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Turkiye prioritizes 
regional peace via 
vigorous diplomacy

Naqvi vows 
to better 
federal capital
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Arshad departs 
for Diamond 
League Paris

2 terrorists 
killed in  

GB and KP 
Four scouts and two other 

persons were injured

Staff RepoRt

RAWALPINDI: A terrorist 
was killed and seven other 
people were injured in an 
operation conducted by se-
curity forces in Gilgit-Balti-
stan (GB). According to a 
report, terrorist commander 
Shah Faisal was killed in an 
intelligence-based operation 
in GB’s Darel district and 
his accomplice Zahidullah 
was injured. Four scouts and 
two other persons were in-
jured during an exchange of 
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PTI leaders dispel 
rumours about 

internal rift in party

Khayam abbaSi

RAWALPINDI: Opposition leader in Na-
tional Assembly Omer Ayub has said that 
PTI leaders were not allowed to enter 
Adiala Jail and meet PTI founder Imran 
Khan. Addressing a press conference 
outside Adiala jail, the opposition leader 
said that PTI leaders Shibli Faraz, Rauf 
Hassan, Sheharyar Afridi and Shandana 
Gulzar were waiting outside the jail from 
1pm but they were not allowed to meet 
Imran Khan. At 5pm jail administration 
told the leaders that high-ups did not per-
mit them to allow PTI leaders to have a 
meeting with Khan. Omer Ayub said that 
PTI leaders were waiting outside the jail 
amid scorching heat and at 5pm jail check 
post police guards asked PTI MNAs to quit 
the mosque. He said their meeting was ar-
ranged on court orders but a tout IG police 
did not allow them to meet Imran Khan. 

Continued on Page 06

ASTANA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif shares light moments with SCO leaders 
on the sidelines of the SCO summit in the Kazakh capital Astana. – DNA

Sheharyar Afridi and Shandana reject claims of differences 
within PTI ranks | Shibli says some people were launched 

with a target of breaking PTI but they will fail

Leaders not allowed to meet Imran 

Briefs

Pakistan to host 
SCO heads of govts 
summit in October

Foreign Office says 2024 
marks significant juncture as 
Pakistan assumes rotational 
Chairmanship of SCO’s CHG

anSaR bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will host the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Heads of Gov-
ernments meeting in October this year, Foreign 
Office spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said 
on Thursday. In the weekly press briefing, the FO 
spokesperson said that before the October sum-
mit, there would be a ministerial meeting and 
multiple rounds of senior officials meetings to 
concentrate on fostering cooperation in finance, 
economics, socio-cultural affairs and humanitar-
ian efforts among SCO member countries. She 
highlighted that 2024 marks a significant juncture 
in Pakistan’s relationship with the SCO, with Pa-
kistan assuming the rotational Chairmanship of 
the SCO Council of Heads of Government (CHG), 

Continued on Page 06

‘Afghan soil must 
not be used to 

export terrorism’

newS DeSK / Dna
ASTANA: At the SCO-Plus summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, 
Pakistan has urged the international community especially 
the UN Security Council to uphold its responsibility to en-
sure an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. Addressing the summit 
this afternoon, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said in line 
with the spirit of this meeting, we must call for free flow of 
humanitarian assistance and protection of civilians in the 
entire Gaza strip. The Prime Minister said this summit is 
being held amidst unprecedented sufferings of Palestinian 
people as a result of Israel’s ongoing brutal military cam-
paign in Gaza that has led to martyrdom of over 37000 
people including thousands of children. He said the Unit-
ed Nations must ensure implementation of its resolution 
for the peaceful settlement of all longstanding disputes.
Mentioning Pakistan’s recent election as non-permanent 
member of UN Security Council for the term 2025-26, the 
Prime Minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to mul-
tilateralism and pursuing just and peaceful resolution of all 
outstanding disputes. He said Pakistan will continue to op-
pose resorting to unilateral and illegal use of threat or force 
and combating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. 
Shehbaz Sharif said Pakistan’s strong legacy of contribu-
tions for maintenance of international peace and security is 
manifested in its strict adherence to the principles of the 
UN charter. Referring to other crises across the world, he 
said incitement to hatred and discrimination based on race 
and religion particularly Islamophobia has assumed epidem-
ic proportions.Shehbaz Sharif said challenges like climate 
induced disasters and socio-eco aftershocks of COVID-19 
call for unity of thought and action. About climate change, 

Continued on Page 06

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said, Pakistan 
committed to strengthen SCO for peace

Rs 5.72 per 
unit increase 
in electricity 

tariff 
Hike in basic tariff 
will have additional 

burden of about 
Rs600 billion on 

electricity consumers

faiSal SheiKh

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
cabinet has taken anoth-
er decision to implement 
a major condition of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) — to increase 
the tariff on electricity. 
Citing sources, a Pakistani 
newspaper reported that 
the federal cabinet has ap-
proved an increase in the 
basic tariff of electricity and 
approval has been taken 
through circulation summa-
ry. National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (Ne-
pra) had sent the decision 
to the federal government 
to increase the basic tar-
iff of electricity by an av-
erage of Rs5.72 per unit. 

Continued on Page 06

foReign DeSK

LONDON: The Labour Party in the United Kingdom is 
heading toward a historic triumph, potentially securing the 
largest electoral majority ever seen by a single party since 
1832, a survey shows, as millions of Britons are casting 
their votes to choose a new House of Commons and a new 
government. According to YouGov’s final large-scale poll, 
leader of Labour Sir Keir Starmer is expected to lead his 
party to a majority of 212 seats, the largest for any single 
party since 1832, with Labour projected to win 431 seats. 
The last multilevel regression and post-stratification (MRP) 
analysis by TouGov, a UK-based international online mar-
ket research and data analytics firm, also predicted that 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s Conservatives will win only 
102. The final YouGov projection, published on Wednesday, 
also showed that several prominent figures in Conservative 
politics, including 16 out of 26 remaining cabinet minis-
ters, would lose their seats, among them Chancellor Jer-
emy Hunt. The list of probable losers also features former 
Conservative leaders such as Sir Iain Duncan Smith and 
potential future leadership contenders like Miriam Cates. 
Under the pollster’s margin of error, the Labour Party’s 

Continued on Page 06

France’s far right 
unlikely to secure 

majority, poll reveals
agencieS 

PARIS: The latest poll suggests a far-right majority can be 
blocked in parliament, with the National Rally falling short 
of the 289 seats needed to control the National Assembly. 
French centrist and left-wing parties are trying to find a 
way to block a far-right majority in parliament — and a new 
poll shows that this is possible. A Harris Interactive survey 
for Challenges magazine, the first since an anti-National 
Rally (RN) alliance was formed, indicates that Marine Le 
Pen’s far-right party might not win the 289 seats needed 
to control the 577-seat National Assembly. According to 
this poll, efforts by President Emmanuel Macron’s cen-
trists and the leftist bloc New Popular Front (NFP) to block 
the far-right as a so-called Republican Front (or Front Ré-
publicain) might be effective. The forecast shows that the 
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Labour tipped for historic 
sweep as UK goes to polls

UK’s Labour Party poised to secure most substantial majority: Poll

PM urges end of war in Gaza

SC suspends LHC’s 
verdict, ECP notification 

ECP moved apex court against LHC’s decision 
constituting 8 election tribunals for hearing polls cases

Harsh argument between lawyer & CJP

Special coRReSponDent 
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) 
Thursday suspended the Lahore High 
Court’s decision forming additional election 
tribunals as well as the Election Commission 
of Pakistan’s (ECP) April 26 notification. The 
apex court’s decision came as a five-member 
bench heard the ECP’s plea against LHC’s 
last month’s verdict constituting eight elec-
tion tribunals for hearing election petitions 
regarding national and provincial assem-
bly constituencies. The bench was headed 
by Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Qazi 
Faez Isa and comprised Justice Amin-ud-
Din Khan, Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhel, 
Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan, and Justice 
Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi. Today’s SC verdict is 
the latest link in the ongoing row between 
the ECP and the LHC regarding the ap-
pointment of judges in election tribunals re-
garding the February 8 polls. The electoral 
body had moved the SC under Article 185(3) 
of the Constitution contending that under 
Article 219 read with Article 222(b) of the 

Continued on Page 06

PTI seeks urgent 
hearing of plea 
on ‘polls theft’

PTI Spokesperson terms CJP’s 
non-fixation of the petition an 

attempt to hide elections fraud

mehtab piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) dubbed the dillydallying tactics by 
the Chief Justice of Pakistan to fix the par-
ty’s petition seeking probe into the Febru-
ary 8 polls fraud as a deliberate attempt to 
cover the elections theft, demanding for 
urgent hearing of the plea in the light of 
the Pattan report. PTI Spokesperson said 
that the Pattan made startling revelations 
pertaining to elections theft, as the report 
revealed that Form-45s of 20 provincial 

Continued on Page 06

Leghari admits to 
high electricity rates, 

promises relief
Federal Minister for Energy 

stresses industry-centric reforms

Dna
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Ener-
gy Awais Leghari acknowledged on Thurs-
day the current high electricity prices in 
the country during a session in the upper 
house of the Senate. Responding to que-
ries, Minister Leghari clarified that recent 
media reports suggesting a cabinet-led in-
crease in electricity rates were based on 
regulatory adjustments made annually, par-
ticularly noting a significant hike last June. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI’s 
Islamabad 
president 
arrested
PTI granted 

permission to hold 
public gathering in 
Islamabad on July 6

aDil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD:Pak i s t an 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) Is-
lamabad chapter president 
Amir Mughal has been ap-
prehended by police today. 
PTI’s Islamabad president 
has been arrested outside 
the DC office Islamabad. 
PTI counsel Asim Baig has 
verified the news of Asim 
Mughal’s arrest. The reasons 
behind the arrest of PTI’s Is-
lamabad presidents haven’t 
been disclosed yet. It is per-
tinent to note that PTI leader 
Amir Mughal was arrested 
by Islamabad police in May 
on the accusation of attack 
on CDA and police officials.

Polish 
envoy fetes 

senior 
journalists

Says unwanted 
persons crossing 

over to Poland 
from Belarus

Dna
ISLAMABAD: The Ambas-
sador of Poland to Pakistan 
Maciej Pisarski hosted a 
dinner reception for the 
journalists covering the 
diplomatic beat. The am-
bassador also spoke on the 
occasion and shed light on 
the bilateral relations be-
tween Poland and Pakistan. 
The ambassador also talked 
about Russian ‘aggression’ 
against Ukraine and blamed 
Moscow for playing havoc 
in Ukraine. He said Russian 
‘aggression’ must come to 
an end. The ambassador 
also spoke about infiltration 
of unwanted persons from 
Belarus to Poland. 
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abiD Raza

LAHORE : Under the direc-
tion of Inspector General of 
Punjab Police Dr. Usman An-
war, revolutionary measures 
for the best welfare of Punjab 
Police employees and their 
families are underway. Police 
employees are being provid-
ed with record welfare in all 
matters, including children’s 
education, health, legal, and 
family affairs. IG Punjab Dr. 
Usman Anwar said that in 
the first six months of this 
year, 1.38 billion rupees have 
been spent on the welfare of 
the force, benefiting thou-
sands of employees’ families. 
Spokesman of Punjab Police 
said that more than 50 crore 
rupees were released for ed-
ucation scholarships for the 

children of police employees. 
A sum of 14 crore and 60 lakh 
rupees has been granted for 
medical assistance to employ-
ees facing health issues. The 
daughters of police employees 
have received wedding gifts 
worth 32 crore and 69 lakh 
rupees. The police employ-
ees have been provided with 
12.3 million rupees for emer-
gency aid in the category of 
urgency financial assistance. 
Families of police personnel 
have been given 37.9 million 
rupees for funeral expenses. 
On the occasion of retirement, 
farewell grants amounting to 
15 crores and 89 lakhs rupees 
have been disbursed to police 
employees. An amount of 16 
crore and 98 lakh rupees has 
been provided as maintenance 
allowance to the families of 
employees. Families of police 

martyrs have been given 15.5 
million rupees for house con-
struction. Employees facing 
legal cases have received le-
gal assistance amounting to 
8.7 million rupees. IG Punjab 
Dr. Usman Anwar said that 
the problems of the employ-
ees were resolved with the 
income received from the 
police welfare fund and the 
welfare sources of the de-
partment. Further measures 
for the welfare of the police 
force will remain continue in 
future as well. Meanwhile, 
Inspector General of Police 
Punjab, Dr. Usman Anwar, 
met with police officers and 
their families, listening to 
the applications presented 
by police employees and 
their families and issuing 
directives for immediate res-
olution of issues. IG Punjab 

emphasized that the welfare 
of police officers’ families 
is a top priority, instructing 
all supervisory officers to 
ensure timely relief through 
personal oversight. IG Pun-
jab directed the officers that 
all the officers should main-
tain close contact with the 
subordinate officers, solve 
their problems in time so 
that they can concentrate 
on their professional du-
ties. He expressed these 
views today while meeting 
the police employees and 
their families at the Central 
Police Office. IG Punjab Dr. 
Usman Anwar directed the 
AIG Admin to provide re-
lief on the requests of the 
family of Constable Syed 
Muhammad (deceased) of 
Rawalpindi of recruitment 
of his son as junior clerk 

on family claim. Dr. Usman 
Anwar directed RPO Gu-
jranwala to provide relief 
on the request of Inspector 
Zaheeruddin Babar (Retd.). 
IGP Punjab instructed the 
AIG admin to take action on 
the recruitment requests 
of sons of two officials in-
cluding Sargodha police’s 
sub-inspector Muhammad 
Saeed and Pakpattan con-
stable Syed Maqbool Shah 
Gelani on the family claim. 
On the request of citizen 
Ayesha Bibi, the DIG In-
telligence Special Branch 
was directed to take action 
after the inquiry. IG Pun-
jab directed AIG Admin to 
provide relief on recruit-
ment applications of sons 
of Constable Muhammad 
Siddique and Head Con-
stable Maqsood Anwar. 

Punjab Police prioritize employee and family Welfare
IG Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar said that in the first six months of this year, 1.38 billion 

rupees have been spent on the welfare of the force, benefiting thousands of  
employees’ families employee and family Welfare

Empowering mobility

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Dr. Khalid  
Maqbool Siddiqui welcomed a senior delegation led by the Deputy Speaker of New York State 

Assembly Phil Ramos.—DNA

aDil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD : Serena Hotels, under 
the initiative of Cultural Diplomacy-
collaborated with Chal Foundationfor 
a fundraising event titled “Harmonies 
of Hope.” This event, dedicated to the 
theme “Safar Mein Dhoop To HoGi, Jo 
Chal Sako To Chalo,” aimed to raise 
funds to provide artificial limbs and 
mobility devices to those most in need. 
The proceeds from the event will di-
rectly support Chal Foundation’s mis-
sion to enhance the quality of life for 
individuals with mobility challenges by 
offering critical support and resources.
Theevent featuredthe commitment to 
social responsibility and community 
support which signifies the resilience 

and hope of individuals overcoming 
physical challenges. Attendees experi-
enced an evening of inspiring classical 
dance performance by Fatima Amjed 
and her talented troupe,and poetry 
recitation by the illustrious Moazzam 
Ali Khan.
“At Chal Foundation, our mission is to 
restore mobility and independence to 
those who need it most. Partnering 
with Serena Hotels for this fundrais-
ing event is a significant step towards 
achieving our goals. Together, we can 
make a lasting impact on the lives 
of countless individuals and commu-
nities.” said by Mr. Feroze Ahmed, 
Chairman, Chal Foundation.Chal 
Foundation is dedicated to improving 
the lives of individuals with physical 
disabilities by providing prosthetic 

limbs, mobility devices, and reha-
bilitation services. The foundation 
works tirelessly to ensure that those 
in need have access to the necessary 
tools and support to lead independ-
ent and fulfilling lives.
Junaid Shafqat, General Manager 
Marketing & Communication said, 
‘Serena Hotels being a leading hospi-
tality brand committed to excellence, 
sustainability, and community devel-
opment,actively supports charitable 
events and initiatives that aim to 
improve the quality of life for com-
munities in need. By partnering with 
organizations like Chal Foundation, 
Serena Hotels demonstrates its ded-
ication to making a positive impact 
and supporting those who require as-
sistance to lead better lives’.

HEC, UNHCR discuss  
collaborative initiatives

 for Afghan refugees 
ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) called 
on Chairman Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC) 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed and 
discussed issues pertaining 
to Afghan refugees in Paki-
stan. Director General HEC 
Scholarship, Ms. Aayesha 
Ikram and Project Direc-
tor Allama Iqbal Scholar-
ships for Afghan Students, 
Mr Jehanzeb Khan also 
attended the meeting. 
Chairman HEC Dr Mukhtar 
Ahmed welcomed the UN-
HCR delegation compris-
ing Ms Philippa Candler, 

Country Representative, 
UNHCR Pakistan, Ms Ok-
sana Panasenko, Senior 
Programme Officer, and Ms 
Shahida Sultan, Associate 
Education Officer.
He shed light on the HEC’s 
role in the promotion of high-
er education in Pakistan. He 
informed the delegates about 
the HEC’s Allama Muham-
mad Iqbal Scholarships Pro-
gramme for Afghan Students 
under which a large number of 
Afghan students are acquiring 
higher education in top Paki-
stani universities.
He said the students graduat-
ing from Pakistan go back and 
play their role in the develop-

ment of their country.
He said the Afghan students 
studying under HEC schol-
arships are provided equal 
facilities that are available to 
Pakistani students.He added 
that the HEC also provides 
training to Afghan Govern-
ment officials for their capacity 
building. Ms. Philippa Candler 
appreciated HEC for extend-
ing scholarship opportuni-
ties to Afghan students as it 
will play a significant role in 
the reconstruction and devel-
opment of Afghanistan.She 
showed interest in collabora-
tive initiatives between HEC 
and UNHCR for the Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan.

Health advocates call for 
 enhanced cigarette taxes

Murtaza Solangi said that the federal budget 2024-25 missed a  
critical opportunity to generate substantial revenue through 

 increased cigarette taxes
faiSal SheiKh

ISLAMABAD : Health advo-
cates have expressed deep 
concern over the govern-
ment’s decision to maintain 
current cigarette tax rates 
in the federal budget 2024-
25. During a session organ-
ized by the Society for the 
Protection of the Rights of 
the Child (SPARC) and the 
Social Policy and Develop-
ment Centre (SPDC) here 
Thursday, they highlighted 
the negative implications 
for public health and rev-
enue generation. Chief 
guest Murtaza Solangi, 
Former Federal Minister 
for Information and Broad-
casting, stated, the federal 
budget 2024-25 missed a 
critical opportunity to gen-
erate substantial revenue 
through increased cigarette 
taxes. He said this revenue 
could have been invested 
in public health, easing 
the economic burden on 
our healthcare system. In-
stead, maintaining current 
tax rates benefits cigarette 
manufacturers without ad-
ditional excise tax contribu-

tions, undermining tobacco 
control efforts and worsen-
ing the public health crisis 
caused by tobacco use, he 
expressed. He further add-
ed that we must advocate 
for policies that prioritize 
public health and urge the 
government to implement 
measures that balance reve-
nue generation with health 
objectives. Managing Direc-
tor of SPDC, Muhammad 
Asif Iqbal, said that the 
government’s decision to 
spare the cigarette industry 
from any tax hike, despite 
the need to generate addi-
tional revenue to address 
the fiscal deficit, was of 
great concern. “The FED 
revenue target of Rs 324 
billion for 2024-25 is unre-
alistically high without an 
increase in cigarette taxes, 
with estimates suggesting 
a shortfall of over Rs 100 
billion. The Finance Act 
2024’s changes benefit 
cigarette manufacturers 
by allowing price increases 
without additional excise 
tax revenue. The govern-
ment should adopt a dual 
approach of increasing the 
FED rate and implement-

ing regulations to combat 
the illegal cigarette trade”. 
Effective tobacco control 
policies should leverage 
higher cigarette taxes as 
a tool to discourage tobac-
co use and promote public 
health, he added. 
Renowned tobacco con-
trol activist Malik Imran 
Ahmed, Country Head 
Campaign for Tobacco Free 
Kids added, the increase in 
the FED price tier thresh-
olds only serves to benefit 
the cigarette manufactur-
ing firms, allowing them 
to increase consumer pric-
es without any additional 
contribution to excise tax 
revenue. This approach, he 
said not only undermines 
our efforts towards tobacco 
control but also risks exac-
erbating the public health 
crisis caused by tobacco 
consumption.
Dr. Khalil Ahmad, Program 
Manager SPARC said, while 
the Finance Bill’s provision 
may enhance profitability 
within the tobacco industry, 
its implications for public 
health and fiscal policy are 
significant and contentious. 
The debate underscores 

the delicate balance govern-
ments must strike between 
economic interests, public 
health priorities to save Pa-
kistani children and youth 
from addiction and disease 
and sustainable fiscal man-
agement, he expressed.
Mr. Mehboob-ul-Haq, CEO 
Human Development Foun-
dation (HDF), emphasized 
that higher cigarette taxes 
were crucial for discour-
aging tobacco use and 
protecting public health. 
The recent budget deci-
sions highlight the need 
for continued advocacy to 
ensure public health prior-
ities are not overshadowed 
by industry interests. 
The decision has raised 
alarms among healthcare 
advocates and the general 
public alike, who fear its 
long-term ramifications on 
public health and econom-
ic stability, he said.
As discussions on the 
Finance Bill progress, 
stakeholders continue to 
call for a reconsideration 
of policies that prioritize 
short-term industry gains 
over the broader public 
interest.

Five dengue cases  
surface in Peshawar

PESHAWAR:A dengue outbreak has been reported from the Gulbahar No 2 Jan 
Colony in Peshawar, setting alarm bells ringing in the health department. Dengue 
has been detected in five individuals, including four children, residing in the same 
neighbourhood. All of those affected belong to an Afghan refugee family. So far, 
37 suspected dengue cases have been reported from Peshawar. This was revealed 
in a meeting of the District Dengue Prevention and Response Unit, chaired by Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner Relief Peshawar Asghar Surani, in which activities 
for dengue control in Peshawar were reviewed in depth. The meeting was attended 
by health department staff and representatives of line departments, who present-
ed performance reports. It was revealed in the meeting that a water shortage 
in the locality during the scorching heatwave had forced local residents to store 
water which had subsequently become a breeding ground for dengue larvae. In re-
sponse, authorities have conducted fogging and indoor residual spraying (IRS) in 
the area to control the spread of the disease and surveillance is underway to mon-
itor the situation. The Additional Deputy Commissioner was briefed on the five 
dengue cases reported from Gulbahar, with four cases originating from the same 
household. He directed that the source of the outbreak be promptly identified 
and the area made safe by eradicating the larvae. He also urged civil dispensary 
officials and field staff to intensify anti-dengue operations and take swift action to 
prevent the further spread of the disease.
He was informed that a comprehensive awareness campaign had been conducted 
in the area, mosquito nets had been distributed among residents, and measures 
such as mechanical sweeping, fogging and IRS had been implemented.
Asghar Surani stressed that no dengue case should go unreported, emphasizing 
the importance of immediate reporting to identify the source and take prompt 
preventive measures.

DC Larkana 
visits Tulka 

Hospital 
Bakrani

LARKANA: Deputy Com-
missioner Larkana Dr. 
Sharjeel Noor Channa along 
with Assistant Commission-
er Bagrani Nizamuddin Ja-
toi made a surprise visit to 
Taluka Hospital of Bakariat 
Arija at Bakrani on Thurs-
day.  On this occasion, he 
said that the presence of 
staff and medicines should 
be ensured so that the pa-
tients coming for treatment 
do not face any problem.  
He further said that better 
arrangements should be 
made for cleanliness inside 
and outside the Hospital. 
The DC also checked the 
attendance of the staff on 
night duty. On this occa-
sion, he gave instructions 
and said that the staff 
should be completely off 
duty and strict legal action 
would be taken against the 
absent staff.

Flood control 
plan reviewed
 
FAISALABAD: Commis-
sioner Silwat Saeed has 
directed the authorities 
concerned to complete all 
arrangements to cope with 
any untoward situation dur-
ing flood. Presiding over 
a review meeting about 
flood control plans here on 
Thursday, she directed the 
officers of the Irrigation 
department to watch water 
level in river Chenab at the 
places of Chiniot and Jhang 
districts. She also directed 
for transferring population 
residing in riverine areas 
to safer places well in time. 
—APP

Sukkur Police 
issues traffic 
plan for Mu-

harram
SUKKUR : In order to en-
sure security of the mourn-
ing processions during 
Muharram-ul-Harram, the 
Sukkur Police on Thursday 
issued a comprehensive 
traffic plan. According to 
the plan, there would be a 
complete ban on parking of 
any vehicle or pushcart on 
the route of the procession. 
DSPs and inspectors would 
perform duties on city roads 
to control the traffic flow dur-
ing Muharram. While talking 
to APP, PRO of the SSP office 
Sukkur, Shahjahan Soomro 
said that traffic Police had 
also been directed to take 
action against vehicles hav-
ing tinted glasses, revolving 
lights, unregistered vehicles 
and motorcycles—APP

Balochistan govt  provides 
scholarships to 75000 students

Dna

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
government has provid-
ed scholarships to75,000 
students so far as part the 
pro-education policy of the 
incumbent government to 
provide quality education 
to the youth of the prov-
ince and bring back the 
alarming number of out-of 
school children.
The government has in-
creased the allocation for 
BEEF by Rs two billion in 
the current budget 2024-
25 and allocated two billion 
rupees for out of school 
children, an official of Ba-
lochistan government told 
APP. The Benazir Bhutto 
Scholarship Programme 
had been launched in Ba-
lochistan. Under the pro-
gramme, the youth from 

all segments including mi-
norities and transgenders 
would be provided educa-
tional scholarships from 
primary to higher levels.
He added that the 
PhD students from Ba-
lochistan would be given 
full scholarships to study 
in the top 200 universi-
ties worldwide.
In a landmark develop-
ment, the University of 
Oxford has agreed to pro-
vide scholarships to stu-
dents from Balochistan, 
Pakistan, under the Be-
nazir Scholarship Pro-
gram.
The agreement, in this 
connection, was signed 
between the Oxford Uni-
versity and the Govern-
ment of Balochistan last 
month. He said the gov-
ernment has determined 
to provide the best educa-

tional facility to the chil-
dren of labourers and the 
students from the down-
trodden section of the 
society would be awarded 
scholarships every year. 
The government has al-
ready announced to enrol 
400 children of labourers 
from Balochistan in the 
best higher education-
al institution across the 
country in the first phase 
of the programme.
In the next phase, around 
1000 children of work-
ers would be provided 
quality education on a 
scholarship basis in the 
best institutions across 
the country. During the 
next two years, the Ba-
lochistan would provide 
technical education to 
over 30,000 youth in vari-
ous field and sent abroad 
for employment.

 Historic 
steps being 

taken  for 
prosperity of  

farmers
LAHORE : Punjab Agricul-
ture Minister Syed Ashiq 
Hussain Kirmani on Thurs-
day said that historic steps 
were being taken under 
Punjab Agriculture Trans-
forming Programme to en-
sure prosperity of farming 
community. He said this 
while addressing a joint 
press conference along 
with Punjab Information 
Minister Azma Bukhari, 
here. He said that during 
first 100 days of Punjab 
government, exemplary 
projects had been started 
in agriculture sector. He 
further said that for the 
first time in the history 
special focus had been paid 
on agriculture sector in Pun-
jab’s 2024-25 budget.—APP

Serena Hotels, Chal 
Foundation partner 

for Fundraiser events
Theevent featuredthe commitment to social responsibility and  
community support which signifies the resilience and hope of 

 individuals overcoming physical challenges



NPM 
Committee 

reveals 
significant 

inflation 
decline 

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Price Monitoring (NPM) 
Committee meeting on 
Thursday revealed signifi-
cant inflation decline from 
18.5% to 12.2% over the 
Past Year. In the National 
Price Monitoring Commit-
tee meeting a significant 
reduction in inflation over 
the past year was reported.
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Re-
forms , Prof. Ahsan Iqbal 
chaired a meeting of the 
National Price Monitoring 
Committee held today in 
Islamabad, said a press re-
lease issued here on.  The 
meeting witnessed the at-
tendance of Member-Sup-
port Services, Joint Chief 
Economist, AC Islamabad, 
senior officials from the 
Line Ministries and Plan-
ning Ministry, representa-
tives from Provincial Gov-
ernments, and the Senior 
General Manager of Utility 
Stores. The inflation rate 
decreased from 18.5% in 
June 2023 to 12.2% in the 
current year, marking a 
notable downward trend, 
despite global inflationary 
pressures, Pakistan has 
managed to reduce its infla-
tion rate, although the pric-
es of imported items have 
seen an increase. —APP 

Commissioner 
urges Ulema 
to play role 

in promoting 
interfaith 
harmony

RAWALPINDI: Commission-
er Rawalpindi Division, Engi-
neer Aamir Khattak here on 
Thursday urged Ulema to play 
role in promoting interfaith 
harmony. The meeting was 
presided over by Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division, 
Engineer Aamir Khattak 
and Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Babar Sarfraz Alpa. 
Divisional members Peace 
Committee, Member Na-
tional Assembly Malik Abrar, 
Additional Commissioner 
Coordination Syed Nidarat, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Hasan Waqar 
Cheema, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner General, Has-
san Tariq participated in the 
meeting while Deputy Com-
missioner Jhelum, Chakwal, 
Attock and Murree attend-
ed through video link. The 
members of the Divisional 
Peace Committee present-
ed various suggestions to 
maintain law and order dur-
ing Muharram.—APP

Italian Ambassador 
meets Interior Minister

Mohsin Naqvi told the ambassador that in a meeting with the Italian Minister of the  
Interior, it was agreed to work together against illegal human trafficking and In this regard,  

a delegation of the Italian Ministry of Interior will soon visit Pakistan

Dna

ISLAMABAD: :Italian Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Marylina Ermelin 
on Thursday met with Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi to discuss 
issues of mutual interest. 
Discussing the bilateral relations 
and issues of mutual interest in 
the meeting, the interior minister 
told the ambassador about his re-
cent very successful and effective 
visit to Italy. Mohsin Naqvi told 
the ambassador that in a meeting 
with the Italian Minister of the 
Interior, it was agreed to work 
together against illegal human 
trafficking and In this regard, a 
delegation of the Italian Ministry 
of Interior will soon visit Pakistan.
The delegation will meet Pakistani 
authorities and visit the border, 
Naqvi told the ambassador. He 
said that In order to prevent drug 
and human trafficking, the two 

countries will have to strength-
en mutual cooperation and there 
will be no compromise on human 
trafficking and all possible steps 
are being taken to control it. “If 
we succeed in stopping human 
trafficking at the border, it will be 
beneficial for both the countries” 
said the minister adding that mi-
gration of skilled manpower will 
also discourage human trafficking. 
Italy can benefit from the services 
of skilled people of Pakistan in vari-
ous fields, he added. 
On this occasion, the Federal Interi-
or Minister also presented a formal 
invitation to the Italian Ambassador 
for his Italian counterpart’s visit to 
Pakistan.The Italian Ambassador 
thanked the Interior Minister for 
the cooperation in various fields. 
Commandant FC Moazzam Jah An-
sari, IG Islamabad Ali Nasir Rizvi, 
senior officials of Ministry of Inte-
rior and Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
also attended the meeting.
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ISLAMABAD: A high-level 
three-member technical 
delegation of Qatar, led 
by Colonel Ahmed Abdul-
lah Al-Abdullah, Thursday 
called on Coordinator to 
Prime Minister on Climate 
Change Romina Khurshid 
Alam. During the meeting 
held here at the Ministry 
of Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordination, 
both sides discussed at 
length the various matters 
of bilateral interest and 
collaboration regarding 
climate risk management, 
environment conservation, 
water management, ener-
gy, forest and disaster risk 
management. PM’s climate 
aide Romina Khurshid 
briefed the Qatari delega-
tion about Prime Minister’s 
various clean and green in-
itiatives being implemented 
to boost Pakistan’s climate 
resilience and protect lives 
and livelihoods of the coun-
try’s vulnerable communi-
ties. “The present govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif is more focused 
on engaging with various 
countries through climate 
diplomacy to boost global 
climate action so as to deal 
with adverse fallouts of the 
global warming and conse-
quent disasters, particular-
ly heatwaves, floods, land 
erosion and sea-level rise,” 

Romina Khurshid apprised 
the Qatar’s official delega-
tion. During the meeting, 
she also highlighted chal-
lenges and impacts of glob-
al warming, climate change, 
heatwaves and devastating 
floods during monsoon 
seasons being faced by the 
country. Romina Khurshid 
Alam told the delegation 
that Pakistan is grappling 
with increasingly severe im-
pacts from climate change, 
posing significant chal-
lenges to its environment, 
economy, and people. “The 

country is continuously 
experiencing a rise in aver-
age temperatures, leading 
to more frequent and in-
tense floods and heatwaves 
across the country.
 These extreme heat events 
not only threaten public 
health but also strain en-
ergy resources and exacer-
bate water scarcity issues,” 
the PM’s climate aide told 
the Qatari delegation. She 
added, “The frequency of 
extreme weather events 
such as floods and droughts 
has been increasing. These 

events disrupt agricultural 
productivity, cause loss of 
lives and livelihoods and 
strain already fragile in-
frastructure.” During the 
meeting she also highlight-
ed that the water stress, 
exacerbated by the climate 
change during recent years 
has emerged to be a critical 
and added that “Pakistan is 
heavily relies on its river 
systems for agriculture and 
domestic water supply, but 
climate impacts are alter-
ing water availability and 
quality.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

July
July 01/Japan

Self Defence Day

July 01/Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada
National Day

July 01/Somalia
Independence Day

July 04/USA
Independence Day

July 05/Algeria
Independence Day

July 09/Argentine
Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
Revolution Day

July 14/France
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July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday

July 21/Belgium
National Day

July 20/TRNC
Independence Day

July 23/Egypt
National Day

July 26/Cuba
National Day

July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day

Federal government should  
cancel all contracts with IPPs

Exorbitant electricity prices have led to mass industrial 
 shutdowns and job losses

faiSal SheiKh

ISLAMABAD: President 
Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Atif Ikram Sheikh 
has said that the federal 
government should cancel 
all contracts with IPPs and 
procure electricity from 
cheaper sources without 
capacity charges. The re-
cent increase in electricity 
rates may lead to civil un-
rest and discontent with 
the business community. 
The federal government 

should formulate a strategy 
to deal with IPPs and en-
sure affordable electricity 
prices for industries in the 
national interest, he ex-
pressed these views while 
talking to Chairman Capi-
tal Office Karim Aziz Ma-
lik, Vice President Tariq 
Jadoon, Vice President 
Qurat ul Ain, Mian Akram 
Farid, Coordinator Diplo-
matic Committee Muham-
mad Ahmed, Chairman 
Coordination Malik So-
hail Hussain and others. 
Federation President Atif 

Ikram said that Pakistan’s 
energy sector has been 
trapped in contract issues 
with IPPs since 1994. Ex-
orbitant electricity prices 
have led to large-scale in-
dustrial shutdowns and job 
losses.The payment of two 
trillion to fourty compa-
nies is economically crip-
pling. IPPs receive pay-
ments even when power is 
not generated or supplied.
Atif Ikram Shaikh said that 
these agreements led to an 
increase in revolving cred-
it, which reached Rs 2.64 

trillion as of February this 
year.The initial return on 
equity for IPPs was set 
at 18% and was later re-
duced to 12% but is still 
high compared to glob-
al standards.Research 
shows that IPPs are en-
joying more than 73% 
returns in dollar terms 
which is unusually high 
compared to internation-
al standards.Re-evalua-
tion of IPPs contracts 
and pricing, better mon-
itoring to prevent over-in-
voicing is required.

PM’s climate aide 
lauds Qatar’s support 

UNHCR delegation calls 
on Chairman HEC

 ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) called on Chair-
man Higher Education Commission (HEC) Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed and discussed issues pertaining to Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan. Director General HEC Scholarship Ms. Aayesha Ikram and Project Director Allama Iqbal 
Scholarships for Afghan Students Mr. Jehanzeb Khan also attended the meeting.   Chairman HEC Dr. Mukhtar 
Ahmed welcomed the UNHCR delegation comprising Ms. Philippa Candler, Country Representative, UNHCR 
Pakistan, Ms. Oksana Panasenko, Senior Programme Officer, and Ms. Shahida Sultan, Associate Education 
Officer. He shed light on the HEC’s role in the promotion of higher education in Pakistan. He informed the 
delegates about the HEC’s Allama Muhammad Iqbal Scholarships Programme for Afghan Students under which 
a large number of Afghan students are acquiring higher education in top Pakistani universities.      He said the 
students graduating from Pakistan go back and play their role in the development of their country. He said the 
Afghan students studying under HEC scholarships are provided equal facilities that are available to Pakistani 
students. He added the HEC also provides training to Afghan Government officials for their capacity building.  
Ms. Philippa Candler appreciated HEC for extending scholarship opportunities to Afghan students as it will 
play a significant role in the reconstruction and development of Afghanistan. She showed interest in collabora-
tive initiatives between HEC and UNHCR for the Afghan refugees in Pakistan.——APP

IESCO to replace 
all meters with AMI 
by 2030: Dr Amjad

ISLAMABAD: Under digitization and up-gradation pro-
gramme, Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) 
has planned to replace all existing old meters with state 
of the art advance metering infrastructure (AMI) meters 
till 2030 across its all six circles aimed at ensuring accurate 
meter reading, billing, controlling power theft and reducing 
load-shedding. Briefing the media persons here Thursday, the 
IESCO Chief Executive Officer Dr Muhammad Amjad said 
currently the company has around 3.8 million consumers in 
six circles incluidng Rawalpindi City, Rawalpindi Cantt, Islam-
abad, Chakwal, Jhelum and Attock and some areas of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir. “All the connections (3.8million) will be 
replaced with AMI meters by 2030,” he said. However, the 
IESCO chief said that in first phase around 1.2 million connec-
tions in Rawalpindi Cantt Circle, Rawalpindi City Circle and 
Taxila were being replaced with AMI meters.  The company 
has already installed over 42,,000 meters so far in various ar-
eas of Rawalpindi in short spin of time, he added. He said 
these meters were installed in areas of Gulzar Quaid, Dr 
Abdul Qadir Road, Gangal and Khana and Westridge.  Cur-
rently, AMI meters were being installed in PWD, Korag 
Town and the installation process of these meters in Media 
Town and its adjacent areas would also be completed by 
July and August, he added. Under the plan, in first phase, 
the company would install around 1.2 million AMI meters, 
initially in Rawalpindi City Circle, Rawalpindi Cantonment 
Circle and Taxila (Division), he said. The task would be 
completed by June 2026 for which initially two contractors 
have been hired to install around 2000 AMI daily in the 
said circles, he said.  Dr Amjad said the Asian Develop-
ment Bank has provided $ 109 million financial assistance 
to complete the project under second power distribution 
enhancement investment programme. The contract for the 
project was signed on September, 3, 2022 while its effec-
tiveness date was January 2023, he added. He said that 
main data and back data centres which were part of the 
project had already been set up at the IESCO’s head office 
and Gujjar Khan respectively. The CEO said AMI system 
would bring about a permanent elimination of power pilfer-
age with systematic control of transmission through round-
the-clock monitoring of the electricity meters.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif expressed his will-
ingness to enhance agricul-
tural cooperation with Chi-
na’s Yangling Agricultural 
Technology Demonstration 
Base. He stated this in a 
recent letter to Shi Gaol-
ing, Secretary of the Party 
Working Committee of the 
Base. On June 8, the PM ar-
rived in Yangling Agricultur-
al Technology Demonstra-
tion Base, Shaanxi province 

during his first official visit 
to China after the new Pa-
kistani government took of-
fice.  After visiting the Mod-
ern Agriculture Exchange 
Center of Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO), 
and the ‘plant factory’ of 
Yangling Smart Agricultural 
Demonstration Park, “I was 
impressed by the cutting 
edge technology on display 
which has transformed 
Yangling into a world-class 
agricultural marvel of the 
world,” he said in the letter.  
According to the letter, the 
PM had asked his team to 

study ‘Yangling Model’ and 
replicate the best practices 
so that they can also devel-
op high-quality and high-
yield crops in Pakistan. 
 Having learned that the 
Chinese side is willing to 
share expertise in that re-
gard, the Pakistani side 
said they hope to send 
Pakistani agricultural re-
searchers, scientists and 
students to work closely 
with the Chinese counter-
parts in future. In recent 
years, there have been in-
creasingly closer coopera-
tion and exchange between 

the Pakistani agricultural 
authorities & institutions 
and Yanling Agricultural 
Technology Demonstration 
Base.  Up till now, over 120 
Pakistani government offi-
cials, experts, private en-
terprise leaders and farm 
owners have participated 
in agricultural technology 
training in Yangling. 
At present, there’re 142 Pa-
kistani students studying at 
Northwest A&F University, 
one of China’s top agricul-
tural universities located 
in Yangling, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Thursday.

Pakistan to replicate practices 
of Chinese agri-science-city 

Briefs
CDA seals 60 
buildings in 
Islamabad 

on violating 
bylaws

ISLAMABAD: The Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) has sealed 60 build-
ings in the federal capital 
during a crackdown against 
the violations of the bylaws 
of the authority. During 
the crackdown against un-
authorized constructions, 
the Building Control Wing, 
alongside the Enforcement 
Directorate, sealed 38 
buildings in G-9/4 due to 
non-conforming use, said a 
press release. In Gulberg 
Residencia, 22 under-con-
struction buildings were 
sealed for proceeding with-
out the necessary permis-
sions. The authority has is-
sued notices to the owners 
of the sealed properties. 
Prior to this action, the own-
ers were directed to obtain 
the required permissions 
from the CDA before be-
ginning construction. The 
buildings were sealed be-
cause the owners failed to 
comply with these instruc-
tions. Chairman CDA Mu-
hammad Ali Randhawa 
reiterated the authority’s 
commitment to enforcing 
building bylaws through-
out Islamabad, stating 
that the crackdown on vi-
olations will continue con-
sistently.—APP

Gilani felicitates 
people, 

Congress on 
American 

Independence 
Day

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza 
Gilani, extended warm felic-
itations to the people, Con-
gress, and government of 
the United States of Ameri-
ca on the occasion of Amer-
ican Independence Day on 
Thursday. In his message, 
he conveyed his best wish-
es and warm sentiments of 
goodwill to the political and 
parliamentary leadership of 
America on this significant 
occasion, according to a 
press release. The Chair-
man emphasized that Pa-
kistan and America share 
an enduring friendship 
founded on mutual respect, 
trust, cooperation, and a 
commitment to peace, de-
velopment, and prosperi-
ty. He also acknowledged 
America’s significant con-
tributions to international 
peace, stability, and devel-
opment. Yousaf Raza Gilani 
expressed confidence that 
the two countries would 
continue to work together 
to address global challenges 
and promote shared values 
of democracy, equality, and 
justice.—APP

Mohsin Naqvi 
grieved over 
Haripur car 

accident
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Interior, Mohsin 
Naqvi, has expressed deep 
sorrow over the loss of pre-
cious lives in a car accident 
in Haripur.  The Interior 
Minister extended his heart-
felt condolences to the families 
of the deceased and prayed for 
the speedy recovery of the 
injured. Mohsin Naqvi said 
that he shares the grief of the 
bereaved families and prayed 
to Allah to grant patience 
and courage to them. He also 
prayed for the speedy recovery 
of the injured.—APP

Police carry 
out search 

operations in 
different areas
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di District Police here 
on Thursday carried out 
search operations in the 
jurisdiction of Saddar Bar-
oni, Chontra, Rawat, Race 
Course, and Cantt police 
stations.  According to a po-
lice spokesman, the search 
operations were conducted 
in order to maintain law and 
order and flush out suspects 
following the directions of 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Syed Khalid Hamdani.  He 
informed, senior police of-
ficers and police personnel 
including women police 
took part in the search op-
erations.  Police checked a 
large 200 houses, 69 shops, 
20 tenants, two hotels and 
400 individuals during the 
search operations.  The 
spokesman said that po-
lice were fully prepared to 
shield the lives and proper-
ty of the public.—APP

Police arrest 
three thieves 

with Rs 61,500
RAWALPINDI: Cantt police 
have arrested three thieves 
and recovered cash Rs 
61,500 from their posses-
sion, said a police spokes-
man here on Thursday. He 
informed that the accused 
namely Sadiq, Javed and 
Zahid were rounded up for 
stealing cash and valuables 
from the customers, busy 
shopping in congested 
markets. Raids were being 
conducted to arrest the ac-
complice of the arrested 
accused, he informed. Su-
perintendent of Police, Po-
tohar Nasir Nawaz said that 
the arrested accused would 
be challaned with concrete 
evidence. ctions against the 
criminals would continue 
without any discrimination, 
he added. Those who deprive 
the citizens of their valuable 
assets, would be punished in 
accordance with the law, the 
SP said.—APP

Support of 
victims of 

sexual
 violence  
in IIOJK 

Dna
ISLAMABAD: The Youth 
Forum for Kashmir (YFK) 
in collaboration with Ra-
dio Pakistan organized a 
special session dedicated 
to raising awareness and 
support for the victims of 
sexual violence in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Kashmir 
(IIOK). The event featured 
a panel of experts, includ-
ing APHCAJK Convener, 
Ghulam Muhammad Safi 
, Dr. Farooq Adil Writer , 
Ms. Afshan Tehseen, Bar-
rister Sundas Malik, Saeed 
Ahmed Sheikh DG Radio 
Pakistan, and Zaman Bajwa 
of YFK, said a press release 
received here from APHC 
office. The session aimed 
to amplify the voices of 
the victims and shed light 
on the atrocities faced by 
them. The session facilitat-
ed a profound discussion on 
the pressing issue of sexual 
violence in IIOJK, with a 
focus on the imperative of 
its elimination. The speak-
ers shared heart-wrenching 
accounts of rape victims, 
ranging from a young 8-year-
old to a 60-year-old woman, 
highlighting the appalling 
scope of this human rights 
violation going on in IIOJK. 
The panelists emphasized 
that these heinous acts are 
perpetuated unabated by 
the Indian armed forces in 
IIOJK, underscoring the ur-
gency of the situation.
The event drew a sizable au-
dience, demonstrating the 
community’s unwavering 
commitment to addressing 
human rights abuses in IIO-
JK. This session served as 
a poignant reminder of the 
ongoing struggles faced by 
women in IIOJK galvanizing 
the resolve to combat this 
injustice. 

Indonesia holds training 
for the OIC researchers

The Indonesia-COMSTECH Fellowship Program was initiated by the Embassy of the 
 Republic of Indonesia in Islamabad during the COVID-19 Pandemic, to seek mutual solution 

 for Islamic Countries amid lack of global vaccines supply

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Within July 2024, 
the Government of the Republic 
of Indonesia in collaboration with 
the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) Standing Commit-
tee on Scientific and Technolog-
ical Cooperation (COMSTECH) 
based in Islamabad will hold the 
3rd Batch of Indonesia-COMS-
TECH Fellowship Program for 
Research and Advanced Training 
in Virology and Vaccine Technol-
ogies, in three Indonesian cities 
of Jakarta, Bogor, and Bandung. 
The participating researchers 
are from Cameroon, Egypt, Ka-
zakhstan, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
Somalia, Tanzania, and Uganda. 
The Indonesia-COMSTECH Fel-
lowship Program was initiated 
by the Embassy of the Republic 
of Indonesia in Islamabad during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, to seek 
mutual solution for Islamic Coun-
tries amid lack of global vaccines 
supply.  Prior to the Training, the 
Workshop was also held in hybrid, 
attended by more than 400 partic-
ipants including 12 researchers 
of the Training, Ambassadors, In-
donesian high rank officials, and 
the relevant stakeholders. The 
Workshop focused on discussion 
about the future of vaccine coop-
eration among countries and its 
potentials to provide equal access 
and more protection to the glob-

al community. In his opening re-
marks, the Indonesian Minister of 
Health, H.E. Mr. Budi G. Sadikin, 
highlighted how Indonesia seri-
ously learned from the COVID-19 
Pandemic that adversely affected 
Indonesia due to inaccessible 
vaccines despite having enough 
financial resources. Referring 
Indonesia’s experience in over-
coming the Pandemic, he invited 
all of the OIC Member States to 
support the vaccine manufacture 
cooperation initiative, while in 
parallel bolstering their capabili-
ties of research and development 
for vaccines production. “It is 

not (only) scientifically wrong, 
you presume that you can fix the 
global pandemic by only fixing 
your own country, but it is also 
ethically wrong. So, I strongly 
support the initiatives to have this 
vaccines cooperation among Is-
lamic countries,” he said in the 
opening ceremony of the Train-
ing (1/7). He further underlined 
that vaccines, diagnostic tools, 
and medicines should be readi-
ly available and accessible to all 
countries at a reasonable price.  
The Indonesia-COMSTECH Fel-
lowship Program is expected to 
benefit the healthcare person-

nels and early-stage research-
ers, as well as to provide the 
most feasible ways in reducing 
healthcare costs and the phar-
macoeconomic burden among 
OIC States. The participants of 
the Training are also expected 
to proactively contribute to their 
respective countries in manu-
facturing and producing safe, 
effective, accessible, as well as 
affordable vaccines and biotech-
nology products to tackle any 
possible pandemic in the future. 
To advance cooperation in the 
fields of science and technology, 
the Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia in Islamabad has col-
laborative events and programs 
with the COMSTECH. Previously 
in June 2024, both sides jointly 
hosted the international seminar 
on “Sustainability of Palm Oil 
Industry and its Derivative Prod-
ucts”, to raise more awareness 
of the Pakistani public, business 
communities, and relevant au-
thorities on the scientific benefits 
of palm oil.  Currently, the Indo-
nesian Embassy and COMSTECH 
are working to co-organize an 
exhibition on nutraceuticals and 
cosmetics made with natural and 
halal ingredients later this year.

Islamabad Expressway
 signal-free project to be 
completed by August 14

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa on Thursday 
said that the construction 
work on the Islamabad Ex-
pressway, signal-free pro-
ject would be completed 
and inaugurated by August 
14 next month. Following 
the directives of Federal 
Minister for Interior Syed 
Mohsin Naqvi, Chairman 
CDA has been assigned to 
personally oversee the de-
velopment projects in the 
federal capital. Chairman 
CDA conducted a compre-
hensive visit to the Islam-
abad Expressway while 
reviewing the ongoing con-
struction at key locations 
including Sawan bridge, 
Japan underpass, Railway 

bridge and Bhinder bridge. 
Muhammad Ali said that 
under the directives of the 
Minister for Interior, the 
construction work on the 
long-stalled project has ad-
vanced at an unprecedent-
ed speed by the authority. 
The concerned officials in-
formed the CDA chief that, 
for the first time, construc-
tion work is being conduct-
ed around the clock to meet 
the deadline. They said that 
significant progress has 
been made on the complex 
and challenging bridges and 
structures of the project 
over the past two months. 
Muhammad Ali appreciat-
ed the efforts of the CDA, 
contractors and consultants 
for their dedication in accel-
erating the project towards 

completion. “Maintaining 
such a rapid pace of work 
on the project, despite the 
constant 24-hour traffic 
on the Islamabad Express-
way is commendable,” 
he said. Muhammad Ali 
assured that there would 
be no compromise on the 
high quality of construc-
tion work on the project. 
CDA planning to establish 
state-of-the-art Bus Termi-
nal: Randhawa Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa on Thursday 
said that the authority 
is planning to establish 
state-of-the-art Bus Termi-
nal in the federal capital. 
He said this while chairing 
a meeting here to discuss 
the establishment of a 

state-of-the-art bus ter-
minal in Islamabad which 
was attended by senior 
officials from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
and the CDA.
Muhammad Ali directed 
that a study be conducted 
to identify three to four 
potential sites for the new 
terminal which should be 
well-connected to all parts 
of the city.
He urged CDA and ADB 
teams to work together to 
explore various proposals. 
The meeting also resulted 
in the decision to develop 
an Urban Transport Mas-
ter Plan for Islamabad.
Muhammad Ali said the 
finalized proposals would 
be presented to the desig-
nated forum for approval.

RDA rejects 
approval request 
of illegal housing 

scheme ‘New 
Airport Town’

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Development Authority 
(RDA), on the directives of 
Director General, Kinza Mur-
taza, has rejected the approval 
request of the layout plan of an 
illegal housing scheme, “New 
Airport Town”.  According to 
a RDA spokesman, “New Air-
port Town” is an unapproved 
scheme as the RDA has reject-
ed and returned the file sub-
mitted by the scheme’s owner, 
Shahid Mehmood.  The RDA’s 
Metropolitan Planning and 
Traffic Engineering (MP&TE) 
Directorate has advised the 
citizens not to invest in an 
unauthorized scheme locat-
ed in Mouza Katarian, Tehsil 
and District Rawalpindi. The 
RDA spokesperson further 
informed that the DG Kinza 
Murtaza has warned that strict 
action in accordance with the 
law would be taken against the 
rules violators.—APP

Pakistan, China to 
collaborate promoting a 

new digitalized CPEC
BEIJING: EuroAsia Pakistan Economy Forum held here to forge a new digitalized CPEC, 
China Economic Net (CEN) reported on Thursday. “In the next stage, the collaboration be-
tween Pakistan and China would extend from traditional to new, or to day upgraded economic 
corridors.  For instance, the transportation, circulation and exchange of data,” Shaza Fatima 
Khwaja, Minister of State for Information Technology and Telecommunication of Pakistan, 
said bluntly, at the EuroAsia Pakistan Digital Economy Forum. “Pakistan’s human resources 
could not be underestimated in the world. 60% of our population is under the age of 35, which 
is both an opportunity and a challenge.  By working closely with China to provide systematic 
sci-tech training to such a huge talent pool, we are going to maximize the role of our valuable 
resources in such a digital age.” The Minister gave a detailed introduction to the experience 
gained by Prime Minister Sharif after his recent visit to China with a delegation, repeat-
edly emphasizing that the Pakistani government has regarded the digital field as a top 
priority for current governance.  Dr. Zhao Baige, recipient of the “Medal of Excellence 
Crescent” National Honorary Medal of Pakistan, echoed by a series of specific suggestion.  
“Training of all types and levels badly need to be a top priority. Training at not only the 
government level, but also non-governmental and corporate levels should be included in the 
entire system, due to the cross-border connections are the key to the success of the entire digital 
economy revolution.  Moreover, Pakistani partners are very eager to form a CPEC digital economy 
park, in which Beijing has very rich experience. We hope that through our step-by-step construction, 
the China-Pakistan Digital Corridor will become an important leader in the global digital economy.”  
Regarding the digitalized CPEC, participants from both countries contributed wonderful ideas. “We 
are working hard to build our communication network through cables from China to Karachi and 
other cities in Pakistan under the framework of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.  In the fu-
ture, whether it is Xinjiang, Karachi, or Gwadar Port, the digital corridor will make a huge difference,” 
Marouf Ali Shahani, COO of Cyber Network Company, introduced. “In 2023, Beijing’s digital economy has 
achieved an added value of 1.8 trillion-yuan, accounting for 42.9% of the region’s GDP.” —DNA

Services exports 
increase by 1.80% 
to $7.129 bln in 11 

months
ISLAMABAD: The exports of services during the 
first eleven months of the fiscal year (2023-24) 
increased by 1.80 percent as compared to the ex-
ports of the corresponding period of the last year. 
During July-May 2023-24, exports of services were 
recorded at $7.129 billion as against the exports of 
$7.004 billion during the same period of last year, 
according to the data of the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS). During the period under review, the 
services imports into the country grew by 16.93 
percent and it was registered at $9.229 billion as 
compared to the import of $7.892 billion in the 
same period last year. On a year-on-year basis, 
the services exports from the country grew by 
7.90 percent in May 2024 as compared to the 
exports of the same month of last year. In May 
2024, services valued at $687.91 million were 
exported as compared to exports of $637.54 mil-
lion in the same month of last year. The imports 
of services into the country however, decreased 
by 10.11 percent during the period under review 
as it was recorded at $881.04 million against 
$980.17. On month on month basis, the services 
exports increased by 6.48 percent and imports 
by 5.76 percent respectively in May 2024 as com-
pared to April 2024. During May 2024, the ser-
vices exports were recorded at $687.91 million 
as compared to the exports of $646.03 million 
of the previous month, whereas imports were 
registered at $881.04 million as compared to the 
imports of $833.06 billion of last month.—DNA

At present, there’re 142 Pakistani students studying at Northwest 
A&F University, one of China’s top agricultural universities located 

in Yangling, Gwadar Pro reported on Thursday
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Multipolarity and America Israeli lies about  
Gaza hospitalsT he gradual crumbling that left unaltered the face of the whole,” writes 

the German philosopher G. W. F. Hegel in his Phenomenology of Spir-
it, “is cut short by a sunburst which, in one flash, illuminates the fea-

tures of the new world.” What he has described are the nodal points where, 
after the contradictions within totalities intensify, conditions are created for 
great ruptures for qualitative leaps into new worlds. This is what multipolarity 
signifies. It is a geopolitical revolution, a qualitative leap into a radically new 
world. It is premised on the intensification of the contradictions inherent in 
the Western imperialist system, especially the unipolar form it took since 1991 
when it had free reign to dominate the world after the fall of the Eastern so-
cialist bloc. That was a time when the West proclaimed, laughably, that we had 
arrived at the “end of history.” The subject for this proclamation, of course, was 
Francis Fukuyama – but he spoke on behalf of the arrogance and hubris of the 
Western world as a whole. The West’s short-lived fantasy of the end of history 
has itself come to an end. As Vladimir Putin said in a seminal speech of Sep-
tember 2022, “The world has entered a period of a fundamental, revolutionary 
transformation.” In proclaiming the end of history, the West showed an igno-
rance of the best insights its thinkers have provided to the world. How absurd 
is it that the civilization that gave birth to Heraclitus and Goethe and Hegel 
and Marx could come to naively accept such a static and historical position? It 
was Heraclitus who taught us that “everything flows and nothing abides” and 
that “everything gives way and nothing stays fixed.” It was Goethe, speaking 
through Mephistopheles in Faust, the greatest work in the history of German 
literature, who wrote that “all that comes to be deserves to perish wretchedly.” 
The unipolar world, dominated by the US and its NATO junior partners, came 
to be in the last decade of the 20th century. But, as Mephistopheles might have 
predicted, three decades later, we are seeing it perish wretchedly. We are in 
a period of transition where the drive, as Pepe Escobar has written, “towards 
a multipolar, multinodal, polycentric world” is evident. Putin, in his speech at 
the recent St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF), called it a 
“harmonic multipolar world.” Here too, Putin is developing insights that should 
not be foreign to the West. “The world’s virtue,” wrote the great Pythagoras, “is 
harmony.” It is one that contains within it a relational complementarity between 
the many. It is a world, as Mexican economist Oscar Rojas has written, where 
nations and civilizations can function as Free Associated Producers – sovereign, 
unhindered by external powers seeking to unilaterally impose their will on the 
world. The expansion of multipolar institutions such as BRICS+, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, the Eurasian Economic Union, and others are begin-
ning to build the skeleton for the new world. The proposals for a new BRICS+ 
payment infrastructure and an “apolitical, transactional form of cross-border 
payments,” called The Unit, which is “anchored in gold (40%) and BRICS+ cur-
rencies (60%),” signifies significant steps toward de-dollarization – an integral 
component of breaking US global dominance and building a multipolar world. As 
an American, I inhabit a world that is crumbling wretchedly. 

After seven months of arbitrary detention, the release of Dr. Mohammed 
Abu Salmiya, Director of Al-Shifa Medical Complex, by Israeli occupa-
tion forces without any charges shatters the mountain of lies that Is-

raeli propaganda has long promoted about him and hospitals in Gaza. Dr. Abu 
Salmiya was released alongside 50 other detainees from Gaza on Monday via 
the Kissufim crossing east of Deir al-Balah in central Gaza. This release brings 
back to light the crimes committed by occupation forces in Al-Shifa Medical 
Complex. These forces had previously claimed the hospital was a key center for 
Hamas, destroying most of its buildings through repeated incursions and com-
mitting horrific massacres inside before withdrawing, without ever providing 
any serious evidence to support their claims. As videos of Dr. Abu Salmiya’s 
release alongside his comrades spread, questions arose among observers and 
activists: Why did Israel detain Abu Salmiya and his colleagues? Why did it burn 
down Al-Shifa Medical Complex and kill patients there? Mads Gilbert, former 
head of the Norwegian medical team to Gaza, said, “We salute the resilience 
of the detained doctors, including Abu Salmiya and the others who should not 
have been detained in the first place amid the larger number of detainees from 
Gaza.” Speaking to Al Araby TV from Oslo, he added, “Despite the torture Abu 
Salmiya faced, he promised to rebuild Al-Shifa Medical Complex and Gaza’s 
health system.” Gilbert confirmed that after Abu Salmiya’s release without 
charges, “the majority of Norwegians now see through the Israeli lies and want 
to boycott Israel and impose sanctions on it. Every week, there are widespread 
demonstrations, especially from medical workers, against the violations faced by 
medical teams in Gaza.” He continued, “What we see today is further division in 
Israel, with Netanyahu’s government losing strength, which is significant. Addition-
ally, the release of Abu Salmiya once again confirms that there is no evidence that 
hospitals in Gaza were used as military centers, showing the Israeli narrative about 
hospitals to be a huge lie.” Bloggers noted that the biggest proof of Israeli lies and 
brutality towards medical staff and facilities is the release of Dr. Mohammed Abu 
Salmiya and his colleagues after more than seven months of detention, during which 
they could not prove any of their claims despite all the psychological and physical 
torture exerted. Others added that this means Israel destroyed the hospital and 
committed horrific massacres, turning it into mass graves without any justification. 
Therefore, Israel must be held accountable for its crimes and added to its record 
of offenses against the healthcare sector in Gaza. In his first statements after his 
release, Dr. Mohammed Abu Salmiya confirmed that the occupation did not present 
any charges against him, indicating that his detention was political. He mentioned 
that he was detained on November 22, 2023, while passing through the Netzarim 
corridor, which the occupation claimed to be a safe passage after the army had 
stayed for 13 days in Al-Shifa Medical Complex. He added, “During that time, I was 
in contact with the coordinator and officers. Afterwards, we left in a UN convoy 
under their eyes to transport patients.
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American exceptionalism and ethical dilemma 

US arms to Baltics: An aggressive move against Russia

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer American exceptionalism is the idea that the United 
States has a moral duty to lead by example and to 
promote its values globally. This faith is rooted in 

the country’s founding principles and reinforced by his-
torical events such as the American Revolution and the 
subsequent development of a democratic republic. How-
ever, this self-assigned role as a global leader comes 
with significant moral challenges especially when it 
involves intervention in the affairs of other nations. 
Legislators and policymakers often deal with the eth-
ical implications of interfering in other countries’ do-
mestic matters. On one hand, there is the desire to 
support and spread democratic ideals, which are seen 
as universally beneficial. On the other hand, there is a 
need to respect the sovereignty and self-determination 
of other nations, recognizing that each country has its 
own unique cultural, political and social context.
The balance between promoting American values and re-
specting international sovereignty is delicate and fraught 
with tension. For instance, efforts to support democracy 
in authoritarian regimes or conflict-ridden regions can lead 
to accusations of imperialism or neocolonialism. Such in-
terventions, even if well intentioned, can be perceived as 
overreach and may provoke backlash both domestically and 
internationally. The use of military power, in particular, 
raises questions about the appropriate limits of force and 
the potential for unintended consequences, such as civilian 
casualties or long-term instability.
Policymakers must reconcile the nation’s influence and in-
terests with the rights and sovereignty of other nations. 
This often involves complex decision-making process-
es where the potential benefits of intervention must be 
weighed against the risks and ethical concerns. For exam-
ple humanitarian interventions aimed at preventing atroc-
ities may be morally justified but could also lead to pro-
longed conflicts or entanglements that undermine regional 
stability. The promotion of American values on the global 
stage can lead to significant clashes when these values are 
perceived as conflicting with existing international norms 
or the interests of other powerful states. The global po-
litical environment is inherently competitive, with various 
actors pursuing their own agendas and priorities. As such, 
the United States often finds itself in situations where its 
advocacy for democracy and human rights meet with resist-
ance or hostility. These clashes can complicate diplomatic 
relations and create obstacles to achieving broader for-
eign policy goals. As the nature of international relations 
evolves, new layers of complexity emerge, including ethical 
concerns and the need to redefine approaches and policies. 
The rise of new global powers, technological advancements 
and changing geopolitical dynamics all contribute to the in-
creasing intricacy of foreign policy decision-making. In this 
context, American legislators face the ongoing challenge 
of adapting to these changes while upholding democratic 
norms and respecting diverse global perspectives.
One of the key challenges to the policymakers in main-
taining a balance between American influence and in-
terests and recognizing the sovereignty of other nations 
is the need for a consistent and coherent foreign policy. 

Inconsistent or contradictory actions can undermine the 
credibility of American exceptionalism and lead to accu-
sations of hypocrisy. For example, supporting democratic 
movements in one country while maintaining alliances with 
authoritarian regimes in another can create a perception of 
double standards and erode trust in American leadership. 
Furthermore, the domestic political landscape also plays 
a crucial role in shaping foreign policy decisions. Public 
opinion, interest groups and political parties all influence 
how policymakers approach the concept of American ex-
ceptionalism and its application in international relations. 
Debates over the appropriate role of the United States in 
the world, the use of military power, and the prioritization 
of certain values or interests are common and often con-
tentious. These debates reflect the broader tensions within 
American society regarding the country’s identity and pur-
pose on the global stage.
The Puritans who settled in New England in the 17th cen-
tury believed they were establishing a “city upon a hill,” a 
model society that would exemplify moral righteousness 
and divine favor. The American Revolution reinforced this 
idea and the creation of a new nation based on principles 
of liberty, democracy and individual rights. The notion that 
America was a unique experiment in self-government and 
freedom became a central part of the national identity. 
Throughout the 19th century, this belief in American ex-
ceptionalism was bolstered by the country’s rapid expan-
sion and economic growth. Manifest Destiny, the idea that 
the United States was destined to expand across the con-
tinent, was both a reflection and a driver of this exception-
alism mindset. The belief in a special American mission 
also underpinned efforts to spread democracy and capital-
ism abroad, from the Monroe Doctrine to interventions in 
Latin America and beyond. American exceptionalism has 
profoundly influenced the country’s foreign policy. Poli-
cymakers often view the United States as a moral leader 
with a duty to promote democracy and human rights world-
wide. This has led to numerous interventions, both mili-
tary and diplomatic, aimed at shaping global affairs in line 
with American values. One notable example is the United 
States’ involvement in World War II and the subsequent 
establishment of the United Nations. The U.S. positioned 
itself as a defender of democracy against totalitarianism, 
leading the effort to create a new world order based on 
collective security and international cooperation. Similarly, 
during the Cold War, American exceptionalism justified a 
global struggle against communism, with the U.S. support-
ing democratic movements and regimes, sometimes at the 
expense of ethical considerations. In more recent times, 
the interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq were framed as 
efforts to spread democracy and combat terrorism. These 
actions were justified by the belief that the U.S. had a 
unique responsibility to lead and protect the free world. 
However, these interventions also highlighted the ethical 
and moral dilemmas inherent in American exceptionalism, 
as they led to significant loss of life, regional instability and 
questions about the true motives behind U.S. actions.
While American exceptionalism has been a driving force 
behind many of the United States’ international policies, it 

has also led to significant ethical and moral dilemmas. The 
belief in a unique American mission can create a sense of 
moral superiority, which sometimes leads to the justifica-
tion of actions that might otherwise be considered unethi-
cal. One such dilemma is the tension between promoting 
democracy and respecting national sovereignty. The U.S. 
has often supported regime change in countries where it 
perceives the government to be oppressive or undemocrat-
ic. While these actions are framed as efforts to liberate op-
pressed populations, they can also be seen as violations of 
national sovereignty and self-determination. The interven-
tions in Iraq and Libya, for example, have been criticized 
for creating power vacuums and instability, raising ques-
tions about the long-term consequences of such actions. 
Another ethical issue is the use of covert operations and 
support for authoritarian regimes when it suits Ameri-
can interests. During the Cold War, the U.S. supported 
dictators and repressive regimes that were seen as al-
lies against communism. This included backing military 
coups and providing support to regimes with poor hu-
man rights records. Such actions were often justified by 
the larger goal of containing communism, but they also 
contradicted the professed American commitment to de-
mocracy and human rights.
Despite its rhetoric of promoting global democracy and hu-
man rights, American foreign policy has often prioritized 
national interests. This can be seen in the U.S. approach 
to international trade, military alliances, and geopolitical 
strategy. While the promotion of American values is a stat-
ed goal, actions on the ground often reflect a more pragmat-
ic focus on maintaining economic and strategic advantages. 
For instance, the U.S. has been known to negotiate trade 
deals that favor American businesses and protect domestic 
industries, sometimes at the expense of partner countries. 
Similarly, military alliances such as NATO are designed to 
protect American and allied interests, but they can also 
be seen as mechanisms to project U.S. power globally. 
The balance between idealism and pragmatism is a con-
stant feature of American foreign policy, reflecting the 
complex interplay between the nation’s values and its 
interests. The perception of the United States as a glob-
al force for good is a key element of American excep-
tionalism. However, this perception is not universally 
shared. Many countries view U.S. actions with doubt, 
seeing them as driven more by self-interest than by a 
genuine commitment to democracy and human rights. 
This gap between perception and reality can undermine 
the effectiveness of American foreign policy and lead to 
accusations of hypocrisy. American exceptionalism is a 
deeply ingrained ideology that has significantly shaped 
the United States’ approach to international affairs. 
While it has inspired efforts to promote democracy and 
human rights, it has also led to ethical and moral dilem-
mas and a prioritization of national interests. The gap 
between the perception of the U.S. as a global force for 
good and the reality of its actions continues to influence 
its relationships with other nations. Understanding this 
complex dynamic is crucial for analyzing and predicting 
American foreign policy in the future.

I deally, in times of crisis, efforts at de-escala-
tion should replace alarmist narratives. That is 
precisely what is needed in the Baltic states of 

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia as the US continues to 
arm them, provoking Russia from its western sphere 
of influence. The US has urged NATO to increase its 
support to Baltic member states through speedy re-
inforcements as mentioned at the recently conclud-
ed NATO Washington Summit. However, the threat 
perception is misguided. America’s justification for 
propping up the region as a potential front should 
the Ukraine war spread is only plausible if there is 
an impending military attack from Russia. That is 
not the case. Tensions have escalated between the 
Baltic states and the Kremlin since the start of the 
Ukraine war due to the former’s unequivocal support 
for Ukraine.      Moscow has also made allegations 
that Soviet-era memorials were removed in Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania amid an intensification of the 
Ukraine war. A pair of US Air Force B-1B Lancer 
long-range missile carriers flew over the Baltic region 
today and took off from the British Fairford Air Force 
Base. The group was moving towards the Russian 
state border, and the Su-27 fighter jet was deployed 
to intercept it.   Unequivocal support from the Baltic 
countries – which are also NATO member states – for 
the Zelenskyy government in Kiev has irked the Putin 
administration and prompted his regime to undertake 
retaliatory measures, including placing senior offi-
cials such as Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas on 
a “wanted list” over the removal of Soviet-era memori-
als. The souring ties are concomitant with the US Air 
Force’s B-52 bombers flying over Baltic airspace to 
tackle possible airspace violations by Russian fighter 
jets. This includes flying close to the Russian exclave 
of Kaliningrad, which is sandwiched between Poland 
and Lithuania. However, the presence of American 
aerial combat operations has not resulted in direct 
confrontation by Moscow. Instead, Russia has opted 
for hybrid tactics such as jamming GPS signals of 
commercial f lights and satellite signals, as was the 
case with Russia jamming signals of a Royal Air Force 

aircraft in March 2024.
Russia’s decision to opt for hybrid warfare instead 
of military confrontation with the United States and 
its allies is based on the fact that a direct approach 
would be unwinnable and only result in greater inter-
national isolation. The latest violations of Lithuani-
an airspace by a Russian civilian aircraft headed to 
the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, a city sandwiched 
between Lithuania and Poland, has once again raised 
alarm bells in Vilnius. EU has imposed ➡️ a blanket 
flight ban on all Russian planes; ➡️ a press ban with RT 
and Sputnik news being banned;  ➡️ crippling sanctions 
against Russia and yet Russia is an “aggressor”?   As 
a consequence of the Ukraine war, Russian flights are 
banned from crossing through EU airspace, yet Mos-
cow has ignored these restrictions. It is important to 
note that the EU ban differs from a proposed NATO 
ban, which the military alliance has rejected because 
a full-scale direct confrontation is possible. Hence, 
there is no justification for America to increase its 
footprint in the Baltics over airspace violations. Also, 
Russia’s reported plans to declare part of the Baltic 
Sea as internal maritime waters have alarmed the Bal-
tic states, which have called for securing their shores 
with defence shields. However, internal divisions and 
fissures in the EU exist on how to tackle the Russian 
threat. Member states such as Germany are adopting 
a dualistic and hypocritical approach. On one hand, 
Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock called out Rus-
sia for carrying out hybrid attacks on Baltic states. 
But Berlin has also refused to supply Kiev with cruise 
missiles and termed the Nord Stream 2 pipeline as a 
private economic project rather than a Russian one 
after Moscow recognised two breakaway regions in 
Ukraine. This is evidence of a duplicitous approach 
towards Russia which will not change in the Balkans. 
Countries such as Estonia will continue to provide 
significant military aid to Ukraine, while Latvia will 
express support, as it did when French President 
Emmanuel Macron adopted a hawkish stance towards 
Moscow in March 2024. However, a full-scale Russian 
attack which justifies increased American troop pres-

ence in the Baltics remains questionable. Firstly, there 
is already a significant presence of American, French 
and German troops in the Baltics, such as at training 
bases in Estonia. Lithuania has also been hosting a 
German-led 1500-strong multinational battalion since 
2017. The presence of these troops has not resulted 
in Russia attacking the Baltics. And neither would 
boosting America’s military presence in the region 
change Russia’s tactics of violating airspace or engag-
ing in cyber-attacks. The cost of direct confrontation 
is way too high. Biden in 1997 saying that the only 
thing that could provoke a “vigorous and hostile” 
Russian response would be if NATO expanded as 
far as the Baltic states. Secondly, Lithuania’s call 
for having a US military battalion stationed indef-
initely has so far only coincided with skirmishes 
in Baltic airspace, cyber-attacks, diplomatic casti-
gation, and jamming of satellite signals, which is 
the standard modus operandi of the Putin regime. 
While there is no indication that Russia seeks to 
attack the Baltics, an increase in American troop 
presence could antagonize Moscow and heighten 
tensions in the region. Thirdly, Russia is currently 
bogged down by its war in Ukraine, which has been 
acknowledged by Estonia’s own annual state report 
of security threats of 2024. While the findings in-
dicate that Russia seeks to double the number of 
troops stationed along its borders, it also renders 
the possibility of a direct military attack on the 
West from Putin as “unlikely.” Russia is pressed by 
logistical problems in Ukraine and is sensitive to 
greater international isolation, which could further 
damage its economy. These factors are part of Pu-
tin’s strategic calculus, which the United States has 
not accounted for while justifying strengthening of 
defenses in the region. Based on the factors men-
tioned above, it is clear that the Ukraine conf lict 
will be kept within Ukraine as Russia opts for hy-
brid warfare to tackle seemingly ‘hostile’ neighbor-
ing states such as Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
For the US, there is no justification to boost its 
military presence in the Baltics.

Policymakers must 
reconcile the nation’s 

influence and interests with 
the rights and sovereignty 
of other nations. This often 
involves complex decision-
making processes where 

the potential benefits 
of intervention must be 

weighed against the risks 
and ethical concerns. For 

example humanitarian 
interventions aimed at 

preventing atrocities may 
be morally justified but 

could also lead to prolonged 
conflicts or entanglements 
that undermine regional 
stability. The promotion 

of American values on the 
global stage can lead to 
significant clashes when

Hamzah Rifaat

Russia’s decision to 
opt for hybrid warfare 

instead of military 
confrontation with 
the United States 

and its allies is based 
on the fact that a 

direct approach would 
be unwinnable and 

only result in greater 
international isolation. 
The latest violations of 

Lithuanian airspace by a 
Russian civilian aircraft 
headed to the Russian 

exclave of Kaliningrad, a 
city sandwiched between 

Lithuania and Poland, 
has once again raised 
alarm bells in Vilnius



wORLD / SPORTS06
Friday,  July 05 , 2024

IslamabadPOST

ouR coRReSponDentS

NEW DELHI : India´s T20 World 
Cup winners met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi after the Rohit 
Sharma-led unit returned home to 
a heroes´ welcome Thursday in 
New Delhi. The team was treated 
with shouts of “India, India” after 
it touched down at Delhi airport 
from the Caribbean, having been 
delayed for days by Hurricane 
Beryl. The team waved to the 
crowds and danced to drums and 
live music at their hotel before 
heading off to meet Modi at his 
residence. Rohit and his team 
wore Indian jerseys emblazoned 
with “Champions”, as broadcast-
ers showed images of them meet-
ing the premier. Modi posed for a 
photograph with the team before 
sitting down for a chat with the 
players. The team then left for 
Mumbai for an open-topped bus 
victory parade in the heart of In-
dia´s financial capital later in the 
day, which will end at Wankhede 
Stadium. Earlier in the morning, 
whistles and wild cheers greeted 
the players as they walked out 
from the arrivals area with gold 
medals around their necks, some 
giving a thumbs-up to their fans.
“This is surreal, watching my 
team with the World Cup,” emo-
tional fan Rohit Khanna told AFP. 
“I saw the 2011 triumph, but this 
is a moment I will never forget.” 
Despite monsoon rain, crowds 
gathered outside New Delhi´s air-

port long before dawn, waiting for 
a glimpse of their idols, who had 
beaten South Africa on Saturday 
in a thrilling final in Barbados. It 
was vice-captain Hardik Pandya 
who emerged first, wearing a 
Caribbean hat, and the crowd 
erupted when captain Rohit 
came out carrying the glitter-
ing trophy, which he hoisted 
into the air.

Star batsman Virat Kohli, whose 
hometown is Delhi, was given 
some of the loudest cheers as 
he waved to hundreds of fans. 
“It´s a dream for me to witness 
India return home from a World 
Cup,” said a shirtless fan with a 
Kohli tattoo on his chest. Last 
weekend´s win ended an 11-year 
global cricket trophy drought for 
India following their 2013 Cham-

pions Trophy win. Their last 
World Cup victory was at home 
in the 2011 50-over edition un-
der the captaincy of Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni. One fan held up 
a poster of coach Rahul Dravid. 
“Thank you, Mr Dependable”, 
it read. The final was the last 
match in charge for Dravid, 51, 
who was bounced in the air by 
the team during the post-match 

celebrations.
Rohit, Kohli and allrounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja all announced their 
retirement from T20 internation-
al cricket after the final. Plane 
tracking website, Flightradar24, 
said the special Air India charter 
had been the “most tracked flight 
for much of the last 15 hours”, as 
excited fans followed the team´s 
journey back from the Caribbean.

T20 WC Indian champions meet PM Modi 
The team was treated with shouts of ‘India, India’ after it touched down at Delhi airport
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‘Afghan soil 

must not 
be used 

to export 
terrorism’
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the Prime Minister empha-
sized financial and techni-
cal assistance to climate 
vulnerable countries en-
abling them to tackle the 
threat.                         He 
underlined the need for 
fundamental reforms of 
international financial ar-
chitecture to make it more 
effective, inclusive and eq-
uitable. He also called for 
implementation of Sustain-
able Development Goals.              
On SCO, Shehbaz Sharif 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s de-
termination to advance the 
SCO agenda in partnership 
with membership states 
to strengthen multilateral 
institutions and enhance 
global cooperation.

Pakistan 
to host 

SCO heads..
From Page 01

the organisation’s second 
most critical decision-mak-
ing body. She told the me-
dia that Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and senior 
cabinet members are cur-
rently visiting Kazakhstan 
for the SCO Council of 
Heads of State and SCO 
Plus Summits. Earlier, they 
also went to Tajikistan for 
a bilateral visit. During the 
SCO Summit in Astana, the 
prime minister also par-
ticipated in the inaugural 
Pakistan-Azerbaijan-Tur-
key Trilateral Summit. In 
Dushanbe, the focus of his 
meetings was enhancing 
comprehensive cooperation 
between Pakistan and Tajik-
istan on regional and global 
issues of mutual interest.

Labour 
tipped for 
historic...
From Page 01

potential seat count could 
vary between 391 and 466, 
while the Conservatives 
could range from 78 to 
129 seats. The pollster 
conducted interviews with 
47,758 voters across Great 
Britain from June 19 to 
July 2 to compile the data. 
The new survey paints a 
grim national outlook for 
the Tories, positioning 
them primarily as a party 
focused on the South East, 
South West, and East of 
England. They would like-
ly face near wipe out in the 
North East, North West, 
and Wales, regions where 
Boris Johnson previously 
enjoyed stronger support.

France’s 
far right 

unlikely...
From Page 01

RN and its allies are likely 
to obtain between 190 and 
220 seats. Meanwhile, the 
centre-right Republicans 
(LR) — who have allied with 
Le Pen — were projected 
to win between 30 and 50 
seats. This outcome would 
likely prevent the possibil-
ity of a far-right minority 
government supported by 
part of the LR parliamen-
tary group. The poll fol-
lowed the withdrawal of 
more than 200 candidates 
from various political 
parties who came in third 
in their constituencies in 
the first round, aiming 
to support the strongest 
candidate against the RN 
in the second round of 
voting on Sunday.

SC suspends 
LHC’s 

verdict, 
ECP... 

From Page 01
Constitution the power to 
appoint election tribunals 
was vested in the electoral 
body which could not be 
exercised by the high court.
The ECP had further con-
tended that Article 219 of 
the constitution did not 
expressly require consul-
tation by the commission 
with the chief justice of 
the high court concerned 
for appointing election 
tribunals or for allocating 
territorial jurisdiction to 
such election tribunals.

Ex-players to decide Babar
Azam’s captaincy: Naqvi

Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Mohsin Naqvi said that there is, however, no  
decision taken so far related to Babar Azam

SpoRtS DeSK

LAHORE: The chairman of the 
Pakistan Cricket Board, Mohsin 
Naqvi, stated on Thursday that 
former cricketers will decide 
the future of Babar Azam as the 
white-ball captain of the national 
side. However, Naqvi didn’t spec-
ify who those former cricketers 
would be. “There is, however, no 
decision taken so far related to 
Babar Azam,” the top cricket offi-
cial, who also serves as the coun-
try’s interior minister, told report-
ers in Lahore. “I’m only speaking 
to those former cricketers who 
are interested in the betterment 
of Pakistan cricket,” he added. 
Naqvi also said that one former 
cricketer, without revealing the 
name, has already shared a de-
tailed report on Pakistan cricket’s 
shortcomings. Pakistan had failed 
to qualify for the Super 8 round of 
the recently-concluded T20 World Cup 2024 after humiliating loss- es against India and the United States. “People are asking about 

surgery but one should not take 
any decision while you are angry. 
Hasty decisions can prove to be 
harmful more often than not,” 
Naqvi responded when asked 
about his earlier remarks about a 
major surgery in Pakistan cricket.  
Naqvi also didn’t seem too im-
pressed with the decision making 
of the selection committee.
“Whoever made wrong decisions in 
the selections committee will also 
be held accountable,” he said.
The PCB chief also said that he has 
called head coach Gary Kirsten and 
assistant coach Azhar Mahmood 
for a discussion on the Pakistan 
team’s performance. “Kisten has 
also submitted a detailed report on 
Pakistan team’s performance in the 
T20 World Cup,” Naqvi added. Naq-
vi admitted that he is also looking 
into “grouping and politics” in the 
Pakistan team. He also reiterated 
that players’ inclusion in the na-
tional side will be directly linked to 
performance in domestic cricket.

PTI seeks 
urgent 

hearing...
From Page 01

constituencies and one 
national assembly constit-
uency were missing from 
the ECP website and all 
these constituencies fall 
in Lahore.  He stated that 
it disclosed that the ECP 
had uploaded Form-46s as 
substitute of Form-45s to 
cover the void. PTI Spokes-
person declared that the 
worst rigged, controversial 
and non-transparent gen-
eral elections were held in 
the history of the country 
on February 8, which was 
evident from the voices be-
ing raised against the polls 
fraud at national and inter-
nal level. He went on to say 
that Liaquat Chatta, Com-
missioner Rawalpindi, dur-
ing a press conference on 
February 17, exposed the 
central characters and pro-
tagonists of the rigged elec-
tions.  PTI Spokesperson 
contended that a systematic 
conspiracy was hatched to 
keep PTI out of the elec-
toral process and political 
arena for two years, from 
April 9, 2022, to February 
8, 2024 to get favourable 
polls results fraudulently.

PTI leaders 
dispel 

rumours...
From Page 01

He said some elements 
wanted to pressurize PTI 
lawmakers but PTI MNAs 
wanted to make it clear 
that all MNAs were unit-
ed and will remain part 
of Imran Khan’s team. 
On the occasion, Shibli 
Faraz said that, “We are all 
elected people, we are be-
ing humiliated. We came 
to meet our leader which 
was our right as Imran 
Khan is the former Prime 
Minister of the country”. 
He said the PTI wanted 
to seek permission from 
DC Islamabad for a rally 
in Islamabad but the local 
administration didn’t allow 
them and also arrested 
PTI leader Amir Mughal. 
He said, “We have come to 
the assemblies after fight-
ing elections”. Shibli said: 
“Nowadays, some people 
were launched and they 
want to break the party”. 
He said, “we all agree with 
allegiance to our leader 
Imran Khan. We have no 
differences as on February 
8, the masses had voted 
for Imran Khan”.

Leghari 
admits 

to high...
From Page 01

Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif’s directive, empha-
sised Minister Leghari, 
aims to mitigate the impact 
on consumers, highlighting 
the government’s absorp-
tion of a substantial burden 
amounting to 440 billion ru-
pees, translating to 5.76 ru-
pees per unit. “In my three 
months in office, we’ve 
prioritized strategies to 
alleviate electricity costs,” 
Leghari assured, adding 
that the goal is to achieve 
substantial reductions with-
in eighteen months.

Rs 5.72 
per unit 

increase... 
From Page 01

According to the govern-
ment sources, the decision 
of the federal cabinet will 
be sent to Nepra for uni-
form tariff. Following the 
approval of Nepra, the fed-
eral government will issue a 
notification to increase the 
basic tariff of electricity. 
According to the sources, 
under the IMF conditions, 
the federal government will 
have to increase the basic 
electricity tariff by July 10. 
As per the decision of Ne-
pra, the increase in the ba-
sic tariff of electricity will 
have an additional burden 
of about Rs600 billion on 
the electricity consumers.

2 terrorists 
killed in...

From Page 01
fire between the law en-
forcers and suspects. The 
slain suspect mastermind-
ed a bus attack in Chilas in 
December last year, which 
led to several casualties. 
On Wednesday, security 
forces conducted an intel-
ligence-based operation 
(IBO) in Bajaur district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and killed a terroristcom-
mander during an intense 
exchange of fire.

Arshad departs for diamond 
league ahead of PO

LAHORE: Pakistan’s pre-
mier javelin thrower Ar-
shad Nadeem departed for 
Paris late Wednesday night 
to take part in the Diamond 
League which will be held 
in France’s capital on July 
7.
It will be a testing event for 
Arshad to know his fitness 
and form before the Paris 
Olympics which will begin 
from July 26.  Arshad re-
cently missed an event in 
Finland due to calf muscle 
strain which he developed 
just before flying for Fin-
land. His management and 
federation decided to skip 
the event keeping in view 
the approaching Olympics 
in Paris where Arshad will 
be Pakistan’s sole med-

al-winning hope. Arshad’s 
England-based doctor Dr 
Ali Sher Bajwa also has 
come to Pakistan and has 
checked his fitness and is 
happy with the way Arshad 
has achieved fitness. Bajwa 
was also scheduled to ac-
company Arshad to Paris 
for Diamond League. Dr 
Bajwa will also accompany 
Arshad during the Paris 
Olympics. He has been as-
sociated with him for the 
last few years and was also 
with him during the World 
Championship in the US in 
2022.Recently a laser sur-
gery on Arshad’s right knee 
was conducted in England.  
Arshad’s coach Salman Butt 
is optimistic about Arshad’s 
fitness and form.  “Yes, he 

is in good nick now. He is 
fit. We have done our job 
and let’s see how it goes,” 
Butt told The News. Arshad 
also did training at the Pun-
jab Stadium on Wednesday 
morning in the scorching 
heat. Arshad, Butt and Dr 
Bajwa were scheduled to 
fly out of here for Paris 
at 3am for the Diamond 
League. It is an invitational 
event in which the world’s 
best athletes compete. It 
carries decent prize mon-
ey. It will be after one year 
that Arshad will compete in 
any event. After claiming 
silver medal in the World 
Championship in Hunga-
ry last year, Arshad had 
to miss a few events also 
including the Hangzhou 

Asian Games due to knee 
injury. He struggled all the 
way for achieving fitness 
and eventually underwent 
surgery in England which 
helped him recover. After 
featuring in the Diamond 
League, Arshad will return 
home on July 8 and will un-
dergo a few days training 
at Lahore before flying 
back to Paris on July 24 to 
take part in the Olympics. 
Arshad will get around 12 
days to acclimatise be-
fore his August 6 meet in 
Olympics. Arshad’s per-
sonal best throw is 90.18m 
which he managed at the 
2022 Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games. He 
finished fifth in the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.—APP

wimbledon craves Murray  
magic, Djokovic in action

 LONDON: Andy Murray launches his Wimbledon farewell alongside his brother Jamie in the men’s doubles on Thursday 
as Novak Djokovic and Iga Swiatek target the third round. Murray, the champion in 2013 and 2016, was desperate for one last 
crack at the singles but ran out of time after recent surgery to remove a spinal cyst. The British former world number one still 
has a chance to wave goodbye to his adoring fans in both the men’s doubles and mixed doubles as he treads the turf for a final 
time, 19 years after his Wimbledon debut. “I’m hoping maybe for a bit of closure. I just want the opportunity to play one more 
time out there, hopefully on Centre Court, and feel that buzz,” the 37-year-old said before the tournament started. Murray is a 
three-time Grand Slam singles champion but has form in the doubles – teaming up with Jamie to help Britain win the 2015 Davis 
Cup. Andy Murray gets fans’ vote as Brits take centre stage at Wimbledon 
The Murrays will face Australian pair Rinky Hijikata and John Peers on Thursday, with the decibel count expected to soar. 
Andy Murray is also scheduled to play mixed doubles with British compatriot and former US Open champion Emma Raducanu. 
Seven-time champion Novak Djokovic is back in action against British rookie Jacob Fearnley on day four of the tournament. The 
Serb’s injury at the French Open – forcing him to pull out before his quarter-final against Casper Ruud – raised doubts over 
whether he would be fit for Wimbledon. But just weeks after he had a knee operation, it was business as usual for the 37-year-old 
in the first round. He dropped just five games against Czech qualifier Vit Kopriva in an emphatic display of his ageless power. 
The world number two is seeking to equal Roger Federer’s record of eight Wimbledon men’s titles and is aiming for a re-
cord 25th Grand Slam title. Djokovic was pretty relaxed about the prospect of facing Fearnley, who can boast wins over de-
fending Wimbledon champion Carlos Alcaraz and world number one Jannik Sinner in his junior days. “I haven’t seen him 
hit,” he said. “I don’t know really anything about him so I’ll have to do my homework. “Obviously him being British, he’s 
going to have the crowd. You never like to play the British at Wimbledon. But, you know, I’m looking forward.” Women’s 
world number one Swiatek, who has never been beyond the quarter-finals at the All England Club, is on a winning streak 
of 20 matches after a comfortable straight-sets victory over Sofia Kenin. The top-seeded Pole, chasing a sixth Grand Slam 
title, faces Croatia’s Petra Martic on Centre Court after Djokovic starts the programme. British players dominate the ear-
ly action on Court No. 1, with the country’s women’s number one, Katie Boulter, taking on compatriot Harriet Dart. They 
will be followed by Jack Draper, Britain’s leading man, who plays Cameron Norrie, a semi-finalist at his home Grand Slam 
in 2022. French Open runner-up Alexander Zverev, the Wimbledon fourth seed, is last on the list on Court One, taking on 
US player Marcos Giron, ranked 46th. Elena Rybakina, the 2022 women’s champion, plays Germany’s Laura Siegemund 
while two-time finalist Ons Jabeur takes on US qualifier Robin Montgomery.—DNA

wCL2024 : 
England outclass 

SA by nine wickets
LONDON : England outclassed South Africa by nine wick-
ets in the third match of the World Championship of Legends 
2024 in Birmingham. The home side chased down the tar-
get in the 11th over with Phil Mustard dominating the run 
chase. Skipper Kevin Pietersen brought the flair to the chase, 
smashing 11-ball 28. Mustard remained unbeaten on 35-ball 
84 which included six fours and nine sixes. Ian Bell contrib-
uted 18 on 20 balls.   Earlier, South Africa only managed 137 
after being asked to bat first. The start was not great with 
captain Jacques Kallis getting dismissed by RJ Sidebottom af-
ter scoring 13 runs off 30 balls. His partner, Herschelle Gibbs 
put up a quick 26 runs off 19 balls, maintaining an impressive 
strike rate of 136.84 before being bowled out by Owais Shah. 
Ajmal Shahzad and Owais Shah kept the pressure in the mid-
dle overs by taking wickets at regular intervals. At the back-
end, wicketkeeper Dane Vilas provided some stability with 
16 runs off 17 balls. Ryan McLaren contributed a valuable 22 
runs off 24 balls. Vernon Philander remained not out, scoring 
14 runs off 12 balls. The innings concluded with Rory Klein-
veldt scoring a quick 21 runs off 15 balls. Bopara was the pick 
of the bowler, picking three wickets in eight balls while Owais 
Shah took 3/23.—APP

ICC reveals 
nominees for Player 

of the Month
DUBAI : The International Cricket Council (ICC) on 
Thursday announced the shortlists of nominees for the 
ICC Player of the Month awards for June. Two stars, 
Jasprit Bumrah and Rohit Sharma, of India’s sensation-
al T20 World Cup win in the USA and West Indies, along 
with Afghanistan’s Rahmanullah Gurbaz, are part of the 
shortlists for the ICC Men’s Player of the Month. “India’s 
frontline pacer Jasprit Bumrah swept the ICC Player of 
the Tournament after scintillating displays of fast bowling 
throughout June, earning his third nomination for the Player 
of the Month awards,” the ICC said in a press release. “His 
compatriot Rohit Sharma skippered India to their first ICC 
silverware in 13 years and is shortlisted having topped 
his side’s runscoring charts. “Completing the lineup is 
Afghanistan’s electric opening batter Rahmanullah Gur-
baz, who lit up the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup, ending as 
the tournament’s top run-getter.” The ICC Women’s Play-
er of the Month shortlist contains England batter Maia 
Bouchier, who will be keen to win her second Women’s 
Player of the Month. Sri Lanka’s Vishmi Gunaratne, who 
stole the limelight in their home ODI series against West 
Indies after winning the Player of the Series award, is 
also part of the shortlists. The final nominee is India’s 
Smriti Mandhana, seeking to win her first ICC Women’s 
Player of the Month courtesy superb showing with the 
bat against South Africa.—APP



 BUSINESS / wORLD Friday,  July 05 , 2024
IslamabadPOST

mumtaz ahmeD bhatti

I n the contemporary Islamic 
world, Engineer Muhammad 
Ali Mirza stands as a beacon 

of change and enlightenment, 
having initiated a religious rev-
olution that is unprecedented in 
many centuries. His impact is 
especially profound among Mus-
lim youths, who had long been 
disillusioned by the divisive and 
often misleading rhetoric propa-
gated by various Muslim sects.  
For centuries, Islamic scholarship 
has been dominated by sectarian 
interpretations and narratives 
that often served the interests of 
religious authorities rather than 
the pursuit of truth. Many reli-

gious scholars from various sects 
have been accused of selectively 
quoting the Quran and Hadiths—
Islam’s foundational texts—to 
support their doctrinal positions.  
These scholars frequently told 
fictitious stories aimed at rein-
forcing their authority and se-
curing financial gain, creating 
a culture of dependency among 
their followers. They discour-
aged independent study of the 
Quran and Hadiths, promoting 
the idea that their interpreta-
tions should be accepted with-
out question. Against this back-
drop, Engineer Muhammad Ali 
Mirza emerged as a revolution-
ary figure.  Unlike traditional 
scholars, he advocates for a di-
rect and unfiltered engagement 
with Islamic texts. His approach 
is characterized by a meticulous 
and transparent use of referenc-
es from the Quran and Hadiths. 
By providing verse and hadith 
numbers, he empowers his au-
dience to verify his claims inde-
pendently, thereby fostering a 
culture of critical thinking and 
personal study.  Engineer Mu-
hammad Ali Mirza’s emphasis 
on authentic sources and his 
rejection of fabricated stories 
have resonated deeply with the 
educated youth. As education 

levels rise among Muslims, 
more individuals are equipped 
to engage with religious texts 
.  This shift has created a sig-
nificant challenge for tradition-

al scholars, whose authority is 
increasingly questioned by a 
generation that values evidence 
over blind faith.One of the most 
notable aspects of Engineer Mu-
hammad Ali Mirza’s work is his 
challenge to sectarianism. By 
focusing on the core teachings 
of Islam as found in the Quran 
and Hadiths, he transcends the 
divisions that have long plagued 
the Muslim world.  His message 
emphasizes the shared beliefs 
and values that unite Muslims, 
rather than the differences that 
divide them. This inclusive ap-
proach has made him a unifying 

figure, attracting followers from 
diverse sectarian backgrounds. 
The rise of Engineer Muham-
mad Ali Mirza has put tradi-
tional religious authorities on 
the defensive. Accustomed to 
a position of unquestioned au-
thority, these scholars now face 
a growing demand for transpar-
ency and accountability. Many 
have attempted to discredit him 
through personal attacks and fat-
was, but such efforts have large-
ly backfired. Instead of diminish-
ing his influence, these actions 
have often highlighted the reluc-
tance of traditional scholars to 
engage in open and honest de-
bate.The revolution sparked by 
Engineer Muhammad Ali Mirza 
represents a broader shift in Is-
lamic scholarship.  The increas-
ing accessibility of education 
and information technology has 
democratized religious knowl-
edge, breaking the monopoly 
once held by traditional schol-
ars. Muslims, especially the 
youth, are now more capable 
and willing to study religious 
texts independently, leading to 
a more informed and engaged 
community.This new era of 
scholarship is characterized 
by a return to primary sources 
and a commitment to intellectu-

al honesty. It encourages Mus-
lims to seek knowledge directly 
from the Quran and Hadiths, 
guided by reason and evidence 
rather than sectarian bias. This 
approach not only enhances in-
dividual understanding but also 
fosters a more cohesive and har-
monious Muslim community. En-
gineer Muhammad Ali Mirza has 
initiated a religious revolution 
that is reshaping the landscape of 
Islamic scholarship. His empha-
sis on authentic sources, critical 
thinking, and unity has resonated 
with a generation of Muslims ea-
ger for truth and transparency. As 
traditional religious authorities 
grapple with this new reality, the 
Muslim world stands on the brink 
of a new era—one where truth is 
guided by evidence, and unity is 
built on shared principles. This 
transformation is not without its 
challenges, but it holds the promise 
of a more enlightened and harmoni-
ous future for Muslims worldwide. 
Engineer Muhammad Ali Mirza’s 
legacy will likely be remembered 
as a turning point in the history of 
Islamic thought, marking the begin-
ning of a movement towards a more 
authentic and inclusive understand-
ing of Islam.

The views expressed in the 
article are writer’s own.

Engineer M Ali Mirza’s ‘’religious revolution’ 

Briefs
Pro-

Palestinian 
group scales 

Australia’s 
parliament

SYDNEY : Protesters 
scaled Australia’s national 
parliament on Thursday, 
unfurling banners reading 
“Palestine will be free”, and 
accusing Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese of com-
plicity in the Gaza war.
The small protest follows 
recent divisions within the 
Labor government, which 
suspended a Muslim sen-
ator who crossed the floor 
to vote in favour of Austral-
ia recognising a Palestin-
ian state.Senator Fatima 
Payman said she had been 
“exiled” after supporting 
the parliamentary mo-
tion -- put forward by the 
Greens party -- in defiance 
of government policy. Like 
many of its Western allies, 
Australia does not recog-
nise a Palestinian state. 
Canberra has expressed 
its support for an eventual 
two-state solution.  Protest 
group Renegade Activists 
told Australian media they 
would “not forget” and “not 
forgive” Albanese, accusing 
him of complicity in the 
Gaza Strip’s bloodiest-ever 
war. Clad in black and wear-
ing traditional Palestinian 
keffiyeh scarves, the small 
group of protesters climbed 
the facade at the entrance 
to Australia’s parliament 
before rolling out several 
large black-and-white ban-
ners. Opposition senator 
James Paterson said it was 
a “serious breach of the par-
liament’s security”.—APP

Armed group 
attacks Mali 

wedding
BAMAKO : The assault that 
claimed at least 21 lives, 
believed to be carried out 
by extremists, exposes the 
vulnerability of civilians and 
the ongoing battle against 
extremist violence in the 
region. An armed group 
attacked a wedding cere-
mony in central Mali and 
killed at least 21 people, 
residents said Wednesday, 
as the West African nation’s 
military rulers struggle to 
combat growing violence 
by militants. The assailants 
rode on motorcycles into 
Djiguibombo village in the 
town of Bandiagara on Mon-
day evening as residents 
celebrated the couple, ac-
cording to Bakary Guindo, 
president of the local youth 
group. “Most of the victims 
had their throats slit,” Guin-
do said. Resident Hamidou 
Saye said the attackers sur-
rounded the large number 
of attendees. No group has 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, but it follows 
the pattern of ones by the 
al Qaeda-linked JNIM terror 
group which often targets 
the region. Communities 
across central and northern 
Mali have been in the grip 
of such violence since 2012. 
Militants were forced from 
power in northern cities the 
following year, with the help 
of recently expelled French 
troops. The militants have 
regrouped and launched at-
tacks on remote villages and 
security forces. —APP

Colombian 
dens of 
iniquity 

recycled to 
serve victims

MEDELLíN : In a mansion 
with golden faucets and an 
oyster-shaped bathtub, Co-
lombian paramilitary fight-
ers and drug lords once 
planned the most horrific 
crimes. Now, the opulent 
property will be put to the 
service of their victims.
In Medellin, the luxury 
Montecasino estate was a 
venue for planning the as-
sassinations of presidential 
candidates and massacres 
of rural people accused of 
supporting leftist guerril-
las, according to the testi-
mony of former hitmen.
It was owned by brothers 
Carlos, Vicente and Fidel 
Castano -- heads of the Unit-
ed Self-Defense Forces of 
Colombia (AUC), a US-des-
ignated “terrorist” organiza-
tion set up to fight the FARC 
guerrilla group and known 
for human rights abuses. 
Murderous drug kingpin 
Pablo Escobar attended 
meetings and parties hosted 
at the house in El Poblado, 
Medellin’s most exclusive 
neighborhood. With its mar-
ble floors and immense gar-
dens, the house was seized 
by the state in 2010 after the 
brothers’ demise. —APP

Air pollution 
causes 7.2% 

deaths in 
Indian cities

NEW DELHI : Some 7.2% of 
deaths reported in 10 major 
Indian cities are caused by 
air pollution, a new study 
said on Thursday. The study 
by The Lancet Planetary 
Health claimed significant 
associations between short-
term exposure to fine par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5) and 
daily mortality rates across 
multiple cities in India, 
which last year surpassed 
China as the world’s most 
populous nation. Done by 
an international team of 
researchers, this study is 
the first of its kind to ana-
lyze the acute effects of 
air pollution on mortality. 
The research, from 2008 
to 2019, encompassed over 
3.6 million deaths. Delhi, 
India’s capital, saw the 
highest impact, with 12,000 
deaths due to air pollution 
annually, or 11.5% of the 
total. The country’s current 
recommendation of 60 mi-
crograms of PM2.5 per cu-
bic meter (35.3 cubic feet) 
is four times higher than 
the guidelines from the 
UN’s World Health Organ-
ization (WHO). Even cities 
with lower pollution levels, 
like Mumbai, Kolkata, and 
Chennai, had high death 
rates. The study found a 
significant increase in mor-
tality risk, suggesting that 
there is no safe threshold 
for PM2.5 exposure. This 
is particularly concerning 
given that air pollution lev-
els in many Indian cities fre-
quently exceed both Indian 
and WHO guidelines. Some 
7.2% of all daily deaths in 
the cities studied could be 
attributed to PM2.5 con-
centrations exceeding the 
WHO’s 24-hour guideline 
of 15 micrograms per cubic 
meter.—APP

Japan records 
500 deaths

 due to 
dementia

TOKYO : Japan records 
19,000 missing people, 500 
deaths due to dementiaThe 
country’s National Police 
Agency recorded that 
19,039 people went miss-
ing, which is up 330 from 
2022. It is the largest since 
the police began compiling 
data in 2012, the public 
broadcaster NHK report-
ed. Of all missing persons, 
police found 18,175 people 
alive, while 502 were con-
firmed dead. Some 250 
were still missing at the end 
of last year. The central Hy-
ogo province reported the 
highest number of such cas-
es at 2,094, while the Osaka 
province recorded 2,016 
and Saitama 1,912.—APP

Tokyo shares 
close at new 
all-time high

TOKYO :Tokyo shares 
surged to a new record close 
on Thursday, as bullish glob-
al investors drive up US tech 
stocks. The benchmark Nik-
kei 225 index climbed 0.82 
percent, or 332.89 points, to 
40,913.65, while the broad-
er Topix index added 0.92 
percent, or 26.29 points, 
to 2,898.47. The Nikkei 
marked five straight winning 
sessions -- lifted by the con-
tinued strength of US tech 
shares on the back of falling 
US bond yields, as well as 
the yen’s weakness and ris-
ing commodity prices.  “The 
risk-on mood continued,” 
IwaiCosmo Securities said.  
Tokyo and other major global 
shares have steadily gained 
since last year, with the Nik-
kei surpassing the 40,000 
mark for the first time in 
March. The month before, 
the Nikkei finally broke 
through a record high set 
just before an asset bubble in 
Japan catastrophically burst 
in the early 1990s.

Bitcoin 
drops below 

$59,000
LONDON : The price of 
Bitcoin decreased below 
$59,000 by dropping around 
4% in value within the last 
24-hour period. The current 
price of Bitcoin is at around 
$58,200, as of 0750GMT, and 
its market cap dropped to 
$1.15 trillion. Bitcoin’s trans-
action volume in the last 24-
hour period was around $35 
billion. Last week, Bitcoin 
saw over $63,000 level and 
over $70,000 in June. Ethe-
rium’s value also dropped by 
5% to $3,180 during the last 
24 hours. The crypto mon-
ey market’s size, including 
Bitcoin, narrowed by 4.3% 
to $2.16 trillion, according 
to data by Coinmarketcap, 
a digital asset price-tracking 
website.—APP

Lukashenko suggests adopting  
Belarus-Pak coop roadmap

During the con-
versation, Alek-

sandr Lukashen-
ko mentioned his 
friendly relations 
with Nawaz Sha-
rif, the brother 

of the incumbent 
Pakistani prime 
minister, who 

also headed up 
the government 

several years ago

Dna

ASTANA: Belarusian President 
Aleksandr Lukashenko met with 
Prime Minister of Pakistan She-

hbaz Sharif during the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization sum-
mit in Astana on 4 July, BelTA 
has learned. The Belarusian head 
of state suggested finalizing and 
approving a bilateral cooperation 
roadmap. Shehbaz Sharif renewed 
his invitation to the Belarusian 
head of state to visit Pakistan. Alek-
sandr Lukashenko thanked him for 
the meeting and significant help to 
fast-track Belarus’ accession to the 
SCO as a full member. “Thank you 
for the cordial and friendly atmos-
phere of all our meetings at various 
international forums, including this 
one,” said the Belarusian leader. Al-
eksandr Lukashenko congratulated 
Shehbaz Sharif on his recent elec-
tion as Pakistan’s Prime Minister. 
“I will try my best to visit Pakistan 
by the end of the year,” said the 
Belarusian leader. “There will be 
a number of bilateral events this 
year. The joint intergovernmental 
commission is to convene in Sep-
tember. Our prime minister is set 

to attend the meeting of the SCO 
heads of government in Pakistan 
in October. I will really appreciate 
if you find time to meet with him. At 
this meeting we could finalize our 
action plan going forward. And you 
and I could approve this plan – the 
road map - during my visit to Paki-
stan before the end of this year,” 
the president said.
“Probably, we are past the period 
when we were closely studying 
each other trying to figure out 
in what areas we could cooper-
ate. It’s time for us to move on to 
establishing the closest ties be-
tween our countries,” the Belaru-
sian leader added. During the con-
versation, Aleksandr Lukashenko 
mentioned his friendly relations 
with Nawaz Sharif, the brother of 
the incumbent Pakistani prime 
minister, who also headed up the 
government several years ago. 
The president hopes that Nawaz 
Sharif will also be in Islamabad 
during his visit.
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Turkiye prioritizes 
regional peace 

via vigorous 
diplomacy: Erdogan

Despite many hurdles, Türkiye working to build 
effective, inclusive international system to ensure 

global peace, says Recep Tayyip Erdogan

newS DeSK

ANKARA: Türkiye aims 
to ensure peace in its re-
gion and beyond through 
vigorous diplomacy based 
on people and human val-
ues, the country’s pres-
ident said on Thursday. 
“Despite all hurdles, we 
are working to build an 
effective, and inclusive 
international system to 
ensure peace, security, 
stability, and prosperity,” 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said at a Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization summit 
in Kazakhstan’s capital, 
Astana. Erdogan added 
that the ruins covering the 
Gaza Strip, under which 
the bodies of over 16,000 

innocent children lie, the 
victims of a nearly nine-
month-old Israeli offen-
sive, are also the wreck-
age of the international 
system which has lost its 
legitimacy as it failed to 
stop the slaughter.
 Israel has to be stopped, 
and forced to accept a 
permanent cease-fire 
in Gaza, he said, urging 
countries to increase 
pressure on the Israeli 
administration. Israel, 
f louting a UN Security 
Council resolution de-
manding an immediate 
cease-fire, has faced in-
ternational condemna-
tion amid its continued 
brutal offensive on Gaza 
since an Oct. 7, 2023 
attack by Palestinian 

group Hamas. More than 
38,000 Palestinians have 
since been killed, mostly 
women and children, and 
over 87,400 others in-
jured, according to local 
health authorities. Near-
ly nine months into the 
Israeli war, vast tracts 
of Gaza lie in ruins amid 
a crippling blockade of 
food, clean water, and 
medicine.Israel stands 
accused of genocide at 
the International Court 
of Justice, whose latest 
ruling ordered it to im-
mediately halt its mil-
itary operation in the 
southern city of Rafah, 
where over a million Pal-
estinians had sought ref-
uge from the war before 
it was invaded on May 6.

DRC court sentences  
25 soldiers to death  

 foReign DeSK

Twenty-five soldiers ac-
cused of fleeing fighting 
against M23 rebels in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) have been 
sentenced to death.The 
Butembo military court in 
North Kivu province hand-
ed the sentences down 
on Wednesday, deeming 
them guilty of fleeing the 
enemy, dissipation of war 
munitions and violation of 
orders.
“I find them guilty and 
sentence each of them to 
death,” said Colonel Ka-
beya Ya Hanu, president of 
the military court.

The tribunal was set up 
close to the scene of recent 
clashes between the Congo-
lese army and M23 fighters 
with the aim of discourag-
ing soldiers from fleeing 
the front line.
A total of 31 defendants, in-
cluding 27 soldiers and four 
of their civilian wives, ap-
peared before the military 
court during the one-day tri-
al, said Jules Muvweko, one 
of the defence lawyers. The 
four women were acquitted 
while one soldier was sen-
tenced to 10 years’ jail for 
robbery. The verdict for the 
last soldier was unclear.
In early May, eight Congo-
lese soldiers, including five 
officers, were sentenced 

to death in Goma, the pro-
vincial capital of North 
Kivu, for “cowardice” and 
“fleeing the enemy”. Moi-
se Hangi, a human rights 
activist, noted DRC’s gov-
ernment only recently lift-
ed a moratorium on the 
death penalty that was in 
place since 2003. “We are 
in danger of reaching the 
point where many military 
personnel are going to be 
candidates for this deci-
sion, rather than improv-
ing our security apparatus. 
This kind of decision will in-
creasingly weaken our mili-
tary and give more fear to 
those on all the front lines,” 
Hangi said. Last week, M23 
– the March 23 movement, 

which the United Nations 
claims is backed by Rwan-
da – seized several towns 
on the northern front of the 
conflict. Rwanda denies any 
involvement. Faced with 
the combined might of the 
Rwandan army and M23, 
Congolese troops have re-
peatedly retreated without 
a fight, news reports say. 
“Many units have less than 
half the number of soldiers 
they are supposed to have 
due to desertions and casu-
alties,” said Jason Stearns, 
a former UN investigator 
who now runs the Congo 
Research Group at New 
York University. “Above all, 
there is a lack of accounta-
bility and morale.”

Chinese premier 
calls for  int’l AI 

cooperation
SHANGHAI: Chinese Premier Li Qiang on Thursday called 
for global cooperation and a more open mindset in artificial 
intelligence, as a rivalry between Beijing and Washington 
heats up in the nascent tech field. China has raced to catch 
up with US tech companies in generative AI in particular, with 
the UN saying on Wednesday that Beijing was the top filer of 
generative AI patents globally. The US and other countries 
have reacted with alarm to Chinese technology that they claim 
can be used for espionage operations, with Washington revok-
ing licenses for some chip exports in April after China’s Huawei 
unveiled a computer powered by Intel AI technology. Chinese 
Premier Li on Thursday urged countries to adopt “more open 
mindsets” and promote international cooperation on AI. “Each 
country has its own advantages in its AI technology, data and mar-
ket, so we should engage in mutual cooperation and join forces,” 
Li said in a speech at the opening of the World AI Conference 
(WAIC) in Shanghai. Chinese tech companies are expected to 
unveil multiple new AI products at the multi-day international 
convention. AI governance in financial institutions and Pakistan’s 
conservative approach Li in his speech urged countries to pro-
mote “movement of data across borders, free trade of equipment 
and connectivity of infrastructure”. He warned that risks brought 
about by rapidly developing AI technology would also require con-
certed international attention. —APP

25 people drown 
in Sudan fleeing 

fighting
PORT SUDAN : Around 25 people have drowned in Su-
dan’s southeast while trying to flee fighting between the 
Sudanese army and paramilitary forces, a pro-democracy 
activists’ committee said Thursday.“Around 25 citizens, 
most of them women and children, have died in a boat 
sinking” while crossing the Blue Nile River in the south-
eastern state of Sennar, the local resistance committee 
said in a statement. The committee is one of hundreds 
across Sudan that used to organize pro-democracy pro-
tests and have coordinated frontline aid since the war 
between the army and the paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) began last year. “Entire families perished” 
in the accident, they said, while fleeing the RSF’s re-
cent advance through Sennar. On Saturday, the RSF an-
nounced they had captured the military base in Sinja, the 
capital of Sennar state, where over half a million people 
had sought shelter from the war. Witnesses also reported 
the RSF sweeping through neighboring villages, pushing 
residents to flee in small wooden boats across the Nile. 
At least 55,000 people fled Sinja alone within a three day 
period, the United Nations said Monday. Local authori-
ties in neighboring Gedaref state estimated on Thursday 
that some 120,000 displaced people had arrived this 
week. The state’s health minister Ahmed Al-Amin Adam 
said 90,000 had been officially registered. Over 10 mil-
lion people are currently displaced across Sudan, in what 
the UN calls the world’s worst displacement crisis. Sudan 
has been gripped by war since April 2023, when fighting 
erupted between forces loyal to army chief Abdel Fattah 
Al-Burhan and the RSF led by his former deputy Mo-
hamed Hamdan Dagalo. The conflict in the country of 48 
million has killed tens of thousands, with some estimates 
putting the death toll as high as 150,000, according to the 
United States envoy to Sudan, Tom Perriello.—DNA

The rise of Engineer Muhammad Ali Mirza has put traditional religious scholars  
on the defensive position

Chemical 
leak at Kuala 

Lumpur airport 
affects 20

Federal Territory of Kuala 
Lumpur : Around 20 peo-
ple at Malaysia’s Kuala 
Lumpur international air-
port were sent for medical 
treatment on Thursday 
after a gas leak at an air-
craft engineering facility, 
though there were no dis-
ruptions to airport opera-
tions, the fire department 
said. The Selangor state 
fire department said it 
received an emergency 
call regarding a chemical 
leak at the Southern Sup-
port Zone Sepang Aircraft 
Engineering facility at 
11.23 am (0323 GMT) and 
dispatched its personnel 
along with a hazardous 
materials team. The chem-
ical was later identified as 
methyl mercaptan, a flam-
mable colourless gas with 
a putrid smell sometimes 
used in the production 
of jet fuel. The 20 peo-
ple affected, all of whom 
were airport personnel, 
had complained of dizzi-
ness, the department said 
There was no wider risk to 
public safety, a spokesper-
son from the fire depart-
ment said.—APP
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CM Maryam Nawaz 
advocates Punjab 
Defamation Act

Says initiative mandatory to 
check the practice of levelling 

unfounded allegations

buReau RepoRt

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz on Thurs-
day described the recently-introduced defamation law as a 
need of the hour and wondered how one could oppose the 
initiative amid an unchecked trend of levelling baseless ac-
cusations against others. She promised not to allow anyone 
to take law into their own hands, as she expressed serious 
concerns over a recent mob lynching in Swat and other 
similar incidents in the country. Citing the trend of mob 
justice where people within minutes assemble and don’t 
hesitate killing the others without checking the facts, the 

chief minister warned that the practice would endanger the 
lives of everyone and said there was an urgent need to stop 
the practice. Maryam, who was addressing an Ittehad Bain 
ulMuslimeen Conference, cited the misuse of mainstream 
and social media as the reason for introducing the Punjab 
Defamation Act The chief minister said she was unable to 
understand those opposing the legislation, meaning that 
they were against the law but won’t stop defaming others. 
She said no one should experience politically-motivated 
character assassination and added that the issue would be 
settled in case of providing a proof to substantiate an al-
legation. One would be punished if the purpose of hurling 
accusation is just to blame the other, the chief minister said, 
urging to provide evidence if any allegation is made. The 
chief minister listed the practice as a disease which, she 
said, spread due to a complete absence of accountability. 
Maryam cited the situation faced by the Sharif family for 
settling political score in 2018 as an example and narrated 
how a political party – as she avoided naming the PTI – 
used some individuals for the purpose. With hate speech 
and extremism in mind, she justified action against the 
social media accounts promoting sectarianism as a pre-
requisite for curbing the alarming developments. Issuing 
a fatwa indiscriminately is itself a crime which must be 
controlled, Maryam said and mentioned two examples 
to prove her point. She said a person was arrested for 
sexual assault on a child studying at a madrassa, but she 
had been facing an ending series of fatwas since that day.

“Premier to hold consultations to 
finalise APC’s date after returning  
to Pakistan tonight,” say sources

aDil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has decided to organise 
an all-parties conference (APC) “to gain political parties’ confidence in 
newly launched Operation Azm-e-Istehkam” aiming to root out the men-
ace of terrorism from the country. The premier, who is currently in Ka-
zakhstan’s capital Astana to represent Pakistan in global summits of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), will return home tonight — 
likely at 2am — after concluding his official foreign visit, citing sources a 
private news channel reported. PM Shehbaz will hold consultations to de-
cide on the date of the APC centric on the reinvigorated and re-energised 
national counter-terrorism drive following a spike in terrorist attacks, the 
sources said, adding that the date would be announced afterwards. The 
federal cabinet last week approved the launching of the counter-terrorism 
operation following the National Action Plan’s Central Apex Committee’s 
recommendations to turn up the heat on militants targeting Pakistan. The 
Prime Minister Office (PMO) had said that the new counter-terrorism 
push was approved with the consensus of all stakeholders including prov-
inces, Gilgit Baltistan (GB) and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).
However, opposition parties including the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam Fazl (JUI-F), Awami National Party (ANP), and oth-
ers have voiced concerns over the military operation, demanding that par-
liament must be taken into confidence before taking any such decision.

In response to the criticism, the PMO had clarified that that “no large-
scale military operation is being launched” in the country. “The recently 
announced vision for enduring stability named Azm-e-Istehkam is being 
erroneously misunderstood and compared with earlier launched kinetic 
operations like Zarb-e-Azab, Rah-e-Najaatetc,” read a statement issued by 
the PMO on June 24. It had said the previous kinetic operations were con-
ducted to physically dislodge terrorists from their known locations which 
had become no-go areas and compromised the writ of the state. “These 
operations required mass displacement of the local population and sys-
tematic clearance of affected areas.” The federal government had further 
stated that there are no such no-go areas in the country since the ability 
of terrorist entities to carry out large-scale organised operations inside 
Pakistan was decisively degraded by earlier kinetic operations. 
The operation is being launched at a time as the country’s overall 
fatalities in terrorist attacks and counter-terror operations reached a 
six-year high with nearly 1,000 deaths, a newspaper reported in Jan-
uary quoting the Centre for Research and Security Studies’s (CRSS) 
Annual Security Report. Pakistan has witnessed a significant surge in 
attacks on security forces in recent months with the militants using 
advanced weaponry and equipment. Islamabad has time again called 
on the interim Afghanistan government to prevent its land from being 
used by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other militant or-
ganisations for carrying out attacks against Pakistan. Meanwhile, De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif, in an interview with the Voice of Amer-
ica (VoA), said that Pakistan could target terrorist hideouts across 
the border in Afghanistan under the new anti-terrorism operation. He 
also promised that any political parties’ concerns about the operation 
would be addressed, and the government would bring the matter to 
the assembly to answer questions and build trust among members.

Govt to ‘convene APC over military operation

Briefs
NDMA 

predicts 
rains, floods 

across 
country

mehtab piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: NDMA’s Na-
tional Emergency Operation 
Centre (Neoc) predicted 
rains and floods in many are-
as of the country. According 
to the Neoc, rains are ex-
pected in Northeast Punjab, 
Azad Kashmir, Gilgit-Balti-
stan, Potohar, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and South Sindh. 
According to the report, in 
case of possible release of 
water from India, the flow 
of water in the rivers is 
likely to rise further. 
According to Neoc, there is 
a possibility of flood in urban 
areas, and landslides in hilly 
areas of GB, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and Kashmir. The 
NDMA also issued a warning 
to the public to avoid cross-
ing flooded areas, while tour-
ists and travelers have been 
advised to avoid travel during 
emergency days. 

EU hits 
Chinese EVs 
with new tariffs
BRUSSELS: The European 
Union has raised tariffs on 
Chinese electric vehicles, 
as Brussels takes action to 
protect the bloc’s motor in-
dustry. The new tariffs on in-
dividual manufactures range 
from 17.4% to 37.6%, which 
is on top of a 10% duty that 
was already in place for all 
electric cars imported from 
China. This could raise the 
price of EVs across the EU, 
making them less affordable 
for European consumers.
The move is also a major 
blow for Beijing, which is 
already in a trade war with 
Washington. The EU is the 
largest overseas market for 
China’s EV industry and the 
country is counting on high-
tech products to help revive 
its flagging economy. EU 
officials say this rise in im-
ports was boosted by “un-
fair subsidisation”, which 
allowed China-made EVs to 
be sold at much lower pric-
es than ones produced in 
the bloc. – Agencies

‘People vote 
PPP for 

outstanding 
performance’

naziR Siyal

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah stated 
that the people voted for 
PPP because it has been the 
best-performing party in the 
province.  He announced the 
Thar Coal Project, a major 
energy initiative set to pro-
duce 7.8 million tons of coal 
annually. Speaking at the 
Vision Sindh Programme in 
Karachi, Shah said the pro-
ject is a game changer for 
Pakistan’s energy landscape. 
He said this project has a to-
tal cost of $1.17 billion.
The Sindh CM explained 
that the project is expect-
ed to generate 1,320 MW 
of electricity from Thar 
Block-1, with an addition-
al 100 MW to be provid-
ed to Karachi from the 
Nauraabad Power Plant. 
The project will benefit 
15 districts in Sindh, and 
the Sindh government has 
planned to plant over 0.7 
million trees in Thar to sup-
port the initiative, he said.

Marwat 
launches 

fresh attack 
on Fawad Ch

L O N D O N : P a k i -
stanTehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
leader Sher Afzal Marwat 
has launched a fresh attack 
against former party mem-
ber Fawad Chaudhry, claim-
ing that PTI founder Imran 
Khan had informed him of 
Chaudhry’s “shady” involve-
ment in the regime change 
operation.  Marwat assert-
ed that Khan had described 
Chaudhry’s role as “suspi-
cious,” alleging that he collab-
orated with then-army chief 
General QamarJavedBajwa.
Marwat’s comments follow 
Chaudhry’s criticism of the 
current PTI leadership, ac-
cusing them of hindering 
the release of Khan and oth-
er leaders from jail due to 
poor political strategy. 
The internal turmoil with-
in PTI has led to public 
disputes among its lead-
ers. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Ali Amin 
Gandapur and senior lead-
er AsadQaiser have urged 
Chaudhry to refrain from 
criticising the party lead-
ership. Imran Khan has ac-
knowledged the factionalism 
within PTI and is scheduled 
to meet both factions in Adia-
la Jail.  Earlier this week, PTI 
Information Secretary Raoof 
Hasan stated in an interview 
on a local news channel that 
Chaudhry had been expelled 
from PTI after joining anoth-
er party, thus forfeiting his 
right to comment on PTI 
matters. – Agencies

Naqvi vows to 
better capital

faiSal SheiKh

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
has said the designing of fly-
overs in Islamabad has been 
completed and the work will 
start very soon “Islamabad 
will see a clear difference 
in the coming months” he 
said while addressing the 
inaugural ceremony of the 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Complain 
Management System, Ve-
hicle Tracking System, 
e-Office and Selfie with 
Tree, and HR Management 
System for Digitalization of 
Employee Records.
He also greeted the CDA 
staff. Sanitation workers 
also deserve kudos for do-
ing a great job on Eid, he 
said.  The federal minister 
said the work on the Sere-
na Chowk underpass will 
begin soon, while the work 
of connecting the Margal-
la Expressway with the 
Motorway is being started 
and it will reduce the travel 
time from the Motorway to 
Awan-e-Sadr to 15 minutes.
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Gaza ceasefire talks 
again show signs of life
Hamas has presented mediators Egypt and Qatar with new ‘ideas’ 

on how to end fighting, which Israeli officials are evaluating
newS DeSK

DOHA: A renewed push is under way to 
end the bloodshed in Gaza as both Israel 
and Hamas speak to mediators about a 
long-stalled ceasefire plan. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will convene 
a meeting of his security cabinet on Thurs-
day to discuss the latest proposal from Ha-
mas, an unnamed source in his office told 
Reuters news agency. Hamas on Wednes-
day said it presented new “ideas” to Qatari, 
Egyptian and Turkish mediators on how 
to reach a ceasefire and captive-exchange 
deal. Israel confirmed it is “evaluating” Ha-
mas’s “comments”, which it did not detail.
The development comes as Israel hammers 
southern Khan Younis – Gaza’s second-larg-
est city – from where it ordered an estimat-
ed 250,000 Palestinians to flee, killing at 
least seven people in an air strike near its 
main hospital. With Gaza’s death toll near 
38,000 and conditions worsening daily for 
its inhabitants, both Israel and Hamas are 
under increased international pressure to 
reach a truce – most recently based on a 
United Nations-backed plan outlined by 
United States President Joe Biden in May.
However, competing interpretations of 
that deal, which break down the cessation 
of hostilities and exchange of captives into 
three stages, have brought negotiations to a 
standstill. While the US insists Israel backs 
the deal, Prime Minister Netanyahu has re-
peatedly called it into question, promising 
not to end the war until Hamas is “eradicat-
ed”. Hamas, which has agreed to the frame-
work of the deal, wants a commitment it 

will end the war for good. Little headway 
in negotiations has occurred since June 11 
when Hamas said it is ready to “deal posi-
tively” with the proposal, but made several 
“amendments” it described as minor. In 
a sign talks are gaining new momentum, 
Hamas said it is again communicating with 
officials from Qatar, Egypt and Turkey with 
“the aim of reaching an agreement”.
“We exchanged some ideas with the medi-
ator brothers with the aim of stopping the 
aggression against our Palestinian people,” 
a Hamas statement said. Netanyahu’s office 
and the Mossad intelligence service con-
firmed the new approach almost straight 
away. “The hostages deal mediators have 
conveyed to the negotiating team Hamas’s 
remarks on the outline … Israel is evaluat-
ing the remarks and will convey its reply to 
the mediators,” said an Israeli statement.
One source with knowledge of the talks, 
quoted by AFP news agency, said Qatari 
and American efforts to “bridge the remain-
ing gaps” between Israel and Hamas have 
gone on in the background for weeks.
Rami Khouri, a fellow at the American Uni-
versity of Beirut, told Al Jazeera news of 
the revived talks is hopeful but key stick-
ing points remain – including whether the 
agreement will end the war “completely” 
and how many Palestinian prisoners will 
go free in exchange for Israeli captives. 
Political analyst Omar Baddar said there is 
“serious division” between Israel’s military 
and political establishment over how to pro-
ceed. Military leaders, he told Al Jazeera, 
realise there is “no path to a better future 
for Israel out of this entire mess, and that it 
is time to simply end this war”.

North of ‘Israel’ under 
Hezbollah Fire

200+ rockets, swarm of drones: Hezbollah 
avenges commander assassination

foReign DeSK

BEIRUT: The Islamic Resistance continued on Thursday its response to the Israeli ene-
my’s crime of assassinating the military commander Mohammad Neameh Nasser, aka 
Hajj Abu Neameh, a day earlier, launching missiles and explosive drones at numerous 
Zionist bases. Hezbollah military media detailed the attacks in consecutive statements, 
as follows: The first statement mentioned that, in response to the “Israeli” enemy’s 
attacks on the resilient southern villages and peaceful homes, especially the town of 
Shebaa where a civilian woman was injured, the Islamic Resistance fighters targeted a 
newly established position of “Israeli” soldiers in the Kfar Blum settlement with a vol-
ley of Katyusha rockets on Thursday, 04-07-2024. The second statement maintained 
that, in response to the attack and assassination carried out by the enemy in the Housh 
area of the city of Tyre, the Islamic Resistance fighters bombarded on Thursday, 04-07-
2024, with more than 200 rockets of various types, the command headquarters of the 
newly established 91st Brigade at Ayelet Barracks, the command headquarters of the 
7th Armored Brigade at Katsavia Barracks, the command headquarters of the Ar-
mored Battalion of the 7th Brigade at Gamla Barracks, the command headquarters of 
Brigade 210 (Golan Brigade) at Nafah Base, and the artillery battalion headquarters 
of Brigade 210 at Yarden Barracks. The third statement affirmed, “In continuation of 
our response to the attack and assassination carried out by the enemy in the Housh 
area of the city of Tyre, the Islamic Resistance conducted an aerial operation on 
Thursday, 04-07-2024. This operation involved a swarm of assault drones targeting 
the command headquarters of the newly established 91st Brigade at Ayelet Barracks, 
the command headquarters of the 7th Armored Brigade at Katsavia Barracks, the 
command headquarters of the Northern Region at Dado Base, the Northern Region 
Intelligence Base Mishar, the command headquarters of the Hermon Brigade 810 at 
Ma’alehGolani Barracks, the main permanent base of the 146th Ilania Brigade, and 
the Golan Brigade Headquarters and Egoz Unit at Shraga Barracks.” 

ASTANA: Group Photo of heads of Member States of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. – DNA


