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ISLAMABAD: Female ambassadors/high commissioners in Islamabad including Ambassadors
of Bulgaria, Italy, the Netherlands, European Union, High Commissioners of UK and
Canada had a meeting with the first-ever Lt. General of Pakistan Army Nigar Johar.
The participants exchanged views on a variety of issues. — DNA
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US supports

Indo-Pak
negotiations

Relations between
India and Pakistan
have deteriorated
since August 5,
2019, when New
Delhi unilaterally
annexed the disputed
Himalayan region of
Jammu and Kashmir

ForeiGN DEsk

WASHINGTON: The Unit-
ed States support “direct
discussions” between India
and Pakistan, saying the
two neighbouring coun-
tries should work out the
mode for the talks them-
selves, State Department
Spokesperson Matthew
Miller has said. “We val-
ue our important relation-
ships with both India and
Pakistan,” he said in re-
sponse to a question from
a Pakistani TV channel
reporter at his daily news
briefing on Thursday.

“As we have said, we sup-
port direct discussions be-
tween India and Pakistan,
but the pace, scope and
character should be deter-
mined by those two coun-
tries, not by us,” Miller
added. Relations between
India and Pakistan have
deteriorated since August
5, 2019, when New Delhi
unilaterally annexed the
disputed Himalayan region
of Jammu and Kashmir,
leading to heightened ten-
sions between them. Offi-
cial talks between the two
countries have remained
suspended since then.
Answering another ques-
tion, he stated, “US and
Pakistan both have a com-
mon goal of addressing
regional security threats.”
“We partner with Pakistan
on security through our
high-level counter-terror-
ism dialogue, including
several counter-terrorism
capacity  building  pro-
grammes, and we support
a series of US-Pakistan
military-to-military en-
gagements,” Miller said.

£190 million reference case

Imran Khan claims
talks may result in
toppling of govt

Former PM says he wants to negotiate for the sake
of Pakistan, not for himself or the government

KHAYAM ABBASI

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founding chairman Imran Khan stat-
ed on Friday that any negotiations with the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
could result in the downfall of their govern-
ment. During an informal media chat at the
hearing of the £190 million reference case,
the incarcerated former PM expressed his
desire to negotiate for Pakistan’s benefit,
not for personal or governmental interests.
“I want to negotiate for Pakistan, not for
myself or the government,” he said. Imran
reiterated his willingness to step back if it
benefits the country, saying, “Convince me
it benefits the country, and I will step back.”
He criticised the current government

Continued on Page 06

Reduce loadshedding
or things might
get out of hand,

KP CM warns

“..it is a pity that the federal
government is not fulfilling its
promises,” says KP chief minister

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
Friday warned the Shehbaz Sharif-led
federal government that things could
get out of hand if it does not reduce

Continued on Page 06

Shazia Mari says

'Not blackmailing'
PMIL-N on budget

Marri says nothing substantial came out of the
talks between PPP chief and prime minister

NazIr SiyAL

KARACHI: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Central Information Secretary Shazia Marri
said Friday that her party was not strong-arm-
ing the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), which is in power in the centre,
over the federal budget. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb presented the budget
for the next fiscal year, starting July 1, earlier
this month, but the PPP — the main ally of
the PML-N — had raised strong objections
to the proposals. The party leaders had said
that the PML-N had taken a solo flight in pre-
paring the budget, while another had claimed
that the PPP was not consulted at all on the
financial blueprint. With the differences

Continued on Page 06

Punjab imposes
Section 144 to
stave off protests

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: The Punjab government on
Friday imposed Section 144 across the
province in light of “the prevailing law
and order situation”, thereby banning
protests and public gatherings. The im-
position of Section 144 across Punjab
comes as PTI plans to carry out nation-
wide protests today demanding the re-
lease of incarcerated leader Imran Khan.

Continued on Page 06

Gout to ensure timely completion
of CPEC projects: PM Shehbaz

Minister stressed the importance of enhanced exchanges between
the political parties of the two countries for experience-sharing,
capacity building and people-centered governance

Strategic ties with China
to continue: COAS

Chinese minister expressed satisfaction
with the progress achieved on CPEC

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister receives Mr. Liu Jianchao,
Minister of International Department of Communist Party of
China Mr. Liu Jianchao, Minister of International Department
of the Communist Party of China (IDCPC) called on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad earlier.

Continued on Page 06

StAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff Gen Asim Munir
reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to
the strategic partnership with China and pledged full
support for the successful implementation of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship
project of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). He
expressed the resolve during a meeting with Liu Ji-
anchao, Minister of the International Department of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of

Continued on Page 06

Armenia
recognizes
Mate ol
Palestine

A series of countries
have recognised the
State of Palestine
amid the war

News DESK

YEREVAN:Armenia an-
nounced Friday its recog-
nition of the State of Pal-
estine, the latest country
to do so during the war in
Gaza, saying it was against
“violence towards civilian
populations.” A series of
countries have recognised
the State of Palestine amid
the war between Israel and
Hamas, drawing strong
rebukes from Israeli offi-
cials. “Confirming its com-
mitment to international
law, equality of nations,
sovereignty and peaceful
coexistence, the Republic
of Armenia recognises the
State of Palestine,” Yere-
van said. Armenia added
that it is “genuinely inter-
ested in establishing long-
term peace and stability in

the Middle-East.”

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on
Saturday on account
of weekly off therefore
there will be no

newspaper on Sunday.
- Editor /

Minister Jianchao says

Pakistan

security

situation matter
of concern for
Chinese investors

Says Political stability vital for development
of a country; all political parties to join hands for
the political stability of the country; broad political
consensus needed for CPEC success; security and
business environment need to be improved

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Visiting Chinese Development
Minister Liu Jianchao has advised advised
Pakistani political leadership to shun differ-
ences as “internal stability is imperative for
any nation to develop”. “In a turbulent world
of rising uncertainties, stability within the
country is essential for development. Faced
with complex internal and external challeng-
es, Pakistan is navigating carefully through
turbulent rivers,” Minister of the Interna-
tional Department of the Communist Party
of China (IDCPC) Liu Jianchao said. Jianchao
made the remarks as he co-chaired — along
with Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar — the third
meeting of the Pakistan-China Joint Con-
sultative Mechanism (JCM) of the Political
Parties on the CPEC. Leaders belonging
to all major political parties, including the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), were present during
the event. PTI's Barrister Ali Zafar and
Raoof Hasan, PML-N’s Ahsan Igbal, Jamiat

Continued on Page 06

Dar says fool-
proof security to
be ensured for
Chinese nationals

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar met Mr. Liu Jianchao, Min-
ister of Central Committee of the
International Department of Com-
munist Party of China (IDCPC) today
in Islamabad. THE Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister appre-
ciated the positive contribution of
CPEC to Pakistan’s socio-economic
development, and progress and pros-
perity. He underscored that as the
flagship project of President China’s
Belt and Road Initiative, CPEC has

Continued on Page 06

budget.
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PRINT OR PERISH

The 10% GST Threatens Free Press

1. The newspaper industry iz facing an existential crisis due to the 10% GET proposed on pewsprint in the recent

In an environment full of fake news and disinformation, newspapers are a vital souree for credible and authentic
pews, They play an important role in promoting democratic valees and shaping informed public opinions, The
imposition of this GST will push many newspapers, particularly small and regional newspapers, towards closure.

3. Newspapers orpanisations are already subsidising the cost of their publications for their readers as they are not
passing on the cost burden to the readers, Taxing the newspapers will further weaken the economics of the print
media and impact the citizens” nght 1o know,

4. This tax threatens the survival of an already struggling newspaper industry. While reducing the quality and quantity
of news coverage, the tax will increases production costs, endanger jobs, restrict the ability for the industry to pay
competitive amd timely salaries and will make it impossible for print media organisations o implement the
government mandated Wage Board for newspaper emplovess,

We urge the government to reconsider and withdraw this
tax to ensure the survival and continued contribution of
newspapers to an enlightened society.
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Tourism surge

Over 400,000
visitors flock to KP
over Eidul Azha

Naran Kaghan emerge as most popular spot, attracting
over 174,000 tourists alone

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR :

During the recently
concluded Eidul Azha holidays, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa witnessed a signifi-
cant influx of tourists, with more than
400,000 visitors exploring various
scenic destinations from June 17 to
19. Naran Kaghan emerged as the
most popular spot, attracting over
174,000 tourists alone. The pictur-
esque valleys and serene landscapes
of Naran Kaghan continue to charm
visitors seeking respite from urban
life. In Galiyat, a total of 162,000 tour-
ists enjoyed cultural sites and histori-
cal landmarks, highlighting the city’s
rich heritage. Additionally,
Jabba in Swat welcomed over 46,000
visitors, while Upper Dir saw 23,000
tourists exploring its natural beauty.
The surge in tourist numbers under-

Malam

scores Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s grow-
ing appeal as a top destination for
domestic travelers, offering a blend of
natural beauty, cultural heritage, and
adventure opportunities. Local au-
thorities and businesses have been
working to ensure a memorable ex-
perience for visitors while managing
the influx responsibly. Mean while,
As per figures shared by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Integrated Tourism
Development Project (KITE), a pro-
vincial initiative by the provincial
government to develop tourism in
KP, 583,452 tourists in total visited
on Eid-ul- Fitar. “Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa’s tourist spots remained tourists’
first priority during Eid holidays,”
the KP Culture and Tourism Author-
ity said in a statement. “During the
five days [April 10-14], over 583,000
tourists visited the tourist spots of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.” According
to a breakdown shared by KITE,

Galiyat saw the highest number of
visitors with over 237,500 visiting
the area during the five days while
151,900 visited Malam Jabba. As
many as 92,470 tourists visited Kum-
rat Valley while 77,372 toured Naran
and Kaghan areas, the data showed.
Pakistan’s inflation last year peaked
at 36.4 percent during April 2023
while food inflation surged to 49.1
percent. The South Asian country’s
inflation outpaced price gains even in
Sri Lanka as its currency depreciated
and Pakistan hiked fuel and energy
prices to comply with the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF).
2024, however, Pakistan’s inflation
rate measured by the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) fell to 20.7 percent, its
lowest in 23 months. However, the
country continues to face significant
financial challenges, with dwindling
foreign exchange reserves and a weak
national currency.

In March

~ SNGPL
disconnects

4 more
connections

MULTAN :The Sui Northern
Gas Pipeline Limited (SNG-
PL) disconnected four more
connections over different
charges here on Friday. The
Sui Gas Task Force con-
tinued its daily operations,
disconnecting four more me-
ters and removing five exten-
sions. Four consumers had
illegally transferred their me-
ters from the service to their
homes, causing leakage loss-
es to the department. After
thorough inspection, the task
force disconnected all four
connections. Additionally, a
meter of a non-billing con-
sumer was also disconnected
and sent to the laboratory for
further departmental action.
Five consumers who were il-
legally supplying gas to more
than one house had their
extensions removed. During
the inspection of commercial
consumers, one commercial
consumer who had not paid
the ad-hoc bill was made to
pay a bill of Rs 210,000. Fur-
thermore, five active com-
mercial consumers were also
inspected. In addition, the
task force teams inspected
the entire colony of Fatima
Town for the use of compres-
sors following a Situation
Room Complaint.—APP

Rescue-1122

assists 1562

during Eidul
Azha

FAISALABAD :Rescue-1122
Faisalabad provided emer
gency service to 1562 peo-
ple affected by various
incidents/accidents in the
district during the three
days of Eidul Azha. District
Emergency Officer Zafar
Igbal said here on Friday
that Punjab Emergency
Service (Rescue-1122)
Faisalabad received 1,684
emergency calls at its con-
trol room during the Eidul
Azha holidays. He said that
during the Eidul Azha days,
387 road accidents were re-
ported, in which two peo-
ple lost their lives. As many
as 1107 cases of medical
emergencies and 34 of fire
eruption were reported in
the district.—APP

District admin bans LPG
shops due to security

The move aims to mitigate risks associated with
the high traffic volume and sensitive movements
on Adiala Road, ensuring the safety of all residents
and travellers in the area, the officials further said

RAWALPINDI :Various
LPG filling agencies
and shops, both legal

and illegal, operating on
Adiala Road have been
banned with immediate
effect due to security
concerns.

According to the Rawal-
pindi district adminis-
tration, the decision
mandates the immediate
sealing of illegal shops
and agencies, with their
goods confiscated. Li-
cence holders are re-
quired to relocate their
agencies to safer loca-
tions. Officials said this
precautionary measure
arises from the constant
VVIP movement on Adia-
la Road, which is heavily
trafficked due to the dai-
ly transportation of ac-
cused individuals from
Adiala Jail to the courts
and back. Deputy Com-

missioner Cheema has
instructed the Civil De-
fense Department to en-
force these orders with-
out delay. In response,
the department has is-
sued red notices to all
licenced LPG cylinder
gas agencies along the
stretch from 502 Work-
shop on Adiala Road to
Adiala Village, giving
them a seven-day dead-
line to relocate. Mean-
while, illegal cylinder
gas shops and agencies
have been sealed imme-
diately.

District Officer Civil
Defense Talib Hussain
confirmed that follow-
ing these orders, eight
illegal cylinder gas fill-
ing shops have been
sealed. The confiscated
items include gas-fill-
ing devices and stored
gas. Formal cases are

being filed against
these illegal operators
at the police station.
To ensure compliance
with the deputy com-
missioner’s orders,
two teams have been
formed. Any licence
holder failing to relo-
cate their agency by
June 25 will face fur-
ther action, including
the sealing of their
agency. These sealed
agencies will only be re-
opened once they have
been safely transferred
to new locations.

The move aims to mit-
igate risks associated
with the high traffic
volume and sensitive
movements on Adia-
la Road, ensuring the
safety of all residents
and travellers in the
area, the officials fur-
ther said.

RAWALPINDI Mr. Liu Jianchao, Minister of the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (IDCPC), met General Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of Army Staff (COAS), at General Headquarters. — DNA

One killed,

15 injured

in different
incidents

KOTRI: One person lost
his life while 15 people sus-
tained injuries in various
incidents including clash
and accidents in Kotri and
Jamshoro areas.

A resident of Shahdad Kot,
identified as 40-year-old Ali
Bakhsh was crushed by a
speeding car while he was
crossing the road at M9
Motorway Nooriabad main
stop. He died on the spot.
Driver of the car managed
to escape. Police shifted the
body to Thana Bola Khan
Hospital. The deceased
worked in a factory in Noo-
riabad Industrial Zone. In
Jamshoro RBB Colony, the
Solangi community got into
a fight over a trivial matter,
in which around 10 people
were injured by being hit
with sticks and bricks. A
case was registered against
five people at Jamshoro po-
lice station on the complaint
of Advocate Amir Hazoor
Solangi. In a road accident
on Indus Highway two
women and three chil-
dren were injured when
a van heading to Sehwan
collided with a car. Mean-
while, a clash took place
between Khaskheli and
Rind communities on the
first day of the opening
of Water Park near check
post No.13 on M-9 Mo-
torway within the limit of
Jamshoro police station.
Police reached the park
but they were not allowed
to enter and intervene.
The park is stated to be
built by the cousin of an
influential officer in the
Sindh Police.—APP

LARKANA : President Asif Ali Zardari cutting cake on the 71st birth anniversary of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto at Garhi Khuda Baksh Bhutto.—DNA

DNA

LAHORE : Inspector General Po-
lice Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar has
said that Punjab Police is like a fam-
ily, and resolution of issues faced
by its members and their families
is a top priority. He said this during
a meeting with police employees
and their families at the Central
Police Office here on Thursday. He
listened to the employee’s applica-
tions and issued orders for relief.
The IG Punjab said that all supervi-
sory officers should maintain close
contact with their subordinate staff
and leave no stone unturned in ad-
dressing their applications and con-
cerns. According to the details, the
IG Punjab directed the DIG Elite
to provide relief on the request of
Asmat Shehzadi, who is serving
as an assistant, for her transfer
from Telecommunications to PHP.
Dr. Usman Anwar forwarded the
Sub-Inspector Raees  Shehzad
Khan's departmental promotion re-
quest to the Additional IG Punjab

for relief on merit. He instructed
the AIG Admin to provide relief
on the family claim recruitment
request by the widow of late ASI Ir-
shad Khan for her son’s job. He for-
warded the ASI Ehsan Ali’s transfer
request from Lahore to Narowal to
the DIG Establishment One for re-
lief. On the request of Constable
Saqib Mahmood for recruitment as
a junior clerk on a family claim, IG
Punjab directed the AIG Admin to
proceed on merit. The IG Punjab
also instructed the Additional IG
Welfare and Finance to provide re-
lief on leave encashment requests
from retired Sub-Inspector Sai
Khan and six other officers. He
issued immediate relief orders for
other welfare, recruitment, and
promotion-related applications. He
directed that all officers should
take action on the forwarded re-
quests and send compliance perfor-
mance reports to the Central Police
Office. Meanwhile, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Punjab, Dr. Usman
Anwar, praised the performance
of the Special Branch for their ef-

fective reporting on cleanliness ar-
rangements during Eid al-Adha. IG
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar while ap-
preciating the performance of Spe-
cial Branch officers and personnel
across the province, said that due
to the objective reporting by the
Special Branch, significant success
was achieved in the Eid cleanliness
operation. He further mentioned
that the Special Branch provided
timely information that greatly
contributed to achieving the zero
waste target. Special Branch’s ef-
fective reporting helped in time-
ly collection and proper disposal
of animal remains in the cities.
IG Punjab congratulated the
entire Special Branch team for
their outstanding performance.
Punjab police department, on
the direction of IG Police Pun-
jab Dr Usman Anwar, released
more funds for monthly health
stipends for 582 children of
employees affected by cerebral
palsy, who are stationed across
the province, including Lahore.
Spokesperson for Punjab Police

said that a payment of 10,000
rupees per child per month has
been made, and for medical ex-
penses from April to June, 30,000
rupees per child has been released.
In total, more than 17.4 million ru-
pees have been released. IG Pun-
jab Dr. Usman Anwar mentioned
that each child affected by cerebral
palsy is being given 10,000 rupees
monthly, amounting to 120,000 ru-
pees annually. Over 70 million ru-
pees will be spent on the treatment
of cerebral palsy affected children
this year. He further said that the
police department is providing the
best free treatment for children af-
fected by cerebral palsy. Meanwhile,
Dr Usman Anwar paid great tribute
to the sacrifice of police officer Tan-
veer Abbas, who was martyred in the
line of duty while fighting the robbers
in Rajanpur. IG Punjab said that the
sacrifices of martyred police officers
and officials for the protection of lives
and properties of the citizens will not
go in vain and Punjab police will not
hesitate to protect the lives and prop-
erties of the citizens.

Lahore High Court bans
smoke-emitting vehicles

Lahore High Court says there are a lot of fires
along motorway, which should be controlled

ABID Raza

LAHORE The Lahore
High Court has taken deci-
sive action to address envi-
ronmental and public health
concerns by ordering a ban
on vehicles emitting smoke.
This decision came dur-
ing a hearing on petitions
filed for the eradication of
smog. During the proceed-
ings, Justice Shahid Karim
issued directives for imme-
diate measures against ve-
hicles emitting smoke. The
court instructed the traffic
police to take strict action
against such vehicles and to
promptly report violations
to the relevant authorities.

“Traffic police should take

action against smoke-emit-
ting vehicles and inform the
department  concerned,”
the court ruled. Addition-
ally, the motorway police
were tasked with address-
ing cases of lighting fires
and enhancing control over
fire incidents in the motor-
way environs. “There are a
lot of fires in the motorway
environs, which should be
controlled,” the court said.
The court emphasized the
motorway inspector gener-
al (IG) to ensure the orders
are implemented, failing
which could result in con-
tempt of court actions.

In a related development,
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) of Punjab sub-

mitted a detailed report
on heat stroke incidents,
highlighting ongoing efforts
to mitigate the impact of
extreme heat. According
to the report, a heat stroke
awareness campaign has
been launched to educate
the public on preventive
measures. Moreover, the
PDMA reported that 20 wa-
ter bowsers, each containing
12,500 liters of water, have
been dispatched to Cholistan
to provide relief to residents
affected by water scarcity.
he hearing, presided over by
Justice Shahid Karim, was
conducted on petitions of cit-
izen Haroon Farooq and oth-
ers. It was adjourned, with
further deliberations sched-
uled for next Friday.

Hospitals witness surge in
diarrhoea cases post Eid

NazIr SiyaL

KARACHI :Following the
Eidul Azha celebrations,
hospitals in the city have
witnessed a rise in diar-
rhea cases.The excessive
consumption of meat and
disregard for dietary pre-
cautions contributed to
an increase in stomach-re-
lated illnesses among city
residents. Meanwhile,
medical experts cautioned
that overindulgence of
meat can lead to severe
digestive problems. De-
spite repeated warnings
from nutritionists, many
citizens ignored guide-
lines during the three-day
festivities, opting instead
for lavish feasts and bar-
beque parties. As a conse-
quence, hospitals are now

grappling with a surge in
gastrointestinal cases.

Jinnah Postgraduate Med-
ical Centre (JPMC) Emer-
gency Ward in-charge, Dr
Irfan Siddiqui, said that
the hospital’s emergency
department treated 70 pa-
tients exhibiting cholera
symptoms on the first day
of Eid, followed by 50-66
cases on the subsequent
days. Similarly, Civil Hos-
pital Accident Ward Head,
Dr Imran Sarwar, said
that 1000-1200 patients
with complains of nausea,
severe stomach pain and
diarrhea, sought treat-
ment at the hospital’s ER
service during the three
day of the festivity. Abbasi
Shaheed Hospital Superin-
tendent (ASH), Dr Javed,
stated that over 600 pa-
tients with symptoms like

indigestion, nausea, stom-
ach pain, and diarrhea
during the same period
had visited hospital while
20 of them were admitted
for observation.

Medical Experts say that
a healthy person should
not consume more than
70 grams of meat per
day if eating meat daily.
Otherwise, 700 grams per
week is suitable for healthy
adults. They advise those
with pre-existing conditions
such as heart disease, dia-
betes, high blood pressure,
and high cholesterol to ex-
ercise greater caution and
opt for leaner alternatives
like fish or mutton. It is
also crucial to balance meat
intake with healthy accom-
paniments such as salads,
lemon water, vegetables,
and fruits.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JUNE

June 02/Itlay
National/Independence
Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces Day

June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day (National
Day)

June 10/Jordan
Arab Revolution&
Army Day

June 11/United king-
dom
Birthday of Her Majes-
ty The Queen Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines
Independence Day

June 12/Russian Fed-
eration
Day of Sovereignty of
the Russian Federa-
tion(National Day)

June 13/Zambia
Armed Forces day

June 17/Iceland
National Day
June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day

Hotels &
| _Restaurants

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

L ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance
PIA Flight Info................
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092
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Hospitals
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ISLAMABAD A Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi presenting souvenir to Canadian High Commissioner Leslie Scanlon.—DNA

Ahsan Bakhtawari takes pride
in enhancing ICCI performance

Says ICCI is trying its level best to establish a new industrial estate in the outskirts
of the twin cities for the promotion of businesses and investments and in this connection
is in touch with the concerned authorities

FaisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari, President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry has said that he has gone
all out to enhance the perfor-
mance of this prestigious body
and that it is because of his and
his team’s tireless efforts that
today its membership tally has
crossed eight thousand. Speak-
ing to a media group, here on
Friday, he said that for ease of
doing businesses by addressing
the grievances of the commu-
nity, meetings with relevant
government functionaries like
CDA, Police, IESCO, IMC high-
ups’ are a routine matter, that’s
why the traders are getting en-
rolment in large number which
is a crystal clear proof that they
are placing their confidence in

it. To a question he said that to
attract the foreign investment
in the country, meetings with
Ambassadors of friendly coun-
tries in the Chamber and in
the Embassies are traits of the
ICCI. Moreover, ICCI delega-
tions’ visits to other countries
and meetings with the relevant
Chambers have also proved
beneficial for the country. An-
swering a question about pro-
motion of industry-academia
linkages, Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari said that ICCI has inked
MoUs with almost all the lead-
ing Universities to enable the
educated youth to emerge as
job providers instead of job
seekers. To another query he
replied that it is for the first
time during his Presidency
that traders belonging to re-
mote areas of the capital city
like Tarnol, Bara Kohu etc.

have also obtained the mem-
bership in large numbers be-
cause of the outclass perfor-
mance of the Chamber. He said
that by acknowledging his Cor-
porate Social Responsibilities,
he has launched a campaign to
install water filtration plants
and water coolers in different
commercial hubs of the capital
city to ensure the provision of
clean and cold drinking water
to traders, customers as well
as the residents. Moreover
weekly medical camps, provi-
sion of computers, laboratory
equipment etc. to different
educational institutions are
also part of the same drive. He
further said that ICCI is try-
ing its level best to establish
a new industrial estate in the
outskirts of the twin cities for
the promotion of businesses
and investments and in this

connection is in touch with
the concerned authorities. He
proudly mentioned that ICCI
has also inked a MoU with
the Gulberg Greens Manage-
ment for the construction of a
state of the art expo centre to
boost commercial activities in
the twin cities, adding that the
forthcoming 2nd All Pakistan
Chambers Presidents Conclave
on June 25, 26 will also go a
long way in highlighting and
addressing the business com-
munity’s problems for the eco-
nomic wellbeing of the coun-
try. Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
went on to say that because of
the commitment and hard work
of his team under his command
a Mediation Council Office has
been established in the ICCI
premises to amicably settle
the rent matters. Moreover, a
NADRA facilitation centre and

a Police Service Centre are
about to commence their work-
ing within a couple of weeks.
He further said that traders are
availing discount from top-class
hospitals and Diagnostic Centres
owing to the endeavors of the
ICCI, added that he and his team
is working hard to materialize the
dream of the business community
to have its own hospital, a School,
a College and a University and a
is also utilizing all options to re-
solve the residential problems of
the business community. Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari added that ICCI
also works shoulder to shoulder
with the government for the pro-
motion of education, awareness
about IPRs, promulgation of reli-
gious values, creating awareness
about climate change, sustainable
development of the country etc.
by holding seminars and confer-
ences.

CPEC significantly contributed HEC cautions

to Pakistan development: Ayaz

Parties Forum and the 3rd

reminded that on that very

cal cooperation.

He said

students

HEC has clearly cautioned
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker of
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq said on Friday
that the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
had not only transformed
Pakistan’s  infrastructure
landscape but had also sig-
nificantly contributed to its
socio-economic  develop-
ment. “All political parties
of Pakistan speak with one
voice in complete solidar-
ity with CPEC as a ‘Game
Changer’. The bond be-
tween the people of the two
nations has successfully
withstood the test of time”
he expressed these views
while addressing the event
“Pakistan-China  Political

Meeting of CPEC Political
Parties Joint Consultation
Mechanism”. He said,
“China and Pakistan have
always held each other’s
hands and shown the world
that both nations stand to-
gether as one in peace and

prosperity, and tragedy
and turmoil.” Ayaz Sadiq
said, “This “all-weather

friendship” bears testimo-
ny to the age-old Chinese
saying: A friend - one
soul, two bodies.” While
reflecting on the historic
visit of President Xi Jin-
ping to Pakistan in 2015,
he said it was a defining
moment for this Region
as agreements worth 46
billion dollars were signed
on the occasion. He also

Rana Sanaullah
meets Faisal
Karim Kundi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial
Coordination Rana Sanaullah on Friday met with the
Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Faisal Karim
Kundi to discuss matters related to KP provinces. The
minister said that the federal government will provide
full support to the KP provincial government, adding
that all issues can be resolved amicably through dia-
logue and mutual consultation. He said that protest
is a fundamental and constitutional right of every
citizen, but no political agenda can be allowed to be
pursued under its cover. The writ of state will not
be allowed to diminish anywhere in the country. The
anarchy and chaos will prevail if crime of challenging
state writ goes unpunished. “Action should be taken
against those who are trying to stand against the
state”. Faisal Karim Kundi said that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province has lagged behind all
other provinces due to mismanagement over the
past decade. He said that the present provincial
government is challenging the writ of the state for
nefarious purposes. He urged to support the pro-
vincial government for the welfare of the people.
He further said that there is a need to introduce
youth games in KP universities and to revive first-
class cricket, which has been dormant for the last
15 years. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cricket League
will be launched as soon as possible, he added.

occasion President Xi and
Muhammad Nawaz Sha-
rif, the then Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, jointly
inaugurated the first-ever
complete “GREEN PAR-
LIAMENT” of the world,
converting the energy
needs of the Parliament
of Pakistan to solar ener-
gy. “The unique project
symbolizes the sincere de-
sire of our two nations to
work jointly for a brighter,
cleaner, and safer future,”
he added. Mentioning
continuous collaboration
between the parliaments
of two countries, he said,
“Parliaments of Paki-
stan and China enjoy an
all-weather  partnership,
mutual trust, and practi-

that during his last tenure
as Speaker of the National
Assembly, he had the priv-
ilege of leading parliamen-
tary delegations to China
twice on the invitation of
the Chairman of the Na-
tional People’s Congress.
“These exchanges paved
the way for deeper bilater-
al ties and facilitated the
implementation of CPEC
projects through parlia-
mentary oversight as both
nations have actively stood
by each other on every inter-
national and regional parlia-
mentary forum such as the
Inter-Parliamentary ~ Union
(IPU) and Speakers’ Con-
ference, promoting shared
interests, sovereignty, and
stability,” he added.
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FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission
(HEC), Pakistan has once
again alerted students and
parents to avoid taking ad-
mission in the two-year BA,
BSc and MA, MSc degree
programmes. HEC had
phased out two-year BA/BSc
and MA/MSc programmes
with extended deadlines of
the academic years 2019 and
June 30, 2022, respective-
ly. Despite gradual phasing
out of these two-year degree
programmes, some higher
education institutions admit-
ted students in these pro-
grammes after the specified
deadlines. Consequently,
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students, parents as well as
higher education institutions
that degrees obtained from
such programmes will not
be recognized and attested
by HEC. It is pertinent to
mention that as per its Ordi-
nance, HEC has the author
ity to establish conditions
for opening and operation
of higher education institu-
tions, including those that
are not affiliated with the
State educational system, na-
tionwide. HEC is also respon-
sible for formulating policies,
setting standards, and deter-
mining priorities in various
areas related to institutional
regulations, guidelines, and
rules to improve the quality
of education.

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Friday released 338,600
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
298,100 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released by
IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1457.18 feet and was 59.18
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet. Water in-
flow and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 190,000
cusecs and 195,000 cusecs
respectively. The water lev-
el in River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1180.55 feet, which
was 132.55 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow of
water was recorded 42,200
cusecs and 45,000 cusecs
respectively. The release of
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa
, Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded as 157,800, 173,600,
103,300 and 101,700 cusecs
respectively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of 87,200
cusecs of water released at
Nowshera and 21,100 cusecs
released from River Chenab
at Marala.—APP

Primary
schools to
introduce

child-friendly
policy in ICT

ISLAMABAD, Jun 21 (AP-
P):In a bid to alleviate the
burden on young students,
government primary schools
have decided to introduce
Child-Friendly Policy in Is-
lamabad Capital Territory.
According to a source of the
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional, Train-
ing, the federal government
primary schools in the ICT
are set to introduce a new
policy from August 1. As per
the policy, students will no
longer be required to carry
their school books back and
forth between home and
school. Instead, the schools
will provide pigeon holes and
book racks in the classrooms
to store the books, making it
a childfriendly and conven-
ient learning environment.—

APP
AIOU
announces
schedule
for online
workshops

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has announced workshop
schedule for M.A/M.Sc, BS,
and B.Ed (ODL programs)
offered in semester spring
2024.  According to the
AIOU, the workshops for the
first batch will be held from
June 24 to June 29. Each
course workshop will be held
for 6 days. It should be noted
that workshops will be con-
ducted online on Microsoft
teams through AIOU’s Aaghi
Learning Management Sys-
tem (LMS) portal. Accord-
ing to the Director General
Regional Services, Dr. Malik
Tauqgir Ahmed Khan, login
information (username &
password) has been shared
with the students and they
are instructed to participate
in these workshops through
Aaghi portal. ~APP




TwiN CITIES

Ishmahal POST

Saturday, June 22,2024

Briefs

ANF recovers
210ky
charras

RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting a raid managed
to recover 210 kg charras
and arrested an accused.
According to an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, in an
operation conducted in Ka-
rachi, ANF recovered 210
kg hashish from a vehicle
intercepted near service
road in Sohrab Goth area.
During the operation, the
accused resident of Quet-
ta was also netted, he said
and informed that a case
has been registered against
the arrested accused under
Anti Narcotics Act and fur-
ther investigation is under
process.—APP

Randhawa
commends
CDA staffers
for their

services on
Eid-ul-Azha

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Muhammad
Ali Randhawa Friday com-
mended the officers and
staff who sacrificed their
own celebrations to serve
the community during Eid-
ul-Azha acknowledging
their dedication and com-
mendable services. During
the meeting to review the
emergency services pro-
vided during Eid days, Mu-
hammad Ali emphasized
that serving the citizens is
the top priority. The Capital
Emergency Services, Res-
cue 1122 played a crucial
role in delivering profes-
sional services throughout
the three days of Eid.

The teams from Capital
Emergency Services were
on high alert, ensuring swift
responses to any incidents.
During the meeting, it was
informed that a total of 154
emergency calls were re-
ceived in Eid days. These
included 55 fire incidents,
24 medical emergencies,
71 traffic accidents and
other incidents. The brief-
ing highlighted the prompt
response by the emergency
services to all complaints.
Director General Capital
Emergency Services said
the deceased and severely
injured individuals from ac-
cidents were quickly trans-
ported to nearby hospitals.
The fire incidents reported
comprised 37 in green are-
as, five house fires, and two
due to short circuits, among
other incidents, it was in-
formed.—APP

Pakistani
internet
influencer
showcases
talent

ISLAMABAD: In a global
showcase of linguistic prow-
ess and cultural understand-
ing, Usman, a Pakistani
internet influencer and a
student at Beijing Language
and Culture University, par-
ticipated in the “Chinese
Bridge” Chinese Proficien-
cy Competition for Foreign-
ers Around the Globe - Sto-
rytelling Contest, held here
in Hunan province. The
contest, which gathered 49
contestants from 37 coun-
tries, provided a platform
for participants to show-
case their proficiency in the
Chinese language and share
their unique stories of con-
nections with China.—APP

Sri Lanka resumes eye
ornea donations to Pakistan

Sri Lanka has a rich history of eye donations, having donated more than 88,000 eye corneas
worldwide through the Eye Donation Society of Sri Lanka, established in 1964 by the late
Deshamannya Dr. Hudson Silva.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A remarkable act of
generosity and friendship marked
a new chapter in the longstanding
relationship between Sri Lanka
and Pakistan. Five eye corneas,
donated by Sri Lankan donors,
arrived in Lahore today aboard a
Sri Lankan Airlines flight. These
invaluable gifts were received by
Pakistan Military Medical person-
nel and will soon be transferred
to the Pakistan Army Hospital in
Rawalpindi.

Sri Lanka has a rich history of eye
donations, having donated more
than 88,000 eye corneas world-
wide through the Eye Donation
Society of Sri Lanka, established
in 1964 by the late Deshaman-
nya Dr. Hudson Silva. Of these,
over 36,000 corneas have been
donated to Pakistan. This noble
initiative, however, came to a
halt two and a half years ago due
to the COVID-19 pandemic and a
subsequent shortage of the fluid
required for the safe transfer of
eye corneas.

Today’s arrival of corneas signi-

fies the restart of this human-
itarian project, rekindling peo-
ple-to-people contacts between
these two brotherly nations that
have stood by each other through
challenging times. The corneas
will be implanted by Pakistan Mil-
itary Eye Surgeons, bringing the
gift of sight to patients in need.
Currently, more than 300 patients
in hospitals around Lahore are
awaiting these vital transplants.

The successful coordination for
the resumption of these dona-
tions was led by Mr. Idris Admani,
President of the Pakistan-Sri Lan-

ka Friendship Association. Mr.
Admani, who visited Pakistan last
month with a Buddhist delegation
for the Wesak Festival and the
Gandhara Buddhist Conference
sponsored by Pakistan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, played a pivot-
al role. He generously provided
personal funds and raised addi-
tional support from well-wishers
to cover the costs of transferring
the eye corneas from Colombo to
Lahore.

In a world often overshadowed by
death, destruction, and sadness,
this act of kindness during the Po-

son week—a time commemorating
the spread of Gautama Buddha’s
teachings in ancient Sri Lanka—
shines as a beacon of ultimate
compassion. The selflessness of
the deceased donors of these five
eye corneas sets a profound exam-
ple for the world.

The Military Eye Hospital in
Rawalpindi, which will utilize
these corneas, holds a special
place of gratitude for Major Gen-
eral (R) Burki, former Pakistan
High Commissioner to Colombo,
for his contributions to fostering
this enduring partnership.

ISLAMABAD: Governor KP Faisal Karim Kundi calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.— DNA

IFAA seals

J outlets;

discards

195,000 Itrs
adulterated
milk

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Food Authority (IFA)
has intensified its cam-
paign against unsafe food,
disposing of 15,000 liters
of adulterated milk in the
Federal Capital. Talking to
APP, Deputy Director Op-
erations (DDO) of IFA said
that the IFA, along with its
food safety teams (FSTs),
inspected a total of 25,000
liters of milk. During the
inspection, the teams iden-
tified 15,000 liters as unhy-
gienic and immediately dis-
posed of it. Additionally, the
IFA took strict action against
violators. Three shops were
sealed, and heavy fines were
imposed for non-compliance
with food safety standards.
In another operation, the
IFA conducted raids in the
G-11, F-11, and 10 areas
of Islamabad. During these
inspections, the FSTs exam-
ined over 60 food outlets.
They discovered and discard-

ed more than 80 kilograms of
expired food items—APP

Lawmakers
urge govtto
provide relief
to IT sector

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Lawmakers
in the National Assembly on
Friday urged the government
to focus on people-oriented
policies and provide more
relief to the agriculture and
Information Technology sec-
tors. Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (Pakistan) leader Mu-
hammad Farooq Sattar, while
participating in the budget
debate, termed the budget
for 202425 as traditional,
reflecting a continuity of pol-
icies from the past 77 years.
“The country’s current debt
servicing issues, noting that
most budget allocations are
used for this purpose,” he
highlighted. He said, “It is
the government’s responsi-
bility to prepare the budget
with the public’s issues in
mind.” He said, “Unfortu-
nately, every budget seems
to favor the wealthy.” Sattar
urged the government to fo-
cus on the agriculture sector
and criticized the imposition
of more taxes on salaried
individuals. He called for
relief measures for the poor
in the budget and asked the
government to revise the Na-
tional Finance Commission
(NFC) Award. He stressed
the need to resolve Karachi’s
water issues and to allocate
more funds to improve the
city’s drain system. He
also advocated for more in-
centives to attract Foreign
Direct Investment and for
policies that encourage a
growth-oriented  economy.
Sunni Ittehad Council’s Rana
Atif thanked his party for
giving him the opportunity
to contest the elections and
promote the party’s vision.
He highlighted the issues of
his constituency and asked
the government to solve
these issues of every district
without discrimination. He
called for the government to
address the issue of IPP ca-
pacity payments and to take
steps to further enhance the
country’s import. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz’s Asia
Naz Tanoli said that in 2018,
the government solved the is-
sue of load-shedding and that
during the PML-N tenure,
more funds were allocated.

Engro completes largest-ever
EnVen plant turnaround

ISLAMABAD: Engro Fertilizers has in-
vested approximately USD 50 million in a
plant turnaround to enhance its reliability
and operational efficiency and the compa-
ny successfully completed the largest-ever
scheduled maintenance activity for the En-
Ven Plant, spanning 55 days, as planned on
June 18, 2024. Established in 2011 with an
investment of USD 1.1 billion, the EnVen
Plant has an annual production capacity of
1.3 million tons and is the most energy ef-
ficient fertilizer plant in Pakistan, with the
lowest consumption of gas per ton of urea,
The project scope
of the turnaround included over 5,000
technical activities, including the first-ev-
er replacement of the waste heat boiler,
overhaul of the furnace convection section,
ammonia storage tank inspection and a
comprehensive overhaul of six major turbo
trains and gas turbines. At peak, more than
6,000 people were engaged round-the-clock
at the Plant site for these turnaround ac-
tivities. According to Ali Rathore — CEO of

said a news release.

of safety and quality.”

Engro Fertilizers, “The safe and successful
completion of this major turnaround, de-
spite extreme weather conditions, show-
cases the engineering excellence of the
Engro Fertilizers team in executing large-
scale projects within planned schedules
and budgets, while prioritizing the safety
of everyone involved in the activity. These
critical projects were executed in-house
by our talented engineers using innova-
tive techniques and global best practices
He added that,
“The meticulous planning and execution
ensured that the availability of urea to
our hardworking farmers was not impact-
ed, demonstrating the entire Engro Fer-
tilizers team’s firm commitment to our
purpose of enabling the food security of
Pakistan. We would like to thank our em-
ployees, contractors, global technical part-
ners, local administration, and all other key
stakeholders for their seamless support
and guidance that contributed to the suc-
cess of this major turnaround.”—APP

Weekly inflation up by 0.94 pc

ISLAMABAD: The weekly inflation measured by the Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI), witnessed an increase of 0.94 percent for
the combined consumption groups during the week ended on June 20, the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported on
Friday. According to the PBS data, the SPI for the week under review in the above-mentioned group was recorded at 316.88
points as compared to 313.93 points during the past week. As compared to the corresponding week of last year, the SPI for
the combined consumption group in the week under review witnessed an increase of 23.78 per cent. The weekly SPI with the
base year 2015-16 =100 covers 17 urban centres and 51 essential items for all expenditure groups. The SPI for the lowest con-
sumption group of up to Rs 17,732, increased by 1.58 per cent and went up to 309.10 points from the last week’s 304.28 points.
The SPI for consumption groups of Rs 17,732-22,888, Rs 22,889-29,517; Rs 29,518-44,175 and above Rs 44,175, increased by
1.44 percent, 1.20 percent, 1.11 and 0.69 percent respectively. During the week, out of 51 items, prices of 25 (49.02%) items
increased, 5 (9.80%) items decreased and 21 (41.18%) items remained stable. The items, which recorded a decrease in their av-
erage prices on a week-on-week basis included petrol (3.76%), diesel (0.84%), rice basmati broken (0.08%) pulse masoor (0.08%)
and chicken (0.05%). The commodities which recorded an increase in their average prices on week-on-week basis included
tomatoes (65.84%), potatoes (5.61%), onions (3.78%), bananas (3.29%), LPG (2.44%), cigarettes (1.67%), pulse moong (1.53%),
garlic (1.29%), milk fresh (0.95%), eggs (0.83%), georgette (0.28%) and shirting (0.17%).—APP

Pakistan facing critical period

since its founding

ISLAMABAD Murtaza Mughal, President of Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW), said on
Saturday that the country has been going through a critical period for the masses since
its creation. Since the 1970s, families ruling Pakistan have claimed to serve the masses
but have become billionaires, while the people began to crave bread, he said. For the last
25 years, Pakistan has been adjusting its budget according to the terms and conditions of
the IMF. Still, he added that the country’s conditions continued to deteriorate instead of
improving. Dr Murtaza Mughal said in a statement issued today that we have been facing
problems like reduced net tax, uncontrolled expenditure, and unnecessary incentives and
subsidies for the last 25 years because their resolution is limited to announcements. He
said that in the last twenty-five years, the neighbouring countries have made fantastic pro-
gress, while Pakistan has seen three short periods of artificial growth during which hefty

loans were acquired. —APP

Senators demand broader

economic dialogue

ISLAMABAD: The Senators
on Friday demanded the gov-
ernment and the opposition
to initiate broader economic
dialogue and embrace peo-
ple’s centric approach to
provide relief to the masses
battered by economic crunch
and inflation in the Budget
2024-25. The members
of the Upper House of the
Parliament were presenting
recommendations to the
National Assembly on the
Finance Bill, 2024. The ses-
sion commenced 22 minutes
late from the scheduled time
with the verses of the Holy
Quran’s Surah Al-Furgan
that detailed the character-
istics of the virtuous and the
followers of Rehman (The
Almighty Allah) who walk
politely on the earth and
bear the best virtues of start-
ing conversation with Salam
(Salutation), seekers of the
Almighty’s forgiveness from
the Hell and are not extrav-
agant nor thrifty but main-

tain balance in their spend-
ing. Deputy Chairman
Senate Syedaal Khan Nasar
while initiating the House
business allowed Senator
Poonjo Bheel to raise a mat-
ter of importance. Pakistan
Peoples Party Parliamentari-
ans (PPPP), Senator Poonjo
Bheel urged the House to al-
locate some time to pay trib-
ute to former prime minister
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto on her birthday. Dep-
uty Chairman, Sedaal Khan
Nasar on behalf of the House
paid tribute to Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto on her 71st
birth anniversary and direct-
ed Senator Sagid Mir to hold
fateha for the departed soul.
Senator Bilal Ahmed Khan of
PPPP also paid tribute to his
leader Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto. He hoped that the
government would consid-
er the recommendations of
the House on the Finance
Bill, 2024 to provide relief
to the masses. “The cur-

rent budget of Rs18 trillion
was tabled before the House
whereas the government had
established its stance that
the people did not pay taxes,”
he informed. “One and a half
decade back the taxes collec-
tion was Rs1500 billion that
improved over the time but
the tax net was not enhanced
and the already taxed were
further burdened by every suc-
cessive government,” Khan
said. Senator, Muhammad
Qasim of Balochistan National
Party said it was a very heavy
budget that was beyond Rs18
trillion that only included Rs
1400 billion development
budget. He alleged that there
was no rational approach in
the political history of the
country. He urged the gov-
ernment to pay heed to the in-
dustrial sector and the factory
owners who were leaving the
country due to poor economic
policies and fiscal constraint.
Senator, Amir Waliuddin
Chishti of Muthahida Qaumi

Movement-Pakistan said the
budget was not favourable for
the masses as it was going to
further burden the people due
to the system’s criminal negli-
gence in economic affairs. A
healthy and educated society
could only lead the country but
this time health and education
sectors were also taxed includ-
ing every stationery item and
medicines whereas the mid-
dle class was also impacted
in the prevailing economic
turmoil and rising inflation,
he added. “Salaried class
has been taxed every time,
whereas the Finance Bill,
2024 when compared to
the neighbouring countries
revealed that the country’s
inflation is in double digit but
that of India, Bangladesh and
others is in single digit. Our
foreign exchange reserves
are of $1.9 billion whereas
Bangladesh has $24 billion
exports and over $14 billion
reserves,” Senator Chishti
said. —APP
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Humans’ relationship
with fire

E N recent months, we have watched wildfires blazing across northern Cal-

ifornia, Alberta and British Columbia in Canada and New Mexico as the

northern hemisphere’s summer wildfire season has barely begun. This
is a reminder of an increasingly aggressive fire-climate feedback loop that is
threatening communities across the world. It reminds us almost daily of the
urgent need to restrain global warming, and the reality that we are at present
failing. Wildfires have generated an average of more than 6 billion tonnes of car-
bon dioxide per year during the last decade, with emissions from wildfires rising
to almost 6.7 billion tonnes last year. Estimates suggest this means wildfires
account for 20 per cent of total global greenhouse gas emissions, making them
a troubling contributor to global warming which must be restrained. Reactions
to this news should be tempered with the knowledge that wildfires have been
around for millions of years and have survived every ice age the planet threw
at them. For most of that time, wildfires have been important contributors to
climate stability, not just global warming. What is different today is that so much
of the wildfire we see is “bad fire” - the kind that kills people and destroys com-
munities and landscapes. As we try to distinguish between good and bad types
of fire, the troubling reality is that we are the key contributor. Arizona State Uni-
versity emeritus professor Stephen Pyne, a historian whose research focuses on
fire, wrote in Scientific American that humans “became unique fire creatures.
We used fire to remake ourselves, and then we and fire remade Earth”.
From his point of view, our Anthropocene age could as easily and accurately be
called the Pyrocene age. “We went to the top of the food web because we learned
to cook landscapes for hunting, foraging, farming and herding. And we have be-
come a geological force because we've begun to cook the planet. Becoming the
keystone species for fire made us the keystone species for Earth.” Pyne identifies
three ages of fire. The first, “nature’s fire”, was driven almost exclusively by light-
ning. Humans shaped the second age, in which we tamed and domesticated fire
to create a more comfortable world for us to thrive. The third began with Joseph
Priestley’s discovery of oxygen in 1774, when for the first time humans were able
to deconstruct fire into a chemical process and turn it into “a subdiscipline of
physics, chemistry and mechanical engineering”. We learned to control this fire to
turn mud into bricks and pottery, limestone into cement, sand into glass, coal into
electric power and ores into metals. This significant shift to the third age only re-
ally became noticeable to ordinary people in the middle of the last century, when
fire as we had known it began to disappear from our lives. As a child in England in
the 1950s, we had candles and coal fires with monthly deliveries from the coalman
and exciting visits from the chimney sweep every six months. My father burned
garden rubbish on fires at the bottom of the garden. Ahead of Bonfire Night on
November 5 every year, I and other local kids scoured the local woodlands to build
the bonfire and saved up for fireworks. Every year at harvest time, farmers set
alight wheat fields which burned for days and filled the countryside with smoke.
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Will dollar hold up against
the BRICS currency?

NTERNATIONAL financial institutions, including the USfunded monetary

watchdogs, have begun to predict a bleak future for the US dollar in the back-

drop of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s disclosures that the BRICS+ may in-
troduce its currency unit at its upcoming summit meeting this year. Institutions such
as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and JPMorgan have noted that numer-
ous countries, including members of the BRICS, are reassessing their substantial
dependence on the dollar for reserves and international transactions in response to
recent geopolitical developments. Foreign capital has consequently shifted towards
developing countries. The US dollar took a serious hit on Wednesday, November 12,
as the Moscow Stock Exchange abruptly halted all trading in dollars and euros. This
happened hours after the US Treasury Department imposed additional sanctions on
Russia, banning over 300 entities and individuals to cut off Russia’s access to prod-
ucts and services needed for military production. This development coincides with
the end of the US petrodollar contract with Saudi Arabia. Additionally, there is no
obligation now for Riyadh to sell oil in US dollars because the 50-year-old petrodollar
deal between the Kingdom and the US has already expired and no new agreement
has been signed between the two. Instead of selling oil only in US dollars, it can now
offer it in a variety of currencies, such as the Chinese RMB, Euros, Yen, and Yuan.
This will deal serious damage to the already collapsing US economy.
Putin confirmed that BRICS is in the process of developing an independent
payment system that will be “unaffected by political pressure, abuse, and ex-
ternal sanctions” while addressing an impressive gathering of over 100 coun-
tries at the 27th annual St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF)
last week from June 5-8. Interestingly, the major economies of the BRICS have
been steadily increasing their gold reserves over the past few years. As of
the first quarter of 2024, the combined gold holdings of the founding BRICS
countries and their five new acquisitions accounted for nearly 17% of the total
gold held in central banks globally. China, India, and Russia are among the
countries with the highest central bank gold holdings. During her speech at
a Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research event on the Future of the
International Monetary System (IMS), Gita Gopinath, the first Deputy Man-
aging Director of the IMF, noted that China’s total foreign exchange reserves
include 4.3% gold, up from less than 2% in 2015. At the same time, China’s
foreign exchange reserves have decreased from 44% to approximately 30% of
their original value due to its holdings of U.S. Treasury and Agency bonds.
This accounts for the impact of both valuations and net purchases. Gita em-
phasized the importance of following existing legal frameworks to maintain
trust among nations and the international monetary system. This was about
speculation that the EU, along with the United States, could potentially use
Russia’s frozen foreign currency assets for reconstruction. “Several countries
are closely monitoring the current discussion about the possible use of Rus-
sian public assets, such as the Bank of Russia reserves, to support Ukraine.

Is China’s gamble in the Middle East paying off?

Gedaliah Afterman

Despite China’s efforts to
position itself as a regional
mediator, its initial response
to the Hamas attack was
muted. Beijing, which only
months earlier proposed
itself as a mediator in the
conflict, refrained from
directly condemning Hamas
for the atrocities committed,
leading to disappointment
and anger in Israel. As the
conflict has progressed,
Beijing has adopted an
increasingly one-sided
approach, critical of Israel
and the US. For China,
the conflict is less about
the Palestinians or the
Israelis and more about
its standing in the region,
interests vis-vis Arab
countries and Iran, and its
position regarding the US

HINA’S engagement in the Middle East

has surged over the past decade, particu-

larly following the Arab spring and amid
the perceived withdrawal of the United States
from the region. Traditionally, Beijing has
worked to develop balanced relationships with
all sides while avoiding the region’s many con-
flicts. As China’s global standing has strength-
ened, however, it has adopted a more proactive
approach, positioning itself as a potential alter-
native to the US. At the same time, superpow-
er competition has begun to spill over into the
region. As the Biden administration increased
pressure on China in the Asia-Pacific, Beijing
has responded by becoming more active in the
Middle East. This dynamic has been especially
evident since the outbreak of the Gaza war last
October 7. The Belt and Road Initiative, launched
in 2013, significantly increased China’s regional
involvement, making Beijing the primary foreign
investor in the Middle East since 2016. Initially
focused on the energy sector, China has expand-
ed its engagement to include infrastructure pro-
jects, smart city initiatives, innovation hubs and
5G mobile networks, not only in Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) but also
into Qatar, Iran and Israel.
Middle East leaders, increasingly disillusioned
with US policies - including the 2003 Iraq inva-
sion, Arab spring, withdrawal from Afghanistan,
stalled Iran nuclear agreement and Gaza war -
have turned to China as a more reliable partner for
infrastructure and technology projects, if not for
military protection. For Gulf Cooperation Council
countries in particular, the relationship with China
is now of strategic importance. This can be seen
in China’s trade with the six-member bloc, which
surged from US$10 billion in 2000 to US$230 bil-
lion in 2021. China’s ability to provide infrastruc-
ture, technology and trade without political or hu-
man rights demands is particularly attractive.

Furthermore, in recent years, China’s increasing
technological prowess has been evident across
the region, especially in the Gulf. The UAE and
Saudi Arabia, in particular, align with China’s
technological advancements through its “digital
silk road”, and aspire to become global leaders in
technology and innovation. China has also devel-
oped a partnership with Israel, another key US
ally. Bilateral trade reached a record US$21 bil-
lion in 2022 and Chinese companies have been
engaged in around 500 investment deals with Is-
rael over the past decade, predominantly in the
technology sector. But evolving US perceptions
of China have led Washington to pressure Israel
to limit its interactions. In response, Israel estab-
lished a foreign investments advisory committee
and rejected a Chinese bid for a security-sensitive
infrastructure project. Outside the economic do-
main, the re-establishment of diplomatic ties be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia in Beijing in March
last year seemed to have marked a significant
milestone in China’s expanding position in the
region. This development, along with the Gaza
war, reignited discussions about China’s growing
political influence and role in the Middle East.

Despite China’s efforts to position itself as a
regional mediator, its initial response to the
Hamas attack was muted. Beijing, which only
months earlier proposed itself as a mediator in
the conflict, refrained from directly condemn-
ing Hamas for the atrocities committed, leading
to disappointment and anger in Israel. As the
conflict has progressed, Beijing has adopted an
increasingly one-sided approach, critical of Is-
rael and the US. For China, the conflict is less
about the Palestinians or the Israelis and more
about its standing in the region, interests vis-vis
Arab countries and Iran, and its position regard-
ing the US. China aims to discredit the US in
the Middle East and the developing world while
securing Arab and Muslim support for its poli-

cies in Xinjiang. China’s strategy throughout the
Gaza war has been one of aligning with the inter-
ests of the Arab world while differentiating itself
from and discrediting the US. It has increased
its diplomatic activity to align with regional play-
ers such as the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
other Global South and Brics countries.

Indeed, establishing itself as the leader of the
Global South among the five veto powers on
the UN Security Council is another goal of its
positioning. This was on display recently when
senior Arab officials visited Beijing for the Chi-
na-Arab States Cooperation Forum. For Israel,
this dynamic creates a new challenge as it will
need to manage a more complicated relationship
with a less friendly China not only in Tel Aviv but
increasingly also in Abu Dhabi and Riyadh.
Eight months after the Gaza war started, China’s
clear and calculated shift towards a more asser-
tive pro-Palestinian, anti-American and anti-Is-
raeli stance reflects its evolving priorities and
strategic interests in the Middle East, in which
Israel has become less important. Those in Bei-
jing are likely to be pleased with the outcome of
China’s approach so far. But the future is less
certain. While China’s strategic manoeuvres in
the Middle East since the outbreak of the Gaza
war have garnered public support and challenged
America’s influence in the region, the long-term
impact remains uncertain. The region’s complex
dynamics and the US’ political and military power
suggest that while China’s economic power will
grow, its political influence may remain limited.
That said, given its growing presence, China’s
economic influence may be sufficient to achieve
its strategic goals at the expense of the US, and
at minimal cost. As the geopolitical landscape
evolves and the Middle East becomes more im-
portant globally, the interplay between Chinese
ambitions and American responses will contin-
ue to shape the region and beyond.

A History of Political Instability

Abu Zar Ghafari

The rise of military
powers like China has
further changed the global
landscape. The rapid
expansion of the People’s
Liberation Army, especially
in the Asia-Pacific region,
has challenged traditional
power structures, creating
new geopolitical tensions

HE conflict in Pakistan signifies uncertainty and

chaos in its political life. This is problematic be-

cause numerous challenges hinder the proper
functioning of the government, leading to widespread dis-
trust among the populace. A constant source of conflict
in Pakistan is the frequent changes in government leader-
ship. Political instability has resulted in various forms and
styles of government, with leaders being overthrown by
rebellion, judicial intervention, or loss of trust. The lack
of continuity in government adversely affects the admin-
istrative process, preventing the implementation of long-
term policies. A major cause of this political conflict is
the imbalance of power between the civilian government
and the military. Pakistan’s energy sector has traditional-
ly been under military control, with military authorities
exerting indirect influence on civilian governance. This
power dynamic undermines democratic principles and in-
stitutions, exacerbating instability. Additionally, Pakistan
is home to many ethnic and religious groups that often
conflict with each other. Politicians sometimes exploit
these divisions for electoral gain, leading to further strife.
Armed groups within these communities frequently en-
gage in violence and influence politics. Economic issues
such as poverty, inflation, and unemployment contribute
to Pakistan’s instability. High levels of poverty and ine-
quality generate social tensions, resulting in protests and
civil unrest. Economic instability undermines the govern-
ment’s ability to address complex problems and develop
long-term development plans. Terrorism and militancy
are also significant challenges to Pakistan’s security. The

country suffers from domestic and foreign-backed terror-
ists who disrupt stability and security. Militant groups
often oppose the state and disrupt daily life through vio-
lence. Moreover, Pakistan’s geographical location makes
it vulnerable to foreign influences, adding complexity to
its political system. External attempts to influence na-
tional politics increase tension and instability.

The partition of India and Pakistan led to unprecedented
chaos and violence, displacing millions and causing count-
less deaths. This historical event fostered hatred and con-
flict between religious and ethnic groups. Despite the pas-
sage of decades, these divisive tensions persist, with ethnic
strife and conflict still prevalent in Pakistan. For instance,
in Balochistan, low-level separatist movements have per-
sisted for decades. Baloch separatists claim that the central
government exploits the state’s resources, leading to vio-
lence and instability. Similarly, in Sindh province, tensions
between indigenous Sindhis and Urdu-speaking Mohajirs
highlight the deep divides within Pakistani society. Paki-
stan’s historical problems have disproportionately affect-
ed ethnic minorities. Although Pakistan is predominantly
Muslim, minorities often face discrimination and violence.
The treatment of Hindus, Sikhs, and other religious groups
is a stark reminder of the challenges in promoting inclusiv-
ity and tolerance in a country rooted in religious identity.
Additionally, Pakistan’s early years were marked by politi-
cal instability and power struggles. The frequent changes
in leadership and the threat of military intervention have
cast a long shadow over the country. The assassination of
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan in 1951 highlighted the
mismanagement and despair of the young democratic na-
tion. Globally, overt and covert influences shape the des-
tinies of nations, often determining power dynamics. For
example, the United States, with its extensive military
hegemony, has influenced global politics significantly. Mili-
tary interventions in regions like the Middle East and Asia
have led to regime changes and the re-establishment of alli-
ances. The 2003 overthrow of Saddam Hussein’s regime in
Iraq is a clear example. However, such control often breeds
resentment and rebellion. America’s interventionist poli-
cies have fueled anti-American sentiment, rebellion, and
conflict, as seen in the long conflicts in Afghanistan and
Iraq. The rise of military powers like China has further
changed the global landscape. The rapid expansion of
the People’s Liberation Army, especially in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, has challenged traditional power structures,
creating new geopolitical tensions. Conflicts in the South
China Sea and tensions with neighboring countries exem-
plify consequences of military expansion. Additionally, ad-
vancements in military technology, such as cyberwarfare
and drones, have blurred the lines between war and con-
flict, increasing risk of unintended consequences.
Understanding and resolving these complex fault lines is

crucial for fostering peace and stability. In the Middle East,
for example, the Sunni-Shia divide, represented by the ri-
valry between Saudi Arabia and Iran, has fueled wars in
Syria and Yemen, causing immense civilian suffering. Sim-
ilarly, Africa’s ethnic differences, tied to historical griev-
ances and power struggles, pose significant security and
development challenges. The Rwandan genocide, driven by
long-standing conflict between Hutus and Tutsis, is a chill-
ing reminder of the consequences of unchecked racism.
One of the most significant obstacles to prosperity and
international security is weak civil society. Ineffective, cor-
rupt, or incompetent institutions can undermine the rule
of law and hinder economic growth. In sub-Saharan Africa,
weak governance structures exacerbate social problems,
worsen corruption, and impede development. Corruption
in countries like Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of
Congo diverts resources from essential services, deepen-
ing poverty. In conflict-torn nations like Afghanistan and
Iraq, weak civil society institutions hinder reconstruction
efforts, perpetuating corruption and violence. Even estab-
lished democracies like the United States are not immune
to weak civil society. Public trust in government institu-
tions is eroding due to increased polarization and misinfor-
mation. Addressing these challenges requires innovative
and integrated solutions. Economic globalization, conflict,
and other global issues necessitate collaborative efforts
to protect human health and promote sustainable devel-
opment. For instance, the COVID-19 pandemic exposed
fundamental societal conflicts and highlighted the need
for economic resilience. Climate change also poses serious
economic challenges, especially for vulnerable countries
like the Maldives and Tuvalu. Inequality in income distri-
bution remains a global problem, impeding social cohesion
and economic success. Technological disruptions present
both opportunities and challenges, necessitating proactive
measures to address workforce changes and skills develop-
ment. Political conflict has been a recurring theme in Pa-
kistan’s narrative, significantly affecting its economic and
geographical landscape. With a history marked by coups,
weak governments, and tensions between civil and
military authorities, Pakistan has struggled to achieve
stability and prosperity. This comprehensive review
explores the various impacts of political conflict in Pa-
kistan on governance, markets, and social and regional
issues. Changes in government, whether through demo-
cratic processes or military interventions, have affected
the populace’s desire for enduring authority and a stable
governance framework. This instability has eroded pub-
lic trust in the government, leading to further conflicts.
Political conflict has also created anxiety and discontent
among Pakistan’s youth. Reduced employment and mobil-
ity opportunities make young people more susceptible to
negative influences, posing a serious security challenge for

the country. The erosion of democracy and restriction of
civil liberties have severely impacted human rights and the
rule of law. Freedom of expression, press freedom, and mi-
nority rights are often compromised in the name of nation-
al security, fostering repression and extremism. Pakistan’s
strategic location adjacent to Afghanistan, India, China,
and Iran positions it as a key player in regional geopoli-
tics. During periods of conflict, tensions with neighboring
India, particularly over territorial disputes, escalate, affect-
ing regional peace and stability and potentially impacting
international security. Domestic political dynamics also in-
fluence Pakistan’s relationships with the United States and
China, its largest donors and strategic partners. Changes
in Pakistan’s governance, whether through democratic
transitions or military coups, can alter regional integration
and the balance of power in South Asia and beyond.

The military coup led by General Pervez Musharraf in
1999, which overthrew Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
exemplifies the direct impact of military intervention on
political and economic stability. Musharraf justified the
coup by citing the government’s ineffectiveness in address-
ing the crisis, and he ruled the country until 2008. The
assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in
December 2007 further highlighted Pakistan’s enduring
political and security challenges, sparking violent protests
and increased political unrest. The Panama Papers revela-
tions in 2016 implicated several Pakistani leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, in corruption, leading
to widespread public outrage and legal actions. In 2017,
the Supreme Court disqualified Sharif from holding public
office due to undeclared assets, intensifying the political
crisis. Imran Khan’s subsequent election victory in 2018
marked a new era, but his tenure was marred by economic
challenges, regulatory issues, and political infighting.
Khan’s government faced criticism for using anti-corrup-
tion measures as a tool for political persecution and for the
military’s excessive involvement in civilian affairs. Oppo-
sition coalitions like the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) challenged his administration, leading to frequent
protests and accusations of election fraud. Khan's oust-
ing in April 2022, an unprecedented event in Pakistan’s
history, resulted from political maneuvering and loss of
party support, bringing Shehbaz Sharif to power. Howev-
er, the post-Khan period remained unstable, with ongoing
economic problems and continued civil-military tensions.
At the end I thank to Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer who
dedicates his time to guide students, driven by a genuine
passion for enhancing their writing skills and helping them
complete assignments. His expertise is particularly prom-
inent in ideology and Constitution of Pakistan where he
enlightens students about the captivating history of Paki-
stan. Dr. Zaheer truly embodies the essence of an inspiring
educator and leaving an indelible mark on all his students.
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Dar says
fool Proof
security...

From Pack 01
transformed energy securi-
ty. Lauding the unanimous
political  consensus on
CPEC in the two countries,
the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
expressed Pakistan’s firm
resolve to building upon
the achievements of CPEC
and for its high quality de-
velopment in its Phase-Il.
Minister Liu Jianchao stat-
ed that as iron brother and
time-tested friend, China
accords a special place to
Pakistan in its foreign pol-
icy and desires to further
strengthen the All-weather
Strategic Cooperative Part-
nership with Pakistan.

Govt to
ensure...

From Pace 01
While welcoming the Chi-
nese dignitary and mem-
bers of his delegation to Pa-
kistan, the Prime Minister
congratulated him as well
as political leaders of Paki-
stan on the successful or-
ganization of Pakistan-Chi-
na Political Parties Forum
and the 3rd round of Joint
Consultative =~ Mechanism
(JCM) of Political Parties on
CPEC. He said it was a mat-
ter of great satisfaction that
there was complete political
consensus in both countries
on the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).
Emphasizing on historic
and unique significance of
bilateral relations between
the two countries, the
Prime Minister reaffirmed
that the Pakistan-China
friendship was time-tested
and enduring. He termed it
as indispensable for peace
and development of both
the countries as well as the
region and beyond.

Strategic
ties with...

From Pack 01
China (IDCPC), who called
on him at General Head-
quarters on Friday During
the meeting, both discussed
matters of mutual interest,
including regional peace and
stability, and reviewed pro-
gress on the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Mr. Liu Jianchao highlighted
that he is visiting Pakistan
as a follow up of the success-
ful meetings between the
leadership of the two coun-
tries in China. He empha-
sised the significance of
the longstanding brotherly
relations between the two
nations and expressed sat-
isfaction with the progress
achieved on CPEC, reiter-
ating China’s commitment
to its timely completion.

Imran Khan
claims...

From Pace 01

for not reducing expenses
and failing to create an invest-
mentfriendly environment.
“The country is in crisis,” the
ex-PM said. “The government
has not reduced its expenses,
which is troubling. The cur-
rent government has failed
to create an environment for
investment.” Imran argued
that Pakistan needs a man-
date-driven government for
necessary reforms, pointing
out that the current budget
highlights the limitations of
a non-mandated government.
He condemned heavy tax-
ation on professionals and
the public, predicting severe
impacts from the upcoming
electricity bills. Imran lament-
ed the broken promises on
load-shedding in KP, where
power cuts are extensive.

Punjab
Imposes...

From Pace 01
According to an order issued
by the Home Department,
which Dawn.com has seen,
Section 144 has been im-
posed with immediate effect
and will be in place for sev-
en days. The Punjab Police
says Section 144 empowers
authorities to issue orders in
public interest that may place
a ban on an activity for a spe-
cific period of time. The order
states: “It has been observed
that in view of the prevailing
law and order situation and se-
curity threats, any gathering/
assembly is likely to provide
soft targets to terrorists and
miscreants, which not only
pose serious security threats
but is also likely to cause
threat to public at peace and
order as well as inconven-
ience to public at large.”

Australia defeat BD in rain-
affected T20 WC match

Cummins bags hat-trick as Australia kicked off their Super
Eight campaign with 28-run win over Bangladesh

SporTS DESK

BARBADOS: Fast bowler Pat
Cummins took a hat-trick and Da-
vid Warner smashed a half-centu-
ry as undefeated Australia kicked
off their Super Eight campaign at
the T20 World Cup with a rain-hit
28-run win over Bangladesh.
Recalled with fellow quick Josh
Hazlewood after being rested
against Scotland, Cummins’s
three-wicket burst helped restrict
the South Asians to 140 for eight
before rain cut short Australia’s
chase. Victory was secured by the
Duckworth-Lewis method.
Australia were 100 for two after
11.2 overs before the match was
abandoned, with Warner unbeat-
en on 53 and Glenn Maxwell 14
not out at the Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium. Test and one-day skipper
Cummins bowled Mahmudullah
for two, had Mahedi Hasan caught
for a duck by Adam Zampa at deep
third man and then dismissed
Towhid Hridoy for 40 when the

batter scooped to Hazlewood.

Cummins’s third victim came in
the over after his first two wick-
ets, and his hat-trick celebration

first hat-trick in

%!

was conspicuously understated.

“I had no idea ... I totally forgot
about it,” Cummins said of his
international

AL
Cunkie

30a

cricket and the first at the tour
nament. “It’s a good club to be
a part of.” He finished with 3-29
from his four overs while spinner

Adam Zampa took 2-24 to put the
brakes on Bangladesh in the mid-
dle overs. Australia captain Mitch-
ell Marsh had declared himself fit
to bowl on the eve of the match
after recovering from a hamstring
strain but the all-rounder left the
spare overs to Maxwell and Mar-
cus Stoinis. His poor form with
the bat continued, though, with
Marsh dismissed lbw for one by
Rishad Hossain, who took both
the Australian wickets, bowling
Travis Head for 31.

SQUADS: Bangladesh (Play-
ing XI): Tanzid Hasan, Litton
Das (wk), Najmul Hossain Shan-
to (c), Shakib Al Hasan, Towhid
Hridoy, Mahmudullah, Mahedi
Hasan, Rishad Hossain, Taskin
Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan Sakib,
Mustafizur Rahman,

Australia (Playing  XI):
Travis Head, David Warner,
Mitchell Marsh (c), Glenn

Maxwell, Marcus Stoinis, Tim
David, Matthew Wade (wk),
Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc,
Adam Zampa, Josh Hazlewood.

Misbah calls Bumrah
India’s ‘X’ factor

ISLAMABAD : Misbah stated that India was known for their
batting lineup and would win games due to the strength
the batters provided the team with. “Now they have one
of the best bowling attacks currently.” “If we look at the
Cricket World Cup 2023, India had quality bowlers. Jasprit
Bumrah is an outstanding bowler in any condition whether
it is white-ball or red-ball cricket he plays. He swings the
new ball and his defensive bowling skills — yorker or slower
ones — and the most important thing he has is his control.
He is an amazing reader of the game,” Misbah said while
talking on a local sports channel. The former captain called
Bumrah an XAfactor for the Indian team as he always takes
wickets for his team. “He gives India an edge and when
you have an Xfactor like him in your bowling, it adds to
the pressure on the other team and it adds an element of
confidence in your team. “Previously, India’s opponents
would win the toss and call India to bat first and the panic
would be visible on them that we are now out of a posi-
tion of strength but now India is a team who believes that
we can now defend a small total and they did that against
Pakistan. They are now a complete bowling attack.” India
had posted a target of 120 while playing against Pakistan in
the ongoing T20 World Cup 2024. Their bowlers defended
the total as the Men in Green fell seven runs short of the
target. Bumrah took three wickets at the loss of 13 runs in
the match including the wickets of Pakistan’s captain Ba-
bar Azam and wicketkeeper-batter Mohammad Rizwan. His
third dismissal was of Iftikhar Ahmed. - DNA
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T20 WC: Mohammad Amir’s
'unexpected training' in USA

Amir got special permission from
the Pakistan Cricket Board and
paid trainer himself, say sources

WASHINGTON: Despite a foreign
trainer arranged by the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), left-arm fast
bowler Mohammad Amir hired a per-
sonal trainer for the T20 World Cup
2024, sources told Geo News.

He got special permission from the
PCB and used to bear all the expenses
of the trainer himself. However, the
cricket body made the required ar-
rangements in this regard, they said.
The bowler did not take the trainer to
just the US, but also during the Ire-
land and England tours as well.

The rest of the team, nevertheless,
were trained separately. This is a very
surprising situation because one play-
er of the team was trained separately.
The sources said that the Pakistani
side did not seem to be united as a

team throughout the tournament
which led to their early exit from the
mega T20 event.

One of the reasons is that all the play-
ers were accompanied by their fami-
lies. Apart from players and support
staff, a group of 26-28 people compris-
ing the cricketers’ wives and family
members travelled.

Other than Amir, Mohammad Rizwan,
Fakhar Zaman, Imad Wasim, and Wa-
hab Riaz were also accompanied by
their wives and children, while skip-
per Babar Azam’s parents and brother
toured the US with the Men in Green.
Haris Rauf, on the other hand, trav-
elled with his spouse.

The team players and their family
members reportedly held parties and
gatherings after matches.

The 32-year-old pacer was really excit-
ed for the tournament and mentioned
his personal trainer earlier.

“I know T20 cricket has evolved as
well. But the good thing is that I have
been active on the T20 circuit even
after I decided to retire in 2020 from
international cricket.” Amir also con-
firmed that he had hired a personal
trainer, whose job is to ensure that his
body remained fit and ready to endure
the rigours of modern-day cricket.

“I have invested in a personal train-
er because cricket is my bread and
butter, and if I want to continue
earning from it, I have to remain
match-fit and ready,” he said. The
Pakistan cricket team didn’t qual-
ify for the Super Eight, which led
to its elimination from the tourna-
ment. The team is facing criticism
over their poor performance in the
group stage matches. Pakistan were
defeated by debutants USA by five
runs in a Super Over tie and against
India by six runs. - Agencies

n President PML-N Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and discussed cooperation in different fields.They also reviewed
opportunities to boost cooperation in agriculture, livestock and other sectors.— DNA

No Shaheen in Desert Vipers’

las Pooran, Sherfane Rutherford and
Wanindu Hasaranga.

However, Shaheen Shah Afridi, who
was an integral part of Desert Vipers,

Mohammad Haieez
exposes fitness crises
of Pak cricket team

ISLAMABAD: Former all-rounder Mohammad Hafeez re-
cently discussed the fitness standards of the current Paki-
stan cricket team. Hafeez, who previously served as Direc-
tor of Pakistan cricket team; during a podcast with Michael
Vaughan and Adam Gilchrist expressed concerns about the
team’s physical condition under past management, includ-
ing coaches Mickey Arthur and Grant Bradburn, and cur-
rent captain Babar Azam. He highlighted that inadequate
focus on player fitness affected the team’s performance
in recent Test series in Australia. Hafeez also mentioned
a conversation with the team’s trainer where he was dis-
appointed with the trainer’s adherence to directives from
previous management regarding fitness standards.

we—— | “When I retired from this team, I ticked all the boxes of
fitness. If I could do it at the age of 41, then why can’t the
others? As I joined the team as Director, I noticed the
fat percentage of the players had gone up, and the run-
ning ability went down. I asked the trainer what had hap-
pened. Why the players aren’t able to go through the
tests?” Hafeez questioned. “He revealed a very shock-
ing fact that the last management asked him to put the
fitness equation out and let the players play how want-
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retentions for ILT20 2025

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A total of 69 play-
ers were retained by six franchises
for the International League T20
(ILT20) 2025, scheduled to com-
mence in January, with ace Pakistan
pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi absent.

According to the league, the window
for retaining players was opened on 1
June with the teams given two weeks
to submit the list of the retained play-
ers. Each franchise had the option of

retaining a maximum of two United
Arab Emirates (UAE) players. Howev-
er, there was no limit on the retention
of international players.

Following the completion of the play-
ers’ retention window, the teams can
now sign new players in the ongoing
Player Acquisition Window which will
stay open till 15 September.

Notably, amongst the 69 players re-
tained for ILT20 2025, 26 were part
of various ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2024 squads including the likes of Mo-
hammad Amir, David Warner, Nicho-

was not named in the retention list
of the franchise while compatriots
Azam Khan and Mohammad Amir re-
tained their spots. Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders: Aditya Shetty, Ali Khan, Alis-
han Sharafu, Andre Russell, Andries
Gous, Charith Asalanka, David Willey,
Joe Clarke, Laurie Evans, Micheal
Pepper and Sunil Narine.

Desert Vipers: Adam Hose, Alex
Hales, Ali Naseer, Azam Khan, Bas
de Leede, Luke Wood, Micheal
Jones, Mohammad Amir, Nathan
Sowter, Sherfane Rutherford, Tan-
ish Suri and Wanindu Hasaranga.

ed to play till the World Cup 2023,” he continued.

“I was like, why didn’t you resign straight away if you feel
like someone is asking you not to do your job? Just say that
this is not the way to deal with international cricketers, so
he said, I can’t do anything because at that time, whatever
management said to me, I followed their directions. That
was why we were struggling in the final innings of the
Test series against Australia. We looked fatigued because
we were missing that fitness level,” he concluded.
Earlier, Hafeez disclosed that fitness was not given priori-
ty and expressed concern over the neglect of fitness with-
in the team, citing discussions with then-captain Babar
Azam and the coaching staff. Hafeez noted a concerning
trend regarding the players’ body fat levels, which are cru-
cial indicators of fitness and performance. - DNA

Ukraine fight hack to beat Slovakia 2-1 at Euro 2024

The win got Ukraine back on track after losing 3-0 to Romania in its opening game

OUur CORRESPONDENTS

DUESSELDORF: Roman

more emphatic margin of victory.

La Roja, seeking revenge for their elim-

Yaremchuk
scored as Ukraine came back from a goal
down to beat Slovakia 2-1 on Friday and
strengthen its hopes of reaching the Euro
2024 knockout stages. The win got Ukraine
back on track after losing 3-0 to Romania
in its opening game. Slovakia took the lead
in the 17th minute with a header from Ivan
Schranz, who also scored the only goal in
its surprise 1-0 win over Belgium four days
earlier. Oleksandr Zinchenko crossed low
for Mykola Shaparenko to score Ukraine’s
first goal of the tournament in the 54th.

Shaparenko played his part in the second
goal, too, sending a long pass over the top
for Yaremchuk, who controlled the ball with
his first touch and then prodded it past goal-
keeper Martin Dubravka. Earlier on , Spain
outclassed defending champions Italy and
booked a place in the knockout stages of
Euro 2024 with a 1-0 win on Thursday that
was settled by Riccardo Calafiori’s own goal
but could have easily ended with a much

ination from Euro 2020 by th