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"To avoid chaos'

PTI calls off rally

after roadblocks,
NOC revocation

Who sent Azam Swati for early morning meeting
with Imran Khan? Aleema Khan questions

FaisaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Thursday
put off its public gathering in Islamabad and rescheduled it
for September 8, after the local administration of the city re-
voked its no objection certificate and sealed roads leading to
the federal capital. PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar Khan said
the notification about postponement of the rally had been
issued and it would now be held on September 8, as per in-

Witnesses disown
testimonies in
9 May cases

struction of PTI founder Imran Khan. “We postponed the

jalsa following a meeting with the PTI founder in Adiala jail,”
he said. PTI Secretary General Omar Ayub also confirmed
date for the rally was changed on instruction of Imran.

“We have received information that the government is con-
spiring to spread anarchy, under the cover of the jalsa,” he
maintained. Upon the opposition party’s announcement of a
new date for the rally, the Islamabad administration issued
a notification granting it permission in this regard. The no-
tification containing 40 instructions is issued by the district
magistrate of the federal capital. “The Islamabad adminis-
tration revoked the NOC due to protests of the religious
parties. The administration would provide security for the
September 8 gathering,” it said. However, the notification
warned that fundamental rights of the citizens should not be
violated by the participants of the rally. People should gather
at 4pm and the event should be concluded by 7pm. “It will
be the jalsa organiser’s duty to disperse the party workers at
the end of the rally. The workers will not be allowed to stay at
the rally site on September 8,” it said. The notification reem-
phasised that the permission is granted for public gathering
and not for a sit-in. “No object of lethal or non-lethal force
including batons of any size would be wielded by any par-
ticipant of the gathering nor any participant shall indulge in

Continued on Page 06
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Govt aims
to include

Pak in G-20

Only youth can
transform the destiny
of country, he says

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Attaullah Tarar has said
that making Pakistan part
of G-20 by 2030 was the
mission of the government.
Addressing National Youth
Convention in Islamabad,
he said that the youth, who
make up 60 pc of the total
population, have to play
their crucial role to achieve
this milestone. He said the
youth were future of this
country and we wanted to
leave a better Pakistan for
the coming generations.
Alluding to the steps taken
over the years by the PML-N
for the uplift of the youth,
the Information Minister
said the present govern-
ment was focusing on the in-
itiatives aimed at exploiting
the potential of the youth.

Fawad
supports

Imran’s
decision

DNA

LAHORE: Former Federal
Minister Fawad Chaudhry
has endorsed the decision
by PTI founder Imran
Khan to postpone the rally
that was scheduled today
(Thursday). In his state-
ment, Chaudhry noted
that extremists were ca-
pable of anything and that
their gathering in Islama-
bad could lead to accusa-
tions being directed at the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI). He warned that the
campaign by extremists
was becoming increasingly
dangerous. Chaudhry con-
cluded with a prayer for Pa-
kistan’s safety, expressing
hope that the country re-
mained free from turmoil.

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Former Punjab Deputy Speaker
Wasiq Qayyum Abbasi and MPA Umar Tanveer
Butt have denied becoming witnesses against
former prime minister Imran Khan and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, in cases linked to the May 9 unrest.
Appearing before Anti-Terrorism Court Judge Ma-
lik Ijaz Asif today, both leaders refuted the claim
that they provided confessional statements un-
der Section 164. They insisted they never testi-
fied against the PTI founder or his wife, either
verbally or in writing, before any magistrate.

In court, Abbasi and Butt maintained that Im-
ran Khan had consistently advocated peaceful
protest and that the serious allegations against
him lacked any foundation. Both also filed appli-
cations seeking acquittal due to insufficient evi-
dence, which the court has accepted for further
hearing. Their lawyer, Faisal Malik, submitted the
applications, which have now become part of the
court record. It was on the basis of these alleged
statements that Bushra Bibi was implicated in
the May 9 cases. The court has issued notices
for the hearing of both acquittal requests, sig-
nalling potential relief for the accused leaders.

Demands relief in bills

JI to hold shutter-down
strike on August 28

It pledges to compel government to provide
relief to public in electricity, gas bills

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: Jamaat-eIslami (JI) emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman has announced a shut-
ter-down strike on August 28 against electric-
ity and gas overbilling and taxes. Addressing
a press conference in Lahore, he stated that
traders were on board with them as traders
organisations had also called for the same
strikes. His party was representing the pub-
lic and whole Pakistan will support them in
their movement against inflated bills and tax-
es, JI emir affirmed. Rehman demanded the
government to provide them relief in elec-
tricity bills and the Punjab government’s two
months relief in electricity bills wouldn’t re-
solve the crisis. He berated the governments
of other provinces for not granting relief
from their budget. He argued that “the same
Punjab government is governing the federal
government. Why don’t they provide relief
to the public by taking austerity measures?”
Ji emir took the credit of relief and claimed
that Rs 14 relief by the Punjab government

Continued on Page 06

ECC approves
Rs 20b for Op
Azm-e-Istehkam

MEenTAB P1rRZADA

ISLAMABAD: The Economic Coordi-
nation Committee (ECC), chaired by
Finance Minister Muhammad Aurang-
zeb, has approved the allocation of
Rs 20 billion for Operation Resolute
Stability, according to the Ministry
of Finance. During the meeting, the
ECC also granted conditional approval
for the export of 100,000 metric tons
of sugar, extending the export period
from 45 to 60 days. The export of sug-
ar to Afghanistan has been permitted
on the condition of receiving advance
payment. Additionally, the Letter of

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Greece in Pakistan, Konstantinos Moatsos,

pays a farewell call on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

Mubarak Saani bail case
CJP withdraws all
objected paragraphs
in revised judgment

Three-member bench led by CJP Isa hears
Punjab government’s petition against verdict

Pakistan new
envoy to US
takes charge

Rizwan Saeed Sheikh
replaces Masood
Khan as Pakistan’s
ambassador to the US

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The newly
appointed Pakistani ambas-
sador to the United States,
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, has
officially assumed his diplo-
matic responsibilities after
arriving in the US capital,
Washington, DC. According
to the Pakistani mission in
Washington, the new envoy
took charge on Wednesday.
Ambassador Sheikh, who is
career diplomat, replaced
Masood Khan as Pakistan’s
ambassador to the US.
The change of command
at the Pakistani diplomat-
ic mission in Washington

Continued on Page 06

Govt initiates
process
for discos
privatisation

The Privatisation
Commission invited
requests for proposals
from interested parties

NEews DEsk

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government on Thursday
formally initiated the pri-
vatising process of power
distribution companies also
known as Discos. Proposals
have also been sought for
appointing financial advi-
sors for the privatisation of
three distribution compa-
nies in the first phase. The
Faisalabad Electric Supply
Corporation (FESCO), Is-
lamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO), and
Gujranwala Electric Pow-
er Company (GEPCO) will

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan desires to revive
partnership with Germany

Will announce a five-year economic plan very
soon as parameters finalised: PM

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
met with German Federal Minister for

ment, Svenja Schulze here wherein he
expressed Pakistan’s strong desire to
revive its partnership with Germany
back to its glorious past. In the meet-
ing, the prime minister appreciated

Germany’s longstanding support for
Pakistan’s socioeconomic develop-
ment, according to a PM Office press
release. He said that Pakistan and
Germany had a history of mutually
beneficial commercial and economic
ties and lauded Germany’s role in Pa-
kistan’s industrial development.

Prime Minister Shehbaz highlighted
Pakistan’s commitment to sustainable
development, climate change miti-
gation, and economic growth while
sharing his government’s priorities
including structural reforms for the
country’s economic revival. Minister
Schulze conveyed the greetings of
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to the
prime minister and reaffirmed Ger-
many’s commitment to strengthen-
ing bilateral relations with Pakistan,

Continued on Page 06

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faiz Isa has accepted the sugges-
tions of ulema regarding Mubarak Saani
bail case and withdrawn all objected para-
graphs in the revised judgment. CJP Faiz
Issa read out the short verdict in Urdu.
The CJP announced that all the objected
paragraphs shall not be cited as precedent
in any case. The Supreme Court said the
amended detailed judgment on the revi-
sion petition will be issued later. The CJP
further ordered that the trial court should
proceed by ignoring the deleted paragraph.
The Supreme Court said the trial court
will not be affected by the decision of the
apex court on February 6 and July 24,
2024. In a brief verdict, Chief Justice Qazi
Faiz Isa said this was not a curative review
but a case of correction in the judgment.

Continued on Page 06

PBC members
move SC against
Election Act

Amendments conflict with
Constitution and attempt
to nullify top court
decisions, says petition

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Bar Coun-
cil (PBC) filed an application in the Su-
preme Court against the recent amend-
ments made to the Election Act. Six
members of the PBC filed the petition in
the top court. The Election Commission

Continued on Page 06
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President orders
lifetime pension for
disabled employee’s son

President said that the person with disability (PWD) could not be
left in a merciless situation by the state, given the fact that his
elders were deceased and were receiving pension before their death

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali
Zardari on Thursday directed the
Employees’ Old Age Benefits Insti-
tution (EOBI) to ensure lifetime pay-
ment of pension to Muhammad She-
hzad, a person with visual disability
as the facility was earlier denied to
him following his father’s death.

The president said that the person
with disability (PWD) could not be
left in a merciless situation by the
state, given the fact that his elders
were deceased and were receiving
pension before their death. He re-
gretted that EOBI displayed grave
insensitivity by neglecting a PWD
and that too at a time when all his
predecessors had passed away leav-
ing him without any support. Mu-
hammad Shehzad (the complainant),
who was blind by birth, had filed a

complaint with the Wafaqi Mohtasib,
stating that his father, Muhammad
Afzal Zafar, was an Old Age Pension-
er of EOBI and died on December
20, 2016. The complainant’s mother
had passed away even before his fa-
ther. So, he requested EOBI to grant
him a “family pension” for life as a
“disabled legal heir” of his late fa-
ther. The EOBI, however, rejected
his application citing Section 22B
(3) (i) of the EOB Act, 1976, which
provides that only male minors un-
der 18 years of age are eligible for
a family pension, whereas Shehzad
was 44 years old. The Mohtasib
closed further investigation of his
complaint, after which, Muhammad
Shehzad filed a representation be-
fore the President of Pakistan. The
president accepted the complain-
ant’s representation and empha-
sised that keeping in view the let-
ter and spirit of the Constitution of

Pakistan, particularly Articles 9 and
25, a Person with Disability could
not be deprived of such a pension,
since he deserved to be treated on
a much better footing and placed
in a more deserving category than
any other recipient of pension in the
country presently. He also endorsed
Mohtasib’s recommendation that
EOBI’s law in this regard should
be reviewed and brought in line
with the federal policy. While ac-
cepting
representation, the president di-
rected EOBI to ensure payment of
some reasonable pension/stipend,
which should not be less than the
pension which the complainant’s
deceased father was receiving at
the time immediately preceding
his death. “This pension should
be paid to the petitioner out of the
existing funds of EOBI”, held the
president.

Muhammad Shehzad’s

BISP
chairperson
urges need

assessment for
skills

KARACHI :The chairper-
son Benazir Income Sup-
port Program (BISP) Ru-
bina Khalid, on Thursday,
emphasized carrying out
a need assessment of the
industrial sector while de-
signing a skill development
program so that students
could be able to get employ-
ment instantly after com-
pletion of their training.
She expressed the views
while chairing a review
meeting and addressing a
ceremony held at Lasbela
Industrial Estates Devel-
opment Authority (LIEDA)
in Hub town of Balochistan
on the occasion of handing
over of 4 Mobile Registra-
tions Vans (MRVs) to BISP
Balochistan Zone to facili-
tate registration process in
farflung areas. Advisor to
Chief Minister Balochistan
for Industries and Com-
merce Mir Ali Hassan Zehri,
Directors Generals of BISP,
Managing Director LIEDA
Fareed Muhammad Hasni,
local leaders of Pakistan
Peoples Party, and others
were also present at the
occasion. Senator Rubina
Khalid terming BISP as
a ray of hope for the de-
serving and destitute seg-
ments of society said that
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
envisioned the social se-
curity program aimed at
economic empowerment
of women folk and later
President Asif Ali Zardari
has transformed the dream
into a reality. The BISP has
given identity to millions of
women around the country
who earlier were deprived
of their fundamental right
of recognition, she said
adding that PPP has always
taken the lead in initiatives
for the development and
economic empowerment of
women as well as elevating
dignity and status of women
in the society. Underscoring
the significance of reaching
remote areas to address the
issues of backwardness
and a sense of deprivation
in Balochistan, the BISP
chairperson said that her
organization was working
on different projects to
extend its outreach to the
uncovered population. We
are taking various meas-
ures for the registration of
deserving women.—APP

Kundi stresses fund
transparency for
good governance

PESHAWAR Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi on Thursday
highlighted the importance
of ensuring transparent
use of funds for good gov-
ernance in the province.
The Governor said this in
a meeting with Nasiruddin
Sarwar, the Accountant
General of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa here at Governor
House. During the meet-
ing, Sarwar briefed the Gov-
ernor on the performance
of his office. The discus-
sions focused on financial
matters, emphasizing the
correct and transparent use
of public funds. The audit
systems for public sector
universities and provincial
institutions were also dis-
cussed. Governor Kundi
on this occasion said that
transparent use of funds
for good governance in the
province is need of the hour
for the uplift of all sectors.
He acknowledged the sig-
nificant role of the Account-
ant General’'s Office in
maintaining transparency
in the province’s economic
affairs. Meanwhile, Gover-
nor Faisal Karim Kundi in
a meeting with a four-mem-
ber delegation from the

Naghman Ultralight Club
and Sports Flying Club, led
by pilot Qazi Tufail, includ-
ed Qazi Sajjad, Azad Khan,
and Babar Khan. During
the meeting, Governor
Kundi praised the club for
its positive activities and ex-
pressed that the club’s pro-
motion could attract global
attention to the province.
He acknowledged the club’s
efforts to continue its ac-
tivities despite challenging
conditions, noting that such
initiatives could present
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in a
new and positive light to the
international community.
The Governor assured that
every effort would be made
to address and resolve the
club’s challenges. The del-
egation briefed the Gover-
nor on the club’s history,
explaining that it was estab-
lished in 2009 and operated
from the Peshawar Univer-
sity Botanical Garden in
Aza Khel until 2012. They
mentioned that the club
currently has 35 members
and 8 to 10 aircraft. Gover-
nor Kundi assured the dele-
gation that he would ensure
solutions to their problems
are found. Similarly, Prof.
Engineer Javed Farooqi,

CEO of Professional Edu-
cation Foundation Karachi,
and Prof. Mala Khan Haidri
Educationist from Punjab
called on Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi here to dis-
cuss issues and potential
solutions related to the pro-
motion of education across
the country. During the
meeting, Governor Kundi
emphasized the need for
attention not only to univer-
sities in Peshawar but also
to those in southern and
northern Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. He highlighted the im-
portance of providing mod-
ern education to students
from merged districts and
suggested that scholarships
should prioritize students
who completed their matric-
ulation and intermediate ed-
ucation in these areas. Gov-
ernor Kundi acknowledged
the sacrifices made by the
province in the fight against
terrorism and said that pov-
erty has left many children
without access to education.
He praised Prof. Farooqi for
his commitment to improv-
ing education in the prov-
ince and assured him of full
support from the provincial
government in promoting
education.—APP

ok

ISLAMABAD : Coco Ushiyama, Representative and Country Director for WFP Pakistan called on

Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain .—DNA

KARACHI : The three-day
21st Pharma Asia Exhibi-
tion, the premier pharma-
ceutical exhibition in the
region, successfully con-
cluded on Thursday at the
Expo Centre in Karachi.
The event, organized by
E-Commerce Gateway,
featured Deputy Mayor
Karachi, Salman Abdullah
Murad, as the chief guest,
marking a significant mile-
stone in the evolution of
Pakistan’s pharmaceutical
industry. Running from Au-
gust 20 - 22, Pharma Asia
2024 showcased the latest
advancements and inno-
vations, transforming the
pharmaceutical landscape
of the country. The event
attracted over 200 com-
panies and more than 750
booths, offering a platform
for manufacturers, suppli-
ers, traders, distributors,
policymakers, and investors
to converge and explore
opportunities for collabo-
ration and business devel-
opment. With participation
from 15 countries, includ-
ing a prominent pavilion
from China, the exhibition
was a bustling hub of ac-
tivity and networking. The
event provided unparalleled
opportunities for international
collaboration, making it a key
highlight in the global phar-
maceutical calendar. Speaking
on the success of the event,
Deputy Mayor Karachi, Salman
Abdullah Murad, expressed his
appreciation for the enthusiastic
participation of both local and in-
ternational stakeholders. “Phar-
ma Asia 2024 has demonstrated
the tremendous potential
of our pharmaceutical sec-
tor.—APP

Rs. 124.7M scholarships
awarded to police children

ABID Raza

LAHORE : Under the edu-
cation-friendly vision of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar, record scholarships
are being issued for higher
education of police employ-
ees’ children.

On IG Punjab’s instructions,
priority efforts have been
accelerated for education-
al welfare of police force
children, with Rs. 1 billion
being allocated this year for
this initiative. He said that
1,445 students pursuing BS
Honors have been awarded
scholarships totaling over
Rs. 82.2 million to cover

their fees. This amount
has been distributed to stu-
dents enrolled in BS Honors
degree programs across
various districts, includ-
ing Lahore. Similarly, Rs.
41.8 million in scholarships
have been awarded to 489
students enrolled in Infor-
mation Technology degree
programs. In total, over Rs.
124.7 million has been dis-
tributed to students in both
categories. Inspector Gener-
al of Punjab Police, Dr. Us-
man Anwar, said that under
the current leadership, Pun-
jab Highway Patrol (PHP)
has shown exemplary per-
formance in all sectors over
the past one and a half years.
IG Punjab emphasized that

the formulation and approv-
al of PHP Promotion Rules
under the leadership of Ad-
ditional IG Rao Abdul Karim
and DIG Athar Waheed is a
commendable step that will
benefit thousands of eligible
PHP personnel. IG Punjab,
Dr. Usman Anwar said that
departmental  promotions
are, in fact, a reflection of
increased professional re-
sponsibilities and demand
even more dedication. He
advised the promoted per-
sonnel to be sincerely active
in providing justice during
duty and best services at
citizen service centers. Dr.
Usman Anwar highlighted
that current welfare, pro-
motion, and infrastructure

development measures
in the police force are re-
sult from effective team-
work. He said that there
is now a relationship of
trust between the police
leadership and the force,
the force is committed to
performing their duties
with greater diligence than
ever before. Meanwhile, IG
Punjab, Dr. Usman Anwar,
noted that there has been
significant improvement in
PHP’s performance due to
timely actions like crime
eradication on highways,
effective enforcement of
traffic laws, protection of
citizens’ lives and proper-
ty, axle load management,
and paperless working.

SuaMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SCCI)
president, Fuad Ishaq
presented  comprehen-
sive proposals for im-
proving bilateral Pak-Af-
ghan trade and removal
of hurdles in cross-bor-
der business. In his rec-
ommendations, Fuad
Ishaq urged the govern-
ment and institutions
to enforce policies and
orders after making con-
sultation with chambers
and the business commu-
nity to avoid any collision
between traders and rele-
vant authorities and lead
the country’s economy
on a path of sustainable
growth and stability by
enhancing mutual trade
and export. Fuad Isahq
had given these propos-
als during a meeting

upon visit of Chief Col-
lector Customs Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Jamil Na-
sir here at the cham-
ber house. Collector
Appraisement Customs
Peshawar Mateen Alam,
Collector Enforcement
Customs Peshawar Ziaul
Shams, and Additional
Director (Transit Trade)
Customs Peshawar Dr Ta-
hir Igbal Khattak accom-
panied the chief Collec-
tor Customs KP on the
occasion. Chief Collector
Customs KP Jamil Nasir
in his address said that
steps were being taken
for ease of doing busi-
ness. He assured that
the dignity of the busi-
ness community should
be kept intact during
the enforcement of rules
and policies. He stressed
the need to establish
an atmosphere of trust
between the customs
department and the busi-

ness community. Senior
customs officials empha-
sized close coordination
and liaison between the
Customs, chambers, and
traders to make collec-
tive steps to resolve
issues and enhance bi-
lateral trade and export
to stabilize the national
economy. Fuad Ishaq in
the meeting highlighted
hurdles in Pak-Afghan
bilateral trade and tran-
sit trade and briefed
about reservations of
the business communi-
ty on policies and other
issues. The SCCI chief
urged the government
to revisit policies and
make them business/
trade friendly to im-
prove the economy. He
called for bringing ease
in TAD, the Transit Reg-
istration System, and
suggested duties/tariffs
of 212 items should be
made equal to Afghan-

istan and asked to al-
low Pakistani exporters
to export these items
so that the menace of
smuggling will be erad-
icated. In his recom-
mendations, Fuad Ishaq
demanded making Azak-
hel Dryport port fully
functional, re-launch of
cargo trains from Pe-

shawar, and function-
alization of the railway
system. He apprised
traders of communi-

ty reservations about
loose cargo and bond-
ed carriers. Fuad said
SCCI is taking practical
measures for the uplift
of the Honey sector,
which is a major source
of foreign exchange and
export, and asked the
Customs department to
address issues attached
to the Honey sector on
a priority basis. Busi-
nessman Forum leader
Ilyas Ahmad Bilour also

addressed the meet-
ing calling for making
policies trade and busi-
ness-friendly to enhance
bilateral trade, transit
trade, and export. Chief
Collector Customs KP Ja-
mil Nasir agreed with the
proposals of the SCCI
president and directed
relevant officials on the
spot to resolve issues.
Jamil Nasir said practical
steps were being taken
to facilitate cross-border
trade. He emphasized
the reactivation of com-
mittees between the
Customs Department
and the chamber so
that issues would be re-
solved collectively. He
assured actions would
be taken in consultation
with chamber/trade bod-
ies and would keep the
dignity of the traders/
taxpayers intact dur-
ing the implementation
of rules and policies.

USAID, Pakistan

varsities discuss
sustainable reforms

NAzIr SiyAL

KARACHI :The United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (US-
AID), through its Higher
Education System Strength-
ening Activity, organised a
high-level dialogue in col-
laboration with HEC and
16 Pakistani universities.
Hosted by the Institute of
Business  Administration
(IBA), Karachi, academic
leaders from public sector
universities gathered at the
event to discuss innovative
strategies and introduce re-

forms to guide universities
towards sustainability.

The Higher Education
System  Strengthening
Activity (HESSA), imple-
mented by the University
of Utah, brings together
an extensive network
of American professors
to support its partner
universities in strength-
ening their institutional
performance. The open-
ing session of this 2-day
dialogue was chaired by
Ms. Kate Somvongsiri,
Mission Director US-
AID/Pakistan, alongside
Chairman Sindh Higher

Education Commission
Prof Dr Tariq Rafi. The
event provided a forum
for the vice-chancellors
to stimulate discussions
on emerging issues in
higher education, foster
peer-to-peer learning,
and facilitate the ex-
change of ideas and best
practices among partner
universities.
Participants stressed the
importance of extended
leadership training, to
equip vice-chancellors
with the skills needed
to effectively manage
emerging challenges.

Minister emphasizes
modernization of agri sector

HYDERABAD : Provincial
Minister for Agriculture,
Sports, and Anti-Corruption,
Muhammad Bakhsh Mehar
has emphasized the signif-
icance of adapting agricul-
ture to modern technology
demands, highlighting the
need for training students,
particularly female students,
in the latest technology. Ad-
dressing the concluding cere-
mony of a training workshop
on tractor operation and
maintenance for women at
Tando Jam Agricultural Uni-
versity, he underscored the
government’s efforts to pro-
vide employment opportuni-
ties to women in agriculture.
He announced that trained
female students would be
provided with tractors, ac-
knowledging the private
sector’s role in this initiative.
Minister praised the increas-

ing participation of women in
agricultural departments, at-
tributing this progress to the
vision of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto. He stressed the need
for modern research and ed-
ucation in agriculture, high-
lighting the department’s
work on providing subsidized
agricultural machinery and
introducing the Kisan Card.
In response to media que-
ries, Mehar defended the
Sindh government’s per-
formance, urging critics to
reflect on their responsi-
bilities. He assured strict
action against negligent
officers and praised Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah’s capabilities. Re-
garding  sports, Mahar
announced the upcoming
Sindh Olympics 1initiative,
aiming to train youth in
Olympic sports and tap

into the country’s talent
pool. He cited Arshad Na-
deem, a talented athlete,
as an example of Pakistan’s
potential in sports. Later,
addressing the event the
Sindh Agriculture Secre-
tary Rafiq Ahmad Buriro
emphasized the importance
of involving women in the
agriculture sector, stating
that no society can develop
without their participation.
In a training workshop on
tractor operation and main-
tenance for women, Buriro
highlighted the significance
of training women in driving
and maintaining tractors as
a first step towards their
inclusion in the agricultural
sector. He announced the
introduction of a start-up ag-
riculture entrepreneurship
program, financed by the
Sindh government.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

AUGUST

Aug 01/China
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01/Switzerland
National Day

Aug 01/Lebanon
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01 /Syria
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/Bukino Faso
National Day

Aug 09 /Singapore

Aug 15/DPR Korea
Independence Day

Aug 15/India
Independence Day

Aug 15/Poland
Armed Forces Day

Aug 17 /Indonesia
Independence Day

Aug 24/Ukraine
Independence Day

Aug 25/Uruguay
Independence Day

Aug 30 /Turkey
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/Kyrgyz Repub-
lic
Independence Day

Aug 31/Malaysia
National Day

Hotels &
| _Restaurants

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance

PIA Flight Info................
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

9281092
§ o=
_r',;. -

- e i
Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....cccoveeverene 5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

P
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Departments
CDA....ooveeeenen 922133443
CDA...ooveeeenen 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
. 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Pre-C

EO summit reception

at the Indonesian embassy

At his remarks, the Indonesian Chargé d’Affaires said that Indonesia is offering opportunities to the Pakistani business com-
munities to participating in the Indonesia - South and Central Asia (INASCA) Business Forum 2024 and Trade Expo Indonesia
2024 and to bring fruitful results for the benefits of two brotherly countries, as the more concrete actions of Indonesia and

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a move to
foster deeper business con-
nections and enhance bilat-
eral trade relations, the Indo-
nesian Chargé d’Affaires Mr.
Rahmat Hindiarta hosted an
exclusive Pre-CEO Summit
Dinner for Pakistani CEOs,
Business Leaders, and their
spouses on 21 August at the
Embassy of Indonesia in Is-
lamabad. The event was in
collaboration with the CEO
Club Pakistan and World
CEO Forum.

This distinguished event
precedes the much-anticipat-
ed CEO Summit Islamabad
scheduled to take place on 5
September 2024, and Trade
Expo Indonesia, to be held
on 9 - 12 October 2024. The
dinner has brought together
prominent business leaders
from Pakistan, providing a
unique opportunity to dis-
cuss key topics related to
the upcoming summit and
trade expo. The evening
served as a platform for
networking,  collaboration,
and the exploration of new
avenues for economic coop-
eration between Indonesia
and Pakistan. At his remarks,
the Indonesian Chargé d’Af-
faires said that Indonesia
is offering opportunities to
the Pakistani business com-
munities to participating in

the Indonesia - South and
Central Asia (INASCA) Busi-
ness Forum 2024 and Trade
Expo Indonesia 2024 and to
bring fruitful results for the
benefits of two brotherly
countries, as the more con-
crete actions of Indonesia
and Pakistan existing close
bilateral relations. “Indone-
sia will proudly host the CEO
Summit in Bali and warmly
welcome Pakistani business
communities in Jakarta and
Bali. We will give you op-

Pakistan existing close bilateral relations

portunities, insya Allah,”
he added before significant
numbers of Pakistani out-
standing businessmen.

Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister with the sta-
tus of Minister on Energy,
H.E. Muhammad Ali was
among the attendees. “I ex-
tend my high appreciation
to the Indonesian Embassy
to host the Pre-CEO Summit
Dinner and wish that the
dinner will bring closer busi-
ness-to-business relations, as

well as explore more oppor-
tunities between Indonesia
and Pakistan,” he said.
President and Founder,
CEO Club Pakistan & World
CEO Forum, Mr. [jaz Nisar,
conveyed the plan of collab-
oration between the Indone-
sian Embassy and the CEO
Club Pakistan to host the
CEO Summit Bali as part
of the World CEO Summit.
Along with this, the session
also present the respective
speakers that includes Mr.

"E‘

Zahid Latif Khan, President,
CEO Club Islamabad Chap-
ter; Mr. Sameer Piracha, MD
Floret Commodities; and Mr.
Sameer Hayat Mir; CEO TM
Rubber.

The attendees have had a
chance to engage with the
Chargé d’Affaires, other
Embassy’s officials, industry
leaders, and other influential
figures in a setting designed
to facilitate meaningful dia-
logue and stronger partner-
ships. The event highlighted

the strategic importance of
the CEO Summit Islamabad
and Trade Expo Indonesia,
which aim to bolster econom-
ic ties and create new busi-
ness opportunities between
the two countries.

The CEO Summit Islamabad
will be a premier gathering of
business leaders, policymak-
ers, and industry experts,
designed to address critical
issues, explore innovative
solutions, and drive eco-
nomic growth. The Trade

Expo Indonesia will be
complement to the Summit
by offering a comprehen-
sive platform for showcas-
ing Indonesian products,

services, and investment
opportunities.
The participants  were

served by Balinese food
such as Betutu Chicken
and Sate Lilit to bring the
Balinese vibes to the busi-
nessmen and CEOs in wel-
coming the CEO Summit
Bali

Leading Chinese platform
celebrates Pak achievements

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Alibaba.com,
a leading Chinese platform
for global business-to-busi-
ness (B2B) e-commerce,
hosted the finale of its Key
E-commerce Leader Awards
(KEL Awards) Pakistan
round, marking a significant
milestone in recognizing and
celebrating the exceptional
achievements of Pakistani
e-commerce sellers. The
event, held in collaboration
with the Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP), showcased the re-
markable talents and strate-
gies of six top finalists, each
of whom delivered insightful
presentations  highlighting
their success stories on the
Alibaba.com platform. After
a rigorous evaluation pro-
cess, all six finalists were
selected as Alibaba.com
Pakistan Ambassadors for
2024, with Tayyub Hussnain
from Norwich Streetwear
and Muzafar Hussain from
JNM Leather Safety Gloves

being honored as the Key
E-commerce Leaders for the
year, Gwadar pro reported
on Thursday. These two
outstanding individuals will
now represent Pakistan in
the upcoming KEL Awards
Regional Finale, scheduled
to take place in Vietnam lat-
er this year.In addition to the
prestigious accolades, the
event also featured a Peo-
ple’s Choice Award, which
was awarded to Tayyub
Hussnain from Norwich
Streetwear based on au-
dience voting. Rocky Lu,
Head of Pakistan Business
at Alibaba.com, emphasized
the importance of the KEL
Awards in showcasing the
entrepreneurial  excellence
of Pakistani SMEs. “The Pa-
kistan KEL Awards are a cel-
ebration of the ingenuity and
resilience of our sellers,” he
said. “We are proud to pro-
vide a platform where they
can showcase their success
and have the opportunity to
be recognized on a regional
stage..” Rafia Syed, Director
General of TDAP, echoed

these sentiments, highlight-
ing the significance of show-
casing local businesses on a
global platform by saying that
“the KEL Awards hosted by
Alibaba.com are a significant
milestone in nurturing the
entrepreneurial spirit within
Pakistan’s e-commerce sec-
tor. We are proud to see
our local businesses re-
ceive recognition in such a
prestigious arena.” One of
the standout stories of the
evening was that of Tayyub
Hussnain, who shared his
compelling journey from a
modest start to becoming
a successful e-commerce
entrepreneur. After gradu-
ating from Govt. Murray
College in Sialkot in 2014,
Hussnain embarked on
his career with a monthly
salary of just 16,000 PKR.
However, his entrepre-
neurial spirit was ignited
when he received a laptop
from the Chief Minister of
Punjab, which introduced
him to the world of Aliba-
ba.com. Through the plat-
form, Hussnain secured

his first major order of
770 pieces of clothing, a
significant  achievement
that boosted his confi-
dence and inspired him
to leave his stable job to
pursue his entrepreneur-
ial dreams full-time. Lev-
eraging the global reach
of Alibaba.com, Hussnain
methodically expanded
his business, focusing on
market demand, quality,
and nurturing customer
relationships. In 2023,
he achieved a remarkable
milestone by landing the
largest order to date-val-
ued at $1 million-through
the platform. Hussnain’s
story serves as a powerful
inspiration for aspiring en-
trepreneurs in Pakistan,
demonstrating the trans-
formative power of ambi-
tion, innovation, and tech-
nology in the e-commerce
sector. With the support
of Alibaba.com and initia-
tives like the KEL Awards,
Pakistani SMEs are poised
to continue making their
mark on the global stage.

CDNS to accomplish
mark of Rs 150
billion in fresh bonds

Islamic finance has a very important role in the
global financial sector at this time and a large part
of the economy of many major countries currently

includes Islamic finance,” he added

ISLAMABAD: Central Di-
rectorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) has achieved
a target of Rs 150 billion in
fresh bonds and achieved
10.5 percent of the annual
target in the first months
of current fiscal year, from
July 1 to August 15st.
Central Directorate of Na-
tional Savings (CDNS) has
set an annual target of Rs
1650 billion for the current
Fiscal Year, 2024-25, which
will promote the saving
culture in the country, the
senior official of CDNS told
APP here on Thursday.
Similarly, the CDNS has set
a target of Rs 170 billion
in investment in Islamic
finance for the Current Fis-
cal Year, which will lead to
growth in the Islamic econ-
omy in the country.
Replying to a question, he
said that the CDNS has re-
alized a target of Rs1.742
trillion in fresh bonds and
exceeded 100 percent of

the annual target in the last
fiscal year 2023-24, from
July 1 to June 30th.

National Savings has set
an annual target of Rs 1.7
trillion for the year 2023-
24; it is encouraging that
this year, “We surpassed
the 100 percent of the
annual target.” CDNS sur-
passed the annual target
and achieved the target
of Rs 1.6 trillion in fresh
bonds in the previous fis-
cal year 2022-23, he said.
He said this was an Rs
200 Dbillion additional
annual target than the
target of Rs 1300 billion
for the previous financial
year 2021-22. CDNS has
set a reviewed saving tar-
get of Rs 1.4 trillion for
the financial year (2021-
22) which will promote
a savings culture in the
country, he said, adding
that given the current
market trend in the coun-
try, the ambitious target

had been set to improve
the savings culture fur-
ther. The official said
that work was being done
on institutional reforms
in CDNS and new reforms
and innovations were be-
ing introduced. At this
time Automated Tell-
er Machine (ATM) has
also been introduced in
CDNS which will provide
enough facilities to the
users,” he added. The
official added that the di-
rectorate had set a target
of Rs 75 billion for the
new financial year 2023-24
for Islamic finance bonds.
Replying to a question; he
said the CDNS aimed to in-
troduce new dimensions in
the Islamic finance sector.
Islamic finance has a very
important role in the global
financial sector at this time
and a large part of the econ-
omy of many major countries
currently includes Islamic
finance,” he added.

ISLAMABAD: In response
to the challenges faced by
prospective students due to
slow internet connectivity,
the University of Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir (UAJK),
Muzaffarabad, has initiated
the issuance of manual ad-
mission forms alongside the
existing online application
process. This step aims to
ensure that all applicants
can conveniently apply for
their desired programs,
said a press release. Accord-
ing to a press release issued
by the Public Relations De-
partment of the UAJK, the
students seeking admission
can now obtain printed ad-
mission forms directly from
the Director Student Affairs
(DSA) offices at both the
Chella Campus and King
Abdullah Campus (Chatter
Klass). These forms can be
submitted to apply for the
program of their choice.
Additionally, to assist stu-
dents in completing their
online admission forms, the
university has established
online entry facilities at the
Chella Campus and King
Abdullah Campus (Chatter
Klass). Information desks
have also been set up in
all academic departments
to guide prospective stu-
dents.—APP

MNA Javaid Igbal unanimously
elected as Chairman NA
Standing Committee

ISLAMABAD: Member National Assembly (MNA) Javaid Igbal on Thursday got
unanimously elected as Chairman Standing Committee on Defence Production
of the National Assembly. The Standing Committee on Defence Production
in a meeting held here in the Parliament House elected MNA Javaid Igbal
as its Chairman, a news release said. The election was conducted by Acting
Secretary, Muhammad Mushtaq, Additional Secretary (Committees), Syed
Jawad Murtaza Naqvi, and Joint Secretary (Committees), Syed Haseen Raza
Zaidi. The Acting Secretary, the National Assembly Secretariat welcomed the
Committee Members and briefed them about the procedure for the election

of the Chairman.

MNA, Asad Alam Niazi who is a member of the commit-

tee, proposed the name of MNA, Javaid Igbal, Chairman of the Committee
while MNA, Ali Zahid, a Member seconded his candidature. The Acting Sec-
retary congratulated the newly elected Chairman on behalf of the Honorable
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Secretary National Assembly and assured him of
full support from the Secretariat for the effective and efficient functioning
of the Committee. The Chairman expressed his gratitude to the members
for posing confidence in him and assured them to run the business of the

Committee with consensus.

The members while appreciating the views of

the Chairman assured him their fullest support in the process of legisla-

tion.

Malik Muhammad Aamir Dogar, MNA/Chief Whip congratulated the

newly elected Chairman and extended his support for the Committee.—DNA

WIDE VARIETY GF LIVE FGOD STATIGNS
OFFERING UICK SERVICE & CONYENIENCE

TEMS BELDW  MEAL

TIMINGS: 12PM TG 12AM DAILY

EALS BELOW
RG. 250 PER HEAD  RS. 550 PER HEAD

CONTACT US: D308 2108000 / 0309 2108000




TwiN CITIES

Ishmahal POST

Friday, August 23, 2024

Briefs

consumers
likely to get
31paisa per
unit relief in
FCA for July

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The con-
sumers of XWAPDA pow-
er distribution companies
(DISCOs) are likely to get
31 paisa per unit relief in
power tariff for month of
the July under the monthly
fuel cost (FCA) adjustment
mechanism. In a petition
to the power regulator
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NE-
PRA), the Central Power
Purchasing Agency (CP-
PA-G) on behalf of XWAP-
DA DISCOs has sought 31
paisa reduction in power
tariff for July. The refer-
ence price for month of
July was fixed as Rs 9.352
per unit but the actual
cost remained at Rs 9.037
per unit, it said in the pe-
tition. A total of 14,880
GWh electricity worth Rs
133,295 million was gen-
erated while 14,411 GWh
worth Rs 130,243 million

EU-backed plan strengthens
stakeholder collaboration

Amid these challenges, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO), in collaboration with
consortium lead International Rescue Committee (IRC) and partner Medical Emergency Resilience
Foundation (MERF), organized a day-long Provincial Networking Workshop

FArsAL SHIEKH

ISLAMABAD: The EU-supported
programme have initiated collab-
oration among the stake holders
to combat malnutrition in Sindh
as the high rates of malnutrition
continue to impact the province
adversely. The situation is dire,
with nearly half of the children
under the age of five suffering
from stunting, wasting or being
underweight. The consequences
of malnutrition are far-reaching
and have long-lasting impact,
not just on the directly affected
individuals but also on the rest
of the family and the nation’s
development. Amid these chal-
lenges, Strengthening Partici-
patory Organization (SPO), in
collaboration with consortium
lead International Rescue Com-
mittee (IRC) and partner Medi-
cal Emergency Resilience Foun-
dation (MERF), organized a
day-long Provincial Networking

Workshop, a news release said.
This event brought together
stake holders such as relevant
departments of the Government
of Sindh, including the Planning
and Development Department,
the Accelerated Action Plan
Task Force Secretariat, and the
Sindh Social Protection Author-
ity. Moreover, representatives
from the World Health Organ-
ization, PPHI Sindh, Nutrition
International, HANDS, CSO
networks such as the Scaling
Up Nutrition Civil Society Alli-
ance (SUNCSA) Pakistan and
Sindh Climate Action Network
(SCAN), and local organizations
were also part of a concerted ef-
fort to combat malnutrition and
address its severe impacts on
the region.

There is a dire need to bridge
the gap between public policies
and their effective implemen-
tation at the grassroots level.
With decades of learning, expe-
rience, and awareness of best

practices, there is ample poten-
tial to enhance developmental
projects by adopting a more
collaborative approach. By in-
tegrating insights from sector
experts, local communities and
embracing a more inclusive
strategy, we can ensure the pro-
gress. The International Rescue
Committee has been working in
Pakistan for over four decades
and among other projects across
Sindh, is also implementing a
European Union funded project
to combat malnutrition in Sindh
with its local partners and stake
holders.

Through this event, 15 local Civ-
il Society Organizations from
across Sindh were also provided
a platform to explore opportu-
nities, build alliances, share
knowledge, and enhance collab-
orative efforts. The proceeding
of the event featured a contex-
tual landscape of Malnutrition in
Sindh, insights and reflections
from local organizations, and

sharing and endorsing a provin-
cial-level policy advocacy plan.
Dr. Nadeem Mir Bahar, Plan-
ning Officer at the Planning
and Development Department
Sindh, and Dr. Sahib Jan Badar,
Nutrition Consultant at the AAP
Task Force, appreciated the in-
itiative and acknowledged the
efforts of IRC and its partners in
combating malnutrition through
the support of the European Un-
ion. They highlighted the impor-
tance of multisectoral approach
and assured support for the pro-
ject interventions.

Dr. Ranomal Lohano, Program
Coordinator at IRC, emphasized
the need for networking and
coordinated efforts in policy ad-
vocacy, social behavior change
communication, outreach and
facility-based nutrition care ser-
vices, and capacity building to
effectively address malnutrition
in Sindh. SUNCSA and SCAN
ensured support by working
together with the 15 local or-

was delivered to DISCOs.

ganizations for positive policy
outcomes.

The Provincial Networking
Workshop is part of a larger
two-year initiative to enhance
local organizations capacities
and building alliances for im-
proved nutrition outcomes in
Sindh. With the financial sup-
port of 5.5 million euros by the
European Union in Pakistan,
IRC alongside partner organi-
zations, MERF and SPO, is en-
hancing the capacity of 15 local
organizations and facilitating
productive sectoral networking.
The project also entails improv-
ing facility-based treatments,
and increasing community out-
reach of nutrition programmes.
These interventions are carried
out in five adversely affected
districts of Sindh, (Kashmore,
Ghotki, Sukkur, Khairpur, and
Naushahro Feroze) providing
nutritional support to more than
245,000 women and 415,000
children.

As many as 35.89 per cent
electricity was generat-
ed through hydel, 10.12
per cent local coal, 7.64
per cent important coal,
7.93 per cent gas, 19.96
per cent RLNG, 13.36 per
cent nuclear and 2.99 per
cent wind while 0.69 per
cent was generated from
furnace oil during the said
period. —APP

AIOU’s
Phase-II
admissions
to begin from
1st Sept

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Allama
Igbal Open University

(AIOU) will begin the sec-
ond phase of admissions
for the Autumn 2024 se-

ISLAMABAD : Chairperson Arab Monetary Fund Dr. Fahad M Alturki calls on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

mester on September 1st.
The educational programs
offered in this phase in-
clude Associate Degree in
Arts (BA General), Associ-
ate Degree in Commerce
(B. Com), BBA, Associate
Degree in Education, BS
(ODL) programs, 1.5-
year, 2.5-year, and 4-year
B.Ed programs, Postgrad-
uate Diploma programs,
and Certificate courses.
Prospective students can
access admission forms
and prospectuses on the
university’s website from
September 1st. Forms for
Associate Degrees (BA/B.
Com) and B.Ed programs
will also be available at
AIOU’s regional offices
and designated sale points
nationwide. For more in-
formation, students can
contact regional offices or
the university’s helpline at
051-111-112-468.
Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood, Vice-Chancel-
lor AIOU has directed
regional offices to guide
and support prospective
students, including pro-
viding free access to com-
puters and the internet
for those without these
facilities to ensure they
can complete their appli-
cations with ease.

Traffic chaos

religious demonstra-

undermine Capital
idealized vision of life

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad, once revered as
a sanctuary of serenity and peace, is now
entangled in a web of daily strife. For its
residents, the idealized vision of life in the
capital has become an increasingly elusive
dream. The city, previously a symbol of
tranquillisers, is now marred by ceaseless
political protests,
tions, and the ever-present specter of com-
muting chaos. What was once seen as a
haven has transformed into a battleground
where daily existence is overshadowed by
unrest, making life for its citizens an ongo-
ing struggle. Doctor Alina Nasir, a 42-year-
old medical practitioner, who moved to
Islamabad from Azad Kashmir ten years
ago for its reputed calm and better em-
ployment opportunities, now finds herself
grappling with a relentless cycle of stress.
“I imagined a peaceful life here, but it’s
been anything but that,” she shares, her
frustration palpable. “Every day, I worry
about my children’s safety, especially when
they travel to and from school. The polit-
ical rallies and roadblocks are constant,
making the daily commute a nerve-wrack-
ing ordeal.” The city’s infrastructure, once
designed to accommodate its growing pop-

ulation, now buckles under the strain of fre-
quent demonstrations and political unrest.
The roads are often clogged with traffic as
protesters stage rallies, leaving residents
stuck for hours. This has led to a deterio-
rating quality of life, where every journey
feels like a gamble. Ali Raza, a 45-year-old
businessman, echoes Alina’s sentiments.
“I used to think of Islamabad as a place
where I could grow old peacefully. Now,
I'm not sure if I can even get to work on
time. The protests that break out with lit-
tle notice create havoc on our streets. It’s
not just inconvenient; it’s dangerous.” For
families like Jaffrys, a school teacher who
also relocated to Islamabad from Rawalpin-
di’s farflung village Kallar Sayedan to pro-
vide their children with better educational
opportunities, the reality is far from ideal.
“We moved here hoping for a safer environ-
ment for our kids,” says Mrs. Riffat, her
eyes reflecting concern. “But now, every
day, we face the anxiety of whether they’ll
be able to get to school safely or if they’ll be
caught in a protest.” Adding insult to injury
are the frequent VIP movements, ongoing
road construction projects, and high-profile

cricket matches.—APP

Export of
sports goods
increases
12.51% in July
2024

ISLAMABAD: The export
of sports goods from the
country witnessed an in-
crease of 12.51 percent dur-
ing the first month of the
current fiscal year (2024-
25) as compared to the ex-
ports of the corresponding
last year. The country ex-
ported sports goods worth
US$ 29.358 million during
July 2024 as opposed to the
export of US$ 26.093 mil-
lion during July 2023, show-
ing growth of 12.51 per-
cent, according to the data
released by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).
Among the sports products,
the exports of footballs rose
by 14.20 percent, surging
from US$ 15.565 million to
US$ 17.775 million during
the month under review.
The gloves exports also in-
creased 24.24 percent by
going up from US$ 3.707
million last year to US$
4.606 million, the PBS data
revealed.—APP

Tarar for providing opportunities to
youth by correcting priorities in I'T

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting, Nation-
al Heritage and Culture Attaullah
Tarar on Thursday stressed the
need to provide maximum oppor-
tunities to the youth by correcting
the priorities in the fields of infor-
mation technology(IT), agricul-
ture, education, and sports arena.
Addressing the National Youth Con-
vention here he said Pakistan was a
lucky country as its 60% population
consisted of youth below 30 years
of age who could change the desti-
ny of the nation. “There is a need to
correct the direction and economy
of the country, bring IT revolution,
and promote quality education to
the new generation”, the minister
said. He urged the young gener-
ation to understand the vision be-
hind the creation of a separate state
for Muslims in the subcontinent.
He remarked that Indian atrocities
in Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
and on Indian Muslims across the
border had vindicated the stance of
Muslims for an independent state.
He said that Kashmiris were still
struggling to become part of Paki-
stan with great resolve, resilience,
and determination despite the

PAKISTIAN

brutality and oppression of Indian

rulers. He told the participants
of the convention that the Quaid-
e-Azam was supported by a large
number of youths in the Pakistan
Movement. “The youth contributed
to the creation of this country, and
the youth will change the destiny
of this country”, the information
minister remarked. He said that
Muslim migration from Makkah to
Madinah and from India to Pakistan
had a lesson for everyone. He said
that about 12,00,000 people sacri-
ficed their lives during migration
to Pakistan in 1947 as trains car-
rying Muslims were attacked and
passengers butchered mercilessly.
He said countless women and girls
were raped and molested during
the process of migration. He said
the holy blood of tens of thousands

of martyrs was in the foundations of
Pakistan which was created on the
27th of Ramazan. He said that Allah
Almighty had created Pakistan on
the holiest night of Laila Tul Qadr
and he had the belief that this coun-
try would prosper, develop, and
survive till eternity. He said now it
was the responsibility and duty of
the new generation to work hard to
make Pakistan a strong, modern,
developed nation. “Pakistanis are
a determined and hardworking na-
tion and Arshad Nadeem'’s success
is a beacon and a source of inspi-
ration for youth “, he maintained.
Referring to the determination and
hard work of Arshad Nadeem, the
minister said he made the first jave-
lin by breaking a tree branch in his
village near Mian Channu. He said
overcoming all hardships  Arshad
Nadeem brought the entire nation
together by winning the gold medal
as the entire nation celebrated his
historic victory in a befitting way.
He said under the Prime Minister’s
Laptop scheme, free-of-cost laptops
were given on merit to students of
educational institutions. He said
that laptops given to youth under
the PM scheme played an important
role in keeping the national economy
stable during Covid 19. Similarly, he
said that the PML-N government

launched the Danish School system
in Punjab for deserving students in
the most backward areas and this
step paid dividends. Making long and
alluring speeches was easier than
doing something practical for the
welfare of the people of the country,
he opined. He said that unfortunate-
ly in this digital age, controversies
and sensational things attract the
attention of the users and construc-
tive achievements fail to get proper
coverage. He stressed the need to
fight the tendency of despair and
despondency through the creation
of hope and providing opportuni-
ties to the youth so that their talent
could be utilized in a better manner
for nation building process. “Our
IT exports have tripled within the
last four months and that too at a
time when the world is facing reces-
sion in the field of information tech-
nology”, he informed. He said that
a record number of start-ups were
coming in Pakistan and IT experts
were emerging which was a good
omen. The minister said that Paki-
stan’s youth had accomplished a lot
on their own and it was the respon-
sibility of the governments to pro-
vide them opportunities to further
hone their talent. He said that the
development of the nation depended
on the development of the youth.

Zong introduces
high-speed
network
connectivity

This development has been a
challenging job in such remote
areas and harsh conditions and
I commend all the hardworking

people involved”

ISLAMABAD: Zong, Pakistan’s leading telecom operator
has introduced high-speed network connectivity in more
than 15 cities of Gilgit Baltistan (GB) making it the larg-
est-ever network expansion in the region. brings its seam-
less and high-speed 4G services to Gilgit Baltistan and the
network is live city-wide in Gilgit, Hunza and Skardu with
further rollout ready for launch, said a news release. This
initiative is Zong’s commitment to providing connectivity
across the country and top-notch affordable 4G services.
This initiative aims to boost digitalization, promote live-
lihood, and accelerate the growth of data connectivity
Pakistan to the broader Gilgit-Baltistan region.
As part of this initiative, 59 4G sites are being rolled out in
over 15 cities throughout the Gilgit Baltistan region to en-
sure seamless network connectivity, with services already
accessible to residents in key cities, including Gilgit, As-
tore, Skardu, and Hunza. The network expansion will not
only serve the people of Gilgit Baltistan, but it will also be of
great convenience for local and international tourists visiting
every year. availability of Zong’s 4G network coverage in Gilgit
Baltistan is possible through Zong’s strategic partnership with
Special Communications Organization (SCO). Through this
collaboration, Zong and SCO are sharing essential network
resources to ensure that these services remain accessible
and affordable for the people of Gilgit Baltistan. Sharing his
insight on the project, The CEO of Zong said, “Ensuring 4G
availability in GB marks a significant step in our mission to
provide excellent products and services and enable digitaliza-
tion in Pakistan. Zong 4G connectivity not only serves the
connectivity needs of the local communities but also opens
new opportunities for businesses, tourism, and education
in these areas. This development has been a challenging
job in such remote areas and harsh conditions and I com-
mend all the hardworking people involved”.—DNA

acCross

Six vendors

arrested in

ICT for price
gouying

ISLAMABAD: In a decisive
move to ensure fair pricing,
Islamabad’s  district ad-
ministration has launched
a crackdown on vendors
overcharging customers in
local markets and arrested
six violators. In a recent
operation led by Assistant
Commissioner  Pothohar,
Aneeq Anwar, six traders
were arrested for not ad-
hering to the official price
list in the vegetable market.
The accused shopkeepers
were found charging cus-
tomers more than the rates
prescribed by the govern-
ment. During the inspection,
it was discovered that many
vendors had failed to display
the official rate list, which is a
mandatory requirement. The
absence of this price list led
to customers being charged
higher rates, prompting
immediate action from the
authorities. Assistant Com-
missioner Anwar empha-
sized that all shopkeepers
must prominently display
the official price list to
avoid legal consequences.
The District Commissioner
has appealed to the public
to report any vendor who
fails to display the rate list or
charges more than the offi-
cial prices. This action is part
of a broader effort to regulate
prices and protect consum-
ers from unfair practices in
the market.—APP

NCGSA
to host
Pakistan’s
first-ever
workshop on
Space Law
and Policy

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Center of GIS and Space
Applications (NCGSA), in col-
laboration with the Institute
of Space Technology (IST), is
set to host Pakistan’s inaugural
Workshop on ‘Space Law and
Policy’ on September 0304.
According to the NCGSA, this
groundbreaking event will be
the first of its kind in the coun
try, focusing on the critical and
emerging domains of space law
and policy. With the increasing
relevance of space activities in
global geopolitics and national
security, this workshop aims
to equip participants with the
knowledge needed to navigate
the complex legal and regu-
latory frameworks governing
space. Resource persons
from renowned organizations
including Access Partner-
ship, Singapore; Pakistan
Space Activities Regula-
tory Board (PSARB); Na-
tional Defence University
(NDU), Pakistan; Asia-Pa-
cific Space Cooperation Or-
ganization (APSCO), China;
and the National Center for
Cyber Security (NCCS),
Pakistan, will share their ex
pertise and insights during the
two-day event—APP
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Who wants a ceasefire

THE United States is aggressively attempting to broker a ceasefire in the

war on Gaza, and has devoted immense diplomatic activity towards achiev-

ing this goal, with Antony Blinken having visited Tel Aviv numerous times.
The administration is insisting that such a deal is “close”, with Biden stating, “We
are closer than we have ever been” despite the minimal evidence of such. There
is, of course, one fundamental flaw in this claim: Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment has no desire for such a ceasefire, and it stands contrary to all his goals.
First, it should be understood that the push for a ceasefire is strictly an American
goal motivated by domestic political needs. Biden wants to try and freeze the war
and kick the can down the road as he seeks to avoid criticism for his unconditional
backing of Netanyahu. His strategy is to prevent politically damaging fallout for
the Democratic Party in the run-up to the Presidential election. If he can do so,
he can claim victory, deflect criticism, and have the issue sidelined for his succes-
sor Kamala Harris. America’s need is therefore motivated by optics rather than
seriously attempting to change Tel Aviv’'s behaviour, which it is unlikely to do
under any circumstances. Secondly, the government of Benjamin Netanyahu sees
a ceasefire as political suicide which can usher in the end of his political career.
Netanyahu has shaped his war goals around sustaining the backing of the most
hardline Zionists in his government, and thus has set the line at the total destruc-
tion of Hamas and the subsequent military occupation of the Gaza Strip. To relent
to a ceasefire agreement at this stage would thwart his political goals, which are
being sustained by resorting to perpetual conflict and escalation. It is for this
reason that Netanyahu has sought to escalate with Hezbollah and Iran, which has
also allowed him to leverage support from the USA. Netanyahu thus sees his po-
litical survival as contingent on changing the political status quo and has publicly
issued promises to this end. Aiming to completely end the “two-state solution”, he
wants to bring the Gaza Strip under the same regime as the West Bank, whereby
it becomes an occupied territory under illegal, but de-facto military control, and
thus dispossessed of any real sovereignty. Herein, he will utilise “salami slicing”
strategies to gradually increase illegal settlement building in the territory and
gradually squeeze out and displace the local population over a long-term basis.
In order to lay the grounds for this future trajectory, he must continually claim
that “Israel” is under existential threat by its enemies, which allows him to
sideline both his domestic and international critics. Thus, his goal has been to
escalate and exacerbate the conflict, rather than seek its resolution. Although
the US diplomatic effort is trying to restrain him, seeking primarily to avoid
an all-out regional war, This allows Netanyahu to manipulate the situation to
his advantage, thereby compelling a tacit acceptance of his objectives and
altering the status quo. This has been evident through his deliberate efforts
to provoke Iran, which are designed to provoke retaliations and force the US
into the position of being obligated to protect Tel-Aviv, shutting down those
opposed to him. Thus, while the US is engaging to try and prevent this worst-
case scenario, Netanyahu has little appetite for a ceasefire. For him, to agree
to such a solution would constitute working towards peace and thus affirm a
return to the previous status quo in a compromise with other parties.
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Evacuation orders,
an oppressive policy

NDER the fire of Israeli drones and artillery bombardment, thousands

of Palestinian displaced people were forced to flee from their tents in

the Mawasi al-Qirara area in Khan Younis to endure a harsh night, after
a series of Israeli forced displacement orders accompanied by intense bombard-
ment. 65-year-old Mahmoud Abdel Ghafour was unable to leave his tent where
the Israeli shelling surprised him, injuring him and leaving him bleeding in place
until he was martyred, joining his son who was martyred last November. Hamada
Abdel Ghafour told the Palestinian Information Center (PIC) that a relative was
martyred in the area where the occupation forces committed a bloody massacre
last March, and he indicated that the occupation forces burned many of the tents
that had become a refuge for the displaced families from the town of al-Qarara
and Al-Satr Al-Gharbi. According to medical sources, at least 5 Palestinians were
martyred as a result of the sudden targeting of the displaced in the Mawasi al-Qa-
rara area, northwest of Khan Yunis, on Wednesday evening, while at least 15 were
martyred over the past two days due to the targeting of the displaced civilians
around the city of Hamad and the Mawasi al-Qarara. The occupation forces did
not issue displacement orders from this area, but rather surprised the displaced
with sudden bombardment and gunfire. Whenever the Israeli occupation forces
advance suddenly towards an area under fire and bombardment, or issue evacu-
ation orders for the residents of the Gaza Strip, they turn their lives into a real
hell, as they are forced to leave their homes or what remains of them or their
tents and flee to other areas where there is no adequate space. Between July
1 and August 21, the occupation forces issued at least 16 evacuation orders in
the Gaza Strip, leading to the displacement of around 213,000 Palestinians since
the beginning of August until August 16, according to Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(Doctors Without Borders). Aziza Salem told the PIC, “We fled under gunfire,
we took refuge in the sea shore, I and my children spent the night in the open
like hundreds, there is nowhere for us to go, they forced us to displace towards
Al-Mawasi and they are cutting it off and demanding the evacuation of part of it,
where do we go?” According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, evacuation orders were imposed on 86% of Gaza (this
is a statistic prior to the latest evacuation orders that targeted areas in Deir
Al-Balah and Khan Yunis) since the start of the Israeli genocidal war, and around
2 million Palestinians suffered from it, most of whom were displaced multiple
times. Evacuation orders start with calls to the residents and sending them mes-
sages, before an announcement is issued by the coordinator and the spokesman
of the occupation army, accompanied by a map showing the neighborhoods and
areas required to be evacuated. Khamis Amir, a radio operator with Médecins
Sans Frontiéres (Doctors Without Borders), who was displaced due to an evac-
uation order on August 21, says, “My family and I demount the tent and pack
our belongings [to move]. My children gather their toys and belongings so they
don’t get lost. We don’t know where to go. When will this war end?”

US strategy in middle eastern conflicts

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The recent events in
the Middle East suggest
that the U.S. strategy of

indirect intervention, seen
in Ukraine, is becoming
a standard approach for
handling conflicts globally.
Israel launched missiles
at an Iranian diplomatic
compound in Damascus on
April 1, fearing an Iranian
response to its war on
Hamas. This attack killed
two generals and five senior
officers of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.
Iran retaliated with missile
and drone strikes on Israeli
targets over the weekend...

HE United States has developed

and implemented a national strategy

focused on exerting military pow-
er while minimizing the risk of casualties
among its own forces. This approach has
been particularly evident in the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine. Rather than deploying
American troops on the ground, the U.S. has
chosen to play a significant and possibly de-
cisive, role in the conflict through indirect
means. This includes providing extensive
military aid to Ukraine, particularly in the
form of advanced weaponry and equipment.
Additionally, the U.S. has employed political
signals and the implicit threat of increasing
its military presence in the region to influ-
ence Russian actions. By doing so, the U.S.
has aimed to shape the course of the con-
flict without directly engaging in combat,
thereby avoiding the potential loss of Amer-
ican lives. This strategy represents a clear
departure from the approach the U.S. took
during the Vietnam War. In Vietnam, the
U.S. committed large numbers of troops,
resulting in substantial American casualties.
The high human cost of the Vietnam War
had severe political repercussions within the
United States, leading to widespread public
opposition and significant domestic unrest.
The war’s unpopularity contributed to a
shift in U.S. military strategy in subsequent
conflicts. In the years following Vietnam,
U.S. military policy evolved, particularly in
its engagements in Iraq and Afghanistan.
While these operations did involve the de-
ployment of American troops, the strategies
employed were distinct from the all-out mil-
itary engagement seen in Vietnam. In Iraq
and Afghanistan, the U.S. aimed to minimize

casualties through the use of advanced tech-
nology, precision strikes and efforts to build
and support local forces capable of taking on
the brunt of the fighting. The emphasis was
on reducing American troop presence over
time, relying more on airpower, intelligence
and special operations forces to achieve stra-
tegic objectives. Despite these efforts, the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan still resulted in
significant American casualties and financial
costs, though not on the scale seen in Viet-
nam. The experiences in these conflicts fur-
ther refined U.S. military strategy, leading
to an even greater emphasis on minimizing
direct engagement and reducing the risk to
American forces. The current approach in
Ukraine is a continuation of this trend. By
providing military support and employing
political and diplomatic tools, the U.S. has
sought to influence the outcome of the con-
flict without committing ground troops. This
approach allows the U.S. to project power
and defend its interests while avoiding the
domestic political consequences associated
with high casualty rates. The strategy also
reflects a broader shift in U.S. foreign policy,
where the focus is on leveraging alliances,
technology and indirect means to achieve
strategic goals without becoming embroiled
in prolonged, costly conflicts.

The recent events in the Middle East sug-
gest that the U.S. strategy of indirect in-
tervention, seen in Ukraine, is becoming
a standard approach for handling conflicts
globally. Israel launched missiles at an Ira-
nian diplomatic compound in Damascus on
April 1, fearing an Iranian response to its
war on Hamas. This attack killed two gener-
als and five senior officers of Iran’s Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps. Iran retaliated
with missile and drone strikes on Israeli tar-
gets over the weekend, but Israel’s advanced
missile defense systems intercepted most of
the projectiles, minimizing damage. Despite
Israel’s ability to defend itself, the U.S. and
the U.K. intervened by using naval assets to
intercept Iranian missiles over Syria, Iraq
and Jordan. This intervention was not about
protecting U.S. or British interests directly,
as there was no indication Iran targeted their
assets. Instead, it was a strategic signal to
Iran that any aggression against Israel could
provoke broader international involvement,
even without ground troops. The U.S. has a
long history of tension with Iran, particu-
larly concerning its nuclear ambitions and
regional influence. The recent interven-
tion is less about supporting Israel directly
and more about curbing Iran’s expansion
in the region. This approach mirrors the
U.S. strategy in Ukraine, where the fo-
cus is less on Ukraine itself and more on
containing Russian influence. In both con-
flicts, the U.S. aims to strengthen its al-
lies by providing advanced weaponry while
avoiding direct military engagement and
casualties. This strategy has become cen-
tral to American foreign policy, reflecting
a shift towards managing conflicts from a
distance rather than committing troops on
the ground. The success of this strategy
depends on the enemy’s strength and de-
termination. Any misjudgment could force
the U.S. to reconsider its approach or in-
crease its involvement. This indirect inter-
vention method appears to be the new nor-
mal for addressing not only minor conflicts
but also broader, long-term challenges.

Hasina’s ouster opens a window to
reset Bangladesh-Pakistan ties

Amir Zia

Relations between the two
countries also deteriorated
as Hasina’s government
executed several pro-
Islamabad Bangladeshi
politicians who stood
for a united Pakistan
during Bangladesh’s
1971 independence war.
Pakistanis view 1971 as a
tragic event, and there is
a growing realisation that
former East Pakistan was
treated unfairly. From the
Pakistani point-of-view,
atrocities were committed
from both sides during the
war, including large-scale
killing of non-Bengalis by
militants. But allegations
of mass rape and killings
against the Pakistan Army
remain exaggerated

ANGLADESH-Pakistan relations remained frosty
B throughout the 15-year rule of deposed premier
Sheikh Hasina, but the change of guard in Dhaka
has rekindled hopes in Islamabad for the potential nor-
malisation of relations with its erstwhile eastern wing.
With Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus now heading Bang-
ladesh’s interim government, Pakistani Prime Minister
hehbaz Sharif has expressed the desire to work with him
to deepen cooperation between the two countries. During
the Hasina era, such overtures of friendship were always
greeted with suspicion and a cold shoulder. However, Paki-
stan needs some deft and subtle diplomacy as well as clear
and attainable objectives while engaging with the new set-
up in Dhaka, where the situation remains in flux after the
massive student-led protests ended Hasina’s rule on Au-
gust 5, forcing her to flee to neighbouring India.
As Bangladesh’s interim government is trying to restore
stability and order in the country, indications are that early
elections are not on the table - at least for now. And when-
ever the next general elections are held, they will likely
bring Hasina’s rivals to power. Dhaka watchers in Pakistan
say Hasina’s departure has opened a window for a new
push for improvement of relations between the two popu-
lous Muslim-majority nations, which share a lot in common
and intertwined history. Sheikh Hasina was a hawk when it
came to relations with Pakistan. According to a former Pa-
kistani diplomat who served in Dhaka, Hasina and her Awa-
mi League carried the bitterness of the tragic events that
led to Bangladesh’s independence in 1971 after a bloody
civil war and military intervention by India.
Hasina’s father, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, emerged as the
face of the independence movement in what was then
East Pakistan, which became Bangladesh after India di-
rectly aided rebels challenging Islamabad’s rule. Mujibur
Rehman - anointed as the founder of Bangladesh - was
assassinated in a bloody military coup on August 15, 1975,
along with several family members. But Sheikh survived
along with her husband and a sister as they were in Europe
at that time. She and her family took asylum in India and
returned to Bangladesh in 1981 to lead the Awami League.
In Pakistan, Hasina is overwhelmingly viewed as a staunch
Indian ally who spurned Islamabad’s efforts to broaden ties
between the two countries whenever she was in power —
first between 1996-2001 and then 2009-2024. All through
her rule, bilateral relations between Islamabad and Dha-
ka remained frozen, especially during her second stint as
the prime minister. People-to-people contact remained at a

bare minimum because of the visa restrictions on Pakistan-
is. Frosty diplomatic relations even resulted in the suspen-
sion of direct flights between Dhaka and Karachi. Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA) stopped flying to Dhaka in 2018
due to alleged harassment of its crew, while Bangladesh’s
Biman Airlines wrapped up flight operations to Pakistan
even earlier. There has also been no top government-level
visit between the two countries for years now, and the for-
eign secretary consultations remain suspended since 2016.
Similarly, the Joint Economic Commission between the two
countries also remains inactive for years now.

In regional diplomacy, Hasina-ruled Dhaka put its weight
behind India. The South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation’s (SAARC) summit - a biennial event — was last
held in Nepal in 2014. The next summit, which was to be
hosted by Pakistan in 2016 - could not take place after In-
dia pulled out of it in the wake of a militant attack in the In-
dia-administered Jammu and Kashmir region. Bangladesh,
along with Afghanistan and Bhutan, also pulled out of the
summit under the pretext of security concerns.

Relations between the two countries also deteriorated
as Hasina’s government executed several pro-Islamabad
Bangladeshi politicians who stood for a united Pakistan
during Bangladesh’s 1971 independence war. Pakistanis
view 1971 as a tragic event, and there is a growing realisa-
tion that former East Pakistan was treated unfairly. From
the Pakistani point-of-view, atrocities were committed from
both sides during the war, including large-scale killing of
non-Bengalis by militants. But allegations of mass rape
and killings against the Pakistan Army remain exaggerat-
ed. However, Bangladesh accuses that millions of Bengalis
were killed by the Pakistan Army - a charge fiercely disput-
ed by Islamabad. Pakistani diplomats allege that Hasina’s
closeness with New Delhi and the overall Indian influence
on Bangladesh prevented Dhaka from normalising rela-
tions with Pakistan over the years. Islamabad wants to bury
the hatchet of the 1971 event and sees a huge reservoir of
“love and friendship” for Pakistan in the hearts of many
Bangladeshis - from the man on the street to leading busi-
nesspeople, experts, professionals and politicians.

There are two distinct streams in Bangladeshi politics.
One - represented mainly by the Awami League - remains
pro-India, while the other stands bitterly opposed to the
perceived Indian hegemony in their country. The anti-India
sentiment was also reflected in the recent student-led pro-
tests. Bangladesh’s nationalists, including the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) of Khaleda Zia and the rightwing

Jamaat-e-Islami, were at the forefront in criticising Hasina’s
government for its closeness with New Delhi.

The BNP, being one of the key mainstream parties, not only
remained critical of Indian interference in Bangladesh’s in-
ternal affairs but also gave calls for the boycott of Indian
products. After the ouster of Hasina’s government, attacks
on local Hindus, their businesses and places of worship can
be seen in the context of the prevalent anti-India sentiment
in Bangladesh, though the new government moved quickly
to protect the minorities. The civil society also took the
initiative, and many Muslims, including seminary students,
protected Hindu neighbours and their property. While
anti-India sentiment runs deep in Bangladesh politics, Pa-
kistan’s efforts to improve ties with Dhaka should not be
based on its protracted rivalry with New Delhi.

Instead, Pakistan should focus on the shared cultural and
religious values and opportunities to boost trade, business
and investment between the two countries.

For Bangladesh, India would remain an important re-
gional country and a business partner as the two coun-
tries share a more than 4,000 km-long border. Although
India, under its Hindu nationalist leader Narendra Modi,
has tried to isolate Pakistan in the region by exerting
influence on all the SAARC member countries, includ-
ing Bangladesh, this does not mean that Islamabad and
Bangladesh cannot build ties on their own merit. Paki-
stan’s diplomatic message should be simple: it remains a
trusted friend of the people of Bangladesh and supports
its unity, sovereignty and integrity at every forum.
Islamabad should also unilaterally support Dhaka in its re-
gional disputes, especially on the long-standing water-shar-
ing issue with India. With the new military-backed popular
political order in Bangladesh firmly in place, now there is
room for Pakistan to initiate baby steps to build trust and
improve relations with Dhaka. Pakistan’s seasoned diplo-
mats say that ease of access to visa services and the boost
of people-to-people contacts should be the top priorities.
At the same time, the resumption of direct flights between
Karachi and Dhaka is also the need of the hour. Cultural
and youth exchanges, joint film, television and other me-
dia ventures are all low-hanging fruits. Boosting trade and
business relations provides a win-win situation for both
countries. Yes, Pakistan and Bangladesh do not need to go
the extra mile to normalise their relations. They have just
to focus on the basics and aim to become equal friends and
partners. For this, the two countries need not undermine
their relations with another country.
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PTI calls off
rally after
roadblocks...

From Pack 01
violence or clashes. In case
of any such incidence of
clashes/ violence the organis-
ers shall be held responsible.
“Organisers are bound to
ensure that the participants
do not spend the night or
subsequent nights there and
are dispersed peacefully,” it
maintained. After the PTI
earlier vowed to hold a pro-
test in Islamabad despite the
revocation of the NOC for the
event, the police sealed mul-
tiple key arteries, particular-
ly entry and exit points of
the federal capital city. Police
sealed major thoroughfares
leading to Islamabad through
Faizabad, the Double Road
and Chongi No 26 bus stop as
well, leaving the people stuck
in traffic as long queues of ve-
hicles are formed due to the
road closure. Metro Bus ser-
vice has also been suspended
in Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
while a heavy contingent of
police has been deployed on
the alternative routes for the
public’s facilitation and se-
curity. Additionally, security
was put on high alert, while
red zone areas as well as en-
try and exit points of the fed-
eral capital had been sealed.

Pakistan
desires...

From Pace 01
particularly in trade, invest-
ment, and development co-
operation. Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday said that he would
unveil a fiveyear economic
revival plan in the coming
weeks as broad parameters
had already been finalised
through months-long deliber-
ations with the stakeholders.
The prime minister, address-
ing the launching ceremony
of the Buna-Raast connectiv-
ity project, said the “Home-
Grown Economic Program”
would envisage measures to
boost the country’s economy
by uplifting agriculture, infor-
mation technology, and other
untapped sectors. “Our pro-
gram is under discussion and
I will announce it very soon.
Great work has gone into it.
It involves discussions and
deliberations with all stake-
holders over the last many
months. Recently we have fi-
nalised its broad parameters.
By next week or so, we will
finalise it. I will go to the peo-
ple to announce the program
for the next five years,” the
prime minister remarked.

JI to hold
shutter...

From Pace 01
was provided to the public on
the pressure created by JI.
He asserted that they would
boost the economy and not
default it, “We will run the
wheels of the economy and
the one day strike is for the
smooth running of the econo-
my.” JI would certainly strive
for public rights and relief
without any support, JI emir
stressed. He also announced
plans for a public movement
from September 1 and a
membership campaign will
be initiated soon. He high-
lighted that they were striv-
ing for public rights and it’s
a long struggle and needed
public support for it. He
claimed that everyone from
rural areas to every corner
of the country will join them
in their movement. Hafiz
Naeem stressed that the gov-
ernment was obliged to give
them their due rights, they
would compel the govern-
ment to meet their demands.

Govt
Initiates...

From Pace 01
be privatised in the first
phase. The Privatisation
Commission invited re-
quests for proposals from
interested parties, with
a deadline of September
16, 2024. Advertisements
seeking applications have
also been published in in-
ternational newspapers.
Applicants will also be re-
quired to pay a processing
fee of $1,000. On August
2, the federal government
okayed the privatisation of
13 power distribution com-
panies as the Ministry of
Energy unveiled a plan to
privatise these entities in
phases. According to the
notification, the Ministry
of Energy has also issued
directives for the privatisa-
tion of 12 organizations in
the power sector. The pri-
vatisation process will be
carried out in phases, with
the first phase involving the
privatization of four Discos.

BD finish day two unscathed

after Pakistan declare on 448

Day two of Rawalpindi Test conclude at 27/0 with Shadman
Islam and Zakir Hasan on the crease

SporTS DESK

RAWLPINDI:  After Pakistan
declared their first innings on
448/6, Bangladesh  openers

Shadman Islam and Zakir Hasan
started cautiously in the first Test
played at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium on Thursday. The visi-
tors made 27/0 at stumps as Pa-
kistan pacers bowled 12 overs.
They trail by 421 runs. The home
side began day two at 158-4 with
Mohammad Rizwan (24) and Saud
Shakeel (57) on the crease. The
two batters continued their excel-
lent form and made it impossible
for the Bangladeshi bowlers to
break their defence.

Both Shakeel and Rizwan hit their
third century in Test cricket and
formed a partnership of 240 for
the five wicket. Shakeel made 141
(261) which included nine fours.
He was dismissed by Mehidy
Hasan Miraz. Rizwan continued
his dominance with the bat and
score his 1st score of 150+ in in-
ternational cricket. He remained
unbeaten on 171 off 239 balls
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which included 11 fours and 3
sixes. Meanwhile, Shaheen Afridi
chipped in with 29 off 24 balls.

Earlier on day one, after being
asked to bat first, the home side
struggled greatly against Bang-

ladesh’s pace attack as Abdullah
Shafique (2), along with skipper
Shan Masood (6) and Babar Azam
(0) were dismissed inside the first
10 overs. After losing three wick-
ets, the hosts managed to come

back in the game and Saim Ayub
and Saud formed a crucial 98-run
partnership that took Pakistan
out of trouble. Saim reached his
first Test fifty in his third innings.
He made 56 off 98 balls which in-

cluded four fours and a six. Saud
carried on with Rizwan and took
Pakistan to a respectable position
at the end of the day. For Bang-
ladesh, Shoriful Islam and Hasan
Mahmud picked two wickets each.
The Test matches between Paki-
stan and Bangladesh are being
played as part of the World Test
Championship (WTC) 2023-25 as
both teams are eager to perform
and strengthen their position on
the WTC points table. Both teams
have so far locked horns in 13
matches in six Test series with the
Green Shirts emerging winners in
12 of them as one ended in a draw.
Playing XIs: Pakistan: Abdul-
lah Shafique, Saim Ayub, Shan
Masood (c), Babar Azam, Saud
Shakeel, Mohammad Rizwan
(wk), Salman Ali Agha, Shaheen
Afridi, Naseem Shah, Mohammad
Ali, Khurram Shahzad

Bangladesh: Najmul Hossain
Shanto (c), Shadman Islam, Zakir
Hasan, Mominul Haque, Mush-
fiqur Rahim, Shakib Al Hasan,
Litton Kumer Das, Mehidy Has-
san Miraz, Shoriful Islam, Hasan
Mahmud, Nahid Rana.

Rohit reveals reason for
victory in T20 WC 2024

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) secretary
Jay Shah, chief selector Ajit Agarkar, and former head

coach Rahul Dravid as three pillars for India’s victory
in the ICC T20 World Cup 2024.

Speaking about their victory in the tournament, the
right-handed batter expressed gratitude towards the
three pillars. He further added that the team had fo-
cused on creating a positive environment in the dress-
ing room rather than emphasising stats or results. “It
was my dream to transform this team and not worry too
much about the stats, the results, to make sure that we
create that environment where people can go out there
and play freely without thinking too much,” Rohit said.
India was able to get its hands on the T20 World Cup
trophy under the leadership of Rohit Sharma in 2024
for the second time. Rohit heaped praise for the sup-
port he received from Shah, Dravid, and Agarkar,
which allowed him to lead the team effectively.
Alongside, the 37-year-old appreciated the players who
played their roles for the team’s success. “That is what was
required. I got a lot of help from my three pillars, who are
actually Mr Jay Shah, Mr Rahul Dravid (and the) chairman
of selectors Ajit Agarkar. That was very critical for me to
do what I did and not to forget the players, who came in
at different points in time and helped the team to achieve
what we achieved,” he further added. Rohit, 37, now aims
to overcome the upcoming challenges and secure a spot in
the World Test Championship finals. “We’ve got a couple
of solid tours coming up, very challenging ones as well.
For us, it never stops. Once you achieve something you
always look forward to achieving more. That is what I will
be doing. I'm pretty sure my teammates will be thinking on
the same line. What I've seen in the last two years in Indi-
an cricket, there’s some real excitement, some real good
cricket is being played,” he concluded. India will be playing
two Test matches against Bangladesh, three with New Zea-
land, and five against Australia. - Agencies

Adelaide Strikers sign
Pope for BBL 2024-25

LONDON: England’s current stand-in Test captain Ollie
Pope has been signed by Adelaide Strikers for the upcom-
ing season of the Big Bash League, set to begin in De-
cember this year. Pope, 26, is currently leading England
in their three-Test home series against Sri Lanka as he
replaced Ben Stokes as captain following the all-rounder’s
injury during The Hundred league. Pope, who will miss
the Strikers’ first game due to England’s final Test of the
New Zealand tour, will combine with the likes of Alex Car-
ey, Chris Lynn, Matthew Short and D’Arcy Short at the
Strikers and fight for the title. The 26-year-old has a great
T20 record for Surrey as he has an average of 33.25 in
50 matches. However, his The Hundred campaign did not
go as expected as he only managed to amass 35 runs in
five innings with the London Spirit. “Signing with the Ad-
elaide Strikers is an incredible opportunity for me. Ade-
laide is such a fantastic city with a vibrant cricket culture,
and the Adelaide Oval is one of the most iconic grounds in
the world,” said Pope. “I'm really looking forward to play-
ing in front of the passionate Strikers fans and being part
of a team with such a strong reputation,” he continued.
Former Australia cricketer Tim Paine is the Strikers’ new
head coach and the 39-year-old welcomed the signing of
the Englishman saying that he has an exceptional talent
and the team is thrilled to have him. — “Ollie Pope is an
exceptional talent with a proven track record at the high-
est level. His dynamic batting style and wicket-keeping
abilities are a fantastic addition to our squad. — Agencies

Saud Shakeel slams
new Asian record

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan’s Saud Shakeel registered a new
Asian record during his century against Bangladesh in the
first Test at Rawalpindi, becoming the highest run-scorer
in the continent’s history across their first 20 Test innings.
Recently appointed as Pakistan’s vice-captain in Test crick-
et, Shakeel arrived at the crease with his team in dire
straits on the opening day. Pakistan had already lost Abdul-
lah Shafique, Shan Masood, and Babar Azam, finding them-
selves in a precarious position at 16-3. Shakeel managed to
steady the innings, forging a partnership of 98 runs for the
fourth wicket with Saim Ayub. Following that, he formed
a formidable 240-run stand with Mohammad Rizwan, with
both batters reaching their centuries. Yesterday, Shakeel
became the joint-quickest Pakistani batter to reach 1,000
runs in Test cricket, doing so in just 20 innings. By the
time he was stumped by Litton Das, he had scored 141, and
broken another record. Before this innings, Shakeel had
amassed 967 runs in 19 Test innings. His total now stands
at 1,108 runs in 20 innings - the highest number of runs by
any Asian batter in the first 20 innings of their Test career.
The other Asian players who have achieved 1,000 runs or
more within 20 innings include Mayank Agarwal (India),
Saeed Ahmed (Pakistan), Cheteshwar Pujara (India), and
Vinod Kambli (India). Among these players, Kambli held
the record for the most runs after 20 innings, with 1,056.
Shakeel surpassed this milestone when he reached 90 runs
in the 74th over of the innings. He now stands 17th on the
all-time list, surpassing the West Indies’ George Headley,
who amassed 1,102 runs in his first 20 innings. Unsurpris-
ingly, the leader of this chart is Don Bradman, who scored
1,889 runs. Everton Weekes follows in second place with
1,445, and Herbert Sutcliffe is third with 1,348. Among cur-
rent players, England’s Harry Brook leads the chart with
1,181 runs in his first 20 Test innings, while Marnus La-
buschagne has scored 1,166. It must be noted that among
the Asian players Shakeel has outpaced, India’s Yashasvi
Jaiswal has scored 1,028 runs in 16 innings, giving him an-
other four innings to add to his tally. - DNA

Djokovic targets Slam record
at US Open, Sinner under cloud

NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic, fired up by his emotional Olympic Games triumph, targets new Grand Slam records at the
US Open from Monday as title rival Jannik Sinner arrives in New York dogged by questions over two positive drugs tests.
Defending champion Djokovic can become the oldest Open era champion at the tournament if he secures a fifth title,
a record he would share with Jimmy Connors, Pete Sampras and Roger Federer. The 37-year-old would also move to
25 Grand Slam triumphs, taking him clear of the 24 he currently shares with Margaret Court. The final major of the
year comes at a critical time for Djokovic. This year he was succeeded as Australian Open champion by Sinner who also
relieved him of his world number one ranking. Carlos Alcaraz took his French Open title with the Spanish crowd-pleaser
then sweeping Djokovic off court in a one-sided Wimbledon final. However, Djokovic, returned to the clay courts of Ro-
land Garros to stun Alcaraz in the Olympic final. His tearful victory in Paris allowed him to become only the fifth player
to complete a career Golden Slam of all four majors and Olympic gold. The victory also silenced the increasing number
of doubters who had written off the Serb as a spent force in a new era where Sinner, 23, and 21-year-old Alcaraz are
steadily moving center stage. Djokovic, who underwent surgery on his right knee in June, described his Olympic victory
as his “biggest sporting success.” It was also the 99th title of his professional career. “At the age of 37 and facing a
21-year-old who is probably the best player in the world right now, winning Roland Garros and Wimbledon back-to-back,
I can say that this is probably the biggest sporting success I have ever had,” insisted Djokovic. Sinner arrives at the final
Slam of the season having captured the Cincinnati Masters title. However, that triumph was quickly overshadowed when
it emerged he had been cleared of any wrongdoing after twice testing positive for a banned substance earlier in the
season. Sinner tested positive for clostebol, an anabolic agent prohibited at all times by the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA). But he escaped a lengthy ban after officials accepted his explanation that the substance had entered his system
as a result of contamination from a support team member. “I will now put this challenging and deeply unfortunate period
behind me,” said Sinner. The green light for him to continue playing was blasted as “ridiculous” by Australian player
Nick Kyrgios. Alcaraz, who won his first major at the US Open in 2022, was badly bruised by his defeat to Djokovic in the
Olympic final. He broke down in tears on court before admitting he felt he had “let Spain down.” His buildup to New York
wasn’t helped by a second round exit in Cincinnati to Gael Monfils in a match which saw the usually composed Alcaraz
smash his racquet on court. He described the defeat as the “worst match” of his career. - Agencies

The three-11est series will begin on October 7 in Multan

DNA

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is hopeful to find
broadcasters to telecast the three-
Test series against England on UK
television, sources told Geo News
on Thursday. It was reported that
no broadcasters have shown inter-
est in telecasting the Test series
between Pakistan and England
in the UK which raised concerns
about a possible TV blackout.

Sky Sports, who has been tele-
casting England’s overseas Test
series for almost three decades
and only broadcasted Pakistan vs
England 2022 series, reportedly
told the PCB that they will not
make a bid for this year’s series.
However, sources close to the
PCB have confirmed that the
board is actively finding new
broadcasters for the series and
is hopeful to find out as there
are still over seven to eight
weeks left in the series to start.

“Broadcasters not coming for-
ward does not mean that discus-
sions with broadcasters are not
ongoing,” PCB sources told Geo

News. “Discussions are underway
to telecast the series in England.

“There are still seven weeks left
before the first Test against Eng-

-

land starts, we are hopeful that
people in England will get to watch
the series.” Pakistan’s jam-packed
schedule has already begun with a

two-Test series against Bangladesh
at home. Their next task would
be against England at home in
October. However, November and
December would be the most chal-
lenging months for Pakistan as the
Green Shirts will tour Australia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa.
Pakistan will only play white-ball
cricket against the Aussies and Zim-
babwe while they will lock horns in
all three formats against South Afri-
ca. Pakistan’s schedule for remain-
der of 2024 August: Two-match
Test series against Bangladesh at
home as part of World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) 202325 October:
Three-match Test series against
England at home as part of World
Test Championship (WTC) 2023-25
November 4-18: Travel to Australia
to play three ODIs and three T20s
November 20 - December 5:
Travel to Zimbabwe to play three
ODIs and three T20s December
10 - January 03, 2025: Travel to
South Africa to play Three T20Is,
three ODIs and two Tests.

From Pace 01
During the hearing, CJPI-
sa said that if there were
flaws in the Supreme
Court’s (SC) verdict in
the case of Mubarak Sani,
a member of the Ahmadi-
ya community, the court
would definitely make
corrections. During the
hearing of review petitions
filed by the federal and
Punjab governments in the
case, the CJP said that pre-
viously too the court had
sought religious scholars’
opinions on the subject
and would do this again.
Speaking on the occasion,
the advocate general said
that the prime minister,
National Assembly speak-
er and members of the
parliament had advised
that the apex court should
be approached in the case.
The chief justice said,
“Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fa-
zl (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman is also
here. Let’s see what he
has to say on the matter.”
“In fact, we will listen to
the viewpoints of all reli-
gious scholars,” he added.
A three-member bench of
the Supreme Court (SC),
headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Justice
Qazi Faez Isa heard the
case. Other members on
the bench were Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan and
Justice Ameenuddin Khan.

PBC
members
move SC...

From Pace 01

of Pakistan, the Minis-
try of Law, and the Fed-
eration, among others,
were made parties. The
petition prayed that the
recent amendment to the
Election Act should be
annulled and the court
should order the federal
government and the Elec-
tion Commission to stop
the implementation of
the recent amendment.
Moreover, it was said that
the recent amendment to
the Election Act conflicts
with various clauses of the
Constitution of Pakistan.
The recent amendment
attempts to nullify the Su-
preme Court’s decisions.
Moreover, it is said in the
petition that the amend-
ment is a threat to the
rule of law, the independ-
ence of the judiciary, and
the separation of powers
among different organs
of the state. Moreover,
application said that the
amendment is a violation
of several decisions of the
Supreme Court. One pur-
pose of the amendment is
to target a particular polit-
ical party, it held.

Pakistan
new envoy to
US takes...

From Pace 01
comes at a critical junc-
ture when the US is set to
elect a new president later
this year. Like rest of the
world, the outcome of the
November elections holds
significance for Pakistan.
A statement issued by the
Pakistani in Washington
said on Thursday that the
ambassador had a busy
day at the embassy. He
held detailed meetings
with the heads and of-
ficers of all the embassy’s
departments. Later, the
heads of various depart-
ments provided the am-
bassador with comprehen-
sive briefings within their
respective domains. Addi-
tionally, the ambassador
also met with the heads
of Pakistan’s four consu-
lates in the US via Zoom
and received briefings on
various matters.

ECC
approves

Rs 20
billion for...

From Pace 01
Credit (LC) period for
sugar export has been
extended to 60 days. The
ECC abolished the retail
price benchmark in the
local market for sugar ex-
ports and outlined terms
for action against mills
that fail to disburse pay-
ments to sugarcane farm-
ers. The Sugar Advisory
Board has been instruct-
ed to monitor sugar pric-
es closely. Various supple-
mentary grants were also
sanctioned during the
meeting, according to the
Ministry of Finance.
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Belgium
bhans
smartphone
usein
secondary
schools

BRUSSELS : The use of
smartphones by students
in primary and second-
ary schools in Belgium’s
French-speaking  regions
and the capital Brussels has
been banned, local media
said on Thursday. Accord-
ing to a decision taken by
the Wallonia-Brussels Edu-
cation Network (WBE), pri-
mary and secondary school
students will be banned
from bringing smartphones
with them as of the 2024-
2025 academic year, which
is due to start next Monday
in 373 French-language
schools. The ban will cov-
er 132,600 students. In
the Flemish-speaking part
of the country, the gov-
ernment is also expected
to agree to such a ban. All
schools in Belgium have
their own rules, with some
banning all electronic de-
vices from school premis-
es, while others have been
flexible. The WBE reported
that the decision was taken
because students were tak-
ing images of each other
with smartphones and shar-
ing them on social media
platforms, leading to a ris-
ing number of harassment
offenses.—APP

Tirkiye
‘neutralizes’

38 PKK/YPG

terrorists

ANKARA: Turkish secu-
rity forces “neutralized”
38 PKK/YPG terrorists
in northern Iraq and
northern Syria over the
past week, the country’s
National Defense Min-
istry said on Thursday.
“Thirty-eight terrorists
were neutralized in the
past week. Thus, the total
number of terrorists neu-
tralized in northern Iraq
and Syria since Jan. 1 has
reached 1,763, with 868 in
Iraq and 895 in northern
Syria,” Rear Admiral Zeki
Akturk, the ministry’s
spokesman, said at a week-
ly news conference in the
capital Ankara. Turkish
authorities use the term
“neutralize” to imply that
the terrorists in ques-
tion surrendered or were
killed or captured. In its
nearly 40-year terror cam-
paign against Tiirkiye, the
PKK-listed as a terrorist
organization by Tiirkiye,
the US, and the EU-has
been responsible for the
deaths of more than 40,000
people, including women,
children, and infants. The
YPG is the PKK’s Syrian
offshoot. Akturk also said
that 337 people, including
eight members of terrorist
groups, were nabbed while
attempting to cross the bor-
der illegally over the past
week, while 1,381 others
were prevented from cross-
ing.—APP

India factory
blast kills 17

NEW DELHI : A blast in
an Indian pharmaceutical
factory has killed at least
17 people with chemicals
burning the skin off sever-
al of the 34 injured, police
said Thursday. The Hindu
newspaper reported that
the force of the blast had
been so strong, it left sev-
ered body parts scattered
around the site. The fire
broke out on Wednesday
afternoon at a pharma-
ceutical unit in Andhra
Pradesh’s Anakapalli dis-
trict. District police su-
perintendent M. Deepika
said “rescue operations
are over” and all were ac-
counted for, with a final
toll of “17 dead and 34
injured”. She added that
investigators believe the
blast was caused by a “gas
leak... which eventually hit
an electrical panel”. Local
police official M. Buchaiah
told the Indian Express
daily that those caught
in the blast suffered hor-
rific chemical burns. “It
was horrible, heartbreak-
ing,” he told the paper,
describing the pain peo-
ple suffered as those who
survived were carried to
ambulances. “They were
screaming before they lost
consciousness”. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said he was
“pained by the loss of
lives”, in a post on so-
cial media, announcing
compensation of $2,380
to the families of those
killed.—Agencies

Heydar Aliyev foundation
enhances welfare in Pakistan

One of the notable initiatives by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation in Pakistan was the vaccination
campaign against the hepatitis

DNA

ISLAMABAD : The Heydar Aliyev
Foundation, under the leadership
of Azerbajjan’s First Lady Her
Excellency Mrs. Mehriban Aliye-
va, has made significant contri-
butions to the welfare and devel-
opment of communities in need,
not only in Azerbaijan but also in
various friendly countries, includ-
ing brotherly Pakistan. Through a
wide range of projects and chari-
ty programs, the Foundation has
played a crucial role in enhancing
healthcare, education, and social
services in Pakistan, thereby
strengthening the bond between
the two brotherly nations. One of
the notable initiatives by the Hey-
dar Aliyev Foundation in Pakistan
was the vaccination campaign
against the hepatitis B virus in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
provinces, which aimed to im-
prove public health and prevent
the spread of infectious diseas-
es. Additionally, the Foundation
organized a free examination at
the “Akbar Care” Cerebral Palsy
Institute in Peshawar, demon-
strating its commitment to sup-
porting individuals with special
needs and disabilities. Further-
more, the Foundation’s support
for medical facilities in Pakistan,
such as the Kulsum Hospital in
Islamabad, where open-heart sur-

geries were performed, has un-
doubtedly saved numerous lives
and improved access to quality

healthcare services. The dona-
tion of an ambulance equipped
with modern blood transfu-
sion equipment to the Hamza
Charitable Fund highlights the
Foundation’s efforts to enhance
emergency medical services and
blood transfusion capabilities in
the region. Education has also
been a key focus of the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation’s initiatives
in Pakistan. Projects like the
construction of the Rara High
School for Girls in Muzaffarabad
in 2007 after the earthquake
in Pakistan, have provided

children with better learning
environments and educational
opportunities. Moreover, the
Foundation’s support for the
Thalassemia Center in Islam-
abad and the Al-Farabi Special
Education Centre for Physically
Handicapped Children Home in
Islamabad has had a positive im-
pact on the lives of individuals
with special needs. In addition
to healthcare and education, the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation has
made significant contributions
to infrastructure development
in Pakistan. The construction of
the Heydar Aliyev Water Supply
System in the Dera Ismail Khan
region, along with the provision

of electricity infrastructure, has
improved access to clean water
and reliable electricity for local
communities, thereby enhancing
their quality of life. The Foun-
dation’s humanitarian efforts
have extended to various social
welfare institutions in Pakistan,
including orphanages and centers
for individuals with disabilities.
By providing financial assistance
for the repair and equipment of
the Anemia Center of Pakistan
Bait-ul-Maal, as well as organiz-
ing events at the “Edhi Homes”
orphanage in Lahore, the Foun-
dation has demonstrated its com-
mitment to supporting vulnerable
populations and promoting social

B virus in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab provinces

inclusion. Overall, The Heydar
Aliyev  Foundation’s extensive
humanitarian work in Pakistan,
spanning healthcare, education,
infrastructure development, and
social welfare, has had a profound
impact on the lives of countless
individuals and communities.
Through its unwavering dedica-
tion to serving those in need, the
Foundation has strengthened the
ties between brotherly Azerbaijan
and Pakistan. It should be noted
that the exemplaryabove-men-
tioned worksof the Heydar Aliyev
Foundation in Pakistan have not
gone unnoticed, earning acco-
lades and recognition for its out-
standing contributions to society.
In 2013, H.E. Mrs. Mehriban Ali-
yeva was honored with the “Mar-
tyr Benazir Bhutto Woman Per-
fection Prize - 2013,” a testament
to her unwavering commitment
to humanitarian causes. Subse-
quently, in 2015, she was awarded
the prestigious “Hilal-e-Pakistan”
order, the state award of Pakistan,
in recognition of her exceptional
efforts to strengthen the bonds
between Azerbaijan and Pakistan.
This distinguished honor marked
a significant milestone, as Her Ex-
cellency Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva-
became the first-ever “First Lady”
to receive this esteemed award,
underscoring her remarkable ded-
ication to fostering international
cooperation and goodwill.

China asserts seeks no
nuclear arms race with US

Saudi FM arrives
in Iraq to boost

WEeB DESK

BEIJING : China says it has
no intention of engaging in
a nuclear arms race with the
United States, firmly reject-
ing Washington’s fears of a
growing Chinese threat as
baseless. At a regular press
conference on Wednesday,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning said
Washington’s fear-mongering
over China’s nuclear arse-
nal is completely unfound-
ed. Her remarks followed
a New York Times report
from Tuesday revealing that
US President Joe Biden had
quietly revised the Nuclear
Employment Guidance, re-
focusing it on China. Mao
stressed that Beijing was
“gravely concerned” with
the report. “As we have
seen over the past few
years, the US has called

China a ‘nuclear threat’ and
used it as a convenient pre-
text for the US to shirk its
obligation of nuclear disar-
mament,” she added. The
Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman further said
that China’s nuclear arsenal
is by no means comparable
in size to that of the US. She
further said that China ad-
heres to a ‘no first use’ policy
regarding nuclear weapons,
maintains a nuclear strategy
centered on self-defense, and
keeps its capabilities at the
minimum level necessary for
national security. “We have
no intention to engage in any
form of arms race with oth-
er countries,” Mao stressed.
“In contrast, the US sits on
the largest and most ad-
vanced nuclear arsenal in the
world. Even so, it clings to a
first-use nuclear deterrence
policy, and has invested heav-
ily to upgrade its nuclear tri-
ad and blatantly devised nu-

clear deterrence strategies
against others. It is the US
who is the primary source
of nuclear threats and stra-
tegic risks in the world,” she
emphasized. Citing a classi-
fied document approved in
March, the Times reported
that Biden had directed US
forces to be ready for poten-
tial coordinated nuclear con-
flicts with Russia, China, and
North Korea. The American
president approved a top-se-
cret nuclear strategic plan
for the US that, for the first
time, shifts America’s deter-
rent strategy to address Chi-
na’s purported swift growth
in its nuclear arsenal, the
report further said. Beijing
says US arms sales to Taiwan
were “seriously undermining
the political atmosphere for
continued arms control con-
sultations.” In 2023, the Pen-
tagon projected that China
would increase its operation-
al nuclear warheads to over

1,000 by 2030. Currently,
the US has 5,550 warheads,
while Russia’s arsenal is esti-
mated at 6,255, according to
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute.
China urges the US to ful-
fill its special and primary
obligation of nuclear disar-
mament by further making
drastic and substantive cuts
to its nuclear arsenal, and
stopping nuclear sharing,
extended deterrence, ex-
panding nuclear alliance, and
other negative moves that
undermine global and re-
gional peace and stability,”
Mao concluded. Chinese
officials have criticized US
concerns as an irrational
and unfounded paranoia,
asserting that such Sin-
ophobic sentiments only
serve to escalate tensions.
Beijing has time and again
emphasized that its nucle-
ar strategy is defensive in
nature.

relations

RIYADH : Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Far-
han arrived in Baghdad on Thursday for talks with Iraqi
officials on ways of cementing bilateral relations. Bin Far-
han was welcomed upon arrival by Iraqi Prime Minister
Muhammed Shia al-Sudani. They discussed Iraqi-Saudi
relations and “explored prospects for further develop-
ment in various fields,” the Iraqi premier’s office said
in a statement. The two sides also reviewed “key devel-
opments in the region, including the ongoing (Israeli)
aggression on Gaza,” the statement said, stressing the
importance of joint Arab efforts and coordination of Arab
and international action to halt the onslaught. A Saudi
Foreign Ministry statement earlier said that bin Farhan
will explore during his visit ways to strengthen relations
between Saudi Arabia and Iraq in various areas. Israel has
continued its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip following
an attack by the Palestinian resistance group Hamas last
Oct. 7, despite a UN Security Council resolution calling
for an immediate cease-fire. The onslaught has resulted
in nearly 40,300 Palestinian deaths, mostly women and
children, and over 93,000 injuries, according to local
health authorities. In 2015, Saudi Arabia reopened its
embassy in Baghdad after a 25-year rupture following the
1990 invasion of Kuwait by the Saddam Hussein regime.
Since then, the countries have signed several pacts and
exchanged diplomatic visits.—DNA

Antonio

‘Pacific
territories face
climate ‘annihilation’

APIA : UN chief Antonio Guterres warned Thursday that
some Pacific territories face “annihilation” from climate-in-
duced cyclones, ocean heatwaves and rising sea levels.

On a visit to Samoa, he said the fate of Pacific islands de-
pended on limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels. Nearly 200 nations agreed to
strive for that target in the 2015 Paris climate agreement,
but UN estimates indicate that the world is not on track to
achieve it. “High and rising sea levels pose an enormous
threat to Samoa, to the Pacific and to other small island
developing states, and these challenges demand resolute
international action,” Guterres said. The Pacific region
contributes just 0.02 percent of global carbon emissions,
he noted. “Yet you are on the front lines of the climate
crisis, dealing with extreme weather events from raging
tropical cyclones to record ocean heatwaves,” the UN sec-
retary-general continued. “Sea levels are rising even faster
than the global average, posing an existential threat to mil-
lions of Pacific Islanders,” he added. “People are suffering.
Economies are being shattered. And entire territories face
annihilation.” Guterres urged richer nations to live up to
their commitments to help pay for the consequences of
climate change in developing countries. He also called
for international action to tackle the impact of climate
change, overfishing and plastic pollution on the Pacific
Ocean. Guterres said major powers’ interest in the re-
gion was rising, an allusion to the jostling for power and
influence in the Pacific between China and the United
States and its allies. “The Pacific is best managed by Pa-
cific islanders,” the UN chief said. “It must never become
a forum for geostrategic competition.”—APP

Project Implementation Phase.—DNA

ISLAMABAD : Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif presenting a memento to Chairperson
Arab Monteray Fund Dr. Fahad M Alturki at the inaugural ceremony of Buna-Raast Connectivity

He stressed that “Gaza is no place for children anymore. They are the first casualty of this

ForeiGoN DEsk

GENEVA : The head of the UN
agency for Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA) said Wednesday that
the Gaza Strip is no longer a place
for children following an Israe-
li attack on a UN-run school in
Gaza City. “Reports of another
horrific attack today on one of our
UNRWA schools in Gaza City,”
UNRWA Commissioner-General
Philippe Lazzarini said following
the Israeli military’s targeting of
Salah al-Din School, which killed
two Palestinians and injured 15
others, including children. “Chil-
dren reported killed and injured.
Some were burnt to death,” he
added. “Is there any humanity
left?” He stressed that “Gaza is
no place for children anymore.

They are the first casualty of
this merciless war. We cannot
let the unbearable become a
new norm. Enough.”

“A ceasefire is beyond overdue,”
he said. Earlier Wednesday, the
UN warned that ongoing Israeli
military evacuation orders threat-
en the people of the Gaza Strip
with further forced displacement,
raising concerns that essential
services may soon be cut off.
Eyewitnesses also confirmed to
Anadolu that Israeli warplanes
bombed Salah al-Din School, the
ninth school to shelter displaced
persons targeted by the Israeli
military since early August. Israel
has continued its brutal offensive
on the Gaza Strip following an at-
tack by the Palestinian resistance
group Hamas last Oct. 7, despite

a UN Security Council resolution
calling for an immediate cease-
fire. The conflict has resulted in
over 40,170 Palestinian deaths,
mostly women and children, and
more than 92,740 injuries, accord-
ing to local health authorities.

An ongoing blockade of Gaza has

led to severe shortages of food,
clean water and medicine, leaving
much of the region in ruins. Isra-
el faces accusations of genocide
at the International Court of Jus-
tice, which has ordered a halt to
military operations in the south-
ern city of Rafah, where over one
million Palestinians had sought
refuge before the area was invad-
ed on May 6. Meanwhile, Gaza’s
health authorities reported at
least 42 more deaths from Israe-
li attacks on Thursday, bringing
the overall death toll since last
Oct. 7 to 40,265. A Health Min-
istry statement said that some
93,144 others have been injured
in the ongoing assault.

“Israeli forces killed 42 people
and injured 163 others in four
‘massacres’ of families in the

merciless war. We cannot let the unbearable become a new norm. Enough

last 24 hours,” the ministry said.
“Many people are still trapped un-
der the rubble and on the roads
as rescuers are unable to reach
them,” it added. Israel has con-
tinued a brutal offensive on the
Gaza Strip since Oct. 7, 2023,
following a Hamas attack despite
a UN Security Council resolution
demanding an immediate cease-
fire. Over 10 months into the Is-
raeli war, vast tracts of Gaza lie in
ruins amid a crippling blockade of
food, clean water, and medicine.
Israel faces accusations of geno-
cide at the International Court
of Justice, which has ordered a
halt to military operations in the
southern city of Rafah, where
over one million Palestinians
had sought refuge before the
area was invaded on May 6.

LONDON : A new study
has warned that deaths
from extreme heat in Eu-
rope are projected to rise
sharply in the coming dec-
ades, potentially adding
55,000 deaths annually by
the year 2100 if significant
action to combat climate
change is not taken. This in-
crease would mark a 13.5%
rise in temperature-related
fatalities, a stark contrast
to a predicted slowdown in
cold-related deaths, showed
the study published in The
Lancet Public Health jour-
nal on Thursday. Currently,
temperature extremes in
Europe cause approximate-
ly 407,500 deaths annually,
with cold weather being the
primary culprit. Between
1991 and 2020, an average
of 364,000 deaths per year
were attributed to cold,
while heat accounted for
44,000 deaths. Cold-related
fatalities have historical-
ly been higher in eastern
Europe, while southern
Europe experiences more
deaths from extreme heat.
However, this trend is ex-
pected to reverse as the
planet continues to warm.
The study highlighted that
southern Europe and re-
gions with aging popula-
tions will be the most vul-
nerable to the increasing
frequency of deadly heat
waves.—DNA

Oil prices
decline with
demand
concerns

ANKARA : Oil prices edged
lower on Thursday as on-
going demand concerns
in the US and China, the
world’s largest oil consum-
ers, weighed on market
sentiment.  International
benchmark Brent crude fell
0.13% to $75.95 per barrel
at 10.40 a.m. local time
(0740 GMT), down from
the previous session’s close
of $76.05. US benchmark
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) decreased by 0.29%
to $71.72 per barrel, after
closing at $71.93 in the pri-
or session. Global markets
remained mixed ahead of
the Jackson Hole Econom-
ic Policy Symposium in the
US, with uncertainty sur
rounding the Federal Re-
serve’s next steps fueling
caution. Investors are close-
ly monitoring Fed Chair
Jerome Powell’s remarks on
Friday for potential signals
on the central bank’s policy
trajectory, which could drive
volatility across asset class-
es. Minutes from the Fed’s
latest meeting, released
Wednesday, revealed that
most officials favored easing
monetary policy in Septem-
ber, contingent on forth-
coming data aligning with
expectations. While, the US
Department of Labor revised
non-agricultural employment
data for the 12-month period
until March 2024. Accord-
ing to the revision, employ-
ment in the US increased by
818,000 less than previously
announced in the said peri-
od—APP

Swift says
she felt ‘fear’
over Vienna
attack threat

LONDON Taylor Swift
says the cancellation of her
Vienna tour dates over an
attack threat filled her with
“a new sense of fear”.

In a post on Instagram, she
said she felt “a tremendous
amount of guilt” because so
many people had planned
on travelling to the shows.
Three concerts were can-
celled in the Austrian cap-
ital earlier in August as
three people were arrested
in connection with allegedly
planning attacks inspired by
the Islamic State group.
The 34-year-old singer-song-
writer finished the Europe-
an leg of her Eras Tour on
Tuesday at Wembley Stadi-
um in London.

This article contains con-
tent provided by Instagram.
We ask for your permission
before anything is loaded,
as they may be using cook-
ies and other technologies.
You may want to read Me-
ta’s cookie policy and priva-
cy policy before accepting.
To view this content choose
‘accept and continue’. In
a post on Instagram on
Wednesday, the US singer
wrote: “Having our Vienna
shows cancelled was dev-
astating. “But I was also so
grateful to the authorities
because thanks to them, we
were grieving concerts and
not lives. “I was heartened
by the love and unity I saw
in the fans who banded to-
gether.”—APP
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LAHORE: A court on Thurs-
day handed over senior col-
umnist Orya Magbool Jan
to the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) on a four-day
physical remand in a case re-
lated to remarks against in-
stitutions. The senior jour-
nalist was produced in the
court after he was arrested
by the FIA Cybercrime Wing
in an area of Lahore.

He has been booked under
the Cyber Terrorism Act for
allegedly spreading hatred
and giving remarks against
institutions on social media.
During the hearing, Orya
Magbool Jan’s lawyer ar-
gued that the FIA had no
evidence of accusations
levelled against his client.
He also called the allega-
tions unfounded. An in-
vestigation officer of the
FIA replied that there was
strong evidence against
the suspect for inciting ha-
tred among people. After
hearing the arguments, the
court approved the four-day
physical remand of the sen-
ior columnist in the case.

Court acquits

LuCCl Asim Munir cautions against

perils of misinformation

Urges students from Harvard Business School to
navigate such landscape with discernment

Aliya Hamza
in May 9 case

DNA

GUJRANWALA: The An-
ti-Terrorism Court (ATC)
in Gujranwala has acquitted
former MNA Aliya Hamza
in the case related to the
May 9 incidents. During the
court proceedings, neither
Aliya Hamza nor her law-
yers appeared in court.
Subsequently, the court
ruled in favour of Aliya
Hamza, clearing her of
charges in the May 9 case.
It is noted that Aliya Hamza
was arrested by Gujranwa-
la police upon her release
from Sargodha jail and was
named an accused in a case
registered at the Canton-
ment police station. She
faced allegations of conspir-
ing in the May 9 attacks.

Court orders
blockage
of assets,

passport of
Moonis

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
has achieved a significant
development in its mon-
ey-laundering case.

The Special Central Court
in Lahore has ordered the
blocking of identification
cards and passports of
six proclaimed offenders,
including Moonis Ela-
hi, son of former Punjab
chief minister Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi. Judge Tan-
veer Ahmed Sheikh pre-
sided over the hearing of
the FIA’s challan.

The fugitives named in the
case included Farasat Ali
Chatha, Imtiaz Ali Shah,
Moonis Elahi, Aamir So-
hail, and Aamir Fayyaz.

Two children killed, 5 injured
after gunmen attack school van

Ages of children injured in gun attack range between
five and 12 years old, as per rescue officials

StAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir has cautioned
against the perils of misinformation and
fake news in the digital age, according to
the military’s media wing. He said this
during a meeting with a delegation of 44
students from Harvard Business School
(HBS) Trek-2024, representing nine dif-

quarters on Thursday In a statement, the
Inter-Services Public Relations said that
the session provided a platform to share
perspectives on Pakistan’s role in promot-
ing regional peace and stability, its “un-
wavering efforts against terrorism, and
its commitment to upholding democratic
values.” The army chief emphasised the
significance of education, critical think-
ing, and innovation in addressing con-
temporary security challenges. He high-

encouraged the attendants to form their
opinions based on personal experiences.
COAS Munir urged the students to nav-
igate this landscape with discernment.
The Harvard students expressed their
gratitude to the army chief for facilitating
a “constructive and enlightening” inter-
action. The engagement follows COAS
Munir’s earlier interaction with students
from various universities at the GHQ on
August 20, underscoring his commitment

youth.” On Wednesday, COAS Munir said
that the state has a responsibility to pro-
tect its citizens from the harmful effects
of social media. While addressing the
youth convention, he urged the youth to
learn from the struggles of people in Lib-
ya, Syria, Kashmir, and Gaza. The army
chief went on to add that those who had
predicted Pakistan’s default were “si-
lent.” He urged the youth to remain opti-
mistic, reminding them that as Muslims,

ferent countries, at the General Head- lighted Pakistan’s “vast” potential and

to “nurturing and inspiring the nation’s they are forbidden from despair.

Taliban appoini
ambassadorto UAE Iirst
fime since takeover

Official says newly appointed ambassador
Badreddin Haggani will soon present
his credentials to Emir of UAE

ForeigN DESk

DYBALI: : Afghanistan’s Taliban-led foreign ministry said it has appointed its
first accredited ambassador to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the second
country to accept an envoy at that level after China. The UAE foreign min-
istry did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The Taliban’s
government has not been officially recognised by any foreign capital and only
Beijing has formally accepted the credentials of an ambassador. The Taliban
have also sent envoys to several countries including neighbouring Pakistan to
head missions as “charge d’affaires”. The Taliban-run foreign ministry said
in a statement late on Wednesday that MawlawiBadreddin Haqqani had been
nominated as its ambassador and presented his credentials to the UAE’s for-
eign ministry’s assistant undersecretary for protocol affairs. “The newly ac-
credited Ambassador of Afghanistan will soon formally present his credentials
to the Emir of the UAE during (an) official ceremony,” the ministry said. The
Taliban share economic ties with the UAE, which won contracts to run opera-
tions at Kabul airport in 2022. Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani met UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi in June. The
Taliban entered the Afghan capital on August 15, 2021, as the Afghan security
forces, set up with years of Western support, disintegrated and US-backed
President Ashraf Ghani fled. Though China and the UAE have not formally
recognised the Taliban administration or confirmed any official change in re-
lations, diplomats and international analysts say formally accepting an ambas-
sador is a grey area of international diplomacy that could constitute upgraded
ties. Many governments, especially western nations including Washington,
have said the path to any formal recognition of the Taliban will be stuck until
they change course on women’s rights and re-open high schools and univer-
sities to girls and women. The Taliban say they respect rights in accordance
with their interpretation of Islamic law and that restrictions on its banking
sector and a lack of recognition are hindering its economy.

Economic indicqtors
showing positive
trends: Fin. Minister

KuAayaMm ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Thursday said that the countries achieved micro-economic stability and all the economic
indicators showing positive trends. He said that currently, the country is going through a
phase of economic stability and the government will be led on the path of sustainable eco-
nomic growth with a good economic foundation. Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb said this while addressing the Inaugural Ceremony of Buna
-Raast Connectivity Project Implementation Phase here. He said that all economic indica-
tors, including foreign reserves, workers remittances, policy rates, exchange rate, revenue
collection and twins deficits including Current Account are going positive, leading towards
growth and adding that foreign investors are showing confidence on the Pakistan economy.
Aurangzeb said that “We have two months import cover and the exchange rate is also sta-
ble.” He said that during the last two months, foreign companies and potential investors are
showing their interest to make investment in the different sectors of the economy. The min-
ister said that the government is working on the digital economy and through the digitization
of the economy, “We prioritize documenting the local economy.” He said that because of pru-
dent economic policies of the government and through reforms and administrative measures
the country received the $3 billion workers’ remittances in the last month of July 2024. He
said the government prioritized the tax and energy reforms and over all structural reforms
also in cards to achieve the sustainable economic growth in the county. The minister said
that “Buna -Raast Connectivity Project” project is an exemplary project between Pakistan
and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), which is also a huge source for legal transaction of
money and an evolved digital economy in the country. He said that Pakistan also endorsed
the KSA’s government vision 2030 and learnt a lesson from this economic vision for sustain-
able economic growth in Pakistan. Buna is the cross-border payment system operated by the
Arab Regional Payments Clearing and Settlement Organization “ARPCSO,” which is owned
by The Arab Monetary Fund “AMF.” Buna aim to enable financial institutions and central
banks in the Arab region and beyond to send and receive payments in local currencies as well
as key international currencies in a safe, cost-effective, risk-controlled, and transparent envi-
ronment. Buna offers participants modern payment solutions that comply with international
standards, principles, and compliance requirements. The Raast SBP ‘Raast’ Instant Pay-
ment System is a transformational initiative that is built on state-of-the art international
standard ISO 20022 and promises to be simple, free, fast, interoperable, and a secure
payment option for customers. The SBP launched the second use case of Raast i.e. Per-
son-to-Person (P2P) payments in February 2022. Till date, around 34 million RAAST IDs
have been created by customers having performed more than 270 million transactions
amounting to around PKR 5.5 trillion (around USD 19 billion).

Cannot

block
VPN usage,
admits PTA

VPNSs needed for some
services in Pakistan,
and blocking them
would harm businesses,
PTA officials say

MEenTtaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA) officials have stated
that the regulatory body
was unable to block Virtual
Private Networks (VPNs).
The disclosure was made
during a meeting of the
Senate Committee on Infor-
mation Technology, chaired
by Senator PalwashaMo-
hammadzai Khan held in
Islamabad on Thursday.
During the briefing, offi-
cials from the Pakistan Soft-
ware Export Board revealed
that Pakistan’s share in the
global IT market is less
than 0.04%. Despite this,
the country experienced a
20% growth in IT last year.
The IT sector’s exports are
primarily directed to the
USA (54%), Europe (21%),
and Gulf countries (10%).
Additionally, the board
announced the launch of
the iRozgarprogramme,
aimed at creating job op-
portunities at a cost of one
billion rupees. The PTA’s
Enforcement Member re-
ported on disruptions to
internet traffic caused by
a cut in the SMW4 optical
fibre cable near Karachi
on June 18, 2024.

The issue has yet to be ful-
ly resolved, with ongoing
work to repair it.

The AA-E1 submarine ca-
ble has also experienced
problems, with repairs
expected to be completed
by August 27. The PTA op-
erates seven cables with
an average capacity of 3.5
terabytes, which can reach
7.5 terabytes at night.

Aleem
support

to Turkish
businesses

in Pakistan

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion comprising Turkish
investors and businessmen,
accompanied by Turkish
Ambassador Dr. Mehmet
PakkaKayi, called on the
various ministers of Paki-
stan including Federal Min-
isters Abdul Aleem Khan,
Musadik Malik, Jam Kamal,
and Rana Tanveer.

The main objective of the
talks was to enhance com-
mercial connections and
back Turkish investments in
Pakistan. The federal minis-
ter for board of investment,
communication, and privati-
sation assured all possible
support to the delegation.
Abdul Aleem Khan under-
lined Pakistan’s dedication
to creating a welcoming
business atmosphere for
foreign investors, especially
those from Turkey.

The Board of Investment
would provide 24-hour ser-
vices to the Turkish busi-
nessmen, and his offices
are always open for them.
“Our relations with Turkey
are based on love and bilat-
eral fraternity and it’s our
top priority to facilitate for-
eign investors,” he said.

injuries. Attock Deputy Commissioner Rao
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ATTOCK: At least two children have been
killed and five were injured after gunmen
opened fire at a school van in DheriKot,
Attock, rescue officials told Geo News on
Thursday. The ages of the children injured
in the gun attack are between five and 12
years old, they added. They have been shift-
ed to the hospital, said the rescue officials.
The children killed in the attack included
a nine-year-old and a 10-year-old, while the
five injured included two eight-year-olds,
one was seven, one one was 12 and one
child is four years old. The two children —
both girls named Arwa Fatima and Rameen
Shafiq — died on the spot.

The rescue officials, who reached the site
after the attack, shifted the injured children
and dead bodies to the Asfandyar Bukhari
District Hospital Attock. In the wake of
the attack, Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz has sought a report from Rawalpindi
Commissioner Abdul AamerKhattak.

The chief minister has also expressed deep
sorrow over the death of the two children in
the attack. CM Maryam also directed rele-
vant authorities to provide the best treatment
facilities to the children who have sustained

Atif Raza, in conversation with Geo News,
said that the gun attack on the school van was
a result of the driver’s personal enmity. He
added that a forest official and his friend were
killed due to this enmity last month and the
van driver — Afzaal — was attacked to avenge
the murder. The DC explained that the driv-
er was injured in the attack, but the chil-
dren were also attacked. According to the
DC, two girls —seated in the passenger seat
with the driver — were Kkilled in the attack,
while the driver himself is injured.

He added that the police and administra-
tion are busy in search operation for the
gunmen who fled the scene after indiscrim-
inately targeting the van. DC said that the
report of the incident has been sent to the
Rawalpindi commissioner. President Asif
Ali Zardari has condemned the “cruel”
attack on children in Attock. In a state-
ment, the president said targeting innocent
children is a very cruel and shameful act,
directing authorities to take strict action
against those responsible.Condemning the
unfortunate incident, Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif said that the attack on innocent
children is extremely “cruel and barbaric”.
He has directed the authorities to take
strict action against those responsible.
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