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with Belarus
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to Ukraine
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UNRWA funding
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IMF bailout beats populism

Rs18 trillion budget ,

unveiled; relief for
govt employees

Govt aims for 3.6% GDP growth; sets challenging tax revenue target
of 13 trillion rupees to strengthen case for IMF deal; real estate
sector comes under heavy taxation; non-filers to pay more; paper

products to become costlier; cell phones prices likely to drop

Economists analyse
strengths, weaknesses

of federal budget

Traders' community

will talk to the

government regarding
the budget proposals

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE/KARA-
industry
leaders while expressing seri-
ous concerns over the federal
budget 2024-25, have labelled
the budget as anti-business and
anti-economy. LCCI President
Kashif Anwar giving his opinion
on the budget claimed that this

CHI: Business and

economy and the industry as
well. He said that the govern-
ment cannot run the economy
with this budget that was pre-
sented by Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb. LCCI chief
said that the traders’ communi-
ty will talk to the government
regarding the budget proposals.
He told the government that the
construction industry has to
be run otherwise the country’s
economy will not run. Kashif
Anwar claimed that the gov-
ernment has imposed a capital
gains tax on real estate while
advance tax for traders and

budget will increase inflation

and create difficulties for the

MQOM-P likely
to get 2 more
ministries
MQM-P and

BAP will get 2, 2
ministries each

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has de-
cided to expand the federal
cabinet after the budget
2024-25 and has invited
the Pakistan Peoples’ Party
(PPP), a key ally, to join the
federal government, a pri-
vate news channel reported
on Wednesday citing sourc-
es. Sources said that senior
political leaders from the
ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and allied parties will be
included in the cabinet af-
ter budget. MQM-Pakistan
(MQM-P) and Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) will
get 2, 2 ministries each,
they say Additionally, to
woo PPP, Federal Minister
Ahsan Igbal has been given
an important task by the
PML-N leadership.

Sindh likely

to present
budget on 14

NAzIr S1yAL

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
ernment is set to present
its budget for fiscal year
2024-2025 on June 14,
sources told on Wednesday.
According to the sources,
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah will present the pro-
vincial budget for the up-
coming financial year. At
least 10% to 15% increase
in the salary of Sindh’s gov-
ernment employees will be
proposed in the budget, said
the sources. They added
that no money will be allo-
cated for new development
schemes in Sindh’s budget
and that funds for develop-
ment projects will be re-
leased for ongoing projects.

India defeat USA

by 7 wickets in
T20 World Cup

Continued on Page 06

AnsAr BHaTTI / FarsaL SHEIKH/DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Budget 2024-25 with a total outlay of 18877
billion rupees has been announced with focus on fiscal consolidation and
relief measures for the common man. Presenting the budgetary propos-
als in the National Assembly [Wednesday], Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said the gross revenue receipts have been estimated at 17815
billion rupees. These include FBR’s revenue collection of 12970 billion
rupees and non-tax revenue 4845 billion rupees. The share of provinces in
the federal receipts will be 7438 billion rupees. The Finance Minister said
the growth rate is expected to be 3.6 percent during the next fiscal year.
Inflation is expected to be 12 percent, budget deficit 5.9 percent of GDP
and primary surplus will be one percent of GDP. He said that 9775 billion
rupees will be paid for interest payment. Muhammad Aurangzeb said 1400
billion rupees have been earmarked for the PSDP. An additional one hun-
dred billion rupees have been allocated through public-private partnership.
He said the development budget will be at the historic level of 1500 billion
rupees. He added that 2122 billion rupees will be provided for defence
requirement. The Finance Minister said that 839 billion rupees have been
reserved for the expenditure of civil administration, while 1,014 billion ru-
pees have been set aside for pension expenditure and 1,363 billion rupees
have allocated as subsidy on electricity, gas and other sectors. Muhammad
Aurangzeb said grants worth 1,777 billion rupees have been earmarked
for Benazir Income Support Programme, AJK, Gilgit-Baltistan, merged
districts, Higher Education Commission, Pakistan Railways and IT sector.
The Finance Minister said the major volume of development budget man-
ifests the government’s resolve to develop infrastructure, transportation,

Continued on Page 06

PM attends only 2 sittings

First 100 days of NA
'slow-paced': Fafen

Fafen report says “parliamentary transparency and
gender responsiveness” highlight of first 100 days

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The performance of Pakistan’s
16th National Assembly, which concluded its
first 100 days following the oath-taking of leg-
islators on February 29, has been described
as “slow-paced despite high attendance”. Ac-
cording to a report published by the Free and
Fair Election Network (Fafen), the assem-
bly’s focus on “parliamentary transparency
and gender responsiveness” was described
as a defining characteristic of NA’s first 100
days. The report added that the House en-
couraged bipartisanship by allocating nearly
54% of the time used for points of order to
the opposition. Following the February 8
general elections, the Pakistani government
descended into instability as no political par-
ty secured a clear majority. However, sever-
al of the winning parties formed an alliance
with the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), forming a coalition government at
the Centre. The PML-N, therefore, formed
the federal government with the support of

Continued on Page 06

Omer accuses
government's

of destroying
economy

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Opposition Leader in Na-
tional Assembly Omer Ayub Wednes-
day fiercely criticized the government’s
economic policies during a conversa-
tion with the media in his chamber.
He accused the government of destroy-
ing the economy, predicting a further
decline in the growth rate in the next
financial year. “The government has
destroyed the economy,” Ayub stated,
highlighting that the country has seen
the least investment in its history and

Continued on Page 06

Victims were interrogated or abused while naked or
partially dressed, blindfolded, and were made to kneel or
keep their hands tied behind their backs, report found

NEws DESK

NEW YORK: An independent United Na-
tions investigation has concluded that Israel
has committed crimes against humanity, in-
cluding the crime of “extermination,” during
its unrelenting aerial and ground offensives
against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. “The
crimes against humanity of extermination;
murder; gender persecution targeting Pales-
tinian men and boys; forcible transfer; and
torture and inhuman and cruel treatment
were committed,” the Commission of In-
quiry said in a Wednesday report, due to be
presented to the UN Human Rights Council
next week. The siege of Gaza represents a
“collective punishment against the civilian
population,” according to the UN report,
which censured Israel for withholding wa-
ter, food, electricity, fuel and humanitarian
aid for “strategic and political gains.” The
report went on to detail cases of sexual vi-
olence by Israeli forces in both Gaza and

Continued on Page 06

US will try to bridge
Israel-Hamas gaps
on deal: Blinken

ForeigN DESK

DOHA: Secretary of State Antony Blink-
en vowed Wednesday to strive for a
Gaza ceasefire agreement, saying not
all Hamas demands were acceptable
but voicing hope gaps could be closed.
Consulting with key mediator Qatar on
the Hamas response to US President
Joe Biden’s plan, Blinken said the Pal-
estinian group could have given a “clear
and simple yes” but voiced guarded
hope for moving forward. “We believe
that some of the requested changes
are workable and some are not,” Blink-
en told reporters in Doha. “And so we
have to see on an urgent basis over

Continued on Page 06

Shehbaz
welcomes
Finland
support

President Stubb had
congratulated Pakistan
on winning the UN
Security Council’s non-
permanent membership

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday lauded Fin-
land’s support to Pakistan
in winning a non-permanent
seat on the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)
for 2025-26. In response
to Finnish President Alex-
ander Stubb’s remarks on
X, the prime minister ap-
preciated their support to
Pakistan and reiterated his
country’s resolve to work for
upholding international law
and the UN Charter. Earlier,
President Stubb had con-
gratulated Pakistan, Den-
mark, Greece, Panama, and
Somalia on winning the UN
Security Council’s non-per-
manent membership. The
Finnish president also ex-
tended best wishes to Paki-
stan, besides assuring collab-
oration in strengthening UN
and international system.
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb parented the Federal Budget 2024-2025 before
the National Assembly of Pakistan. — DNA

Electoral transparency

Achakzai to lead
talks with govt,
political parties

Negotiations to include talks on constitutional boundaries
of state institutions, release of workers and leaders

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Wednesday picked Pashtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PKMAP) Chairman
Mahmood Khan Achakzai to lead the nego-
tiations via opposition alliance’s platform
Tehreek-e-Tahafuz Ayeen (TTAP), a private
news channel reposted citing sources. The
development comes after the PTI leader-
ship supported using the TTAP’s platform
for negotiating with the stakeholders, the
sources added. Meanwhile, PkMAP chief
Achakzai, who will be given full authority
to lead the talks, will take further steps in
this regard once the PTI finalises its deci-
sion. With the development of a consensus
of all the stakeholders on a common char-
ter serving as the basis of the talks, the
negotiations will revolve around matters
pertaining to the release of incarcerated
leaders and workers, electoral transparen-
cy, and the constitutional boundaries of the

Continued on Page 06

PML-N leadership has contacted
Balochistan CM Sarfraz Bugti
and Qamar Zaman Kaira
regarding the matter

MEenTAB P1rRZADA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has decided to expand the fed-
eral cabinet after the budget and has
invited the Pakistan Peoples’ Party
(PPP) to join the government formal-
ly. According to the report published
today, senior political leaders from
the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and allied parties will
be included in the cabinet. The publi-
cation stated that the prime minister

Continued on Page 06

More than 1.5M Muslims
arrive in Mecca for Hajj

One of the world’s largest
religious gatherings,
the Hajj is one of the
Five Pillars of Islam

AGENCIES

MECCA: Muslim pilgrims have been
streaming into Saudi Arabia’s holy city
of Mecca ahead of the start of the Hajj
later this week, as the annual pilgrimage
returns to its monumental scale. Saudi
officials say more than 1.5 million foreign
pilgrims have arrived in the country by
Tuesday, the vast majority by air, from
across the world. More are expected,
and hundreds of thousands of Saudis and
others living in Saudi Arabia will also join
them when the pilgrimage officially begins
on Friday. Saudi officials have said they
expect the number of pilgrims this year
to exceed 2023, when more than 1.8 mil-
lion people performed Hajj, approaching
pre-pandemic levels. In 2019, more than

2.4 million Muslims made the pilgrim-
age. Saudi authorities control the flow of
pilgrims through quotas, allowing each
country one pilgrim for every thousand
Muslim citizens. The pilgrims included
4,200 Palestinians from the occupied West
Bank who arrived in Mecca earlier this
month, according to the Palestinian Min-
istry of Awqaf and Religious Affairs. Pal-
estinians in Gaza were not able to travel
to Saudi Arabia for Hajj this year, because
of the Israeli brutal war on Gaza. “We are
praying for Palestine to be free and (for
Palestinians) to liberate their land and
to be like other nations, to live in peace
and not always to have war,” said Ibra-
him al-Hadhari, an Algerian pilgrim, as he
was standing in the Grand Mosque court
waiting for evening prayers. On Tuesday,
pilgrims thronged the Grand Mosque in
Mecca, performing a ritual circuit walk-
ing seven times around the Kaaba, the
cube-shaped structure inside the mosque
that is considered Islam’s holiest site.
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JUNE 2024

Pakistan’s Premier News &
Diplomatic Affairs Magazine

Find us on:
www.centreline.com.pk
www.dnanews.com.pl
www.islamabadpost.com.pk

W @Postislamabad/ @Editordnanews

A sister concern of

liamlalPOST

(-8 Markez, Islamabad-Pakistan
Ph: 051-2261960, 051-2266165




02

NATIONAL

Iskmahal POST

Thursday, June 13,2024

Azerbaijan, Pak
enhance defence
and aviation ties

The Minister highlighted the importance of bilateral brotherly
relations between two countries which are based on historical,

DNA

ISLAMABAD:.E Mr. Khazar Farhadov,
Ambassador of Azerbaijan called on
Minister for Defence, Defence Pro-
duction and Aviation, H.E. Mr. Khawa-
ja Muhammad Asif in Islamabad today.
Federal Minister welcomed the digni-

resources,

cultural and religious commonalities

tary and stated that Pakistan views
Azerbaijan as an important country
due to its strategic location, immense
progressive outlook and
fast growing economy. The Minister
highlighted the importance of bilateral
brotherly relations between two coun-
tries which are based on historical, cul-
tural and religious commonalities. Min-

ister expressed the desire to enhance
the relations in relevant fields, including
defence, defence industry and aviation
which have immense potential to grow
to the benefit of both countries. He also
impressed upon the need of continued
interaction between higher military
and defence level leadership of the two
countries.

CDAto
renovate
Islamabad’s
commercial
buildings

ISLAMABAD : Capital Devel
opment Authority has decided
to improve/renovate buildings
of marakiz and Blue Area of
Islamabad. This decision was
taken in a meeting chaired by
Chairman CDA Muhammad
Ali Randhawa. The meeting
was attended by officers of
CDA.Chairman CDA said that
a businessfriendly incentive
plan should be presented
within a week to improve the
condition of the buildings. He
further said that incentives
will be given to the owners of
the old buildings of Aabpara
Market, Blue Area, G6, F6
and other commercial centers
in accordance with the new
regulations. He further said
that incentives should be giv-
en to the owners of buildings
of these marakiz considering
contemporary needs and for
boosting business activities in
the city. It was decided in the
meeting that action will be tak
en after June 30, 2024 against
the buildings constructed and
under construction without the
approval of CDA. Therefore,
the owners should apply for the
approval of the building plan
before 30 June 2024.—APP
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Indus Telemetry system
revolutionizes KP
irrigation monitoring

PESHAWAR : In a landmark
development, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government with
support from the USAID
and the International Wa-
ter Management Institute
(IWMI)-deployed the Indus
Telemetry System across
11 main irrigation canals in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).
This cutting-edge technology
will revolutionize water man-
agement and reporting in the
province’s irrigation system.
Minister of Irrigation for Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Aqib Ullah
Khan officially launched the
Indus Telemetry System at
a ceremony held here on
Wednesday. “The deploy-
ment of the Indus Telemetry
System marks a transform-
ative step in our efforts to
ensure sustainable water

management and equitable
distribution. This technology
will enhance our capacity to
manage water resources effi-
ciently and transparently,” he
stated during the ceremony.
“Indus Telemetry utilizes
advanced sensors to moni-
tor flow depth and velocity
for estimating actual flows at
remote canal locations,” ex-
plained Dr. Mohsin Hafeez,
Director, Water, Food & Eco-
systems and Country Repre-
sentative of IWMI/Pakistan.
“This flow data is transferred
securely via GSM technology
to a cloud server, where it is
processed and archived. Re-
altime flow data is then dis-
played on live data screens
accessible to key stakehold-
ers, providing the KP Irriga-
tion Department with instant

access to flow records and
essential seasonal reports for
the Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA),” Dr. Mohsin
elaborates. The sensors have
been strategically installed
on the Upper Swat Canal,
Tanda Irrigation Main Canal,
Pehur High Level Canal, and
others, ensuring comprehen-
sive coverage. The Khanpur
Dam Left Bank Canal, an
inter provincial canal, is also
monitored by Indus Teleme-
try to oversee water transfer
between KP and Punjab. Dr.
Azeem Ali Shah, Researcher
at IWMI and the Chief of Par-
ty for USAIDfunded Water
Management for Enhanced
Productivity said, “Indus
Telemetry is a pivotal step
towards bringing transpar-
ency, accountability.—APP

PESHAWAR: A skilled blacksmith repairs a meat mince machine at his workshop near the Old
GTS bus stop, ensuring seamless work for the Eid ul-Adha feasts ahead.—APP

LAHORE : Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar is actively
engaged in addressing the is-
sues and problems of police
personnel and their families.
In this regard, the IG Punjab
held a meeting with police
officials and their families at
the Central Police Office and
issued directives regarding
relief measures after hearing
their requests. According to
details, IG Punjab forwarded
the request for the recruit-
ment of the son of Inspector
Ahmad Ali (late) from his wid-
ow to the Additional IG Pun-
jab for necessary action. Dr.
Usman Anwar directed DIG
Establishment-2 to provide re-
lief regarding the employment
of the son of ASI Muhammad
Akram (martyred) upon the
request of his widow. Upon the
request for granting the status
of a Ghazi to Inspector Shakil
Ahmed, IG Punjab instructed
AIG Discipline for disciplinary
action based on merit. On the
request for departmental
promotion by Inspector Syed
Khawar Hussain, Dr. Usman
Anwar directed Additional IG
Punjab to provide relief. Fur-
thermore, upon the request
for a medical grant for the
operation of Constable Saeed
Ahmed form Rahim Yar Khan
Police, DIG Welfare was direct-
ed to provide relief. IG Punjab
also issued directives regard-
ing other requests related to
discipline, recruitment, and
welfare matters. IG Punjab
Dr. Usman Anwar empha-
sized that the timely resolu-
tion of issues faced by police
personnel and their families is
a top priority, and every possi-
ble step will be taken to ensure
their welfare—APP

PIAF nominates Shah Alam
leader for LCCI polls

LAHORE The Pakistan Industrial and Traders Associations Front (PIAF) has announced to nominate Shah Alam Market
leader Rana Nisar as its new candidate for Lahore Chamber election 2024 from the Shah Alam Market Board during their visit
to the Piaf Office. A trade delegation under the leadership of Khawaja Amir, President Central Shah Alam Market Board and
Secretary General Rana Nisar, Shah Alam Market Board officials and members along with the Presidents General Secretaries
of the main markets of Lahore arrived at the main office of PIAF. Patron PIAF Mian Anjum Nisar, Chairman PIAF Fahimur Rah-
man Saihgol, Former Chairman PIAF Muhammad Ali Mian, Mian Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice Chairman PIAF Nasrullah Mughal,
Vice Chairman PIAF Tahir Manzoor Chaudhary, Senior Vice President Lahore Chamber Zafar Mehmood, other leaders of PIAF
received them. Patron Chief PIAF Mian Anjum Nisar and Chairman PIAF Fahimur Rahman Saihgol, addressing the delegation,
said that PIAF has an excellent record of 22 years of service to the business community because PIAF brings qualified and work-
ing people to Lahore to advocate for the business community. Fahimur Rahman Saihgol said that Rana Nisar from Shah Alam
Market Board will prove to be a strong candidate due to his extensive experience in dealing with market problems and serving
traders. Mian Anjum Nisar provisionally nominated Rana Nisar as a hopeful from the PIAF in the Associate Class which the
House applauded and supported. He advocated for the policy rate to be reduced to a single-digit figure to alleviate the financial
burden on the business community and stimulate economic activity. Anjum Nisar highlighted that the tight monetary policy,
combined with the government’s significant domestic borrowing, has left minimal room for business growth. He stressed the
urgent need for the government to freeze both domestic and foreign borrowing and to devise a comprehensive strategy to show-
case Pakistan’s economic potential to international investors. He proposed a 300-500 basis points reduction in the policy rate,
potentially bringing it down to 15 percent, a level last seen several years ago. This anticipated cut is supported by several
favorable economic indicators, including a significant decline in inflation rates. Anjum Nisar also pointed out a decline in
yields for government securities in both primary and secondary markets since the last monetary policy announcement in
April 2024. In the primary market, yields across various tenors have decreased, with reductions of 0.6 percent in 3-month
yields, 0.38 percent in 6-month yields, and 0.80 percent in 12-month yields. Similar trends have been observed in the
secondary market. On this occasion, he condemned the central bank, stating the policy rate should be further re-
duced. In the budget, relief should be given to exports so that exports can be increased. In the last one month, only
3.5 billion dollars of remittances have come, which can be increased further. Issues of importers related to banking
sector are still unresolved and State Bank should streamline the banking system, he added.—APP

NCRC launches state of
children in Pakistan Portal

It will empower policymakers, researchers, and practitioners to make evidence-based
decisions and interventions that directly impact the lives of children in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD The Na-
tional Commission on the
Rights of Child (NCRC)
commemorated the World
Day Against Child Labour
by launching the State of
Children in Pakistan portal
and presenting its annual
report for 2023-24.

This event marks a signif-
icant step forward in the
fight against child labour
and the promotion of chil-
dren’s rights in Pakistan.
In her welcome remarks,
Chairperson NCRC Ayesha
Raza Farooq emphasized,
“As we leave this room to-
day, let us commit to becom-

ing advocates for change.
Speak up against the silent
exploitation happening in
our midst. Let us not nor-
malize young boys and girls
working in our neighbor-
hoods, sometimes in our
own homes.“ Speaking as
the chief guest, Minister
of Law and Justice and Hu-
man Rights, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, affirmed the
government’s commitment,
stating, “The Ministry of
Human Rights is fully com-
mitted to supporting the
efforts of the NCRC in their
mission to end child labour
and bring about legislative

reforms. I am pleased to
announce that the compre-
hensive bill ‘Prohibition of
Child Labour in Domestic
Work 2024’ drafted by the
NCRC is being considered
at the highest forum of
the National Task Force
on Human Rights.” The
event was participated
by a broad spectrum of
stakeholders, including
international and nation-
al non-governmental or-
ganizations, embassies,
high commissions, donor
agencies, government rep-
resentatives, civil society
organizations and child

rights experts. At the
event’s conclusion, digni-
taries, including the chief
guest and Commission
members, jointly launched
the State of Children in
Pakistan portal and the
NCRC’s annual report
for April 2023 to March
2024. The report details
the Commission’s achieve-
ments, including the
launch of a three-year stra-
tegic plan, partnerships
with national and interna-
tional organizations, re-
search publications, policy
briefs and significant ad-
vocacy efforts. The State

of Children in Pakistan
portal is a groundbreaking
initiative that provides a
comprehensive knowledge
hub for all stakeholders in-
volved in child rights. This
platform serves as a repos-
itory of valuable resources,
including data, reports, ar-
ticles, research studies, and
national and international
legal and policy frame-
works. It will empower poli-
cymakers, researchers, and
practitioners to make evi-
dence-based decisions and
interventions that directly
impact the lives of children
in Pakistan.—APP

IIUI engineering
students showcase
talents in Open House

ISLAMABAD: The students
of International Islamic Uni-
versity Islamabad (IIUI)
showcased around 100 inno-
vative projects at the Open
House organised by the Fac-
ulty of Engineering and Tech-
nology (FET) on Wednesday.
The event, held at the uni-
versity’s new campus, was
inaugurated by Rector IIUI,
Prof. Dr Samina Malik. She
emphasised the importance
of fostering interactions
between technology and en-
gineering students and the
industry, asserting that a
strong link between academ-
ia and industry can address
numerous challenges. Prof.
Dr Samina Malik praised
the displayed projects and
encouraged students to de-
velop prototypes that could

be transformed into practical
applications. She highlighted
the potential of the country’s
talented engineers to tackle
issues such as power short-
ages through innovative pow-
er generation solutions.

The IUI rector showed par-
ticular interest in Al-based
and solar energy projects,
emphasising the need for col-
laboration between univer-
sities and industry to solve
critical national problems.
She noted the impressive
efforts of both male and fe-
male students in presenting
their talents. She said the
event highlighted the uni-
versity’s commitment to
producing graduates who are
well-equipped to contribute
to the nation’s technological
advancement. Students ex-

plained their projects to vis-
itors, including invigilators,
industry representatives and
the chief guest. The show-
cased projects featured solar
power solutions for farming,
automobiles, and hospi-
tals, as well as Al-based
vertical farming  Kkits,
health-related devices,
smart energy meters, wa-
ter distribution systems,
grid-tie inverters, and var-
ious power generation in-
itiatives. The ITUI Rector
was accompanied by the
Vice President Research
and Enterprise, Prof. Dr
Ahmed Shuja Syed, Dean
FET, Dr Khan Zeb Jadoon,
heads of departments
within the faculty, deans
of various faculties, and
other relevant officials.

NAB probes sugar broker’s
mysterious disappearance

LAHORE: National Ac-
countability Bureau
(NAB) Lahore Director
General Amjad Majeed
Aulakh takes swift ac-
tion against a mega sugar
scam by authorizing an
instant inquiry into the
disappearance of a sug-
ar broker named Sheikh
Rashid, who absconded
with billions of rupees in
investments from traders
and sugar stockists across
Punjab. Keeping in view,
a high-level investigation
team has been constituted
to probe the multibillion
scam that has left count-
less investors of Pun-
jab and several cities of
Sindh, in distress. As per
details, the NAB investi-
gation team’s initial raids
uncover a web of deceit

by revealing warehouses
and shops in Sadigabad,
being used to stock mis-
appropriated commodities
by accused Sheikh Rashid
and his accomplices. Tak-
ing decisive action under
Section 12 of NAO 1999,
DG NAB freezes all prop-
erties and stocked com-
modities owned by the
accused persons and ap-
points Assistant Commis-
sioner (AC) Sadigabad as
“Receiver” for the frozen
assets. It’s pertinent to
mention here that NAB
Lahore is pursuing a ro-
bust investigation against
prime accused Sheikh
Raashid along with ac-
complices named Kashif
Ali and Faisal Ali, under
the National Account-
ability Ordinance,1999

and Anti-Money Laun-
dering Act,2010 and
investigating the mis-
appropriation of public
funds worth billions.
Chairman NAB, Lt. Gen
(r) Nazir Ahmed has is-
sued clear instructions
for employing priority
to the cases pertaining
to general public invest-
ments to ensure justice
is served. In this regard,
NAB Lahore urges all
affected investors of the
Sugar Scam to remain
calm and cooperate with
the ongoing investiga-
tions. However, all those
affectees who have not
contacted the Bureau,
till date, are encouraged
to submit their claims in
NAB Lahore without any
delay.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JUNE

June 02/Itlay
National/Independence
Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces Day

June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day (National
Day)

June 10/Jordan
Arab Revolution&
Army Day

June 11/United king-
dom
Birthday of Her Majes-
ty The Queen Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines
Independence Day

June 12/Russian Fed-
eration
Day of Sovereignty of
the Russian Federa-
tion(National Day)

June 13/Zambia
Armed Forces day

June 17/Iceland
National Day
June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day

Hotels &
_Restaurants

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

»
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092
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Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

"W g

Shifa International 4603666
g

ﬁ: L
!@ﬁu 4

Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA.....coeevvennes 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Pakistan keen to expand
relations with Belarus: Asif

Belarus is an

i"*-.t'
important country :'; "é’

and Pakistan
attaches great

importance

to its bilateral

relations with
Belarus. Matters
of mutual interest,

particularly

cooperation in the
field of defence
production came
under discussion

DNA

ISLAMABAD: H.E Andrei Me-
telitsa Ambassador of Belarus
called on Minister for Defence
& Defence Production Khawaja
Muhammad Asif at his office in
Islamabad today. Federal Min-
ister warmly welcomed the Am-
bassador and appreciated the
existing mutual goodwill and bi-
lateral cooperation. Belarus is an
important country and Pakistan
attaches great importance to its
bilateral relations with Belarus.
Matters of mutual interest, par-
ticularly cooperation in the field
of defence production came un-
der discussion. Defence Minister

expressed that the high-level vis-
its between two countries have ex-
tensively contributed to strength-

=

ening the bilateral relations.
Federal Minister also opined that
Pakistan and Belarus share a cor-

dial history of bilateral relations
in economy, trade and defence.
The Minister emphasized the

need for furthering existing levels
of cooperation between the two
countries.

Government employees

DNA

ISLAMABAD: On the eve of
the federal budget unveil-
ing, government employ-
ees, united under the All
Government Employees
Grand Alliance (AGEGA),
staged a demonstration
in front of the Pak Sec-
retariat on Wednesday.
The Federal Government
College Teachers Asso-
ciation (FGCTA) being a
component of AGEGA,
also joined the protest,
amplifying the call for re-
forms in allowances and
pensions. The gates of
the Pak Secretariat were
locked early in the morn-

ing in anticipation of the
protests. The demonstra-
tors, carrying banners and
placards, voiced their de-
mands for pay raises and
pension reforms. The key
demands put forth by the
protestors encompassed
a spectrum of financial
concerns. They called for
a 200% increase in house
rent allowance, medical al-
lowance, and conveyance
allowance.  Additionally,
they demanded a reduc-
tion in pay disparities
between employees of
ministries and attached
departments, emphasiz-
ing the need for equitable
compensation across the
government  workforce.

stage protest

The call for a 100% in-
crease in pensions res-
onated strongly among
the protestors, who were
also against proposed
amendments to pension
rules. Dr. Rahima Re-
hman, president of the
FGCTA, highlighted the
significant salary gaps be-
tween employees of min-
istries/divisions and those
of attached departments,
advocating for measures
to bridge this disparity.
Professor Farhan Azam,
senior vice president of
FGCTA, urged for the
unfreezing of allowances
by the government, link-
ing their adjustment to
inflation rates to ensure

they remain relevant and
adequate. Professor Tahir
Bhatti, the general sec-
retary of the association
emphasized the need for
government policies to
prioritize the welfare of
less privileged employees
over adherence to IMF di-
rectives, citing poverty reduc-
tion as a central concern. Mr.
Rehman Bajwa, chief coordi-
nator of AGEGA, staunchly
demanded a 100% increase in
pensions and voiced opposi-
tion to proposed amendments
in pension rules. He asserted
that any changes to pension
regulations should not affect
existing employees, but rath-
er be implemented for new
hires.

PRCS empowers flood
affected families

FaisaL SHEIKH

[ISLAMABAD: Under the
leadership of Chairman Sar-
dar Shahid Ahmed Laghari,
the Pakistan Red Crescent
Society (PRCS), in collabo-
ration with the International
Federation of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC), has successfully
distributed 210 loader rick-
shaws to families affected by
the monsoon floods of 2022.
This initiative forms a crucial
part of PRCS’s Livelihood As-
sistance Program during the
Recovery Phase.

The loader rickshaws have
been allocated to deserving
families in five districts of
Sindh  province, including
Dadu, Khairpur, Shikarpur,
Larkana, and Qambar Shah-
dadkot, with each district
receiving 35 rickshaws. Addi-
tionally, 35 loader rickshaws
were distributed in Jaffarabad
district of Balochistan. The dis-

tribution of loader rickshaws
in Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa will take place after
Eid-alAdha. This initiative
aims to strengthen the affect-
ed communities by providing a
source of income. It is part of
PRCS’s ongoing efforts to em-
power communities to regain
their livelihoods and move to-
wards a brighter future. The
distribution ceremonies took
place during the first and sec-
ond weeks of June, attended by
Secretary General PRCS, Mu-
hammad Abaidullah Khan, Dr.
Asfar Shams, Health Coordina-
tor, IFRC Country Delegation
Pakistan, officials from the pro-
vincial and district branches of
PRCS and IFRC Country Dele-
gation, volunteers, community
members, and local notables.
PRCS Chairman Sardar Sha-
hid Ahmed Laghari praised
the relentless dedication of
PRCS staff and volunteers,
who continue to provide cru-
cial support to flood-affected
communities. He emphasized

PRCS'’s steadfast commitment
to restoring normalcy through
multifaceted programs, includ-
ing livelihood assistance, shel-
ter construction, cash assis-
tance, and health and hygiene
initiatives. “We remain dedi-
cated to our mission of serving
humanity and stand ready to
support communities in their
journey towards recovery and
resilience,” Chairman Laghari
stated. “Our efforts are ongo-
ing, and with the support of
our partners and the tireless
work of our team, we are
making significant strides in
helping communities rebuild
their lives.” According to Piwi
Ophoff, Head of Country Del-
egation, IFRC Pakistan, “IFRC
is supporting PRCS in the im-
plementation of the Flood Re-
covery Programme, through
which, as one of the livelihood
activities, the distribution
of loader carts among the
flood-affected communities
will help them recover from
the impacts of the 2022.

Islamabad: June 12, 2024
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has expressed
deep grief and sorrow over
the martyrdom of two An-
ti-Narcotics Force (ANF) per-
sonnel and a civilian in firing
by drug traffickers at Tarkai
Toll Plaza in Jhelum. The In-
terior Minister paid rich trib-
ute to the martyrs, including
Head Constable Gulzar and
Lance Naik Mazhar, and of-
fered condolences to their
families. He prayed that
May Allah Almighty elevate
the ranks of martyrs and
grant patience and strength
to their loved ones. Mohsin
Nagqvi said that the sacrifices
of the ANF personnel who
laid down their lives in the
operation against drug traf-
fickers will not go in vain.
He further stated that those
who gave their lives for the
national mission to eradicate
the menace of drugs are our
true heroes.

Two-day travel, tourism
symposium concludes

ISLAMABAD: The Travel
and Tourism Symposium
jointly organised by Paki-
stan Tourism Development
Corporation and World
Bank Pakistan at Pakistan
National Council of Arts
(PNCA) concluded here
the other day. During the
concluding ceremony of
the Symposium themed
“Building National Econ-
omy through Tourism”,
Chairman Prime Minister’s
outh Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
participated as a special
guest. The two-day event
was attended by various

tour operators including
more than 400 national
and international tourism
experts, industry experts
and decision-makers for
the sustainable develop-
ment of the tourism indus-
try and development of a
future roadmap. On the
second day of the symposi-
um, the provincial tourism
departments informed
the participants about the
tourism destinations in
their provinces and the
investment opportunities.
Rana Mashhood Ahmad
Khan said in his address
that he will put all the

suggestions given by the
participants and stake-
holders of the conference
before the prime minister
so that the problems faced
in the tourism sector can
be solved urgently.

He assured that the gov-
ernment of Pakistan will
use all its resources to
promote tourism and in
this regard, in the com-
ing days, the government
is bringing two pilot pro-
jects for the promotion
of tourism, including
double-decker buses for
Islamabad and setting
up an eco-friendly village

in Shakar Pariyaan Is-
lamabad. He especially
thanked all the foreign
delegates and investors
who participated in the
conference and congrat-
ulated MD PTDC and his
team for organising such
a successful conference.
In his closing address,
Managing Director of Paki-
stan Tourism Development
Corporation, Aftab Ahmad
Rana said that the tourism
industry is a challenge. The
purpose of the event was to
bring together tourism stake-
holders to benefit from each
other’s experiences.—APP

AIOU announces
registration
deadline

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) has an-
nounced the course registration deadline until June 27, 2024
on the CMS portal. This extension applies to students who
did not pass their matriculation or FA exams and received
FER-1 or FER-2 results in the Autumn 2023 semester, said a
press release issued on Wednesday. “FER1” signifies the first
reappear chance in the final exam, while “FER2” indicates the
second chance. Students can obtain more information about
reappearing in exams from their nearest regional offices. The
university has issued a new schedule for the postponed ex-
aminations on Yom e Takbeer across the country and In Azad
Jammu and Kashmir due to law and order issues. The post-
poned exams on Youm e Takbeer will now be held on June
28 in exam centers across the country. In Azad Kashmir,
the postponed exams that were scheduled for May 10, will be
held on July 3, those for May 11 will be conducted on June 29,
exams scheduled for May 13, will be held on July 1 and the
postponed exams for May 14 will now be held on July 2. The
new date sheet has been uploaded on the university’s web-
site. Previously issued roll number slips will be acceptable
for the exams and there will be no change in the examination
centers. Meanwhile, a webinar on “Early Childhood Edu-
cation and Development” was organized by the Department of
Early Childhood Education and Elementary Teacher Education,
Faculty of Education, AIOU, Dean Faculty of Education, Prof. Dr
Fazal Ur Rehman presided over the seminar. The keynote speak-
ers included Dr Le Roux Gerturelda from the University of South
Africa, Dr Shaleena Bhamani from Aga Khan University and
Pari Bano from the Rupani Foundation. -DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Coca-Cola
Company has appointed
Volkan Ongii¢ as new Vice
President for Pakistan and
Afghanistan of Eurasia &
Middle East Operation Unit
of the company. Volkan’s
professional experience in
commercial management,
business development, and
sales spans over two dec-
ades. His expertise in rev-
enue growth management,
both in Turkey and inter-
nationally, have been a key
asset for the Company since
he joined in April 2021, said
a press release issued here
on Wednesday. Speaking
about his vision for Coca-Co-
la Pakistan, Volkan Ongii¢
said, “I believe Pakistan is
a country of immense po-
tential with over $1 billion
invested in the country by
the Coca-Cola System.This
is truly a second home and
has many similarities with
my home country Tiirkiye,
such as our love for mu-
sic. I witnessed it with the
launch of Coke Studio Sea-
son 15, the iconic musical
platform showcasing the
incredible talent and diver-
sity of Pakistani music and
culture. Coca-Cola Pakistan
is as local as it gets; from
Turkey-owned  Coca-Cola
Icecek’s operations; to
hiring locally, to local raw
materials and working with
the sugarcane farmers. Our
community investments
this year will focus on water
- both replenishment and
clean drinking water for the
millions we serve across
the country.—APP

Delay in
Capital
beautification
plan irks
minister

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
has taken notice of the de-
lay in Islamabad’s beautifi-
cation plan and ordered the
immediate removal of the
Member Environment of
CDA. The Interior Min-
ister stated that any fur-
ther delay in the project
will not be tolerated and
those officers who didn’t
perform would not have a
place in his team. He di-
rected the Chairman CDA
to appoint a hardworking
and competent officer to
the post of Member En-
vironment, who can work
round the clock to ensure
the successful implemen-
tation of Islamabad’s
beautification plan.
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Briefs

Chairman
WAPDAreviews
inspection of
Neelum Jhelum
Project

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
WAPDA Engr Lt Gen Sajjad
Ghani (Retd) Wednesday

visited Neelum Jhelum
Hydropower Project to re-
view ongoing inspection of
the Head Race Tunnel. He
reached Dam (Weir) site of
the Project located at Nau-
seri, Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir, said a press release
issued here. The Chairman
visited in detail the de-wa-
tered head race tunnel to
inspect and review damages
that might have occurred to
the tunnel. He was accom-
panied by Project Manager,
Neelum Jhelum Consult-
ants James Stevenson. The
Consultants, the Contrac-
tors and the Project Team
briefed the Chairman about
the progress achieved so
far. It was briefed that
de-watering of 48-Km long
head race tunnel had been
completed from the ele-
vation of 1012 feet to 607
feet above mean sea level.
Subsequently, inspection
of the head race tunnel has
commenced. The process
for engaging Internation-
al Experts had also been
initiated, as directed by
the Prime Minister during
his visit to the Project last
month. The International
Experts would ascertain
the causes of fault in the
headrace tunnel and make
recommendations for carry-
ing out the remedial works.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Chairman directed the
Project Management to
chalk out a comprehensive
rehabilitation strategy once
the detailed inspection of
the headrace tunnel was
done and the recommenda-
tions were made by the In-
ternational Experts. He em-
phasized upon the team to
adhere to all precautionary
measures while carrying
out inspection of the head-
race tunnel. —APP

UAE-based
British
Pakistani

launches
Trade Gate

ISLAMABAD: UAE-based
British Pakistani Shakeel
Ahmad Meer of the Meer
Group launched the first
Trade Gate branch in Du-
bai, aiming to innovate
trading and joint ventures
by integrating various busi-
ness sectors. It offers schol-
arships, practical training,
and diverse trading oppor
tunities across sectors like
EV, automotive, e-com-
merce, real estate, and luxu-
ry cars, said a press release
issued here. Meer’s vision
is to democratise finan-
cial education and global
investment opportunities,
fostering a vibrant commu-
nity through seminars and
networking. The initiative
plans global expansion,
aiming to lead in trading
education and business in-
vestment globally, starting
with Dubai as a transform-
ative milestone. Trade Gate
goes beyond a conventional
training center, becoming
a dynamic hub that em-
powers individuals with
the knowledge and tools
for success in trading and
joint ventures. Its holistic
approach to wealth creation
and management offers
participants a broad plat-
form to explore and invest
in various sectors. Trade
Gate offers diverse trading
opportunities, allowing par-
ticipants to explore sectors
such as electric vehicles,
automotive, ecommerce,
real estate, and luxury car
advisory services.  With
expert guidance and invest-
ment prospects, Trade Gate
helps individuals capitalize
on cutting-edge trends and
market dynamics, paving
the way for trading success.
Shakeel Ahmad Meer’s vi-
sion for Trade Gate is driven
by his global market experi-
ence and deep business un-
derstanding. At the Dubai
opening, Meer expressed
excitement: “Trade Gate is
a groundbreaking platform
merging education, innova-
tion, and diverse business
opportunities. Launching in
Dubai, a city of growth and
opportunity, marks a signif-
icant step in our mission for
financial empowerment.
Trade Gate aims to democ-
ratize access to top-tier
financial education and di-
verse investment opportu-
nities. It blends theoretical
knowledge with practical
experience, equipping par-
ticipants to navigate market
complexities.—APP

PM Shehbaz orders building
Health Tower in Islamabad

Highlighting the significant responsibilities of the health sector to save human lives, the prime
minister expressed his concerns about the reported new polio cases in the country and resolved the
elimination of the disease by utilising all-out- resources in collaboration with partners

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
directed the authorities con-
cerned to build a health tower
of international standard in the
federal capital to house hospitals,
medical and nursing universities,
modern laboratories, and diagnos-
tics centers. The prime minister,
chairing a meeting to review the
matters related to the Ministry
of National Health Services, in-
structed to formulate a strategy to
build the said tower through the
public-private partnership. High-
lighting the significant responsi-
bilities of the health sector to save

human lives, the prime minister
expressed his concerns about the
reported new polio cases in the
country and resolved the elimi-
nation of the disease by utilising
all-out- resources in collaboration
with partners. He also called for
carrying out the third-party audit
of the laboratories working under
the purview of the Ministry of
National Health Services, besides
appointing well-qualified health
professionals in the ministry and
its allied departments. Vowing to
personally monitor health-related
matters, Prime Minister Shehbaz
also ordered the third-party audit
of the Drug Regulatory Authority
of Pakistan and the formulation of
a strategy to bifurcate the drug

processing from the Authority.
Besides, he also instructed out-
sourcing the human resource
of all government hospitals in
Islamabad and their waste treat-
ment plants, besides the audit of
countrywide nursing schools and
colleges. During the briefing, the
prime minister was told that a
National Blood Transfusion and
Blood Products Policy would be
introduced soon, and work on
a nursing and midwifery poli-
cy framework was in the final
stage. It was told that an evening
shift was being introduced in the
nursing colleges to increase the
number of graduates. Moreo-
ver, work on a revised National
Action Plan 2025-30 has been

started to control the population
growth. As the prime minister
was told about the installation of
new health equipment worth Rs
711 million in Islamabad’s hospi-
tals, he instructed the third-par-
ty audit of the purchase of the
said equipment.

was informed that a modern
hospital management system
would be installed in Islambad’s
hospitals and that waste man-
agement plants were operating
in the capital city’s five public
and four private sector hospi-
tals. The participants of the
meeting were told that a strate-
gy for insulin manufacturing in
the country was being formu-
lated. The prime minister was

also apprised of the plans to
produce different types of vac-
cines in the country, building
plasma fractionation centers
and pharma park, and provision
of machinery and equipment to
Quetta’s tertiary care hospitals.
It was told that a 50-bed hospital
would be set up in Musakhel, a
tertiary care and Teshil head-
quarters hospital in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, and an Institute of
Medical Sciences and Daanish
Hospital in Gilgit Baltistan.
Federal ministers Ahsan Igbal
and Ahad Khan Cheema, PM’s
Coordinators Malik Mukhtar
Ahmed and Rana Ehsan Afzal,
and relevant senior officers at-
tended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: JUI chief Maulana Fazl ur Rehman and Federal Minister Mussadaq Malik exchange pleasantries while the
Russian ambassador looks on. The meeting took place on the sidelines of the Day of Russia celebrations.— DNA

s IRSAreleases
293,600
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday released 293,600
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
199,400 cusecs. According
to the data released by IRSA,
water level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1448.80
feet and was 50.80 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was record-
ed as 75,100 cusecs and
140,000 cusecs respective-
ly. The water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was
1185.00 feet, which was
136.00 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow
of water was recorded
40,700 cusecs and 70,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
183,100, 149,700, 115,400
and 63,100 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from Riv-
er Kabul, a total of 54,800
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 6,100
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala. —APP
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Tamasha,
SIMOSA earn
accolades
at Pakistan
digital
awards

ISLAMABAD: Tamasha and
SIMOSA, two premier digital
platforms from Jazz, Paki-
stan’s leading digital opera-
tor, have been recognized at
the prestigious Pakistan Dig-
ital Awards 2024. According
to a press release, these
awards earned in excellence
in websites, apps, and digital
creators, underscoring the
dynamic digital landscape
spanning public, private, and
third-sector organizations.
Tamasha, Pakistan’s fore-
most digital entertainment
platform, was honored with
the Best Online Streaming
Platform award for the sec-
ond consecutive year with
the accolade highlighting its
crucial role in the nation’s
digital entertainment evo-
lution. Renowned for host
ing major sporting events
- e.g. the Asia Cup 2023,
ICC World Cup 2023, and
the ongoing ICC T20 World
Cup 2024 - Tamasha has
solidified its status as the
preferred digital stream-
ing service for millions of
viewers. SIMOSA, formerly
known as Jazz World, has
been honored with the Best
Consumer Mobile Service
award, reflecting its status
as the region’s highest-en-
gaging app. With its transi-
tion to an operator-agnostic
model, SIMOSA now serves
a wider audience, enhanc-
ing its appeal and usability
across various networks,
positioned as a cornerstone
of growth and strategic ac-
quisitions within the digital
ecosystem. “We are pro-
foundly honored to receive
these prestigious awards
for our leading digital plat-
forms. This recognition at
the Pakistan Digital Awards
is a testament to our un-
wavering commitment to
innovation and excellence,
as embodied in our DO1440
strategy. By continuously
enhancing digital connec-
tivity and transforming dig-
ital lifestyles, we strive to
empower our users, enrich
their daily lives, and drive the
digital evolution of Pakistan,”
said Aamer Ejaz, Chief Digi-
tal Officer, Jazz.—APP

A broad tax base is

ANF recovers
1014 ky drugs

RAWALPINDI:

Anti-Nar-

Pak to host global conference

required to alleviate
public suffering

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
of National Business Group
Pakistan, President Pakistan
Businessmen and Intellec-
tuals Forum, and All Kara-
chi Industrial Alliance, and
former provincial minister
Mian Zahid Hussain said
on Wednesday that it is dif-
ficult to provide any relief
to the masses and business
community as taxes worth
4000 billion rupees are not
being collected. He said
the new budget is expected
to set a revenue target of
12900 billion rupees, 3500
billion rupees more than
the current target. The
sales tax rate is also likely
to increase. Mian Zahid
Hussain said that if the dif-
ference between filers and
nonfilers is not removed
in the new budget, the
economy will not be fully
digitized, and the tax base
will not increase by five
percent; then, the budget
measures will affect the
public, the salaried class,
and the tax-paying business
community. Talking to the
business community, the
veteran business leader
said that the current tax

system relies on indirect
taxes and targets the com-
moner while rewarding tax
evaders. In the presence
of skewed taxation, the
country’s development is
impossible, he added. The
business leader said that
a series of measures have
been initiated to manage
the country’s economy, and
good results have come out.
Inflation has come down;
agricultural production has
increased substantially,
imports have decreased,
and exports have increased
slightly, bringing Pakistan’s
current account out of defi-
cit. Despite the efforts,
some sections are not ready
to pay any tax, so the policy
of transferring the entire
burden to the taxpayers has
been adopted, which has
broken the backs of the peo-
ple. On the other hand, non-
tax-paying and tax-dodging
sectors, including property,
agricultural income, profes-
sionals, wholesalers, and
retailers, are flourishing.
Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the poor and middle
class are continuously tar-
geted. At the same time,

those belonging to influ-
ential sectors benefit from
all possible reliefs and tax
concessions. They will try
to continue this trend even
after the budget. The gov-
ernment’s priorities will re-
main the same in the next
financial year as before the
budget. If the landed elite,
real estate tycoons, whole-
salers, retailers, and pro-
fessionals continue to pay
negligible taxes and carry
on cash transactions, the tax
burden will fall on the exist-
ing taxpayers and the public,
reducing tax payments and
investment. He demanded
that the government refrain
from targeting the industri-
al sector to boost revenue.
Mian Zahid Hussain further
said that realizing the com-
moner’s plight, the govern-
ment must bring the undocu-
mented economy into the tax
net to broaden the tax base
and distribute the tax burden
fairly. It will help stop the
continuous punishment of the
common people and taxpay-
ers. A fair and comprehensive
tax system makes sustainable
economic growth and pros-
perity possible.—APP

cotics Force (ANF) in an
operation managed to seize
a large consignment weigh-
ing 1014 kg drugs concealed
in Pasni area for smuggling
abroad. According to an
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man, ANF in a successful
intelligence-based  opera-
tion against drug traffick-
ing conducted a raid in the
Chor Bandar area adjacent
to Makran coastal line and
recovered the drugs. The
operation was carried out
keeping in mind the activ-
ities of a group involved
in drug trafficking. Raids
are being conducted to
arrest the ring leaders of
the drug trafficking group
namely Liagat Baloch and
Wahid Baloch. Members
of the group are involved
in drug smuggling abroad
by sea. On receiving the
intelligence  information,
the ANF team conducted a
raid in the area and recov-
ered the drugs which were
stored in a secret location,
he informed. During the op-
eration, more than one ton
drugs and 51,000 narcotic
capsules were also recov-
ered. The recovered drugs
weighing 1014 kg drugs in-
cluded 850 kg hashish and
164 kg ice. The spokesman
said that ANF is making all-
out efforts for a drug free
society.—APP

TANVEER HussAIN

urrently, our coun-

try is suffering from

electricity  crisis.
Exorbitant electricity bills
and unannounced load
shedding have made peo-
ple’s lives miserable. Peo-
ple are worried about load
shedding in extreme heat.
Factories are shutting
down due to lack of electric-
ity and the industry is also
on the verge of collapse.
Due to the same problem
of electricity, garment fac-
tories in Faisalabad were

closed; capitalists were
forced to shift their capital
to India and Bangladesh.
The cruel thing is that
the price of electricity in
Pakistan is higher than
all the countries in the
continent of Asia. No one
has understood the gov-
ernment’s policy till date.
People’s pockets are be-
ing robbed in the name
of surcharge, additional
surcharge and capacity
charges (Rupee-dollar
rate, coal prices, RLNG
cost major factors that
determine capacity pay-
ments). A major injustice
is that the government is
not generating electricity
according to the demand.
What is more cruel is
that they are paying the
“IPPs” billions of rupees
per month for the electric-
ity which was never even
generated. According to
The “Express Tribune”
the government paid Rs
1.3 trillion to “IPPs” as

“capacity  charges” in
2022-23. these charges
got received from com-
mon people in the electric
bills. Hardly any civilized
country in the world has
such a law. The number of
dams in the country is lim-
ited, so instead of relying
on water, the government
is generating expensive
electricity from petrol,
gas and furnace oil. The
cost of this fuel is also
charged separately from
the consumers. Nature
has given Pakistan a vast
area and wonderful weath-
er. The sun shines with its
full brightness for 12 to
14 hours every day in our
land. Solar systems can be
a great source of electrici-
ty. If the government is se-
rious on plight of the pub-
lic, it should provide solar
systems to electricity con-
sumers on installments
throughout the country.
The government is paying
trillions of rupees to the

IPPs in the name of “ca-
pacity charges” but does
not want to provide even
a small amount to the peo-
ple. With just two years of
capacity charges, the gov-
ernment can provide free
solar and inverters to all
consumers in the country.
Which will not only pro-
vide free or cheap electric-
ity in the country but also
protect the nation from
blackmailing by IPP. Polit-
ical and religious parties
and their leaders organ-
ize “dharnas” and “riots”
in the country every year
for their own interests. If
those people go beyond
their own interests and
guide the people on this
issue, then their prob-
lems will end. The way the
people of Azad Kashmir
forced the government to
reduce the price of elec-
tricity through peaceful
public protest is a beacon
for the people of the en-
tire country.

on girls’ education

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Pakistan, in collaboration with Rabta Alaam Islami
(Muslim World League), is set to host a landmark Global Conference on Girls’ Education
this September 2024. This prestigious event aims to bring together a diverse group of
international and national dignitaries, including education ministers from numerous Is-
lamic countries, to address and find solutions to the numerous challenges faced by girls
in the education sector, according to a press release issued here yesterday. The primary
objective of the three-day conference is to explore and formulate effective strategies to
enable institutional responses and ensure better resource allocation for promoting girls’
education on a global scale. The conference will see the participation of eminent scholars,
education experts, policymakers, and various stakeholders who will share their expertise, ex-
periences, and best practices in the field of girls’ education. Prime Minister has established a
dedicated committee to ensure the event is organized in a befitting and efficient manner. This
committee is headed by Mohyuddin Wani, Secretary of Education, and includes Ms Nausheen
Iftikhar MNA, Ms Dr Tanveer Anjum representatives from the Foreign Office, the Federal
Directorate of Education, and the Capital Development Authority. Their collective efforts
aim to ensure the seamless execution of this high-profile event.—APP
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Human rights
violations in US

E T takes chutzpah to attack others for human rights violations when you

are guilty of breaching those of your own population. That’s why it’s both

infuriating and amusing to listen to Washington’s lectures and sanctions
against other countries, including China. When you were the biggest dog in
the neighbourhood, your barks could bite. But that habit needs to change
when your place at the top is starting to crumble. Consider poverty. The Jan-
uary census shows 11.6 per cent of Americans, or almost 38 million, live below
the poverty line in the world’s wealthiest country. How does that compute? The
only explanation is that society’s riches generated by the economy have gone
disproportionately to the richest, while the poor just get poorer. Poverty is,
of course, closely linked to homelessness, drug abuse, and lack of healthcare.
These are structural chronic problems that cannot be addressed by some poli-
tician or party just by voting the current ones out of office. Poverty is a human
rights violation according to the United Nations. Its Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights ranks freedom from poverty on par with “civil and po-
litical rights, such as the right to a fair trial, political participation and security
of the person”. “No social phenomenon,” it said, “is as comprehensive in its
assault on human rights as poverty. Poverty erodes economic and social rights
such as the right to health, adequate housing, food and safe water, and the right
to education.” Worsening poverty makes the United States a rights violator.
Now, consider forced labour, which the US has accused China of committing and
against which it has imposed unilateral sanctions. According to the US Depart-
ment of Labour, the youngest age for employment in the US is 14 for non-agri-
cultural jobs. But with agricultural jobs, the minimum age can be much lower.
The federal guidelines advise 16 years of age for work during school hours,
14 for outside school hours and 12 if a written consent has been obtained by
one parent. Hawaii allows 10-year-olds to work in coffee harvesting. Oregon lets
nine-year-olds to be employed picking berries or beans. In some states, a child
may be offered less than minimum wage for some jobs. It’s reasonable to as-
sume that many, even if not all cases, would have breached the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, a universal human rights code. But since Washington
has consistently refused to cooperate with UN inspectors, we have no way of
knowing the true scope of the problem. Meanwhile, Amazon, Kroger, Dollar
General, Walmart and McDonald’s are among the largest employers in the US.
According to a 2020 study by the Government Accountability Office, they don’t
pay many frontline workers a living wage, so they end up seeking federal aid
programmes such as Medicaid and food stamps. Effectively, their low cor-
porate taxes and wages — and high profits - are subsidised by taxpayers. As
for prison labour, according to a 2022 study by the American Civil Liberties
Union and the University of Chicago, about 800,000 incarcerated workers
across the US perform roughly US$10 billion worth of work a year, more
than US$2 billion of it for clients outside the prison system.
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World scrambled to
legitimize Palestinian state

ESPITE experiencing a humanitarian crisis reminiscent of the Great War,

Palestine is steadily gaining international recognition as a sovereign state,

and even the European Union (EU) is under pressure to grant Palestine
legitimacy. The global student Intifada and the most recent EU reawakening have
farreaching geopolitical implications for the region and have shocked the Zionist
regime, drifting fast into diplomatic isolation following over eight months of blood-
shed in Palestine. The cruel crimes committed by the Zionist regime in Gaza and
now Rafah have deeply disturbed many nations that had previously supported
“Israel”. There have been tragic accounts of devastating fatalities caused by Tel
Aviv’s indiscriminate violence and disregard for the safety of innocent civilians,
including women and children. There has been a recent increase in fighting in
Rafah as “Israel” continues its offensive in southern Gaza City, where the occupa-
tion forces have played havoc with human dignity. “Israel” now controls the entire
length of Gaza’s border with Egypt, which unfortunately makes aid delivery to
Gaza impossible. “Israel’s” escalating offensive has forced a significant number of
Palestinians to leave Rafah over the past several weeks. Residents are struggling
to find shelter and sustenance. The ongoing closure of the Rafah crossing is de-
nying medical aid to Gaza’s wounded children. The UN has issued an order for
“Israel” to cease its military offensive in Rafah and allow aid to enter through the
border, as part of a collective effort to exert pressure on “Israel”. However, “Isra-
el” put the order of the International Court of Justice (IC]) under the carpet, and
within a week of UN instructions, Tel Aviv launched a ghastly attack on civilians in
Tal as-Sultan, threatening that the war would persist until 2025.
US intelligence’s annual threat assessment underscores the mounting inter-
national pressure “Israel” is likely to encounter due to the challenging hu-
manitarian situation in the Gaza Strip. The intelligence chiefs testified about
the report in late February, leading to its declassification in March. The as-
sessment brought attention to the domestic pressures faced by Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, suggesting that his government’s future may be uncertain. “There
is a growing lack of public confidence in Netanyahu’s leadership that has in-
tensified since the war began. As a result, we anticipate significant protests
calling for his resignation and new elections,” it says. The assessment stated
that there is a possibility of a different, more moderate government. In recent
months, there have been indications that Malta and Belgium may recognize
Palestine. Nevertheless, it seems that Belgium’s government postponed the
decision in light of the country’s upcoming elections. Several EU nations,
such as Sweden, Cyprus, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia, Ro-
mania, Bulgaria, Ireland, Norway, and Spain have already recognized the Pal-
estinian state. The latest in a series of nations giving legitimacy to Palestine
is Slovenia, where the parliament, with a majority vote on Tuesday, June 4,
gave assent to the recognition of a Palestinian independent state, rejecting a
demand from the main opposition party for a referendum on the matter.

How lithium is powering China, Afghanistan bonhomie

Ata Sahit

Blessed with rich lithium
resources, it is estimated
that Afghan lithium
resources will soon be
able to compete with
those in Bolivia. A study
conducted by the US
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
(NASA) estimated the
value of unexploited lithium
mines in Afghanistan at
approximately one trillion
dollars. The lithium
mines in Afghanistan
are reported to stretch
from Herat province to
Nuristan province, covering
a length of 850 to 900
kilometres and a width of
150 to 200 kilometres. It is
estimated that the lifespan
of these lithium mines is
approximately seventy
years. Lithium resources
in Afghanistan were first
discovered in the 1980s
by Soviet mining experts

[] E) HE rising interest in various autonomous ma-
chines in recent years, particularly electric ve-
hicles, has spurred a growing focus on lithium

as the essential material for the energy storage units

these machines require. Consequently, lithium, often
dubbed the oil and natural gas of the future, is progres-
sively becoming a strategic commodity on the inter-
national stage. Nations are advancing their initiatives
concerning lithium, the foremost raw material of the
future, predominantly highlighting sustainability and
the circular economy. Nevertheless, China stands as
the pivotal nation in the processing of lithium as a raw
material. Indeed, China is acquiring lithium companies
in South America, which possesses half of the world’s
reserves, while simultaneously solidifying its market
position by forming the Mining Companies Association
with firms in lithium-rich countries. Within this frame-
work, an analysis of China’s relationships with Middle

Eastern and Central Asian countries reveals the signifi-

cant role of the lithium trade. Among these countries is

Afghanistan, endowed with abundant lithium deposits.

Often referred to as the “second Saudi Arabia of lith-

ium” amid the global powers’ lithium competition,

Afghanistan is gaining increasing prominence. Ac-

cording to published reports, approximately 100,000

tonnes of lithium carbonate are traded globally today.

Chile, Argentina, Belgium, Germany, China, and the

US export 98.3 percent of this total. The importing

countries, which account for 86.3 percent of this

trade, include South Korea, Japan, the US, China,

Belgium, Germany, Spain, Tiirkiye, Russia, Thailand,

France, India, and Italy. This has led to significant

competition over lithium among various countries.

According to estimates, the added value of this sec-

tor will exceed $400 billion by 2030. In this context,

Australia, Chile, and Argentina are the three primary

actors at the initial stages of the mineral processing

chain, whereas China is the dominant actor from the
middle to the final stages of the value chain.

As leading electronics producers, Japan, South Korea,

and the US participate in this value chain’s final stage.

Among these actors, China controls 60 percent of global

lithium production and refining, dominating the electric

vehicle markets. Furthermore, China holds a dominant
position in the electric battery market, with a capacity
ranging from 80 to 90 percent worldwide. Notably, six of
the world’s top 10 electric vehicle battery manufacturers
are based in China. China’s leadership role in the vital

minerals chain is not accidental but rather the result of
deliberate and strategic planning. Lessons learned from
China’s position in the global steel chain are shaping its
industrial strategies in the transition to clean energy, par-
ticularly regarding electric vehicles and lithium batteries.
In the steel industry, most of the profits go to mining com-
panies such as Rio Tinto and FMG and downstream sec-
tors like automotive. In contrast, despite producing over
50 percent of the world’s steel, China retains only a small
share of the profits relative to the energy and labour it
enagages. This experience has driven China’s efforts to
secure access to lithium mines worldwide, reflecting its
strategic goal of controlling the entire lithium chain to
avoid a similar predicament as in the steel industry. Con-
sidering China’s prowess in this domain, the US and the
European Union are engaging in rigorous negotiations to
enhance collaboration with suppliers in lithium-abun-
dant nations. Concurrently, they persist in exerting
pressure against China’s dominance in this sector.
Blessed with rich lithium resources, it is estimated that
Afghan lithium resources will soon be able to compete
with those in Bolivia. A study conducted by the US Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
estimated the value of unexploited lithium mines in Af-
ghanistan at approximately one trillion dollars. The lith-
ium mines in Afghanistan are reported to stretch from
Herat province to Nuristan province, covering a length
of 850 to 900 kilometres and a width of 150 to 200 kilo-
metres. It is estimated that the lifespan of these lithium
mines is approximately seventy years. Lithium resourc-
es in Afghanistan were first discovered in the 1980s
by Soviet mining experts. However, they kept this
information well-hidden until 2004. However, it came
to light when a team of American geologists stumbled
upon old maps and data in the Afghanistan Geological
Survey Library in Kabul. Utilising old Russian maps,
the United States Geological Survey commenced aerial
surveys of Afghanistan’s mineral resources using P-3
Orion surveillance aircraft equipped with advanced
gravity measuring instruments and magnetic equip-
ment. In 2007, they employed a well-equipped British
bomber, which provided a three-dimensional profile of
the underground mineral reserves. Afghanistan’s rich
lithium deposits have, more than anything else in re-
cent years, spurred China’s growing interest in Afghan-
istan’s lithium and concrete steps in this direction.
Following the Taliban’s return to power in August
2021, the Chinese government officially emphasised

Is China Readjusting Belt and Road

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) is a colossal
global infrastructure
development strategy
spearheaded by China,
aiming to enhance
connectivity and
cooperation between
Asia, Europe and Africa.
Launched in 2013 by
President Xi Jinping, BRI
encompasses a network
of roads, railways, ports,
pipelines and digital
infrastructure spanning
over 100 countries, aiming
to revive ancient trade

he Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) proposed
l | by China in 2013 is a comprehensive de-
velopment strategy aimed at enhancing
connectivity and cooperation across the Eurasian
continent and beyond. This ambitious initiative en-
compasses both the Silk Road Economic Belt and
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, focusing on
infrastructure development, trade, investment and
cultural exchange. The BRI seeks to revive ancient
trade routes and foster economic integration among
participating countries through the construction of
roads, railways, ports and energy infrastructure. It
spans over 100 countries, involving diverse regions
from Asia to Europe, Africa and even Latin Amer-
ica, with China providing financing and technical
expertise. While hailed by some as a transforma-
tive force for global development and connectivity,
the BRI has faced criticism and scrutiny, including
concerns over debt sustainability, environmen-
tal impact and geopolitical implications. Despite
these challenges, the BRI continues to shape re-
gional and global economic dynamics, reflecting
China’s growing influence on the world stage.
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a colossal glob-
al infrastructure development strategy spearheaded
by China, aiming to enhance connectivity and coop-
eration between Asia, Europe and Africa. Launched
in 2013 by President Xi Jinping, BRI encompasses
a network of roads, railways, ports, pipelines and
digital infrastructure spanning over 100 countries,
aiming to revive ancient trade routes and foster eco-
nomic integration. China’s ambitions behind BRI are
multifold. Primarily, it seeks to address domestic eco-
nomic challenges by exporting excess industrial ca-
pacity, creating new markets for Chinese goods and
services and facilitating the internationalization of
the Chinese currency the yuan. Additionally, BRI en-
ables China to assert its geopolitical influence, par-
ticularly in regions where it has strategic interests,
by forging stronger diplomatic ties, securing access

to key resources and markets and enhancing its soft
power through cultural and educational exchanges.
However, BRI has drawn criticism for its opaque fi-
nancing mechanisms, environmental concerns, debt
sustainability issues and accusations of fostering
dependency among participating countries. Despite
these challenges, China remains steadfast in its com-
mitment to BRI, viewing it as a centerpiece of its
foreign policy and a vehicle for shaping the global
order in the 21st century. Corruption presents a sig-
nificant challenge to the success and integrity of the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This expansive pro-
ject, aimed at fostering economic development and
connectivity across Asia, Africa, and Europe, is sus-
ceptible to corruption due to its vast scale, complex
infrastructure projects and involvement of multiple
stakeholders. Corruption within the BRI manifests
in various forms, including bribery, embezzlement,
nepotism, and kickbacks, among others. Such illicit
practices undermine the transparency and fairness
of project procurement processes, leading to inflat-
ed costs, substandard infrastructure and delays in
implementation. Moreover, corruption erodes pub-
lic trust in the initiative, discourages foreign invest-
ment and hampers sustainable development efforts
in partner countries. Addressing corruption within
the BRI requires robust governance mechanisms,
enhanced transparency, accountability measures,
and effective enforcement of anti-corruption laws.
Without decisive action to combat corruption,
the BRI risks failing to achieve its objectives of
promoting regional cooperation and economic
growth, ultimately hindering the prospects of
shared prosperity among participating nations.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has expe-
rienced shifts in its trajectory, leading to discus-
sions about the scale and focus of its ambitions.
While the BRI was initially conceived as a vast
infrastructure development project spanning con-
tinents, recent trends indicate a more nuanced

that the agreements with the previous Afghan govern-
ments would continue. Indeed, more than 20 Chinese
companies are currently active in Afghanistan, and
over 100 Chinese companies have registered with
the Afghan Ministry of Mines to operate mines in
the country. After the Taliban’s return to power, ap-
proximately 500 Chinese business people travelled to
Afghanistan to closely examine the nation’s natural
resources. The majority of Chinese companies and
their investments are focused on mining and mineral
development, with lithium mines appearing to hold
particular significance in this context. According to
reports in the Afghan press, this interest stems from
the rich lithium deposits in Afghanistan’s Ghazni
province and the ease of transportation to China
through the Wakhan border. In fact, according to a
report published in the Afghan press in April 2023,
China’s Gochin company announced its intention to
invest $10 billion in Afghanistan’s lithium mines in
the initial phase. Afghanistan’s abundant lithium re-
sources have also been a focal point for US officials.
In 2010, US media, citing Pentagon officials, claimed
that Afghanistan would become the “Saudi Arabia of
lithium” due to the size of its lithium reserves. In gen-
eral, when examining China-Afghanistan relations,
mutual economic interests appear to be predominant.
After the Taliban regained control of Afghanistan,
China became one of the few countries to maintain
relations with the Taliban government.

Mutual political and economic interests are bringing
the two sides closer, with China attempting to lever-
age the opportunity presented by the US withdrawal
to expand its influence in Afghanistan. For China,
the security provided by the Taliban presents a fa-
vourable opportunity to implement commercial and
economic projects in Afghanistan, through which
Beijing aims to achieve its strategic interests. Con-
versely, the Taliban have shown significant interest
in Chinese projects, viewing them as a viable oppor-
tunity to alleviate their economic crisis. Upon scruti-
nising China’s economic projects and investments in
Afghanistan, it becomes evident that Afghanistan’s
abundant lithium resources are one of the signif-
icant factors fostering this interest-driven rap-
prochement between the two nations. In essence,
lithium, gradually evolving into a strategic com-
modity on the international stage, is assuming a
strategic position in China-Afghanistan relations.

Vision?

approach. China seems to be recalibrating its BRI
strategy, focusing more on quality over quantity
and addressing concerns about debt sustainability
and environmental impact. This shift reflects both
internal factors, such as economic restructuring
and domestic priorities and external pressures,
including criticism from recipient countries and
geopolitical challenges. While some argue that
China’s BRI ambitions are shrinking, it may be
more accurate to describe them as evolving,
with a greater emphasis on sustainability, effi-
ciency, and cooperation with international part-
ners. This recalibration suggests a maturing of
China’s global engagement strategy rather than
a retreat from its ambitious vision.

China’s scaling back of its ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) holds significant consequences, both
domestically and internationally. Domestically, this
shift reflects recalibration in China’s economic strat-
egy, prioritizing sustainability and risk management.
By reducing the scale of BRI projects, China aims
to mitigate financial risks associated with debt-trap
diplomacy and address concerns over environmental
degradation. However, this downsizing may also lead
to a slowdown in economic growth as BRI projects
have been instrumental in driving infrastructure
development and fostering trade opportunities.
Internationally, the contraction of China’s BRI
ambitions could reshape global geopolitics and
economic dynamics. Countries heavily reliant on
Chinese investment may face economic challeng-
es while those wary of Beijing’s influence may see
this as an opportunity to diversify their partner-
ships. Moreover, the recalibration of the BRI may
alter perceptions of China’s global leadership am-
bitions, potentially prompting other major powers
to fill the void left by China’s retreat. Overall, the
consequences of China’s shrinking BRI ambitions
are multifaceted, with implications spanning eco-
nomic, geopolitical’ and environmental domains.
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Briefs

Economists
analyse
strengths...

From Pace 01
retailers was increased to
2.25 percent. He told the
government that if it makes
taxation difficult, then tax
evasion will increase. He
said that the government
has increased the tax rates
which was not pro-economy.
Kashif Anwar demanded
that the government bring
zero ratings to the stand-
ard rate but also noticed
that businessmen were in
trouble. He demanded that
in order to bring the busi-
ness community into doc-
umentation, simplify the
tax system and no one will
be afraid of paying taxes.
Meanwhile, FPCCI Presi-
dent Atif Akram Sheikh has
also raised objections on
the budget. FPCCI rejected
the increase in levy on pe-
troleum products. He said
the construction sector has
already suffered a lot and
increasing the tax burden
on the sector will further
increase the difficulties. He
demanded that relief should
be given in power sector in
the budget. He said the in-
dustry cannot run on 16 to
17 cents per unit.

UN probe
condemns
Israel over...

From Pace 01

the Israeli-occupied West
Bank. Victims were inter-
rogated or abused while
naked or partially dressed,
blindfolded, and were made
to kneel or keep their hands
tied behind their backs, the
report found. Many were
forced to strip in public and
walk while being sexually
harassed, with their family
members forced to watch.
While both men and women
were victims of sexual vio-
lence, men and boys were
targeted in particular. The
report also highlighted the
inflammatory rhetoric used
by senior Israeli officials,
including president Isaac
Herzog and prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, which
the UN commission said
amounted to incitement and
“may constitute other seri-
ous international crimes.”

US will try
to bridge...

From Pace 01

the course of the coming
days whether those gaps are
bridgeable,” he said. But he
said the onus was on Hamas,
describing the rest of the
world as united in seeking
an end to the eight-month
war. “We're determined to
try to bridge the gaps. And
I believe those gaps are
bridgeable,” Blinken said.
“That doesn’t mean they
will be bridged because, ul-
timately, Hamas has to de-
cide,” he said. “The longer
this goes on, the more peo-
ple will suffer, and it’s time
for the haggling to stop.”
Hamas proposed amend-
ments late Tuesday includ-
ing a ceasefire timeline and
the complete withdrawal of
Israeli troops from Gaza,
according to a source famil-
iar with the talks. The plan
Biden laid out on May 31
calls for an Israeli withdraw-
al from “major population
centers” and a ceasefire for
six weeks, which could then
be extended if negotiators
need more time to seek a
permanent deal. Blinken
declined to elaborate on
the Hamas demands.

T20 WC: Australia humble
Namibia to qualify for Super 8

Australia have secured their place in the Super 8 phase of the T20
World Cup with a third successive victory in the group stages

SporTS DESK

SYDNEY: In a superb display of
the game, Australia outclassed
Namibia after chasing the tar-
get of 73 runs in just 5.4 overs
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadi-
um, North Sound, Antigua, on
Wednesday.With the win, Austral-
ia also qualified for the Super 8
stage of the cricket event.
Namibian bowlers could only
claim the wicket of David Warner,
who scored 20 off 8 balls before
being dismissed. Travis Head and
Mitchell Marsh remained unbeat-
en with 34 and 18 runs respective-
ly. Travis hit 5 fours and 2 sixes.
Earlier, Australia won the toss
and invited the rivals to bat first
who were all out after scoring
only 72 runs in 17 overs.
Achieving the milestone, Aus-
tralia’s Leg-spinner Adam Zampa
became the first Australian male
cricketer to claim 100 wickets in
T20I cricket. He achieved this feat

with 4-12 figures in four overs.
Australian bowlers overpowered
the batters throughout Namibia’s

innings. Pacer Josh Hazlewood
took two wickets for 18 runs in
four overs. Marcus Stoinis also

contributed with two wickets
as Namibia was dismissed in 17
overs. Namibia captain Gerhard

Erasmus played 17 balls to score
his first runs. However, he was
the highest run-getter with 36
runs in 43 balls with the help of
four fours and a six.

Apart from Erasmus, Michael
van Lingen was the only batter
who got into double figures with
10 runs. This was the first com-
petitive T20I between Australia
and Namibia. But they played
each other in a warm-up game
before this tournament, with
Australia registering a convinc-
ing seven-wicket win.

Teams: Namibia: Nikolaas
Davin, Michael van Lingen, Jan
Frylinck, Gerhard Erasmus(c),
JJ Smit, Zane Green(w), David
Wiese, Ruben Trumpelmann,
Bernard Scholtz, Jack Bras-
sell, Ben Shikongo. Austral-
ia: Travis Head, David Warn-
er, Mitchell Marsh(c), Glenn
Maxwell, Marcus Stoinis, Tim
David, Matthew Wade(w), Pat
Cummins, Nathan Ellis, Adam
Zampa, Josh Hazlewood.

Mohsin Naqvi opens up about
changes 1n Pakistan cricket

PCB Chairman said that the team is still playing in the
World Cup, the nation has to be patient with them

DNA

LAHORE: Interior Minister and Chair-
man Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Mohsin Naqvi had an exclusive discus-
sion with Geo News on Wednesday.

During the interview, the Chairman
was asked about the team’s current
performance and if the board has
made any decisions regarding the
team. “The team is still playing in the
World Cup, the nation has to be pa-
tient with them. There are still match-
es left to play and we should wait for
the outcome of the tournament,” said
Naqvi. The Pakistan cricket team has
been on a poor stint with a 2-2 draw
against New Zealand in a five-match
T201I series at home, meanwhile the
three-match T20I series against Ire-

land in Ireland ended in a 2-1 win
for Pakistan despite tragically losing
against the hosts in a T20I for the
first time. It was followed by a 2-0 loss
against England in a four-match T201I
series with two games abandoned
due to rain. Then the team started
their T20 World Cup journey against
the USA which could have been an
easy win for Pakistan but ended in a
one-sided super over win for the USA.
They then met arch-rivals India on
June 9 at the Nassau County Inter-
national Cricket Stadium and bowled
magnificently but the batters failed to
achieve a total of 120 runs.

They finally found a win against Can-
ada on June 11 but their overall per-
formance in the T20 World Cup 2024
including the win against Canada has
been below average. Naqvi stated that

regardless of the team’s performance
in the first two games of the T20
World Cup 2024, these are the players
who are going to play the rest of the
tournament and represent Pakistan.
“Whatever their performance, they
are to play the rest of the tournament.
For that, they require all the support.”
The chairman also assured that
the internal matters of the team
are being discussed in the PCB at
large. However, he also stated that
anything revealed about it in public
right now is not suitable. “We are
discussing matters regarding the
team and for now, to talk about it is
not suitable.” The Pakistan cricket
team is on the edge of disqualifica-
tion in the T20 World Cup 2024 but
they still have one more game to go
on June 16 against Ireland.

Pakistan players on
the rise In ICC Men’s
T20I RanKings

Veteran M Nabi is the big winner in the
latest rankings update, with the 39-year-
old rising to the No.1 spot on the list
for all-rounders following his recent
two-wicket haul against NZ in Guyana,”

DUBAL Pakistan players including white-ball captain Ba-
bar Azam excelled in ICC Men’s T20I Rankings, updated
Wednesday. Pakistan captain Babar Azam, who scored
a run-a-ball 33 in a tense run chase against Canada on
Tuesday, jumped a spot to claim the third spot in the
T20I batting rankings. Whereas, wicketkeeper batter Mo-
hammad Rizwan slipped to fourth. Returning pacer Mo-
hammad Amir registered a significant rise in the bowling
rankings by jumping up 65 spots to 82nd while Naseem
Shah moved up 21 spots to joint 43rd. Furthermore, left-
arm spinner Imad Wasim, jumped five places to claim the
34th rank. Imad also jumped one spot to 11th in the T20I
all-rounder’s rankings whereas Shadab slipped three plac-
es to 14th. On the contrary, Pakistan’s ace pacer Shaheen
Shah Afridi, who has been far from his best, has slipped
a spot to 12th in the ICC Men’s T20I Bowling Rankings.
Whereas, right-arm speedster Haris Rauf slipped two plac-
es to 26th. According to the apex cricketing body, Afghan-
istan’s veteran all-rounder Mohammad Nabi was the “big
winner” in the latest rankings update as he claimed the
top spot in the T20I all-rounders rankings, following his
two wicket-haul against New Zealand. “Veteran Moham-
mad Nabi is the big winner in the latest rankings update,
with the 39-year-old rising to the No.1 spot on the list for
all-rounders following his recent two-wicket haul against
New Zealand in Guyana,” stated ICC in a press release.
“Nabi jumps up two places to first on the updated T20I
rankings for all-rounders, with Australia’s Marcus Stoinis
rising three places to claim second spot and previous
No.l-ranked player Shakib Al Hasan drooping four rungs
to fifth as a result of major shake-up at the top. —~Agencies

&

ISLAMABAD: Government employees hold a protest in favor of their demands

Carlos Alcaraz, Rafael
Nadal to be Olympic
doubles_ partners

= - PARIS:  Spaniards
: ' Carlos Alcaraz and
Rafael Nadal will
team up to be dou-
bles partners at next
month's Olympic
Games in Paris. The
tennis will be played
on clay at Roland
@ Garros - home of the
French Open - where 21-year-old Alcaraz was victorious
last week, securing his third Grand Slam title. Nadal, 38,
is a 22-time major winner, with a record 14 championships
coming at Roland Garros. The Games begin on 26 July
with the tennis tournaments starting a day later. "One
pair, which I think everyone knows and was hoping for,
is Carlos Alcaraz and Rafael Nadal," said Spain's na-
tional team coach, David Ferrer. "Rafa and Carlos will
be playing together in Paris." Nadal won an Olympic
gold at Beijing in 2008, but Alcaraz will be making his
Games debut. Nadal’s participation at the Games was
uncertain after a series of injuries this year, but he re-
turned to action for the clay court season in April. The
Paris Games are likely to be his last, with the Spaniard
considering retirement this season. — Agencies

=

at Pak-Secretariat in the Federal Capital. — Online

Rain threat looms
over Pakistan's
T20 WC hopes

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's hopes of reaching the Super
8 stage of the T20 World Cup 2024 hangs by a thread as
heavy rainfall is predicted in Florida, where their crucial
final group match against Ireland is scheduled on June 16.
The Babar Azam-led side has managed just one win from
three matches so far, beating Canada after losses to the
United States and India. The national team now need to
beat Ireland and have other results go their way to ad-
vance. However, the weather in Lauderhill, Florida could
play spoilsport. The Sri Lanka vs Nepal match on June 11
was washed out without a ball bowled due to heavy rain.

More thunderstorms are forecast over the next week, with
a 91% chance of rain during the USA vs Ireland match on
June 14. If that game is abandoned, the USA would earn a
point and secure qualification, eliminating Pakistan. There
is also a 47% chance of rain for the Pakistan vs Ireland clash
two days later. Pakistan’s path to the Super 8 requires the
following outcomes:

June 12: USA to lose to India

June 14: Ireland to beat USA

June 15: India to beat Canada

June 16: Pakistan to beat Ireland

Even then, Pakistan and USA could be tied on four points,
making net run rate the deciding factor. Pakistan would
likely need to beat Ireland by a huge margin while hop-
ing the USA loses heavily to India and Ireland. After shock
losses to the USA and India, Pakistan kept their campaign
alive by beating Canada on June 11. But the weather in
Florida threatens to halt their progress, in what would be
a major disappointment for the 2009 champions. - DNA

AP

ICC
MEN'S T20

WORLD CUP

Tuesday June 13

West Indies vs
New Zealand
Brian Lara
Stadium (5.30am)

Bangladesh vs
Netherlands
Arnos Vale
Stadium (7.30pm)

England vs Oman
Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium (12am)

Omer
accuses...

From Pace 01

alleging that the govern-
ment has artificially inflated
many statistics. He con-
demned the government’s
agricultural claims, noting
the destruction of the wheat
crop and the inability of
farmers to sell it. “Bumper
crops are not benefiting the
government or farmers,”
Ayub said, forecasting an
impending crisis for rice due
to petrol smuggling from
Iran. Ayub also addressed
the issue of inflation, argu-
ing that despite global oil
price drops, the local pop-
ulation has not seen any
benefits. “Inflation has not
decreased; it has increased,”
he asserted, accusing the
government of artificially
maintaining the dollar rate
at 275, which he claims will
make essential goods more
expensive. He attributed
the ongoing electricity crisis
to import restrictions and
non-generation of electricity
rather than theft, describ-
ing the government as “the
pharaoh of time, talking to
the sky.” Furthermore, Ayub
condemned the new defama-
tion law in Punjab, calling it
a “poison killer for freedom
of the press,” and criticized
the installation of social me-
dia firewalls as an attack
on press freedom.

Achakzai to
lead talks
with govt...

FroMm PacGe 01

judiciary, parliament and
other state institutions.
Furthermore, the PTI’s
political leadership will
also be part of the negoti-
ations, the sources said.
The development comes
a day after PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar said that
the party’s incarcerated
founder, Imran Khan, had
given his approval for talks
with the government and
said that the party would
initiate negotiations after
talking to Achakzai. “We
told the PTI founder that
dialogue is necessary, as
the distance is widening.
He agreed with us [on
this],” said Gohar, when
speaking with journalists
outside the Adiala jail. The
PTI chairman noted that
the former prime minis-
ter wanted the avenues of
dialogue to be opened. He
told journalists that Khan
is ready to forgive what has
happened to him for rec-
onciliation. “PTI founder
has said many times that
‘T am ready to forgive what
happened to me’,” said the
PTI chairman. When asked
if the negotiations will take
place at the behest of the
Supreme Court’s advice,
Barrister Gohar said: “The
option given by the SC is
also under consideration.”

From Pack 01
energy and IT sectors as well as address the
challenges in the management of water re-
sources. Muhammad Aurangzeb said that
completion of ongoing projects will be given
priority in the PSDP 2024-25. He pointed out
that eighty-one percent resources have been
allocated for the ongoing projects and nine-
teen percent for the new projects.
He said development of basic infrastructure is
the basic responsibility of the government and
for this purpose it has been proposed to allo-
cate fifty-nine percent of the amount.
For the social sector, it is proposed to spend
twenty percent of the development budget.
The Finance Minister said ensuring balanced
regional development is a constitutional re-
sponsibility. Hence, ten percent resources
have been earmarked for AJK, Gilgit-Baltistan
and the Tribal districts about eleven point two
percent resources have been set aside for oth-
er sectors such as IT and telecom, Science and
Technology, Governance and production.
Announcing three pronged strategy to reduce
pension bill, Muhammad Aurangzeb said re-
forms will be introduced in the existing pen-
sion scheme as per international best practic-
es that would considerably decrease pension
liability for the next three decades.
He said contributory pension scheme has
been introduced for new employees which will
be supported by monthly government contri-
bution to ensure fully funded pension for fu-

Rs18 trillion budget unveiled...

ture employees since the very beginning of
their service. He said a pension fund will be
established to manage pension liability.
Regarding agriculture sector, the Finance
Minister announced that five billion rupees
have been proposed for the Markup and Risk
Sharing Scheme for Farm Mechanization un-
der the Kissan Package announced by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif in 2022.

He said under the scheme, financing will be
available to procure planters, tractors, thrash-
ers, harvesters, and mobile grain dryers.

The Finance Minister said 206 billion rupees
have been earmarked for water resources in
which 45 billion rupees have been set aside for
Mohmand dam, 40 billion for Diamer Bhasha
dam, 18 billion rupees for Chashma Right Bank
Canal and 10 billion rupees for Pat Feeder Ca-
nal. Unveiling the allocations for the energy
sector, the Finance Minister said 253 billion
rupees have been set aside in this regard. For
IT sector, he said 79 billion rupees have been
earmarked under which seven billion rupees
will be for digitalization and reforms in the
FBR. This amount will help expand tax base
and address loopholes by using state of the art
IT system. An IT park will be established in
Karachi at a cost of 8 billion rupees while 11
billion rupees will be set aside for Technology
Park Development Project in Islamabad.
Highlighting the importance of remittances

sent by overseas Pakistanis to their families,
the Finance Minister said over 86.9 billion ru-
pees have been proposed in the budget to facil-
itate the Pakistani diaspora. This amount will
be spent on re-imbursement of TT charges.
He said immigration landscape will be digi-
tized to simplify the immigration procedure
for facilitation of overseas Pakistanis.
Muhammad Aurangzeb said Mohsin-e-Paki-
stan award is being introduced for overseas
Pakistanis to recognize their extraordinary
services for the country.
Highlighting the importance of human devel-
opment, Muhammad Aurangzeb said a sub-
stantial amount has been proposed to improve
infrastructure and educational facilities in 167
government schools in the federal capital.
He said government is going to introduce a
school meal program for physical and men-
tal nourishment of students under which bal-
anced and nutritious food will be provided to
students of 200 primary schools of Islamabad.
He said pink buses will be plied from rural to
urban areas for female students. Besides, Dan-
ish schools are being expanded to Islamabad,
Balochistan, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Balti-
stan as per directions of the Prime Minister.
The Minister said the government is imple-
menting the principles of equality and justice
in tax laws. He said the exemptions and conces-
sions in taxes not only lessens government’s

revenue, but also affect socio- economic de-
velopment. The Minister said after reviewing
the concessions and exemptions in the Sales
Tax, the government has proposed waiving off
certain concessions and exemptions. He said
some of the goods would be taxed on reduced
rate while other would be taxed on standard
rate. The government has also proposed to in-
crease GST rate on Tier-1 Retailers of textile
and leather products from fifteen to eighteen
percent. It has also been proposed to impose
standard rate of eighteen percent tax on Mo-
bile Phones. It has also been suggested in the
budget to impose withholding tax on scrape of
copper, coal, paper and plastic, while exemp-
tion from sales tax on iron and steel scrap has
also been proposed in the budget to discour-
age tendency of fake or flying invoices.

The Minister said that exemption in taxes for
five years was given to newly merged districts,
erstwhile FATA and PATA, in 2018. This ex-
emption was ended in 2023, which was later
extended for one more year. However, now
this exemption is being withdrawn gradually
to bring these areas into national mainstream.
Similarly, the exemption in income tax given
to residents of erstwhile FATA and PATA has
been extended for one more year. The Minis-
ter said a fixed tax of 12 percent annually is
currently enforced on unpaid sales taxes and
FED, which is being increased by KIBOR+3

percent in order to harmonize it according to
policy rate of the State Bank of Pakistan.

The Finance Minister said the government is
undertaking several steps to give impetus to
climate mitigation efforts. For this purpose, he
said that Pakistan Climate Change Authority
will be made functional. He said that national
Climate Finance strategy will be prepared by
October this year with the aim to bring global
climate finance to Pakistan which will help im-
plement projects to reduce carbon emission.
He said that National Digital Climate Finance
Monitoring dashboard will be established to
maintain data of the foreign assistance.

He said that Gender and climate budget tag-
ging has been done in the budgeting and ac-
counting of the government.

Muhammad Aurangzeb said the government is
allocating four billion rupees for E-bikes and
two billion rupees for energy efficient fans.
Unveiling relief measures, the Finance Minis-
ter announced 25 percent increase in the sal-
aries of government employees from Grade-1
to 16 and 20 percent from Grade-17 to 22. He
also proposed 15 percent raise in the pension
of retired government employees. The mini-
mum wages are being increased from 32,000
to 37,000 rupees. The Minister said taxes on
vehicles’ registration and purchase up to 2000
CC were taken on the basis of engine capacity.
However, it has been proposed in the budget
that tax on all the vehicles would be taken on
prices of vehicles instead of its engine capacity
as it was enforced earlier.
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1dead as
mpox

outbreak
hits SA

JOHANNESBURG: An out-
break of mpox has killed
one person and infected four
more in South Africa, the
government said on Wednes-
day, adding it was trying to
secure more treatment drugs
as a precaution.

The five cases, reported
between May 8 and June 7,
were the first recorded in the
country since 2022, Health
Minister Joe Phaahla told
reporters. “One death is too
many, especially from a pre-
ventable and manageable dis-
ease,” Phaahla said, urging
those with suspected symp-
toms to seek medical atten-
tion and help trace contacts.
Previously known as monkey-
pox, mpox is a viral illness
transmitted through close
contact with infected humans
or animals, as well as via ma-
terials such as contaminated
sheets. The disease causes
painful and scarring lesions,
principally to the face, anus
and genitals. Common symp-
toms include a skin rash, fe-
ver, headache, muscle aches
and swollen lymph nodes,
according to the World
Health Organization (WHO).
Mpox was first discovered in
humans in 1970 in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo,
with the spread since then
mainly limited to certain
West and Central African
nations. But in May 2022,
infections surged worldwide,
mostly among men who have
sex with men, leading the
WHO to declare it a global
health emergency. —APP

Greece shuts
schools,
Acropolis as
heatwave hits

ATHENS: Greece shut the
ancient Acropolis tourist site,
suspended schools and sta-
tioned medics across Athens
on Wednesday as it faced the
first heatwave of the summer.
Temperatures were expect-
ed to hit 43 degrees Celsius
(109 degrees Fahrenheit) on
Wednesday and Thursday in
parts of the Mediterranean
country, driven by southerly
winds bringing hot air and
dust from North Africa. The
Acropolis hill, home to one
of the world’s most famous
archaeological sites that in-
cludes the Parthenon tem-
ple, was closed from noon to
5 p.m. (0900-1400 GMT) and
Red Cross staff handed out
bottles of water to tourists.
Many primary schools and
nurseries across the country
will shut for two days. Greece
is one of the most climate-im-
pacted countries in Europe.
Last year, rising tempera-
tures fueled deadly wildfires
and erratic rains caused
some of the worst flooding
on record, both of which dam-
aged crops and livelihoods.
Last winter was the hottest
on record and rainfall was
low, creating the conditions
for more fires, scientists
say. Similar conditions were
seen last year across much of
southern Europe, including
Portugal, France, Spain and
Italy where fires caused doz-
ens of deaths.—APP

Rwanda
accuses UN
refugee
agency of
lying
KIGALI: Rwanda said the
UN refugee agency had lied
when the organization told a
British court this week that
asylum seekers sent to the
East African country could
be moved on again to states
where they risked torture
or death.Lawyers represent-
ing the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) told the court on
Monday that Rwanda’s asy-
lum system was inadequate,
as part of a challenge to the
British government’s policy
to deport asylum seekers
there. The lawyers said re-
moving asylum seekers to
Rwanda put them at risk of
being transferred again in
a banned process known as
refoulement — building on
past evidence which formed
an important part of the UK
Supreme Court’s reasoning
when it ruled last year that
the British plan was unlawful.
“UNHCR is lying,” Rwanda’s
government  spokesperson
said in a statement late on
Tuesday. “The organization
seems intent on presenting
fabricated allegations to UK
courts about Rwanda’s treat-
ment of asylum seekers, while
still partnering with us to bring
African migrants from Libya to
safety in Rwanda,” the spokes-

person added.—APP

Hungary to allow NATO
aid to flow to Ukraine

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg says that he and Orban had agreed modalities for Hungary’s
non-participation in NATO’s support for Ukraine

ForeiGN DEsk

BRUSSELS: Hungary has agreed
not to block NATO from giving sup-
port to Ukraine but it will not pro-
vide any personnel or funds to help
the warravaged country, NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
said Wednesday.

At a summit in Washington next
month, US President Joe Biden
and his NATO counterparts are
expected to agree on a new system
for providing more predictable and
long-term security assistance and
military training to Ukraine’s be-
leaguered armed forces. “Hungary
will not participate in these NATO
efforts and I accept this position,”
Stoltenberg told reporters in Bu-

dapest, after talks with Hungari-
an Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Stoltenberg said that he and Orban
had “agreed modalities for Hunga-
ry’s non-participation in NATO’s
support for Ukraine.” NATO’s top
civilian official did not elaborate on
how that would work. “No Hungari-
an personnel will take part in these
activities and no Hungarian funds
will be used to support them,”
Stoltenberg said. “At the same
time, the prime minister has as-
sured me that Hungary will not op-
pose these efforts, enabling other
allies to move forward, and he has
confirmed that Hungary will contin-
ue to meet its NATO commitments
in full,” Stoltenberg added. NATO
takes all its decisions by consensus,
effectively giving any one of the 32

allies a veto. Hungary’s stridently
nationalist government has increas-
ingly become a thorn in the side of
NATO — and the European Union
— by undermining their efforts to
help Ukraine. All other allies agree
that Russia’s war on Ukraine poses
an existential threat to European

security. Orban, seen as one of
the friendliest European leaders
toward Russian President Vladimir
Putin, styles himself as a peace-
maker, and has labelled his EU and
NATO partners assisting Ukraine
as being “prowar.” He has also ad-
vocated for former US President
Donald Trump’s victory in the No-
vember election. Since Russia’s full-
fledged invasion in February 2022,
Ukraine’s Western backers have
routinely met as part of the Ukraine
Defense Contact Group, run by the
Pentagon, to drum up weapons and
ammunition for Kyiv. Stoltenberg has
spearheaded an effort to have NATO
coordinate that process. As an organ-
ization, the military alliance does not
send weapons to Ukraine and has no
plans to do so but many of its mem-

bers give help on a bilateral basis.
NATO allies provide more than 90
percent of the military support that
Ukraine receives. Plans are afoot
for NATO’s leaders to commit on
July 9-11 to maintain the level of
military support they have provided
Ukraine since the invasion began.
The world’s biggest security or-
ganization estimates the amounts
to around $40 billion worth of
equipment each year.At their
summit in Lithuania last year, Bid-
en and his counterparts promised
that they would “be in a position
to extend an invitation to Ukraine
to join the alliance when allies
agree and conditions are met.”
The consensus among members
now is that it should not happen
while war rages on.

Indonesia pledges to
increase UNRWA funding

FM Retno Marsudi said Indonesia was going to triple its

contributions to UNRWA. The Southeast Asian nation
has also sent several aid shipments to Gaza

EU threatens tariff
hike on Chinese
electric vehicles

BEIJING : The European Union will hike tariffs on Chinese
electric vehicles (EVs) on July 4, unless Beijing fail to agree
a “solution” to subsidies that the bloc says are distorting
its markets. The European Commission said on Wednes-
day that it would raise tariffs on Chinese carmakers to 38

WEB DESK

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s
President-elect ~ Prabowo
Subianto has pledged to in-
crease contributions to the
UN’s Palestine agency and
send more medical teams
to Gaza, his office said on
Wednesday. Subianto, who
is still serving as Indone-
sia’s defense minister be-
fore he takes the top office
in October, on Tuesday
attended an international
aid conference on Gaza in
Jordan, where he said the
“humanitarian catastrophe”
in the besieged strip must
be addressed immediately.

“Indonesia is willing and
ready to contribute to all ef-
forts to lessen the suffering
of our brothers and sisters
in Palestine and we are hop-
ing to work together with
countries in the region,”
he was quoted as saying
in a Ministry of Defense
statement. During the con-

ference, co-hosted by King
Abdullah II, Egyptian Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi
and UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, Subianto
said that “stronger support
for an independent and
sovereign Palestine” was
the real solution to Israel’s
war on Gaza, in which more
than 37,000 Palestinians
have been killed since Oc-
tober. “We will significantly
increase our contributions to
UNRWA and other immedi-
ate humanitarian assistance.
We are ready to deploy more
medical teams and a field
hospital to operate in Gaza,”
Subianto said, adding that
Indonesia was also ready to
deploy its hospital ship and
assist in humanitarian air-
drops. In December, Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi said
Indonesia was going to triple
its contributions to UNRWA.
The Southeast Asian nation
has also sent several aid
shipments to Gaza. Jakarta

does not have diplomatic
relations with Tel Aviv and
has been one of the most
vocal supporters of Pales-
tine since the beginning of
Israel’s onslaught on Gaza. It
sees Palestinian statehood as
mandated by its constitution,
which calls for the abolition
of colonialism. Subianto also
said Indonesia was willing
to evacuate 1,000 patients
to be treated in Indonesian
hospitals, as well as children
and orphans for post-trauma
treatment and schooling, and
return them all to Gaza once
it was safe to do so.

“Although we are willing to
support and contribute to
all these efforts, the ... final
solution to this problem is a
two-state solution,” he told
the conference. In a meeting
with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Subianto
said Indonesia was “ready to
contribute” on all efforts to
achieve an immediate cease-
fire. Last week, US President

Joe Biden laid out what he
called a “three-phase” Israe-
li proposal for a ceasefire in
Gaza, which would include
negotiations for a permanent
ceasefire in the Palestinian
enclave and also an exchange
of some Israeli hostages for
Palestinian prisoners. Qatar
and Egypt are now leading
mediation efforts for the
plan, which has since been
adopted as a resolution by
the UN Security Council.
“Indonesia is ready to work
with the US, Egypt and Qa-
tar to ensure that negotia-
tions continue to achieve a
permanent ceasefire and a
just and lasting peace in Pal-
estine,” Subianto told Blink-
en. “An immediate, full and
comprehensive  ceasefire
is essential to revive the
peace process.” Following
his eetings in Jordan, Su-
bianto traveled to Jeddah,
where he is scheduled to
meet Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

percent, up from the current level of 10 percent, on July
4, unless talks with China can resolve the subsidies issue.
The argument over EVs is the latest in a series of trade
spats between the EU and Beijing, especially focusing on
green technologies. In a press release, the EU executive
said it has reached out to Chinese authorities to discuss the
findings of its investigation into the subsidies and “explore
possible ways to resolve the issues”. The new import du-
ties will apply from July 4 “should discussions with Chinese
authorities not lead to an effective solution”, it said. The
EU’s action was widely expected amid an investigation
into China’s state support for its automakers, who have
taken advantage of the 10 percent tariff, which is signifi-
cantly lower than that imposed by the likes of the US or
India. The commission believes Chinese-built EVs are
20 percent cheaper than their European counterparts
and that has helped imports - including vehicles from
Western brands like Tesla and BMW that have car plants
in China - into the EU skyrocket in recent years, rising
from 57,000 units in 2020 to more than 437,000 in 2023,
according to the EU’s statistics body Eurostat. The EU
says Chinese brands, including BYD and SAIC, are also
increasing market share as Beijing’s massive subsidies
help them undercut European brands on price. The spat
over EVs is just the latest in a broader trade dispute
over what the EU says is China’s unfair state support for
green tech exports that also include solar panels, batteries
and wind turbines. Reflecting that ongoing discussion, and
the wide expectation regarding the probe, some took the
commission’s announcement in their stride._APP

Greece, Jordan
assist in tackling
Cyprus wildfire

NICOSIA: Aircraft from Greece and Jordan were helping
Cypriot authorities battle a large wildfire in the southwest-
ern Paphos region believed to have been started by an il-
legal landfill, officials said Wednesday. The fire broke out
Tuesday east of the village of Giolou, triggering a national
emergency plan that saw civil defense evacuate five moun-
tain villages at risk. Officials said two air tractors from the
Royal Jordanian Air Force and two planes from Greece were
deployed Wednesday to tackle the blaze in the rugged ter-
rain. Nicosia activated the European Union fire assistance
protocol to seek help in containing the fire. Fire service
chief Nicos Logginos told state radio Wednesday that seven
aircraft, including two Canadair planes from Greece, are
operating over the active fronts. He said that due to harsh
terrain, ground forces are unable to reach the area. Over
300 people, including fire crews, supported by bulldozers,
are working to secure the perimeter of the fire.

Logginos said police have evidence the fire started from an
illegal landfill site. Around 48 people evacuated from the
fire zone were taken to hotels, said local daily Kathimer-
ini Cyprus. The scale of the fire prompted President Nikos
Christodoulides to return early from a Gaza aid summit in
Jordan on Tuesday to visit the crisis control center. During
a meeting with King Abdullah II of Jordan, he requested
additional aerial support to combat the fire in Paphos.
Fire service spokesman Andreas Kettis said a number
of homes suffered extensive damage or were destroyed,
but the scale of the destruction has yet to be determined.
Residents have complained that homes were destroyed
because of the slow response to the fire’s outbreak. The
community leader in the village of Lemona, Kyriakos
Charalambous, told the Cyprus News Agency it took “too
long” for aerial firefighting units to arrive. Wildfires often
erupt in Cyprus during the sweltering summer months on
the island which suffers from a severe lack of rainfall. The
Department of Meteorology issued a yellow alert for Wednes-
day for extreme heat, with maximum temperatures expected
to reach 41 degrees Celsius.—APP
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Islamabad : Vice CEO Huawei Pakistan, Ray Yu called on the Federal Minister for Science and
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Technology Dr. Khalid Maqgbool Siddiqui.—DNA

S.Asia grapples with scorching heat wave

ANKARA : Several Southeast Asian countries are in the grip of a scorching heat wave, with temperatures shooting up to
43 degrees Celsius (109.4 Fahrenheit). A searing heat wave continued to wreak havoc in the central and northern swathes
of China on Wednesday with temperatures in some cities in Hebei and Henan provinces touching 43C or above, English
daily Global Times reported. The heat wave is also intensifying drought in Henan, one of the country’s major crop-produc-
ing provinces. The Hebei Meteorological Service maintained its red alert, the highest level for high temperatures on
Wednesday. The weather forecast said that the searing heat wave will intensify impact in Hebei on Wednesday and
Thursday with a large part of the province to be affected. Cities such as Baoding and Langfang in the province, as
well as places to the south will bake under blistering heat where the mercury is expected to soar to 37C (98.6 F) - 43
C. On Thursday, the middle and southern parts of the province will continue to suffer from high temperatures of 38C
to 40C, with some places expected to reach a stifling 41C (105.8 F) to 44C (111.2 F). Japan on Wednesday experienced
its first “extremely hot day” as the temperature hit 35C (95F) in Fukushima prefecture and shot above 30C (86F) in parts
of Tokyo, local English daily Japan Times reported citing the country’s meteorological agency.—APP

Seoul and Washington subsequently claiming Pyongyang was
shipping weapons to Moscow for use in Ukraine

WEB DESK

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un on Wednesday hailed his
country’s ties with Russia, saying
the two nations were “invincible
comrades-in-arms,” amid reports
President Vladimir Putin will visit
Pyongyang imminently.

Kim made a rare overseas trip to
meet Putin in Russia’s far east last
year, with Seoul and Washington
subsequently claiming Pyongyang
was shipping weapons to Moscow
for use in Ukraine, violating UN
sanctions, in return for technical
help with its satellite program.
Putin was expected to pay a re-

turn visit to North Korea in the
coming days, after the Kremlin
told Russian media in May that
the trip was “being prepared.”

South Korea’s Yonhap news agen-
cy reported the visit could take
place “as early as next week,”
as part of a tour that would also
include a stop in Vietnam. Ties
between North Korea and Russia
have “developed into an unbreak-
able relationship of comrades-in-
arms,” leader Kim wrote in a mes-
sage to Putin carried in the official
Korean Central News Agency
Wednesday. Their “meaningful”
ties will “further consolidate the
eternal milestone” in the new era,
Kim added, according to KCNA.

Yonhap said that satellite images
showed possible signs of a “large
structure” being installed in
Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung Square.
Such activity has previously been
observed when North Korea was
preparing for large-scale events
in the capital, such as military
parades or visits by high-ranking
foreign figures, according to Yon-
hap. When he visited Putin last
year, Kim said the North’s ties
with Moscow were his country’s
“number one priority.” Analysts
have also warned that ramped-up
testing and production of artillery
and cruise missiles by the nucle-
ar-armed North could be in prepa-
ration for shipments to Russia for

use in Ukraine. North Korea is
barred by UN sanctions from any
tests using ballistic technology,
but Moscow used its UN Security
Council veto in March to effec-
tively end UN monitoring of vio-
lations, for which Pyongyang has
specifically thanked Russia. North
Korea has denied the allegations
that it is shipping weapons to
Russia, calling the claim “absurd.”
However, a pentagon report
last month said Russia is using
North Korean ballistic missiles in
Ukraine, citing debris analysis.

Experts said that during Putin’s
visit to Pyongyang, North Ko-
rea would likely push to export
more war materials to be used in

the Ukraine war, in exchange for
importing food and energy from
Russia. There is a “disparity in
the threat perception between
what’s happening in Ukraine —
an actual, visible conflict — and
what’s happening in North Ko-
rea — the possibility of a crisis,
which may seem distant when
compared to the realities of the
Russia-Ukraine war,” Soo Kim, a
former CIA analyst, said.“This
plays to both Putin and Kim’'s
advantage, obviously, as Putin,
who’s currently embroiled in
the war and is pressed to receive
help in his war efforts, and Kim
is keen to build out his weapons
program further,” she added.

First 100 days
of NA ‘slow-
paced’ Fafen

From Pace 01
eight parties, including the
Pakistan Peoples Party
Parliamentarians  (PPPP),
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan  (MQM-P),
Pakistan Muslim League
Quaid (PML-Q), Isteh-
kam-e-Pakistan Party (IPP),
Pakistan Muslim League
Zia (PML-Z), Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) and the
National Party (NP). The
House, however, still re-
mains short of 26 members.
According to Fafen, at least
23 sessions have been con-
ducted in the lower house of
the Parliament up until now,
spanning over 66 hours and
33 minutes. The speaker
and deputy speaker chaired
84% of the proceedings.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has, so far, attended
only two sessions, which
makes up 10% of his attend-
ence as compared to for-
mer premier and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) found-
er Imran Khan’s 29% in the
first 100 days of his ousted
government. Fafen added
that the assembly elected
its standing committee on
May 17 after a month-long
delay. In the first 100 days,
only a money bill has been
approved by the House. The
Fafen report highlights that
at least 159 members, or
51%, actively participated by
sponsoring agenda items or
participating in discussions
out of the 310 members,
61% of which were females
and 49% males. On average,
230 members were present
in one session, with a max-
imum attendance of 302
and a minimum of 176. The
House addressed 76% of its
business, including 20 leg-
islative bills, 93 questions,
28 calling attention notices
(CANs), and 11 resolutions.
In his maiden speech, PM
Shehbaz outlined his govern-
ment’s plans for foreign rela-
tions, agriculture, economic
affairs, tax reforms, energy,
human development, and
law and order, the Fafen re-
port maintained.

PPP again
invited to
join federal
cabinet

From Pace 01

has started working for
the inclusion of new cabi-
net members and has once
again invited the PPP to be
a part of the cabinet with
talks going on in this regard.
After the decision of the
leadership, this matter will
be kept before the top deci-
sion-making body of the par-
ty — the Central Executive
Committee (CEC) — which
will make the final call. The
report said that Federal
Minister Ahsan Igbal has
been given an important
task by the PML-N lead-
ership following which he
has contacted Balochistan
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bug-
ti and Qamar Zaman Kaira
on the issue. It is impor-
tant to note that after the
elections, the PPP decided
against joining the PML-N
alliance in the Centre and
Punjab but voted for Sheh-
baz Sharif as prime minis-
ter. The PPP had initially
decided not to take any min-
istries and had limited itself
to only constitutional and
parliamentary posts as per
a formula agreed with the
PML-N. However, the party
changed its mind recently
and expressed its desire to
join the Punjab government
if offered “a proper share”.
Senior PPP leader and Sen-
ate Chairman Yousuf Raza
Gilani made the announce-
ment last month while
speaking with journalists
in Multan at his residence.
The party leadership could
consider joining the cabinet
of Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif if provided
with a proper space in the
province, he had said.

More
than 1.5M
Muslims
arrive in...

FroMm PacGe 01

They wore ihrams, two
unstitched sheets of white
cloth that resemble a
shroud. Many were seen
carrying umbrellas against
the sun, in temperatures
reaching 42 degrees Celsi-
us (107 Fahrenheit) during
the day on Tuesday.

“l was relieved when I
arrived at the Al-Masjid
Al-Haram and saw the
Kaaba,” said Rabeia al-
Raghi, a Moroccan wom-
an who came to Mecca
for Hajj along with her
husband and their daugh-
ter. “I am very happy.”
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Three ANF
personnel
martyred

FAIsAL SHEIKH

RAWALPINDIL: At least
three Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) personnel were mar-
tyred on Wednesday in a
shootout with suspected
drug traffickers near Turkey
toll plaza, Jhelum. According
to an ANF Headquarters
spokesman, the suspects
were traveling on GT Road
when they were signaled to
stop at the toll plaza.

The smugglers tried to es-
cape from the scene. The
ANF team after a brief
chase managed to intercept
them when the suspects
opened fire on the ANF
team, resulting in the mar-
tyrdom of three personnel,
including Head Constable
Gulzar, Lance NaikMazhar
and a civilian. A jawan and
the civilian lost their lives
on the spot while another
jawan was shifted to Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospi-
tal, Jhelum where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Fire in Kuwaiti
building
kills 41

KUWAIT CITY: A fire that
erupted in a building housing
workers in the Kuwaiti city of
Mangaf early on Wednesday
has killed at least 41 people,
the country’s deputy prime
minister Sheikh  Fahad
Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah said
during a visit to the site.
The deputy prime minister
accused real estate owners
of violations and greed,
saying those factors con-
tributed towards the inci-
dent. “Unfortunately, the
greed of real estate owners
is what leads to these mat-
ters,” said Sheikh Fahad,
who also runs the interior
and defence ministries.
Major General EidRashed
Hamad said the fire was re-
ported to authorities at 6am
local time. “The building in
which the fire occurred
was used to house work-
ers, and there was a large
number of workers there.
Dozens were rescued, but
unfortunately, there were
many deaths as a result of
inhaling smoke from the
fire,” another senior police
commander told state TV.
“We always alert and warn
against” cramming too
many workers into housing
accommodation, he said,
without providing details
on the workers’ type of em-
ployment or place of origin.
The fire was contained
and authorities were inves-
tigating its cause, officials
said. - Agencies

Maneka’s
arrest warrant

1ssued

SAHIWAL: A special judge
of anti-corruption has is-
sued arrest warrant for For-
mer first lady Bushra Bibi’s
ex-husband KhawarManeka
and his son Musa Maneka.

As per details, special judge
anti-corruption Asif Bashir
also ordered the authorities
to arrest KhawarManeka
and his son and present
them before court.

On August 11, 2023, an-
ti-corruption Okara booked
Maneka and his sons in
a case pertaining to con-
structing a market after
grabbing the land.

The Anti-corruption stated
that the market construc-
tion has costed millions of
losses to the national Kkitty.

On September 25 2023,
the Punjab Anti-Corruption
Establishment (ACE) ar-
rested Khawar Farid Mane-
ka, ex-husband of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan’s wife Bushra
Bibi, on illegal construction
charges in Lahore.

An ACE spokesperson
confirmed the arrest of
Maneka saying that he was
apprehended on charges of
illegally constructing a mar-
riage hall on the cemetery
land. Later, in another case
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) commenced
inquiry against Bushra Bi-
bi’'s ex-husband, over com-
plaints of financial irreg-
ularities. =~ KhawarManeka
and his family are accused
of taking huge financial ben-
efits during the tenure of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
government. The NAB has
begun collecting the record
of the assets owned by Kha-
warManeka and his family
members. - Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Former Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Managing Director Pakistan Sweet Homes Zamurrad Khan, Ambassador of the Philippines
\_ Maria Agnes Cervantes, Heads of Missions of the ASEAN countries cutting cake to celebrate the National Day of the Philippines. — DNA
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Taliban participation 1n
Doha conference crucial

“We are hopeful that this time around, Islamic Emirate will send its representatives (to Doha) to be
able to engage with international commumty in a constructive and effective manner, UN diplomat said

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Islamic Emirate is do-
ing a fairly notable job to achieve an inclu-
sive system of governance in Afghanistan.
However, a socially cohesive Afghanistan
requires it to increase so that every Afghan
citizen feels that they equally belong to the
country and the government equally belongs
to them. UNAMA is also engaging with all
Afghans to help them achieve a broad-based
governance system that includes everybody.
These remarks were made by the head of
the Pakistan-based liaison office for the
U.N. Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA), MalickCeesay, during the 4th
round of Pak-Afghan Religious Scholars
Dialogue, organized by the Center for Re-
search and Security Studies (CRSS).

In his interaction with the participating
religious scholars from the two countries,
Ceesay noted that the Taliban have allowed
Afghan females to work in some public
offices related to passport, immigration,
healthcare, and agriculture, but these con-
cessions have been overshadowed due to
bans on the remaining women'’s access to
employment and girls’ education beyond
grade six. He emphasized the importance
of the easement of restrictions on women'’s
access to education and employment and
an inclusive system of governance in the

country to pay the way for its recognition.
“Islam never says that women should not
go to school, and Islam never says that
women should not go to work. Which (ver-
sion of) Islam and which Quran says that?
It’s not found in there,” he added.

Ceesay encouraged the Taliban to attend a
conference on Afghanistan later this month,
stating that it would help return much-need-
ed global attention to the crisis-ridden coun-
try, as Ukraine war and Gaza hostilities had
dramatically shifted the international atten-
tion from Afghanistan and that’s a concern
for the United Nations. “We don’t want Af-
ghanistan to be forgotten”, he said. “We are
hopeful that this time around, the Islamic

Emirate will send its representatives (to
Doha) to be able to engage with the inter-
national community in a constructive and
effective manner, the U.N. diplomat said.

While moderating the two-day dialogue, the
former chairman of the Council of Islamic
Ideology (CII), Dr. QiblaAyaz highlight-
ed the potential of religious diplomacy to
serve as an unofficial communication chan-
nel between two countries’ leadership and
people and help address the issues of bi-
lateral, regional, and international concern.
He urged both sides to let go of the bitter
baggage of history and foster vision-orient-
ed engagement at different levels of the
relationship in the interest of the two coun-

tries’ connected future. Speaking about the
role of media in shaping perceptions, espe-
cially of the public on both sides, Dr. Ayaz
cautioned about negative propaganda in the
cyber-space and the need to critically per-
ceive the information available in the online
medium. Discussing the girls’ education in
Afghanistan, he urged Taliban leadership to
consider the international community’s of-
fer - like the ones made by Turkey and Indo-
nesia — to improve the country’s educational
landscape and cultivate an environment con-
ducive to girls and women empowerment.

Founding chairman of the UK-based Forum
for International Relations Development
(FIRD), Toaha Qureshi moderated one of the
sessions during the gathering and shared the
UK’s counter-terrorism experience and how
community-led approaches - that onboard
community stakeholders as part of the solu-
tion and not view them as part of the prob-
lem - serve as an inclusive model to tackle
the security threats. During the discussions
spanning two days, the participating religious
scholars from both sides deliberated several
proposals concerning different areas of rela-
tionship between the two sides and the sta-
bility of the region at large. They urged the
Afghan government to address the barriers
to girls’ education related to curriculum and
infrastructure and launch teachers’ capaci-
ty-building programs with the support of in-

ternational donor bodies and institutions.

Hezbollah
rains rockets
on Israel
after top
commander

killed

BEIRUT: The Lebanese
Hezbollah resistance move-
ment has conducted a mas-
sive rocket attack against
the northern side of the
1948 Israeli-occupied terri-
tories after a high-ranking
field commander of the
group was killed in Israeli
attacks. The Israeli military
said in a statement that
the group launched over
100 rockets from southern
Lebanon towards the Gal-
ilee region on Wednesday,
stressing it marks one of
the largest barrages carried
out by Hezbollah.

The statement added that
the barrage saw the city of
Tiberias targeted for the
first time. It went on to as-
sert that several rockets
were intercepted by the re-
gime’s so-called Iron Dome
systems, while others im-
pacted at several locations.
As a result of the rocket
impacts, several fires were
sparked, the Israeli army
said. Meanwhile, Israeli
media outlets reported that
some rockets had slammed
into a factory at Sassa kib-
butz in the Upper Galilee
area, causing damage. There
were also reports of power
outage in Safed city in the
northern sector of the 1948
occupied territories as a re-
sult of the Hezbollah rocket
strike. - Agencies

Russian
peacekeepers

withdraw from
Karabakh

ForeigN DESk

BAKU: Russian peacekeep-
ers on Wednesday complet-
ed their withdrawal from
Azerbaijan’s Nagorno-Kara-
bakh region, which Baku re-
captured last year from Ar-
menian separatists, officials
in Baku said. Azerbaijan
and Armenia had fought two
wars — in 2020 and in the
1990s — for control of the
then-breakaway enclave.
“The process of the full
withdrawal of the manpow-
er, weapons, and equipment
of Russia’s peacekeeping
contingent (in Karabakh)
from Azerbaijan was com-
pleted on June 12,” the de-
fense ministry in Baku said
in a statement.

The withdrawal, which
began in April, has been
agreed between Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his Azerbaijani counter-
part ITham Aliyev.

Macron urges
France to unite and
say no to extremes

President Macron has been widely criticised for an
apparently spontaneous decision to call elections, an
hour after his party polled below 15% while National

Rally scored almost 31.5% in the European vote

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron has de-
fended his shock decision to dissolve parliament and
call elections, urging French voters to come together
Three days after his
bombshell announcement in response to the far-right
National Rally’s dramatic victory in European elections,
Mr Macron denied he wanted to hand them the keys to
power. He said calling elections was the only republican
option. He said that a broad range of political groups
who “cannot identify with this extremist fever” should
unite against it. His decision to call two rounds of elec-
tions on 30 June and 7 July has prompted four parties
on the left to agree a pact to work together, but the
conservative Republicans have been left deeply divided.
Hardline Republicans leader Eric Ciotti is facing calls
to resign after he called for an alliance with the Na-

General Sahir Shamshad Mirza
awarded Turkey's ‘Legion of Menit

RAWALPINDI: General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, who is on an official visit to Tur-
klye called on General (R) Yasar GULER, Minister of Defence, General Metin Gurak, Commander Turkish General Staff,

. General Selcuk Bayraktaroglu, Com-
mander Turkish Land Forces, Admi-
ral Ercument Tatlioglu, Command-
er Turkish Naval Forces, General
Ziya Cemal Kadioglu, Commander
of Turkish Air Force and Haluk
Gorgiin, President SSB, a govern-
ment agency dealing with defence
production. During the meetings,
both sides deliberated upon various
areas of mutual interest, bilateral
defense cooperation including secu-
rity, counter-terrorism, and the pre-
vailing regional environment. The
military leadership shared commit-
ments to enhance defense engage-
ments between both countries and
reaffirmed their resolve to further
fortify the fraternal relationship. In
recognition of meritorious services
and contributions, General Sahir
. Shamshad Mirza was also awarded
| the ‘Legion of Merit’. - DNA

and “say no to the extremes”.

tional Rally, led by Marine Le Pen and Jordan Bardella.
Although an estimated half of grassroots Republicans
back such an alliance, the vast majority of party leaders
have rejected it out of hand. MrCiotti said the party’s
Paris HQ was being shut for security reasons, hours
before an emergency meeting to decide whether to de-
pose him was due to take place there.

He denied any such meeting had been planned. President
Macron has been widely criticised for an apparently spon-
taneous decision to call elections, an hour after his par-
ty polled below 15% while National Rally scored almost
31.5% in the European vote. Two years into his second
term as president, his party is without a majority in the
National Assembly, so every piece of legislation requires
support from political allies. He said the system had be-
come jammed, leaving the government unable to act. Mr
Macron said that as president, he would not get involved
in campaigning and would leave that to Prime Minister
Gabriel Attal, although his speech on Wednesday sounded
very much like the launch of his party’s campaign. Asked
by a reporter whether he had handed the keys of France
to the far right, Mr Macron said that doing nothing was
not an option and asking the people to decide was a prin-
ciple of democracy. Voters who had backed National Rally
on Sunday had expressed their anger, he said: “Message
received.” Mr Macron turned his fire on both the left and
right, arguing that the masks of both had slipped and the
battle for values had burst into the daylight. - Agencies
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