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Tariq Masood, Mazhar 
Alam Miankhel sworn 
in as SC ad hoc judges

Special Corespondent 
Islamabad: Justice (retd) Tariq Masood 
and Justice (retd) Mazhar Alam Miankhel 
on Monday were sworn in as Supreme 
Court’s ad hoc judges by Chief Justice of 
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa for a period 
of one year. The oath-taking ceremony, 
attended by other SC judges and Attor-
ney General for Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor 
Usman Awan, comes after President Asif 
Ali Zardari approved their appointments 
under Article 182 of the Constitution in 
the apex court on Friday. The president’s 
nod followed CJP Isa-led Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan’s (JCP) approval in a meet-
ing attended by eight members including 
four senior SC judges — Justice Mansoor 
Ali Shah, Justice Muneeb Akhtar, Justice 
Aminuddin Khan, Justice Yahya Afridi — 
a retired judge Justice Maqbool Ahmed 

Continued on Page 06

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz and British High Commissioner in Pakistan 
Jane Marriott held a meeting and vowed to strengthen bilateral ties. – DNA

CJP Qazi Faez Isa administers oath 
to judges appointed for a period of 

one year to reduce pendency of cases

Despite reservations

Briefs

TLP leader ‘arrested’ 
for inciting violence
State will not allow anyone to issue 
a fatwa calling for anyone’s murder

Bureau Report 
LAHORE: Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) Vice 
Emir Pir Zaheerul Hasan Shah, who had gone in 
hiding in Okara, has been arrested after being 
booked for inciting violence against Chief Justice 
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, sources told Geo 
News on Monday. Shah’s arrest comes after a case 
was lodged against him for a speech made dur-
ing a protest rally outside the Lahore Press Club 
during a demonstration against the SC verdict in 
the Mubarak Sani case. The case was lodged in 
Lahore’s Qila Gujjar Sing police station on behalf 
of Station House Officer (SHO) Hammad Hussain 
against the TLP leader and 1,500 party workers 
for issuing death threats to the chief justice. The 
FIR includes provisions of the Anti-Terrorism Act 
(ATA) and those related to spreading religious 
hatred and anarchy, pressuring and threatening 
the higher judiciary, interference in state affairs, 

Continued on Page 06

Govt to deal 
hate-mongers 

with an iron fist

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The government on Monday strongly con-
demned life threats to Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi 
Faez Isa by a certain group and announced initiating legal 
proceedings so that no one could dare to challenge the writ 
of the state.  “The law will take its course against the el-
ements behind the provocative and baseless propaganda 
campaign against the CJP” said Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif while addressing a press conference along with Federal 
Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal.
He regretted that an attempt was being made to spread 
bloodshed in the name of religion for vested political in-
terests.  He said that believing in the finality of the Holy 
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) is part 
of our faith.  He said that the Supreme Court has already 
clarified its position on the matter.  The minister pointed 
out that Qazi Faez Isa is being targeted for many years un-
der various pretexts. He stated there there is an ongoing 
effort to silence a principled and upright voice in the judici-
ary. Emphasizing the need for the rule of law, Khawaja Asif 
stated that the dictation of any individual or group will not 
be accepted. Meanwhile speaking on the occasion, Federal 
Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, 
Ahsan Iqbal strongly condemned a recent announcement 
by a group, threatening the life of Chief Justice Qazi Faez 
Isa, denouncing it as an act of sedition against the country’s 
constitution and religious values.” He said that the govern-
ment will also take legal action to prevent such incidents in 

Continued on Page 06

Referring to the ongoing campaign against Chief Justice 
of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa, the defence minister said that 

few misguided people were targeting the CJP for a recent 
SC verdict which, he said, had nothing to do with the CJP

SBP cuts 
policy rate 
by 100bps 
to 19.5%
SBP Governor 

Jameel Ahmed says 
inflation rate eased 

to 12.60%, while 
external account 

continues to improve

Nazir Siyal 
Karachi: The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Mon-
day reduced the interest 
rate from 20.5% to 19.5%, 
the second cut in a row, 
citing a slight cooling in the 
inflation rate — a move that 
is mostly in line with the 
general market consensus. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence after MPC meeting on 

Continued on Page 06

TTP chief 
booked in 
terrorism 

cases
Cases have been 

registered against 
Mehsud Ghat Haji 

at CTD North 
Waziristan and 

Der Ismail Khan

Mehtab Pirzada 
ISLAMABAD: A case 
was registered against 
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) chief Noor Wali 
Mehsud and Ahmad Hus-
sain alias Ghat Haji in a 
terrorism case following 
a recently surfaced phone 
call in which they can be 
heard talking about attack 
on public properties and 
schools. Both have been 
booked under various sec-
tions of the Anti-Terrorism 

Continued on Page 06

Staff Report 
Rawalpindi:  On 29 July 24, a violent mob in garb of so 
called Baloch Raji Muchi assaulted Security Forces’ per-
sonnel employed for security duties in Gwadar district. 
Resultantly, Sepoy Shabbir Baloch (Age: 30 years; resi-
dent of: District Sibi), embraced shahadat.  In addition, 
the unprovoked assaults by the violent protesters have re-
sulted in injuries to sixteen soldiers including an officer. 
While on the other hand, fake and malicious propaganda 
is being spread on social media using doctored pictures 
and videos by the propagandists to gain sympathy and 
support for the unlawful violent march.  Security forces 
have displayed extreme restraint to avoid unwarranted 
civilian casualties despite provocations. The violent ac-
tions of the mob are unacceptable and those responsible 
will be brought to justice. All citizens are urged not to fall 
prey to the propaganda, remain calm and peaceful, and 
to cooperate with law enforcement agencies in maintain-
ing public safety and order. Security Forces of Pakistan, 
in step with the Nation, remain determined to thwart at-
tempts of sabotaging peace and stability of Balochistan.

Gwadar: Solider martyred, 
16 injured by violent mob

Security forces have displayed extreme restraint to avoid 
unwarranted civilian casualties despite provocations

Condemns life threats to CJP

JI’s Hafiz Naeem warns 
of expanding protests
Hafiz Naeem says protest to expand to 

Karachi, Peshawar, and Quetta within two days

Capacity charges unacceptable 

Khayam Abbasi 
Rawalpindi: Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, the 
Amir of Jamaat-e-Islami, has issued a stern 
warning that if immediate demands regard-
ing inflation are not met, protests will expand 
to Karachi, Peshawar, and Quetta within two 
days. He emphasized that the sit-ins will per-
sist until their demands are fulfilled, even 
hinting at the possibility of a march to Islam-
abad’s D-Chowk. During a press conference 
at the ongoing sit-in at Liaquat Bagh Chowk 
in Rawalpindi, Hafiz Naeem highlighted the 
protest, now in its fourth day, as a demon-
stration of the public’s determination and 
resilience. He pointed out the burden of 
high electricity bills and the government’s 
lack of response to alleviate this issue. He 
noted that a significant number of women 
would join the protest despite obstacles in 
Lahore, criticizing the government, which 
he described as being controlled by a single 
family, for creating hurdles and worsening 
the situation. Hafiz Naeem condemned the 

Continued on Page 06

Kurrum dispute 
intensifies as death 

toll reaches 43
Despite negotiations and 

ceasefire agreement, intense 
gunfire continues in various 

parts of Lower Kurram

DNA 
DERA ISMAIL KHAN: The tribal 
clashes in Kurram District upon land 
dispute have intensified, resulting 
in the deaths of 43 individuals, with 
177 reported injured. According to po-
lice sources, the conflict between the 
tribes has entered its sixth day. Despite 
a ceasefire agreement, intense gunfire 
continues in various parts of Lower 
Kurram. Meanwhile, no firing has 

Continued on Page 06

Maryam, British 
HC vow to enhance 

cooperation 
Maryam Nawaz welcomes 

the British companies’ 
investment in solar project

Bureau Report 
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Mar-
yam Nawaz and British High Commis-
sioner in Pakistan Jane Marriott held 
a meeting and vowed to strengthen 
bilateral ties. Both sides agreed to 
boost cooperation in health, education 
and other sectors, during the meeting. 
Punjab CM informed the British High 

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan, 
Bushra’s 
physical 
remand 

approved
Court Reporter

RAWALPINDI: An account-
ability court on Monday 
approved a 10-day phys-
ical remand of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan and 
his wife, Bushra Bibi in 
Toshakhana reference filed 
by National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) recently. 
The anti-corruption body’s 
team had presented the 
couple before the court af-
ter the expiry of their pre-
vious seven-day remand. 
The anti-graft watch had 
sought a 14-day remand of 
the couple, but the court 
turned down the request 
and approved physical re-
mand till August 08.

Iran vows to 
strengthen 

ties with Pak
Consul General 

Nourian acknowledged 
the various global 
challenges facing 
the world today

DNA
Karachi: A farewell cere-
mony was held in Karachi 
to bid adieu to the outgoing 
Consul Generals of Indone-
sia, Dr. June Hadiningrat, 
and Thailand, Mr. Narut 
Soontrarodom. The event, 
attended by dignitaries, 
diplomats, and foreign min-
istry officials, also marked 
the welcome of the new 
Dean of Consular Corps, 
Iranian Consul General Mr. 
Hassan Nourian. In his fare-
well speech, Mr. Nourian 
praised the outgoing Con-
sul Generals for their tire-
less efforts in promoting 
commercial, cultural, and 
people-to-people relations 
between Pakistan and their 
respective countries.

SG Patricia appreciates 
Pak commitment to the 
Commonwealth principles 
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ISLAMABAD :Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Reform, 
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal stated that the 
government is committed to 
eradicating hepatitis C from the 
country.
He said this while speaking as 
the chief guest at the launching 
ceremony of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Programme for the Elimi-
nation of Hepatitis C in Pakistan 
on World Hepatitis Day themed, 
“It’s time for action.”  Ashan 
Iqbal formally inaugurated the 
programme on behalf of Prime 
Minister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif 
in the PM House on Monday. 
Ahsan Iqbal said that the PM’s 
programme would help in elim-
inating hepatitis C in the coun-
try. A special task force will be 
formed to address challenges 
in health, education, and oth-
er areas in collaboration with 
provinces. He said the initial re-
sults of the first digital census 
conducted in Pakistan indicated 

that the country’s population 
growth rate has increased from 
2.4 percent to 2.55 percent, po-
sitioning Pakistan among the 30 
fastest-growing nations, with a 
projected population of 500 mil-
lion by 2050.
He stated that managing food, 
water, education, and employ-
ment for such a large population 
is challenging and emphasized 
the need to impose a national 
emergency to control popula-
tion growth. He said that in 
April 2022, after the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) 
government took office, they 
summoned 1,000 experts from 
various fields to propose solu-
tions to address the significant 
challenge of saving the country 
from default. Ahsan emphasized 
that stable leadership and con-
sistent policies are crucial for 
success, citing expert opinions. 
A total of 26 million children are 
out of school and realizing the 
dream of an educated nation re-
quires enrolling them. Member 
PM’s Task Force on Hepatitis 

Elimination Dr. Saeed Akhtar 
said almost 10 million Pakistan-
is are active carriers of hepati-
tis. He stated that the Execu-
tive Committee of the National 
Economic Council (ECNEC) has 
approved a PC1 of 68.25 billion 
for the Prime Minister’s Pro-
gramme for the Elimination of 
Hepatitis C in Pakistan.
The federal share will be 34.78 
billion, while the provinces will 
contribute 33.42 billion for the 
programme in the next three 
years. The programme would be 
executed with assistance from 
40 non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) as private part-
nership is key for the success 
of any programme. He said that 
the programme aims to screen 
the entire population and attain 
hepatitis-free status by Decem-
ber 2029. A PM’s portal has 
been set up for individuals to 
self-register for hepatitis virus 
screening, he added. He asked 
people to avoid unnecessary 
injections and drips, tattoos, 
and get dental and surgical pro-

cedures only from authentic 
medical facilities with proper 
sterilisation of instruments, ask 
barbers to use new blades and in 
case of blood transfusion make 
sure it is screened properly. 
Prime Minister’s Coordinator 
Dr. Malik Mukhtar Ahmed Bhar-
ath stated that there are 60 mil-
lion people worldwide suffering 
from hepatitis, with 10 million of 
them in Pakistan.
 Dr. Mukhtar said the PM’s Hep-
atitis elimination program is 
being launched in collaboration 
with the federal government 
and all four provinces. Every-
one over the age of 12 will be 
screened, and free treatment 
will be provided to those diag-
nosed with hepatitis.
In a video message, World 
Health Organisations (WHO) 
Director-General Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus congrat-
ulated Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on the launch of the hep-
atitis elimination program and 
urged other countries to emu-
late Pakistan’s initiative.

Ahsan unveils PM’s programme toeliminate Hepatitis 

India’s power shift
 unlikely to change

 Kashmir policy

Islamabad : President Asif Ali Zardari being briefed about the Benazir Income Support Program 
(BISP) by Chairperson BISP,  Rubina Khalid, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.—DNA

The discussion emphasized the need for sustained efforts to 
counter India’s consistent policy of dominating occupied Kashmir, 
despite the BJP’s apparent weakened position after the elections

Adil Shaheen

 Islamabad : The Kashmir move-
ment is likely to remain an ongoing 
process despite the slightly changed 
power dynamics following the gen-
eral elections in India. Although the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) governs 
in coalition with other parties, both 
the BJP and the Indian National Con-
gress share similar policies on foreign 
and domestic matters, including Kash-
mir. While the Indian stance remains 
unchanged, various internal factors 
and shifts in the external environment 
will inevitably influence the situation 
over time and could act as catalysts 
for resolving the issue. Meanwhile, 
to effectively counter Indian policies, 
Pakistan must leverage its strengths, 
demonstrate long-term commitment, 

and adopt a strategic, multidimen-
sional approach. These views were 
expressed during the 23rd IPS Work-
ing Group on Kashmir meeting, titled 
‘Third BJP Government: India’s Kash-
mir Policy and its Future Outlook’ or-
ganized by the Institute of Policy Stud-
ies (IPS), Islamabad. The session, 
moderated by Ambassador (r) Syed 
Abrar Hussain, vice-chairman IPS, 
was addressed by Khalid Rahman, 
chairman IPS, Dr. Syed Muhammad 
Ali, security analyst and strategist, 
Dr Waleed Rasool, director Institute 

of Multi-Track Dialogue Development 
& Diplomatic Studies, Dr Raja Sajjad 
Muhammad Khan, director Kashmir 
Policy Research Institute, Iftikhar 
Gillani, Ankara-based Kashmiri jour-
nalist, and Farzana Yaqoob, former 
minister of AJK and IPS research as-
sociate. The discussion emphasized 
the need for sustained efforts to coun-
ter India’s consistent policy of domi-
nating occupied Kashmir, despite the 
BJP’s apparent weakened position 
after the elections. Recently, the In-
dian government has shifted adminis-
trative powers from the chief minister 
to the lieutenant governor to facili-
tate legislative changes. This move, 
made in anticipation of the legisla-
tive assembly elections expected in 
September 2024, is part of India’s 
strategy to secure de jure authority 
over Kashmir. However, Kashmiris 

must remain resilient in their cause 
for self-determination. The signif-
icant increase in voter turnout in 
Kashmir – from 19.6% in 2019 to 
50.86% in 2024 – reflects the use 
of voting as a means of survival and 
resistance. Additionally, the current 
plight of Muslims in India serves as 
a cautionary example for Kashmiris 
not to see their future with India. 
The speakers emphasized that the 
impact of the BJP’s policy to assert 
control over occupied Kashmir has 
become increasingly apparent over 

time. Indian policies seek to manip-
ulate the Kashmiris’ goal of self-de-
termination by making it seem 
unachievable, making them feel ig-
nored internationally, and distorting 
their mindset toward accepting Indi-
an dominance. Delhi also misleads 
Kashmiris into believing that their 
future lies with India and pressures 
pro-India Kashmiri parties to align 
with Indian policies. Furthermore, 
India fabricates media narratives to 
portray Pakistan as unable to sup-
port Kashmiris and to discredit the 
legitimacy of their struggle. Its strat-
egy includes punishing resilience 
and using media to reinforce its nar-
rative. Pakistan must adopt a com-
prehensive and multi-dimensional 
approach to counter Indian policies 
on all fronts, including legal, social, 
political, economic, security, diplo-
matic, diaspora, ideological, intel-
lectual, and historical. This includes 
leveraging AJK’s legal standing in in-
ternational forums, mobilizing Kash-
miri youth to build a supportive nar-
rative, and engaging young political 
activists to sustain hope and unity. 
Highlighting Indian atrocities, utiliz-
ing multilateral forums, and mobiliz-
ing the diaspora are also essential. 
Additionally, Kashmir’s soft power 
should be harnessed through litera-
ture and film, and historical data on 
Indian abuses should be meticulously 
compiled. Pakistan’s strategy should 
address global, regional, domestic, 
and resistance-focused dimensions to 
effectively advance the Kashmir is-
sue. In his concluding remarks, Khalid 
Rahman said that a multidimensional 
approach is crucial for effective poli-
cy-making in AJK and for Pakistan to 
play a strong international role. He 
stressed the importance of rekindling 
national Kashmiri sentiment and fos-
tering hope, arguing that a focus on 
strengths rather than weaknesses 
is essential to overcome challenges. 
Rahman underscored that Pakistan 
must maintain a proactive stance to 
navigate the evolving geopolitical 
landscape.

President calls for 
expanded BISP 

outreach ,beneficiaries
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD : Presi -
dent Asif Ali Zardari on 
Monday underscored 
the need for enhancing 
the outreach of the Be-
nazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP) as 
well as the number of 
benef iciaries for the 
uplif t of underprivi -
leged sections of so-
ciety.  The President 
expressed these views 
during a brief ing given 
by the Chairperson Be-
nazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), 
Mrs Rubina Khalid, at 
Aiwan-e-Sadr. He asked 
the Chairperson of 
BISP to establish an of-
f ice at Gwadar so that 
the deserving people of 
the area could benef it 
from the Programme. 
Taking note of the 
0.45% service charg-
es by the banks from 
BISP cardholders, the 
president said that the 
service charges need-

ed to be waived of f, 
and in this regard, the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
should be approached 
to ask banks for open-
ing accounts for BISP 
benef iciaries. 
He said that the new 
payment system would 
also protect BISP bene-
f iciaries from exploita-
tion. He also called 
for engaging donors 
and the private sector 
to support BISP in its 
endeavours to provide 
scholarships to the 
maximum number of 
deserving students. 
During the brief ing, 
the President was in-
formed about the core 
initiatives taken by 
BISP, including the 
Benazir Kafalat Pro-
gram, Benazir Taleemi 
Wazaif Program, BISP 
Scholarships for Un-
dergraduates Program 
and Benazir Nashounu-
ma Program. Chairper-
son BISP informed that 
Rs 598.718 bil l ion had 
been allocated for BISP 

during the ongoing f is-
cal year. She said that 
Benazir Kafalat was 
the f lagship program of 
BISP, providing uncon-
ditional cash transfers 
to eligible women and 
transgender persons 
across Pakistan. It was 
highlighted that Rs 461 
bil l ion had been allocat-
ed for the Benazir Kaf-
alat Program, during 
FY 2024-25, for 9.3 mil -
l ion eligible families.   
In order to enhance 
school enrolment and 
provide education to 
children from low-in-
come households, she 
informed that Rs 77.18 
bil l ion had been allo-
cated for the Benazir 
Taleemi Wazaif which 
would benef it 9.7 mil -
l ion children. It was 
further highlighted 
that Rs 1.7 bil l ion had 
been allocated to pro-
vide 10,000 scholar-
ships to students under 
the BISP Scholarships 
for Undergraduates 
Program.

Energy, tax hikes to
 boost inflation: Atif

Islamabad : President 
of Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry Atif Ikram 
Sheikh has said that the 
current fiscal inflation rate 
will exceed 22 percent due 
to the increase in tax rates 
and energy prices.  Presi-
dent Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Atif Ikram Shai-
kh has said in a statement 
that the government should 
reduce its expenses to pro-
vide relief to the masses. 

The burden has been trans-
ferred to the people and the 
industrialists by increasing 
the electricity and gas pric-
es, the people are suffering 
from serious problems. The 
electricity in Pakistan is 
more expensive than other 
countries in the region, the 
loans taken from commer-
cial banks at high interest 
rates are affecting the econ-
omy.  The poison is a killer, 
the government has to pay 
interest of Rs  8500 billion  
on loans from commercial 

banks this fiscal year.
The IMF agreement is 
welcoming but the burden 
should not be put on the 
people. As a result of ex-
pensive energy, inflation 
will increase due to the in-
crease in production cost.  
Inflation has increased in 
the fiscal year that started 
from July 1. The govern-
ment has set a target of 12 
percent inflation for the 
current fiscal year but infla-
tion will exceed to 22 per-
cent.—APP

Schofer appreciates formation  
of Youth Assembly at MNSUAM

MULTAN: US Deputy Chief of Mission Andrew Schofer appreciated the formation of Youth Assembly at Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif University of Agriculture Multan and stated that youth were future of Pakistan and it could play role in 
promotion of civic, social justice and gender equality. He said this while addressing ceremony of Youth Assembly, held 
under auspices of “HumAhang” at local hotel on Monday. The US deputy chief of mission also lauded the active role of the 
varsity. He hoped that youth assembly would surely play its role for professional success by shaping minds of the students. 
He also pledged that US would continue to support such initiatives.  Andrew Schofer stated that he was first time visiting 
Multan. He however added that he was very happy to visit the city of the people who were sweet like mangoes and soft 
like cotton. Dean Environmental Science Shafqat Saeed also spoke and stated that the youth assembly would serve as 
nursery to promote leadership skills amongst the student. The students would be able to resolve their issues by raising 
their voice in effective manner. He stated that it would lead students towards positive activities by ensuring and promot-
ing peace building.   The representative of Youth Assembly also spoke and stated that it would help promote culture of 
tolerance by addressing extremism. It would give space to people to express their thoughts in amicable way. HumAhang 
representative Mujeeba Batool, during her address stated that they were working in Multan, Muzaffargarh, Sukhar, Shi-
karpur and Khairpur. The initiative would help empowering the students, she remarked.  She said it will create sense of 
community engagements. She added that awareness was being imparted through workshops, theater performances, sem-
inars etc. She hinted that dialogue was best option for endurable peace, olerance and pluralism. The students presented 
performance on Sufi music and enthralled the audiences. They also captivated the spectators in panel discussion. On this 
occasion, US consul general Kristin K.  Hawkins and a good number of students and teachers were also present.—APP

Ambassador 
designate

 to Mauritius 
visits ICCI

dna

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
engagement with Africa has 
historical roots and is char-
acterized by mutual respect 
and cooperation. By harness-
ing mutual cooperation, Pa-
kistan and Africa can unlock 
new economic opportunities 
and foster sustainable de-
velopment. This has been 
stated by Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador designate to Mauritius 
Syed Zahid Raza during his 
meeting with former Presi-
dent Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and 
Secretary General United 
Business Group Zafar Bakht-
awari at Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
here on Monday. He said that 
deeper engagements with Af-
rica remains a strategic im-
perative for Pakistan, adding 
that forging a strong and ef-
fective partnership for peace, 
progress and prosperity is 
an indispensable goal, which 
should be advanced through 
a clear vision, consistent pol-
icy, and a long-term strategy. 
The Ambassador designate 
while appreciating the role of 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in ad-
vancing trade relations with 
friendly countries all over the 
world said that he would do 
his level best to strengthen 
the business to business and 
people to people relations 
with Mauritius alongside the 
diplomatic ties. He said to 
achieve the objective, he will 
do his best to organize busi-
ness delegations’ visits to 
Mauritius especially the ICCI 
members for nurturing must 
needed bilateral business 
relations.  Zafar Bakhtawari 
apprised the visiting guest that 
the Chamber is already Africa 
focused and has recently cele-
brated Africa Day in a befitting 
manner for bringing Pakistan 
and the African countries clos-
er to each other.

Zong 
launches
 ‘Doorstep 
Delivery’

ISLAMABAD : Zong 4G, 
the leading telecommuni-
cation service provider in 
Pakistan, on Monday an-
nounced the launch of its 
new “Online Booking Por-
tal and Home Delivery Ser-
vice”. Zong is committed 
to making digital services 
accessible to all Pakistanis 
by offering affordable and 
convenient solutions. The 
company’s focus on afforda-
bility ensures that every-
one can benefit from the 
power of technology, while 
its commitment to conven-
ience brings services di-
rectly to the doorstep, said 
a news release. According 
to the official spokesper-
son for Zong 4G, “Keeping 
the evolving demands of 
our customers, Zong’s new 
Online Booking Portal and 
Home Delivery Service in-
novates the customers ex-
perience. This is one of the 
many steps we are taking 
to digitalize our customers’ 
journey with Zong.” Through 
its home step services, 
Zong’s goal is to make its 
services directly available 
to customers’ homes and 
ensure that even those 
who may have limited mo-
bility or access to physical 
stores can still benefit 
from the digital products 
and services.—APP

OGRA Convenes Urgent 
Meeting to Address 
Supply Issues in AJK

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) urgently convened a meet-
ing with representatives from the Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) and all Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to address the critical supply issues in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK) resulting from the road closure to Muzaffarabad due to a landslide.
Demonstrating prompt and decisive action, OGRA and the Ministry, after thorough con-
sultation with all stakeholders, decided to adopt an alternate route for the transportation 
of petroleum products. This measure aims to ensure the continuous supply of products 
to the retail outlets in the region. – DNA



ICT admin 
cracks down 

on dengue 
violators

DNA
ISLAMABAD: In a deter-
mined effort to combat the 
spread of dengue, the Is-
lamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) administration has 
intensified operations, re-
sulting in the arrest of four 
individuals and the closure 
of three businesses for vio-
lations of standard operating 
procedures (SoPs) set by 
the government. According 
to the spokesman of ICT 
administration, the author-
ity has ramped up their 
anti-dengue campaign, with 
significant actions taken in 
Sector F-7.  The AC City led 
an operation that resulted 
in the arrest of four individ-
uals. These arrests were 
made due to continuous vi-
olations of the Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs) 
designed to curb the spread 
of dengue. Three business 
outlets were also shut down 
for failing to implement 
the required anti-dengue 
measures. These closures 
are part of a broader effort 
to ensure compliance with 
health regulations aimed 
at preventing the breeding 
of dengue-carrying mosqui-
toes. On the occasion, Depu-
ty Commissioner Islamabad, 
Irfan Nawaz Memon empha-
sized the need for city-wide 
efforts to stop the growth 
of dengue larvae.  He called 
for unbiased and compre-
hensive inspections to be 
carried out across all sec-
tors of the city. Memon also 
stressed the importance of 
keeping citizens informed 
about ongoing operations 
and health measures —APP

Edu ministry 
to expand 

collaboration 
with Noon 
Academy

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ministry 
of Federal Education and 
Professional Training has 
announced the expansion 
of partnership with Noon 
Academy a global Ed-Tech 
following its remarkable suc-
cess in enhancing the learn-
ing outcomes and exam 
results of 5000 students.   
According to the Education 
Ministry, building on this 
excellent performance, we 
are now scaling up the ini-
tiative to benefit 5,000 stu-
dents of Grade 9 in federal 
government schools.  “This 
expanded collaboration aims 
to further improve educa-
tional outcomes and provide 
high-quality learning oppor-
tunities to an increased num-
ber of students”, it added.

More Monsoon rains-wind, 
thundershowers till 3rd Aug

Flash flooding is expected in Northeastern parts of Punjab including Deg, Basemter and Bein nul-
lahs of River Ravi, Aik & Palku areas in catchment of Chenab as well as Neelum Valley, Muzafarabad, 
Rawalkot, Poonch, Hattian, Bagh, Haveli, Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber of AJ&K while Mardan, Swat, Dir, 

Kohistan, Shangla and Malakand of Upper KP province

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) 
on Monday issued an advisory 
highlighting that monsoon cur-
rents from Bay of Bangal are like-
ly to penetrate central and south-
ern parts of the country from July 
27th and likely to remain till Au-
gust 3rd whereas under its influ-
ence heavy to hefty rainfall is ex-
pected in upper catchment areas 
of western and eastern rivers of 
country from July 28th to August 
4th. Flash flooding is expected in 
Northeastern parts of Punjab in-
cluding Deg, Basemter and Bein 
nullahs of River Ravi, Aik & Palku 
areas in catchment of Chenab as 
well as Neelum Valley, Muzafara-

bad, Rawalkot, Poonch, Hattian, 
Bagh, Haveli, Sudhanoti, Kotli, 
Bhimber of AJ&K while Mardan, 
Swat, Dir, Kohistan, Shangla and 
Malakand of Upper KP province,” 
the NDMA said.  Low to Medium 
level flow is expected in rivers 
Jhelum Upstream of Mangla, Ka-
bul, and its tributaries, Chenab 
at Marala, Khanki, and Qadira-
bad*. Low to medium-level flows 
are expected in the River Indus 
at Tarbela and hill torrents of 
DG Khan division, and increased 
flows are expected in the Nullahs 
of Zhob. Urban flooding is expect-
ed in Northern & Northeastern 
parts of Punjab i.e Lahore, Faisal-
abad, Sialkot, Narowal, Gujranwa-
la, Sargodha, Gujrat, Rawalpindi/
Islamabad, and surrounding are-
as while southern parts of Sindh 

including Hyderabad, Jamshoro, 
Sanghar, S. Benazirabad, and Ka-
rachi* also face urban flooding 
during forecasted period. NDMA 
has issued instructions to all rele-
vant departments to take neces-
sary precautions to mitigate the 
possible effects of flooding and 
extreme weather. Flash floods 
can strike suddenly, catching 
people off guard. Population at 
risk is advised to avoid flood wa-
ters and find a safe location away 
from flood-prone areas. Even a 
mere six inches of moving water 
can knock you off your feet, and 
just one foot of moving water can 
sweep away a vehicle. Bridges 
can be hazardous during floods. 
Avoid crossing them if water is 
flowing rapidly.Avoid staying in 
weak structures. In case of in-

tense rain, seek shelter in safe 
places such as schools, govern-
ment buildings, or any concrete 
buildings. NDMA has launched 
the Pak NDMA Disaster Alert 
application, available on Google 
Play Store and iOS App Store, 
to provide timely alerts, adviso-
ries, and guidelines to the pub-
lic. Meanwhile , Rawalpindi Can-
tonment Board has put its filed 
personnel on high alert after 
the city has witnessed intense 
rain with gusty winds on Mon-
day. Since the MET Office has 
predicted more rain during the 
current monsoon spell in Punjab 
province, the RCB’s filed teams 
have been tasked to be vigilant-
ly prepared to respond with full 
magnitude. Rawalpindi Can-
tonment Board’s CEO Syed Ali 

Irfan Rizvi had issued instruc-
tions to all the officers to stay 
in the field in this regard.  The 
CEO said that staffers deployed 
for drainage in low-lying areas 
were engaged in draining water.
Arrangements are complete in 
view of any flooding situation, 
he said. The spokesman RCB, 
Rasheed Saqib informed that 
both the Additional CEOs were 
present in the field and monitor-
ing the developing situations in 
low lying areas and the nullahs. 
Drainage is being ensured by 
the personnel under the super-
vision of the Chief Public Health 
Officer, he said.  Additional CEO 
Umair Mehboob visited differ-
ent areas of the Cantt early in 
the morning and reviewed the 
entire situation.
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Aurangzeb meets with the 
Chairman Youth Programme

dna

Islamabad:  Federal 
Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb held a 
meeting with the Chair-
man Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme Rana 
Mashhood Ahmad Khan 
at Finance Division today. 
Rana Mashhood Ahmad 

Khan provided an over-
view of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Youth Business and 
Agriculture Loan Scheme 
which promotes entrepre-
neurship among youth by 
providing business loans 
on simple terms and with 
less markup through 
Commercial, Islamic and 
SME banks. The discus-
sion covered the current 

structure of the scheme, 
including its three opera-
tional tiers, and explored 
the potential benefits and 
logistics of introducing 
additional tiers. Senator 
Muhammad Aurangzeb ap-
preciated the programme 
and recognized it as a 
valuable scheme for sup-
porting small and medi-
um enterprises (SMEs). 

He expressed support for 
the initiative, highlighting 
its role in stimulating en-
trepreneurial activity and 
contributing to econom-
ic growth.  The meeting 
underscored the Govern-
ment’s commitment to en-
hancing opportunities for 
the youth and promoting 
sustainable business devel-
opment across the country.

Karwan development  
foundation launches 
tree plantation drive

Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: In response 
to the alarming rise in tem-
peratures and the escalat-
ing climate crisis, Karwan 
Development Foundation 
(KDF) has announced the 
establishment of a large-
scale nursery aimed at 
planting one million trees 
across the Cholistan re-
gion. This transformative 
initiative, led by KDF Chair-
man Syed Abid Gillani, will 
see trees being planted in 
schools, colleges, hospi-
tals, and on farmers’ lands, 
marking a significant step 
towards environmental 
sustainability and climate 
resilience.In a recent press 
conference, Mr. Gillani 
elaborated on the founda-
tion’s plans, highlighting 
their urgent commitment 
to counteract the effects of 
climate change. “Karwan 
Development Foundation 
is resolute in its mission to 
enhance Pakistan’s green 
cover as a critical measure 
against rising tempera-
tures. Our goal is to estab-
lish more nurseries and 
provide free trees to the 
people of Pakistan, ensur-
ing a greener, cooler, and 
healthier future for all,” 
stated Mr. Gillani.This in-
itiative in Cholistan is part 
of KDF’s broader strategy 
to combat climate change 

nationwide. The founda-
tion has already made sig-
nificant strides with the 
“Fruit Villages” project in 
Azad Kashmir, where thou-
sands of fruit trees have 
been planted to create 
sustainable and productive 
landscapes, contributing to 
food security and economic 
stability.With temperatures 
soaring to unprecedented 
levels, the importance of 
this tree plantation drive 
cannot be overstated. Trees 
play a crucial role in reduc-
ing urban heat, improving 
air quality, and providing 
shade and cooling, there-
by mitigating the adverse 
effects of extreme heat on 
communities. By involving 
educational institutions, 
healthcare facilities, and 
local farmers, KDF en-
sures a community-wide 
approach that maximizes 
the environmental and so-
cial benefits of this initia-
tive.Appeal to the Public: 
We call upon the people 
of Pakistan to join hands 
with Karwan Develop-
ment Foundation in this 
vital mission. The rising 
temperatures and deterio-
rating environmental con-
ditions demand immediate 
action. Your participation, 
whether through plant-
ing a tree, spreading the 
word, or volunteering 
your time, can make a 
significant difference. 

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

July
July 01/Japan

Self Defence Day

July 01/Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada
National Day

July 01/Somalia
Independence Day

July 04/USA
Independence Day

July 05/Algeria
Independence Day

July 09/Argentine
Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day

July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday

July 21/Belgium
National Day

July 20/TRNC
Independence Day

July 23/Egypt
National Day

July 26/Cuba
National Day

July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day

SECP 
initiates 

consultation 
to revamp 
mutual & 

pension fund 
regimes

ISLAMABAD: The Securities 
and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP) on Monday 
published a consultation pa-
per, suggesting various alter-
ations to the total expense re-
gime (TER) and distribution 
paradigm for mutual funds 
and pension funds.  These 
suggestions aim to reduce 
the burden on retail inves-
tors, optimize their returns, 
inculcate better saving habits, 
and increase retail penetra-
tion, said a news release. The 
consultation paper is made 
available on SECP’s website 
to solicit public feedback and 
comments from stakehold-
ers. The paper reviews the 
current regime in three parts 
including the TER framework 
for mutual funds, the TER of 
pension funds, and a review 
of distribution models.  While 
evaluating the current TER 
frameworks for mutual and 
pension funds, the paper 
suggests alterations to re-
duce the financial burden on 
investors, enhance their long-
term returns, and guarantee 
equity and transparency in 
the expenses of fund manag-
ers.  The problems that have 
impeded the growth of the 
distribution network and af-
fected retail penetration are 
discussed in the third part 
of the paper. Further, it rec-
ommends a transformative 
framework to revamp the dis-
tribution model and improve 
its usability and accessibility 
for average investors.  – app
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Briefs
Exhibition 

`Next Nature’ 
to showcase 
work of three 

artists
ISLAMABAD: An exhibition 
titled “Next Nature” show-
casing work of three artists 
including Zahra Jewanjee, 
Naqsh Raj, and Tahir Ali will 
open at Tanzara Gallery on 
August 01. The exhibition, 
curated by Aasim Akhtar, 
will explore the dynamic 
tension between abstrac-
tion and representation, a 
dichotomy that has been 
a cornerstone of artistic 
practice for over a century. 
Through their unique styles 
and techniques, these three 
artists delve into the com-
plexities of perception, im-
agination, and knowledge.  
From Naqsh Raj’s vibrant, 
grid-based compositions to 
Zahra Jewanjee’s intricate, 
circular forms and Tahir 
Ali’s bold, gestural abstrac-
tions, each artist activates 
both the sensual and the 
cerebral, inviting viewers 
to immerse themselves in 
their distinct visual worlds. 
The exhibition will continue 
till August 10 and serve as 
a treat for the art lovers re-
siding in the federal capital 
and surroundings. —APP
 

Rescue 
teams open 
Lawrence 

College Road
RAWALPINDI: After timely 
operation to remove rocks, 
the Lawrence College Road 
in Murree is now open for 
traffic. The road was closed 
due to land-sliding which 
caused a blockade of traffic. 
According to the details, a 
relief operation was imme-
diately launched to clear the 
road under the instructions 
of DC Murree Agha Zaheer 
Abbass Shirazi. He pointed 
out that due the rainy sea-
son, the risk of landslides in 
mountainous areas existed. 
He instructed the field of-
ficers to attentively monitor 
the situation and remain 
prepared to address any un-
toward situation. —APP

‘Azadi floats’ 
to travel 
through 

Punjab main 
cities

RAWALPINDI: ’Azadi 
floats’ depicting cultural 
and ideological representa-
tion of Pakistan will be 
traveling through various 
main cities of Punjab on 
the occasion of forthcom-
ing independence day.  The 
floats will pay tributes to 
national heroes along with 
displaying cultural music 
and folk dances. According 
to the details, a meeting 
of the Board of Manage-
ment of the Punjab Arts 
Council PAC was held with 
Shazia Rizwan, MPA in the 
chair.  During the meeting 
it was apprised that the 
floats would ensure the rep-
resentation of all four prov-
inces, and statues of the 
Father of the Nation, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, the the great thinker of 
the nation, Allama Muham-
mad Iqbal, and the Mother 
of the Nation Fatima Jinnah 
would be parts of the floats. 
Executive Director Ghulam 
Saghir Shahid while brief-
ing the meeting informed 
that PAC was preparing two 
floats for the first time in 
connection with the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations, 
one float would travel from 
Rawalpindi to Lahore via 
GT Road, while the other 
float would entertain the 
citizens from Dera Ghazi 
Khan to Multan. He further 
informed that the Azadi 
floats would pay tribute to 
the heroes of the Pakistan 
Movement and would also 
feature music and folk danc-
es.  Shazia Rizwan men-
tioned that Chief Minister 
Punjab Maryam Nawaz has 
issued special instructions 
for the preparation of the 
Independence Day floats. 
She stressed for the prepa-
ration of state of the art 
work on the said floats.
The meeting was attended 
by PAC management and 
notable poets including Ali 
Asghar Samar, Naseem Se-
har, Dr. Farhat Abbas, Arif 
Baloch, Saleem Shahzad, 
Anjum Salimi, Akbar Niazi, 
Ittifaq Butt, Ziauddin Mari, 
and Irfan Jameel.  The par-
ticipants informed the chair 
about the literary organiza-
tions of Rawalpindi-Islam-
abad and their services. 
At the conclusion of the 
meeting, a painting exhibi-
tion was inaugurated by the 
MPA.—APP

Commissioner 
reviews 

arrangements 
finalized to 
cope with 
flooding

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division, 
Engineer Aamir Khattak 
here on Monday reviewed 
all the arrangements fi-
nalized by Water and San-
itation Agency (WASA) 
Rawalpindi and administra-
tion to cope with flooding. 
Chairing a meeting held 
at Commissioner Office, 
the Commissioner said 
that rain emergency was 
declared in Rawalpindi. All 
concerned institutions were 
on high alert, he added. The 
Commissioner said that all 
the Deputy Commissioners 
along with the officers con-
cerned were present in the 
field. Immediate arrange-
ments should be made for 
drainage of stagnant rain 
water, he added. Nullah Lai 
should be specially moni-
tored and all the prepara-
tions should be completed 
immediately, Aamir Khat-
tak said. Managing Direc-
tor (MD), WASA briefed 
the Commissioner about 
arrangements finalized for 
Monsoon. WASA teams are 
engaged to drain out stag-
nant rain water particularly 
from low-lying areas with 
the help of heavy machin-
ery, he informed.  Water lev-
el in Nullah Lai at Kattrian 
was at 5 feet while at Gawal-
mandi, it was recorded at 4 
feet. He further said that all 
the officers were directed 
to remain alert during rain 
and all the arrangements 
were finalized timely to deal 
with any emergency.
Under the supervision of 
Director Sewerage, drain-
age operations were being 
done across the city, he in-
formed.—APP

IRSA releases 
344,400 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Monday released 344,400 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
403,300 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released by 
IRSA, water level in River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1519.31 feet and was 121.31 
feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Water in-
flow and outflow in the dam 
was recorded as 238,700 
cusecs and 200,000 cusecs 
respectively.  The water 
level in River Jhelum at 
Mangla Dam was 1200.20 
feet, which was 152.20 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was 
recorded 32,200 cusecs and 
12,000 cusecs respective-
ly.—APP

Power bills enrich IPP 
mafia, bankrupting poor
The business leader said that increasing installed capacity beyond requirements, ignoring the bidding 

process, and giving profit determined in dollars is not a mistake, but deliberate attempts aimed at 
amassing billions have made the country bankrupt and the people mentally ill

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former President 
of the Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI), 
Dr. Shahid Rasheed Butt, said on 
Monday that soaring energy costs 
are hurting the poor and middle 
class while benefiting the power-
ful and ruthless elite class.
 He said that rising energy costs 
are forcing industrialists to close 
their mills, while the underpriv-
ileged and the middle class are 
struggling to survive. Shahid 
Rasheed Butt said in a statement 
today that many people whose 
income is insufficient to cover 

their electricity bills are making 
ends meet by selling jewellery 
and household items. He stated 
that political interests are being 
prioritised over the people, while 
the masses are being robbed mer-
cilessly. The business leader said 
that increasing installed capacity 
beyond requirements, ignoring 
the bidding process, and giving 
profit determined in dollars is not 
a mistake, but deliberate attempts 
aimed at amassing billions have 
made the country bankrupt and 
the people mentally ill. He em-
phasized that in this contest, we 
cannot ignore the negative char-
acter of politicians and Nepra’s 
failure to safeguard the interests 

of the masses. According to Sha-
hid Rashid Butt, the responsible 
institution should bear the burden 
of recovering the losses from sto-
len electricity and unpaid bills. He 
noted that influential individuals 
receive free or extremely cheap 
electricity, forcing the masses to 
foot the bill, which is unjustified. 
He said that if the government 
stops collecting 24.5% of income 
and sales tax during summer elec-
tricity bills, then the consumer’s 
bills will decrease by 24.5%. At 
the same time, the government’s 
revenue will decline by Rs 50 bil-
lion. A reduction in PSDP, which 
is 1150 billion rupees, easily 
covers the loss of Rs 50 billion if 

authorities desire so, he said. He 
pointed out that to appease the 
assembly members, the develop-
ment spending from the previous 
year, which was seven hundred 
and five billion rupees, has now 
increased to eleven hundred and 
fifty billion rupees. It’s not a big 
deal to subtract fifty billion rupees 
from the Rs 1150 billion budget, 
but it’s only possible if the goal is 
to provide some relief to the peo-
ple. The government’s income will 
decrease by 300 billion rupees if it 
abolishes taxes on electricity bills 
for the entire year and reduces the 
development budget to make up 
for the losses. Even if the develop-
ment budget is reduced to meet the 

losses, it will be 150 billion rupees 
more than last year’s development 
budget, which will be enough to 
keep the legislators pleased. Such 
a move will not only provide relief 
to the masses but also improve 
production and exports. The gov-
ernment charges 18 percent of 
the sales tax on LNG and furnace 
oil imports, which it uses to run 
its power plants. Reducing this tax 
will result in lower electricity bills, 
but only if the authorities plan to 
provide some relief to the suffering 
people. He observed that while the 
cost of electricity has increased, 
the practice of overbilling, which 
aims to defraud people, needs to 
cease.

ICT admin intensifies 
drainage efforts amid 

Monsoon rains
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) Administration is on high alert, 
taking measures to prevent flooding and en-
sure smooth traffic flow, as the heavy rain 
showers hit the Federal Capital.  According 
to the spokesman of ICT administration, 
heavy rains have started pouring down on the 
city, prompting a swift response from the ad-
ministration.  Assistant Commissioners and 
Magistrates are actively present in the field, 
closely monitoring the situation.  The district 
administration teams are visiting various 
low-lying areas to assess the impact and take 
necessary actions to prevent waterlogging. A 
key focus is on the status of the city’s drains, 
including those in areas H-8 and G-7.  On 
the occasion, Deputy Commissioner  Islam-
abad, Irfan Nawaz Memon emphasized the 
importance of effective drainage to prevent 

flooding.  He said that ACs and magistrates 
are working on the ground to ensure that the 
drainage systems function properly. And ef-
forts were underway to manage the monsoon 
rains and minimize disruption. Irfan Nawaz 
assured residents that all measures were be-
ing taken to maintain effective drainage. Traf-
fic police were also on duty to ensure smooth 
traffic flow on all major highways. The district 
commissioner highlighted the cooperation 
between various departments to tackle the 
challenges posed by the heavy rains. Mean-
while, the citizens were advised to lodge a 
complain regarding rainwater on the district 
administration number 
051-9108084. This coordinated effort by the 
authorities aimed to minimize the impact 
of the monsoon rains and keep the city 
running smoothly despite the challenging 
weather conditions.—APP

PIMS incinerator continues spewing 
health hazardous dark smoke

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) Hospital incinerator established to get away with haz-
ardous hospital waste through incineration and safe management of its remains has become a nuisance for the residents of F-8, 
G-7 and G-8 sectors facing dark smoke with an increased ratio of pollutants being spewed since last quarter of the year.  An incin-
erator is a highly capital-intensive infrastructure developed to convert solid or liquid waste of both hazardous and non-hazardous 
nature into gas or ash, reducing to less bulky, less toxic or less harmful material. The major products, of incineration of waste, 
are carbon dioxide (CO2), water, and ash, whereas the items of serious concern are compounds containing sulfur, nitrogen, and 
halogens that are highly detrimental to health and the environment.  The incinerator is operated at a high temperature ranging 
from 850°C to 1200°C that helps convert waste into flue gas CO2 and water as end products. When contacted, by the Pakistan 
Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA), the official informed that the matter was already in the notice of the Agency and 
the matter was being taken as per the Pakistan Environmental Protection Act 1997.  Suleman Bilal, a local area resident told 
APP that it is a usual practice during morning and evening durations when the incinerator starts working and emits thick dark 
smoke, making the air unbreathable for all. "The incinerator is next to the hospital where the Paeds ward, burn centre, and 
cafeteria are in its closest proximity where massive visitors are present. They are at risk of contracting serious health complica-
tions and respiratory diseases that are evident from the pungent dark smoke directly affecting nostrils and lungs of an individual," he 
added.  He urged the authorities concerned to action and stop the unhealthy practice at a critical healthcare facility. When contacted 
the spokesperson PIMS, Dr Mubashir, he least bothered to respond to multiple queries sent on WhatsApp seeking his official 
stance on the matter.  Tahir Shah, a medical student urged the Prime Minister's Coordinator on Climate Change Romina Khur-
shid Alam to take up the matter on high priority and ensure action as per law as public health, especially of the ailing, infant, 
juvenile and female and the elderly was of critical importance due to their vulnerability to such level of air pollution.—DNA

Elite bargain 
for structural 

transformation: 
Haroon Sharif

ISLAMABAD: Former Minister of State, Board of Invest-
ment (BOI), Haroon Sharif has said that the only way for-
ward for economic progress is to embrace a structural 
transformation prevailing in the economic system of the 
country through elite bargaining insulating the beneficiar-
ies of the status quo with improved governance respond-
ing developing regional trends. The former Chairman 
BOI explained that the country’s prevailing structure, mo-
dalities and tools to improve GDP demanded diversifica-
tion in the market and business practices catering to the 
needs of both the regional nations and the local masses, 
Haroon Sharif stated that in a talk organised by Sustain-
able Development Policy Institute (SDPI). “Elite bargain 
or political will is that elites of a country reconsider their 
models and bargain on shifting over new economic mod-
els and systems. We also need to include politicians and 
businessmen and beneficiaries of this system to change 
the structure,” Haroon Sharif said.  The second option 
is to succumb to the young population’s pressure either 
willingly or by force to change the system as for elite bar-
gain other than the electorate pressure-based changes, 
and transformation mega steps are taken to change the 
ways of doing business like Taiwan, Vietnam and others 
did, he added. “Asia’s successful examples of economic 
structure transformation including East Asia and South-
east Asia have been on governing the markets who had 
identified economic winners and supported them to de-
liver their economic goals. India’s three decades journey 
where it has reformed its economic structure and built 
up its private sector is evident. Pakistan has to start from 
somewhere,” he mentioned.  He said the country’s finan-
cial system is unable to support new development initia-
tives which is the job of the development banks and not 
the commercial banks. For instance, to promote the agri-
culture sector the government should revive ZTBL with 
the help of Chinese investors which is lying redundant 
through capital and experts.   He said the concept is to 
start agreeing on the winning sectors (economic sectors 
able to perform up to the mark) then financing those win-
ners, and ultimately facilitating the cost of doing business 
for those sectors.  Sharif elaborated the transformational 
approach as a parallel system developed along the exist-
ing economic model on a fast-track basis.—DNA

Pakistan credited as 
Guest of Honor at 8th 
China-South Asia Expo

DNA
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan was 
credited as Guest of Honor at 
8th China-South Asia Expo,  
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Monday. As per the report, 
Pakistan took center stage as 
the country of honor at the 
recently concluded 8th Chi-
na-South Asia Expo held in 
Kunming from July 23 to 28.  
With a grand total of over 170 
stalls, Pakistan showcased its 
vibrant economic diversity 
through a myriad of products 
ranging from exquisite fur-
niture and carpets to fresh 
fruits, intricate handicrafts 
made from bronze and onyx, 
and dazzling jewelry, all 
housed within the Pakistan 
Pavilion inspired by the icon-
ic Lahore Fort. The engage-

ment of Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor to China Khalil Hashmi 
at the expo bolstered Paki-
stan’s prominence. “The Chi-
na-South Asia Expo serves 
as a testament to China’s 
unwavering dedication to 
enhancing economic ties and 
promoting regional integra-
tion,” remarked Ambassador 
Hashmi in an exclusive inter-
view with Gwadar Pro. “I am 
delighted to see Pakistan’s 
diverse range of products 
on display, showcasing our 
nation’s rich cultural her-
itage and economic poten-
tial,” he added. One of the 
highlights of the Pakistani 
Pavilion was the spectacular 
mango display curated by 
Dr. Adnan Hafeez.  With an 
impressive selection of over 
a ton of mangoes, featuring 
three prized varieties—

Sindhri, Langra, and SB 
Chaunsa, Dr. Hafeez aimed 
to introduce the sweetness 
and diversity of Pakistani 
mangoes to the Chinese 
consumers.  “We hope that 
such platforms will bring 
us closer to our Chinese 
customers, allowing our 
products and services to 
make a deeper impact in 
the market,” he said. The 
8th China-South Asia Expo 
and the concurrent 28th 
China Kunming Import and 
Export Fair attracted over 
2,000 enterprises from 82 
countries, regions and in-
ternational organizations, 
including Nepal and Ma-
laysia, underscoring its 
status as a premier event 
for promoting economic 
cooperation and cultural 
exchange in the region.

ISLAMABAD:  youngster experience the thrill of zip-lining at Chattar Adventure 
 Park in the Federal Capital.— ONLINE
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The view on UN tax talks Bigger BRICS building
 a multipolar worldB ritain created a loophole that made it a tax haven less than a century 

ago, when the House of Lords ruled in a case involving a UK company 
that traded in Egyptian land. The 1929 decision allowed foreigners to 

set up companies in the UK that would not be considered UK resident under 
British law because they were controlled from overseas. Crucially, they could 
be shielded from taxation at source because they were incorporated abroad. 
That judgment sent history scurrying towards the creation of an “offshore 
world” of tax havens through which nations compete to offer the least pos-
sible corporate tax and the greatest possible secrecy. This system could be 
coming to an end. Over the next three weeks, 193 UN member states in New 
York will thrash out draft terms of reference for a convention that seeks the 
biggest overhaul of global tax rules for a century. Many countries, led by the 
African Group, are seeking a right to tax economic activity where it takes place. 
If enacted, this could see the convention, legally binding on contracting states, 
to require multinational corporations to pay tax where they employ staff and do 
real work, instead of in tax havens where they hide profits.  Last year, the EU 
Tax Observatory said that, in 2022, corporations shifted $1tn – 35% of the prof-
its they earned outside their home countries – to tax havens, with governments 
losing out between $240bn and $600bn annually. In 2023, the seven biggest 
US pharmaceutical companies paid no tax in America on global profits of more 
than $40bn. Wealthy nations are complicit in such avoidance. Despite growing 
corporate profits, the effective tax rate companies face worldwide has declined 
by a third since 1975. Poor nations, desperate for cash to deal with environmen-
tal and fiscal crises, are the biggest losers. Lower-income countries’ tax losses 
($47bn) are equivalent to half of their public health budgets.  The UN tax talks 
began shamefully when countries including the UK and the US, as well as the 
EU, attempted to frustrate proceedings. These nations preferred the pro-rich, 
corporate-friendly way of doing things when they ran tax rules under the Organ-
isation for Economic Co-operation and Development. Its 2019 proposals would 
have seen 80% of “redistributed profits” flow to wealthy counties while lower 
middle-income nations lost out. That approach led to rising anger over glaring 
imbalances. As Joseph Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics, pointed out this 
month: “Tax avoidance has impeded governments all over the world from pro-
viding basic services to their citizens, contributing to global inequality, which 
is at an all-time high. Fewer than 3,000 people hold nearly $15 trillion – equiv-
alent to the annual GDP of Germany, India, Japan, and the United Kingdom 
combined.” Rich nations are now engaging with the UN process. The UK has 
a historic responsibility for this mess. Along with its network of overseas terri-
tories and crown dependencies, it is responsible for nearly a quarter of global 
corporate tax loss. Alex Cobham, chief executive of the Tax Justice Network, 
applauds Labour ministers’ tough rhetoric against tax-dodging. He asks whether 
they will now “opt for continuity with the previous Conservative government’s 
policy and continue to frustrate efforts at the UN? Or will they mark out a new 
course for the UK on the world stage and support international efforts to curb 
tax abuse?” The government should show that principles take precedence over 
the profits for a privileged few.

M alaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced on Sunday that 
Malaysia has officially applied to join the greater BRICS grouping. 
In late May, Thailand’s Cabinet approved a draft application to join 

the newly expanded BRICS. If the two key regional players in Southeast Asia 
and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations are accepted as members of 
the grouping, which accepted Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, 
Egypt and Ethiopia as new members earlier this year, it will have significant ge-
opolitical ramifications, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region. Their joining the 
group will further enlarge the platform, giving it greater representativeness of 
the Global South. The total economy of the enlarged BRICS accounts for about 
60 percent of that of the G7. The strong appeal the grouping has for emerging 
market economies and the great potential it has demonstrated to act as a re-
sponsible representative of the Global South make it a player on world stage 
that no party can afford to ignore. While some in the West tend to increasingly 
view the swelling BRICS as an anti-West geopolitical tool, particularly against 
the backdrop of the Ukraine crisis and the United States’ China-containment 
strategy, with Russia and China being members of the organization, they simply 
turn a blind eye to the fact that grouping is not a military alliance like NATO 
but largely an economic one that operates following the principles of mutual 
respect, sovereign equality, inclusiveness, consensus and strengthened collabo-
ration. It is the organization’s openness and fairness, and the shared conviction 
of its members that the Global South deserves its due say in global affairs and 
the reform of global governance that have attracted new countries that recog-
nize that the organization can provide them with a platform for strengthened 
coordination and cooperation to that end. Unlike the G7, the expanding BRICS 
group is not a clique pursuing narrow interests. It provides a large space for 
countries to uphold their strategic autonomy and calls for resolving differences 
through dialogue and negotiations. Only those holding a zero-sum game Cold 
War mentality, or those thinking the rise of the Global South threatens to touch 
their cheese, would try to sow discord between the members of the augmented 
BRICS, or seek to misinterpret any country’s application to join or display of 
interest in being an observer in the grouping. In the face of the contest between 
those countries seeking to build a multipolar world and those upholding the 
unipolar hegemony, and the clash between economic globalization and “de-glo-
balization” tendencies, the growing BRICS grouping follows the trend of history, 
stands on the side of fairness and justice, and makes the right choices. The ac-
cession of more countries to the enlarged BRICS can accelerate the process of 
building a multipolar world, and promote a more just and equitable international 
order. The organization should always stay committed to its original aspiration 
of openness, inclusiveness, and win-win cooperation to elevate the practical co-
operation among its members to new heights. Apart from pooling efforts to 
make unique contributions to resolving world hotspot issues, the grouping.
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Wily politicians and their Ill-judgements

Iraq’s tightrope walk with US and Iran

Dr M Ali Hamza T he ninth vice president of Indonesia (2001-2004), 
Hamzah Haz was a smart politician known for his 
strategic manoeuvring. It was sad to hear about 

his passing on July 24, 2024. From newspaper journal-
ism to teaching economics, from cabinet ministry of 
People’s Representative Council (DPR) to serving as a 
minister of investment, and from the vice presidency to 
the position of party’s presidential candidate in the 2004 
Indonesian presidential election, Haz smartly played his 
cards. It is said that he adeptly navigated Indonesia’s vol-
atile political landscape during the post-Suharto era. His 
ability to form alliances and his pragmatic approach to 
governance helped him gain influence. However, Haz’s 
tenure was marred by allegations of controversy over his 
conservative views. Despite these challenges, his politi-
cal acumen allowed him to maintain a significant role in 
shaping Indonesia’s political dynamics during a critical 
period of democratic transition.  Though Haz had a 
reputation as a wily politician, but his speech be-
fore Muslim clerics at Abubakar’s Solo boarding 
school in May 2002 is remembered as ill-judged 
and has attracted lot of criticism. This article is 
not about a criticism on Haz but to learn from 
recent history where shrewd politicians have 
made politically incorrect statements and took 
inappropriate decisions.  In the world of politics, 
strategy and cunning are often as crucial as vi-
sion and policy. While many politicians adeptly 
navigate the complexities of governance and 
public opinion, others, despite their political acu-
men, have made missteps that have tarnished 
their legacies. Here are some notable examples 
of wily politicians whose ill-judged actions have 
had significant repercussions. Richard Nixon, 
the 37th President of the United States, is per-
haps the most infamous example of a shrewd 
politician undone by his own actions. Known 
for his foreign policy achievements, particularly 
in opening diplomatic relations with China and 
détente with the Soviet Union, Nixon’s presiden-
cy was ultimately marred by the Watergate scan-
dal. The attempt to cover up a break-in at the 
Democratic National Committee headquarters 
led to his resignation in 1974, making him the 
only US president to resign from office. Nixon’s 
involvement in the scandal and the subsequent 
cover-up was a profound misjudgement that over-
shadowed his political career. David Cameron, 
the former Prime Minister of the United King-

dom, is a prime example of a politician whose 
calculated risk backfired spectacularly. In 2016, 
Cameron called for a referendum on the UK’s 
membership in the European Union, confident 
that the vote would favour remaining in the EU. 
However, the result was a narrow victory for the 
Leave campaign, leading to Brexit. The decision 
to hold the referendum, intended to settle inter-
nal party divisions and political pressure, instead 
resulted in Cameron’s resignation and long-term 
uncertainty and division in the UK. Aung San 
Suu Kyi, once celebrated as a symbol of peaceful 
resistance and democratic ideals, faced interna-
tional condemnation for her handling of the Ro-
hingya crisis in Myanmar. As the de-facto leader 
of Myanmar, her government was accused of 
ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya Muslim 
minority. Suu Kyi’s refusal to condemn the 
military’s actions and her perceived complic-
ity significantly damaged her reputation. Her 
ill-judged defence of the military at the Inter-
national Court of Justice in 2019 further alien-
ated her from the global community. Nicolas 
Sarkozy, the former President of France, has 
had his share of legal woes that have over-
shadowed his political career. Known for his 
dynamic and often divisive leadership style, 
Sarkozy faced multiple investigations into al-
leged corruption and campaign financing viola-
tions. In 2021, he was found guilty of corruption 
and influence peddling, receiving a three-year 
prison sentence, two of which were suspended. 
These legal issues and the decisions that led to 
them have severely tarnished Sarkozy’s legacy as 
a political leader. Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s 
longest-serving prime minister, is another poli-
tician whose career has been overshadowed by 
allegations of corruption. While he has been a 
dominant force in Israeli politics, Netanyahu was 
indicted on charges of bribery, fraud, and breach 
of trust in 2019. His alleged involvement in a se-
ries of corruption scandals, including accepting 
expensive gifts and offering regulatory favours 
in exchange for favourable media coverage, has 
cast a long shadow over his political achieve-
ments. Netanyahu’s attempts to avoid prosecu-
tion and his divisive rhetoric have further po-

larized Israeli society. Moreover, his repeated 
decisions to launch attacks on Gaza have had 
profound implications, both for his political ca-
reer and for Israel’s standing in the world. Ne-
tanyahu is facing political isolation and having 
fractures within his ruling coalitions, making 
governance increasingly difficult. Israeli cit-
izens, tired of the endless cycle of violence, 
have staged protests and expressed their dis-
satisfaction with Netanyahu’s leadership. War 
crime allegations, human right violations, dip-
lomatic fallout, decline in tourism, stalled ne-
gotiation, huge cost of conflict, are the results 
of Netanyahu worst ill-judged decision. There 
are critics who believe that he had paid all this 
price to cover-up his series of corruption scan-
dals and to secure his political career, but in 
vain.   Imran Khan, the former Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, came to power with promises of re-
form and anti-corruption measures. However, 
his tenure was marked by economic instability 
and poor management, culminating in a severe 
financial crisis. Khan’s government struggled 
with inflation, a burgeoning debt crisis, and an 
inability to secure consistent international fi-
nancial support. His policies, including abrupt 
changes and a lack of coherent strategy, ag-
ricultural neglect, bureaucratic paralysis, sup-
pressing political opposition, poor foreign poli-
cy, lack of substantial reforms in the education 
sector, mismanaged privatization, were seen 
as mis judgments that undermined his political 
credibility.  These examples highlight the frag-
ile nature of political power and the delicate 
balance between strategic political manoeu-
vring and disastrous mis judgments. These 
politicians’ ill-judged actions not only impact-
ed their careers but also had far-reaching con-
sequences for their countries and the interna-
tional community. In the high-stakes realm of 
politics, even the most astute leaders can see 
their legacies unravel due to a single misstep. 
Indeed, the political world is complex, as are 
the personalities of politicians. Therefore, 
studying the darker side of wily politicians can 
be highly beneficial in manifolds. 
—Author’s email: mali.hamza@yahoo.com

A n Iraqi military delegation is going to 
visit Washington soon, and there is a 
lot of anticipation and tension in Iraq 

about this visit. The focus is on the presence 
of American troops in Iraq, which has been a 
hot topic among Iraq’s various political groups. 
Iraqi Shi’a Islamist hardliners are especially 
eager to speed up the withdrawal of U.S. forc-
es from their country. Since the 2003 invasion 
that removed Saddam Hussein, the presence of 
American troops in Iraq has been controversial. 
At first, these troops were seen as liberators, 
but over time, many Iraqis, especially Shi’a Is-
lamist groups, have come to see them as occu-
piers. These groups believe that foreign troops 
undermine Iraq’s sovereignty and hinder its 
control over national security and internal af-
fairs. These hardliners, who often have strong 
connections to Iran, view the American military 
presence as a way for the U.S. to exert influence 
in the region, which counters Iran’s influence 
in Iraq. Their demand for a quick withdrawal 
aligns with their opposition to U.S. policies in 
the Middle East. The killing of Iranian Gener-
al Qassem Soleimani by a U.S. drone strike in 
Baghdad in January 2020 intensified these feel-
ings, leading to louder calls for the U.S. to leave. 
For the upcoming visit to Washington, these 
hardliners want the Iraqi delegation to take a 
firm stand and insist on a clear and quick time-
line for the withdrawal of American troops. This 
position reflects their anti-American views and 
responds to growing frustration among Iraqis 
over the foreign military presence, which they 
blame for ongoing instability and violence. How-
ever, the Iraqi delegation faces a difficult situa-
tion. The United States has been an important 
ally, providing military support, training, and 
financial aid essential for Iraq’s fight against 

ISIS and other extremist groups. A sudden and 
unplanned withdrawal could create a power 
vacuum, potentially leading to more insurgent 
activities and further destabilization. The dele-
gation needs to carefully balance these issues. 
While addressing the hardliners’ demands and 
the broader Iraqi desire for sovereignty, they 
must also consider the practical need to main-
tain a strategic partnership with the United 
States. This partnership is crucial not just for 
military support but also for economic and 
political stability. Moreover, the visit will be 
closely watched by other countries. Iran will be 
particularly interested in the outcomes due to 
its interests in Iraq. Other regional allies and 
adversaries will also be paying attention to 
how the U.S.-Iraq relationship develops, as it 
affects regional security dynamics.
In July, the Iraqi government is actively try-
ing to maintain good relations with both the 
United States and Iran. On July 17, an Irani-
an-backed militia launched a drone attack on 
an Iraqi airbase where some of the 2,500 US 
troops in the country are stationed. There 
were no casualties, but this attack has raised 
concerns that the informal cease-fire arranged 
by Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani be-
tween the Iranian-backed militias and the Amer-
icans may be falling apart. The militias and their 
allies in the Iraqi parliament believe that the US 
is delaying negotiations over the withdrawal of 
its forces from Iraq. Sudani has stated that the 
American-backed multinational coalition should 
leave, but he also wants to create a bilateral mil-
itary support program with the US and other 
countries.
On July 8, a Pentagon delegation met with Ira-
qi officials in Baghdad to discuss the future of 
American military relations with Iraq, but there 

were no announcements about progress or a 
withdrawal timetable. Under pressure from hard-
line Shi’a Islamists, a Shi’a politician said on Ira-
qi TV that a withdrawal schedule announcement 
would come within weeks. However, Washington 
has not mentioned any timetable, leaving Sudani 
without political support. An Iraqi military dele-
gation is expected to visit Washington soon, and 
Shi’a Islamist hardliners want Iraq to push for 
a quicker withdrawal of American troops.Mean-
while, on July 13, Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad 
Hussein met with US Treasury Under Secretary 
for Terrorism and Intelligence Brian Nelson in 
Washington. He urged the US to ease sanctions 
that have blocked about 30 Iraqi commercial 
banks from accessing dollars and the interna-
tional banking system. Hussein claimed that the 
Iraqi banking sector has made reforms to ad-
dress American concerns about money launder-
ing benefiting Iran and its proxies. Although 
the Treasury Department appreciated Iraq’s 
commitment to reform, it did not indicate any 
easing of the sanctions. Hussein also met with 
State Department Under Secretary for Polit-
ical Affairs John Bass to seek assistance re-
garding Iranian funds frozen in Iraq, but the 
State Department also gave no public sign of 
flexibility. In a positive development for Bagh-
dad, the State Department announced last 
week that it had granted another four-month 
waiver to the Iraqi government, allowing it to 
buy Iranian electricity without facing Ameri-
can sanctions. The State Department spokes-
person said that Baghdad was making steady 
progress toward finding alternative sources to 
replace Iranian electricity imports. Given the 
extreme heat in Iraq this summer, improving the 
electricity supply is more crucial than ever for 
the Iraqi people.
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Islamabad: Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf paid 
an official visit to Romania. During 
the visit, Naval Chief held combined 
meeting with Chief of Defence Staff 
General Gheorghita Vlad and Chief 
of Romanian Navy Vice Admiral Mi-
hai Panait onboard Romanian Navy 
Frigate Regina Maria. Issues related 
to regional maritime security, pro-
fessional matters of mutual interest 
and bilateral military collaboration 
were discussed in the meeting. The 
dignitaries, while acknowledging the 
significance of strong bilateral mil-
itary collaboration, agreed on fur-
ther enhancing mutual interactions 
in diversified military domains.
During his visit to National De-
fence University of Romania, the 
Admiral also delivered a lecture on 

‘Collaborative Maritime Security’ 
in which he stressed upon the need 
for Collaborative Maritime Security 
efforts. Chief of the Naval Staff Ad-
miral Naveed Ashraf underscored 
that Pakistan firmly believes that 
dialogue and negotiations are the 
most effective means of resolving 
maritime disputes. He highlighted 
that no single state has the capac-
ity to create and sustain an envi-
ronment with effective Maritime 
Security. Pakistan Navy effectively 
contributes towards Collaborative 
Maritime Security efforts with par-
ticipation in Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF) led CTF-150 and 
151, conduct of Regional Maritime 
Security Patrol and multinational 
maritime exercise AMAN. The 
recent visit of the Naval Chief 
will further augment and expand 
the bilateral defence ties between 
two friendly countries.

Naval Chief visits Romania, discusses Maritime Security
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf underscored that Pakistan firmly believes that 

dialogue and negotiations are the most effective means of resolving maritime disputes

Briefs
Govt to 

deal hate-
mongers...

From Page 01
future.  Adding that those 
behind this move belonged 
to the group established in 
2027-28.  “This time, we are 
all united as Muslims, and 
our belief in Khatm-e-Nabuw-
wat (the Finality of Prophet-
hood) is the foundation of 
our faith,” he remarked. He 
emphasized that no Muslim 
needs a certificate from any 
individual or group to get a 
certificate of his/her faith in 
Khatm-e-Nabuwwat. He said 
that only courts have the 
right to punish or reward, 
no one else can decree mur-
der. He said that if this right 
is given to Ulema (Muslim 
Scholars) then every school 
of religious though could 
give its own verdict. The 
minister said that Pakistan 
Ulema also condemned this 
issue jointly. The minister 
also highlighted the need 
for unity and refraining from 
creating anarchy in society.

TLP leader 
‘arrested’...

From Page 01
obstructing in performance 
of legal duties and others.
It is to be noted that apart 
from TLP, Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam-Sami (JUI-S), 
Mili Yakjehti Council 
Pakistan (MYC) and Wa-
faqul Madaris-ul-Arabiya 
(WMA) have also voiced 
their opposition to the 
apex court’s verdict in the 
said case. The opposition 
comes despite the clarifi-
cation issued by the apex 
court on Friday which said 
that the court’s verdict 
clearly states that no one 
can be a Muslim without 
having faith in the finality 
of prophethood of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).

JI’s Hafiz 
Naeem...
From Page 01

unjust agreements with In-
dependent Power Produc-
ers (IPPs), revealing that 
70 to 80 percent of IPPs 
are non-operational due to 
contractual issues, with the 
government holding shares 
in 52 percent of them. He 
demanded a forensic audit 
of the IPPs and the abolition 
of capacity charges, citing 
excessive taxes on bills. He 
insisted that electricity pric-
es should be based on actual 
production costs. Calls for 
ending government perks 
were made, questioning why 
WAPDA officers and other 
officials receive free elec-
tricity and fuel. Naeem sug-
gested that the Prime Min-
ister, Chief Ministers, and 
judges should be limited to 
1300cc vehicles to reduce 
the public burden, recall-
ing former Prime Minis-
ter Junejo’s precedent of 
1000cc vehicles for all.

Kurrum 
dispute...
From Page 01

been reported between the 
villages of Upper Kurram, 
Bushehra, and Malikhil fol-
lowing the ceasefire. Initial 
skirmishes were reported 
between the Boshera and 
Mali Khel tribes. However, 
these altercations turned vi-
olent and deadly when both 
sides resorted to using their 
heavy weaponry, said official 
sources. Authorities feared 
that the number of casualties 
could increase even further 
if the fighting continued. 
Recent reports indicate that 
overnight, heavy exchanges 
of fire occurred at four addi-
tional locations in Kurram 
District, including Balishk-
hel, Kharkali Sangina Pewar, 
Teri Mangal Zeran, Khumsa 
Maqbal, and Kunj Releza. 

TTP chief 
booked in...

From Page 01
Act in the case registered 
at CTD North Waziristan. 
Another FIR has been regis-
tered under the Anti-Terror-
ism Act in Dera Ismail Khan 
over the terrorist attack on 
a rural health center in Kir-
ri Shamozai area. In the re-
cently surfaced phone call, 
Noor Wali Mehsud can be 
heard giving instructions 
to Ghat Haji to attack gov-
ernment properties espe-
cially schools and hospitals. 
Following this, the mili-
tants carried out terrorist 
attacks including the rural 
health center in Dera Is-
mail Khan, a girls’ school 
in Mir Ali and the target 
killing of a teacher in Tank.

Djokovic knocks Nadal 
out of singles event

The record Grand Slam winner is on the hunt for 
the only accolade missing from his collection

Paris Olympics 2024

Sports Desk

Paris : Novak Djokovic pro-
gressed to the third round of the 
men’s singles tennis tournament 
at the Olympic Games after a 
straight sets victory over his long-
time rival Rafael Nadal.
The record Grand Slam winner is 
on the hunt for the only accolade 
missing from his collection, and 
he swiftly dispatched Nadal in the 
opening set at Roland Garros. The 
venue has been the stage for Nad-
al’s 14 French Open triumphs, and 
in what is anticipated to be his final 
appearance on the Parisian clay, 
fans were hoping for a fairytale end-
ing. After taking the first set 6-1, 
Djokovic appeared poised to easily 
overcome Nadal in the second dur-
ing their 60th encounter. However, 
the Spaniard rallied from a break 
down to level the score at 4-4.
Nonetheless, the Serbian re-

gained his advantage in the next 
game before serving out the 
match to secure a 6-1, 6-4 victo-
ry. Although Nadal’s hopes of a 
second singles gold medal were 
thwarted, the veteran remains 
in the men’s doubles draw along-
side Carlos Alcaraz. The Games 
are Djokovic’s fifth attempt to 
claim a gold medal. The 37-year-
old’s best performance came 
during his debut at the Beijing 
Olympics in 2008. He entered 
this year’s competition as the 
top seed, while reigning French 
Open and Wimbledon champion 
Alcaraz—who defeated him in 
London earlier this month—is 
the biggest threat to his pursuit. 
Alcaraz takes on Dutch player 
Tallon Griekspoor later on Mon-
day for a place in the next round. 
Djokovic, meanwhile, will play 
the winner of the clash between 
Germany’s Dominik Koepfer 
and Italian Matteo Arnaldi.

Stokes confident of 
England’s future 

after WI series win
London : England’s Test captain Ben Stokes is confident 
of his team’s future after white-washing West Indies 3-0 
in a three-match Test series. England dominated the Car-
ibbean side as they recorded a 10-wicket win in the third 
and final Test at Edgbaston with their skipper, Stokes, 
sealing the win with a 24-ball half-century, the fastest 
for England in Test history. While England chased the 
82-run target in just 7.2 overs, their victory was set up 
by Mark Wood’s remarkable spell where he bagged his 
fifth five-wicket haul for the team. “I think that’s one of 
the best reverse swing performances I’ve seen in a long 
time,” Stokes said in praise of his fast bowler. “It was 
just awesome to see and I think there was almost a bit of 
relief there because he’d beaten the bat so many times in 
the two games that he’d played and definitely didn’t get 
the rewards that he deserved.” England play Australia in 
Ashes in 18 months and they are focused on building their 
bowling attack as James Anderson retired this summer. 
Having a high pace and the use of reverse swing is crucial 
for success Down Under and England saw that during this 
series. “I think it shows how important pace is,” Stokes 
said of whether England have built an attack that can suc-
ceed overseas. “You also need skill to go with that…
[but] having different types of options in your armoury 
in a bowling attack is obviously key, especially when 
it’s flat, when it’s not really offering you much in the 
air or off the wicket “Having Woody and Gus [Atkinson] 
in this game in particular I think was very good and 
obviously having those two operate together is very, 
very exciting for the future of England.” – Agencies

Tariq 
Masood, 
Mazhar 
Alam...
From Page 01

Malik, AG Awan, Law Min-
ister Azam Nazeer Tarar 
and Pakistan Bar Council 
representative Akhtar Hus-
sain. Justice (retd) had ini-
tially Miankhel’s refused to 
become an ad hoc judge of 
the apex court, citing “per-
sonal reasons”, becoming 
the third judge to turn down 
the proposal. Before him, 
Justice (retd) Mushir Alam 
and Justice (retd) Maqbool 
Baqar had also turned down 
the offer to become ad hoc 
judge of the apex court.  It 
is to be noted that a retired 
judge can be appointed ad 
hoc judge for a period of 
of three years or less. Ap-
pointment of ad hoc judges, 
as per the top court itself, 
is aimed at ensuring more 
cases are decided than in-
stituted and to reduce the 
pendency of the cases. As 
per the statistics reflected 
in the bi-annual report of 
the Law and Justice Com-
mission of Pakistan, the 
number of pending cases 
in the courts surged to 2.26 
million during the second 
half of the year 2023, in-
creasing the overall pen-
dency of cases by 3.9%. The 
report revealed that 82% 
of the pending cases (1.86 
million) were at the district 
judiciary level and the re-
maining 18% (0.39 million 
cases) were at the upper 
tier, including the SC, Fed-
eral Shariat Court, and high 
courts. As per the report, 
2.38 million new cases were 
filed during period, while 
the courts managed to de-
cide 2.30 million cases.

Maryam, 
British HC 

vow... 
From Page 01

Commissioner about Pun-
jab’s first Women Virtual 
Police Station and Child Safe-
ty Virtual Centre. Maryam 
Nawaz stated that concrete 
measures have been taken 
for the safety and security 
of women and children. She 
also highlighted the solar-
isation project to provide 
economic relief to citizens 
through solar panels in Pun-
jab kicking off from August 
14. Punjab CM was ready to 
welcome British companies 
for investment in the solar 
project. She emphasised that 
the bidding process for solar 
projects would be transpar-
ent and merit based. Mar-
yam Nawaz also highlighted 
her government’s efforts for 
mitigation of environmental 
pollution. She also shared 
her vision of making Pun-
jab, the biggest digital hub 
of South Asia. British High 
Commissioner commended 
the Punjab Sikh Marriage Act 
and Child Marriage Bill. Jane 
Marriot also hailed Punjab 
government measures for mi-
norities’ protection, children 
and women safety initiatives. 
Maryam Nawaz also laud-
ed the Foreign Common-
wealth and Development 
Office’s (FCDO) welfare 
and development projects 
in Punjab. Senator Pervez 
Rasheed, Senior provincial 
Minister Mariyyum Au-
rangzeb, Additional Secre-
tary Sara Hayat and others 
also attended the meeting.

SBP cuts 
policy rate 

by 100 bps...
From Page 01

Monday, SBP Governor 
Jameel Ahmad said “We 
have noted that the infla-
tion is on a declining trend.” 
Last month, the SBP’s Mon-
etary Policy Committee 
(MPC) trimmed its bench-
mark interest rate by 150 
bps to 20.5% last month, 
following a record-high 22% 
that had been maintained 
for almost a year.  SBP gov-
ernor said the inflation rate 
has come down to 12.60% 
from 38% while the external 
account has continued to 
improve. The central bank 
in a statement said the an-
nouncement of monetary 
easing showed positive 
indicators for the nation-
al economy citing a slight 
drop in inflation, a build-up 
in SBP’s foreign reserves 
despite repayments of debt, 
and a staff-level agreement 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
a 37-month EFF program 
of about $7.0 billion. The 
statement added that the 
committee assessed that 
the external account has 
continued to improve, as 
reflected by the build-up 
in central bank’s foreing 
exchange reserves despite 
substantial repayments of 
debt and other obligations.

Shahid Afridi slams PCB 
for scapegoating players

Former skipper questions PCB advisor's capability, stressing 
the need for experienced professionals like Gary Kirsten

Lahore: Former Pakistan crick-
et captain Shahid Afridi has voiced 
strong criticisms against the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) and its current 
leadership. During a media confer-
ence, Afridi expressed his discontent 
with how the board operates and han-
dles players. He began by criticising 
the board for allegedly using players 
as scapegoats. "It is not right to pit 
players against each other to save one-
self. The cricket board should not use 
players as a means to protect itself," 
Afridi said. "The Pakistan Cricket 
Board is like a father to the players. I 
have played for the Pakistan team for 
20 to 22 years, and there have been 
many issues during my time," he add-
ed. The former all-rounder suggested 
that Mohsin Naqvi should choose one 
role to focus on, as juggling both po-
sitions might hinder his effectiveness.
"Since Mohsin Naqvi holds both po-
sitions at the PCB and the Ministry 

of Interior, he should now make a 
decision and choose one position. 
If he follows the advice of the 
PCB advisors, he won't be able to 
achieve much," he said. "The PCB 
chairman's advisor lacks knowledge 
about cricket and will be unable to 
guide him in the right direction. The 
advisor is not capable of this role," 
he added. Afridi reflected on his 
own experience and the impact of 
his statements on players like Sha-
heen Afridi. He acknowledged that 
his comments, even if intended as 
constructive criticism, often result 
in negative perceptions.
"I've stopped speaking because my 
comments about Shaheen often lead 
to negativity. I don't praise him much 
and usually end up scolding him, 
which creates a negative image," he 
said. The former skipper emphasised 
the need for experienced profession-
als like Pakistan's newly appointed 

red-ball coach Gary Kirsten, not just 
for the national team but also at the 
grassroots level. "People like Gary 
Kirsten are needed not only for the 
Pakistan team but also at the grass-
roots level," he said.
Afridi, 47, also sharply criticised In-
dia's potential decision to withdraw 
from visiting Pakistan for the Cham-
pions Trophy 2025, citing their past 
experiences under challenging condi-
tions. "We have continued to visit In-
dian cities even in difficult situations 
and have played despite threats. How-
ever, if you do not want to come, then 
don’t come to Pakistan," he said.
He also expressed his concerns 
about the selection process, criti-
cising the board’s approach. "When 
there is a defeat, everyone is respon-
sible. Removing one or two selec-
tors won’t change anything. Players 
were being chosen by raising hands; 
what was going on?" he concluded.

Pakistan shooters continue 
poor run at Paris Olympics

KARACHI: Pakistan shoot-
ers Kishmala Talat and Gul-
fam Joseph continued their 
poor run at the 2024 Paris 
Olympics as they were 
knocked out of one more 
event on Monday. 
Joseph and Kishmala par-
ticipated in 10-meter mixed 
doubles but couldn't get to 
the final round.Pakistan 

managed to get 571 out of 
600 points in the mixed 
event and got 14th out of 
17th position.Pakistani 
shooters are now out of all 
10-metre pistol events. 
Kishmala will now partici-
pate in 25m rapid fire pis-
tol event.Earlier, Joseph, 
participating in the 10-me-
tre air pistol competition, 

failed to qualify for the 
final round. He finished 
in 22nd position out of 33 
shooters. Joseph scored 
571 points out of 600.
Meanwhile, Kishmala could 
not advance to the final 
round of the 10-meter air 
pistol event. The Pakistani 
shooter scored a total of 
567 points across six se-

ries. Kishmala scored 93 
points in the first series, 
97 in the second, and 94 in 
the third. In the last three 
series, she scored 93, 95, 
and 95 points.
Kishmala Talat did not 
make it into the top eight 
required for the final round. 
She ranked 32nd out of the 
44 shooters. Kishmala's 
real hopes at the Olympics 
lie in the women's 25m pis-
tol events  It must be noted 
Pakistan have fielded seven 
athletes in the global event 
and they are accompanied 
by 11 officials. – Agencies

Gulfam 
Joseph and 
Kishmala 
Talat are 
out of one 
more event

India to host Asia Cup 
2025 in T20 format

New Delhi: India will host the men’s Asia Cup in the 
T20 format next year, while the tournament will be played 
in a 50-over format in Bangladesh in 2027. According to 
the Invitation for Expressions of Interest for the sponsor-
ship rights document issued by the Asian Cricket Council, 
a total of 13 matches will feature in the tournament, which 
will include six teams - India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh, Afghanistan, and a sixth team to be decided through 
a qualifying event. Although the dates have not yet been 
finalised, sources have indicated that the tournament could 
be held sometime in September, once the monsoon season 
has ended in the country. As per the International Cricket 
Council’s (ICC) Future Tours Programme (FTP) 2023-27, 
India has a packed calendar next year, with a limited-overs 
series against England in January-February, followed by the 
Champions Trophy in February-March.
After the IPL concludes, the team will tour England from 
June to August before heading to Bangladesh for three 
ODIs and as many T20Is. Therefore, the Asia Cup is ex-
pected to be held after the Bangladesh series and before 
the two-match Test series against the West Indies in Oc-
tober. However, sources in the BCCI clarified that no de-
cision has yet been made regarding the possible venues.
While there will be no men’s Asia Cup tournament in 
2026, the Women’s Asia Cup will be played that year in 
a T20 format, followed by the men’s U-19 and Emerging 
Teams Asia Cup tournaments. Last year, the Asia Cup 
was played in a hybrid model, with Pakistan hosting a few 
matches at home, while India played all its fixtures in Sri 
Lanka. Under Rohit Sharma’s captaincy, India clinched 
the title, defeating Sri Lanka by 10 wickets in the final at 
the R. Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. – Agencies



 Business / World Tuesday,  July 30 , 2024
IslamabadPOST

Briefs
Ex-SA 

President 
Zuma 

expelled 
from ANC

Cape Town : South Afri-
ca’s former President Jacob 
Zuma has been expelled 
from the African National 
Congress (ANC), the party 
he once led, after campaign-
ing for a rival party in the 
29 May general election.
The ANC’s disciplinary 
committee found him guilty 
of “prejudicing the integri-
ty” of the party by joining 
uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK), 
and has given him three 
weeks to appeal against 
its ruling. MK has said Mr 
Zuma had not been noti-
fied of the decision taken 
by a “kangaroo court”. Mr 
Zuma, 82, was an ANC vet-
eran but fell out with the 
party after he was forced 
to quit as president in 2018 
over corruption scandals. 
He has always denied any 
wrongdoing. He had been 
suspended by the ANC in 
January after creating MK, 
which now sits in opposi-
tion to the ANC-led govern-
ment in parliament. In a 
statement, MK said it was 
shocked to learn from me-
dia reports that Mr Zuma 
had been expelled. The dis-
ciplinary proceedings were 
conducted “in a manner 
akin to a kangaroo court”, 
the party said. “It is a foun-
dational legal principle that 
no person, not even those 
accused of a serious crime, 
should be punished or sen-
tenced in their absence,” 
it added. The ANC’s disci-
plinary committee held a 
virtual hearing, which Mr 
Zuma refused to attend, 
saying he wanted to be 
physically present.—APP

Mali 
separatists 

claim
 major victory 

over army
DAKAR: A mainly Tuar-
eg separatist coalition on 
Sunday claimed a major 
victory over Mali’s army 
and its Russian allies fol-
lowing three days of intense 
fighting in a district on the 
Algerian border. “Our forc-
es decisively obliterated 
these enemy columns on 
Saturday,” said a statement 
by Mohamed Elmaouloud 
Ramadane, spokesman for 
the CSP-DPA alliance. “A 
large amount of equipment 
and weapons were seized 
or damaged,” and prison-
ers were taken, he added. 
The statement said seven 
separatist fighters were 
killed and 12 wounded in 
the fighting in Tinzaoua-
tene district. The nation’s 
military leaders who seized 
power in a 2020 coup have 
made it a priority to retake 
all of the country from sep-
aratist and extremist forc-
es, particularly in Kidal, a 
pro-independence bastion 
in the north. Large-scale 
fighting broke out Thurs-
day between the army and 
separatists in Tinzaouatene 
after the army announced it 
had retaken control of sev-
eral districts. The district is 
almost surrounded by Alge-
rian territory and has been 
at the heart of other battles 
between separatist forces 
and the national army over 
the past decade.

Musk 
criticizes PO

opening 
ceremony 

Washington : Elon 
Musk voiced displeasure 
over the inclusion of drag 
queens in the Paris Olympic 
Games’ opening ceremony, 
particularly a performance 
reminiscent of Leonardo 
da Vinci’s “The Last Sup-
per.” The segment sparked 
immediate backlash from 
right-wing figures, with 
Musk joining the chorus of 
critics, many of whom took 
issue with its percieved disre-
spect to Christians.
The organizers of the Games 
later apologized for any of-
fense they caused with the 
scene, which evoked images of 
the painting which depicts the 
moment when Jesus Christ 
announced to his 12 disciples 
that one of them would be-
tray him. Posting on X, Musk 
shared his disapproval and em-
phasized his point by replying 
to a side-by-side image com-
paring the performance to da 
Vinci’s painting. “Christianity 
has become toothless,” he 
lamented. As the controver-
sy grew, drawing responses 
from other notable figures 
like Donald Trump Jr., 
Musk reiterated his stance 
on Saturday.—APP

‘End of genocidal Netanyahu 
will be like Hitler’s’: Fidan

‘Humanity will stand with Palestinians,’ ministry says in response to Israel, adding:  
‘You will not be able to destroy Palestinians’

News Desk

Ankara : Türkiye said early 
Monday that “just as the end of 
the genocidal Hitler came, so 
too will be the end of the gen-
ocidal (Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin) Netanyahu.” “Just 
as the genocidal Nazis were 
held accountable, those who 
seek to destroy the Palestini-
ans will also be held account-
able,” said the Turkish For-
eign Ministry in a statement. 
“Humanity will stand with the 
Palestinians. You will not be 
able to destroy the Palestini-
ans,” it added. Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hakan Fidan said on 
X that “our President has be-
come the voice of humanity’s 
conscience.” “Those who seek 
to silence this just voice, es-
pecially international Zionist 
circles including Israel, are in 
a state of great panic. “Histo-
ry has ended the same way for 
all genocidal perpetrators and 
their supporters,” he added. 
Turkish Presidency Chief Advi-
sor for Foreign Policy and Se-
curity Akif Cagatay Kilic also 
said that “as long as our Presi-
dent Erdogan stands by the op-

pressed people, these murder-
ers will continue to go mad.” 
“They believe that with their 
shameless and arrogant state-
ments they can silence our 
voice, which defends justice 
and the oppressed. “Netanya-

hu and his cabinet members, 
like all genocidal perpetrators, 
will find themselves in the 
dustbins of history,” he added.
 The statements came after 
Israeli Foreign Minister Isra-
el Katz made defamatory and 

insulting remarks targeting 
Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan on social media. 
Meanwhile, The Palestinian 
Ministry of Education said 
on Monday that it presented 
a report last month about the 
way that Israel’s targeting of 
schools in Gaza has “eroded 
the foundation for sustained so-
cietal growth.” The United Na-
tions also reported that more 
than 76 percent of schools in 
the war-stricken Strip require 
“full reconstruction or major 
rehabilitation” to be function-
al. Back in April, UN experts 
expressed deep concern over 
the pattern of Israel’s attacks 
on schools, universities, teach-
ers, and students in the Gaza 
Strip, raising serious alarm 
over the “systemic” destruc-
tion of the Palestinian educa-
tion system. “With more than 
80% of schools in Gaza dam-
aged or destroyed, it may be 
reasonable to ask if there is an 
intentional effort to compre-
hensively destroy the Palestini-
an education system, an action 
known as ‘scholasticide’,” the 
experts said. The Government 
Media Office in Gaza said the 
figure is part of the overall 

death toll of more than 39,000 
people. Meanwhile, Amjad 
Barham, Palestinian Minister 
of Education and Higher Ed-
ucation, said on Monday that 
39,000 high school students 
from the Gaza Strip did not 
take the exam this year.
Barham added that, “There is 
no overall pass rate because 
the number of students is in-
complete,” due to the killing 
of 10,000 students in Gaza and 
the inability of the remaining 
students to take the exams 
amid the months-long war. The 
Israeli regime has complete-
ly destroyed 117 schools and 
universities, while partially 
destroyed 332 schools and uni-
versities in Gaza. More than 
107 scientists, university pro-
fessors, and researchers were 
also killed. Since the start of 
Israel’s war, the Tel Aviv re-
gime has killed at least 39,363 
Palestinians and injured over 
90,923. The Government Me-
dia Office in Gaza said on 
Tuesday that Israel has killed 
at least 16,000 children in the 
besieged territory since Octo-
ber. Thousands more are also 
missing and presumed dead 
under the rubble.
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President Jokowi begins work 
from new capital Nusantara

web Desk

Jakarta : Outgoing Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo 
started work Monday from 
the new presidential palace 
in his country’s ambitious 
new capital, where he in-
tends to spend the last few 
months of his presidency. 
“Today I have started re-
ceiving officials for meet-
ings here, in the president’s 
office,” Widodo told report-
ers at the new presidential 
palace, as authorities race 
to complete other key in-
frastructure projects in the 
future capital city of Nu-
santara before Independ-
ence Day celebrations next 
month. The capital, also 
known as IKN, is located in 
East Kalimantan province 
on the island of Borneo. 
Widodo said his first agen-
da item on Monday was a 
meeting with executives 
of the Nusantara develop-
ment authority. He is also 
scheduled to meet with pro-
vincial leaders. To facilitate 
the move, the presidential 
secretariat is preparing all 
the necessary furniture for 
the presidential office, in-

cluding tables, chairs and 
lighting, while the supply 
of clean water, electricity 
and internet is “all running 
well,” Widodo said. 
 We came here to check the 
latest progress of the IKN, 
especially the construc-
tion of the palace, I see 
everything is still in pro-
cess,” Widodo said, adding 
that there are thousands of 
workers racing to complete 
the infrastructure projects, 
and that “I don’t want our 
presence to hamper its de-
velopment progress.” He 
is optimistic that the new 
“Garuda Presidential Pal-
ace” will serve as the back-
drop of the country’s inde-
pendence day ceremony on 
Aug. 17. Only one month 
is left before Nusantara is 
slated to hold its first ever 
Indonesia Independence 
Day celebration, which is 
also expected to be the of-
ficial transfer of the capital 
city from Jakarta. Its relo-
cation plan has come into 
question, however, amid 
slow construction progress 
and missed deadlines, forc-
ing the resignations of the 
head of the Nusantara Capi-

tal Authority and his deputy 
last month. Most of the new 
city’s buildings are unfin-
ished, with the new state 
palace 88% complete and 
several ministry buildings 
only with their lower floors 
usable. The project to build 
the new capital is estimated 
to cost $33 billion, of which 
the state budget would 
shoulder only 20%. Wido-
do’s administration has re-
lied heavily on investments 
from the private sector to 
build key infrastructure and 
public facilities, as the state 
budget will mainly cover the 
construction of basic infra-
structure, buildings, and util-
ities within the “core area” 
of the government. In a bid 
to lure investment, earlier 
this month Widodo signed 
a presidential regulation 
that grants investors certain 
rights, including land rights 
of up to 190 years in the fu-
ture capital. Public Works 
and Housing Minister Basuki 
Hadimuljono who also serves 
as the acting head of the IKN 
Authority, said the govern-
ment is still working to pro-
cure another 40 megawatts 
for the city.

New push for mRNA 
bird flu vaccine 

development: WHO
GENEVA: The World Health Organization announced Mon-
day a new project to accelerate the development in poorer 
countries of vaccines for human bird flu infections using cut-
ting-edge messenger RNA technology. The WHO said Argen-
tinian manufacturer Sinergium Biotech would lead the effort 
and had already begun developing candidate H5N1 vaccines. 
The bird flu H5N1 first emerged in 1996, but since 2020 an 
exponential growth in outbreaks in birds has occurred in paral-
lel with the virus increasingly jumping to mammals, including 
cattle in US farms and a few humans. This has prompted fears 
the virus could spark a future pandemic.  Sinergium is aiming 
to establish proof-of-concept in preclinical models for its can-
didate vaccines, the WHO said. Once the preclinical data is 
ready, the technology, materials, and expertise will be shared 
with a network of manufacturers in poorer countries, allowing 
them to accelerate their own development and production. 
The UN health agency said the project would be rolled 
out through the mRNA technology transfer programme 
it established with the UN-backed Medicines Patent Pool 
(MPP) in 2021, at the height of the Covid-19 crisis. That 
programme was aimed to help low- and middle-income 
countries, which found themselves dramatically under-
served during the pandemic, to develop and produce their 
own vaccines using RNA—APP

50% of Yemeni 
children suffer 

from stunting: PM
Sana’a : Yemeni Prime Minister Ahmed Awad bin 
Mubarak announced Sunday that 50% of the country’s 
children suffer from chronic malnutrition. He made the 
statement during an event in Aden to mark World Pop-
ulation Day, which fell on July 11, according to Yemen’s 
official Saba news agency. Bin Mubarak emphasized that 
his government’s vision focuses on people as the most im-
portant resource to be invested in and improved through 
dedicated services and programs, despite the significant 
challenges and financial and economic pressures the 
country faces. He said among the challenges the govern-
ment is facing is that 45% of the population is under 16 
years old and 65% are of working age, while 50% of the 
country’s children suffer from chronic malnutrition and 
21% are stunted as a result. Bin Mubarak said the serious-
ness of these figures necessitates serious engagement, 
a high level of responsibility and prioritizing them in all 
plans, programs and spending. He also noted the financial 
and economic pressures facing the government in dealing 
with these challenges due to the ongoing war waged by 
the Houthi group, which has deprived the Yemeni peo-
ple of benefiting from their resources, according to the 
agency. Yemen’s population is around 32 million, most of 
whom need humanitarian aid, according to previous UN 
reports. Yemen is experiencing a severe economic crisis 
exacerbated by the cessation of oil exports in October 
2022 due to attacks by the Houthis on oil ports in areas 
under government control. For more than two years, Yem-
en has been experiencing a lull in a war that began near-
ly 10 years ago between government forces supported 
by a Saudi-led Arab military coalition and Houthi forces 
backed by Iran, who have controlled provinces and cities 
including the capital Sanaa since September 2014.—DNA

Palestinian child 
dies of malnutrition
GAZA CITY : A Palestinian child died on Monday of severe malnutri-
tion caused by Israel’s crippling blockade on the Gaza Strip, according 
to a local medical source. Ali Anas al-Tater, 6, breathed his last at the 
Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital in Gaza City as a result of acute malnutrition 
exacerbated by the prolonged Israeli siege and the ensuing food crisis, 
the source told Anadolu. Earlier this month, Hatem al-Hour, head of 
the neonatal department at Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis, 
warned that the number of Palestinians suffering from malnutrition was 
beyond the capacity of hospitals amid the ongoing Israeli war. On July 
11, the United Nations World Food Program warned that the collapse of 
the health care system and lack of sustainable food sources put Gaza’s 
children at risk. Israel has imposed a crippling siege on the Gaza Strip 
since Oct. 7, 2023, leaving the territory’s 2.3 million population on the 
verge of starvation. According to Gaza’s government media office, hu-
manitarian aid has not reached Gaza City and northern areas for over 
two months. In June, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor 
issued a warning about an unprecedented return to famine conditions 
in the region. Flouting a UN Security Council resolution demanding an 
immediate cease-fire, Israel has faced international condemnation amid 
its continued brutal offensive on Gaza since an Oct. 7, 2023 attack by 
Palestinian group Hamas. —APP

Brussels : Pakistan’s Ambassador Amna Baloch called on Secretary General World Customs Or-
ganization (WCO) Ian Saunders. They discussed Ongoing engagements between Pakistan and WCO 

in the domain of custom cooperation.—DNA

Sexual 
violence rife

 in Sudan’s 
capital 

Khartoum: Sexual vio-
lence against women and 
girls aged between nine and 
60 is rife in Sudan, where 
survivors are prevented 
from accessing health-
care in the capital, Human 
Rights Watch said. In a new 
report on Monday titled 
‘Khartoum is Not Safe for 
Women’, the rights watch-
dog recorded testimonies 
from 42 healthcare workers 
and first responders on sex-
ual violence and forced and 
child marriage since war 
erupted in April 2023. Be-
tween April and February 
2024, 18 healthcare provid-
ers alone treated a total of 
262 survivors of sexual vio-
lence in greater Khartoum, 
which includes the city 
of Omdurman just across 
the Nile River. The RSF 
“have raped, gang raped, 
and forced into marriage 
countless women and girls 
in residential areas in Su-
dan’s capital,” said Laetitia 
Bader, HRW’s deputy Africa 
director. “The armed group 
has terrorised women and 
girls and both warring par-
ties have blocked them from 
getting aid and support 
services, compounding the 
harm they face and leaving 
them to feel that nowhere is 
safe.” But according to first 
responders, the number 
of reported cases is only a 
fraction of the real figure, 
with most survivors unable 
or unwilling to seek emer-
gency care.—Agencies 

Türkiye 
captures 
3 wanted 
criminals

Ankara : Turkish author-
ities apprehended three 
internationally wanted 
criminals involved in multi-
ple crimes, including drug 
trafficking, the Turkish 
interior minister said Mon-
day. Ali Yerlikaya said on X 
that Alexander Gustafsson, 
sought by Sweden on an 
Interpol red notice for drug 
trafficking, money launder-
ing, doping, and forgery, 
was detained in Istanbul. 
He had entered Türkiye 
with a fake Polish passport. 
Dragan Pavlicevic, wanted 
by Montenegro on an Inter-
pol red notice for drug traf-
ficking and membership in 
a criminal organization, was 
captured in Istanbul on Sun-
day. The Interpol red notice 
stated that Pavlicevic, along 
with criminal organization 
members, was involved in 
the shipment of 1.5 tons of 
cocaine in Montenegro, Co-
lombia, Ecuador, Australia, 
and the Netherlands. He 
was also implicated in the 
shipment of 900 kilograms 
(1,984 pounds) of cocaine 
sourced from Ecuador. Ad-
ditionally, Alexandar Ned-
evski, wanted by Sweden 
with a red diffusion for mon-
ey laundering and drugs, 
was detained in the Bodrum 
district of the Mugla prov-
ince. He had also entered 
Türkiye with a counterfeit 
Kosovo passport.—APP

Russian 
Orthodox 
criticizes

 PO opening 
ceremony

MOSCOW  : The Russian 
Orthodox Church has con-
demned the opening cere-
mony of the Paris Olympics, 
claiming that Christians 
were insulted and that a 
“godless culture” is spread-
ing in Europe. The open-
ing ceremony of the 2024 
Paris Olympics has drawn 
significant backlash for 
its depiction of Leonardo 
da Vinci’s painting “The 
Last Supper” with a “drag 
queen” performance, which 
many view as disrespectful 
to religious beliefs. Vakh-
tang Kipshidze, the deputy 
chairman of the Russian 
Orthodox Church’s Synodal 
Department for Church Re-
lations with Society and the 
Media, expressed outrage 
over a performance during 
the ceremony that depicted 
the “Last Supper” with a 
drag queen. Kipshidze also 
noted that the Russian flag 
was banned from being car-
ried in the Olympics. “If this 
demonic display had taken 
place under the shadow of 
our flag, it would not have 
been possible to experience 
a great joy.” Expressing 
solidarity with millions of 
Christians who felt insulted 
by the opening ceremony, 
Kipshidze said: “Those who 
directed the Olympic open-
ing showed their disdain for 
European civilization and 
Christianity as its founda-
tion.—APP

Indonesia’s 
sea nomads 
turn to jobs 

on land
 
Pulau Papan: Sofyan Sa-
bi’s sea-dwelling community 
has fished beneath the waves 
off the Indonesian coast for 
centuries, but climate change 
and overfishing have forced 
him and many of his contempo-
raries on land to make a living.
The Bajau tribe of fishermen 
led a nomadic life at sea for 
generations, spending days 
and nights on boats with 
thatched roofs in the waters 
between Indonesia, Malaysia 
and the Philippines. Mem-
bers of the tribe learn to dive 
from a young age, and their 
bodies have adapted over 
time to allow them to fish un-
derwater for longer periods, 
researchers say. But for the 
hundreds of Bajau people 
living on the tiny boardwalk 
island village of Pulau Papan 
in Indonesia, their ancestors’ 
unique way of life has all but 
died out. “We changed pro-
fessions. We are fishermen 
who work at a farm. Farming 
gives better income because 
there are many crops I can 
plant,” Sofyan said, add-
ing that he owns a nearby 
two-hectare plot to grow 
corn and bananas—APP

N.Korea mobilizes military helicopters for flood rescue
Leader Kim Jong Un surveys damage and chastises officials for their failure  

to prepare and respond to recent torrential rain
 

Foreign Desk

Pyongyang: North Korea has 
said it used military helicopters to 
evacuate more than 5,000 people 
from severe flooding in the north-
west of the country near the Chi-
nese border. The official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) said 
leader Kim Jong Un supervised the 
military rescues on Sunday as res-
idents were brought out of Sinuiju 
city and Uiju town.
KCNA shared photos of Kim on a 
windswept airfield with officials, 
as well as surveying the scale of 
the floods from the rear passenger 
window of a black vehicle. Ten heli-
copters as well as navy and govern-
ment boats were used in the rescue 
effort. Heavy rainfall on Saturday 
had caused a river on the North 
Korean-Chinese border to exceed 

a dangerous level and created “a 
grave crisis”, the agency said. Kim 
Jong Un looking out of a black car. 
The vehicle is being driven through 

brown flood waters. Kim looks se-
rious. Kim surveying some of the 
floods from a car [KCNA via KNS 
and AFP] Kim reprimanded officials 

for their failure to prepare and re-
spond to the recent torrential rain, 
despite previous orders to enhance 
the country’s measures against nat-

ural disasters, it said. “They, seized 
with defeatism at combat with na-
ture, do not confidently turn out in 
the disaster prevention work, only 
expecting chance from the sky,” 
Kim said, according to KCNA.
KCNA did not mention any deaths 
or how much damage the flooding 
caused. North Korea has seen re-
cord-breaking downpours. Earlier 
this month, Kaesong City experi-
enced an unprecedented 463mm 
(18.2 inches) of rain in a single day. 
South Korea’s meteorological ad-
ministration said it was the highest 
rainfall recorded in North Korea in 
29 years. Floods in North Korea of-
ten cause serious damage because 
of poor drainage, deforestation 
and dilapidated infrastructure. 
Typhoons and torrential rains in 
2020 were among the difficulties 
Kim previously said had created 
“multiple crises” at home.
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Staff Report 

Islamabad: Minister for Finance & 
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb was called on by the Ambassador 
designate to the USA Mr. Rizwan 
Saeed Sheikh at Finance Division 
today. The Finance Minister congrat-

ulated Mr. Sheikh on his new appoint-
ment as Ambassador to USA and un-
derscored the importance of bilateral 
relations between the two countries. 
He shared insights from his visit 
to Washington D.C. for the Spring 
Meetings and informed about the re-
cent Staff Level Agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The Minister also elaborated on Pa-
kistan’s economic reform agenda, fo-
cusing on key areas such as energy re-
forms, State-Owned Enterprise (SOE) 
reforms, and privatization efforts. 
Ambassador Rizwan Saeed Sheikh ex-
pressed keen interest in collaborating 
closely with the Finance Ministry. He 
affirmed his commitment to show-
casing Pakistan’s economic reforms 
agenda on the international platform. 
The Ambassador also conveyed his 
gratitude to the Finance Minister for 
his warm wishes and support.

Finance minister Aurangzeb meets 
Ambassador designate to USA

Briefs
Iran seizes 

oil tanker in 
Gulf, arrests 

crew
TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards have seized 
a Togo-flagged oil tanker 
in the Gulf and arrested 
its nine-person crew over 
alleged fuel smuggling, the 
military force said Monday 
on its Sepahnews website.
“On Friday morning, an 
oil tanker named Pearl G, 
carrying the flag of the Af-
rican country of Togo... was 
seized by judicial order,” 
said the Guards’ statement.
The vessel is “owned by 
an Iraqi resident of Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates,” and 
it was carrying 700,000 lit-
ers of fuel, the statement 
added. The Guards’ naval 
forces captured it near the 
Arash oil field “while load-
ing smuggled fuel from Ira-
nian barges,” it said.
“This oil tanker along with 
its nine crew members who 
are of Indian nationality 
have been transferred to 
Imam Khomeini harbor and 
are under surveillance.”
It is the second such sei-
zure in less than a week.
On July 22, the Guards 
seized another Togo-flagged 
oil tanker and arrested its 
12 crew members, also over 
alleged fuel smuggling. The 
fate of both the vessel and 
the crew remains unclear. 
Iranian naval forces regular-
ly announce the detention 
of vessels transporting fuel 
in the Gulf. In late January, 
Iran seized a vessel carrying 
two million liters of allegedly 
smuggled fuel. – Agencies

Businessman 
abducted 

from Karachi 
‘reaches’ home

Bureau Report 
LAHORE: Zulfiqar Ahmed, 
a well-known businessman 
who was kidnapped from 
Karachi last week, has 
reached home in Lahore, 
sources told Geo News Sun-
day. Earlier, police and the 
family’s lawyer confirmed 
that the industrialist has 
contacted his family and will 
soon be with his loved ones. 
“Zulfiqar Ahmed has spo-
ken to his family in Lahore 
and will soon be home,” 
counsel Mian Ali Ashfaque, 
told the TV channel while 
DIG South Asad Raza said 
that the businessman will 
soon reach home.
However, there are no de-
tails about his abductors or 
where he was kept during 
this period. The industrial-
ist was abducted from the 
Mauripur Road in Karachi 
on July 23 along with his 
friend Qaiser. They were 
forcibly taken at gunpoint 
by eight masked men in a 
double-cabin vehicle. Qaiser 
was released shortly after.
On Thursday, the Sindh 
High Court (SHC) issued 
notices to the federal and 
provincial law officers, 
Sindh’s inspector general 
of police and others in re-
sponse to a petition seek-
ing the recovery of Zulfiqar 
Ahmed. The petitioner, An-
ber Zulfiqar, stated that her 
husband was a prominent 
businessman and managing 
director of textile manufac-
turing and oil companies.

PTI media 
coordinator 
sent to jail
Mehtab Pirzada 

 

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad’s 
anti-terrorism court (ATC) 
has sent Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) international 
media coordinator Ahmad 
Waqas Janjua to jail on judi-
cial remand rejecting physi-
cal remand request.
Ahmad Janjua was present-
ed before ATC’s judge Tahir 
Abbas Sipra in an arms re-
covery case at the end of a 
seven day physical remand.
Ahmad Janjua’s lawyers 
Iman Mazari and Hadi Chat-
ta also appeared before 
the court. Iman Mazari in-
formed the court that his 
client was abducted on July 
20 at 4 am. She added that 
the case was fixed in the 
Islamabad High Court but 
the case wasn’t mentioned 
there and later on his cli-
ent’s seven day physical 
remand was taken. Hadi 
Chatta Advocate stated that 
the court was misguided as 
physical remand was taken 
when the case was proceed-
ing in the high court. 

No one has 
right to issue 

fatwas to 
kill anybody: 

Tarar
Faisal Sheikh 

RAWALPINDI :Feder a l 
Minister Information Ata 
Tarar said that no one has 
the right to issue fatwas to 
kill anybody. Talking to the 
media along with PML-N 
leader Hanif Abbasi and re-
ligious scholars he said that 
there are political motives 
behind issuing fatwas adding 
they will become a wall in 
the way of those who spread 
hatred by issuing fatwas. 
Federal Minister said that 
if when explanatory state-
ment surfaces, what is the 
scope for issuing fatwas for 
killing? Now this is a work 
beyond condemnation, he 
said. Minister Tarar further 
highlighted the role played 
by his elders and Justice 
Qazi Faiz Isa’s father, a col-
league of Quaid-e-Azam, and 
his grandfather who provid-
ed services for Muslims.
He said that it is the respon-
sibility of the state to imple-
ment the law and that an 
FIR has also been registered 
on what has been done. He 
said that there is no room 
in our society to make such 
announcements for political 
purposes. More to read: 
TLP naib emir arrested for 
incitement, hurling threats 
at CJP Qazi Faez Isa

Is Ahsan 
Iqbal mulling 
resignation?

Sources close to 
PML-N leader say 
that he will step 

down if interference 
continues and he is 

not given a free hand

Adil Shaheen 
ISLAMABAD: Over the 
past few days, media and so-
cial media is abuzz with ru-
mours of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) top 
leader and Federal Minister 
for Planning and Develop-
ment Ahsan Iqbal’s resig-
nation over differences with 
Planning Commission’s 
Deputy Chairman Dr Jehan-
zeb Khan. Sources close to 
the federal minister claim 
he is not resigning but if 
the minister is not given a 
free hand and the interfer-
ence continues, he will call 
it a day and be ready to 
accept any other position 
in the government. When 
contacted Dr Jehanzeb 
said, The country needs 
unison of thought in 
these challenging times. 

Pak committed to Commonwealth 
agenda of connectivity: Dar

He highlighted the vast opportunities for collaboration in realizing goals in education, 
skills, youth and women empowerment, health, and environment preservation

Khayam Abbasi 

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on Monday 
reiterated that Pakistan remained commit-
ted to working with the Commonwealth to 
promote its agenda of connectivity, educa-
tion, youth and women empowerment, and 
climate resilience. The deputy prime min-
ister, addressing a joint press stakeout with 
Secretary General of the Commonwealth 
Patricia Scotland after their meeting, said 
that Pakistan was also resolved to support 
the initiatives aimed at strengthening and 
modernizing the Commonwealth to meet 
the 21st-century challenges, besides con-
tinuing to play an active role in building 
bridges among member states.
He appreciated the secretary-general, who 
is on a five-day maiden visit here, for serving 
the organisation with “dedication and grace” 
across her eight-year term and her role in 
promoting the Commonwealth’s values and 
mission and modernizing the outlook.  The 
deputy prime minister lauded her contribu-
tion to promoting cooperation in education, 
youth empowerment, capacity building, and 
climate action, besides supporting Pakistan 
after floods, particularly regarding the ap-
pointment of a climate finance advisor for Pa-
kistan. Ishaq Dar urged the Commonwealth’s 
role to resolve outstanding disputes among 
member states with greater urgency and 
press for implementation of the UN Securi-
ty Council resolutions. Dar said Pakistan’s 
vision of the regional connectivity agenda 

matched that of the Commonwealth.  He 
highlighted the vast opportunities for collab-
oration in realizing goals in education, skills, 
youth and women empowerment, health, and 
environment preservation.  He told the vis-
iting dignitary that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif was looking forward to attending the 
upcoming Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting 2024 scheduled to take place 

in Apia, Samoa in October. Dar said on the 
sidelines of the Commonwealth foreign minis-
ters meeting in September, he would engage 
with the participating counterparts.
In her remarks, Secretary-General Patri-
cia Scotland lauded Pakistan’s continued 
support of the Commonwealth particularly 
during her eight-year term. She told the 
media that she was visiting Pakistan to see 

and celebrate the way Pakistan had arisen 
from the devastating floods of 2022 that 
had affected more than 33 million Pakistan-
is with two million of them lost homes and 
livelihoods.  The secretary-general appre-
ciated Pakistan’s commitment to the Com-
monwealth principles as the organization 
strived for a digitized and AI-enabled world. 
She said that 65% of Pakistan’s population 
under age 30 would not just be the leaders 
of tomorrow but would also help the Com-
monwealth create a better future.
To a question, Deputy Prime Minister Dar 
said that Pakistan continued to uphold val-
ues like peace and development through 
dialogue and respecting independence and 
sovereignty. Pakistan sees the Common-
wealth as a forum to forge consensus on 
pressing issues, he added. He said that ow-
ing to its geostrategic location, Pakistan en-
visioned itself as a regional hub for trade as 
regional connectivity would create jobs for 
young people and create conditions for win-
win cooperation. He also appreciated Sec-
retary-General Patricia Scotland’s vision 
of increasing intra-Commonwealth trade 
to US$2 trillion by 2030. Responding to a 
query, the secretary-general said the Com-
monwealth consisted of 2.7 billion people 
or one-third of the world. She said the trade 
with Commonwealth states was far faster, 
cheaper and easier than other countries.  
To another question, she explained that the 
Commonwealth had been challenging and 
combating all forms of discrimination while 
mainstreaming fairness and equality for all 
including girls and women. 
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Ambassador 
Rizwan Saeed 

Sheikh expressed 
keen interest in 
collaborating 

closely with the 
Finance Ministry

Israel launches devastating 
raids on Lebanon’s south

UN special coordinator, 
UNIFIL chief urge restraint; 

Lebanon seeks immediate end 
to hostilities on all fronts

Foreign Desk 
BEIRUT: Lebanon on Sunday called for an international 
investigation into a strike that killed 12 people, including 
children, in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, warning 
against a large-scale retaliation. Hezbollah rejected Israel’s 
accusation of bombing Majdal Shams on Saturday, saying 
in a statement that “the Islamic Resistance has nothing to 
do with the incident at all, and we categorically deny all the 
false claims in this regard.” After Hezbollah’s statement, 
Walid Jumblatt, former head of the Progressive Socialist 

Party — the most powerful Druze leader in Lebanon — 
warned against “what the Israeli enemy is doing to ignite 
strife, fragment the region, and target its various commu-
nities.”  His warning came as Israel on Sunday morning 
carried out intense raids on the villages of Al-Abbassieh 
and Burj Al-Shamali near Tyre, southern Lebanon, causing 
widespread destruction. It also raided the border villages 
of Tayr Harfa and Khiam, and targeted a residential build-
ing in Taraya, central Bekaa, with two missiles, destroying 
the building but causing no casualties. The attack in Majdal 
Shams came hours after a raid by Israel on the southern 
border village of Kfarkila, in which four Hezbollah mem-
bers were killed. In a statement, the Lebanese government 
condemned “all acts of violence and attacks against all civil-
ians,” adding that “targeting civilians is a flagrant violation 
of international law and contradicts the principles of hu-
manity.” It called for an “immediate cessation of hostilities 
on all fronts.” Foreign Minister Abdullah Bou Habib said 
in a statement on Sunday that “since the beginning of war.


