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Shehbaz assures public safety

Cabinet okays
operation

Azm-e-Istehkam |

PM says people will not face trouble during operation
and neither will their houses be raided: sources

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The federal cabinet on Tuesday approved the
decisions taken by the National Action Plan’s Central Apex
Committee, including the Operation Azm-e-Istehkam, sourc-
es told Geo News. As per the sources, Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif said citizens would not face any trouble during the
operation and neither would their houses be raided. “Only
intelligence-based operations would be carried out against
terrorists,” PM was quoted by the sources as saying. The
decision has come after the Apex Committee last Saturday
gave the go-ahead to the military operation, which is a rein-
vigorated and re-energised national counter-terrorism drive,
to turn up the heat on militants targeting Pakistan.

The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) had said that the new
counter-terrorism push was approved with the consensus of
all stakeholders including provinces, Gilgit Baltistan (GB) and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). However, opposition parties
including the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Jamiat-e-Ulema
Islam Fazl (JUIL-F), Awami National Party (ANP), and others
have voiced concerns over the military operation, demanding
that parliament must be taken into confidence before taking
any such decision. To resolve the issue, Defence Minister Kha-
waja Asif has said the government would satisfy the PTI and
other opposition parties over the military operation.

Asif said that the federal government would ensure provid-
ing satisfactory answers to the concerns of the PTI over the
anti-militancy operation. “We will create a consensus among
the [parties]. The opposition parties and allies. We will
give them ample time to discuss this issue. Whatever their
questions or concerns, it will be responded to in a satisfying
manner.” Meanwhile, as per the Prime Minister’s Office,

Continued on Page 06

Country can’t
afford military
action: PTI

Former ruling party argues military
operations would disproportionately
impact K-P, Balochistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) law-
makers while maintaining their stance against
Operation ‘Azm-eIstehkam,” argued that the
country cannot sustain more military operations
for stabilisation. Speaking outside the Election
Commission Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday, PTI lead-
ers reiterated their opposition against the newly
approved military operation. They argued that
military operations would disproportionately im-
pact Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and Balochistan.
“Investment isn’t coming because there’s no rule
of law,” they claimed, challenging the necessity
of military action. PTI Chairman Barrister Go-
har Ali Khan called for immediate justice and
the release of former premier Imran Khan and
other party members. He condemned their re

Continued on Page 06

Reserved seats case

Briefs

TP
resettlement

led to Azm-i-
Istehkam

Says it is a national

Supreme Court stresses on

proportional representation

Fustice Minallah says PML-N,
PPP were also affected in past

Iddat case

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

security issue, not
any political move

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif on Tues-
day asked for not compar-
ing the planned Operation
Azm-iIstehkam with the mil-
itary actions taken against
terrorists in the past, saying
there were no no-go areas
in Pakistan unlike the previ-
ous state of affairs when the
Taliban had complete control
over regions like Swat and
erstwhile Federally Admin-
istered Tribal Areas (Fata).
The state writ is in place
across the country, barring
in some areas where the
Taliban have control in night
hours, minister told a press
conference at the PML-N
headquarters in Lahore.

PPP to vote
for budget

If we do not vote for the
budget, it would amount
to dismantling the
Zovernment: Naveed

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
will vote for the budget to
prevent instability in the
country, senior parliamen-
tarian Syed Naveed Qamar
announced on Tuesday.
The decision was made
during a parliamentary
party meeting chaired by
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, with Asee-
fa Bhutto Zardari also in
attendance. PPP Secretary
Information Shazia Marri
stated that members had
expressed concerns about
their constituencies in pre-
vious meetings. The party
leadership engaged the gov-
ernment to address these
issues, with senior PPP par-
liamentarian Syed Naveed
Qamar briefing members
on the progress.

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court of Pakistan’s
Justice Ayesha A Malik on Tuesday said
that the reserved seats cannot be allocated
contrary to the principle of proportional
representation. Justice Malik made these
comments during the hearing on the peti-
tion filed by the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC),
the ally of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
against the denial of reserved seats for wom-
en and minorities. A 13-member full court,
headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
QaziFaez Isa, heard the matter. The bench
comprises Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah,
Justice Muneeb Akhtar, Justice YahyaAfri-
di, Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan, Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Justice Malik, Justice Athar Minal-
lah, Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi, Justice
ShahidWaheed, Justice Irfan Saadat Khan
and Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan. “Wheth-
er SIC wins or loses this case, what will
other parties benefit from it?” questioned
Justice Ayesha during the hearing today,

Continued on Page 06

Court reserves
verdict on sentence

suspension

Both Khan and Bushra were
handed seven-year sentences each
by trial court in February this year

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: A district and sessions
court Tuesday reserved its verdict on
pleas filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) founder Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi seeking suspension
of their sentence in the iddat case. The
Islamabad High Court (IHC), earlier
this month, had directed the district
court to decide the pleas seeking the
suspension of the sentence of former
prime minister Khan and his wife

Continued on Page 06

Pervez Elahi
likely to
leave PTI

M

DNA

GU]JRAT: The PTI President
Pervez Elahi is likely to leave
PTI. Sources privy to this de-
velopment confided to this
news agency that Pervez and
Ch. Shujaat have already held
two meetings on this subject.
Ch. Pervez Elahi was recently
released on bail. There were
rumours that his release may
be part of a deal and he was
released only after his solemn
assurance that he will leave
the PTI. Pervez Elahi resist-
ed the pressure and refused
to part ways with the PTI but
he was told that PTI has not
future, at least in the foresee-
able future so you better rec-
oncile with your cousin Ch.
Shujaat and join him. Sources
say after immense pressure
from family circles, he has
made up his mind to finally di-
vorce the PTI. The decision is
likely soon, the sources claim.

PMD forecast

rains across

country

About the possible
impacts, the PMD said
that heavy rains may
cause urban/flash flood

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Me-
teorological ~ Department
(PMD) has forecast rain
across the country from
June 26 till July 01 which
may cause urban flooding
in the vulnerable areas and
disrupt daily routines. The
monsoon currents from

Continued on Page 06

Kenya's parliament burnt as
protesters obhject to new taxes

Thousands of mostly young people demonstrated in Kenya’s
capital and across the country on Tuesday against new tax
proposals in the government’s annual budget legislation

News DESK

NAIROBI: Part of Kenya’s parliament building was burned
Tuesday as thousands of protesters against a new finance
bill entered and legislators fled, in the most direct as-
sault on the government in decades. Journalists saw at
least three bodies outside the complex where police had
opened fire. Clashes spread to other cities. Protesters
had demanded that legislators vote against the bill impos-
ing new taxes on a country, East Africa’s economic hub,
where frustrations over the high cost of living have sim-
mered for years. Youth who had voted President William
Ruto into power with cheers for his promises of economic
relief took to the streets to object to the pain of reforms.
But lawmakers voted to pass the bill, then fled through a
tunnel as protesters, many of them youth, outmaneuvered
police to enter parliament. Protesters allowed opposition
legislators who voted against the bill to walk out of the
besieged building. The fire was later put out. One person
shot dead was wrapped in a Kenyan flag and carried away.

Continued on Page 06

Assange released from
prison after US plea deal

Assange to plead guilty to one charge of
espionage and return home to Australia
after years fighting US extradition

ForeiGN DESk

LONDON: WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has
been freed from prison in the United Kingdom and is
expected to travel home to Australia after he agreed
to plead guilty to a single charge of breaching the es-
pionage law in the United States. Assange, 52, will
plead guilty to one count of conspiracy to obtain
and disclose classified US national defence docu-
ments, according to a filing in the US District Court
for the Northern Mariana Islands. He was freed from

Continued on Page 06
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Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet Meeting. — DNA

‘Sans political input’

Budget will be for
babus, by babus,

of babus:

Bilawal

“If there is no political input, your
budget will not work and relief you
want to give won’t be possible,” he says

MEentaB PirzapA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
on Tuesday reiterated the taking political
input in the budget 2024-25 proposals for
it to achieve targets. “If there is no polit-
ical input, your budget will not work. The
relief you want to give to the people won’t
be possible. The ground realities that you
[politicians across the board] know, none of
the ‘babu’ in Islamabad know about them,”
he said while speaking during the National
Assembly session. “Without political input,
the budget will by the babus, for the babus
and of the babus. And we want to end this
tradition,” said the PPP chairman. The
PPP, which is the main ally of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), continued
to raise objections for not taking it to con-
fidence regarding the federal budget for
the upcoming fiscal year starting July 1.

Continued on Page 06

Non-filers to have a personal
hearing before SIM blockage
and foreign travel bans

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Sen-
ator Muhammad Aurangzeb has said
that the budget for the next fiscal year
was aimed at narrowing the fiscal
deficit by expanding the government’s
revenues and cutting unnecessary ex-
penditures. Concluding the discussion

Continued on Page 06
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President focuses
on combating
drug abuse efforts

President Asif Ali Zardari said that we needs to take steps to
eliminate the scourge of drugs from the society by intensifying
efforts to prevent drug abuse and trafficking in Pakistan

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD : President Asif Ali
Zardari has stressed that elimi-
nating the scourge of drug abuse
required creation of awareness,
strengthening of  anti-narcotics
laws, investing in prevention and
treatment and engaging communi-
ties. “We also need to educate our
youth about the harmful impacts of
drug abuse to save them from this
menace. Additionally, we should di-
vert the energies of our youth into
healthy and productive activities.
The future of our young generation
lies in our hands,” the president
said in a message on the occasion
of ‘International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking’ being

observed on June 26. Today, the
president said they commemorat-
ed the international day against
drug abuse and illicit trafficking
under the theme “The evidence is
clear: invest in prevention.” The
day highlighted the urgency of tak-
ing concrete steps to eliminate the
scourge of drugs from the society by
intensifying efforts to prevent drug
abuse and trafficking in Pakistan, he
added. “Drug production and illicit
trafficking not only immensely harm
our youth and their families, but are
also a potential source of financing
for criminal and terrorist elements,”
he observed. The president also
called upon every citizen to support
the government in its fight to eradi-
cate drugs from our society. “I urge
each one of you to raise awareness
about the harmful effects of drug

abuse at the individual, family, and
community levels, prioritizing pre-
vention and treatment,” President
Secretariat Press Wing, in a press
release, quoted the president as
saying. President Zardari further
said that addressing the root causes
of drug abuse required an integrated
approach involving all stakeholders,
including law enforcement agencies
(LEAs), media, civil society, parents
and teachers. “We must curb the flow
of drugs into our society, especially
within educational institutions, by tar-
geting drug suppliers and peddlers.
LEAs should adopt proactive meas-
ures and take strict actions against
persons involved in drug trafficking,”
he maintained. The president ex-
pressed the hope that through their
collective efforts, they could achieve a
drug-free Pakistan.

Tax net to be broadened for
revenue generation: Hussain

FAISALABAD : The tax net will be broadened with the active cooperation of the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (FCCI) so that much-needed revenue could be generated without adding more burden on the existing
taxpayers, said Irshad Hussain, Chief Commissioner Inland Revenue (Operation) Faisalabad. Talking to a delegation
of the business community, the Chief Commissioner said that he had already served in Faisalabad and had intimacy

with business leaders.

“I also understand the tax related problems confronted by the business community”, he said
and added that he would try his best to facilitate them within the given circumstances.

Dr Sajjad Arshad, Senior

Vice President FCCI, led the delegation and met the Chief Commissioner Inland Revenue (Operation) in his office.
The delegation comprised Vice President FCCI, Hajji Muhammad Aslam Bhalli, Chaudhary Talat Mahmood,
Abaidullah Sheikh, Idrees Sadhey Sheikh, Rehan Ashfaq, Chaudhary Taimoor Talat, Muhammad Qasim, Mu-

hammad Shahzad and Iftikhar Hussain Ansari.

Speaking on the occasion, Senior Vice President FCCI, Dr

Sajjad Arshad, congratulated Irshad Hussain on assuming the office of the chief commissioner inland revenue
and assured him of his full cooperation. He said that the proposed budget had fomented serious apprehen-
sions, however, they could resolve the issues in close collaboration. He also extended an invitation to Irshad
Hussain to visit the FCCI at a time and date convenient to him. It would provide a chance to FCCI members to
directly interact with the chief commissioner and explain their unresolved issues, he added. Vice President
FCCI, Hajji Muhammad Aslam Bhalli, said that traders were patriotic Pakistani and ready to contribute their

role but they must be taken into confidence about the “Tajir Dost Scheme”.

The chief commissioner accepted

the invitation to visit the FCCI and assured to extend maximum facilitation to the business community.—APP

DNA

FAISALABAD :Faisalabad
Electric Supply Company
(FESCO) has issued shutdown
programme for Wednes-
day due to necessary repair,
maintenance and expansion
of electricity lines. According
to the schedule, power sup-
ply from CTM, Usman Town,
7JB, Sargodha Spinning,
Dawood, Sitara, Rasheed
Usman, Ali Town, Sargodha
Cloth Processing and Usman
Block feeders linked with
132KV Chiniot Road grid sta-
tion, will remain suspended
from 6 am. to 10 am. —APP

ISLAMABAD : Minister for
Planning Development &
Special Initiatives Ahsan
Igbal on Tuesday said that
the key prerequisites for
moving forward
policy continuity, political
stability, and peace in the
country. Without these ba-
sics, the country’s progress
will be stunted, he said he

Political stability 1s vital
for country's development,

says: Ahsan Igbal

DNA

include

second

Minister for Planning Ahsan stressed that economic
progress hinges on improving the law and order situation,
which requires the collective efforts of all stakeholders

while talking to a private
news channel. In response
to a question about CPEC,
he said that from 2013 to
2018, work on the project
progressed speedily,
government changes later
slowed down progress in
Gwadar and the Special
Economic Zones
The current administration
has since reignited these ef-
forts, working at full speed,
added. The

phase of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
is going to start, which will
focus on five key corridors,
Growth, Livelihood, Inno-
vation, Green, and Open
corridor, he added. These
corridors were designed to
foster regional cooperation
and ensure comprehensive
development, he further
added. Recent terrorist at-
tacks aim to cast a shadow
over the development.

but

(SEZ).

KARACHI: Ambassador of the Philippines Maria Agnes, Consul General of the Philippines in
Karachi and others cutting cake to celebration the national day of the Philippines. — DNA

PGGA
organizing
National
Youth
Forum from
29-28 June

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan Girl
Guides Association (PGGA)
National Headquarters is
organizing the National
Youth Forum from 25th to
28th June 2024, with the
theme “Empowering Youth
for Leadership and Govern-
ance”. More than 50 young
leaders from all regions
of the country are partic-
ipating in the forum. The
opening ceremony of the
Youth Forum was held on
Tuesday in which Senator
Ayesha Raza Farooq Chair-
person National Commis-
sion on Rights of the Child
was the chief guest. Maria
Maud Sabri, National Com-
missioner of the Pakistan
Girl Guides Association
welcomed them and other
guests. She informed them
about Guiding in Pakistan.
She briefed the guests that
in Guiding we start working
on our mission of leader-
ship development as soon
as a girl joins in. Each work-
ing group of 6-8 girls elects
their leader. This is the first
step in learning democracy
and leadership. Leaders
change regularly so that
everyone gets a chance to
lead. Activities are select-
ed by the girls themselves.
The entire program of Guid-
ing aims to give skills and
develop confidence to take
initiative. The girls learn
to take action to solve
their problems and learn
to love their community
and country. They are en-
couraged to think about
social issues and take
steps, however small to
tackle them. — APP
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FaisaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD : The young
girls can play a key role in
development of the coun-
try if they are empowered,
given proper guidance and
confidence, said Chairper-
son National Commission
on Rights of the Child Sena-
tor Ayesha Raza Farooq.

She was addressing as the
chief guest to the opening
ceremony of the Youth Fo-
rum organized by Pakistan
Girl Guides Association
National Headquarters
from 25th to 28th June

Leaders from all regions
of the country are partic-
ipating. The theme of the
Youth Forum is “Empow-
ering Youth for Leader-
ship and Governance, said
a press release. Speaking
on the occasion, Senator
Ayesha Raza Farooq ap-
preciated the Pakistan
Girl Guides Association
for its efforts to empower
young girls and said it is
a unique program offered
to Girls which helps them
develop into confident and
responsible citizens. She
also highlighted the role

Empowered girls can boost
country’s development: Ayesha

youth can play for the bet-
terment of the country.
She said that in a world
that is constantly evolving,
the skills and principles in-
stilled through Girl Guid-
ing are more important
than ever. Guides’ ability
to adapt, lead with empa-
thy, and embrace diversity
and inclusion are qualities
that will serve girls not
only today but throughout
their lives. She hoped that
during the coming days of
the Youth Forum, the par-
ticipants would discover
their potential and polish
their leadership skills.

S&P Glohal Pakistan completes 19 years of excellence

Managing Director of S&P Global Pakistan said that Pakistan is a testament to our
shared commitment to accelerate growth, innovation, partnership and integrity

MEenTaB PIERZADA

ISLAMABAD : S&P Global, a pro-
vider of credit ratings, benchmarks,
analytics and workflow solutions to
the global capital, commodity and
automotive markets, is celebrating
its 19th anniversary of operations
in Pakistan this month. Since its
inception in 2005, S&P Global
Pakistan has been at the forefront
of providing essential intelligence
that enables governments, busi-
nesses and individuals to create
new opportunities, solve problems
and grow at the pace of the world. .
S&P Global Pakistan has consol-
idated its position in “Powering
Global Markets” over the last 19
years and has impacted people, con-
sumers and communities through
its services. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mujeeb Zahoor, Managing Di-

Rana meets with HEC
Chairman; discusses
strategies to empower youth

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
the Prime Minister Youth
Programme,(PMYP) Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
has said that empower-
ing youth with required
resources and develop-
ment opportunities is
the need of the hour as
today’s youth, are leaders
of tomorrow. He said this
during a meeting with the
Chairman of the Higher
Education =~ Commission
(HEC) Dr Mukhtar Ahmed
here on Tuesday. The
meeting discussed various
ways to promote positive
engagement and develop-

ment opportunities for the
country’s youth.

During the  meeting,
Chairman Rana Mash-
hood Ahmed Khan and Dr
Mukhtar Ahmed both em-
phasized the importance
of collective efforts for
skills, education and over-
all empowerment of the
youth population across
the country. They dis-
cussed various initiatives
and programs namely the
Prime Minister’s National
Innovation Award, Prime
Minister’s Youth Laptop
Scheme, National Volun-
teer Corps and several

other schemes that could
be implemented to effec-
tively engage and empow-
er the youth.

They said that the joint
efforts of the Prime Min-
ister Youth Program and
HEC will enable to utilize
resources and expertise
to effectively maximize
the impact on youth de-
velopment. The Chair-
man PMYP and HEC ex-
pressed optimism about
the future of youth devel-
opment in Pakistan and
reiterated their commit-
ment to work together to-
wards the common goal.

PMD forecast rains across
country from 26 June 26

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast
rain across the country
from June 26 till July
01 which may cause ur-
ban flooding in the vul-
nerable areas and dis-
rupt daily routines. The
monsoon currents from
Arabian sea and Bay of
Bengal are likely to pene-
trate eastern parts of the
country from June 26 and
a low pressure was also
lying over south of Indi-
an Gujrat. Rain wind/
thundershower with iso-
lated heavyfall/hailstorm
is expected in Islama-
bad, Rawalpindi, Murree,
Galliyat, Attock, Chakw-
al, Jhelum, Mandi Baha-
uddin, Gujrat, Gujranwa-
la, Hafizabad, Wazirabad,
Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Sialkot, Narowal, Sahiw-
al, Jhang, Toba Tek Singh,
Nankana Sahib, Chiniot,
Faisalabad, Okara, Kas-
ur, Khushab, Sargodha,

Bhakkar and Mianwali
from June 27 to July 01
with occasional gaps. In
Sindh, rain wind/thun-
dershower with isolated
heavyfall is expected in
Mithi, Umarkot, Mirpur
Khas, Sanghar, Tando
Allahyar, Badin, That-
ta, Karachi, Hyderabad,
Jamshoro, Shaheed Bena-
zirabad, Nausheroferoze,
Khairpur, Dadu, Sukkur,
Jacobabad, Kashmore
and Larkana from June
26 to July 01 with occa-
sional gaps. Rain/thun-
dershower is expected
in Bahawalpur, Baha-
walnagar, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Multan, Khanewal,
Lodhran, Muzaffargarh,
Rajanpur, Rahimyar Khan
and Layyah from June
26-30. In Gilgit-Balti-
stan, rain wind/thun-
derstorm is expected in
Diamir, Astore, Ghizer,
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche, Shigar while
in Kashmir, rain wind/
thunderstorm is likely

in Neelum valley, Mu-
zaffarabad, Rawalakot,
Poonch, Hattian, Bagh,
Haveli, Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber, Mirpur from
June 28 to July 01 with
occasional gaps. Few
heavy falls are also like-
ly in Kashmir during the
period. In Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa, rain wind/
thundershower with iso-
lated heavyfall expect-
ed in Dir, Chitral, Swat,
Kohistan, Malakand,
Bajaur, Shangla, Batta-
gram, Buner, Kohat, Ba-
jaur, Mohmand, Khyber,
Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Peshawar,
Mardan, Hangu and Kur-
ram from June 28 to July
01 with occasional gaps.
In Balochistan, rain
wind/thundershower is
expected in Lasbella,
Khuzdar, Awaran, Jhal
Magsi, Kalat, Naseer-
abad, Jaffarabad, Dera
Bugti, Kohlu, Zhob and
Barkhan from June 26-
28.—APP
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rector, S&P Global Pakistan, said Branch O0OFFlces

that the continuous growth of S&P Libey - v

Global Pakistan is a testament to rana el i

our shared commitment to acceler- member in Pakistan who strives S&P Global is entering its 20th nology capabilities, guiding, moti- . _:"f_ﬂ'\'{;; s i

ate growth, innovation, partnership
and integrity. Be able to act on val-
ues. On this special day, we want to
pay tribute to each and every team

vating and executing. These pillars
will help the world’s leading organ-
izations plan for the future today.

year. The company will continue
to focus on its five strategic pillars:
customer centricity, growth and in-
novation, expanding data and tech-

to live our mission and values and
helps us make us a more diverse,
equitable and inclusive organiza-
tion.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JUNE

June 02/Itlay
National/Independence
Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces Day

June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day (National
Day)

June 10/Jordan
Arab Revolution&
Army Day

June 11/United king-
dom
Birthday of Her Majes-
ty The Queen Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines
Independence Day

June 12/Russian Fed-
eration
Day of Sovereignty of
the Russian Federa-
tion(National Day)

June 13/Zambia
Armed Forces day

June 17/Iceland
National Day
June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day
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Hospitals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....cccoveeverene 5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

Departments
CDA....ccovtvenen 9221334-43
CDA....ccoovvenen 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6
5555864
. 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Indonesian Embassy,
COMSTECH host Int’l seminar

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy
of the Republic of Indonesia
in Islamabad in collaboration
with COMSTECH jointly or-
ganize the international semi-
nar on “Sustainability of Palm
Oil Industry and its Derivative
Products” at COMSTECH Au-
ditorium, Islamabad (25/6).
The international seminar
aims to raise more awareness k
of the sustainability of the
palm oil from Indonesia to the
Pakistani public and maintain
the awareness that the palm
oil and its derivative products
are not harmful to the health
even beneficial for the well-be-
ing. By this seminar, more
potentials are expected to ex- |
plore the untapped potential |
of palm oil derivatives beyond
culinary application.

In his remarks, COMSTECH
Adviser Prof. Dr. Syed Khur-
shid Hasnain mentioned that
COMSTECH have strong
commitment to support the
natural products coming from {
the OIC member countries *
and expect more applied re-
search on more application of
the natural products for the
industrial purposes that could
benefits to the OIC mem-
ber countries. He believed
that science and technology
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassadors

Sustainability of Palm Oil Industry and its Derivative Products
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and High Commissioners of Brunei, Indonesia, Morocco, Kyrgyzstan and others posing
| for a group photo on the occasion of Seminar on The Sustainability of The Palm Oil Industry And its Derivative Product held under

the aegis of the Indonesia embassy at the Comstech. DNA

trade volumes between the two countries,” CDA

discloses the palm oil from Indonesia as having
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participants from entrepreneurs, scholars, students,

should be applicable and give economic benefits
to the people. On his turn, the Indonesian Chargé
D’Affaires (CDA), Mr. Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma
underlined the importance of palm oil for Indone-
sia as it contributes to 4.5 percent to the Country’s
GDP, which absorbs more than 17 million direct
and indirect workers. Given its significance, the
Government of Indonesia successfully improved
the approaches on palm oil production to be more
eco-and-labourfriendy. “Please keep up with the In-
donesian palm oil in our bilateral trade relations,
and let us make it as milestone to improve more

said, inviting the Pakistani business community
to participate Trade Expo Indonesia 2024 this
October. The seminar discloses the minerals con-
tained in the palm oil are very beneficial for the
industry, compared with another vegetable oils
and could be used for raw material of cosmetics,
daily appliances, pharmaceuticals, paints, plastics
and even biofuel. Palm oil is also considered very
efficient in cost since it provides a high yield at a
very affordable cost. The seminar also showcases
the scientific and academic research about the
health benefits for the palm oil consumers and

sustainable farming standards by putting human
rights, deforestation, and enviroment as the core
of the production process, even contributes to the
fulfilment of the Sustainable Development Goals.
The speakers of the seminar are Prof. Dedi Bu-
diman Hakim, Bogor Agricultural Institute; Mr.
Rashed Jan Muhammad, President BQATI; Prof.
Muhammad Asim Shabir, University of Faisalabad;
Mr. Djono Albar Burhan, Indonesia Palm Oil Associ-
ation; Dr. Humaira Fatima, Quaid-e-Azam University;
and Mr. Shahid Pervez, Secretary General of PVMA.
The event was attended by a significant number of

and journalists in Pakistan. All participants received
goodie bags from Indomie Pakistan, the world larg-
est instant noodle brand based in Faisalabad, which
is also a palm oil-based product. The government of
Indonesia and COMSTECH have a successful history
of collaboration in advancing science and technology
among the OIC member countries. The COMSTECH
research fellowship program in virology and vaccine
technologies has been annually held since 2022. Both
parties are also expected to co-organize an exhibition
focusing on nutraceuticals and cosmetics made with
natural and halal ingredients later this year.

ICCI: a trusted
voice for business

community, residents

According to details in 2019, when the Municipal
Corporation Islamabad hiked the property tax up to
300 percent, the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry moved Islamabad High Court, hence

Mr. Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kiyani while declaring

the hike as illegal directed the MCI to receive the tax
on old rates and that CDA must stay away from any
kind of interference in MCI affairs

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry since its incep-
tion, has tirelessly advocated
for its members rights and
the general public interests.
The ICCI under the leader-
ship of its President Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari wasted
no time in moving the court
when the MCI by resorting
to misuse of its powers exor-
bitantly revised the property
taxes. Thereby, the Islama-
bad High Court suspended
the notification meant for al-
most 400 percent hike in the
property tax. According to
details in 2019, when the Mu-
nicipal Corporation Islama-
bad hiked the property tax
up to 300 percent, the Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry moved Islam-
abad High Court, hence
Mr. Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kiyani while declaring the
hike as illegal directed the

MCI to receive the tax on
old rates and that CDA must
stay away from any kind of
interference in MCI affairs.
On this, both CDA and MCI
opted for intra-court appeal,
which is still pending. In
2023 when once again the
MCI enhanced the property
tax up to 400 percent, the
ICCI initiated consultations
with the relevant quarters to
convince them for exercising
a rationale in the matter but
after 5 months long delib-
erations the MCI abruptly
issued a notification regard-
ing the tax increase. Subse-
quently, the ICCI had no op-
tion but to once again move
the court. In its petition, it
challenged the notification
dated 23.01.2024 issued by
the respondent, the MCI,
whereby property tax had
been revised and applied to
the entire Islamabad Capital
Territory.

The ICCI Council contended
that his client representing
the business community of

ICT Islamabad is aggrieved
by the abovereferred noti-
fication which is dispropor-
tionate to the certain rights
as well as principles settled
in Section 88 of the Islama-
bad Local Government Act,
2015.He argued that the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Islam-
abad (MCI) had misused its
powers while implementing
the tax increase.

The THC directed the MCI
and the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) to suspend
the new property and other
enhanced tax collection un-
til the final verdict is issued
and continue to collect the
same on old rates. The court
observed that MCI has no
authority to issue such or-
ders. The court also directed
the Election Commission of
Pakistan to announce the
election date because only
the elected body can im-
pose the tax. The court also
ordered for the audit of the
MCI accounts and deferred
the case till July 10.

Chinese scientists cures
a patient of diabetes
using cell therapy

ISLAMABAD: In a groundbreaking achievement, Chinese scientists have cured a patient of
diabetes using cell therapy for the first time. This medical breakthrough offers hope to di-
abetes sufferers worldwide. The collaboration and knowledge-sharing on this advancement
across borders can accelerate scientific advancements, Gwadar Pro reported on Tuesday.
“By learning from each other’s successes, Pakistani and Chinese scientists can collectively
contribute to diabetes research and patient care”, says Dr. Nauman Niaz, Diabetologist and
Endocrinologist in Islamabad. “We can learn from this breakthrough as they can explore
stem cell research to develop therapies for diabetes. Stem cells can be converted into
various tissues, including pancreatic cells, which play a crucial role in insulin production”,
he said. They have used islet-like cells from human stem cells to create new pancreas islet
tissue. We can study similar approaches to improve islet transplants for diabetes patients.
The Chinese study also tested a chemical cocktail that transformed stem cells into brain,
muscle, kidney, and pancreatic tissue. Pakistani scientists can investigate similar chemical
combinations for effective diabetes treatment”, Dr. Niaz added. Pakistan is faced with an
alarming surge in diabetes cases. According to recent statistics, over 33 million people, or
over 26% of the adult population in Pakistan, are living with diabetes. Obesity and sugar
intake are the major causes of diabetes. Moreover, an additional 11 million adults in Pa-
kistan have Impaired Glucose Tolerance (IGT), putting them at a high risk of developing
type 2 diabetes. Experts believe that the situation calls for urgent attention and measures
to address this growing health concern.—DNA

_PPAF
dishurses
214730
interest-free
loans

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Pro-
gramme (PPAF) disbursed
274,730 interest-free loans
(65% loans to women)
amounting to Rs 12.20
billion (including re-flows)
to borrowers from July
2023 to March 2024. From
July 2019 to March 2024,
2,677,227 loans  (53%
loans to women) with a
value of Rs 101.71 billion
(including reflows) have
been disbursed. Accord-
ing to an official source,
the programme was being
executed nationwide by 26
partner organizations (POs)
through 736 Loan Centers/
Branches in around 81 dis-
tricts. During the period
of July-March FY 2024, a
total of 1,139 loans worth
Rs. 73.72 million has been
disbursed among bene-
ficiaries in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, 3,689 loans
worth Rs 241.51 million
in Balochistan, 995 loans
worth Rs 57.57 million in
Gilgit-Baltistan and 15,892
loans worth Rs  790.23
million in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. Around 232,070
loans worth Rs 10,058.35
million has been disbursed
to the beneficiaries in Pun-
jab and 20,945 loans worth
Rs 977.47 million in Sindh
province.

Govt urged to
reconsider 25%
SAP expense policy

ISLAMABAD: The government has disallowed 25% Sales
Promotion, Advertising and Publicity (SAP) expense cre-
ating a significant marketing cost especially to multina-
tionals that rely on advertising to sell fast moving con-
sumer goods (FMCG). This means a higher tax liability
for foreign companies, already struggling with current
macroeconomic conditions. It also means an anti-com-
petitive and discriminatory landscape targeting foreign
investors. A delegation from the American Business
Council held meetings in Islamabad today on this
matter with Federal Minister for Investments, Aleem
Khan; Chairperson of Senate Standing Committee, Fi-
nance, Saleem Mandviwala; Members of the Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC); and Secretary
Finance, Imdad Ullah Bosal. As the apex American
chamber of Commerce in Pakistan they shared their ur-
gent concerns. Speaking about the issue, Sami Wahid,
Managing Director of Mondalez Pakistan and a Mem-
ber of American Business Council said, “In the eventu-
ality that such SAP expenses are disallowed, MNCs will
have no option but to reduce outlays made on advertis-
ing and publicity to keep their balance sheets out of the
red. It will put them at a disadvantage in comparison
to local competitors. Significant presence of MNCs in
advertising has a far-reaching impact on the economy
and such punitive fiscal measures will not only jeopard-
ize the already fraying advertising and media industry
but also stifle innovation in media practices.”_ The
delegation of American Business Council also includ-
ed, John Letvin, Economics Counselor, US Embassy;
Aisha Sarwari, Senior Director Public Affairs Coca-Co-
la Pak-Afg; Jamil Mughal, COO, McDonalds; Khurram
Qamar, Director External Affairs Philip Morris (Paki-
stan) Limited; and Basit Pirzada, Head of Public Policy,
PepsiCo. They represent about 60 American companies’
membership in Pakistan that have invested billions of dol-
lars in the past few decades. When a global brand expands
into a new market, it requires a substantial investment in
marketing and advertising, typically accounting for almost
25-30% of net revenue in the first three years to establish
its presence. Retroactive applications, after the financial
year has closed, will damage the country’s credibility as a
favorable investment hub. —-DNA

ICT admin
cracks down
on overpricing;
arrests
vendors

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Islamabad,
Irfan Nawaz Memon, has
directed the Assistant Com-
missioners and Magistrates
for intensifying their efforts
to control overpricing of veg-
etables, fruits, and bread in
the Federal Capital. During
the inspection, the Islamabad
Capital Territory Adminis-
tration teams found several
shopkeepers and vendors vi-
olating government-set rates.
Immediate legal action was
taken against those not ad-
hering to the official prices,
said the ICT Administra-
tion’s spokesman.—APP
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ANF recovers
2.5 kg drugs
in two
operations

DNA

RAWALPIND:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting two operations
managed to recover 2.5 kg
drugs and arrested an ac-
cused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here
on Tuesday. He informed
that 1.9 kg Ice was recov-
ered from a parcel sent to
Australia at a cargo office
in Lahore. In another op-
eration, 640 grams her-
oin was recovered from
a passenger going to
Karachi from Peshawar
Airport. Cases have been
registered against the ac-
cused and further investi-
gations are under process.

IRSA
releases
223,500

cusecs water

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on  Tuesday released
223,500 cusecs water
from various rim stations
with inflow of 274,200
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA, wa-
ter level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1467.78
feet and was 69.78 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 125,900
cusecs and 85,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was 1182.40
feet, which was 134.40
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of wa-
ter was recorded 39,900
cusecs and 30,000 cusecs
respectively. The release
of water at Kalabagh, Ta-
unsa , Guddu and Sukkur
was recorded as 114,400,
133,600, 114,900 and
88,700 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 67,700
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 10,300
cusecs released from Riv-
er Chenab at Marala.

NPO to
organize a
workshop

on “Conflict
Management
& Negotiation
Skills” on
June, 26

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Productivity Organ-
ization (NPO) is going to
organize a workshop on

“Conflict Management
& Negotiation Skills” on
Wednesday (June 26).

The workshop aimed at to
understand the appropri-
ate techniques to manage
conflict, understand the
appropriate action plan
and strategies to manage
inter-group conflict, and
handle conflict situations
as they arise during ne-
gotiation events, accord-
ing to an NPO document
shared here on Monday.
The workshop provides
information about the im-
portance of conflict & ne-
gotiation in organizational
behaviour, conflict man-
agement styles, steps to
conflict resolution, causes
& effects of conflict, 4 R’s
in conflict resolution strat-
egy, the purpose of nego-
tiation, the negotiation
process, and negotiation
strategies.

Conflict management and
negotiation skills are crit-
ical skills for any manag-
er to be effective in the
workplace. Conflict situa-
tions are common in the
work situation. So, its im-
portant for managers to
become familiar with the
principles, processes, and
techniques of conflict man-
agement and negotiations.
The workshop is designed
for everyone doing super-
vision at all levels, heads
of departments, depart-
mental managers, shift
in-charges, HR managers,
middle management, pro-
duction engineers, ware-
house in-charge, lab man-
agers, quality managers,
managers of all functions,
executives of all functions,
it added.
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Mr. Neil Kawkins at parliament house.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD Chairman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a meeting with Australian High Commissioner

Bilawal announces to provide
constitutional protection to BISP

The proposed increase in BISP allocation underscores the government’s focus on social welfare and
poverty alleviation, reaffirming its dedication to the welfare of the most vulnerable segments of society

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday appre-
ciated the government’s proposal
to increase the allocation for Be-
nazir Income Support Program
(BISP) by 27% and announced
plans to provide constitutional
cover to it. Participating in the
budget debate, he said the ob-
jective behind this constitutional
cover was to ensure that no future
government could reverse the
program, following the example
of other countries that wanted
to provide relief to their masses.
“This program should be provided
with constitutional cover so that
nobody can reverse it,” the PPP
chairman said. The proposed in-
crease in BISP allocation under-
scores the government’s focus on
social welfare and poverty allevia-
tion, reaffirming its dedication to
the welfare of the most vulnerable
segments of society, he added.
He regretted that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government
tried to end this program, which
provided support to thousands of

families in the country. The chair-
man noted that data gathered for
the BISP was being used during
floods and other climate disasters
to provide relief to the people.
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said that
the main issues facing common
people were inflation and unem-
ployment and urged all political
parties to sit together and come
up with suggestions to overcome
these problems. He believed
that it would have been much
better if the government had
consulted with allied and oppo-
sition parties before preparing
the budget. “We know the diffi-
culties of the government; if the
consultation had been held, the
outcome would have been much
better,” he added. The chairman
said that the people of the coun-
try were not concerned with the
problems of political parties,
adding they wanted solutions
to their own problems. He pro-
posed to prepare an economic
plan with consultation and con-
sensus from all political parties
for the next 20 years to ensure
sustainable economic growth.
“It will ensure continuity of the
policies, and whoever is in the

government, the policies will
be followed for the long term,”
he said. While endorsing the
proposal of a ‘Charter of Econo-
my’ by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Bilawal said that political
parties in the parliament should
be taken into confidence on this
important issue. He appreciat-
ed the government’s efforts in
bringing down inflation and ex-
pressed hope that the policies
would be continued to provide
relief to the masses. The chair-
man suggested the government
to focus on direct taxes instead
of indirect taxes and review the
proposed taxes in the 2024-25
budget. Sharing the achieve-
ments of his government in the
past, he mentioned that the PPP
government made Pakistan a
rice and wheat exporter instead
of an importer. Bilawal also
suggested the government abol-
ish subsidies and provide direct
relief to the farmers. He called
on the government to announce
establishment of IT parks in
every division of the country
through public-private partner-
ships. He believed the initiative
would facilitate the provision of

high-speed broadband internet
services, extending from the
mountains of Gilgit to every
corner of the nation. The chair-
man suggested that the federal
government could effectively
address the issue of load shed-
ding by promoting solar energy.
Advocating for increased utiliza-
tion of solar power, windmills,
and hydroelectric sources, he
said that these efforts would
not only bolster the national
economy but also yield positive
environmental benefits. He fur-
ther advocated for reducing the
import bill by utilizing coal from
Thar instead of importing it.

The chairman said according
to constitutional provisions,
regions that produce natural
resources such as gas should
have the primary claim on these
resources. Implementing this
principle, he asserted, would
bring about an economic revolu-
tion in underdeveloped areas—a
step he commended the Prime
Minister for considering. Bilaw-
al expressed his party’s commit-
ment to progressive taxation,
noting discussions with the Fi-
nance Minister aimed at broad-

ening the tax base. He said that
the PPP advocated for taxing
the wealthy rather than burden-
ing the poor.

However, he expressed regret
over the country’s failure to suc-
ceed in this endeavor, which he
identified as a primary reason
for Pakistan’s economic chal-
lenges.

The chairman asserted that
expanding the tax base neces-
sitated a shift towards direct
taxation. He called for a collab-
orative approach with the public
to develop successful revenue-in-
creasing policies. He suggest-
ed that all provinces should
be included in the sales tax on
services, praising the commend-
able performance of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
in that regard, which had even
surpassed the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR). Proposing that
the authority to collect sales tax
should be delegated to the prov-
inces, he suggested that each
province should meet its targets
for the federation. “If a province
collects more than its target, the
excess should be returned to it,”
he added.

P -
Combating
illicit
trafficking
among gowt
priorities’
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif calling the
menace of drug abuse a glob-
al concern unconfined by ter-
ritorial boundaries plaguing
the society with associated
crime and violence, said that
the Government of Pakistan
placed utmost priority on
addressing the issue of drug
abuse and taking effective
measures to combat illicit

trafficking.

The prime minister, in his
message on International
Day Against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking annually
observed on June 26, said
the country commemorated
the Day to reiterate its firm
determination to strengthen
action and cooperation to col-
lectively achieve the goal of
an international society free
of drug abuse. He said the
occasion served as a remind-
er of shared responsibility
in combating the illicit trade
and trafficking of drugs. The
prime minister said that
through collaborative ef-
forts, Pakistan reaffirmed its
strong determination to curb
and eradicate the distribution
of narcotics and banned sub-
stances, which posed a grave
threat to the well-being of the
society. “As we reflect on the
impact of drugs on our soci-
ety, this year’s theme, “The
Evidence is Clear: Invest in
Prevention,” reminds us that
prevention is paramount and
underscores the significance
of adopting evidence-based
strategies focused on pre-
vention,” he  remarked.
The prime minister called
for aligning the collective
efforts with internationally
recognized best practices,
placing a strong emphasis on
upholding human rights and
guaranteeing that individuals
grappling with addiction re-
ceive the essential support
they need. This encompass-
es improving accessibility to
medical and psychological
services for rehabilitation,
as well as integrating sci-
entific research into policy
formulation, he added.Em-
phasising a renewed strong
determination and pledge to
combat the illicit drug trade
collectively, Prime Minister
Shehbaz urged the NGOs,
civil society organizations,
religious leaders, and the
media to actively support the
government’s efforts.—APP

MNASs call for
revisions on taxes

Criticizing the lack of relief for both common people and business-
es, he said that higher electricity bills were making difficult for
exporters to compete globally due to rising production costs

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The law-
makers in the National
Assembly on Tuesday
called on the government
to revisit the increase in
taxes on the agriculture
sector, baby milk, sala-
ried class, and station-
ery items in the budget
for 2024-25. Participat-
ing in the debate in the
House, Chief Whip of
the Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil (SIC), Malik Aamir
Dogar urged the govern-
ment to reduce taxes on
essential items like milk
and stationery. Criticiz-
ing the lack of relief for
both common people and
businesses, he said that
higher electricity bills
were making difficult for
exporters to compete

globally due to rising pro-
duction costs. He said
that agriculture was the
backbone of the econo-
my and should be more
incentivized to strength-
en the national economy
and support the farmers.
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Lawmak-
er, Shahid Usman Ibra-
him acknowledging both
the positive and negative
aspects of the budget,
said that under the cur-
rent challenging circum-
stances, the government
presented a positive
budget. He said that
the PML-N government
saved Pakistan from fi-
nancial collapse and set
it on the right path, af-
firming that his party
would continue to pro-
tect the country’s inter-
ests. Highlighting that

agriculture contributes
24 percent of the GDP
and involves two-thirds
of the population, he said
that the government had
allocated Rs 5 billion for
the agricultural sector in
the budget. The lawmak-
er also claimed that in-
flation dropped from 38
percent to 11.8 percent
and that the stock mar-
ket reached new heights,
with the index hitting
78,000 points for the
first time. He stressed
the importance of imple-
menting the structural
reforms mentioned by
the Finance Minister and
reducing government
expenditures.  Another
PML-N Member, Anwar-
ul-Haq Chaudhry, appre-
ciated the government
for presenting a balanced
and people-friendly

budget under the current
adverse circumstances.
He attributed the drop
in inflation to 11.8 per-
cent to the government’s
concrete measures over
the past three to four
months, adding that
there had been a signif-
icant reduction in petro-
leum prices and antici-
pated further decreases,
potentially bringing infla-
tion to single digits.
Anwar-ul-Haq expressed
confidence in Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif’s
ability to tackle these
economic challenges. He
stressed the urgent need
for foreign investment
and expressed optimism
about positive outcomes
from the Prime Min-
ister’s recent visits to
China and other friendly
countries.

FDE institutions’
performance being improved

ISLAMABAD: Federal Ac-
ademic Advisory Council
(FAAC) in its 1st meeting
has decided to take steps
for improvement of the in-
stitutions keeping in view
academics, sports activi-
ties, life skills, confidence
building in students, infra-
structure and trust building
in public. The meeting was
held here on Tuesday under
the Chairmanship of Sec-
retary, Ministry of Federal
Education & Professional
Training. According to the
Education Ministry, the
meeting was organized by
Director (Academics & QA)
Riffat Jabeen, and Principal
IMCG F-11/3, Islamabad,
Farah Hamid Khan on the
directions by the chair to
discuss the function and
objectives of FAAC and
the gaps existed in curric-
ulum, assessment system,

syllabus, pedagogical skills,
infrastructure of the in-
stitutions & and possible
solutions to be proposed.
During the meeting, sever-
al deliberations were made
by the chair, which are to
be addressed and effective
practical solutions would be
suggested by the members
of the council in its next
meeting likely to be held
on 1st July. As per details,
mechanism /benchmarks
may be devised for rank-
ing of the FDE institutions
for healthy competition.
It has been decided that
welcoming atmosphere
may be created by holding
parents-teachers meetings
and their feedback may be
sought for positive change.
Similarly, to make the FDE
institutions “Centers of Ex-
cellence” all the resources
ought to be utilized effec-

tively for better output at
par with the private insti-
tutions. However, smart
tutoring system may be
introduced especially for
the Class 10th result await-
ing students attending the
summer camp so that they
have better coverage and
understanding of the con-
cepts, when they attend
the regular classes in their
respective institutions. Fur-
thermore, it is decided that
multipurpose room must
be established in every
institution for blended &
smart learning. The meet-
ing also deliberated that
mathematics ought to be
taught as a skill not as a
subject to appear for exam.
While, monthly tests may
be ensured in all the insti-
tutions at all levels and spot
testing may also be carried
out by the ex-party /aca-

demic evaluation agency for
establishing the ranking of
the institutions. To induce
the habit of self-adaptive
learning among students,
Taleemabad learning ma-
terial and links are to be
made available for the
students and teachers by
1st August, 2024, it add-
ed. Under the plan, crite-
ria may be formulated to
identify top five schools
and colleges in all as-
pects and two bonus sal-
aries will be rewarded to
those teachers, who will
contribute to such a suc-
cess. Keeping in view de-
generation of the society,
steps would be taken for
character building of the
students and they would
also be taught the norms
of public speaking through
motivational lectures by
guest speakers.—APP

Excise deptt continues crackdown

against illegal car modifications

ISLAMABAD: The Excise and Taxation (E&T) Department has continued its crackdown
against illegal car modifications, targeting vehicles with tinted glasses and unauthorized
number plates. On the directive of the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz
Memon, the Excise Department has intensified its efforts to enforce the law, said the spokes-
man of Islamabad Capital Territory Administration here on Tuesday. During recent checks, a
total of above 300 vehicles were inspected, leading to the removal of about 150 tinted windows
and 100 unauthorized number plates. Additionally, 10 vehicles had their registrations suspend-
ed, while five received warnings. The crackdown, led by Assistant Commissioners alongside
Assistant Excise & Taxation Officers (AETOs) and Traffic Police, focused on areas including
Faizabad bus stand, Zero Point, 9th Avenue near IGP, and Marriott Hotel checkpost. Vehicles
found in violation had their registrations suspended untill the illegal modifications were rec-
tified. In response to the ongoing enforcement, the Deputy Commissioner urged citizens to
adhere to regulations by removing tinted windows and using only approved number plates.
This joint effort between the Excise and Taxation Department and the Islamabad Transport
Authority aims to maintain road safety and uphold the law.—APP

L

General Practice

HEALTHCARE CENTRE

Sy

. 11 T i
& Dinet e | &
< T
& it ©
=
*k’ [ ; |

Weicome to Islemabod's finest private medical centre, where your complete welbeing is cur tep priarity, Kesping you
healthy and in good physical condrtion is at the heart of everything we do
Our oém is to estoblsh long-term trusting relotionshins with cur potients ond their fomilies. offering them ecsy
accessibility toheolth ond continuity of core:

(2] 4923347474701 +9251 8900 682
d Floor, Boecutive C B

[ (© /generalpracticeislamabad

www.generalpractice.com.pk




05

From Kiev to Brussels

@ N Friday, after some internal bargaining, the EU finally approved launch-

ing accession negotiations with Ukraine and Moldova. Hailed as a “his-

toric step” by Ukraine’s President VolodymyrZelensky, this decision
does bring Ukraine one step closer to the EU in procedure. However, Ukraine
still has a long way to go to become a formal member of the EU, and the road
ahead is not smooth. For the EU, showing political support to Ukraine by start-
ing accession negotiations may bring new geopolitical and economic risks and
introduce new variables to European integration. The process of admitting
new members to the EU can be roughly summarized as follows: application,
becoming an official candidate for membership, opening formal membership
negotiations, post-negotiation consultations, and formal admission, with the
third stage of formal membership negotiations being considered the substan-
tive stage. Against the backdrop of the Ukraine crisis, bringing Ukraine into the
orbit of the EU is a key tool used by the EU to demonstrate political support and
firmly bind Ukraine to the West. Ukraine has continuously set records in the
first two stages of joining the EU. From February 2022, when it applied for EU
membership, it took only about four months from applying to being accepted as
a candidate country, and just about two years to start accession negotiations.
This special treatment of Ukraine has made other candidate countries “en-
vious” and has also created significant contradictions within the EU. Some
member states see this special treatment given to Ukraine as violating the ex-
isting accession rules and unfair to other candidate countries waiting patient-
ly. The EU’s political support for Ukraine currently outweighs considerations
of maintaining accession rules and authority. However, these deep divisions
will continue to be reflected in the upcoming accession negotiations and will
be a constant obstacle for Ukraine in its future accession process. First, the
reality in Ukraine remains the biggest obstacle to its accession process. Until
the Russia-Ukraine conflict is completely resolved and Ukraine’s reconstruc-
tion begins, the EU is unlikely to seriously consider accepting Ukraine as
a formal member. The accession process seems more like political bait for
Ukraine than a choice that can bring tangible benefits and actual advantages
to European integration. Second, Ukraine is in a state of conflict where its po-
litical, economic, social and legal systems are all in wartime condition, making
it difficult to measure up to the EU’s routine standards. Although, formally,
the EU may demand that Ukraine initiate a series of reforms to meet its
requirements, it is hard to imagine Ukraine achieving full compliance. Given
this backdrop, if the EU continues to offer preferential treatment to Ukraine
and lowers acceptance standards, existing internal conflicts could escalate
once more. More member states might reconsider or change their stance,
considering the potential long-term political, economic and legal challenges
of Ukraine’s accession, particularly as some major EU member states still re-
flect on whether the initial enlargement was overly optimistic and hastily exe-
cuted. Ukraine’s accession process and its outcomes will not only reshape the
logic and form of European integration internally but also bring new uncer-
tainties and risks to the EU in terms of security, economics and geopolitics.
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Defining issues of
2024 US election

CONOMISTS are struggling to reconcile their upbeat views on the US

economy with the angst of average Americans. The key measures of

economic performance - growth, unemployment and inflation - are
almost perfect, putting the United States in an enviably strong position. But
ahead of November’s presidential election, voters continue to cite the econo-
my as a top issue. The main problem: inflation. How can this be? To the exas-
peration of most economists, all this hand-wringing seems terribly misplaced.
The Covid-19 shock to US prices from the spring of 2021 has subsided dra-
matically. Yes, we are still waiting for an all-clear sign that inflation is settling
back down to the 2 per cent target that the US Federal Reserve judges to be
consistent with price stability, but there can be no mistaking a significant
reduction in inflation risks. Of course, there is an important catch. Even if
inflation was to return to the promised land of price stability — although not
as quickly as the optimists of the “transitory” camp initially expected - there
is still a serious political problem with that result. Namely, prices are too
high and are likely to remain elevated for many years to come. By using the
word “prices” instead of inflation, I am not splitting hairs. Inflation depicts
changes in aggregate prices, which is very different from the level of the
price index. That distinction bears critically on the political debate ahead
of the election. US President Joe Biden’s team is focused on the inflation
rate while the American public is more concerned about the price level.
There is little debate over the progress on inflation. After surging to a post-pan-
demic high of 9.1 per cent in June 2022, the overall inflation rate as measured by
the consumer price index (CPI) has since receded to a 3.3 per cent average dur-
ing the past 11 months - an extraordinary reduction over such a short period.
Nevertheless, inflation remains more than double the 1.5 per cent average rate
during the seven years prior to Covid-19. It is also significantly above the Fed’s
2 per cent target, as seen through the lens of a slightly different metric, the
GDP-based personal consumption expenditures price index. This near-complete
recovery from the inflation shock of 2021-23 contrasts sharply with the still-elevat-
ed price level. Therein lies the political problem for Biden: notwithstanding recent
disinflation, the headline CPI in May was still fully 20 per cent above its level in
January 2021, when he took office. Since January 2021, price levels remain espe-
cially elevated for energy (41 per cent), transport (40 per cent), shelter (22 per
cent) and food (21 per cent), which together account for 63 per cent of the typical
US consumer’s basket of goods and services. They are called essential purchases
for good reason: families can’t live without them. A back-of-the-envelope esti-
mate suggests that, as of May, the aggregate price level measured by headline
CPI is fully 15 percentage points higher than it would have been had the CPI
maintained its 1.5 per cent pre-Covid-19 trajectory. No wonder Americans are
so pessimistic about the economy. The big jump in prices, especially for basic
necessities, overwhelmingly outweighs the drop in the inflation rate.

Palestine and EU’s diplomatic unity

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The decisions by Ireland,
Spain and Norway’s
involvement (though

not an EU member) are
significant for breaking
the EU’s diplomatic unity
rather than for their legal
impact. Most of the few EU
members that recognized
Palestinian statehood
did so in 1988 before
joining the EU and were
mainly former Warsaw
Pact countries. Before the
recent declarations only
Sweden had departed from
the EU’s general stance on
Palestine, doing so in 2014

RELAND, Spain and Norway recently

decided to recognize Palestinian state-

hood. This move could potentially help
revive the idea of a two-state solution which
is a long-supported international goal that
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
strongly opposes. Spain’s Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez clarified that this decision
should not be seen as an action against Isra-
el. Despite Netanyahu labeling it a “reward
for terrorism” Sanchez views it as a step
towards peace. Other European countries
might follow suit adding to the over 140
nations that already recognize Palestinian
statehood. However, the situation remains
complex and tense. Rafah, a city in the Gaza
Strip is under the heavy attack despite inter-
national calls for restraint. This includes ap-
peals from the International Court of Justice,
the United States and the European Union.
This makes it challenging to see these dip-
lomatic recognitions as anything more than
symbolic gestures, highlighting internal divi-
sions within Europe and its struggle to apply
coordinated pressure on Israel.
The actions by Ireland, Spain and Norway
might reflect growing frustration in Europe
over stalled peace efforts and the Israeli
government’s perceived stubbornness. Yet,
without a unified European approach, these
individual recognitions may not significantly
change the situation. The ongoing violence
in Rafah emphasizes the gap between dip-
lomatic actions and on the ground realities.
Even though more countries recognizing Pal-
estinian statehood could be a symbolic win
for Palestinians,it is uncertain if this will lead

to real progress towards peace especially
with strong opposition from key players like
Israel and the United States.

For these recognitions to be effective, Europe
needs to present a unified and strong front
which is difficult given current geopolitical
dynamics.The decision by Ireland, Spain and
Norway was expected due to their national
debates and growing public support for action
supporting Palestine. Politically, this is nota-
ble because other European countries, such
as Malta, Slovenia and Belgium have hesitated
to take similar steps. Belgium has been vocal
about Palestinian rights during its presidency
of the Council of the European Unionhowev-
er national elections and other factors have
made it cautious. National election cycles and
the upcoming election of a new European Par-
liament have influenced how European gov-
ernments handle the sensitive Middle East
issue, depending on their domestic politics
and the views of their ruling parties.

The decisions by Ireland, Spain and Nor-
way’s involvement (though not an EU mem-
ber) are significant for breaking the EU’s
diplomatic unity rather than for their legal
impact. Most of the few EU members that
recognized Palestinian statehood did so in
1988 before joining the EU and were mainly
former Warsaw Pact countries. Before the re-
cent declarations only Sweden had departed
from the EU’s general stance on Palestine,
doing so in 2014. The current Swedish gov-
ernment’s different stance compared to the
previous one shows how volatile this issue
can be. There is still no consistent, unified
approach among all 27 EU member states

that goes beyond national political cycles and
short-term agendas. Even though there has
been some agreement within the EU since
the conflict started, reaching a comprehen-
sive EU-wide consensus is still far off.

It would be too cynical to dismiss the entire
EU diplomatic effort after the October 7,
2023, Hamas terrorist attack as futile. The
EU High Representative JosepBorrell has
worked hard to coordinate a common Euro-
pean position during critical moments of the
conflict, sometimes with success. The Span-
ish and Belgian EU presidencies have tried
to convince Israel that resuming peace talks
is a key to defeating Hamas politically not
just militarily. Despite Israel’s ongoing mil-
itary campaign which has killed tens of thou-
sands, EU leaders like Germany and France
have become more critical of Israeli policy.
French President Emmanuel Macron even
said in February that recognizing Palestinian
statehood is no longer a taboo for Paris.
However, the EU has not yet united around
measures that would apply real pressure es-
pecially in trade and economic relations. The
EU is the largest provider of aid to Palestini-
ans and Israel’s biggest trade partner. Recent-
ly, sanctions were seriously discussed for the
first time at an EU foreign ministers’ meeting
but no agreement was reached. It’s impor-
tant for the EU to stay involved in resolving
the conflict by engaging with Arab countries,
but its effectiveness is limited by internal dif-
ferences and political cycles. With pro-Israel
Hungary taking over the EU Council presi-
dency in July, achieving a common and mean-
ingful EU position will remain a challenge.

Can Al break gender bias for an inclusive future?

Amina AG

Significant research findings
indicate substantial gender
bias in GAI, particularly in

professions traditionally
dominated by men. For
example, studies have
shown that men are
represented in 76% of
Al-generated images
of professionals, while
women appear in only
8% (A. M. Gorska and D.
Jemielniak, 2023). This
disparity not only highlights
but also potentially
exacerbates existing gender
inequalities in society.
The underrepresentation
of women in Al-generated
content suggests ...

N an era marked by globalization and rapid

technological advancements, the relationship

between gender dynamics and technology con-
tinues to exhibit signs of deep-rooted patriarchy.
This issue is particularly significant in the context
of the adoption and integration of Generative Ar-
tificial Intelligence (GAI) across diverse cultural
landscapes. Factors such as technology access,
educational pathways, cultural norms, gender eq-
uity initiatives, and techno-activism all play crucial
roles in the adoption and utilization of Al
However, generative Al currently tends to predomi-
nantly represent males, leading to a skewed percep-
tion of professional roles. For instance, when search-
ing for images of professionals in fields like law,
medicine, engineering, or scientific research, Al-gen-
erated results overwhelmingly depict men. This bias
in representation highlights the nuanced intersec-
tions between gender identity and the adoption of
advanced technologies like GAI, which have profound
implications for both present and future generations.
Addressing these issues is essential to ensure a more
equitable and inclusive technological future.
Significant research findings indicate substantial gen-
der bias in GAI, particularly in professions traditionally
dominated by men. For example, studies have shown
that men are represented in 76% of Al-generated im-
ages of professionals, while women appear in only 8%
(A. M. Gorska and D. Jemielniak, 2023). This dispari-
ty not only highlights but also potentially exacerbates
existing gender inequalities in society. The underrep-
resentation of women in Al-generated content sug-
gests a reinforcement of gender stereotypes that can
influence societal perceptions and career aspirations.
It is crucial that women are included and acknowledged
for their presence and contributions to the advance-
ment, design, and implementation of Al technologies.
The gendered nature of technology, especially gener-
ative Al, becomes apparent when examining recent
studies, which show that 99% of Al-generated images
of professionals depict men. This alarming underrep-
resentation of women suggests that generative Al
could perpetuate gender biases and male dominance
in professional fields.Moreover, certain systems af-
fect the physical and mental well-being of women and
non-binary individuals. Gender-biased systems used
in healthcare, welfare, and the automotive industry,
in particular, pose significant risks. Approximately

18.8% of gender-biased systems compromise physical
safety, while 3.42% create health hazards.

These statistics underscore the urgent need to ad-
dress gender biases within Al to protect the well-be-
ing of all users.The adoption of GAI wills likely impact
gender perceptions in future generations, who will
rely on Al for educational and other purposes. This
reliance on Al-generated content may reinforce male
dominance and potentially hinder women’s empower-
ment. Consequently, this issue necessitates a strate-
gic and multifaceted approach to address and mitigate
these biases. Technologists, policymakers, educators,
and all stakeholders must collaborate to build a plat-
form for women’s empowerment and ensure that Al
technologies reflect diverse and balanced representa-
tions. In the realm of socio-economic development,
especially within the context of Pakistan, there ex-
ists a pressing demand for inclusive growth, with a
particular emphasis on the empowerment of women.
Gendered Al could exacerbate gender inequality,
making inclusive progress in technology essential for
the equitable development of society.Highlighting the
need for a more intersectional and inclusive approach
in Al advancement, especially in Al-generated imag-
es, is imperative. This approach must consider how
gender intersects with other dimensions of power and
oppression, such as race, class, and ability. Ensuring
that the experiences of marginalized groups, includ-
ing women of color, transgender individuals, and peo-
ple with disabilities, are adequately addressed within
feminist techno science studies is vital.

An inclusive approach will help achieve the goals of
women’s empowerment, societal justice, economic
growth, and creating space for everyone. Empowering
and encouraging more women and all genders to take
visible roles in all realms of life will be instrumental in
driving forward societal and technological progress.
This comprehensive strategy involves revising the
algorithms and datasets used in Al training and fos-
tering a culture that values and promotes gender di-
versity in the tech industry.To address these dispari-
ties, we must take a holistic approach that includes
enhancing technology access for all genders, pro-
moting inclusive educational pathways, challenging
cultural norms that reinforce gender biases, and
strengthening gender equity initiatives. It is also
essential to support techno-activism efforts that
advocate for fair representation in Al.

Generative Al has the potential to shape societal
perceptions significantly. Therefore, its develop-
ment and implementation must prioritize inclusivi-
ty. Policymakers, technologists, educators, and ac-
tivists must collaborate to create frameworks that
ensure Al technologies reflect diverse and balanced
representations. This involves not only revising the
algorithms and datasets used in Al training but also
fostering a culture that values and promotes gen-
der diversity in the tech industry.
Moreover, addressing the gender biases inherent in
GAI is critical for achieving broader goals of gender
equality and empowerment. If left unchecked then
these biases can perpetuate and even exacerbate ex-
isting inequalities, hindering progress toward a more
just and equitable society. Therefore, it is imperative
to incorporate intersectional approaches that consid-
er how gender intersects with other dimensions of
power and oppression. By actively working to elimi-
nate gender bias in GAI and other technologies, we
can pave the way for a future where technology serves
as a tool for empowerment rather than a mechanism
of exclusion. This will not only benefit women but
also enrich the technological landscape by bringing
diverse perspectives and ideas to the forefront.Ulti-
mately, achieving gender parity in technology, espe-
cially in emerging fields like GAI, requires concerted
efforts from all sectors of society. By fostering an
environment that encourages and supports the par-
ticipation of all genders, we can ensure that the ad-
vancements in Al and other technologies are truly re-
flective of our diverse world and contribute to a more
inclusive and equitable future for everyone.
This inclusive vision of technological development
holds the promise of a future where all individuals,
regardless of gender, have the opportunity to con-
tribute to and benefit from the digital transformation
that is shaping our world. By addressing these issues
comprehensively, we can create a more equitable and
just society, where everyone has the opportunity to
thrive and succeed in the technological age. Prioritiz-
ing gender equity and justice as primary goals for Al
systems can create a downstream impact on design
and management decisions, fostering a technological
landscape that benefits all.
- The writer is Sr. Engineer Projects &
Operations Lahore, Pakistan.
Email: amina.a.ghafoor@gmail.com
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Briefs

Cahinet
okays
operation...

From Pack 01
Shehbaz took members of
the federal cabinet into con-
fidence over misunderstand-
ings and speculations about
the vision of Azm-e-Isteh-
kam. “Azm-e-Istehkam is a
collective multidimension-
al operation and national
vision of the entire state
system, which will be car-
ried out with the security
institutions’ cooperation,”
the prime minister said
during the federal cabinet
meeting in Islamabad. PM
Shehbaz said under this,
intelligence-based  opera-
tions would be intensified,
instead of launching a new
organised armed operation.
The PM said the perception
of launching of a new opera-
tion for which displacement
would be required was a
misunderstanding.“The
aim of the operation is to
uproot remnants of terror-
ists, crimes and terrorist
nexus,” he said adding that
the operation would also
target to root out violent ex-
tremism from the country.

Country
can’t afford
military...

From Pace 01
-arrests as human rights vio-
lations. “When justice is de-
layed, it is also injustice,” he
stated, demanding the PTI
chief’s immediate release.
Gohar said that the party
protested from Parliament
all the way to the ECP dur
ing today’s budget session.
“This isn’t just a walk of
180 parliamentarians, but
of 30 million voters,” Gohar
maintained. “Our protest
will continue until all our
members are freed,” he af-
firmed. “Any decision must
be brought to the house.
This country cannot afford
any operation for stability.
Stability requires rightful
representation in the as-
sembly,” he said declaring
the party’s firm stance
against the operation.

Kenya’s
parliament
burnt as...

From Pace 01
Kenya’s government had
no immediate comment,
and internet service in the
country noticeably slowed.
Ruto was outside Nairobi
attending an African Union
retreat. He had been ex-
pected to sign the finance
bill into law this week and
has two weeks to act. The
office of the Nairobi gover-
nor, a member of the ruling
party, was also briefly on
fire Tuesday, with smoke
pouring from its white fa-
cade. The office is located
near parliament. Police
water cannons were used
to extinguish the fire. Pro-
testers could be heard
shouting, “We’re coming for
every politician.”

Assange
released...

From Pace 01

the UK’s high-securi-
ty Belmarsh prison on
Monday and taken to the
airport, from where he
flew out of the country.
Assange will appear at a
court in Saipan, a US Pa-
cific territory, at 9am on
Wednesday (23:00 GMT
on Tuesday), where he
will be sentenced to 62
months of the time already
served. “Julian Assange is
free,” WikiLeaks said in a
statement on X.

Budget will
be for...

From Pace 01
Both the parties held sev-
eral rounds of talks during
which the PPP shared its
grievances with the Shehbaz
Sharif-led party. A day earli-
er, sources said the PML-N
accepted all demands of its
major ally. Bilawal, during
the NA session, said that a
politician would never sug-
gest taxing milk or station-
ary in a country with 40%
stunting rate and where 26
million children are out of
school, but this would be a
“babu’s” suggestion. The
politician said he hopes that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
and his team will be able to
get Pakistan out of trouble.
“The government has man-
aged to slightly decrease
the inflation,” he said.

Afghanistan create history to
qualify for T20 WC semi-final

Afghanistan beat Bangladesh by 8 runs (DLS method)
history to qualify for T20 World Cup 2024 semi-final

SporTs DESK

BARBADOS: Afghanistan beat
Bangladesh by 8 runs (DLS meth-
od) on Tuesday in the ongoing
T20 World Cup 2024 at the Arnos
Vale Ground, Kingstown, St Vin-
cent. The result meant that Af-
ghanistan qualified for the semi-fi-
nals of the event. Meanwhile,
Australia and Bangladesh are out
of the race for the final four.

The Rashid Khan-led unit have
qualified for the semifinals of a
World Cup for the first time in
their history. Chasing a target
of 116 runs, which was later re-
duced to 114 in 19 overs due to
rain, Bangladesh were bowled
out for 105 in 17.5 overs. Opener
Litton Das remained unbeaten on
54 runs in 49 balls but ran out of
partners at the other end as Af-
ghanistan registered an historic
win. Rashid and pacer Naveen-ul-
Haq led the way with the ball as
both claimed four wickets each.
The match was interrupted multi-
ple times due to rain in the second

innings leaving fans on the edge
of their seats.
ed with three teams, Australia,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh, still

The chase start-

in the running for a place in the
semi-finals. Bangladesh needed to
chase 115 in 12.4 overs to book
their spot, Australia required a

! 1 i

Bangladesh win after 12.4 overs
and Afghanistan needed just a
victory. The scenarios made the
match exciting but in the end it

was Afghanistan who got over
the line. Earlier, Afghanistan won
the toss and decided to bat first
against Bangladesh in a must-win
match in the Super 8 round.
Batting first, Afghanistan posted
115-5 in 20 overs after a clinical
bowling display by Bangladesh.
Rishad Hossain was the pick of
the bowlers with figures of 3-26 in
four overs. He took crucial wick-
ets of Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Ibra-
him Zadran and Gulbadin Naib.
Gurbaz was the top scorer for
Afghanistan with 43 runs in 55
balls with the help of three fours
and a six. Rashid Khan played a
brisk unbeaten cameo of 19 runs
in 10 balls, which was powered by
three sixes. Three teams, India,
England and South Africa, had
already qualified for the semi-fi-
nals of the ongoing event and the
fourth one was decided after the
match between Afghanistan and
Bangladesh. South Africa will
face Afghanistan, while England
will lock horns with India in the
semi-finals. Both matches will be
played on June 27.

Warner's int'l career
ends 1n low-key manner

LONDON: The curtain came down
on Australian opener David Warner's
15-year international career when Af-
ghanistan defeated Bangladesh in St
Vincent during the ongoing T20 World
Cup 2024. The win for Afghanistan
knocked out Australia from the tour-
nament at the Super 8 phase.

The result ensured a low-key farewell
for Warner, who didn’t know for sure
if the match against India will be his
final outing since Australia still had
an outside chance of qualifying for
the semis. Warner scored 3,277 runs
in 110 T20I innings with the help of
a hundred and 28 fifties at a strike-
rate of 142.47. Warner played his final
ODI in November's World Cup final
win over India and his last Test was
against Pakistan in January. He had
already indicated that this T20 World
Cup would be his last tournament.

In his final appearance, he made six
runs in as many balls, edging Arsh-

deep Singh to slip where Suryakumar
Yadav completed the catch. There
was no guard of honour or standing
ovation as Warner made his way
off the field. Pacer Josh Hazlewood
had stated that the timing of Warn-
er's send-off from his teammates
would rely on the result of Afghan-
istan's match against Bangladesh.
"Nothing's been said yet," Hazle-
wood said. "It might be said after
this [press conference] before the
[evening] game, but I think we'll
wait until after the game and then
we'll [acknowledge] the career
that's been. It's been unbelievable.
We'll definitely miss him around the
group, out in the field and off-field -
an amazing all-format career.”

On Warner's farewell, Hazlewood said:
"We've had a little taste of it. It's sort
of been a slow burn with Test cricket
and ODI cricket, and now T20. Life
without him, we've sort of gotten used

to it a little bit in New Zealand. It's al-
ways different when you lose a player
that's been there for so long. But we'll
move on and push forward."

Speaking before Australia's World Cup
exit, Warner’s opening partner Travis
Head said it would be a "disappoint-
ing" manner for Warner's career to
culminate. "We'll be disappointed if
it ended like that, where we have to
watch another game. A lot has been
said about what he's contributed to
Australian cricket at the top of the or-
der in all formats,” Head said.

"He goes down as our best multi-for-
mat player. He'll be missed at the top
of the order, but let's hope [tonight]
is not the end of it. We'll wait and see
but we'll give him a send-off tonight if
that is the case later on. It might be a
bit of a late one if the fixture finishes
the way it has. But a lot has been said
about how good Davey has been at the
top of the order." - Agencies

Babar returns home
after embarrassing

T20 WC exit

LAHORE :Sources indicate that Babar Azam is sched-
uled to meet with Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi in the coming days. The meeting
is expected to address the team’s performance in
the World Cup and discuss future strategies. The Pa-
kistan cricket team was eliminated in the first stage
of the T20 World Cup, a disappointing outcome that
has prompted widespread analysis and calls for change
within the team’s management and structure. Azam’s
return marks a crucial period for the PCB as they plan
the way forward for the national team.

Further updates on the meeting and subsequent decisions
are anticipated soon. A couple of days ago, PCB Chairman
Naqvi announced a series of pivotal decisions aimed at revi-
talizing the domestic cricket structure in the country.
These measures are expected to strengthen the do-
mestic cricket system, enhance coaching standards,
promote talent development, and bridge the gap be-
tween domestic and international cricket levels. Mo-
hsin Naqvi emphasized the need to strengthen the
domestic cricket system by revising contracts and
ensuring the organization of tournaments across all
three formats. This initiative aims to elevate the qual-
ity of competition and provide a robust platform for
players to showcase their skills. - DNA

Nacho Fernandez
leaves Real Madrid

after 23 years

LONDON: Nacho Fernandez has left Real Madrid
after 23 years as its most decorated player in his-
tory with a total of 26 titles to his name, confirmed
the club on Tuesday. Nacho most recently led Los
Blancos to their record-extending 36th La Liga and
15th Champions League title and the Spaniard now
wants to take on a new challenge.

The Spaniard is set to join Saudi Arabian side Al-Qad-
siah on a two-year deal and he will now be playing in
the same league as his former teammates Cristiano
Ronaldo and Karim Benzema. “Real Madrid C. F. an-
nounces that our captain Nacho has decided to end
his career as a Real Madrid player. Real Madrid wants
to express its gratitude and affection to Nacho, one
of the great legends of our club,” Madrid said in a
statetment. “All Real Madrid fans feel immense pride
for one of the most legendary academy products in
our history. Real Madrid’s president, Florentino
Pérez, states that “Since he arrived at our academy
as a child, Nacho has always been an example of over-
coming obstacles for everyone and takes with him the
affection, recognition, and admiration of all Madridis-
mo. Real Madrid is and will always be his home.”
Nacho became a part of Real Madrid in 2001 at the
age of 10. He is one of the very few players who played
all categories of the club’s academy before finally
making his first team debut in 2012. During his time
with the Whites, Nacho played 364 matches and won
26 trophies, which is the most by any player in histo-
ry. His trophies include 6 Champions Leagues, 5 Club
World Cups, 4 UEFA Super Cups, 4 La Liga titles, 2
Copa del Rey titles, and 5 Spanish Super Cups. With
Nacho gone, Madrid will certainly increase their
speed in signing another centre-back, which most
probably will be France’s Leny Yoro. -Agencies

LONDON: Emma Radu-
canu brushed aside Sloane
Stephens 6-4, 6-0 to ad-
vance to the second round
of the Eastbourne Interna-
tional on Tuesday in a battle
of former US Open champi-
ons. Britain’s Raducanu re-
covered from being broken
twice in the first set before
demolishing her opponent
in the second set to set
up a second-round match
against world number five
Jessica Pegula.

in the world after an inju-
ry-plagued 2023 season.
The 21-year-old missed the
French Open but returned
to competition at the Not-
tingham Open grass-court
tournament earlier this
month, where she reached
the semifinals. “I think for
me it was the case of adapt-
ing to the court,” said Rad-
ucanu, who has been given
a wild card for Wimbledon,
which starts on July 1.
“I’ve never played in East-

Emma Raducanu eases past
Stephens on Eastbourne grass
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MEN'S T20

WORLD CUP

Thursday June 27

Semi-Final 1
South Airica Vs
Aighanistan,

Brian Lara Cricket
Academy (05:30 pm)

Semi-Final 2
India vs England,

Providence
Stadium (07:30pm)

bit differently. In the be-
ginning, I was trying to fig-
ure out what was the best
way for me to play and use
my game.” Stephens, who
won the US Open in 2017,
broke first for a 3-2 lead
but failed to hold serve for
the rest of the match.

Raducanu, after saving two
break points to hold for
5-4, broke the American
for a third time to seal the
first set and then sprinted
to the finish line, complet-

Elize Mertens beat Yuriko
Miyazaki 6-1, 6-2 while
Ashlyn Krueger overcame
Viktorija Golubic 6-1, 6-7
(7/9), 7-5. In the men’s
tournament, Britain’s
Cameron Norrie continued
his woeful run of form, los-
ing his first-round match
against Finland’s Emil
Ruusuvuori 7-6 (11/9), 6-3.
Brazilian Thiago Seyboth
Wild also advanced with a
6-4, 6-4 win against Austral-
ia’s James McCabe to set

Raducanu, who won the
US Open as a qualifier in
2021, has slipped to 168th

bourne, I’ve never played
on this center court and
every court plays a little

ing victory in 76 minutes.
Also in firstround action
on England’s south coast,

up a second-round show-
down with top seed Taylor
Fritz. - Agencies

Asian Jr Individual Squash
Championship begins

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Squash Fed-
eration (PSF) is set to host the 31st
Asian Junior Individual Squash Cham-
pionship from June 25 to 29, here at
the Mushaf Squash Complex.

In a press conference here at a
local hotel on Monday, Pakistan
Squash Federation (PSF) General
Secretary Air Commodore (R) Amir
Nawaz along with Former World

Champion Qamar Zaman and Group
Captain Irfan Asghar announced
that the Asian Junior Boys and Girls
Individual Squash Championship
2024 will be held in collaboration
with the Asian Squash Federation.

The championship will feature 12
countries, including Hong Kong,
India, Iran, Japan, Korea, Macau,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines,

Qatar, Singapore, and Sri Lanka,
with a total of 107 men players, 84
women players, 36 officials, and
44 parents participating.

Players will compete in the U-19,
U-17, U-15, and U-13 events of the
Asian Junior Individual Squash
Championship. The PSF considers
it an honor to host this historic
event, aiming to provide a condu-
cive environment for both domestic
and international players. Pakistan
has entered 24 men and 19 women
players in various age groups, who
have undergone rigorous training to
excel in the championship. - DNA

Spain beat Albania 1-0 and complete perfect group stage

Barcelona winger Torres finished off a fine move in the 13th minute in Duesseldorf to
puncture the atmosphere in a stadium filled with a majority of noisy Albanian fans

OUur CORRESPONDENTS

DUSSELDORF: An early Ferran Torres
strike gave Spain’s second-string side a 1-0
win over Albania on Monday as the three-
time champions finished the Euro 2024
group stage with a perfect record and the
defeat eliminated their opponents.
Barcelona winger Torres finished off a fine
move in the 13th minute in Duesseldorf
to puncture the atmosphere in a stadium
filled with a majority of noisy Albanian fans.
However, this game was not a cruise for a
Spain team showing 10 changes to the side
which started their 1-0 win over Italy four
days earlier. Spain had already secured top
spot in Group B, but Albania knew they re-
alistically needed a win to go through and
that made for a frantic encounter at times,
particularly as they pushed forward in the
second half. Despite their best efforts, Al-
bania go home after picking up only one
point and finishing bottom of a difficult sec-
tion. It is a regression for them from their
debut European Championship appearance
in 2016, when they also went out in the first
round but did manage to win a game.

Italy advances at Euro
after draw with Croatia

LEIPZIG : Italy substitute Mattia Zaccagni scored in the last minute of stoppage
time for Italy to advance to the knockout stage of the European Championship
after drawing Croatia 1-1 on Monday. Luka Modric’s second-half strike looked like
sending Croatia through as the Group B runner-up, but Zaccagni swept a brilliant
shot inside the far post in the eighth minute of added time to cap a furious finale
from the defending champions. Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic was unhappy so much
time was added after a battling performance from his side. “You can’t have eight
minutes of added time after that game, it’s nonsense,” Dalic said. “There weren’t
so many breaks in play, or so many fouls to justify that. I don’t want to cause a
fuss but I think Croatia needs to be acknowledged and respected. We played for
almost three hours.” Italy needed a point to progress, while Croatia realistically
needed a win to stay in the tournament. The Croatians have two points from their
three games and were at the mercy of other results to see if it’s enough to scrape
through as one of the best third-place finishers. Italy will face Switzerland in the
round of 16 on Saturday in Berlin’s Olympiastadion, where the final is on July
14. “We were a bit soft at times in the game, we didn’t produce our best football,”
Italy coach Luciano Spalletti said. “When you can afford to draw the game, that’s
how it goes, you know a draw is enough, you are a bit more timid.” But Spalletti
bristled at a question asking if he was concerned about his team trailing going
into stoppage time. “Worries and concerns are part and parcel of this job,” the
Italy coach said. “We did what we needed to do.” — Agencies

Beating a Spain side who have probably
been the most impressive so far in Germany
was always going to be a big ask for Alba-
nia, coached by former Barcelona left-back
Sylvinho. It is the first time since 2008 that
Spain have won all three group games at

either a World Cup or European Champion-

ship. Coach Luis de la Fuente can now turn
his full attentions to a last-16 tie in Cologne
on Sunday against an as-yet unknown third-
place finisher. Center-half Aymeric Laporte
was the only Spain player to keep his place
following the Italy game, with key midfielder
Rodri suspended and everyone else given a
breather. Goalkeeper David Raya, defender
Dani Vivian, left-back Alejandro Grimaldo
and midfielder Martin Zubimendi, all largely
untested at international level, came in.
There was also a start for Jesus Navas, who
was part of the Spain teams that won the
2010 World Cup and Euro 2012, and who
is now 38. Even Laporte was removed at
half-time, replaced by Robin Le Normand,
while Lamine Yamal and Alvaro Morata
also appeared in the second half. Albania,
ranked 66th in the world, knew it would
be a big ask to beat Spain having lost all of
their eight previous meetings.

FroMm Pace 01

noting that the the reserved
seats can only be allotted on
the principle of proportional
representation and not con-
trary to that. Meanwhile,
Justice Minallah said women
and minorities must get rep-
resentation in parliament. He
said that the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) were affected earlier
but the SC did not come for-
ward to help. “The same is
happening as it did in 2018.
One party is the victim,” said
Justice Minallah, adding that
the court did not learn from
its history. The judge add-
ed that there would surely
come a time in the future
when the Supreme Court
will regret its decision
again. The hearing of the
case has been adjourned till
11.30am on Thursday.

Court
reserves...

From Pace 01
Bushra within 10 days. The
court had also given one
month’s time for the deci-
sion on the petition filed
by the couple against their
conviction. The IHC’s or-
ders came after the couple
had filed multiple petitions
with the ex-premier seeking
the announcement of the
district and sessions court’s
reserved verdict and had
further requested the high
court to hear the appeals in
the said case. Meanwhile,
Bushra had sought a de-
cision on her plea filed in
the sessions court seeking
sentence suspension. The
verdict reserved today will
be announced on June 27
(Thursday) at 3pm.

Budget
aimed at...

From Pace 01

on the budget 2024-25 in
the National Assembly
on Tuesday, he said that,
following the prime min-
ister’s directives, the em-
phasis on simplicity and
austerity would continue
into the next fiscal year.
The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
led coalition government
is striving to meet the
prerequisites for an addi-
tional — longer and larger
— International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme,
by setting a high tax reve-
nue target taking a shot at
lowering the fiscal deficit
from 7.4% to 5.9%. It is
believed that streamlining
the tax collection process-
es and broadening the tax
base would help achieve
these fiscal targets.

PMD
forecast...

From Pace 01

Arabian sea and Bay of Ben-
gal are likely to penetrate
eastern parts of the coun-
try from June 26 and a low
pressure was also lying over
south of Indian Gujrat. Rain
wind/thundershower  with
isolated heavyfall/hailstorm
is expected in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Murree, Galli-
yat, Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum
and Mianwali from June 27 to
July 01 with occasional gaps.
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Briefs

ANKARA: Death toll from
heavy rains and floods in
China has climbed at least
60, state media reported
on Tuesday. Several parts
in the country’s south have
been hit by heavy rain since
last week, triggering floods
and landsildes. Another five
people were declared dead in
Hunan province after a body
was found by the rescuers.
The National Meteorological
Center issued a red alert, the
highest level, for rainstorms
in eight provinces and munic-
ipalities including Anhui and
Hunan provinces for the next
three days. Around 47 people
were killed in the southern
Guangdong province last
week, while at least eight
people went missing after a
landslide hit Douxi village in
the Xinhuang Dong autono-
mous county of Huaihu avil
lage in Hunan. Authorities on
Saturday said they found six
people dead who went miss-
ing in landslides in the south-
eastern province of Fujian.
Heavy rains have struck south-
ern China since the annual
flooding season got an early
start, destroying thousands of
lowlying houses and damag-
ing roads and crops.—APP

Bird flu
spreads to
tenth
Australian
poultry farm

CANBERRA: A highly path-
ogenic strain of avian in-
fluenza has spread to an
eighth poultry farm near
Melbourne, the govern-
ment of Australia’s Victo-
ria state said on Tuesday,
taking the total number
of infected facilities in the
country to 10. Australia is
dealing with three parallel
outbreaks of bird flu, two
near Melbourne and one
near Sydney. Each involves
a different strain of the vi-
rus, none of which is the
H5N1 type that has spread
through bird and mammal
populations and even to hu-
mans around the world. Vic-
torian authorities said the
new infection was within a
quarantine zone already set
up around affected farms
and was therefore not unex-
pected. The flu has mostly
hit egg farms. Around 1.5
million birds have been or
will be killed to control the
spread of the virus. There is
so far no shortage of eggs
in stores. Bird flu spreads
to farmed animals from wild
birds. The 2024 infections
are the tenth outbreak in
Australia since 1976. Each
was contained and eradicat-
ed, according to the govern-
ment.—APP

Greece tries
to rein 1n
beach chaos

PEFKOCHORI: The waves
of the Aegean Sea lap gen-
tly at the tables and chairs
of two beach restaurants on
Greece’s Halkidiki peninsula.
It is an idyllic scene, but one
that is totally illegal. Like
many others in Greece, the
two establishments on Pe-
fkochori beach do not have
a licence to set up shop so
close to the water. But after
a wave of protests last sum-
mer by locals about bars and
restaurants illegally cover-
ing beaches with sunbeds
and tables, the Greek state
is taking action. It is crack-
ing down on rogue tourist
practices with surveillance
drones, satellite image-
ry and a special app on
which people can complain.
Pensioner Evgenia Rapti,
who has a summer home
near Pefkochori beach, is
one of many outraged by
the inexorable growth of
Greece’s tourism indus-
try. The whole beach has
been taken over” with
tables, chairs and deck-
chairs, the 64-year-old
pensioner told AFP in the
northern resort. “When
we bought our house 40
years ago, it was complete-
ly different,” she recalled
wistfully. “The beach was
empty and it was nice to
lie there.” Greece’s trav-
el sector has rebounded
with a vengeance from
the Covid pandemic - but
the downside is overtour-
ism. Last year, nearly 33
million people visited
Greece, five million more
than in 2022. Renting two
mattresses and a parasol
for a day on the beach in
Greece usually costs be-
tween 20 and 40 euros
($21-43). —Agencies

Macron under fire over
France ‘Civil War’ warning

Parties on far right and left alike are exploiting insecurity issues in France, according to president

NEews DEsk

PARIS: French President Em-
manuel Macron came under
strong criticism on Tuesday for
warning a farright or hard-left
win in snap polls could spark a
“civil war”, with his opponents
urging him not to scare the pub-
lic. France is preparing to vote
on Sunday in the country’s most
polarising ballot in decades. Ma-
cron called the parliamentary
polls after the far-right National
Rally scored a runaway victory
in European Parliament elec-
tions earlier this month. The

election is shaping up as a show-
down between the far-right RN
and the left-wing New Popular
Front, which is dominated by
the hard-left France Unbowed.
Macron warned on Monday
that the programmes of the two
“extremes” could spark a “civil
war”, accusing both the RN and
France Unbowed of sowing ten-
sions and dividing people. Lead-
ers of both left and right con-
demned his remarks. Eric Ciotti,
the leader of the conservative
Republicans (LR), who sparked
outrage among allies by person-
naly agreeing an election pact
with the RN, accused the French

president of being irresponsible.
“This is a strategy of fear,” he
said, speaking on BFMTV-RMC.

RN heavyweight Marine Le Pen
said Macron’s argument was
“weak” and showed “he thinks
he’s lost this election”. Patrick
Kanner, head of the Socialists
in the Senate, said Macron’s
remarks showed he was fighting
for his political survival. “We
are faced with someone who
no longer controls anything,”
he said. Jean-Luc Melenchon,
the head of France Unbowed,
also criticised Macron, saying
on Monday night: “He’s always
there to set things on fire.”
The three main camps - left,
far-right and centre - are set
for a key TV debate on Tues-

day evening. It will pit Prime
Minister Gabriel Attal of Ma-
cron’s centrist Renaissance
party against far-right RN par-
ty leader Bardella and Manuel
Bompard of the left-wing New
Popular Front. Some polls have
suggested the RN could win 35-
36 percent in the first-round
vote on Sunday, ahead of the
left-wing alliance on 27-29.5
percent and Macron’s centrists
coming third on 19.5-22 per-
cent. A second round of voting
will follow on July 7 in constitu-
encies where no candidate takes
more than 50 percent in the first
round.

UNRWA funding secured
until August : Lazzarini

UN agency for Palestinian refugees has still faces shortfall of about
$100-140M to reach end of year, says Lazzarini

WEB DESK

GENEVA: The head of the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees (UNRWA) on Tues-
day underlined the funding
gap, saying that the agency
has a budget until the end
of August. Philippe Lazza-
rini told a press conference
in Geneva that he is refer-
ring to the regular budget,
which is the “backbone” of
the organization that covers
30,000 staff. “We have the
cash until the end of August,
and basically, we still have a
shortfall of about $100-140
million to reach the end of
the year,” Lazzarini said.
Regarding the funding of
emergency appeals, he said
that the appeal on the occu-

pied Palestinian territory is
funded by 15-18%, while the
appeal on Syria is about 15%
funded. “These two appeals
are significantly underfund-
ed, which prevents us, for
example, from doing cash
distribution or food distribu-
tion in Syria and Lebanon
and in Gaza,” he said. About
the recent appeal of $1.2
billion, he said that it is 15%
funded and added: “We are
far from the needs we were
expecting to cover.” The
UNRWA chief eyed the next
donors’ event in New York
on July 12 as a chance to re-
ceive new contributions. The
agency is proportionally less
funded in its regular budget
than this time last year, he
noted. Meanwhile, Pro-Pal-
estinian activists on Tuesday

staged a protest at the Port
of Genoa, northern Italy in
protest of arms shipments
to Israel. Protesters, includ-
ing civil society groups and
dockers union, blockaded
the port early Tuesday in
solidarity with Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip. Over 500
protesters prevented the
passage of trucks carrying
containers to be loaded
on ships, the Italian state
news agency ANSA report-
ed. The crowd criticized
the arms supply to Israel
and opined that the Port of
Genoa is a transit point for
weapons, used in the “mas-
sacre” of the Palestinians.
A group, named “giovani-
palestinesi” (Young Pales-
tinians) wrote on Instagram
that containers arriving at

the Port were blocked at 6
a.m. local time (0400GMT)
Tuesday morning. It added:
“We know very well that
the war machine starts
from the logistics that send
weapons, ammunition and
technology that caused the
genocide of our people.”
Israel has killed more than
37,600 Palestinians since
the Oct. 7, 2023 cross-bor-
der incursion by Hamas
that claimed 1,200 lives.
The onslaught has reduced
the territory to rubble and
led to conditions of famine.
Israel, flouting a UN Securi-
ty Council resolution demand-
ing an immediate ceasefire, has
faced international condemnation
amid its continued brutal offen-
sive on Gaza since an Oct. 7
attack last year by Hamas.

Indonesia lauds
digital solutions in
Hajj management

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s Religious Affairs Minister Yaqut
Cholil Qoumas has praised Saudi Arabia for its new
Hajj-management digital solutions, as the country’s pil-
grims begin to return home after completing the spiritual
journey. A total of 241,000 Indonesian pilgrims were
among nearly 2 million Muslims who traveled to Makkah
to perform the pilgrimage that is one of the five pillars of
Islam. Pilgrims from the world’s biggest Muslim-majority
nation reached the Kingdom on special flights that began
one month ahead of the main rituals. Some returned home
over the weekend, with flights scheduled until next month.
“Thank you to King Salman and Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman for their strong leadership as the highest offi-
cials in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that made all Hajj-re-
lated journeys go smoothly,” Qoumas said in a statement is-
sued on Monday. “The Indonesian government would also
like to express our highest appreciation for the innovations
launched by the Hajj and Umrah Ministry under Minister
Tawfiq Al-Rabiah, such as the Smart Card or Nusuk Card.”
The Nusuk card, launched earlier this year, is a form of
identity that allows pilgrims entry to the holy sites in Saudi
Arabia. This year, about 128,000 Indonesian pilgrims trav-
eled under the Makkah Route initiative after Saudi Arabia
expanded the facility to three airports across the country:
Jakarta, Surabaya and Solo. Launched in 2019, Makkah
Route is a pre-travel program created to help pilgrims meet
all visa, customs and health requirements at their airports
of origin. This saves them long hours of waiting before and
upon arrival in Saudi Arabia.—APP

NATO must
address Turkey’s |
anti-terrorism
efforts :Fidan

ANKARA : NATO needs to be sensitive to Tiirkiye’s con-
cerns about the fight against terrorism, Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan said Monday. “What is important
for us is, firstly, that the Alliance develops sensitivity in
the fight against terrorism in a way that will understand
and include Tiirkiye’s concerns,” Fidan told the Haber-
turk news channel. His remarks came ahead of a NATO
summit in Washington, D.C. on July 9-11. Stressing that
NATO member countries should not impose restrictions
on each other’s defense industry products, Fidan said:
“Our expectations on this issue continue like this. There
are still some problem areas. They need to be resolved.”
Regarding the “trust problem” between Tiirkiye and
NATO allies over the PKK/YPG terrorist organization, he
said: “The countries we have problems with regarding the
YPG are America, England and a little bit with France...In
order to maintain its (YPG) presence there, it is present in
all operations where America is involved...We express this
problem at every level.” Underlining that this is against the
spirit of the Alliance, Fidan said that Tiirkiye is continuing
the highest level of diplomacy possible and that “it can no
longer live with such a reality.” “We carry more sensitivity in
our fight against the PKK than you (the US and the UK) do
in your fight against terrorism, just on the other side of our
border. It is out of the question for us to engage in any ne-
gotiations here,” he said, adding Tiirkiye will resolutely con-
tinue its fight against terrorism. In its nearly 40-year terror
campaign against Tirkiye, the PKK-listed as a terrorist or-
ganization by Tiirkiye, the US and the European Union-has
been responsible for the deaths of over 40,000 people, in-
cluding women, children and infants.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD : Pakistan and Asian Development Bank have signed a US$ 250 million loan to
strengthen Public-Private Partnerships. This initiative aims to enhance infrastructure

development and foster sustainable economic growth. —DNA

High Commissioner,Dr. Mohammad Faisal also said that IDEAS would pave way for fostering
and promoting Pakistan’s strategic relations with UK

LONDON Pakistan’s  High
Commissioner to the UK, Dr.
Mohammad Faisal has said that
International Defence Exhibition
& Seminar (IDEAS), Pakistan is
a mega event that has emerged
as the international rendezvous of
top entrepreneurs to promote de-
fence collaboration, joint ventures,
global peace & prosperity. He was
speaking at a webinar titled “Doing
Defence & Security Business with
Pakistan in perspective of establish-
ing UK Pavilion at IDEAS-2024” or-
ganized by Defence Wing of the Pa-
kistan High Commission, London
and ADS Group, Defence & Se-
curity Exports at the Department
for Business and Trade, UK. The
webinar was attended by senior
officials from Pakistan High Com-
mission, London; Defence Export
Promotion Organization (DEPO),
Government of Pakistan; Depart-
ment for Business and Trade of
UK; British High Commission, Is-
lamabad; IDEAS management and
entrepreneurs. The High Commis-
sioner said that IDEAS, scheduled
to take place in November, 2024 at
Karachi, is indeed a testimony to
our pledge to encourage technolog-
ical growth. He expressed the hope
that IDEAS would pave way for
fostering and promoting Pakistan’s
strategic relations with UK.

Major General Asad Nawaz Khan,
Director General of Defence Export

Promotion Organization (DEPO),
Government of Pakistan stated that
Pakistan has successfully estab-
lished strategic partnerships with
various countries. He added that
IDEAS truly demonstrated a suc-
cessful publicprivate partnership
model. Its participation and interna-
tional attendance was indeed a man-

ifestation of our deeply embedded
and mutually beneficial relations
with international fraternity. Com-
modore Zeeshan Nabi Shiekh, De-
fence & Naval Adviser and Shafiq
Ahmed Shehzad Minister (Trade)
of Pakistan High Commission,
London provided an overview of
Pakistan — UK trade potential and

opportunities for future collabora-
tion in defence sector. During
the webinar, discussions were
held on promoting awareness
of the potential commercial op-
portunities for UK firms to do
business in Pakistan. It was as-
sured that Pakistan High Com-
mission, London would provide

full facilitation to entrepreneurs
& companies from UK intending
to participate in IDEAS 2024.
Since its inception in 2000, IDE-
AS Pakistan has grown exponen-
tially over the years, with 532
exhibitors, 350 delegates from
57 countries participating in
the 2022 exhibition.—APP

WHO says
mpoX cases
onrise in
Africa

GENEVA The World
Health Organization (WHO)
on Tuesday said mpox cas-
es are on the rise in Africa,
urging for intensified inves-
tigations to identify root
causes. “Today, mpox re-
mains a public health threat
as the situation continues
to evolve,” Rosamund Lew-
is, WHO technical lead for
the infectious disease, told
a UN press briefing in Ge-
neva. Lewis said over 3,100
laboratory-confirmed cases
have been reported global-
ly since the start of 2024,
while in May alone about
600 confirmed cases were
reported to the WHO from
26 countries. “In addition,
cases are on the rise in Afri-
ca,” she warned, adding that
Africa is now the leading
region for confirmed cas-
es, replacing the Americas.
Since April, South Africa
has reported 13 confirmed
cases of mpox due to clade
IIb virus - a mpox variant
- and two deaths, she said.
At the same time, she said,
the Democratic Republic
of the Congo continues to
face a major outbreak of
mpox due to clade I of the
virus, with 9,291 clinically
compatible cases and 419
deaths amongst these re-
ported in 2024 alone, with
a high case fatality ratio of
almost 5%. According to the
technical lead, children are
particularly affected in this
outbreak with “even higher
death rates.—APP

China lunar
probe to
return to

Earth

BEIJING: A Chinese probe
carrying samples from the
far side of the Moon will
return to Earth on Tues-
day, capping a technically
complex 53-day mission
heralded as a world first.
Beijing’s space agency said
the Chang’e-6 spacecraft
“will come back to Earth
carrying precious ‘gifts’ on
June 25”, without giving an
estimated arrival time. Ex-
perts say it will likely touch
down on a barren prai-
rie in the northern Inner
Mongolia region at around
midday (0400 GMT). The
probe comes bearing soil
and rocks from the side of
the Moon that faces away
from Earth, a poorly under-
stood region that scientists
say holds great research
promise because its rugged
features are less smoothed
over by ancient lava flows
than the near side. That
means the materials har-
vested there may help us to
better understand how the
Moon formed and how it
has evolved over time.
Chang’e-6 blasted off from
a space centre on the is-
land province of Hainan on
May 3 and descended into
the Moon’s immense South
Pole-Aitken Basin almost
exactly a month later.

It used a drill and robotic
arm to scoop up samples,
snapped some shots of the
pockmarked surface and
planted a Chinese flag made
from basalt in the grey soil.
On June 4, the probe made
the first ever successful
launch from the far side in
what Chinese state news
agency Xinhua called “an
unprecedented feat in hu-
man lunar exploration his-
tory”.—APP

Tokyo stocks
open higher

TOKYO Tokyo shares
opened higher on Tuesday
after Wall Street finished
mixed, with the Dow ris-
ing and Nasdaq dragged
down as Nvidia fell by more
than The benchmark Nik-
kei 225 index was up 0.08
percent, or 29.74 points,
at 38,834.39 in early trade,
while the broader Topix in-
dex added 0.56 percent, or
15.22 points, to 2,755.41.
The dollar fetched 159.64
yen, against 159.63 yen in
New York on Monday.
Overnight, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average fin-
ished up 0.7 percent at
39,411.21. The Dow fin-
ished higher after “eco-
nomically sensitive stocks
were bought”, Daiwa Secu-
rities said. The rise in the
Dow “supported investor
sentiment and led to buy-
ing in the Tokyo market,”
the Nikkei business news-
paper said. But investors
in Tokyo were also “divid-
ed”, Daiwa Securities said.
On Wall Street, tech-heavy
Nasdaq tumbled after Al
star Nvidia fell 6.7 per-
cent in the stock’s third
straight down day. Nvidia

has risen spectacularly
over the last year to attain
a market capitalization

above $3 trillion. —APP
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THE HAGUE: The Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC)
has issued an arrest warrant
for Russia’s former defence
minister, Sergei Shoigu, and
the chief of general staff,
Valery Gerasimov. The ICC
judges said the two men
were suspected of commit-
ting war crimes and crimes
against humanity during the
war in Ukraine. The court
said there were grounds to
believe that MrShoigu and
MrGerasimov bore individ-
ual criminal responsibility
for attacks on civilian tar-
gets between October 2022
and March 2023. They're
accused of ordering the as-
saults or failing to control the
forces under their command.
Ukraine’s President Volody-
myrZelensky said the ICC’s
decision was “a clear indica-
tion that justice for Russian
crimes against Ukrainians
is inevitable.” “Every crim-
inal involved in the plan-
ning and execution of these
strikes must know that jus-
tice will be served. And we
do hope to see them behind
bars.” - Agencies

Pak calls for
strengthening
of sub-regional

dialogue

DNA

TEHRAN: Additional For-
eign Secretary (Asia &
Pacific) Ambassador Imran
Ahmed Siddiqui represent-
ed Pakistan at the 19th
Meeting of the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of the Mem-
ber States of ACD, held in
Tehran on 24 June 2024.
He underlined the impor-
tance of promoting regional
connectivity by leveraging
complementarities, tapping
the potential of technologi-
cal zones, capacity building
of human resource, enhanc-
ing access to financing, and
providing a conducive en-
vironment for high-quality
technology investments.
Ambassador Siddiqui also
called for strengthening of
sub-regional dialogue and
cooperation mechanisms in
Asia to address the issues
of foreign occupation and
persecution in the Middle
East and South Asia.

Karachi
witnesses
surge in
heatstroke
patients

NazIr SiyAL

KARACHI: The number of
heatstroke patients has wit-
nessed a steep rise in a few
days as Karachi remained un-
der the grip of extremely hot
and humid weather with the
mercury touching 42°C while
“feels-like” exceeding 50°C a
day earlier in the port city.
During the last two days,
150 heatstroke patients
have been brought to Kara-
chi’s Civil Hospital, includ-
ing 40 citizens affected by
intense heat remained ad-
mitted to the medical facil-
ity since Tuesday morning.

De-escalation eludes as Israel,
Hezbollah gird for all-out war

Recent footage released by Hezbollah, showing aerial views of
Israeli military installations captured by a Hudhud (hoopoe)
drone, underscores the group's formidable capabilities

News DESK

BEIRUT: Efforts by American diplomats
to broker a ceasefire between Israel and
Hezbollah in southern Lebanon have hit
a dead end, leaving the region perched
on the edge of a full-blown war. Since
the eruption of hostilities on Oct. 8 last
year, both sides have intensified their de-
fense preparations, with leaks and official
statements signaling that the Israeli mili-
tary has authorized operational plans for
strikes within Lebanese territory.
Meanwhile, reports carried by Hezbol-
lah-aligned media outlets indicate that the
powerful Shiite group has prepared exten-
sively for a potential Israeli offensive, plan-
ning to counter various military scenarios
and thwart attacks on Lebanese soil.
Lebanon, already weighed down by deep
political divisions and a crumbling econo-
my, now faces the specter of a devastating
conflict that could tear apart its fragile
unity. As diplomatic solutions falter, the
prospect of war looms larger, raising grave
concerns among Lebanese citizens and the
international community alike.

Recent footage released by Hezbollah,
showing aerial views of Israeli military in-
stallations captured by a Hudhud (hoopoe)
drone, underscores the group’s formidable
capabilities. However, images of Gaza, dev-
astated by repeated Hamas-Israel conflicts,
serve as a stark warning of the potential hu-
man and economic toll of renewed warfare.
Since Oct. 8, the Lebanon-Israel border has
witnessed almost daily exchanges of fire be-
tween Hezbollah and allied Palestinian mil-

Israeli air strike kills 10
family members of Hamas
chief Haniyeh in Gaza

ForeigN DEsk

DOHA: Hamas says US President Joe
Biden’s administration is responsi-
ble for the genocidal campaign in
the Gaza Strip. The Palestinian re-
sistance movement said Washington
continues to lend political and mil-
itary support to Israel to carry out
further destruction and carnage in
the besieged territory. In a statement
released on Tuesday, the Gaza-based
resistance movement also lamented
the death of family members of Ismail
Haniyeh, the head of the Hamas po-
litical bureau, including his sister, in
an Israeli airstrike on their home in
western Gaza City. “We in the Hamas
movement hold the Biden administra-
tion accountable for the unrelenting
genocide war against our Palestinian
brethren and sisters in the Gaza Strip,

Hamas slams Joe Biden
admin for Gaza genocide

as it continues to offer the Zionist re-
gime and its criminal army uncondi-
tional political and military support
to press ahead with its destruction
and genocide in the Strip,” the state-
ment read. “In light of the continua-
tion and escalation of these horrific
massacres, we call on Arab and Mus-
lim nations as well as freedom-loving
people of the world to step up their
actions, and push for an end to the
aggression.” Hamas urged the inter-
national community and the United
Nations to assume responsibility for
the crimes of Israel in Gaza, protect
innocent civilians, and hold the lead-
ers of the terrorist Zionist regime ac-
countable for their crimes. One of the
sisters of Haniyeh was killed in Gaza
City’s Shati refugee camp on Tuesday
morning. Palestinian sources say an
airstrike on a building belonging to
Haniyeh’s extended family claimed
the lives of 13 people. Earlier in April,
Israel had targeted and Kkilled three
of Haniyeh’s sons, along with four
grandchildren — three girls and a boy.

itant groups and Israel’s military that have
left more than 400 people dead in Lebanon.
Most of the fatalities were fighters and com-
manders, but they also included more than
80 civilians and non-combatants. On the Is-

raeli side, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have
been killed over the past eight months.

Against this tense backdrop, Hezbollah’s
actions affect not only Lebanon but also
regional stability, hence its ability to avert

or deal with a direct military confrontation
with Israel will be crucial in the days ahead.
Last week Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasral-
lah warned Cyprus against allowing Israel’s
military to use its airports on the island
to bomb Lebanon should a full-blown war
break out. This created a diplomatic crisis
of sorts as Cyprus and Lebanon have had
close and historic relations for decades,
with the island hosting thousands of Leb-
anese during Lebanon’s 1975-90 civil war.
Adding to the sense of impending doom
are growing signs of international alarm.
Several embassies and diplomatic missions
in Lebanon have issued advisories urging
their citizens to leave immediately, citing
escalating tensions and the risk of broader
conflict. Kuwait’s recent decision to advise
against travel to Lebanon reflects a wider
trend of concern among foreign govern-
ments. Lebanon’s internal turmoil accentu-
ates its vulnerability. The country has been
without a president for nearly two years,
relying on a caretaker government unable
to make critical decisions amid rampant
corruption and economic collapse.

More than half of Lebanon’s population
now depends on aid for survival, while the
remainder struggles to secure basic neces-
sities such as education, fuel and electricity.
The gravity of Lebanon’s predicament was
underscored by recent developments at
Beirut’s Rafik Hariri International Airport.
Reports in the UK’s Telegraph newspaper
suggested that Hezbollah was using the air-
port to smuggle large quantities of Iranian
weaponry, including short-range missiles
— a claim that could potentially make the
facility a target for Israeli airstrikes.

- ISLAMABAD: Canadian High Commissioner Scanlon Leslie meets Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Federal Minister for Interior & Anti-Narcotics. — DNA

Gilani for enhancing
cooperation between
Pakistan, Australia
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3 also emphasized Pakistan’s proactive role in combating
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani on Tuesday stressed for increased exchange of
parliamentary delegation to enhance the inter-parlia-
mentary cooperation between Pakistan and Australia.
During meeting with High Commissioner of Australia to
Pakistan, Neil Hakins who called him here, Gilani said
that Pakistan accorded high value to its relations with
Australia and wanted to further strengthen the ties be-
tween the two countries. He also highlighted Pakistan’s
significant sacrifices in the war against terror and its
humanitarian efforts, including the support extended
to hundred thousands of Afghan refugees. Yousaf Raza

+ | climate change, underscoring the country’s ongoing ini-

. S tiatives and achievements in this critical area. The High

IHC justice rules phone
tapping without law ‘illegal’

The judge remarked, "If you have made a law, everyone should know.
People should know how their privacy is being invaded. Courts here
do not know what you are doing. This is not about national security

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court observed during
the hearing of the Audio Leaks case on Tuesday that there
is no law regarding phone tapping in the country and what
is currently taking place is illegal. The observation came as
Justice Babar Sattar of the IHC resumed hearing on petitions
challenging the alleged audio leaks involving former prime
minister Imran Khan's spouse Bushra Bibi, and NajamSaqib,
the son of retired chief justice of Pakistan SaqibNisar. During
the proceedings, Additional Attorney General Munawar Igbal
Duggal informed the court that the Interior Ministry had
issued a certain SOP [standard operating procedure] man-
dating the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and Intelligence
Bureau (IB) to directly collect data from service providers.
He added that other law enforcement agencies could take data

from the ISI and IB if required. Justice Sattar noticed that the
SOP in question had been issued by a section officer and there
was no mention of the relevant authority. He questioned how
the Interior Ministry came to have this authority and under
which law this SOP was issued. He further questioned under
what law the government decided it could access the data. The
judge then questioned the lawyer about phone tapping, adding
that the legal standing of the document provided was yet to
be examined. In his response, the state lawyer, while refer-
ring to the missing persons’ case, stated that the Sindh High
Court had issued orders for providing data to secret agencies.
At this, the judge inquired whether the Sindh High Court’s
direction was limited to that case or was permanent. When
the judge asked the additional attorney general if he read
the policy made [in this regard] in 2013 and whether data
was collected as per the mechanism of this policy, the addi-
tional attorney general replied in the affirmative.

Commissioner commended Pakistan for its unwavering
commitment and efforts in the fight against terrorism.
He particularly praised Pakistan’s humanitarian assis-
tance to Afghan refugees and acknowledged the coun-
try’s constructive contributions to global climate initi-
atives. Furthermore, the envoy conveyed that they had
accommodated 3,500 Afghan Refugees from Pakistan in
Australia as gesture of solidarity and support.

BEIJING: China’s lunar
probe has returned to
Earth with the first ever
samples from the Moon's
unexplored far side. The
Chang’e-6 landed in the
Inner Mongolia desert on
Tuesday, after a nearly two-
month long mission which
was fraught with risks.
Scientists are eagerly await-
ing the Chang’e-6 as the
samples could answer key
questions about how plan-
ets are formed.

China is the only country
to have landed on the far
side of the Moon, having
done so before in 2019. The
far side - which faces away
from Earth - is technically
challenging to reach due to
its distance, and its difficult
terrain of giant craters and
few flat surfaces.

Scientists are interested in
this less-explored side as it is
hoped it may contain traces
of ice, which can be harvest-
ed for water, oxygen, and hy-
drogen. The Chang’e-6 mis-
sion is a source of pride for
a nation which has stepped
up its missions to the Moon
- drawing attention from its
rival, the US. State media
showed officials planting the
Chinese flag with a flourish
just after the Chang’e-6 cap-
sule landed in the desert of
Inner Mongolia. - Agencies

AJK Govt
announces
budget for

2024-25

MIRPUR: The Azad Jammu
& Kashmir (AJK) Govern-
ment on Tuesday announced
its budget of over Rs 220
billion for the financial year
2024-25, including a devel-
opment outlay of Rs 44 bil-
lion. AJK Finance Minister
Abdul Majid Khan present-
ed the budget in the session
of AJK Legislative Assembly,
chaired by Speaker Chaud-
hary Latif Akbar.
Highlighting the key features
of the budget, Minister Abdul
Majid Khan said the total es-
timated income stood at Rs
201.17 billion, with significant
contributions expected from
federal grants and inland rev-
enue. The development ex-
penditure for the fiscal year
2024-25 was projected at Rs
44 billion, he added.

The minister detailed that
total receipts were estimat-
ed at Rs 201.17 billion, with
Rs. 105 billion anticipated
from the Federal Govern-
ment under the Federal Var-
iable Grant, Rs 75 billion
from inland revenue, Rs 15
billion from electricity, and
Rs 0.45 billion from the For-
est Department. -APP

TURKISH
AIRLINES

TH

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR — Unlike of past, this time people
from different socio-political circles from all over
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa irrespective of their polit-
ical identities and ideologies are opposing pro-
posed military operation Azm-i-Istehkam against
militants, mostly associated with banned TTP.
Besides PTI considered biggest opposition in Up-
per and Lower Houses and in govern at Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, other political parties like Jami-
at Ul Ulema Islam f, Awami National Party and
JamaatIslami are on forefront of opposition to
Azm-i-Istehkam. Similarly tribesmen from almost
tribal districts badly affected by terror in last two
decades are also opposing military operation.

Since 9/11, when Pakistan joined and agreed
for becoming front line in War on Terror, armed
forces carried out over three dozens of military
operations against local, Afghan and foreign
militants slipped into Pakistan from Afghan-
istan. On completion of each and every opera-
tion, government especially high ups of armed
forces made tall claims of eradicating terrorists
dens, flushing away militants from Pakistan and
destablising terrorist net work. But the ground
reality remain different. Strength and influence
of militants further enhanced on completion and
winding off of each and every military operation.
Similarly, people especially tribesmen have
made valuable contribution in connection with
these military operation by abandoning homes

and rendering precious human lives by ex-
tending support to security forces in pointing
out hideouts and sanctuaries of militants. But
in return they got nothing. Sill thousands of
families from almost tribal and troubled dis-
tricts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are waiting for
repatriation to native villages and towns.
Though the issues of forced disappearance,
missing persons and others was commenced
in the country with invasion of former USSR
troops in Afghanistan in end of 1979 but it was
further aggravated with erupting of civil con-
flicts in Afghanistan after evacuation of Soviet
troops in end of 90’s. But now it touching its
peak as the prolonged conflicts taking shift af-
ter shifts due to one and another reason.
Analyst Dr. Syed Akhtar Ali Shah believes, “gov-
ernment failure in honoring commitments with
affected people regarding their rehabilitation
and compensation is the major cause of oppo-
sition.” Mushtaq Yousafzai recalled, “tribesmen
of North Waziristan were badly affected in Zarb I
Azab, considered most expensive military oper-
ation against militants, therefore, they are reluc-
tant to abandon homes for another period.” Still
over 15 thousand families of North Waziristan,
over one thousand of Tirrah Khyber and hun-
dreds of others from Bajaur are waiting for repa-
triation to their homes and hamlets.

Akhtar Ali Shah said government needs to take
socio-politico circles into confidence regarding
proposed Azm I Estehkam. JULI F chief has
put forward a number of questions regarding

purposes of Azm I Estehkam. Advisor to Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Barrister SAif
said, “Prime Minister needs to further explain
procedure, time frame and other matters per-
tained to Azm I Estehkam.” The nationalist ANP
AimalWali Khan said, “we are opposing another
military action and government must take all
stake holders into confidence.” So far traditional
Jirgas held in Upper and Lower Dir out rightly
opposed Azm I Estehkam whereas JUI(F) and
PTI also convened Jirga’s to discuss and adopt
future line of action regarding proposed military
operation Azm I Estehkam.

Ironic to mention that Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali Amin Khan Gandhapur
who was present in the high-level meeting which
decided launching of another military operation
Azme I Estehkam Pakistan against militants is
now “denying”, saying “nothing was discussed,
debated or come up in the hours long meeting
regarding another military operation, to be most-
ly focused on the soil of Pushtoons, along with
Pak Afghan border. No doubt to mention that in
the light of government organs especially securi-
ty forces “indifferent” attitude, common people
is no more willing to trust the security forces
actions and reactions against alleged militants.
MaulanaFazal Ur Rahman has made it clear that
security forces operations are nothing else an
eyewash whereas the ANP President AimalWali
Khan believes that new military action is aimed
at getting occupation of mineral resources in dif-
ferent areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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