
UK braces for more 
anti-Muslim protests

Far-right groups plan demonstrations on Wednesday in more 
than 30 locations, with immigration lawyers and buildings 

hosting asylum seekers as primary targets, according to posts 
on messaging app Telegram leaked to the British media

 
DNA

LONDON: Thousands of riot police stood 
ready on Wednesday as Britain remained 
on alert for disturbances during far-right 
protests across the country. Nightly ri-
ots, during which mosques and migrant 
targets have been attacked, erupted after 
three children were murdered on July 29. 

Police said they were investigating several 
racially motivated hate crimes in Belfast 
on Tuesday, including an attack on a young 
boy that left him with minor facial injuries. 
Far-right groups plan demonstrations on 
Wednesday in more than 30 locations, 
with immigration lawyers and buildings 
hosting asylum seekers as primary targets, 
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Imane Khelif 
wins women’s 
semi-final

Arshad 
Nadeem 

asks nation 
to pray for 
his success

 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
superstar athlete Arshad 
Nadeem in a video message 
from Paris asked the nation 
for prayers ahead of the jave-
lin final at the Paris 2024 
Olympics. “Thank you for 
your prayers, and please con-
tinue praying for my success 
in the final,” he said in a vid-
eo message on Wednesday.
A day earlier, the 27-year-
old cruised into Thursday 
night’s final with a solid 
86.59m throw at the Sta-
de de France, his first and 
only attempt of the qualifier 
round, which was also his 
season’s best. Assalamo alai-
kum, Allah has blessed me 
with a lot of honour, thanks 
to your prayers,” he said. “I 
have qualified for the [jave-
lin] finals of the Paris 2024 
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Reserved seats granted
to party having no 

representation: Tarar

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Information Minis-
ter Atta Tarar raised the question on the 
Supreme Court’s verdict on reserved seats 
to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), saying 
how a party could have reserved seats 
which didn’t have representation in Parlia-
ment. In a press conference in Islamabad, 
he cleared the air on the Election Amend-
ment Bill, saying it was approved with the 
majority vote from both houses of Parlia-
ment, National Assembly and Senate. He 
insisted that a rule mandating a party mem-
ber to join a new party within three days 
had been made law now. He argued that 
how could a candidate change his party af-
ter submitting an affidavit. “Parliament is a 
superior institution having a jurisdiction of 
legislation, it has made a rule, a law,” Feder-
al Minister Atta Tarar asserted. Atta Tarar 
reiterated that a party could get reserved 
seats on representation in the Parliament 

Continued on Page 06

JEDDHA: The Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), Hissein Brahim Taha, received in his office 
today Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. – DNA

Parliament has a jurisdiction 
of legislation and makes laws

Parliament is a superior institution

Briefs

PTI moves top 
court against 

election act bill
Plea filed by Barrister Gohar 
Khan under Article 184(3) of 
Constitution wants legislation 
to be declared “null and void”

MehtAb PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Wednesday filed a petition in the Supreme Court 
challenging the amendments to the Election Act 
2017 —  aiming at “circumventing” the apex court’s 
July 12 ruling on the reserved seats issue — which 
were passed by both the National Assembly and 
the Senate on Tuesday. The plea filed under Article 
184(3) of the Constitution by PTI Chairman Gohar 
Khan via lawyer Barrister Salman Akram Raja urg-
es the apex court to declare the Elections (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2024 bill “null and void”. Ta-
bled by Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan ‘ready to 
tender conditional 

apology’ over May 9

SPeciAl correSPoNDeNt

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran 
Khan on Wednesday announced seeking a conditional apology 
over the May 9 riots, saying that the CCTV footage of the vio-
lent protests should be produced beforehand. In a statement, 
the jailed former prime minister said that he would apologise 
if the PTI activists were found involved in the violent protests 
that broke out in the country last year following his arrest 
from the Islamabad High Court (IHC) in a corruption case. 
The violent protests saw attacks on public properties includ-
ing military installations in many parts of the country, prompt-
ing the civil and military leadership to try the rioters under 
the Army Act.  The PTI chief, who has been incarcerated in 
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail, has time and again distanced his party 
from the protests, alleging that the riots were pre-planned and 
staged to launch a crackdown on the opposition party. “I will 
sack and myself seek punishment for the PTI members if they 
were found involved [in the May 9 incidents],” he added. 
Apparently referring to his arrest on May 9 last year, the 
PTI founder lamented that he was “dragged” by Rangers. 
“There is no respect for a popular person in Pakistan and 
globally,” he added.  “Don’t you feel obliged to apologise to 
me?” asked the PTI founder. The latest statement came as 
the PTI founder has apparently lowered his political rheto-
ric lately and offered to hold talks with the military. Ahead 
of Monday’s anniversary of his jailing on dozens of charges 
ranging from corruption to leaking state secrets, Khan told 
Reuters that it would be “foolish” not to have “excellent” 
relations with the army. He also stated in a written response 
to Reuters questions that he held no grudges against the 
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PTI founder’s apology linked to alleged 
involvement of his party protesters that 

can be ascertained via CCTV footage

Dar, OIC 
SG call for 
ceasefire 
in Gaza

Ishaq Dar praised 
the OIC for its 

efforts for peace in 
the Middle East

NewS DeSk

JEDDAH: Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar today met 
with OIC Secretary General 
Hissein Brahim Taha on the 
sidelines of the Open-Ended 
Extraordinary Meeting of 
OIC Executive Committee 
in Jeddah. They discussed 
the situation in Gaza and 
Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.
Ishaq Dar discussed with 
the Secretary General the 
ongoing genocide of the Pal-
estinians and dire humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza and the 
West Bank. They stressed 
the urgency of a ceasefire 
and unhindered supply of hu-
manitarian assistance for the 
Palestinian people. Ishaq Dar 
praised the OIC for its efforts 
for peace in the Middle East 
and expressed full support 
of Pakistan for its initiatives. 
He appreciated the histor-
ic role of the OIC Contact 
Group on Jammu and Kash-
mir and the Special Envoy 
for Jammu and Kashmir for 

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Ahmed 
Shakeeb, Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan’s envoy to Pakistan gave an ex-
clusive interview to a social media 
platform. The interview is reproduced 
here for readers’ interest. 
Mawlawi Sardar Ahmad Shakeeb was 
born on November 11, 1978, in the 
Shah Joy district of Zabul province, 
Afghanistan. Growing up in a region 
with rich cultural and historical sig-
nificance, he developed a deep appre-
ciation for his country’s heritage and 
values from an early age. Mr. Shakeeb 
pursued his education with a focus on 
Shariah Law, culminating in his gradu-
ation in 2015 with a degree equivalent 
to a Master’s. His academic journey 
equipped him with a comprehensive 
understanding of Islamic jurispru-
dence, which would later become inte-
gral to his professional endeavors.
With a keen interest in media and poli-
tics, Mr. Shakeeb embarked on a career 
that spanned over two decades, marked 

by his active involvement in various ca-
pacities. He served as a member of the 
Media Commission of the Islamic Emir-
ate, where he contributed significantly 
to shaping public discourse and com-
munication strategies. Throughout his 
career, Mr. Shakeeb held diverse roles, 
including spokesperson and operator 
for the Al-Samood Arabic website. He 
also distinguished himself as the author 
of Al-Emara, demonstrating his prowess 
not only in communication but also in 
analytical thinking and writing.
Here are excerpts from the interview
1- Some complaints and issues currently 
exist between Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
It is crucial to address the underlying fac-
tors of these problems to manage them 
effectively. Linking security issues to 
other areas like the movement of people, 
trade, and transit can exacerbate the sit-
uation. Instead, focusing on enhancing 
people-to-people interactions, facilitat-
ing trade and transit, dispelling negative 
perceptions through official channels, 
and reducing visa and travel barriers 
can build trust and gradually resolve is-
sues. This approach avoids blame, which 

harms trade, affects refugees, disrupts 
transit, and other areas. Emphasizing 
solutions that benefit the public and im-
prove regional connections through trade 
can help resolve these issues over time.
2- The relationship between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan is crucial for regional con-
nectivity and prosperity. Positive relations 

between the two countries lead to mutual 
benefits, improved trade and transit, and 
regional economic integration. Converse-
ly, tensions negatively impact both nations 
and the broader region. Strengthening 
these ties not only benefits Afghanistan 
and Pakistan but also enhances connec-
tions with Central Asian countries, Iran, 
China, and the entire region.
3- Trade between Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan continues despite everyday chal-
lenges, with Afghanistan being one of 
the top markets for Pakistani exports, 
showing a 6.7% increase last year. How-
ever, progress on high-level energy and 
infrastructure projects is stalled due to 
some issues that Pakistan links with its 
domestic security concerns. Afghani-
stan, now in a phase of peace, presents 
significant investment opportunities 
for Pakistani companies in sectors like 
energy, construction, mining, agricul-
ture, and industry. These investments 
could enhance bilateral relations and 
positively impact both nations.
4- China, a major regional and global 
economic power, has historically main-
tained strong relations with Pakistan 

and shown keen interest in Afghani-
stan’s economy and investment opportu-
nities. With its Belt and Road Initiative, 
China aims to strengthen regional ties 
and expand its economic influence. Giv-
en its strong connections with both Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan, China can play a 
constructive role in improving relations 
between the two countries, facilitating 
economic programs, and advancing bi-
lateral and regional prosperity.
5- The region has significant opportuni-
ties to become a central economic hub, 
uniting Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, 
Iran, and Central Asian countries. Pri-
oritizing economic and trade initiatives 
over political and security issues is cru-
cial for implementing major projects 
like Trans-Afghan, CASA-1000, TAPI, 
TAP, Chabahar Port, and the Wakhan 
Corridor. The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan aims to serve as a point of 
economic connectivity and foster rela-
tions globally. Strong regional cooper-
ation around these economic opportu-
nities can also help mitigate security 
threats and other challenges. 

– Source IICR

Afghan envoy calls for strong regional cooperation
Says trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan continues despite everyday challenges, with 

Afghanistan being one of the top markets for Pakistani exports, showing a 6.7% increase last year

'Will sack PTI activists if found involved'

FO seeks details of 
US charges against 

Pakistani man
US charges Pakistani man with alleged ties to 

Iran in foiled assassination plot, that Iran denied

Pak stands with Bengalese 

khAyAM AbbASi

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office spokes-
person said that Islamabad was in touch with 
the authorities in Washington and awaiting 
further details after reports emerged of a 
Pakistani national’s alleged involvement in 
the foiled assassination attempt on former 
US president Donald Trump.  In a state-
ment, FO spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Ba-
loch said: “We have seen the media reports. 
We are in touch with the US authorities and 
await further details.” The spokesperson 
said that they have also noted the statements 
by US officials that this is an ongoing inves-
tigation. “Before giving our formal reaction, 
we also need to be sure of the antecedents 
of the individual in question,” she added. A 
Pakistani man with alleged ties to Iran has 
been charged in the US in connection to a 
foiled plot to assassinate a US politician or 

Continued on Page 06

Bangladesh interim 
govt likely to be 
sworn in today

General Waker-Uz-Zaman says Nobel 
laureate Yunus will lead Bangladesh 

through a “democratic process”

AgeNcieS

DHAKA: Bangladesh army chief Gen-
eral Waker-Uz-Zaman said Wednes-
day that a new interim government 
was likely to be sworn in on Thurs-
day evening after Nobel laureate 
Muhammad Yunus returned to the 
country. “We are trying our best to 
hold the oath-taking ceremony tomor-
row,” the general said in a televised 

Continued on Page 06

We won’t be 
convinced with mere 

announcements
FAiSAl Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: People are suffering 
from corruption and incompetence 
of the government, Hafiz Naeem ur 
Rehman here said on Wednesday. Ja-
maat Islami’s protest sit-in against ex-
pensive electricity and taxes has been 
continued for 13th day. “We will not be 
convinced with mere announcements,” 
JI leader said, demanding the govern-
ment to take steps to address the prob-
lem. “The government’s committee met 
us yesterday. They asked us to accept 
their stance”, Hafiz Naeem said. “We 
told them to give your contentions 
in writing, we will consult over it”. 

Continued on Page 06

Langrial 
appointed 
new FBR 
chairman

Notification says Rashid 
has been appointed as 
chairman of Federal 
Board of Revenue

MAhNoor ANSAr

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has appointed 
Rashid Mahmood Langrial 
of the Pakistan Administra-
tive Services (PAS) to head 
the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR). The grade-21 
officer “is transferred and 
posted as Chairman, Fed-
eral Board of Revenue, un-
der Section 10 of the Civil 
Servants Act, 1973, with 
immediate effect,” the no-
tification, issued today by 
the Establishment Division 
from the Cabinet Secretar-
iat, read. Sources reported 
earlier today that the PAS 
officer’s name had been 
proposed to the prime min-
ister for the top slot of the 
government body.

Aliya Hamza 
released 
from jail

Her release orders were 
submitted earlier in 
the day and she left 

the jail with her family

DNA
GUJRANWALA: In the 
May 9 riots case, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader Al-
iya Hamza was released 
from Gujranwala Central 
Jail following the court’s 
order. Her release orders 
were submitted earlier in 
the day and she left the jail 
with her family. The Lahore 
High Court had barred law 
enforcement agencies from 
arresting Hamza in any case 
till August 29. LHC’s Justice 
Ali Baqar Najafi issued the 
ruling while hearing a peti-
tion filed by Hamza Jameel, 
Aliya Hamza’s husband, 
who sought protective bail 
to prevent further arrests in 
cases she was unaware of.
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Korean ambassador visits
Radio Pakistan headquarters

The Director General PBC, Saeed Ahmed Sheikh briefed the Ambassador  
about the history of Radio Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of 
Republic of Korea Park Ki Jun vis-
ited the Radio Pakistan headquar-
ters. The Director General PBC, 
Saeed Ahmed Sheikh briefed the 
Ambassador about the history of 
Radio Pakistan.  The DG also ar-
ranged a guided tour for the vis-
iting diplomat of various sections 
of Radio. The Korean ambassador 
thanked the Director General 
and the management of PBC for 
hosting him. The ambassador ex-
pressed his keenness to promote 
communication and digital linkage 
between Korea and Pakistan.  It 
may be mentioned here that since 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the Republic of 
Korea and the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan in 1983, the bilateral 
ties between the two countries 
have been gradually expanded 
in areas of trade, investment, 
human exchange, and develop-
ment cooperation. The Republic 
of Korea remains committed to 
fostering mutual exchange with 
Pakistan across multiple domains, 
including economic, cultural, tour-
ism, and other fields. Pakistan’s 
Kashmir narrative has the benefit 
of truth, needs to be amplified by 
informed youth Islamabad, August 
7: In today’s narrative-driven era, 
Pakistan must leverage its advan-
tage of truth and Kashmiri support 
to amplify its pro-Kashmir stance 
and employ proactive diplomacy at 
all levels. Engaging informed youth 
in advocacy efforts is crucial to 
keeping the issue prominent on the 
international stage. This approach 
is vital for countering Indian narra-
tives that portray the Kashmir issue 
as an internal matter and downplay 
human rights violations. As Indian 
coercive methods and narratives 
have failed to suppress the Kash-
miris struggle, Pakistan’s focus 

on narrative building and youth 
engagement can effectively attract 
global attention and support. This 
was discussed by speakers during 
a session “Kashmir’s Struggle af-
ter the Revocation of Articles 370 
and 35A” held at the Institute of 
Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad, in 
collaboration with the Youth Forum 
for Kashmir (YFK). The event fea-
tured a short documentary on the 
Kashmiri struggle post-2019, titled 
‘Kashmir: A Paradise, Colonized’, 
as well as the announcement of 
the winners of an essay competi-
tion organized by YFK to engage 

and raise awareness among youth 
about the Kashmir issue. The 
event was chaired by Dr. Shazia 
Sobia Aslam, member of the Na-
tional Assembly, and addressed 
by Khalid Rahman, chairman IPS, 
Dr. Shahzad Iqbal Sham, senior re-
search fellow IPS, Saleem Bismil, 
former secretary, Government of 
AJ&K, Dr. Noor Fatima, associate 
professor and chairperson, Depart-
ment of International Relations and 
Political Science, International Is-
lamic University, Islamabad, Farza-
na Yaqoob, former minister of AJK 
and IPS research associate, Zaman 

Bajwa, executive director, YFK, and 
others. Dr. Shazia stressed the need 
for consistent and proactive inter-
national diplomacy on the Kashmir 
issue, advocating for engagement 
beyond political leaders to every 
level of society. She underscored 
the importance of bridging the com-
munication gap between youth and 
leaders and utilizing contemporary 
tools for effective representation. 
It is important to understand that 
the Kashmir issue has dual dimen-
sions, i.e. real estate and human 
beings, said Bismil. He pointed out 
that while India may claim the land, 

it has failed to win the hearts and 
minds of the Kashmiri people. He 
stressed that this is a silver lining 
and Pakistan, with the advantage 
of truth on its side, must mobilize 
its youth to propagate its narrative. 
Quoting Arundhati Roy’s critique 
of India’s self-proclaimed democ-
racy as the “biggest lie”, Dr. Noor 
emphasized that Indian narratives 
cannot hide the severe human 
rights abuses in occupied Kashmir. 
She stressed the necessity of a mul-
tifaceted approach and the mobili-
zation of international support to 
address the situation.

Pakistan’s Kashmir truth 
amplified by informed youth

ISLAMABAD: today’s nar-
rative-driven era, Pakistan 
must leverage its advantage 
of truth and Kashmiri sup-
port to amplify its pro-Kash-
mir stance and employ 
proactive diplomacy at all 
levels. Engaging informed 
youth in advocacy efforts is 
crucial to keeping the issue 
prominent on the interna-
tional stage.
This approach is vital for 
countering Indian nar-
ratives that portray the 
Kashmir issue as an inter-
nal matter and downplay 
human rights violations. As 
Indian coercive methods 

and narratives have failed 
to suppress the Kashmiris 
struggle, Pakistan’s focus 
on narrative building and 
youth engagement can ef-
fectively attract global at-
tention and support.
This was discussed by 
speakers during a session 
“Kashmir’s Struggle after 
the Revocation of Articles 
370 and 35A” held at the 
Institute of Policy Studies 
(IPS), Islamabad, in col-
laboration with the Youth 
Forum for Kashmir (YFK). 
The event featured a short 
documentary on the Kash-
miri struggle post-2019, ti-

tled ‘Kashmir: A Paradise, 
Colonized’, as well as the 
announcement of the win-
ners of an essay competition 
organized by YFK to engage 
and raise awareness among 
youth about the Kashmir is-
sue. The event was chaired 
by Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam, 
member of the National As-
sembly, and addressed by 
Khalid Rahman, chairman 
IPS, Dr. Shahzad Iqbal Sham, 
senior research fellow IPS, 
Saleem Bismil, former secre-
tary, Government of AJ&K, 
Dr. Noor Fatima, associate 
professor and chairperson, 
Department of International 

Relations and Political Sci-
ence, International Islamic 
University, Islamabad, Farza-
na Yaqoob, former minister 
of AJK and IPS research as-
sociate, Zaman Bajwa, exec-
utive director, YFK, and oth-
ers.Dr. Shazia stressed the 
need for consistent and pro-
active international diplomacy 
on the Kashmir issue, advo-
cating for engagement beyond 
political leaders to every level 
of society. She underscored 
the importance of bridging the 
communication gap between 
youth and leaders and utilizing 
contemporary tools for effec-
tive representation.—APP

Exploding Lithium batteries  of 
solar panels eruptedH-9 inferno
The Report revealed that as many as 625 stalls were affected out of 

the total 2,743 in almost all the sections of the Bazaar
ADil ShAheeN

ISLAMABAD :The H-9 in-
ferno erupted on July 10th 
that turned a large number 
of shops, makeshift stalls, 
pushcarts, and merchan-
dise to ashes, occurred due 
to exploding Lithium bat-
teries attached to solar pan-
els after it got overheated 
owing to excessive charg-
ing. The Municipal Corpo-
ration  Islamabad (MCI)’s 
Directorate of Emergency 
and Disaster Management 
in its report submitted to 
the Parliamentary Commit-
tee revealed that there was 
no electricity supply to the 

Bazaar as it was a one-day 
operations trading hub.
The Report revealed that 
as many as 625 stalls were 
affected out of the total 
2,743 in almost all the sec-
tions of the Bazaar, even 
though there were trained 
individuals capable of un-
dertaking fire fighting efforts 
the massive scale of fire left 
all helpless. The remaining 
2,118 stalls were saved due 
to effective fire fighting op-
erations conducted by the 
authorities that involved 31 
fire tenders, 255 firefighting 
staff including 12 from MCI, 
four from Rawalpindi Admin-
istration, four from Pakistan 
Navy, two from Pakistan Air 

Force, nine from other de-
partments and 16 water tank-
ers in the entire operation.
An official from the Direc-
torate of Emergency and 
Disaster Management, MCI 
claimed that the department 
was working out proper solu-
tions to address fire risks 
and was mulling over a cen-
tralised electricity supply 
system or complete wrap-up 
of operations at night to be 
ensured. Moreover, he said 
a committee of the vendors 
was formed to ensure local-
ised awareness and mitiga-
tion efforts against fire haz-
ards in the bazaar.
The Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory Administration (ICT 

Admin) official claimed that 
Rescue 1122, basically the 
Emergency and Disaster 
Management wing of MCI 
has 10 fire brigades to man-
age the entire federal capital 
which was insufficient to 
manage the present scale of 
the metropolis’ population 
and sprawling infrastruc-
ture. However, in 2022, two 
episodes of mass fire in H-9 
Bazaar had occurred after the 
UPS batteries had blown off, 
he added. He informed that 
there was no insurance for 
the solar panels of shops that 
got impacted by fire and since 
it was a temporary bazaar, all 
electricity connections were 
removed after repeated fires. 

Resolving GB’s 
issues federal govt’s 
top priority: Muqam

ISLAMABAD : Federal 
Minister for Kashmir Af-
fairs and Gilgit-Baltistan 
and SAFRON, Engr. Amir 
Muqam, on Wednesday 
said  addressing the issues 
of Gilgithatt-Baltistan was a 
top priority for the federal 
government and assured 
to apply their resources 
to advance growth and 
well-being in the region. 
Minister Muqam chairing 
a high-level meeting at the 
Gilgit-Baltistan Council 
highlighted the region’s 
vast potential to emerge 
as a premier global tourist 
destination. Additionally, 
he pointed out the area’s 
rich mineral resources and 

hydropower capabilities, 
vowing to harness these 
assets for regional devel-
opment. Amir Muqam as-
sured that issues faced by 
Gilgit-Baltistan’s traders 
would be resolved amica-
bly in accordance with ex-
isting rules and laws, and 
that all stakeholders would 
be kept informed and in-
volved. The Federal Minis-
ter also promised that the 
federal government would 
provide substantial relief 
to the people of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan. He announced that 
the issue of wheat provi-
sion had been addressed, 
with a subsidy on wheat 
now in place.—APP

LDA seals 47 
properties

LAHORE: The Lahore De-
velopment Authority (LDA) 
teams continue their opera-
tion against illegal construc-
tions, illegal commercial use 
and commercial fee default-
ers. 
On Wednesday,  LDA teams 
sealed 25 properties due to 
non-payment of commercial 
fees in Blocks A, B, C, G, E, 
F, M, and the Civic Center of 
Gulshan Ravi. In another op-
eration, Town Planning Zone 
II sealed 22 properties in var-
ious blocks of Mustafa Town 
and Allama Iqbal Town. The 
sealed properties include pri-
vate schools, marriage halls, 
offices, pharmacies, acade-
mies, shops, offices, clinics, 
and others. These sealed 
properties were defaulters 
of millions of rupees against 
commercialization fees. The 
operation was conducted 
under the supervision of 
Chief Town Planner One 
Asad Zaman, Director Town 
Planning Zone One Ayesha 
Matahir, and Director Town 
Planning Zone Two. Multiple 
notices had been issued to 
these properties before the 
operation. On the instruc-
tions of DG LDA Tahir Fa-
rooq, actions against illegal 
constructions and commer-
cial fee defaulters are contin-
ue across the city.—APP

1,085-litre 
substandard

 milk 
confiscated

LAHORE : Punjab Food 
Minister Bilal Yasin in-
spected dairy shops in the 
upscale areas of Gulberg II 
and III, Lahore, along with 
DG Punjab Food Authority 
Asim Javed and Dairy Safety 
teams. The quality of milk 
and yogurt was checked at 
several shops, and during the 
inspection of 20 milk shops, 
eight were fined and 11 were 
issued improvement notices. 
A total of 1,085 litres of sub-
standard milk was confiscat-
ed in the provincial capital.
The minister said that fines 
were imposed due to unhy-
gienic freezers, use of smelly 
wooden sticks, and poor san-
itation arrangements. Citi-
zens can get their milk test-
ed for free at Punjab Food 
Authority offices. Free milk 
testing facilities are available 
in all districts of Punjab.
The public is requested to 
report complaints against 
elements selling fake and 
adulterated milk in their 
surroundings on the toll-free 
number 1223.—APP

Agriculture 
scientists 

urged to held 
in  sector 

development
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
National Food Security and 
Research, Rana Tanveer 
Hussain, on Wednesday 
urged agriculture scientists 
and policymakers to actively 
contribute to the improve-
ment of the local agriculture 
sector to ensure food safety 
and security in the country. 
Speaking at the inauguration 
of the seed potato complex 
and the International Sym-
posium on Seed Potato Pro-
duction and Supply Chain, 
the minister highlighted that 
despite Pakistan’s agricul-
tural economy, the country 
continues to import food 
items.—APP

MoU signed 
between 
Istanbul, 

Lahore medical 
universities

LAHORE : A memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
was signed for cooperation 
between the medical uni-
versities of Istanbul and La-
hore on Wednesday. Punjab 
Health Minister Khawaja 
Salman Rafique signed the 
MoU on behalf of the Uni-
versity of Health Sciences 
(UHS) Lahore during a 
meeting with faculty mem-
bers from both UHS Lahore 
and Istanbul University of 
Health Sciences, Turkiye, 
according to a handout is-
sued here on Wednesday. 
The meeting was chaired 
by Provincial Health Min-
ister Khawaja Salman 
Rafique, who attended 
directly from Istanbul Uni-
versity of Health Sciences. 
Kemalitan Aydin, a well-
known Turkish politician, 
also attended the meet-
ing. During the event, the 
Vice-Chancellors of UHS 
Lahore and Istanbul Uni-
versity of Health Sciences 
briefed attendees on the 
educational facilities avail-
able at their respective in-
stitutions.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Republic of Korea Park Ki Jun talking to the Director General of Pakistan Broad-
casting Corporation Saeed Ahmed Shaikh during his visit to PBC Headquarters.— DNA

Jazz xlr8 
partners 

with GSMA 
innovation 

fund to 
support high-

potential 
startups

ISLAMABAD: Jazz, Paki-
stan’s leading digital op-
erator, through its startup 
accelerator program ‘xlr8’, 
has partnered with the 
GSMA Innovation Fund 
to identify and support 
high-potential startups, 
especially in emerging 
technologies like artificial 
intelligence (AI), health, ed-
ucation, entertainment, and 
digital lifestyle.  This stra-
tegic collaboration aims to 
foster innovation and stim-
ulate large-scale socio-eco-
nomic and environmental 
impact said a news release.
Under the partnership, 
Jazz’s xlr8 program will sup-
port the GSMA Innovation 
Fund startups by providing 
Jazz expertise in digital plat-
forms which are based on 
building and launching Pa-
kistan’s largest homegrown 
apps like SIMOSA and 
Tamasha, access to Jazz’s 
71 million users based on 
intelligent segmentation, 
specialized mentoring from 
Jazz domain experts, exten-
sive digital growth & data 
analytics and platform ar-
chitecture expertise. —APP

Rescue 1122 
put on high
 alert amid 
recent rains

DNA

RAWALPINDI :Rescue 1122 
has been put on high alert due 
to recent rains in Rawalpindi. 
Rescue personnel have joined 
their duties on assigned are-
as surrounding Nalla Lai and 
other low-lying areas for safety 
measures including Katarian 
and Gawalmandi.  Rescue per-
sonnel will remain on duty at 
these places during the rains. 
Media Coordinator Rescue 
1122 Rawalpindi Muhammad 
Usman informed that all the 
officers and personnel were 
present at the field round the 
clock to serve the public.  He 
advised that people should be 
very careful during the rains. 
He advised parents not to al-
low children to go near drains 
and electric poles. Residents 
living near drains must be care-
ful. Drive at low speed. Do not 
go under weak and dilapidated 
roofs during rain.  He said that 
in case of any emergency, peo-
ple must report immediately 
on the rescue helpline; 1122. 
MULTAN : District Emer-
gency Officer (DEO) Dr. 
Muhammad Hussain Mian 
said that the Rescue 1122 
responded to over 10000 
help-seeking calls in Mul-
tan and rescued over 12000 
people during July 2024.

ISLAMABAD : H.E Donald Armin Blome, Ambassador of the United States of America to Pakistan 
calls on Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain.—DNA



Pakistan 
embassy 
observes 
Youm-e-

Istehsal in 
Ottawa

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan High Commission in 
Ottawa and its three Consu-
lates in Montreal, Toronto 
and Vancouver observed 
“Yaum-e-Istehsal-e- Kash-
mir” to commemorate the 
fifth anniversary of India’s 
illegal and unilateral ac-
tions of August 05, 2019. 
On this day India’s BJP-RSS 
government scrapped the 
special constitutional status 
of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK) by revoking Article 370 
and 35-A of the Indian Con-
stitution, a press release 
issued on Wednesday said.  
Photographic exhibitions 
were organized to express 
solidarity with Kashmiris in 
the face of Indian atrocities 
which were attended by a 
large number of audience. 
Additionally, a documenta-
ry illustrating the crimes 
committed in IIOJK, was 
unveiled, granting attend-
ees a comprehensive under-
standing of the challenges 
faced by the Kashmiris.
In a video message on this 
occasion, the Acting High 
Commissioner Faisal Kakar 
said, “the illegal and unilat-
eral actions of Modi govern-
ment have opened a new 
chapter in the tortured his-
tory of the occupied territo-
ry. The gross and systemat-
ic human rights violations 
committed with impunity 
by 9 lac Indian occupation 
forces have escalated since 
2019.”  Kakar reiterated, 
“India is trying to consol-
idate the occupation and 
impose what it ominous 
refers as “Final Solution” 
to the occupied territory 
through a mix of legal, ad-
ministrative, demographic 
and electoral measures.”  
“A key element of India’s 
so-called “Final Solution” is 
to transform Kashmir from 
a Muslim majority State to 
a Hindu majority territory 
in blatant violation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention 
and the relevant resolu-
tions of the Security Coun-
cil. Hence, it is impera-
tive for the international 
community to recognize 
and confront the rampant 
human rights abuses oc-
curring in the area,” he 
added. The acting high 
commissioner reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s unflinching sup-
port to the brave and resil-
ient Kashmiri people in 
their struggle for freedom 
from illegal Indian occupa-
tion.   He demanded imme-
diate lifting of the military 
siege and communications 
blackout, rescinding In-
dia’s illegal and unilateral 
actions, release of illegally 
arrested —APP

PM kicks off monsoon 
tree plantation drive

Prime minister said he had directed the concerned departments and institutions to plant at least 100 
million saplings across the country including Gilgit Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K) to 

save the country from the impacts of climate change 

FArrukh ShehzAD

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Wednesday launched the coun-
trywide monsoon tree plantation 
drive by planting a sapling here. 
Speaking on the occasion, the 
prime minister said he had direct-
ed the concerned departments 
and institutions to plant at least 
100 million saplings across the 
country including Gilgit Baltistan 
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJ&K) to save the country from 
the impacts of climate change 
that badly hit the country in 2022. 
He said the tree plantation would 
also help reducing air pollution. 
The prime minister directed the 
relevant authorities in the feder-
al and provincial governments to 
play their role in spreading the 
plantation drive to every corner 
to make Pakistan a green and pol-
lution-free country. He also asked 
all Pakistani citizens to help the 
government by fully participating 
in the plantation drive to save the 
country from climate change dis-
asters and provide a healthy en-
vironment. On the occasion, the 
prime minister was also briefed 
about the area-wise plantation tar-
gets across the country.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority 
(PTA) National Commission 
on the Status of Women 
(NCSW) and Global System 
for Mobile Communication 
(GSMA) Action Collation for 
bridging the digital divide or-
ganized a one-day workshop 
titled “Bridging the Mobile 
Gender Gap”. The workshop 
featured participation from 
representatives of the Minis-
try of Information Technology 
& Telecom, Ministry of Feder-
al Education & Professional 
Training, Ministry of Interi-
or, Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting, Ministry 
of Commerce, Ministry of 
Defense, Universal Services 
Fund, Ministry of Human 
Rights and other government 
and private entities said a 
news release issued here on 
Wednesday. The workshop 
aimed to address the digital 
gender divide in Pakistan by 

bringing together government 
and civil society stakeholders 
to improve gender in ICTs. 
Key discussions focused on 
strategies to enhance wom-
en’s access to mobile tech-
nology and digital services, 
emphasising creating inclusive 
policies and fostering a sup-
portive ecosystem. 
On this occasion, Chairman 
PTA, Maj. Gen. (R) Hafeez 
Ur Rehman, said that this in-
itiative is a vital step towards 
addressing the digital gender 
divide in Pakistan. He further 
added that this workshop 
marks the beginning of our 
collective journey towards a 
more inclusive and equitable 
digital future for all.
On the occasion NilofarBakh-
tiar, Former Federal Minis-
ter of Women Development 
Department and Ex-Chair of 
NCSW, emphasized the crit-
ical need for digital inclusion 
of women, highlighting that 

gender equality in the digital 
realm is essential for econom-
ic and social development. 
During the event,. Julain Gor-
man, Head of APAC GSMA 
highlighted the discussion on 
leveraging global expertise 
and collaborative efforts to 
tailor solutions specifically for 
enhancing women’s inclusion 
and empowerment in Paki-
stan. Participants engaged in 
interactive sessions, exploring 
best practices for empowering 
women through mobile tech-
nology and ensuring their par-
ticipation in the digital econ-
omy. The workshop also 
highlighted successful case 
studies from other coun-
tries that have made signif-
icant progress in bridging 
the mobile gender gap. The 
workshop concluded with 
the distribution of certif-
icates to the participants 
and shields to the GSMA 
and NCWS officials.—APP

PTA, NCSW, GSMA host 
workshop on bridging 

mobile gender gap
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China-Pak e-commerce 
platform join hands to 

make industrial upgrading
IBI will join hands with the Pakistani government to tailor 

global one-stop full-chain services for various industrial chains in 
Pakistan backed by its superior advantages in digital economy, 

industrial Internet, cross-border presence of industrial belts and 
other aspects, thus spurring the collaborative and innovative 

development of industrial and supply chains”
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China-Pak 
e-commerce platform has 
joined hands to make indus-
trial upgrading, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported 
on Wednesday. Recently, 
Beijing-based high-quality 
industrial Internet enter-
prises IBI and the Ministry 
of Information Technology 
and Telecommunications 
of Pakistan officially es-
tablished strategic coop-
eration relations.   Beijing 
Toodudu E-commerce Co., 
Ltd., a core subsidiary 
of IBI, signed a strategic 
cooperation agreement 
with Pakistani company 
Michael & Parker. “It is a 
vital stride taken by IBI to 
actively respond to China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative, as 
well as promote regional 
economic cooperation and 
development,” an official 
introduced. “IBI will join 
hands with the Pakistani 

government to tailor global 
one-stop full-chain services 
for various industrial chains 
in Pakistan backed by its su-
perior advantages in digital 
economy, industrial Inter-
net, cross-border presence 
of industrial belts and other 
aspects, thus spurring the 
collaborative and innovative 
development of industrial 
and supply chains.”
 Shaza Fatima Khwaja, Min-
ister of Information Tech-
nology and Telecommuni-
cations of Pakistan, fully 
affirmed the achievements 
made by IBI in digital econ-
omy, industrial Internet, 
cross-border industrial 
belts, and elaborated in 
detail the difficulties and 
challenges currently faced 
by Pakistan in these fields.  
She expressed the hope 
that IBI could deeply partic-
ipate in Pakistan’s econom-
ic construction. According 
to mutual agreement, IBI 
will partner with local core 
enterprises to supports its 
businesses in Pakistan by 

giving full play to its ma-
ture resources in digital 
economy and robust digi-
tal technology advantages. 
It will work together with 
the Pakistani government 
to advance cooperation in 
cross-border integrated 
service platform, supply 
chain collaboration plat-
form, cross-border barter 
platform, cloud factory pro-
gram, enterprise promo-
tion and talent exchange, 
thus promoting the global 
presence of more enterpris-
es based in both China and 
Pakistan. Guests attending 
the signing ceremony in-
cluded Shaza Fatima Khwa-
ja, Minister of Information 
Technology and Telecom-
munications of Pakistan, 
Ghulam Qadir, Commercial 
Counsellor at Pakistani Em-
bassy, Erfa Iqbal from the 
Prime Minister’s Office of 
Pakistan, Liu Junzhai, Di-
rector and Senior Vice Pres-
ident of IBI, and Danyal, 
Vice President and General 
Manager of Cross-border 

E-commerce of Toodudu.  
So far, cross-border e-com-
merce has become a bell-
wether in China’s eco-
nomic growth against the 
trend while facing a global 
downturn.  The latest data 
shows that in the first half 
of 2024, China’s cross-bor-
der e-commerce imports 
and exports reached RMB 
1.22 trillion, a year-on-year 
increase of 10.5%, 4.4 per-
centage points higher than 
the overall growth rate of 
China’s foreign trade in the 
same period. 
The volume of cross-border 
mail and parcels super-
vised by Chinese customs 
reaches more than 7 billion 
pieces per year, with an 
average of 20 million par-
cels are transported to all 
parts of the globe by train, 
plane and ship every day.  
Specifically for the scale of 
China-Pakistan e-commerce 
trade, the figure is about 
USD 3.5 billion in 2021 and 
is expected to grow to about 
USD 60 billion by 2030.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

AuguSt
Aug 01/China

Armed Forces Day 

Aug 01/Switzerland
National Day

Aug 01/Lebanon
Armed Forces Day

Aug  01 /Syria
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/Bukino Faso
National Day

Aug 09 /Singapore

Aug 15/DPR Korea
Independence Day

Aug 15/India
Independence Day

Aug 15/Poland
Armed Forces Day

 

Aug 17 /Indonesia
Independence Day

Aug 24/Ukraine
Independence Day

Aug 25/Uruguay 
Independence Day

Aug 30 /Turkey
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/Kyrgyz Repub-
lic

Independence Day

Aug 31/Malaysia
National Day

Digitization of 
economy inevitable 

for national 
development: Ahsan
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal on Wednesday emphasized 
the crucial role of digital technology in driving economic 
growth, transparency and good governance. “Dgitalization of 
the economy is inevitable for achieving the national devel-
opment,” he said while addressing the first National Digital 
Summit. He highlighted the importance of leveraging tech-
nology to address pressing issues, promote transparency, 
and foster economic development.  He advocated for adopt-
ing digital technologies to enhance infrastructure, human 
resource development and digital literacy. The minister 
stressed the significance of collaboration between education-
al institutions and the tech industry, saying it was essential 
for promoting professional and digital skills among youth.  
He informed the gathering that the government was taking 
the required measures to promote digital skills among young 
people. The minister also mentioned that the government 
was strengthening cyber-security to protect citizens, busi-
nesses and and government institutions.  Furthermore, he 
said efforts were  being made to promote digitalization in 
rural areas and ensure affordable internet access. He em-
phasized the need for public-private investment in making 
technological advancements and encouraged startups, 
small and medium enterprises in this sector. —APP

Tax deptt 
partners with 

ICT admin 
ISLAMABAD: The Income 
Tax Department is expand-
ing its efforts to register all 
market workers in the Feder-
al Capital, aiming to increase 
the tax net with support from 
the district administration. 
In a recent meeting with 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz 
Memon, officials from the 
Income Tax Department 
outlined plans to include all 
market workers in the tax 
system, said the spokesman 
of Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) administration.  
This initiative seeks to bring 
a broader range of individu-
als, including street vendors 
and those selling vegetables 
and fruits, under the tax 
umbrella. The department 
emphasized the need for col-
laboration with the district 
administration to ensure the 
success of this effort. The 
district administration has 
pledged its support to help 
implement this tax registra-
tion drive.  This move aims to 
improve tax compliance and 
broaden the tax base.—APP
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Briefs
Safi 

condemns 
India’s use of 

pellet guns 
in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: Ghulam Mo-
hammad Safi, convener of 
All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence-AJK chapter, has strong-
ly condemned India’s use of 
pellet guns in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir(IIOJ&K), stating that it 
was prohibited globally and 
violated international laws. Ad-
dressing a cultural, organized 
by Pakistan National Council 
of Arts (PNCA) in connection 
with Kashmir, Safi emphasized, 
“Thousands of children have 
lost their sight due to pellet gun 
injuries and that India’s actions 
have crossed all limits of oppres-
sion.”  He questioned India’s 
motives, saying, “It knows Kash-
miri children do not support 
India and instead want to sacri-
fice themselves for Pakistan.” 
He expressed confidence that 
Kashmir’s freedom was inevi-
table, saying, “No matter how 
deep the darkness is, eventually 
the sun of Kashmir’s freedom 
will rise.” The event, among 
others, was attended by Raja 
Khan Afsar, Najib Al-Ghafoor, 
Imtiaz Wani and Raja Bashir 
Osmani.—APP

Director 
PDMA as-

sures prompt 
action on rain 
emergencies

ISLAMABAD: Director Pro-
vincial Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA), Hamid-
ullah Malik Wednesday as-
sured that all relevant depart-
ments, divisional, and district 
administrations are maintain-
ing close coordination to ef-
fectively address emergency 
situations arising from rain 
incidents and reconstruction 
of damaged buildings that 
pose a danger to the public. 
Talking to PTV news chan-
nel, he said with a proactive 
approach, the authorities are 
working together to mitigate 
the impact of rain-related dis-
asters and ensuring the safe-
ty of citizens.
 The PDMA has already 
alerted all rescue services, 
including machinery and per-
sonnel from Rescue 1122, to 
be ready for deployment, add-
ing, the authority has urged 
citizens to exercise caution 
and stay away from electric 
poles and hanging wires, as 
well as avoid dirty and dilap-
idated buildings during the 
monsoon season.—APP

Govt. 
committed to 

Digital Pakistan 
vision: Shaza 

Fatima
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunica-
tion, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, 
on Wednesday reaffirmed 
the government’s commit-
ment to fulfilling the vision 
of Digital Pakistan.
Addressing the first-ev-
er Digital Nation Summit 
hosted by GSMA, she high-
lighted the robust measures 
being taken under the direc-
tion of the Prime Minister 
to ensure digital transfor-
mation. “We aim to bridge 
the digital divide between 
urban and rural areas,” she 
said. “We are digitizing the 
economy, governance, and 
society”, she added.—APP

Mohsin Naqvi 
approves 

grant project 
of 200-acres 

for Zoo
ISLAMABAD: Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi on 
Wednesday approved a grand 
project of 200-acres of inter-
national standard zoo and a 
safari park in Islamabad, set 
to house 5,000 animals and 
birds from around the world. 
He said that it would be a 
grand project to establish 
Pakistan’s first international 
standard zoo and safari park 
in Islamabad where 200-acre 
facility will be home to 5,000 
animals and birds, with 2,000 
to be introduced in the first 
phase. The minister direct-
ed the registration of the 
zoo and safari park with the 
World Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums and instructed 
officials to finalize all matters 
related to the project swiftly.  
The foundation stone of the 
project is expected to be laid 
down in October. The project, 
reviewed in a meeting chaired 
by Minister Naqvi at the CDA 
headquarters, aims to increase 
tourism in Islamabad and pro-
vide world-class recreational 
facilities to citizens.  Chairman 
CDA Mohammad Ali Randha-
wa briefed the meeting on the 
project’s details. This develop-
ment marks a significant step 
towards enhancing Islama-
bad’s recreational infrastruc-
ture and promoting tourism 
in the capital city.—APP

Two children 
drown in rain 

drains
RAWALPINDI: Flooding 
in drains due to heavy rain 
on Wednesday morning 
claimed two more lives. 
The incidents occurred in 
two different areas where 
search and rescue opera-
tions have been initiated 
by the District Emergency 
Service-Rescue 1122. Ac-
cording to the details, an 8 
year old child was crossing 
a floody street and slipped 
in deep water which swept 
him away, in Boston Khan 
Road. The CCTV footage 
shows two children trapped 
in water, trying to escape 
the heavy water flow.  Both 
the children tried to cross 
the water, during which one 
child drowned into the drain 
while the other survived. In 
another tragic incident, a 5 
years old girl drowned in an 
open drain near the Adyala 
Road area. The spokesman 
Rescue 1122, Muhammad 
Usman informed APP that 
search and rescue opera-
tions were initiated in both 
areas immediately. He fur-
ther said that the names of 
both the kids remained un-
known.—APP

Chevening scholarship 
opens window for Pakistanis 

MAhNoor ANSAr

ISLAMABAD: The British High Commis-
sion invites ambitious mid-career Pakistani 
professionals to apply for a fully funded 
one-year master’s degree in the United 
Kingdom. Applications to the UK’s pres-
tigious Chevening Scholarship have now 
opened. Tuition fees, living expenses and 
travel costs are all fully covered through 
the scholarship.  Applications are open until 
November 5, 2024. The scholarship is open 
to any Pakistani mid-career professional with 
at least 2 years of work experience. More 
information on eligibility requirements, and 
the application portal, can be found on www.
chevening.org.  Applications to the South 
Asian Journalism Programme, a short-term 
fellowship with the University of Westminster 
where mid-career professionals can hone their 
skills and meet leaders in UK journalism, are 
also open. They close on 5th October 2024. 
As are applications to the Oxford Centre for 
Islamic Studies fellowship, where fellows gain 
access to leading scholars focussing on the 
Islamic world while completing a 5-month 
research project. Applications close 5th 
November 2024.   Chevening scholars 
have gone on to become prominent lead-
ers in Pakistan. Successful applicants 
will join a pool of nearly 2,000 Pakistani 
Chevening alumni who are leaders across 
a range of sectors.  High Commissioner 
to Pakistan, Jane Marriott CMG OBE, 
encourages potential applicants:  ‘Chev-
ening produces changemakers and lead-
ers. It offers an exceptional academic 
opportunity and helps connect emerging 
leaders from across the globe. I urge those 
looking to elevate their careers to seize this 

opportunity and apply.’ Amal Durrani, Chev-
ening scholar 2022 and alumni of SOAS, Uni-
versity of London said:  The Chevening schol-
arship, a highly competitive opportunity, 

opens doors to world-class education and 
brings incredible networking and career op-
portunities - making you stand out! It made 
my dream of studying in the UK a reality 

and helped me secure a role at UNDP with-
in three months of returning. You should 
apply if you’re passionate about making a 
difference and achieving your dreams. 

AIOU awards financial 
assistance to 206 students
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open Universi-
ty (AIOU) has awarded final project grants 
to 31 students and merit-based scholar-
ships to 175 students of BS, MS and PhD 
programmes of the Spring 2024 semester.  
A ceremony was held at the university’s 
main campus, presided over by Vice-Chan-
cellor Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood.  In 
his address, Dr. Nasir Mahmood stated, 
“The university is committed to providing 
quality education as well as financial assis-
tance to ensure that no child in Pakistan is 
deprived of education.”  He highlighted the 
university’s financial assistance schemes, 
including merit-based scholarships, need-
based support, earn-to-learn programs, fi-
nal-year project grants, and free education 
for students from Balochistan, FATA, and 
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB). 
Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood also noted 
that over the past two years, the universi-

ty has allocated 120 million PKR to these 
schemes, benefiting more than 200,000 
students. Chairman of ASSF, Dr. Irshad 
Ahmad Arshad praised the students’ hard 
work and dedication. He reaffirmed that 
the AIOU is committed to bringing qual-
ity education to the students’ doorsteps, 
a commitment that has been recognized 
internationally. The Vice-Chancellor not 
only encouraged the students but also as-
sured them that whenever there is a need 
for achieving the noble goal of education, 
the Open University will be at the forefront 
in providing both financial support and an 
excellent environment, he maintained. He 
commended the dedication of the Direc-
torate of Students Affairs team and con-
gratulated them on organizing a successful 
ceremony.  The event concluded with the 
Vice-Chancellor distributing awards to the 
students and expressing gratitude to the 
guests and participants.—DNA

‘We will not allow strategic 
stability equation to be disturbed’
FArrukh ShehzAD

ISLAMABAD: Speaking 
at the Institute of Region-
al Studies (IRS), Lt. Gen 
Khalid Kidwai, Advisor to 
National Command Author-
ity and former DG SPD, 
asserted that ‘Pakistan’s 
entire spectrum of deter-
rence—from strategic to op-
erational and tactical, com-
bined with its ready nuclear 
capability—demonstrates 
Pakistan’s resolve to pro-
tect its land from any kind 
of external aggression’. 
He emphasized that ‘Paki-
stan’s Full Spectrum Deter-
rence (FSD) doctrine has 
been effectively countering 
India’s aggressive designs 
and keeping its ‘Cold Start 
Doctrine or ‘Proactive Op-
erations’ under check.

Given the role and impor-
tance of Pakistan’s nukes 
in maintaining strategic 
stability in South Asia, Gen 

Kidwai, termed Pakistan’s 
strategic weapons, espe-
cially the Tactical Nuclear 
Weapons, as ‘weapons of 
peace’ as they had been 
effectively ensuring stra-
tegic equilibrium in the 
region. He also noted that 
‘Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gram enjoys a wide national 
consensus as being cen-
tral to Pakistan’s national 
security’, and was indeed 
an inherent strength.  
Commenting on the dy-
namic and elusive nature 
of changing geo-political 
realities in the region, he 
said that ‘it has increas-
ingly become Pakistan’s 
responsibility not to al-
low the strategic stability 
equation to be disturbed 
to its disadvantage’. Gen 
Kidwai criticized India’s 
mantra of ‘Ghar mein 
ghus k marenge’ (will 
chase infiltrators inside 
Pakistan) as mere political 
rhetoric stemming from 
frustration over Pakistan’s 
strong nuclear capabilities 

that deterred one of the 
world’s largest militaries.  
He told the participants 
that Pakistan has always 
shown restraint and ma-
turity as a responsible nu-
clear power in defusing In-
dian-generated tensions, 
and preventing them from 
spiraling into potential ca-
tastrophe as was evident 
from the Balakot incident 
in 2019. Gen Kidwai un-
derscored that Pakistan’s 
strong nuclear capability 
had constrained India’s 
conventional military op-
tions, leading India to 
engage in 5th generation 
warfare against Pakistan. 
Countering the Indian 
propaganda onslaught, he 
emphasized the need for 
‘increased vigilance and 
preparedness’. He noted 
that the retaliatory options 
of Offensive-defence were 
valid for countering that 
hybrid strategy since ‘De-
fensive-defence alone could 
not do so.  While endorsing 
Gen Kidwai’s statement, 

Dr. Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, 
Professor and Dean of So-
cial Sciences at QAU, said 
that Pakistan must adopt 
a multi-pronged strategy 
to counter India’s propa-
ganda machine. He also 
noted that the growing US 
defense collaboration with 
New Delhi to counter Chi-
na was further complicating 
South Asia’s already fragile 
security environment, high-
lighting the necessity for nu-
clear diplomacy.
 Earlier, Ambassador Jau-
har Saleem, President of 
IRS, cautioned that India’s 
increasing defense procure-
ment and advanced weap-
onry posed new threats to 
South Asia’s stability, beyond 
the threat of direct confron-
tation. He also highlighted 
the desirability of resump-
tion of dialogue and revival 
of confidence-building meas-
ures amid region’s increas-
ingly fragile strategic envi-
ronment, for which the onus 
was on India to adopt a more 
conducive approach.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority  
(PEMRA), Mr Muhammad Saleem, presenting the PEMRA Report 2021-23 to 

 President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.— DNA

NDMA advisory 
highlights’ rain with 

thundershowers
ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA)’s National Emergencies Opera-
tion Center on Wednesday anticipated that rainfall 
and thundershowers were expected in most parts 
of the province over the next 24 to 48 hours. Con-
sequently, scattered rainfall with chances of heavy 
falls is expected in the Hazara division, Malakand 
division, Bannu, Peshawar, Kohat, Swabi, Swat, 
Mansehra, Haripur, Dera Ismail Khan, and sur-
rounding areas. Low-Lying areas likely to face urban 
inundation during the rainfall spell, the NDMA news 
release said. “The public is advised to stay informed 
by keeping track of weather updates and alerts.
NDMA has launched the Pak NDMA Disaster Alert 
application, available on the Google Play Store and 
iOS App Store, to provide timely alerts, advisories, 
and guidelines to the public.   “Ensure roofs and win-
dows are properly sealed to prevent water leakage. 
Clear gutters and drainage systems to avoid water 
accumulation. Secure any loose items outside that 
could be blown away or damaged by strong winds 
and heavy rain. Do not attempt to walk, swim, or 
drive through flooded waters.  “Use alternative 
routes to avoid areas prone to flooding. Be aware 
of open manholes and submerged obstacles. Unplug 
electrical appliances during heavy rains to avoid 
short circuits. Do not touch electrical equipment with 
wet hands,” it said. The NDMA has issued instructions to 
all relevant departments to take necessary precautions 
to mitigate the possible effects of flooding and extreme 
weather.—DNA
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Giving birth 
under the hell

Failure of US  
industrial policy

R ASHA Mahmoud will never forget that bitter day, the day when labor 
pains came to her amid the falling bombs. “The situation was difficult 
to describe, I felt like my heart was going to stop.” Rasha says that 

on the evening of June 20th, she felt terrible pains in her lower abdomen 
and knew it was the onset of labor pains. But the sounds of the Israeli bom-
bardment on the Salehi towers in Al-Nuseirat made her freeze in her place 
– she was neither able to scream nor had the strength to move, while the 
ambulances kept coming and going to transport the wounded and the martyrs. 
Rasha (30 years old) is not new to childbirth, as this was her fourth delivery, 
but it was the first time she experienced the pain of labor and the horror of 
war together. “I had heard and read the testimonies of women and girls who 
lived through this experience in previous wars on Gaza, but I never imagined 
I would live this moment inside a beach tent.” Rasha’s husband went out to look 
for a vehicle to take them to Al-Awda Hospital west of the Al-Nuseirat camp, but that 
was not easy. “The area looked like ghosts except for the sound of the drone and the 
explosions of the bombs.” She adds, “My husband was confused, not knowing what 
to do, between his fear for me and his concern for our children whom we would leave 
in the tent, until we dared to call our neighbor and ask her to take care of them until 
we returned.” She pointed out that as soon as they arrived at the hospital, the Israeli 
warplanes bombed a neighboring house. “Fear filled the place and the hospital was 
crowded, and the birth was difficult despite being a normal delivery. I tried to go to the 
bathroom before delivery but I couldn’t because of the long queue of the displaced.” 
When asked about her biggest concerns at that moment, she says, “I was afraid of los-
ing the fetus, afraid for my children whom I had left behind. I wished my mother was 
with me in these difficult moments. I could hear the screams of the injured children 
and women as they cried from the horror of the bombardment.” She continues, “I 
prayed to God that the war would end before my due date. Giving birth during war is 
a suffering that does not stop there. I searched the market for health supplies for me 
and my child, but many are missing from the markets, and here is my son Muhammad, 
who has already passed his first month in the hottest months of the year.” The United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimates that around 20,000 children were born 
in the hell of the Israeli genocide war on Gaza since its outbreak on October 7, 2023, 
with a child being born every 10 minutes in these horrific conditions. A UN agency 
also pointed to the presence of about 50,000 pregnant women in the Gaza Strip. She 
added, “How can the child’s father compensate his son for the lack of breastfeeding 
when artificial milk is not available in the markets and is sold at very high prices, 
where one is sold for about 60 shekels, and if I get one of what the international 
institutions offer, it barely lasts a week.” Sarah also pointed to the difficulties 
faced by women during childbirth, where the targeting of hospitals in the Gaza 
Strip casts a gloomy shadow on postpartum care for the mother, exposing 
her to complications such as bleeding, infections, or postpartum depression, 
which is extremely dangerous if it befalls the mother in these circumstances.

E VERY now and then, away from the public eye, people in high places 
let their guard down and speak the truth among friends and colleagues.
So it was with Anja Manuel, executive director of the Aspen Security 

Forum. She was addressing an elite bipartisan gathering on foreign policy in 
the United States last month. nd she just confirmed what many people in China 
have called America’s “Do a Tonya Harding”. (If you don’t get the reference, I 
will just let you google it yourself.) Manuel said: “Let’s keep sight of the goal. 
The country that leads in technology tends to lead the world … The United 
States and our friends and allies have been the undisputed technology leaders 
for decades and now we have someone who is running the race and running re-
ally fast and that’s China. “So the goal here should be for the US and our friends 
and allies to run faster in this race. There’s two ways to win a race: one, you 
hobble the other guy and Alan [Estevez, the undersecretary of commerce for 
industry and security] and his team are working on that. There’s another way to 
do it, which is to run faster ourselves.” The first way is sometimes called “Chi-
na containment”, the second is industrial policy. It’s worth noting that Manuel 
once worked as a special assistant to the current ambassador to China Nicholas 
Burns, who was back then the undersecretary for political affairs responsible 
for Asia policy. You may wonder where his protégé got her “Tonya Harding” 
philosophy from. A key aspect of containment when it comes to technology has 
been denying China access to advanced semiconductors. Like a medieval pope, 
that involves forcing allies and their companies not to sell advanced chips to 
China on pain of excommunication from Washington. But if the Chinese space 
programme is any guide, US attempts at technological isolation will just end 
up encouraging China to build its own home-grown chips industry. “There are 
strong indications that the controls are expediting China’s indigenous develop-
ment of its own semiconductor supply chain,” wrote a group of researchers in 
national security and technology at Georgetown University. “As a result, US 
actions may impede Chinese innovation and growth only in the short term, and 
thereafter actually speed up its technological advance.”
The analysis, published in Foreign Affairs last month, is titled, “The limits of the 
China chip ban: Washington’s export controls could end up helping Beijing.” But 
America’s attempt “to run faster”, as Manuel puts it, has been hitting bumps 
lately. After pressuring Taiwan’s TSMC to start chip foundry production in the 
US, the premier chip maker is facing repeated delays, cost overruns and difficul-
ty in hiring skilled US workers. But Intel, the once famous icon of the PC revo-
lution, may be an even better cautionary tale. You would think industrial policy 
means funding and promoting new and innovative firms, rather than a company 
in decline. Not to this US president. If you trust Pat Gelsinger, Intel’s current 
CEO, the firm was on the verge of being sold off when he took over three years 
ago. He may have a rosy view of his tenure but the market’s view, as shown in 
stock prices, is anything but. 
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The High-Stakes Political Maneuvering

From Democratic hero to autocratic ruler

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer I N a dramatic development within Pakistani 
politics, the government of Pakistan, with the 
apparent backing of the military, is considering 

an outright ban on the political party led by oust-
ed former Prime Minister Imran Khan. This move 
comes in the wake of the explosive riots that erupt-
ed on May 9, 2023, which have been attributed, 
at least in part, to Khan’s alleged incitement. The 
government’s proposed actions also include charg-
ing Khan and other prominent figures in his party 
with treason, reflecting the gravity of the political 
and legal crisis at hand. Imran Khan, who served 
as Pakistan’s Prime Minister from 2018 until his 
ousting in a no-confidence vote in April 2022, has 
remained a polarizing figure in Pakistani politics. 
His party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), has 
continued to be a significant force, advocating for 
Khan’s return to power and analyzing the current 
administration. The riots on May 9 were particu-
larly violent and destructive, with widespread re-
ports of property damage and clashes with secu-
rity forces. These disturbances have been framed 
by the government as part of a broader destabili-
zation effort spearheaded by Khan and his party.
The decision to pursue a ban on PTI is not merely a 
political maneuver but also carries significant legal 
and constitutional implications. In Pakistan, political 
parties are integral to the democratic process, and 
the banning of a major party such as PTI would have 
far-reaching consequences for the country’s political 
landscape. Such a move would not only eliminate a 
key player from the political arena but could also lead 
to increased polarization and unrest among Khan’s 
supporters. The treason charges being considered 
against Khan and his party leaders are particularly 
serious. Treason in Pakistan’s legal framework is a 
grave accusation, typically associated with actions 
deemed to threaten the sovereignty or integrity 
of the state. If Khan and his associates were for-
mally charged, the legal proceedings would likely 
be highly contentious and closely scrutinized both 
domestically and internationally. The charges 
would need to be substantiated with concrete ev-
idence linking Khan’s actions directly to the riots 
and other alleged destabilizing activities.
The role of the military in this political drama can-
not be overstated. In Pakistan, the military has his-
torically played a powerful role in politics, and its 
involvement in this case suggests a significant level 
of support for the government’s stance. The mili-

tary’s concurrence with the proposed ban and legal 
actions against Khan indicates a coordinated ap-
proach between the civilian and military branches 
of government, aimed at addressing what they per-
ceive as a serious threat to national stability. The 
potential banning of PTI and the treason charges 
against Khan raise important questions about the 
state of democracy and governance in Pakistan. 
Critics argue that such actions could undermine 
democratic institutions and civil liberties, particu-
larly if they are seen as politically motivated rath-
er than based on genuine legal concerns. On the 
other hand, supporters of the government and the 
military might view these measures as necessary 
steps to restore order and prevent further chaos. 
As Pakistan navigates this complex and volatile sit-
uation, the international community will be watch-
ing closely. The outcome of these legal and political 
maneuvers will likely have significant implications 
for Pakistan’s political stability and its relations 
with other countries. The unfolding events under-
score the intricate interplay between politics, law, 
and military influence in one of South Asia’s most 
strategically important nations.
In recent times, the political landscape of many na-
tions has been marked by intense power struggles 
and dramatic shifts. One of the most striking exam-
ples of this phenomenon can be seen in the ongoing 
efforts to remove a prominent political figure and 
his party from the national stage. The government 
and military establishments, determined to maintain 
control and stability, have resolved that Khan and his 
party must be permanently removed from the polit-
ical scene. This decision reflects a broader strategy 
to eliminate any threats to their authority and pre-
vent the possibility of Khan ever wielding legisla-
tive power or forming a government again. Khan, 
a figure who once commanded significant political 
influence and popular support, now finds himself 
at the center of a high-stakes battle for political 
survival. The government’s stance is unequivocal: 
Khan’s removal is not just a matter of political ri-
valry but a strategic imperative. 
The reasons behind this drastic measure are mul-
tifaceted, encompassing concerns about potential 
challenges to the established order, perceived 
threats to national security, and a desire to con-
solidate power. The military’s involvement in this 
decision highlights the intersection of politics and 
defense in contemporary governance. In many 

countries, the military plays a pivotal role in shap-
ing political outcomes, either directly or indirect-
ly. The government’s collaboration with military 
establishments in this case underscores the gravi-
ty of the situation and the perceived need for a de-
cisive response. The military’s influence extends 
beyond traditional defense roles, affecting politi-
cal dynamics and policy-making processes. The 
determination to ensure that Khan and his party 
are permanently excluded from power speaks to a 
broader strategy of political consolidation. By re-
moving Khan from the equation, the government 
aims to eliminate a key challenger and secure its 
position in the legislative and executive branches. 
This move is part of a broader pattern observed in 
various political contexts, where incumbent powers 
take drastic measures to neutralize potential rivals 
and maintain their dominance. The implications of 
this decision extend beyond the immediate politi-
cal landscape. The removal of Khan and his party 
could have far-reaching consequences for democrat-
ic processes, political pluralism, and civil liberties. 
In democratic societies, political competition and 
the presence of diverse voices are essential compo-
nents of a healthy political system. The exclusion of 
a significant political figure raises questions about 
the health of democratic institutions and the extent 
to which political dissent is tolerated. Moreover, 
the removal of Khan and his party could have ripple 
effects on public sentiment and societal cohesion. 
Political decisions that appear to be driven by a de-
sire for absolute control can contribute to a sense of 
disenfranchisement and alienation among segments 
of the population. Public trust in institutions and 
governance can erode when political processes are 
perceived as being manipulated or suppressed.
The government’s and military establishments’ de-
cision to permanently remove Khan and his party 
from the political scene represents a significant mo-
ment in the nation’s political trajectory. It reflects a 
broader strategy of consolidating power, addressing 
perceived threats, and shaping the future political 
landscape. While this move may achieve short-term 
objectives, it also raises important questions about 
the health of democratic institutions, the role of 
military influence in politics, and the broader im-
plications for political pluralism and public trust. 
The unfolding situation will undoubtedly contin-
ue to shape the nation’s political discourse and 
governance in the years to come.

H ASINA Wajid, once celebrated as a beacon of 
hope and a champion of democracy in Bang-
ladesh, has resigned, marking the end of a 

controversial era. Her journey from a pro-democracy 
icon to an autocratic ruler encapsulates the tumultu-
ous political landscape of the country and raises sig-
nificant questions about the nature of power and gov-
ernance. Hasina Wajid’s political journey began with 
promise and inspiration. She emerged as a staunch 
advocate for democracy and human rights in the late 
20th century, following the assassination of her fa-
ther, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founding leader of 
Bangladesh. With a vision to restore democracy and 
fight authoritarian rule, Hasina galvanized public sup-
port and led her party, the Awami League, to victory 
in the 1996 elections. Her leadership was seen as a 
fresh breeze in a country yearning for democratic 
governance and stability. In her early years in power, 
Hasina Wajid implemented significant reforms aimed 
at improving the economy, education, and healthcare. 
Her administration’s efforts to enhance women’s 
rights and social welfare programs earned her acco-
lades both domestically and internationally. Under 
her leadership, Bangladesh made strides in achieving 
higher literacy rates and economic growth, solidifying 
her reputation as a progressive and forward-thinking 
leader. However, as her tenure progressed, cracks be-
gan to appear in Hasina Wajid’s democratic facade. 
Accusations of corruption, nepotism, and election 
rigging started to surface. Critics argued that her 
government was increasingly using state machin-
ery to suppress opposition voices and curb dissent. 
The judiciary, media, and civil society organizations 
began to feel the weight of governmental pressure, 
with many instances of censorship and intimidation 
coming to light. One of the key indicators of her shift 
towards autocracy was the 2014 and 2024 elections, 
which were marred by allegations of widespread vot-
er suppression and manipulation. Sheikh Hasina’s 
party, the Awami League, has secured a fourth con-
secutive term in the 12th parliamentary election, 

which recorded the second lowest voter turnout since 
democracy was restored in 1991, according to the 
Daily Star. The main opposition party boycotted the 
election, leading to a landslide victory for the Awami 
League but raising serious doubts about the legitima-
cy of the electoral process. Subsequent elections only 
reinforced these concerns, with international observ-
ers highlighting numerous irregularities and abuses 
of power. As her government grew more repressive, 
public discontent simmered beneath the surface. Pro-
tests became more frequent, with citizens demand-
ing greater transparency, accountability, and an end 
to authoritarian practices. The dismantling of demo-
cratic institutions and the erosion of civil liberties led 
many to view Hasina Wakid as a ruler more interested 
in maintaining power than upholding the democratic 
principles she once championed. Amid escalating vio-
lence that has claimed around 300 lives in two weeks, 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina resigned 
and fled to India, landing in Agartala. The country is 
experiencing its worst violence in history, with lethal 
force used by police against protesters. Bangladesh 
Army Chief General Waker-uz-Zaman announced 
the formation of an interim government to restore 
peace and investigate the recent killings, urging cit-
izens to trust the army. The turmoil, triggered by 
job quota protests despite economic growth, reflects 
deep-seated social unrest and dissatisfaction with 
Hasina’s autocratic governance, media curbs, and a 
crackdown on political rivals. International human 
rights organizations, including Amnesty Internation-
al, have expressed deep concerns about the rise of 
fascism under Sheikh Hasina’s regime, citing harass-
ment of dissenting journalists, writers, intellectuals, 
and teachers. The misuse of laws such as the Digital 
Security Act (2018) and the Info & Communication 
Technology Act (2006) has led to the arrest of over 
2,200 individuals, severely restricting freedom of ex-
pression. The decline in media freedom is stark, with 
Bangladesh falling from 121st to 162nd in the RSF 
World Press Freedom Index since 2009, reflecting an 

increasingly repressive environment for journalists 
under Hasina’s leadership. Domestic issues in Bang-
ladesh are affecting historical perspectives, particu-
larly regarding the 1971 independence from Pakistan. 
Sheikh Hasina’s resignation raises questions about 
her father’s legacy and India’s role in the war. Various 
analysts argue that India’s involvement was motivat-
ed by strategic interests rather than pure altruism, 
challenging the view of India as Bangladesh’s liber-
ator and suggesting that it exploited the situation to 
weaken Pakistan and boost its own regional power. 
The resignation also revives debates about the Paki-
stan Army’s actions during 1971, with some suggest-
ing that current issues in Bangladesh under Hasina’s 
rule validate Pakistan’s historical positions and ques-
tion the simplicity of the narrative blaming Pakistan. 
Hasina’s close ties with India have led to accusations 
that her government prioritized Indian interests over 
Bangladesh’s sovereignty, contributing to the discon-
tent leading to her resignation. This moment offers 
an opportunity for Bangladesh to reassess its histor-
ical narratives and governance issues, striving for 
a balanced understanding of its past while moving 
towards a democratic and just future.
In a nutshell, the perpetrators of the recent brutal-
ities in Bangladesh must face justice and be held 
accountable. The new government has an oppor-
tunity to achieve this by inviting the UN to form a 
commission of inquiry and fully cooperating with 
the process. The international community should 
also advocate for this to uphold global justice and 
accountability. The success of the new leadership 
will hinge on the trust and confidence it can build 
with the people. The interim and subsequent gov-
ernments will face significant challenges in stabi-
lizing the economy and recovering the state amid 
global economic and political chaos. The only way 
out of this volatile situation is by ensuring public 
participation in decision-making and transitioning 
to a democratically elected, transparent, and ac-
countable government as soon as possible.
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ISLAMABAD: A 13-member Chinese busi-
ness delegation, led by Chairman Paki-
stan-China Business Forum Ejaz Sheikh, 
visited the Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) on Wednesday. 
The delegation was warmly welcomed by 
ICCI President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
former presidents, executive members, 
and prominent business leaders. During 
the visit, the Chinese delegation expressed 
strong interest in availing business op-
portunities in Pakistan, aiming to fortify 
bilateral business-to-business relations 
and exploring new avenues for cooper-
ation. During the meeting, the Chinese 
delegation brought to the attention of ICCI 
President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari the 
challenges they face while operating in Pa-
kistan. Specifically, they highlighted the re-
quirement to stay in five-star hotels, which 
can be cost-prohibitive for many Chinese 
business travelers. Additionally, they ex-
pressed concerns about the mandatory use 
of bulletproof vehicles for transportation, 
citing its impracticality for every Chinese 
businessman visiting Pakistan. The delega-
tion sought ICCI’s support in addressing 
these issues which are proving hurdles in 
carrying out businesses in Pakistan.  ICCI 

President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari warmly 
thanked the Chinese delegation for their 
steadfast dedication to strengthening busi-
ness-to-business ties between Pakistan and 
China. He assured the delegation that the 
ICCI would promptly bring the highlighted 
issues to the attention of the Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan, the Interior Minister, and 
all relevant authorities to ensure swift reso-
lution and facilitate ease of doing business 
in Pakistan Furthermore, President Bakht-
awari warmly invited the Chinese business 
community to consider the ICCI as their 

home, welcoming them to visit and explore 
opportunities at their leisure.”
 “Nasir Qureshi, Council Member of the 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, underscored the vast business 
and investment potential of Pakistan, em-
phasizing the exceptional relations be-
tween Pakistan and China. He expressed 
the enthusiasm of the Pakistani people to 
further strengthen this bilateral relation-
ship, taking it to unprecedented heights. 
Additionally, Qureshi assured the visiting 
Chinese delegation that their concerns, pri-

marily related to security, would promptly 
be brought to the attention of the relevant 
authorities at the highest level, ensuring 
a secure and conducive environment for 
Chinese investors and businessmen in Pa-
kistan. The former President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry  and 
Secretary General United Business Group 
(FPCCI, UBG) emphasized the remarkable 
strength of Pakistan-China ties, reassur-
ing the Chinese delegation that the ICCI 
would take concrete steps to address their 
concerns. He said  that an ICCI delegation 
will meet  the Interior Minister, aiming to 
apprise him of the challenges faced by Chi-
nese businesses and collaborate on finding 
effective solutions to enhance the ease of 
doing business in Pakistan. Tariq Sadiq, for-
mer President  ICCI, praised China’s pivotal 
role in Pakistan’s development, highlighting 
the need for Chinese investors to prioritize 
SMEs development and technology trans-
fer. By doing so, he emphasized, Chinese 
businesses can catalyze meaningful growth, 
strengthen B2B ties, and cultivate a more bal-
anced and prosperous partnership between 
Pakistan and China. Ejaz Sheikh, Chairman 
of the Pakistan-China Business Forum, ex-
pressed his sincere appreciation to President 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari and the ICCI team 
for their exceptional hospitality.

ICCI addresses Chinese business challenges in Pak
ICCI President warmly thanked the Chinese delegation for their steadfast 

dedication to strengthening business-to-business ties between Pakistan-China

Briefs
Imran Khan 

‘ready to 
tender 

conditional...
From PAge 01

United States, whom he has 
also blamed for his 2022 
ouster from the PM Office. 
“Given Pakistan’s geo-
graphical position and the 
military’s significant role in 
the private sector, it would 
be foolish not to foster such 
a relationship,” Khan wrote 
in replies relayed by his 
media and legal team. “We 
are proud of our soldiers 
and armed forces,” he said. 
Khan said his criticisms 
since his ouster had been 
directed at individuals, not 
the military as an institu-
tion. “The miscalculations 
of the military leadership 
shouldn’t be held against 
the institution as a whole.” 
Last week, Khan offered to 
hold “conditional negotia-
tions” with the military — 
if “clean and transparent” 
elections were held and the 
“bogus” cases against his 
supporters were dropped. 
“We are open to any dia-
logue that could help im-
prove the dire situation in 
Pakistan,” he said, adding 
that it was useless to open 
any such talks with the coa-
lition government of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
which he says does not en-
joy public backing because 
he claims it won a stolen 
election in February.

PTI moves 
top court 
against...
From PAge 01

lawmaker Bilal Azhar Ki-
yani last month, the legisla-
tion sailed through the NA 
as well as the Senate amid 
stern resistance from the 
opposition benches. The 
move drew a strong reac-
tion from the PTI, as once it 
comes into effect following 
the president’s assent, it 
would seemingly “reverse” 
the Imran Khan-founded 
party’s resurrection in the 
assemblies as it provisions a 
prohibition on independent 
candidates from changing 
party affiliations at a later 
stage from the one men-
tioned in their affidavits 
initially. Last month, the 
SC had declared PTI eligi-
ble for reserved seats after 
which the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan notified as 
many as 93 lawmakers from 
three provincial legislatures 
as PTI members.

FO seeks 
details of US 

charges...
From PAge 01

government officials, the 
Justice Department said on 
Tuesday.  Asif Merchant, 
46, sought to recruit people 
in the US to carry out the 
plot in retaliation for the US 
killing of Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards’ top commander 
Qasem Soleimani in 2020, 
according to a criminal com-
plaint. Merchant, who pros-
ecutors allege spent time in 
Iran before traveling to the 
US, was charged with mur-
der for hire in federal court 
in New York’s Brooklyn 
borough. A federal judge 
ordered him detained on 
July 16, according to court 
records. “For years, the Jus-
tice Department has been 
working aggressively to 
counter Iran’s brazen and 
unrelenting efforts to retali-
ate against American public 
officials for the killing of 
Iranian General Soleimani,” 
Attorney General Merrick 
Garland said in a statement.

Bangladesh 
interim...
From PAge 01

briefing. “We might do it at 
around 8:00pm (1400GMT). 
Around 400 hundred peo-
ple will likely be present.” 
Yunus will lead Bangladesh 
through a “democratic 
process” when he arrives 
in the country to helm an 
interim government, army 
chief Waker-Uz-Zaman said 
Wednesday. “He is very ea-
ger to do this,” the general 
said in a televised address 
to the nation. “I am certain 
that he will be able to take 
us through a beautiful dem-
ocratic process and that 
we will benefit from this.” 
Yunus, who is set to lead a 
caretaker government after 
mass protests ousted the 
premier, called on com-
patriots Wednesday to be 
“ready to build the coun-
try”, ahead of his hugely 
anticipated return.

Hazara, Legacy march into 
semis of football championship
Legacy FC showcased their dominance with a 3-0 victory over TWK. Eman, 

Kayanat, and Alina each scored a goal, demonstrating exceptional skills
uSAMA ArShAD

ISLAMABAD: The National Wom-
en’s Football Club Championship 
2024 final group stage concluded 
today with two thrilling matches 
at the Jinnah Sports Complex, 
Islamabad. Legacy FC and Hazara 
Quetta WFC emerged victorious, 
securing their places in the tour-
nament’s semi-finals. Legacy FC 
showcased their dominance with 
a 3-0 victory over TWK. Eman, 
Kayanat, and Alina each scored 
a goal, demonstrating their ex-
ceptional skills and teamwork. In 
the last group match of the final 
stage, Hazara FC faced off against 
Highlanders FC in a closely con-
tested battle. Hazara FC emerged 
victorious with a 2-1 win. Farishta 
and Sadiqa were the goal scorers 
for Hazara, while Sosan opened 
the scoring for the Highlanders. 
Karachi United will face Legacy 
FC in the first semi-final of the 
National Women’s Football Club 
Championship 2024 on August 
8 at 5:30 PM at Jinnah Football 
Stadium, Islamabad followed by 
the second semi-final between Ka-
rachi City FC and Hazara Quetta 
WFC at 8:30 PM, The final will be 
played on Saturday 10 July .

Khelif wins women’s semi-
final amid gender dispute
“I just had the performance I was looking to deliver 
today to make the fans happy,” says Khelif after win

PARIS: Imane Khelif, the boxer at 
the centre of a gender dispute, beat 
Thailand’s Janjaem Suwannapheng by 
unanimous decision in a welterweight 
semi-final fight at the Paris Olympics 
on Tuesday to progress to the wom-
en’s final at Roland Garros.
Khelif, a silver medallist at the 2022 
worlds, and Taiwanese boxer Lin Yu-
ting have been in the spotlight at the 
Olympics as part of a storm that has 
dominated headlines and been the 
subject of much discussion on social 
media platforms. “I don’t want any-
thing to be said about the controver-
sy,” Khelif said after her win.
Khelif and Lin were disqualified by 
the International Boxing Association 
from the 2023 World Championships 
in New Delhi, with the body saying 

in a shambolic press conference on 
Monday that a sex chromosome test 
had ruled both of them ineligible.
At those World Championships, Khe-
lif beat Suwannapheng by unanimous 
decision in the semi-finals before 
being disqualified. Suwannapheng 
competed in the final after Khelif’s 
disqualification and won silver.
Khelif and Lin are competing in the 
Olympics after the International 
Olympic Committee stripped the IBA 
of its status as the sport’s governing 
body in 2023 and took control of or-
ganising the boxing in Paris.
The IOC has rejected the results of 
the IBA-ordered tests as arbitrary and 
illegitimate, saying there was no rea-
son to conduct them.
At these Games, the IOC is using 

boxing eligibility rules that were 
applied at the 2016 and 2021 Olym-
pics which do not include gender 
testing. Fan support Algerian fans 
flocked into a repurposed Court 
Philippe Chatrier, devoid of its icon-
ic red clay, looking to support Khelif 
and screamed “Imane, Imane, Im-
ane” ahead of the bout, while also 
booing Suwannapheng on entry. In 
a cautious first round, both boxers 
attempted to keep their distance 
and engaged sparingly, but Khelif 
used her jab to better effect than 
her Thai opponent. Suwannapheng 
connected with a big right hand in 
the second, but the rangy Algerian’s 
excellent technique allowed her to 
keep landing shots and sweep the 
judge’s scorecards. – Agencies

LAHORE : A 17-member 
Pakistan squad for the ICC 
World Test Championship 
fixtures against Bangladesh 
was announced by the Paki-
stan Cricket Board’s men’s 
national selection commit-
tee today. The first Test will 
be held at the Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium from 21-25 
August, while the second 
Test will take place from 
30 August-3 September 
in Karachi.  The Pakistan 
Test side’s training camp 
will start at the Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium on 11 Au-
gust and will be supervised 
by red-ball head coach Ja-
son Gillespie and assistant 
coach Azhar Mahmood. 
The Bangladesh cricket 
team is scheduled to touch 
down in Islamabad in the 
wee hours of 17 August 
and expected to train in the 

same afternoon.
Pakistan squad
Shan Masood (captain), 
Saud Shakeel (vice-captain), 
Aamir Jamal (subject to Fit-
ness), Abdullah Shafique, 
Abrar Ahmed, Babar Azam, 
Kamran Ghulam, Khur-
ram Shahzad, Mir Hamza, 
Mohammad Ali, Moham-
mad Huraira, Mohammad 
Rizwan (wicket-keeper), 
Naseem Shah, Saim Ayub, 
Salman Ali Agha, Sarfaraz 
Ahmed (wicket-keeper) and 
Shaheen Shah Afridi
Shan Masood will lead the 
squad, while left-handed 
middle-order batter Saud 
Shakeel has been named as 
vice-captain.  “Saud takes 
over from Shaheen Shah 
Afridi as part of the selec-
tors’ strategic decision that 
is aimed at managing Pa-
kistan’s lead fast bowler’s 

workload management dur-
ing the period from 21 Au-
gust 2024 to 5 April 2025 in 
which Pakistan is scheduled 
to play nine Tests, 14 T20Is 
and, at least, 17 ODIs,” the 
PCB said in a press release.  
“Of the 17 players picked for 
the first Test series of the 
2024-25 season, 13 players 
were involved in Pakistan’s 
last series against Austral-
ia in December/January 
2023-24. Mohammad Hurai-
ra, Kamran Ghulam and 
Mohammad Ali have been 
rewarded for their consist-
ent performances in the do-
mestic circuit as well as for 
Pakistan Shaheens, while 
Naseem Shah is returning 
to the red-ball side after 13 
months. “Kamran Ghulam 
aggregated 1,025 runs in 
11 first-class matches in the 
2023-24 season and then 

had scored 148 runs in three 
innings against Bangladesh 
‘A’ in Darwin last month, in-
cluding 100 not out in the 
first match. He was part 
of the squad for the home 
series against New Zea-
land in December/January 
2022-23 but didn’t feature 
in the drawn two-match se-
ries. “Fast bowler Moham-
mad Ali has been recalled 
after last featuring in the 
opening two Tests against 
England in 2022. He took 
24 wickets in six first-class 
matches in the 2022-23 sea-
son, followed by 47 wickets 
in 14 first-class matches 
in the 2023-24 season. In 
the two four-day matches 
against Bangladesh ‘A’ in 
Darwin, Ali took nine wick-
ets, including six for 63 in 
the second innings of the 
second match. – DNA

SL win ODI series 
over India for first 
time since 1997

COLOMBO : Sri Lanka have won the ODI series over India 
for the first time since 1997 as they defeated Rohit Sharma 
and Co. by 110 runs in the third ODI on Wednesday in Co-
lombo. The hosts won the three-match ODI series 2-0, hav-
ing tied the first game and defeating India by 32 runs in the 
second ODI. Chasing a target of 249, India’s batting line-up 
collapsed as they were bowled out for 138 in 26.1 overs. In-
dia’s captain, Rohit Sharma, was the highest run-scorer for 
the visitors, contributing 35 off 20 balls to the total. Veteran 
batter Virat Kohli also failed to stay at the crease and was dis-
missed after scoring 20 runs off 18 balls. Sharma’s dismissal 
followed by Kohli’s wicket triggered a collapse in the middle 
order as Rishabh Pant (6), Shreyas Iyer (8), and Axar Patel 
(2) succumbed to Sri Lanka’s spin attack. Washington Sun-
dar made 30 off 25 balls before his dismissal, leaving India 
at 138 for nine in 26 overs. Kuldeep Yadav was dismissed on 
the very next ball, the first of the 27th over, as Sri Lanka se-
cured a historic ODI series win against India. For Sri Lanka, 
Dunith Wellalage claimed a five-for, while Jeffrey Vandersay 
took two wickets. Batting first, the hosts posted a total of 248 
for seven in their 50 overs after their opening pair provided 
a strong start. Pathum Nissanka and Avishka Fernando gave 
Sri Lanka a start of 89 in 19.4 overs before the former was 
dismissed after scoring 45 off 65 balls. His batting partner 
Fernando fell just four runs short of a well-deserved century, 
departing after scoring 95 off 102 deliveries.  – Agencies

Athletics-Dominant 
Thomas lands first 
200m global title

PARIS: American Gabby Thomas finally claimed the global title 
she has promised for so long when she delivered a dominant 
performance to take Olympic 200 metres gold on Tuesday, de-
nying silver medallist Julien Alfred a sprint double. Thomas, 27, 
took bronze in Tokyo and silver in last year’s world champion-
ships, but gold had eluded one of the sport’s most recognisable 
athletes and she had been vocal about her quest for an Olympic 
title. Advertisement • Scroll to continue In control of the final 
throughout the race, Thomas came home in 21.83 seconds and 
broke into a wide smile of disbelief, hands on her head, as she 
crossed the finish line. “Honestly, I kind of blanked out for all 
of it, I can’t even remember what I was doing, I just wanted to 
win,” said Thomas. “The only moment I remember was cross-
ing the finish line and being in disbelief, that was it.” Alfred, 
who claimed Saint Lucia’s first Olympic medal when she won 
the 100m on Saturday, was fastest out of the blocks but was a 
clear second in 22.08, with Brittany Brown taking bronze for 
the U.S. in 20.20. Scroll to continue “I’m tired. Long five days,” 
Alfred told reporters. “I did feel ready for the 200m tonight. I 
feel good, no complaints at all. This means a lot. First Olym-
pics, to go back with gold and silver, I can’t ask for more than 
that.” Thomas arrived in Paris with the world’s fastest time this 
season of 21.78 and made an emphatic statement in Monday’s 
semi-finals when she pulled away from the field with ease over 
final 50m to cross line smiling in 21.86 seconds. – Agencies

PCB announces Pakistan 
squad for Bangladesh Tests

We won’t be 
convinced 

with mere...
From PAge 01

“The government if wants 
to end the sit-in, it should 
resolve the issue,” he said. 
“We will begin our march at 
Murree Road tomorrow,” JI 
leader said while elaborating 
the next steps of the party’s 
protest. “We will stage sit-
in in Lahore on August 
11, in Peshawar on 12 and 
Multan on 16 August”, he 
said. “If they won’t accept, 
we will give a peaceful ap-
peal to people, requesting 
them not to pay the elec-
tricity bills,” he warned.

UK braces 
for more 

anti-Muslim 
protests
From PAge 01

according to posts on mes-
saging app Telegram leaked 
to the British media. The 
government has said 6,000 
specialist police are on 
standby to deal with the dis-
order, which has seen more 
than 425 people arrested 
and at least 120 charged, ac-
cording to the latest police 
figures. The violence broke 
out after girls aged nine, 
seven and six were killed 
and five more children crit-
ically injured during a knife 
attack at a Taylor Swift 
dance class in Southport, 
northwest England. False 
rumours initially spread on 
social media saying the at-
tacker was a Muslim asylum 
seeker. The suspect was lat-
er identified as 17-year-old 
Axel Rudakubana, born in 
Wales. UK media reported 
that his parents are from 
Rwanda. Despite the police 
statement, initial distur-
bances in Southport cen-
tred around a mosque, and 
widespread violence has 
rocked England and North-
ern Ireland since.

Dar, OIC 
SG call for 
ceasefire...

From PAge 01
supporting the legitimate 
right of self-determination 
of the Kashmiris as reflect-
ed in various OIC resolu-
tions and statements. Is-
lamophobia, discrimination, 
and violence against Mus-
lims were also discussed in 
the meeting.   The Deputy 
Prime Minister also laud-
ed the appointment of OIC 
Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy on Islamophobia and 
expressed the hope that the 
Special Envoy would steer 
the campaign to address 
this important issue.

Arshad 
Nadeem 

asks nation 
to pray...
From PAge 01

Olympics; this is the result 
of your prayers,” he said.  
“I’m ecstatic that with 
the help of your prayers, I 
qualified for the final in my 
first throw only,” Nadeem 
said, now Pakistan’s sole 
medal-winning chance as 
the last athlete to compete 
in Paris. “Please continue 
praying for me.”

Reserved 
seats granted 

to party...
From PAge 01

according to the constitu-
tion and a political party 
provided a list of candi-
dates for reserved seats in 
the Parliament. He argued 
that Sunni Ittehad Council 
chairman didn’t contest 
the party election nor have 
representation in Parlia-
ment, then how could the 
party have reserved seats. 
A party didn’t request re-
lief but provided relief by 
granting reserved seats, 
Tarar added. Information 
minister insisted that the 
SC couldn’t interfer in 
the constitution.  He as-
serted that two judges of 
SC raised key questions, 
and the apex court hadn’t 
issued the detailed verdict 
for 15 days. Tarar also lam-
basted the PTI, a specific 
party that was doing politi-
cal point scoring on the sit-
uation of 1971 and current 
situation of Bangladesh. 
Federal minister berated 
Imran Khan and his party 
for declaring Sheikh Mu-
jeebur Rehman a hero, 
saying, Imran Khan com-
pared himself with Mu-
jeebur Rehman and his 
party leaders asserted 
that their leader was like 
Mujeebur Rehman. 
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Pakistan Navy is maintaining permanent presence in the Indian Ocean to keep the national and interna-
tional Sea Lines Of Communications (SLOC) under surveillance

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan Navy 
Ship YARMOOK visited port Mina 
Salman of Bahrain and conducted 
bilateral exercises with friendly 
navies during deployment on Re-
gional Maritime Security Patrol 
(RMSP).   Upon arrival at port, 
the ship was received by senior 
officials of Bahrain Navy and of-
ficials of Pakistan Embassy. Lat-
er, Commanding Officer of PNS 
YARMOOK called on Commander 
Royal Bahrain Naval Force, Rear 
Admiral Ahmed Mohammad Ibra-
him Al Bin Ali, Commander Royal 
Bahrain Coast Guards, Brig Saqib 
Qamar and other senior officials 
of Bahrain Navy. The Command-
ing Officer also visited HQ Com-
bined Maritime Forces (CMF) 
and called on Dy Commander 

CMF, Commodore Mark Ander-
son. During the interactions, 
professional matters of mutual 
interests were discussed and en-
hancement of bilateral ties in all 
spheres was re-affirmed. 
During stay at port Mina Salman, 
Ambassador of Pakistan to Bahrain, 
Commander Maritime Coalition 
Forces, officials of Bahrain Navy, 
prominent businessmen, notables 
from Pakistani community, a large 
number of diplomats and Defence 
Attaché of friendly countries visited 
PNS YARMOOK. Various  activi-
ties; including exchange visits on-
board ships and orientation visits of 
military installations were also un-
dertaken.  Upon culmination of port 
visit, PNS YARMOOK conducted bi-
lateral exercises with Royal Bahrain 
Navy Ship AL-MANAMA, US Ship 

DANIEL INOUYE and Japanese 
Maritime Self Defence (JMSDF) 
Ship, JS SAMIDARE. The exercis-
es were aimed to develop synergy 
and mutual understanding among 
partner Navies while rehearsing in-
teroperability to undertake joint 
operations in the region. Pakistan 
Navy is maintaining permanent 
presence in the Indian Ocean to 
keep the national and internation-
al Sea Lines Of Communications 
(SLOC) under surveillance. Paki-
stan Navy (PN) believes in collab-
orative efforts for maintenance of 
rule-based order at sea. PN active-
ly collaborates with regional and 
international partners deployed 
in Indian Ocean to counter piracy 
and to undertake anti-narcotics 
operations for protecting global 
common interests.—APP

PNS Yarmook visits Bahrain, conducts naval exercises

Briefs
Niger 

breaks off  
diplomatic 

ties with 
Ukraine

NIAMEY: Niger said Tues-
day it was cutting diplomat-
ic ties with Ukraine “with 
immediate effect”, accusing 
Kyiv of supporting “terror-
ist groups”, two days after 
Mali took a similar step.
The decisions to break re-
lations with Ukraine come 
in the wake of heavy losses 
suffered by the Malian army 
in late July at the hands of 
militants and separatist 
forces, which they blamed 
in part on Ukraine.   Niger 
said it would ask the UN 
Security Council to debate 
Ukraine’s “aggression”, 
government spokesman 
Amadou Abdramane said 
in a televised statement. 
Niger and Mali are both run 
by military governments 
that took power in recent 
coups, went on to rip up 
defence agreements with 
France and turn to Russia 
for military help. Several 
soldiers from Russia’s Wag-
ner paramilitary group were 
reportedly killed alongside 
Malian soldiers during Ju-
ly’s debacle in the north of 
the country.  “The govern-
ment of the Republic of Ni-
ger, in total solidarity with 
the government and people 
of Mali, decides in complete 
sovereignty to sever dip-
lomatic relations between 
the Republic of Niger and 
Ukraine with immediate ef-
fect,” Abdramane said. Ma-
li’s government spokesman 
Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga 
said Sunday that Mali broke 
off relations following re-
marks by Andriy Yusov, 
spokesman for Ukraine’s 
military intelligence agency 
the GUR. Yusov was quoted 
by state media as saying: 
“The rebels received all the 
necessary information they 
needed,” without elaborat-
ing. —APP

At least 2 
people killed
 in German 

hotel collapse
BERLIN: Two people have 
been killed in Kröv, Ger-
many, after a hotel building 
partially collapsed late on 
Tuesday night, while sev-
eral others remain trapped 
under the rubble. Rescue 
operations are ongoing with 
more than 200 emergency 
services personnel at the 
scene. Located near the 
banks of the River Moselle, 
the hotel’s roof collapsed 
at around 23:00 local time 
(21:00 GMT) on Tuesday, 
shattering windows as the 
top floor of the building 
collapsed onto the lower 
floor. Fourteen people were 
inside the hotel at the time 
of the incident, according to 
local police. A young Dutch 
family visiting the region 
was among those rescued 
on Wednesday morning.
Five people were able to 
flee the building unharmed 
late on Tuesday night, but 
nine others were trapped 
under rubble. In a news con-
ference on Wednesday fire 
inspector Jörg Teusch identi-
fied the two people killed as 
a man and a woman, who he 
said died during the night as 
a direct result of the building 
collapse.—APP

SA moves to 
implement 

national 
health bill 

JOHANNESBURG:  South 
Africa is moving ahead 
with implementation of the 
National Health Insurance 
(NHI) bill, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said, despite 
strong opposition from 
within and outside govern-
ment. The NHI aims to 
provide universal coverage 
through a major overhaul 
of South Africa’s two-tier 
system. Ramaphosa signed 
the bill right before the May 
election in which his Afri-
can National Congress lost 
its parliamentary majority. 
“We have highlighted the 
social and economic value 
of affordable, accessible, 
quality health care that 
is available equally to all 
South Africans,” Ramapho-
sa said in a speech on Tues-
day evening, at the closing 
of an ANC policy meeting. 
“We will therefore proceed 
with the implementation of 
the National Health Insur-
ance.” Speaking earlier on 
Tuesday, Health Minister 
Aaron Motsoaledi said that 
the section of the bill which 
outlines transitional mecha-
nisms would be implement-
ed “immediately”.—APP

Heavy rains 
kill 17

 in war-torn 
Sudan

KHARTOUM : Heavy rains 
have triggered building col-
lapses that have killed 17 
people in northern Sudan, 
as the country reels from 
almost 16 months of fight-
ing between rival security 
forces, a medic told AFP 
Tuesday. “The number of 
victims has risen to 17,” 
said an employee at a hos-
pital in Abu Hamad, a small 
town in Sudan’s River Nile 
state, some 400 kilometres 
(nearly 250 miles) north of 
Khartoum. “The power is 
out in the city and people 
are spending the night out 
in the open, dreading more 
rainfall,” they said, request-
ing anonymity because 
they were not authorised to 
speak to the media. Some 
11,500 homes have already 
collapsed, the state’s infra-
structure minister Samir 
Saad told reporters Tues-
day, and at least 170 people 
have been injured. Each 
year in August, peak flow on 
the Nile is accompanied by 
torrential rains, destroying 
homes, wrecking infrastruc-
ture and claiming lives, 
both directly and indirectly 
through water-borne diseas-
es. The impact is expected 
to be worse this year after 
more than 12 months of 
fighting that has pushed 
millions of displaced people 
into flood zones. “Heavy 
rains caused most of the 
houses to collapse and all 
the shops in the market 
collapsed,” a witness in Abu 
Hamad told AFP by tele-
phone. Last week, a flash 
flood caused the deaths of 
five people in Port Sudan, 
on the Red Sea coast. Since 
July 7, torrential rains and 
flooding have killed more 
than 30 people across the 
country, Sudan’s federal 
emergency operations cen-
tre said Tuesday.—APP

Africa mpox 
resurgence 
fuels alarm

ABIDJAN: Two years after 
a global outbreak, fears 
are rife that a new strain of 
mpox -- previously known as 
monkeypox -- identified in 
DR Congo and now also in 
several neighbouring coun-
tries could further spread.
Deadlier and more trans-
missible than previous 
forms, the mpox strain 
surging in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
since September, known 
as the Clade Ib subclade, 
is spread person-to-per-
son. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) said on 
Sunday it was considering 
convening an expert com-
mittee to advise on whether 
to declare an international 
emergency, as it did during 
the global mpox outbreak in 
2022. The Clade Ib strain 
causes skin rashes across 
the whole body, unlike oth-
er strains where lesions 
and rashes are usually 
limited to the mouth, face 
and genitals. The African 
Union health agency, Afri-
ca CDC, registered 14,479 
confirmed and suspected 
cases of the strain and 455 
deaths in DRC as of August 
3, representing a mortality 
rate of around three per-
cent. But researchers in the 
vast Central African nation 
say the mortality rate from 
the strain can be as much as 
10 percent among children. 
The Congolese government 
acknowledged last month 
an “exponential increase” 
in cases.—DNA

UN asks 
council to 
address 

famine crisis 
in Sudan

GENEVA : High-ranking 
officials from the United 
Nations have made a for-
mal appeal to the Security 
Council to seek assistance 
in facilitating humanitarian 
aid access in Sudan, em-
phasizing the need for aid 
to reach the affected areas 
in order to combat the fam-
ine that has emerged in at 
least one location in North 
Darfur. Senior UN aid offi-
cial Edem Wosornu told the 
Security Council on Tues-
day that the occurrence of 
a famine signifies that “we 
did not do enough. It means 
that we, the international 
community, have failed.” It 
also indicates in sufficient 
efforts, and a failure on the 
part of the international 
community to address the 
issue. She also said that a 
UN Sudan aid appeal for 
$2.7 billion was only 32% 
funded. Stephen Omollo, a 
senior official from the UN 
World Food Programme, 
stated that in the absence 
of a ceasefire.—APP

Naqvi secures relief for 
Pakistani pilgrims to Iraq

The quota for Pakistani pilgrims will be also increased and more visas be issued 
 to Pakistani pilgrims this year than the last year

DNA

ISLAMABAD : Due to the person-
al efforts of Federal Minister for 
Interior Mohsin Naqvi, Pakistani 
pilgrims traveling to Iraq will be 
provided significant facilities. In 
a meeting with Iraqi Ambassador 
Hamid Abbas Lafta at the Min-
istry of Interior, it was decided 
that the passports of Pakistani 
pilgrims traveling to Iraq by air 
will not be withheld. It was also 
decided in the meeting that in-
stead of travel agents, the Iraqi 
Embassy will directly issue visas 
to pilgrims during the Arbaeen. 
Moreover, the quota for Pakistani 
pilgrims will be also increased and 
more visas be issued to Pakistani 
pilgrims this year than the last 
year. It was also agreed to oper-
ate special flights for pilgrims on 
the occasion of Arbaeen. Further-
more, it was also decided that in 
order to to facilitate Pakistani 
pilgrims, all matters related to 
reopening the Iraqi consulate in 
Karachi would be resolved today. 
Interior Minister assured that 
the Ministry of Interior would 
provide all possible cooperation 
in this regard. In order to abolish 
visa fees for Pakistani pilgrims on 
the occasion of Arbaeen, Federal 

Interior Minister will contact his 
Iraqi counterpart on telephone. 
During the meeting the repatria-
tion of Pakistanis imprisoned in 
Iraq was also discussed. Interior 
Minister said that a Police Liaison 

Officer would be appointed in Iraq 
in this regard. He also assured 
that strict action would be taken 
against agents charging extra fees 
from the pilgrims. Both sides also 
agreed to finalize the agreement 

on visa exemption for diplomatic 
and official passport holders on 
priority basis. Federal Interior 
Minister thanked the Iraqi Interi-
or Minister and the Iraqi Ambas-
sador for the facilitation measures 

and said that the decision to not 
take the passports from pilgrims 
traveling by air would provide 
great relief to them. The Iraqi Am-
bassador said that it would be en-
sured that Pakistani pilgrims are 
being provided similar facilities 
which are being provided to the 
pilgrims from other countries. 
On behalf of the Iraqi Minister 
for Interior, the Iraqi Ambassa-
dor presented the invitation to 
Federal Minister for Interior to 
visit Iraq. Immediately, after the 
meeting with the Iraqi Ambas-
sador, Federal Interior Minister 
contacted the Federal Minister 
for Aviation Khawaja Muham-
mad Asif and it was agreed to al-
low Iraqi Airlines to operate spe-
cial flights from today. In this 
regard, Iraqi Airlines will be offi-
cially allowed to operate special 
flights from today. Likewise, PIA 
will also operate special flights 
to Iraq and its final schedule will 
be issued by tomorrow.
During the meeting, provision of 
all possible facilities to Pakistani 
pilgrims as well as matters of 
mutual interest were discussed 
in detail. Federal Secretary Inte-
rior Khurram Ali Agha and Ad-
ditional Secretary Interior Riffat 
Mukhtar Raja were also present 
in the meeting.
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Russian, Jordanian FM
 call for cease-fire in Gaza

Sergey Lavrov and Ayman Safadi emphasize need for  
speedy de-escalation in Middle East

web DeSk

MOSCOW: Russia and Jor-
dan’s foreign ministers 
called for a cease-fire be-
tween Israel and Palestine 
during a phone call Tues-
day. The Russian Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement 
that Sergey Lavrov and 
Ayman Safadi exchanged 
opinions on recent devel-
opments in the Middle East 
and emphasized the need 
for speedy de-escalation in 
the region. “Both Moscow 
and Amman urge all par-
ties involved to exercise re-
straint in order to avoid cat-
astrophic consequences for 
the entire Middle East,” it 
said. The two top diplomats 

agreed to stay in touch and 
continue efforts aimed 
at easing tensions in the 
region, it said. In a sepa-
rate statement, Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharo-
va warned that further 
escalation in the Middle 
East may lead to a major 
war. “The probability of 
such a dramatic scenario 
is high,” she said. Fears 
have grown over a full-
blown war between Israel 
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
group amid a months-long 
exchange of cross-border 
fire. The escalation comes 
against the backdrop of an 
Israeli onslaught against 
Gaza which has killed 
more than 39,600 people 

since last October follow-
ing an attack by the Pal-
estinian resistance group 
Hamas. Meanwhile, Pope 
Francis on Wednesday re-
newed his appeal to avoid 
escalation of conflict in 
the Middle East, Vatican 
News reported. “I reiter-
ate my appeal to all par-
ties involved to ensure 
that the conflict does not 
spread and to immediate-
ly cease fire on all fronts, 
starting from Gaza where 
the humanitarian situation 
is extremely serious and 
unsustainable,” the pontiff 
said while addressing the 
weekly general audience. 
“I pray that the sincere 
search for peace will extin-
guish strife, love will over-

come hatred and revenge 
will be disarmed by forgive-
ness,” he added. Israel has 
killed nearly 40,000 Palestin-
ians in Gaza since the Oct. 7, 
2023 Hamas incursion. The 
relentless military cam-
paign has levelled much of 
the territory and left most 
of the people homeless, 
and hungry.  Tensions have 
grown after the assassina-
tion of Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh in Iran’s capital 
Tehran on July 31. Iran 
and Hamas have blamed 
Israel, which has neither 
confirmed nor denied re-
sponsibility. The pope also 
asked the faithful to join his 
prayers for the “war-torn 
peoples” of Ukraine, Myan-
mar and Sudan.

Police arrest 3 
suspects overacts of 
violence in Belfast

ANKARA : Three suspects were arrested in Belfast fol-
lowing the acts of violence that took over the Northern 
Ireland’s capital city, police said Wednesday. “A car was 
hijacked by a group of masked men” on Tuesday evening, 
according to a statement, and was “deliberately driven at 
the front of a business … causing minimal damage to the 
building …” it added. “Three men, aged 26, 28 and 41 
years, were arrested on suspicion of offences including 
criminal damage and remain in custody at this time,” po-
lice noted. Rioters on Monday night threw petrol bombs, 
bottles, and bricks at police officers in Belfast, according to 
media reports. Violence broke out at night in a series of pro-
tests across the UK since last week and a crowd of over 200 
people gathered outside the Islamic Center in Belfast. Riot 
police and drones were in the field, the Belfast Telegraph 
said, and police also used Attenuating Energy Projectile 
against rioters. Monday night’s violence was mainly caused 
by loyalists who traditionally oppose Irish nationalists aiming 
for the unity of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
The UK has been gripped by far-right riots for days, with 
violent mobs spewing racist and Islamophobic vitriol and 
targeting Muslims, minority groups, and migrants. The riots 
were fueled by online misinformation that a suspect arrested 
after a fatal stabbing in Southport, England, last week was a 
Muslim asylum seeker, a claim which was false. Three young 
girls were killed and five more children critically injured dur-
ing a knife attack as they attended a dance class last Monday. 
Far-right groups are reorganizing for more violence target-
ing asylum and immigration centers in London and across 
the UK on Wednesday.—APP

Danish PM’s 
attacker gets 

jail term
COPENHAGEN :A Danish court on Wednesday handed a 
Polish man a four-month prison sentence and ordered him 
deported for punching the country’s Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen in June. The 39-year-old, who Danish authori-
ties have ruled cannot be named in the media, was imme-
diately apprehended after the alleged assault on June 7 in 
a Copenhagen square. “We have found you guilty of having 
punched the prime minister with a closed fist on the right 
shoulder,” judge Jacob Scherfig told the man at the end of 
the trial Wednesday. The man, who has lived in Denmark 
for five years, will be deported after serving his sentence. 
In addition he will also banned from re-entering the Scan-
dinavian country for six years. During the two-day trial, 
he denied responsibility, saying he remembered coming 
face-to-face with the prime minister, whom he recognised, 
but not putting his hand on her. He said he believed the 
memory loss was the result of alcohol previously consumed 
starting to take effect, and the surprise of suddenly com-
ing face-to-face with the prime minister. Frederiksen, 46, 
underwent a medical examination after the incident and 
was diagnosed with a “contusion on her right shoulder and 
a minor whiplash injury”, her office said at the time. The 
man was convicted of violence against a public servant. He 
was also convicted of several counts of indecent exposure 
and fraud relating to other incidents.—APP

      OTTAWA  Acting High Commissioner Faisal Kakar with Pakistani diaspora  
at a pictorial exhibition-in Canada : —DNA
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Fawad asks ECP 
to salvage its 

reputation
Politician’s remarks 

come during 
appearance before ECP 
bench in contempt case

MehtAb PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: Former federal min-
ister Fawad Chaudhry Wednesday 
urged the Election Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) to salvage its reputation 
by giving 41 seats of the National As-
sembly to his former party Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). “The Election 
Commission should take concrete 
action and bring back its reputation. 
Give 41 seats to PTI,” he said, during 
his appearance at the commission’s 
headquarters in Islamabad today. 
The former PTI politician arrived at 
the ECP for the hearing — conduct-
ed by a four-member bench headed 
by Nisar Durrani — of the contempt 
case filed against him and PTI found-
er Imran Khan. The electoral body, in 
August 2022, had initiated contempt 
proceedings against them for insult-
ing the commission and its chief dur-
ing various public meetings, press 
conferences and several interviews 
in July 2022. According to the notice, 
politicos face the charges of passing 
unparliamentary, intemperate, and 
contemptuous remarks against the 
ECP on various occasions. Chaudhry, 
yet again, issued an apology to the 
electoral watchdog, as both he and 
Khan were charged with contempt 
for insulting the ECP and Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikandar Sultan 
Raja. Following his request for par-
don, the commission directed the 
politician to submit a written apolo-
gy. Chaudhry was represented by his 
brother and lawyer Faisal Chaudhry. 

khAyAM AbbASi

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Finland to 
Pakistan H.E. Mr. Hannu Ripatti called on 
Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb at Finance 
Division. The Finance Minister welcomed 
Ambassador Ripatti and shared updates on 
Pakistan’s economic performance, high-
lighting rise in tax collection, increased re-
mittances, and foreign exchange reserves 
exceeding USD 9 billion. He emphasized 
the positive evaluation from international 
credit rating agencies, which reflect the sta-
bility of Pakistan’s economic environment. 
The Minister also discussed the successful 
conclusion of the 9-month SBA with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
recently finalized staff-level agreement for 
a 37-month IMF program. Additionally, the 
Minister outlined ongoing initiatives, includ-
ing end-to-end digitization in the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) to broaden the tax 
base, reforms in the energy sector, restruc-
turing of state-owned enterprises (SOEs), 
and focus on export-led growth. These initi-
atives are aimed at enhancing economic sta-
bility and promote long-term growth.
The Finnish Ambassador expressed his appre-
ciation for Pakistan’s economic reforms and 
noted the improved fiscal situation of Finnish 
companies operating in Pakistan. The Minis-
ter thanked the Ambassador for Finland’s con-

tinued support in the renewal of Pakistan’s 
GSP Plus status, which benefits the country’s 
export sector. The meeting underscored the 

strong bilateral relations between Pakistan 
and Finland, and the shared commitment to 
fostering economic stability and growth.

Finish ambassador meets Minister for Finance

Briefs
Pemra chief 

calls on 
President 

Zardari
ADil ShAheeN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulato-
ry Authority (Pemra) Chair-
man Muhammad Saleem 
called President Asif Ali 
Zardari at the Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr According to a press 
release, Saleem presented 
PEMRA Report 2021-23 to 
the present. Speaking on 
the occasion, Asif Ali Zard-
ari stressed the need to dis-
courage the spread of fake 
news and disinformation 
by promoting a culture of 
fact-checking and verifying 
information. He said the 
media should uphold the 
highest standards of jour-
nalism and promote toler-
ance, unity and ethical val-
ues in society. He said that 
modern communication 
technologies had opened 
up new challenges and the 
media was required to play 
a responsible and construc-
tive role in shaping public 
opinion. A code of conduct 
regarding the spread of 
misinformation and propa-
ganda should be observed, 
he further stressed. Presi-
dent Zardari also laid stress 
on building the capacity of 
Pemra by adopting modern 
tools and technologies 
and building a pool of tal-
ented human resources. 
He opined that the media 
should also raise aware-
ness about socio-economic 
issues, besides promoting 
a soft image of the coun-
try. The Pemra chairman 
of briefed the president 
about the role and perfor-
mance of the authority in 
the regulation and devel-
opment of the media. 

Defence 
ministry 

denies mily
interference 
in Adiala Jail
court rePorter

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has informed 
the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) that the Ministry of 
Defence has strongly denied 
allegations of military inter-
ference in allowing visitors 
to meet the PTI founder, 
Imran Khan, at Adiala Jail. 
IHC Chief Justice Aamer 
Farooq has directed that the 
Defence Ministry’s letter 
be made part of the court 
record. Chief Justice Farooq 
presided over the hearing 
regarding the PTI founder’s 
request for unobstructed 
meetings with his lawyers. 
The petition sought to pre-
vent alleged interference 
by military officers, specif-
ically majors and colonels, 
in the visitation process at 
Adiala Jail. “This case con-
cerns military interference 
at Adiala Jail,” stated advo-
cate Shoaib Shaheen. Chief 
Justice Farooq inquired 
if the Defence Ministry’s 
report had been received. 
The Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral responded that the 
ministry has termed the 
PTI founder’s allegation 
as baseless. Advocate Sha-
heen noted that a copy of 
the Defence Ministry’s let-
ter had not been included 
in the court record.

Shariat court 
releases 
murder 
convict 

 

FAiSAl Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Shariat 
Appellate bench on Wednes-
day released a murder con-
vict after 27 years. The order 
was issued based on consent 
between the two parties. 
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa-
led bench of the Supreme 
Court also apologised for 
the delay in the delivery of 
justice. Muhammad Akram, 
a resident of Khanewal, was 
arrested in the murder case 
on 13 April 1997. The peti-
tioner’s lawyer during the 
hearing of the appeal said 
that an agreement has been 
reached between the crimi-
nal and the relatives of the 
deceased. Moreover, he said 
that the criminal also faced 
sentence.  According to the 
order, an agreement was 
reached between the crim-
inal and the heirs in 2018, 
but the court was not provid-
ed adequate assistance. The 
chief justice said the crim-
inal has to spend so many 
years in jail. He referred to 
decisions in favour of acquit-
tal based on consent while in 
some decisions punishment 
was awarded on the basis of 
consent. The chief justice 
further said that the court 
would decide the rules on 
this issue in another case. 

Punjab govt 
requests 
military, 

rangers help
bureAu rePort

LAHORE: To ensure the 
peaceful observance of 
Chehlum of Imam Hussain 
(PBUH), the Punjab Home 
Department has requested 
the services of the army 
and Rangers.  According 
to the Punjab Home De-
partment, law-enforcement 
agencies will be deployed 
to ensure a peaceful Che-
hlum. The services of the 
army and Rangers have 
been requested from 17th 
to 27th of Safar-ul-Muzaffar, 
based on the needs of dis-
tricts. The Punjab govern-
ment has decided to deploy 
army and Rangers units in 
Rawalpindi, Sialkot, Gu-
jrat, Attock, Jhelum, Chak-
wal, Sargodha, Khushab, 
and Bhakkar, as well as 
in Multan, Jhang, Dera 
Ghazi Khan, Muzaffar-
garh, Layyah, and Baha-
walpur.  The army and 
Rangers have been called 
upon to assist the Pun-
jab police with security 
for the Chehlum of Imam 
Hussain on the request of 
the Punjab police. 

CPSC roundtable emphasizes 
Pak-ASEAN strategic interests

H.E. Col. (Retd) Pengiran Haji Kamal Bashah Bin Pengiran Haji Ahmad, Chairman 
ACI and High Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam to Pakistan , highlighted the 

bloc’s commitment to stability, mutual cooperation, diversity, and inclusivity
StAFF rePort

ISLAMABAD: The China-Pakistan Study 
Centre (CPSC) at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) hosted a roundta-
ble titled “Pakistan and ASEAN: A Growing 
Partnership,” as part of commemoration of 
ASEAN Day (8 August). The distinguished 
speakers included Heads of Missions of 
ASEAN member states in Islamabad and 
Pakistan’s Heads of Missions in ASEAN cap-
itals. Ambassador Imran Ahmed Siddiqui, 
Additional Secretary (Asia Pacific), MoFA, 
was the Chief Guest. Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, Director General ISSI, made re-
marks at the event, whereas Dr. Talat Shab-
bir, Director CPSC, moderated the session. 
Prominent civil servants, diplomats, acade-
micians, civil society members, and media 
personnel attended the event. Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood emphasized the growing 
partnership between Pakistan and ASEAN, 
highlighting the collaborative efforts with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and 
the ASEAN Committee in Islamabad (ACI). 
He acknowledged the leadership of ACI, 
which is presently chaired by H.E. Col. (Retd) 
Pengiran Haji Kamal Bashah Bin Pengiran 
Haji Ahmad and the valuable contributions 
of ASEAN Heads of Missions. Ambassador 
Mahmood underscored ASEAN’s global 
salience, noting its economic prowess with 
a GDP of $3.67 trillion and its strategic rel-
evance in maintaining regional stability and 
economic integration, including through 
initiatives like the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP). Ambassador 
Mahmood elaborated on Pakistan’s historical 
engagement with ASEAN, being the oldest 
Sectoral Dialogue Partner. He highlighted 
the expanding scope of collaboration, includ-
ing trade, counter-terrorism, security, and 

people-to-people exchanges, with bilateral 
trade reaching nearly $11 billion in 2022. Em-
phasizing the need for accelerated progress, 
he pointed to the importance of implement-
ing Practical Cooperation Areas (PCA) and 
exploring linkages with the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). He also stressed 
the importance of moving towards graduat-
ing the Sectoral Dialogue to Full Dialogue 
Partnership. Lastly, Ambassador Mahmood 
reiterated ISSI’s commitment to reinforcing 
efforts for strengthening Pakistan-ASEAN 
relations through ongoing ISSI-ACI dialogue, 
the ‘ASEAN Corner’, and ISSI-ASEAN think-
tank network, fostering deeper ties for mutu-
al prosperity and regional stability. H.E. Col. 

(Retd) Pengiran Haji Kamal Bashah Bin Pen-
giran Haji Ahmad, Chairman ACI and High 
Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam, high-
lighted the bloc’s commitment to stability, 
mutual cooperation, diversity, and inclusivity, 
which have been instrumental in fostering 
a resilient region. Ambassador Mohammad 
Azhar Mazlan, High Commissioner of Ma-
laysia, emphasized the robust bilateral trade 
that has reached $1.5 billion in 2023-24. In 
her remarks, Ambassador Maria Agnes M. 
Cervantes, the Philippine Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, highlighted severe impact of climate 
change on both the Philippines and Pakistan, 
advocating for robust climate action with 
ASEAN’s support. Ambassador Wunna Han, 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar, stressed 
the strong and multifaceted relationship be-
tween Pakistan and ASEAN member states 
that includes collaboration in areas such as 
education, religion, cultural exchanges and 
regional cooperation. Ambassador Pham 
Anh Tuan of the Socialist Republic of Vi-
etnam underlined long-standing relations 
between ASEAN and Pakistan including in 
areas of mutual interest such as politics, 
culture, science, technology and education. 
Charge d’ Affaires of the Republic of Indo-
nesia, Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma, and Ms. 
Kamolawan Sriposil, Charge d’ Affaires of 
the Kingdom of Thailand, also spoke about 
growing Pakistan and ASEAN relations.
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Accountability 
institution needs 
accountability: 
Shahid Khaqan

Suggested PTI to follow the constitution

NAzir SiyAl

KARACHI: Awaam Pakistan Party Convener and former PM Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi lambasted National Accountability Bureau (NAB), claiming that Pa-
kistan was such a state where the accountability institution itself needed 
accountability as it was corrupt. Talking to media outside Karachi’s account-
ability court, he shared his ordeal in the justice system, his case was proceed-
ing for four years and he was appearing on the 30th case hearing with no de-
velopment in the case. He raised the question of accountability, saying who 
would give a response to him on who made cases against him and why made 
it, however, everyone was accusing others for cases against me. He stated 
that cases were being made on political grounds by NAB and alleged that 
NAB officers were making billions. Khaqan reiterated that NAB would be 
politicised against anyone and this institution would halt the running of state 
affairs. Talking about the issues of independent power producers (IPPs), he 
stated that investment and fuel in power plants was made in dollars and gov-
ernment policies on IPPs were inconsistent. He also shared the grievances of 
the public faced by overinflated electricity bills due to agreements with IPPs.
He demanded transparency and accountability from the government on IPPs 
to expose agreements, who were the owners of power plants, and which rates 
were decided. However, he asserted that commission formation on the is-
sues of IPPs wouldn’t be sufficient as there was no transparency instead it 
would exacerbate inflation. He also gave the reference to K-Electric which 
was privatised and ran its affairs independently, however K-Electric created 
problems itself. Citing the situation of Bangladesh, the ex-PM also warned 
about the public outrage and advised to learn a lesson from it, saying, the 
constitution was violated and public opinion was disregarded in Bangladesh, 
and the political situation in Pakistan was moving towards that direction. Sha-
hid Khaqan also suggested PTI to follow the constitution, it would be better 
for them and the country. He also highlighted the judicial system, stating, 
people would take over streets if they wouldn’t get justice from courts. Earli-
er, ex-PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, PSO former MD Sheikh Imranul Haq and 
others appeared before the court pertaining to illegal recruitment of PSO 
MD reference against Shahid Khaqan. However, the court has adjourned 
the case hearing without any proceeding until August 9.

Putin accuses 
Ukraine of 

‘provocation’ 
MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin has accused Ukraine of 
launching “another major provocation”, after defence officials 
said Ukrainian troops crossed into Russia’s Kursk region on 
Tuesday. Moscow said troops, supported by 11 tanks and 
more than 20 armoured combat vehicles, crossed the border 
near the town of Sudzha, 10km (six miles) from the frontline. 
In televised remarks broadcast on Wednesday afternoon, Rus-
sia’s Chief of General Staff Valery Gerasimov told President 
Putin that the “advance” into Kursk region had been stopped 
with Russian forces “continuing to destroy the adversary in 
areas directly adjacent to the Russian-Ukrainian border”. 
Mr Gerasimov also said that up to 1,000 Ukrainian troops 
had entered the region with the aim of taking over the area 
around the town of Sudzha, and that Russian forces had al-
ready killed 100 men and injured another 215. Ukraine has 
yet to comment on the Russian allegations. Thousands of 
local residents have left their homes in the region, officials 
said. Speaking ahead of a meeting of the Security Council in 
Moscow, Mr Putin accused Ukrainian forces of “firing indis-
criminately” at civilian buildings and residences. – Agencies


