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Tarar accuses PTI of 
anti-national agenda 
linked to Indian ties

DNA
Islamabad: In-
formation Minis-
ter Ataullah Tarar 
criticised the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, 
alleging that its 
connections with 
Indian elements have exposed its anti-na-
tional agenda.  He accused PTI of aligning 
with foreign adversaries to further its agen-
da against Pakistan, specifically citing in-
teractions between PTI leader Raoof Hasan 
and Indian journalists as evidence. Tarar 
claimed that the collaboration between 
PTI’s founder and Faiz Hameed, along with 
the party’s engagement with anti-Pakistan 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on the matters 
related to power division, ministry of energy. – DNA

Information minister alleges PTI of 
aligning with foreign adversaries to 
further its agenda against Pakistan

‘Jeopardising national integrity’

Briefs

Govt taking steps to 
increase investment 
in petroleum sector

Farrukh Shehzad

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar on Sunday said the government 
was taking steps to increase foreign investment in 
the petroleum sector by resolving the key issues 
of the sector.  The Deputy PM, presiding over the 
first meeting of a committee, formed to consider 
the issues faced by the petroleum sector’s E&P 
companies and to resolve issues of the industri-
al sector, resolved to take every possible step to 
provide all facilities to the foreign companies that 
would help attract further investment in the coun-
try.  The meeting considered the recommendations 
to improve the financial system for off-shore ex-
ploration.  Deputy PM also directed to prepare a 
framework to implement the recent amendments 
made in the Petroleum Policy 2012.  Heads of lo-
cal and foreign E&P companies, on the occasion, 

Continued on Page 06

Crackdown on
power thieves
ordered: PM

Staff Reprot / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday ex-
pressed the government’s resolve to stop electricity theft, re-
duce line losses, and improve the power distribution system 
across the county. He informed that recently the government 
had appointed new board chairmen and members in five power 
distribution companies (DISCOs) through a transparent pro-
cess, hoping that these appointments would further improve 
the performance of DISCOs. Presiding over a meeting held 
here to review the matters of the Power Ministry, the prime 
minister directed the Power Minister and Secretary Power Di-
vision to coordinate with the provinces to halt the electricity 
theft, performance of DISCOs and other matters of the sector. 
“A whole of the government approach should be adopted to 
resist power theft across the country,” the prime minister 
said. He also directed the provincial governments to main-
tain the number of police force and Tehsildars as per the 
DISCOs’ needs. He also ordered the concerned authorities 
to deal with the corrupt elements in the power distribution 
companies with iron hand and take strict action against them. 
He directed DISCOs to make the kutchehri system more 
effective and result-oriented concerning public complaints. 
PM Shehbaz said the steering committee meeting that was 
formed in connection with shifting agriculture tubewells to 
solar energy in Balochistan should be called immediately. 
At the meeting, the Steering Committee was informed of 

Continued on Page 06

He also directed the provincial governments 
to maintain the number of police force and 

Tehsildars as per the DISCOs' needs

Nawaz, CM 
Maryam meet 

British HC
CM informed about 
the steps taken by 

Punjab govt to tackle 
climate issue

Khayam Abbasi 
Murree: Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
and PML-N President 
Nawaz Sharif on Sunday 
met British High Com-
missioner Jean Meriat. 
The meeting took place in 
Murree in which matter 
of education, health and 
climate changes came un-
der discussion. The chief 
minister informed about 
the steps taken by the Pun-
jab government to tackle 
the climate change issue. 
Also, the high commission-
er was informed about the 
PI system to monitor the 
provincial administration 
that would improve the 
standard of governance. 

Continued on Page 06

8 killed as 
heavy rains 
batter parts 
of country

Sukkur plunged into 
darkness after city 
received 180mm 
rains last night

Nazir Siyal 
Karachi: At least eight 
people were killed and doz-
ens others suffered injuries 
in separate rain-related inci-
dents across the country, it 
emerged on Saturday night. 
According to details, heavy 
monsoon rains wreaked 
havoc in Rajanpur, Dera 
Ghazi Khan, Toba Achakzai, 
Qilla Abdullah, Ziarat, 
Pishin, Chaman, Jacoba-
bad, Sukkur, Khairpur and 
other areas of the country.

Continued on Page 06

Shamim Shahid

Amidst continuous role on the part of international 
community, especially UN gun-toting Taliban militants 
have celebrated what they called “victorious return” into 
power corridors of war Afghanistan couple of days back. 
Giving a deaf ear response to international communi-
ty’s appeals of “honouring and respecting HR,” Taliban 
rulers on that particular occasion also demonstrated its 
inhuman and immoral acts of punishing and victmising 
innocent civilians especially those who remained part of 
previous regimes or believe in other religious faith.
Instead of listening to cries of war affected Afghans who 
are passing through miserable conditions throughout the 
world and HR defenders, one of Taliban office holder has 
defended, “denial of education rights to women” by say-
ing, “similar is the situation in Israel where civilians are 
subjected to worst kind of violence.” On that particular 
day, instead of answering to stock of queries regarding 
women and children rights, the Taliban leader Zabih Ul-

lah Mujahid through X page massage “has stressed on 
the implementation of justice in Afghanistan and warned 
if justice not implemented the regime will be collapsed.” 
Such remarks on the part of Zabih Ullah Mujahid also 
confirm that Afghan Taliban duly fear threats to their re-
gime, imposed on Afghans through guns and bullets.
No one can deny the fact, that since long the UN and oth-
er international organs are helpless before US lead allies 
who giving preference to its own purposes and interests 
in war like situations especially prolonged Afghan Conflict, 
Ukraine and others. Instead building up pressure against 
Taliban regime as it did against former USSR backed re-
gimes from December 1979 till April 1992, the US has 
admitted releasing a huge amount of 239 million US dol-
lars to Kabul authorities. Amidst this confession, senior 
most Pakistani politician Afrasiab Khattak is known for 
his words, “in according to Doha Qatar agreement, US 
making payment to Kabul on weekly basis.”  According 
to UN statement, “the Taliban’s deliberate subjugation of 

Continued on Page 06

HR abuses in Afghanistan; double
standards of the int’l community
Their ignorance or reluctance towards an inclusive government 

would definitely enable no other than IS-K militants who are already 
engaged in waging of proxies. It is the time for Taliban leaders to 
get rid of abroad patronage and let the representative leadership 

to decide destiny of war affected and war scattered people

Vows to reduce line losses

Imran ‘decides’ to hold 
power show in Islamabad
“We guarantee that there will be no law and order 

issue,” says KP CM’s Adviser Barrister Saif

“Don’t create more bitterness”

Bureau Report 
Peshawar: Adviser to Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa chief minister on Information Barrister 
Muhammad Ali Saif on Sunday revealed that 
incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan has “decided” to hold a 
public rally in Islamabad on August 22. “We 
guarantee that there will be no law and order 
issue,” Saif said during a press conference in 
Islamabad, adding that the party will try to 
avoid any violation of law on their part.
The PTI leader’s remarks come against 
the backdrop of its months-long struggle to 
hold a public gathering in the federal capital 
wherein authorities have time again denied it 
the permission to hold a rally citing security 
concerns. In June, Islamabad High Court’s 
Justice Babar Sattar, while hearing a petition 
filed by the Imran Khan-founded party seek-
ing permission to hold a rally, had directed 
the party and the city’s administration to 
amicably sort out the issue after which the 
deputy commissioner allowed the PTI to 

Continued on Page 06

Gilani urges 
stability and 

unity in Pakistan
DNA 

Lahore: Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, 
Chairman Senate stressing the impor-
tance of economic and political stabil-
ity in Pakistan has stated the nation 
must work together to overcome its 
challenges. During a conversation with 
the media on Sunday, Gilani remarked 
that the military is fulfilling its duties, 
and we should refrain from any crit-
icism of the institution. Gilani paid 
tribute to Pakistan’s national hero, Ar-
shad Nadeem, and expressed his deep 
connection to the city of Mian Chan-
nu, which he holds close to his heart. 
“We are among those who contributed 

Continued on Page 06

Internet neither 
blocked nor 

slowed by govt
“Turning VPN on slows 

down the phone”
Mehtab Pirzada 

Islamabad: State Minister for In-
formation Technology Shaza Fatima 
Khawaja Sunday denied the involve-
ment of the government as the rea-
son behind the recent internet slow-
down across the country. Instead, 
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New era of 
oppression is 
about to begin

Raja praised the 
people’s unwavering 

loyalty to PTI

 Adil Shaheen 
ISLAMABAD: PTI leader 
Salman Akram Raja has said 
it seems a new era of op-
pression is about to begin 
in the country. Addressing 
a press conference, the PTI 
leader said the Feb 8 elec-
tions would never be forgot-
ten. Despite the alarming 
state of affairs, Raja praised 
the people’s unwavering 
loyalty to PTI. “This high 
time you stand up and 
eliminate fraud from the 
country,” he said, adding 
that what was happening in 
the country was shameful.

‘US ready for 
first Black 

woman 
president’

If Harris manages to 
beat Trump, she will 
become first woman 
and the second Black 

person to run America

Foreign Desk 
W A S H I N G T O N : U S 
Vice-President Kamala Har-
ris, the Democratic presi-
dential nominee, has claimed 
that America is ready to elect 
its first Black woman presi-
dent. “In my entire career, 
I’ve heard people say when I 
ran... people aren’t ready, it’s 
not your time, nobody like 
you has done that before,” 
the Democrat, who will be 
officially confirmed as pres-
idential nominee in Chicago 
next week, said in 2019 when 
she ran against Joe Biden in 
the primary presidential cam-
paign.  “I haven’t listened 
and I would suggest that 
nobody should listen to that 
kind of conversation.” But 
Harris’s campaign never took 
off and she left the primaries 
race before Biden picked 
her as his running mate.
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ISLAMABAD : Pakistan, one of the 
most affected countries by climate 
change, faces severe challenges 
due to escalating heatwaves and 
widespread deforestation. Although 
numerous tree planting campaigns 
are active across the country, these 
efforts are insufficient to address 
the scale of the crisis. 
 Tree planting is not just a strategy 
but a crucial tool in managing cli-
mate challenges, improving public 
health, and protecting agriculture 
and the environment. As highlighted 
by the Global Climate Risk Index, 
Pakistan’s vulnerability to climate 
threats underscores the urgent need 
for intensified and consistent tree 
plantation initiatives. According to 
the Global Forest Watch, Pakistan 
had 648,000 hectares of tree cover 
in 2010, accounting for 0.74% of its 
land area. However, by 2023, the 
country lost 148 hectares of tree 
cover, releasing 60.2 kilotons of CO2. 
Since 2001, Pakistan has lost 9,940 
hectares of tree cover, representing 
a 1% decrease since 2000, and emit-
ted 2.88 million tons of CO2 equiva-
lent. Deforestation, driven largely by 

human activities, has been a major 
issue, with 4.1% of tree cover loss 
occurring in areas affected by such 
activities. In 2024, Pakistan has re-
ported 1,534 high-confidence VIIRS 
fire alerts, a significant increase com-
pared to previous years. The highest 
number of fire alerts recorded in a 
year was 1,869 in 2018. From July 
5, 2021, to July 1, 2024, there have 
been 59,835 VIIRS fire alerts. For-
est fires, primarily caused by human 
negligence, are the leading driver 
of deforestation in Pakistan. Recent 
fire incidents in June, particularly in 
Margalla Hills National Park—which 
spans 12,605 hectares and is man-
aged by the Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) and Islamabad Wildlife 
Management Board (IWMB)—high-
light the severity of the situation. 
These fires, often exacerbated by 
heatwaves, have become increasingly 
frequent and intense due to climate 
change and human negligence. Ad-
dressing these challenges requires 
concerted efforts. Public awareness 
campaigns and more educational 
seminars are essential to emphasize 
the importance of tree planting and 

the need to avoid practices that could 
trigger fires, such as cooking and 
smoking in forested areas. Naseer 
Memon, a renowned climate change 
and natural disaster expert, stresses 
that sustainable plantation involves 
choosing the right species. Ecolog-
ically harmful and invasive species 
should be avoided, and post-planta-
tion care must not be overlooked in 
the pursuit of high planting targets. 
Dr. Ghulam Raza Bhatti, a botanist at 
the Botanical Garden, Biodiversity & 
Conservation, notes that Pakistan’s 
diverse terrain—from the coast to the 
K2 Mountains—supports a variety of 
ecological zones and forest types. 
This diversity necessitates a varie-
ty of vegetation suited to different 
ecological zones. In Islamabad, the 
city’s undulating landscape offers 
several areas suitable for tree plant-
ing, including avenues, major and 
emerging arteries, parks, green 
belts, residential areas, educational 
institutions, and government offic-
es. Urban tree cover is crucial for 
enhancing the city’s environmental 
quality. Dr. Ghulam Raza highlight-
ed the need to seek expert advice 

before planting saplings, as not all 
trees are suited to every region 
or ecosystem. Choosing the ap-
propriate species for the specific 
environmental conditions is essen-
tial for ensuring successful growth 
and maximizing the environmental 
benefits. Additionally, Pakistan is 
grappling with a severe energy cri-
sis, with rising power consumption 
putting immense pressure on the 
national grid. To address this, pro-
moting extensive tree plantation—
especially of fast-growing species 
suitable for biomass energy—can 
serve as a pivotal strategy. By di-
versifying its energy sources and 
reducing reliance on fossil fuels, Pa-
kistan can move towards a more sus-
tainable energy future. To sum up, 
prioritizing large-scale tree planta-
tion is more than just a conservation 
initiative; it’s a holistic approach to 
tackling Pakistan’s environmental, 
social, and economic issues. This 
strategy not only helps in disaster 
resilience and public health im-
provement but also contributes to 
energy conservation and sustaina-
ble development. —DNA

Aggressive tree planting mitigates Pakistan’s heatwaves, ecosystem

Naqvi : Prosperity in 
Balochistan linked 

to sustainable peace

Islamabad : Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi laying floral wreath at the  
Yadgar-e-Shuhada in Frontier Corps Balochistan (South) Headquarters.—DNA

Mohsin Naqvi emphasized that all stakeholders must come  
together for the sustainable development of Balochistan

DNA

QUETTA : Interior Minister Mo-
hsin Naqvi on Sunday said that the 
prosperity and development of Ba-
lochistan are linked to sustainable 
peace. During his visit to Frontier 
Corps South Balochistan, he praised 
the Frontier Corps for their exem-
plary services in maintaining peace 
under challenging circumstances.  
Inspector General of Frontier Corps 
South, Major General Bilal Sarfraz 
Khan, accompanied the minister. 
During his visit to the Frontier 

Corps South headquarters, the min-
ister paid his respects at the Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial, laid a wreath, and 
offered prayers for the elevation 
of the martyrs’ ranks. He also paid 
tribute to the sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs of the Frontier Corps. Earlier, 
he chaired a meeting wherein he 
was briefed on operations against 
the Khawarij and anti-smuggling 
efforts. He was told that over the 
past six months, illegal goods 
worth 4.7 billion rupees have been 
seized. Frontier Corps South is on 
the front line in thwarting the ma-
licious intentions of the Khawar-

ij. The minister emphasized that 
the officers and soldiers of Frontier 
Corps South are playing a pivotal role 
in maintaining peace in Balochistan. 
He expressed pride in their profes-
sional skills and bravery, and assured 
that their needs would be met within 
available resources. He reiterated 
that the prosperity and development 
of Balochistan are tied to sustainable 
peace, and stressed the need for com-
prehensive measures to empower the 
youth of Balochistan. Furthermore, 
he emphasized that all stakeholders 
must come together for the sustaina-
ble development of Balochistan. Hamid karzai greets 

countrymen on I-Day
 

Shamim Shahid 
 
PESHAWAR: Dear country-
men!Hearty congratulations 
to all the countrymen wher-
ever you are on the occasion 
of the 105th independence 
anniversary of the country. 
Dear countrymen, sisters 
and brothers; Afghans gained 
independence from their uni-
ty and great courage eleven 
five years ago and became a 
clear example of freedom to 
the countries under coloni-
alism. Having independence 
is a great pride, it needs to 
be maintained and it can be 
maintained by freeing your-
self from the need of others 
and developing yourself. 
The people of Afghanistan 
have joined hands to pro-
tect their country with full 

unity and unity throughout 
the history. Now we should 
all work shoulder to shoul-
der to get rid of the need, 
to get knowledge and under-
standing and to develop. Our 
bright future is undoubtedly 
dependent on the education 
of the young generation 
and it is essential that we 
all strive to contribute to 
the growth of education. On 
this proud occasion and in 
a real sense for a stable and 
self-established Afghanistan, 
I once again shout out to 
the guardian Islamic govern-
ment that opens the doors of 
schools and universities for 
girls in the country as soon 
as possible, so that girls are 
equipped with the jewel of 
knowledge can be used for 
their own. Along with your 
brothers, you should contrib-

ute for the development of 
the country and to get rid of 
the needs.
Education and national uni-
ty are the strength that will 
keep our country strong. As 
Afghanistan is the common 
home of all Afghans, I hope 
that every citizen of my 
country has a place to work 
and work hard for the devel-
opment of the country with 
a sense of ownership and 
freedom. All the countrymen 
should come together on 
one mountain. She and the 
country should make a way 
of national understanding to 
ensure permanent peace and 
stability.   May the souls of 
all the martyrs and ghazi’s 
who made the country’s in-
dependence rest in peace.
Dear Afghanistan, may your 
head be high.  

Political uncertainty fuels 
economic vulnerability: APBF

DNA

ISLAMABAD - The All 
Pakistan Business Forum 
(APBF) president Syed 
Maaz Mahmood has said 
that the economic vulnera-
bility now looms with political 
uncertainty at its core, as the 
Moody’s Investors Service 
has recently given a ‘credit 
negative’ signal to Pakistan 
in the face of prolonged polit-
ical ambiguity and social ten-
sions over election results, 
which had made it tough for 
IMF a new program, weaken 
external economy and make 
liquidity management more 
challenging.
The APBF President said 
that economic and fiscal dis-
cipline of the country will be 
driven under the direction of 
IMF now, leaving little room 
for the government to make 
its way, which has not come 
up with any plan to fix the 
economy and provide relief 

to the trade and industry. 
Higher inflation, rising utility 
tariffs, growing unem¬ploy-
ment and, above all, the 
malaise and despondency 
among the masses are likely 
to continue unattended.
APBF Chairman Ibrahim 
Qureshi said that the pri-
vatization commission of 
Pakistan is struggling since 
months to effectively put 
in place the privatization of 
loss-making public sector 
enterprises; notably, the 
Pakistan Steel Mills and Pa-
kistan International Airlines 
despite the urgency and 
concern expressed, time 
and again, by the IMF. The 
election held on Feb 8 in Pa-
kistan threw up a number of 
surprises with a significant 
shift in the country’s political 
landscape.
Syed Maaz Mahmood said 
that the decision-making pro-
cesses and any constitutional 
amendment has now been 
driven and influenced more 

by conflicting self-interests of 
the coalition partners, water-
ing down the key objectives. 
This is not what the country 
needs in these unprecedent-
ed times of political and eco-
nomic challenges confront-
ing the nation. Pakistan’s 
government liquidity and ex-
ternal vulnerability risks will 
remain very high until there 
is clarity on a credible longer-
term financing plan.
Experts said that Pakistan’s 
foreign exchange reserves 
remained very low at $10 bil-
lion, sufficient to cover only 
about nine weeks of imports 
and well below what was 
required to meet external 
financing needs for the next 
three to four years.
Based on the IMF’s report, 
Moody’s said Pakistan’s ex-
ternal financing needs were 
about $22 billion in the next 
fiscal year and about $25 bil-
lion annually in fiscal 2026 
and 2027. The country will 
need a longer-term financing 

plan to meet its very large 
financing needs for the next 
few years, after its current 
IMF program ends in 2024.
At present, Pakistan has 
been assigned a stable rat-
ing of “Caa3” by Moody’s. 
It said prolonged delays in 
the formation of a govern-
ment would in¬crease poli-
cy and political uncertainty 
at a time when it faced very 
challenging macro-economic 
conditions.
Hopefully, the coalition gov-
ernment will be sensitive 
to the social, economic and 
fiscal issues of the state, 
which in the meantime have 
exacer¬bated further. Paki-
stan’s debt-to-GDP ratio is 
already above 70 percent and 
the IMF and credit rating 
agencies estimate that in-
terest payments on its debt 
will soak up 50 percent to 
60 percent of the govern-
ment’s revenues this year. 
Debt exceeds legal limit by 
Rs14.5 trillion. 

Kundi concerned over KP’s 
worsening law situation

PESHAWAR : Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi on Sunday emphasized the critical issue of maintaining 
peace in the province. He said that the situation was dire when judges themselves were not safe, highlighting the deteri-
orating conditions in the province. The Governor said this during a meeting with a delegation from the Peoples Lawyers 
Forum led by Sardar Hashmat Nawaz Khan Saddozai. The meeting included key figures such as Shah Fahad Ansari Ad-
vocate Supreme Court and Divisional President of Peoples Lawyers Forum, Sardar Adnan Saddozai District President, 
Sardar Hizbullah Khan Gundapur Divisional General Secretary, Sardar Qaiser Zaib District General Secretary, and Abid 
Awan Advocate District General Secretary of Pakistan Peoples Party. Also present were Gohar Rahman Khattak, Provin-
cial President of the People’s Lawyers Forum, and Lajbar Khan Khaleel, Provincial General Secretary, Advocate. Kundi 
assured that he would contact the Chairman of the State Life Insurance Corporation regarding benefits for lawyers. He 
also proposed that land be identified for a lawyers’ colony in Dera Ismail Khan. In addition, he suggested that a judicial 
complex be established in the Tank area, discussing the matter with the Federal Minister for Law. The Governor pro-
posed allocating a quota for young lawyers in the Judicial Academy that would address the issue of starting LL.M. classes 
at Gomal University. He also mentioned plans to discuss with relevant authorities regarding the establishment of a Nar-
cotics Court in Dera Ismail Khan. Shah Fahad Ansari, the Divisional President of the Peoples Lawyers Forum, expressed 
gratitude to Governor Faisal Karim Kundi, acknowledging his role and performance as a significant contributor to the 
province and particularly to the Peoples Lawyers Forum, of which they are proud. Meanwhile, the delegation of Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) Hazara Division, led by President Malik Farooq Khan, called on Governor Faisal Karim Kundi at the 
Governor House in Peshawar. The discussion focused on the challenges faced by the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
particularly in the Hazara Division. During the meeting, Governor Kundi assured the delegation of his commitment to ful-
filling the trust placed in him by the party leadership. He emphasized that resolving issues related to federal departments 
is a top priority, and he will not tolerate any negligence in this regard. The Governor highlighted his focus on promoting 
sports, engaging youth, and empowering women as key priorities.—DNA

Parents 
struggle with 
rising school 
supply costs

ISLAMABAD ; As back-to-
school essentials shopping 
is picking up pace with re-
opening of the educational 
institutions in the country 
after summer vacations, 
parents are grappling with 
the higher prices on all the 
essential school items. Most 
of the private schools start 
their new academic session 
after the summer break and 
it is a common practice for 
many parents to buy the 
back to school essentials 
for their kids prior to the 
opening of the schools by 
physically visiting the des-
ignated stationary stores 
or ordering through the 
online suppliers.  The price 
of school supplies from 
glue, color pencils, mark-
ers, lunch box, water bottle, 
geometry box, school bags, 
and cut box to textbooks, 
notebooks and uniforms 
has registered a significant 
increase which made it dif-
ficult for families, especially 
salaried class, to manage 
the educational expenses. 
“I have spent around Rs 
20,000 to purchase the text-
books and notebooks for my 
son promoted in Grade-III 
while the stationary, uniform 
and other essential stuff are 
still to be purchased which 
I will buy on weekend as 
the students can wear color-
ed clothes during the first 
week”, Hammad Ali, a par-
ent of two said.
 Although it has become dif-
ficult to bear the expenses 
of my one school going son 
who is studying in private 
schools but we have no 
option left when the gov-
ernment institutions lack 
facilities and educational 
standards, he lamented 
while talking to APP on 
Thursday. —APP

Efforts being made to extend 
relief to masses: Gilani 

MIAN CHANNU: Chairman 
Senate, Syed Yusuf Raza Gi-
lani, on Sunday, stated that 
every possible effort was 
underway to extend relief 
and basic facilities to the 
masses and they should be 
relieved of inflation. He ex-
pressed these views while 
addressing a convocation as 
the chief guest at a private 
college. “We are giving the 
incumbent government the 
right advice, and I am hope-
ful that we will soon steer the 
country out of crises and set 
it on the path to progress. All 
political parties should play 
their role in the country’s de-
velopment and prosperity”,  
he maintained. Gilani con-
gratulated the students who 
completed their degrees, 
especially their parents. He 
said that the youth should 
make the nation proud with 
their education and skills and 

it must become an essential 
part of the country’s eco-
nomic development along 
with their families. The ed-
ucated youth needs to bring 
about significant change in 
society with their acquired 
education, he said and added 
that they should introduce 
new research and innova-
tions in their respective 
fields. “Our youth is second 
to none in terms of talent and 
capability”, Chairman Senate 
observed. Later, speaking to 
the media, he said that Arshad 
Nadeem was a national hero 
and he commended him 
for winning a gold medal 
for the country in the Par-
is Olympics. He said that 
their elders were among 
those who made Pakistan, 
and the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) has rendered 
great sacrifices for the res-
toration of democracy. The 

1973 constitution given by 
the late Prime Minister Zu-
lfikar  Ali Bhutto was a mon-
umental achievement while 
differences of opinion were 
the beauty of democracy, 
he informed. “Each one of 
us should work together 
for the national interest, he 
said adding that all political 
leaders must set their di-
rection with the country’s 
interests in mind”, Gilani 
suggested. He said that the 
current situation demands 
that all political parties 
put aside their differences, 
come together on one plat-
form, and play their role in 
solving the public’s prob-
lems and working towards 
the country’s development 
and prosperity. Chairman 
Senate said that efforts 
would be made to establish a 
university campus in Mian 
Channu.—APP

Heavy rain 
lashes 
Sukkur

SUKKUR : Heavy rain 
lashed Sukkur and adjoining 
areas till Saturday night to 
filling this report. The rain 
started after 9pm and con-
tinued lashing for a while. It 
turned weather from hot to 
little cold and pleasant. The 
electricity supply was sus-
pended to the city soon after 
rain started lashing. Speedy 
gusty winds were also re-
ported before rainfall which 
was also followed by thunder-
storm. Rainwater accumu-
lated on city roads. Reports 
reaching here suggested that 
rain also lashed in Khairpur, 
Ghotki and other areas in-
cluding Shikarpur, Jaccababd 
l and others. —APP

06 illegal 
arm holders 

arrested
RAWALPINDI :In a sig-
nificant crackdown, Police 
have arrested six illegal 
arm holders and recovered 
arm, ammunition from their 
possession here on Sunday. 
According to police spokes-
man, Gujjar Khan police held 
Amir, Naeem, Sarfaraz, and 
Yasir, each found with a 30-
bore pistol. Similarly, Wah 
Cantt police apprehended 
Wajid with a 30-bore pistol, 
while Kalar Syedan police re-
covered a same weapon from 
Qasim.—APP

‘Selling unregistered 
medicines is offence’

DNA

ATTOCK: District Drug Con-
troller Ms. Uzma Khalid has 
said that the District Quality 
Control Board decides the 
cases of chemists and phar-
macies entirely on merit. 
Under the Pharmacy Act, it 
is the responsibility of phar-
macy, medical store owners 

to provide high quality med-
icines to the public within 
the ambit of the law. She 
expressed these views in a 
meeting with officials of the 
Tehsil Chemist Union on the 
occasion of his visit to Pindi 
Gheb. Deputy Drug Controller 
Pindi Gheb Saddam Hussain, 
Chairman PCDA Attock Aslam 
Naqash, Patron General Pindi 
Gheb Chemist Union Haji Nazir 

Ahmad Awan, President Chem-
ist Union Pindi Gheb Shaukat 
Mehmood Bhatti, Senior Vice 
President Nazir Awan, Senior 
Vice President Shahid Haider, 
Vice President Naseer Hussain, 
General Secretary Syed Zaman 
Abbas Naqvi, Additional Sec-
retary Asad Mehmood and 
Executive Member Waqar 
Ahmed were also present 
on the occasion.



AIOU expands 
its network 
worldwide

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) is 
receiving global recognition 
due to its digitalization and 
considering that the univer-
sity has expanded its reach 
worldwide.  In addition to 
Pakistanis residing in any 
country, the university offers 
60 educational programs for 
international students, said 
a press release yesterday. In 
the Spring 2024 semester, 
1,003 international students 
have been enrolled from 
36 countries, with 47% be-
ing male students and 53% 
female students.  These 
countries include Australia, 
Russia, South Korea, Japan, 
China, the USA, the UK, Ire-
land, Canada, France, Spain, 
Sweden, Greece, Belgium, 
Estonia, Germany, Hunga-
ry, Italy, Norway, Portugal, 
Turkey, Taiwan, Botswana, 
South Africa, Iran, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi, 
Sharjah, Qatar, Iraq, Kurdis-
tan, Jordan, Oman, and Ku-
wait.  Admissions for the Fall 
2024 semester are going on. 
The Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Nasir Mahmood has set 
a target to increase the num-
ber of international.—APP

August 19 declared black day 
in Parliamentary history: Ayaz
Speaker praised the bravery and perseverance of all the parliamentarians, staff and security personnel 

of the Parliament, for defending the Parliament under such hostile circumstances

Adil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD : Speaker of the 
National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq on Sunday said that August 
19 will always be remembered 
as the darkest day in the parlia-
mentary history of the country. 
The speaker said, “Ten years 
ago, on this day, a conspiracy 
against democracy was hatched, 
and the Parliament House was 
besieged and ransacked by the 
workers of so-called political par-
ties.”  “Shameful act is highly 
condemnable in every sense of 
the word. Parliament, being the 
supreme institution, deserves re-
spect and dignity”, he expressed 
these views in his message on the 
eve of completion of 10 years of 

the attack on the Parliament. He 
also underscored that protecting 
the sanctity of the Parliament is 
a collective responsibility and vio-
lating the sanctity of Parliament is 
unimaginable for any democratic 
individual. He lamented that the 
heartbreaking memories of the 
day would remain etched in the 
minds of the people and keep 
reminding them of the attack on 
democratic values and principles. 
He also noted that the attack on 
the parliament was not only an at-
tack on democracy but also a blow 
to the basic pillars of the State. 
The Speaker praised the bravery 
and perseverance of all the par-
liamentarians, staff and security 
personnel of the Parliament, for 
defending the Parliament under 
such hostile circumstances. The 

Speaker also appreciated the role 
of the leadership and MPs of the 
then government, the largest op-
position party in the Parliament 
including the Pakistan Peoples 
Party and other political parties 

as they played an active role in 
thwarting the attack on the Parlia-
ment and the heinous conspiracy 
against democracy. He said that 
during the heinous attack on 
Parliament in August 2014 the 
passage of the MPs was blocked 
off and attempts were made to 
paralyze the democratic pro-
cess. He also said that an abort-
ed attempt was made, but the 
Members of Parliament bravely 
foiled this nefarious conspiracy. 
He also said that the 2014 pro-
tests and sit-ins compromised 
the image of Pakistan around 
the world. He said that because 
of sit-ins outside the Parliament, 
the President of China had to 
cancel his visit, and as a result, 
Pakistan lost foreign invest-
ments worth billions of dollars. 

He remarked that such attacks 
have further strengthened our 
determination and resolve to 
protect democratic institutions. 
The Speaker urged the people 
to unite and keep on playing 
their constructive role to pro-
tect democracy in the country.
Deputy Speaker Syed Ghulam 
Mustafa Shah in his message 
said that the attack on Parlia-
ment during 2014 was a tragic 
incident. He said that these at-
tacks indicated the ill intentions 
of those involved in sit-ins, which 
were tantamount to weakening 
the democratic institutions and 
democratic system. The Dep-
uty Speaker stressed the need 
for all political parties to take 
essential steps to prevent such 
incidents in the future.

Regulatory body demanded to 
resolve brick kiln worker issues

ISLAMABAD:  Civil society 
activists had demanded a 
regulatory body to resolve 
the issues of brick kiln 
workers. Talking to App 
here on Sunday, Farzana 
Bari, a human rights activ-
ist, said that the majority 
of the brick kiln workers 
complained about the low 
wages of their work, vio-
lating the minimum level 
of wages under labor law 
and making it hard for them 
to meet both ends of their 
lives. She added that it was 
revealed that bonded labor, 
harassment, child labor, ex-
ploitation, and not paying 
minimum wages to employ-
ees were common. 

She said, “Workers are 
facing severe challenges, 
including lack of basic facil-
ities, long working hours, 
leaves in emergencies, 
medical facilities, and haz-
ardous working conditions.” 
Ayub Malik, a human rights 
activist, said, “There are a 
number of women who are 
facing plenty of challenges 
but continue their work 
to feed their families.”                      
Afshan Tehseen Bajwa, 
former Chairperson of the 
of the National Commis-
sion on the Rights of the 
Child (NCRC), said, “The 
brick kiln industry is actu-
ally run by businessmen, 
and owners don’t register 

their kilns with the labor 
department so that they 
don’t have to provide social 
security and old-age ben-
efits to the workers.” She 
said, “Their living condition 
is alarming, with a lack of 
basic amenities throwing 
them into a vicious cycle 
of poverty.” She urged the 
proper implementation of 
existing laws towards the 
most neglected sector, 
whose workers are large-
ly deprived of their legal 
rights and entitlements 
and forced to work in un-
healthy and unsafe envi-
ronments, and demanded 
new laws for their protec-
tion and safety. —APP
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Economy cannot grow  
in the presence of IPPs

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former 
President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI), Dr. 
Shahid Rasheed Butt, said 
on Sunday that it is a wor-
thy endeavour to provide 
relief to energy consumers 
in the province of Punjab. 
He said the provincial gov-
ernment’s announcement 
to give consumers a relief 
of 14 rupees per unit on 
electricity bills is a laudable 
move. Shahid Rasheed Butt 
said that other provinces 
should also follow Punjab 
and give relief to the peo-
ple. Provinces can manage 
resources using surplus 
funds or cutting assembly 
members’ development 
budgets. The business lead-
er said in a statement today 
that provinces can also cut 
expenditures in various sec-
tors, reduce development 
funds, and divert the money 
for the badly needed relief 
program as almost half of 
the developmental funds 

are wasted. Electricity bills 
have troubled people across 
the country. The bills have 
increased house rents, and 
most of the country’s pop-
ulation has been unable to 
pay them and the increased 
tariffs is bankrupting the 
masses and the business-
es. Since power bills are 
bankrupting businesses, 
it is also contributing to 
unemployment, reduced 
taxes, sluggish production 
and overall economic down-
turn, he observed. He said 
that in these disappointing 
circumstances, the historic 
electricity relief package 
for Punjab by the leader of 
Muslim League (N) Nawaz 
Sharif is certainly a peo-
ple-friendly initiative. Ac-
cording to this initiative, 
those using 500 units per 
month will get a relief of Rs 
14 per unit, provided in Au-
gust and September bills. 
Up to 500 units, the intro-
ductory tariff rate is Rs 37 
to Rs 38 per unit. After Rs 
14 relief, it will be Rs 24, 
he informed. In this regard, 
PML-N leader Nawaz Sha-

rif and Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz said 
in a press conference that 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif should also reduce 
electricity prices. Appre-
ciating the relief package, 
Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif has said that work is 
being done to find a lasting 
solution to the reduction in 
electricity prices. Shahid 
Rashid Butt said that heavy 
electricity bills, indirect 
taxes, and IPPs agreements 
have made life difficult 
for people. Currently, 49 
billion dollars are paid 
to IPPs that run only 85 
hours. Employees of elec-
tricity companies are giv-
en free electricity worth 
15 billion rupees annually. 
The government of Punjab 
has decided to continue 
the relief and provide the 
people with cheap elec-
tricity through solar pan-
els worth seven hundred 
billion rupees. According 
to Shahid Rashid Butt, 
the government must take 
into consideration the 
plans that the electricity 

bureaucracy is attempting 
to carry out against the so-
lar industry. In countries 
that have civilized socie-
ties, the government pro-
vides three to four times 
the benefit to people who 
generate surplus electric-
ity through solar power. 
However, in this country, 
one unit is returned to the 
consumer for three units, 
which can be called day-
light robbery. There is not 
a single place in Pakistan 
where the authorities of 
the energy company do 
not permit the installation 
of solar panels without 
first accepting a bribe and 
the Islamabad Electric 
Supply Corporation is at 
the forefront of this bribery, 
making life difficult for the 
people, he informed. He said 
that it is common knowledge 
that a solar company must 
first bribe the DISCO offi-
cials to get their projects ap-
proved in order to operate in 
the market. Top officials are 
aware of this, but they have 
chosen to remain silent and 
promote this practice.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

August
Aug 01/China

Armed Forces Day 

Aug 01/Switzerland
National Day

Aug 01/Lebanon
Armed Forces Day

Aug  01 /Syria
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/Bukino Faso
National Day

Aug 09 /Singapore

Aug 15/DPR Korea
Independence Day

Aug 15/India
Independence Day

Aug 15/Poland
Armed Forces Day

 

Aug 17 /Indonesia
Independence Day

Aug 24/Ukraine
Independence Day

Aug 25/Uruguay 
Independence Day

Aug 30 /Turkey
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/Kyrgyz Repub-
lic

Independence Day

Aug 31/Malaysia
National Day

Punjab Speaker 
emphasizes 

power of unity 
Speaker Urges Public to Fight 

Plastic Pollution
ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the Punjab Assembly Malik 
Ahmad Khan has called upon citizens especially stu-
dents and educated individuals to join forces in the 
fight against plastic pollution, emphasizing that it is 
a collective responsibility that requires immediate 
attention and action.   By treating plastic pollution 
as a national duty, we can work together to create 
a cleaner, healthier, and more sustainable future for 
ourselves and future generations, he said while talk-
ing to PTV news channel.  He appealed to the public 
to adopt eco-friendly alternatives and make conscious 
choices in their daily lives to reduce plastic usage.    
Khan’s call to action underscored the critical need 
for a paradigm shift in our behavior towards plastic 
use, recognizing the intrinsic link between environ-
mental conservation and national responsibility.  He 
stressed that schools and universities must incorpo-
rate environmental education into their curricula, 
empowering students with knowledge and skills to 
become eco-warriors.   By instilling a sense of en-
vironmental stewardship in the younger generation, 
we can create a ripple effect of change that can help 
mitigate the plastic pollution crisis, he mentioned.  
Furthermore, Khan emphasized the need for commu-
nity-led initiatives to tackle plastic pollution.—DNA

Youth urged to take lead 
in shaping Pak destiny

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister’s Youth Programme 
Chairman Rana Mashhood 
Ahmed Khan on Sunday 
emphasized the crucial 
role of Pakistan’s talented 
young generation in driv-
ing the country towards 
development, stressing 
that their energy, creativity, 
and innovative ideas were 
essential for propelling the 
nation forward.  Talking 
to a private news channel, 
Khan highlighted the signif-
icance of empowering and 
engaging the youth in the 
development process, as 
they possess the potential 
to bring about trans form-
ative change and shape a 
brighter future for Paki-
stan.  The Chairman also 

highlighted the need for 
youth to adopt a positive 
mindset, focusing on hope, 
resilience, and optimism. 
He believed that by spread-
ing positivity, the youth 
could create a ripple effect, 
inspiring others to work to-
wards a brighter future for 
Pakistan.  Mashhood also 
emphasized that the PM’s 
pro-women initiatives are a 
testament to his dedication 
to creating a more inclu-
sive and equitable society.   
He noted, “Government is 
working tirelessly to ad-
dress the challenges faced 
by women and to provide 
them with the resources 
and support they need to 
succeed.”  The Chairman 
also highlighted the im-

portance of women’ s par-
ticipation in the country’s 
development, stating that 
empowering women is es-
sential for achieving sus-
tainable growth and pros-
perity.   He urged women 
to take advantage of the 
opportunities provided 
by the government and 
to play an active role in 
shaping their own futures. 
“By supporting women’ s 
empowerment, the gov-
ernment aims to create a 
brighter future for all Paki-
stanis,” Mashhood added.   
He expressed his optimism 
that the PM’s initiatives 
would bring about positive 
change and pave the way 
for a more gender-inclusive 
society. —APP

RWMC 
sanitation 

drive in full 
swing during 

rains
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Waste Management Com-
pany (RWMC) had deputed 
additional sanitary workers 
to clean and dredge ma-
jor drains to avoid urban 
flooding. According to the 
RWMC spokesman, the 
company was making all-out 
efforts to clear the city of any 
problems and carrying out 
the cleanliness of nullahs and 
choked drains during con-
tinued intermittent rainfall.  
He said that additional staff 
had been assigned duties in 
three shifts to ensure clean-
liness around the clock so 
that some sanitation-related 
problems could not become 
hurdles in the smooth flow 
of water. He said that com-
plaints received on social 
media platforms were also 
being addressed promptly.  
Meanwhile, the communica-
tion teams of RWMC were 
carrying out its anti-dengue 
awareness campaign in vari-
ous areas of the city to create 
awareness about the growth, 
incidence, treatment, and 
prevention of dengue. The 
teams also distributed waste 
bags and leaflets among the 
masses and educated them 
about the importance of 
cleanliness and the preven-
tion of dengue.  In a mes-
sage, RWMC has requested 
the people to keep an eye 
on junkyards, schools and 
under-construction buildings 
which lead to the spread of 
dengue larvae and also make 
sure to leave no place wet or 
with stagnant water—APP

Railways to 
restore Sir 

Syed Express 
on Sep 1

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan 
Railways has decided to 
restore Sir Syed Express 
(35UP/36DN) between 
Karachi Cantonment to 
Rawalpindi from September 
1 under a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP). The 
Sir Syed Express (35UP) 
will depart from Karachi 
Cantonment at 9:00 PM 
via Hyderabad, Khanpur, 
Khanewal, Faisalabad, 
Sangla Hill, Wazirabad, 
Gujrat, and Jhelum, before 
arriving in Rawalpindi at 
8:55 PM the following day, 
an official told APP. Like-
wise, he said the Sir Syed 
Express (36DN) will leave 
Rawalpindi at 1:30 PM 
and follow the same route, 
reaching Karachi Canton-
ment at 1:50 PM the next 
day. He said the train will 
comprise one AC Sleeper, 
one AC Business class, 
one AC Standard class, 
four Economy Class coach-
es, a Dining Car, a Brake 
Van, and a Power Plant. 
The official said that the 
scheduled stops include 
Drigh Road, Hyderabad, 
Rohri, Bahawalpur, Khan-
ewal, Faisalabad, Sangla 
Hill, Hafizabad, Wazirabad, 
Gujrat, and Jhelum. Addi-
tionally, he said that on its 
journey from Rawalpindi to 
Karachi, the train will make 
a stop at Landhi Railway 
Station.—APP

PTI severely damaged country’s 
political landscape: Talal

ISLAMABAD ; Senior leader 
of Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N), Senator Ta-
lal Chaudhry said on Sunday 
that the Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI) government, 
during its four-year tenure, 
severely damaged the coun-
try’s economic and political 
landscape. Reacting to an 

alleged chat with an Indian 
journalist by Raoof Hassan, 
Talal Chaudhry claimed that 
Hassan had been in contact 
with anti-Pakistan foreign 

journalists, including those 
from India. He further al-
leged that PTI’s team was 
advising the IMF against 
making deals with Pakistan 

at the time, and that Hassan 
was sharing sensitive materi-
al with anti-Pakistan journal-
ists. He said that the chaos 
and divisive politics in Paki-
stan were not the result of a 
single individual, but involved 
various politicians, political 
parties, and even individuals 
within institutions. Chaudhry 
alleged that efforts to weak-
en Pakistan were orchestrat-
ed by multiple actors. He as-

serted that now, there will be 
zero tolerance for anti-state 
elements. Stressing the 
need to improve the quality 
of life for ordinary citizens, 
Talal Chaudhry said, “Pakistan 
is here to stay, and we must 
strengthen its economy once 
again.”He urged other political 
parties and institutions to en-
gage in the process of account-
ability, insisting that it is vital 
for the country. —APP
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Humera Ambareen

G overnor Faisal Karim Kundi 
made a significant and strategic 
move during Pakistan’s 77th 

Independence Day celebrations in 
Peshawar by bringing together diplo-
mats from the United States, Iran, and 
Afghanistan. This wasn’t just a ceremo-
nial gesture but a calculated decision 
highlighting Kundi’s understanding of 
global politics and his commitment to 
positioning Pakistan, particularly Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, as a critical player 
in regional diplomacy. By facilitating 
this gathering, Kundi demonstrated 
that even amid challenging global re-
lations, Pakistan can be a platform for 
dialogue, cooperation, and peace. Why 
This Gathering Matters The United 
States and Iran have long had a tense 
relationship, marked by disagreements 
over nuclear policy, regional influence, 
and a history of mutual suspicion. Af-
ghanistan, caught in the middle, has 
been a battleground for these and other 
powers, struggling to find stability and 
peace. Given these dynamics, bringing 
representatives from these three nations 
together in Peshawar was no small feat. 
Governor Kundi’s decision to host these 
diplomats during Independence Day sent 
a clear message: Pakistan is ready to en-
gage with all sides, even those often at 
odds. This event showed that Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, a region frequently associat-
ed with conflict and security issues, is also 
a place where critical international discus-
sions can begin. The gathering wasn’t just 
about celebrating Pakistan’s past; it was 
about showcasing the country’s poten-
tial role in shaping a more peaceful and 
cooperative future for the region. What 
This Means for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has long been at 
the crossroads of regional conflict, par-
ticularly because of its proximity to Af-
ghanistan. For years, the province has 
been seen primarily through the lens 
of security—dealing with the spillover 
effects of war, the challenges of refugee 
influxes, and the impacts of terrorism. 
However, Governor Kundi’s initiative 
shows that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa can 
be much more than a frontline in these 
struggles—it can be a hub for diploma-
cy and international cooperation. By 
bringing together diplomats from the 
U.S., Iran, and Afghanistan, Kundi     

highlighted Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
strategic importance not just within 
Pakistan, but on the global stage. This 
event has the potential to shift how 
the province is perceived internation-
ally. Rather than being seen solely as 
a region affected by conflict, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa can now be viewed as a 
place where meaningful discussions and 
peace-building efforts can take place. For 
the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, this 
shift in perception is crucial. Increased 
international attention could lead to more 
investment in the province, boosting its 
economy and creating new opportuni-
ties for its residents. The province’s en-
hanced status could also lead to greater 
political influence within Pakistan, giving 
its leaders more leverage in national and 
international decision-making processes. 
Kundi’s actions have opened the door 
for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to play a key 
role in shaping the future of the region, 
particularly about Afghanistan. The Big-
ger Picture for Pakistan From a national 
perspective, this gathering reflects Paki-
stan’s strategic interests in maintaining 
and enhancing its role in international 
relations. In a world where global allianc-
es are constantly shifting, and regional 
tensions remain high, Pakistan’s ability 
to engage with major global powers is 
crucial. The presence of U.S., Iranian, 
and Afghan diplomats at the same event 
underscores Pakistan’s potential to serve 
as a mediator, a neutral ground where im-
portant discussions can take place. This 
is especially relevant in the context of 
Afghanistan. As Afghanistan continues to 
seek stability, Pakistan’s role as a facili-
tator of dialogue among the key players 
will be vital. Governor Kundi’s initiative 
sends a clear message that Pakistan is 
ready to support peace efforts and to 
help bring stability to the region. This 
aligns with Pakistan’s broader foreign 
policy goals of maintaining balanced 
relationships with global powers while 
advocating for peace and stability in 
its neighbourhood. Furthermore, the 
involvement of the United States and 
Iran—two countries with a long history 
of enmity—adds another layer of signif-

icance to this event. By hosting repre-
sentatives from both nations, Kundi 
demonstrated Pakistan’s commitment 
to engaging with all relevant parties, 
regardless of their bilateral conflicts. 
This approach aligns with Pakistan’s 
broader diplomatic strategy of being a 
neutral player capable of facilitating di-
alogue between nations with divergent 
interests. The Power of Symbolic Ges-
tures While some might view this event 
as merely symbolic, it’s important to 
recognize that in diplomacy, symbolism 
often precedes substantive action. The 
fact that U.S., Iranian, and Afghan dip-
lomats were willing to come together 
in Peshawar indicates a willingness to 
engage, however tentative that engage-
ment might be. Such gatherings can 
pave the way for more serious talks in 
the future, and that’s where real pro-
gress can be made. Governor Kun-
di’s ability to bring these diplomats 
together shows his understanding of 
how diplomacy works. Relationships 
between countries often start with 
small, symbolic steps that lead to big-
ger, more meaningful discussions. By 
facilitating this meeting, Kundi has 
created an opportunity for dialogue 
that could have significant impacts 
down the road. This event was not 
just about the optics; it was about set-
ting the stage for potential diplomatic 
breakthroughs that could benefit the 
entire region. Long-Term Implica-
tions for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa The 
long-term implications of Governor 
Kundi’s diplomatic efforts extend 
far beyond the immediate context of 
Independence Day celebrations. By 
positioning Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as 
a venue for international diplomacy, 
Kundi is laying the groundwork for 
the province’s future role in regional 
and global affairs. This move could 
attract further international attention 
to the province, potentially leading to 
increased investment, development, 
and cooperation. For the people of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, this redefini-
tion of their province’s role on the 
global stage could lead to tangible 
benefits. Increased international 
attention and investment can trans-
late into economic growth, job cre-
ation, and improved infrastructure. 
Moreover, the province’s enhanced 
status could lead to greater political 
influence within Pakistan, giving its 

leaders more leverage in national 
decision-making processes. In the 
context of Pakistan’s overall diplomatic 
strategy, this event highlights the im-
portance of engaging with all relevant 
stakeholders in the region. As Pakistan 
continues to navigate its relationships 
with global powers, the ability to bring 
together diverse and often conflicting 
parties will be crucial. Kundi’s actions 
demonstrate that Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa can be more than just a security 
buffer—it can be a proactive participant 
in shaping the region’s future. Building 
Bridges for a Better Future
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi’s deci-
sion to host U.S., Iranian, and Afghan 
diplomats during Pakistan’s 2024 
Independence Day celebrations in 
Peshawar was a significant diplomatic 
achievement. It wasn’t just about cel-
ebrating Pakistan’s past—it was about 
shaping its future. By hosting this gath-
ering, Kundi has shown that even in a 
region often associated with conflict, 
there is space for dialogue, understand-
ing, and cooperation. This move bene-
fits not only Khyber Pakhtunkhwa but 
also strengthens Pakistan’s position as 
a key player in international relations. 
Through his leadership, Kundi has 
demonstrated that Pakistan, and par-
ticularly Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, can 
be a place where important interna-
tional conversations begin. This is a 
win for the province, for Pakistan, and 
for the hope of a more peaceful and 
cooperative future in the region.Gov-
ernor Kundi’s actions have elevated 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s status on the 
global stage, positioning it as a region 
where important international con-
versations can and should happen. 
As Pakistan continues to navigate 
the complexities of global diploma-
cy, the significance of this event will 
likely be remembered as a pivotal 
moment in the country’s efforts 
to build bridges in an increasingly 
divided world. Through his leader-
ship, Kundi has shown that even in 
a region often defined by conflict, 
there is room for dialogue, under-
standing, and progress. This move 
not only benefits Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa but also strengthens Pa-
kistan’s position as a key player in 
international relations, capable of 
facilitating meaningful conversa-
tions between global powers.

Governor Kundi Leads 2024 Independence  
Day Celebrations in Peshawar Diplomats

Briefs
Ghulam 
Ahmed 
Chishti 

remembered
ISLAMABAD: Renowned 
music composer Ghulam 
Ahmed Chishti also known 
as Baba Chishti was remem-
bered on the occasion of his 
birth anniversary on Satur-
day.  Born on August 17, 
1905, in Jalandhar, Chishti 
became fond of music in 
his childhood. He was lat-
er noticed by a stage play 
director Agha Hashar Kash-
miri when Chishti came to 
Lahore in 1934 and hired 
his services to assist him 
with his work.  Under Kash-
miri’s influence, Chishti 
began learning the intrica-
cies of the music industry 
and trained with him. Upon 
Kashmiri’s death, Chishti 
joined a recording company 
and began composing on 
his own. Amongst his first 
records were those for Jadd-
anbai and Amirbai Karnataki 
before partition. Chishti had 
introduced Noor Jehan to the 
Lahore stage when she was 
nine years old in 1935. He 
started his career compos-
ing music for the films with 
Deen-o-Dunya in 1936. Once 
he got some recognition, he 
was offered to compose mu-
sic for L. R. Shori’s film Sohni 
Mahival in 1938. He became 
known for his compositions 
both in Urdu and Punjabi lan-
guages. In Chishti’s career, 
things took a drastic turn for 
the better, after the independ-
ence of Pakistan. He decided 
to migrate to Pakistan in 1949 
and  offered his services as a 
musician to the Pakistani film 
industry. He composed mu-
sic for three filmsin 1949. 
His initial compositions for 
Sachai, Mundri and Pheray 
(1949) were simultaneously 
produced.  Pheray (1949) 
became a blockbuster hit 
and earned plaudits for the 
composer. It is reported that 
the six songs in the film were 
written, composed and record-
ed in a single day.  Later in 
1955, the Punjabi film Pattan 
(1955) came along and be-
came a musical hit film for 
Baba Chishti and boosted his 
career and he became a well-
sought-after music director 
by the film producers after 
the box-office success of this 
film. Chishti excelled at Pun-
jabi compositions and had 
great  influence on filmmu-
sic. With almost 5,000 tunes 
to his credit, he composed 
scores for over  140  films and 
was the first musician to reach 
the ‘100 films’ threshold in 
newly independent Pakistan 
after 1947.Being a poet, he 
had written lyrics for 12 of 
the most popular Pakistani 
film songs besides writing 
hundreds of other film songs 
during his career.—APP

Gwadar Free 
Zone inks 

agreement
 

DNA

Islamabad:  In a fresh 
strategic move, Gwadar 
Free Zone (GFZ) has inked 
a comprehensive economic 
agreement with Xinjiang 
Pilot Free Trade Zone (XP-
FTZ) to build a new pattern 
of interactive development 
for logistic, trade, and com-
mercial growth under the 
framework of China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).  Gwadar Free 
Zone signed the economic 
pact and forwarded it to 
the administration of Xin-
jiang Pilot Free Trade Zone 
for needful action, Gwadar 
Port Authority official told 
Gwadar Pro. China Indus-
try Overseas Development 
Association is also part of 
the agreement to expedite 
coordinated development of 
the two regions, he added. 
“It has been agreed by the 
contracting parties to joint-
ly promote the economic 
development of the two 
trade zones.  Cooperation 
in the fields of energy, tex-
tile, agricultural products, 
trade.

Hundreds flock to the
 Indonesian Expo 2024
The Indonesian Expo aims to provide a vibrant cultural backdrop to the business-oriented events as well as programs  

related to people-to-people contact. Among schedules on the stage are traditional and cultural shows including Indone-
sian martial arts called Pencak Silat, creative and religious performances by Indonesian students in Pakistan

DNA

Islamabad: The Embas-
sy of the Republic of Indo-
nesia in Islamabad has been 
successfully attracting more 
public attention through the 
Indonesian Expo 2024 at the 
Centaurus Mall, 16-18 Au-
gust 2024. The Expo is the 
first of its kind ever held in 
the iconic shopping center in 
Islamabad, as part of a series 
of events to commemorate 
the 79th Anniversary of the 
Indonesian Independence 
Day.    The Indonesian Expo 
aims to provide a vibrant 
cultural backdrop to the busi-
ness-oriented events as well 
as programs related to peo-
ple-to-people contact. Among 
schedules on the stage are 
traditional and cultural shows 
including Indonesian martial 
arts called Pencak Silat, crea-
tive and religious performanc-
es by Indonesian students in 
Pakistan, and theme-based dis-
cussions on crucial issues to 
bring Indonesia and Pakistan 
closer in trade, tourism, and 
investment as well as educa-
tion and religious moderation.   
Many options are available 

during the Expo to elevate 
public awareness about Indo-
nesia. Thousands of enthusi-
astic visitors look enjoyed the 
Expo atmosphere by visiting 
photo booths designed in an 
iconic Indonesian heritage 
background such as Rumah 
Gadang from West Su-
matera Province and the 
Embassy’s vehicle in Paki-
stan’s truck art with Indo-
nesian motifs. Moreover, 

the curious visitors also 
seem interested in reading 
the Indonesian short histo-
ry through a miniature mu-
seum and historical display.
During the main session of 
the Indonesian Independ-
ence Day celebration on 
17 August 2024, the Indo-
nesian Chargé d’Affaires 
(CDA) Mr. Rahmat Hind-
iarta Kusuma highlighted 
the Embassy’s two priority 

areas of diplomacy in Pa-
kistan; stronger economic 
relations and closer peo-
ple-to-people contact. The 
Expo is designed as a fusion 
of commerce and culture to 
portray Indonesia’s dynam-
ic economic growth and 
cultural diversity. “We have 
cordial political and dip-
lomatic relations. In turn, 
we need to translate it into 
more concrete works. In-

donesia has huge potentials 
and opportunities in many 
sectors that the Pakistani 
counterparts can further ex-
plore. The Centaurus as our 
option for current Expo aims 
to bring peoples of the two 
brotherly countries closer,” 
he said in front of Mr. Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas, CEO Centaurus 
as the Expo’s Chief Guest, 
and hundreds of visitors in 
the biggest Mall in Islama-

bad.     In his remarks, Mr. 
Sardar Yasir Ilyas expressed 
his appreciation to the In-
donesian Embassy in Islam-
abad for selecting the Cen-
taurus Mall as the venue for 
the Indonesian Expo 2024. 
“Everyone should learn from 
the Embassy of Indonesia 
for very active diplomacy in 
bringing peoples of the two 
brotherly countries even 
closer. We make the Centau-

rus Mall as a perfect place 
for other foreign missions in 
promoting their respective 
countries in Pakistan. So 
it is expected that all Paki-
stani people can learn from 
other countries such as Indo-
nesia in successfully reach-
ing its great achievement,” 
he said both in English and 
Urdu to transfer as more 
insights as possible to the 
audience.    

Pakistan a Bridge between 
China and the ME

Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: Speakers 
deliberated on the synergy 
between the needs and inter-
ests of China, Middle East-
ern states and Pakistan. The 
speakers expressed their re-
spective views while partici-
pating in an event titled “Chi-
na, Middle East, and the Role 
of Pakistan” organized by the 
Institute of Regional Stud-
ies (IRS). Ms. Nabila Jaffer, 
Research Analyst, leading 
China program at the IRS 
in her introductory remarks 
highlighted the changing 
regional economic and secu-
rity dynamics due to China’s 
relations with the Middle 
East beyond energy sourc-
es. The session discussed 
and explored the growing 
engagement of China in 

the Middle East, backed by 
aligning interests and values. 
This was complemented by 
how Pakistan can facilitate 
integration, collaboration 
and cooperation by lever-
aging pivotal location. The 
key speakers included Prof. 
Azhar Ahmad, senior pro-
fessor of IR, an author and 
commentator; Mr. Shakeel 
Ahmed Ramay, CEO of Asian 
Institute of Eco-civilization, 
Research, and Development 
(AIERD); and Dr. Munawar 
Hussain, faculty member 
at Quaid-i-Azam Universi-
ty.  The event was attended 
by diplomats, researchers, 
academics, journalists and 
students. Speaking on the 
occasion, Prof. Azhar Ahmad 
began by emphasizing the 
historical and anti-imperial-
istic foundations of China’s 
foreign policy, he highlighted 

that China’s role as a medi-
ator for the Global South. 
He highlighted remarkable 
examples such as its medi-
ation efforts for Saudi-Iran 
rapprochement in 2023 and 
recent initiative to unite 14 
Palestinian factions for bring-
ing peace and stability. Prof. 
Ahmad noted that China’s 
trade with the Middle East 
has seen significant growth, 
surpassing that of the Unit-
ed States. He proposed that 
Pakistan, with its strategic 
importance, could help el-
evate the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
into a broader regional ini-
tiative linking China with the 
Middle East, Africa and be-
yond. According to Prof. Ah-
mad, Pakistan, with its cheap 
labour and understanding of 
both Chinese and Middle East-
ern cultures, can help align 

these interests effectively. Dr. 
Munawar Hussain provided 
an in-depth analysis of China 
as a key international actor, 
elaborating on its Middle East 
policy and exploring the po-
tential role that Pakistan can 
play in this context. He por-
trayed China as an ‘old wise 
man’ highlighting its patience 
in foreign policy, its history of 
avoiding colonialization, ad-
hering to a non-interventionist 
policy since the era of Mao 
Zedong, and its primary 
foreign policy aspiration of 
achieving economic wellbe-
ing. Dr. Hussain discussed 
China’s foreign policy shift 
from socialism to neolib-
eralism, aimed at foster-
ing a multipolar world. He 
also noted China’s consistent 
pro-Palestinian stance and its 
position as the largest oil im-
porter from the Middle East. 

Pak honors Chinese 
scientist with Tamgha-

i-Quaid-e-Azam 
ISLAMABAD: Prestigious Tamgha-i-Quaid-e-Azam award 
was bestowed upon Chinese scientist Liu Xinmin for his 
outstanding contribution to bilateral relations and scientific 
advancement. Announcement to this effect was made at a 
ceremony held on the occasion of Pakistan’s 78th Independ-
ence Day, Gwadar Pro reported on Saturday. Professor Liu, 
the Chief Scientist of the Institute of New Drug Technologies 
at Ningbo University and Co-Director of the Sino-Pakistani Co-
operation Centre on Traditional Chinese Medicine (SPCCTC) 
received this national honor in recognition of his pivotal role 
in fostering Sino-Pakistani cooperation in traditional medicine. 
The announcement highlighted Professor Liu’s pioneering 
achievements since he spearheaded the establishment of the 
SPCCTCM in 2021 – the first of its kind in Pakistan at the na-
tional level.  This center has catalyzed fruitful international col-
laborations between over 30 Chinese and Pakistani enterpris-
es engaged in research and development, education, medical 
services, and production of traditional medicine products, par-
ticularly in the fields of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
and Unani Tibb. With Professor Liu’s efforts, partnerships 
were forged between Chinese institutions such as the Institute 
of Medicinal Plant Development and Laboratory Animal Re-
search Institute of the Chinese Academy of Medical Scienc-
es, the Institute of Agricultural Products Processing, Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Hunan University of Chi-
nese Medicine, and the Xinjiang Uygur Medical and Pharma-
ceutical Research Institute,  among others.  These institutions 
collaborated with Pakistani counterparts like the International 
Center for Chemical and Biological Sciences (ICCBS) at the 
University of Karachi, Hamdard University, etc. Together, they 
have accomplished remarkable feats, including authenticating the 
origins of over 20 Pakistani herbal medicines, evaluating the phar-
macological effects of more than 50 components, and publishing 
over 30 academic papers in international journals.—APP
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The Supply Lines War US protectionist craze 
S INCE the beginning of the genocide, questions have been raised about 

the motives of the actors involved. On the Resistance side, Hamas claims 
it is motivated by the desire to release Palestinian prisoners, demand 

the full lifting of the siege imposed on Gaza, and secure concessions from the 
Israeli occupation regarding access to Al-Aqsa Mosque. “Israel” states it aims 
to destroy Hamas and eliminate any potential for its re-emergence. However, 
these local demands are subdued by broader strategic regional and interna-
tional agendas. Internationally, in September 2023, Biden announced the Unit-
ed States’ new vision for the region, dubbed the India–Middle East–Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC). This initiative builds on the normalization accords, 
signed in 2020, which aimed to normalise “Israel’s” relations with several Arab 
countries. The corridor aims to enhance connectivity and economic integration 
between Asia, the Gulf, and Europe. Specifically, the IMEC comprises two cor-
ridors: one connecting India with the Gulf and the other linking the Gulf with 
Europe. These corridors will include a maritime shipping route, a railway land 
route, connectivity pipelines, and data cables. The corridors are expected to se-
cure regional supply chains and increase trade accessibility. The key partners in 
this deal are the US, the EU, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, India, “Israel”, and Jordan. 
Beneath the IMEC façade lies a US attempt to redesign the region’s security 
and trade architecture, ensuring its continued control over trade routes and 
the stability of its military supply lines in the region. Just a few weeks after this 
announcement, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad met with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in China and declared a strategic partnership between the two coun-
tries. This came just a year after Syria joined the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
As part of this partnership, China will support Syria in reconstruction, coun-
ter-terrorism capacity building, and promoting a political settlement of the Syr-
ian issue, following the “Syrian-led, Syrian-owned” principle. The partnership is 
seen as China’s response to the IMEC, aimed at securing its access to the Medi-
terranean Sea and connecting Syria to the BRI trade routes, thereby preventing 
the US from choking China’s maritime access to Europe. Syria supports the 
Belt and Road Initiative, the Global Development Initiative, the Global Security 
Initiative, and the Global Civilization Initiative, and will actively participate in 
them. The Syrian war was intended to block the supply lines of Syria and the 
Axis of Resistance by ensuring the route was obstructed by terrorists in Iraq 
and Syria. Hezbollah’s involvement in the war stemmed partly from its desire 
to secure its supply lines, which it has succeeded in doing in cooperation with 
the Syrian state, despite relentless Israeli attempts to sabotage these efforts 
through airstrikes on the supply line route in Syria and Iraq. The partnership 
with China provides Syria with an additional lever to secure its supply lines 
and maintain connectivity with the rest of the world, in light of continuous 
Western sanctions that have accompanied over 10 years of destructive war. 
A few months before the announcement of the IMEC, an earlier competing 
regional trade arrangement called the Iraq Development Road (IDR) was an-
nounced in May. The IDR is an ongoing project aimed at connecting Asia with 
Europe by establishing a network of railways, roads, ports, and cities. 

I T was during Bill Clinton’s 1992 presidential campaign that Jim Carville, his 
campaign strategist, stole the show with his immortal quip: “It’s the econo-
my, stupid.” Carville may have been right at the time. The US was, after all, 

struggling to recover from a recession, and the quip helped Clinton win the elec-
tion. But, more often than not, economics and trade seem to play a small – even 
peripheral – role in election outcomes. That’s a pity, because much economic 
harm might otherwise have been avoided, and the present battle between Donald 
Trump and Kamala Harris seems set to be no exception. In truth, neither Trump 
nor Harris have spent much time focused on economic issues. Inflation is an 
abiding concern, but as it slips back below 3 per cent, and as the long-predicted 
recession remains elusive, electoral attention could well be distracted elsewhere. 
But, when they have turned to trade and economics, many of their ideas seem at 
best mistaken and at worst potentially harmful. Most worrying is what Maurice 
Obstfeld at the Peterson Institute recently called “a deep distrust of economic 
openness” – a bipartisan consensus that the open trade which has been nurtured 
by the US for the past seven decades is doing more harm than good to the nation. 
Trade liberalisation is no longer recognised as a massive contributor to economic 
growth and poverty reduction worldwide, but perceived as a net negative that is 
harming US manufacturers and workers, as well as the country’s best interests. 
Trump and his trade adviser Robert Lighthizer promise that, if returned to power, 
they would double down on the tariff protections launched in 2018 and then main-
ly targeted at China. Meanwhile, Democrats around President Joe Biden and his 
aspiring heir Harris are rallying to protect US workers and rebuild America as a 
manufacturing superpower – even though the impact is likely in net terms to be 
negative. As a Carnegie Endowment paper published in May concluded, “irrespec-
tive of whether prioritising manufacturing optimises American economic growth, 
there is strong political support for doing so.” Studies have shown that Trump’s 
tariff war – not just against China – has not only cost the US economy dearly, but 
has failed in its overall objective to reduce the US trade deficit, and in particular to 
eliminate the deficit with China. As the US Tax Foundation noted: “Even though 
trade with China fell after the imposition of tariffs, it did not fundamentally 
alter the overall balance of trade.” US Census Bureau data reveals that Ameri-
ca’s global deficit in goods trade amounted to US$1.06 trillion in 2023 – down 
slightly from US$1.18 trillion in 2022, but sharply up from the 2016 deficit of 
US$750 billion. While direct exports from China are down, exports from Indo-
nesia have jumped by 80 per cent, the Philippines by 61 per cent and Vietnam 
by 200 per cent, while China’s exports to the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) as a whole have soared. China accounts for 15.6 per cent of 
Asean trade, compared with 9.8 per cent in 2010, with Asean overtaking the 
US and the European Union to be China’s leading export market in 2023. In 
short, it seems that tariffs have had almost no impact on the overall balance of 
US trade, but have complicated the route Chinese exports follow before they 
arrive in the US. Trump acolytes would argue that the tariffs have generated 
an important new source of revenue and helped to encourage a regeneration 
of domestic manufacturing, but data does not yet support this.
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Army Committed to Restoring Order at All Costs

From unity to division: East Pakistan’s legacy in 
the creation and fragmentation of Pakistan

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T HE focus of the national discourse, for 
better or worse, has shifted from the ci-
vilian leadership—PML(N), PPP, JUI, and 

most importantly, Imran Khan—to the army after 
the high-profile arrest of Lt. General (Retd.) Faiz 
Hameed and his accomplices. These arrests were 
related to charges outlined in a short but fully 
loaded press release by the ISPR, which stated 
that, in connection with the FGCM proceedings 
of Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Faiz Hameed, three retired 
officers are also in military custody for actions 
prejudicial to military discipline. Further investi-
gations into certain retired officers and their ac-
complices for fomenting instability at the behest 
of, and in collusion with, vested political interests 
are ongoing.” This press release opened up an 
entire Pandora’s box and unleashed a genie that 
engulfed the entire nation, reverberating around 
the globe. It immediately took center stage in the 
national discourse, dominating media discussions 
and shifting focus, which had previously revolved 
around the judiciary and PTI on one side, and the 
parliament and establishment government on the 
other. The high-profile arrest and its repercus-
sions triggered a storm of rumors, hearsay, spec-
ulation, and the crafting of numerous scenarios by 
every analyst and commentator.
One analyst, in a moment of emotion, rushed to link 
the May 9 incident with the arrest, claiming that 
the PTI Chief had been instrumental in promoting 
and encouraging mutiny within the army by inciting 
junior officers to rise against the senior leadership. 
He demanded accountability for all serving and re-
tired army officers, as well as the former PTI chair-
man, seemingly forgetting that the former chair-
man’s accountability had been initiated in August 
and is ongoing without any end in sight. Another 
commentator argued that the allegations leveled 
against General Faiz and his accomplices carry no 
political weight, as it is not a crime for a retired 
army officer to meet or establish connections with 
any incarcerated political figure. 
A third analyst painted an even more alarming sce-
nario. He suggested that the entire plan was mas-
terminded by Lt. General Hameed, who identified 
military targets around the country. According to 
this theory, he had cultivated serving officers of 
the armed forces manning these installations and 

planted his own trained people among the mobs 
that attacked them. The idea was to create cha-
os from both inside and outside, leading to the 
replacement of the army leadership loyal to the 
army chief and the establishment of a new order. 
Politicians, in their individual capacities, are also 
trying to settle personal vendettas and advance 
their agendas. Some are attempting to link the en-
tire issue of military indiscipline to former Army 
Chief General (Retd.) Qamar Javed Bajwa, demand-
ing his accountability above all else. They are also 
speculating, with no solid evidence, that since Gen. 
(Retd.) Bajwa was not invited to a recent dinner 
hosted by the army chief for retired officers, he 
may be next in line to face consequences.
Some politicians are taking this opportunity to ar-
gue that there has been accountability for army 
officers, civil servants, and politicians, and that 
now it is time to hold judges accountable, bringing 
to justice those who have violated their oaths and 
judicial codes of conduct.  Others are expressing 
their desire to invoke Article 6 against the PTI 
chairman for allegedly fomenting mutiny within 
the armed forces and calling for the PTI former 
chairman trial under the army courts.  Amongst 
these speculative and mostly unvalidated obser-
vations and imaginary scenarios, let us try to get 
the clarity of the army’s standpoint by decoding 
the ISPR’s Press Release. It used the acronym  
“FGCM” which stands for “Field General Court 
Martial”. It is a type of military court used to try 
members of the armed forces who are accused of 
serious offenses. The Field General Court Martial 
is the highest level of court martial in the military 
justice system, typically dealing with grave charg-
es such as mutiny, treason, desertion, or other 
severe breaches of military law. The proceedings 
are conducted by senior military officers, and the 
court has the authority to impose significant pen-
alties, including imprisonment and even the death 
penalty, depending on the jurisdiction and the na-
ture of the offense. The Press Release used the 
phrase that “three retired officers are in military 
custody for actions “prejudicial to military disci-
pline,” it means that these officers are being held 
by military authorities because they are suspect-
ed of engaging in activities or conduct that under-
mined or harmed the discipline, order, or integ-

rity of the armed forces. Even though they are 
retired, these officers are subjected to military 
law if their actions are deemed serious enough to 
warrant it, especially if those actions took place 
while they were still in service or if the offenses 
are linked to military matters. Being in military 
custody suggests that they are being investigated 
or possibly facing legal proceedings within the 
military justice system for these alleged offenses.
The last para indicated said that, “Further inves-
tigations of certain retired officers and their ac-
complices for fomenting instability at the behest 
of and in collusion with vested political interests 
are continuing”. This means that ongoing inves-
tigations are being conducted into the actions of 
certain retired military officers and their accom-
plices. These investigations focus on their alleged 
involvement in creating or promoting instability, 
such as disorder, unrest, or challenges to the 
established order. The phrase “at the behest of 
and in collusion with vested political interests” 
suggests that these retired officers and their ac-
complices are believed to have acted under the di-
rection or influence of specific political groups or 
individuals who have a particular interest in caus-
ing instability for their own benefit. “Collusion” 
implies that these parties worked together, likely 
in a secretive or deceptive manner, to achieve this 
shared goal of destabilizing the situation.
Now that we have deciphered the press release 
to a large extent, let’s try to put it in proper 
perspective. The entire episode was triggered 
by the events of May 9. The army took action 
against many serving and retired officers soon 
after the incident. This fresh wave of arrests, 
coming nearly a year later, reflects the ongoing 
investigation. According to the press release, all 
individuals—whether civilian or military, retired 
or serving—who masterminded the events of 
May 9, along with those who aided in fomenting 
instability at the behest of and in collusion with 
vested political interests, will eventually be ar-
rested and subjected to punishment commensu-
rate with the severity of their crimes.

Former Press Secretary to the President
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC, CEO, ATV

T HE Indian Sub-Continent’s history is closely linked 
with the independence struggle, nation-building, 
and ensuing complex relations. The contributions 

of East Pakistanis to the Pakistan Movement, the establish-
ment of the All-India Muslim League, and ultimately, the 
founding of Pakistan are sources of immense pride. The 
journey from the concept of a separate Muslim state to its 
actualization was marked by the significant efforts of East 
Pakistani leaders and citizens. Their sacrifices, intellectual 
and political guidance, and steadfast resolve were crucial 
to the movement’s success. A long and illustrious roster 
of East Pakistani personalities and leaders made pivotal 
contributions to this cause, working in concert with their 
West Pakistani counterparts to fulfill the vision of Pakistan.
Prominent leaders from East Pakistan, including Khawa-
ja Nazimuddin, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Khawaja Sal-
imullah, Jogendra Nath Mandal, Abul Hashim and others 
were central to the founding of Tehreek-e-Pakistan, the 
All-India Muslim League, and the realization of Pakistan. 
Khawaja Nazimuddin, a key figure in the Muslim League, 
held the positions of both Governor-General and Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, representing the political ambitions 
of Bengal’s Muslims. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy played 
a vital role in garnering support for the Pakistan Movement 
and subsequently served as Prime Minister. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, known as “Sher-e-Bangla,” contributed to the Lahore 
Resolution, which was pivotal for Pakistan’s foundation. 
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, initially a supporter 
of the Muslim League. Khawaja Salimullah was instrumen-
tal in establishing the All-India Muslim League, uniting the 
Muslims of Bengal around the concept of a separate na-
tion. Jogendra Nath Mandal, advocating for marginalized 
communities, ensured the Pakistan Movement was inclu-
sive. Abul Hashim’s organizational prowess strengthened 
the Muslim League’s presence in Bengal. These leaders, 
among others, played crucial roles in Pakistan’s creation, 
molding its initial political scene and ensuring East Ben-
gal’s voice was heard in the independence struggle.
However, the tragic division of Pakistan into East and West, 
culminating in the creation of Bangladesh in 1971, was not 

merely an unfortunate series of events but the result of a 
deliberate conspiracy. India’s role in this conspiracy cannot 
be understated. From the very beginning, India saw the nas-
cent state of Pakistan as a threat and worked tirelessly to 
weaken it from within. The presence of India, like a hanging 
sword, constantly threatened Pakistan’s integrity, exploiting 
any opportunity to divide and destabilize the country.
India, from the very beginning, proved to be a formidable 
adversary. The seeds of discord were sown early on, as In-
dia took advantage of the geographical and cultural differ-
ences between East and West Pakistan. It skillfully exploit-
ed these differences, poisoning the hearts and minds of the 
people of East Pakistan against their brethren in the West. 
The Indian intelligence agencies were active in East Paki-
stan, fomenting unrest and fueling separatist sentiments.
India’s strategy was multifaceted. Through propaganda, po-
litical maneuvering, and direct intervention, India succeed-
ed in creating a rift that, over time, became irreparable. 
The Indo-Pak war of 1971 was the culmination of years of 
subversive activities and overt hostility. Both sides exhibit-
ed remarkable military prowess, but the outcome was trag-
ic for Pakistan. The country was cleaved in two, with East 
Pakistan becoming the independent state of Bangladesh.
A poignant symbol of this division is the image circulated by 
India and Bangladesh after the war, depicting General A.K. 
Niazi of Pakistan surrendering to Indian General Jagjit Sin-
gh Aurora. This photograph, which became iconic, was not 
merely a record of the event but was used as a tool of psycho-
logical warfare, intended to demoralize Pakistan and cement 
the narrative of Indian superiority and the inevitability of 
Bangladesh’s independence. In Dhaka, a significant statue 
was erected to commemorate a pivotal moment in its histo-
ry—the surrender of Lieutenant General A. A. K. Niazi, the 
commander of the Pakistani forces, to Lieutenant General 
Jagjit Singh Aurora, the commander of the Indian and Bang-
ladeshi forces, on December 16, 1971. It was a constant re-
minder of the defeat and the division that had been imposed 
on Pakistan, a symbol of India’s triumph and Pakistan’s loss.
Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of India, made remarks ac-
knowledging India’s involvement in the independence of Bang-
ladesh during a visit to Dhaka, Bangladesh, on June 7, 2015. 

While speaking at the Bangabandhu International Conference 
Center, Modi recalled India’s support for the Mukti Bahini, the 
Bengali nationalist forces, during the 1971 Bangladesh Libera-
tion War. He specifically mentioned that many Indian soldiers 
fought alongside the Mukti Bahini and acknowledged the role 
India played in supporting the struggle for Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence. This statement was widely interpreted as an admis-
sion of India’s involvement in the events leading up to Bangla-
desh’s independence from Pakistan. Modi’s remarks were part 
of his broader speech where he emphasized the historical ties 
and cooperation between India and Bangladesh.
Now the destruction of the statue based on the image of 
General Niazi’s surrender is a symbolic act that reflects the 
changing attitudes towards this chapter of history. The mon-
ument, which once stood as a testament to the division of 
Pakistan, has now been vandalized, and the walls of hatred 
that it represented have crumbled like sand. This act of de-
struction is not just a physical dismantling of a structure, but 
also a metaphorical breaking down of the barriers of mistrust 
and animosity that have long separated the people of Paki-
stan and Bangladesh. The story of East Pakistan’s role in the 
creation of Pakistan and its eventual separation is a complex 
one, marked by both pride and pain. The people of East Paki-
stan played a crucial role in the establishment of Pakistan, and 
their contributions should never be forgotten. However, the 
division of Pakistan was a tragic outcome, one that was fueled 
by external interference and internal divisions. As we reflect 
on this history, it is important to recognize the lessons it of-
fers. The unity and strength of a nation depend on its ability to 
overcome internal differences and resist external pressures. 
The story of Pakistan’s creation and division is a reminder of 
the importance of national unity and the dangers of external 
interference. Today, as we look back on this chapter of his-
tory, we must remember the sacrifices of those who fought 
for the creation of Pakistan and strive to build a future where 
the mistakes of the past are not repeated. The walls of hatred 
that once divided the people of East and West Pakistan have 
crumbled, and it is up to us to ensure that they are not rebuilt. 
Instead, we must work towards fostering understanding, coop-
eration, and unity among all the people of the region, so that 
the tragic events of 1971 are never repeated.

Some politicians are taking 
this opportunity to argue that 
there has been accountability 

for army officers, civil 
servants, and politicians, 
and that now it is time to 
hold judges accountable, 

bringing to justice those who 
have violated their oaths and 

judicial codes of conduct.  
Others are expressing their 
desire to invoke Article 6 
against the PTI chairman 
for allegedly fomenting 

mutiny within the armed 
forces and calling for the PTI 
former chairman trial under 
the army courts.  Amongst 

these speculative and mostly 
unvalidated observations 
and imaginary scenarios, 

let us try to get the clarity...

Narendra Modi, the Prime 
Minister of India, made 
remarks acknowledging 

India’s involvement in the 
independence of Bangladesh 

during a visit to Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, on June 7, 

2015. While speaking at the 
Bangabandhu International 
Conference Center, Modi 
recalled India’s support 
for the Mukti Bahini, the 
Bengali nationalist forces, 

during the 1971 Bangladesh 
Liberation War. He 

specifically mentioned 
that many Indian soldiers 

fought alongside the Mukti 
Bahini and acknowledged 

the role India played...
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P akistan Shaheens lost to Adelaide 
Strikers by 30 runs in the semi-final of 

the Top End T20 series at the DXC Arena 
in Darwin on Sunday. The Shaheens’ im-
pressive run in the series came to an end 
with a semi-final defeat as the 198-run tar-
get turned out to be too big for them.
Chasing the target, the Shaheens suffered 
early blows as they lost four wickets in 
the powerplay with Sahibzada Farhan (2), 
captain Mohammad Haris (19), Omair bin 
Yousuf (7) and Mohammad Irfan Khan (1) 
all returning to the pavilion without scoring 
big. Usman Khan (32 off 20) and Mubasir 
Khan (18 off 12) provided some crucial 
runs to the struggling Pakistani side but 
both ended up losing their wickets and the 
Shaheens were soon 96-7 in 11.1 overs.
Mohammad Abbas Afridi scored a brilliant 
half-century, 54 off 29 with five fours and 

three sixes, but the right-handed batter’s 
efforts went in vain as the Green Shirts 
were all out for 167 runs in 18.1 overs.
For the Strikers, Liam Scott bagged three, 
Jordan Buckingham and Lloyd Pope got 
two, while Tim Oakley, Tom O Connell and 
Noah McFadyen picked one wicket each.
Earlier in the first innings, after being asked 
to bat first, the Strikers suffered early blows 
as their top-order batters — Harry Matthias, 
Connell and Scott — lost their wickets. How-
ever, it was Jake Winter’s explosive 104-run 
innings that guided the Strikers to the mas-
sive total. Meanwhile, down the order, Harry 
Manenti scored 52 runs on 32 balls with 10 
boundaries. For the Shaheens, Abbas Afri-
di got three while Faisal Akram bagged two 
wickets. The Shaheens played a total of seven 
matches in the Top End T20 series where 
they won five encounters and lost two.

Pakistan Shaheens fall in Top End T20 semi-final
Adelaide Strikers’ 198-run target turned out to be too big for Mohammad Haris’ side

Briefs
Crackdown 

on power 
thieves 

ordered: PM
From Page 01

the Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) re-
garding the transfer of 
agricultural tube wells in 
Balochistan to solar energy. 
The meeting was further in-
formed that a package was 
being prepared regarding 
the acknowledgment of of-
ficers who had shown good 
performance. The meeting 
was attended by Minister 
for Planning Ahsan Iqbal, 
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Ahad Khan Cheema, 
Minister for Power Awais 
Khan Leghari and other of-
ficers of the relevant minis-
tries and divisions.

Govt taking 
steps to 

increase...
From Page 01

highlighted concerns about 
the security and stability of 
the sector due to increased 
circular debt. Deputy PM 
directed the relevant au-
thorities to resolve the 
issue of circular debts in 
the power sector on prior-
ity.  Private sector mem-
bers of the committee also 
expressed their concerns 
regarding the downstream 
gas sector and stressed the 
need to open up the sector 
to private companies to im-
prove its sustainability.

Imran 
‘decides’ 
to hold...
From Page 01

hold a public gathering. 
However, Islamabad Chief 
Commissioner Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa later sus-
pended the no objection 
certificate (NOC) citing the 
beginning of the month of 
Muharram and security con-
cerns along with complaints 
lodged by the local people. 
Subsequently, the party 
moved the IHC seeking con-
tempt of court proceedings 
against those responsible for 
the suspension of the NOC. 
After the PTI’s plea was 
disposed of by the court, 
the party then once again 
sought the district admin-
istration’s permission for a 
public meeting on August 13 
in the federal capital.

Gilani urges 
stability and 

unity...
From Page 01

to the creation of Pakistan,” 
he noted. He claimed that 
his father was present dur-
ing the Lahore Resolution 
held in 1940. The Chairman 
Senate stressed the need for 
collective efforts to stabilize 
Pakistan both economical-
ly and politically. He men-
tioned that while his party 
is ready to offer constructive 
advice to the government, 
the priority should be to pro-
vide relief to the people, who 
are currently facing signifi-
cant hardships. “The public 
cannot bear much more,” 
Gilani added, emphasizing 
the urgency of addressing 
the economic challenges 
facing the country.

Tarar 
accuses PTI 

of anti...
From Page 01

journalists across the east-
ern border and decisions to 
bring extremist elements 
back via the western bor-
der, represents a severe be-
trayal of national interests. 
He asserted that Hasan’s 
communication with an In-
dian journalist, known for 
anti-Pakistan sentiments, has 
further revealed PTI’s dis-
loyalty to the country.  The 
information minister assert-
ed that PTI, funded by for-
eign sources, has previously 
damaged Pakistan’s foreign 
policy through controversial 
diplomatic channels and is 
now jeopardising national in-
tegrity by relying on foreign 
patrons. The minister point-
ed out that Hasan’s interac-
tion with the Indian journal-
ist mirrored PTI’s broader 
agenda of undermining Pa-
kistan’s sovereignty. He sug-
gested that this aligns with 
the attacks on May 9 and par-
ty’s Islamabad-based social 
media cell, which has been 
implicated in anti-army prop-
aganda with links to India.

SA surpass Pakistan in WTC 
standings with win over WI 

The Proteas won the two-Test series 1-0 as the first match ended as a draw
Sports Desk

Cape Town: South Africa de-
feated West Indies by 40 runs in 
the final Test of the two-match se-
ries at the Providence Stadium on 
Sunday. The Proteas moved to the 
fifth spot in the WTC points table 
with 28 points, while Pakistan 
dropped to sixth with 22 points.
Set a challenging target of 263 
after fast bowler Jayden Seales’ 
Test-best figures of six for 61 
dismissed the Proteas for 246 in 
their second innings in the morn-
ing session, the home team lost 
wickets at regular intervals to be 
dismissed for 222.
In a cruel twist of fate, Seales was 
the last wicket to fall just minutes 
before the scheduled close of 
play. He fell to man of the series 
Keshav Maharaj who claimed his 
13th wicket of the two-match duel 
via a short-leg catch by David Bed-
ingham. The win extended South 
Africa’s unbeaten Test series run 
against the West Indies from the 
first-ever series meeting between 
the two teams in 1998/99 when 
Shaun Pollock’s men demolished 
the visitors led by Brian Lara 5-0.
West Indies had defeated South 
Africa in a one-off encounter in 
Barbados in 1992, their first-ev-
er official Test encounter which 

marked the Africans’ return to 
the Test fold after 22 years in 
isolation because of the country’s 
apartheid policy. Maharaj’s left-
arm orthodox spin earned him 
figures of three for 37. Kagiso 
Rabada shared bowling honours 
in the innings with three for 50, 
leaving the 29-year-old fast bowler 
one wicket away from claiming 
300 victims in Tests. “For a team 
that is in a transition phase we 

really did well to come away with 
this success,” said a delighted Ma-
haraj, whose three wickets lifted 
him one above Hugh Tayfield’s 
170 as the most successful spin-
ner in South Africa’s Test history.
South Africa’s only period of 
anxiety came during a 77-run 
seventh-wicket partnership be-
tween Gudakesh Motie, who top-
scored with a Test-best effort of 
45 and wicketkeeper-batsman 

Joshua da Silva (27). They lifted 
their team from the depths of 
104 for six in mid-afternoon but 
the reintroduction of Maharaj 
brought the vital breakthroughs 
when he trapped Motie and da 
Silva lbw in successive overs.
Follow us on our Official 
WhatsApp channel: 
Bavuma then held a stunning leap-
ing catch at mid-on off Shamar 
Joseph to give Rabada his 299th 

Test wicket before Maharaj com-
pleted the job despite a few lusty 
blows at the other end by Jomel 
Warrican (25 not out).
Wiaan Mulder took the man of 
the match award, the seam bowl-
ing all-rounder making the most 
of a rare opportunity to play Test 
cricket by claiming six wickets in 
the match and also contributing 
an important 34 runs in the sec-
ond innings. Mulder’s was the 
first wicket to fall at the start of 
the day when Warrican had him 
leg-before. After that, it was the 
Seales show as he ripped through 
the lower order to claim the sec-
ond five-wicket innings haul of his 
fledgling Test career.
For West Indies captain Kraigg 
Brathwaite, one of Mulder’s two 
wickets in the innings, the fate of 
the match hinged on the failure 
of the batting line-up in the first 
innings. “We did well to dismiss 
them for 160 but then didn’t put 
up enough runs in reply. That was 
crucial,” he emphasised.
“Our mindset today was to 
have intent at the crease and 
even though myself and the 
other top-order batters didn’t 
deliver, it was good to see the 
fight from Motie and others 
lower down the order.”The 
first Test in Trinidad last week 
ended in a rain-affected draw.

Australia have ‘unfinished 
business’ with India: Lyon

Sydney: Australia last won a Test series against India in 2014-15 and star spinner Nathan Lyon believes that the 
Aussies have 10 years of “unfinished business” with them. Australia won the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 2-0 in 2014-
15 and since then, they lost 2-1 in 2016-17, 2018-19, 2020-21 and 2022-23. Even though the Aussies have won the 
World Test Championship title, the current generation is yet to taste a Test series win against India. “It’s been ten 
years of unfinished business, it’s been a long time, and I know we’re extremely hungry to turn things around espe-
cially here at home,” Lyon said. “Don’t get me wrong, India is an absolute superstar side and 
extremely challenging but I’m extremely hungry to turn things around and make sure 
we get that trophy back. “Feel like we are a different team to a couple of years 
ago, we are on a journey of becoming a great Australian cricket team. We’re 
definitely not there but we are along that journey and have been playing 
some decent cricket.” Lyon praised the way India managed to keep on 
finding world-class players while mentioning Yashasvi Jaisal among 
the most recent findings. “I haven’t come across him [Jaiswal] yet, but 
that will be a massive challenge for all us bowlers,” he said. “The 
way he played against England, I watched that quite closely and 
thought that was quite amazing. I had some really good chats with 
Tom Hartley about different ways he went about it to different guys 
which I found quite interesting.” “I love talking about cricket, so if I can 
talk to someone who has played Test cricket I might be able to pick up some-
thing I’m not aware of. There’s so much knowledge floating around this game that 
we can always tap into.” “There are quite a few players who have never beaten India in a 
Test series. It’s quite astounding to say that,” he said. “That’s one we need to tick off, definitely, in particular at 
home - we should pretty much win every series here at home. India will tour Australia to play a five-match Test 
series which will begin in late November and will continue till January 2025.  The series will start in Perth on 
November 22 and Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, and Sydney will host the remaining four matches. – Agencies

Internet 
neither 

blocked...
From Page 01

the minister blamed the use 
of virtual private network 
(VPN) by internet users as 
the reason “their phones” 
slowed down. “I can swear 
that the government of Pa-
kistan did not block the in-
ternet or slow it down,” said 
Khawaja while addressing a 
press conference in Islam-
abad today, acknowledging 
the public’s outrage over 
the intermittent internet 
issues. The minister said 
that the government talked 
to experts and tried to fig-
ure out the situation day 
and night. She added that 
some applications were 
not downloading so people 
used VPN. “Turning VPN 
on slows down the phone.” 
The minister’s statement 
comes after millions across 
the country continue to 
face trouble accessing inter-
net services due to limited 
connectivity, particularly 
while using mobile data in 
some regions. Several ex-
perts, including Wireless 
and Internet Service Pro-
viders Association of Paki-
stan (WISPAP), blamed the 
phenomenon on increased 
security and surveillance 
owing to the installation of 
a firewall in the country to 
control unwanted content 
from reaching a wider au-
dience. Earlier this week, 
Khawaja had defended its 
decision to enforce an inter-
net firewall terming it a cy-
bersecurity measure “that 
every country in the world 
takes”. “Look at the cyber-
security attacks being car-
ried out on the country and 
the world as well. With the 
evolution of cybersecurity 
threats, states need to have 
a better capability to ensure 
that the threats are [well] 
responded to,” she said 
on Thursday. The minister 
maintained she is in contact 
with IT authorities regard-
ing internet issues. “There 
will be a meeting on the 
issue of Internet next week 
as well.’ Revealing govern-
ment efforts to tackle the 
issue, Khawaja said that 
four more internet cables 
are being laid in Pakistan to 
increase internet connectiv-
ity. Before addressing the 
internet slow down issue 
during the presser, the min-
ister informed journalists 
that the government is set 
to introduce 5G spectrum 
in the country in 2025. 
“5G will provide the fast-
est internet,” she said. She 
added that Islamabad has 
laid foundation stones for 
IT Parks in Islamabad and 
Karachi, which will create 
more than 10,000 jobs and 
millions of dollars will be 
earned. “IT parks are being 
built with the help of South 
Korea,” said Khawaja.

Nawaz, 
CM Maryam 

meet 
British HC

From Page 01
The CM also urged the in-
vestment by British institu-
tions in the Nawaz Sharif IT 
City. “Punjab has entered in 
an era of digitization and in 
Lahore, the Nawaz IT City 
and Twin Towers Project 
have been achieving pro-
gress at a fast pace,” she 
said. She also appreciated 
the cooperation between 
two countries in the fields 
of education and health. 

8 killed as 
heavy rains 

batter ...
From Page 01

Flash floods triggered by the 
heavy rains damaged houses 
and crops besides washing 
away roads and bridges in 
different areas. In addition to 
this, the roofs and boundary 
walls of several houses also 
collapsed. At least, 10 people 
were injured in rain-related 
incidents in different parts of 
Balochistan. In Chaman, flash 
floods washed away a railway 
track and damaged another 
one in Noshki, cutting the 
rail link between Pakistan 
and Iran. Scattered rains 
also drenched Lahore on 
Saturday while the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department 
(PMD) had forecast cloudy 
weather with chances of rain 
for the next 24 hours. Faisal-
abad received 131 millimetres 
of rain, a day earlier, which 
turned the harsh and sizzling 
weather into a pleasant one 
and turned the low-lying areas 
into knee-deep water ponds. 
WASA spokesperson said that 
a maximum 131mm of rain 
was recorded in Madina Town 
while Allama Iqbal Colony 
witnessed 79mm rain, Dogar 
Basti 74mm, Gulistan Colony 
78mm and Ghulam Muham-
mad Abad area 91mm rain.

PCB shifts second BD Test 
from Karachi to Rawalpindi

The second Test will be played at the Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium from August 30

DNA

Rawalpindi: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) on Sunday confirmed 
that the second Test between Paki-
stan and Bangladesh has been shift-
ed from Karachi to Rawalpindi. The 
second Test between the two sides is 
scheduled to begin on August 30 and 
the decision to shift it was taken due 
to the ongoing renovation work at the 
National Stadium Karachi.
“The decision has been taken after 
consultation with construction ex-
perts, all stakeholders were consult-
ed,” said PCB. “The Test in Karachi 
was to be held without spectators, 
which will not be the case in Rawal-
pindi. “Additionally, the dust from the 
construction work could also affect 
the health and well-being of the play-
ers, officials, broadcasters, and me-
dia.” The National Stadium Karachi is 
being upgraded for the 2025 Champi-
ons Trophy and the PCB is fully com-
mitted to getting everything done be-
fore the ICC event commences.
The Test matches between Pakistan 
and Bangladesh will be played as 
part of the World Test Championship 
(WTC) 2023-25 as both teams are ea-
ger to perform and strengthen their 
position on the WTC points table.

Meanwhile, The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) on Sunday confirmed 
that they will be using Kookaburra 
balls for the upcoming Test series 
against Bangladesh which is set to be-
gin on August 21 in Rawalpindi.
The Test matches between Pakistan 
and Bangladesh will be played as 
part of the World Test Championship 
(WTC) 2023-25 as both teams are ea-
ger to perform and strengthen their 
position on the WTC points table.
The PCB, in a presser, confirmed 
that for the upcoming domestic sea-
son, they will use Duke balls while 
for international matches, Kookabur-
ra will come in place. “The PCB has 
announced that Duke balls will be 
used for all seniors red-ball domestic 
events. Aceline and Grays will be the 
local brand of cricket balls that will be 
utilised for pathways and grassroots 
cricket, including the U15, U17, U19 
tournaments, schools, universities, 
clubs, and inter-district competitions,” 
the PCB said in a press release.
“For the domestic 50-over and T20 
competitions, the PCB will continue 
to use Kookaburra cricket balls, main-
taining consistency with internation-
al standards, as all white-ball cricket 
worldwide, including ICC events, is 
played with Kookaburra balls.
Pakistan have to host a total of seven 

Test matches in the next few months 
and the PCB will use Kookaburra balls. 
“For the seven ICC World Test Cham-
pionship fixtures, the PCB has decided 
to use Kookaburra cricket balls. These 
matches include two Tests against Bang-
ladesh, three Tests against England, 
and two Tests against the West Indies. 
According to ICC World Test Champion-
ship playing conditions, the home board 
has the prerogative to decide on the 
brand of cricket balls to be used.”
Squads: Pakistan: Shan Masood 
(captain), Saud Shakeel, Aamir Jamal 
(subject to fitness), Abdullah Shafique, 
Abrar Ahmed (not in first Test), Babar 
Azam, Kamran Ghulam (not in first 
Test), Khurram Shahzad, Mir Hamza, 
Mohammad Ali, Muhammad Hurraira, 
Mohammad Rizwan, Naseem Shah, 
Saim Ayub, Salman Ali Agha, Sarfaraz 
Ahmed, Shaheen Shah Afridi.
Bangladesh: Najmul Hossain Shanto 
(captain), Mahmudullah, Zakir Hasan, 
Shadman Islam, Mominul Haque, 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Shakib Al Hasan. 
Litton Das, Mehidy Hasan Miraz, Taijul 
Islam, Nazmul Hossain, Nurul Hasan, 
Ebadot Hossain, Hasan Mahmud, 
Taskin Ahmed and Khaled Ahmed.
Series schedule: 1st Test: August 
21 - 25 @ Pindi Cricket Stadium, 
2nd Test: August 30 - 4 September 
@ Pindi Cricket Stadium.

Man Utd’s plan for 
De Jong signing 

suffer blow
London: Manchester United’s already slim hopes of sign-
ing Frenkie de Jong this summer have been further dashed 
by Ilkay Gundogan’s desire to leave Barcelona, Sport re-
ported on Sunday. Barcelona are keen to reduce their wage 
bill this summer as they integrate new signing Dani Olmo 
into their squad. However, the idea of losing both Gundog-
an and De Jong seems highly improbable.
United manager Erik ten Hag, who previously worked with 
De Jong at Ajax, has been linked with a reunion on multiple 
occasions. He has already brought former Ajax duo Mat-
thijs de Ligt and Noussair Mazraoui to Old Trafford, both 
of whom featured in the opening-day victory over Fulham.
It now seems unlikely that De Jong will be the third to join. 
There were always doubts about the credibility of the latest 
reports linking the Dutch international with a move, but 
the talk of Gundogan’s departure appears more substantial.
According to the publication, the German international has 
informed Barcelona’s top brass that he wishes to leave this 
summer, despite impressing in his debut season with the 
club. However, manager Hansi Flick remains cautiously op-
timistic that the player will stay. Gundogan, who joined on 
a free transfer from Manchester City last summer, featured 
in 36 of the team’s 38 league games. He scored five league 
goals and provided four assists in the Champions League, 
helping Barcelona reach the quarter-finals.
It has been a summer of change at Camp Nou, with Flick 
replacing Xavi as manager, and the club appear ready to let 
high-earner Gundogan depart if a suitable offer is made. Earli-
er reports suggested a move to Turkey or Saudi Arabia could 
be on the cards, but both player and club are still waiting on 
that front. Meanwhile, another midfielder linked with United 
has completed a move elsewhere. France international Yous-
souf Fofana, who was reportedly considered as an alternative 
to Manuel Ugarte for the defensive midfield role, has chosen 
to join AC Milan. “It had a big effect when it came time 
for my decision,” Fofana said after joining the Rossoneri. 
“When the Club is looking for you like AC Milan was look-
ing for me, it’s obvious you want to go there. – Agencies

HR abuses in...
From Page 01

women and girls is widespread and systematic, amounting 
to crimes against humanity, including the crime of gender 
persecution. The situation is so severe that many Afghans, 
especially women, say the situation can be best described 
as ‘gender apartheid.’ Despite this, Taliban officials have 
insisted the situation of women and girls is an ‘internal’ 
matter. Whatever are the claims and stances on the part of 
Taliban and their “visible and invisible” patrons but the fact 
is that they converted Afghanistan into a “BIG PRISON” 
where the inmates are safe but their lives are at mercy of 
rulers. Despite adopting or following patience and restrain 
policies, even the regional countries are reluctant in having 
friendly and cordial relations with Afghanistan due to UN 
pressures. In last three years, over 0.7 million have made 
good their flee towards western and European world. Mil-
lions of others not only those waiting for chances in neigh-
bouring South and Central Asian states but also in Arab 
world are in hunt of flee to western world for their survival.
Compare to 90’s, the internal situation of Afghanistan is 
hostile for those who either remained part of US backed 
Afghan War or Western-world supported democratic 
process. One can disagree but the fact is this that the 
US lead allies through Doha Accord achieved what they 
didn’t through 2001 War on Terror and 1988 Geneva Ac-
cord. Prior to Taliban entrance in Kabul, Pakistan had 
also played an important role in remaining very honest 
and sincere inheritance to British Colonial rulers’ fa-
mous strategic policies of “divide and rule.” 
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The book “Geopolitical Conflicts:  A 
Quest to Understand the Struggle of 
Influence” represents an extensive 
collection of topics related to global 
geopolitics and international rela-
tions, encompassing major powers 
like the U.S., China, Russia and sig-
nificant regional players such as Pa-
kistan, India, Iran and Saudi Arabia. 
This analysis will critically assess the 
overarching themes, key points and 
possible implications presented in 
these articles. The collection of arti-
cles, which have already appeared in 
a diverse array of both national and 
international newspapers, now finds 
itself assembled in this volume. The 
intent of this book is to furnish the 
reader with a broad and deep compre-
hension of the geopolitical conflicts 
that are currently unfolding across 
the globe. By bringing together these 
writings into one singular compendi-
um, the book aspires to be a definitive 
resource, offering insights into the 
intricate and often volatile nature of 
global power struggles. It is designed 
to serve as an indispensable guide for 
those seeking to grasp the complexi-
ties of international relations, provid-
ing a unified narrative that elucidates 
the causes, developments and impli-
cations of these conflicts. Whether 
the reader is a student of history, a 
scholar of political science, or simply 
an informed citizen, this work aims to 
illuminate the undercurrents of glob-
al discord, all within the confines of 
a single, accessible volume. Here is 
short review of these articles.
AUKUS Alliance and China 
The AUKUS alliance, a trilateral secu-
rity pact between Australia, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United States, 
is a strategic move aimed at coun-
tering China’s growing influence in 
the Indo-Pacific region. This alliance 
reflects the intensification of the U.S. 
strategy of containment towards Chi-
na. The alliance’s focus on military co-
operation, particularly in submarine 
technology, signals a shift towards 
more direct military counterbalances 
to China’s maritime expansion. While 
AUKUS aims to maintain a balance of 
power in the region, it could exacer-
bate tensions with China, leading to 
a more polarized Indo-Pacific. Addi-
tionally, the alliance might push China 
to strengthen its military alliances, 
potentially destabilizing the region 
further.
Pak-Russia Relationship The evolving 
relationship between Pakistan and 
Russia marks a significant shift in 

the geopolitical landscape of South 
Asia. Historically, these two countries 
had minimal cooperation due to Cold 
War alignments. However, recent de-
velopments, including joint military 
exercises and energy deals, highlight 
a growing partnership. While this re-
lationship could provide Pakistan with 
strategic leverage, especially given its 
strained ties with the U.S., it could 
also complicate its relations with oth-
er key players like India and China. 
Russia’s balancing act between India 
and Pakistan will be crucial to ob-
serve. Chinese Foreign Policy towards 
Pakistan & India China’s foreign pol-
icy towards Pakistan and India is 
characterized by a delicate balancing 
act. With Pakistan, China maintains a 
“strategic partnership” largely driven 
by the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), which is a cornerstone 
of China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI). In contrast, with India, China’s 
relationship is marked by competition 
and periodic tensions, particularly 
over border disputes. China’s dual 
approach risks pushing India closer 
to the U.S. and other Quad members, 
potentially leading to a more robust 
anti-China coalition in Asia. Moreover, 
China’s deepening ties with Pakistan 
could further strain Sino-Indian re-
lations, especially in the context of 
military and economic competition. 
Twisting of US Foreign Policy The 
article likely discusses the evolving 
nature of U.S. foreign policy, which 
has seen significant shifts, particular-
ly under recent administrations. The 
U.S. has moved from a focus on global 
leadership to a more isolationist or 
transactional approach, depending on 
the administration. This inconsisten-
cy in U.S. foreign policy can lead to 
uncertainty among allies and rivals 
alike, undermining long-term strate-
gic objectives. The “twisting” of pol-
icies might result in a loss of global 
influence for the U.S., especially if 
allies perceive the U.S. as an unreli-
able partner. China-Russia: A Strange 
Case in Central Asia The relationship 
between China and Russia in Central 
Asia is complex, with both countries 
having significant but sometimes con-
flicting interests. Russia sees Central 
Asia as its traditional sphere of influ-
ence, while China has been expanding 
its economic footprint through initia-
tives like the BRI.  The Sino-Russian 
partnership in Central Asia is often 
characterized as one of convenience 
rather than genuine strategic align-
ment. The competition for influence 
could eventually lead to friction, par-
ticularly as China’s economic power 
grows in a region historically dominat-

ed by Russia.
Strategic Vista of Gwadar
Gwadar, a deep-sea port in Pakistan, 
is a key component of the CPEC and 
holds strategic importance for both 
Pakistan and China. It provides China 
with direct access to the Arabian Sea 
and is intended to be a major hub in 
the BRI. While Gwadar’s development 
is touted as beneficial for Pakistan’s 
economy, it also raises concerns about 
Pakistan’s increasing dependency on 
China. Moreover, the militarization of 
the port could heighten tensions with 
neighboring countries, particularly 
India and the U.S.  Arab Gulf States 
and the United States The relation-
ship between the Arab Gulf states and 
the U.S. is one of mutual dependence, 
primarily centered on energy security 
and military cooperation. However, 
recent years have seen some Gulf 
States, like Saudi Arabia, exploring 
foreign policies that are more auton-
omous. The evolving dynamics in this 
relationship could lead to a recalibra-
tion of U.S. influence in the region. 
As Gulf States seek to diversify their 
international partnerships, the U.S. 
might find its traditional leverage in 
the region diminishing.
 The Balance of Power between Iran 
and the Arab World The balance of 
power between Iran and the Arab 
world, particularly Saudi Arabia, is 
a central theme in Middle Eastern 
geopolitics. The rivalry is character-
ized by proxy conflicts in countries 
like Yemen, Syria and Iraq. The 
persistent rivalry between Iran and 
the Arab states, particularly Saudi 
Arabia, threatens regional stability. 
Efforts to shift this balance, wheth-
er through military means or diplo-
macy, could have far-reaching impli-
cations for the broader Middle East. 
Saudi Arabia and Iran: Eager to Re-
duce Bilateral and Regional Tension  
This article likely discusses recent 
diplomatic efforts between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran to reduce tensions, 
possibly including the China-bro-
kered agreement to restore diplo-
matic relations. While these efforts 
are a positive step towards regional 
stability, deep-seated mistrust and 
conflicting interests could under-
mine long-term peace. The success 
of these initiatives will depend on 
sustained diplomatic engagement 
and mutual concessions China-In-
dia Military Tension The ongoing 
military tension between China 
and India, particularly in regions 
like Ladakh, has been a significant 
issue for years. This section likely 
discusses the strategic and geopolit-
ical implications of these tensions, 

including the potential for conflict, 
the impact on regional stability and 
the role of other powers, such as the 
United States and Russia, in medi-
ating or exacerbating the situation. 
The historical context, including the 
1962 Sino-Indian War, may also be 
relevant in understanding the con-
temporary dynamics.  The Growing 
Influence of SCO The Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO) has 
become increasingly influential in 
the Eurasian region. This section 
likely explores the SCO’s role in pro-
moting regional security, economic 
cooperation and political alignment 
among its member states, including 
China, Russia and several Central 
Asian countries. The analysis might 
consider how the SCO’s growing in-
fluence affects global power struc-
tures, especially in relation to West-
ern powers.
 Central Asia: Potential and Oppor-
tunities of Investment Central Asia 
is rich in natural resources, making 
it an attractive region for invest-
ment. This section likely discusses 
the potential economic opportuni-
ties in countries like Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan and 
the challenges that come with in-
vesting in these markets, such as 
political instability, corruption and 
underdeveloped infrastructure. The 
role of major powers, particularly 
China and Russia, in shaping the 
investment landscape might also be 
examined. The Elusive Strategy of 
China
China’s foreign policy and strategic 
objectives are often perceived as 
opaque and multifaceted. This sec-
tion likely investigates into China’s 
strategic moves on the global stage, 
including its Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), military modernization and 
diplomatic engagements. The analy-
sis might focus on how China’s strat-
egies are perceived by other global 
powers and their implications for glob-
al stability.  Geopolitical Reality of Ma-
jor Powers This section likely discuss-
es the current geopolitical realities 
faced by major powers, such as the 
United States, Russia, China and the 
European Union. The analysis might 
cover topics such as power projection, 
military alliances, economic influence 
and the challenges posed by emerging 
powers and non-state actors. The Hy-
brid Geopolitics and Contemporary 
Geopolitical Landscape of the World 
Hybrid geopolitics refers to the blend-
ing of traditional military power with 
non-military tools, such as cyber war-
fare, economic coercion and informa-
tion manipulation. This section likely 

explores how these tactics are reshap-
ing the global geopolitical landscape, 
making conflicts more complex and 
multifaceted. The discussion might 
also consider the role of technology in 
modern warfare and the challenges of 
addressing hybrid threats.  Palestine 
Issue and World
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict re-
mains one of the most protracted and 
contentious issues in international re-
lations. This section likely examines 
the ongoing struggles for Palestinian 
statehood, the role of major powers in 
the conflict and the broader implica-
tions for Middle Eastern stability and 
global security. The analysis might 
also touch on the humanitarian aspect 
and the impact of the conflict on re-
gional politics.
 Tajikistan is flourishing
Tajikistan, one of the smaller and less 
economically developed Central Asian 
countries, has seen some growth in 
recent years. This section likely dis-
cusses the factors contributing to 
Tajikistan’s development, such as for-
eign investment, infrastructure pro-
jects and regional cooperation. The 
challenges facing the country, includ-
ing political instability and economic 
dependency, might also be addressed.
 Violation of Human Rights in Jammu 
and Kashmir
The situation in Jammu and Kashmir 
is a highly sensitive and controversial 
issue, particularly in the context of 
India-Pakistan relations. This section 
likely discusses alleged human rights 
violations in the region, the impact of 
India’s policies on the local population 
and the international community’s re-
sponse. The analysis might also con-
sider the historical context and the 
role of regional and global powers in 
the conflict.
The Hindu Nationalist Regime & the 
Muslim Minority in India
The rise of Hindu nationalism in In-
dia has raised concerns about the 
treatment of the country’s Muslim 
minority. This section likely explores 
the political and social dynamics of Hin-
du nationalism, its impact on India’s 
secular fabric and the implications for 
communal harmony and human rights. 
The analysis might also consider the 
international community’s response to 
these developments.
An Evaluation of US Strategy Towards 
Taliban-Controlled Afghanistan
Following the US withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan and the subsequent Taliban 
takeover, the US strategy towards 
Afghanistan has been under scrutiny. 
This section likely evaluates the effec-
tiveness of US policies, the challenges 
of engaging with the Taliban and the 

broader implications for regional se-
curity and counterterrorism efforts. 
The analysis might also consider the 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan 
and the role of other regional powers.
 Taiwan: Potential Flashpoint between 
China and US
Taiwan remains one of the most sensi-
tive and potentially explosive issues in 
US-China relations. This section likely 
discusses the strategic importance 
of Taiwan, the potential for conflict 
between China and the US and the 
broader implications for regional sta-
bility and global security. The analysis 
might also consider the role of other 
regional actors, such as Japan and 
South Korea, in the Taiwan issue.
Iran-Saudi Deal: A New Dawn Breaks 
in Persian Gulf
The reconciliation between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia has the potential to re-
shape the geopolitics of the Persian 
Gulf. This section likely explores the 
motivations behind the deal, its impli-
cations for regional security and the 
impact on global energy markets. The 
analysis might also consider the role 
of external powers, such as the US 
and China, in facilitating or reacting 
to this development.
China’s Increasing Role in Persian 
Gulf: Implications for Regional Secu-
rity China’s growing presence in the 
Persian Gulf, particularly through 
its economic investments and diplo-
matic engagements, has significant 
implications for regional security. 
This section likely discusses how 
China’s involvement affects the 
balance of power in the region, the 
responses of traditional powers like 
the US and the potential for conflict 
or cooperation. Pakistan in the Era 
of Global Geopolitical Shifts Paki-
stan finds itself at a crossroads in a 
rapidly changing geopolitical land-
scape. This section likely discusses 
Pakistan’s strategic challenges and 
opportunities, its relationships with 
major powers like China, the US 
and Russia and its role in regional 
security, particularly in relation to 
Afghanistan and India. The analysis 
also consider Pakistan’s domestic 
challenges and it intersect with its 
foreign policy. Conclusion The var-
ious sections of the book are high-
lighting the interconnectedness of 
global and regional geopolitics. It 
might emphasize the complexity 
of contemporary geopolitical chal-
lenges and the need for nuanced 
and strategic approaches to address 
them. The conclusion could also of-
fer recommendations for policymak-
ers on how to navigate the evolving 
geopolitical landscape.
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Briefs
SA deports 
95 Libyans

 from military 
camp

JOHANNESBURG: Nine-
ty-five Libyans found at a 
suspected military camp in 
South Africa’s northeast in 
July would be deported back 
to their country on Sunday, 
the home affairs ministry 
said. The Libyan men have 
been detained since July 
26 when police raided the 
remote training camp near 
the town of White River 
about 360 kilometers (220 
miles) east of Johannes-
burg. “They are scheduled 
to leave South Africa from 
the Kruger Mpumalanga 
International Airport this 
morning in a flight that has 
been paid for by the Libyan 
Government,” the home af-
fairs ministry said in a state-
ment. Police had said the 
men entered South Africa 
in April on visas issued for 
training as security guards. 
However, police suspected 
they were receiving mili-
tary training. The govern-
ment then canceled the vi-
sas which were “irregularly 
acquired” in the Tunisian 
capital Tunis based on “mis-
representation.—DNA 

Protests across 
Venezuela 
as  election 

dispute goes on
Caracas : Opposition 
supporters have gathered 
across Venezuela to pro-
test against Nicolas Ma-
duro’s disputed victory in 
last month’s presidential 
election.Opposition lead-
er María Corina Machado 
joined thousands of protest-
ers in the capital, Caracas, 
and urged them not to be 
afraid. Ms Machado, who 
had been in hiding after be-
ing accused of insurrection, 
said there was nothing above 
the voice of the people, and 
that the people had spoken. 
Police and the army were 
deployed in force as support-
ers of Mr Maduro also held 
a demonstration.  “We won’t 
leave the streets,” Ms Macha-
do told protesters, with many 
of them waving copies of 
election records from their 
voting stations as proof of 
victory. Ms Machado, who 
was banned from running in 
the election, had called for 
nationwide protests to inten-
sify pressure on Mr Maduro 
to concede.—Agencies 

Antonio 
praises 
Sudan’s

 decision to 
reopen Adre 

border
WASHINGTON: UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Saturday com-
mended a decision by Suda-
nese authorities to reopen 
the Adre border crossing 
between Chad and Darfur. 
Guterres underscored the 
importance of “concrete 
and sustained” measures 
to facilitate humanitarian 
access and protect civilians 
amid Sudan’s civil war, his 
spokesman Stephane Dujar-
ric said in a statement. “Hu-
manitarian organizations 
must have full, safe and un-
hindered access to reach all 
civilians in need across Dar-
fur, and across the country 
as a whole,” he added. The 
UN remains fully committed 
to working with all relevant 
stakeholders to help end the 
conflict and alleviate the suf-
fering of the Sudanese peo-
ple, he stressed. Sudan’s sov-
ereign council announced on 
Thursday that it will reopen 
the Adre border crossing for 
three months to facilitate 
the delivery of humanitari-
an aid to those affected by 
the ongoing 15-month civil 
war. —APP

Somalia 
rejects 

talks with 
Ethiopia over 
sovereignty

Mogadishu: Somalia re-
fuses to negotiate with Ethi-
opia until it recognizes it as 
an independent and sovereign 
state, Somalian President 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud 
said on Saturday. “We will not 
negotiate with Ethiopia on 
any issue until it recognizes 
our full sovereignty,” Sheikh 
Mohamud said during a press 
conference, the SONNA news 
agency reported. Sheikh Mo-
hamud stressed that Addis 
Ababa’s non-recognition of 
Somalian sovereignty led to 
the “recent breakdown of 
negotiations” in Ankara. The 
leader’s statements came 
amid the second round of ne-
gotiations between the two 
countries held in the Turkish 
capital on Monday and Tues-
day. Earlier this year, Ethio-
pia signed a memorandum 
with the breakaway region 
of Somaliland, enabling 
Ethiopia to gain access to 
the Red Sea in exchange 
for recognition.—APP

Albanese rejects call to 
ban Palestinian migrants

Opposition leader had called for stop to migration from Gaza, contending arrival  
of people from war zone ‘putting security at risk’

News Desk

Sydney : Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese once 
again has rejected the opposi-
tion’s call to ban Palestinians flee-
ing Gaza from entering Australia, 
saying it aims to “whip up fear”. 
Opposition leader Peter Dutton 
had called for a stop to migra-
tion from the besieged Palestin-
ian coastal enclave, contending 
the arrival of people from a war 
zone to Australia was “putting 
national security at risk.” Al-
banese, who has already criti-
cized Dutton for his calls, said 
the rhetoric from the coalition is 
causing community division at a 
time when security heads were 
calling for “social cohesion,” 
local broadcaster SBS News re-
ported. “What does Peter Dut-
ton do? He doesn’t talk about 
issues of concern to Australians, 
what he does is try and whip up 
fear,” Albanese told reporters in 
Sydney. “The fact is that the bor-
ders at the moment are closed, 
of course, through the Rafah 
crossing,” he was quoted as say-

ing. So far, some 2, 922 visas to 
fleeing Palestinians have been 

approved, of them 1,300 have 
arrived “safely” in Australia, 

Department of Home Affairs fig-
ures showed. Whereas, the data 

showed, 7,100 visas from Palestin-
ian territories have been rejected.
Dutton on Sunday repeated calls 
for visa ban until security vetting 
processes could be “guaranteed.” 
“We cannot tell who’s who, unless 
thorough background checks are 
done,” he said in an opinion piece 
published on Sunday. Dutton’s 
comments have invited criticism 
from Labor, the Greens, some 
crossbenchers, and Palestinian 
groups. Israel, flouting a UN Secu-
rity Council resolution demanding 
an immediate cease-fire, has faced 
international condemnation amid 
its continued brutal offensive on 
Gaza since an Oct. 7 attack last year 
by the Palestinian resistance group, 
Hamas. The Israeli onslaught has 
since killed nearly 40,100 people, 
mostly women and children, and in-
jured over 92,500, according to lo-
cal health authorities. More than 10 
months into the Israeli onslaught, 
vast tracts of Gaza lie in ruins 
amid a crippling blockade of food, 
clean water and medicine. Israel 
is accused of genocide at the In-
ternational Court of Justice, which 
ordered it to immediately halt its 
military operation.
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Azerbaijan pledges support 
to Türkiye amid wildfires
Foreign Desk

Ankara : Azerbaijan, a 
brotherly nation with a histo-
ry of deep ties with Türkiye, 
has offered its support in 
battling the ongoing wild-
fires that erupted around the 
country. In a phone call with 
his Turkish counterpart Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan on Sat-
urday, Ilham Aliyev conveyed 
his wishes for a speedy recov-
ery and expressed readiness 
to assist, including the de-
ployment of a firefighting air-
craft. The conversation also 
covered bilateral relations 
and regional developments, 
according to a statement 
from the Republic of Türkiye 
Directorate of Communica-
tions. Erdogan expressed 
his gratitude for the support, 
emphasising the deepening 
bond between the two nations 
during difficult times. The 
Turkish Foreign Ministry, in a 
statement on X following the 

phone call, also expressed the 
nation’s thanks to Azerbaijan 
for its valuable support.Fires 
under control Türkiye has 
been fighting over 70 wild-
fires across the country, 69 
of which have been brought 
under control, while six re-
main active. Latest reports 
from Turkish Agriculture and 

Forestry Minister Ibrahim 
Yumakli indicated that the 
intensity of the forest fire 
in Türkiye’s western Izmir 
province had been reduced, 
with no immediate threat to 
the city. Speaking to report-
ers in Izmir, he reassured 
that the current situation 
does not warrant an inter-

national call for assistance. 
Azerbaijan has been a devot-
ed supporter of Türkiye, pre-
viously aiding in search and 
rescue, as well as rebuilding 
efforts, when magnitude 7.7 
and 7.6 earthquakes struck 
Türkiye on February 6, 
2023, claiming the lives of 
over 53,000 people. 

Thai king endorses 
Shinawatra as PM

Web Desk

BANGKOK: Paetongtarn 
Shinawatra was endorsed 
as prime minister by Thai-
land’s king on Sunday, 
two days after parliament 
elected her, paving the 
way for her to form a cab-
inet in the coming weeks. 
Paetongtarn, 37, becomes 
Thailand’s youngest prime 
minister just days after ally 
Srettha Thavisin was dis-
missed as premier by the 
Constitutional Court, a judi-
ciary central to Thailand’s 
two decades of intermittent 
political turmoil. Daughter 
of divisive former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra, Paetongtarn won by 
nearly two-thirds in a house 
vote on Friday, to become 
Thailand’s second female 
prime minister and the 
third Shinawatra to take the 
office, following Thaksin 
and her aunt Yingluck Shi-
nawatra.  The approval by 
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, 

a formality, was read out by 
House of Representatives 
Secretary Apat Sukhanand 
at a ceremony in Bangkok 
on Sunday. Dressed in 
official uniform, Paetong-
tarn knelt in homage to 
a portrait of the king be-
fore giving a short speech 
thanking the king and the 
people’s representatives 
for endorsing her as prime 
minister. “As head of the 
executive branch, I will 
do my duty together with 
the legislators with an 
open heart,” she said. “I 
will listen to all opinions 
so together we can take 
the country forward with 
stability,” she said. Pae-
tongtarn, who has never 
served in government, fac-
es challenges on multiple 
fronts, with the economy 
floundering and the popu-
larity of her Pheu Thai par-
ty dwindling, having yet 
to deliver on its flagship 
digital wallet cash handout 
programme worth 500 bil-
lion baht ($15 billion).

Only 11 percent of Gaza  
remain safe zone :UNRWA

Geneva : The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees says Israel’s new 
evacuation orders in the Gaza Strip have shrunk to only 11 percent of the so-called humanitarian 
zone for Palestinians in the besieged territory. UNRWA released the figure in an X post on Saturday, 
a day after the Israeli military gave Gaza residents sheltering in the safe zone in north Khan Yunis 
and east Deir al-Balah an order to leave in just a few hours.  The occupation’s army also issued 
another evacuation order for Maghazi and Zawayda refugee camps in central Gaza. “Thousands 
of families continue to be displaced in Gaza as Israeli authorities issue new evacuation orders,” 
UNRWA said. “The so-called ‘humanitarian zone’ has shrunk to just 11% of the Gaza Strip, causing 
chaos and fear among the displaced. They have nowhere safe to go.” The UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees also renewed its call for an immediate ceasefire in Israel’s genocidal war on Gaza. 
Separately on Saturday, UNRWA Communications Officer Louise Wateridge said in an X post that 
Israel’s repeated displacement orders have left people “trapped in this endless nightmare.” Mean-
while, rescue services in Gaza estimated that Israel’s latest shrinking of the safe zone in Gaza puts 
the lives of some 450,000 displaced Palestinians at risk amid a worsening humanitarian disaster 
there.  senior Hamas official says the Israeli regime is using displacement as a weapon to escalate 
collective punishment against civilians in the besieged Gaza Strip. he Palestinian Hamas resistance 
group called the Israeli evacuation orders “a direct continuation of the policy of collective punish-
ment of Gazans,” saying Israel is using dispossession as a weapon against civilians. People in Gaza 
say that everywhere designated a safe place has already been hit by the Israeli military and that 
there is no safe place in the Palestinian territory. Israel waged its brutal Gaza onslaught on October 
7, 2023, after Hamas carried out its historic operation against the occupying entity in retaliation 
for the regime’s intensified atrocities against the Palestinian people. So far, the Tel Aviv regime has 
killed at least 40,074 Palestinians, mostly women and children, and injured 92,537 others.—APP
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Power relief to  
be funded by  

Punjab’s budget
LAHORE: Senior Minister Marriyum Au-
rangzeb stated on Sunday that the Rs14 
subsidy provided by the Punjab government 
would be funded through the province’s own 
budget. After months of public outcry and 
opposition’s criticism over rising electricity 
prices, the Punjab government announced 
on Friday that customers using up to 500 
units will get a subsidy of Rs14 per unit in Au-
gust and September. The move, largely seen 
as an attempt to placate PML-N’s vote bank 
in Punjab, was announced by the party’s pres-
ident, Nawaz Sharif. Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad today, Aurangzeb said 
she was speaking to “put an end to the prop-
aganda” spread by those responsible for the 
current economic crisis. “[Due to the prop-
aganda], they are inciting conflicts between 
provinces, so it was important to clarify to-
day that the Punjab government is providing 
relief from its own budget.” Aurangzeb said 
that the Punjab government was funding the 
subsidy by reducing expenditures and reallo-
cating funds from various programs where 
possible. The energy department has been 
providing estimates to help the provincial 
government meet its targets, she added. “He 
[Nawaz Sharif] also requested other prov-
inces to cut back on their expenditures and 
provide relief to their people too,” she said. 
“And we would be delighted if similar relief 
could be provided in provinces such as Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and Balochistan.” 
She stated that with improved governance 
and policy adjustments, the Punjab govern-
ment was now able to offer affordable roti 
to its people. “[But instead of appreciating] 
the power tariff reduction, falsehoods and 
propaganda are being spread and the matter 
is being politicised,” she lamented. Aurang-
zeb, like Nawaz Sharif, blamed PTI’s tenure 
for the exorbitant electricity prices, and ex-
onerated the incumbent federal government 
of all blame. She listed down “achievements” 
of the Punjab government after coming into 
power, which included providing a Ramzan 
relief package and laptop scheme and asked 
other provinces to follow suit. Amid rising 
electricity bills, the National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (Nepra) last week an-
nounced an increase in electricity tariffs by 
Rs2.56 per unit, marking the second consec-
utive increase, as there was a Rs3.33 per unit 
rise for fuel adjustment in May. – DNA

Kamran Tessori’s call comes after Maryam Nawaz-led Punjab govt 
had announced Rs14 per unit subsidy in power bills for two months

Nazir Siyal 

KARACHI: Fearing a ‘sense of de-
spair’ among the people of Sindh, 
Governor Kamran Tessori on Sun-
day asked Chief Minister Murad Ali 
Shah to announce the Punjab govern-
ment-like relief in electricity bills.
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif an-
nounced the two-month power subsidy 
relief for Punjab citizens two days ago 
which would be given to consumers 
using up to 500 units in August and 
September bills. The move drew crit-
icism from other provinces with Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP), Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) 

decrying the ‘use of provincial card’ in 
electricity-related issues.
The PML-N president, patting the 
shoulder of her daughter CM Mar-
yam, thanked her that she slashed 
flour prices when she assumed power 
in the province. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif also welcomed the “histor-
ic” relief package for electricity con-
sumers by the Punjab chief minister.
Addressing a press conference here, 
Governor Tessori cited the Punjab 
government’s example and asked CM 
Shah to allocate funds from the pro-
vincial budget for relief to the people.
“Sindh CM [Murad Ali Shah], like 
Punjab, should provide a relief of 
Rs14 per unit in electricity bills,” he 
said, saying that its denial may lead to 
a sense of despair among the people.

Meanwhile, Tessori also expressed 
concern over the catastrophic conse-
quences following the torrential rain 
in parts of Sindh, noting that the peo-
ple have been deprived of their homes 
due to the destruction. “We are send-
ing ration bags for the rain-hit people 
in parts of the province,” Tessori said, 
announcing that he would also under-
take a visit to such areas.
However, he clarified, that not a single 
penny of the provincial government was 
spent on the functions at the Governor 
House. Even the cash prize given to Ar-
shad Nadeem, who won a gold medal in 
the Javelin Throw, didn’t include funds 
from the Sindh government.  On July 
15, PM Shehbaz Sharif-led government 
jacked up the base tariff for domestic 
consumers to up to Rs48.84 per unit.

Tessori urges Sindh govt to 
provide Punjab-like relief

Briefs
SC delists 
election 

tribunal case
CJP Isa-led larger 

bench scheduled to 
hear the case today

Court Reporter 
ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court on Sunday 
delisted the election tri-
bunal case. A five-member 
bench, headed by Chief 
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, was 
scheduled to hear the case 
on Monday, August 19.
PTI’s lawyer Salman Akram 
Raja filed a request for 
postponement, stating that 
senior lawyer Hamid Khan 
is abroad until Sept 6. The 
request asked for the case 
to be postponed until Ha-
mid Khan returns, as he 
has also submitted a leave 
application.

PTI announces 
executive 
council for 

Lahore
Bureau Report 

LAHORE:Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) has announced 
its 43-member Executive 
Council for Lahore. PTI 
Lahore President Sheikh 
Imtiaz issued the notifica-
tion for the new Executive 
Council, which included 
members of the assembly, 
ticket holders, and senior 
party leaders. The council 
featured notable members 
such as Sardar Latif Khosa, 
Aaliya Hamza, Shehzad Fa-
rooq, and Usman Hamza.
Other members included Ali 
Ijaz Butar, Afzaal Azim Pa-
hat, Rana Javed, Javed Umar, 
and Malik Tauqeer Abbas 
Khokhar. Yasir Gilani, Owais 
Anjum, Ali Imtiaz Waraich, 
Hafiz Farhat Abbas, Salman 
Akram Raja, and Dr. Yasmin 
Rashid have also been in-
cluded in the council. Addi-
tionally, Mian Aslam Iqbal, 
Chaudhry Asghar Gujjar, Ah-
mer Bhatti, Azam Khan Niazi, 
and Azeem Ullah Khan were 
part of the Executive Coun-
cil. Farukh Javed, Shabbir 
Ahmad, Yousaf Meo, Khalid 
Gujjar, Nadeem Abbas Bara, 
and Haroon Akbar were also 
named as members.

Famine looms 
in 4 Yemeni 

districts 
CAIRO: Famine is looming 
in four Yemeni districts 
after instances of hunger 
have rapidly surged among 
children in areas controlled 
by the internationally recog-
nized government, a report 
by international experts 
said. All 117 districts in gov-
ernment-controlled areas 
are expected to suffer from 
“serious” levels of acute 
malnutrition. Among them, 
the four districts — Mawza 
and Mocha in Taiz province, 
and Hays and Khawkhah in 
Hodeida province — are pro-
jected to slip into famine 
between July and October 
this year, according to the 
Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification, or 
IPC. The report reflects the 
worsening food insecurity 
in the poorest Arab nation 
that plunged into civil war 
in 2014, when Yemen’s 
Iran-backed Houthis took 
control of the capital, 
Sanaa, and much of the 
country’s north, forcing 
the government to flee to 
the south. – Agencies

Yunus vows 
to hold 
election 

after reforms
Foreign Desk 

DHAKA: Prof. Muhammad 
Yunus, the chief of Bangla-
desh’s interim government, 
vowed on Sunday to shortly 
restore normalcy and intro-
duce a series of reforms 
in the country after PM 
Sheikh Hasina quit and fled 
amid violent protests call-
ing for her to be ousted.
Yunus, an 84-year-old Nobel 
prize laureate, took charge 
of Bangladesh on Aug. 8 as 
the chief adviser of its care-
taker administration.
He was nominated for the role 
by the student movement that 
led the weeks-long nationwide 
demonstrations, in which 
hundreds of protesters were 
killed and thousands injured 
and arrested. The interim 
government will prepare the 
country for new elections af-
ter a series of reforms, Yunus 
said during a special briefing 
in Dhaka, where he addressed 
foreign diplomats for the first 
time since taking office. “We 
will hold a free and fair par-
ticipatory election as soon as 
we can complete our mandate 
to carry out the vital reforms 
in our Election Commission, 
judiciary, civil administration, 
security forces and media,” 
he said. “We will undertake 
robust and far-reaching eco-
nomic reforms to restore 
macro-economic stability and 
sustain growth with priority 
attached to good governance 
and combating corruption 
and mismanagement.” An 
economics professor, Yunus 
is a social entrepreneur and 
banker who was awarded 
the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize 
for his pioneering micro-
finance work that helped 
alleviate poverty in Bangla-
desh. It has now been widely 
adopted around the world.

Indonesian embassy celebrates
the Independence Day in style

Flag Hoisting Ceremony Solemnly Held at the Indonesian Embassy to Celebrate 
79th Independence Day; dignitaries invited to witness the flag hoisting ceremony
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ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of the Republic of 
Indonesia held the Flag Hoisting Ceremony to 
celebrate Indonesia’s 79th Independence Day this 
morning at the Embassy’s premises, led by the 
Chargé d’Affaires, Mr. Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma. 
It was the culmination of a series of pre-events in 
welcoming the auspicious day to keep maintained 
unity and mutual respect among Indonesians, as 
well as strengthened patriotism to the Homeland.   
Embassy’s officials along with their families and 
hundreds of Indonesian Diaspora based in differ-
ent cities of Pakistan, attended the ceremony in 
Indonesian traditional fervor. Besides, guests of 

honor from prominent religious leaders, journal-
ists and experts from reputable think tanks, and 
representatives of the dynamic business commu-
nity were also present on the special occasion.  
A moment of silence was observed to pay tribute 
to the national heroes, followed by the reading of 
the text of proclamation of Independence. The cer-
emony concluded with the special 
prayers for the Country and re-
newed commitment to avidly make Indonesia pros-
perous, harmonious, advanced, and invincible. At 
the Flag Hoisting Ceremony called in Indonesian 
language by “Upacara Bendera”, the Embassy’s 
Flag Hoisting Team which consists of a smartly 
turned-out group of Indonesian students had the 
honor to receive the Indonesian flag from the 

Chargé d’Affaires as an Inspector of the Ceremony. 
The Team subsequently raised the red-white flag 
solemnly with the playing of the Indonesian Nation-
al Anthem, “Great Indonesia,” or “Indonesia Raya”.  
Right after the Ceremony, the Indonesian Chargé 
d’Affaires escorted all guests of honor to the Em-
bassy’s Hall for small and simple reception by serv-

ing Tumpeng, the cone-shaped 
rice dish as an inseparable part 

of celebrations and other important events in In-
donesia. “On behalf of the Indonesian Embassy, I 
express my sincere gratitude and high appreciation 
to all of you for joining us at the very special mo-
ment of Indonesian Independence Day. Indonesia 
and Pakistan, the two largest Muslim countries in 
the world, dosti zindahbad!”, he said in the spirits 

of freedom and friendship between the two broth-
erly countries.   Moreover, as appreciation on their 
great achievement, the Chargé d’Affaires  honored 
a group of Indonesian students in Pakistan with the 
certificate of appreciation for pursuing their higher 
level academic programs with distinction.  “Enjoy 
a lot! Thank you for having me. Looking forward 
other invitation from the Indonesian Embassy,” 
Mr. Tariq Ullah Sufi, CEO Hamza Veg, Oil Re-
finery, & Ghee Mills (Pvt.) Limited. “I appreci-
ate the way you organize this special event. My 
prayers are always on you and the Embassy,” 
said H.E. Sahibzada Sultan Ahmed Ali, Chairman 
Muslim Institute. “Thank you for inviting all of 
us. Always miss this event. Proud of you!,” said 
Mia, an Indonesian national from Gujrat.

Another News on Page 4

US not willing to achieve 
ceasefire in Gaza: Hamas
The top Hamas official also said the US is trying to give the occupying Tel 
Aviv regime enough time to perpetrate more atrocities and mass killings

News Desk 

Beirut: A senior member of the Palestini-
an Hamas resistance movement says there 
is no real will on the part of the United 
States to establish a ceasefire in the Gaza 
Strip. Osama Hamdan, who represents 
Hamas in Lebanon, stated that the United 
States’ new ceasefire proposal does not 
include a complete withdrawal of Israe-
li troops from Gaza. Hamdan noted that 
while the ongoing ceasefire negotiations 
have not yet mentioned which Palestinian 
prisoners would be released, the poten-
tial deal must guarantee clear criteria 
including Palestinian inmates’ freedom.
The top Hamas official also said the US 
is trying to give the occupying Tel Aviv 
regime enough time to perpetrate more 
atrocities and mass killings. Egyptian 
sources, requesting anonymity, were quot-
ed as saying on Saturday that indirect ne-
gotiations between representatives from 
Hamas and Israel on a ceasefire in the Gaza 
Strip will resume on Wednesday in Cairo.

Hezbollah attacks Israeli 
settlement in response  
to Nabatieh massacre 

BEIRUT: Hezbollah said on Saturday that it struck the Ayelet Hashahar kibbutz in 
northern Israel in retaliation for a new massacre in southern Lebanon. The Israe-
li military said that two soldiers were wounded in a rocket attack from Lebanon, 
adding that a total of 55 rockets had been fired in the latest strikes. Hezbollah said 
that its attack came in response to “the Israeli army’s assaults on the Kfour vil-
lage in Nabatieh, north of the Litani Line, earlier on Saturday, killing 10 people, 
including Syrian children and their mother, and injuring others, including Sudanese 
workers.” Hezbollah said that it added Ayelet HaShahar to its firing schedule and 
struck the settlement with Katyusha rockets for the first time. According to Hez-
bollah’s military media, the settlement “is located northeast Safad in the upper Gal-
ilee and some 10 km from the Lebanese southern border.” In another statement, 
Hezbollah announced “targeting a gathering of Israeli soldiers in the Al-Burj site 
with two attack drones, hitting it directly.” Israeli media outlets said that “the bar-
rage of rockets fired from Lebanon toward the north landed in areas that weren’t 
evacuated, causing fires to erupt.” They added that “violent explosions were heard 
in Safad and its surroundings, in addition to heavy shelling with dozens of rockets 
launched from Lebanon toward the upper Galilee, causing casualties. – Agencies

Irked Imran summons party 
leaders amid rift rumours

Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR: Irked by rift rumours and dif-
ferences between party leadership, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan has 
summoned Atif Khan and Junaid Akbar for a 
meeting at Adiala jail. Adviser to Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister on Information Bar-
rister Muhammad Ali Saif, while speaking to 
speaking to a private news channel on Sunday, 
confirmed the development and noted that 
the incarcerated PTI founder has expressed 
concerned over the "impression" of grouping 
in the party. Saif's confirmation comes as the 
former ruling party has been facing internal 
turmoil after Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister 
for Communication and Works Shakeel Ah-

mad Khan resigned over alleged corruption 
and bad governance by the CM Ali Amin 
Gandapur-led government in the province. 
The resignation came after Shakeel, during his 
meeting with Khan in Adiala jail complained 
about embezzlement in various departments 
of KP following which the ex-prime minister 
warned members of his party’s government 
in KP that they would be held accountable 
for corruption and governance issues in their 
departments. The party then constituted a 
three-member committee to monitor corrup-
tion and governance in KP. Sources privy to 
the matter said that Shakeel alleged that he 
was unable to perform his duties properly 
due to the corruption and bad governance in 
the province and alleged that CM Gandapur’s 
interference in his department was affecting 

his performance.  In response, the KP chief 
minister revealed that he had signed a sum-
mary seeking Shakeel's de-notification on the 
committee's recommendation. The issue has 
caused a rift among party leadership with Atif 
Khan and Junaid Akbar putting their weight 
behind Shakeel which apparently didn't sit 
well with the KP government which has deno-
tified the latter as CM Gandapur's focal per-
son, a Pakistani newspaper reported on Sun-
day. Elaborating on the issue, Barrister Saif 
said that the PTI founder had directed Akbar's 
name to be included in the accountability com-
mittee and who was removed from the body 
at a later stage. Sources say that both the PTI 
leaders are expected to meet Khan next week 
after the KP government had complained of 
the duo. Speaking to the media in Islama-
bad earlier in the day, the KP CM's adviser 
recalled that "some people" had complained 
of corruption in KP to Khan after which the 
former premier held meetings with Gandapur 
and various others and conveyed a message 
stressing no tolerance for corruption.


