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Shavkat Mirziyoyev: 
The Visionary leader 
of Uzbekistan

Scholz urges 
parties to 
isolate ‘rights’

Detailed News On Page-08 Detailed News On Page-07 Detailed News On Page-06

Draper reaches 
first US Open 
quarter-final

IslamabadPOST

Uzbek special 
Supplement

ISLAMABAD: Today’s 
issue of Daily Islamabad 
POST carries a one-
page special supplement 
on the occasion of the 
Independence Day of 
Uzbekistan. 

– Edtior

Taliban chief tells officials 
to enforce new morality law
While many of the measures have been informally 

enforced since the Taliban’s takeover in 2021, 
their formal codification sparked an outcry from 
the international community and rights groups

‘Govt could save Rs30 
bln by closing institutions’

Kaiser Bengali says that the 
government's restructuring efforts are 
disproportionately burdening the poor

Bengali questions ‘SMEDA’

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Economist Kaiser Bengali has 
emphasised that the government’s primary 
focus should be on reducing fiscal deficits, 
stating that closing down certain institu-
tions could result in savings of PKR 30 bil-
lion. During a press conference in Karachi, 
Bengali announced his resignation from the 
High-Powered Committee for Rightsizing. He 
expressed concerns that the entire burden 
of restructuring is being placed on the low-
er-income segment of society. Bengali high-
lighted that there are 40 divisions within the 
federal government, with recommendations 

Continued on Page 06

Info Minister hails 
recent decline 

in inflation
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting AttaullahTarar 
has said the recent decline in the in-
flation to single digit is an evidence 
of prudent economic policies of the 
Federal Government under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Continued on Page 06

News Desk

Kabul: Taliban supreme leader Hibatullah 
Akhundzada has ordered Afghan officials to 
enact a sweeping new morality law curtailing 
women’s rights and enshrining an austere 
vision of Islamic society. Taliban authori-
ties last month announced the law, which 
includes rules that women’s faces, bodies 
and voices should be “covered” outside the 
home, among 35 articles dictating behaviour 
and lifestyle. While many of the measures 
have been informally enforced since the Tali-
ban’s takeover in 2021, their formal codifica-
tion sparked an outcry from the international 

Continued on Page 06

IHC frustrated with 
delays in Aafia’s 

repatriation rfforts

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court has expressed frustration over a 
lack of support from government offi-
cials in the Aafia Siddiqui case.  Justice 
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan remarked that 
no government official had expressed 
support for Aafia Siddiqui’s lawyer.  

Continued on Page 06

Pak-China 
friendship 
vital for 

regional peace
Prime Minister said 
China has provided 

unconditional support 
to Pakistan during 

every difficult period
 

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has 
emphasized that Pak-chi-
na friendship is inevita-
ble not only for both the 
countries, but also for the 
region and global peace 
and development. He was 
talking to Chinese Am-
bassador Jiang Zaidong 
who called on him in Is-
lamabad today. The Prime 
Minister said China has 
provided unconditional 
support to Pakistan dur-
ing every difficult period. 

CPI at 9.6% 
first single-digit 
stat in 3 years

August annual CPI 
figures down from 
27.4% this time last 

year and 11.1% in July

Fasal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s an-
nual consumer price inflation 
rate slowed to 9.6% in August, 
the first single-digit reading 
in almost three years, the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS) said on Monday. The 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
decelerated further to 9.6% 
year-on-year in August, down 
from the previous month’s 
11.1% The economy had 
been battling with inflation 
topping 20% since May 2022, 
peaking at a staggering 38% 
last May and these skyrocket-
ing inflation rates coincided 
with the reforms implement-
ed as part of a much-needed 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) bailout programme.

Naqvi 
commends 
police for 

foiling attack 
Says, police gave a 
befitting response 
to the terrorists

Adil Shaheen

ISLAMABAD: Federal In-
terior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi has commended the 
police for foiling a terror-
ist attack on a check post 
in Mianwali. He said that 
the Punjab Police has once 
again thwarted the nefari-
ous designs of the Fitna Al 
Khawarij terrorists. The In-
terior Minister praised the 
police personnel deployed 
at the Isa Khel police sta-
tion check post for bravely 
repulsing the attack by 14 
Khawarij terrorists. 

JI trying to 
fill political 

vacuum 
Says only JI can unite 

people of Pakistan

Bureau Report

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (JI) Emir Hafiz 
Naeemur Rehman on 
Monday slammed the 
government for imposing 
scores of taxes on the 
already weighed down 
salaried class while ex-
empting the owners of 
the Independent Power 
Producers (IPPs).

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong calls 
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

Campaign against J. Jahangiri 

IHC full bench to 
hear contempt plea 

Court issued notices to Gharida 
Farooqi, Hasan Ayub, Ammar 

Solangi, FIA, PTA etc
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court sched-
uled a contempt of court hearing regarding a mali-
cious campaign against Justice Tariq Mehmood Ja-
hangiri. The case will be heard by a seven-member 
full court bench, led by IHC Chief Justice Aamer 
Farooq. It is worth noting that the full court bench 
had previously conducted a hearing on this matter 
before the summer break. The court issued notic-
es to Gharida Farooqi, Hasan Ayub, and Ammar 
Solangi, as well as to the Pakistan Electronic Me-
dia Regulatory Authority (Pemra), Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA), and the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) director general. The 
respondents have been instructed to submit their 
responses within four weeks. Furthermore, the 
court ordered the identification of individuals who 
shared the malicious content and participated in 
the character assassination campaign. – DNA

CJP Qazi Faez
Isa not interested 

in getting extension

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law Azam Nazeer Tarar 
on Monday rebuffed speculations centred on the imminent 
retirement of Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, 
saying that the top judge does not want extension in his ten-
ure.   The top judge is set to retire in October this year, but 
as his retirement draws near, rumours of an “extension” in 
his tenure through judiciary-centric legislation in parliament 
have been rife. However, the Centre has time and again de-
nied these reports, saying that nothing as such was on the 
cards as CJP Isa has “no interest” in getting an extension. 
The legal experts say there is no constitutional mechanism 
for such an extension without amendments to the Constitu-
tion. Even if the government wants such an amendment, it 
would require a two-thirds majority in both houses of parlia-
ment, which is a challenge in the light of recent Supreme 
Court verdict on reserved seats favouring Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI). “The two-thirds majority should be discussed 
when an extension has to be granted,” Tarar said while ad-
dressing an event in Islamabad. He said that the chief justice 
“clearly told me and the attorney general that he doesn’t 
want an extension”. The minister said that CJP Qazi Faez Isa 
is a respectable person and it was not appropriate to repeat-
edly say that he is seeking an extension. “I request the media 
persons to talk about some other topic as it was unnecessary 
to discuss the top judge’s extension repeatedly,” he added. 
As stated earlier by the law minister, the principle of senior-
ity will be followed in the appointment of a new top judge 
of the country. Senior Puisne Judge Mansoor Ali Shah is 

Continued on Page 06

“CJP Isa clearly told me and attorney general that he 
doesn’t want an extension,” says Azam Nazeer Tarar

Law minister rebuffs speculations

Imran Khan open 
to dialogue with 
decision-makers

Khayam Abbasi

Rawalpindi: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder, Imran Khan, has expressed 
his willingness to engage in dialogue, stat-
ing that discussions will take place only 
with those who make the decisions. Dur-
ing a conversation with journalists at Adi-
ala Jail, Imran Khan remarked that May 
9 is their “insurance policy.” He further 
claimed that if May 9 is disregarded, the 
government and its politics will come to an 
end. He suggested forming a judicial com-
mission to investigate the events of May 9. 
“Whenever the topic of negotiations aris-
es, they start making noise about May 9. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI’s founding leader asserts that May 
9 is a turning point for the government’s 

future and his political strategy

Demands judicial commission

Court extends 
Imran, Bushra’s 
judicial remand

Defence lawyer argues 
separate references could not 

be filed in same accusation

Court Reporter

RAWALPINDI: An accountability court 
in Rawalpindi on Monday extended the 
judicial remand of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan 

Continued on Page 06
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PESHAWAR: The Provin-
cial Alliance for Tobacco 
and Nicotine Control (PAT-
NC) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
commended Deputy Com-
missioner Peshawar for tak-
ing decisive action to pro-
tect the health of youth by 
imposing a ban on use, sale, 
storage, promotion, and ad-
vertisement of e-cigarettes, 
vapes, and nicotine pouch-
es in District Peshawar. 
This proactive measure is 
an essential step in curbing 
the rising trend of nicotine 
addiction among young peo-
ple and safeguarding public 
health, says a press release 
issued here on Monday.
E-cigarettes, vapes, and 
nicotine pouches have in-
creasingly become popular 
among youth due to their 
easy availability and aggres-

sive marketing tactics. 
These products are often 
wrongly perceived as a saf-
er alternative to tradition-
al tobacco products, but 
research shows they pose 
significant health risks, par-
ticularly to young users. 
The nicotine content in 
these products can lead to 
addiction, impaired brain 
development, and an in-
creased likelihood of tran-
sitioning to other harmful 
substances. Moreover, the 
use of these products is 
associated with respira-
tory problems and other 
severe health conditions, 
which can further strain 
the already fragile health-
care system in the prov-
ince. “Nicotine addiction 
among youth is a growing 
concern that requires 
immediate and effective 
action,” said Qamar Na-
seem, Program Manager 

of Blue Veins. 
“The Deputy Commission-
er’s decision to interim 
ban these harmful prod-
ucts in Peshawar under 
section 144 is a commend-
able step towards protect-
ing our children and en-
suring a healthier future. 
We urge the provincial 
government to extend this 
ban across Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa to protect all 
children from the harmful 
effects of these products. 
And meanwhile, adopt 
comprehensive legislation 
to ban these,” Qamar de-
manded.
Usman Afridi, President 
of Grow Up, a youth-led 
organization, added, “Our 
youth are our future, and it 
is our collective responsi-
bility to shield them from 
products that can harm 
their health and wellbeing. 
The interim ban in Pe-

shawar is a significant 
move, but it is only the 
beginning. We call on the 
authorities to take this 
further and implement 
a province-wide ban to 
safeguard all our young 
people from the dangers 
of nicotine addiction, Us-
man added. The Provincial 
Alliance for Tobacco and 
Nicotine Control (PAT-
NC) calls on the provin-
cial government to extend 
this ban to all districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  We 
believe that all children, 
regardless of where they 
live, deserve protection 
from the harms associated 
with e-cigarettes, vapes, 
and nicotine pouches. 
 We must take collective 
action to address this pub-
lic health crisis and pre-
vent our youth from falling 
victim to these dangerous 
products.

DC Peshawar commended 

Govt  launches innovative 
‘smart  classroom’ project 

with Huawei

Islamabad: Senator Rubina Khalid, Chairperson BISP, meets with a delegation from JazzCash. 
The meeting focused on enhancing the financial and digital inclusion of BISP’s women  

beneficiaries by providing them with smartphones. -—DNA

dna

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Mar-
yam Sharif has unveiled the Smart 
Classroom Project at the government 
Kinnaird Girls High School, Empress 
Road.  This cutting-edge initiative, 
developed in collaboration with Hua-
wei, represents a major leap forward 
in transforming education in Punjab 
by integrating advanced technology 
into the classroom said a news re-
lease issued by Huawei on Monday. 
The Smart Classroom Project is a key 
component of the “Back to School” 
enrollment campaign. It introduces 
state-of-the-art technology, including 
cameras that record lectures, allow-
ing students to review and engage 

with lessons outside of class time. 
This initiative aims to enhance ed-
ucational quality and make learning 
more interactive and accessible. 
Huawei’s support is remarkable for 
this project, highlighting its strong 
commitment to advancing educational 
innovation. By integrating Huawei’s 
advanced technology, Punjab sets a 
new benchmark for educational excel-
lence and technological integration 
in schools. Chief Minister Punjab 
Maryam Nawaz highlighted the signif-
icance of the project, stating, “Incor-
porating Huawei’s technology into our 
classrooms is a testament to our com-
mitment to providing high-quality edu-
cation to every student in Punjab. Our 
goal is to elevate every government 
school to the standards of the best 

private institutions.” The initiative is 
also a part of Punjab’s broader strate-
gy to boost its IT industry and estab-
lish itself as a hub for technological 
innovation.  The Smart Classroom 
Project aligns with the government’s 
vision of nurturing talent and driving 
economic growth through technology. 
Key figures at the event included Par-
liamentary Secretary for School Edu-
cation Nosheen Adnan and Provincial 
Education Minister Rana Sikandar 
Hayat, underscoring the collaborative 
efforts that made this project possi-
ble. With the partnership, the Punjab 
government and Huawei are making 
progress towards enhancing the edu-
cational experience, providing students 
with the resources necessary to thrive 
in a digital era.

KP govt starts 2nd phase 
of enrollment drive

PESHAWAR: The Elemen-
tary and Secondary Edu-
cation Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa on Monday formally 
launched the second phase 
of the school admission 
campaign 2024 across the 
province to enroll as many 
as 0.3 million out-of-school 
children. According to Min-
ister for Education Faisal 
Tarakai, the campaign had 
been started simultaneous-

ly in all districts of the prov-
ince and would continue till 
September 30.  The admis-
sion campaign was initially 
launched in government 
schools across the prov-
ince, adding that during the 
first phase of the campaign, 
a record 119,900 children 
were enrolled while a tar-
get of 0.3 million children’s 
enrollment had been set for 
the second phase. He said 

that under the campaign 
an accumulative 1.5 million 
children would be enrolled 
in the government schools.
The Minister informed that 
currently 4.5 million chil-
dren were out of schools in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
all the District Education 
Officers in the province had 
been directed to pursue the 
enrollment drive vigorous-
ly.—APP

City Traffic Police crackdown 
on unregistered vehicles

KAHUTA: The city traf-
fic police is taking strict 
action against vehicles 
plying without proper doc-
uments including route 
permit and fitness certifi-
cate in Kahuta on Monday. 
According to Traffic Po-
lice, traffic officers along 
with officials from CP 

and Syed Khalid Hamdani 
received special instruc-
tions to ensure the safety 
of citizens using public 
transport. In a recent op-
eration, the traffic police 
in Kahuta halted six buses 
traveling from Azad Kash-
mir and Kahuta due to the 
absence of valid fitness 

certificates.  Now, only 
vehicles with the neces-
sary fitness certificates are 
allowed to operate while 
those lacking route per-
mits, fitness certificates or 
licenses will face legal ac-
tion.  The crackdown aims 
to ensure safe travel for all 
citizens.—APP

Azerbaijan envoy, minister 
discuss issues related to coop

 

 Staff Report

 ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Azerbaijan in Pakistan 
Khazar Farhadov Monday 
met with Federal Minister 
for Privatization, Board of 
Investment and Communi-
cations Abdul Aleem Khan 
and discussed issues relat-
ed to bilateral cooperation.  
The meeting exchanged 
views on the business fo-
rum being held this month 
in Baku, Azerbaijan  said a 
press release. Abdul Aleem 
Khan lauded organizing the 
business forum on Septem-
ber 16 to promote business 
activities between Pakistan 
and Azerbaijan after which 
more opportunities will 
flourish for both countries 

to invest in various sectors 
and promote joint projects. 
He said that Pakistan and 
Azerbaijan can invest in 
Food Security, IT, Health, 
Agriculture, Manpower and 
other sectors. The minister 
said that Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and Pakistan all three to-
gether can play a significant 
role in the development in 
the region for which we have 
to implement the agenda of 
mutual investment and coop-
eration. Abdul Aleem Khan 
indicated that the platform 
of Pakistan Business Forum 
will be a new opening for Pa-
kistan and other countries in 
Central Asia which will have 
positive effects on develop-
ment and prosperity. In the 
meeting with the Ambassa-
dor of Azerbaijan, it was de-
cided that Federal Ministers 

Abdul Aleem Khan and Jam 
Kamal Khan will visit Baku, 
Azerbaijan on September 16 
where they will lead the Paki-
stani delegation at the Busi-
ness Forum. Ambassador of 
Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov 
welcomed Federal Minister 
of Investment Board Abdul 
Aleem Khan’s participation 
in the Business Forum and 
said that Azerbaijan can 
invest in LNG Gas, Urea, 
Electrical and other sectors 
for Pakistan for which the 
private sector of Azerbaijan 
will be taken on board for 
Pakistan. Abdul Aleem Khan 
assured the Ambassador of 
his all possible support. He 
reiterated his commitment to 
strengthen this relationship 
further which will ultimately 
benefit both the countries of 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan.

Public 
transport 

fares reduced 
by 2%

SARGODHA: In a move to 
provide relief to the public 
following the government’s 
decision to reduce the prices 
of petroleum products,the 
Secretary Regional Trans-
port Authority (RTA),Malik 
Muhammad Tahir, held a 
meeting with public and 
goods transporters on Mon-
day. During the meeting, it 
was agreed to immediately 
reduce fares by two percent.  
The Secretary of the RTA 
stated that since the govern-
ment has reduced the rates 
of diesel and petrol, trans-
porters should also reduce 
their fares accordingly. He 
further added that due to the 
decrease in petroleum prod-
uct prices,the government 
of Punjab has directed a two 
percent reduction in both 
public and goods transport 
fares to ensure that the ben-
efits reach the public. It has 
been directed that banners 
indicating the fare reduction 
should be displayed at ticket 
booking points.  Passengers 
could register complaints in 
case of overcharging,the sec-
retary DRTA added.—APP

Educational 
activities 
resumed 
 in KP 

PESHAWAR: The education-
al institutions in summer 
areas of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa resumed educational 
activities on Monday upon 
completion of the summer 
vacations on August 31, how-
ever, the turnout of the stu-
dents remained very thin on 
the first day. According to the 
notification of the Education 
Department, all public and 
private schools formally 
opened on September 02, 
adding that summer vaca-
tions for primary schools 
were announced from June 
1, while the middle and high 
schools were given summer 
vacations from June 15. —APP

Three killed 
as boulder 
hits bus in 
Kohistan

PESHAWAR: At least three 
people onboard a bus were 
killed when a boulder hit the 
vehicle during a landslide 
in Kohistan area of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Police informed 
on Monday. President North-
ern Areas Transport Company 
(NATCO), Fazal Elahi also con-
firming the incident, told media 
persons that three passengers 
were killed on the scene while 
several others were injured 
when a boulder hit the bus of 
NATCO. He said the bus was 
enroute to Hunza from Rawal-
pindi when it met with the tragic 
incident in Kohistan. Soon after 
the incident the relief and res-
cue operation was started. He 
said the dead and injured were 
shifted to a local hospital in 
Kohistan. —APP

Pb internship 
program launched
SARGODHA: In a signifi-
cant move to enhance the 
agricultural sector in Pun-
jab, the provincial govern-
ment has initiated an Ag-
riculture Transformation 
Program aimed at provid-
ing internships to young 
agricultural graduates.  As 
many as 41 selected can-
didates from the district 
received their one-year 
internship offer letters 
during a ceremony led by 
Member of Provincial As-
sembly (MPA) of  Pakistan 
Muslim League-N  Rana 
Munawar Ghous Khan and 
Assistant Commissioner 
Sargodha Amina Ehsan 
Tarar on Monday. The 
ceremony was attended 
by Agriculture department 
officials, including Direc-
tor of Agriculture Shahid 
Hussain and Deputy Di-
rector Masood Saqib.  The 
PML-N MPA Rana Mana-

war Ghous congratulated 
the selected agricultural 
graduates while emphasiz-
ing the dual benefits of the 
program.  “This initiative 
will not only allow farmers 
to take advantage of mod-
ern technology but will 
also provide students with 
practical knowledge and 
experience,” he stated. 
The interns were set to 
begin their fieldwork from 
September 13, with the 
primary goal of empower-
ing youth and equipping 
them for future opportu-
nities.  According to the 
Director Agriculture Ex-
tension Shahid Hussain, 
the Punjab government 
would pay each intern 
a monthly stipend of Rs 
60,000 for the duration 
of the one-year program.
He added that each in-
tern would be assigned to 
a specific circle that has 

been geo-fenced, and their 
performance would be 
monitored through a GPS 
mobile app.  He said the 
interns would also receive 
specific targets to ensure 
that quality consultation is 
provided to farmers.  This 
would include guidance on 
crop management and in-
formation on various sub-
sidies offered by the Pun-
jab government,he added. 
Interns expressed their 
gratitude to Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
for launching the paid in-
ternship program, which 
they noted is a first in the 
country’s history for agri-
cultural graduates. 
They pledged to leave no 
stone unturned in assist-
ing farmers and thanked 
the district administration 
for facilitating the distribu-
tion of offer letters.—APP

1550 ltrs 
adulterated 

milk 
discarded

MUZAFFARGARH: Punjab 
Food Authority (PFA) dis-
posed of about 1550 litres 
adulterated milk and im-
posed Rs 33,000 fine on the 
suppliers. Official spokes-
man said here on Monday 
that the food safety teams 
checked 46 milk carrying 
vehicles at various pickets.
Out of them, milk samples 
of the six vehicles were 
tested on the spot and were 
found contaminated. The 
team discarded the adulter-
ated milk and imposed fine. 
G PFA, Asim Javed said the 
adulterated milk used to be 
supplied to hotels and milk 
shops across the city.
 Meanwhile, in Khanewal, 
more than 210 kg expired 
snacks were disposed of 
after checking. The godown 
owners were fined Rs 
50000 collectively.

Rescue 1122 
provides med-
ical cover to 
5,637 people 

in Aug
SARGODHA: The Punjab 
Emergency Service(Res-
cue 1122) worked tirelessly 
to provide quality services 
to the public, stated  to 
District Emergency Of-
ficer Mazhar Shah. In a 
press release issued here 
on Monday, Mazhar Shah 
revealed that during the 
month of August, the ser-
vice responded to 5,637 
emergencies with an aver-
age response time of 8.5 
minutes. The emergencies 
included 1,017 road traffic 
accidents, 4,307 medical 
emergencies, 126 criminal 
incidents, 3 drowning cas-
es, 15 building collapses, 
613 miscellaneous cases, 
and 57 fire incidents. Addi-
tionally, 2,335 individuals 
received on-site first aid
The DEO Mazhar Shah 
said that not only precious 
lives were saved but also 
property worth millions of 
rupees was protected.  The 
officer urged the public to 
call 1122 only in case of 
genuine emergencies to 
ensure that rescue servic-
es can reach those in need 
promptly.—APP

Six profiteers 
held

�

SARGODHA: Six shopkeep-
ers were booked accused 
for profiteering from var-
ious parts of the city here 
on Monday.
According to official sourc-
es, the price control mag-
istrates inspected various 
points including in Bhalwal 
and netted six shopkeepers 
including Abdullah,Muham-
mad Usman,Muhammad 
Zamaan,Muhammad Fa-
rooq,Arif and Naseer for 
overcharging and imposed 
hefty fines. Cases were reg-
istered against them.—APP

DPM Dar highlights role of educa-
tion in shaping country’s future

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar on Monday highlighted the signifi-
cance of education in a prosperous society and stressed upon making of strenuous efforts and investments in this sector 
for the bright future of coming generations. Addressing a certificates awarding ceremony of Pakistan Foreign Office 
Women’s Association (PFOWA), the deputy prime minister said that the incumbent government was making substantial 
efforts in this regard and in the current fiscal budget, it had made significant allocation for the education sector because 
it would provide future dividends in the country. He also referred to the emphasis laid down by Islam over the importance 
of gaining education. The deputy prime minister and foreign minister further underlined that other organizations and in-
stitutions devoted to humanitarian assistance and support should also focus on the financial, health and education issues 
faced by the people, adding that they were required to follow the precedents set by organizations like PFOWA. Dar also 
commended PFOWA’s contributions for the public welfare and said that he was pleased to learn that the Association had 
been serving as platform to support the needy and deserving people. It had been supporting students to pursue their 
Masters degrees and PhDs besides, providing them scholarships, he mentioned and said that it was not only a kind ges-
ture but also a real service to humanity with immense rewards in the world hereafter. Expressing his satisfaction, he said 
that it pleased him immensely that such a thinking existed in the ministry which was like a family. PFOWA had provided 
children with stationary and school bags, besides a number of scholarships and other financial support to the widows 
and minorities. It had also made contributions for the natural calamities hit areas. The deputy prime minister informed 
that during 2020, he had founded two organizations for the support of orphans where about 100 children were getting 
education while the other entity was providing assistance in education and health sectors.— 

Kissan cards 
distribution centre 

set up in city
SIALKOT:A center for 
the distribution of Pun-
jab Kissan Card has been 
set up in tehsil Sialkot.
Assistant Director Ag-
riculture (Extension) 
Sialkot Jawahar Ali said 
the distribution center 
had been established in 

the office of Assistant Di-
rector Agriculture (Exten-
sion) Sialkot.  He said that 
farmers holding Kissan 
Card would be eligible to 
get benefit from Green 
Tractor Scheme and oth-
er subsidy schemes of the 
Punjab Government.The 

Assistant Director said 
that farmer would have to 
write PKC from the mo-
bile phone with the SIM 
in his name and send it 
to 8070 with his National 
Identity Card number.Eli-
gible farmers will receive 
Kissan card from con-
cerned tehsil branch of 
the Agriculture Extension 
Department, he added. He 
appealed to the farmers to 
register by sending a mes-
sage to 8070 so that they 
could benefit from the 
subsidies of the Agricul-
ture Department.—APP

CM takes notice of acid 
throwing incident 

MUZAFFARGARH: Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz sought a report from Inspector 
General Police Punjab about acid throwing incident in Rohealiawali, district Muzaffargarh.
According to police, Bashir Ahmed, resident of Basti Mullana Banda Ishaaq, along with 
his two sons Imran, Irfan and another companion Khadim Hussain allegedly threw acid on 
three women identified as Kalsoom Bibi (50), Sawaira Bibi (20) and Sania Bibi (6). Rescue 
1122 shifted the victims to Rural Health Centre Rohealianwali. On information, the police 
concerned rushed to the site and collected evidences. On the report of victim Kalsoom 
Bibi, the police have registered a case. Taking notice of the incident, Chief Minister Pun-
jab Maryam Nawaz Sharif has sought a report from Inspector General Punjab Police. She 
directed the police to bring the culprits to justice. —APP



Rupee sheds 
11 paisa 
against 
dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
rupee on Monday depre-
ciated by 11 paisa against 
the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading and closed at 
Rs 278.64 against the pre-
vious day’s closing of Rs 
278.53. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Associa-
tion of Pakistan (FAP), the 
buying and selling rates 
of the dollar in the open 
market stood at Rs 278.25 
and Rs 279.75 respec-
tively. The price of Euro 
increased by 36 paisa to 
close at Rs 308.44 against 
the last day’s closing of Rs 
308.80, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese yen 
came down by 02 paisa 
closed at Rs1.90, whereas 
a decrease of Rs 1.25 was 
witnessed in the exchange 
rate of the British Pound, 
which traded at Rs366.09 
as compared to the last 
day’s closing of Rs367.34. 
The exchange rates of the 
Emirates Dirham and the 
Saudi Riyal increased by 
03 paisa each to close at 
Rs75.86 and Rs74.25 re-
spectively.—APP

Rawalpindi 
police 

intensify 
crackdown 

against drug 
dealers

RAWALPINDI: In a signifi-
cant operation, Police have 
arrested four drug dealers 
and recovered 05 kg drugs 
from their possession 
here on Monday, informed 
police spokesman. Dur-
ing course of action, Wah 
Cantt  Police apprehended 
Raheel and recovered 1.3 
kg drugs from his posses-
sion. Similarly, Saddar 
Barooni Police detained 
Abdullah and confiscated 
1.6 kg drugs from his cus-
tody. While, City Police 
arrested Irfan and seized 
1.5 kg drugs from him. 
Following operation, Bani 
Police nabbed drug dealer 
Usman and recovered 550 
grams of charas from his 
possession. Police have 
registered separate cases 
against all of them and fur-
ther investigation was in 
progress. SSP Operations 
appreciated the perfor-
mance of police tams and 
said that all legal proce-
dures will be followed to 
ensure the perpetrators 
are properly prosecuted.  
He emphasized that strict 
action will be taken against 
drug traffickers to combat 
drug-related crimes in the 
region.—APP

Core inflation decelerates 
to single digit in August

According to data, CPI inflation Urban increased to 11.7% on year-on-year basis in August 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 13.2% in the previous month and 25.0% in August 2023. On month-on-month 
basis, it increased to 0.3% in August 2024 as compared to an increase of 2.0% in the previous month 

and an increase of 1.6% in August 2023
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The core infla-
tion measured by Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) decelerated 
further to 9.6 percent during 
August 2024 as compared to 
11.1 percent recorded during 
July 2024, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported Mon-
day. According to PBS data, the 
CPI based inflation during the 
same month of last year (August 
2023) was recorded at 27.4%. 
On month-on-month basis, it in-
creased to 0.4% in August 2024 
as compared to an increase of 

2.1% in the previous month and 
an increase of 1.7% in August 
2023. According to data, CPI in-
flation Urban increased to 11.7% 
on year-on-year basis in August 
2024 as compared to an increase 
of 13.2% in the previous month 
and 25.0% in August 2023. On 
month-on-month basis, it in-
creased to 0.3% in August 2024 
as compared to an increase of 
2.0% in the previous month and 
an increase of 1.6% in August 
2023.  CPI inflation Rural, in-
creased to 6.7% on year-on-year 
(YoY) basis in August 2024 as 
compared to an increase of 8.1% 
in the previous month and 30.9% 

in August 2023. On month-on-
month (MoM) basis, it increased 
to 0.6% in August 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 2.2% in 
the previous month and an in-
crease of 1.9% in August 2023. 
The Sensitive Price Indicator 
(SPI) inflation on YoY increased 
to 10.8% in August 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 15.7% a 
month earlier and 27.9% in Au-
gust 2023. On MoM basis, it de-
creased to 0.3% in August 2024 
as compared to an increase of 
2.0% a month earlier and an in-
crease of 4.1% in August 2023.
 The Wholesale Price Index 
(WPI) inflation on YoY basis in-

creased to 6.3% in August 2024 
as compared to an increase of 
10.4% a month earlier and an in-
crease of 24.3% in August 2023. 
On MoM basis, it increased by 
0.3% in August 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 2.3% in 
the previous month and an in-
crease of 4.2% in corresponding 
month of last year i.e. August 
2023. The core inflation, meas-
ured by non-food, non-energy 
for Urban increased to 10.2% 
on (YoY) basis in August 2024 
as compared to an increase of 
11.7% in the previous month and 
18.4% in August 2023. On (MoM) 
basis, it increased by 0.4% in 

August 2024 as compared to an 
increase of 0.7% in the previous 
month and an increase of 1.8% 
in corresponding month of last 
year i.e. August, 2023. The core 
inflation measured by non-food, 
non-energy Rural increased to 
14.4% on (YoY) basis in August 
2024 as compared to an increase 
of 16.9% in the previous month 
and 25.9% in August 2023. On 
(MoM) basis, it increased by 
0.6% in August 2024 as com-
pared to an increase of 1.1% 
in the previous month and an 
increase of 2.8% in the corre-
sponding month of last year i.e. 
August 2023.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In the past 
year, Emirates has signifi-
cantly expanded its global 
reach, doubling the number 
of cities it offers beyond 
its own network, unlock-
ing travel opportunities 
to nearly 1,700 addition-
al cities. This expansion 
has enabled over 61,000 
passengers to seamless-
ly connect on the shared 
networks of Emirates and 
its partners every week. 
Emirates has achieved 
this growth by forging new 
partnerships and deepen-
ing existing ones across 
the transport ecosystem. 
The airline now collabo-
rates with 162 partners, 
including 31 codeshare, 
118 interline, and 13 rail 
and helicopter service part-

ners, spanning over 100 
countries. This extensive 
network provides travelers 
with enhanced connectiv-
ity, seamless single-ticket 
itineraries, improved bag-
gage transfers, frequent 
flyer benefits, and lounge 
access, ensuring a smooth 
travel experience at every 
touchpoint. For customers 
of partner airlines, popu-
lar destinations are more 
accessible through Emir-
ates’ extensive network of 
over 140 destinations, of-
fering seamless connectiv-
ity at Dubai International 
Airport (DXB) and indus-
try-leading experiences 
both on the ground and 
in the air. In the last year 
alone, Emirates launched 
16 new partnerships, in-
cluding codeshares with 
Avianca and Batik Air 
Malaysia, and finalized 

interline agreements with 
airlines such as KAM Air, 
Sri Lankan Airlines, Con-
dor, Flynas, and Kenya 
Airways. Emirates has 
also expanded its con-
nectivity options across 
Europe, offering fast con-
nections with a single 
ticket through codeshare 
partnerships with Treni-
talia, Renfe, Austrian Rail 
OBB, and Swedish Rail 
SJ. Additionally, Emirates 
became the first full-ser-
vice carrier to partner 
with BLADE, providing 
helicopter flights between 
Nice and Monaco. Adnan 
Kazim, Deputy President 
and Chief Commercial Of-
ficer of Emirates Airline, 
highlighted the strategic 
importance of these part-
nerships: “In the last year, 
we’ve deepened our glob-
al presence and expand-

ed our footprint across 
six continents by forging 
new partnerships with 
like-minded airlines, rail 
partners, and air mobility 
operators. While organic 
growth remains central to 
our strategy, we’ll contin-
ue to leverage our part-
ners’ networks to help our 
customers reach every cor-
ner of the globe with ease.” 
Over the years, Emirates’ 
partnerships have created 
robust networks, connecting 
customers to unique destina-
tions while offering schedule 
optimization and reciprocal 
loyalty benefits. Key part-
nerships, such as the one 
with flydubai, exemplify 
how collaboration enhances 
customer journeys. Since 
2017, more than 17.5 million 
passengers have connected 
through the joint networks 
of Emirates and flydubai.

Rs75.86 and Rs74.25 respectively.
Emirates doubles partnership connectivity 
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NADRA, NTL, PKCERT join  forces 
to make cyber-world more secure

ISLAMABAD: National 
Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA), NAD-
RA Technologies Limited 
(NTL) and the National Cy-
ber Emergency Response 
Team of Pakistan (PK-
CERT) have signed Memo-
randums of Understanding 
(MoUs) to exchange cy-
ber security threat intel-
ligence and relevant data 
to enhance their security 
posture.  The MoUs were 
signed here today at NAD-
RA Headquarters, Islam-

abad in the presence of 
Chairman NADRA.
The areas of collaboration 
include the exchange of 
cybersecurity threat intel-
ligence and relevant data, 
timely and secure sharing 
of information on vulner-
abilities, threats, and in-
cidents, and coordinated 
responses to cybersecuri-
ty incidents affecting na-
tional infrastructure upon 
request, says the press 
release issued on Monday. 
As part of the partnership, 

NADRA, NTL and PKCERT 
will conduct joint investiga-
tions and analyses of cyber-
security incidents.  They 
will share best practices 
and methodologies for ef-
fective cybersecurity man-
agement and collaborate on 
research and development 
projects aimed at improving 
cybersecurity technologies 
and strategies. Additionally, 
the organizations will con-
duct joint training sessions 
on various domains of cy-
bersecurity and collaborate 

on educational initiatives 
to enhance citizens’ under-
standing of cybersecurity. 
The MoUs were signed by 
Chief Information Securi-
ty Officer (CISO) NADRA, 
Dr. Monis Akhlaq, Chief 
Executive Officer NTL, Dr. 
Javed Ashraf and Director 
General PKCERT, Dr. Haid-
er Abbas. The partnership 
between the two organiza-
tions will strengthen efforts 
towards creating a safer and 
more secure digital envi-
ronment in Pakistan.—APP

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

September

Sept01/Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept16/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Sept16/Mexico
National Day

Sept16/Papua New 
Guinea

Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi 
Arabia

National Day

Pakistan , Bahrin  
discuss youth empowerment

Mehtab Pirzada

Islamabad:  Chairman 
of the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme, Mr. 
Rana Mashhood Ahmed 
Khan, held a video call with 
Bahrain’s Minister of Youth 
Affairs, Her Excellency 
Rawan Bint Najeeb Towfe-
qi. The discussion focused 
on strengthening bilateral 
relations between Paki-
stan and Bahrain through 
enhanced cooperation in 
youth empowerment and 

development. During the 
call, both leaders empha-
sized the critical role that 
youth play in the socio-eco-
nomic development of their 
respective countries. They 
acknowledged the shared 
challenges faced by young 
people in the modern world 
and explored opportunities 
for collaboration in vari-
ous areas, including digital 
skills development, entre-
preneurship, volunteer-
ism, and leadership train-
ing. Mr. Rana Mashhood 
Ahmed Khan highlighted 
Pakistan’s commitment to 

empower its youth through 
various initiatives under 
the Prime Minister’s Youth 
Programme. He expressed 
a keen interest in learning 
from Bahrain’s success-
ful youth programs and 
discussed potential areas 
where the two countries 
could collaborate for mu-
tual benefit. Her Excel-
lency Rawan Bint Najeeb 
Towfeqi appreciated Paki-
stan’s efforts in youth de-
velopment and expressed 
Bahrain’s willingness to 
work closely with Pakistan 
on initiatives that could 

benefit the youth of both 
nations. This partner-
ship is expected to pave 
the way for more robust 
youth-centric policies and 
initiatives that will con-
tribute to the long-term 
growth and development 
of both countries. The 
Prime Minister’s Youth 
Programme continues to 
seek opportunities for in-
ternational collaboration to 
empower the youth of Pa-
kistan and to provide them 
with the skills and opportu-
nities necessary to succeed 
in the global economy.        

UAE Govt 
amnesty scheme 
ISLAMABAD: The Government of the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) has announced an amnesty scheme from 01 
September to 31 October 2024. In the wake of this an-
nouncement, the Embassy of Pakistan in Abu Dhabi and 
Consulate General of Pakistan in Dubai are extending all 
possible assistance to the Pakistani nationals living in 
the UAE to ensure that they can benefit fully from the 
UAE government’s amnesty scheme. In this regard, the 
Embassy and Consulate General have taken the following 
measures: 1. Extended Office Hours: National Identity 
Cards (NICs), Passport Sections and attestation services 
will remain open on Saturdays until the end of October 
2024 to accommodate applicants who need to renew, up-
date or validate their documents. 2. Out-Pass Facilitation: 
The Out-Pass Sections are available for issuance of out-
pass/ emergency travel document for those who are Paki-
stani nationals and do not possess passports to facilitate 
their travel back to Pakistan. The Embassy and Consulate 
General of Pakistan remain fully committed to support 
fellow Pakistani community members during this period. 
We urge all eligible Pakistani nationals to take advantage 
from this opportunity offered by the UAE Government. 
For more information and updates, please contact the 
Embassy/Consulate or visit our official websites.—DNA

RPO reviews security 
arrangements 

RAWALPINDI: On the fourth day of the Pakistan-Bangladesh 
second Test match, RPO Babar Sarfaraz Alpa visited and re-
viewed security arrangements at Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium. 
SSP Operations Flight Lt (Retd) Hafiz Kamran Asghar briefed on 
the security measures put in place. On the occasion, RPO Babar 
Sarfraz Alpa inspected the security checkpoints and gave instruc-
tions to ensure foolproof security. He emphasized the importance 
of maintaining a high level of vigilance. A total of 4500 officers and 
jawan from the Rawalpindi Police are on duty, with over 367 traffic 
police officers have been deployed to manage traffic around the 
stadium.  “CCTV cameras are monitoring the route of the cricket 
teams, and snipers have been positioned on rooftops along the 
route and around the stadium, “Special teams from the elite force, 
dolphin force, and district police are patrolling the stadium and 
surrounding areas”, he said, adding, “Senior police officers are 
conducting regular checks and briefings at duty points to ensure 
that all security arrangements are being strictly followed.—APP

Islamabad: CEO of FLSmidth, Mr. Mikko Keto, discusses major investment plans in Pakistan’s 
mining s ector with Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan. DNA



Twin Cities Tuesday, September 03 , 2024
IslamabadPOST04

DNA

Islamabad: inDrive, a 
leading transportation 
and delivery platform, 
proudly concluded the 
“Courier Champions 
2024” competition across 
Pakistan’s major cities: 
Karachi, Lahore, and 
Islamabad. This cham-
pionship competition, 
held from 19th July to 
14th August, 2024, to 
celebrate and reward 
the top-performing cou-
riers who demonstrated 
exceptional delivery per-
formance throughout the 
competition period.
The “Courier Champion 
2024” initiative was de-
signed to boost partic-
ipation and motivation 
among couriers, particu-
larly those who are less 
active. By recognizing 
their hard work, inDrive 
aimed to enhance de-
livery performance and 
elevate brand awareness 
within the courier com-
munity and the broader 
public. The competition 
featured attractive priz-
es, including a brand-
new motorcycle for 
the top performer and 
smartphones for the run-
ners-up. Muhammad Us-

man, Business Develop-
ment Manager, Pakistan 
- SA region at inDrive, 
“We are incredibly proud 
to host the inDrive.Cou-
rier Champions event 
2024. This program is de-
signed not only to boost 
participation and moti-
vation among our couri-
ers but also to reinforce 
inDrive’s reputation as a 
platform that genuinely 
supports the profession-
al growth of our partners. 
The competition offers 
drivers a valuable oppor-
tunity to switch to courier 
mode and earn additional 
income through the plat-
form”. Usman further ex-
plained that “the focus of 
this competition was on 
enhancing performance. 
Our objective was to im-
prove the completion rate 
among couriers, providing 
them with a fair and com-
petitive environment to 
showcase their skills. We 
believe that this initiative 
will lead to a significant 
improvement in both the 
quality and quantity of de-
liveries across all partici-
pating cities.”
The winners of inDrive 
Courier Pakistan 2024 
come from the KLI cit-
ies, total of 18 winners, 6 
winners from each city,1st 
place champions won 9 

brand new motor bikes, 
while 9 runners up won 
the smartphones.
Sidra Kiran, Communica-
tion Manager of inDrive 
Pakistan - SA region, 
stated “We are thrilled to 
have successfully hosted 
the ‘Courier Champion 
2024’ event across Kara-
chi, Lahore, and Islam-
abad. This competition 
was an excellent oppor-
tunity to celebrate and 
reward the hard work of 
our top-performing couri-
ers. By recognizing their 
efforts, we aimed to boost 
engagement and enhance 
delivery performance. 
This event underscores 
inDrive’s commitment to 
supporting our courier part-
ners and reinforcing our ded-
ication to their professional 
growth.”  While we’re excit-
ed to announce the winners, 
our goal is also to use this 
occasion to strengthen our 
relationships with partners, 
drivers, and the media. We 
anticipate that the event 
will enhance the positive 
perception of both inDrive 
and our Courier Champion 
program. The event also 
emphasized inDrive’s ded-
ication to fostering strong 
relationships with its part-
ners and drivers. “We hope 
that this event strengthens 
the connections we’ve built 

and serves as a milestone 
in celebrating the achieve-
ments of our courier part-
ners,” added Ms.Sidra 
Kiran. The winners of the 
inDrive Courier Champion 
2024 competition exemplify 
excellence and dedication 
of inDrive in the courier 
field. For inDrive, such 
events are not merely cer-
emonies, but a celebration 
of togetherness and appre-
ciation for all those who 
have contributed to the 
company’s growth. This an-
nual event is set to continue 
motivating and supporting 
couriers in Pakistan, fur-
ther solidifying inDrive’s 
role as a key player in the 
logistics industry.   About 
inDrive: inDrive is a dy-
namic transportation and 
delivery platform based 
in Mountain View, Cali-
fornia, operating in over 
750+ cities globally. Un-
like traditional ride-hail-
ing services, inDrive of-
fers a direct negotiation 
model, allowing users 
and drivers to agree on 
fair prices. inDrive’s 
parcel and courier de-
l ivery services provide 
a f lexible and af forda-
ble solution for various 
logistics needs, with 
a focus on fairness, 
transparency, and cus-
tomer satisfaction.

inDrive Honors top 
riders at 2024  couriers 

champions event

Briefs
Education 

fair to 
continue till 

Sept 14 

dna

Islamabad: In a signif-
icant effort to bridge the 
gap between aspiring stu-
dents and prestigious high-
er education institutions, a 
groundbreaking Education 
Information Fair is being 
held from 2nd to 14th Sep-
tember for intermediate 
students of public sector 
educational institutions. 
This event has been envis-
aged by Mr. Mohyuddin 
Ahmad Wani, Secretary 
MoFEPT and has brought 
together Pakistan’s most 
esteemed universities, and 
intermediate students from 
government colleges across 
the Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) to provide vital 
guidance on university ad-
missions eligibility criteria, 
scholarship opportunities, 
and tips on test prepara-
tion. The fair, organized by 
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and has been designed 
to offer students First hand 
insights into the applica-
tion processes, admission 
requirements, and unique 
opportunities available at 
top-tier universities. Partic-
ipating institutions included 
NUST, FAST, IBA, ICMA, 
KIPS, GIKI, NCA, Pakistan 
Institute of Fashion Design 
(PIFD, LUMS, Comsat, 
SZABIST,PIEAS. Today 
was the first day of this 
fair. Throughout the day, 
representatives from these 
renowned universities con-
ducted interactive sessions 
with the students. These 
sessions covered a range of 
topics, including application 
process, admission criteria, 
scholarships and financial 
aid etc. The event was met 
with enthusiastic participa-
tion of students who had 
the opportunity to interact 
directly with university rep-
resentatives, ask questions, 
and gain valuable advice. 
Many students expressed 
their gratitude for the com-
prehensive support and 
clarity provided during the 
fair. The Education Infor-
mation Fair has witnessed 
a remarkable success on its 
first day, underscoring the 
importance of accessible 
and transparent informa-
tion in the higher educa-
tion landscape. The event 
not only empowered stu-
dents with the knowledge 
they need to pursue their 
academic goals but also 
strengthened the partner-
ship between government 
colleges and leading univer-
sities of Pakistan. The Min-
istry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training 
is dedicated to fostering ed-
ucational opportunities and 
supporting students in their 
academic journey. Through 
various initiatives and 
events, the ministry aims 
to bridge the gap between 
students and educational 
institutions, ensuring that 
every student has access to 
the resources and informa-
tion they need to succeed in 
their careers and life.

ANF recovers 
456 kg drugs 

in eight 
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting eight operations 
across the country managed 
to recover 456 kg drugs 
worth Rs 120 million and ar-
rested nine accused, said an 
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man here on Monday. He 
informed that in two opera-
tions conducted near a uni-
versity in Peshawar, 1.6 kg 
hashish was recovered from 
two suspects. 500 grams 
opium was recovered from 
an accused rounded up 
near a university in Islam-
abad. The spokesman said 
that ANF was conducting 
operations near education-
al institutions to protect 
students from becoming 
victims of drug traffickers. 
In other raids, ANF recov-
ered 175 kg hashish from 
Qilla Abdullah, and 40 kg 
opium and 164 kg hashish 
were recovered from three 
suspects netted near Green 
Town, Kangni Sialkot Road. 
52 kg heroin was recovered 
from Chaman and 17 kg ice 
was recovered from a vehi-
cle intercepted near North 
Bypass Peshawar while two 
suspects were arrested dur-
ing the operation. 6 kg hash-
ish was recovered from an 
accused nabbed near Canal 
Road Lahore Cantt. ANF 
is committed to ensuring a 
drug-free environment for 
youth and promoting a safe 
and healthy society.—APP

Rising stray 
dog menace 

alarms 
capital’s 

residents
ISLAMABAD: Stray dogs 
are increasingly becoming 
a serious threat to the res-
idents of the federal capital, 
especially to the residents 
of sectors G/8, G9, and 
Chatha Bakhtawar. Despite 
existing spaying and neu-
tering programs, the stray 
dog population continues 
to rise, leading to frequent 
attacks and increased safety 
concerns. Reports indicate 
around 3 million stray dogs 
in Pakistan, with more than 
one million dog bite cases 
reported each year.
Additionally, while there are 
laws regarding stray animals, 
a high number of unclaimed 
dogs are euthanised, due to 
the low rate of adoptions. 
Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) faces significant 
challenges in managing stray 
animals, including a high 
incidence of dog bites and 
low adoption rates, said Afia 
Khan, an expert on animal 
behavior. Speaking to APP 
on Sunday, she noted that 
stray dogs, frequently exhibit-
ing aggressive behavior, have 
become a major concern 
for residents, particularly 
affecting children, women, 
and the elderly. Multiple 
reports of attacks by these 
dogs have heightened con-
cerns about community 
safety. She mentioned that 
there are sterilization pro-
grams available, but some 
people ignore them. How-
ever, those who care for 
strays often step in to assist. 
Pakistan does not euthanize 
as many dogs as we do and 
adopts a ‘live and let live’ 
approach, although the level 
of care provided to the dogs 
is less thorough. She said 
stray animals present several 
challenges, including public 
health risks and concerns for 
animal welfare.—APP

ESCO starts 
dispatching 
bills based 

on Rs 14 per 
unit relief

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) has started dis-
patching bills to domestic 
consumers based on Rs 14 
per unit relief announced by 
the Punjab government. Rs 
14 per unit relief would be 
given in the bills for August 
and September, said IESCO 
spokesperson in a statement 
issued here Monday. Domes-
tic consumers with sanc-
tioned load up to 5 KW hav-
ing 201 to 500 units would 
take benefit in their bills for 
August and September, it fur-
ther said. Under the package, 
some 1,071,632 domestic 
customers of IESCO would 
get relief, the Spokesperson 
said. The due date of electric-
ity bills has also been extend-
ed for the convenience of the 
consumers. —APP

Media must promote Pak
 ideology among youth

He also commended Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari for his outstanding leadership as President of the 
Chamber, which has significantly enhanced its reputation through his dynamic and visionary approach

dna

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan was 
founded on the basis of an ideolo-
gy and it is our collective respon-
sibility to keep this ideology alive 
and vibrant in the minds of our 
youth, ensuring its continuation 
and relevance for generations to 
come. The media, in particular, 
has a prime responsibility to play 
a pivotal role in this endeavor, 
serving as a catalyst to inspire 
and educate our young people 
about the country’s founding prin-
ciples and values.
This has been stated by promi-
nent philanthropist, vibrant busi-
ness leader, former President 

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and Secretary Gen-
eral United Business Group Za-
far Bakhtawari during a banquet 
reception hosted  in honour of a 
large group of senior journalists 
belonging to Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists ( PFUJ ) 
which visited Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
under the leadership of sen-
ior and well-known journalist 
Nawaz Raza. He observed that 
the country is currently pass-
ing through a critical phase, 
facing numerous challenges. 
Terrorists are hell-bent to cause 
harm, political polarization is 
intensifying and politicians are 
unwilling to engage in dialogue. 
Our adversaries are relentlessly 

hatching conspiracies to dest-
abilize Pakistan by attempting 
to create a rift between the na-
tion and its armed forces. Zafar 
Bakhtawari made a resolute 
pledge to thwart at all costs the 
enemy’s attempts to undermine 
our armed forces’ morale. He 
stressed that our army’s sacri-
fices are unmatched and it is im-
perative to support and boost its 
morale at this critical juncture. 
He cautioned that   demoraliza-
tion of a country’s armed forces 
can have catastrophic conse-
quences, therefore, it must be 
prevented.
He also praised the current 
government of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for its bold ini-
tiatives aimed at stabilizing the 

economy, particularly its efforts 
to control inflation, manage the 
dollar exchange rate, and regu-
late petrol prices, which are key 
indicators of economic health.
Nasir Qureshi, President of the 
Industrial Area Association and 
candidate for the presidency 
of the Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry urged 
media professionals to promote 
positivity among the youth, rath-
er than negativity, to inspire it 
to work hard and contribute to 
country’s economic growth and 
nation-building efforts.
He further stated that our youth 
enjoys immense potential to 
serve the country in the best 
possible way and all that is need-
ed is to instill a sense of hope 

and opportunity among them to 
prevent brain drain.
Nawaz Raza, in his remarks, lav-
ishly praised Zafar Bakhtawari, 
describing him as Pakistan’s Am-
bassador at Large in recognition 
of his selfless services to the 
nation in various fields and his 
generosity and hospitality. He 
also expressed his strong support 
for inspiring hope and optimism 
among the country’s youth, em-
powering them to effectively tack-
le the current challenges facing 
the nation. He also commended 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari for his 
outstanding leadership as Pres-
ident of the Chamber, which has 
significantly enhanced its reputa-
tion through his dynamic and vi-
sionary approach.

OPF set up PGFRC to assist 
returned overseas Pakistanis

Technical and vocational training, advice on job market trends and opportunities, ad-
vice on finding a job in Pakistan Entrepreneurship and start-up support, psychosocial 
support and information on the health system in Pakistan and information on living 

conditions, advice on getting microfinance and loans

dna

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of 
Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Devel-
opment has set up a Paki-
stani-German Facilitation 
& Reintegration Centre 
(PGFRC) in Lahore with 
an advisory desk at Over-
seas Pakistani Foundation 
(OPF) here at the head 

office. An official source 
told APP that the objective 
was to facilitate the return 
of overseas Pakistanis in 
terms of their skill devel-
opment in Pakistan’s social 
and economic fabric for 
gainful employment. 
It is being implemented in 
collaboration with Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internation-
ale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH and supported by the 

German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ). The 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) between Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internation-
ale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH and Overseas Pakistani 
Foundation, Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistanis & Human 
Resource Development on 
technical assistance to the 
facilitation & reintegration 

centre for Pakistani workers 
has been signed. This initia-
tive is helping to create more 
job opportunities/employa-
bility for Pakistani workers, 
which will improve econom-
ic development in the long 
run. The centre provides 
various services including 
advice on training and skills 
development.  Technical 
and vocational training, 
advice on job market 

trends and opportunities, 
advice on finding a job in 
Pakistan Entrepreneur-
ship and start-up support, 
psychosocial support and 
information on the health 
system in Pakistan and 
information on living con-
ditions, advice on getting 
microfinance and loans.

Sustainable 
relief 

provision to 
commoners 

is top priority
ISLAMABAD: Coordinator 
to Prime Minister of Com-
merce and Industries Rana 
Ihsan Afzal Khan on Monday 
said that the government  
was making efforts to pro-
vide relief to the people in 
the energy sector. Talking 
to a private news channel he 
said that a High Profile Com-
mittee was formulated to 
better tackle the issues of In-
dependent Power Producers 
(IPPs). Rana said that wheth-
er it was the matter of debt 
profiling of Chinese IPPs or 
the audit of other IPPs, the 
committee was looking into 
it profoundly. —APP

IESCO starts 
dispatching 
bills based 

on Rs 14 per 
unit relief

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) has started dis-
patching bills to domestic 
consumers based on Rs 14 
per unit relief announced by 
the Punjab government. Rs 
14 per unit relief would be 
given in the bills for August 
and September, said IESCO 
spokesperson in a statement 
issued here Monday. Domes-
tic consumers with sanc-
tioned load up to 5 KW hav-
ing 201 to 500 units would 
take benefit in their bills 
for August and September, 
it further said. Under the 
package, some 1,071,632 do-
mestic customers of IESCO 
would get relief, the Spokes-
person said.—APP

Islamabad: Federal Ministers Dr Musadik Malik, Abdul Aleem Khan, Muhammad Aurangzeb, Jam Kamal held a meeting 
with CEO of FL Smidth Mr Mikko Keto and Danish Ambassador H.E Jakob Linulf.



Tuesday, September 03, 2024

US swing voters China’s Ukraine 
peace effortsA S America’s two candidates prepare for the final phase of the US presi-

dential election, the unfolding process will be marked by day-to-day trench 
warfare and fluid dynamics that can alter the contest in either direction at 

any given moment, particularly the scheduled presidential debate on September 
10. US Vice-President Kamala Harris will aim to maintain the momentum she has 
gained since launching her campaign in late July and further build on the elector-
al bump from the recent Democratic National Convention. However, her honey-
moon period appears to be over as attention shifts from the rallies, optics of party 
unity and generally positive coverage in the mainstream media. Harris’ candidacy 
has breathed new life into a Democratic Party that appeared set for defeat under 
incumbent US President Joe Biden. Her impressive fundraising attests to this 
renewed enthusiasm, with her campaign raising US$540 million in the past month 
and US$82 million during the convention alone. Harris now gives the Democrats a 
fighting chance in the election, but she still faces an uphill struggle. Her approach 
so far could be summarised as sticking to the script and offering brief sound bites 
promoting a more positive outlook, while letting Republican nominee Donald 
Trump take the low road of personal attacks and negative rhetoric. Harris has 
largely steered clear of fielding questions from the media. She has declined most 
interviews except for a highly anticipated one with CNN alongside her running 
mate Minnesota Governor Tim Walz. Her acceptance speech at the convention 
was a carefully choreographed shopping list, providing a little something for every-
one. Kamala Harris confirmed as Democratic presidential nominee after ceremo-
nial roll-call There are lingering questions about who Harris is and what exactly 
she represents. In the minds of some voters, she remains largely undefined and 
untested. Improving poll numbers show her ahead of Trump in some swing states, 
though they could be seen as an uptick still falling within the margin of error. 
While Harris has succeeded in generating hype and enthusiasm around her party, 
she has yet to establish a commanding position over Trump. Furthermore, the 
Harris-Walz ticket is the most progressive Democratic team since 1988. By choos-
ing Walz as her running mate, Harris took the cautious approach to placate the left 
wing of her party and preserve Democratic unity. Her political career in California 
was spent pivoting between centrist and more left-leaning positions according to 
political necessity and circumstances. In California, this approach largely worked 
as traditional Republican conservatism is a dying breed, perhaps even extinct. In 
the presidential election, Harris faces the challenge of pivoting towards the centre 
and appealing to a broader section of the national electorate. Specifically, her mis-
sion is to put forward her solid centrist credentials to the thousands of independent 
voters in the small handful of swing states that will determine the outcome of the 
election. As for Trump, he must decide, critically, whether to continue his approach 
of making personal attacks – something he has done throughout his time as a politi-
cian – or take on Harris on policy issues. Personal attacks have long been his forte 
and are the preferred approach of his hardcore supporters. However, that might be 
too risky and a potential loser in an election that will be decided by a few thousand 
independent voters in swing states. These voters have no particular allegiance to 
either candidate or party. They could vote either way or decide not to vote at all.

T HE war in Ukraine took a new turn on August 6, when Ukrainian forces 
launched a surprising offensive against the Russian region of Kursk. 
This bold move, aimed at creating a buffer zone, was intended to force 

Russia to give up its territorial claims in any future peace negotiations. How-
ever, the immediate consequence was Russia’s withdrawal from any ongoing 
peace talks, escalating the conflict further. Amid such a complex and increas-
ingly volatile situation, China’s role has come under the spotlight, particu-
larly through the efforts of its special envoy Li Hui. On August 27, Li held a 
press conference to conclude his fourth round of shuttle diplomacy. His latest 
diplomatic mission, which took him to Brazil, South Africa and Indonesia be-
tween July 28 and August 7, coincided with Ukraine’s incursion into Russian 
territory. Observing the evolving battlefield dynamics, Li’s press briefing was 
scheduled during US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan’s visit to Beijing 
for the fifth US-China strategic dialogue. The timing of these events was tell-
ing, arguably highlighting the delicate balancing act China is attempting to 
strike between its diplomatic efforts and its strategic interests. During the 
press briefing, Li made a pointed but veiled critique of Western support for 
Ukraine. He expressed concern that the West’s lack of conditions for Ukraine 
to strike Russian territory with Western-supplied weapons was exacerbating 
the conflict, and emphasised that recent developments on the battlefield con-
firmed these fears. Li’s comments were a clear indication of Beijing’s stance, 
one that subtly shifts the blame onto Western powers while framing China 
as a responsible actor seeking to prevent further escalation. Central to Bei-
jing’s diplomatic push is the Brazil-China six-point consensus launched in 
May, which Li touted as having garnered widespread support from over 110 
countries. This consensus includes three key principles: preventing the con-
flict from spilling over, avoiding escalation, and ensuring that no side fans the 
flames of war. These principles are accompanied by suggested guidelines for 
peace negotiations, humanitarian requirements, and opposition against the 
use of weapons of mass destruction and attacks on nuclear facilities, as well as 
safeguards focused on maintaining global security and supply chains. China’s 
absence from the Switzerland peace summit on Ukraine was a reflection of 
these principles, as Beijing shifted its focus to building a broader consensus 
among Global South nations. China’s diplomatic strategy has clearly evolved 
in response to the challenges it faced in earlier rounds of mediation. After 
two unsuccessful rounds of shuttle diplomacy with Ukraine, Russia and other 
European stakeholders, China has recalibrated its approach. China rejects 
Nato claim of being ‘decisive enabler’ of Russia in Ukraine war In May, China 
initiated a third round of diplomacy with peripheral stakeholders, including 
Turkey, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. This shift sig-
nalled a move away from direct engagement with the primary belligerents and 
European powers, towards a strategy centred on mobilising the Global South.
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Pakistan in the SCO: Silent or strategic?

Red Sea operations sound death knell for US, Zionist crimes

Qamar Bashir

Hannan Hussain

C HINA has emerged as the prime driver 
and a leader of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) not only in the 

political, economic, and commercial sectors but 
also by providing the backbone of infrastructure, 
including roads, railroads, and air links. China 
has invested a total of $150 billion, reinforcing 
its broader Eurasian strategic sectoral develop-
ment. This figure includes direct investments, 
loans, and financial support provided through 
various Chinese financial institutions such as the 
AIIB and the Silk Road Fund. Seeing is believ-
ing. During my visit to China in August 2024, I 
witnessed the breathtaking development taking 
place at a neck-breaking speed, particularly in 
Xinjiang and Shaanxiprovinces, aimed at uplift-
ing the SCO. While the SCO may not yet be equal 
to, it is becoming competitive with other region-
al organizations such as NATO, ASEAN, the EU, 
and BRICS. With two superpowers, China and 
Russia, as the engines of influence, weight, and 
financial might, the SCO, currently strong in Cen-
tral Asia, is likely to expand its integration and 
scope to eventually become a global force. This 
will help balance Western influence, particularly 
in Eurasia, and serve as a platform for China and 
Russia to collaborate on regional issues.
During the visit, we observed that China has 
established sectoral hubs for all initiatives un-
der the purview of the SCO, including security 
(counter-terrorism, regional stability) through 
the institutional framework of the Regional An-
ti-Terrorist Structure (RATS). Economic coop-
eration is being advanced through the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), with China committing 
over $50 billion in infrastructure projects such 
as roads, railways, and energy pipelines to en-
hance connectivity within the SCO region. 
China has invested over $10 billion in the Digi-
tal Silk Road, focusing on digital infrastructure, 
including 5G networks, fiber optic cables, and 
smart city initiatives. It has invested $5-7 billion 
in developing logistics hubs, warehousing, and 
cross-border trade facilities. It has invested in 
agricultural R&D and joint ventures within SCO 
member states at around $2-3 billion, which in-
cludes funding for advanced farming techniques, 
seed development, and sustainable agriculture 
projects. Besides providing sectoral hubs for SCO 
initiatives, which we witnessed firsthand, China 

is also pursuing highly capital-intensive bilateral 
projects with other SCO member countries.  In 
Tajikistan, China has invested approximately $3 
billion in road and power infrastructure projects, 
while theKhorgos Gateway on the China-Kazakh-
stan border, a major logistics hub, has seen $2 
billion in investments. Energy and industrial 
projects in Uzbekistan have attracted about $4 
billion, and agricultural cooperation with Ka-
zakhstan has involved around $1.5 billion. The 
China-Russia energy cooperation, particularly 
through the Power of Siberia gas pipeline, rep-
resents a $55 billion investment, while the Chi-
na-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor has seen 
investments of $15 billion to enhance connectiv-
ity and trade. The dividends of China’s aggres-
sive integration with other SCO members have 
been immense. Since the formation of the SCO, 
bilateral trade and investment with its members 
have significantly expanded. Trade with Russia 
reached a record $190 billion in 2022, fueled by 
energy cooperation and infrastructure invest-
ments. In Central Asia, China’s trade with Ka-
zakhstan surpassed $25 billion. Uzbekistan saw 
trade grow to around $8 billion, complemented 
by Chinese investments in agriculture and indus-
trial sectors.  During our discussion, a key factor 
regarding Pakistan’s inability to fully utilize the 
SCO forum became clear. Pakistan, with its lim-
ited road connectivity, has failed to establish di-
rect road, air, or rail links with other SCO mem-
bers, especially Central Asian countries (CAC), 
Belarus, and Russia. Unlike other SCO coun-
tries, which have multiple transportation links, 
Pakistan’s reliance on the KKH as its only road 
connection with China makes it vulnerable to dis-
ruptions and limits its scope for increasing trade 
or engaging in regional transportation networks.
Pakistan lacks direct railroad connections with oth-
er SCO member countries, including the CAC. In 
contrast, China, Russia, and the CAC are connect-
ed via major rail corridors that facilitate trade and 
transportation. These countries are also connected 
through a network of highways, road links, and re-
gional infrastructure projects. Pakistan, however, 
has not yet integrated into this network beyond its 
bilateral connection with China through the KKH. 
While Pakistan has air links with China, it lacks ex-
tensive air transportation routes with Central Asian 
SCO members. Air transport between Pakistan and 

other SCO states is relatively underdeveloped com-
pared to the routes between China, Central Asia, 
and Russia. Pakistan’s limited transport links 
with other SCO members restrict its ability to ful-
ly benefit from the economic and trade opportu-
nities within the organization. CAC, Russia, and 
China can trade and cooperate more seamlessly 
because of their physical connectivity, while Pa-
kistan’s relative isolation limits its engagement 
beyond its bilateral relationship with China.
This lack of connection to Central Asian markets 
and other SCO member states means Pakistan 
cannot easily participate in the expanding trade 
routes that China and Central Asia are develop-
ing. This isolation reduces Pakistan’s potential 
role as a transit country for SCO trade and re-
stricts its access to CAC markets. Pakistan’s lim-
ited integration into the SCO system compared 
to Central Asian states, Belarus, Russia, and 
others can be attributed to geopolitical tensions, 
infrastructural and economic limitations, secu-
rity concerns, and internal political challenges. 
While Pakistan plays a vital role in China’s bi-
lateral strategy, particularly through CPEC, its 
integration within the broader SCO framework 
remains limited due to these complex factors.
China is making concerted efforts across all dimen-
sions to create enabling conditions for Pakistan 
through the bilateral platform of CPEC, providing 
a gateway to fully capitalize on the SCO’s opportu-
nities. However, our inability to rise to the occasion 
stems from a national attitude marked by lethargy, 
lack of seriousness, and a failure to harness our in-
herent potential. It is crucial that we move beyond 
the petty issues that drain the energy of our already 
strained state structure. Now is the time to proac-
tively enhance our regional connectivity, diversify 
our economic ties, deepen security cooperation, 
and take on a more active leadership role within 
the SCO. By leveraging our strategic position and 
engaging more deeply with other SCO members, 
Pakistan can maximize its benefits from the organ-
ization and play a stronger role in shaping regional 
affairs. The path forward requires decisive action, 
focused on long-term national interests, to unlock 
the full potential of our participation in the SCO.

Former Press Secretary to the President
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC, CEO, ATV

I N a stunning development, the total number 
of UK, US and Israel-bound ships has de-
creased substantially in the Red Sea follow-

ing “Israel’s” condemnable assault on Hodeidah. 
Yemen’s critical operations against Western ag-
gressors also appear to rob the occupation of any 
viable arrangement in the Red Sea to facilitate 
“Israel”-bound vessels, indicating the extent of 
internal panic.   Yemen’s highly precise respons-
es amid “Israel’s” raging genocide put the causes 
and consequences in perspective: the occupation 
thought it could violate Yemen’s territorial sov-
ereignty and somehow undermine the country’s 
ironclad solidarity with the Palestinian cause. That 
assumption has been shattered to the ground as 
Yemen demands an end to the raging Israeli on-
slaught. Moreover, rising panic among vessels, 
their companies, and associated Western interests 
suggest that continued aggression against Pales-
tinians and the Yemeni people is due cause for 
further unrest. First, US naval operations are al-
ready in complete disarray. Increased vessel flows 
to the region will only reinforce US support for a 
climate of aggression and impunity spearheaded by 
its occupation allies. Washington’s maritime opera-
tions effectively give “Israel” a carte blanche for its 
glaring war crimes, both within and beyond Gaza. 
The occupation assault on Hodeidah port is a proof 
point for all to consider: it was deliberate Zionist 
aggression aimed at jeopardizing Yemeni lives, 
as well as their food and humanitarian assistance 
hub. And despite these glaring Israeli crimes, US 
naval operations refuse to focus on the root causes 
of present belligerence in the region, choosing to 
aid Israeli crimes and targeting legitimate resist-
ance. These objectives are bound to backfire now. 

After all, Yemen strengthened its activism in the 
Red Sea in the wake of Israeli massacres and has 
been clear that an end to genocidal atrocities was 
key to ceasing hostilities. Rather than heeding 
these demands, Washington is embracing an esca-
latory path against Yemen through its discredited 
naval coalition. This is the same coalition that put 
a target on the back of many Western allies and 
so-called US maritime “defense” partners. Little 
suggests that reality is going to change. Look no 
further than the rampant demise of the coalition 
and its activities: Operation Prosperity Guardian 
(OPG) lacked regional support from the outset, 
and contributed to a rise in powerful, diversified 
resistance attacks since January. “Israel” feels it 
can benefit from US naval operations and use it as 
a cover to proceed with rogue strikes on sovereign 
territories, but that assumption has been shot to 
the ground. The occupation’s Eilat port was forced 
to do away with 50% of its workforce while econom-
ic losses from the Gaza onslaught kept pounding 
“Israel”. Other port losses have reportedly also ris-
en to multimillion-dollar highs. So, where are Wash-
ington’s tall promises of lifting confidence among 
commercial shipping partners, and preventing it 
from taking a nosedive? Lets be certain – giving 
Australia command of the discredited coalition 
won’t bring Washington and Zionist aggressors in 
the clear. Contrary to propaganda, Yemen’s capa-
bilities in self-defense, deterrence, and precision 
attacks have only increased. In fact, Washington’s 
own media machinery is testifying to the OPG’s 
grave failures and role in mounting threat percep-
tions in the Red Sea. Yemen’s sovereignty – like 
the territorial integrity of any state – is a glaring 
red line with zero compromise on defense. As long 

as Washington engages its allies to test these hard-
set boundaries, it risks unprecedented damage to 
its vessels and those that it seeks to protect in the 
interests of the genocidal regime. Interestingly, 
there is considerable regionwide alignment against 
Israeli atrocities. Sayyed Abdul Malik al-Houthi 
has already warned that Israel would face severe 
consequences for assassinating Palestinian leader 
Ismail Haniyeh, while regional supporters appear 
aligned against “Israel’s” unlawful, indiscriminate 
and disproportionate bombing of Yemen’s port city. 
“Israel’s” capitulation appears imminent, given its 
own role in opening up a multifront war through 
its genocide in Gaza. The Lebanese, Palestinian 
and Yemeni resistance have consistently pierced 
through occupation defenses, made considerable 
ingress into sensitive locations, and exposed “Isra-
el’s” bluster on getting a ceasefire through. Collec-
tively, IOF faces the formidable task of concealing 
its tactical and economic losses on more fronts than 
it can count. Moreover, IOF’s own presence keeps 
thinning out amid the Gaza onslaught. Battlefield 
losses and strategic disagreements also cut through 
any semblance of unity. These are all of the natu-
ral consequences of an illegal occupation that has 
sought to normalize bloodshed and export terrorism 
for a long. As “Israel” faces political disintegration 
from within, millions stand united in Yemen in sup-
port of Gaza, defiant against US-British aggression 
and Israeli crimes on their soil. In light of such soli-
darity, Washington’s unwarranted attack on Yemen’s 
missile system this week puts more targets on its 
back. Such aggression is not an attempt to “protect 
freedom of navigation,” as the US Central Command 
insists.  It is a clear declaration of escalation that no 
amount of US optics or naval adventurism can offset. 

China has invested over $10 
billion in the Digital Silk 
Road, focusing on digital 
infrastructure, including 
5G networks, fiber optic 
cables, and smart city 

initiatives. It has invested 
$5-7 billion in developing 

logistics hubs, warehousing, 
and cross-border trade 

facilities. It has invested 
in agricultural R&D and 

joint ventures within SCO 
member states at around 

$2-3 billion, which includes 
funding for advanced 
farming techniques, 

seed development, and 
sustainable agriculture 

projects. Besides providing 
sectoral hubs for SCO 
initiatives, which we 

witnessed firsthand, China 
is also pursuing highly...

“Israel” feels it can benefit 
from US naval operations 

and use it as a cover to 
proceed with rogue strikes 
on sovereign territories, 
but that assumption has 
been shot to the ground. 
The occupation’s Eilat 

port was forced to do away 
with 50% of its workforce 

while economic losses from 
the Gaza onslaught kept 
pounding “Israel”. Other 

port losses have reportedly 
also risen to multimillion-

dollar highs. So, where are 
Washington’s tall promises 
of lifting confidence among 

commercial shipping 
partners, and preventing 
it from taking a nosedive?
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ISLAMABAD: In a signif-
icant development, Den-
mark has expressed its 
commitment to contribute 
to the modernization and 
investment in Pakistan’s 
mining industry Federal 
Ministers Dr Musadik Ma-
lik, Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
Abdul Aleem Khan, Jam 
Kamal Khan held a meeting 
with the delegation of FL 
Smidth headed by the CEO 
Mr. Mikko Keto including 
Chris Reinbold, president 
mining products, Iqrar 
Hussain, global key account 
project manager.Ambassa-
dor of Denmark to Pakistan 
H.E Jakob Linulf were also 
present. FLSmidth is a 
leading technology and ser-

vice supplier to the global 
mining and cement indus-
tries. Its operations span 
the globe with more than 
9,000 employees, present 
in more than 60 countries.
FLSmidth has been active 
in Pakistan for the past 
three decades, and have 
contributed in the develop-
ment of cement industry 
in Pakistan with about 60-
70% of the cement plants 
supplied in Pakistan. In 
2017, FLSmidth opened its 
after-sales service office in 
Islamabad, employing a lo-
cal workforce that provide 
the full scope of cement 
plant services to custom-
ers in Pakistan. FLSmidth 
is also collaborating with 
one of the biggest Local 
Foundry for the manufac-
turing and supply of wear 

parts for the local market 
and export. Like cement in-
dustry, FLSmidth is looking 
forward to contribute in the 
development of a thriving 
and responsible mining in-
dustry in Pakistan. Federal 
Ministers welcomed the 
visiting delegation and ex-
pressed their commitment 
to facilitate the investment. 
Federal Minister for Petro-
leum Dr Musadik Malik 
highlighted Government’s 
focus on mining sector and 
remarked that these part-
nerships will not be limited 
to investing but diffusion of 
technology, trainings and 
capacity building, new ways 
of thinking. He further add-
ed that we are focused on 
competitiveness, establish-
ing small industrial clusters 
that would be able to stand 

on their own feet.
H.E Jakob Linulf apprised 
the Pakistani side that Paki-
stan is at a very high agen-
da in Denmark and there 
is  growing momentum. 
Recently, 75 years of Den-
mark-Pakistan diplomatic 
relations were celebrated. 
Denmark is willing to con-
tribute to mining industry 
of Pakistan and take part-
nership to new levels.
CEO MikkoKeto,who is on 
a two day visit to Pakistan, 
expressed his gratitude 
for the warm welcome and 
briefed about his companies 
interest in Pakistan’s min-
ing sector. He underscored 
the succesful collabora-
tions in mining with various 
countries of the world that 
would be replicated in Paki-
stan. FL Smidth has compe-

tence not only in technolgy 
but also operations. We 
have decades of experience 
in Pakistan, that will now be 
expanded to mining.  Feder-
al Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Muhammad Au-
rangzeb opined that having 
FL Smidth team on ground 
already makes huge amount 
of difference. Government 
will facilitate and support. 
Federal Minister for com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan 
said that Denmark’s part-
nership in mining will 
bear fruit for the econo-
my of Pakistan. Denamrk 
is an important partner 
of Pakistan and we would 
like to expamd this cor-
dial relation. Federal 
minister for privatization 
Abdul Aleem Khan re-
marked that investment 

from Denmark is very 
encouraging for Pakistan 
and will bring good re-
sults. Federal Minister for 
Petroleum Dr Musadik Ma-
lik mentioned that this visit 
will be start of many new 
collaborations. Other min-
ing companies of Pakistan 
will also be connected to 
FL Smidth group to explore 
new avenues. Focus wil also 
be on research and train-
ing. Mr. chrisReinbold high-
lighted that already there 
are programs for students 
for training and reasearch. 
Similar will be explored for 
Pakistani students.  Secre-
tary Petroleum Mr Momin 
Agha, additional secretary 
Mr  HasanYousafzai,DG 
Minerals Dr Nawaz and oth-
er officials were also pres-
ent at the occasion.

FLSmidth to expand their business in Pakistan
In 2017, FLSmidth opened its after-sales service office in Islamabad, employing a local 
workforce that provide the full scope of cement plant services to customers in Pakistan

Briefs
Taliban chief 
tells officials 
to enforce...

From Page 01
community and rights 
groups. Akhundzada told 
civil and military officials 
“they should implement... 
the law of promoting virtue 
in society”, a statement by 
the Information and Cul-
ture Department of Faryab 
province said. The reclu-
sive Akhundzada rules by 
decree from a hideout in 
southern Kandahar prov-
ince but made the order 
in a rare trip to northern 
Faryab last week, according 
to the statement released 
on Sunday. The new law 
prohibits women from rais-
ing their voices in public 
and requires them to cover 
their entire body and face 
if they need to leave their 
homes, which they should 
only do “out of necessity”. 
Men’s behaviour and dress 
are also strictly regulated 
under the edict, which in-
structs them not to wear 
shorts above the knee or 
to trim their beards close-
ly. Other parts of the law 
dictate prayer attendance 
as well as bans on keeping 
photos of living beings, ho-
mosexuality, animal fight-
ing, playing music in public 
and non-Muslim holidays.

IHC 
frustrated 

with delays...
From Page 01

The IHC addressed the re-
quest for release and repa-
triation of Dr Afia Siddiqui. 
The court session included 
the presence of Fozia Sid-
diqui’s lawyer, Imran Shafiq, 
and judicial assistant Zainab 
Janjua.  Foreign Secretary 
Syrus Sajjad Qazi, Addition-
al Attorney General Manzo-
or Iqbal Dogal, and Senator 
Mushtaq Ahmed were also 
present. Aafia Siddiqui’s 
lawyer, Clive Smith, partic-
ipated via video link.  The 
additional attorney general 
began by stating that fur-
ther information from the 
American lawyer was need-
ed regarding the judicial 
assistant’s arguments. The 
Foreign Ministry requested 
additional time to submit 
a report.  The court ques-
tioned Clive Smith about 
his role in fighting the case 
in the US. The court further 
highlighted that while an 
American lawyer was han-
dling Aafia’s case, the Paki-
stani government seemed 
disengaged and repeatedly 
requested extensions. The 
court questioned whether 
the ISI had allegedly hand-
ed over Aafia to the US. 

‘Govt
could save 
Rs30 bln...
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made to review five divisions 
at a time. He mentioned that 
a proposal was put forward 
to interview the heads of 
institutions under each divi-
sion. He pointed out ineffi-
ciencies, citing the example 
of three population-related 
institutions that have failed 
to control the population 
growth. He also questioned 
the rationale behind keeping 
organisations like the Pa-
kistan Gems and Jewellery 
Development Company and 
Pakistan Gems and Jewellers 
Authority, suggesting that in-
stead of shutting them down, 
they were inexplicably placed 
under the Ministry of Petro-
leum. Bengali expressed 
disappointment over the 
government’s lack of inter-
est in reducing expenses, 
noting that the committee 
recommended closing only 
one of the 70 identified 
state-run institutions.

Court 
extends 
Imran...
From page 01

and his wife, Bushra Bibi, 
in a new Toshakhana ref-
erence. The accountability 
court’s judge Javed Rana 
conducted the hearing 
of the new Toshakhana 
reference pertaining to a 
jewellery set gifted by the 
Saudi crown prince. The 
hearing was attended by 
the couple’s lawyers and 
the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) prose-
cutor. The new reference 
pertains to a case related 
to a jewellery set gifted to 
former first lady Bushra 
by the Saudi crown prince 
when Imran was the prime 
minister of the coun-
try from 2018 to 2022. 

Rain ends play on day 4 as 
Bangladesh eye historic win

The visitors are 42/0 and in control of the second Test
DNA

Rawalpindi: The rain brought stumps 
early on day four after Bangladesh score 
42/0 while chasing 185 against Pakistan in 
the second Test at the Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium. Zakir Hasan has been the ag-
gressor in the run chase, scoring 23-ball 
31 while Shadman Islam has scored 9*. 
Bangladesh need 143 runs more ton win 
the second Test as well as the series. Ear-
lier, Bangladesh bowled out Pakistan for 
172 after pacers Hasan Mahmud and Nahid 
Rana wrecked havoc, picking five and four 
wickets, respectively. The hosts started the 
day on 9/2 and had a decent start courte-
sy of SaimAyub and skipper Shan Masood, 
adding 38 runs. Ayub was the first man to 
depart as Taskin Ahmed took his wicket. 
He made 20 runs off 35 balls.
Masood managed 28 runs off 34 balls and 
was removed by Rana soon after. Rana 
managed to dismiss Babar Azam (11) and 
Saud Shakeel (2) in quick succession, leav-
ing Pakistan in more trouble. Babar’s poor 
run continued in the Tests as he now bat-
ted 16 innings without a Test fifty. Mean-
while, Mohammad Rizwan and Salman Ali 

Agha made valuable contributions at the 
back end. The pair added 55 runs for the 
seventh wicket. Mahmud was brought by 
Bangladesh skipper Najmul Hasan Shanto 

and he delivered by removed Rizwan and 
Mohammad Ali on back-to-back delieveries. 
Rizwan made 43 runs off 73 balls which in-
cluded five fours. Meanwhile, Abrar Ahmed 

departed after facing 12 balls for his two. 
Mahmud dismissed Mir Hamza (4) to wrap 
up Pakistan’s innings on 172. 
Salman added vital runs for Pakistan and 
remained unbeaten on 47. Mahmud reg-
istered his first fifer in Test cricket, be-
coming first Bangladesh pacer to take this 
many wickets in an innings in Pakistan.
Earlier at the end of third day’s play, open-
er Abdullah Shafique was routed for 3 and 
night watchman Khurram Shahzad fell for 
naught. On Sunday, Bangladesh’s Litton 
Das hit a defiant 138 and Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz 78 as the tourists recovered from a 
precarious position to post 262 all out af-
ter Shahzad bagged six wickets on the third 
day of the second test. Responding to Pa-
kistan’s first innings 274, Bangladesh were 
reduced to 26-6 and in danger of following 
on amid fiery fast bowling in the morning 
but Das and Miraz put together a 165-run 
stand for the seventh wicket to steady the 
ship. Das hit 13 fours and four sixes in his 
228-ball knock while Miraz, who claimed 
five wickets to skittle out Pakistan, showed 
his ability with the bat by hitting 12 fours 
and a six. Remember, Bangladesh lead the 
two-match series 1-0 after winning the Test 
series opener by 10 wickets.

Draper bids for first 
Grand Slam quarter-final

 

Sports Desk

New York: Jack Draper will aim to reach 
a Grand Slam quarter-final for the first time 
when he faces Tomas Machac at the US Open. 
The British number one beat Botic van de 
Zandschulp in straight sets on Saturday to 
match his best showing at a major - a fourth-
round run at Flushing Meadows last yea. That 
performance came during an injury-ravaged 
season and a year on, a fully-fit Draper believes 
he is in a much better position to go deeper in 
the tournament. “I feel very different to last 
year,” he said. “I think I barely played any ten-
nis in the year, struggling with injuries all the 
time, and then obviously came here. “I think 
I was still sort of very nervous and unsure 
before matches, whether I would get through 
this one, [thinking] am I going to cramp in this one? Am I going to break down physically 
in this one? “I feel very different now. I’m not waking up every day worried about play-
ing five sets.” He will face Czech Machac at around 18:00 BST on Monday. Draper has 
enjoyed a memorable year to this point, winning his first ATP title at the Stuttgart Open 
in June before beating Wimbledon champion Carlos Alcaraz at Queen’s a few days later. 
Machac, 23, beat Belgium’s David Goffin in straight sets to reach the fourth round of a 
major for the first time. The Czech won his only previous ATP Tour meeting with Draper 
7-6 (8-6) 6-1 in Geneva in May. The top seeds in the men’s and women’s singles are both 
in action during the evening session on Arthur Ashe Stadium. Poland’s IgaSwiatek is yet 
to drop a set in the tournament and goes up against 16th seed LiudmilaSamsonova at 
00:00 BST. That is followed by Italy’s Australian Open champion Jannik Sinner taking on 
American 14th seed Tommy Paul. Sixth seed Jessica Pegula of the United States opens 
play on the main showcourt against Russia’s Diana Shnaider. Daniil Medvedev, the 
only former New York champion left in the men’s singles draw, then faces Portugal’s 
Nuno Borges. On Louis Armstrong, Wimbledon finalist Jasmine Paolini takes on fellow 
French Open runner-up Karolina Muchova. Former world number one Caroline Wozni-
acki faces 22nd seed Beatriz Haddad Maia before an all-Australian clash between 10th 
seed Alex de Minaur and Jordan Thompson in the men’s singles. There is also plenty 
of British interest in the doubles with Joe Salisbury and American partner Rajeev Ram 
continuing their bid for a fourth successive title in the men’s doubles.

CJP Qazi 
Faez Isa not 
interested...
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next in line to become the 
country’s top judge. The 
speculations about CJP Isa’s 
extension gained attraction 
after the PTI sought an ear-
ly issuance of notification 
regarding the next chief 
justice of Pakistan (CJP), 
last month. While speaking 
to the media today, PTI 
Chairman Barrister Gohar 
Ali Khan said that the party 
has decided to oppose any 
amendment bill regarding 
the judiciary and all their 
members of parliament 
have been officially noti-
fied about it. “None of our 
MNA or senator will vote 
in the favour of the pro-
posed amendments. Every 
MNA has been individually 
instructed in this regard in 
the light of Article 63 of the 
Constitution,” Gohar said. 
It may be noted that the 
controversial apex court 
judgment of July 2022 on 
former Punjab chief minis-
ter Pervaiz Elahi’s petition 
prevents lawmakers from 
defying party lines in con-
stitutional votes, effectively 
limiting the government’s 
ability to secure additional 
votes through defections. 
Moreover, speaking about 
the matter of parleys be-
tween the opposition and 
the government, the PTI 
chairman said that a dia-
logue should be held. The 
PTI chief said his party has 
also clarified with whom 
the talks should be held.    
“PTI founder has given the 
mandate to hold the talks 
with political parties to 
Mahmood Achakzai and it 
is his prerogative to decide 
the point which should be 
talked on,” he added. Gohar 
further stated that if the 
party will consider any sug-
gestions presented by the 
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami 
Party (PkMAP) chairman. 

Info 
Minister...
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Responding to a question 
during Question Hour in 
the National Assembly 
this evening, he said for 
the first time in last three 
years inflation recorded 
at 9.6 percent as per re-
ports of the State Bank 
of Pakistan. Responding 
to another question, the 
Minister said three more 
NADRA centers, in addi-
tion to the existing five 
facilities, will be estab-
lished in South Waziristan 
to facilitate the people.   
Answering another ques-
tion, he said employees of 
closed departments will 
be either transferred to 
the new ones or compen-
sated through golden hand 
shake scheme.  

Imran Khan 
open to...
From Page 01

We are always ready for 
talks. We will speak with 
those who make the deci-
sions,” he added. Imran 
Khan also mentioned that 
his potential appointment 
as Chancellor of Oxford 
University would be a mat-
ter of pride for Pakistan. 
However, he stated that 
even if he doesn’t become 
Chancellor, it wouldn’t be 
an issue. He highlighted 
his achievements in crick-
et and philanthropy, not-
ing that he is Pakistan’s 
biggest philanthropist, 
having established two 
hospitals and two universi-
ties, with a third university 
currently under construc-
tion. Khan also claimed 
there were two upcoming 
entries in the Guinness 
Book of World Records.

Court Notice

UN envoy 
meets with 

finance 
minister

DNA
Islamabad: Mr. Muham-
mad Yahya, United Nations 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Pakistan, 
called on Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
at the Finance Division in 
Islamabad.  Mr. Muhammad 
Yahya briefed the Finance 
Minister on the work of UN 
and its agencies undertaking 
development and humani-
tarian assistance projects in 
Pakistan. He also shared the 
success of UNESCAP and its 
work on debt consolidation in 
middle income countries. Mr. 
Yahya noted that energy tran-
sition was an important area 
for possible cooperation with 
Pakistan.  The Finance Minis-
ter shared the commitment of 
the government towards pol-
icy reforms and sustainable 
economic development and 
appreciated the cooperation 
provided by the UN and its 
agencies in this regard. The 
Minister reiterated that cli-
mate finance and energy tran-
sition were essential areas for 
improving energy sector via-
bility in the country and wel-
comed the cooperation with 
UNESCAP in this regard. 

Gauff's US 
Open title 

defence 
ended 

New York: Coco Gauff's 
US Open title defence is 
over after she was beat-
en by Emma Navarro in 
the fourth round in New 
York. Third seed Gauff 
produced a disjointed 
performance to lose 6-3 
4-6 6-3 to fellow Ameri-
can and 13th seed Navar-
ro. Gauff hit 19 double 
faults - including 11 in 
the third set alone - and 
produced three in the fi-
nal game of the match to 
hand Navarro victory. "I 
lost in the first round the 
last two years and now to 
be making the quarter-fi-
nals is pretty insane," 
said Navarro."This is the 
city I was born in and it 
feels so special to be play-
ing here." Gauff was com-
prehensively beaten by 
Navarro just two months 
ago in the last 16 at Wim-
bledon. – Agencies

Gaza death toll 
in genocidal war 

approaches 40,800
At least 94,224 Palestinians injured 

in Israeli onslaught since Oct. 7, 
2023, Health Ministry says

GAZA CITY: At least 48 more Palestinians were killed in Is-
raeli attacks in the Gaza Strip, pushing up the overall death 
toll since last Oct. 7 to 40,786, the Health Ministry in the 
enclave said on Monday. A ministry statement added that 
some 94,224 other people have been injured in the assault. 
“Israeli forces killed 48 people and injured 70 others in three 
‘massacres’ of families in the last 24 hours,” the ministry 
said. “Many people are still trapped under the rubble and on 
the roads as rescuers are unable to reach them,” it added. 
Israel has continued its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip 
following an attack by the Palestinian resistance group Ha-
mas last Oct. 7, despite a UN Security Council resolution 
calling for an immediate cease-fire. An ongoing blockade of 
Gaza has led to severe shortages of food, clean water and 
medicine, leaving much of the region in ruins. Israel faces 
accusations of genocide at the International Court of Justice, 
which has ordered a halt to military operations in the south-
ern city of Rafah, where over one million Palestinians had 
sought refuge before the area was invaded on May 6. Over 
600,000 children in the Gaza Strip are deeply traumatized 
and living in rubble amid a devastating Israeli offensive, the 
head of the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) 
said on Monday. “Boys and girls around the region are going 
back to UNRWA schools except in Gaza,” UNRWA Commis-
sioner-General Philippe Lazzarini said on X.“They continue 
to be deprived of learning + schooling. Half of them used to 
be in UNRWA schools.” The Israeli army launched a brutal 
military offensive on Gaza following an Oct. 7 Hamas attack, 
killing more than 40,700, mostly women and children, and 
injuring over 94,100 others. “The longer children stay out 
of school, the higher the risk of a lost generation, fueling 
resentment and extremism,” Lazzarini warned. – Agencies

Uzbekistan’s open and 
constructive foreign...
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and good neighborliness among 
the states and peoples. Uzbeki-
stan has been active in authoring 
initiatives of global importance. 
New political initiatives in an 
open, pragmatic and construc-
tive spirit received support from 
the international community. At 
the initiative of President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, 4 important resolu-
tions have been passed by the UN 
General Assembly. Uzbekistan at-
taches great significance to coop-
eration with the principal interna-
tional organization of the world, 
which it has identified as one of 
the priorities of its foreign policy.
In the current intricate global cir-
cumstances, the role and respon-
sibility of the UN have been never 
been so essential as a universal 
institution designed to unite the 
efforts of member states to en-
sure peace and security, stabil-
ity, protection of human rights 
and systemic development at the 
international level in the face of 

increasing threats to humanity. 
Uzbekistan actively participates 
in the work of the UN and its 
specialized institutions, including 
the World Health Organization, 
International Labor Organiza-
tion, World Intellectual Property 
Organization, UNESCO, World 
Food Program, World Bank, 
IAEA and others. The Uzbeki-
stan-2030 Strategy defines the 
tasks of strengthening interac-
tion with Asia-Pacific countries, 
increasing the volume and range 
of exports to regional markets, 
and increasing the influx of in-
vestments into our country. 
Efforts are also underway to 
further enhance relations with 
the countries of South Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa, establish 
mutually beneficial cooperation 
in new and promising areas, and 
form transport and logistics cor-
ridors connecting the regions 
and allowing Uzbekistan to enter 
world markets. One of the most 
important tasks of legislative 
bodies in overseeing the coun-
try’s foreign policy is to improve 

the regulatory framework for the 
effective implementation of for-
eign policy and foreign economic 
activity. The role and importance 
of the bicameral parliament, the 
highest representative body of Uz-
bekistan, has increased in foreign 
policy more than ever. In recent 
years, the geography of interna-
tional relations of the chambers 
of the Oliy Majlis has expanded 
significantly, and cooperation 
with legislatures of other coun-
tries and international inter-par-
liamentary associations has risen 
to a new level. Thus, during 2015-
2019 there were inter-parliamen-
tary groups for cooperation with 
the parliaments of 28 countries, 
while in 2020 they numbered 43. 
Currently, the chambers of the 
Oliy Majlis have set up bilateral 
groups of friendship and cooper-
ation with the parliaments of 58 
countries. There is also a sepa-
rate inter-parliamentary commit-
tee for cooperation with the Euro-
pean Parliament.
In particular, in 2020, to further 
strengthen the role of parliament 
in the development of relations 
with foreign countries, the Ken-
gashes (Councils) of the cham-
bers of the Oliy Majlis of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan adopted 
the Concept of Parliamentary Di-

plomacy. The priority objectives 
of which are the development of 
cooperation with other nation-
al parliaments, strengthening 
inter-parliamentary relations to 
study their legislative experience, 
ensuring the active participation 
of the Oliy Majlis in the activities 
of international inter-parliamenta-
ry organizations, informing the in-
ternational community about the 
reforms carried out in the coun-
try and promoting Uzbekistan’s 
international initiatives.
In order to further improve co-
operation with the parliaments 
of foreign countries, Kengashes 
of the chambers of the Oliy Maj-
lis of Uzbekistan adopted a joint 
resolution on intensifying the 
work of groups and commissions 
of the Oliy Majlis for cooperation 
with the parliaments of foreign 
countries and expanding practi-
cal interaction. That is, the na-
tional legislature today has been 
entitled broad opportunities to 
promote national interests on the 
world stage, acting as a proactive 
participant in international rela-
tions. And the Oliy Majlis aims 
to further develop international 
and inter-parliamentary rela-
tions for the sake of maintaining 
peace and security and achiev-
ing sustainable development.
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The history of nations is often marked 
by the lives of extraordinary individu-
als whose contributions and sacrifices 
leave an indelible mark on the col-
lective consciousness of the people. 
Shaheed Baz Khan Kakar is one such 
towering figure in Pakistan’s recent 
history. A man of unwavering princi-
ples, deep compassion, and relentless 
dedication to justice, Kakar’s legacy 
extends far beyond his tragic martyr-
dom in a suicide attack in Quetta, Ba-
lochistan, on August 8, 2016. His life 
and work continue to inspire count-
less individuals, particularly within 
the legal community, his Kakar tribe, 
and the broader Pakistani society. 

Shaheed Baz Khan Kakar’s career as 
a lawyer was not just a profession but 
a vocation  driven by a profound sense 
of justice and empathy for the under-
privileged. Renowned for his legal acu-
men, Kakar was a jurist whose work 
was characterized by a deep commit-
ment to fairness and the rule of law. 
His legal practice was distinguished by 
his willingness to represent the mar-
ginalized and the poor, often without 
charging a fee. This selfless service 
earned him immense respect not only 
within the legal community but also 
among the ordinary people who saw 
in him a protector of their rights and 
dignity.Kakar’s legal philosophy was 
deeply rooted in the belief that justice 
should be accessible to all, regardless 
of their socio-economic status. In a 
society where legal representation is 
often inaccessible to the poor, Kakar 
stood out as a beacon of hope. His 
approach to law was not just about 
winning cases but about ensuring that 
justice was served in its truest sense. 
This principled stand made him a for-
midable advocate in the courtroom 
and a revered figure outside of it.The 
Kakar tribe, a prominent Pashtun 
tribe in Balochistan, has a long histo-
ry of valor, hospitality, and adherence 
to traditional codes of honor. Shaheed 
Baz Khan Kakar, by his actions and 
character, became a symbol of pride 

for his tribe. His life exemplified the 
values that the Kakar tribe holds dear: 
integrity, bravery, and service to the 
community.Kakar’s connection to his 
tribe was not just a matter of lineage 
but of mutual respect and loyalty.  He 
was deeply involved in the affairs of 
his tribe, often mediating disputes 
and offering legal assistance to his 
fellow tribesmen. His role within the 
tribe was that of a leader and a men-
tor, guiding the younger generation 
towards paths of righteousness and 
honor. The respect he commanded 
within the tribe was a reflection of 
his adherence to the principles that 
have historically defined the Kakar 
identity.The tragic events of August 8, 
2016, when Shaheed Baz Khan Kakar 
was martyred in a suicide attack, sent 
shockwaves throughout Pakistan. The 
attack was not just an assault on an 
individual but on the very ideals he 
stood for: justice, equality, and the 
rule of law. Kakar’s death was a sig-
nificant blow to the legal community 
in Balochistan and the nation at large, 
but it also served to galvanize those 
who shared his vision for a just and 
equitable society.In the wake of his 
martyrdom, Kakar became a symbol 
of the ongoing struggle against ter-
rorism and the forces that seek to un-
dermine the rule of law in Pakistan. 
His sacrifice highlighted the dangers 

faced by those who stand up for justice 
in a region plagued by violence and 
instability. Yet, rather than succumb-
ing to fear, the people of Balochistan 
and Pakistan at large chose to honor 
Kakar’s memory by continuing the 

fight for the principles he held dear.
In the aftermath of his death, Kakar’s 
brothers took it upon themselves to 
ensure that his legacy would not fade 
away. They established the Shaheed 
Baz Khan Kakar Foundation, an or-
ganization dedicated to promoting 
education, legal awareness, and com-
munity service in Balochistan. The 
Foundation’s work is a testament to 
Kakar’s lifelong commitment to serv-
ing the underprivileged and advancing 
the cause of justice.One of the most 
significant contributions of the Foun-
dation has been the establishment of 

several modern libraries across Ba-
lochistan. These libraries provide vital 
resources for students and research-
ers in a region where access to quality 
educational materials is often limited. 
By facilitating education and research, 
the Foundation is helping to empower 
the youth of Balochistan, giving them 
the tools they need to build a better fu-
ture for themselves and their commu-
nities.Lal Khan Kakar, the Chairman 
of the Shaheed Baz Khan Kakar Foun-
dation, has been instrumental in driv-
ing the Foundation’s initiatives. Under 
his leadership, the Foundation has ex-
panded its reach, touching the lives of 
thousands of students and community 
members. The libraries established 
by the Foundation are not just places 
of learning but also symbols of the 
enduring legacy of Shaheed Baz Khan 
Kakar—a legacy of knowledge, service, 
and empowerment.Since his martyr-
dom, the anniversary of Shaheed Baz 
Khan Kakar’s death has become a sig-
nificant event, not only for his family 
and tribe but for a large number of 
Pakistanis who view his life and sac-
rifice as a source of inspiration. Each 
year, on August 8, people from vari-
ous walks of life gather to honor his 
memory, reflect on his contributions, 
and reaffirm their commitment to the 
ideals he stood for.Kakar’s legacy is 
particularly significant in the context 

of Balochistan, a region that has long 
struggled with issues of violence, pov-
erty, and underdevelopment. His life 
and work provide a model for how 
these challenges can be addressed—
through education, community ser-
vice, and an unwavering commitment 
to justice. The work of the Shaheed 
Baz Khan Kakar Foundation, in 
particular, is a direct continuation 
of this legacy, offering practical 
solutions to the problems facing 
the people of Balochistan. Kakar’s 
legacy is kept alive not just through 
the annual commemorations or the 
work of the Foundation that bears 
his name, but through the countless 
lives he touched during his lifetime. 
His memory continues to inspire 
those who knew him personally, as 
well as those who have learned of 
his life and work after his passing. 
In a world that often seems to be 
losing its way, the story of Shaheed 
Baz Khan Kakar stands as a beacon 
of hope, guiding us back to the path 
of justice, compassion, and human 
dignity.As we honor his memory, we 
are reminded that the true measure 
of a life is not in its length but in its 
impact on others. Shaheed Baz Khan 
Kakar may have been taken from us 
too soon, but the flame of justice that 
he lit continues to burn brightly, il-
luminating the way forward for gene.

Shaheed Baz Khan Kakar was a beacon of courage, integrity, & service
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Tropical 

storm 
triggers 

landslides in 
Philippines, 

11 dead
Manila: Floods and land-
slides killed 11 people af-
ter a fierce tropical storm 
dumped heavy rain on the 
Philippines for a second 
day, officials said Monday.
Storm Yagi brushed past 
the Bicol region southeast 
of Manila overnight Sunday 
and was expected to make 
a landfall later Monday on 
the northeast coast of the 
main island of Luzon.  As 
a precaution, schools and 
government offices across 
the capital Manila were 
shut for the day, while fer-
ry services in affected are-
as were suspended and 29 
domestic flights cancelled 
due to the weather. Three 
people, including a preg-
nant woman, were killed 
in a landslide Monday in 
Antipolo, near the equally 
rain-soaked capital, city in-
formation officer Relly Bon-
ifacio told AFP. He said the 
bodies of four other people, 
all drowning victims, were 
recovered Monday in three 
other areas of the hilly com-
munity, hours after creeks 
overflowed overnight. The 
Bicol city of Naga was also 
hard-hit, with a man electro-
cuted as floodwaters rose 
and a baby girl drowning, 
rescuers said. The floods 
were above head height in 
some areas,” Joshua Tuazon 
of the city’s public safety of-
fice told AFP, adding that 
hundreds of residents had 
been rescued. More than 
300 people remained at 
evacuation camps Monday, 
with local officials saying 
the floodwaters in the city 
of 210,000 people were 
slow to ebb. Two landslides 
killed two people and dam-
aged five houses in the cen-
tral city of Cebu on Sunday, 
the local disaster office there 
told media— Agencies 

Azerbaijan’s 
ruling party 
wins polls
Foreign Desk

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s ruling 
New Azerbaijan Party (YAP) 
won parliamentary elections 
held Sunday according to ini-
tial results, winning the most 
seats.
Central Election Commis-
sion Chairman Mezahir 
Panahov announced the 
names of the candidates who 
received the most votes at a 
press conference.
According to the initial re-
sults, YAP, led by President 
Ilham Aliyev, won 68 seats in 
the National Assembly.
A total of 44 independent 
candidates were elected as 
members of parliament, while 
the Civic Solidarity Party won 
three seats, the Justice, Law 
and Democracy Party won two 
seats and the Great Azerbaijan 
Party, Democratic Reforms 
Party, Great Creation Party, 
Republican Alternative Party, 
Motherland Party, Azerbai-
jan National Independence 
Party, National Front Party, 
and Azerbaijan Democrat-
ic Enlightenment Party 
each won one seat. In a 
country with approximate-
ly 6,421,000 registered 
voters, the voter turnout 
was 37.27%. Azerbaija-
nis went to the polls for 
the seventh time to elect 
members of the National 
Assembly. 

Scholz urges 
German 

parties to 
isolate far 

right
Berlin: German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz on Mon-
day urged parties to avoid 
collaborating with the far 
right, after the AfD made 
record gains in two regional 
polls and his own coalition 
suffered a heavy defeat a 
year before a general elec-
tion. In the former East 
German state of Thuringia, 
the anti-immigrant, anti-Is-
lam AfD became the first 
far-right party to win a re-
gional election since World 
War II, taking around 33 
percent of the vote on Sun-
day.  The AfD was headed 
for a close second place in 
neighbouring Saxony. Ger-
many’s topselling Bild daily 
described the outcome as 
“a political earthquake”. 
Scholz, whose deeply un-
popular three-party coali-
tion received a slapdown 
in both states, called the 
results “bitter” and “worry-
ing”. “The AfD is damaging 
Germany. It is weakening 
the economy, dividing socie-
ty and ruining our country’s 
reputation,” he said. “All 
democratic parties are now 
called upon to form stable 
governments without right-
wing extremists,” he said in 
a message on Facebook.
Coalition governments are 
the norm in Germany at 
federal and state level, and 
mainstream parties have 
always ruled out collabora-
tion with the far right.
But AfD co-leader Alice 
Weidel said she believed 
the “undemocratic firewall” 
was untenable given the 
party’s electoral success, 
while fellow leader Tino 
Chrupalla said there would 
be “no politics without the 
AfD”.—APP

Nationwide 
strike 

underway in 
Israel 

Tel Aviv: A nationwide 
strike swept across Israel 
on Monday, intensifying 
pressure on Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu to 
reach an immediate cease-
fire and prisoner exchange 
deal with the Palestinian 
group Hamas. The General 
Organization of Workers, His-
tadrut, initiated the strike to 
amplify public outcry for the 
release of hostages held in 
Gaza. According to Israel’s 
public broadcaster, KAN, 
the strike has spread rapid-
ly across the country after 
massive protests the previ-
ous evening. Nearly 770,000 
Israelis took to the streets 
in cities such as Tel Aviv, 
demanding immediate gov-
ernment action. The one-day, 
which follows the recovery 
of the bodies of six Israeli 
hostages from Gaza, repre-
sents a significant escala-
tion by the Histadrut, reflect-
ing widespread frustration 
with the government’s han-
dling of the hostage crisis. 
In response, the Israeli gov-
ernment has petitioned the 
Supreme Court to cancel the 
strike, according to Haaretz.
The strike also affected the 
country’s main transpor-
tation hub, Ben-Gurion In-
ternational Airport, where 
flights were suspended for 
two hours on Monday morn-
ing. The closure, from 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., could 
have lasting impacts on trav-
el throughout the week. Avi-
ation officials warned that 
even a brief closure could 
disrupt flight schedules for 
up to 72 hours.— Agencies

France’s Macron accelerates 
efforts to break PM deadlock

French President Emmanuel Macron was to host former presidents Nicolas Sarkozy and Francois 
Hollande Monday as he weighed options for prime minister after inconclusive parliamentary polls, with 

one centre-left figure the apparent front-runner
Foreign Desk

Paris: French President Emma-
nuel Macron on Monday intensi-
fied efforts to find a new prime 
minister after almost two months 
of deadlock following inconclusive 
legislative elections, hosting two 
former presidents and two poten-
tial candidates. France has been 
without a permanent government 
since the July 7 legislative polls 
where the left formed the largest 
faction in a hung parliament with 
Macron’s centrists and the far 
right comprising the other major 
groups. To the fury of the left, 
Macron has refused to accept the 
nomination a left-wing premier, 
arguing such a figure would have 
no chance of surviving a confi-
dence motion in parliament. In-
stead, the president, who has less 
than three years in power, has 
happily run down the clock as the 
Olympics and Paralympics took 
place, to the growing frustration 
of opponents. But amid signs of 
an acceleration as France returns 
from holidays, Macron early Mon-
day hosted Bernard Cazeneuve, 
a former leading Socialist who 
headed the government in the fi-

nal months of Socialist Francois 
Hollande’s 2012-17 presidential 
term, an AFP journalist said. Ca-
zeneuve is regarded by commen-
tators as the figure most likely to 
be named by Macron, but his ap-
pointment is far from a foregone 
conclusion. His appointment is “a 
possibility but it is not a certain-
ty... an option but we must look 
closely,” a source close to Macron 
told AFP, asking not to be named.
                  Cazeneuve, 61, spent 
years as interior minister, includ-
ing during the traumatic 2015 
Paris attacks, and enjoys respect 
from across the political spec-
trum.  He is “one of those who 
seem to me capable of bring-
ing people together beyond his 
own camp,” National Assembly 
speaker Yael Braun-Pivet, a Ma-
cron supporter, told broadcast-
er France Inter Sunday. But the 
hard-left France Unbowed (LFI) 
was unimpressed. “I don’t give 
him a chance. He belongs to the 
old world,” said the head of its 
MPs Mathilde Panot. French 
President Emmanuel Macron was 
to host former presidents Nicolas 
Sarkozy and Francois Hollande 
Monday as he weighed options 
for prime minister after inconclu-

sive parliamentary polls, with one 
centre-left figure the apparent 
front-runner. Bernard Cazeneuve, 
a former leading Socialist who 
headed the government in the fi-
nal months of Hollande’s 2012-17 
presidential term, will also meet 
Macron during the morning, peo-
ple close to Cazeneuve and peo-
ple in the president’s office told 
AFP. Cazeneuve, 61, spent years 
as interior minister, including 
during the traumatic 2015 Paris 
attacks, and enjoys respect from 
across the political spectrum. He 
was “not asking (for the job of 

prime minister) but would do it 
out of duty” if called upon, peo-
ple in his circle said. Cazeneuve 
was “a responsible man of the 
left who would take into account 
the political but also the econom-
ic situation of the country,” they 
added. Any new prime minister 
must be able to survive a no-con-
fidence vote in the lower house 
National Assembly split almost 
evenly between the New Popular 
Front (NFP) alliance of left par-
ties, Macron’s centrist camp and 
the far-right National Rally. The 
left insists they have the right to 
form a government as the largest 
bloc to emerge from the July 7 
polls -- while still around 100 seats 
short of a majority of 289 in the 
577-seat chamber.                  But 
Macron has refused for weeks 
to name their prime ministerial 
candidate, 37-year-old economist 
and civil servant Lucie Castets.                  
The president says the constitu-
tion demands he ensure “institu-
tional stability” -- something he 
believes would not be guaranteed 
if Castets was immediately oust-
ed in a no-confidence vote. His 
opponents argue Macron is try-
ing to limit the fallout from the 
massive drop in support voters 

inflicted, aiming to prevent the 
next government going back on 
reforms dear to his heart. Macron 
was able to put off naming a new 
prime minister over the summer 
break as the French public en-
joyed a rare moment of shared 
enthusiasm around the Paris 
Olympics.                  But an Octo-
ber 1 deadline is now looming for 
a new government to file a draft 
budget law for 2025 -- something 
the caretaker administration un-
der Gabriel Attal, in place since 
July, cannot do.Any government 
will need to reach out across par-
ty lines to pass legislation in the 
divided chamber. Cazeneuve has 
earned support beyond the left 
by quitting the Socialist Party in 
2022 when it first formed an alli-
ance with hard-left party France 
Unbowed (LFI) -- as well as for 
his history of public service. is 
“one of those who seem to me 
capable of bringing people to-
gether beyond his own camp,” 
National Assembly speaker Yael 
Braun-Pivet, a Macron support-
er, told broadcaster France In-
ter Sunday. Anne Hidalgo, the 
Socialist mayor of Paris, also 
called him “credible and seri-
ous” on Saturday. 
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Geelani called ‘incorruptible’ 
Kashmiri freedom leader

News Desk

NEW YORK: Tributes were 
paid to Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani as an “incorruptible 
and conscientious”  Kash-
miri leader who valiantly 
struggled for the rights of 
oppressed people of Indian 
Occupied Kashmir at a con-
vention of Islamic Society 
of North America (ISNA) 
in Dallas, Texas, which co-
incided with his third death 
anniversary on Sunday. 
Syed Ali Geelani presented 
Kashmir not as a separatist 
movement but as a legiti-
mate struggle for self-de-
termination,”  Dr. Farhan 
Chak, a Canadian-Kashmir 
scholar who spoke on the 
situation in the disputed 
Kashmir region. Second-
ly, Dr. Chak said that Ali 
Geelani underscored that 
the nature of resistance 

necessitates fearlessness 
even in the face of death.   
More than anyone else, he 
said, the Kashmiri leader 
displayed exemplary cour-
age when in the heart of 
New Delhi, he called out In-
dian atrocities regardless 
of death threats, he said. 
Other speakers included, 
Imam Nur Abdullah of 
Sudan, former President 
of ISNA and Sardar Israr 
Ayub from Azad Kashmir. 
The event was moderated 
by a distinguished Ameri-
can scholar of Kashmiri Or-
igin, Professor Faizan Haq 
of Buffalo State University, 
New York. In his remarks, 
Dr. Ghulam N. Mir, Pres-
ident of the World Kash-
mir Awareness Forum and 
Chairman, Kashmir Diaspo-
ra Coalition said that Gee-
lani Saheb, said, “No po-
litical leader in the last 50 
years matched his  personal 

integrity and strength of 
character as Sayed Ali Gee-
lani.” “ Indian leaders used 
all types of temptations, 
and also threat of torture to 
dissuade him from following 
his path of resistance to the 
occupation and settler co-
lonialism over Jammu and 
Kashmir,” Mir said. “Their 
massive military presence 
and administrative machine 
in the occupied territory 
did not deter Geelani Saheb 
from facing them off.  Dr. 
Ghulam Nabi Fai, Secre-
tary-General of the  World 
Kashmir Awareness Forum, 
said  Ali Geelani  was a 
“scholar, intellectual, prolific 
writer and above all an incor-
ruptible and conscientious 
leader of Kashmiri political 
resistance movement.”  Dr. 
Fai added that Ali Geelani al-
ways stood for the religious, 
cultural and social rights of 
the minorities, citing his 

2009 press interview in 
which he said that that in an 
Islamic system, their rights 
were protected.  “Geelani 
Sahib’s approach towards 
the solution of Kashmir 
was realistic and practical: 
When asked whether he will 
support an independent 
Kashmir? Geelani Sahib re-
sponded, “According to UN 
resolutions, there are only 
two options -- India and Paki-
stan. However, if all the three 
concerned parties i.e., Paki-
stan, India and pro-freedom 
leadership of Kashmir come 
to consensus that Kashmir 
should become Independent 
as it existed on August 14, 
1947, we would accept this 
solution also,” Dr. Fai ex-
plained. Dr. Imtiaz Khan, a 
Kashmiri-American scholar,  
said that called Ali Gilani as 
an “illustrious and undis-
puted” leader of Kashmiri 
people. 

West has turned 
Ukraine into 

‘bargaining chip’
Moscow: Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Mon-
day that Ukraine has turned into a “bargaining chip” that 
the West is using to achieve its geopolitical ambitions.
“The main reason for today’s tragic situation in Ukraine 
is the deliberate anti-Russia policy pursued by the US-led 
collective West. For decades, they have sought total control 
over Ukraine … Ukraine virtually turned into a bargaining 
chip that the West used to achieve its geopolitical ambi-
tions,” Putin said in an interview with Mongolia’s Onoodor 
newspaper ahead of an official visit to Mongolia on Tues-
day, the text of which was shared by the Kremlin. Argu-
ing that the ongoing conflict in Ukraine has historical 
roots, Putin claimed the US and its allies “organized” 
the Maidan protests in 2014 that led to the ouster of 
then-Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych, defining 
it as a “coup.” Yanukovych was widely perceived as 
pro-Russian. Putin further argued that “millions of ci-
vilians” in the Donbas region have had to “survive 
genocide, shelling and blockade on the part of the Kyiv 
regime.” “The hatred for everything Russian has become 
Ukraine’s official ideology,” he also claimed. “What we see 
today is the natural outcome of the destructive strategy of 
the West towards Ukraine. On top of that, Western elites 
continue to lend large scale political, financial and military 
support to the current regime, regarding it as a weapon 
against Russia,” Putin went on to say.—Agencies 

Hasina becomes 
diplomatic 

headache for India
Web Desk

New Delhi: Four weeks 
after ex-premier Sheikh Hasi-
na fled Bangladesh by heli-
copter during a student-led 
revolution, analysts say she 
has become a diplomatic 
headache Hasina’s iron-fisted 
tenure came to an end last 
month as protesters marched 
on her palace in Dhaka after 
15 years characterised by 
rights abuses and opposition 
crackdowns. Bangladeshi 
students who led the upris-
ing are demanding she re-
turn from India, her biggest 
benefactor before her ouster, 
to be tried for the killing of 
protesters during the revolt. 
But sending the 76-year-old 
back risks undermining In-
dia’s standing with its other 
neighbours in South Asia, 
where it is waging a fierce 

battle for influence with Chi-
na.  “India is clearly not go-
ing to want to extradite her 
back to Bangladesh,” said 
Thomas Kean of the conflict 
resolution think-tank Inter-
national Crisis Group.  “The 
message that would send to 
other leaders in the region 
who are close to New Delhi 
would not be a very positive 
one... that ultimately, India 
will not protect you,” he told 
AFP. New Delhi last year saw 
its preferred presidential can-
didate in the Maldives lose to 
a rival that immediately tilted 
the strategically placed luxury 
tourism destination towards 
Beijing. Hasina’s toppling lost 
India its closest ally in the 
region. Those who suffered 
under Hasina in Bangladesh 
are openly hostile to India for 
the abuses committed by her 
government.        

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Yahya, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Pakistan, called 
on Federal Minister of Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb. —  DNA
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Uzbekistan’s initiatives will contribute to 
ensuring regional security in Central Asia

C entral Asia, thanks to its rich natural 
resources, strategic location, economic, 

transport and logistical capabilities, has al-
ways been in the center of attention of global 
and regional powers. After achieving inde-
pendence, due to mutual claims on borders, 
water resources and other issues, neighbor-
ing states were in very difficult and tense 
relations with each other. Sometimes it came 
to blocking roads, border skirmishes and 
mining borders, which gave foreign experts 
a reason for dire predictions about the possi-
ble “Balkanization” or “Afghanization” of the 
situation in Central Asia. A qualitatively new 
period in the region’s modern history began 
with the coming to power in Uzbekistan of 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev in 2016, who, as noted by 
the Special Representative of the President of 
Uzbekistan on Foreign Policy Abdulaziz Kami-
lov, “formulated a new comprehensive Doc-
trine of Foreign Policy... The goal of achieving 
‘zero problems with neighbors’ was put at the 
forefront. The conceptual basis of regional 
policy became the principles of the inadmis-
sibility of strengthening one’s own security 
at the expense of the security of other states, 
openness, pragmatism and constructivism, 
proactive dialogue based on equality, mutual 
respect and consideration of interests.”
In this context, it was deeply symbolic that 
Sh. Mirziyoyev made his first foreign visits 
after his election to neighboring countries — 
March 6, 2017 to Turkmenistan, March 23, 
2017 to Kazakhstan, September 5, 2017 to 
Kyrgyzstan, and March 9, 2018 to Tajikistan. 
By mutual agreement with neighbors, border 
checkpoints were resumed, the visa regime 
with Tajikistan was abolished, and some previ-
ously interrupted rail, air, and land transport 
links were restarted. In addition, on Septem-
ber 19, 2017 the President spoke at the 72nd 
session of the UN General Assembly, stating 
that “being in the very heart of Central Asia, 
Uzbekistan is interested in the region becom-
ing a zone of stability, sustainable develop-
ment, and good neighborliness. A peaceful, 
economically prosperous Central Asia is our 
most important goal and key task.” In his 

speech, the head of Uzbekistan also put for-
ward the initiative to hold Consultative Meet-
ings of the Heads of State of Central Asia. In 
the name of this goal, he also initiated various 
mechanisms of bilateral and regional interac-
tion, which launched new trends of rapproche-
ment and consolidation within Central Asia. 
Based on the importance of the tasks of en-
suring regional security and sustainable devel-
opment, the President in his speech proposed 
holding an international high-level conference 
on Central Asia under the auspices of the UN, 
which was held on November 11-12, 2017 in 
Samarkand. Later, following the conference, 
a special resolution of the UN General As-
sembly entitled “Strengthening regional and 
international cooperation to ensure peace, 

stability and sustainable development in the 
Central Asian region” was adopted. This doc-
ument for the first time at the international 
level consolidated the format of the Consulta-
tive Meetings of the Heads of State of Central 
Asia, supporting the initiative in the context 
of ensuring regional security in Central Asia.
The consistency of Uzbekistan’s policy in this 
area was also reflected in the speeches of Sh. 
Mirziyoyev at the 75th and 78th sessions of 
the UN General Assembly, confirming that 
the priority goal of Uzbekistan’s foreign pol-
icy will remain the movement of Central Asia 
along the path of consolidation and progress. 
In addition, in his speeches at the global and 
regional and other international venues, the 
President of Uzbekistan regularly put forward 

initiatives aimed at ensuring regional security, 
as well as turning Central Asia into a zone of 
stability, sustainable development and good 
neighborliness. In general, it can be noted 
that over the past seven years, the internal ge-
opolitical landscape of Central Asia has been 
reformatted, in which the prevailing trends 
have become towards increasing mutual trust, 
strengthening regional stability and security.
Through the joint efforts of all Central Asian 
countries, unprecedented progress has been 
achieved in resolving such sensitive issues as 
borders, water and energy, as well as overcom-
ing disagreements of past years with neighbors, 
who now undoubtedly view Tashkent as their 
closest and most reliable partner. On this basis, 
the long-awaited integration process in Cen-

tral Asia was launched, and the Consultative 
Meetings of the Heads of State of Central Asia 
mechanism has become an effective high-level 
negotiating platform for open discussion and 
removal of accumulated acute problems of 
regional cooperation. In this regard, experts 
from the European analytical center Special 
Eurasia S. Boltuk and J. Bifolki note that “a 
stable Uzbekistan, characterized by strong gov-
ernance and capable local leadership, has the 
potential to contribute to regional stability in 
Central Asia - a region that faces various local 
challenges.”  Having a strategically important 
location in the center of the region and sharing 
a common border with all neighboring states, 
including Afghanistan, Uzbekistan continues 
to pursue an open, mutually beneficial and 
constructive foreign policy, taking into account 
large-scale internal transformations in the 
country, as well as the dynamically changing 
situation in the world and the region. 
At the same time, the country also demon-
strates a commitment to the course of 
non-alignment with military-political blocs, 
not allowing the deployment of foreign mil-
itary bases and facilities on its territory, as 
well as the participation of the country’s 
military personnel in peacekeeping oper-
ations or military conflicts abroad.  How-
ever, at this stage, fundamental political 
and economic changes taking place in the 
world pose new challenges and tasks for 
the countries of Central Asia. In this re-
gard, on the sidelines of the VI Consultative 
Meeting of the Heads of State of Central 
Asia, which took place on August 8-9 this 
year in Astana, President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev once again emphasized the need for 
new collective decisions and joint actions 
of the countries of the region. Thus, Uz-
bekistan advocates close cooperation in 
promising areas that meet the interests of 
all countries in the region, including the 
sphere of regional security. In this regard, 
the intensification of cooperation between 
the countries of Central Asia will contrib-
ute to solving the problems of effectively 
confronting regional and global challenges.

Uzbekistan’s open and constructive foreign 
policy is based primarily on national interests

U zbekistan’s foreign policy is based on 
the norms and principles of its Constitu-

tion, the laws “On the Basic Principles of For-
eign Policy of Uzbekistan”, “On International 
Treaties of the Republic of Uzbekistan”, “On 
Defense”, the Military Doctrine, on the princi-
ples and objectives of the United Nations and 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation 

in Europe, along with obligations arising from 
international treaties and agreements of the 
country, ratified by the Oliy Majlis (Supreme 
Assembly). Adopted during a referendum in 
2023, the new edition of the Constitution in-
troduced a range of new norms that define the 
basic principles of foreign policy. In particular, 
as the Basic Law stipulates, in the internation-
al community, Uzbekistan strives first and fore-
most to cement and develop friendly relations 
with neighboring nations based on principles 
of partnership, mutual support and peace. In 
addition, under Article 17 of the Constitution, 
in its foreign policy the country shall adhere to 
the principles of sovereign equality of states, 
non-use of force or threat of force, inviolability 
of borders, territorial integrity of states, peace-
ful settlement of disputes, non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other states and other 
generally recognized principles and norms 
of international law. Article 18 stipulates that 
the Republic of Uzbekistan pursues a peace-
ful foreign policy aimed at the comprehensive 
development of bilateral and multilateral rela-
tions with states and international organiza-
tions. Mutually advantageous ties have been 

established with countries distant and near. In 
recent years, the Uzbek leadership has made 
more than 100 senior and high-level visits to 
leading nations of the world like the USA, EU 
countries, Russia, China, Japan, South Korea, 
Turkey, Iran, United Arab Emirates, among 
others. Uzbekistan has been active participant 
of regional and international organizations, in-
cluding specialized agencies and institutions of 
the UN, the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the 
Organization of Turkic States, the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, and the Economic Co-
operation Organization. The country received 
observer status in the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion.  For the first time in its history, Uzbekistan 
has been elected member of the UN Human 
Rights Council, and also successfully complet-
ed the task of chairmanship in the Common-
wealth of Independent States. In addition, in 
recent years, bonds with countries of the Eu-
ropean Union have intensified significantly and 
acquired a new meaning. Relations with the Eu-
ropean Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment were restored. Those with the major eco-
nomic, financial and investment institutions in 

the world, such as the World Bank, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, the Asian Development 
Bank, and the Islamic Development Bank, are 
steadily developing. Proactive economic diplo-
macy has become a priority direction of the 
new foreign policy of Uzbekistan, along with 
the vision of transforming Central Asia into a 
region of peace and tranquility, stable devel-
opment and good neighborliness. Uzbekistan 
pays special attention to the advancement of 
mutually beneficial interaction with adjacent 
nations and the consolidation of trade and 
economic ties with them. Thus, in 2022-2023 

alone, more than 150 top and high-level events 
took place in Central Asia. A unique mecha-
nism for development of regional cooperation 
– consultative meetings of heads of state in the 
region – has been introduced. Practical work 
has been underway to ensure trade, econom-
ic, transport and transit relations among the 
countries of Central Asia, security and stabil-
ity issues, those related to state borders, fair 
use of water resources, consolidation of cul-
tural and humanitarian relations, friendship 
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Human capital development is the main 
task of the “Uzbekistan – 2030” strategy

T he “Uzbekistan-2030” Strategy focuses on the 
creation of a modern education system in the 
country that meets international standards and 

promotes critical thinking, creative approach and profes-
sionalism. Granting the right to pledge the building as 
collateral for bank loans and the possibility of organising 
pre-school education activities in multi-apartment build-
ings or individual houses for the private sector created 
on the basis of public-private partnership’s had a positive 
impact on increasing the number of preschool institutions 
to 33,942 units and increasing the coverage of children 
aged 3-7 years with preschool education to 74.0 per cent.
An important aspect in the field of education is also the 
involvement of the private sector in the development of 
general secondary education, a clear example of which is 
the offering of 4.79 hectares of land for the construction 
of non-state general education institutions through the 
“E-auksion” electronic trade system, which will further 
contribute to the development of diversity and quality of 
educational services. In order to provide comprehensive 
support and increase the intellectual potential of young 
people, there has been launched a state service to reim-
burse the costs of international examinations for young 
people with high scores (35.6 billion sums have been 

reimbursed in the past period alone – as of 02.08.2024 
$1 = 12536.61 sums) and about 800 different contests, 
competitions and games have been organised for young 
people to spend their free time productively.
In order to train young people in modern knowledge and 
skills, as well as to create conditions for young people to 
work comfortably in high-income spheres, the courses of 
Coursera company (USA) were organised on the https://
uzbekcoders.uz platform. As a result, more than 215 thou-
sand young people were covered with the training. In or-
der to expand the coverage of young people involved in 
sports, competitions have been organised among young 
people living in mahallas in 11 sports in five stages, i.e., 
on the principle of mahalla-sector-district-oblast-republic, 
as part of the Five Initiatives Olympics. The approval of 
a plan of targeted measures for low indicators recorded 
in the Global Innovation Index, indicates the desire to im-
prove the innovative potential of the country. In the rank-
ing of the Global Innovation Index for 2023, Uzbekistan 
retained its position at 82nd place among 132 countries. 
An important aspect of the “Uzbekistan-2030” Strategy 
is also the development of the health care system. The 
health of the nation is the foundation of its prosperity. In-
vesting in medicine, creating modern medical centres and 
ensuring access to quality medical services contribute to 
the formation of a healthy and productive society. It also 
implies the creation of conditions for caring for the physi-
cal and psychological well-being of citizens.
Tangible work has been done in the area of health care, in 
particular to further improve the measures on maternal and 
child health and disease prevention: – 8.6 million women 
(92%) of reproductive age went through medical check-ups, 
2.2 million pregnant and lactating women received 308,116 
packs of iodine preparations, 5.9 million women under 35 re-
ceived 636,129 packs of iron preparations and 168,389 packs 
of folic acid; – 416,655 children aged 6-23 months in phase 1 
and 175,592 children in phase 2, received 53.3 million (pack-
ets) of micronutrient powders, 8.4 million children aged 3-15 
years received 847,371 packs of iodine preparations, and 6.3 
million children aged 2-10 years (99%) were dewormed. So-
cial justice and diversity also hold a prominent place in the 
strategy. Promoting equality, regardless of gender, social sta-

tus or ethnicity, contributes to formation of a society in which 
every citizen can fulfil his or her potential. In order to organ-
ize social protection at the mahalla level, provide social ser-
vices and assistance on the basis of an integrated approach, 
increase the targeting and effectiveness of social protection, 
a new system of providing social services and assistance by 
groups of social workers through the “Inson” social service 
centres has been introduced in 28 districts (towns) since 
15 October 2023. A unified national interactive platform 
Xotinqizlar.uz has been launched to study women’s prob-
lems and provide systemic solutions. Platform provides 
for the receipt of online appeals on existing problems, for-
warding them to the relevant State bodies for resolution 
and monitoring their implementation, providing online 
psychological counselling on matters of protection against 

violence and harassment, assisting in the employment of 
women, providing assistance with housing repair, housing 
provision, rental compensation, emergency medical assis-
tance to women with disabilities, etc. At the end of 2023, 
490,111 women’s problems have been identified through 
this platform, of which 472,458 have been resolved.
Thus, the analysis of the implementation of the “Uzbek-
istan-2030” Strategy shows that the government of the 
country is taking significant steps in the development of 
human capital, which is an important factor for sustaina-
ble economic and social development of Uzbekistan. This 
is not only an investment in knowledge and health, but 
also a strategic investment in the future, where educated, 
healthy and motivated people will be the driving force of 
sustainable development of the country in the near future.


