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Christian 
man attacked 
in Sargodha

DNA
SARGODHA: A Christian 
man who became a target 
of an angry mob in Punjab’s 
Sargodha district over al-
leged blasphemy succumbed 
to his injuries on Monday 
morning, police officials said.  
According to the Regional 
Police Officer (RPO) Sharik 
Kamal Siddiqui’s spokesper-
son, Nazir Masih, who was 
over 70 years old, was under 
treatment in CMH Hospital 
in Rawalpindi for nine days.  
Masih also had two surgeries 
but he couldn’t survive the 
injuries inflicted on his head, 
said the spokesperson. His 
postmortem has been con-
ducted and he will be buried 
later today.  According to the 
report, Masih died due to 
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Tarar reaffirms 
govt’s commitment 
to revive economy

Bureau Report

LAHORE: Federal 
Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcast-
ing Attaullah Tarar 
on Monday termed 
a historic and record 
decrease in inflation 
a positive indicator for the country and re-
affirmed the government’s commitment to 
work hard till the complete revival of the 
economy. Addressing a press conference 
here at the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
Secretariat at Model Town, the federal min-
ister said, “The inflation rate has dropped 
to 11 percent during this month beyond 
expectations, as reported by the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics while Bloomberg, 

Continued on Page 06

Gniezno: Pakistani player tackles Canadian player during the FIH Nations Cup. Pakistan defeated 
Canda by 8-1. Rana Waheed in picture scored a hat-trick for Pakistan. (News on Page-6). – DNA

The consumer price index (CPI) in May 
rose 11.8% from a year earlier, data from the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) showed 

on Monday, the lowest reading in 30 months 

Historic decrease in inflation

Briefs

Govt reacts to ruling
Courts should 
be ‘mindful’ of 

national security
Barrister Aqeel Malik says “courts 

should never ignore national 
security’s aspect” in any case

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: After the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan and Vice-Chairman 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi got relief from the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) in cipher case, a federal 
government’s spokesperson on legal affairs said 
on Monday that the courts should be “mindful” of 
national security while deciding on the sensitive 
matters. Barrister Aqeel Malik, the federal gov-
ernment’s spokesperson for legal affairs, stated 
this while addressing a press conference in Islam-
abad shortly after the IHC acquitted the top PTI 
leaders in the cipher case.  In a major relief to the 
embattled former ruling party, the IHC annulled 
Imran and Qureshi’s conviction in the infamous 

Continued on Page 06

IHC acquits 
Imran, Qureshi 
in cipher case

Ansar M Bhatti / DNA  
ISLAMABAD: In a major relief to the embattled Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), the Islamabad High Court (IHC) on 
Monday annulled jailed founder Imran Khan and party’s 
Vice-Chairman Shah Mahmood Qureshi’s conviction in the 
infamous cipher case containing charges of misusing and 
misplacing the classified diplomatic document. IHC Chief 
Justice Aamir Farooq and Justice Miangul Hassan Aurang-
zeb announced the short verdict on the pleas challenging the 
conviction in the cipher case after reserving it earlier today.  
The PTI founder and party’s vice-chairman were sentenced 
to 10 years each in prison in the cipher case in January this 
year. The case pertains to allegations that the former prime 
minister had made public contents of a secret cable sent by 
the country’s ambassador in Washington to the government 
in Islamabad. The latest relief for the PTI founder came 

Continued on Page 06

IHC Chief Justice Aamir Farooq and Justice 
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb announce the verdict

PM directs 
abolishment 
of Pak PWD
Years’ long poor 
performance and 
corruption behind 

the decision

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif on Monday directed 
for immediate dissolution 
of Pakistan Public Works 
Department (Pak PWD) 
due to years’ long poor 
performance and corrup-
tion.  The prime minister 
issued directive during a 
high level meeting held on 
reducing the government 
expenditures and the size 
of its infrastructure, PM 
Office Media Wing said 
in a press release. During 
the meeting, the prime 
minister observed that 

Continued on Page 06

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: An official from a foreign embassy allegedly 
ran over a police constable at Shahra-e-Dastoor, Islamabad. 
Sources claimed that a female official from a foreign em-
bassy allegedly broke a traffic signal and ran over a police 
constable, Amir Kakar, in Islamabad. The constable was 
critically injured and immediately rushed to the hospital 
for emergency treatment. Last month, a tragic collision 
between a truck and a passenger van was reported at Mul-
tan-Mianwali road, claiming the lives of 11 people while 15 
others sustained serious injuries. The rescue officials re-
ported that the 11 deceased included a total of five men, 
three women, two children, and one girl.More than 15 indi-
viduals sustained serious injuries in the collision between 
a truck and a passenger van traveling from the opposite 
direction. The injured and the bodies of the deceased were 
promptly shifted to Tehsil Headquarters Hospital for med-
ical attention. The passengers in the van, who belonged 
to Multan’s Laar area, were traveling to meet relatives 

Continued on Page 06

Suspect in Saudi 
diplomat robbery 

case arrested
Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi's Prompt  

Action yields immediate results

DNA
ISLAMABAD, June 3, 2024: On the directions of Fed-
eral Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi, Islamabad 
Police has arrested a suspect involved in snatching 
mobile phones from Saudi citizens in Sector F-8, 
within 12 hours. Islamabad Police has also recovered 

Continued on Page 06

Foreign embassy official 
runs over police constable 
The constable was critically injured and 

immediately rushed to the hospital

Big relief for PTI 

SC Judge observes 
public cast vote for 

party, not individuals
PML-N, PPP, JUI-F oppose  
SIC plea in Supreme Court

Reserved seats case

Special Correspondent 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) 
on Monday opposed Sunni Ittehad Council’s 
(SIC) petition against the Peshawar High 
Court’s (PHC) verdict that denied it reserved 
seats for women and minorities. The devel-
opment came as the 13-member full court 
bench of the Supreme Court took up the plea 
of SIC, a major ally of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), challenging the PHC’s judgment 
regarding the reserved seats. The bench, 
headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Qazi Faez Isa, comprised Justices Syed Man-
soor Ali Shah, Munib Akhtar, Yahya Afridi, 
Aminuddin Khan, Jamal Khan Mandokhail, 
Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Ayesha Malik, 
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Campaign against judges

IHC rejects defence 
ministry’s report

Court says the date for next hearing 
will be fixed in a written order

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court 
rejected the Defense Ministry’s report 
during the contempt proceedings over the 
social media campaign against Justice Ba-
bar and his family data leak. Seeking the 
report again, the court ordered an investi-
gation against the people who launched the 
campaign against Justice Babar – one of 

Continued on Page 06

Dark night of tyranny 
will end soon: Raoof

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) expressed gratitude to Allah for 
the acquittal of its Founding Chairman 
Imran Khan and Vice Chairman Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi in the fabricated 
cipher case, requesting the court to 
expedite the hearing of all their re-
maining concocted and fake cases so 
as to ensure the prompt release of 
all unjustly imprisoned PTI leaders 
and workers, including the Founding 
Chairman and Vice Chairman. PTI 
Spokesperson, in his reaction to the 

Continued on Page 06

PML-N wants 
to change 
election 
tribunal

Bias, undue haste shown 
by tribunal are said 

reasons to challenge 

Adil Shaheen

I S L A M A B A D : T h r e e 
PML-N MNAs from Islam-
abad on Monday submitted 
applications to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) to change the elec-
tion tribunal hearing the 
election petitions. They 
submitted that the atti-
tude of the tribunal judge 
seemed partial so the ECP 
should change him. Applica-
tions submitted to the ECP 
seeking a change of the Is-
lamabad Election Tribunal. 
Three PML-N MNAs from 
Islamabad Dr Tariq Fazal 
Chaudhry, Raja Khurram 
Nawaz, and Anjum Aqeel 
raised concerns about the 
impartiality of the incum-
bent election tribunal.

Alvi urges to 
learn lesson 
from 1971

There is a dire need to 
bring the country out 

of the prevailing crises, 
says former president

DNA
LAHORE: Former presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi said that 
fake and baseless cases 
were made against the PTI 
workers. He lauded the ju-
diciary for standing firmly 
with the rule of law and 
said that there should be 
equal justice for everyone. 
Talking to media in La-
hore, the former president 
said that military, civilians 
and politicians should 
learn a lesson from the 
Hamoodur Rehman Com-
mission report. “There is 
a dire need to bring the 
country out of the prevail-
ing crises,” Alvi said, add-
ing that the powerful quar-
ters should find a way out. 



National02
Tuesday, June 04 , 2024

IslamabadPOST

DNA
ISLAMABAD : The Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute (SDPI) 
launched Pakistan’s Industrial 
Decarbonization Program (PIDP) 
during the Policy Dialogue on Just 
Energy Transition in Pakistan that 
was conducted under the auspice 
of SDPI’s Network for Clean Ener-
gy Transition (NCET). This signifi-
cant dialogue brought together key 
stakeholders, including diplomatic 
missions, development partners, 
and public sector institutions, to 
discuss and collaborate on decar-
bonization drive in the industrial 
sector, a news release said. This in-
itiative aims to significantly reduce 
carbon emissions in Pakistan’s 
industrial sector by leveraging the 
expertise and resources of multiple 
partners. Key industries targeted 
for decarbonization in the initial 
phase include cement, steel, and 

textiles, with a focus on harness-
ing green financing opportunities, 
developing business case for the 
industries and implementing best 
practices from around the world, 
particularly to align it with the Eu-
ropean Union’s Cross Border Ad-
justment Mechanism (CBAM).
 Executive Director, SDPI, Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri emphasized the chal-
lenge of transitioning from fossil fu-
els to renewable energy, especially 
for developing countries like Paki-
stan. He highlighted the need for 
international support in technology 
and financing, given Pakistan’s min-
imal contribution to global warm-
ing. Dr. Suleri while pitching a case 
for Just Energy Transition Partner-
ships cited successful examples 
from South Africa and Indonesia, 
urging similar support for Pakistan 
to ensure a just energy transition. 
The dialogue aimed to gather rec-
ommendations for key develop-
ment partners and G7 diplomats, 

to be discussed at COP29 in Baku.
Managing Director, National En-
ergy Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (NEECA), Dr. Sardar 
Mohazzam stressed the impor-
tance of a diversified energy port-
folio for ensuring energy security 
and highlighted the shift towards 
renewables. He raised concerns 
about addressing the circular 
debt issue and emphasized the 
need for a just transition in the 
energy sector, particularly in 
terms of financing mechanisms. 
Research Associate and Lead of 
the Decarbonization Program at 
SDPI, Saleha Qureshi presented 
the decarbonization program to 
stakeholders. She mentioned that 
the Pakistan Industrial Decarbon-
ization program aims to achieve 
global goals through collabora-
tion, research, capacity building, 
and policy development, involving 
key stakeholders from the public 
and private sectors, CSOs, and 

international organizations. The 
key industries under this initia-
tive will cover cement, steel, and 
textiles in the first phase, with 
themes covering zero-energy pow-
er fuels, trade policies, and GHG 
accounting for the industry.
Sobiah Becker Advisor, (GIZ) the 
urgent need for a transition to re-
newables, stressing the economic 
case for increased investments 
in renewable energy sources like 
green hydrogen in the industrial 
sector. She highlighted the po-
tential for substantial savings in 
manufacturing green hydrogen 
in Baluchistan compared to Eu-
rope.
Deputy Executive Director 
(DED), SDPI, Shafqat Munir 
mentioned that under this initi-
ative SDPI will be engaging with 
all key stakeholders for provid-
ing the private sector with alter-
nate economic engines to make 
a business case. 

Decarbonization of industrial sector imperative to drive growth

Green Journalist 
awards honor 

climate action media

PESHAWAR: Lady Health Worker administering polio drops to a child during anti polio campaign 
in the Provincial Capital.—APP

Adil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD : Prime Minister’s Co-
ordinator on Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordination, Romina 
Khurshid Alam on Monday conferred 
Green Journalist Award upon envi-
ronmental journalists and termed it a 
recognition to the services of media 
for highlighting climate action. 
The Pakistan Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (Pak-EPA) while cele-
brating World Environment Day 2024 
in the series of different contents like 
awareness walk, debate competition 
etc, commenced the World Environ-
ment Day celebrations by organis-
ing Green Journalist Award here at 
National Press Club, whereas the 
awards were distributed by Romina 
Khurshid Alam.

 Speaking on the occasion, Romina 
Khurshid Alam thanked the Director 
General EPA to revive the awards for 
climate reporters. She announced 
that the next climate awards would 
be held in the name of late Senior 
Reporter Shabbir Hussain who ren-
dered his life in the line of duty. “We 
are going to nominate and dedicate 
climate journalist awards for male 
and female journalists in the name of 
Shabbir Hussain. 
All four provinces should be taken 
on board for a national level recog-
nition and under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif those 
awards would be conferred,” she add-
ed. Romina said climate change and 
global warming has no borders and 
it’s an integral part of our lives. She 
added that journalist were her eyes 
and ears who report hidden facts to 

her. The PM’s aide underscored that 
the press club was more than most 
welcome for collaborations to organ-
ise capacity building workshops and 
awards for supporting the journalist 
fraternity in improving its climate re-
porting skills. 
“We have launched our first activity 
from the Press Club. The capacity 
building of journalists, policy and 
decision makers is important to 
learn and grasp the fundamentals 
of climate reporting,” she added. 
She also paid tribute to the unsung 
heroes, the fire fighters, who put 
their lives at risk during forest fire 
operations. Romina also appreciat-
ed the civic agencies and the armed 
forces for a holistic and coordinated 
response to the forest fires recent-
ly erupted in the Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park.

7th Agriculture census to 
help boost national GDP

DC said that the Agriculture Census would 
boost the agriculture sector and enable accurate 

planning for food needs in the country
Bahawalpur : A meeting 
here on Monday was held 
under the chair of Depu-
ty Commissioner Zaheer 
Anwar Jappa to review 
the steps taken regarding 
the Seventh Agriculture 
Census.  The meeting was 
informed that the Agricul-
ture Census would help 
accurately estimate the ag-
ricultural sector’s contribu-
tion to the country’s GDP.  
The deputy commissioner 
said that the Agriculture 
Census would boost the 
agriculture sector and en-
able accurate planning for 
food needs in the country.  
He emphasized that all 
matters related to the Sev-

enth Agriculture Census 
should be conducted in a 
better way.  He urged the 
relevant officers to work 
actively in the field. The 
meeting was attended by 
Assistant Commission-
er Bahawalpur City Dr. 
Sana Ramchand, Assis-
tant Commissioner Baha-
walpur Sadar Ahmed Sher 
Gondal, Statistics Officer 
Shafqat Abbas, Director 
Crop Reporting Dr. Islam 
Shah, officers from Agri-
culture, Livestock, Educa-
tion, Population Welfare, 
CDA and other relevant 
departments while Assis-
tant Commissioners from 
other tehsils participated 

through video link. In a 
briefing, Statistics Officer 
Shafqat Abbas informed 
that data for the Agri-
culture census would be 
collected from August  to 
October 2024. He stated 
that the Seventh Agricul-
ture Census in 2024 would 
adopt a comprehensive 
digital counting approach 
for the first time in the 
country.  He further in-
formed that the Agricul-
ture census would begin in 
August 2024 by counting 
large agricultural house-
holds, followed by coverage 
of all areas in subsequent 
stages during September 
and October.—APP

Rain to subside 
heatwave conditions 

during this week
All concerned authorities are advised to remain 
alert and take necessary measures to avoid any 

untoward situation
DNA

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast 
dust-thunderstorm rain in 
upper parts of the country 
from June 04-07 that will 
reduce the intensity of hot 
weather conditions.
Heatwave conditions will 
subside following the rain 
this week and citizens will 
get relief from the swelter-
ing hot weather conditions. 
A shallow westerly wave 
was likely to enter upper 
and central parts of the 
country on Tuesday evening 
or night and may persist 
during next 03 days.
Under the influence of this 
weather system, rain-wind/
thunderstorm is expected 
in Gilgit-Baltistan includ-
ing Diamir, Astore, Ghiz-
er, Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit, 
Ghanche, Shigar), Kashmir 
(Neelum valley, Muzaffara-
bad, Rawalakot, Poonch, 
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli, 
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber 

and Mirpur from June 03 
(evening/night) to June 08 
with occasional gaps.
In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
duststorm/thunderstorm 
with rain is expected in 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Abbot-
tabad, Mansehra, Haripur, 
Kohistan, Shangla, Buner, 
Malakand, Kohat, Bajaur, 
Mohmand, Khyber, Pesha-
war, Mardan and Kurram 
from June 04 (evening/
night) to June 08 with occa-
sional gaps.
In Punjab/Islamabad, dust-
storm/thunderstorm with 
rain is expected in Islam-
abad/Rawalpindi, Murree, 
Galliyat, Attock, Chakwal, 
Jhelum, Mandi Bahaud-
din, Gujrat, Gujranwala, 
Hafizabad, Sialkot, Narow-
al, Lahore, Kasur, Okara, 
Sheikhupura, Faisalabad, 
Toba Tek Singh, Jhang, 
Khushab, Sargodha and Mi-
anwali from June 04-06 with 
occasional gaps.
 Duststorm/thunderstorm 
w th isolated rain is also 
expected in Bahawalpur, 
Bahawalnagar, Dera Ghazi 

Khan, Sahiwal, Multan 
and Layyah from June 05 
(evening/night) to June 07.
In Balochistan, duststorm/
thunderstorm with isolated 
rain is expected in Quet-
ta, Zhob, Ziarat, Sherani, 
Kohlu, Musakhel, Dera 
Bugti and Barkhan from 
June 05 (Evening/night) 
to June 07 with occasional 
gaps. In Sindh, duststorm/
gusty winds with isolated 
rain-thunderstorm is ex-
pected in Sukkur, Jacoba-
bad, Kashmore and Larka-
na on June 06 and June 07.
About the possible im-
pacts, the PMD said that 
duststorm/windstorm and 
lightning may affect daily 
routines, standing crops, 
loose structures like elec-
tric poles, vehicles and so-
lar panels etc during the pe-
riod. Heatwave conditions 
are likely to subside in the 
country during the forecast 
period. All concerned au-
thorities are advised to re-
main alert and take neces-
sary measures to avoid any 
untoward situation.

LESCO deploys additional
 staff during heat wave

LAHORE:  Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO) has arranged additional staff in view of the heat wave, 
pulling out the staffers from construction, GSE and streetlight sections, and deploying them to circle  op-
erations to minimize response time and maintain customer convenience. According to LESCO spokesman 
here Monday, the company is ensuring enough stock of transformers  and related equipments on priority 
basis to restore power supply in the shortest possible time in case = of any emergency. He mentioned that 
special instructions have been passed on to the Complaint  Centers and Complaint Phone Numbers that no 
customer should be left unattended. The Chief Engineer (Operations) is also maintaining constant liaison 
with all the field staff, officers = and officials for maintenance of supply at all times, while emergency vehi-
cles have been specially  arranged and necessary instructions have been issued to the respective sections. 
During the last 12 hours, he said, out of 2169 feeders of LESCO, only 44 feeders have been affected  due to 
technical failure, adding that two percent feeders were affected at different times due to technical  reasons, 
which were rectified in time. The spokesman said that for the convenience of its customers, LESCO is also 
releasing the data related  to feeders every hour on electronic and print media, besides updating its official 
social media accounts.  The damaged feeders were restored within 20 minutes to four and half hours and 
during last 12 hours,  power supply was restored on time on 41 feeders, he said, asserting that currently 
power supply  is suspended on only three feeders of LESCO. At present, load-shedding is not being done 
anywhere except on high-loss making feeders, and load-shedding  of three hours is being done on 131 
feeders of Category-3; four-hour on 57 feeders of Category-4; and five  hours on 37 feeders of Category-5. 
The spokesman mentioned that LESCO is responsible for power distribution in five districts-: Lahore, 
Sheikhupura, Nankana, Qasor and Okara. The company serves a total of 6.5 million customers with 86 
percent domestic, 1.4 percent industrial, 1.1 commercial and 1..1 percent of agricultural category. He 
added that LESCO with its total of 18,000 employees maintains 202 Sub-Divisional offices, 42 X-En (Ex-
ecutive Engineer) offices and eight offices of SE (Superintending Engineer). —APP

7-day anti-
polio 

campaign 
starts  in KP

PESHAWAR :The district 
administration of Khyber  
launched a seven-day an-
ti-polio campaign on Mon-
day.  Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Khyber, 
Muhammad Hamid, inaugu-
rated the campaign by ad-
ministering polio drops to 
children. The polio teams 
will visit door-to-door to 
administer polio drops to 
children.  In this regard, 
a meeting of the District 
Polio Eradication Com-
mittee was held under the 
chairmanship of Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Mu-
hammad Hamid at the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s Office. 
During the meeting, polio of-
ficials gave a detailed briefing 
on the campaign, security of 
polio teams, awareness, ar-
rangements, and other mat-
ters. The seven-day anti-polio 
campaign in Khyber district 
will start from June 3 and will 
continue until June 9, during 
which 945 polio teams will 
administer polio drops to 
more than 210,000 children.  
The district administration  
has appealed to the public 
to cooperate with the Health 
Department’s teams during 
the anti-polio campaign and 
ensure that their children 
receive polio drops to protect 
them from lifelong disability 
and to completely eradicate 
the crippling disease from 
the district. During the 
polio campaign, a total of 
3.5 million children will be 
administered polio drops 
across the province. A total 
of 1830 teams have been 
formed for the polio cam-
paign, and 26,000 personnel 
will be deployed to provide 
security to the polio team in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.—APP

Anti-Corruption awareness 
seminar held at AIOU
DNA

ISLAMABAD : Allama 
Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) is ready to collabo-
rate with NAB to raise its 
voice against corruption at 
national level and to cre-
ate awareness among the 
youth against this scourge, 
said Dean, Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, 
AIOU, Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Sahir in his address at the 
anti-corruption awareness 
seminar held in the univer-
sity.
Dr. Sahir said that we have 
campuses in 54 cities of the 
country, we can introduce 
short courses, organize 
seminars, workshops and 
walks with the cooperation 

of National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB) to raise 
awareness against corrup-
tion.
Dr. Abdul Aziz Sahir said 
that corruption is the root 
of all evil, so it is considered 
as a pest for socio-economic 
development. He added that 
by following the path of the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH), cor-
ruption and other crimes 
can be completely eradicat-
ed from the society.  This 
seminar was organized by 
the Directorate of Student 
Affairs, AIOU, in collabora-
tion with NAB Rawalpindi. 
Other speakers included 
Director, NAB, Abdul Khal-
iq, Dean, Faculty of Arabic 
and Islamic Studies, Prof. 
Dr. Mohyuddin Hashmi and 
Dr. Syed Imran Haider. Dr. 

Sadia Anwar Pasha hosted 
the seminar. The speakers 
said that corruption is as 
dangerous as a termite for 
any society. Dr. Mohyuddin 
Hashmi said that corrup-
tion is our internal enemy, 
which is causing us more 
damage than the external 
enemy.
He highlighted the moral 
and religious aspects of 
corruption in detail. Direc-
tor NAB, Abdul Khaliq said 
that the only solution to 
eradicate corruption lies in 
raising awareness among 
the youth and raising their 
voices against corruption.
Two female students and 
two male students gave 
speeches in Urdu and Eng-
lish languages on the topic 
of corruption.

Court Notice 

Zero load-
shedding 

being 
observed 
 in IESCO

ISLAMABAD : Zero 
load-shedding is being ob-
served in all circles of Islama-
bad Electric Supply Company 
owing to the availability of 
provision of sufficient elec-
tricity from the national grid 
system. The power demand 
on Monday stood at 2,237 
megawatts (MW) against the 
allocation of 2,300 MW at 
12:00 pm, told IESCO Chief 
Engineer Operation Director, 
Muhammad Aslam Khan. 
He said approved routine de-
velopment and maintenance 
shutdown programmes had 
also been canceled due to se-
vere heatwave. Despite severe, 
heatwave smooth and uninter-
rupted power supply was being 
ensured to all feeders, he add-
ed. However, he said schedule 
for the temporary shutdown 
programme had been issued 
feeder wises for various areas 
of Rawalpindi Circle for install-
ing Advanced Metering Infra-
structure (AMI) meters.—APP

Islamabad to 
receive 30 EV 
buses today
ISLAMABAD: EV buses 
will reach in Islamabad from 
Tuesday. This was informed 
in a meeting held at the CDA 
headquarters. The meeting 
was chaired by Chairman 
CDA Muhammad Ali Rand-
hawa. Chairman CDA was 
aprised that initially 30 buses will 
start reach Islamabad from Tues-
day. He was further told that 
these buses will be operated on 
two routes initially. —APP

PM’s aide underscored that the press club was more than  
most welcome for collaborations to organise capacity building  

workshops and awards for supporting the journalist fraternity in  
improving its climate reporting skills

 This initiative aims to significantly reduce carbon emissions in Pakistan’s industrial 
sector by leveraging the expertise and resources of multiple partners
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Anti-polio 
drive 

postponed in 
six districts 

ISLAMABAD: The sched-
uled anti-polio drive in six 
districts of Balochistan has 
been postponed due to the 
prevailing heatwave in the 
province. The drive, set to 
commence today, has been 
rescheduled for June 8th in 
the districts of Nasirabad, 
Sibi, Jaffar Abad, Ustha Mu-
hammad, Dera Bugti, and 
Sohbatpur, private news 
channels reported. Accord-
ing to health officials, the 
decision to postpone the 
drive was made following a 
weather forecast by the Met 
Office predicting a severe 
heatwave in the region.  
The health department has 
decided to postpone the 
drive to ensure the safety of 
the vaccination teams and 
the public. The anti-polio 
campaign aims to vaccinate 
thousands of children in the 
province, and the new dates 
have been set to ensure its 
successful implementation.  
Parents and caregivers have 
been advised to cooperate 
with the health teams to en-
sure the vaccination of their 
children.—APP

63 gas meters 
removed over 

gas theft
ISLAMABAD: The Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited (SNGPL) has 
disconnected 63 connec-
tions during its ongoing 
crackdown on gas pilferers 
in Punjab, Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa, and Islamabad, 
imposing fines totaling Rs 
1.6 million. According to 
an SNGPL spokesman, in 
Lahore and Sheikhupura, 
regional teams disconnect-
ed 17 connections due to 
the illegal use of gas and 
imposed fines exceeding Rs 
1 million against the offend-
ers.—APP
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Envoy pledges to give new
 impetus to Pak-Italy relations

The Ambassador reflected on the depth and diversity of their bilateral relations, a revelation that 
has unfolded since his appointment. Representing Italy in Pakistan was not just an honor but also a 
privilege, as she navigated the complexities of this strategic partnership in a region pivotal to global 

political, economic, and demographic dynamics, Italian Ambassador remarked

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  The Italian Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Marilina Armel-
lin in a heartfelt address on Italy’s 
78th National Day acknowledging 
Pakistan’s strategic importance, 
pledged to enhance bilateral co-
operation across various sectors 
during his tenure. In an event 
late at night on Sunday held in 
connection with the celebrations 
of Italian Republic Day, the envoy 
extended her gratitude to the Pa-
kistani people for their warm wel-
come, viewing it as a testament to 
the enduring friendship between 
the two nations. Federal Minister 
for Housing Riaz Hussain Pirzada 
was the chief guest while Senator 
Sherry Rehman was invited as a 
special guest. Italy and Pakistan 
share a longstanding bond that 
transcends geographical bound-
aries. The Ambassador reflected 
on the depth and diversity of their 
bilateral relations, a revelation 
that has unfolded since his ap-
pointment. Representing Italy in 
Pakistan was not just an honor but 
also a privilege, as she navigated 
the complexities of this strategic 
partnership in a region pivotal 
to global political, economic, and 
demographic dynamics, Italian 
Ambassador remarked. The Pa-
kistani diaspora in Italy served 
as a testament to the strong ties 
between the two nations. Their 
presence, marked by entrepre-
neurs, researchers, students, and 
workers, enriches both societies 
and fosters a sense of mutual un-
derstanding and appreciation’ she 
acknowledged.  The significant re-
mittances they send back home, 

Marilina said, underscored the 
strength of the bond between Italy 
and Pakistan. Trade emerges as a 
cornerstone of bilateral coopera-
tion, with Italy’s recent establish-
ment of the Italian Trade Agency 
Office in Islamabad signaling a 
renewed commitment to strength-
ening commercial ties.  The Am-
bassador recognized Pakistan’s 
immense potential, particularly 
in sectors like agriculture and en-
ergy generation, where Italian ex-
pertise can play a transformative 

role. In the realm of agriculture, 
Italy’s innovative technologies of-
fer solutions to Pakistan’s climate 
resilience and modernization 
challenges. Initiatives like the 
Programme for Poverty Reduc-
tion through Rural Development 
demonstrate Italy’s commitment 
to supporting Pakistan’s socio-
economic progress and fostering 
an emerging agribusiness sector. 
Beyond economic cooperation, 
cultural exchange forms the bed-
rock of Italy-Pakistan relations, 

dating back to the 19th century’ 
she remarked. Renowned schol-
ars like Professor Giuseppe Tuc-
ci have unearthed the shared 
heritage of the Gandhara region, 
laying the foundation for ongoing 
archaeological missions support-
ed by the Italian government. As 
the Italian Ambassador concluded 
her address, she reaffirmed Ita-
ly’s commitment to strengthening 
the bonds between Italy and Pa-
kistan. With a shared vision for a 
brighter future, both nations em-

bark on a journey of collaboration 
and friendship, guided by mutual 
respect and a desire for prosperi-
ty. The Embassy of Italy in Islam-
abad and the Consulate in Karachi 
stand as beacons of this commit-
ment, renewing their dedication 
to fostering closer ties between 
the two countries and peoples. As 
the world continues to evolve, the 
enduring partnership between It-
aly and Pakistan serves as a testa-
ment to the transformative power 
of cooperation and friendship. 

Tanveer Hussain
 

E thics is a name for polite-
ness and good manners.  It 
is an excellent habit to listen 

patiently and attentively to others 
and to respond with good manners. 
In case of disagreement, instead of 
expressing anger, one should present 
his opinion in good words. With this 
attitude, a healthy society is built.
Ethic is a habit that has the ability 
to turn an enemy into a friend. Holy 
Quran says: “And speak nicely to peo-
ple” (Al-Baqaraayat 83). 
But unfortunately this attitude is lack-
ing in our society. Economic and so-
cial problems have also changed the 
attitudes of people.Today’s intoler-
ance has grown to such an extent that 
people interpret differences of opin-

ion as enmity. A deep chasm of disuni-
ty has developed between the various 
political and religious groups, which 
is becoming increasingly difficult to 
bridge. Precious lives are also being 
lost due to these differences.
The sad thing is that the people whose 
job it is to reform are themselves en-
gaged in making the situation worse.
Generally, people follow their leaders 
but unfortunately our leaders are also 
in poor condition. The religious leaders 
have made the mosques an arena and 
the politicians have made the streets 
a battlefield.Theparliamentarians are 
setting a bad example for their work-
ers by clashing with each other on the 
TV channel. A strange race is going on 
in the society. Everyone wants to get 
more than what they are capable of and 
deserve. Violating the rights of others 
is not considered bad. The main reason 
for traffic jams on intersections is the 
thought that everyone is in a hurry. 
No one cares about the line or the lane. 
Motorcyclists and rickshaw drivers are 
beyond the law. Every person is saying 
bad things to others. No one tries to 
fix themselves. The worst examples of 
this disorder can be seen at the time 
of “iftar”. People forget that “fasting” 
is another name for patience.  Similar 
examples can be seen in public trans-
port and government institutions. If 

a person wants to install electricity, 
gas or water connection, buy or sell a 
property or get any kind of certificate 
from a government department, then 
this work is equivalent to k2 head.
People feel fear in the name of police 
and courts. Citizens spend half of their 
lives pursuing their cases to get justice. 
A common citizen is deprived of justice 
even after losing all his savings.Elders 
say that Allah protect us from police 
stations and courthouses. The routes 
used for the VIPs have ruined people’s 
lives. Citizens standing in the sun and 
rain for hours in the name of elite class 
protocol has become the norm.  This 
attitude creates anger, frustration and 
violence in people.If we want to build 
society on healthy lines, we have to 
teach people good morals. It will start 
with reforming the education system. 
In Japan, for the first five years, chil-
dren are taught only morals such as 
truthfulness, honesty, cleanliness, 
helping others, gratitude, etc. 
We should bring this culture in our 
country as well.  Apart from this, it 
is very important to teach good eth-
ics to the members of assembly and 
the staff of government offices. Ethics 
subject is very important in competi-
tive exam and services academy. TV 
channels should also be forced not to 
neglect ethics in the rating cycle.
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Railways earn over  
Rs 70 bln till May

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has achieved an unprecedented earning of over Rs. 70 bil-
lion till the month of May (FY 2023-24) despite facing a financial crisis due to floods in the 
monsoon season. “The department is expecting to generate revenues up to Rs. 80 billion 
by the end of this financial year through the consistent efforts and hard work of the Rail-
way workers,” sources in the Ministry told APP. The department has witnessed a historic 
increase in revenue in the current financial year as during the last financial year (2022-23), 
it earned around Rs. 40 billion.  The sources said that out of Rs 70 billion, the revenue was 
derived from passenger and freight trains while other sectors of the department also contrib-
uted to the total revenue. At present, they said that Pakistan Railways is operating around 96 
passenger trains, more than the previous year when 86 trains were running. Similarly, during 
the previous year, on average it operated 3.75 freight trains while the number reached seven 
freight trains this year. The sources said the department emphasized that the issue of delay in 
payment of salaries to employees has now been resolved and things will be more streamlined, 
once work on the Mainline-I (ML-I) project kicks off. To a question, they said that Pakistan 
Railways has beefed up precautionary measures to reduce passenger train accidents and only 
six minor accidents with no causality took place on the entire railway network .—APP

PM Shehbaz’s China visit to become 
a milestone in bilateral relations

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chinese 
Ambassador in Pakistan 
Jiang Zaidong said on 
Monday that under the 
guidance of two leader-
ship and strong support 
from the people of both 
countries, the upcoming 
visit of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif to China 
would achieve complete 
success and become a 
milestone in the develop-
ment of China-Pakistan 
relations. The ambassa-
dor in an interview with 
APP, a day before the 
prime minister’s five-day 
visit from June 4-8, 2024 
to China, said that all 
preparatory works had 
entered the final stage, 
and discussions on Mem-
orandums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) were in full 
progress.  At the invita-
tion of Premier Li Qiang, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
will pay an official visit 
to China. This is his first 
visit to China after assum-
ing the office this year.  
Highlighting the compo-
nents of the visit, he said 
the prime minister would 
meet and have talks with 
Chinese President Xi Jin-

ping, Premier Li Qiang 
and the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of 
the National People’s 
Congress Zhao Leji. The 
leaders will have an in-
depth exchange of views 
on China-Pakistan rela-
tions and issues of mu-
tual interest, and jointly 
draw up a blueprint for 
the growth of bilateral 
relations. In addition to 
Beijing, the prime min-
ister will visit Guang-
dong and Shaanxi. “Chi-
na stands ready to work 
with Pakistan through 
this visit to make greater 
progress in our all-weath-
er strategic cooperative 
partnership and take new 
steps in building of an even 
closer China-Pakistan com-
munity with a shared future 
in the new era,” the envoy 
remarked.  Calling China 
and Pakistan all-weather 
strategic cooperative part-
ners and ironclad friends, 
he said “Our friendship has 
stood the test of time and 
remained rock-solid and—
to use a Chinese expres-
sion—“steady as Mount 
Tai.”  He said in recent 
years, both countries had 
close high-level exchang-
es, conducted fruitful 
and high-quality cooper-

ation on the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), and maintained 
sound communication 
and coordination in in-
ternational and regional 
affairs.  Regarding CPEC, 
he said the landmark BRI 
project brought a total of 
US $25.4 billion in direct 
investment, 236000 jobs, 
510km of highways, more 
than 8000 megawatts of 
electricity and 886km of 
core transmission network, 
generating a strong impetus 
to Pakistan’s economic and 
social development. Under 
the second phase of CPEC, 
he said both countries 
would implement the impor-
tant consensus reached by 
their leaders including the 
strengthening synergy of 
development strategies and 
policy coordination and ac-
celerate progress on mega 
projects including upgrada-
tion of ML-1, the Gwadar 
Port and realignment of 
Karakoram Highway Phase 
II. Moreover, the two coun-
tries will strengthen cooper-
ation in industry, agriculture, 
mining, new energy, infor-
mation technology and 
other fields based on local 
conditions and further 
negotiate and promote 
trade liberalization. 

Govt. to 
establish 

10,000 
e-Rozgar 
centers

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment, in collaboration with 
the Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board (PSEB), plans 
to establish around 10,000 
e-Rozgar centers across the 
country to facilitate freelanc-
ers under one roof. “E-Rozgar 
centers, already established 
by the government, are pro-
viding top-notch facilities 
to freelancers, including 
high-speed internet, UPS, 
training centers, individual 
cabins, meeting rooms, and 
separate office rooms for 
startups,” said an official of 
the Ministry of Information 
Technology. He said that 
the government has fulfilled 
its promise to the people by 
enabling a significant num-
ber of the existing 1.5 mil-
lion freelancers, along with 
new freelancers, to work 
independently at very low 
rates. He expressed hope 
that with the completion of 
this major project, IT exports 
would soon increase by $10 
billion annually. Through pub-
lic-private partnerships, these 
centers will also significantly 
enhance the capacity and in-
come of freelancers.—APP

Ethics & manners



Retailers generate 
about 25% of their 
turnover in taxes

ISLAMABAD: The business community has stressed the 
need for a wide range of reforms in the taxation of the 
retailer to foster the growth in economy, besides ensur-
ing sustainable tax compliance. In a statement, Chairman 
Tariq Mehboob Rana and Senior Vice-Chairman Asfand 
Yar Faruukh highlighted that CAP represented over 200 
tax-compliant Tier-1 Retailers integrated with the FBR-
POS system. These retailers significantly contribute to 
Pakistan’s formal economy and provide direct employ-
ment to over 2,000,000 people, with many more jobs cre-
ated indirectly. Despite efforts to rationalize retail sector 
taxation, an increasingly imbalanced environment has led 
to the closure of several integrated Tier-1 retailers and 
a reduction in physical retail networks over the past two 
years, Rana said. This has resulted in decreased employ-
ment and stagnation of domestic investment in branded 
retail. The CAP office bearers suggested restoring the 
12% GST rate for Integrated Tier-1 Retailers and reviving 
the POS Prize Scheme for consumers. They explained 
that a rationalized GST rate would incentivize faster inte-
gration of Tier-1 Retailers. Currently, integrated retailers 
generate 20-25% of their turnover in taxes, while undocu-
mented retailers contribute almost nothing. Reintroduc-
ing the POS Prize Scheme will motivate consumers to 
purchase from Integrated Tier-1 Retailers and verify sales 
invoices digitally, promoting compliance.—DNA
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Zahra Ali

P sychology, often misunder-
stood as solely focusing 
on mental health and the 

mind, is in fact a rich and dynam-
ic social science that offers val-
uable insights and contributions 
to international development and 
humanitarian assistance. Beyond 
its obvious applications in men-
tal health and wellbeing, psychol-
ogy plays a critical role in under-
standing human behavior, social 
dynamics, and cultural contexts, 

making it an essential tool in 
addressing global challenges. 
Here are some ways psychology 
contributes to international devel-
opment and humanitarian assis-
tance: - Human-centered design: 
Psychology informs the design of 
interventions, programs, and poli-
cies that are tailored to the needs 
and behaviors of diverse popula-
tions. - Community engagement: 
Psychological principles facilitate 
effective community engagement, 
participation, and empowerment, 
fostering sustainable develop-
ment and social change. - Cultural 
competence: Psychology helps 
practitioners understand and 
respect cultural differences, pro-
moting sensitive and appropriate 
responses to global issues.
- Social influence and behavior 
change: Psychological theories 
explain how people adopt new 
behaviors, making it possible to 
develop effective strategies for 
promoting healthy habits, edu-
cation, and environmental con-
servation. - Conflict resolution 
and Peacebuilding: Psychology 
informs approaches to conflict 

resolution, reconciliation, and 
peacebuilding, addressing the 
root causes of violence and pro-
moting social cohesion. - Human 
rights and dignity: Psychology 
emphasizes the importance of 
human rights, dignity, and social 
justice, guiding efforts to pro-
tect vulnerable populations and 
promote inclusive development. 
- Capacity building and training: 
Psychological expertise enhances 
the skills and abilities of develop-
ment professionals, humanitarian 
workers, and community leaders, 
ensuring effective and sustainable 
interventions. - Research and evalu-
ation: Psychological research meth-
ods and statistical analysis inform 
evidence-based decision-making, 
program evaluation, and policy de-
velopment in international develop-
ment and humanitarian contexts. 
- Health and wellbeing: Psychology 
addresses not only mental health 
but also physical health, nutrition, 
and overall wellbeing, recognizing 
the interconnectedness of human 
experience.
- Education and learning: Psy-
chological theories and research 

inform educational programs, cur-
ricula, and pedagogies, improving 
learning outcomes and educational 
attainment globally. - Economic de-
velopment and poverty reduction: 
Psychology sheds light on the psy-
chological factors influencing eco-
nomic decision-making, savings, 
and entrepreneurship, informing 
initiatives that promote financial 
inclusion and economic empower-
ment. - Environmental sustaina-
bility: Psychological insights into 
human behavior and decision-mak-
ing support the design of effective 
environmental conservation strat-
egies and sustainable development 
initiatives. Psychology is a vital 
social science that extends far be-
yond the realm of mental health, of-
fering a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to address the complex 
challenges faced in international 
development and humanitarian 
assistance. By recognizing and 
leveraging the breadth of psychol-
ogy’s contributions, we can foster 
more effective, sustainable, and 
equitable solutions that benefit 
individuals, communities, and so-
cieties worldwide.

Insights into global well-being

Briefs
Over 906,011 

children 
to be 

immunized 
RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division 
Aamir Khatak Monday inau-
gurated the Second Sub Na-
tional Immunization Drive 
(SNID-II) by administering 
polio drops to children 
under five years of age. 
The coordinator of the 
World Health Organiza-
tion, Health Authority and 
officers of other relevant 
departments were also 
present on the occasion.  
Speaking on the occasion, 
Khatak said the campaign 
was launched against the 
presence of positive polio 
environmental samples in 
the province which could 
be avoided by administer-
ing the anti-polio vaccine. 
He informed that around 
906,011 children would be 
immunized during the drive 
while 2,834 mobile teams, 
677 area incharges,269 
fixed points and 192 Union 
Council medical officers 
were participating in the 
campaign.  The commis-
sioner pointed out that chil-
dren were also immunized 
at 125 transit points in the 
district.  He directed the 
officials to give special at-
tention to the high-risk Un-
ion Councils of the district 
and no child should be left 
without immunization.  He 
further directed to cover 
the refusal and non-at-
tended cases on the same 
day, adding no negligence 
would be tolerated in that 
regard.—APP

CPI inflation 
decelerates 
further to 

11.8 percent 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Consum-
er Price Index (CPI)-based 
inflation came down to 11.8 
percent during the month 
of May 2024 as compared 
to 17.3 percent recorded 
during April 2024, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported Monday. Accord-
ing to PBS data, the CPI 
based inflation during the 
same month of last year 
was recorded at 38.0% (May 
2023). On month-on-month 
(MoM) basis, it decreased 
to 3.2% in May 2024 as com-
pared to a decrease of 0.4 
in the previous month and 
an increase of 1.6% in May 
2023. According to data, CPI 
inflation Urban, increased to 
14.3% on year-on-year (YoY) 
basis in May 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 19.4% 
in the previous month and 
35.1% in May 2023. On month-
on-month basis, it decreased 
to 2.8% in May 2024 as com-
pared to a decrease of 0.1% 
in the previous month and an 
increase of 1.5% in May 2023. 
CPI inflation Rural, increased 
to 8.2% on year-on-year basis 
in May 2024 as compared to 
an increase of 14.5% in the pre-
vious month and 4.2% in May 
2023.On month-on-month 
basis, it decreased to 3.9% in 
May 2024 as compared to a 
decrease of 0.9% in the previ-
ous month and an increase of 
1.7% in May 2023. The Sen-
sitive Price Indicator (SPI) 
inflation on YoY increased 
to 15.3% in May 2024 as 
compared to an increase of 
21.6% a month earlier and 
43.0% in May 2023. On MoM 
basis, it decreased by 4.0% in 
May 2024 as compared to a 
decrease of 0.7% a month 
earlier and an increase of 
1.3% in May 2023.

Pak cyclists 
to feature 
in Almaty 

Competition
ISLAMABAD: Eight talent-
ed Pakistani cyclists would 
be representing the nation 
at the upcoming competi-
tion in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 
from June 6 to 12.  Accord-
ing to Syed Azhar Ali Shah 
President Pakistan Cycling 
Federation (PCF), after a 
rigorous selection process, 
which included trials in Ka-
rachi and Islamabad, the 
Federation was confident in 
the capabilities of the cho-
sen athletes.  The selection 
process was designed with 
the convenience of players 
from all provinces in mind, 
ensuring equal opportu-
nities for participation, 
he said. He said the team 
comprises athletes from 
various categories, includ-
ing U-23 junior and Master 
divisions. The team roster 
boasts a lineup of skilled 
cyclists, including Ali Ilyas, 
Amjad Khalil, Abdul Wahab, 
Mohammad Ismail Anwar, 
Nisar Ali,  Shayan Rizwan, 
Danesh Nasim, and Atif 
Husain Qazi Providing cru-
cial support to the team 
are assistants Sajid and 
Rizwan, he said. It may be 
noted that Ali Ilyas, secured 
a silver medal in the mas-
ter category at last year’s 
event, setting the stage for 
high expectations as the 
team aims for gold this year. 
Meanwhile, Syed Azhar Ali 
would also be attending the 
Asian Cycling Federation 
Congress meeting, where 
discussions and participa-
tion in the UCI sharing plat-
form.—APP

Dengue 
larvae found 
in 600 spots 
across ICT  

in week
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad, Irfan 
Nawaz Memon Monday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
regarding dengue measures 
in the federal capital, dur-
ing which officials report-
ed finding dengue larvae 
at 600 locations across the 
city in just one week.
The DC emphasized that 
controlling the spread of 
dengue required active 
participation from resi-
dents, said the ICT Ad-
ministration’s Spokesman. 
The meeting focused on 
reviewing ongoing initia-
tives and campaigns aimed 
at eradicating the larvae.  
Despite these efforts, one 
case of dengue was report-
ed in the city last week. 
The deputy commissioner 
stressed the importance 
of community involvement 
in keeping homes and sur-
roundings clean to prevent 
the breeding of dengue-carry-
ing mosquitoes. 

Women should get equal 
chances of business: FPCCI

 Faisal Sheikh
 
Islamabad: Chairman Central 
of Employers Federation of Paki-
stan (EFP) and Chairman FPCCI 
TVET and Skill Development Com-
mittee Mian Akbar Farid has called 
on Federation of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry, In-
ternational Labor Organization and 
Employers’ Federation. A seminar 
was held on the issue of Pakistan’s 
gender equality and elimination of 
workplace discrimination. While 
addressing, Atif Ikram Sheikh Pres-
ident FPCCI said that gender equal-
ity is a fundamental human right 
which is essential for the promotion 
of sustainable economic develop-
ment. He pointed out that compared 
to other regional countries, women’s 
participation and contribution to eco-
nomic development in Pakistan is 
very low and its basic The reason is 
women’s lack of access to education, 
training and economic opportunities. 
FPCCI President Atif Ikram Sheikh 
said that business organizations 
have the responsibility to provide 
a favorable environment and work. 
Provide equal opportunities to wom-
en to promote gender equality in the 
workplace, M. Akram Farid said that 
business organizations have the re-
sponsibility to provide a favorable 
environment. He added that gender 
equality in the workplace is impor-
tant not only because it is a basic 
fundamental right and the right 
thing to do, but also because it 
is linked to overall economic per-
formance. Gender equality helps 
build inclusive societies and en-

sure inclusive, equitable, and sus-
tainable development. Therefore, 
it is in the national interest for all 
of us to make a collective effort to 
eliminate discrimination and pro-
mote an enabling environment in 
the workplace to support gender 
equality. EFP Secretary General 
Syed Nazar Ali said that EFP is at 
the forefront of promoting and ad-
vancing decent work for the sus-
tainable development agenda. We 
are committed to promoting and 
ensuring gender equality, good 
working conditions, and empower-

ing women by eliminating all forms 
of discrimination and harassment in 
the workplace. 
Vice President Roy FP Feroze Alam 
said recognizing the importance of 
women’s participation in economic 
activities and promoting gender 
equality, EFP has developed gen-
der equality guidelines. This work-
shop is organized to increase your 
capacity to better understand the 
concept of gender equality and the 
guidelines, so that you can apply 
these guidelines to your organiza-
tional business to promote gender 

equality within your organization. 
Enables adoption in practices.  
From the training workshop FPC-
CI Chairman Capital Office Karim 
Aziz Malik, Islamabad Industrial 
Association President Nasir M. 
Qureshi, Executive Member ICCI 
Manza Majid, Chairman Coordi-
nation FPCCI Malik Sohail Hus-
sain, Group Leader Islam Women 
Chamber of Commerce Samina 
Fazil, Former President FPCCI 
Zubair Ahmed Malik, Former Sen-
ior Vice President RICCI Fazema 
Azim, Board Member EFP Huma-

yun Nazir, Syed Hasnain Mazhar, 
Athar Iqbal, Squad Leader Re-
tired Ishtiaq Hussain Kayani. The 
seminar attendees also discussed 
challenges faced by women in the 
workforce. Overall, the seminar 
highlights the importance of gen-
der equality in driving economic de-
velopment and the need for collec-
tive efforts to create an inclusive 
and empowering environment for 
women in Pakistan’s workforce.an 
inclusive and empowering envi-
ronment for women in Pakistan’s 
workforce.

Budget should not be 
made intolerable for public

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of 
National Business Group 
Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and In-
tellectuals Forum, and All 
Karachi Industrial Alliance, 
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain 
said on Monday that some 
of the budgetary measures 
proposed by the IMF are 
not implementable. He 
said the upcoming budget 
should not be made unbear-
able for the people because 
the masses and the busi-
ness community are unable 
to bear more burdens. Talk-
ing to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business 
leader said that electricity 
consumption increases in 
summer, and the steep in-
crease in electricity prices 
is condemnable. Mian Za-
hid Hussain said that the 

removal of subsidies in 
various sectors and com-
modities, privatization of 
sick government industries, 
and continuous increase in 
electricity and gas prices 
will give the government 
temporary relief.
The solution to the prob-
lems does not lie in break-
ing the back of the people 
but in full recovery from 
the taxpayers and non-tax-
payers, which amounts 
to four thousand billion 
rupees annually, towards 
which no significant pro-
gress is being made. Also, 
until the power sector is-
sues are resolved, the de-
pendence on debt will con-
tinue to rise. Therefore, 
instead of increasing the 
burden on the people, the 
tax base should be wid-
ened, tax collection should 
be improved, and the af-
fairs of the power sector 
should be streamlined. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said 
that the IMF is demanding 
that taxes be increased on 
flour, sugar, rice, milk, tea, 
and other important food 
items, which will promote 
the documentation of the 
country’s economy. On the 
other hand, it will increase 
inflation and mass anxiety, 
so attention should be 
paid to improving the pur-
chasing power of the peo-
ple. Taxes on pesticides 
will affect the agricultural 
sector and increase infla-
tion, so this should also 
be considered. Mian Zahid 
Hussain said that the gov-
ernment’s dependence on 
loans from local banks has 
increased to an alarming 
level due to the sharp de-
cline in tax collection and 
foreign investment. Out of 
the total interest that the 
government pays on loans, 
85 per cent is spent on lo-
cal loans, and this year.

Over 906,011 
children 

to be 
immunized 
during anti-
polio drive

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division 
Aamir Khatak Monday inau-
gurated the Second Sub Na-
tional Immunization Drive 
(SNID-II) by administering 
polio drops to children under 
five years of age.  The coor-
dinator of the World Health 
Organization, Health Au-
thority and officers of other 
relevant departments were 
also present on the occasion.  
Speaking on the occasion, 
Khatak said the campaign 
was launched against the 
presence of positive polio 
environmental samples in 
the province which could 
be avoided by administer-
ing the anti-polio vaccine. 
He informed that around 
906,011 children would be 
immunized during the drive 
while 2,834 mobile teams, 
677 area incharges,269 fixed 
points and 192 Union Coun-
cil medical officers were par-
ticipating in the campaign.  
The commissioner pointed 
out that children were also 
immunized at 125 transit 
points in the district.  He 
directed the officials to give 
special attention to the high-
risk Union Councils of the 
district and no child should 
be left without immuniza-
tion.  He further directed to 
cover the refusal and non-at-
tended cases on the same 
day, adding no negligence 
would be tolerated in that 
regard.  Meanwhile, District 
Superintendent Vaccination, 
Dr Muhammad Nadeem told 
APP that over 160,000 chil-
dren would be administrated  
against the Polio virus.—APP

Fender equality in the workplace is important not only because it is a basic fundamental right and the 
right thing to do, but also because it is linked to overall economic performance. Gender equality helps 

build inclusive societies and ensure inclusive, equitable, and sustainable development 

CAP wants reforms in 
taxation in retail sector 

ISLAMABAD: The Chainstore Association of Pakistan (CAP) has called for urgent reforms 
in the taxation of the retail sector to stimulate economic growth and ensure sustainable 
tax compliance. In a joint press statement, Chairman CAP Tariq Mehboob Rana and Senior 
Vice-Chairman Asfand Yar Faruukh highlighted that CAP represented over 200 tax-com-
pliant Tier-1 Retailers integrated with the FBR-POS system. These retailers significantly 
contribute to Pakistan’s formal economy and provide direct employment to over 2,000,000 
people, with many more jobs created indirectly. Despite efforts to rationalize retail sec-
tor taxation, an increasingly imbalanced environment has led to the closure of several 
integrated Tier-1 retailers and a reduction in physical retail networks over the past 
two years, Rana said. This has resulted in decreased employment and stagnation of 
domestic investment in branded retail. The CAP office bearers suggested restoring 
the 12% GST rate for Integrated Tier-1 Retailers and reviving the POS Prize Scheme 
for consumers. They explained that a rationalized GST rate would incentivize faster 
integration of Tier-1 Retailers. Currently, integrated retailers generate 20-25% of their 
turnover in taxes, while undocumented retailers contribute almost nothing. Reintroducing 
the POS Prize Scheme will motivate consumers to purchase from Integrated Tier-1 Retail-
ers and verify sales invoices digitally, promoting compliance. —DNA
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Sri Lanka: 15 years 
after civil war

Shifting discourse 
on Palestine

I T’S been 15 years since the end of Sri Lanka’s bloody civil war, during 
which the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) group fought 
the government to establish an ethnic minority homeland. After three dec-

ades, the LTTE’s leadership eventually conceded defeat. But the war’s brutal 
legacy continues to reverberate across the country. Sri Lanka’s Buddhist Sin-
halese-dominated government and LTTE militants killed tens of thousands of 
civilians in the war. The fighting was marred by widespread instances of extra-
judicial killings, indiscriminate attacks and enforced disappearances by govern-
ment forces. In the final stages of the war, the government led a campaign of 
indiscriminate bombing, hoping to quickly dismantle the last LTTE stronghold. 
Military forces shelled scores of Tamil civilians in a declared “no-fire” zone, and 
justified the campaign as a counter-terrorism imperative. The offensive killed at 
least 40,000 civilians and sent scores of Tamils missing, fueling grievances and 
creating collective memory of grave injustice in the eyes of the Tamils. This vi-
olent past demands a firm reckoning, not a repetition of past mistakes. 15 years 
after SL civil war, we still struggles to heal. This video explores the challenges 
to reconciliation, from land disputes & stateless minorities to a lack of account-
ability. Can Sri Lanka overcome these obstacles and build a more inclusive fu-
ture? Many of the war victims and survivors had little to do with the conflict 
itself, and should be seen as allies in Sri Lanka’s push for post-war stability.
But the government is at odds with itself as it targets Tamil minorities seeking 
justice for forced disappearances. According to a new report by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, many women seeking accountability face 
“violations, including harassment, intimidation, surveillance, arbitrary detention, 
beatings and torture at the hands of army and police,” raising questions about the 
state’s determination and capacity to uphold citizen rights without exception. It is 
this growing sense of alienation that post-war Sri Lanka was supposed to address. 
For years, the LTTE capitalised on a narrative of violent prosecution and discrim-
inatory government policies to position itself as one of the most ruthless militant 
groups in modern memory. This makes it imperative for the government to address 
post-war grievances and create conditions for future reconciliation. Long-overdue 
accountability on forced disappearances could provide an important opportunity to 
further that objective. Dearth of action could empower the Tamil diaspora to cam-
paign for rights accountability. Many community members flew former war zones, 
formed human rights organisations, and backed calls for international investigations 
into forced disappearances. The government views such activism as a threat, and 
has labelled these organisations as “terrorist” groups in the past. But that hasn’t 
stopped the diaspora from backing war memorials in defiance of government pres-
sure, and attracting increased international support. Amnesty International’s glob-
al chief Agnes Callamard became the senior most foreign dignitary this month 
to attend a civil war memorial in the country, and called out Sri Lankan authori-
ties for their “collective failure” to deliver justice for war victims.

N OT so long ago, if one were to say that a top Spanish government official 
would someday declare that “from the river to the sea, Palestine would be 
free,” the suggestion itself would have seemed ludicrous. But this is pre-

cisely how Yolanda Diaz, Spain’s deputy prime minister, concluded a statement 
on May 23, a few days before Spain officially recognized Palestine as a state. The 
recognition of Palestine by Spain, along with Norway and Ireland, is important. 
Western Europe is finally catching up with the rest of the world regarding the 
significance of a strong international position in support of the Palestinian people 
and in rejection of Israel’s genocidal practices in the Occupied Territories. But 
equally important is the changing political discourse regarding both Palestine and 
Israel in Europe and all over the world. Almost immediately after the start of the 
ongoing Israeli war on Gaza, some European countries imposed restrictions on 
pro-Palestinian protests, with some even banning the Palestinian flag, which was 
perceived, through some twisted logic, as an antisemitic symbol. With time, 
however, Western governments’ unprecedented solidarity with Israel became 
an outright political, legal and moral liability. Thus, a slow shift began, leading 
to a near-complete transformation in the position of some governments and a 
partial though clear shift in the political discourse among others.
The change of language is also happening in Israel itself and among pro-Israeli 
intellectuals and journalists in the mainstream media. On a popular podcast in 
March, New York Times writer Thomas Friedman attacked Netanyahu, saying 
that he “will go down in history as the worst leader in Jewish history, not just in 
Israeli history.” Unpacking Friedman’s statement requires another column, for 
such language continues to feed on the persisting illusion — at least in the mind 
of Friedman — that Israel serves as a representation not of its own citizens, but 
of all Jewish people, both past and present. As for the language in Israel, it is 
coalescing into two major and competing discourses: one irrationally ruthless, 
as represented by far-right ministers Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, as 
well as by Netanyahu himself; and the other, though equally militant and an-
ti-Palestinian, which is more pragmatic. While the first group would like to see 
Palestinians slaughtered in large numbers or wiped out by a nuclear bomb, the 
second realizes that a military option is not viable, at least for now.  “The Israeli 
army does not have the ability to win this war against Hamas, and certainly not 
against Hezbollah,” Israeli Army Reserve Maj. Gen. Itzhak Brik said in an inter-
view with the Israeli newspaper Maariv on May 30. Brik, one of Israel’s most 
respected military men, is just one of many who are now essentially repeating 
the same wisdom. Strangely, when Israeli Minister of Heritage Amihai Eliya-
hu suggested the “option” of dropping a nuclear bomb on the Strip, his words 
reeked of desperation, not confidence. Prior to the war, the Israeli political 
discourse regarding Gaza revolved around a specific set of terminology: “de-
terrence,” represented in the occasional one-sided war, often referred to as 
“mowing the lawn,” and “security,” among others.
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Unpacking Alvi’s 7-points

Zelensky and Putin should each declare victory and then settle

Qamar Bashir 

Alex Lo

A FTER his retirement as President and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, Dr. ArifAlvi, 
following a brief period of hibernation, has pro-

posed a 7-point plan as a starting point for all stake-
holders currently at an impasse, unsure of their next 
moves. However, at this point, the plan is vague and 
may only gather weight and effectiveness as time pass-
es.  Currently, it raises many questions. For example, 
while the plan suggests that all stakeholders should 
come to the table, it fails to specify who these stakehold-
ers are. The biggest stakeholder is the supra-executive, 
which, although holds de facto power, lacks any legal 
or constitutional role in purely political matters.  The 
dilemma is that, de jure, this body is the most ardent, 
effective, influential, and powerful entity, exercising full 
control over election results and having the final say in 
domestic and foreign affairs, as well as business, finance, 
economy, and investment. Therefore, any political deal 
without its willing consent and agreement will be a farce, 
having no real consequence or impact.
The other stakeholders include PML(N), PPP, and 
MQM. However, the official stance of PTI is that 
since these parties are beneficiaries of Form 47, PTI 
will not engage in any dialogue with them. PTI’s sec-
ond condition for considering them as stakeholders 
is even more stringent: the return of their “stolen” 
mandate. Agreeing to this condition would be akin to 
a death knell for these parties. The catch is that if 
the supra-executive body agrees and joins hands with 
PTI, the governments in the Centre and the provinces 
of Punjab and Balochistan would collapse like houses 
of cards—an extremely unlikely scenario. Therefore, if 
Dr. Alvi is able to persuade his own party to accept his 
7-point plan, PTI would need to roll back its narrative 
of refusing dialogue with PML(N), PPP, and MQM.
His second point is more dramatic, literary and in-
novative. It says Zoom out, go to the balcony, have 
a bird’s eye view of the problem, understand the 
gravity of the situation. It emphasizes the need for 
a broader perspective on the current political crisis. 
By advocating for this approach, Dr. Alvi wants stake-
holders to gain perspective and move beyond imme-
diate conflicts and narrow viewpoints. For instance, 
rather than focusing solely on recent disputes, they 
should consider the historical context and how past 
political maneuvers have led to the present situation. 
This broader understanding can help in identifying 
underlying issues that need addressing, rather than 

just treating the symptoms of the crisis. Additional-
ly, Dr. Alvi encourages stakeholders to assess the 
gravity of the situation and understand the potential 
long-term consequences if the current trajectory con-
tinues. This involves recognizing the broader impact 
on political stability, governance, and national unity. 
For example, a failure to resolve the political deadlock 
could lead to economic instability and diminished pub-
lic trust in government institutions. By appreciating 
the full scope of the crisis, stakeholders can better 
appreciate the urgency and importance of finding a 
sustainable resolution. In his second point,  Dr.Alvi 
calls for strategic thinking and inclusive solutions. 
He suggests that stakeholders metaphorically “go to 
the balcony” to step back from the fray, allowing for 
a more neutral and objective assessment of the situ-
ation. This can lead to more effective and impartial 
solutions. This collaborative approach is essential for 
addressing complex issues and finding a path forward 
that benefits the nation as a whole.
Dr. Alvi’s third point emphasizes the necessity of re-
ducing emotions, anger, and egos among the stake-
holders involved in the political crisis. He advocates 
for a more composed and rational approach to prob-
lem-solving, where decisions are not driven by person-
al grievances or heated emotions. For instance, polit-
ical leaders must set aside their personal animosities 
and focus on the greater good, engaging in construc-
tive dialogue rather than confrontational rhetoric. 
Dr. Alvi’s fourth point is about looking for and building 
a bridge to the other side underscores the importance 
of fostering reconciliation and collaboration among 
political stakeholders. He encourages all parties to 
view each other not as enemies but as partners in the 
pursuit of national stability and progress. By promot-
ing a spirit of forgiveness and moving forward with 
mutual guarantees, stakeholders can overcome past 
grievances and work together constructively. This 
involves setting aside past conflicts and focusing on 
common goals, such as economic development, social 
welfare, and political stability. 
Dr. Alvi’s fifth suggestion is to talk about each oth-
er’s fears and handle them and highlight the impor-
tance of empathetic communication in resolving po-
litical conflicts. He advocates for an open dialogue 
where stakeholders can express their concerns and 
anxieties candidly, creating an atmosphere of mutual 
understanding. For instance, political parties might 

fear loss of power, public backlash, or economic in-
stability. By openly discussing these fears, parties 
can better understand each other’s perspectives and 
motivations, which can help in identifying common 
ground and developing strategies that address these 
concerns. This process not only builds trust but also 
allows for the creation of solutions that are sensitive 
to the fears and needs of all parties involved, paving 
the way for a more cooperative and less adversarial 
political environment. 
The sixth point is even more important. The  worst al-
ternative to a negotiated settlement entails prolonged 
political deadlock, escalating tensions, and potential 
unrest. Without a willingness to engage in constructive 
dialogue and compromise, parties may resort to extreme 
measures such as political sabotage, mass protests, or 
even violence, leading to further polarization and insta-
bility. This scenario not only undermines democratic 
principles but also poses significant risks to the nation’s 
social cohesion, economic prosperity, and international 
reputation. Moreover, failure to reach a settlement pro-
longs uncertainty, exacerbating investor concerns and 
hindering much-needed reforms. 
The last point concludes once the other six points are 
complied with. To effectively address the current po-
litical crisis, stakeholders must zoom in and focus on 
solving the underlying issues through proactive and 
collaborative efforts. This involves engaging in mean-
ingful dialogue, identifying common goals, and explor-
ing pragmatic solutions that address the root causes 
of the conflict. By prioritizing constructive engage-
ment over partisan interests and ego-driven agendas, 
stakeholders can foster trust, build consensus, and 
pave the way for a sustainable resolution. Moreover, 
zooming in allows for a more nuanced understanding 
of the specific challenges at hand, enabling stakehold-
ers to tailor solutions that are responsive to the needs 
and concerns of all parties involved. 
The plan is both pragmatic and practical, offering 
a promising starting point to end the tumultuous 
period marked by unnecessary egoism and personal 
agendas. It encourages a shift towards prioritizing 
the greater national interest—a concept often men-
tioned but frequently overlooked.

Former Press Secretary to the President 
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

L ISTENING to Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky at a defence forum in Singapore, you 
might think China is a 10-foot-tall giant who can 

just impose its will on Moscow. He wants Beijing to help 
secure Ukraine’s nuclear safety, stop supplying dual-use 
systems to Russia, and end the war. Truth be told, that 
power does not lie with Beijing, but in him. He is the 
superhero. But perhaps he underestimates himself, or 
he simply doesn’t want to end the war at this time, even 
though it is hopeless as he himself has admitted without 
renewed Western commitments that will risk direct Nato 
involvement and a nuclear war. Let’s consider all three 
points he has made. The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant is located in southern Ukraine and has been con-
trolled by Russian forces since early in the war. The 
fear is that the Russians could damage it so much as 
to cause a nuclear meltdown and an environmental dis-
aster – Chernobyl 2.0, in other words. However, it’s 
actually located very close to Crimea, which has been 
occupied or annexed, depending on your political sym-
pathy, by Russia since 2014, and its Black Sea naval 
fleet. The Russians probably want to avoid a nuclear 
meltdown as much as the Ukrainians.
But if Zelensky really wants to avoid a nuclear accident, it 
would be a good idea that his forces don’t target Russia’s 
nuclear defence systems and risk provoking a comparable 
response. They did it anyway last week. Having been au-
thorised by Nato and Washington in an unmistakable es-
calation to strike inside Russia, Ukrainian forces almost 
immediately carried out an attack on an early-warning 
radar system 1,800km away, that is, well inside Russian 
territories. The target probably wasn’t what Washington 
and Brussels wanted, but then, things that are unwanted 
happen in war all the time. And now, Zelensky talks with a 
straight face that he wants Beijing to secure his country’s 
nuclear safety. It has never been specified exactly what 
commercial or civilian Chinese products and systems can 
be weaponised, despite incessant accusations by Western 
leaders that China is supplying them to Russia.
If you had watched too many kung fu films, as I did, you 
would know that even Chinese chopsticks could be used 
as deadly weapons in the right or wrong hands. What is 
almost never reported is that China has also been selling 
dual-use products to Ukrainian forces, which have been 
using them highly effectively – at a fraction of the cost of 
some US weapon systems. According to a report published 
by the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft: “The 
[US]$60,000 Switchblade drone, produced in limited num-
bers due to cost, proved useless against armoured targets 
and was quickly discarded by Ukrainian troops in favour 

of [US]$700 Chinese commercial models ordered online.”
The Chinese drones have been modified to carry simple 
but powerful bombs, reportedly with great targeting ac-
curacy against Russian military assets and personnel. US 
weapons tend to be extremely hi-tech and expensive but of-
ten ineffective in battle. That may be inevitable if they are 
designed less for fighting but for war-profiteering. In this 
Ukraine war, the fearsome reputations of both US weapons 
and the Russian army have taken a terrible beating.
At least Russian President Vladimir Putin has the decen-
cy not to accuse Beijing incessantly for providing dual-use 
products to Ukraine, unlike his Western and Ukrainian ad-
versaries. And on the third and last point, I think it’s fair to 
assume that it’s not within China’s power to force Putin to 
cry uncle to Uncle Sam and apologise to Zelensky and his 
people for the invasion. And yet, that seems to be exactly 
what they have been demanding of Beijing.
For any settlement or at least a ceasefire, both sides need 
to sit down and talk. And you don’t need China for that. 
Since April, the Kremlin has repeatedly offered to negoti-
ate. The latest was made through Hungary’s pro-Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban, but which was dismissed 
by Zelensky, who reportedly said the only dictator who 
didn’t lie was “a silent one”. In fact, that was why there 
was a mass demonstration in Budapest at the weekend. 
As reported by the Associated Press: “A crowd of tens of 
thousands gathered in Hungary’s capital on Saturday in a 
show of strength behind Prime Minister Viktor Orban a 
week before the European Parliament election, a contest 
he has cast as an existential turning point between peace 
in Europe and a world war. “The demonstration, dubbed by 
organisers as a ‘peace march,’ brought Orban’s supporters 
from all over Hungary and neighbouring countries. They 
marched along the Danube River in Budapest from the 
city’s iconic Chain Bridge onto Margaret Island, waving 
flags and signs reading ‘No War’.” The point about end-
ing wars is that such negotiations are by definition con-
ducted between enemies, not friends – that is, people 
you hate and don’t trust. That’s why you always need 
security guarantees. When you say you don’t negotiate 
with dictators, terrorists, criminals or enemies, all you 
are really saying is that you don’t want to negotiate.
Actually, the war could have ended by the summer of 2022, 
months after it first started. Foreign Affairs in April pub-
lished a study of peace negotiations during the early months 
of the war, offering a glimpse of what might have been as 
the lives of tens of thousands of Russians and Ukrainians 
could have been spared. The study said: “In the midst of 
Moscow’s unprecedented aggression, the Russians and the 
Ukrainians almost finalised an agreement that would have 

ended the war and provided Ukraine with multilateral secu-
rity guarantees, paving the way to its permanent neutrality 
and, down the road, its membership in the EU.”
The authors, Samuel Charap of the RAND Corporation and 
Sergey Radchenko of Johns Hopkins University, continued: 
“The Ukrainians walked away from it because of a combina-
tion of pressure from their Western patrons and Kyiv’s own 
hubristic assumptions about Russian military weakness.”
Ukraine today is worse off than it was back in mid-2022 
when it could have secured a settlement. The Russians 
are currently advancing on Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second 
largest city. Its crumbling defence can be partly blamed 
on Ukraine’s notorious corruption. According to a new ex-
posé published in Kyiv-based newspaper Ukrainska Pravda 
– predictably ignored in the mainstream Western press: 
“Hundreds of millions of hryvnias [the Ukrainian currency] 
have probably been stolen from the construction of forti-
fications in the Kharkiv region, where the [Russians are] 
now actively advancing. “Multimillion-dollar contracts 
for the construction of fortifications, for which a total 
of 7 billion hryvnias [US$173 million] were spent, were 
transferred by the Kharkiv OVA [regional military ad-
ministration] to front companies … “In particular, the 
Department of Housing and Communal Services [ZhKG] 
and the fuel and energy complex of Kharkiv OVA con-
cluded direct contracts for the supply of wood for for-
tifications with companies with signs of fictitiousness.”
Of course, that’s just the tip of the iceberg. The entire war 
has been a corruption black hole for Western aid, just like 
it was with the American wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. And 
it doesn’t look like it will end any better. The fact of the 
matter is that Russia can’t take over any more of Ukraine 
beyond its current occupation of about 20 per cent of terri-
tories, while Ukraine and its Western backers can’t defeat 
Russia, hence the stalemate. Putin, though, has neutral-
ised his domestic opposition and can sell what little he has 
achieved as a victory at home. However, the knives will 
be out for Zelensky and his Western backers by their re-
spective domestic opponents, especially for President Joe 
Biden with an election in less than six months. He will not 
be the first US president to cruelly prolong a war for the 
sake of winning an election. This is despite the West’s rea-
sonable achievement of managing to defend 80 per cent of 
Ukraine against the Russian war machine without direct 
Nato involvement, so far. But they have set the terms of vic-
tory so high it’s now impossible to achieve. Escalation will 
risk a nuclear war. Blaming Beijing for enabling Putin is 
just a distraction. If Zelensky doesn’t want to help himself 
and his country, China can’t either. Meanwhile, the West 
is just digging an ever bigger hole for him and his country.
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Manama: The Pakistan volleyball team 
defeated Thailand 25-22, 25-14 and 25-21 
in yet another world-class display in the 
ongoing AVC Challenge Cup which is being 
played in Bahrain. With the comfortable 
win over Thailand, the Pakistan team led by 
Murad Khan qualified for the quarter-finals 
as they now sit on top of Pool B.
In the quarter-final, Pakistan will face the 
side finishing second in Pool D.
Pakistan have now won 11 matches in a row 
under new coach Ruben Wolochin. With 
two wins in the first two matches, the mo-
rale within the team is surely high as they 
also defeated Australia recently in a three-
match series and are eager to continue 
their high flight. Earlier in their first match 
of the tournament, the Pakistan Volleyball 
team defeated Kazakhstan 3-0 with score-
lines of 25-19, 25-19, and 25-21.

The match was part of the Preliminary 
Round and witnessed the utmost resilience 
and discipline from the Pakistan team that 
didn’t give any ground to their opponent 
and went on to win with a strong perfor-
mance. After the win against Kazakhstan, 
Wolochin expressed his happiness over the 
team’s performance as he believed that the 
team perfectly executed his strategies.
“The boys played with great determination 
and executed the strategies perfectly,” said 
Wolochin. “This win is a testament to their 
hard work and dedication.”
Remember, Wolochin’s coaching staff in-
cludes Brazilian physical trainer Lucas 
Rodrigues who has been instrumental to 
the team’s success recently as he is the key 
to the team’s physical condition, which has 
been great. Pakistan’s assistant coach Mo-
hammad Ismail Khan and analyst Juan Co-
bucci have also played their part in prepar-
ing the team for such tournaments so the 
team could have a shot at lifting the title.

AVC Cup: Pakistan beat Thailand to qualify for quarter-final
Pakistan volleyball team defeated Thailand 25-22, 25-14 and 25-21 
in another world-class display in the ongoing AVC Challenge Cup

Briefs
IHC acquits 

Imran, 
Qureshi in 

cipher case
From Page 01

days after IHC approved his 
bail petition in the £190 mil-
lion National Crime Agency 
(NCA) settlement reference 
on May 15. A two-member 
bench, comprising the IHC 
chief justice, Justice Tariq 
Mehmood Jahangiri, had 
approved the PTI’s founder 
bail plea in the reference 
filed by the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB).  
Khan, the deposed premier 
who ousted from power via 
opposition’s no-confidence 
motion in April 2022, has 
been facing slew of charges 
ranging from corruption to 
terrorism since his removal 
as the premier. He has been 
behind bars since August last 
year after he was sentenced 
in Toshakhana case and sub-
sequently convicted in other 
cases as well including cipher 
and illegal marriage cases.

Courts 
should be 

‘mindful’...
From Page 01

cipher case containing charg-
es of misusing and misplac-
ing the classified diplomatic 
document. “Detailed verdict 
of the case is due to arrive,” 
Barrister Malik said, insist-
ing that the cipher case was 
a “reality” which cannot be 
denied. He said that the for-
mer prime minister waved 
a classified document at a 
public gathering, whereas, 
then-principal secretary 
Azam Khan also confessed 
about a “missing copy of the 
cipher”. “Nothing is more 
important than our national 
security. The prosecution 
will decide on challenging 
the IHC’s ruling after the is-
suance of a detailed verdict,” 
lawyer-cum-politician said.

Foreign 
embassy 
official... 
From Page 01

when the accident oc-
curred. Rescue officials 
confirmed that all the de-
ceased and injured were 
members of the same fam-
ily. However, the rescue 
officials disclosed that the 
unfortunate incident has 
been attributed to the poor 
condition of the road and 
construction materials that 
had been left on the road-
way for an extended period.

Suspect 
in Saudi 

diplomat...
From Page 01

the both mobile phones. 
Investigation is under way 
from the arrested accused 
while further raids are be-
ing conducted to arrest 
his accomplice. Islamabad 
Police traced the suspect 
through Mobile technology, 
cameras and human intelli-
gence. IG Islamabad Police 
Ali Nasir Rizvi and DIG Ali 
Raza visited Saudi Embassy 
and handed over the recov-
ered mobile phones to the 
the Saudi embassy officials.
Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi has appreci-
ated the IG Islamabad Po-
lice, DIG, and entire team 
for their swift action. He 
also announced that the 
police team will be awarded 
appreciation certificates for 
their excellent work.

Tarar 
reaffirms...

From Page 01
Asian Development Bank, 
UNDP, World Bank and 
other international depart-
ments are also acknowledg-
ing progress of Pakistan’s 
economy and also see it on 
right direction”. Attaullah 
Tarar highlighted the gov-
ernment’s tireless efforts 
from day one, focusing on 
the economy, leading to 
several positive outcomes. 
“These include a signifi-
cant drop in inflation, lower 
fuel prices, unprecedented 
growth in the stock ex-
change, increased foreign 
reserves, enhanced direct 
investment, and record 
tax collection by the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue,” 
he added. He expressed 
optimism about Prime 
Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif’s upcoming 
historic visit to China with 
a delegation of approxi-
mately 100 businessmen. 

Pakistan crush Canada 
in nine-goal thriller

This was Pakistan’s first win in tournament after drawing opening match

FIH Nations Cup

Our Correspondents

Warsaw: Pakistan defeated Can-
ada 8-1 in their second match of 
the ongoing FIH Nations Cup in 
Gniezno, Poland, on Monday.
Four goals by Rana Waheed 
Ashraf, a brace by Ghazanfar Ali, 
and one each by Abdul Rehman 
and Hannan Shahid cruised the 
Green Shirts to a dominant victo-
ry. Canada’s Sean Davis opened 
the scoring in the second minute 
of the match but Pakistan respond-
ed after no less than five minutes 
as Waheed Ashraf equalled the 
game with a brilliant strike. Paki-
stan’s lead was doubled by Rana 
in the 27th minute and the Green 
Shirts ended the second quarter 
with a one-goal lead. 
The third quarter was no different 
from the second one as the Green 
Shirts scored one more goal with 

Ghazanfar Ali finding the back of 
the box. However, the best was 
yet to come as the Green Shirts 
played an attacking game and 
scored five more goals, leaving 
no room for the Canadian side. 
What was more impressive than 
Pakistan’s five goals in the last 
quarter was that all of them came 
in the last 10 minutes. This was 
Pakistan’s first win in the tourna-
ment and they have now gone to 
the top of Pool B with four points.
In the first match against Malay-
sia, Pakistan made an excellent 
comeback and secured a draw with 
a last-minute goal. Malaysia had a 
three-goal lead in the first quarter 
but Pakistan, known for their resil-
ience, didn’t give up and levelled 
the match. Pakistan will now face 
France in their final pool match 
of the tournament on June 5.  Top 
two teams from each pool will qual-
ify for the semi-finals of the event.

Sabalenka powers through 
to Paris quarter-finals

Paris: Aryna Sabalenka sent an om-
inous message to her rivals as she 
powered past Emma Navarro to reach 
the French Open quarter-finals.
Australian Open champion Sabalenka 
played with controlled aggression to 
complete a dominant 6-2 6-3 win over 
22nd seed Navarro. Belarusian Sa-
balenka lost to Navarro on the Indian 
Wells hard courts earlier this season, 
but overwhelmed the American on 
the Paris clay. She will face either 
Russian teenager Mirra Andreeva or 
home hope Varvara Gracheva next.
Second seed Sabalenka could then face 
rival and good friend Elena Rybakina in 
the semi-finals, after the Kazakh com-
fortably beat Elina Svitolina earlier on 
Monday. Fourth seed Rybakina strug-
gled for rhythm but grew in confidence 
and quality to register a 6-4 6-3 win over 
the Ukrainian. The former Wimbledon 
champion will face Italy’s Jasmine Pao-
lini next after the 12th seed beat Rus-
sia’s Elina Avanesyan 4-6 6-0 6-1.
Meanwhile, Novak Djokovic will aim 

to reach his 15th successive French 
Open quarter-final on Monday after 
setting an unwanted Roland Garros 
record. The defending champion 
and 24-time Grand Slam title winner 
made the last 16 by defeating Italy’s 
Lorenzo Musetti in a bruising five-set 
epic.It was the latest ever finish at 
Roland Garros. “I think certain things 
could have been handled differently,” 
said the 37-year-old Djokovic.
“There is a certain beauty in winning 
the match at three in the morning if it 
is the last of the tournament, but this 
wasn’t the case.” On Monday, three-
time French Open champion Djokovic 
faces Argentine 23rd seed Francis-
co Cerundolo for a place in the last 
eight. Victory would give him a re-
cord 370th Grand Slam match win. 
Cerundolo and Djokovic have never 
met before but the Argentine stunned 
world number four Alexander Zverev 
on clay in Madrid earlier this season 
on his way to the quarter-finals.
The 25-year-old also made the last 16 

in Paris in 2023 where he lost in five 
sets to Denmark’s Holger Rune.
Zverev, who knocked out 14-time 
champion Rafael Nadal in the first 
round, was pushed to the brink by 
Tallon Griekspoor in the third round 
where he battled back from 4-1 down 
in the final set. The 27-year-old Ger-
man is playing under the shadow of 
an ongoing trial in Berlin over allega-
tions of assaulting an ex-girlfriend.
Zverev is in the fourth round at Roland 
Garros for the seventh consecutive 
year and is the only player to reach 
the semi-finals at the last three French 
Opens. Novak Djokovic escapes major 
upset at Indian Wells Serbian Rune, a 
two-time quarter-finalist in Paris, defeat-
ed Zverev in straight sets in their only 
previous meeting on clay in Munich in 
2022. Fifth-seeded Russian Daniil Med-
vedev takes on Australian 11th seed Alex 
de Minaur. Former US Open champion 
Medvedev reached the quarter-finals in 
2021, ending a run of four successive 
first round losses. – Agencies

Dark night 
of tyranny 
will end...

From Page 01
Islamabad High Court’s 
(IHC) verdict declaring 
Imran Khan and Qureshi’s 
conviction in the infamous 
cipher case void, said that 
Imran Khan and his com-
panion, who were unjustly 
imprisoned in Adiala jail, 
were a living metaphor of 
determination, courage, 
political maturity and char-
acter. He stated that with 
the blessings of Allah and 
the prayers of the nation, 
especially mothers, sisters 
and daughters, all the false, 
fake, fabricated, baseless 
and absurd cases were 
briskly crumbling one after 
another like sand wall.

SC Judge 
observes...

From Page 01
Athar Minallah, Syed Hasan 
Azhar Rizvi, Shahid Wa-
heed, Irfan Saadat Khan 
and Naeem Akhtar Afghan. 
On May 6, a three-member 
SC bench headed by Justice 
Mansoor Ali Shah, and in-
cluding Justice Muhammad 
Ali Mazhar and Justice Athar 
Minallah, suspended the 
PHC verdict and referred 
the matter to the judges’ 
committee for the formation 
of a larger bench since the 
matter required constitu-
tional interpretation. The 
matter had ended up in the 
Supreme Court after the 
PHC had turned down SIC’s 
plea for reserved seats.

IHC rejects 
defence...
From Page 01

the judges who wrote to 
the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil over interference with 
judicial affairs. The court 
remarked the FIA identified 
16 accounts and the people 
who started the campaign 
should be grilled. Justice 
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan add-
ed that FIA’s report is much 
better than ISI’s. Justice 
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani ques-
tioned whether agencies 
can trace these accounts or 
not. “How many technical 
experts do MI and ISI have? 
What is the number of tech-
nical experts with FIA?”

PM directs 
abolishment 
of Pak PWD

From Page 01
Pak PWD as department 
had failed to achieve its 
objectives and asked for 
alternate mechanism for 
the development projects 
which were tasked to Pak 
PWD. The meeting was 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar, Minister for Planning 
Ahsan Iqbal, Minister for 
Finance and Revenue Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb, Min-
ister for Economic Affairs 
Ahad Khan Cheema, PM’s 
Adviser on Political Affair 
Rana Sanaullah, Minister 
of State for Finance and 
Revenue, Deputy Chair-
man Planning Commission 
Jehanzeb Khan and other 
relevant senior officials.

Christian 
man attacked 
in Sargodha

From Page 01
severe injuries to his head, 
said the hospital sources.  
The incident took place on 
May 25 in Sargodha after an 
angry mob tortured Masih 
for alleged blasphemy.  The 
situation turned violent when 
enraged people attacked the 
victim’s house in the Muja-
hid Colony area, damaging 
his belongings and torching 
a shoe factory established 
within it. They also burnt 
tyres and damaged electrici-
ty installations in the area. 

Namibia defeat Oman in T20 
WC after super over thriller

BRIDGETOWN: Namibia scored a 
nerve-shredding victory over Oman in 
their T20 World Cup Group B clash in 
Barbados on Sunday after a low-scor-
ing thriller was decided by a super 
over. David Wiese was the hero for 
Namibia, contributing 13 runs in the 
Africans’ super over total of 21 before 
then restricting Oman to 10 runs with 
the ball in hand to seal a crucial win at 
Kensington Oval. The match had gone 
to a decisive extra over after a tense 
duel saw both teams finish with 109 
runs from their allotted 20 overs.
Oman had looked to be heading for 
defeat after a superb four-wicket bowl-
ing display from Ruben Trumpelmann 
saw them all out for 109 off 19.4 overs.

But Oman’s bowlers responded with 
a disciplined performance to contain 
Namibia’s bats, with Mehran Khan 
conjuring a superb spell to leave the 
match on a knife edge.
Khan finished with figures of three 
wickets for seven runs off three overs.
The veteran Oman bowler took two 
wickets in the final over to frustrate 
Namibia, who had needed just five 
runs from the over to clinch victory. 
But Khan was bizarrely overlooked 
for the super over bowling duties by 
Oman, with Bilal Khan handed the ball 
instead. That move backfired spectac-
ularly, though, with Wiese blasting a 
four off the first ball and then crush-
ing a full toss for six off Khan’s second 

delivery. Wiese took three more runs 
off the next two balls before Namibia 
skipper Gerhard Erasmus hit back-to-
back fours to set Oman a daunting vic-
tory target of 22 off their super over.
Wiese took over the bowling duties for 
Namibia and after conceding just two 
runs from his first two deliveries, took 
the wicket of Naseem Khushi.
West Indies beat Papua New Guinea 
by five wickets in T20 World Cup
Two more singles left Oman need-
ing 18 from the last delivery to win, 
meaning Wiese could allow Zeeshan 
Maqsood to blast a six knowing 
victory was assured. “I definitely 
aged a couple of years tonight,” the 
39-year-old Wiese said. “And I don’t 
have a lot of years left in me. It was 
an emotionally draining evening.” 
Wiese said he had been confident of 
steering Namibia to victory with bat 
and ball in the super over. “It helped 
that I had a feel of the game and 
knew if I get a few hits out in the Su-
per Over …. then with the ball, felt 
like taking the ball and executing.
“The pitch was difficult and didn’t play 
the way we thought. But we adapted 
well.” Oman captain Aqib Ilyas was 
left lamenting an agonising near-miss 
– but defended the decision to opt for 
Bilal as the super over bowler over the 
in-form Khan. “I think Bilal is one of 
the best bowlers you can have at this 
level,” Aqib said. “But there are days 
where you plan and it doesn’t exe-
cute. “He was clear, we were clear, 
but maybe the ball was wet and he 
couldn’t execute.” – Agencies

Nooh Butt wins 
gold for Pakistan at 
Strongman Games 

Islamabad: Pakistan’s renowned weightlifter Nooh Das-
tgir Butt clinched the gold medal in the Hercules Columns 
competition at the Pahlavon Mahmud Strongman Games 
2024 in Uzbekistan. Nooh participated in this event for 
the first time along with athletes from 18 other countries. 
His father and coach, Dastgir Butt, was proud of Nooh’s 
achievement, highlighting that his son will try his best to 
continue making his country proud in future competitions 
as well. During the Commonwealth Games (CWG) 2022, 
Nooh had won the gold medal in weightlifting for Pakistan. 
In 109+kg category, Butt lifted 173kg in snatch, setting a 
new CWG record. In clean and jerk, Butt lifted 232kg to set 
another record. Overall, Butt lifted 405kg which was also a 
CWG record. In 2018 CWG, Butt bagged bronze medal in 
105+kg category. He was accompanied by Talha Talib who 
also won bronze in 62kg category. Earlier, Nooh had been 
unregistered by the Pakistan Weightlifting Federation 
(PWF) due to some political issues. A senior official of 
the PWF said that doors are open for Nooh if he mends 
his issues with the federation and accepts its constitu-
tion. “Nooh is the most precious athlete and the PWF’s 
doors are open for him if he resolves his issues with the 
federation and registers himself with it as per rules and 
regulations,” the official told The News last year. “Nooh 
has not talked with us officially on this issue. These are 
all political things and those people are responsible for 
this who keep Nooh away from the PWF. – Agencies

Vaughan issues 
Pakistan warning 
during T20 WC

London : Former England captain believes that the on-
going T20 World Cup 2024 will be highly competitive due 
to the presence of many good teams. Vaughan also said 
that Pakistan will threaten other teams in the tournament, 
while also lauding other top teams participating in the tour-
nament in the United States and West Indies. “The prob-
lem is this of all the T20 World Cups could be the hardest 
to win because there are more sides that can compete,” 
Vaughan said in his column for The Telegraph. “The West 
Indies are full of power, South Africa always have a ques-
tion mark over their mentality but are so strong, Australi-
ans know how to win World Cups and India possess the skill 
sets and experience so you know they will be very competi-
tive as well. “Pakistan, as ever, are an unknown quantity but 
will threaten. New Zealand have the experience and always 
turn it on at World Cups. There are so many good teams.”
Speaking about England, Vaughan said that they will have a 
better World Cup as compared to one in the India last year.
“It is an England team that should be competing at the back 
end of the tournament. I don’t see them having a World Cup 
like they did in India when they were all at sea with selec-
tion issues, contractual problems and were not fit enough. 
This time I see a team that is rock solid and will go to the 
Caribbean full of confidence,” the former right-hander said.
He also shed light on impact of par scores on chances of 
winning the World Cup. “If the World Cup is a 170-par score 
then all the teams I have mentioned can win it. If it goes 
to 210-240 par on small grounds and flat pitches I think 
England, South Africa, Australia and West Indies are 
the teams with the most power in their batting line-ups, 
closely followed by New Zealand. I think India are below 
that in terms of power. But if it is a 170 par, India are 
right in the hunt with their bowling,” he added.
Vaughan played 82 Tests and 86 ODI matches for Eng-
land over the course of his career between 1999 and 
2008. While he scored 5719 runs in Test cricket at an av-
erage of more than 40, the right-hander also accumulat-
ed 1982 runs in ODIs at an average of 27.15. – Agencies

Tuesday June 4
Afghanistan vs Uganda 

Providence, 
Guyana (1.30am)

England vs Scotland
- Bridgetown, 

Barbados (3.30pm)
Netherlands vs Nepal 

Grand Prairie, 
Texas (4.30pm)
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Tehran : Iran’s supreme lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has 
once again praised resistance 
groups for their conflict with 
Israel. “An army that claims 
to be one of the strongest in 
the world has failed in its own 
country,” Khamenei told thou-
sands of supporters in Tehran 
on Monday. The Gaza conflict 
has put the “Zionist regime 
on a path that will only end 
in decay and destruction,” he 
added.
‘Palestinians foil US plot to 
change equations’ Ayatollah 
Khamenei further stated that 
Imam Khomeini emphasized 
that the people of Palestine 
themselves would have to re-
store their own rights and 
force the Israeli regime to re-
treat. The Leader noted that 
everything that the late Imam 
predicted regarding the issue 
of Palestine has come true. He 
said Imam Khomeini believed 
that the people of Palestine 

should not trust the so-called 
peace talks, play an active 
role and restore their rights to 
achieve a final victory in the 
face of the Israeli enemy. The 
late Imam also urged all na-
tions, particularly Muslims, to 
support the Palestinian people 
to help them defeat the Zionist 
regime, Ayatollah Khamenei 
added. “These big develop-
ments are being realized now,” 
he emphasized. “Although the 
US and many Western coun-
tries continue to support this 
regime, they also know that 
there is no way out for the 
occupying regime,” Ayatollah 
he stated. The Leader warned 
that the US, elements of the 
global Zionism and some re-
gional states have hatched a 
comprehensive plan to change 
relations and equations in the 
region. They sought to estab-
lish links between the Israeli 
regime and some countries in 
the region in an attempt to pre-
pare the ground for the Tel Aviv 
regime’s dominance over the 
political and economic develop-

ments in the West Asia region 
and the entire Muslim world, 
he explained. They were very 
close to implement the omi-
nous plot but the start of Oper-
ation Al-Aqsa Storm thwarted 
all schemes of the US, Zionism 
and their stooges, Ayatollah 
Khamenei said. He emphasized 
that the incidents in Palestine 
over the past eight months de-
stroyed hope for any revival of 
the plot. He added that the un-
precedented crimes and bound-
less cruelty of the Israeli regime 
and the American government’s 
support for such atrocities were 

nervous reactions to failure of 
the international conspiracy to 
dominate the Zionist regime in 
the region. The Leader pointed 
to the US inaction in the face of 
consensus among world nations 
and emphasized that Washing-
ton will have no option but to 
end its support for the Zionist 
regime sooner or later. Western 
analysts believe that Israel has 
suffered a heavy blow from the 
resistance groups during Op-
eration Al-Aqsa Storm and that 
the regime will not be able to 
recover from it, he emphasized. 
He said Palestine has turned 
into the number one issue of the 
world as students in American 
universities are chanting slo-
gans to express their support 
for Palestine. Khamenei made 
the comments during a speech 
to mark the 35th anniversary 
of the death of Iran’s revolu-
tionary leader Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini. The speech was 
held in Khomeini’s mausoleum 
in the south of the capital. Sep-
arately, Iran’s acting foreign 
minister, Ali Bagheri, visited 

Lebanon. His predecessor 
Hossein Amirabdollahian, 
who was killed in a helicopter 
crash in May alongside pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi, made 
several trips to Beirut during 
the current conf lict to meet 
leaders from the pro-Iranian 
militia Hezbollah and Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad. Iran 
has provided financial and 
diplomatic backing for the 
Palestinian resistance group 
Hamas, which killed 1,200 peo-
ple and captured 250 hostages 
during the devastating October 7 
attacks in Israel. Israel responded 
with an ongoing invasion of Gaza 
which has provoked international 
outrage due to its massive human-
itarian toll. The health authority 
in Gaza says more than 36,400 
people have been killed in the 
Israeli operation. Israel and Iran 
have been at odds since the 1979 
revolution in Tehran brought the 
current mullah regime to power. 
The two countries have repeated-
ly come close to war, with both 
sides launching drone and mis-
sile attacks in May.

Resistance put Israel on path to destruction

Briefs
La Nina could 

help lower 
temperatures 

this year
GENEVA: The return of 
the cooling La Nina weath-
er phenomenon this year 
should help lower tem-
peratures somewhat after 
months of global heat re-
cords, the United Nations’ 
weather agency said Mon-
day. The impact is likely 
to be felt in the next few 
months because the warm-
ing El Nino weather pattern 
— which has helped fuel a 
spike in global tempera-
tures and extreme weath-
er around the world since 
mid-2023 — “is showing 
signs of ending,” the UN’s 
World Meteorological Or-
ganization said in its latest 
update. The WMO warned, 
howeve , that global tem-
peratures would continue 
to rise in the long term due 
to human-induced climate 
change, which continues 
to make extreme weather 
worse and upend seasonal 
rainfall and temperature 
patterns. La Nina refers 
to the cooling of the ocean 
surface temperatures in 
large swathes of the tropical 
Pacific Ocean, coupled with 
winds, rains and changes in 
atmospheric pressure. In 
many locations, especially 
in the tropics, La Nina pro-
duces the opposite climate 
impacts to El Nino, which 
heats up the surface of the 
oceans, leading to drought in 
some parts of the world and 
triggering heavy downpours 
elsewhere. The WMO said 
there was a “60 percent” 
chance of La Nina conditions 
in the period from July to 
September and a “70 per-
cent” likelihood during 
August-November.—APP 

Microsoft to 
invest $3.2bn

 in AI in 
Sweden

STOCKHOLM: Microsoft 
said Monday that it would 
invest 33.7 billion kronor 
($3.2 billion) over two years 
in cloud and artificial intelli-
gence infrastructure in Swe-
den, its biggest investment 
in the country. The group 
will train 250,000 people by 
2027 to boost AI knowledge 
and competence and also in-
crease capacity at its three 
data centres in the country, 
it said. “Microsoft’s largest 
investment in our history in 
Sweden” would enable the 
Scandinavian country “to 
build world-leading AI data 
centre infrastructure,” the 
company’s president and 
vice chair Brad Smith said 
at a press conference with 
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson. “A big part of 
the reason we’re able to do 
this is because of Sweden’s 
forward-looking energy 
policy, the plentiful access 
to green energy, whether 
it’s carbon-free energy or 
renewable energy,” Smith 
said. OpenAI CEO says ‘op-
timistic’ on global AI coor-
dination. T‘Rise in Russian 
deepfakes’ Asked about the 
risks and abuses associated 
with artificial intelligence, 
Smith said Microsoft was 
monitoring AI-generated 
deepfakes “very closely”. 
“Our biggest concern, to 
be honest, is about the Rus-
sian government,” he said. 
“We’ve seen an increase in 
Russian activity using deep-
fakes.”—Agencies 

Turkiye’s 
exports see
 record high 
May figure

Ankara : Turkish exports 
posted a record-high May 
figure at $24.1 billion, the 
country’s trade minister 
announced on Monday. Tür-
kiye’s overseas shipments 
surged by 11.4% on an an-
nualized basis, Omer Bolat 
told a news conference in Is-
tanbul about Türkiye’s pre-
liminary foreign trade data. 
Turkish imports dropped 
10.3% from the prior year 
to $30.5 billion in May, he 
noted. The country’s for-
eign trade deficit plunged 
47.8% to $6.5 billion in the 
same period, Bolat said, 
adding that the export-im-
port coverage ratio rose 
by 15.3 percentage points 
to 78.7% in May. In Janu-
ary-May, Türkiye’s exports 
hit $106.9 billion, a rise of 
4.5% from last year while its 
inbound shipments fell 9.3% 
to $143.7 billion. Thanks to 
an increase in exports and 
a decline in imports, Tür-
kiye’s trade gap shrank at 
a 34.4% annualized pace to 
$36.8 billion in the 5-month 
period.—APP

Sudan’s 
army, RSF 

paramilitaries  
clash renewed
Khartoum : Violent 
clashes broke out Sunday 
between the Sudanese 
army and members of the 
paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) in Khartoum, 
Al Jazirah and White Nile 
states and in the city of El 
Fasher, eyewitnesses told 
news agency. They said the 
army carried out air strikes 
on centres where the RSF 
gathered around the Jaili 
Petroleum Refinery north 
of the capital Khartoum, 
adding that thick columns 
of smoke were rising due 
to the strikes. The RSF still 
controls large areas in the 
city of Bahri north of Khar-
toum, including the Jaili 
refinery, while the army is 
stationed in several neigh-
bourhoods north of Bahri 
and at a weapons depot and 
Hattab and Kadroo bases in 
the city. Army warplanes 
also carried out raids in 
areas south of Khartoum 
and in Alkotainh district in 
White Nile state, according 
to eyewitnesses. The Wad 
Madani Resistance Com-
mittees said in a release 
that military aircraft car-
ried out raids against RSF 
gatherings in the village 
of Bika, west of the city of 
Wad Madani, the capital of 
Jazirah state.  Since Decem-
ber last year, the RSF has 
controlled several cities in 
the Jazirah state, including 
Wad Madani. Eyewitnesses 
said that clashes also re-
sumed between the army 
and RSF in northern and 
eastern El Fasher involving 
heavy weapons. They added 
that the army launched air-
strikes on RSF gatherings 
east of El Fasher. On Sun-
day, the UN International 
Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) announced that 
clashes had resumed Satur-
day between the army and 
RSF in several western and 
southeastern neighbour-
hoods of El Fasher, leading 
to the displacement of 250 
families and reports of casu-
alties.—APP

Rwanda 
asylum 

seekers’
 deportation 
starts July 23

LONDON: The British gov-
ernment says it intends 
to begin deporting asylum 
seekers on July 23, court 
documents showed on Mon-
day, although the controver-
sial scheme is dependent 
on Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak’s Conservative par-
ties winning the upcoming 
election. The policy of send-
ing asylum seekers who 
arrived in Britain to the 
East African nation is one 
of Sunak’s flagship policies 
but legal and parliamentary 
obstacles have meant it has 
never got off the ground. 
Sunak recently said the de-
portation flights would not 
leave before an election on 
July 4 but he has promised 
if he wins they would be-
gin soon after, although he 
is trailing the opposition 
Labour Party by about 20 
points in opinion polls and 
it has promised to scrap 
the plan. In documents sub-
mitted to the London High 
Court as part of a charity’s 
challenged to the policy, 
government lawyers said 
the intention was “to ef-
fect removals with a flight 
to Rwanda on 23 July 2024 
(and not before).” 

Muslim 
nations 

pressured  to 
normalize 
ties with 

Israel
Jakarta : The Indonesia 
foreign minister on Monday 
said Israel and its allies had 
been trying to get Muslim 
countries to normalize ties. 
“There are systematic ef-
forts by Israel and its allies to 
lobby and pressure Muslim 
countries into considering 
normalizing ties with Israel,” 
Retno Marsudi told a con-
ference at the Gadjah Mada 
University in Yogyakarta, 
central Java province. Jakarta 
has no diplomatic ties with 
Tel Aviv, but Israeli media 
recently claimed Indonesia 
was mulling establishing 
ties to gain entry to the Or-
ganization for Economic Co-
operation and Development 
(OECD). Israel is one of the 
members of the OECD, and 
Jakarta has to get its ap-
proval if it wants to have its 
membership bid accepted. 
The government has denied 
opening ties with Israel. The 
United Arab Emirates, Bah-
rain, Sudan and Morocco 
signed in 2020 US-brokered 
Abraham Accords.—APP

Pakistan, Korea pledge to 
strengthen economic coop

Islamabad : Federal 
Minister for Finance 
and Revenue Senator 
Muhammad Aurangzeb 
had a meeting with the 
Korean Ambassador 
and representatives 
of Korean Companies 
working in Pakistan at 
the Finance Division 
today. The Secretary, 
Ministr y of Communi-
cations, Chairman Na-
tional Highway Author-
it y (NHA), MD Private 
Power & Infrastructure 
Board (PPIB), and sen-
ior of f icers from rel -
evant ministries were 
also present in the 
meeting. The Korean 
Ambassador appreciat-
ed the Government’s 
economic initiatives 
and strong bilateral 
relations between Pa-
kistan and Korea. He 
emphasized the need 
to fully exploit the un-
tapped potential for 
further collaboration. 
Representatives from 

Korean companies 
briefed the Minister on 
their concerns regard-
ing project timelines 
and operational efficien-
cy. The Finance Minis-
ter underscored the sig-
nificant macroeconomic 
improvements and not-
ed the positive trend 
in foreign exchange re-
serves. Furthermore, 
Senator Mr. Muhammad 
Aurangzeb reiterated 
the commitment of the 
Government to address 
the challenges faced by 
Korean companies op-
erating in Pakistan and 
in this regard urged the 
relevant authorities to 
ensure their facilitation 
for smooth business op-
erations. The meeting 
concluded with a pledge 
to strengthen economic 
cooperation between Pa-
kistan and Korea and to 
work collectively towards 
addressing mutual con-
cerns for the benef it of 
both nations.—DNA
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Irans supreme leader Khamenei said that Palestine has turned into the number one issue of the world 
as students in American universities are chanting slogans to express their support for Palestine

UN experts call for 
Palestinian state recognition

Foreign Desk

GENEVA: A group of Unit-
ed Nations experts called 
on Monday for all countries 
to recognise a Palestinian 
state to ensure peace in 
the Middle East. The call 
came less than a week after 
Spain, Ireland and Norway 
officially recognised a Pal-
estinian state, prompting 
anger from Israel, which 
has found itself increasingly 
isolated after nearly eight 
months of war in Gaza. The 
experts, including the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the 
human rights situation in 
the Palestinian territories, 
said recognition of a Pales-

tinian state was an impor-
tant acknowledgement of 
the rights of the Palestini-
an people and their strug-
gle towards freedom and 
independence. “This is a 
pre-condition for lasting 
peace in Palestine and the 
entire Middle East – begin-
ning with the immediate 
declaration of a ceasefire 
in Gaza and no further 
military incursions into Ra-
fah,” they said. Slovenia’s 
government recognises 
Palestinian state, needs 
parliamentary approval “A 
two-state solution remains 
the only internationally 
agreed path to peace and 
security for both Palestine 
and Israel and a way out of 
generational cycles of vio-

lence and resentment.” Is-
rael’s Foreign Ministry did 
not respond immediately 
to a request for comment. 
With their recognition of 
a Palestinian state, Spain, 
Ireland and Norway said 
they sought to accelerate 
efforts to secure a ceasefire 
in Israel’s war with Hamas 
in Gaza. The three coun-
tries say they hope their de-
cision will spur other Euro-
pean Union states to follow 
suit. Denmark’s parliament 
later rejected a proposal 
to recognise a Palestinian 
state. Israel has repeatedly 
condemned moves to recog-
nise a Palestinian state, say-
ing they bolster Hamas. The 
conflict has killed more than 
36,000 Palestinians, accord-

ing to Gaza’s health ministry. 
Meanwhile,German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz on Sunday 
urged Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to sus-
tainably improve the human-
itarian aid and health care 
situation in Gaza. In a phone 
call with Netanyahu, Scholz 
also expressed satisfaction 
with U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s three-stage cease-
fire proposal, according to 
government spokesperson 
Steffen Hebestreit. The two 
also exchanged views on the 
regional situation, as Scholz 
shared his concerns over it 
escalating into a wider con-
flict. On Friday, Biden tout-
ed a new three-phase deal 
meant to end hostilities in 
the Gaza Strip.

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb 
 had a meeting with the Korean Ambassador and representatives of Korean Companies  

working in Pakistan.—DNA

Russia FM in 
Guinea amid Africa 

influence boost
MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
arrived on Monday in Guinea, his ministry said, the 
first trip by Moscow’s top diplomat to the West Af-
rican country since 2013. Russia, which has seen 
its relations with the West plummet after it sent 
troops into Ukraine in 2022, has sought to boost 
its influence in Africa in recent years. Russia’s for-
eign ministry announced the visit on the Telegram 
social media app with a photo of Lavrov at Conakry 
airport but did not provide details on the trip. Guin-
ea is poor despite considerable mineral and natural 
resources and has endured decades of dictatorial 
rule. State news agency Tass said Guinea would be 
part of a tour of African countries but did not give 
details on which other nations Lavrov would vis-
it. But Russian news agency afrinz.ru said he was 
expected in Chad on Wednesday “at the head of 
an important delegation”. The same article also 
said that a trip to Burkina Faso was possible, 
without providing a specific date. China could ar-
range Russia-Ukraine peace conference, Lavrov 
tells RIA In July, Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin invited African leaders to a summit in Saint 
Petersburg where he said they agreed to promote 
a multipolar world order and to fight neo-coloni-
alism. Putin hailed the “commitment of all our 
states to the formation of a just and democratic 
multipolar world order” during a statement to 
the media following the summit.—DNA

Islamic resistance in 
Lebanon  ‘anchor of 

regional stability
Tehran : Iran’s Acting Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani 
has described the Islamic Resistance in Lebanon as the “an-
chor of peace and stability” in West Asia. He made the re-
marks during a press conference with Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Abdallah Bou Habib in Beirut on Monday. “The 
firm and solid relations between Iran and Lebanon are criti-
cal to the region, just as the Islamic Resistance in Lebanon 
is the anchor of stability and peace in the region,” Bagheri 
Kani said, stressing that Iran has always sought Lebanon’s 
stability and development. He also noted that both he and 
the top Lebanese diplomat believe that all regional coun-
tries, especially the Muslim ones, should adopt a “collec-
tive approach” to confront the Zionists’ aggression against 
Palestine, especially in the city of Rafah in the southern 
Gaza Strip. He further said that the two sides had discussed 
the holding of an extraordinary meeting of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for “a joint and serious meas-
ure” against Israel. Israel waged a genocidal war on Gaza 
on October 7 after the Hamas resistance movement carried 
out its historic operation against the usurping entity in re-
taliation for the regime’s intensified atrocities against the 
Palestinian people. On May 7, the occupying regime began 
a ground offensive in Rafah.—Agencies 

The Korean Ambassador appreciated the government’s economic initiatives and strong  
bilateral relations between Pakistan and Korea. He emphasized the need to fully exploit  

the untapped potential for further collaboration

China and Russia are trying to 
undermine peace summit

Zelenskyy said Ukraine needs more mental health 
 workers for its soldiers

 MANILA : Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy met with the Philippine president on Monday in a rare Asian trip to urge 
regional leaders to attend a Swiss-organized global peace summit on the war in Ukraine that he accuses Russia, with China’s 
help, of trying to undermine. Zelenskyy arrived unannounced and under heavy security in Manila late Sunday after speaking 
over the weekend at the Shangri-La defense forum in Singapore. He was given a red-carpet welcome with military honors Mon-
day at the presidential palace before meeting with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., after which he left the Philippines. Marcos 
pledged that his country would take part in the peace summit, Philippine Communications Secretary Cheloy Garafil said. “I’m 
happy to hear today from you that you’ll participate in our peace steps,” Zelenskyy told Marcos. “It’s a very strong signal.” 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine needs more mental health workers for its soldiers. Marcos promised to help and welcomed a decision by 
Ukraine to open an embassy in Manila this year which would hasten efforts to deliver assistance. Top Philippine security official 
demands Chinese diplomats’ expulsion as territorial row escalates “We have ourselves been trying to promote the continuing 
adherence to international law in our part of the world,” Marcos said. “The issues that you are facing are similar and in parallel 
to ours and, therefore, the position the Philippines takes is always to promote peace.” Both leaders spoke critically of China 
at the Singapore forum, which was attended by top defense and government officials from around the world, including from 
Washington and Beijing. The talks were held amid the raging wars in Gaza and Ukraine as well as growing tensions and rivalry 
for influence between the United States and China in the Indo-Pacific region. At a news conference in Singapore on Sunday, 
Zelenskyy accused China of helping Russia to disrupt the Swiss-organized peace summit by pressuring other countries not 
to attend. “Russia, using Chinese influence in the region, using Chinese diplomats also, does everything to disrupt the peace 
summit,” he said, without elaborating. “This is unfortunate that such a big independent powerful country as China is an instru-
ment in the hands of (Russian leader Vladimir) Putin.” In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning denied 
the allegation. “Our position is open and transparent, and there is no such thing as pressuring other countries” Mao said. China 
has taken what it says is a neutral position on the war, putting it at odds with Ukraine, the U.S. and most of Europe. Its trade 
with Russia has grown, easing the economic impact of Western sanctions. American, Ukrainian and other intelligence agencies 
say there is evidence that Chinese parts are winding up in Russian weaponry, even if China is not directly arming its neighbor. 
Switzerland had been hoping China would attend the peace conference in mid-June, but Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning suggested Friday that was unlikely.  At the security forum, Zelenskyy urged top defense officials to participate in the 
talks in Switzerland, expressing disappointment over the failure of some countries to commit to attending. Ukraine, he said, has 
proposals to make at the summit as a basis for peace, addressing nuclear security, food security, the release of prisoners of war 
and the return of Ukrainian children abducted by Russia.—DNA
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Mexico elects Sheinbaum 
as first woman president

Mexico City: Claudia Sheinbaum has 
been elected as Mexico’s first woman pres-
ident in an historic landslide win. Mexico’s 
official electoral authority said preliminary 
results showed the 61-year-old former may-
or of Mexico City winning between 58% and 
60% of the vote in Sunday’s election. That 
gives her a lead of about 30 percentage 
points over her main rival, businesswoman 
XóchitlGálvez. MsSheinbaum will replace 
her mentor, outgoing President Andrés 
Manuel LópezObrador, on 1 October. MsS-
heinbaum, a former energy scientist, has 
promised continuity, saying that she will 
continue to build on the “advances” made 
by MrLópezObrador, further building on 
the welfare programmes which have made 
the outgoing president very popular. But in 
her victory speech she also highlighted what 
has set this Mexican election apart from 
previous ones. She told cheering voters: 
“For the first time in the 200 years of the 
[Mexican] Republic, I will become the first 
woman president of Mexico.” She said it was 
an achievement not just for her but for all 

women. “I’ve said it from the start, this is not 
just about me getting [to the top office], it’s 
about all of us getting here.” She added: “I 
won’t fail you.” MsSheinbaum also thanked 
her rival, XóchitlGálvez, who has conceded 
victory. Prior to running for president, MsS-
heinbaum was mayor of Mexico City, one 
of the most influential political positions in 
the country and one that is seen as paving 
the way for the presidency. – Agencies

Court Reporter 

Islamabad: Islamabad High Court (IHC) Monday ac-
cepted District and Sessions Judge ShahrukhArjumand’s 
request seeking transfer of the iddat case related to the 
marriage of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran 
Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi. The case has now been 
transferred to the court of Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Muhammad Afzal Majuka who will hear the 
case from now on. The IHC decision comes days after 
the judge wrote a letter to IHC registrar, stating that it 
will not be appropriate for him to announce the verdict 
in the aforementioned case due to reservations raised by 
Bushra’s former husband and petitioner KhawarManeka.
He requested the registrar to transfer Bushra and Khan’s 
appeals against conviction to another court. The judge, in 
his letter, also complained of repeated disruptions by Mane-
ka and his lawyers during the hearing. Judge Arjumand had 
written the letter after Maneka himself expressed his lack 
of confidence in the judge. During the hearing of the case 
conducted on May 29, the former first last’s ex-husband 
told the judge: “I don’t want you deciding this case.”
“What is the reason for this?” the judge asked while lamenting 
repeated expressions of no-confidence. “Tell me if there’s any 
concrete reason for this [...] some judge will decide the case 
eventually,” Judge Arujmand said while highlighting that the 
court has already dismissed a no-confidence motion filed by 

Maneka wherein he had expressed no confidence in the judge 
and requested that the case be transferred to another court. 
The same day, Maneka was also beaten by PTI lawyer in the 
premises of the court as he appeared for the hearing of the 
case. During the hearing of appeals filed by Bushra and Khan 
against conviction in the iddat case, Judge Arjumand went into 
his chamber without announcing the verdict.
Following the development, PTI lawyers hurled bottles in the 
courtroom which prompted Maneka’s lawyers to escort him 
out. However, while being escorted out, a PTI lawyer then 
attacked Maneka within the court premises after which he 
fell to the ground. The court, on May 23, had reserved the 
verdict on the appeals which was to be announced that day. 
Maneka had, in January, moved the court challenging Khan 
and Bushra Bibi’s marriage and terming their nikah as fraud-
ulent, stressing that the marriage was solemnised during her 
iddat (the time a woman goes into isolation after a divorce 
or her husband’s death). The trial court then handed down a 
seven-year sentence to the couple in February and imposed 
a fine of Rs500,000 each on the duo. In its 51-page detailed 
verdict, the court maintained that the record proves that both 
of the accused, Khan and Bushra, were in relation before the 
2018 “fraudulent” nikah. Commenting on the likelihood of 
the case’s verdict being issued in favour of Khan and Bushra 
Bibi, PTI Information Secretary Raoof Hasan earlier said: “We 
know what the decision of iddat case was to be announced on 
merit. In principle, the court should not be used for political 
matters, and the court should also not allow itself to be used.”

IHC transfers iddat case to 
another court on judge’s request

Case has been transferred to court of Additional 
District and Sessions Judge Muhammad Afzal Majuka

Briefs
CM KP 

announces 
free solar 

panels
Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) Chief Minister 
(CM) Ali Amin Gandapur 
on Monday announced to 
provide free solar panels to 
the people of the province. 
Addressing the provincial 
assembly, the chief minister 
said that the government 
would go with solar power 
and all official buildings and 
offices would be shifted to so-
lar power in the first phase.
He said that the provincial 
government would provide 
free solar panels to the peo-
ple. “People pay taxes so 
that they get benefits. The 
rulers should stop lavishing 
money on public money. We 
will cut 20 percent fuel al-
lowance (for the elite) very 
soon,” the chief minister 
said. CM Gandapur also 
accused the centre of ‘not’ 
providing due share to the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment. He said that the 
federal government has 
not provided the remaining 
Rs 100 billion for Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA), adding that if the 
dues are not released imme-
diately, the provincial gov-
ernment will take action. 

Christian man 
attacked in 

Sargodha dies
SARGODHA: A Christian 
man who became a target 
of an angry mob in Pun-
jab’s Sargodha district over 
alleged blasphemy suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 
Monday morning, police 
officials said.  According 
to RPO Sharik Kamal Sid-
diqui’s spokesperson, Na-
zirMasih, who was over 70 
years old, was under treat-
ment in CMH Hospital in 
Rawalpindi for nine days. 
Masih also had two surger-
ies but he couldn’t survive 
the injuries inflicted on his 
head, said the spokesper-
son. His postmortem has 
been conducted and he will 
be buried later today. 
According to the report, 
Masih died due to severe in-
juries to his head, said the 
hospital sources. 
The incident took place on 
May 25 in Sargodha after an 
angry mob tortured Masih 
for alleged blasphemy. 
The situation turned vio-
lent when enraged people 
attacked the victim’s house 
in the Mujahid Colony area, 
damaging his belongings 
and torching a shoe fac-
tory established within it. 
They also burnt tyres and 
damaged electricity instal-
lations in the area. 
Following the incident, at 
least 25 people were taken 
into custody by the police 
who also shifted the victim 
and his family to an undis-
closed location after rescu-
ing them. Sargodha Division 
Commissioner Muhammad 
Ajmal Bhatti pledged that 
those involved in the inci-
dent would be brought to 
justice after holding a trans-
parent inquiry into the inci-
dent. – Agencies

PBC condemns 
PTI’s ‘uncalled 
for’ demand 

from CJP
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Bar Council (PBC) on 
Monday condemned PTI’s 
“uncalled for” demand seek-
ing recusal of Chief Justice 
QaziFaez Isa from all the 
cases involving the party. 
PBC Vice Chairman Riazat 
Ali Sahar and Chairman of 
Executive Committee Fa-
rooq Hamid Naek have con-
demned the PTI’s demand 
that the chief justice should 
not sit on the benches hear-
ing the PTI-related cases 
and recuse himself from all 
such cases, alleging that the 
party isn’t getting justice 
since the top judge took 
over. According to a news-
paper, PTI spokesperson 
Raoof Hasan made these 
comments during an inter-
view with a private TV chan-
nel, wherein he complained 
that earlier, his party was 
not getting justice, but now, 
even its petitions were not 
being taken up. “PTI core 
committee wants that CJP 
Isa should not sit on bench-
es in our cases,” he added.

Iran: More 
candidates 
throw hats 
into ring

TEHRAN: More contend-
ers are throwing their hats 
into the ring for Iran’s up-
coming presidential elec-
tions on the fifth and final 
day of registration. A dozen 
candidates, including some 
prominent political figures, 
filed their nominations on 
Monday. The most high-pro-
file candidates who regis-
tered on Monday to run 
were Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad BaqerQalibaf 
and former first vice presi-
dent Es’haq Jahangiri.
Speaking to reporters after 
the registration, Qalibaf said 
the elites have called on him 
to join the race. He added 
that experience and skill 
are the key to conquer the 
peak. Jahangiri also told re-
porters that he has decided 
to enter the competition in 
the hope of taking steps to 
correct the existing wrong 
approaches and procedures 
and create new capacities.
The snap election is slated for 
June 28 and will elect a new 
president to replace Ebrahim-
Raeisi, who died in a tragic 
helicopter crash in northwest-
ern Iran on May 19 along with 
Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian and six of 
their companions. The candi-
dates must be vetted and ap-
proved by the Guardian Coun-
cil. The country’s 12-member 
election supervisory body will 
then release the final list of 
qualified candidates on June 
11. Those cleared by the vet-
ting body will have two weeks 
to campaign, present their 
manifestos and participate 
in televised debates before 
the election. – Agencies

Doubts grow over Gaza 
truce plan as battles rage

The health ministry said that the death toll from the ongoing 
Israeli aggression on Gaza since October 7, 2023, has climbed to 
36,479 martyrs and the number of the wounded surged to 82,777

News Desk 

RAFAH: Doubts were growing on Monday 
about a plan for a Gaza ceasefire and hos-
tage release deal outlined by US President 
Joe Biden as heavy fighting raged for a third 
day since his White House address. Biden 
on Friday presented what he labelled an Is-
raeli three-phase plan that would end the 
bloody conflict, free all hostages and lead 
to the reconstruction of the devastated Pal-
estinian territory without Hamas in power.
However, Netanyahu’s office stressed Satur-
day that Israel would push on with the war 
sparked by the October 7 attack by Pales-
tinian militants on southern Israel until all 
of its “goals are achieved” including the de-
struction of Hamas’s military and governing 
capabilities. Israeli media have questioned 
to what extent Biden’s speech and some 
crucial details were coordinated with Netan-
yahu’s team, including how long any truce 
would hold and how many captives would be 
freed when. Israeli media quoted Netanyahu 
as saying on Monday that the first phase 
of a US-promoted plan to wind down the 
Gaza war could be undertaken without 
necessary agreement on what follows. The 
leaked quotes from a closed-door parlia-
mentary meeting, which were not immedi-
ately confirmed by officials, suggested Is-
rael sees a possibility of entering an initial 
Gaza truce though it has ruled out ending 
the war as demanded by Hamas.
Mediators the United States, Qatar and 
Egypt later said they called “on both Hamas 
and Israel to finalize the agreement embod-

ying the principles outlined by President 
Joe Biden.” White House National Security 
Council spokesman John Kirby said Sun-
day that “we have every expectation that if 
Hamas agrees to the proposal... that Israel 
would say yes.” US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken “commended” Israel on the 
plan in a phone call with war cabinet mem-
ber Benny Gantz and Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant, the State Department said.
The Government Media Office (GMO) said 
that more than 3,500 children are at risk 
of death in the Gaza Strip due to the Israe-
li occupation’s policies of starvation, food 
shortages, lack of nutritional supplements, 
and prevention of aid, calling on the world 
to urgently save the lives of these children.
In a press release on Monday, the GMO 
elaborated that more than 3,500 children 
under the age of five are at risk of gradual 
death in the Gaza Strip due to the Israeli 
occupation’s policies of starving children, 
shortage of milk and food, lack of nutri-
tional supplements, deprivation of vaccina-
tions, and prevention of humanitarian aid 
for the fourth consecutive week amid ter-
rible international silence. These children 
suffer from advanced malnutrition, which 
has affected their body structure, making 
them vulnerable to infectious diseases that 
threaten their lives, delay their growth, and 
jeopardize their survival, the GMO stated, 
adding that they lack access to basic ser-
vices such as food, healthcare, and regular 
medical follow-up, with their conditions 
getting worse and more severe due to the 
deprivation of vaccinations and necessary 
medicinal doses in their early years of life.
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More than 
half of all 
structures 
in Gaza 

destroyed
Foreign Desk 

GAZA CITY: Almost 55% of Gaza's 
structures have been destroyed, dam-
aged, or possibly damaged since the 
war started in October, according to 
preliminary satellite analysis by the 
UN satellite analysis agency, UNOSAT, 
on X. According to our analysis, we 
identified 36,591 destroyed structures, 
16,513 severely damaged, 47,368 mod-
erately damaged, and 36,825 possibly 
damaged structures. A total of 137,297 
structures, or about 55% of the total 
in Gaza, are affected.   The post shows 
a satellite image taken on May 3 com-
pared with images taken in May a year 
earlier, last September, and on October 
15. In a statement, the UNOSAT said, 
“According to satellite imagery analy-

sis, Unosat identified 36,591 destroyed 
structures,” adding that it had seen 
“16,513 severely damaged structures, 
47,368 moderately damaged struc-
tures, and 36,825 possibly damaged 
structures of a total of 137,297 struc-
tures." “These correspond to around 
55 percent of the total structures in 
the Gaza Strip and a total of 135,142 
estimated damaged housing units,” it 
noted.  UNOSAT says the image com-
parisons show that Deir al-Balah and 
Gaza suffered the worst damage be-
tween April 1 and May 3.  An addition-
al 2,613 structures had been damaged 
in Deir al-Balah, while another 2,368 
had been damaged in Gaza in just over 
a month.  The Nuseirat municipality 
in Deir el-Balah suffered the greatest 
number of newly damaged structures 
during that period, standing at 1,216, 
the agency confirmed, as it highlighted 
that this data was still part of a pre-
liminary analysis yet to be validated 
in the field. A Palestinian official in 
Gaza reported on Sunday that approx-
imately 50,000 housing units have 
been demolished by Israeli occupation 
forces during their nearly eight-month-
long aggressive campaign in the north-
ern region of the territory. The chair-
man of the Emergency Committee for 
Northern Gaza municipalities empha-
sized that along with the destruction 
of homes, vital infrastructure, such as 
sewage networks and roads, has been 
extensively damaged across most mu-
nicipalities in Northern Gaza. 

PM’s China visit to become a 
milestone in bilateral ties: Envoy

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador in Pakistan Jiang Zai-
dong said on Monday that under the guidance of two leader-
ship and strong support from the people of both countries, 
the upcoming visit of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to Chi-
na would achieve complete success and become a milestone 
in the development of China-Pakistan relations.  The ambas-
sador in an interview with APP, a day before the prime min-
ister’s five-day visit from June 4-8, 2024 to China, said that 
all preparatory works had entered the final stage, and dis-
cussions on Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were 
in full progress. At the invitation of Premier Li Qiang, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz will pay an official visit to China. This is 
his first visit to China after assuming the office this year.
Highlighting the components of the visit, he said the prime 
minister would meet and have talks with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, Premier Li Qiang and Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National People’s Congress Zhao 
Leji. The leaders will have an in-depth exchange of views 
on China-Pakistan relations and issues of mutual interest, 
and jointly draw up a blueprint for the growth of bilateral 
relations. In addition to Beijing, the prime minister will visit 
Guangdong and Shaanxi. “China stands ready to work with 
Pakistan through this visit to make greater progress in our 
all-weather strategic cooperative partnership and take new 
steps in building of an even closer China-Pakistan communi-
ty with a shared future in the new era,” the envoy remarked. 
Calling China and Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative 
partners and ironclad friends, he said “Our friendship has 
stood the test of time and remained rock-solid and—to use a 
Chinese expression—“steady as Mount Tai.” – APP

APNS building 
bridges between 
Pakistan-China 
media outlets

Nazir Siyal

Karachi: Not many Pakistanis have visited China 
to this day, but we are working and remain hopeful 
to create more opportunities so our friends from 
Pakistan can visit China said Yang Yundong Consul 
General of the People’s Republic of China. He was 
hosting office bearers of the All Pakistan Newspa-
pers Society at the Consulate. ‘’Today we are happy 
to host you all friends at the Consulate for an au-
thentic Chinese dinner, and my heartiest greetings 
to Mr. Sarmad Ali on becoming Senator. We would 
like Pakistanis to visit China but unfortunately not 
many Pakistanis have visited China, he stated. We 
acknowledge Pakistan’s support to China in all fo-
rums. It is because of the significance of our friend-
ship. China is developing very fast, and the change 
is many a times a pleasant surprise for even Chi-
nese working abroad when they travel back home’’ 
said CG Yang He further added that our focus must 
be on more exchanges between the media outlets of 
both countries and APNS can play a role in bringing 
them together. The Second Phase of CPEC is more 
important and will focus on agriculture, industrial 
cooperation and trade for increasing exports from 
Pakistan and benefiting the lives of people at grass-
root level. The delegation of APNS was led by its 
Secretary General, Senator Sarmad Ali. While ex-
pressing his views, MrSarmad said that Pakistan 
is expecting to see investment in agriculture, min-
ing, hospitality & tourism as well as other sec-
tors from China. ‘’Gwadar needs to be developed 
as a model urban town and the new airport will 
provide more opportunities in increasing connec-
tivity. Proper real estate development along with 
hotels is also needed in Gwadar. Chinese media.


