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‘Imran faces 
possible 

military trial’
Attacks on over 200 

military sites could only 
be conceived by a mili-
tary-minded individual, 

says PML-N senator

Adil ShAheen

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan 
Siddiqui, leader of the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) in the Senate and 
head of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, has suggested 
that former prime minis-
ter and PTI founder Imran 
Khan’s fears of being tried 
in a military court might be 
justified following the arrest 
of ex-spymaster Lt-Gen (retd) 
Faiz Hameed. In an interview 
with a private television chan-
nel on Tuesday, Siddiqui stat-
ed, “This is not just a concern; 
it’s a certainty because the en-
tire story revolves around the 
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Giving people relief 
better than doing 
corruption in govt

BureAu report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz on Tuesday awarded cash prizes 
worth Rs58.6 million among 138 posi-
tion-holders from nine educational boards.  
She lauded the excellent performance of 
students who have achieved great honour 
academically and made their parents and 
the country proud.  She made these re-
marks at the special ceremony organised 
at the Chief Minister’s House to honour 
top achievers from across Punjab. The 
chief minister said, “The position-holder 
students are the crown of our heads.”  She 
also mentioned that for the government, 
health of students is also very crucial and 
milk would be provided to students from 
nursery to fifth class.  The students were 
also presented a guard of honour as an 
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ISLAMABAD: Palestinian Ambassador Ahmed Jawad A.A. Rabeicalls 
on Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – DAN

She announces launch of scholarship 
programme worth Rs25 billion

Maryam tells Sindh CM

Briefs

Cabinet approves 
Prime Minister’s skills 
development company

The establishment of the above 
company is to collect funds  
for technical and vocational  
training, fund management  

and implementation of various 
training programs under this fund

StAff report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shahbaz 
Sharif presided over a meeting of the federal cabinet 
at Prime Minister House in Islamabad. The cabinet 
was briefed on the recent decision of the Supreme 
Court regarding the Mubarak Sani case. It was told 
that an additional petition was filed in the Supreme 
Court on August 17 on the instructions of the Prime 
Minister. There was a detailed discussion in the Na-
tional Assembly regarding this case and the matter 
was referred to the Standing Committee on Law and 
Justice of the National Assembly, the cabinet was 
told. In the meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Law and Justice of the National Assembly, the gov-
ernment and the opposition parties unanimously 

Continued on Page 06

PM reiterates Pakistan’s 
support for Palestinians

struggle for freedom

AnSAr M BhAtti

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has reiterat-
ed Pakistan’s unwavering support for the Palestinian peo-
ple and their right to self-determination. He strongly con-
demned Israel’s actions against innocent civilians in Gaza. 
In a meeting with outgoing Palestinian Ambassador Ahmed 
Jawad A.A. Rabei at the Prime Minister’s House on Tues-
day, Shehbaz expressed deep concern over Israel’s actions 
since October 7, 2023. “Israel’s barbarism has resulted in 
the heart-wrenching deaths of over 40,000 innocent Palestin-
ians, including women and children, with more than 90,000 
injured,” Sharif stated. The prime minister reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s strong commitment to finding a just and lasting reso-
lution to the Palestinian issue through a two-state solution.
He emphasised that the creation of an independent state 
of Palestine, with pre-1967 borders and Al Quds as its cap-
ital, is the only viable solution in accordance with relevant 
United Nations resolutions. “Establishing an independent 
Palestinian state with Al Quds as its capital is the sustain-
able solution,” he added. Ambassador Rabei expressed his 
gratitude to Prime Minister Sharif for Pakistan’s steadfast 
support for the Palestinian cause and for the hospitality 
extended to him during his five-year tenure. He praised 
Pakistan’s historic and consistent stance on Palestine and 
its contributions to international efforts for peace and sta-
bility in the region. Rabei also thanked the Government 
of Pakistan for providing much-needed humanitarian as-
sistance to the Palestinian people and for offering schol-
arships to Palestinian medical students to complete their 
studies in Pakistan. The prime minister wished Ambassa-
dor Rabei success in his future endeavours and reiterated 
Pakistan’s commitment to continue supporting the Pales-
tinian cause on all international platforms.

In a meeting with outgoing Palestinian Ambassador 
Ahmed Jawad A.A. Rabei at the Prime Minister’s 

House on Tuesday, Shehbaz expressed deep 
concern over Israel’s actions since October 7, 2023

Pak conducts 
training 

launch of 
Shaheen-II 

ISPR says launch 
aimed at evaluating sub-
systems incorporated 
for improved accuracy, 
enhanced survivability

StAff report

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan on 
Tuesday successfully con-
ducted a training launch 
of surface-to-surface Sha-
heen-II ballistic missile 
making the country’s de-
fence even more impregna-
ble. The launch was aimed 
at training troops, validat-
ing various technical pa-
rameters and performance 
evaluation of different 
sub-systems incorporated 
for improved accuracy and 
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ShAMiM ShAhid 
PESHAWAR.. Afghanistan’s ministry for foreign affairs in 
a statement has reacted strongly to the Asif Durrani’s re-
cent remarks on the repeat of 9/11, as world turn back to 
Afghanistan, terming a move of provocation and jeopardis-
ing relations between the two countries neighbours to each 
others.  Zia Ahamd Takal the Taliban deputy spokesman for 
foreign ministry in a statement issued at Kabul on Tuesday, 
said “Mr. Durrani should know that it is the responsibility 
of diplomats to ensure that provocative media statements 
do not jeopardize the relations of the two countries’.
The Taliban leaders governing Kabul, issued the strong 
worded reaction at the time when skirmishes, closure and 
exchange of hot words between security personnel of both 
the neighbouring countries at Torkham and other crossing 
points is the routine matter. Bilateral trade is on decline 
whereas Pakistan is accused Afghanistan of providing sanc-
tuaries to militants who are carrying out deadly terror acts 
especially attacks against security forces.
 The statement said that the recent comments made by 
Pakistan’s Special Representative Asif Durrani, concern-
ing Afghanistan’s security and economic situation are both 
provocative and misaligned with the ground realities, seem-
ingly aimed at misleading the public perception regarding 

Afghanistan. “ In fact, the issues and concerns he attribut-
ed to Afghanistan are more likely to be present in Pakistan. 
Afghanistan is now a safe and stable country, focused on 
achieving economic self-sufficiency by utilising its own re-
sources rather than being reliant on foreign loans and aid. 
The Afghan government has successfully neutralized the 
ISIS-KP, insurgent group, within Afghanistan”, the state-
ment said “However, addressing ISIS-kp hideouts along the 
theoretical Durand Line could lead to the complete elimi-
nation of this threat. It’s worth noting that the Tehrik-i-Tali-
ban Pakistan (TTP) issue is an internal matter of Pakistan, 
requiring a domestic solution”, the statement further said.  
The Afghan government has already shown its goodwill 
to by taking tangible actions to foster positive relations. 
Thereafter, Pakistan’s effective agencies should adopt ra-
tional and pragmatic approaches to address this issue. Mr. 
Durrani should know that it is the responsibility of diplo-
mats to ensure that provocative media statements do not 
jeopardize the relations of the two countries. According 
to Pakistani media Asif Durrani the special envoy of Pa-
kistan to Afghanistan in a meeting with former Pakistani 
ambassadors said on Sunday that after the Ukraine war 
and Palestinian genocide, the priorities of the internation-
al players changed.  “In fact, Afghanistan is no more in 
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Taliban denounces Pakistan special 
envoy remarks terming it provocative
 Zia Ahamd Takal the Taliban deputy spokesman for foreign ministry in a statement issued at 
Kabul on Tuesday, said “Mr. Durrani should know that it is the responsibility of diplomats to 
ensure that provocative media statements do not jeopardize the relations of two countries’

Palestinian envoy meets PM

NAB files fresh Toshakhana
reference against Imran, Bushra 
Fresh reference against couple filed in case pertaining 

to jewellery set gifted by Saudi crown prince

Long walk to release

KhAyAM ABBASi

ISLAMABAD: The National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) on Tuesday filed a fresh Tos-
hakhana reference against Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan and his 
wife Bushra Bibi in a case pertaining to a jew-
ellery set gifted by the Saudi crown prince. 
The development comes after the anti-graft 
body interrogated the former prime minis-
ter and his wife at the Adiala jail, as per the 
reference. The reference — which consists of 
two volumes — was filed by NAB investiga-
tion officer Mohsin Haroon and case officer 
Waqar Hassan in an accountability court. The 
fresh reference will now be reviewed by the 
registrar of the accountability courts. After 
removing the objections, the reference will 
be sent to the administrative judge of the ac-
countability court. The administrative judge 
will then decide whether to conduct hearing 
himself or transfer it to another accounta-
bility court. It should be noted that admin-
istrative Judge Nasir Javed Rana is already 
hearing the £190 million reference against 
the PTI founder. The couple was arrested in 

Continued on Page 06

Marwat warns 
of Bangladesh-

like unrest 
fAiSAl SheiK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader Sher Afzal Marwat issued 
a stern warning on Tuesday, caution-
ing govt against attempting to obstruct 
the party’s planned rally on August 
22. “Any interference could lead to 
violence akin to the unrest during 
the Bangladesh crisis,” he said while 
talking to the media in Islamabad. He 
noted that the five-kanal land allocat-
ed for the event would be insufficient 
to accommodate the anticipated turn-
out.“The gathering will stretch from 
Tarnol towards Sangjani,” Marwat 
announced. Emphasizing the unique 
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Pakistan has 
highest power tariff 

in region, admits 
energy minister

Awais Leghari says poor 
consumers being provided 
subsidy in power bills “with 
others bearing the burden”

MehtAB pirzAdA

ISLAMABAD: Energy Minister Awais 
Leghari on Tuesday admitted that the 
electricity tariffs in Pakistan were the 
highest in the region but added that 

Continued on Page 06

JUI-F to 
operate 
without 

alliances
He emphasised that 
the party does not 

wish to embarrass it-
self or others further

ShAMiM ShAhid

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Jami-
at Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) 
has decided to advance its 
movement independently, 
without forming any polit-
ical alliances. In a media 
briefing at his residence 
in Dera Ismail Khan, JUI-F 
Chief Maulana Fazlur Rah-
man stated that his party 
would continue its activities 
without joining any political 
coalition, citing previous 
experiences with allianc-
es as unsatisfactory. He 
emphasised that the party 
does not wish to embar-
rass itself or others further.

JI chief 
demands 
justice for 

Balochistan
He said “only the 

families of the missing 
persons know how they 

were going through 
mental agonies”

dnA
QUETTA:Jamaat-e-Islami 
Emir Hafiz Naeem-ur-Re-
hman has demanded that 
Baloch missing persons 
issue should be resolved 
on permanent basis and 
all missing persons should 
be provided right to jus-
tice. Talking to media in 
Quetta, JI chief said that 
the government itself has 
admitted that 2500 people 
were missing and it was the 
responsibility of the govern-
ment to produced them in 
front of the courts. He said 
Balochistan was seething 
in anger. We should uphold 
the constitution which is 
unifying force in a country.
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tAnveer huSSAin

T HE human brain is a very 
complex organ that con-
trols human actions such as 

thinking, memory, emotions, touch, 
vision, breathing, temperature, appe-
tite which are necessary to regulate 
our body. The human brain is the 
most complex thing in the universe. 
It is made up of about 100 billion neu-
rons, each neuron connected to ten 
thousand other neurons. This com-
plex network helps us to think, feel, 
remember and create. The trans-
mission of messages between these 
neurons happens in thousandths of 
a second. This means that there are 
different parts of the brain that are 
connected to each other by count-
less wires. These parts communi-
cate with each other by exchanging 
information through an integrated 
system of signals. The transmis-

sion of messages between these 
neurons happens in thousandths 
of a second. This means that there 
are different parts of the brain 
that are connected to each other 
by countless wires. These parts 
communicate with each other by 
exchanging information through an 
integrated system of signals. Every 
human being lives in a different envi-
ronment and in different conditions. 
Therefore, the mental state of every 
person is also different. 
One of the most mind-damaging hu-
man behaviors is anger. When a per-
son feels angry, the emotional center 
of the brain, the amygdala gland, 
goes on high alert. It releases stress 
hormones such as adrenaline and 
cortisol, which trigger the body to be-
come alert and ready to fight. After 
the hormones adrenaline and cortisol 
are released, the heart beats faster, 
blood pressure rises, and blood and 
breathing vessels dilate. In addition, 
anger also weakens the immune sys-
tem. According to experts, intense 
anger can also cause a sudden heart 
attack, rupture of a cerebral artery 
or even a stroke. Also, constant an-
ger leads to depression and mental 
stress, which further harms health. 
Anger becomes distressing when it is 
felt too often or too intensely.
The list of harms of anger is long. In 
a state of anger, a person sometimes 
commits such a serious mistake that 
he later regrets it. Anger is not only 
harmful to health but also has many 

social consequences. Relationships 
are often at stake due to anger. 
The atmosphere at home becomes 
tense. Anger is also one of the main 
reasons for divorce between hus-
band and wife. No one likes to have 
angry people as their friends and 
such people are left alone. In addi-
tion, a person in anger causes seri-
ous harm to himself and others, as a 
result either ends up in jail or loses 
his life and that of others. Psychia-
trist and doctors advise on anger 
management that any immediate 
response to anger is usually harm-
ful. Therefore, instead of reacting in 
a state of anger, it is necessary to 
remain silent for some time. This 
period is half a minute to a minute. 
After that, when your mind is calm, 
analyze the situation and take a de-
cision after thinking. When a per-
son suddenly gets angry, the right 
side of the brain immediately sends 
electrical messages to the left side, 
which controls various emotions. 
Then this part of the brain immedi-
ately activates the various organs of 
the body through a complex system 
of nerves, which causes fighting, 
shouting, and suicide as a response. 
This intense condition lasts for 20 to 
40 seconds in humans. During this 
time, the thinking ability of the serv-
ant becomes weak and he may take 
a wrong step. If a person spends this 
time of half a minute at the time of 
intense anger without any reaction, 
he can avoid many harms. Experts 

suggest that you should try to keep 
your mind calm during intense an-
ger. Some tips are also given for 
this, for example, to divert your at-
tention, sit and close your eyes and 
start taking long breaths. Or start 
counting down to distract the mind. 
Activities like exercise, music, med-
itation, yoga are recommended to 
control the habit of anger. All this in-
formation has been obtained by sci-
entists after centuries of research, 
observation and experience. Thanks 
to which they have come to the 
conclusion that the ability to think 
during the extreme time of anger is 
seriously affected, so a person who 
spends this half a minute of time is 
saved from many problems. While 
this is what Islam taught us one 
and a half thousand years ago, nev-
er make a decision in a state of an-
ger. The hadiths also mention ways 
to control oneself in moments of 
anger. The Holy Prophet said that 
anger is caused by (the influence 
of) Satan. Satan is born from fire 
and fire is extinguished with water, 
so when one of you gets angry, he 
should perform ablution. He said in 
another hadith. When one of you is 
angry and he is standing, he should 
sit down. If the anger goes away 
by sitting (it is good), otherwise 
he should lie down. By following 
these instructions, you can calm 
down your mind in moments of 
anger and get enough time to get 
through this difficult time.

The human brain and the pitfalls of anger

Govt. committed to 
empower youth for 

bright future: Shaza 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meets with the Sectoral Council, 
urging comprehensive reforms to boost Pakistan’s Gems and Jewelry industry.—DNA

Shaza Fatima highlighted the government’s efforts to partner 
with tech giants like Google and Meta to provide certifications for 
children and mentioned the launch of the Bridge Start Programme

Adil ShAheen

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
IT and Telecommunication, Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja, on Tuesday said that 
the youth are valuable assets, and the 
government is committed to empow-
ering them for the bright future of 
the country. Addressing the National 
Youth Convocation, she said, “One of 
the biggest resources and assets of 
our nation is its youth, with 68% of 
Pakistan’s population under the age 
of 35.” She added that by empowering 
the youth, the country can progress 
toward prosperity and development. 
“The youth are the present of Paki-
stan. You must take the lead and come 
forward, but with great responsibility, 
and the government stands firmly 
behind you,” she added. She assured 
the youth of the government’s full 
support. She also mentioned ongo-
ing discussions with China and the 
Commonwealth to provide AI training 
to the country’s youth. Shaza Fatima 
highlighted the government’s efforts 
to partner with tech giants like Goog-
le and Meta to provide certifications 
for children and mentioned the launch 
of the Bridge Start Programme, with 
a budget of Rs. 1 billion to support in-
novative projects. She also announced 
plans to build IT parks in  Islamabad 
and Karachi. The Islamabad IT Park, 
being developed with assistance from 
Korea, is expected to be completed by 
March 2025 and create 10,000 jobs.  
The minister further said that the 
government has announced the estab-
lishment of over 250 E-Rozgar centers 
across the country, in collaboration 

with provincial governments and pri-
vate institutions. These centers are 
aimed at providing essential facilities 
to hardworking and skilled youth in 
smaller cities, helping them access 
digital opportunities, according to an 
official from the Ministry of IT. The 
E-Rozgar centers will be established 
in every district of the country, with 
distribution based on the population 
of each province, as well as data from 
1.2 million freelancers registered with 
Ignite. Punjab leads the initiative with 
149 centers, followed by Sindh with 
51, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with 28, Is-
lamabad with 11, Balochistan with 6, 
Azad Kashmir with 3, and Gilgit-Bal-
tistan with 2. Originally launched by 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Punjab, 
the E-Rozgar centers have proven 
highly valuable, benefiting millions 
of young people. These centers are 
particularly designed for those who 
cannot afford expensive office spac-
es, offering them a chance to lever-
age IT skills and enter the digital 
workforce. The initiative is expected 
to enable even more young people 
to benefit from the growing IT sec-
tor.  The minister said that 43 spe-
cial technology parks are currently 
operational, with plans to add 20 
more in the coming days. “Further 
initiatives include the establishment 
of an IT City in Islamabad, designed 
to house all IT-related facilities in 
one place,” she added. She also an-
nounced that three new incubation 
centers are planned, one of which 
will be exclusively for women, re-
flecting the government’s commit-
ment to gender inclusion in the 
tech industry. Shaza Fatima shared 
inspiring stories of young Pakistani 

innovators, stating, “These stories 
exemplify the potential of Pakistan’s 
youth in the tech sector.” “The Digi-
tal Pakistan Policy is paving the way 
for the next phase of digital transfor-
mation. Digital inclusion is a govern-
ment priority, with a strong commit-
ment to bridging the digital divide 
between rural and urban areas,” she 
said. Digital technologies are essen-
tial for the country’s progress, and 
initiatives are being undertaken for 
digital innovation and infrastructure 
development. Shaza Fatima also 
emphasized the importance of dig-
ital payments, noting that the digi-
tization of financial transactions is 
crucial. “To support startups, a Pa-
kistan Startup Fund will be created, 
along with the launch of the ‘Bridge 
Start’ program, backed by Rs. 1 bil-
lion.” The minister urged the youth 
of the country to use social media 
responsibly, said , “One piece of fake 
news can change the perception of 
any country. Freedom of expression 
does not mean spreading disinforma-
tion.” She announced that Islamabad 
would be made a “Model Digital Smart 
City,” with 150 app-based services 
available to facilitate the residents of 
the federal capital. E-parking will be 
introduced, and more AI-integrated 
smart cameras will be installed to 
monitor street crime and provide bet-
ter traffic management for travelers. 
This experience will be replicated in 
other cities, she added. She said that 
schools in the federal capital would 
be provided with internet facilities, 
smart classrooms, and future-oriented 
curricula. Next year, Pakistan plans to 
auction the 5G spectrum in the first 
and second quarters.

KP welcomes first Autism 
diagnosis specialists

ShAMiM ShAhid

PESHAWAR : In a com-
mendable development, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
got first practicing spe-
cialists in diagnosis of 
Autism, a complex neu-
ro-developmental disor-
der among children, reg-
istering constant surge 
in the province during 
the last few years.
Ms. Rutaba Arif and M. 
Kashif Khan both serv-
ing as Speech Language 
Pathologist and Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
Therapist, respectively 
at Center for Excellence 
for Special Children with 
Autism in Peshawar have 
qualified as `Practicing 
ADOS-2 Specialists’.
“The Autism Diagnos-
tic Observation Sched-
ule-Second Edition 
(ADOS-2) is a standard-
ized assessment tool that 
helps in diagnoses of au-

tism spectrum disorders 
(ASD) in children and 
adults,” apprises Rutaba 
Arif. Talking with APP, 
Rutaba informed that 
Ados-2 is designed to ob-
tain information in the 
areas of communication, 
reciprocal social inter-
actions, restricted and 
repetitive behaviors asso-
ciated with a diagnosis of 
ASD. “It can only be used 
by ados-2 certified clini-
cians,” she added. Due to 
lack of ADOS-2 Specialists 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
parents had to take their 
children to  Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi and Lahore for 
diagnosis of autism that 
was very difficult exercise 
due to physical stress and 
financial burden as well. 
After qualifying as ADOS-
2 Specialists, both Rutaba 
and Kashif can provide di-
agnosis services to the au-
tism patients in Peshawar. 
It merits an insertion that 
Autism is an overlooked 

neuro developmental dis-
order among children and 
is on rise in the country 
with very scanty cure op-
tions. According to rough 
estimates by experts in 
curing autism, there are 
around 500,000 number 
of artistic children in Pa-
kistan and 150,000 in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. In most 
parts of the country, autism 
patients are in dire need 
of treatment from quali-
fied therapists in diagnosis 
and treatment. In Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, there is an 
institute in the name of 
Center for Excellence for 
Special Children with Au-
tism in Peshawar having 
the capacity of providing 
rehabilitation and treat-
ment to only 50 patients. 
The center is presently 
providing treatment and 
rehabilitation services 
to around 70 autistic 
children, beyond its ca-
pacity of 50 because of 
stress of patients.SCCI chief launches SME 

grant facilitation desk
 PESHAWAR : Fuad Ish-
aq, president of the Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry on Tuesday inaugu-
rated a Facilitation Desk for 
provision of a grant to small 
and medium scale businesses 
and industries announced by 
International Organization of 
Migration.  The initiative aims 
to facilitate business communi-
ty regarding availing of a cash 
grant of International Organi-
zation of Migration (IOM) for 
Small and Medium Enterpris-
es (SMEs), said in a statement 
here. It is mentioned here that 
the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), a UN 
body, has announced a cash 

grant for small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) through 
their Enterprise Development 
Fund (EDF). This grant is for 
business expansion, boosting 
productivity and especially 
creating jobs. President of 
the WCCI Peshawar Azra 
Jamshed, members, women 
entrepreneurs, members of 
the business community and 
others were present on the 
occasion. Fuad Ishaq, Presi-
dent SCCI in his remarks on 
the occasion appreciated the 
IOM and asked small scale 
businesses and industries 
to take full benefit from this 
grant.  He said SCCI has 
always been on the front 

foot for safeguarding inter-
ests of small and medium 
enterprises and will keep 
on supporting this impor-
tant sector of the economy. 
The chamber president 
said federal and provincial 
governments take pragmat-
ic steps for ease of doing 
business and provision of 
interest-free loans to the 
business community. Later 
in the day, members of the 
business community visited 
the chamber house where-
in officials of IOM briefed 
them about the procedures 
for availing cash grant for 
launching of small business-
es and industries.—APP

ISSI Launches Naz 
Parveen’s Xinjiang book

ISLAMABAD : The China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) organized 
a book launch for “Xinjiang ke Khushal Uyghur,” authored by renowned columnist and author Ms. Naz Parveen. The 
event was graced by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed as the chief guest. Distinguished speakers included Ambas-
sador Sohail Mahmood, Director General ISSI; Prof. Zamir Ahmed Awan, founding chairperson of the Global Silk 
Route Research Alliance; Professor Dr. Azhar Ahmed, Independent Analyst; and Ms. Nabila Jaffer, Research Analyst 
and Lead of the China Program at the Institute of Regional Studies Islamabad. In his welcome remarks, Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood expressed gratitude to the guests for attending the book launch. He highlighted three key aspects: 
Firstly, the unique and cherished relationship between Pakistan and China -- marked by strategic mutual trust and mu-
tual support, nurtured by successive generations, and strengthened by transformational initiatives like CPEC. Secondly, 
Ms. Naz Parveen, the author and director of China Window, has made notable contributions through her writings and 
facilitated deeper understanding of China’s culture and traditions. Thirdly, this book contains her detailed account based 
on observations and experiences particularly in Kashgar and Urumqi, and debunks many of the motivated narratives 
emanating from the West regarding the treatment of Uyghurs in China’s Xingjian Region.—DNA

Girls’ 
achievement 

in Matric exam 
a matter of 

pride
LAHORE : Punjab Educa-
tion Minister Rana Sikandar 
Hayat commended the girls 
who excelled in the ma-
triculation exams, despite 
the challenging conditions 
under which they studied, 
calling their achievements 
a matter of pride.  These 
remarks were made during 
a ceremony held here on 
Tuesday in honor of top-per-
forming students from 
across Punjab.  The Min-
ister vowed that the future 
of these students will not 
be compromised by the in-
justices within the system. 
Where there is wrongdoing, 
the system will be rectified, 
and those deserving will be 
granted their rightful op-
portunities. He emphasized 
that reforms are being in-
troduced to ensure contin-
uous improvement in the 
education system with each 
passing day. The Education 
Minister further announced 
that within the next five 
years, the education system 
would undergo significant 
transformation, evolving 
into a model of excellence. 
As part of these reforms, a 
pilot School Meal Program 
will commence on Septem-
ber 5, starting in Rajanpur, 
DG Khan, and Muzaffar-
garh, before being expand-
ed throughout the province. 
Additionally, a scholarship 
program worth 25 billion 
rupees is being launched to 
support outstanding students 
in pursuing higher education 
at their chosen universities, 
he added. The government 
will also revive the laptop 
scheme, ensuring students 
receive the necessary re-
sources to excel.—APP

CDA to offer intern-
ship to QAU students

dnA
ISLAMABAD : Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
will start internship pro-
gramme to Quaid-e-Azam 
University (QAU) students 
to  enhance their capacity 
in various fields.
The CDA chairman, Mo-
hammad Ali Randhawa, in a 
meeting, proposed an MoU 
to offer internships to the 
versity students in the fed-
eral apex agency, particu-
larly in the Environment, 
IT, and HR departments. 
The IT students from QAU 
will assist the authority in 
conducting a cyber securi-
ty and audit. The meeting 

was held between QAU’s 
Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Niaz 
Ahmed Akhtar, and Chair-
man CDA, marked the be-
ginning of a promising col-
laboration between the two 
institutions. The discussion 
focused on various initia-
tives, including a planta-
tion drive in the Quaid-e-
Azam Enclave in Margalla 
Hills, where students from 
the university will partici-
pate. Chairman Randhawa 
appreciated the students’ 
enthusiasm and suggest-
ed assigning special num-
bers to motivate them in 
maintaining the planted 
trees. The meeting also 
explored potential collabo-
rations on upcoming CDA 

projects, including Silicon 
Valley and the Four-Tier 
Data Center. Vice-Chan-
cellor Akhtar was briefed 
on these initiatives, which 
aim to create employment 
opportunities for thou-
sands of youth. Quaid-e-
Azam University’s gradu-
ate students are expected 
to contribute significantly 
to these projects. Further-
more, Chairman Randha-
wa assured the completion 
of the Second Avenue near 
Quaid-e-Azam University 
soon, which will be linked 
with Margalla Road. He 
also pledged to provide 
all necessary resources 
for the convenience of the 
university’s students.

SNGPL 
cuts off 

eight more 
connections

LODHRAN : In a drive 
against gas pilferage, Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited (SNGPL) UFG Control 
Task Force cut off eight more 
gas connections and also re-
moved five illegal extensions. 
According to SNGPL sourc-
es, three gas meters were 
removed and departmental 
action was recommended 
against the consumers for in-
stalling rubber pipes on their 
service lines, which falls un-
der gas pipeline tampering 
as per Section 462-C. Two 
gas connections were cut off 
because the consumers who 
had relocated their meters 
away from the service point 
which caused leakage and loss 
to the company. In another 
case, a consumer had connect-
ed a PVC riser pipe that was 
not installed by the company 
on which his meter was also 
disconnected. Another con-
sumer had illegally relocated 
his meter approximately 180 
feet away to another street 
and the meter was also re-
moved. Likewise, a meter 
was found to have a hole, 
indicating tampering, and 
meter was disconnected. 
Furthermore, three con-
sumers whose meters were 
installed far from the ser-
vice point had their meters 
relocated back to the cor-
rect service location. —APP



NPO to 
organize 

workshop 
on ‘Green 

Productivity 
for SMEs’

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Productivity Organization 
(NPO) regional office in 
Faisalabad is going to or-
ganize an online workshop 
on “Green Productivity for 
Small and Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs)” on August 
(22). The workshop aimed 
at to promote and enhance 
green productivity culture 
in the country, said an NPO 
document shared here on 
Tuesday. The workshop 
provides information about 
green productivity and its 
strategies, as well as assess-
es environmental impact 
and implements green pro-
ductivity initiatives. It also 
highlights the financial as-
pect of green productivity, 
regulatory compliance and 
standards, technology and 
innovation, building a cul-
ture of sustainability, and 
scaling up and continuous 
improvement.—APP

ICT admin 
moves to 

digitize public 
payments

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Capital Territory 
(ICT) Administration is set 
to introduce a new digital 
payment system, making it 
easier for residents to pay 
fees and fines through mo-
bile apps.  The initiative, 
launched in collaboration 
with a private bank, marks 
a significant step towards 
streamlining transactions, 
said the spokesman of ICT 
administration. In this re-
gard, Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Islamabad, Irfan 
Nawaz Memon, chaired a 
meeting to discuss the dig-
itization of public payments 
in the capital.  The meeting 
was attended by officials 
from the Food Authority 
and the Excise Department, 
along with representatives 
from private sector bank. 
The new system will enable 
residents to pay all fees and 
fines related to the Excise 
Office through a mobile ap-
plication.  This includes fines 
and license fees imposed by 
the Food Authority, which 
will also be handled digitally.  
Additionally, permit fees and 
fines under the Transport 
Authority will now be easier 
to pay, as they too will move 
to the digital platform. Dep-
uty Commissioner Irfan 
Nawaz highlighted that 
Price Control Magistrates 
would also benefit from a 
digital solution for manag-
ing fines. —APP

Pak, Netherlands cement ties 
with focus on human trafficking
Ambassador de Vries congratulated Minister Naqvi on his nomination for the presidency of the Asian 

Cricket Council and underscored the importance of sports diplomacy

dnA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Interior Mohsin Naqvi wel-
comed the Ambassador of the 
Netherlands, Henny de Vries, on 
Tuesday at the Ministry of Inte-
rior to discuss issues of mutual 
interest.  The meeting focused 
on enhancing bilateral coopera-
tion across various sectors, with 
a special emphasis on combating 
human trafficking and strength-
ening cricket ties between the 
two nations. Naqvi emphasized 
Pakistan’s commitment to deep-
ening relations with the Nether-
lands, particularly in areas such 
as human trafficking prevention, 
where he highlighted the impor-
tance of collective international 
action. “Human smugglers are a 
powerful mafia, and no country 
can tackle them alone,” Naqvi 
remarked.  The discussion also 
covered the upcoming visit of an 
Italian team to Pakistan, aimed 
at furthering these collaborative 
efforts. Additionally, both sides 
agreed on the need to bolster 
support for Afghan refugees, 
with Pakistan reiterating its 
long-standing commitment to 
hosting displaced populations.  
The conversation also extended 
to the realm of sports, where 
plans to promote cricket be-
tween the two countries were 
discussed.  Ambassador de Vries 

congratulated Minister Naqvi on 
his nomination for the presiden-
cy of the Asian Cricket Council 
and underscored the importance 
of sports diplomacy. 

He expressed hope that closer 
cricket ties would provide the 
Netherlands team with valuable 
learning opportunities from Pa-
kistan’s experience. The meeting 

concluded on a positive note, with 
both sides agreeing to further 
enhance cooperation in various 
fields, reinforcing the strong and 
growing relationship between Pa-

kistan and the Netherlands.   Fed-
eral Interior Secretary Khurram 
Ali Agha and Additional Home 
Secretary Rifat Mukhtar Raja 
were also present at the meeting.

 Anjum Nisar says disruption a direct, aggressive assault  
on trade, industry

dnA
 
As the whole country is in 
the grip of slow internet 
speed and continuous dis-
ruptions for the last one 
month, losing at least $300 
million, the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry’s 
Businessmen Panel (BMP) 
has asked the authorities 
to address the issue and 
restore the full internet 
services in the country. 
FPCCI former president 
and BMP Chairman Mian 
Anjum Nisar observed that 
the disruption is a direct 
and aggressive assault on 
the industry, estimating 
the financial loss of $300 
million, which may escalate 
further if the situation per-
sists. He said that the in-
ternet slowdown is causing 

substantial financial losses 
in the IT and e-commerce 
sectors, as over $3.2 billion 
in annual IT and freelanc-
ing exports, and a $5 billion 
domestic e-commerce eco-
system is now at stake. He 
said that when the internet 
slows down, businesses ex-
perience major disruptions 
in daily operations, as key 
functions such as commu-
nication, order processing, 
inventory management, 
and customer service are 
all hindered. Small busi-
nesses, in particular, are 
vulnerable as they often 
depend entirely on mobile 
internet and Whatsapp to 
attract and serve custom-
ers. These challenges have 
made it difficult for the 
trade and industry, includ-
ing freelancers to meet pro-
ject deadlines and secure 

future business, leading to 
significant revenue loss-
es. According to industry 
experts, Pakistan is the 
fourth-largest freelancing 
industry having more than 
2.5 million freelancers and 
if the issue continues the 
online freelancing plat-
forms may not stand fur-
ther. Quoting the Economic 
Survey of Pakistan, they 
said that the freelancers 
have generated $350 mil-
lion in 2023-24, reporting 
40% annual increase in 
revenue, underscoring the 
rapid growth and impor-
tance of the freelancing 
industry to national econ-
omy. The FPCCI former 
president said the inter-
net freedom is declining 
in the country, with in-
creased censorship across 
social media, e-commerce 

platforms, and search en-
gines. Interestingly, many 
countries with strict in-
ternet regulations are 
also popular tourist desti-
nations, highlighting the 
global challenge of bal-
ancing security with con-
nectivity. After months 
of speculation, Pakistan’s 
IT minister recently con-
firmed that the govern-
ment is indeed upgrad-
ing its web management 
system to address cyber 
security threats. The gov-
ernment has stressed the 
importance of protecting 
the country’s interests 
in the face of these chal-
lenges. Anjum Nisar said 
that the growing anxie-
ty within the business 
community reflects the 
broader implications of 
these internet disruptions. 

$3.2bn IT export at stake as country 
remains in grip of slow net: BMP
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United efforts, Youth’s 
hard work inevitable 
dnA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar 
on Tuesday said that the 
nation’s united efforts 
and youth’s excellence 
in education and innova-
tion were inevitable to 
develop Pakistan as an 
economic power. “I be-
lieve that Pakistan was 
created in the name of 
Allah. This can never fail. 
It has to prosper. It has 
to develop and lead Mus-
lim Ummah one day. You 
have the potential...If 
we put in our efforts, we 
can become an economic 
power. Once we become 
an economic power, we 
will lead Muslim Um-
mah,” he said addressing 
the Youth Convention 

held here. Advising the 
youth to avail education 
opportunities in class-
rooms as well as outside, 
opt for new technologies, 
and explore new avenues, 
he also asked the youth 
to beware of the enemies 
within which were poised 
to destroy the country. 
“The world knows that 
being a missile power, 
you can lead the 57-state 
Muslim world. Pakistan 
as a nuclear power is not 
acceptable to some glob-
al powers. They can’t 
defeat Pakistan through 
conventional methods but 
they can patronise and 
promote their stooges 
to destroy Pakistan,” he 
commented. He told the 
gathering of vice-chancel-
lors, students and educa-
tionists that during the 
2013-2018 PML-N gov-
ernment, Pakistan was 

projected to become a 
member of G-20 nations 
as the country was taking 
off that time with 2% food 
inflation, 3.7% consumer 
price index, 6% growth 
and the most stable cur-
rency in South Asia. He 
said the PDM govern-
ment was aimed at saving 
Pakistan as its enemies 
desired to see it default.  
Ishaq Dar said Pakistan’s 
youth had the potential to 
become change makers 
but it required unity, a 
continuous learning pro-
cess and setting aside ha-
tred, extremism, and per-
sonal biases. The deputy 
prime minister said during 
his visit to Balochistan on 
Independence Day, he was 
told that some disgrun-
tled Baloch youth were 
involved in terror activ-
ities. “I believe, no one 
can be disgruntled with 

his own motherland. We 
should resolve the issues 
amicably. There is no 
room for terrorism in the 
name of disgruntlement. 
This is not acceptable,” 
he remarked. The deputy 
prime minister said that the 
government was extending 
facilities to the youth and 
Special Investment Facilita-
tion Council was also focus-
ing on their empowerment 
as they could become a 
source of investment in ed-
ucation, skill development 
and technology. He said 
during his four terms as fi-
nance minister, he always 
prioritized funding projects 
aimed at youth empower-
ment.  
Recalling Pakistan’s jour-
ney of becoming a nuclear 
power in 1998, he said that 
the government did not 
compromise the national 
defence.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

AuguSt
Aug 01/China

Armed Forces Day 

Aug 01/Switzerland
National Day

Aug 01/Lebanon
Armed Forces Day

Aug  01 /Syria
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/Bukino Faso
National Day

Aug 09 /Singapore

Aug 15/DPR Korea
Independence Day

Aug 15/India
Independence Day

Aug 15/Poland
Armed Forces Day

 

Aug 17 /Indonesia
Independence Day

Aug 24/Ukraine
Independence Day

Aug 25/Uruguay 
Independence Day

Aug 30 /Turkey
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/Kyrgyz Repub-
lic

Independence Day

Aug 31/Malaysia
National Day

ECP sets Aug 26 as deadline for postal  
ballot applications in NA-171 bye-election

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission has fixed the last date for receipt of applications for postal ballot papers for 
Bye-Election in NA-171 R.Y. Khan-III, as 26th August, 2024. This facility, under the law, has been extended to the 
persons in Government service, members of Armed Forces,  their wives and such of their children as are registered 
voters and ordinarily reside with them provided they are stationed at a place other than the place in which their 
constituency is situated, persons with any physical disability who are unable to travel and hold a National Identity 
Card with a logo for physical disability issued by the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA). Per-
sons who are detained in prison or held in custody are also entitled to vote by postal ballot. persons appointed by 
the Returning Officers, including police personnel, for the performance of any duty in connection with an election 
at polling stations other than the one at which they are entitled to cast their vote are advised to apply for postal bal-
lot to the Returning Officers within three days of their appointment. Applications for Postal Ballot should be made 
on the prescribed Form with the Returning Officer concerned of the constituency.  Application Forms for Postal 
Ballot can be obtained from Mr. Waqas Zafar, Assistant Commissioner Rahim Yar Khan Contact No. 068-9230271. 
The application Form may also be downloaded from ECP’s website www.ecp.gov.pk. The voters to whom postal 
ballots are issued will not be entitled to vote in person at the polling stations.The application should be forwarded/
endorsed by the office/ department of the voter concerned to guard against unauthorized person applying for postal 
ballot. —DNA

AIOU releases 
admission schedule 

for matric, FA
ISLAMABAD: The Allama Iqbal Open University Islama-
bad has released an admission programme  regarding 
Matric and FA for Autumn semester 2024 here on 
Tuesday.  Regional Director Open University Dr Zu-
bair Iqbal told media that the last date for admission  
in Autumn semester was September 5.  The admis-
sions are going on in the semester 2024 for matric-
ulation, FA, ICOM,  Dars-i-Nazimi programmes and 
various other online courses.  Dr Zubair Ahmad said 
that the last date for admission without late fee was 
September 5 and  prospectus were available on the 
university website as candidates could submit their 
admissions  online.  He said that Pakistanis living 
abroad (international students) could also take ad-
mission in  matriculation, FA and I Com as this pro-
gramme was being offered by the university under 
the online  management system while examinations 
for international students were also conducted on-
line.  Dr Zubair Ahmad said the Allama Iqbal Open 
University also provided financial assistance to  the 
deserving students to pay fees and also provided 
free education to the jail inmates, transgenders  and 
persons with special disabilities.  He said the Allama 
Iqbal Open University Regional Office Sargodha had 
also provided online admission  facility to students 
through its WhatsApp number 0308-0918621. —DNA
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 Syed lAique hAider
  
Economic and political fac-
tors have had a profound 
influence on Pakistan’s for-
eign policy. On the interna-
tional scene, Mercantilism 
has always been a decisive 
and major part of develop-
ment and trade. According 
to this economic theory, 
Pakistan is able to lever-
age outer world markets 
through exporting surplus; 
it stores wealth; and, finally, 
it is always the protection 
of the domestic market. All 
these factors play a huge 
role in shaping the trade 
agreements, diplomatic re-
lations, and international 
economic policies of Paki-
stan. From the beginning of 
its existence, Pakistan has 
always been a promoter of 
Mercantilism. In this way, 
the initial economic plans 
of the country drive to the 
fast growth of economy and 
expansion of the export 
sector, which are neces-
sary to set this vision in or 
out of the country. the last 
seven decades, Pakistan’s 
foreign policy has attached 
the export-led growth path 
as its primary priority to 
increase output flow and 
promote trade diversifica-
tion. The government has 
put in place protectionist 
measures including tariffs, 
quotas, and subsidies giving 
priority to domestic indus-
tries. Not only defensive, 
but these treaties also join 
hands with the countries 
from the Middle East like 
China, Turkey, and the Gulf 
states who come togeth-
er in search of resources, 
markets, and investment. 
Regional economic coop-
eration has been realized 
via a number of trade and 
economic organizations like 
SAARC and ECO. Mercan-
tilism has been the engine 
of economic growth in Paki-
stan, materialising the goal 
of industrialization and job 
creation along with the ex-

ports. Trading has now been 
more diversified thereby, to 
a very big degree, decreas-
ing the dependence in US 
and EU markets. Hence, 
Mercantilism has allowed 
Pakistan the space to en-
gage in responsible, mu-
tually beneficial military 
partnerships, as well as to 
pursue an independent for-
eign policy. However, diffi-
culties like trade deficits, 
balance of payments issues 
and over-reliance on some 
few export commodities 
have crept in. Pakistan’s 
strength lies in global 
trade, and it lies in region-
al economic cooperation 
and in supporting it also by 
competitive skills, regional 
value chains, and regional 
production networks. The 
country with the broad-
est network of good and 
service exports but not 
only(low-value products)is 
more likely to be success-
ful. Moreover, productivity 
is a major driver of innova-
tion and job creation. The 
sharing of good practices 
and experiences among 
them can accelerate the 
growth process in the differ-
ent countries of the region. 
Along with India, Pakistan 
is on the same development 
path with more or less the 
same levels of development 
in various sectors. A great 
deal of infrastructure has 
been built in the last 70 
years, but not much of it 
can be shared with other 
sectors rather than have 
a discussion on whether 
Mercantilism is responsi-
ble for Pakistan’s economic 
growth and its ability to pos-
sess strategic autonomy, it 
would be preferable to keep 
away from such traps. 
For Pakistan to achieve its 
goals, it is very important 
to change its current pol-
icy and embrace an inclu-
sive trading regime where 
the benefits cascading 
from the growth process 
are distributed pro-poor. 
Pakistan should diversify 

its goods and adhere to 
the Code of Conduct pro-
posed by the United Na-
tions Framework Agree-
ment on the Regional 
Economic Cooperation in 
South Asia (India, 1990). 
Furthermore, multilateral 
trade pacts such as the 
South Asian Free Trade 
Area (SAFTA), the Cen-
tral Asia Free Trade Area 
(CAFTA), the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC), 
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASE-
AN) or the Kellogg-Briand 
Pact will definitely be suc-
cessful. 
Rigorous policies are the 
hallmarks of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy which ena-
bles a sound economy and 
a strategic position. How-
ever, one can’t ignore the 
difficulties and drawbacks 
that are a result of these 
approaches. Through 
proper reformation in the 
world, the country could 
constantly achieve sus-
tainable economic growth 
and strategic autonomy, as 
pledged. The main focus 
of the Mercantilist con-
cept in foreign policy is 
the use of protectionism. 
The global economy is a 
kaleidoscope of both suc-
cessful and broken coun-
tries. Prognosticating the 
winners from the losers 
of globalization depends 
on how the future dynam-
ics of the market economy 
will evolve. The Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) had even outlived 
the Biden administration 
and was still in force. The 
accomplishment of making 
Pakistan’s foreign policy 
sustainable through the 
promotion of mercantilist 
has been the main source 
of its economic dominance 
and strategic freedom. 
Moreover, in recent years, 
these problems have be-
come even more impor-
tant in evaluating wheth-
er this approach is really 
justified and whether it 

is even effective. The re-
cord-high trade deficits of 
Pakistan have prompted 
queries regarding the vi-
ability of its mercantilist 
policies. The country’s ex-
ports have lagged behind 
the imports, resulting in 
a trade deficit that has 
grown and put pressure 
on foreign exchange re-
serves. Along with that, 
Pakistan’s exports still 
rely on a few commodities, 
such as textiles and cot-
ton, a situation that leaves 
the country in the hands 
of the ever-changing glob-
al demand and prices. The 
entire protectionism out-
break and ensuing trade 
wars in the global sphere 
rearranged trade patterns, 
so Pakistan had to review 
and make amendments to 
its mercantilist strategy. 
The state has to handle 
the flow of global value 
chain and stay in coop-
eration with its partners 
and find access to new 
markets. Moreover, the 
political differences and 
lack of mutual economical 
features are still the rea-
sons why Pakistan did not 
succeed when it comes 
to the regional econom-
ic organizations, such as 
SAARC and ECO.  The 
Chin-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) project 
has brought huge inputs 
and the infrastructure has 
benefited tremendously 
but there have also been 
worrying questions about 
the debt burden as well 
as the local industries’ 
condition. Pakistan has 
to make sure that CPEC 
enhances the whole econ-
omy and that it does not 
create an undesired level 
of reliance. Also, the claim 
that has been repeated is 
that usually, the pursuit of 
economic growth through 
mercantilism comes at the 
expense of environmental 
and social aspects.  Mer-
cantilism is expected to 
take a leading position in 

the foreign policy of Paki-
stan as it sails through the 
whirlpools of the world 
economy. This economic 
course, which is mainly 
directed at exports, strate-
gic trade agreements, and 
investments in local indus-
tries, is a definite main-
stay of Pakistan’s foreign 
policy throughout its his-
tory. On the other hand, 
Mercantilism predicted to 
be the most influential fac-
tor for having Pakistan as 
a thriving economic hub, it 
may also opt for self-deter-
mined policies, and it may 
be instrumental in initiat-
ing eco-sustainability. The 
Mercantilist strategy of Pa-
kistan will mainly consist 
of the expansion of their 
trade partnerships and 
development in the newer 
markets. Apart from look-
ing for opportunities in 
Africa, Latin America, and 
Southeast Asia, Pakistan 
can utilize these avenues 
as its channels of trade 
with the rest of the globe. 
Besides rendering assis-
tance to the US and the 
European Union as they 
cope with these crises, 
the country will likewise 
reinforce its connection 
with regional economic 
entities like SAARC, ECO, 
and SCO and pursuit of re-
gional trade, investment, and 
economic growth. Investment 
¾ hard infrastructure will be 
the driving force in Pakistan’s 
economy; that will also be ac-
commodated by new factory 
startups and  All in all, Mercan-
tilism will be the main propel-
ler towards the foreign policy 
of Pakistan in the future, the 
engine which will drive the 
economic growth, the wheel 
which will ensure strategic 
autonomy, and the glue which 
will bind the sustainable devel-
opment. While, the economy 
is walking through the storm, 
the Mercantilism will be the 
central steering wheel for the 
dynamic economic growth, the 
flourishing, and the protection 
of the national interests.

Role of Mercantilism in the Foreign Policy of Pakistan

Briefs
Bilawal 

felicitates 
scientists, 

engineers on 
successful test 

of Shaheen-II 
missile

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari on Tuesday felicitat-
ed the scientists and engi-
neers on the successful test 
of the Shaheen-II ballistic 
missile. According to a press 
release issued here by the 
party secretariat, Bilawal 
Bhutto said “Our missile 
technology reflects the ex-
pertise and dedication of our 
scientists and engineers.”  
Chief PPP said that the suc-
cessful test of Shaheen-II is 
a message of fear for Paki-
stan’s enemies.—APP

ECP extends 
last date for 

submission of 
nomination 

papers for LG 
polls in ICT

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission  of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Tuesday extended 
the last date for submission 
of nomination papers for 
the Islamabad Local Gov-
ernment Elections which 
was ending today. The last 
date for submission for nom-
ination papers has been ex-
tended up to 28th of August 
after receiving applications 
from various political parties 
besides  facilitating the par-
ticipation of various political 
parties, said a press release 
issued here by ECP.—APP

Edu ministry 
announces 
“Anemia-

Free schools” 
campaign in 
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of 
Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training under PM’s Ed-
ucational Reforms Programme, 
has announced the launch of 
“Anemia-Free Schools” cam-
paign in Islamabad, starting with 
higher secondary schools.  to 
the Official sources from the Ed-
ucation Ministry, this initiative 
in collobration with Allah wala 
Trust aims to combat anemia 
among students, ensuring they 
receive the necessary nutrients 
for optimal health and academic 
performance.—APP

President 
pays tribute to 
Rashid Minhas 
Shaheed’ valor, 

sacrifice
ISLAMABAD: President 
Asif Ali Zardari on Tuesday 
paid tribute to Pilot Officer 
Rashid Minhas Shaheed 
(Nishan-i-Haider) lauding 
his bravery and sacrifice to 
safeguard the country. The 
president, in his message 
on Rashid Minhas Sha-
heed’s martyrdom anniver-
sary, said that the pilot of-
ficer had sacrificed his life 
for the country’s security. 
“The whole nation salutes 
Rashid Minhas Shaheed 
for his patriotism and pas-
sion for martyrdom. The 
nation feels proud of the 
soldiers like him,” he re-
marked. The nation owes to 
its martyrs and will always 
remember their sacrifices, 
he said and prayed to Allah 
Almighty for the elevation 
of the martyred in paradise.

ANF seizes 
over 10 kg 

drugs; arrests 
a drug dealer

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting an operation in 
Sialkot managed to recover 
over 10 kg drugs, weapons 
and arrested a drug dealer, 
said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Tues-
day. He informed that in a 
joint operation conducted 
in Tehsil Daska, Sialkot by 
ANF and Punjab Police, 
10.2 kg drugs, two motorcy-
cles and weapons were re-
covered.  The accused who 
tried to escape during the 
operation opened fire on 
the ANF team with AK-47 
and 30 bore pistol. Howev-
er, the ANF team managed 
to arrest the drug dealer. 
This is a major achievement 
of the ANF team in the fight 
against drug trafficking, 
ANF spokesman said.—APP

PR to outsource 
more trains 

through 
transparent 

bidding process
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways has planned to 
outsource the commercial 
management of additional 
trains to private entities 
under a Public-Private Part-
nership (PPP) model through 
a transparent and competitive 
bidding process.  “The basic 
purpose of outsourcing the 
trains is to provide better fa-
cilities to the passengers and 
generate more revenue for 
the department, official sourc-
es in the Ministry of Railways 
told APP. The department in-
itially invited tenders for this 
outsourcing initiative, but only 
three companies participat-
ed, offering bids  below the 
benchmarked amount, they 
added. —APP

Education endowment fund 
to support higher education 

He lauded Kakar for contesting and winning the Oxford Union election as a manifestation  
of his steadfastness and firm resolve. He expressed the hope that Pakistani youth like Israr Kakar 

would continue to bring laurels to Pakistan
fAiSAl SheiKh

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday said 
that the government had estab-
lished the Pakistan Education En-
dowment Fund to support children 
from low-income families to obtain 
higher education. The prime min-
ister, in a meeting with Israr Khan 
Kakar, the newly elected President of 
Oxford Union of UK’s Oxford Univer-
sity, said that a 20% quota had been 
allocated for the youth of Balochistan 
under the Pakistan Education En-
dowment Fund. Prime Minister She-
hbaz warmly welcomed Israr Kakar 
at the PM House, appreciated him 
for bringing fame to Pakistan, and 
viewed that talented youth like him 
could guarantee a bright future 
for Pakistan. He lauded Kakar for 
contesting and winning the Oxford 
Union election as a manifestation 
of his steadfastness and firm re-
solve. He expressed the hope that 
Pakistani youth like Israr Kakar 
would continue to bring laurels to 
Pakistan. “Winning scholarship 
throughout the academic career 
and then his election as president 
of a great body like Oxford Un-
ion by a youngster coming from 
a backward area of Balochistan 
is a matter of pride,” the prime 
minister remarked. Inviting him 
to address the Oxford Union, Israr 
Kakar appreciated Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz for his government’s 
measures for youth empowerment 
and providing them equal opportu-
nities. “All of the youth like me, are 
resolved to offer all-out services for 
Pakistan’s progress and prosperity,” 
Kakar remarked.

Easypaisa unveils enhanced credit 
score to elevate financial literacy

dnA

ISLAMABAD: Easypaisa 
has launched an enhanced 
credit score visibility fea-
ture designed to elevate 
financial awareness and 
empower users in manag-
ing their financial health. 
This cutting-edge feature 
provides unprecedented ac-
cess to users’ credit scores 
directly within the easypaisa 
app, addressing a critical gap 
in Pakistan, where under-
standing of credit scores is 
limited. A major challenge 
in our financial industry has 
been the lack of availability 
of credit score information 

for users. easypaisa’s new 
feature enhances the credit 
score facility by empower-
ing users to take control 
of their financial well-being 
while simultaneously edu-
cating them on how their 
transaction, credit, and de-
posit behaviors impact their 
credit score. The feature 
is enriched with a dynamic 
credit score dashboard, pro-
viding users with a clear view 
of their current credit score 
and its trends over the past 
12 months. This in-depth 
analysis offers a transpar-
ent and detailed financial 
perspective that supports 
informed decision-making. 
The feature also empowers 
users to understand the key 

factors influencing their 
easypaisa credit score, en-
compassing critical aspects 
of their financial health such 
as spending habits, loan man-
agement, savings, and in-app 
subscriptions. For instance, 
the feature analyzes custom-
ers’ digital payment behav-
iors—including money trans-
fers, bill payments, mobile 
top-ups, and QR payments—en-
abling them to better compre-
hend their financial habits. It 
encourages users to increase 
financial transactions in areas 
where they may be less active 
and raises awareness about 
their transaction patterns. 
Loan management is anoth-
er significant factor, allowing 
users to track their borrow-

ing history with easypaisa, 
including the amount bor-
rowed, frequency of borrow-
ing, on-time repayments, and 
any late payments over vari-
ous time frames (1 month, 
3 months, 6 months, and 12 
months). Savings also play 
a crucial role in the credit 
score, helping users under-
stand their deposit patterns, 
including the total amount 
saved, frequency of deposits, 
average balance over specific 
periods, and any days with 
zero balance. This compre-
hensive approach provides 
users with a detailed under-
standing of their financial 
behavior, encouraging more 
informed and proactive fi-
nancial management.

MoHR  to review 
implementation 
of laws, policies

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) is working 
with mandate to review human rights and protection of labour 
rights situation in the country including implementation of laws, 
policies and measures. Talking to APP, an official said that the 
Ministry was also formulating various programmes for teaching 
of human rights at educational institutions. He said that the Minis-
try was also working to implement the “Rules and Regulations for 
the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Senior Citizens Act, 2021”.  
The development of the Rules and Regulations for the ICT Senior 
Citizens Act is an important step in this process.” Number of sen-
ior people is exceeding. It is thus critical to create an enabling and 
healthy environment to ensure that every human being, irrespec-
tive of age, was able to fulfill their potential with dignity and equali-
ty. The year 2024 marked the 34th anniversary of the Internation-
al Day of Older Persons as well as the initiation of the Decade of 
Healthy Ageing (2020-2030), he added.  He added that despite 
the Social Welfare Department setting up several old homes 
across the country to provide shelter to old people abandoned 
by their families, no senior centres exist for offering integra-
tive recreational facilities and socialization opportunities to 
millions of elderly citizens in the country, He further added 
that the legislation to protect the rights of elderly people living a 
less empowered social life. The discussions focused on the draft 
rules and regulations for three key areas of Senior Citizens Card, 
Establishment of Old Age Homes and Privileges provided to sen-
ior citizens under the Act: (20% discount on the medical facilities 
and retirement benefits for the older people).—APP
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Divesting from Genocide Harris-Walz pick 
for US-China tiesA S the genocide in Gaza continues relentlessly and images of unimaginable 

horror and sorrow fill our social media daily, it is important to reflect on 
the recent small victories emerging from Canadian institutional and politi-

cal quarters. First, there was the announcement that the Canadian government was 
officially revoking the charity status of the Jewish National Fund (JNF). Earlier this 
week, it was revealed that Scotiabank further reduced its investment in Israeli arms 
company Elbit Systems. Canada Palestine Association in Vancouver posted the fol-
lowing statement on August 15: “On June 3, 2023 Vancouver activists held a march 
and flash action at Scotiabank headquarters, to help launch a national campaign to 
demand that Scotiabank divest from the Israeli arms maker Elbit Systems.  Since 
then, Scotiabank’s asset fund has reduced its half a billion dollar investment in Elbit 
3 times, but still owns 1.44% of Elbit shares (worth approx. $113 million). Many 
groups and individuals have been part of the campaign to say #ShameonScotiabank 
for funding Israeli genocide; it is this collective pressure that produced results. A 
special shoutout to allies in the artists and writers community who embraced this 
issue, and helped increase the visibility of the campaign in new and creative ways. 
However, although Scotiabank is no longer the largest foreign investor in Elbit, it is 
still one of the “top ten”. Any funding of genocide is too much. We will not rest until 
Scotiabank divests completely from Israeli war crimes.” In fact, over the last three 
fiscal quarters, Scotiabank’s asset fund has progressively reduced its investment in 
Elbit Systems. This gradual ‘incremental divestment’ is less dramatic than a com-
plete withdrawal of funding at once and allows the bank to argue that the decision 
was based on ‘investment merit’. But activists are not buying it. In fact, Elbit Sys-
tems says its revenues have actually increased over the last year. What arms compa-
ny doesn’t do well during a genocide? However, Scotiabank may be paying a bigger 
price on the homefront in huge negative publicity and lost credibility, which is also 
a factor in doing business. Canadian Press reported on August 14: “Elbit noted in 
its most recent results that it had a 12 percent increase in revenue compared with 
a year earlier as it saw high demand for its products, including ‘material increased 
demand’ from the Israel Ministry of Defense.” But the cost of slipping trust and 
reputation - crucial for a financial institution - weighed heavier than Elbit’s increased 
profits. The campaign demanding that Scotiabank stop funding Israeli genocide has 
reached new popular heights. The combination of a big bank in alliance with an 
arms company ruthlessly making money by eradicating a whole civilian population 
in Gaza is not good publicity. And activists in Canada, from coast to coast, took up 
the issue. Pickets, flash actions inside, multiple petitions, and as noted already, the 
added spotlight brought to various artistic and literary events funded by Scotiabank. 
Allies in the arts community were pivotal in this campaign, targeting the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize and disrupting its live awards ceremony, as well as the Hot Docs Fes-
tival. Toronto writers against the war on Gaza said in comments on Scotiabank’s 
latest piece-meal divestment: “Artists have drawn a red line for our cultural institu-
tions. Our power as culture workers lies not only in what we create but in the collec-
tive power we exercise toward Palestinian liberation. The time is past for pins and 
public statements as the end point of our resistance. This win was achieved through 
the withdrawal of labor, through direct action, and through organizing.

T HERE has been a lot of chatter and misinformation online about Tim 
Walz and his connection to China since US Vice-President Kamala Har-
ris named the Minnesota governor, former congressman, teacher and 

football coach as her running mate. Republicans, led by Donald Trump, a con-
victed felon who clocked up a reported 30,573 false or misleading statements 
during his presidency, have swallowed the orange Kool-Aid and are painting a 
weird and false portrait of Walz. Typical drivel includes the post on X by Trump 
acolyte and potential secretary of state Richard Grenell: “Communist China is 
very happy with @GovTimWalz as Kamala’s VP pick. No one is more pro-China 
than Marxist Walz.” It reminds me of the hilarious ways in which Republicans 
successfully demonised legendary Florida congressman Claude Pepper in 1950, 
including by calling him “Red Pepper” for his liberal views, during the anti-com-
munist “red scare”. Let’s try to set the record straight for Walz. It is true that 
young Walz was a high school teacher of American culture and hi tory as well 
as English in southern China on a programme founded by Harvard students in 
the momentous 1989-1990 period, and was among the earliest cohort of Amer-
ican teachers in China. It is also true that he has made more than 30 trips to 
China and even honeymooned there, giving rise to unsubstantiated accusations 
that he must have been a spy, based on the weak argument that overworked 
and underpaid teachers could never have afforded such luxuries. Critics are 
also incensed that years ago, Walz had the temerity to suggest that the US and 
China did not need to have an “adversarial relationship”. As a football coach at 
Mankato West High School in Minnesota, Walz took his team from a bunch of 
losers to state champions in 1999. In China, Walz’s young students at Foshan No 
1 High School nicknamed him “Fields of China” for his kindness. While friendly 
with the Chinese people, Walz is no fan of China’s Communist Party and has 
criticised the government. From 2007 to 2018, he served on the Congression-
al-Executive Commission on China, which monitors its legal and human rights 
developments, and was described as a “stalwart” member by the chairman. He 
was a frequent critic of China’s human rights record – his photo with the Dalai 
Lama is well-known. My view is that electorally, Walz’s China affinity will have 
a modestly negative effect at worst, especially if he and Harris can win over 
the moderate voters in the swing states. As a Jew, I don’t believe that Walz will 
seriously imperil the ticket’s chances in the way that Pennsylvania governor 
Josh Shapiro, an observant Jew whom Harris reportedly considered for running 
mate, would have. If Harris-Walz can win the November 5 election – widely seen 
as a virtual toss-up – it will be a net win for US-China relations, as Walz has a 
genuine affection for China and its people. Michael Hayden, a former director 
of the CIA and National Security Agency, has said of Walz’s knowledge of China: 
“So he knows a lot about it. That’s great.” If Harris wins, Walz would be in a 
prime position to influence policy in an administration whose leader lacks for-
eign policy experience, especially with China.
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A traveler’s paradise: Surveying the Ethiopian tourism 

National security in American political discourse

Ambassador Jemal Beker Abdula  

E THIOPIA has a vast tourism potential due to its 
natural, cultural, religious, historical and archeo-
logical gifts. Ethiopia is often dubbed in the inter-

national community as the “Cradle of Humankind” due 
to its prominent position and important role in studying 
human evolution and human beginning on earth. Several 
pieces of evidence prove the country’s valuable contribu-
tion to understanding early human history and pre-history 
under different phases. The country’s rich archaeological 
heritage can be measured on various lines, like the dis-
covery of Lucy in 1974 at the Hadar site. The Lucy title is 
given to the Australopithecus collection of several pieces 
of centuries-old fossilized bones discovered in the Awash 
Valley of Ethiopia. The Lucy skeleton has been marked 
internationally as one of the most completed early homi-
nid discoveries to understand the origin of human evolu-
tion. Akin to Lucy, the Ardi (Ardipithecusramidus), Homo 
Erectus, and Homo Habilis provide further validation to 
the considerable contribution of Ethiopia in the history 
of mankind. In addition to Hadar, Afra Depression and 
Melka Kunture and Balchit are known globally as impor-
tant areas enriched with fossil deposits, and they offer a 
greater deal to people interested in visiting archeological 
and Paleoanthropological sites. The country’s unique po-
sition in the region has made it an epicentre of early hu-
man civilizations, providing a wide range of ancient sites 
and fascinating international visitors concerning archae-
ology studies. The country’s archaeological tourism con-
tains profound insights into human history, which offers 
immense opportunities to explore the depths of human 
origin and its evolution on Ethiopian land.
Furthermore, religion always remained an important as-
pect of Addis Ababa’s cultural and historical heritage, 
where the local population has a centuries-old history of di-
verse religious practices. The varying indigenous religious 
practices across the country have highlighted Addis Ababa 
internationally as one of the prominent lands of pilgrims 
and an interesting place where visitors can learn about the 
history of religions and their transcontinental spread. Ethi-
opia’s deep-rooted association with ancient religions has 
made it a historical center of ancient Christian and Islamic 

values without upsetting the positions of other sacred ide-
ologies in society. The famous town of the Lalibela, has 11 
rock-cut monolithic churches, which have been established 
in contrast to the early monolithic churches of the country. 
The presence of spiritual Christian sites introduced innova-
tive architecture in the historical buildings, and these build-
ings attract thousands of pilgrims and visitors annually. 
Regarding Islamic history, HararJugol-the, the old walled 
city, is one of the ancient places of the Muslim world, 
and presently, it is internationally famous for its ancient 
mosques and rich Islamic knowledge. The city’s unique 
architecture is globally known forits Harar Walls, which 
presents a brief overview of Islamic culture and ancient 
Muslim traditions. This walled city is well-known for its 
distinctive interior designs, including 82 mosques and 102 
shrines, largely contributing to Ethiopia’s national cultural 
heritage. Moreover, Sof Omar natural and cultural heritage 
is another fascinating religious and cultural sites of Ethio-
pia. As a sacred place of worship Sof Omar cave system is 
believed to be the Caves of Mystery where the ancestral 
cult of Sheik Sof Omar Ahmad, his families and descend-
ants is observed and practiced annually. Each and every 
cave structures are assigned and designated to diverse 
ritual practices. Annual festive events with comprehensive 
Islamic religious processions and traditional beliefs and 
practices are conducted in the cave shrines and mosques 
of this underground karstic limestone caverns Both cities 
of Ethiopia, Lalibela and Harar, and Sof Omar Cave are on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List due to their rich cultur-
al and religious heritages and sacred associations with the 
Christian and Muslim communities. 
UNESCO has added many Ethiopian sites to its World Her-
itage List, such as the ancient cities of Aksum and Tiya 
(famous for their massive obelisks (stelae) and tombs), and 
Awash Valley (due to the discovery of Lucy), the Lower Val-
ley of the Omo (having a wealth of fossils), and Konso cul-
tural landscape (due to anthropomorphic wooden statues). 
UNESCO has formally recognized two national parks in 
Ethiopia as potential places for its World Heritage List: the 
Simien Mountains National Park and the Bale Mountains 
National Park. The Simien Mountains Park is the largest 
national park in the country, and its territory covers the 
two highest points of Ethiopia, Simien Mountain and Ras 
Dashan. The Bale Mountains National Park is famous for 
its diverse Afromontane habitats and striking landscapes, 
whereas other national parks contain varying exceptional 
features. In addition to having a wide range of wildlife and 
biodiversity, the Semi-arid landscapes of Awash National 
Park, the white grass of NechSar National Park, the Mursi 
and Nyangatom tribes of Omo National Park, Nile River 
Basin ecosystem of Gambella National Park, and the savan-
nah landscapes of Mago National Park are the mainstream 
points of Ethiopian tourism. These parks reflect the coun-
try’s diverse ecosystems, critical for protecting Ethiopian 
natural culture, attractive landscapes, and rich biodiversity. 
Moreover, the semi-desert ecosystem of Yangudi Rassa Na-
tional Park, the twin lakes of Abijatta-Shalla Lakes Nation-

al Park, the South Sudanese-Nile ecosystem of Gambella 
National Park, and the dense forests and magnificent river 
flows of the Chebera Churchura National Park contain in-
teresting tourist offerings. The various attractive points of 
these parks enabled Ethiopia to attract many visitors from 
diverse backgrounds. These national parks’ unique cultural 
and ecological offerings have enabled the Ethiopian nation 
to commendably support the broader context of African 
tourism in the world.  It is pertinent to mention here the 
highest points of Northeastern Africa, the Ethiopian high-
lands, and sometimes they are called the Roof of Africa. 
This is due to the country’s high elevation and distinctive 
mountainous terrain. The country has some of the interna-
tionally known highest peaks of the continent, and these 
peaks give the Ethiopian nation a towering position in the 
continent parallel to making it an inimitable home of deep 
valleys, rugged mountains, and extensive plateaus. The 
Roof of Africa sometimes recalls Addis Ababa’s historical 
resilience and independence efforts, contrasting other Af-
rican nations colonized by several external powers. In this 
way, Roof of Africa enhances the scope of Ethiopian tour-
ism in the world while containing adequate fascination for 
travellers interested in trekking, mountain climbing, and 
witnessing the unmatchable natural stunning landscapes. 
In addition to the country’s topology, the Ethiopian cul-
tural diversity is internationally recognized as an essential 
feature of its tourism potential. This diversity is based on 
different ethnic groups’ languages, traditions, norms, and 
cultural practices. The Omo Valley is famous in the region 
for its dissimilar cultural practices consisting of different 
Indigenous tribes such as Mursi, Hamer, Kara, Nyama-
tong, Kuegu, Arbore, Ari, Daasanach, and Turkana.These 
diverse social patterns of Ethiopia formulate a unique 
music comprised of characteristic pentatonic scale and 
exceptional traditional dances of more than 80  domestic 
ethnic groups have their own peculiar musical pattern and 
melodies. The exciting part of Ethiopian music is associat-
ed with its unique instruments. These instruments create 
different tunes of Christian Zema and Muslim Sufi music, 
along with folk and popular melodies. In this way, music 
represents a vibrant component of the country’s cultural 
identity, which the Ethiopian nation has recognized as a 
primary source of pride. International tourist communities 
could consider it a gateway to understanding and enjoying 
Ethiopian culture, whereas travellers from diverse coun-
tries can enjoy the exciting music scenes in Addis Ababa. 
International travellers can enjoy a mixture of traditional 
music and contemporary pop under the interesting tunes 
of Ethio-Jazz in various live public music avenues. Besides 
social and cultural music events, religious festivals like 
Timkat and Meskel annually receive many visitors from 
different countries to experience Ethiopian spiritual music 
which are UNESCO intangible World Heritages. Moreover, 
the Harari People Shuwalid Festival attracting a huge Mus-
lim community that also registered as Intangible World 
Heritages. Thus, there is no harm in saying that the music 
has become essential to Ethiopian tourism while offering a 

matchless blend of classical and modern beats. 
The discussion on Ethiopian tourism can only be com-
pleted by mentioning the role of local cuisine, which is 
an integral part of national cultural identity, in attracting 
international visitors. The growing tourist attraction for 
Ethiopian taste is due to its exclusive flavours, distinctive 
dining manners, traditional cooking styles, and rich culi-
nary traditions. The gluten-free Injera, spiced clarified 
Niter Kibbeh, chilli-based Berbere, Mitmita, muqmad, chu-
ko, qocho represent different local ingredients’ tastes and 
potentially attract visitors from different countries. The 
communal dining styles support a sense of togetherness, 
and breaking Injera together contains cultural significance 
more than eating. Such cultural norms foster the values of 
hospitality, friendship, and community thinking, which ena-
ble international travellers to enjoy the memorable cuisine 
culture of Ethiopia. Coffee is a gravitational point of Ethi-
opian cuisine because the country is the birthplace of cof-
fee, and it has been socially associated with various formal 
ceremonies and cultural events. The roistering, grinding, 
and brewing of coffee beans also encompass fascinating 
Ethiopian heritage, whereas the tourist communities could 
visit the coffee forms of Harar, Jimma, Limu, Yirgacheffe 
and Sidamo, providing practical experiences of coffee culti-
vation and its further processing. Moreover, the country’s 
coffee tours involve fascinating and immersive experienc-
es, letting travellers gain exciting facts about the Ethiopian 
coffee industry and its global reputation.
Therefore, the country has several tourist offerings and 
compelling destinations for visitors. The abovementioned 
information provides a glimpse of Ethiopian potential in 
the international tourist industry parallel to securing a 
prominent position in regional tourist reviews. Under the 
leadership of Prime MinisterAbiy Ahmed, the country’s 
present government is highly determined to boost Ethio-
pian tourist potential by upgrading the country’s tourist 
infrastructure like Wanchi ecotourism, Chebra Churcura 
elephant loge, and Gorgora and promoting the indigenous 
tourism industry. The central vision of Abiy Ahmed’s gov-
ernment concentrates on cultural preservation, sustaina-
ble practices, digital transformation, and diversification in 
the national tourism sector. The Addis Ababa-based formal 
political authorities aim to transform Ethiopia into a lead-
ing tourist destination with regional and global recognition 
the case in point is Addis Ababa Corridor development 
and beautification projects. The countryhas substantial 
dynamism in upholding the national vision of tourism, 
which contributes to regional economic growth, employ-
ment enhancement, and glorifying national pride at the 
regional and international levels. Therefore, the leading 
circles of global tourist communities could find Ethiopia 
to be a promising and leading tourist destination in the 
future. The validation of this argument could be attained 
from the multileveled efforts of the current government 
and its commitment to making Ethiopia a middle-income 
economy with the support of several structural reforms 
and development plans. 

A MERICAN political discourse has an issue of “na-
tional security” fundamentally amplifies its im-
portance, often bringing it to the forefront of 

policy discussions and public concern. The term itself 
carries a weight that surpasses ordinary political or 
social issues, signaling a matter of utmost priority for 
the nation’s well-being. Within the specialized field of 
foreign policy analysis, national security concerns are 
typically classified under “high politics,” a category re-
served for the most critical and existential threats to 
a nation. This includes matters such as the regulation 
and control of weapons of mass destruction, which are 
seen as pivotal to a country’s survival and sovereignty. 
Conversely, issues like human rights, although impor-
tant, are often relegated to the realm of “low politics,” 
considered secondary in terms of immediate national 
survival.
However, the designation of what constitutes a national 
security issue is not universally agreed upon. The bound-
aries of national security are fluid and have shifted over 
time, reflecting changes in the geopolitical landscape, 
technological advancements and evolving perceptions of 
what threatens a nation. In the American context, the 
concept of national security has seen significant var-
iation throughout history, influenced by both external 
threats and internal developments. Historically, Ameri-
can leaders have invoked the concept of national securi-
ty without always providing a precise definition. During 

the Revolutionary era, figures like George Washington 
and Alexander Hamilton used the term, but its exact 
meaning remained ambiguous. The concept of national 
security as we understand it today began to take shape in 
the mid-20th century. The onset of the Cold War marked 
a significant expansion of the national security agenda. 
The passage of the National Security Act in 1947 was a 
pivotal moment, establishing the framework for Ameri-
ca’s national security apparatus, including the creation 
of institutions like the National Security Council and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. Yet, even then, the act did 
not clearly define what national security entailed.
As the Cold War progressed, the scope of national se-
curity concerns fluctuated. During periods of intense 
tension with the Soviet Union, such as the early years 
of the Cold War, national security concerns were broad 
and all-encompassing. However, as détente—a relaxation 
of tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union set 
in during the late 1960s, the focus of national security 
began to narrow. This shift was temporary, as new chal-
lenges, such as the 1973 oil embargo, soon emerged, 
once again broadening the scope of what was considered 
a national security issue, particularly with regard to en-
ergy security. The 1980s saw further expansion of the 
national security concept, reflecting the global strategic 
competition of the time. However, the end of the Cold 
War in 1991 brought about a period of relative ambiguity. 
With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United States 
found itself without a clear, existential threat, leading 
to a period of debate and uncertainty among scholars 
and policymakers regarding the definition and scope of 
national security. This uncertainty persisted until the 
attacks of September 11, 2001. The events of 9/11 and 
the subsequent “war on terror” led to a dramatic and 
rapid expansion of the national security concept. In 
the post-9/11 world, a wide array of issues began to be 
framed as matters of national security. Today, national 
security encompasses not only traditional military and 
intelligence concerns but also a diverse range of issues 
such as climate change, cybersecurity threats like ran-
somware, the security of critical minerals, the develop-
ment and deployment of artificial intelligence and even 
public health challenges like personal protective equip-
ment during pandemics. In the contemporary American 

context, the term “national security” has become so ex-
pansive that it can be applied to almost any issue. This 
broadening reflects the complexity of the modern world, 
where threats are increasingly diverse and interconnect-
ed. Consequently, the line between “high politics” and 
“low politics” is increasingly blurred, as issues once con-
sidered peripheral are now recognized as central to the 
security and stability of the nation.
The ongoing process of economic globalization and the 
rapid pace of technological advancement have undeni-
ably amplified the number of unconventional threats 
that the United States faces today. These new challeng-
es arise from various sectors, including cybersecurity, 
global financial systems and emerging technologies like 
artificial intelligence. However, there is a noticeable 
trend within the U.S. foreign policy establishment: an 
accumulation of concerns that never seem to be fully 
addressed or resolved. Instead of removing old concerns 
from the national security agenda, new ones are added, 
creating a growing list of issues that demand attention. 
In the complex landscape of global politics, problems 
rarely disappear on their own. At best, they fade into the 
background but never truly go away. Even when crises 
seem to be under control, they often linger, only to re-
emerge later when left unattended. These issues, once 
considered peripheral, can quickly move to the fore-
front, demanding urgent attention. This dynamic creates 
a challenging environment where policymakers must 
constantly juggle a multitude of concerns, both new and 
old. Within this context, policy entrepreneurs individu-
als or groups who advocate for specific policy changes 
play a significant role. They come from various politi-
cal backgrounds and push the administration, Congress 
and other key actors in U.S. foreign policy to prioritize 
their particular issues as matters of national security. 
Their goal is to secure greater focus and resources for 
these concerns, which they believe are critical to the 
nation’s safety. Among these voices, American populists 
and nationalists are particularly vocal. They tend to view 
a wide range of issues as threats to national security, of-
ten advocating for aggressive measures to address them. 
A notable example is the Heritage Foundation’s Project 
2025, which outlines potential policies for a second 
Trump administration, should Donald Trump win the up-

coming election. This project highlights concerns about 
both domestic big tech companies and foreign firms like 
TikTok, labeling them as potential national security threats 
that require regulation.
The influence of these political interests and the structural 
incentives within the foreign policy establishment lead to 
an ever-expanding list of national security issues. Rarely 
are concerns removed from this list, which results in a sit-
uation where almost anything can be framed as a national 
security threat. However, this broad and ever-growing defi-
nition of national security creates a significant risk. When 
too many issues are labeled as national security priorities, 
it becomes difficult to determine which threats truly de-
serve the most attention and resources.
Without a more focused and deliberate discussion among 
policymakers about what truly constitutes a national securi-
ty issue, there is a real danger that Washington will spread 
its resources too thin. By attempting to address too many 
concerns simultaneously, the U.S. may end up effectively 
addressing none of them. This dilution of focus can lead 
to genuine threats being overlooked or inadequately ad-
dressed, ultimately compromising the nation’s safety and 
security. As the next president takes office in January, a 
critical task will be to reassess and redefine the funda-
mental principles that guide national security policy. This 
reassessment is essential to narrow the scope of national 
security concerns to those that genuinely pose the most 
significant risks. Without such a reevaluation, there is a 
considerable danger that the U.S. will continue to overex-
tend itself, attempting to tackle too many issues at once 
and failing to adequately protect the nation from real and 
pressing threats. 
The concept of national security in American political dis-
course has evolved significantly over time, expanding to 
encompass a wide array of issues beyond traditional mil-
itary and intelligence concerns. This broadening reflects 
the complex and interconnected nature of modern threats, 
from cybersecurity to climate change. However, this expan-
sion also poses challenges, as the growing list of concerns 
risks diluting focus and resources. It is crucial for policy-
makers to carefully assess and prioritize what truly consti-
tutes a national security issue, ensuring that the most crit-
ical threats receive the attention they require to safeguard 
the nation’s well-being.

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer
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RAWALPINDI: Bangladesh’s captain on Tuesday was 
confident that ace all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan will com-
pete at his best in a Test against Pakistan this week, after 
protests over the former lawmaker’s inclusion. Shakib, 
37, was a member of the now-dissolved Bangladesh par-
liament led by former prime minister Sheikh Hasina, 
who was forced to flee the country at the start of the 
month following mass protests. Last week, the interim 
government permitted Shakib, who has not commented 
on the political crisis, to feature in the two Tests against 
Pakistan, the first of which starts Wednesday. “He has 
played this game for so, long so he knows his role and how 
to prepare himself. I am not thinking about his political 
career,” Bangladesh skipper and captain Najmul Hossain 
Shanto said at a press conference. Asked if the political 
setback would affect Shakib’s performance, Shanto said: 
“I don’t think so because he is a professional cricketer, 
we all treat him as a cricketer, to be honest.” “I hope 
he will do something special in this series,” he added. 

Shakib is Bangladesh’s key allrounder with 4,505 runs in 
67 Tests and as a spinner got 237 wickets — the most 
of any Bangladesh bowler in Test cricket. Bangladeshis 
in Dhaka protested over Shakib’s continued inclusion in 
the team, with former Bangladesh Cricket Board member 
Rafiqul Islam criticising him for staying silent as protest-
ers died in clashes with security forces. Shakib joined the 
squad in Pakistan last week, after featuring in the Global 
T20 League in Canada, where Bangladeshis also chant-
ed slogans against him. The unrest in Dhaka stopped the 
team from assembling for practice sessions. The tourists 
got some reprieve after the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
invited them to arrive four days early to make up for their 
lack of preparations. Still, Shanto hoped that Bangladesh 
could overturn a dismal Test record against Pakistan, 
having lost 12 of the last 13 Tests, with just one draw. 
“We have a balanced side and I hope we play some good 
cricket,” said Shanto. “I think the record can be changed, 
it’s not easy but we believe that we can do some special 
things.” The Rawalpindi Test is under threat from bad 
weather, with rain predicted on all five days. The second 
Test will be played in the same stadium from August 30.

BD captain hopes Shakib shines despite political setback
Bangladeshi all-rounder was member of now dissolved 
parliament led by for prime minister Sheikh Hasina

Briefs
Taliban 

denounces 
Pakistan 
special...
From PAge 01

the news. Forget about 
front or back pages, even 
in the inner pages Afghan-
istan is absent.” I think it 
can push back Afghanistan 
to pre-9/11 conditions and 
which in fact then give birth 
to 9/11,” Durrani warned. 
Pakistan’s special envoy 
Asif Durrami in response 
to a media querryregard-
ing  his assessment on the 
Taliban rule and their pos-
sible international accept-
ance, Durrani was of the 
view that they were mov-
ing in that direction. “We 
should not forget that they 
are faced with tremendous 
challenges. Number 1, they 
are not recognised by any 
country, secondly, when 
they came to power, their 
coffers were empty, thirdly, 
they were not expecting of 
a meltdown of Ashraf Ghani 
government.”. “On the bal-
ance, if you look at it during 
the past 3 years, I think the 
security situation in Afghan-
istan has improved, there 
is less corruption, which 
is internationally acknowl-
edged,” he further said.

NAB files 
fresh 

Toshakhana 
reference...

From PAge 01
new Toshakhana case on 
July 13 hours after a district 
and sessions court in Islam-
abad acquitted them in the 
iddat case — also known as 
the un-Islamic nikah case — 
which was the last hurdle in 
the couple’s release from 
jail before the filing of the 
new cases. A day earlier, ac-
countability court had sent 
the PTI founder and Bushra 
to jail on a 15-day judicial 
remand in the other new 
Toshakhana reference after 
completion of the probe by 
NAB. During the hearing 
of the other reference on 
Monday, the couple sub-
mitted the responses to the 
questionnaire by NAB. The 
hearing on August 19, held 
at the Adiala jail in Rawal-
pindi, was conducted by 
Accountability Court Judge 
Nasir Javed Rana.

Marwat 
warns of 

Bangladesh-
like unrest 

From PAge 01
nature of the event, Mar-
wat mentioned, “We won’t 
have a traditional stage at 
our rally.” He confidently 
declared that under the 
leadership of Ali Amin, a 
massive crowd from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is expected to 
join the rally. Marwat urged 
party workers not to travel 
alone but to move in cara-
vans to ensure safety and 
solidarity. “When there are 
hundreds of thousands of 
people, no one can arrest 
them,” he asserted. Mar-
wat dismissed concerns 
about legal actions, saying, 
“We already have numerous 
FIRs against us; a few more 
won’t make a difference.” 
He predicted that the up-
coming rally would outshine 
the recent Swabi rally, both 
in scale and significance.

Giving 
people relief 
better than..

From PAge 01
acknowledgement of their 
sheer dedication and hard 
work. The chief minister 
shared that despite im-
mense difficulties in the 
past which included her 
time in jail, she did not shed 
tears, but the pride and 
achievements of the stu-
dents had made her emo-
tional.  She also announced 
the launch of a scholarship 
programme worth Rs25 
billion.  Additionally, she 
also said the laptop scheme 
would be revived which was 
aimed at equipping stu-
dents with technology.  She 
also said for those tehsils 
which did not possess any 
transport facility, 61 buses 
would be given.   She also 
touched upon the topic of 
power bills on which her 
government announced 
a relief of Rs14 per unit. 
She said the move, despite 
being aimed at helping the 
public, was called by some 
people as ridiculous. 

Sinner and Sabalenka win
 titles in Cincinnati Open
Sabalenka defeated Jessica Pegula 6-3, 7-5 for her 

first title since the Australian Open in January
SportS deSK

MASON: Top-ranked Jannik Sinner and 
women’s No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka earned 
straight-set victories in the finals of the 
Cincinnati Open , the first titles at the tour-
nament for both players. Sabalenka defeat-
ed Jessica Pegula 6-3, 7-5 for her first title 
since the Australian Open in January.
Sinner, who turned 23 on Friday, beat 
American Frances Tiafoe 7-6 (4), 6-2 to 
become the youngest Cincinnati champion 
since 21-year-old Andy Murray won in 2008.
“I’m very happy to be in the position where 
I am,” Sinner said. “I’m just trying to keep 
going this way mentally. It’s important to 
recover to be ready for New York. That’s 
the most important thing.” The U.S. Open 
begins on Aug. 26 in New York. Sinner 
and Tiafoe were both playing in their first 
Cincinnati finals with their previous best 
results being the third round. Tiafoe forced 
a tiebreak in the first set, but three straight 
errors led to a 7-6 defeat. Sinner had a 5-1 
lead in the second before Tiafoe saved three 
match points to make it 5-2 before Sinner 
was able to serve out for the win. Tiafoe 

had a less conventional path to the final. He 
won the first set in the quarterfinals on Sat-
urday before Hubert Hurkacz retired with 
a calf injury then saved two match points 
to defeat Holger Rune in three sets in the 
semis. Sabalenka moved up a spot to No. 
2 in the rankings before the match, then 
didn’t lose a set en route to her 15th WTA 

title. She had never gotten past the semifi-
nals at Cincinnati, losing three times in that 
round. The 26-year-old Sabalenka can now 
be considered a favorite at the U.S. Open. 
The Belarusian missed Wimbledon with a 
shoulder injury, then returned to the tour 
at Washington two weeks ago.
“I would say that I’m really playing great 

tennis,” Sabalenka said. “Probably not the 
best tennis I can play but I’m definitely 
getting there. Hopefully at the U.S. Open 
I can reach even higher levels.” Against 
Pegula, Sabalenka took 17 minutes to build 
a 4-1 lead in the first set. Pegula, who dou-
ble-faulted five times, broke serve for the 
first time to tie the second set at 5-all, but 
Sabalenka won the next two games to finish 
off the 1-hour, 14-minute match.
“She was playing at a high level and never 
really came down,” Pegula said. “When she’s 
serving really well, it’s tough, especially on 
these fast courts.” The sixth-ranked Pegula 
had a challenging road to the final. After 
defending her title at Toronto, the Ameri-
can played two matches on Friday because 
of weather-related postponements and had 
three matches go three sets. Her time on 
the court exceeded Sabalenka’s by more 
than two hours entering the final. “I’m prov-
ing to myself that I can play a lot of matches 
and overcome a lot of challenges,” Pegula 
said. “I’m looking forward to not doing any-
thing for a few days.” Sabalenka joined top-
ranked Iga Swiatek as the only players with 
10 or more WTA titles since 2020. She beat 
Swiatek in the Cincinnati semis 

Women’s T20 WC to be 
relocated from BD  to UAE
DUBAI: The ICC Women’s T20 World Cup is expected to be relocated from Bangladesh 
to the UAE, following indications from a recent virtual International Cricket Council 
(ICC) Board meeting held on Tuesday, media reported. The consensus among Board 
members was that the event could not be hosted in Bangladesh under the present con-
ditions. It is understood that the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has consented to 
the move but will remain the official host of the tournament. The tournament, starting 
from October 3, is scheduled to be held in Bangladesh but the ongoing political turmoil, 
which also included the resignation of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has made things 
difficult for the International Cricket Council to go with the plan. Earlier, it was reported 
that Bangladesh’s chance of hosting the Women’s T20 World Cup this October depends 
on the withdrawal of travel advisories from four participating teams: India, Australia, 
England, and New Zealand. “Being the host nation, we are regularly communicating with 
the ICC [International Cricket Council] regarding this issue, and even in our last commu-
nication yesterday [Friday], they expressed concern over the travel advisories from four 
participating nations,” a BCB official told The Daily Star. “See, if these countries don’t 
withdraw their travel advisories, there is no chance for us to host this event. While Aus-
tralia initially advised reconsidering travel plans to Bangladesh, it now suggests ‘do not 
travel to Bangladesh.’ So, you can understand the situation,” he said. “Time is running 
out, and the ICC will not wait long because there is a huge risk of financial setbacks if we 
ultimately fail to host the tournament due to security reasons.” Meanwhile , The pitch-
es used for the first two matches of the men’s T20 World Cup 2024 at Nassau County 
Stadium in New York, as well as the surface for the semi-final between Afghanistan 
and South Africa at the Brian Lara Academy in Tarouba, have been deemed “unsatis-
factory” by the ICC. This assessment was made nearly two months after the conclu-
sion of the tournament, which saw India triumph over South Africa in the final. In the 
New York matches, Sri Lanka were dismissed for 77 by South Africa on June 3, and 
Ireland were bowled out for 96 by India two days later. In the second match, several 
players from both teams were struck on the body due to the unpredictable bounce of 
the pitch. Rohit Sharma was forced to retire hurt as a precaution after being struck 
on the upper arm by Josh Little. Rishabh Pant also took a blow from Little, while 
Ireland’s Harry Tector was hit on the finger by a short ball from Jasprit Bumrah. At 
the time, Andy Flower described the pitch in New York as “bordering on dangerous,” 
while former England captain Michael Vaughan labelled it “shocking.” – Agencies

Pakistan 
has highest 
power tariff 
in region...

From PAge 01
the poor were being provid-
ed subsidy in power bills. 
“No doubt, we’re providing 
the most expensive electric-
ity in the region, but poor 
consumers are getting at 
subsidised rates with oth-
ers bearing the burden,” 
the minister said while 
addressing the National 
Youth Convention in Islam-
abad. Due to the high cost 
of electricity, the minister 
said, industries across the 
country were shutting down 
but the government was 
“now providing electricity 
to the industries at lower 
rates, bearing the addi-
tional costs”. Meanwhile, 
Leghari also asked the na-
tion to endure “two-hour 
of loadshedding” which ac-
cording to him, could result 
in significant savings of up 
to Rs50 billion’ “Another 
measure to save electricity 
is switching fans to energy 
efficient,” he said, adding 
that the government has 
chalked out new power plan 
to eliminate loadshedding. 
The power minister fur-
ther said that earlier, the 
cost of electricity for the 
consumers was Rs10 per 
unit, but it has increased 
due to the depriciation of 
local curreny against US 
dollar. “The current aver-
age electricity cost stands 
at Rs44 per unit”, he added. 
Leghari noted that the na-
tion would receive a “good 
news” regarding independ-
ent power producers (IPPs) 
soon. “We secretly began 
work on IPPs, but the news 
leaked from the ministry,” 
he said. He also announced 
that the government is 
planning to establish new 
power plants to address the 
issue of loadshedding in 
the country. The minister 
said the task force has been 
constituted, in which the 
law enforcement agencies’ 
officials have also been in-
cluded. On July 15, PM She-
hbaz Sharif-led government 
jacked up the base tariff for 
domestic consumers to up 
to Rs48.84 per unit.

‘Imran faces 
possible 

military trial’
From PAge 01

events of May 9. What hap-
pened, who was involved, 
where the planning took 
place, and which messag-
es were sent — all of this 
is known.” He added that 
while others might have 
doubts, Khan himself has 
none. “The mention of 
[former chief justice] Sa-
qib Nisar’s name after Faiz 
Hameed is significant. The 
continuous flow of news 
suggests that Saqib Nisar 
played a role somewhere. 
We have clear evidence that 
Faiz Hameed had a person-
al interest in preventing 
Gen Asim Munir from be-
coming the army chief, for 
which he made significant 
efforts.” Siddiqui further 
claimed that ex-CJP Saqib 
Nisar played a key role in 
destabilising the country, 
removing Nawaz Sharif 
from office, and bringing 
another individual to power. 
“His audio tapes have also 
surfaced, showing his influ-
ence over NAB courts to 
ensure Nawaz Sharif’s con-
viction before the elections, 
even ordering hearings on 
holidays,” Siddiqui said.

Pakistan 
conducts 
training... 

From PAge 01
enhanced survivability, 
the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said in a 
statement. The military’s 
media wing also noted that 
the launch was witnessed 
by senior officers from the 
Strategic Plans Division, 
Army Strategic Forces 
Command, scientists and 
engineers of strategic or-
ganisations. Reacting to 
the Shaheen-II launch, the 
director general Strategic 
Plans Division appreciated 
the technical prowess, ded-
ication and commitment of 
scientists who contribut-
ed towards this landmark 
achievement. Furthermore, 
President Asif Ali Zardari, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 
General Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza and the three servic-
es chiefs also congratulated 
the scientists and engineers 
on this accomplishment. To-
day’s training launch comes 
as the country’s security 
forces often carry out rou-
tine test launches of various 
missiles in its arsenal.

Naseem Shah ready for 
Bangladesh challenge

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Pacer Naseem Shah 
is all set to make a comeback after 
a year-long layoff in the Test cricket 
against Bangladesh on August 21 in 
Rawalpindi. The emerging pacer re-
turned to red-ball cricket for Pakistan 
Shaheens last week in a four-day fix-
ture against Bangladesh 'A'.
However, the weather conditions in-
terrupted the match, but he delivered 
15.3 overs across both innings.
"That match was very important for 
me because you need that match prac-
tice," Shah told Cricbuzz. "The load 
of bowling in a match and being in 
the ground is a lot different than how 
you train in nets. So, that first day 
was very important for me to get my 
rhythm going." Naseem further added 
the challenges a player has to face 
while playing a Test cricket.
"It is called 'Test' because it tests you 
physically and mentally. You get frus-
trated when you don't get a wicket and 
have to spend considerable amounts 
of time on the ground. So, the prepa-
ration is simple: increasing the bowl-

ing load and staying in the ground for 
longer. Just be in the ground from 10 
am until 5 pm. Be more disciplined 
and consistent with the ball. The ac-
tual test is to be repetitive and bowl 
on the same spot repeatedly," he said.
"It is not easy to dismiss batters in 
Tests. You get wickets in white-ball 
cricket because they go for slogs and 
end up making mistakes. You may go 
for runs, but you know wickets are 
around the corner," he added.
Despite sharing the challenges the 
players encounter during Test cricket, 
Naseem, 21, shed light on the impor-
tance of taking wickets in this series.
"But, you don't forget the wickets that 
you get in Test cricket. You remem-
ber them for your whole life, because 
you have earned them with your hard 
work. It is only you who know how 
consistent you have been to get those 
wickets. You relish those dismissals 
when you watch them on TV and they 
bring back the memories of the set-
ups that you had laid to get them. So, 
that's the difference, you need a lot of 
passion in Test cricket," he added.
The right-hand batter further added by 
mentioning the two options the play-

ers have while playing Test cricket, ei-
ther to play according to your plan or 
as per your plan. Naseem prioritises 
bowling according to the team's plan 
so that by the end of the day, the team 
carries more benefits.
"When it comes to Test cricket, you 
have two options as a fast bowler. 
Either bowl according to the agreed 
team plans or bowl according to your 
plan, which may get you wickets but 
will definitely cost you runs. I fol-
low the former. I tell myself to bowl 
according to the plan that has been 
agreed as a team and the conditions 
of the pitch so it benefits the team. At 
times, you have to deviate from your 
strengths for the benefit of the team 
and I am happy to do that," he said.
Naseem was asked about how he feel 
being considered as the backbone of 
his team. To which he replied that he 
sees it as a positive pressure by the 
expectations people have due to his 
past performances. "This is a positive 
pressure as there are expectations of 
people from me because of the hard 
work I have put in in the past. I enjoy 
taking the responsibility upon myself 
to deliver," he concluded.

Ilkay 
Gundogan 

retires from 
int’l football

BERLIN: Germany cap-
tain Ilkay Gundogan has 
announced his retirement 
from international football.
The 33-year-old announced 
his decision in a statement 
on social media, just over 
a month after leading his 
country at the European 
Championship, where hosts 
Germany were eliminat-
ed in the quarter-finals by 
eventual winners Spain. 
The former Manchester 
City midfielder made 82 
appearances for his nation 
having made his internation-
al debut in 2011. “After a 
few weeks of consideration, 
I have come to the conclu-
sion that it is time to end 
my national team career,” 
he said. He added: “My high-
light was definitely the huge 
honour of being able to lead 
the team as captain at our 
home European Champi-
onships last summer! After 
all these years, we finally 
managed to make the nation 
proud again — I’m very hap-
py that I was able to play a 
part in that.” – Agencies

Cabinet approves 
Prime Minister’s..
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decided that the National Assembly would instruct the 
federal government that the Supreme Court would review 
the factual and legal aspects of the case and the opinion 
of the scholars and an application should be filed on be-
half of the government According to the instructions of 
the Prime Minister, the Attorney General will appear in 
the hearing of the revision petition in the Supreme Court 
on the 22nd of August and along with his team will give 
arguments in the light of the opinion of the Ulama and 
the Standing Committee on Law and Justice of the Nation-
al Assembly. On the recommendation of the Ministry of 
Commerce, the Federal Cabinet approved the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry 
of Investment, Industry and Trade of Uzbekistan and the 
Ministry of Commerce of Pakistan on the promotion of 
cooperation in the field of electronic commerce (e-com-
merce). The Federal Cabinet approved the establishment 
of the Prime Minister’s Skills Development Company un-
der the National Commission for Technical and Vocational 
Training in light of Section 42 of the Companies Act 2017 
on the recommendation of the Ministry of Federal Edu-
cation and Vocational Training. The establishment of the 
above company is to collect funds for technical and voca-
tional training, fund management and implementation of 
various training programs under this fund. In the light 
of the Prime Minister’s directive, the National Commis-
sion for Technical and Vocational Training is being set up 
to separate the operational and regulatory affairs of this 
company, after which the Prime Minister’s Skill Develop-
ment Company for Technical and Vocational Training is 
being established. will look after the operational matters 
of training while the National Commission for Technical 
and Vocational Training will look after regulatory matters.

PCB advertises 
coaching positions 
for white-ball side

The PCB has announced plans 
to appoint a special skills coach 

specifically for the white ball team
LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has begun the 
process of recruiting several key coaching positions for their 
men’s white-ball cricket team. Among the roles being sought 
are a fielding coach and a mental performance coach, both 
crucial for the team’s success in upcoming tournaments. In 
addition to these positions, the PCB has announced plans 
to appoint a special skills coach specifically for the white 
ball team. To attract suitable candidates, the PCB has is-
sued an advertisement calling for applications. Previously, 
Simon Helmot served as the fielding coach during the T20 
World Cup, while David Reid was brought on as the mental 
performance coach for the same event. Both roles are now 
open, and interestedindividuals have until September 4th to 
submit their applications. Tim Nielsen from Australia is cur-
rently serving as the high-performance coach for Pakistan’s 
red-ball team. The decision to bring in new coaches for the 
white ball team was made in consultation with head coach-
es Gary Kirsten and Jason Gillespie, who oversee the white 
and red ball teams, respectively. Simultaneously, the PCB 
has started their search for a head coach for the women’s 
cricket team. An advertisement has been released, inviting 
applications for this position as well. Muhammad Wasim is 
the current head coach of the women’s team, but the PCB 
is seeking new leadership. Candidates interested have until 
September 4th to submit their applications to PCB. – DNA
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The bilateral relationship is becoming increasingly important to  
Australians in face of growing tensions with China

 foreign deSK

MELBOURNE: Indonesia and 
Australia on Tuesday finalized a 
new bilateral defense treaty that 
will enhance the neighboring na-
tions’ ability to operate their mil-
itaries in each other’s territory. 
The agreement was reached as In-
donesian president-elect Prabowo 
Subianto, who also serves as 
defense minister, met with Aus-
tralian officials at the country’s 
Parliament earlier Tuesday. The 
bilateral relationship is becoming 
increasingly important to Austral-
ians in face of growing tensions 
with China. New Australian prime 
ministers typically make Jakarta 
one of their first overseas desti-
nations. The pact will be signed 
within days, when Australian De-
fense Minister Richard Marles 
visits Jakarta. Marles said the suc-
cessful conclusion of negotiations 
after two years was significant for 
both countries’ national security.

“What this agreement will do is 
provide for much greater inter-
operability between our defense 
forces, it will provide for much 
more exercises between our de-
fense forces, it will see us work-
ing together the global commons 
to support the rules-based order 

and, importantly, it will allow us to 
operate from each other’s coun-
tries,” Marles told reporters. “And 
in that sense, this agreement will 
be the deepest, the most signifi-
cant agreement that our two coun-
tries have ever made,” Marles 
added. Subianto described the 

agreement as “ironing out some 
legalistic details” and said that it 
achieved “great progress” in the 
two countries’ defense cooper-
ation. Euan Graham, an analyst 
at the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute think tank, questioned 
the pact’s strategic value to Aus-
tralia. Subianto made clear that In-
donesia would remain non-aligned 
under his leadership, Graham said. 
This means Indonesia will remain 
among a group of countries that 
don’t want to be officially aligned 
with or against any major power 
bloc such as the United States. 
“The issue is that Indonesia doesn’t 
share the same threat perception as 
Australia towards China,” he added.  
With around 275 million people, In-
donesia has 10 times the population 
of Australia, which has fewer than 
27 million people. Subianto’s over-
night Canberra visit was his first 
to Australia since he was elected 
president in February. He noted 
that Australian Prime Minister An-

thony Albanese was the first foreign 
leader to congratulate him on his 
election victory. “We have had our 
ups and downs as the political situa-
tion and the geopolitical situation of 
course evolved, but I think we are 
very happy today to have several 
decades of very close cooperation,” 
Subianto told reporters and added 
he was determined to continue 
“this good neighbor relationship.”
Albanese said he looked forward to 
attending the president’s inaugura-
tion in October. Albanese was elect-
ed prime minister in 2022 while 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo 
was in power. “There is no more 
important relationship than the re-
lationship between our two great 
nations,” Albanese said.
 “The strides that President Widodo 
and I have made together toward a 
deeper economic relationship will 
be the foundation of the work that 
I know will continue under your 
administration,” Albanese added.

Indonesia ,Australia finalize new bilateral defense treaty

Briefs
Mpox is not 

the new
 COVID : WHO 

official
 
BERLIN: A World Health 
Organization official 
stressed on Tuesday that 
mpox, regardless of wheth-
er it is the new or old strain, 
is not the new COVID, as 
authorities know how to 
control its spread.
“We can and must tackle 
mpox together,” said Hans 
Kluge, WHO regional di-
rector for Europe, in a UN 
media briefing. “So will we 
choose to put the systems 
in place to control and elim-
inate mpox globally? Or we 
will enter another cycle of 
panic and neglect? How 
we respond now and in the 
years to come will prove 
a critical test for Europe 
and the world,” he added. 
Mpox, a viral infection that 
causes pus-filled lesions 
and flu-like symptoms, is 
usually mild but can kill. 
The clade 1b variety has 
caused global concern be-
cause it seems to spread 
more easily though routine 
close contact. A case of the 
variant was confirmed last 
week in Sweden and linked 
to a growing outbreak in 
Africa, the first sign of its 
spread outside the conti-
nent. The WHO declared 
the recent outbreak of the 
disease a public health 
emergency of international 
concern after the new var-
iant was identified. Kluge 
said that the focus on the 
new clade 1 strain will also 
help in the fight against 
the less severe clade 2 va-
riety that has spreading 
globally since 2022, allow-
ing Europe to improve its 
response through better 
health advice and surveil-
lance. About 100 new cases 
of the clade 2 mpox strain 
are now being reported in 
the European region every 
month, added Kluge. —APP

World’s 
oldest person
 dies in Spain 

at 117
MADRID: The world’s 
oldest living person, 
Spain’s Maria Branyas 
Morera, who was born 
in the United States and 
lived through two world 
wars, has died at the age 
of 117, her family said 
Tuesday. “Maria Branyas 
has left us. She died as 
she wished: in her sleep, 
peacefully and without 
pain,” her family wrote 
on her account on social 
network X. “We will al-
ways remember her for 
her advice and her kind-
ness,” they said. Bran-
yas, who had lived for 
the last two decades in 
the Santa Maria del Tura 
nursing home in the town 
of Olot in northeastern 
Spain, had warned in a 
post on Tuesday that she 
felt “weak.—DNA

UNRWA loses 
touch 

with many 
staff in Gaza

GENEVA : The United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East (UN-
RWA) has lost contact with 
several of its Gaza Strip 
staff members and is gradu-
ally learning of their deaths, 
UNRWA Chief of Staff Ben 
Majekodunmi told media 
reporters . According to 
the official, the agency does 
not know how many work-
ers are missing because it 
is “impossible” to contact 
them, citing over 13,000 
staff members in Gaza. He 
explained that “communica-
tion is very limited. Many 
of our employees can not 
work, in particular, because 
all schools are closed since 
October 7, or because they 
are taking care of their chil-
dren.” “Over 205 UNRWA 
employees have died in 
Gaza as we are gradually 
receiving information on 
casualties. For instance, 
recently we have learned 
about the death of our col-
league killed in January,” 
the official said. Majekodun-
mi added that 135 children 
of UNRWA staff have been 
murdered in Gaza. He ex-
plained that although there 
is usually no count of such 
specific numbers, “every 
time we receive data on the 
death of an employee, we 
learn that they were killed 
together with their chil-
dren,” adding that the agen-
cy does not know exactly 
how many other children of 
other UN staff have been 
killed.—Agencies 

Kenya 
‘psychopath’ 
serial killer 

suspect 
escapes 

from custody
NAIROBI: Kenyan police 
launched a major manhunt 
on Tuesday after a man 
they claim has confessed 
to murdering and dismem-
bering 42 women escaped 
from a Nairobi police cell, 
along with a dozen other 
detainees. Collins Jumaisi, 
33, described by police as 
a “vampire, a psychopath,” 
was arrested last month 
after the horrific discovery 
of mutilated bodies in a gar-
bage dump in a slum in the 
Kenyan capital. “Investiga-
tions have been launched 
and a major security opera-
tion is under way to get the 
13 suspects,” Kenya police 
spokeswoman Resila On-
yango told AFP. Police said 
in a separate statement that 
they discovered the break-
out when officers made a 
routine visit to the police 
station cells at around 5 
am to serve the prisoners 
breakfast. “On opening the 
cell door, they discovered 
that 13 prisoners had es-
caped by cutting the wire 
mesh in the basking bay,” it 
said, referring to an area in 
the station where detainees 
could get access to fresh air. 
Those who fled were Jumai-
si and 12 other people that 
police said were of Eritrean 
origin and were in custody 
for being “illegally present 
immigrants.” The police 
station is located in the up-
market Nairobi district of 
Gigiri, home to the regional 
headquarters of the Unit-
ed Nations and numerous 
embassies. It is the second 
time in barely six months 
that a suspect in a high-pro-
file case has escaped from 
custody. Kenyan national 
Kevin Kangethe, who is ac-
cused of murdering his girl-
friend in the United States 
last year and leaving her 
body in an airport car park, 
fled a police station in Feb-
ruary before being caught 
about a week later.—APP

UAE 
ramps up  

humanitarian 
aid to Sudan

LONDON : The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) said 
it has significantly expand-
ed humanitarian efforts 
to support the Sudanese 
people amidst the ongoing 
conflict in Sudan. In a state-
ment, the Strategic Com-
munication Department 
of the UAE said that in re-
sponse to the escalating cri-
sis, the UAE has launched 
a series of emergency relief 
operations, including the 
dispatch of 159 relief flights 
carrying over 10,000 tons 
of food, medical, and relief 
supplies to Sudan. This aid 
has been critical in address-
ing the urgent needs of the 
Sudanese population facing 
severe shortages of es-
sential supplies due to the 
conflict. Over the past dec-
ade, the UAE has provided 
substantial aid, amounting 
to $3.5 billion, with a sharp 
increase in assistance since 
the outbreak of the conflict 
in 2023, it added. “The 
UAE has also played a pivot-
al role in supporting Suda-
nese refugees who have fled 
to neighboring countries. 
As part of its comprehen-
sive humanitarian strategy, 
the UAE has constructed 
two field hospitals in Chad, 
which have provided vital 
medical care to those dis-
placed by the conflict. The 
Amdjarass Field Hospital 
has treated 24,741 cases, 
while the Abeche Field Hos-
pital has provided care for 
21,761 individuals, under-
scoring the UAE’s commit-
ment to delivering life-sav-
ing medical assistance,” 
according to the statement. 
During the International 
Humanitarian Conference 
for Sudan and Neighbor-
ing Countries held in Paris 
in April, the UAE pledged 
more than $100 million in 
aid, further demonstrating 
its leadership in interna-
tional humanitarian efforts. 
This includes contributions 
of $70 million to UN hu-
manitarian organizations 
operating in Sudan, along 
with a direct donation of 
$30 million to support ref-
ugees in the region. “The 
UAE’s swift and substantial 
response reflects its long-
standing commitment to hu-
manitarian principles and its 
solidarity with the Sudanese 
people during this challeng-
ing time. As the situation in 
Sudan continues to evolve, 
the UAE remains a key play-
er in the global effort to al-
leviate the suffering of those 
affected by the conflict, pro-
viding both immediate relief 
and long-term support,” it 
added.—Agencies

Malaysian PM backs Turkiye’s
 proposal for OIC Gaza Session 

Malaysia Prime Minister said that our conversation focused on several crucial efforts aimed 
 at achieving a ceasefire and ensuring lasting peace in Gaza

newS deSK

KUALA LUMPUR : Malaysia 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
on Tuesday backed Türkiye’s pro-
posal to convene an emergency 
session of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) over the 
Gaza cease-fire. In a statement 
posted on X, Premier Ibrahim 
said he also spoke with Iranian 
President Masoud Pezeshkian, 
and Basem Naim, a member of 
the Hamas Political Bureau, on 
Monday before his departure for 
India. “Our conversation focused 
on several crucial efforts aimed at 
achieving a ceasefire and ensur-
ing lasting peace in Gaza. I reit-
erated Malaysia’s commitment to 
support such initiatives to achieve 
the objectives under the guidance 
of key countries including Türki-
ye, Qatar and Iran,” he said. He 
added that one of the key points 
of discussion was Türkiye’s pro-
posal to convene an emergency 
session of the OIC to mobilize the 
leaders of the Islamic world in ex-
erting intensified pressure on the 
US and its allies, urging them to 
compel the Zionist Israeli regime 
to immediately cease its attacks 
and bombings in Gaza. “Alham-

dulillah, the Iranian government 
and Hamas are in agreement and 
expressed their support for this 
initiative, including a shared con-
sensus on extending invitations to 
non-Muslim nations that stand for 
justice and human rights for the 

Palestinian people, such as South 
Africa, Brazil, Spain, Ireland, and 
Portugal,” said the Malaysian 
prime minister. “Additionally, Dr. 
Masoud, Dr. Basem, and I believe 
that any meaningful progress to-
ward peace must begin with the 

unconditional cessation of all mil-
itary actions and acts of aggres-
sion against the Palestinian peo-
ple by the Israelis,” he concluded. 
Meanwhile, The Israeli army 
killed 34 more Palestinians in at-
tacks in the Gaza Strip, taking the 

overall death toll to 40,173 since 
last Oct. 7, the Health Ministry 
in the enclave said on Tuesday. 
A ministry statement added that 
some 92,857 others have been 
injured in the ongoing assault. 
“Israeli forces killed 34 people 
and injured 114 others in three 
‘massacres’ against families in 
the last 24 hours,” the ministry 
also said. “Many people are still 
trapped under rubble and on the 
roads as rescuers are unable to 
reach them,” it added. Flouting 
a UN Security Council resolu-
tion demanding an immediate 
cease-fire, Israel has faced in-
ternational condemnation amid 
its continued brutal offensive 
on Gaza since an Oct. 7, 2023 
attack by Palestinian group Ha-
mas. Over 10 months into the Is-
raeli war, vast tracts of Gaza lie in 
ruins amid a crippling blockade of 
food, clean water, and medicine. 
Israel stands accused of geno-
cide at the International Court 
of Justice, whose latest ruling 
ordered Tel Aviv to immediately 
halt its military operation in the 
southern city of Rafah, where 
over a million Palestinians had 
sought refuge from the war be-
fore it was invaded on May 6.
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Australian PM defends his 
govt over visas to Gazans

weB deSK

SYDNEY : Australia’s Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
on Tuesday defended his 
government issuing visas 
to those fleeing from Gaza 
and declined to respond to 
opposition in parliament 
which called for a ban on 
the arrivals from war-torn 
Gaza. Opposition leader 
Peter Dutton and his party 
members raised the issue 
of arrivals from Gaza and 
asked Premier Albanese to 
share details with the par-
liament, according to ABC 
News. However, Albanese 
declined to answer the op-
position and said he trusted 
his security agencies who 
are always involved in the 
process. “I remind the lead-
er of the opposition that 
the Rafah border crossing 
is controlled by the Israeli 
and Egyptian authorities. 

Let’s be clear about what is 
happening here,” he said. 
“Israel closed the Rafah 
border crossing in May. 
They’re not letting people 
out,” he added. On Sunday, 
Prime Minister Albanese 
once again rejected oppo-
sition’s call to ban Pales-
tinians fleeing Gaza from 
entering Australia, saying it 
aims to “whip up fear”. Ear-
lier, Dutton had called for a 
stop to migration from the 
besieged Palestinian coast-
al enclave, contending the 
arrival of people from a war 
zone to Australia was “put-
ting national security at 
risk.” However, Albanese, 
said the rhetoric from the 
coalition is causing commu-
nity division at a time when 
security heads were calling 
for “social cohesion.” So far, 
some 2, 922 visas to fleeing 
Palestinians have been ap-
proved, of them 1,300 have 
arrived “safely” in Austral-

ia, Department of Home 
Affairs figures showed. 
Whereas, the data showed, 
7,100 visas from Palestinian 
territories have been reject-
ed. Israel has killed more 
than 40,100 Palestinians 
since an Oct. 7 cross-border 
attack by Hamas. Israeli 
actions have triggered a 
humanitarian disaster and 
an ongoing genocide trial 
at the International Court 
of Justice. Meanwhile, The 
Israeli army killed 34 more 
Palestinians in attacks in 
the Gaza Strip, taking the 
overall death toll to 40,173 
since last Oct. 7, the Health 
Ministry in the enclave said 
on Tuesday. A ministry 
statement added that some 
92,857 others have been 
injured in the ongoing as-
sault. “Israeli forces killed 
34 people and injured 114 
others in three ‘massacres’ 
against families in the last 
24 hours,” the ministry also 

said. “Many people are still 
trapped under rubble and 
on the roads as rescuers 
are unable to reach them,” 
it added.  Flouting a UN 
Security Council resolution 
demanding an immediate 
cease-fire, Israel has faced 
international condemnation 
amid its continued brutal 
offensive on Gaza since an 
Oct. 7, 2023 attack by Pal-
estinian group Hamas. Over 
10 months into the Israeli 
war, vast tracts of Gaza lie 
in ruins amid a crippling 
blockade of food, clean wa-
ter, and medicine.
Israel stands accused of 
genocide at the Internation-
al Court of Justice, whose 
latest ruling ordered Tel 
Aviv to immediately halt 
its military operation in 
the southern city of Rafah, 
where over a million Pales-
tinians had sought refuge 
from the war before it was 
invaded on May 6.

Venezuela opposition 
candidate asks Maduro 

to ‘step aside’
CARACAS : Venezuelan opposition presidential candidate Ed-
mundo Gonzalez Urrutia, who has claimed he defeated Nico-
las Maduro in last month’s election, said Monday he was ready 
to negotiate a transition -- and asked the incumbent to “step 
aside.” “Mr. Nicolas Maduro, respect what all Venezuelans 
have decided... You and your government should step aside... 
I am ready for dialogue,” Gonzalez Urrutia, a retired diplo-
mat, said in a video message posted on social media. “Every 
day that you hinder the democratic transition, Venezuelans 
suffer from a country in crisis, and without freedom. Cling-
ing to power only makes the suffering of our people worse. 
Our time has come.” Since the contested election, Gonzalez 
Urrutia and fellow opposition leader Maria Corina Machado 
-- who was barred from running herself -- have been in hiding 
as prosecutors have opened an investigation against both of 
them. Gonzalez Urrutia has not been seen publicly in weeks, 
while Machado appeared at an opposition rally in Caracas 
on Saturday. Saturday’s protest was the latest since the July 
election, in which Maduro claimed a third, six-year term. The 
country’s CNE electoral council declared Maduro the victor 
within hours of polls closing, giving him 52 percent of ballots 
cast, and ratified the vote in early August. It did not provide 
a detailed breakdown. The opposition says its own tally of 
polling-station-level results showed Gonzalez Urrutia, 74, 
had won more than two-thirds of votes. Officials sources 
have reported 25 people have been killed, 192 injured and 
2,400 arrested in election-related protests.—APP

Azerbaijan 
officially applies for 
BRICS membership
BAKU : This announcement comes after a high-level meet-
ing in Baku between Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev 
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin.The confirma-
tion was made through an official BRICS social media post.
BRICS, which originally included Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa and has now expanded to include 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates, is experiencing increased interest from other 
nations looking to join the bloc. Meanwhile, last month, 
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar bin Ibrahim announced 
on July 28 that Malaysia has officially applied to join the 
BRICS organization. The application was sent in a letter 
to Russia, the current BRICS rotating chair, expressing 
Malaysia’s openness to participate either as a member 
country or a strategic partner. BRICS surges to 35.7% 
of global GDP in 2023 It is worth noting that in 2023, 
the BRICS countries collectively accounted for a historic 
35.7% share of the global GDP in terms of purchasing 
power parity (PPP), marking an increase of 0.6 per-
centage points compared to the previous year. Since its 
establishment in 2006, the bloc has seen its global eco-
nomic share rise by 10.2 percentage points, according to 
Sputnik’s analysis based on World Bank data. Converse-
ly, the G7 nations saw their economic indicators decline 
to 29%, the lowest in 30 years, losing 0.4 percentage 
points year-on-year. Since 2006, the G7’s global GDP 
share has decreased by 9.7 percentage points. Overall, 
global GDP in PPP terms reached $184.7 trillion in 2023, 
reflecting a 7% increase from the previous year.—DNA

US, Israel use starvation as 
political weapon :Gaza 

GAZA : Gaza’s Government Media Office says Israel and the United States are using the policy 
of starvation as a tool to exert political pressure on the Palestinians, condemning the practice as 
“a war crime and a crime against humanity.” In a statement issued on Tuesday, the Government 
Media Office “condemned in the strongest terms” the Israeli use of the policy of starvation against 
civilians in the Gaza Strip and depriving them from food as “a means of political pressure”, with 
the “declared” approval of the US administration. Referring to recent remarks made by US Pres-
ident Joe Biden and Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, the statement categorically rejected 
linking the delivery of humanitarian aid and food to civilians, including women and children, to 
reaching a ceasefire agreement between the Israeli regime and Palestinian resistance factions in 
Gaza. “Linking the two issues to each other is a clear crime that requires a condemnation from 
the international community, the international and UN organizations, and all the countries of the 
free world.” The statement noted that the Israeli army, given a green light from the US, has been 
closing the Rafah border crossing between Palestine and Egypt for 105 days as part of “the crime 
of genocide committed by the two sides against civilians in the Gaza Strip.” The closure of the 
border crossing is a crime that violates the international law, the international humanitarian law 
and all the international agreement and “has exacerbated the humanitarian disaster” in Gaza in 
“an unprecedented way”, the Office said. “The crime of blocking the entry of all kinds of aid, med-
ical supplies, medical delegations and medications [into Gaza] seriously contributes to worsening 
the health and humanitarian situation,” the statement warned. The statement held Israel and the 
US fully responsible for the “catastrophic” repercussions of their use of starvation as a weapon 
against Gazans and the closure of Rafah crossing.—APP

ISLAMABAD: view of heavy tree fell on a school children pick and drop vehicle at super market 
due to heavy storm in morning hours in the Federal Capital. —ONLINE
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 12 killed in Israeli 
airstrikes on school

newS deSK

GAZA: At least 12 Palestinians have been killed and dozens of others injured as the Israe-
li military attacked a Gaza City school, the eleventh deadly strike against schools in the 
war-wracked territory in August alone. According to Gaza’s civil defense agency spokes-
man Mahmud Bassal, the bodies of the victims, including children, were pulled out of the 
building “after an Israeli plane dropped a bomb on the second floor of the Mustafa Hafiz 
School building housing thousands of displaced people.” The Israeli military claimed 
it targeted fighters in the school sheltering Palestinian refugees. Israel’s military has 
repeatedly targeted Gaza’s civic infrastructure including schools housing displaced peo-
ple during the war, often claiming without evidence they are linked to Hamas, to evade 
international criticism. arlier, some media outlets reported that at least 20 people had 
been killed in the school attack. The attack on Mustafa Hafiz School comes as the Israeli 
military has carried out at least 10 strikes against Gaza schools since the start of the 
current month, killing close to 180 Palestinians. The attack against the Al-Tabieen School 
in Gaza City on August 10 was the deadliest of Israeli school attacks this month. At least 
100 people, who had been performing dawn prayers, most of them women and children, 
were perished. Three US-made bombs, some weighing about two thousand pounds, reduced 
the victims’ bodies to “shredded pieces” and “burned parts”, according to various reports.

Secretary General 
Sarybay appreciated 
Pakistan’s active and 
constructive role in 

CICA and briefed the 
DPM on the ongoing 

activities and the 
future outlook of CICA

MehtAB pirzAdA

ISLAMABAD: Secretary General of 
the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures in Asia 
(CICA), Ambassador Kairat Sarybay, 
who is currently on a visit to Pakistan, 
called on Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar today.  The Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister re-
affirmed Pakistan’s commitment to 
CICA’s vision for a common, compre-
hensive, cooperative and sustainable 
security in Asia. He emphasized the 
need for conflict prevention; address-
ing the root causes of endemic dis-

putes; and finding sustainable solutions 
for lasting peace and development in 
the CICA region.  He also emphasized 
the significance of preventive diploma-
cy, multilateralism and regional collab-
oration in addressing emerging global 
challenges.  Secretary General Sarybay 
appreciated Pakistan’s active and con-
structive role in CICA and briefed the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister on the ongoing activities and 
the future outlook of CICA.

Pakistan DPM reaffirms 
commitment to CICA’s vision

Briefs
IHC seeks 
clarity on 
internet 

speed issue
Court reporter 

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Tuesday sought responses 
from the government and the 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) over senior 
journalist Hamid Mir’s peti-
tion against the nationwide 
internet slowdown. Internet 
speeds have witnes¬sed a 
considerable decline over 
the past few weeks, and us-
ers are facing difficulties in 
sending or down¬loading me-
dia and voice notes through 
WhatsApp when connected 
to mobile data, and expe-
riencing slow browsing 
speeds, even on broadband.  
The business community 
and internet service provid-
ers (ISPs) had alleged that 
the government’s efforts to 
monitor internet traffic — in-
cluding a so-called ‘firewall’ 
— had caused the slowdown 
of digital services, resulting 
in economic losses. While 
the country’s information 
techno¬logy minister, Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja, had con-
firmed that the government 
was upgrading its “web man-
agement system” to cope 
with cyber security threats, 
she has categorically denied 
rep¬orts of the government 
“throttling” the internet. 
In a petition, filed through 
Advocate Imaan Zainab 
Mazari-Hazir on Friday, Mir 
had sought redressal for the 
glaring violations of citizens’ 
fundamental rights due to 
the apparent installation of a 
firewall, drastically reduced 
internet speeds, routine net-
work disruptions, and the 
federal government’s denial 
of these issues.

Postal ballot 
applications 
open in NA-

171
Adil ShAheen

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission has fixed the 
last date for receipt of appli-
cations for postal ballot pa-
pers for Bye-Election in NA-
171 R.Y. Khan-III, as 26th 
August, 2024. This facility, 
under the law, has been 
extended to the persons 
in Government service, 
members of Armed Forces,  
their wives and such of their 
children as are registered 
voters and ordinarily reside 
with them provided they are 
stationed at a place other 
than the place in which their 
constituency is situated, 
persons with any physical 
disability who are unable to 
travel and hold a National 
Identity Card with a logo 
for physical disability issued 
by the National Database 
and Registration Authority 
(NADRA). Persons who 
are detained in prison or 
held in custody are also 
entitled to vote by postal 
ballot. 2. The persons ap-
pointed by the Returning 
Officers, including police 
personnel, for the perfor-
mance of any duty in con-
nection with an election at 
polling stations other than 
the one at which they are 
entitled to cast their vote.

Pak future hinges on reforms 
and decentralisation: Experts

Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed stressed the immediate need for action and the pivotal 
role of think tanks in fostering foresight and developing a balanced perspective

KhAyAM ABBASi

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan nears its centennial year 
of independence, engaging in thoughtful discussions 
to envision a prosperous future becomes imperative. 
This Catalyst Conversation, organised by the Centre 
for Aerospace & Security Studies (CASS), Islama-
bad, was designed to facilitate such discourse. The 
session was guided by insights and expertise of Am-
bassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, Chairman Sanober 
Institute and former Foreign Secretary of Pakistan. 
Air Marshal Zahid Mehmood (Retd), moderator for 
the session and Director at CASS, initiated the dis-
cussion by reflecting on the creation of Pakistan — 
a saga marked by struggle and sacrifice under the 
guidance of visionary leaders. He stressed that as 
Pakistan approaches its centenary, it is crucial for all 
Pakistanis to learn from the past 77 years and chart 
a forward-looking course aligned with the original vi-
sion of its founders and the aspirations of its people. 
He also highlighted that the responsibility for Paki-
stan’s development extends beyond policymakers and 
national leaders to every citizen. On the main subject 
‘Pakistan of 2047,’ Distinguished Speaker, Ambas-
sador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry (Retd), discussed the 
formidable challenges and potential strategies for 
envisioning a prosperous future for Pakistan. During 
his talk, he noted the difficulty in predicting the na-
tion’s future given the current political and economic 
climate and regional conflicts. Ambassador Chaudhry 
stressed the importance of having a clear vision and 
long-term socioeconomic development plans, simi-
lar to those implemented by nations like the United 

States, China, and Singapore. He outlined several 
critical challenges facing Pakistan today, including 
inadequate devolution of power; substantial portion 
of the population not contributing to the tax base; 
excessive reliance on donor aid to balance economic 
shortfalls; and lackluster export growth. Additional 
issues highlighted included weak economic growth; 
water and food insecurity; bureaucratic barriers for 
the private sector; non-competitive knowledge econ-
omy, and insufficient development of human resourc-
es. Despite these challenges, Pakistan’s potential 
was underscored by its young population, rich nat-
ural resources, and strategic geographic location. 
Ambassador Chaudhry advocated for a citizen-centric 
approach, as originally championed by the country’s 
founder — Quaid-i-Azam.
Ambassador Chaudhry outlined several key reforms need-
ed to transform Pakistan’s potential into reality, including 
stable political governance through decentralisation; eco-
nomic self-reliance; living within means; continuity of eco-
nomic policies; and ease-of-doing business to facilitate the 
private sector. He also called for streamlining regulations; 
enhancing tax compliance; non-partisan accountability; and 
significant investments in human development, particularly 
in education and skill development for youth in emerging 
technologies such as AI. The speaker concluded by stat-
ing that with these reforms, Pakistan could look forward 
to a peaceful and prosperous future by 2047, marking the 
centennial of its independence. Conversely, without such 
reforms, the future remains uncertain. In his concluding 
remarks, Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed, President of CASS, Is-
lamabad, pointed out dual nature of the challenges Pakistan 
faces, with both known and unknown elements. 
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Suspect arrested 
in Lahore for 

‘triggering UK 
far-right riots’

DIG Faisal Kamran says Farhan 
Asif works for a news platform 

based in Pakistan

BureAu report

LAAHORE: Weeks after a fake news sparked anti-im-
migrant riots in the United Kingdom, a Pakistani man 
allegedly involved in spreading the false information 
was taken into custody in Lahore, DIG Operations 
Faisal Kamran confirmed on Tuesday. During the last 
few weeks, Britain witnessed widespread riots after 
misinformation spread about the identity of the al-
leged perpetrator of the knife attack that left three 

minor girls dead on July 29 this year.   The recent 
riots saw numerous mosques, asylum centres and im-
migrant homes being attacked in several regions of 
Britain. Sharing an update on X, formerly Twitter on 
August 14, the UK police authorities said that they 
had arrested over 1,000 people in connection with the 
weeks-long riots in England. The UK police further 
said that at least 575 people have been charged, as 
courts continue to deal with those involved in the dis-
order, which occurred across dozens of towns and cit-
ies in England and Northern Ireland. The Lahore po-
lice official said that the suspect identified as Farhan 
Asif was arrested last night in the provincial capital’s 
DHA area and was handed over to the Federal Investi-
gation Agency’s (FIA) Cybercrime wing for interroga-
tion. Farhan Asif works for a news platform based in Pa-
kistan, DIG Kamran said, adding that the individual has 
been charged with spreading “fake news” regarding the 
identity of the killer of three children who were stabbed 
to death. The police official added that fake news caused 
violent riots and protests in Britain, adding that the ac-
cused was probed and was found involved in dissemi-
nating fake news. The FIA sources told media that the 
investigating agency’s Additional Director Cybercrime 
Chaudhry Sarfaraz is leading the investigation. The FIA 
sources further said that Farhan had confessed to inter-
rogators that he once published a story on his news web-
site without knowing that the post would go viral. 

Islamabad : PM Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the Federal Cabinet. DNA

6 more detained 
for facilitation  
of Imran Khan
Woman staff members also 

involved in communication be-
tween Bushra and Imran Khan

fAiSAl SheiKh

RAWALPINDI: Six more staff members from Adiala Jail 
in Rawalpindi have been detained on allegations of fa-
cilitating Pakistan Tehkreek-e-Insaf (PTI) PTI founder 
Imran Khan. Among those detained were three women, 
including a female sweeper, two lady wardens, and three 
staff members responsible for monitoring CCTV cameras.  
Sources indicated that the female staff members were in-
volved in communication between Bushra Bibi and Imran 
Khan within the jail. Additionally, the mobile phones of 
the detained employees have been confiscated for inves-
tigation. The sources also reported that additional person-
nel have been deployed to enhance surveillance within 
Adiala Jail. Previously, security agencies had earlier also 
detained Deputy Superintendent of Adiala Jail, Moham-
mad Akram, for his alleged role in facilitating Imran Khan, 
and questioned Assistant Superintendent Bilal. 

Security 
forces kill 
three BLA 
terrorists 
StAff report

RAWALPINDI: Three terror-
ists of the BLA were killed, 
and as many were injured 
during an intelligence-based 
operation conducted by se-
curity forces in Mastung 
district..  These terrorists 
were involved in numerous 
terrorist activities in the 
area including killing of Pan-
jgur Deputy Commissioner 
Zakir Ali, said Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR) 
in a statement.  The ISPR's 
statement said this operation 
avenged the heinous act and 
brought the perpetrators to 
justice.  It said security forc-
es remained determined to 
thwart attempts at sabotag-
ing peace, stability and pro-
gress of Balochistan. A day 
earlier, three soldiers were 
martyred and five militants 
killed during an intense ex-
change for fire near the Pa-
kistan-Afghanistan border in 
Bajaur district.  

Mpox ‘not the 
new Covid’: 

WHO
NEW YORK :The mpox 
outbreak is not another 
Covid-19, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said 
on Tuesday, because much 
is already known about the 
virus and the means to con-
trol it. While more research 
is needed on the Clade 1b 
strain which triggered the 
UN agency into declaring a 
public health emergency of 
international concern (PHE-
IC), the spread of mpox can 
be reined in, the WHO’s Eu-
ropean director Hans Kluge 
said. In July 2022, the WHO 
declared a PHEIC over the 
international outbreak of the 
less severe Clade 2b strain of 
mpox, which mostly affected 
gay and bisexual men. The 
alarm was lifted in May 2023. 
“Mpox is not the new Covid,” 
Kluge insisted. “We know 
how to control mpox. And, 
in the European region, the 
steps needed to eliminate its 
transmission altogether,” he 
told a media briefing in Gene-
va, via video link. “Two years 
ago, we controlled mpox in 
Europe thanks to the direct 
engagement with the most af-
fected communities. “We put 
in place robust surveillance; 
we thoroughly investigated new 
cases contacts; and we provided 
sound public health advice.


