility in the region. JI emir highlighted 
that these states, Central Asian states 
and Russia could make a regional block 
for development and peace and order.

Austria’s far-right Freedom Party 
and populist Czech ANO party 
led by Andrej Babis also join as 

Hungary takes on EU presidency

Foreign Desk

VIENNA: Austria’s far-right Freedom Party (FPO), Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s Fidesz and the populist 
Czech ANO party led by Andrej Babis are forming a new al-
liance in the European Parliament. “We take on the respon-
sibility to launch this new platform and new faction. I want 
to make it clear that this is our goal,” Orban told reporters 
at a joint news conference with FPO leader Herbert Kickl 
and ANO’s Babis, calling for other parties’ support.
The new alliance has been dubbed the “Patriots for Eu-
rope” and will require backing from parties from at least 
four other countries to be recognised as an official group 
in the European Parliament – where far-right groups have 
made gains. Parties from at least a quarter of the European 
Union’s 27 member states are needed to officially form a 
new political group.  “A new era begins here, and the first, 
perhaps decisive moment of this new era is the creation of 
a new European political faction that will change European 
politics,” Orban said. The three men signed a “patriot-
ic manifesto”, promising “peace, security and develop-
ment” instead of the “war, migration and stagnation” 
brought by the “Brussels elite”, according to Orban.
Kickl’s FPO is part of the Identity and Democracy grouping, 

which also includes France’s National Rally and Italy’s League. 
The centrist ANO movement of billionaire former prime min-
ister and eurosceptic Babis announced last week it was leav-
ing Renew Europe. The three parties were the strongest per-
forming in their respective countries during the EU elections 
earlier this month. While Fidesz has remained outside larger 
groupings since it parted ways with the mainstream centre-right 
European People’s Party (EPP) in 2021, the FPO is part of the 
Identity and Democracy political group along with Marine Le 
Pen’s National Rally party in France. ANO is not part of any 
political group. The new alliance is shaping as Hungary takes 
over the six-month rotating presidency of the EU from Monday. 
The bloc’s presidency bloc brings little real power but enables 
countries holding it to put their priorities higher on the agenda.
Hungary has in recent years increasingly blocked, altered 
or delayed a number of key EU decisions, including those 
on the war in Ukraine and relations with Russia and China. 
He has selected “Make Europe Great Again” as his motto 
for the presidency, alarming European politicians for its 
nod to the slogan of former United States President Donald 
Trump, whom Orban has previously called a “good friend”.
Leaders in Brussels earlier this week launched member-
ship talks with candidate countries Ukraine and Moldova 
amid Orban’s repeated threats to block Ukraine’s candida-
cy. Amid longstanding accusations of undermining demo-
cratic institutions by Orban, an EU Parliament resolution 
in late May said the bloc’s presidency must be taken out 
of Hungary’s hand altogether. In this month’s European 
Parliament election, nationalist parties capitalised on voter 
disquiet over spiralling prices, migration and the cost of 
the green transition, and are looking to translate their seat 
gains into more influence on EU policy.

Hungary’s Orban announces 
new EU Parliament alliance

Briefs
7 dead as 
coaster, 
trailer 
collide 
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Seven people 
died while six others were 
injured on Sunday when a 
coaster overturned after 
colliding with a trailer on 
Karachi’s Mauripur Road, 
police said. According to 
a statement issued by the 
Mauripur police station, 
those killed in the accident 
included four children and 
two women. The deceased 
were 40-year-old Sughra, 
45-year-old Shazia, 10-year-
old Kinza Ahmed, 14-year-
old Qadeer Abdul Jabbar, 
six-year-old Sakeena Man-
zoor, four-year-old Zeenat 
Hayat and an unidentified 
person aged 40.
The wounded, which in-
cluded two women and a 
boy, were 35-year-old Azhar, 
35-year-old Bushra, 35-year-
old Shabbir, 25-year-old 
Sadiq, 20-year-old Zainab 
and 10-year-old Mudasir.
The wounded and the bod-
ies were moved to CHK, 
the police statement said, 
adding that further investi-
gation was under way. Mau-
ripur SHO Chaudhry Tufail 
told media the victims were 
relatives who were on their 
way to a picnic at the beach.
The accident occurred 
when the trailer took a 
U-turn and the coaster — 
which was coming from be-
hind and apparently speed-
ing — rammed into it and 
overturned, the SHO said.
He added that the driver 
of the trailer fled while the 
driver of the coaster was 
among the injured persons.
Meanwhile, Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah 
expressed grief at the lives 
lost in the incident.

Caribbean 
braces as 
Hurricane 

Beryl 
strengthens

New York: Cars are lining 
up at petrol stations before 
hurricane Beryl lands in 
Bridgetown, Barbados Car-
ibbean nations are warning 
residents to make emer-
gency preparations with a 
powerful and potentially 
deadly hurricane strength-
ening further as it moves 
towards them. Beryl, the 
first named hurricane of the 
season, is due to make land-
fall over a number of islands 
late on Sunday.
The hurricane has been up-
graded by forecasters to a 
“very dangerous” category 
three storm - meaning it is 
predicted to have winds of 
111-130mph (179-209km/
h). The major storm is 
expected to strengthen 
further as nears the Car-
ibbean islands of Barba-
dos, Dominica, Grenada 
and Martinique, among 
others. Across the region, 
people are boarding up 
their homes, queueing for 
fuel at filling stations and 
stockpiling supplies and 
water in preparation for 
the storm. – Agencies

18 killed 
in suicide 
attacks in 
Nigeria

Niger: At least 18 people 
have been killed and 30 in-
jured in a series of deadly 
blasts in Nigeria thought to 
have been carried out by fe-
male suicide bombers.
One of the bombings is re-
ported to have killed six 
people and injured others 
at a wedding ceremony 
on Saturday, in the north-
eastern Borno state. The 
state’s emergency manage-
ment agency said the co-or-
dinated attacks targeted a 
wedding, the victims’ subse-
quent funeral and a hospital 
in the town of Gwoza.
President Bola Tinubu con-
demned the attacks call-
ing them “desperate acts 
of terror” in a statement 
shared by his media aide on 
Facebook. He vowed stern 
action against those respon-
sible for the killings in the 
town of Gwoza and insisted 
that the incident had not 
undermined recent gains 
made against jihadists. 
“The president declares 
that the purveyors of wan-
ton violence shall have a 
certain encounter with jus-
tice. – Agencies

IHC wants 
PM to reveal 

actors 
behind ‘mass 
surveillance’

Court Reporter 
ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) has 
declared that ‘any form of 
surveillance’ on citizens 
was illegal and unconstitu-
tional, asking Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif to 
explain who is ‘responsible 
for the mass surveillance.
IHC Justice Babar Sattar is-
sued a written order on the 
plea of Bushra Bibi, wife 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan, 
and Najamus Saqib, son of 
former chief justice Saqib 
Nisar, against the audio 
leaks. In the written order, 
Justice Sattar said that the 
federal government was re-
sponsible for the surveillance 
of four million citizens and 
PM Shehbaz and cabinet 
members are “collectively 
and individually” responsible 
for the mass surveillance.
The IHC also ordered the 
Prime Minister to submit 
a report on the legal frame-
work of the surveillance 
system within six weeks. 
The report must also clarify 
whether the surveillance is 
being carried out in accord-
ance with the law and the 
constitution.
It also directed the Prime 
Minister to explain who is 
responsible for the installa-
tion of the surveillance sys-
tem and mass surveillance 
and “who is in charge of the 
system that is affecting the 
privacy of citizens”.
Meanwhile, the IHC also 
issued contempt of court 
notice to PTA Chairman 
and its members, direct-
ing them to submit re-
sponse within six weeks. 
“The court is of the view 
that the PTA apparently 
misinterpreted the sur-
veillance system in the 
report”, it added. Justice 
Babar, in its order, direct-
ed the telecommunication 
authority to submit its re-
sponse on surveillance sys-
tem in a sealed envelope.

Israeli tanks advance into 
north and south, fighting rages
One Palestinian citizen was martyred and five others were injured in an Israeli 

drone strike that targeted a house in Nur Shams refugee camp in Tulkarem City

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb presiding over a meeting of Economic Coordination 
Committee (ECC) in Islamabad. –  DNA

News Desk

CAIRO/GAZA: Israeli forces advanced 
further on Sunday into the Shejaia neigh-
borhood of northern Gaza and also pushed 
deeper into western and central Rafah in 
the south, killing at least six Palestinians 
and destroying several homes, residents 
said. Israeli tanks, which moved back into 
Shejaia four days ago, fired shells toward 
several houses, leaving families trapped in-
side and unable to leave, the residents said.
The Israeli military said forces operating 
in Shejaia had over the past day killed 
several Palestinian gunmen, located 
weapons, and struck military infrastruc-
ture. On Saturday it announced the death 
of two Israeli soldiers in northern Gaza.
The armed wing of Hamas and the allied Is-
lamic Jihad reported fierce fighting in both 
Shejaia and Rafah, saying their fighters had 
fired anti-tank rockets and mortar bombs 
against Israeli forces operating there.

More than eight months into Israel’s air 
and ground war in Gaza, militants continue 
to stage attacks on Israeli forces, operating 
in areas that the Israeli army said it had 
gained control over months ago.
Arab mediators’ efforts, backed by the 
United States, have so far failed to secure 
a ceasefire. Hamas says any deal must end 
the war and bring a full Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza. Israel says it will accept only 
temporary pauses in the fighting until Ha-
mas, which has governed Gaza since 2007, 
is eradicated. In Rafah, near the border with 
Egypt, Israeli tanks pushed deeper into sev-
eral districts in the east, west and center of 
the city, and medics said six people had been 
killed in an Israeli strike on a house in Sha-
boura, in the heart of the city. The six bodies 
from the Zurub family were transferred to 
Nasser Hospital in the nearby city of Khan 
Younis. On Sunday, dozens of relatives paid 
their respects before the bodies, which were 
wrapped in white shrouds, and then carried 
them in their arms to prepared graves.
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Gaza: Death toll 
surges to 37,877 

GAZA: The health ministry in Gaza said on Sunday that the Israeli occupation army 
committed three massacres in different areas of the Gaza Strip during the past 24 
hours, killing at least 43 civilians and injuring over 111 others, while a large num-
ber of victims are still under the rubble of bombed buildings or lying on roads. In a 
statement, the health ministry said that the Israeli army killed and injured a large 
number of civilians in different areas of Gaza during the past 24 hours, but at least 
154 of them, including 43 martyrs, were transported to hospitals. The health min-
istry added that the death toll from the ongoing Israeli bombardments and shooting 
attacks, which started on October 7, climbed to 37,877 martyrs and the number of 
the wounded surged to 86,969 people. The Gaza Strip has been under brutal bom-
bardment since a cross-border operation was launched by Hamas’s armed wing, 
al-Qassam Brigades, on October 7. Besides the large number of casualties and the 
huge displacement of people, basic food, fuel, water and medical supplies have run 
out for the 2.3 million residents in Gaza due to the tight Israeli blockade and the 
massive destruction of infrastructure and facilities. – Agencies

Joe Biden assures donors 
he can still win election

Washington: US President Joe Biden has assured Dem-
ocrat donors that he can still win November's presidential 
election against Donald Trump, after a poor debate perfor-
mance fuelled concern about his candidacy. The president, 
81, attended a series of fundraising events in New York and 
New Jersey on Saturday, and defended his performance in 
CNN's Presidential Debate. Speaking at one event, Mr Bid-
en admitted, "I didn’t have a great night, but neither did 
Trump” on Thursday. "I promise you we're going to win 
this election," he said. Mr Biden's debate performance was 
marked by hard-to-follow and shaky answers - raising fresh 
fears among some Democrats over whether he is the right 
candidate to contest this high-stakes election.
Former Democratic House speaker Nancy Pelosi said Mr 
Biden's debate performance “wasn’t great” - while his for-
mer communications director, Kate Bedingfield, called it 
“really disappointing”. The president said he understood 
the concern, but pledged to fight harder. New Jersey's 
Democratic governor Phil Murphy attended the fundraiser 
alongside Mr Biden and the First Lady - and told Mr Biden 
that "we are all with you 1,000%". The Biden campaign ac-
cepted that the debate had not gone as they had hoped, but 
said he would not step aside for another nominee.
Campaign chairwoman Jennifer O'Malley Dillon said on 
Saturday that internal post-debate polling showed "vot-
ers' opinions were not changed". "It will not be the first 
time that overblown media narratives have driven tempo-
rary dips in the polls," she said. Former President Barack 
Obama, a close friend of Mr Biden, said on social media 
that "bad debate nights happen". "This election is still a 
choice between someone who fought for ordinary folks his 

entire life and someone who only cares about himself," Mr 
Obama wrote. Hours after the debate, Mr Trump told his 
supporters that he considered the debate a "big victory" 
for his campaign. "Joe Biden's problem is not his age," the 
78-year-old Trump said. "It's his competence. He's grossly 
incompetent." Mr Biden's performance was not only criti-
cised by those in politics. A prominent editorial in the New 
York Times described his determination to run again as a 
"reckless gamble", and urged him to do some soul-search-
ing this weekend. It said Democrats should "acknowledge 
that Mr Biden can’t continue his race, and create a process 
to select someone more capable to stand in his place".
Voters across the United States have also expressed 
concerns over voting for either candidate following 
Thursday's debate. Long-time Democrat Lori Gregory 
told the BBC that she "could not handle" watching the 
debate, and asked, "is this the best our country can do?" 
Republican Crystal Myers-Barber said it was "painful to 
watch", but added that she thought "Trump came across 
very level-headed and presidential and Biden came across 
very weak." Democrat Shana Ziolko said she was "frus-
trated" watching the debate, and thought there was no 
clear winner. A post-debate poll by liberal pollster Data 
for Progress found that 62% of likely voters who watched 
or read about the debate found Trump won. Only 30% of 
those polled said Mr Biden won the debate. Until further 
polling is conducted,  fundraising could be another indi-
cation of continued enthusiasm for Mr Biden's candidacy. 
In a memo, chairwoman Jennifer O'Malley Dillon said the 
campaign had raised more than $27m (£21.3m) from the 
Thursday debate to Friday evening. – Agencies


