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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the Federal Cabinet. – DNA 

Briefs

US expresses concern 
over arrest of PTI leaders
Miller says, that the State Department 

supports the upholding of constitutional 
and democratic principles

Agencies 
WASHINGTON: The United States is “always concerned” at the arrest 
of opposition leaders and urges the peaceful upholding of constitu-
tional and democratic principles, State Department spokesperson 
Matthew Miller said on Tuesday regarding the arrest of PTI leader 
Raoof Hasan and the raid on the party’s office. Hasan, himself a 
spokesperson for the PTI, was arrested by the Islamabad police on 
Monday during a raid conducted by the Islamabad police and Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) on the PTI’s digital media wing, with the 
interior ministry accusing the party of peddling “anti-state propagan-
da”. During a State Department press briefing last night, Miller was 
asked to comment on the Pakistani government’s decision to conduct 
the raid, arrest Hasan and even trying to have the PTI banned.
To this, Miller acknowledged to have seen the reports of the arrests of 
PTI leaders, adding that the US is “always concerned when we see ar-
rests of opposition leaders”. “I’m always personally concerned when I 
see the arrest of a spokesperson,” Miller said, drawing a laughter from 
those in attendance due to him being a spokesperon himself. He said 
that the State Department “supports the upholding of constitutional 

Continued on Page 06

PM warns TTP’s 
Afghan-based terror 

attacks unacceptable

AnsAr M BhAtti / DnA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Wednesday denounced 
the terror attacks in Pakistan involving 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) using 
Afghan soil saying that was “unaccept-
able” as Pakistan was fully prepared to 
protect its citizens but desired to resolve 
the matter peacefully. The prime minister, 
in his remarks at the meeting of the fed-
eral cabinet chaired by him, pointed out 
the surge in terror incidents, particularly 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan 
causing the killing of the personnel of the 
army, police and civil armed forces.
He called the terrorism wave a machi-
nation against Pakistan as it was tak-
ing place at a time when the coalition 
government was making efforts for the 
country’s development as it reached 
a Staff Level Agreement with IMF 
despite challenges and announced a 
three-month relief package for 96% of 
domestic power consumers. Highlight-
ing the role of Afghanistan in the surged 
wave of terrorism, the prime minister 
said the government was in interaction 
with them as Defence Minister Khawa-
ja Muhammad Asif also visited there. 
“But how is it possible that we hosted 

Continued on Page 06

Highlighting the role of Afghanistan in the surged 
wave of terrorism, the prime minister said the 

government was in interaction with them as Defence 
Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif also visited there

C’Wealth SG 
to arrive 

on Sunday
During the Secretary-

General’s visit, the 
two sides would also 
discuss avenues to 

enhance cooperation

sAifullAh AnsAr

ISLAMABAD: The Rt Hon 
Patricia Scotland KC, the 
Commonwealth Secre-
tary-General, will pay her 
first official visit to Pakistan 
from 28 July to 2 August 
2024 on the invitation of the 
Government of Pakistan. 
During her five-day visit, 
Secretary-General Scotland 
will meet with Pakistan’s 
leadership, members of 
the Cabinet, youth leaders, 
civil society representatives 
and other stakeholders. 
The Commonwealth Secre-
tary-General, who has been 
a staunch advocate for sup-
porting Pakistan in meet-
ing the adverse impacts of 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan 
‘approves’ 
visa free 

entry for 126 
countries

The visitors would get 
visas within 24 hours 
through the electronic 

travel authorization form

ADil shAheen

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
approved the issuance of 
digital visas for citizens of 
126 countries, allowing vi-
sa-free entry for business 
and tourism purposes, DNA 
News reported citing sourc-
es. The federal cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif okayed the 
decision that aims to pro-
mote investment and trade 
with friendly countries, 
enabling visa-free entry for 
investors and businessmen. 

Continued on Page 06

news Desk

WASHINGToN: US Assistant Secretary for South and Cen-
tral Asia, Donald Lu said Tuesday that US President Joe 
Biden has requested $101 million in aid for Pakistan to sup-
port democracy and human rights in the country.  Lu, whom 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan blamed 
for toppling his government in 2022, made the statement 
before a committee of the American House of Represent-
atives, which was summoned to discuss the United States 
budget for South Asia. The assistant secretary stated that 
the funds would be allocated to combat terrorism, support 
economic reforms, and provide debt relief.  Lu highlighted 
that this financial assistance aims to stabilise Pakistan’s 
economy, which is in dire straits even after the government 
secured a 37-month-long International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) programme. The staff-level agreement caps negotia-
tions that started in May after Islamabad completed a short-
term, $3 billion program that helped stabilize the economy, 
avert a sovereign debt default, and set challenging revenue 
targets in its budget to get IMF approval. The new agree-
ment introduced increased tax on agricultural incomes, 

Continued on Page 06

Govt set to deregulate 
petroleum prices

Federal govt will transfer authority to  
set petroleum prices from government  

to oil marketing companies, say sources

DnA
ISLAMABAD: The federal government has decided to 
transfer the authority to set petroleum prices from 
the state to oil marketing companies, sources re-
vealed on Wednesday. Insiders said that Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has instructed the cessation of 
the government’s role in determining petroleum pric-
es, prompting Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik to 
call a crucial meeting scheduled today. The govern-
ment is preparing to delegate the pricing authority 
to oil marketing companies in phases. The Chairman 
of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) 

Continued on Page 06

Joe Biden admin seeks $ 101 
million aid for Pakistan

Donald Lu says funds to be allocated to combat terrorism, 
support economic reforms, provide debt relief

No discussion on PTI ban issue

Courts should remain 
open amid threat of coup

"I wish they were open on July 5 when 
Gen Ziaul Haq was removing an elected 

prime minister," says SC judge

Justice Minallah wishes 

foreign Desk

NeW yoRK: Supreme Court Justice Athar Mi-
nallah has expressed his desire for the courts 
to remain open whenever there’s a threat of 
martial law being imposed in Pakistan. The 
nation has seen a total of three martial laws — 
1958–1971, 1977–1988, 1999–2008 — span-
ning decades since its independence in 1947. 
Justice Minallah, in his address to an event 
of the New york City Bar Association, said: 
“I wish every time there’s a threat of martial 
law, the courts remain open.” The judge’s 
response came in response to a question, 
when a participant in the event asked him 
why did he open the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on April 9, 2022, at midnight — the day 
when former prime minister Imran Khan was 
ousted from power. The judge, who served 
as the IHC chief justice from 2018-2022, told 
the participant that when he was appoint-
ed to the high-ranking office, he issued a 

Continued on Page 06

Zardari, Nawaz 
on the wrong 
side of history

Former minister links political 
stability in country with Imran 

Khan’s return to politics

BureAu report

LAHORE: Former federal minister 
Fawad Chaudhry said on Wednesday 
that Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif 
were on the wrong side of the histo-
ry.  He made these remarks during his 
appearance in an anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) in a case registered against him.  
He said the cabinet meeting would 
deliberate on banning the Pakistan 

Continued on Page 06

Electricity 
bill takes 

another life
The altercation escalated 
into violence, resulting 

in a tragic death

DnA
GUJRANWALA: A man 
killed his younger brother 
in Gujranwala, following 
a heated dispute over an 
inflated electricity bill. Ac-
cording to media reports, 
the incident occurred in a 
house on Prince Road in 
Gujranwala. The brothers, 
identified as Murtaza and 
Umar Farooq, engaged in a 
violent confrontation over 
the exorbitant bill. During 
the altercation, according 
to local police, Murtaza 
used a sharp instrument to 
cut Umar’s throat, resulting 
in his death at the scene. A 
case has been registered 
against Murtaza, and po-
lice are conducting raids 
to apprehend the suspect.

‘PA speaker 
abusing his 

powers’
He also criticised 
the speaker for 
purchasing cars 

worth Rs180 million

BureAu report

LAHoRe: opposition Lead-
er Punjab Assembly Malik 
Ahmad Khan Bhachar said 
on Wednesday that Punjab 
Assembly Speaker Malik 
Ahmad Khan was abusing 
his constitutional pow-
ers. Speaking at a press 
conference at the Lahore 
Press Club, the opposi-
tion leader blamed Malik 
Ahmad Khan for closure 
of opposition chambers of 
the Punjab Assembly. He 
also criticised the speaker 
for purchasing cars worth 
Rs180 million. “No PTI 
MPA went to get TADA. 
our 11 members were sus-
pended without any notice. 
ours is a political party 
which I can’t run alone in 
the assembly,” he added.

Imran criticizes DG 
ISPR for using ‘digital 

terrorism’ labels

khAyAM ABBAsi

ISLAMABAD: PTI founder Imran Khan, 
who is currently incarcerated in Adiala Jail, 
said on Wednesday that certain individuals 
with no understanding of social media were 
dishing out “digital terrorism” labels. Faced 
with an intensifying wave of criticism on so-
cial media, the army in May had labelled 
such expressions as “digital terrorism” 
and declared a firm commitment to com-
bat and defeat anti-military campaigns 
proliferating across online platforms. 
The statement that marked further stiff-
ening of the stance of the military towards 
online dissent and suggested an impending 
crackdown against the critics had come 
at the end of the 83rd For¬mation Com-
manders Conference. over the past couple 
of years, social media campaigns against 
the army have escalated, reflecting broad-
er tensions within the country’s political 
and social fabric. The government, often 
in tandem with the military, has respond-
ed with stringent measures aimed at con-
trolling the narrative and stifling dissent. 

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan refutes claims of inciting GHQ 
protests, calls May 9 riots ‘false flag operation’

‘Individuals with no understanding’

Three ‘agents’ 
arrested in fake 
passports case

MehtAB pirzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investiga-
tion Authority (FIA) arrested three 
agents from Peshawar who were alleg-
edly involved in providing Pakistani 
passports to Afghan nationals. Accord-
ing to the details, FIA’s Anti-Human 
Trafficking Circle in an operation in 
Peshawar arrested three suspects 
namely Rahmatullah, Tariq Javed, 
and Abu Bakar. According to the FIA, 
the suspects were part of a human 
smuggling network and providing Pa-
kistani passports to Afghan nationals 
in exchange for large sums of money. 
The FIA started interrogating the ar-
rested suspects and are conducting 

Continued on Page 06
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RCCI and Ministry of 
Climate Change join 

hands for climate action

ISLAMABAD : Ambassador of France to Pakistan, Nicolas Galey called on Federal Minister for 
Board of Investment, Privatization and Communications, Abdul Aleem Khan.—DNA

DnA

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI), and Ministry of Climate 
Change will join hands to address 
challenges faced by Pakistan due 
to Climate Change and both reiter-
ated their resolve to put joint ef-
forts to cope with the impact of cli-
mate change. These commitments 
were expressed at a meeting of 
RCCI delegation headed by Presi-
dent Saqib Rafiq, with Ms. Romina 
Khurshid Alam, Coordinator to the 
Prime Minister on Climate Change 
and Secretary, Ministry of Climate 
Change and environmental Coordi-

nation (MoCC) in Islamabad. The 
primary focus of the discussion re-
volved around collaborative efforts 
on climate change initiatives, with 
particular emphasis on carbon/
plastic credit mechanisms and co-
operation in climate programs. 
Ms.  Romina Khurshid expressed 
her commitment and cooperation 
from her office to work closely 
with RCCI towards sustainable en-
vironmental practices and enhanc-
ing climate resilience in Pakistan. 
“Pakistan is among the countries 
most adversely impacted by cli-
mate change, but it is now leading 
the way with its climate diplomacy, 
she added.” President Saqib Rafiq 
highlighted the RCCI’s ongoing 

efforts and initiatives in promot-
ing environmental sustainability 
within the business community. 
He extended an invitation to Ms. 
Romina Khurshid Alam to partici-
pate in an upcoming event on envi-
ronmental, Social, and Governance 
(eSG) organized by the RCCI. Ms. 
Romina Khurshid Alam appreciat-
ed RCCI’s proactive approach and 
assured the Ministry’s full support 
in advancing joint climate action 
programs. Senior Vice President 
Muhammad Hamza Sarosh and 
executive committee member Mr. 
Asad Aftab, and Women executive 
Members Ms. Gul Zeba and Ms. 
Sadia Zia were also present on the 
occasion.

Meeting reviews CM’s
 initiatives for agri sector
Minister Kirmani was told that so far, more than 

327,000 farmers had submitted online applications 
for Chief Minister’s Punjab Kissan Card and after 
scrutiny, more than 130,000 applications had been 

sent to the Bank of Punjab for approval

ABiD rAzA

LAHoRe : Provincial Minis-
ter for Agriculture & Live-
stock Syed Ashiq Hussain 
Kirmani presided over 
a meeting at Agriculture 
House, Lahore in which 
progress on the initiatives, 
approved by Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif for the Agriculture 
Department, were re-
viewed. During the meet-
ing, Minister Kirmani was 
told that so far, more than 
327,000 farmers had sub-
mitted online applications 
for Chief Minister’s Punjab 
Kissan Card and after scru-
tiny, more than 130,000 
applications had been sent 
to the Bank of Punjab for 
approval. The process of 
registration of dealers of 
fertiliser, seed and pesti-
cides companies was also 
going on. So far, 3,000 
dealers have registered by 
themselves, he added.
He directed that the 

Kissan Card Project’s 
timeline should be fol-
lowed with letter and 
spirit and the number of 
requests received from 
farmers should be moni-
tored on daily basis. The 
minister inquired about 
the helpline status and 
directed all the employees 
on duty at the call center 
of agriculture department 
about their responsibilities 
that the farmers who con-
tacted on helpline, should 
be informed about the 
reasons for the rejection 
of their applications He was 
told that more than 500 ap-
plications had been received 
so far for the Chief Minister 
Green Tractor Scheme and 
four major tractor manufac-
turing companies have been 
contacted in this regard.
He issued orders to make a 
live portal for the one year re-
cruitment process of 1,000 
agricultural graduates. The 
minister was also briefed 
that 1,000 in the first phase 
and 1,000 in the second 

phase agricultural gradu-
ates would be recruited un-
der internship programme. 
He was also briefed that 
4,000 super-seeders will be 
distributed among the farm-
ers. Secretary Agriculture 
Punjab Iftikhar Ali Sahoo 
said that the preparation 
of 1,000 super seeders is 
in final stages and their 
distribution will be done 
soon. He said that the use 
of super seeders will help 
in the smog control. Spe-
cial Secretary Agriculture 
Punjab Sheshanshah Faisal 
Azeem, Additional Secretary 
Agriculture Planning Captain 
(retd) Waqas Rashid, Consult-
ant Agriculture Department 
Muhammad Anjum Ali, Di-
rector General Agriculture 
extension Chaudhry Abdul 
Hameed, DG Agriculture Wa-
ter Management, Punjab Ma-
lik Muhammad Akram, and 
Director General Agricul-
tural Information Punjab 
Naveed Asmat Kahloon 
and other senior officers 
participated.

DC chairs meeting 
regarding tree 

plantation drive
NAWABSHAH ; The Depu-
ty Commissioner Shaheed 
Benazirabad Shahryar Gull 
Memon presided over a 
meeting regarding tree 
plantation drive in the 
district.  Addressing the 
meeting, the Deputy Com-
missioner said that a grand 
tree plantation drive would 
be started on 14th August. 
He urged all departments 
and social welfare organi-
zations to plant a maximum 
number of saplings in their 
offices, streets, homes and 
public places and also en-
sure special care of plants 
so that such plants could 
benefit people.   He aid 
that due to climate change 
and less tree plantation the 

temperature was increasing 
day by day which was high-
ly alarming for humans and 
animals however tree plan-
tation was the only solution 
to protect from heat.  May-
or Nawabshah Qazi Muham-
mad Rasheed Bhatti said 
that  Municipal corporation 
will extend every possible 
cooperation for tree planta-
tion and added it would be 
carried out with the help of 
town chairmen.   Division-
al forest officer Mushtaq 
Ahmed Zardari said that 
various types of saplings 
were available in the for-
est department and out of 
which one lac saplings were 
completely ready which will 
be provided free of cost to 

plant in Government insti-
tutions , roads and canals. 
Representatives of social 
welfare organization as-
sured to contribute in tree 
plantation drive  on 14th 
August. Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Nawab Sum-
er leghari, Director Social 
Welfare Ghulam Muham-
mad Sahto, District edu-
cation officer Muhammad 
Salem Bhatti, Additional 
Director Social welfare Mu-
hammad Sabir Qureshi, Dis-
trict Manager SAFWCo Abdul 
Samad Phulpoto, Muhammad 
Amin keeriyo of Sindhica and 
representatives of other Social 
welfare organizations were 
also present on the occa-
sion.—APP

Tanveer stresses to 
focus skill training to 

promote education
ISLAMABAD : Minister for Industries, Production, and National Food Security Rana 
Tanveer Hussain emphasized the need for focusing on skills education and vocational 
training, in addition to promoting higher education, to achieve economic development 
and social prosperity in the country. Addressing a ceremony held to unveil commemora-
tive postage stamps marking the golden jubilee of Allama Iqbal open University (AIoU), 
the minister stated that alongside higher education, skill training would enable graduating 
students to secure dignified employment upon completion of their education. Minister 
Hussain also called for integrating 2.5 million out-of-school children into the educational 
network to cultivate their productivity as citizens of the country, stressing that education is 
crucial for economic growth and social prosperity.  He commended AIoU’s role in advancing 
the education sector in Pakistan and reiterated the commitment to providing all necessary re-
sources for promoting quality education. Speaking at the event, Dr Nasir Mahmood highlight-
ed the university’s golden jubilee celebration, emphasizing the significance of Shaheed Zu-
lfiqar Ali Bhutto’s contribution in establishing AIoU as a national asset. Dr. Nasir mentioned 
the recent declaration of an education emergency by the prime minister and underscored the 
university’s potential role in this national initiative.—DNA

English 
cyclists 
admire

 Hazara’s 
beauty

DnA

HARIPUR: Two female 
english cyclists arrived 
at the Khanpur Dam after 
cycling through various 
parts of the Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa and expressed 
their admiration for the 
warm welcome and sce-
nic landscapes.
Jasmin and Hanaya stated 
they did not feel like out-
siders despite being in a 
foreign land. The women 
tourists, who are trav-
eling through different 
cities of Hazara and Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa, shared 
their happiness upon 
reaching Khanpur Dam.
Both cyclists from eng-
land praised the hospi-
tality of the people in 
Hazara and Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa, emphasis-
ing that they felt secure 
and welcomed through-
out their journey. They 
noted that they were of-
ten stopped and served 
refreshments at  var i -
ous p laces,  enhancing 
their  sense of  safety 
and belonging in the re-
gion. At Khanpur Dam, 
Jasmin and Hanaya en-
joyed the local delica-
cies, particularly the 
native potato tamarind 
and plum syrup, and 
expressed their joy at 
seeing the dam for the 
f irst time. They de-
scribed Pakistan as a 
beautiful country that 
attracts tourists from 
all over the world and 
conveyed their determi-
nation to visit Khanpur 
Dam again. Following 
their visit,  the cyclists 
lef t for Islamabad, with 
Lahore as their next 
p lanned dest inat ion.

Plantation drive  
launched on Margallas

ISLAMABAD: on the in-
structions of Federal Interi-
or Minister Mohsin Naqvi, 
the largest plantation cam-
paign in the history of the 
capital has been officially 
launched on the Margalla 
Hills to combat environ-
mental pollution, enhance 
the city’s beauty, and pro-
tect wildlife.  Four million 
saplings will be planted 

during this drive. The in-
terior minister has tasked 
the Capital Development 
Authority’s chairman with 
ensuring the success of the 
Margalla Hills plantation. 
He has directed the use of 
all available resources to 
restore the original beauty 
of the Margalla Hills and 
protect the plants. Naqvi 
emphasised that the dam-

age caused by recent fire 
incidents due to heat waves 
on the Margalla Hills will 
be addressed. The minister 
has also ordered digital mon-
itoring of the planted sap-
lings. He noted that instead 
of decorative trees, fruit 
and flowering plants will be 
planted to make Islamabad 
greener.The campaign will 
continue for 60 days.—APP

LESCO chief 
reviews 

availability 
of material

DnA

LAHoRe : Lahore elec-
tric Supply Company 
(LeSCo) Chief execu-
tive officer engineer 
Shahid Haider chaired a 
meeting here on Wednes-
day to review the matters 
pertaining to availability 
of materials and related 
equipment for smooth 
functioning of power sup-
ply system.
He directed the quarters 
concerned to take effec-
tive measures to ensure 
availability of materials 
and related equipment.
In case of non-availabili-
ty of materials, he said, 
consumers face difficul-
ties; therefore, no negli-
gence would be tolerated 
in this regard, especially 
with regard to meters and 
transformers. The Ceo di-
rected that all the officers 
concerned to remain pres-
ent in the offices from 
11am to 1 pm and to listen 
to the public problems and 
solve them immediately. .
The LeSCo Director 
(HR) Zameer Hussain 
Kolachi, Chief Finance 
officer Bushra Imran, Di-
rector (Customer Servic-
es) Sarwar Mughal, Chief 
engineer (operations) 
Abbas Ali, Chief engineer 
(T&G) Zafar Aqbal, Chief 
engineer (P&D) Imran 
Mehmood, Chief engineer 
(PIU) Ijaz. Bhatti, Chief 
Internal Audit Muhammad 
Tayyab, Director (Com-
plaint Cell) Rana Rizwan 
Sibghatullah and Director 
(Safety) Fawad Khan at-
tended the meeting.

Romina Khurshid expressed her commitment and cooperation from 
her office to work closely with RCCI towards sustainable environmental 

practices and enhancing climate resilience in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD  : Work in progress on Park Road expansion project in the Federal Capital. —ONLINE 

Kundi underscores for overseas Pakistanis, religious affairs
ADil shAheen

ISLAMABAD : Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi 
on Wednesday met with the Feder-
al Minister for overseas Pakistanis 
and Human Resource Develop-
ment, and the Federal Minister 
for Religious Affairs and Interfaith 
Harmony, Chaudhary Salik Hussain 
to discuss critical issues facing lab-
orers and minorities in the region.
During the meeting, Governor 
Faisal Kundi raised significant con-
cerns about the challenges faced by 
laborers from Bannu, Lakki Mar-

wat, Tank, DI Khan, South Wa-
ziristan, Mianwali, and Bhakkar. 
He highlighted the absence of a 
Protectorate of emigrants office 
in the vicinity, which forces these 
laborers to undertake arduous 
journeys to obtain protected vi-
sas, as mandated by the emigra-
tion ordinance 1979.To address 
this, Governor Kundi urged the 
establishment of a Protectorate 
of emigrants office in Dera Is-
mail Khan, which would serve 
the aforementioned areas and 
significantly ease the process for 
the local labor force. Additionally, 
the discussion extended to the po-

tential development of a Labour 
Colony in Dera Ismail Khan. Both 
officials considered the benefits 
of such a project, which would 
provide much-needed housing 
and facilities for laborers, thereby 
improving their living conditions 
and overall quality of life. Gover-
nor Faisal Kundi also brought to 
attention the challenges faced by 
minorities in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. He requested the renovation 
and enhancement of Churches, 
Gurdwaras, and Shamshan Ghats 
across the province.
emphasizing the importance of 
modernizing these religious sites, 

he proposed the provision of so-
larization solutions to ensure a 
sustainable and uninterrupted 
energy supply. Federal Minister 
Chaudhary Salik Hussain ex-
pressed his support for these in-
itiatives and assured that the con-
cerns and proposals presented by 
Governor Kundi would be given 
due consideration. Both parties 
agreed on the need for collab-
orative efforts to improve the 
welfare of laborers and minor-
ities, demonstrating a commit-
ment to fostering inclusivity 
and development in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa.



Bilawal for 
recovery 
of three 

Pakistanis  
in Myanmar

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Pakistan People’s Party 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on 
Wednesday, taking notice 
of reported kidnapping of 
three Pakistanis in Myan-
mar, called upon the con-
cerned authorities to take 
measures for their recov-
ery and repatriation. In a 
statement issued from Me-
dia Cell Bilawal House, he 
stressed for utilizing diplo-
mat channels to locate and 
recover three boys namely 
Kashif Hussain, Faraz Khan 
and Shehroz Khan of Hyder-
abad, who travelled to Thai-
land from where they were 
allegedly taken to Myanmar 
and held hostage. Bilawal 
Bhutto expressed sympathy 
with the loved ones of these 
boys and assured PPP will 
raise voice at all relevant 
forums for the recovery of 
these boys.—APP

Railways putting 
maximum 

efforts retrieve 
13,972 acres 

land
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways has accelerated 
the efforts to retrieve the 
major portion of around 
13,972 acres of land worth 
billions of rupees found un-
der the illegal occupation of 
private individuals and dif-
ferent government depart-
ments across the country.
“Around 5,809 acres were 
occupied in Punjab, 1,181 
acres are under encroach-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, 5,948 acres in Sindh 
and 1,034 acres land oc-
cupied in Balochistan,” an 
official in the Ministry told 
APP. He said the category 
of land under illegal occupa-
tions included commercial, 
residential, agricultural 
and various persons or de-
partments. Giving details 
of the land, the official said 
that around 769 acres were 
commercial in all the prov-
inces, 3,309 residential, 
5,512 acres agricultural and 
4382 were under encroach-
ment of various persons or 
departments.  The official 
said the department had 
also decided to accelerate 
its ongoing anti-encroach-
ment operation against land 
grabbers across the country 
to recoup its land from dif-
ferent individuals, groups, 
and even business organi-
zations which were using it 
for residential, commercial 
and agriculture purposes 
for decades. “The joint 
procedure orders have 
been issued to all Divi-
sional Superintendents 
of Pakistan Railways to 
retrieve the railway land 
from encroachers,” the 
official added. Accord-
ingly, he said the anti-en-
croachment operations 
for retrieval of encroached 
Railway land all over the 
Railway network are being 
initiated by the concerned 
divisions and notices are 
issued to encroachers 
under the Possession or-
dinance 1965 for vacation 
of Railway land/structure 
within 14 days. —APP

Int’l moot on strengthening 
Pakistan, U.S. relations held

Donald Blome, Ambassador of the United States of America to Pakistan, discussed the 
 importance of the U.S.-Pakistan relationship, emphasizing the long history of partnership  

and cooperation between the two nations

MAhnoor AnsAr

The Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI), in collab-
oration with Beaconhouse Na-
tional University (BNU) Lahore, 
hosted an International Con-
ference on July 24, 2024, titled 
“Strengthening Pakistan-U.S. 
Relations.” The event featured 
distinguished diplomats, prac-
titioners, and academics from 
both Pakistan and the United 
States. The keynote speaker, 
H.e. Donald Blome, Ambas-
sador of the United States of 
America to Pakistan, discussed 
the importance of the U.S.-Pa-
kistan relationship, empha-
sizing the long history of 
partnership and cooperation 
between the two nations. 
He highlighted the U.S.’s 
recognition of Pakistan’s 
potential,  particularly its 
dynamic young population 
and economic opportunities. 
Ambassador Blome appre-
ciated Pakistan’s contribu-
tion to counter-terrorism 
and underlined the U.S.’s 
commitment to supporting 
Pakistan in various areas, 
including countering region-
al threats, economic collab-
oration, renewable energy, 
climate management, and ed-
ucation. He underscored that 
the U.S.-Pakistan partnership 

goes beyond security and in-
cludes significant investments 
in health, trade, and devel-
opment sectors. Ambassador 
Mariam Madiha Aftab, Addi-
tional Secretary (Americas), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
stated that the U.S.-Pakistan 
relationship is dynamic and 
multifaceted, covering are-
as such as health, trade, de-
fense, and energy security. 
She emphasized the impor-
tance of economic collabora-
tion, security cooperation, 
educational exchanges, and 
climate change initiatives. 
Ms. Aftab also addressed re-
gional dynamics, stressing 
the need for the U.S. to play a 
crucial role in fostering peace 

and stability, and called for 
a peaceful resolution of the 
Jammu & Kashmir dispute in 
line with UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and will of the 
Kashmiri people. Ambassador 
Mansoor Khan, Director of the 
Beaconhouse Center for Policy 
Research (BCPR), emphasized 
the multifaceted nature of Pa-
kistan-U.S. relations, highlight-
ing political, security, defense 
cooperation, and economic 
ties. He announced the launch 
of a new undergraduate course 
on Pakistan-U.S. relations at 
BNU. Dr. Neelum Nigar, Direc-
tor of the Centre for Strategic 
Perspectives at ISSI, noted 
the significant contributions 
of the U.S. to Pakistan’s devel-

opment in sectors like educa-
tion, healthcare, and climate 
change. She stressed the need 
for mutual respect and cooper-
ation to address contemporary 
challenges and opportunities.
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, 
Director General of ISSI, pro-
vided an extensive overview 
of the historical and current 
dynamics of Pakistan-U.S. re-
lations. He acknowledged the 
evolving nature of the part-
nership, with a shift in focus 
from security to areas like 
trade, investment, energy, 
and people-to-people exchang-
es. He noted the cyclical pattern 
of bilateral relations, shaped by 
external factors, regional devel-
opments, and a narrower secu-

rity-centric focus over the past 
many decades. Stressing the 
importance of realistic expecta-
tions, he called for greater atten-
tion to Pakistan’s historical role 
and cumulative power potential 
in the emerging global order 
and the need for the U.S. to 
focus on Pakistan’s preoc-
cupations and interests. Re-
lating to regional concerns, 
particularly the impact of 
U.S.-India strategic partner-
ship on Pakistan’s security 
especially within the ‘Indo-Pa-
cific’ construct, he called for 
a responsive approach from 
Washington. He also empha-
sized that Pakistan wished to 
nimbly navigate the complex 
dynamics of U.S.-China com-
petition, and wished that co-
operation rather than confron-
tation would be the key driver 
of their relationship. Highlight-
ing mutual benefits from past 
cooperation, such as Sino-U.S. 
rapprochement and post-9/11 
counter-terrorism efforts, 
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood 
stressed the alignment of new 
trade and investment empha-
ses with Pakistan’s pivot to 
geo-economics. The inaugural 
session concluded with Ambassa-
dor Khalid Mahmood, Chairman 
Board of Governors ISSI, present-
ing shields to the Chief Guest and 
Keynote speaker, followed by a 
group photograph.
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Korea, Japan, Pakistan 
collaborating on ground-
breaking agri initiatives

 “By pooling our resources and expertise, we can address pressing 
challenges, ensure food security, and propel Pakistan’s agriculture 

sector into a new era of growth and prosperity”

 
fAisAl sheikh

ISLAMABAD, Chairman 
Pakistan Agricultural 
Research Council Dr. 
Ghulam Muhammad Ali 
Wednesday shared a vi-
sion for a transformed 
agricultural sector in 
which Pakistan will join 
forces with Korea and 
Japan to leverage cut-
ting-edge technologies 
and expertise to enhance 
Pakistan’s capacity for 
producing quality-based 
disease-resistant seeds. 
Dr. Ghulam Muham-
mad Ali, unveiled a 
game-changing trilateral 
partnership with Korea 
and Japan, poised to 
drive innovation, boost 
crop yields, and ensure 
food security in Pakistan.  
This historic collabora-
tion marks a new era in 
agricultural cooperation 
between our nations, he 
added.  “By pooling our 

resources and expertise, 
we can address pressing 
challenges, ensure food 
security, and propel Paki-
stan’s agriculture sector 
into a new era of growth 
and prosperity”, he men-
tioned.
To produce local seeds 
in Pakistan, he said 
that Korea’s expertise 
in seed technology and 
Japan’s knowledge in 
plant breeding will be 
combined to enhance 
Pakistan’s capacity for 
producing high-quality, 
disease-resistant seeds.  
This will reduce reli-
ance on imported seeds, 
ensuring self-sufficien-
cy and improved crop 
yields, he added. He 
further explained that 
Research and  Korea’s 
renowned research insti-
tutions will collaborate 
with PARC to establish 
state-of-the-art research 
facilities, focusing on de-
veloping climate-resilient 
crop varieties, improving 

soil health, and exploring 
novel agricultural prac-
tices. He said that the 
Korean-Pakistani cooper-
ation will expand in the 
field of machinery and 
vegetable seed produc-
tion.
Responding to a query, he 
disclosed that Pakistan’s 
introduction of seed po-
tato production using 
Aeroponics technology 
marks a significant mile-
stone, adding that seed 
potatoes are essential for 
cultivating high-quality 
potatoes, and this innova-
tion ensures a consistent 
supply of disease-free, 
high-yielding seeds.
The successful adoption 
of Aeroponics technol-
ogy for seed potato pro-
duction demonstrates 
Pakistan’s commitment 
to embracing innovative 
solutions for sustainable 
agriculture, he added.  
As the country continues 
to explore new technolo-
gies and collaborations, a 

brighter future for its ag-
ricultural sector is on the 
horizon, he mentioned.
To cope with the problem 
of a shortage for good po-
tato seed locally, the aer-
oponic technology is the 
ultimate solution to rap-
idly multiply and dissemi-
nate healthy seeds to the 
country’s resource-poor 
farmers, according to 
agricultural scientists 
working on the project, 
he said.
To another question, he 
said the Pakistan Agricul-
tural Research Council 
(PARC) is also working 
to enhance livestock and 
dairy production in the 
country.
  The present govern-
ment’s unwavering com-
mitment to revolution-
ize the livestock sector 
through genetic breed 
improvement, recogniz-
ing it as a crucial compo-
nent in ensuring national 
food & nutritional securi-
ty, he highlighted

CDA chairman 
chairs meeting 

to review sectors 
development

MehtAB pirzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Chairman of the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA), Muhammad Ali Randhawa chaired an 
important meeting to discuss the key issues regarding 
the sector development of Islamabad, the Islamabad De-
velopment Plan, and the financial position of authority. 
The meeting was attended by members of CDA Board, 
Administrator MCI and other concerned formations.
The Member Finance provided a detailed briefing on the 
CDA’s fiscal status and revenue generation efforts. It was 
decided that revenue generation status will be presented on 
a weekly basis, detailing both targets and achievements to 
ensure transparency and accountability. Progress on direc-
tives issued was shared by all members, reflecting upon the 
status of these directives. Chairman Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa emphasized the need for regular oversight by instructing 
that weekly board meetings be held to track progress and 
make necessary decisions promptly. Several major initia-
tives were discussed in detailed during the meeting. These 
included the computerization of land and property records, 
the operationalization of a smart app for essential services, 
and the beautification of the Diplomatic enclave and parks. 
The Serena Chowk underpass project, a one-window opera-
tion for customer facilitation, and ongoing mega road infra-
structure projects were also discussed, signaling the CDA’s 
comprehensive and multi-pronged approach to overall devel-
opment of Islamabad city. This initiatives aim to streamline 
CDA’s operations, boost revenue generation, and expedite 
development projects across Islamabad. To enhance over-
sight of the progress, Chairman Randhawa directed that 
drone cameras be provided to Members estates, Building 
Control, engineering, environment and DMA to monitor 
ongoing projects more effectively.  The meeting conclud-
ed with a reinforced commitment to improving the capital 
city’s infrastructure and services, ensuring that Islama-
bad continues to develop in a structured, speedy and sus-
tainable manner.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

July
July 01/Japan
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July 01/Somalia
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Independence Day

July 05/Algeria
Independence Day
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Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
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July 23/Egypt
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July 26/Cuba
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July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day

PFF NC 
completes 

DFA elections
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Football Federation (PFF) 
Normalization Committee has announced the successful 
completion of the District Football Association (DFA) elec-
tions nationwide. With over 90 percent voter participation, 
the electoral process will end football’s long-standing cri-
sis, said a press release.  out of 143 districts with football 
playing clubs, elections have been held in 119 districts. The 
DFA elections in Kohat and Tank are pending due to court 
stays, while those in Kashmore, South Waziristan, North 
Waziristan, Dera Bugti, Sorab and Kurram are on hold due 
to security concerns.  Additionally, 11 districts do not have 
any club with a right to vote, and in 4 districts the presence 
of only one voting club prevents the election process as 
per the electoral guidelines. From the completed districts, 
the officials elected include 119 Presidents, 9 Senior Vice 
Presidents, 116 General Secretaries and 112 Treasurers. 
In the first round of DFA elections held in 66 districts, 
187 positions were elected. The second round, conduct-
ed in 33 districts, resulted in the election of 95 positions. 
In the third round, held in 23 districts, 75 positions were 
elected. Chairman PFF Normalisation Committee, Haroon 
Malik, extended his congratulations to all the candidates who 
participated in the electoral process, lauding the smooth and 
efficient execution of the elections.  The PFF NC Chairman 
highlighted the inclusivity and transparency of the elections, 
noting this was the first time they conducted the elections in 
such a manner. Malik further mentioned that the focus will be 
on the provincial elections for which the rules and regulations 
of provincial elections have been uploaded on the PFF social 
accounts. He reaffirmed the PFF NC’s commitment to ensur-
ing transparent elections across Pakistan.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Water and 
Power Development Au-
thority (WAPDA) has sup-
plied around 34.436 billion 
clean and los-cost units 
from its various hydel sta-
tions to the national grid 
system during the last fis-
cal year 2023-24.   As per 
official data, 22 hydel pow-
er stations of WAPDA cu-
mulatively provided 34.436 
billion units of electricity in 
2023-24, which is 3.266 bil-
lion units more than that of 
fiscal year 2022-23.  Tarbe-
la Hydel Power Station gen-
erated 13.424 billion units, 
Tarbela 4th extension 
4.672 billion units, Ghazi 
Barotha 6.556 billion units, 
Mangla 5.276 billion units, 
and Neelum-Jhelum Hydel 
Power Station generated 
762 million units. While, 

rest of the generation i.e. 
3.747 billion units - was 
contributed by other hydel 
power stations of WAPDA. 
This increase in hydel gen-
eration by WAPDA to the 
tune of 3.266 billion units 
helped save national ex-
chequer an amount of Rs. 
143.7 billion, if the same 
quantum of electricity had 
to be generated through 
imported furnace oil.
WAPDA achieved this ad-
ditional hydel power gen-
eration because of the 
improved hydrology and ef-
fective operation and main-
tenance of its Hydel Power 
Stations. It is pertinent to 
note that the cumulative 
installed generation capac-
ity of WAPDA Hydel Power 
Stations, including Neelum 
Jhelum, stands at about 

9,500 MW.  Hydel gener-
ation is the most econom-
ical electricity, generated 
in the country.  WAPDA is 
vigorously implementing a 
least-cost energy genera-
tion plan to enhance share 
of hydel electricity in the 
National Grid. A number 
of mega projects are under 
construction in Water and 
Hydropower Sectors includ-
ing Diamer Basha Dam, Mo-
hmand Dam, Dasu Hydro-
power Project and Tarbela 
5th extension etc. scheduled 
for completion in a phased 
manner. These projects will 
increase the WAPDA hydel 
generation in next four to 
five years from 9,500 MW to 
20,700 MW with an addition 
of about 11,200 MW clean, 
green and low-cost hydel 
electricity.—APP

WAPDA supplied 34.436 
bln units to national grid 

during FY 2023-24

Briefs
FGEHA sets 
to auction 

commercial 
plots in G-13

DnA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Government employees 
Housing Authority (FGe-
HA) is all set to auction its 
three mixed-use commer-
cial plots in G-13 on August 
7, as not only to generate 
more revenues but also to 
attract investors.
“The authority has already 
advertised the auction of 
the plots in different lead-
ing newspapers and urged 
the interested persons 
to obtain brochures from 
FGeHA office,” an official 
in the Ministry of Housing 
and Works told  media.
The official said that the 
prime location of these 
plots makes them suitable 
for a range of purposes, in-
cluding multi-use business-
es, shopping centers, cor-
porate offices, and banks.
He said the plots have an 
ideal location positioned 
along the Main Srinagar 
Highway, adjacent to Metro 
Stations, GT Road, & N-5, 
which is an eight-minute 
drive from Motorway M-1 
and M-2 while 12-minute 
distance from the New Is-
lamabad International Air-
port.
Moreover, the official said 
the investors can benefit 
from a 10 per cent rebate 
on advance lump-sum pay-
ments, making the oppor-
tunity even more attractive.
The reasons to consider 
these plots for investment 
include their ideal location, 
affordable pricing, and mod-
ern facilities, he added.
The official said the de-
tailed terms and conditions 
for participation in the auc-
tion can be obtained from 
the relevant office, with 
brochures available for in-
terested parties.

Cement exports 
increase 40.36% 
to $266.516 mln 
in Fy 2023-24

ISLAMABAD: The ex-
ports of cement witnessed 
an increase of 40.36 per 
cent during the fiscal year 
2023-24, as against the ex-
ports of the corresponding 
period of last year. The 
cement exports from the 
country were recorded at 
US $266.516 million during 
July-June (2023-24) against 
the exports of US $189.876 
million during July-June 
(2022-23), according to 
the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS). In terms of 
quantity, the exports of ce-
ment also surged by 66.85 
per cent going up from 
4,247,470 metric tons to 
7,087,401 metric tons, ac-
cording to the data. Mean-
while, year-on-year basis, 
the exports of cement also 
witnessed an increase of 
39.58 per cent during the 
month of June 2024 as com-
pared to the same month 
of last year. The exports of 
cement from the country 
during June 2024 were re-
corded at US $29.719 mil-
lion against the exports of 
US $21.292 million in June 
2023. on a month-on-month 
basis, exports of cement 
however decreased by 7.85 
per cent during June 2024 
when compared to the ex-
ports of US $32.251 million 
in May 2024, the PBS data 
revealed.—APP

Dengue 
declined  
to zero

RAWALPINDI: No dengue 
patient in any allied hospi-
tals of Rawalpindi district 
is presently admitted which 
shows dengue has declined 
to zero after continued fol-
low up campaigns by the 
district’s health administra-
tion.  The last patient ad-
mitted in hospital has also 
been discharged from the 
hospital after complete re-
covery a couple of days ago.
According to a report is-
sued by the district’s anti 
dengue department, has 
revealed that so far 29 pa-
tients affected by dengue 
were admitted to hospitals 
since Jan 24, all of whom 
have recovered and went 
back to their homes. The 
report shows that there 
is no dengue patient ad-
mitted in any of allied 
hospitals. During the last 
week, 80 FIRs were reg-
istered on dengue SoPs 
violations, by the District 
Health Authority, while 
52 challans have been is-
sued.Moreover, 9 places 
have been sealed along 
with total fines imposed of 
Rs.96,500.—APP

RDA advises 
citizens not 

to invest 
in illegal 
housing 

societies
DnA

RAWALPINDI: Director 
General (DG) Rawalpindi 
Development Authority 
(RDA) Kinza Murtaza has 
advised the citizens not 
to invest in illegal housing 
societies and check their 
status before investment on 
RDA website www.rda.gop.
pk. The citizens can also 
visit RDA office to get the 
information about legal and 
illegal housing societies, 
she said. She informed that 
71 schemes were approved 
in Rawalpindi and 74 were 
under process while 359 
schemes were illegal. The 
status of housing schemes 
is updated on the RDA 
website and efforts are also 
made to spread information 
for the awareness of the 
public, she added. 
The DG further said that 
that the authorities con-
cerned of RDA were di-
rected to regularly moni-
tor approved and ongoing 
schemes besides taking 
legal action against illegal 
housing societies. 
RDA had issued legal no-
tices to 560 schemes while 
218 societies were chal-
laned and their cases were 
sent to the magistrate’s 
court, she said adding, 
221 FIRs were also lodged 
against the rules violators. 
Apart from this, RDA 
had also taken strict le-
gal action against several 
schemes and sealed offic-
es of 184 schemes and de-
molished illegal construc-
tions, offices, main gates 
of 200 societies.
The DG informed that the 
authorities concerned of 
FIA Cyber Crime Wing 
were also requested to 
take action against illegal 
advertisements, booking 
of plots, publicity cam-
paigns of illegal housing 
schemes. Punjab Devel-
opment Authority, Private 
Housing Scheme Rules 
2021 are enforced and 
all-out efforts are being 
made to take strict action 
in accordance with the law 
against the rules violators, 
she added.

Pak needs business-friendly policies 
to overcome prevailing crisis

fAisAl sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari, President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
has called for a forensic audit 
of Independent Power Produc-
ers (IPPs), decrying the annual 
payment of Rs.2000 billion in ca-
pacity charges as “daylight rob-
bery.” This, he argues, deprives 
consumers of their hard-earned 
income and puts them in severe 
hardships to meet their day 
to day affairs.  In a statement 
issued here at Islamabad on 
Wednesday, Bakhtawari lament-
ed that 25% of industries have 
already shut down, resulting in 
widespread unemployment and 
the sale of machinery at drasti-
cally reduced prices.  He empha-
sized that the Rs.2 trillion being 
paid to 40 companies in capac-
ity charges is severely hamper-
ing the national economy, even 
when no electricity is generated 
or supplied. Bakhtawari stressed 
the need for cheaper electricity 
sources, as current high tar-
iffs hinder export growth. He 
urged the government to review 
all agreements with IPPs and 

procure electricity from cost-ef-
fective sources for the national 
grid. He said that Pakistan needs 

business-friendly and long-term 
economic policies to wriggle out 
of the current crisis and promote 

business and investment activi-
ties. He urged that businessmen 
should be encouraged as role 

models in society as they are play-
ing a vital role in the development 
of the country.

China-Pak collaborates 
enhancing climate & 

disaster preparedness
DnA

ISLAMABAD: A training 
Workshop on Application 
of Cloud-based early Warn-
ing System (CeWS) for 
Pakistan commenced here, 
China economic Net (CeN) 
reported on Wednesday. It 
aimed at further deepen 
Pakistan, China bilateral 
cooperation in climate and 
disaster preparedness. 
The 7-day workshop brings 
together 20 officials and 
experts from the Pakistan 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) for training 
and knowledge exchange. 
Following the conclusion 
of the workshop, Chinese 
meteorological experts 
will travel to Pakistan to 
collaborate with local coun-

terparts on the installation 
and commissioning of the 
CeWS system. The CeWS 
Training is a collaborative 
effort between the Chi-
na Meteorological Ad-
ministration (CMA) and 
the Ministry of ecology 
and environment (Mee) 
of China.  The opening 
ceremony was attended 
by Dr. Cao Xiaozhong, 
Deputy Administrator of 
CMA, and Khan Muham-
mad Wazir, Science and 
Technology Counsellor 
at the Pakistani embas-
sy in Beijing, and so on.  
on the occasion, Dr. Cao 
expressed hope for deep-
er cooperation in the fu-
ture, contributing to the 
advancement of meteor-
ological science and the 
implementation of the 
United Nations’ univer-

sal early warning initia-
tive. The Course covered 
various topics related to 
the locally adapted appli-
cation of the Cloud-Based 
early Warning System 
for Pakistan.  Developed 
jointly by CMA and PMD, 
this system includes 
technologies for severe 
weather monitoring and 
forecasting, climate pro-
jections, meteorological 
satellite surveillance, 
remote sensing, and the 
installation and mainte-
nance of meteorological 
observation facilities.  
Participants engaged in 
on-site lectures, hands-on 
practical exercises, and 
interactive discussions, 
sharing experiences in 
disaster prevention, early 
warning, and enhancing 
overall climate resilience.    

The public may clash with power 
producers over exorbitant bills

 
 DnA

ISLAMABAD: The chair-
man of the FPCCI Advi-
sory Board and National 
Business Group Pakistan, 
President Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectu-
als Forum, and All Kara-
chi Industrial Alliance, as 
well as former provincial 
minister Mian Zahid Hus-
sain, on Wednesday said 
that the risk of confron-
tation between the public 
and electricity compa-
nies is increasing due to 
inflated bills. People now 
have to pay electricity 
bills that exceed their 
income, leading to quar-
rels in their homes, he 
said. Mian Zahid Hussain 
said that inflated bills are 
breaking relationships, 
and people are shedding 

blood over it. The veteran 
business leader, speaking 
to the business communi-
ty, claimed that capacity 
payments are penalising 
the general public and 
the industrial sector. He 
warned that public anx-
iety and agitation could 
spiral out of control at 
any time, so the govern-
ment should act quickly 
to stabilise the situation. 
The business leader stat-
ed that the elites and 
the government own 80 
percent of the IPPs es-
tablished in the country, 
receiving far more in dol-
lars than their rightful 
share. He warned that 
this plunder of resources 
should end; otherwise, 
the country will plunge 
into lawlessness and will 
soon become bankrupt. 
Mian Zahid Hussain said 

that the government can 
do a lot in this regard. 
The Prime Minister has 
also issued directives to 
lower the cost of elec-
tricity for industries, yet 
a permanent solution to 
the losses and capacity 
payments in the electric-
ity sector remains unat-
tainable. He stressed that 
the government's non-de-
velopmental expenditures 
are skyrocketing, making 
it impossible to fool the 
people as they perceive 
everything. According to 
Mian Zahid Hussain, fol-
lowing violent incidents, 
the power tariff has been 
reduced in some areas, im-
plying that those living in 
other areas should also re-
sort to violence for relief. 
According to Mian Zahid 
Hussain, forty percent of 
people have already fall-

en below the poverty line, 
and more are falling below 
it. If the government fails 
to correct the economy's 
direction and arrange a 
fair distribution of wealth, 
it will not only impact the 
people but also the upper 
classes, who will struggle 
with insufficient resourc-
es for their princely life-
style. Mian Zahid Hussain 
added, "If the IPPs agree-
ment was not a mistake, 
why is the country and 
nation suffering a loss of 
two thousand billion ru-
pees annually, and why is 
this money only reaching 
a few people?" He stated 
that it's crucial to conduct 
a forensic audit of IPPs, 
noting that some individ-
uals have profited greatly 
from the looting, and it's 
now time to put an end 
to it.

Finance minister 
vows to protect con-

sumers’ rights 
ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Finance Ali Pervaiz Malik 
Wednesday reiterated the government’s unwavering commit-
ment to consumer protection, assuring that it will remain a 
top priority where Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was tak-
ing aggressive measures to not only end power outages but 
also uplift the most vulnerable segments of society. Talking 
to a private news channel, he while elaborating on the govern-
ment’s strategy explained that efforts are underway to create 
a conducive business environment for the power sector to 
flourish.  “We are not just focusing on privatization, but also 
on building a robust framework that encourages investment, 
innovation, and competition,” he said.    This multi-pronged 
approach, he added, will not only enhance the efficiency and 
reliability of power supply but also attract private sector par-
ticipation, driving economic growth and job creation, he men-
tioned. He said that Power and Finance ministry working togeth-
er and consulting with neighbor countries how to control these 
power crises effectively.  Malik emphasized that consumer pro-
tection will remain at the forefront of these efforts, ensuring that 
vulnerable segments are shielded from exploitation and receive 
fair, quality services.   Ali Pervaiz Malik said with the consultation 
of the World Bank, work on the privatization of power distribution 
companies is also under process.     Responding a query, he said 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has announced billion of energy 
subsidy package for low-income households that consume less 
than 200 units of electricity which is admirable.—APP

 These projects will increase the WAPDA hydel 
generation in next four to five years from 9,500 

MW to 20,700 MW with an addition of about 
11,200 MW clean, green and low-cost hydel 

electricity
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Ansar Allah’s 
war strategy

Israel’s war 
against UNRWA

A FTeR 9 long months, Ansar Allah has proved itself as a force to be 
reckoned with. A country that has been inflicted with poverty, fam-
ine, and war at the hands of the imperial powers and their Arab col-

laborators, has chosen to put the rifle before itself. It has taken the lead as a 
supportive wing to the Palestinian Resistance during the genocide of Gaza, 
carrying with it a few locally sourced weapons and ample amounts of will-
power. This phase marked the beginning of yemen’s domination over the en-
tity’s maritime relations. It pitched yemen against long standing normalisa-
tion efforts, directly challenging the status quo by preventing the occupation 
entity from functioning as a legitimate state in regional waters. At the time, 
more than 90% of container ships bound for the Suez Canal had to be rerout-
ed, adding a dozen days to travel time. As the entity continued its blockade 
of Gaza to starve the population, phase 2 of Ansar Allah’s strategy sought to 
tighten the chokehold. This included blocking ships from any country seek-
ing to approach the entity’s ports. The makeshift US-led Red Sea coalition of 
non-Arab states failed to stop Ansar Allah, as these countries did not see it 
in their interest to be dragged into a US fight, further highlighting how the 
US is losing its legitimacy as the world’s ‘global police.’ US escalation only 
exacerbated attacks on its own ships, including the US ‘eisenhower’ aircraft 
carrier.  If not already clear by their domination of the Red Sea, Ansar Allah 
extended its blockade to the Indian ocean. This move spotlighted Ansar 
Allah’s consistency and well-planned strategy– a foreshadowing of its ability 
to sustain itself throughout this confrontation. As Ansar Allah began closing 
in on the entity, their only path was through the Mediterranean Sea.
In this phase, the entity risked losing access to its final maritime waterway, 
forming another obstacle which challenged the entity’s high economic depend-
ence on sea trade. escalating into the Mediterranean Sea was particularly im-
pactful, as this area has long been considered NATo’s territory. By extension, 
it was a direct challenge to the US which planned to create an ‘aid port’ that 
sought to covertly facilitate further control. The coordination between the Iraqi 
Resistance and Ansar Allah strengthened, with reports of the establishment 
of a new coordination and communication office in Baghdad. Though their co-
ordination began much earlier, its levels increased in preparation for phase 5. 
Along with tightening alliances, Ansar Allah began creating new locally made 
weapons such as the Palestine ballistic missile, to account for the technical, 
operational, and long-range requirements in this phase.  After its recent attack 
on Tel Aviv, Ansar Allah has positioned itself among the growing list of Resist-
ance Axis members that have been able to bypass the Iron Dome, exposing its 
fragility. The occupation has suffered a major psychological blow with the eco-
nomic heart of the entity coming under attack. As anxieties spread over Sanaa’s 
increased capabilities and range, the occupation is forced to prepare itself for 
the possibility of direct attacks from outside of Palestine in future.

T ARGeTING a school during a war could be justified as, or at least ar-
gued, to have been a mistake. But striking over 120 schools, and kill-
ing and wounding thousands of civilians sheltering inside, can only be 

intentional, with each attack a horrific war crime in its own right. Between 7 
october last year and 18 July, Israel has done precisely that, targeting with total 
impunity UN infrastructure in the besieged Gaza Strip, including schools and 
medical centers. According to the estimates of the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near east (UNRWA), at least 561 internally dis-
placed Palestinians sheltering in UNRWA buildings have been killed and 1,768 
have been wounded since the start of Israel’s war. Within just ten days between 
8 and 18 July, at least six UNRWA schools serving as makeshift shelters for dis-
placed Palestinians were targeted by the Israeli army, resulting in the killing and 
wounding of hundreds. Historically, UN-linked organizations have been more or 
less immune from the impact of wars. The privilege of being neutral outsiders 
to any conflict allowed those affiliated with such organizations to carry out 
their duties largely unhindered. The Israeli war on the Palestinians in Gaza, 
however, is the primary exception among all modern conflicts. According to 
UN sources, 274 aid workers and over 500 healthcare workers linked to the 
international organization have been killed by the Israeli occupation forces.
These figures are consistent with all other statistics produced by the ongoing Israeli 
genocide in Gaza. Indeed, not a single category of people has been spared: neither 
doctors nor civil defense workers, mayors or even traffic police, let alone the chil-
dren, women and elderly. It was obvious from the very start of the war that Israel 
wanted to criminalize all Palestinians. True, a number of governments eventually 
resumed their funding of the agency, but such action was only taken when much 
damage had already been done. Moreover, most, if not all, Western governments 
have taken no action against Israel for its continued targeting of UNRWA facili-
ties, and thus the killing of hundreds of innocent Palestinians in the process. This 
non-committal attitude has emboldened Israel to the extent that, just this week, the 
Israeli Knesset (parliament) passed the first reading of a bill to designate UNRWA 
as a “terrorist organization”. on 18 July, Israeli spokesman David Mencer accused 
the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, Philippe Lazzarini, of being a “terrorist 
sympathizer”. Israel’s hate for UNRWA, however, stretches back long before the 
current war. Indeed, the issue is not just about UNRWA, but rather the historic 
role the agency has played as a reminder of the plight of millions of Palestinian 
refugees in occupied Palestine, the Middle east and across the world. UNRWA was 
established through General Assembly Resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949. 
The founding of UNRWA came one year after the passing of UN Resolution 194, 
which granted Palestinian refugees the right to “return to their homes”. Although 
UNRWA’s mission has turned into a de facto permanent mandate (albeit one that 
has to be renewed periodically), since Palestinian refugees were not granted their 
right of return, the role of the agency has remained as critical as it was decades ago.
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Harris vs. Trump: What’s next for Pakistan?

The changing dynamics of Indian politics

Qamar Bashir 

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

T He divine approval seemed to sudden-
ly turn away from Joe Biden after he 
fumbled, lost his words, and struggled 

to maintain the sequence while making points, 
showing visible signs of aging. Later, he contract-
ed coronavirus, perhaps seen as the final push 
of the divine to move him out of the president’s 
slot. The “Huma,” the “Bird of Paradise,” which 
had been protecting his presidency, flew away in 
search of a new abode. For the first time, it found 
not a man, but a woman of mixed heritage—Black 
and Tamil—bestowing her with the strength and 
charisma to enter the race to become the first-ev-
er female president of the world’s most powerful 
country in known history. She was nominated by 
Joe Biden as his successor, but this was only half 
the battle won. She still has to pass many tests 
and cross numerous formidable hurdles to offi-
cially secure her position as the Democratic nom-
inee and run for the presidency. With the broad-
est smile, exuding confidence and competence, 
she is well-prepared for the challenge, but the 
path ahead is steep, with stiff competition from 
many men with impressive CVs and compelling 
credentials. However, fate seems to be smiling 
on her. She has already made significant strides 
towards securing the Democratic nomination for 
the presidency. She has successfully garnered 
the support of enough Democratic delegates, 
and top Democrats, including elected officials, 
party leaders, and political organizations, have 
rallied behind her following President Joe Bid-
en’s decision to drop his bid for reelection. 
She has set a new 24-hour record  of raising 
$48 million for presidential donations, and 
several state delegations, including Texas and 
California, have confirmed their support.
But who is Kamala Harris?. Shew was born on 
october 20, 1964, is a member of the Third Bap-
tist Church of San Francisco, a mixed race, with a 
Black and South Asian heritage. Her mother, the 
late Shyamala Gopalan, a PhD was of Indian Ta-
mil descent from Madras (now Chennai), India. 
Her father, Donald Jasper Harris, is of Jamaican 
descent and is an economist and professor emer-
itus at Stanford University. Kamala has one sib-
ling, a younger sister named Maya Harris, who 

is a lawyer, public policy advocate, and politi-
cal analyst, and who served as a senior policy 
advisor to Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.  She is married to Douglas emhoff, 
an attorney. They got married on August 22, 
2014. She does not have biological children but 
is a stepmother to emhoff’s two children from 
his previous marriage, Cole and ella emhoff.
Kamala Harris earned a Juris Doctor (J.D.) from 
the University of California, Hastings College of 
the Law, in 1989. She began her legal career as a 
deputy district attorney in Alameda County, lat-
er serving as San Francisco’s District Attorney 
from 2004 to 2011, and as California’s Attorney 
General until 2017. Her career culminated with 
her election as Vice President alongside Presi-
dent Joe Biden in 2020. Like all countries, Pa-
kistan is closely watching the ups and downs of 
the U.S. elections. Pakistan, like others, is eval-
uating both Donald Trump and Kamala Harris 
for their expected policies toward Asia, South 
Asia, and Pakistan. Pakistan has already experi-
enced Trump’s presidency, so his policies may 
not come as a surprise. However, Trump had 
some positive aspects for Pakistan. He prior-
itized counter-terrorism and used military force 
and economic sanctions to curb terrorism. His 
administration carried out drone strikes and tar-
geted terrorist leaders in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. In Afghanistan, Trump focused on reducing 
U.S. military presence while negotiating with the 
Taliban, leading to the Doha Agreement aimed at 
withdrawing U.S. troops. His approach to coun-
tries perceived to harbor terrorists involved ap-
plying pressure through sanctions and military 
actions. Regarding the Kashmir dispute, Trump 
generally supported India’s position, occasional-
ly offering to mediate between India and Paki-
stan, but his administration was less vocal about 
human rights concerns in the region.
Trump’s view of Pakistan-China relations was 
generally wary, seeing Pakistan primarily 
through the lens of counter-terrorism and region-
al stability rather than as a broader geopolitical 
partner. He strengthened U.S.-India relations, 
viewing India as a key strategic partner to coun-
terbalance China’s influence in the region, which 

sometimes strained U.S.-Pakistan relations. on 
the other hand, Kamala Harris is likely to main-
tain a strong stance on counter-terrorism, em-
phasizing a combination of military, diplomatic, 
and economic tools. She is expected to support 
initiatives that enhance regional stability and 
cooperation in counter-terrorism efforts.  In Af-
ghanistan, Harris would focus on ensuring that 
the country does not become a haven for terror-
ists again, emphasizing diplomatic solutions and 
international cooperation. on the Kashmir dis-
pute, Harris may take a more balanced approach, 
emphasizing human rights and democratic val-
ues. She has previously expressed concerns 
about the situation in Kashmir, which could lead 
to a more vocal stance on human rights issues. 
Regarding Pakistan-China relations, Harris is 
likely to acknowledge their strategic importance 
while seeking to balance U.S. interests in the 
region, potentially engaging Pakistan in broader 
diplomatic and economic initiatives to counter-
balance China’s influence. Under Trump, India 
was seen as a crucial partner in the Indo-Pacific 
strategy to counter China’s rise, leading to signif-
icant defense agreements and a strong bilateral 
relationship. Under Harris, while India will likely 
continue to be a strategic partner in counterbal-
ancing China, she might also stress human rights 
and democratic values in U.S.-India relations, po-
tentially leading to a more holistic approach.
For Pakistan, this comparison seems to tilt in fa-
vor of Kamala Harris becoming President of the 
USA. However, the true test will come once her 
policies take shape after she assumes office and 
confronts the ground realities and complexities 
of geopolitics. She will only realize the full im-
pact of the intricate layers of bilateral and mul-
tilateral relations after assuming the mantle of 
power. Pakistan may likely be overshadowed by 
larger issues such as the Russia-Ukraine war, the 
China-Taiwan standoff, the trade and innovation 
war between the U.S. and China, and the Isra-
el-Gaza conflict to name a few. 

– Former Press Secretary to the President 
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

T He 2024 Indian General election results pres-
ent a clear picture of how the political scene in 
India has changed compared to the 2019 elec-

tions. The results show notable shifts in the number 
of seats won by these major political alliances. The 
BJP and its allies have seen a significant reduction in 
their number of seats, dropping from 352 in 2019 to 
293 in 2024. This 59-seat loss points to a decline in 
their previous dominance. Several factors might ex-
plain this decrease, such as voter dissatisfaction with 
the government’s performance, economic problems, or 
successful opposition campaigns. Despite this decline, 
the BJP and its allies still maintain a strong presence 
in the parliament. The Congress and its allies have also 
been closely analyzed, along with the category of other 
parties that do not align with either of the two main alli-
ances. These shifts in parliamentary seats are essential 
to understanding the broader implications for India’s 
political landscape. A significant part of this analysis 
delves into what these changes mean for India’s politi-
cal and socio-economic environment. The reduction in 
seats for the BJP and its allies suggests a change in vot-
er sentiment since the 2019 elections when they held a 
commanding majority with 352 seats. This change could 
be due to various reasons, including possible voter dis-
satisfaction or more effective campaigning by opposition 
parties. Furthermore, the analysis aims to understand 
the factors contributing to these shifts. For instance, 
economic issues might have played a crucial role in 
altering voter preferences. If the public feels that the 
government has not effectively managed the economy, 
it could lead to reduced support for the ruling party. Ad-
ditionally, successful opposition campaigns could have 
swayed public opinion, resulting in more votes for par-
ties other than the BJP and its allies. The consequences 
of these election results are significant. With a reduced 
majority, the BJP and its allies might face more challeng-
es in passing legislation and governing effectively. This 
situation could lead to a more collaborative or conten-

tious political environment, depending on how different 
parties choose to interact in parliament.
The economic issues in India, such as unemployment, 
inflation and slow growth, likely caused voter dissatisfac-
tion. Despite efforts to improve the economy, ongoing 
problems may have made people lose faith in the ruling 
party’s ability to handle economic matters. Rural distress, 
a long-standing problem, probably further alienated rural 
voters. Protests by farmers and their demands for better 
support and fair prices might have influenced voters, es-
pecially in agricultural states. Additionally, how the gov-
ernment handled social and communal issues could have 
swayed voter behavior. Perceived failures or bias in manag-
ing communal tensions might have turned voters against 
the BJP. The natural tendency for voters to seek change 
after a long period of governance by the same party could 
also have played a role. This desire for new leadership 
often leads to significant shifts in election outcomes. The 
Congress party and its allies made a remarkable come-
back, gaining 142 seats, bringing their total to 234. This 
success marks a significant recovery for Congress, which 
struggled in the previous election. Congress likely ran a 
more effective campaign, addressing key voter concerns 
and presenting a compelling alternative to the BJP. Strong 
leadership, strategic alliances and effective use of social 
media and grassroots mobilization could have contribut-
ed to this success. By focusing on economic and social 
issues, Congress may have resonated with a broader sec-
tion of the electorate. Promises of economic reform, job 
creation, and social justice might have appealed to voters 
seeking change. Forming strategic alliances with region-
al parties and other opposition groups likely bolstered 
Congress’s seat count, helping consolidate anti-BJP votes 
and enhancing Congress’s overall performance. Smaller 
parties and independents, categorized as ‘other,’ saw a 
dramatic decline from 99 seats in 2019 to just 16 seats in 
2024. This indicates a significant consolidation of votes 
towards the two major alliances, suggesting a less frag-
mented parliament. A more streamlined legislative pro-

cess could result, with fewer coalition challenges. The 
decline of smaller parties may also indicate increased 
polarization within the electorate, with voters gravi-
tating towards the two dominant political forces. This 
polarization could lead to more intense political compe-
tition and sharper divisions within the electorate.
The new seat distribution suggests a more balanced 
parliament. With BJP and its allies holding 293 seats 
and Congress and its allies at 234, legislative process-
es might involve more negotiation and compromise. 
This balance could lead to more robust debates and di-
verse perspectives in policymaking. The shift in power 
dynamics might lead to changes in economic policies. 
Congress, with its increased influence, might push for 
policies focused on social welfare, job creation and eco-
nomic equity. The BJP may need to adapt its econom-
ic agenda to address the concerns that led to its seat 
loss. Social policies could shift towards inclusivity and 
social justice, especially if Congress uses its gains to pro-
mote its agenda. Issues such as education, healthcare, 
and social security might receive increased attention. 
The reduced number of seats for smaller parties could 
simplify coalition dynamics, with fewer small parties to 
negotiate. However, the close contest between BJP and 
Congress could lead to intense political maneuvering 
and alliances. The reduced majority for BJP might pose 
challenges in passing legislation, necessitating more 
collaboration and consensus building. Congress, with its 
significant gains, could play a crucial role in shaping the 
legislative agenda. The 2024 Indian General election re-
sults reflect a dynamic and evolving political landscape. 
The decline of the BJP and its allies, the resurgence of 
Congress and the reduction in seats for smaller parties 
indicate shifting voter sentiments and priorities. These 
changes suggest a more balanced parliament, potential 
shifts in policy direction, and new challenges and oppor-
tunities for governance. As India moves forward, the po-
litical landscape will continue to evolve, shaped by the 
actions and strategies of its key political players.
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DUBAI: The Pakistan women’s cricket 
team qualified for the semi-finals of the 
2024 Women’s Asia Cup after India claimed 
an 82-run win over Nepal at Rangiri Dam-
bulla International Stadium on Tuesday.
India were already in a strong position to 
qualify in the final four after they posted 
178/3 in 20 overs. The bowlers restricted 
Nepal on 96/9. India had defeated Paki-
stan and UAe previously too.
The Girls in Green had defeated the Unit-
ed Arab emirates (UAe) by 10 wickets in a 
must-win match earlier today.
Chasing the target of 104 runs, Paki-
stan’s opening duo of Gull Feroza and 
Muneeba Ali showed impeccable perfor-
mances with the bat as the Green Shirts 
reached home in just 14.1 overs without 

losing a single wicket. Feroza scored 62 
off 55 balls with eight fours while Munee-
ba contributed 37 runs on 30 deliveries 
with four boundaries.
Pakistan also became the first team to 
win a match by 10 wickets in the history 
of the Women’s T20 Asia Cup.
After being asked the bat first, the UAe 
women did not have a great start as they 
kept on losing wickets at regular intervals.
Skipper esha oza (16 off 26) and Theertha 
Satish (40 off 36) were the top two scorers 
for UAe as other than them, only Khushi 
Sharma (12 off 13) managed to contribute 
runs in double figures. For Pakistan, Sadia 
Iqbal, Nashra Sandhu and Tuba Hassan 
took two wickets each while skipper Nida 
Dar managed to get one. – Agencies

Pak qualifies for semi-finals after India’s win over Nepal
India and Pakistan finished first and second respectively in Group A points table

Briefs
US expresses 
concern over 
arrest of PTI...

From Page 01
and democratic principles, 
including the rule of law, 
equal justice under the law, 
and respect for human rights 
like freedom of expression 
and freedom of peaceful 
assembly”. Miller added 
that the department “urges 
that these principles be re-
spected in accordance with 
Pakistan’s constitution and 
laws”, before answering fur-
ther questions. Asked about 
the Department’s views on 
the state of democracy in 
Pakistan as well as Bangla-
desh, Miller replied, “What 
we as the United States have 
always done […] is to speak 
out for democratic values 
around the world and make 
sure that — or — and make 
clear that countries are 
strongest when they up-
hold democratic values […] 
anywhere in the world. And 
that’s what we’re going to 
continue to do.”

Courts 
should 

remain...
From Page 01

circular that the high court 
would operate 24/7. He said 
that he set a procedure that 
no matter what the time 
anyone could file a peti-
tion, which would then be 
sent to the then-IHC CJ on 
WhatsApp — whether it be 
3am or 4am. “1,400 ben-
efited from that circular. 
Nobody knows about them 
because they were not po-
litical people, they were 
ordinary people. only the 
Islamabad High Court did 
that. The high court was 
open for everyone,” Justice 
Minallah said. Clarifying 
that the media reports were 
wrong when they ran the 
news that he had arrived at 
the high court. “I was in my 
pyjamas [...] when I was in-
formed that Supreme Court 
Bar Association President 
Ahsan Bhoon wants to file 
a petition. But all petitions 
were frivolous and I didn’t 
pass any order.”

Zardari, 
Nawaz on 

the wrong...
From Page 01

Tehreek-e-Insaf, adding 
that whoever was siding 
with Nawaz Sharif and Asif 
Zardari won’t be able to 
survive in politics in future.  
Speaking about PTI found-
er Imran Khan, he said the 
14-month long illegal in-
carceration of Imran Khan 
couldn’t achieve anything 
for the government as peo-
ple had voted for his party 
without the PTI having a 
party symbol for the polls.  
He warned the government 
against rampant human 
rights abuses which may 
lead to anarchy. “The world 
is watching everything hap-
pening in Pakistan where 
even court orders are 
brushed under the carpet,” 
he cautioned. Underscoring 
the need for strengthening 
the judiciary, the former 
minister said people should 
obey court orders.  He also 
criticised those who were 
maligning the armed forces 
from abroad, cautioning that 
it won’t do them any good. 

Joe Biden 
admin 

seeks $101...
From Page 01

underscoring the need to in-
crease government revenue 
and reduce recurrent deficit 
to win the lender’s approv-
al. Under the IMF deal, the 
highest effective tax rate 
can rise to as much as 45% 
from the current 15%. It will 
be implemented from 2025, 
a move that was termed 
“unprecedented” by broker-
age and investment bank-
ing firm JS Global. Moving 
forward, he also expressed 
concern over the situation 
of women and minority 
groups in Afghanistan, not-
ing that relations with the 
Taliban government cannot 
normalise until the rights 
of Afghan citizens are re-
spected. The senior State 
Department official also de-
manded the Afghan Taliban 
to release all American pris-
oners in their custody.  The 
US remains the largest aid 
donor to impoverished Af-
ghanistan nearly three years 
after the Taliban seized Ka-
bul as the last US troops 
completed a chaotic pullout 
following 20 years of war 
with the Islamist militants.

Rafael Nadal, Alcaraz cautious 
over doubles medal chances

Paris 2024 Olympics

2008 singles gold medallist Nadal will link up with 
Alcaraz at Roland Garros for doubles championship

sports Desk

PARIS: Rafael Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz 
promised on Wednesday to make every 
effort to overcome lack of preparation 
even if they are aware that their combined 
stature at the olympics in Paris would not 
bring them any rewards. In an attempt to 
build on the doubles championship he and 
close friend Marc Lopez won in Rio in 2016, 
2008 singles gold medallist Nadal will link 
up with Alcaraz at Roland Garros as part 
of a tennis dream squad. Before his final 
olympics, the 22-time Grand Slam winner 
was eager to temper expectations because 
Nadal and Alcaraz would be working togeth-
er for the first time. “I understand the fasci-
nation, the hope of seeing us play together, 
(but) let’s not think that this translates into 
success, I think that’s a mistake,” said the 
38-year-old Nadal. “At the end of the day 
Carlos hasn’t played much doubles and I 
haven’t played much in either doubles or 
singles,” he said at a Spanish team press 
conference in the olympic Village.

Both Nadal and Alcaraz will also compete 
in the singles at Roland Garros, where 
Nadal has won the French open a record 
14 times. Alcaraz claimed the title in Par-
is for the first time last month. “We trust 
in the great moment that Carlos is in,” 
said Nadal. Alcaraz retained his Wimble-
don crown 10 days ago, landing his fourth 
Grand Slam at the age of 21. “We’re 
going to give our all to try and at least 
leave with the peace of mind of having 
done everything possible,” added Nadal. 
Meanwhile, Alcaraz said it was “a dream” 
to be able to make his olympic debut in 
doubles alongside Nadal.
He too sounded a note of caution and insist-
ed their star power was no guarantee of a 
medal. “What I can say is that we’re going 
to do give the best of ourselves… with great 
enthusiasm, let’s hope we can enjoy it and 
play well,” said Alcaraz, who beat Novak 
Djokovic again in this year’s Wimbledon 
final. Djokovic, who won singles bronze in 
2008, will also be in Paris as the olympic 
tennis tournament is held on clay for the 
first time since Barcelona in 1992.

Israeli Olympic Flagbearer 
signs bombs targeting 
Palestinian children

PARIS: Israeli team is set to participate in the Paris olym-
pics starting Friday after the French government as well 
as the International olympic Committee turned down calls 
to ban it over the genocidal war on Gaza. Netizens have 
been fuming at the body responsible for organizing the 
olympic Games and emmanuel Macron’s government for 
allowing “mass murderers” to participate in the marquee 
sports competition. According to reports, the flag-bearer 
of the Israeli contingent at the Paris olympics will be Peter 
Paltchik, a Ukrainian-born Israeli judoka who competes in 
the under-100 kg weight category. Social media users have 
pointed out that Paltchik, a former european champion, 
was one of those who signed bomb shells aimed at Pales-
tinian children in the Gaza Strip. In a post on X, formerly 
Twitter, after the Israeli regime launched its genocidal war 
against Palestinians in the besieged territory in october 
2023, Paltchik shared a photo of munitions signed by him. 
“From me to you with pleasure,” he wrote in the tweet, 
which stirred up the hornet’s nest. Leyla Hamed, a sports 
journalist based in the UK, said the presence of Israeli ath-
letes such as Paltchik “is going to make this olympics 
(in Paris) to be remembered as the Genocide Games.” 
Meet Israel’s flag bearer, Peter Paltchik, also known for 
signing bombs aimed at Palestinian children and civil-
ians in Gaza. Hamed hastened to add that Paltchik was 
part of the judo team that disrupted a pro-Palestinian 
protest in Japan and harassed protestors while wearing 

his olympic uniform. “Does this represent the @olympics spirit,” she asked. Israeli 
judo team disrupt a demonstration in solidarity with Palestine in Japan and threaten 
to kill protestors while wearing their olympics uniform. Her tweets came in response 
to a post by the Israeli olympic team on July 5 stating that Paltchik and Andi Murez 
would be flagbearers for the Israeli contingent at the Paris olympics. Max Blumen-
thal, a US-based journalist and editor of the Grayzone website, responding to Hamed’s 
tweet wrote that Israel “seldom wins gold because there are no olympic competitions in 
slaughtering masses of children and manipulating Western political hacks.” – Agencies

Govt set to 
deregulate 
petroleum 

prices
From Page 01

has been tasked with as-
sessing the impacts of de-
regulating petroleum prices 
and developing a strategic 
framework. The final frame-
work for deregulation will 
be presented to the prime 
minister for approval. In that 
regard, oMAP Chairman 
Tariq Wazir Ali wrote a let-
ter to the prime minister to 
draw his attention to the un-
recoverable exchange losses 
of the petroleum industry, 
which had been pending for 
a considerable time period. 
He stressed that prompt ac-
tion would help safeguard the 
petroleum industry from fur-
ther crisis and ensure its con-
tinued contribution to the na-
tional economy. He praised 
the government’s policies for 
putting the country back on 
the right track, adding that 
the “commitment to eco-
nomic stability and growth 
is a beacon of hope for many 
industries, including the pe-
troleum industry.” earlier, 
oil refineries also called on 
the government to make full 
recovery of the actual curren-
cy exchange losses.

Three 
‘agents’...
From Page 01

raids to arrest others in-
volved in the network. ear-
lier, the FIA identified more 
officials of the National Da-
tabase and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) allegedly 
involved in issuance of Com-
puterised National Identity 
Cards (CNICs) to Afghan 
nationals. The FIA’s investi-
gation has reached its final 
stages, and responsible of-
ficials have been identified. 
It was revealed that Afghan 
citizens were issued Paki-
stani ID cards in exchange 
for bribes, with the help of 
Pakistani families, the sourc-
es said. The investigation 
was initiated after the arrest 
of an Afghan national, Ma-
jidullah, who attempted to 
obtain a Pakistani passport. 
The investigation revealed 
that Majidullah bribed and 
pretended himself a mem-
ber of the family to obtain an 
ID card. The FIA already re-
corded statements from rel-
evant NADRA officials and is 
set to take action against the 
accused persons.

C’Wealth SG 
to arrive...

From Page 01
climate change, will reaffirm 
her solidarity with Pakistan, 
as it marks the second anni-
versary of the catastrophic 
2022 floods that submerged 
a third of the country and 
caused more than $30 billion 
in damage. She is also likely 
to tour some of the areas that 
were affected by the floods. 
During the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s visit, the two sides 
would also discuss avenues 
to enhance cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and the Com-
monwealth in other areas of 
shared interest, including 
supporting Pakistan’s na-
tional development plan, em-
powering youth, and boost-
ing trade and investment. 
With 2023/24 designated 
the “year of youth” by the 
Commonwealth and Pakistan 
chairing the Commonwealth 
youth Ministers Meeting, the 
Secretary-General will re-
ceive extensive briefings on 
the Prime Minister’s youth 
Programme and highlight 
the opportunities Common-
wealth membership brings 
to young people.

Pakistan 
‘approves’...

From Page 01
Additionally, the cabinet 
approved the establishment 
of special courts under the 
SeCP Act 1997, the signing 
of an MoU between Paki-
stan and Denmark, and the 
increase in the number of 
members of the Privatiza-
tion Commission Board. 
While addressing the cabi-
net meeting the Prime Min-
ister said the government 
is undertaking efforts to 
ensure ease of business in 
the country. Citing a recent 
meeting amongst different 
ministries, he said they 
have agreed to a liberal visa 
regime to promote invest-
ment and tourism including 
religious tourism in the 
country. He said the visa 
regime will be presented 
in the cabinet for the ap-
proval. Sharing details of 
the new visa regime, the 
Prime Minister said it en-
visages major changes, 
including providing free 
visas to businessmen and 
tourists from one hundred 
and twenty-six countries.

Basit Ali slams BCCI 
Secretary Jay Shah

He accuses the Indian official of exerting 
undue influence on other cricket boards

DNa

LAHoRe: Former Pakistan cricketer 
Basit Ali has criticized BCCI Secre-
tary Jay Shah for reportedly declin-
ing to travel to Pakistan for the 2025 
Champions Trophy. Ali accused Jay 
Shah of exerting undue influence on 
other cricket boards to align with his 
preferences. Despite ongoing secu-
rity concerns, Pakistan retains the 
hosting rights for the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy. The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) has initiated prepara-
tions for the event, including stadium 
renovations. However, India’s partici-
pation remains uncertain.
Recent reports suggest that the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
may request the International Crick-
et Council (ICC) to relocate India’s 
Champions Trophy matches to a neu-
tral venue, as the Indian government 
is expected to deny approval for the 
team’s travel to Pakistan.
Ali, visibly frustrated by BCCI’s stance, 
voiced his concerns in a youTube vid-

eo. He claimed that Jay Shah wields 
significant influence, asserting that 
“5-6 cricket boards blindly follow his 
directives. “There are 5-6 boards, they 
will talk with their tails wagging what 
Jay Shah will say. If he says the Cham-
pions Trophy will be in Pakistan, they’ll 
agree. If he says it’ll be a hybrid model, 
they’ll go with that too,” Basit said.
The former cricketer suggested that 
Shah has secured the support of ma-
jor cricket boards by offering substan-
tial payments for player participation 
in the Indian Premier League (IPL).
He argued that this financial leverage 
has led to a situation where boards are 
compelled to align with Shah’s deci-
sions. “It’s because when their players 
play in the IPL, BCCI pays their boards 
a huge amount whether it’s the english 
board, New Zealand board, West Indies 
board, or Australia board,” he said. 
Recently, at the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) annual meeting in Co-
lombo, the budget for the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy was officially approved. 
According to a local media report, 
this approval was granted on the final 

day of the meeting. Pakistan, the host 
nation for the event, was represented 
by Chairman Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) Mohsin Naqvi, who was present 
at the meeting. The budget was metic-
ulously prepared by ICC Chief Finance 
officer Ankur Khanna and PCB Chief 
Finance officer Javed Murtaza.The 
ICC have passed the budget for the up-
coming Champions Trophy 2025 which 
will be hosted by Pakistan in Febru-
ary-March next year.
However, the ICC allotted Rs 12.80 
billion to Pakistan for the multination-
al tournament. ICC’s chief finance of-
ficer, Ankur Khanna, and PCB’s chief 
finance officer, Javed Murtaza, had 
prepared the budget. ICC allocated 
this budget to the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) to renovate venues in 
Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi for 
the Champions Trophy 2025.
PCB are sticking to its original plan 
of hosting the whole tournament in 
Pakistan but as per Cricket Pakistan’s 
report team India might play their 
matches at a neutral venue rather 
than travelling to Pakistan.

Nadeem in good 
shape ahead of 

Po 2024
LAHoRe: Salman Butt, coach of premier javelin thrower 
Arshad Nadeem, on Monday said that Arshad is in good 
shape, adding that it was extremely difficult to cope with 
the hot conditions in Lahore ahead of the Paris olympics 
which will be formally opened on July 26. “He is in good 
shape and we will try to make him much better. We have 
worked hard but weather has affected our training. We 
don’t have indoor air-conditioned facilities. It’s very diffi-
cult condition to train,” Butt told The News in a detailed 
chat. Butt and Arshad are set to leave for Paris at 2am 
late Tuesday night. Arshad will compete in the qualifying 
phase to be conducted on August 6 while finals will be 
held on August 8.  This is the second time that the world 
silver medallist Arshad will be competing in olympics. 
He finished fifth in the 2020 Tokyo olympics.
“Despite tough conditions we have worked hard and have 
done four to five techniques,” Butt said. “Because of the 
hot conditions body becomes stiff and legs as well where he 
had an injury and we are to carry him carefully while taking 
care of all these things,” he said. “Now we are moving to 
better weather conditions in Paris and there we will utilise 
around 12 days as per our plans,” Butt said. “As you go 
near the competition you reduce the load and it makes the 
movement faster and reduces repetition. What we need is 
speed,” he said. Arshad is the sole medal hope for the coun-
try in Paris olympics. His personal best throw is 90.18m 
which is counted as the world’s top throw. He managed this 
in the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games which was 
also the Games record throw. Dogged by injuries for a long 
time, Arshad has eventually achieved fitness and a few days 
ago he made a good effort in the Diamond League in Paris 
where he finished fourth with a throw of 84.21m. – DNA

PM warns TTP’s...
From Page 01

millions of their people here without any complaint? We 
treated them like our brothers and never considered them 
as a burden. But we were rewarded in the form of TTP at-
tacks on our citizens to mar the country’s peace and busi-
ness. This is not acceptable,” he remarked. He said Pakistan 
was ready to face any kind of situation as its valiant armed 
forces had sacrificed their lives to safeguard the country and 
its people. Prime Minister Shehbaz also highlighted that the 
perpetrators of the May 9 riots, who had also attacked par-
liament, PTV and besieged the PM House in the past, had 
resorted to new tactics to malign the country and its armed 
forces as a malicious campaign was run against Army Chief 
General Asim Munir from the official website of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf. “We will not tolerate any such steps against 
the country, its innocent people, and armed forces,” he said 
and called for national unity to protect the national interest. 
The prime minister apprised the members of a decision to 
abolish the visa fees for 126 countries as a “quantum jump” 
to bring ease of doing business and attract businessmen, 
tourists and travelers to Pakistan. The decision, made after a 
threadbare discussion, would be tabled before the cabinet for 
its consideration, he added. He said the deficiency of the visa 
fees would be made up by foreign exchange earned through 
investment and tourism, including religious tourism of which 
Pakistan has immense potential. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
said that the visitors would get visas within 24 hours through 
the electronic travel authorization form. Besides, the e-gates 
would be established at Gwadar Port and nine airports - ini-
tially in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi airports. The prime 
minister strongly condemned the unprecedented human 
rights abuses of Israel against Palestinians as around 40,000 
Palestinians had been killed including thousands of children 
and women. He said despite the resolutions passed by the 
United Nations Security Council and UN General Assem-
bly and the decision by the International Court of Justice, 
Israel was unbudged from its oppression which was highly 
condemnable. The prime minister drew attention to the at-
tacks on Pakistan’s missions in Germany and London. He 
said the Foreign office had timely taken up the matter and 
that the envoys of the countries concerned should be given 
demarches to seek the protection of Pakistan’s missions.

Imran 
criticizes 

DG ISPR...
From Page 01

These measures have led to 
numerous arrests and legal 
actions against journalists 
and social media users 
accused of disseminating 
“negative propaganda” 
against the military and the 
state. Additionally, there 
have been several instanc-
es of restricted internet 
access, and notable social 
media platforms like X have 
faced bans. The military’s 
reaction had come against 
the backdrop of a post on 
Imran’s X account in which 
he urged his followers to 
study the Hamoodur Reh-
man Commission Report 
on the events leading to 
the separation of east Paki-
stan. The term had featured 
again in the 265th Corps 
Commanders’ Conference 
earlier this month. 
The attendees had stressed 
that the “onslaught of po-
litically motivated digital 
terrorism, unleashed by 
conspirators, duly abetted 
by their foreign cohorts 
against state institutions” 
was meant to induce “de-
spondency in the nation 
and sow discord through 
peddling of blatant lies, fake 
news and propaganda”.
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NAIRoBI : Kenya’s President William 
Ruto has appointed four members of the 
main opposition party as part of a new 
cabinet as protests continue to rock the 
east African nation. Ruto announced the 
nominees in an address to the nation on 
Wednesday. The president had promised 
to appoint a new “broad-based” cabinet 
in response to continuing nationwide 
protests that have threatened his hold 
on power. The announcement came two 
weeks after Ruto scrapped the previous 
cabinet as the protests, prompted by 
planned tax hikes, swelled. A clampdown 
by the authorities helped raise the num-
ber of people killed to more than 50, with 
hundreds more wounded. The opposition 
figures appointed to the new cabinet are 
allies of political veteran Raila odinga, 
whom Ruto defeated in elections in 2022. 
John Mbadi Ngo’ongo will lead the fi-

nance ministry and James opiyo Wandayi 
was named energy minister. “I commend 
the leadership of diverse organisations 
… for their encouraging response to my 
outreach to consult on forming a broad-
based government,” Ruto said in the ad-
dress from his official residence. “Their 
willingness to set aside partisan positions 
and interests in order to join a visionary 

partnership for the radical transforma-
tion of Kenya is a historic gesture of their 
patriotism.” However, the majority of the 
20 appointees announced so far were 
members of the disbanded cabinet, and 
reports suggest this has angered some. 
The nominations must next be approved 
by parliament, both chambers of which 
are controlled, with a slim majority, by 
allies of Ruto. Scepticism Ruto’s hope 
that a new cabinet, and the inclusion of 
opposition figures, would help defuse an-
ger, significant scepticism remains. The 
mostly young protesters who have large-
ly led the demonstrations, which already 
forced Ruto to withdraw the tax hikes, 
have voiced opposition to a unity govern-
ment. They said a deal between the rival 
camps would only perpetuate a tradition 
of leaders co-opting the opposition with 
jobs and perks while the population sees 
no benefits. Aiding Palestinian recovery: 
Physiotherapist offers services to Gaza’s 
wounded patients The protests have been 

mostly organised online and have stood 
out for their broad mobilisation of Ken-
yans across ethnic and regional lines. 
Demonstrators have condemned the en-
tire political class as corrupt and called 
for far-reaching reforms to address cor-
ruption and poor governance.
Last week, coalition allies of odinga’s par-
ty had indicated that they would not par-
ticipate in a unity government. It is still 
unclear how they will react to the nom-
inations. Ruto said he would announce 
the final two nominations to the new cab-
inet soon. He also said he would propose 
amendments to anticorruption and public 
procurement laws. ‘Journalists lives mat-
ter’  Meanwhile, unrest continues across 
Kenya, with activists now calling on Ruto 
to resign. on Wednesday, journalists 
joined marches in protest against what 
they see as heavy-handed government 
tactics to stifle media freedom, including 
police attacks on journalists during the 
demonstrations. 

Ruto adds opposition figures to cabinet as protests rumble on

Briefs
Trash balloon 

lands in
 South 

presidential 
compound

SeoUL: North Korean 
balloons carrying trash 
have landed near South 
Korea’s presidential office, 
the Presidential Security 
Service said on Wednes-
day. Trash carried by the 
balloons was identified in 
the area around the gov-
ernment complex in the 
yongsan area, the security 
service said in a statement. 
The objects in the balloons 
contained no contaminants 
or other risks, it added. 
Since May, North Korea has 
periodically sent hundreds 
of balloons carrying an as-
sortment of trash across 
the heavily fortified border 
with the South, prompting 
South Korea’s military to 
restart loudspeaker broad-
casts targeting the North. 
The North has said it is 
retaliating to an ongoing 
propaganda campaign by 
North Korean defectors and 
activists in the South, who 
regularly send inflatable 
containing anti-Pyongyang 
leaflets, alongside food, 
medicine, money and USB 
sticks loaded with K-pop 
videos and dramas. North 
Korea had sent another 
batch of trash-laden bal-
loons earlier on Wednesday, 
South Korea’s military con-
firmed.—APP

Japan sees 
biggest drop

 in population 
growth

ToKyo : Japan recorded 
its largest population de-
crease in history last year, 
with a significant drop of 
861,000 residents, accord-
ing to official data released 
on Wednesday. This de-
mographic shift, observed 
across various provinces, 
highlights the nation’s 
ongoing challenges with 
an aging population and 
declining birth rates. The 
population decreased from 
122.42 million in 2022 to 
121.56 million in 2023, To-
kyo-based Kyodo News re-
ported, citing data from the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and Communications. This 
marks the 15th consecutive 
year of decline and the larg-
est drop since the survey 
began in 1968. However, 
the capital Tokyo experi-
enced a slight population 
increase, rising by 0.03% 
due to a high influx of peo-
ple into the city, according 
to the report. The number 
of foreign nationals in Japan 
also increased, surpassing 
3.29 million for the first 
time. People aged 65 and 
older accounted for 29.38% 
of the Japanese population, 
an increase of 0.23%, while 
the working-age population, 
those between 15 and 64, 
declined slightly to 59.02%. 
Last year, Japan’s Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida 
called for implementing 
“unprecedented” measures 
to address the issue.—DNA

26 million 
people in 

Sudan
 are ‘acutely 
hungry’: UN

WASHINGToN : UN 
spokesman Stephane Dujar-
ric expressed concern Tues-
day over the worsening food 
situation in Sudan. “Almost 
26 million men, women and 
children are acutely hungry 
– to give you an example, 
that is equivalent to the 
entire population of Aus-
tralia,” Dujarric told report-
ers. “of those 26 million, 
750,000 people are just 
one step away from famine 
– which translates as IPC 
(Integrated Food Security) 
phase (classification) 5 for 
us.” People in Sudan are fac-
ing a “worst-case scenario,” 
he added. Sudan has been 
mired by fighting between 
the army, led by Gen. Abdel 
Fattah al-Burhan, who is the 
head of the ruling Sovereign 
Council, and the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
led by his former deputy 
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo. 
At least 12,260 people have 
been killed and more than 
33,000 injured in the conflict 
that started in April 2023, 
according to UN figures. 
A humanitarian crisis con-
tinues to worsen as nearly 
6.8 million people have fled 
their homes seeking safety 
in Sudan or neighboring 
countries. Several cease-
fire agreements brokered 
by Saudi Arabia and US 
mediators have failed to 
end the violence.—APP

Typhoon 
Gaemi forces 

Philippines 
to halt work

MANILA: Typhoon Gae-
mi and a southwest mon-
soon brought heavy rain 
on Wednesday to the 
Philippine capital region 
and northern provinces, 
prompting authorities to 
halt work and classes, while 
stock and foreign exchange 
trading were suspended. 
The presidential office sus-
pended classes at all aca-
demic levels and work in 
most government offices in 
the capital region, which is 
composed of 16 cities and 
home to at least 13 mil-
lion people, because of the 
tropical storm. Gaemi, with 
maximum sustained winds 
of 155 kilometers per hour 
(96.3 mph) and gustiness of 
up to 190 kph, was heading 
toward Taiwan, the Philip-
pines’ state weather agency 
said in a 5 a.m. bulletin. It 
did not make landfall but it 
is enhancing a southwest 
monsoon, resulting in heavy 
to intense rain in northern 
Philippines, the agency 
said. “Flooding and rain-in-
duced landslides are likely.” 
Gaemi and another tropical 
storm, Prapiroon, hit south-
ern Philippines and caused 
floods last week, resulting 
in seven deaths. The Phil-
ippine coast guard said 354 
passengers and 31 vessels 
were stranded in ports 
while airlines canceled 13 
flights on Wednesday, Ma-
nila’s airport authority 
said. The Philippines sees 
an average of 20 tropical 
storms annually, causing 
floods and deadly land-
slides.—Agencies 

earth breaks 
hottest

 day record 
for second 

day in a row
LoNDoN : The world again 
registered its hottest day 
on record on Monday, July 
22, inching past Sunday 
which had just taken the 
title, according to prelimi-
nary data from a european 
Union monitoring agen-
cy. As heatwaves sizzled 
around the world and wild-
fires engulfed parts of the 
Mediterranean, Russia and 
Canada, the global average 
surface air temperature 
rose to 17.15 degrees Cel-
sius (62.87 degrees Fahren-
heit) on Monday. That was 
0.06 C (0.11 F) higher than 
Sunday’s record according 
to the eU’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service, 
which has tracked such data 
since 1940. This includes 
temperatures in the South-
ern Hemisphere which is 
currently in winter, bring-
ing down the worldwide 
average. Scientists said 
it was possible that Tues-
day or Wednesday of this 
week could again surpass 
Monday’s record, as tem-
perature peaks generally 
happen in clusters. The last 
record hot day was in July 
2023, when the daily peak 
was broken across four 
consecutive days from July 
3 through 6. Before that, it 
was set in August 2016. 
What makes this year’s re-
cord unusual is that unlike 
in 2023 and 2016, the world 
in April moved out of the 
el Nino climate pattern 
which generally amplifies 
global temperatures owing 
to warmer-than-usual wa-
ters in the eastern Pacific. 
Karsten Haustein, a climate 
scientist at Leipzig Univer-
sity in Germany, said it was 
remarkable that the record 
had been breached again 
now with the world well into 
the “neutral” phase of the 
el Nino-Southern oscilla-
tion. even the Arctic is en-
during a heatwave.
Fairbanks, Alaska was set to 
hit 31 C (88 F) on Wednes-
day, approaching past re-
cords, while temperatures 
in parts of the Canadian, 
Russian and Norwegian 
Arctic were reaching tem-
peratures more than 9 C 
(16.2 F) above the 1979 to 
2000 baseline average for 
this time of year. Russia’s 
state forest agency has 
been battling dozens of 
blazes in Siberia in recent 
days as the unusually hot 
summer fuels fires.
In europe, Spain endured 
blistering temperatures in 
its second heatwave of the 
summer, which arrived on 
Tuesday, just four days af-
ter the first one ended. The 
heat was expected to peak 
on Wednesday, with at least 
one wildfire burning out 
of control in the northeast 
of the country. Weather 
service AeMeT put about 
half of Spain’s territory on 
orange alert for heat and 
part of the eastern region of 
extremadura on red alert, 
forecasting maximum tem-
peratures of 44 C.—APP

Turkiye monitors Greece, 
intervenes if needed
Türkiye will continue protecting Turkish minority in Western Thrace, erdogan says

news Desk

ANKARA : Türkiye monitors all 
steps of Greece and intervenes 
in case of need, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip erdogan said 
on Wednesday. Speaking at a 
parliamentary group meeting in 
Ankara, erdogan said Türkiye will 
continue protecting the Turkish 
minority in Western Thrace. er-
dogan emphasized that the same 
situation applies to the rights of 
the Turkish Cypriot people, who 
have been subjected to “injus-
tice, unlawfulness, and discrimi-
nation for nearly three-quarters 
of a century since the 1960s.” 
He noted that Western institu-
tions and organizations have 
done nothing while these oppres-
sions occurred. Türkiye and the 

Turkish Cypriots are fed up with federalism-based proposals, he 

stressed. erdogan affirmed the 
commitment to continue efforts 
within the organization of Islamic 
Cooperation and the organization 
of Turkic States to achieve recog-
nition for the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus. “We aim to im-
prove our friendship with all coun-
tries and increase the number of 
our friends,” he added.
Regarding Moody’s upgrade of 
Türkiye’s rating on Friday, erdo-
gan said it was an 11-year belated 
step as Türkiye has much high-
er economic capacity. Moody’s 
announced Friday it upgraded 
Türkiye’s long-term foreign- and 
domestic-currency issuer and for-
eign-currency senior unsecured 
ratings to B1 from B3. The global 
rating agency said the outlook re-
mains positive.
 “As the cost of the earthquake, 

which has reached $104 billion, 
decreases and as our policies 
yield results, we will make any 
additional resources available 
primarily to retirees and our peo-
ple,” erdogan said.
on Feb. 6, 2023, magnitude 7.7 
and 7.6 quakes struck 11 Turkish 
provinces -- Adana, Adiyaman, 
Diyarbakir, elazig, Hatay, Ga-
ziantep, Kahramanmaras, Kilis, 
Malatya, osmaniye, and Sanliur-
fa. A total of 53,537 people were 
killed and more than 107,000 oth-
ers were injured. over 14 million 
people in Türkiye were affected 
by the quakes, as well as many 
others in northern Syria.
 “our goal is to permanently in-
crease the well-being of our peo-
ple without putting our economy 
into a vicious cycle that fuels infla-
tion,” erdogan added.
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Lula rallies G20 against
 world hunger pre-meeting

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva  said that the fight 
against inequality, the fight against hunger, the fight against poverty 

are all fights that cannot be done by one country

weB Desk

RIo De JANeIRo: Bra-
zil’s President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva on 
Wednesday will launch 
a new initiative against 
world hunger ahead of an 
upcoming G20 meeting 
in Rio de Janeiro.
Finance ministers for 
grouping’s member 
states will convene 
Thursday and Friday in 
the Brazilian metropo-
lis, one of the final gath-
erings before the G20 
summit takes place on 
November 18-19 in the 
same city The initiative, 
dubbed the Global Al-
liance against Hunger 
and Poverty, will seek 
to secure common finan-

cial resources to combat 
world hunger and repli-
cate successful programs 
that have worked locally. 
“The fight against ine-
quality, the fight against 
hunger, the fight against 
poverty are all fights that 
cannot be done by one 
country,” Lula told re-
porters Monday.
“It has to be done by all 
the countries that are will-
ing to take on this historic 
responsibility.”
The initiative is one of Lu-
la’s major priorities ahead 
of the G20 summit.
A recent report published 
by the Food and Agricul-
ture organization of the 
United Nations outlining 
the state of world hunger 
will be presented at the 
meeting to illustrate the 
scale of the endeavor.

Aside from the world hun-
ger initiative, the agenda 
for this week’s meeting 
of G20 finance ministers 
will involve discussions 
of how to achieve another 
objective set by Brazil: fig-
uring out ways to tax the 
ultra-wealthy.
The initiative, first dis-
cussed during a meeting 
in Sao Paulo in Febru-
ary, involves determining 
methodologies to tax bil-
lionaires and other high-in-
come earners based on the 
work of French economist 
Gabriel Zucman. Howev-
er, talks have been highly 
contentious, and any for-
ward progress is far from 
guaranteed. US Treasury 
Secretary Janet yellen op-
posed international nego-
tiations of the subject dur-
ing a G7 finance meeting 

held in May in Italy.
“We think that probably 
the most effective and im-
pactful tax solutions in this 
space will almost certainly 
vary fairly widely across 
jurisdictions,” a senior US 
Treasury official said. The 
meeting will also discuss 
taxation of multinational 
corporations nearly three 
years after an agreement 
was signed to create a 
plan on the initiative.
Founded in 1999, the 
Group of 20 assembles 19 
of the world’s largest eco-
nomic powers, as well as 
the european Union and 
the African Union.
The organization was orig-
inally focused on global 
economic issues but has 
increasingly taken on 
other pressing challeng-
es of the moment.

Georgia probes 
alleged plot to 
overthrow govt
Georgia’s state intelligence agency has announced 
the opening of an investigation into a plot to “vio-
lently overthrow” the government. In a statement 
posted on Facebook on Wednesday,  the St ate 
Securi t y  Ser vice of  Georgia  sa id  i t  is  “ inves -
t igat ing cr iminal  act iv i t ies”  a imed at  creat -
ing unrest ,  inc luding a  p lot  to  k i l l  Bidz ina 
Ivanishvi l i ,  the honorar y chairman of  the 
governing Georgian Dream par t y.
The statement accused “former high officials” of 
being behind the plot, with local media reports 
suggesting links to Ukraine. The announcement 
came amid heightened tension in Georgia over the 
introduction of a “foreign influence” law that op-
ponents say illustrates the government is moving 
closer to Russia. “The aim of the criminal activities 
is to violently overthrow the state government by 
destructive forces in the midst of creating unrest 
in the country and weakening the government,” 
the statement read. “Active investigations and 
operative-search measures are underway in 
which specific persons are sent to the investiga-
tive body for questioning,” it added. The securi-
ty service did not name the suspects. However, 
Georgian media reported at least six people had 
been summoned for questioning, most of whom 
have fought against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Georgia’s authorities have repeatedly accused 
Ukraine-based Georgians fighting against Russia 
of plotting a coup. Tbilisi says it opposes Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine, but has declined to 
impose sanctions on Russia over its aggression. 
Georgia also hosts significant numbers of Rus-
sians who f led their country in fear of Moscow’s 
mobilisation efforts.—APP

Guterres welcomes 
China-Brokered 

accord for 
Palestinian unity

UNITeD NATIoNS: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
welcomed Tuesday an accord brokered by China seeking recon-
ciliation between Hamas and other Palestinian factions to form a 
national unity government in Gaza.
“I think all steps toward unity are to be welcomed and encour-
aged,” his spokesman Stephane Dujarric said, adding that Gu-
terres “very much welcomes the signing of the Beijing Decla-
ration by the Palestinian factions.” earlier on Tuesday, Hamas 
announced it had signed the agreement in Beijing with other 
Palestinian organizations — including rivals Fatah — to work to-
gether for “national unity.” Hamas and Fatah are long-term rivals 
and fought a brief but bloody war in 2007 in which the former 
seized control of Gaza. Fatah continues to dominate the Palestini-
an Authority, which has limited administrative control over urban 
areas of the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Israel swiftly slammed 
the Beijing-brokered deal, with Foreign Minister Israel Katz in-
sisting that “Hamas rule will be crushed” and accusing Palestin-
ian president Mahmud Abbas, a leader of Fatah, of embracing 
the group whose october 7 attacks triggered the war in Gaza. 
The text of the deal outlines plans for “a temporary national uni-
ty government by agreement of the Palestinian factions” which 
would “exercise its authority and powers over all Palestinian ter-
ritories” — the Gaza Strip as well the West Bank, including Israe-
li-annexed east Jerusalem. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang yi said 
the factions had agreed to set up an “interim national reconcilia-
tion government” to govern post-war Gaza. Speaking at the UN, 
spokesperson Dujarric said unity among the Palestinian factions 
was crucial.“Palestinian unity... is crucial for peace and security 
and for advancing the aspirations of the Palestinian people for self 
determination and for fully independent, democratic, contiguous, 
viable and sovereign Palestinian state,” he said.—APP

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister Board of Investment, Abdul Aleem Khan meets with the Chinese 
Ambassador, His Excellency Jiang Zaidong to Bolster Economic Cooperation.—DNA

Despite president’s hope that a new cabinet could quell  
protests, scepticism remains and rallies continue
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Israel carries 
out new raids as 
Netanyahu in US

news Desk

GAZA: Israeli forces carried out new raids in the Gaza 
Strip on Wednesday, hours before Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was due to address the US Congress.
The latest Israeli attacks destroyed homes in towns east 
of Khan younis in southern Gaza and thousands of peo-
ple were forced to head west to seek shelter, residents 
said. The Palestinian Civil emergency Service said it had 
received distress calls from residents trapped in their 
homes in BaniSuhaila, east of Khan younis, but were un-
able to reach the town. Israel’s military, which is trying 
to eradicate the Islamist militant group Hamas after the 
oct. 7 attack on Israel, said it had been operating in are-
as from which fighters had been able to fire rockets into 
Israel and attack Israeli troops. Gaza health officials said 
Israeli military strikes in the past 24 hours had killed at 
least 55 people, the latest casualties in a war that health 
authorities in the enclave say has killed more than 39,000 
Palestinians. “Where should we go? Shall we cross into 
the sea?” said Ghada, who has been displaced with her 
family six times during the war, said from Hamas City in 
northwestern Khan younis. “We are exhausted, starved, 
and want the war to end now, now not an hour later. every 
day means more families are wiped off the registration 
book,” she said via a chat app. Local residents said they 
had been ordered to head west toward a designated 
humanitarian area, but that the area was now unsafe. 
Israeli forces also carried out airstrikes on several 
areas of central and northern Gaza Strip, killing and 
wounding several Palestinians, health officials said.

Foreign Secretary Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi underlined 
the right of developing countries to access dual-use goods 
& technologies for socio-economic development and urged 

striking a balance between protecting national security interests
 

khAyAM ABBAsi

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Muhammad Syrus Sajjad 
Qazi today inaugurated the two-day Regional Conference 
on export Control Programme for Dual-Use Goods in 
Central Asia, being held in Islamabad. Co-organized by 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad and the european 
Union, the Regional Conference brings together Senior 
officials and experts from Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Paki-
stan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, the US, the 
eU, the UN and representatives of multilateral export 
control regimes and other international organizations 
The participants will discuss national approaches on stra-
tegic trade controls with a view to promoting internation-
al cooperation on trade of goods and technologies, in line 
with the relevant United Nations Resolutions, particularly 
UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 1540.
At the inaugural session, Foreign Secretary Muhammad 
Syrus Sajjad Qazi underlined the right of developing coun-
tries to access dual-use goods & technologies for socio-eco-
nomic development and urged striking a balance between 

protecting national security interests and facilitating legiti-
mate trade. He stated that Pakistan is diligently fulfilling all 
its obligations pertaining to nonproliferation and disarma-
ment. As a responsible state of a thriving technology land-
scape with advanced nuclear technology, Pakistan remains 
fully cognizant of its nonproliferation obligations, he stat-
ed. In his welcome address, Director General SeCDIV, Ha-
roon Rashid, briefed the participants on Pakistan’s exten-
sive legislative, regulatory and administrative framework 
for exercising controls over the transfer of sensitive goods 
and technologies to prevent their diversion to non-peaceful 
uses. Pakistan’s national control lists are fully harmonized 
with those of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), Mis-
sile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and Australia 
Group (AG) and its export control regime is at par with 
the highest international standards. The Regional Con-
ference showcases Pakistan’s robust cooperation with 
regional and global stakeholders in non-proliferation ef-
forts. The Conference also demonstrates Pakistan’s role 
as an important partner of the international community 
in the implementation of strategic trade controls in line 
with the objectives of UNSC Resolution - 1540.

FS inaugurates conference
of CA countries in Islamabad

Briefs
Govt is afraid 

of PTI’s 
popularity, 

says Saif
shAMiM shAhiD

PeSHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Advisor 
Barrister Saif said on Wednes-
day that the government of 
“Ali Baba and 40 thieves” 
was afraid of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) popu-
larity. He said whatever odds 
the government may stack 
against the PTI, neither 
would they make any deal 
nor flee the country, add-
ing that the PTI is an idea 
that can never be killed.
He said the PTI had been 
facing all sorts of troubles 
for the last 20 months, 
stressing that his party 
would continue to over-
come all legal and consti-
tutional barriers. “Banning 
political parties and silenc-
ing critics is a hallmark of 
this fake government. It will 
not affect anything as peo-
ple stand by the PTI. Pro-
scribing the PTI will be the 
most foolish decision of the 
government as it will harm 
itself in the end ,” he added.

Bails of May 
9 accused 
challenged 

in SC
court reporter 

ISLAMABAD: The Punjab 
government challenged the 
lower court order in the Su-
preme Court for canceling 
the bails of the May 9 ac-
cused. The Anti-Terrorism 
Court Rawalpindi judge was 
made a party in the petition. 
The Punjab government 
filed the petition through 
the Prosecutor General.
The government in the pe-
tition requested that the ac-
cused in the list be denied 
bail. The list of 57 accused 
including PTI founder Im-
ran Khan, senior leader 
Shah MehmoodQureshi, 
and Sheikh Rashid was 
submitted to the Supreme 
Court in this regard. The 
Anti-Terrorism Court Rawal-
pindi had granted bail to the 
accused. the decision of the 
Anti-Terrorism Court was 
challenged in the Lahore 
High Court earlier.  

Govt urged to 
cancel capacity 

payment 
accords 

fAisAl sheikh

ISLAMABAD:MuttahidaQa-
umi Movement Pakistan 
senior leader Mustafa Ka-
mal says Pakistan cannot 
progress under the current 
conditions of capacity pay-
ments, urging the govern-
ment to scrap the accords 
with local independent pow-
er producers (IPPs).
Speaking to the media after 
visiting the National electric 
Power Regulatory Authority 
(Nepra) office on Wednes-
day, he highlighted the rising 
energy costs as the biggest 
issue facing the country, not-
ing that little effort had been 
made to alleviate the bur-
den on the masses. Kamal 
claimed that the country has 
a capability of 43,000MW, yet 
despite this massive poten-
tial, the issue of loadshedding 
has remained unresolved for 
many decades. “The matter 
has been made worse with 
the rising power bills,” the 
former Karachi mayor added.

IHC forms 
larger bench 
over missing 

persons cases
speciAl corresponDent 
ISLAMABAD: The IHC has 
constituted a larger bench 
to hear cases of missing 
persons. After wrapping up 
the plea seeking recovery 
of missing poet Ahmed Far-
had, on June 7 IHC judge 
MohsinAkhtarKiani stated 
his intention to write to the 
Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) to constitute a larger 
bench for cases involving 
missing persons, ensuring 
that multiple judges can 
review the positions taken. 
As per details, the bench will 
be headed by Justice Mo-
hsin Akhtar Kiyani and will 
include Justice Tariq Me-
hmood Jahangiri and Justice 
Arbab Muhammad Tahir.

CM Gandapur’ 
accepts all 
demands of 
Bannujirga

Apex committee to 
discuss demands of 
jirga members in a 
meeting likely to be 

held tomorrow

BureAu report

PeSHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur has 
accepted all demands of the 
BannuAman Jirga in a meet-
ing held earlier this week, 
Geo News reported citing 
sources on Wednesday.
The jirga’s demands will 
be presented before the 
apex committee meeting 
expected to be held tomor-
row, wherein the terms of 
reference (ToRs) for the 
constitution of a committee 
to probe into the Bannu in-
cident, the sources said.
The forthcoming session 
of the apex committee 
will be attended by the KP 
chief secretary, addition-
al secretary home, Corps 
Commander Peshawar, KP 
Inspector General (IG), and 
other senior officers.
The people familiar with 
the meeting also said the 
jirga sought to dismantle 
armed groups operating 
in the province; empower 
police and ensure their pa-
trolling at night; allow CTD 
to conduct search opera-
tions or take action against 
terrorists instead of securi-
ty forces; and present miss-
ing persons before courts.

Harris holds 
slight lead 

over Trump 
in new poll

WASHINGToN: US Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
has been quickly building 
momentum among fellow 
Democrats as she seeks to 
clinch her party’s nomina-
tion, posing a challenge to 
Republican nominee Donald 
Trump, a new poll shows.
The Reuters/Ipsos poll, 
conducted between July 22 
and July 23, found Harris 
leading Trump 44% to 42% 
among registered voters. 
Five percent of voters said 
they would support some 
other candidate, 4% said 
they wouldn’t vote and 4% 
said they didn’t know. The 
poll has a margin of error 
of plus or minus three per-
centage points. The latest 
findings show Harris making 
steady progress. She was 
previously tied with Trump 
44% in a July Reuters/Ipsos 
poll, and the former presi-
dent was leading Harris by 
one percentage point in a 
June poll. – Agencies

German envoy meets Maryam, 
vows to strengthen bilateral ties
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz said that it is hoped that the 
people involved in the Germany incident will be brought to 

justice and such incidents will not happen in the future

DnA

LAHoRe: Ambassador of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Alfred Grannas met 
with Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz. 
In the meeting, commitment to strengthen 
mutual relations was reiterated. Maryam 

Nawaz appreciated the quick action of the 
German authorities on the attack of miscre-
ants on the Pakistani embassy in Germany. 
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz said that it 
is hoped that the people involved in the 
Germany incident will be brought to justice 
and such incidents will not happen in the 
future. The meeting discussed the promo-

tion of bilateral relations. economic coop-
eration, cooperation in technical education 
were also discussed in the meeting.
Chief Minister Punjab appreciated Germa-
ny’s ongoing cooperation and investment in 
the development sectors of Punjab, while 
possibilities of further cooperation in var-
ious sectors including renewable energy, 

vocational training and information tech-
nology were also reviewed. German Am-
bassador Alfred Grannas reiterated his de-
termination to strengthen mutual relations 
with Punjab and appreciated the efforts of 
the provincial government in creating a fa-
vorable environment for foreign investment 
in Punjab. In the meeting, mutual cooper-
ation was agreed in achieving sustainable 
development goals, promoting innovation 
and technological development.
In the meeting of the two leaders, the pos-
sibilities of possible partnership in health, 
education and other sectors were reviewed
Chief Minister Punjab assured full support 
in providing facilities required by German 
investors and businesses. During the meet-
ing measures to increase technical educa-
tion and vocational training programs in 
Punjab were also discussed.
Maryam Nawaz said we want to equip the 
youth with skills that meet the require-
ments of the job market. Chief Minister 
Punjab Maryam Nawaz Germany is the 
global leader in renewable energy issues, 
Germany has served humanity by taking 
environmentally friendly measures.
Solarization project has been started to 
provide clean and green energy to the cit-
izens of Punjab, said Maryam Nawaz.
Senator Pervez Rasheed and other officials 
were also present during the meeting.
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Brussels berates Italy, Hungary 
fordecline in rule-of-law

The three countries fared badly in the new edition of the Rule of 
Law report, released every year by the european Commission. The 
extensive report examines all member states and offers tailored 
recommendations to address deficiencies and close loopholes

foreign Desk

BRUSSeLS: The european Commission has released the 
new edition of its Rule of Law Report, showing persistent 
problems in press freedom. Italy, Hungary and Slovakia 
have come under fire over their continued decline in demo-
cratic standards, which threatens the effective prosecution 
of corruption, the independence of the judicial system and 
the safety of journalists. The three countries fared badly in 
the new edition of the Rule of Law report, released every 
year by the european Commission. The extensive report 
examines all member states and offers tailored recommen-
dations to address deficiencies and close loopholes.
"Protecting the rule of law is a continuous work," Vera 
Jourová, the Commission's vice-president for values 
and transparency, said on Wednesday while presenting 
the main findings. "We see that further action is still 
needed." The report is "neither naming or shaming, 
nor praising anyone," she added, calling it a "preventive 
tool" to foster dialogue and raise awareness. Still, the 
exercise inevitably creates a magnified lens over certain 
countries suspected of drifting away from eU norms. 
This year, Italy is urged to do more to ensure the proper 
funding of public media, protect the professional secre-
cy of journalists and reform its defamation regime.
The call comes amid concerns in Italy over the growing 
political influence in the media sector, alleged episodes of 
censorship, the harassment of critical voices and the poten-
tial acquisition of the AGI news agency by a far-right legisla-
tor. In May, reporters at RAI, the public broadcaster, went 
on strike to protest what they described as the "suffocating 

control" exerted by GiorgiaMeloni's government over edi-
torial content. Meloni has filed legal cases against several 
reporters who have made scathing remarks about her. Last 
week, a journalist was ordered to pay €5,000 in damages 
for mocking the prime minister's height on social media.
"We have been expressing the need for (journalistic) safe-
guards for years now," Jourová said when asked about Italy. 
"But with new incidents reported by stakeholders and budget 
cuts, this is becoming very urgent." Regarding Hungary, a 
perennial thorn in the Commission's side, the report shows 
a total lack of progress in several areas, including rules on 
lobbying and revolving doors, the prosecution of high-level 
corruption cases, transparency in state advertising, editorial 
independence of public media and obstacles that hinder the 
work of NGos. over the past years, Brussels has launched 
many infringement procedures against Budapest, most re-
cently over the so-called "Sovereignty Protection office," 
empowered to probe people and organisations that receive 
foreign funding and are suspected of influencing the coun-
try's political debate and electoral processes.
The controversial office has begun proceedings into 
Transparency International and Átlátszó, an investiga-
tive nonprofit supported by international donations. In 
reaction to the persistent trend of democratic backslid-
ing, the Commission froze more than €30 billion in Hun-
gary's allocated share of cohesion and recovery funds, a 
situation that Prime Minister Viktor orbán repeatedly 
decried as "financial blackmail." Last year, though, the 
executive released €10.2 billion after Budapest intro-
duced a judicial reform in line with eU recommenda-
tions. The decision triggered a furious backlash and led 
the european Parliament to sue the Commission.


