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Bilawal warns govt 
of consequences for 

‘victimising opponents’

Khayam abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Criticising the arrests of 
PTI lawmakers on Sunday’s crackdown, 
PPP Chairman Bilawal-Bhutto Zardari has 
warned the coalition government led by the 
PML-N of repercussions of victimising po-
litical opponents following in the footsteps 
of the previous Imran Khan-led regime. “If 
the government’s only job is to decide, who 
should we put behind bars today [because] 
Khan did this to use and spoiled the [polit-
ical] climate. If we repay in the same coin 
then you may be happy for one day but to-
morrow you and I will be in the same jail,” 
the PPP chief said on the floor of the Na-
tional Assembly on Wednesday. The PPP 
chief also slammed the former ruling par-
ty’s lawmakers for not respecting the par-
liamentary affairs and using the same con-
frontational tone in the house as they used 
in public rallies. “We decide whatever poli-
tics we want to do outside the house,” said 
the Bhutto scion, adding: “[...] However, we 
have [to play] a responsible role here.”
Stressing on respecting the parliament’s dig-
nity, Bilawal went on to say that if someone 
is a lawmaker then the individual will have 
to maintain a working relationship regard-
less of whatever they are saying in a public 
rally. The politico said that the PML-N is 
the ruling party in the Centre and Punjab, 
whereas, the PPP is governing the Sindh 
and Balochistan. He said that despite being 
an ally of the coalition government, his party 
has a difference of opinion with the ruling 
PML-N. “I have been criticising the govern-
ment’s economic policies but I sit with them 
in different meetings,” he added. However, 
no institution could function without the su-
premacy of the Constitution, he stressed.
Taking a jibe at PTI founder Imran Khan, 
Bilawal said that the former premier, who 
ruled the country from 2018 to 2022, had 
ruined the political environment. He 
clarified that he has no personal grudges 
against the PTI founder, adding that he 
also does not care about who jailed his 
father or his mother. Pointing towards 
the aggressive actions of the PTI lawmak-
ers, Bilawal suggested: “If your leader 
[Imran Khan] is in jail for a time being 
then it does not make any difference. You 
should fight his legal battle on merit.” 
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He said that despite being an ally of the 
coalition government, his party has a 

difference of opinion with the ruling PML-N

Calls for eliminating animosity

Briefs

NA adopts resolution 
to form body for 

resolving house issues

DNa / staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: In the aftermath of the 
alleged arrests of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) lawmakers from within 
the Parliament House premises, the 
government and the opposition on 
Wednesday unanimously adopted a 
resolution agreeing to constitute a 
16-member committee for resolving is-
sues related to the house.
The resolution, tabled by Federal Infor-
mation Minister Attaullah Tarar, called 
for the constitution of a parliamentary 
committee comprising members of the 
National Assembly (MNAs) from both 
treasury and opposition benches to 
discuss, analyse and propose recom-
mendations regarding issues related to 
parliament and its smooth functioning.
The development came as Speaker 
Ayaz Sadiq presided over the lower 
house’s session against the backdrop of 
heightened political tensions following 
the arrest of several PTI lawmakers for 
allegedly violating the newly enacted 
Peaceful Assembly and Public Order 
Bill, 2024 about the party’s public rally 
held in Islamabad on Sunday. Earlier 
in the day, the speaker had also sus-
pended the House’s Sergeant at Arms 
and four other security officials for the 
security lapse which saw lawmakers 

Continued on Page 06

Speaker suspends NA 
security personnel
Lower house’s 
custodian takes 
action against 

Sergeant at Arms 
along with four other 

security officials

faRRuKh shehzaD

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq suspended 
the lower house of parliament’s 
Sergeant at Arms Muhammad 
Ishfaq Ashraf for four months on 
Wednesday for showcasing irre-
sponsibility regarding NA’s secu-
rity. Furthermore, the speaker 
also suspended four other secu-
rity personnel for the said term 
over failure to ensure the house’s 
security which include Security 
Assistant Waqas Ahmed along 
with three junior security officers 
namely Obaidullah, Waheed Saf-
dar and Muhammad Haroon. The 

development comes as part of the 
aftermath of the political turmoil 
triggered after the Islamabad 
police arrested several Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lawmakers 
allegedly from within the Parlia-
ment House’s premises. The ar-
rests drew ire not only from the 
former ruling party but from the 
speaker as well who reprimand-
ed Islamabad Inspector General 
(IG) of Police Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, 
demanding the PTI leaders’ im-
mediate release. “What way was 
it to arrest a parliamentarian?” 
the speaker questioned the police 
chief. “Whatever happened in the 
Parliament will have to be protest-
ed. I have ordered all the videos 
[to be collected],” Sadiq remarked, 
adding that he would file a case 
against those involved in the in-
cident. The crackdown against 
the Imran Khan-founded party, 
which saw Chairman Barrister 
Gohar Khan, Sher Afzal Mar-
wat, Zain Qureshi, Sheikh Waqas 

Continued on Page 06

“Not issuing production orders was not 
right thing to do then [and] it is not right 

thing to do now,” says Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

Baloch 
assumes 

charge as 
33rd Foreign 

Secretary
She served as 

Pakistan’s Consul 
General to Chengdu, 
China, Ambassador 

to the European 
Union,Belgium

 

mahNooR aNsaR

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
Amna Baloch on Wednes-
day assumed the charge as 
the 33rd Foreign Secretary 
of Pakistan after her prede-
cessor Ambassador Syrus 
Sajjad Qazi relinquished 
the office on attaining su-
perannuation. A veteran 
diplomat, Ambassador Ba-
loch has held several im-
portant assignments both 
in Islamabad and Pakistan’s 
diplomatic missions abroad.

Continued on Page 06

IMO SG to 
make historic 
first visit to 

Pakistan
Visit of the Secretary 

General of the 
International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) 
to Pakistan

saifullah aNsaR

ISLAMABAD: The Sec-
retary General of the 
International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), Ar-
senio Antonio Dominguez 
Velasco, will visit Pakistan 
today from 12-14 Septem-
ber 2024. This will be the 
first ever visit to Pakistan 
by a Secretary General of 
the IMO.Secretary General 
Velasco will participate in 
the “International Maritime 

Continued on Page 06

'Charter of Parliament' 

Afghanistan announces 
kicking off work  
on TAPI pipeline

“From today the operations will start on 
Afghanistan’s soil,” says Taliban spokesperson

foReigN DesK

ISLIM CHESHMA: Afghanistan said Wednes-
day work would begin on a $10 billion gas 
pipeline traversing South Asia as officials 
joined dignitaries in neighbouring Turkmen-
istan to celebrate its completion on that side 
of the border. Progress on the TAPI pipeline 
— running through Turkmenistan, Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and India — has been repeat-
edly delayed because of security issues in 
conflict-ravaged Afghanistan. “From today 
the operations will start on Afghanistan’s 
soil,” Taliban government spokesperson Za-
bihullah Mujahid said in comments broadcast 
by Afghan state television. At the border cer-
emony in Islim Cheshma in Turkmenistan, 
officials on both sides, including Afghan 
Prime Minister Hassan Akhund, hailed the 
project. “This project will benefit not only 
the economies of the countries participating 
but also the countries of the whole region,” 
the President of Turkmenistan Serdar Ber-
dimuhamedow said in a video broadcast live 
at the ceremony. However, experts warned 
that the project — which is still not fully fund-
ed — is unlikely to be operational for anoth-
er decade. In the Afghan border province 
of Herat, a public holiday was declared to 
mark the occasion, with posters celebrating 

Continued on Page 06

SCO trade 
ministers 

meeting today
Outcomes of meeting will be 
reviewed during state heads 

meeting, scheduled for October 
15-16 in Islamabad

staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is hosting the 
23rd Meeting of Ministers of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
responsible for Foreign Economic and 
Trade Activities today (Thursday), ac-
cording to an official statement. “This 
important event, where Ministers of 
SCO countries dealing with External 
Trade and Commerce would be repre-
senting their countries, will be chaired 
by Pakistan’s Commerce Minister, Jam 
Kamal Khan,” the statement issued 
on Wednesday said. Trade ministers 
from all SCO member states, includ-
ing India, have been invited. Howev-
er, India’s trade minister will attend 

Continued on Page 06

PTI demands 
‘do more’ from 

speaker 
It was unprecedented 

that MNAs were arrested 
inside the Parliament 

House, says Asad Qaiser

DNa
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on Wednesday demanded 
‘do more’ from the National Assembly 
speaker to uphold the sanctity of the 
parliament. Talking to media outside 
the Parliament House, former Nation-
al Assembly speaker Asad Qaiser said 
that there is no constitutional govern-
ment in the country these days. “It was 
unprecedented that MNAs were arrest-
ed from inside the Parliament House,” 
said Asad Qaiser. On Wednesday, Na-
tional Assembly speaker Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq suspended the sergeant-at-arms 
and four other security personnel over 
the arrest of PTI leaders inside the Par-
liament House. The NA speaker sus-
pended sergeant-at-arms Ashfaq Ashraf 
and four security personnel for a four-
month period citing dereliction of duty.
Sadiq also constituted a fact-finding 
committee headed by additional sec-
retary. The Islamabad police had con-
ducted an operation against the PTI 
leaders, taking into custody all PTI 
members who had sought refuge in 
the Parliament House. Police arrested 
PTI chief Barrister Gohar, Sher Afzal 
Marwat and Shoaib Shaheen on Sept 9 
whereas it transgressed the parliament 
building and arrested PTI MNAs Sheikh 
Waqas Akram, Zain Qureshi, Naseemur 
Rehman and Shahid Ahmad Khattak 
on the night between Sept 9 and 10. 
“The parliament was attacked on Sept 
9 and constitution was also violated,” 
said the opposition leader Omar Ayub. 

Continued on Page 06

Fazl rejects 
govt’s claim 
of support
Says JUI-F will remain 

part of opposition 
and won’t support 
any legislation that 

undermines Constitution 
or democracy

mehtab piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: JUI-F chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman has 
rejected government claims 
that his party supports pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ments, stressing that no 
opposition party, including 
JUI-F, will back any legis-
lation that contradicts the 
Constitution or democracy. 
Fazlur Rehman met with sen-
ior politician Muhammad Ali 
Durrani at his residence in 
Islamabad late on Wednes-
day night. Fazlur Rehman, 
reaffirming his party’s oppo-
sition stance, stated, “JUI-F 
will remain part of the op-
position, and no opposition 
party will support any legis-
lation that undermines the 
Constitution or democracy.”

Abbasi 
slams govt

Abbasi also expressed 
disappointment on 
KP Chief Minister’s 

language in rally

DNa
ISLAMABAD: Awam Paki-
stan Party (APP) Chairman 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi crit-
icised the current govern-
ment, calling it unfortunate 
that oppressive laws are be-
ing enacted under the guise 
of democracy. In a press 
conference on Wednesday, 
Abbasi accused the govern-
ment of crafting tough laws 
to stifle opposition rallies, 
asserting that true democ-
racy is lacking in Pakistan’s 
capital. He remarked that 
members of the National 
Assembly and Senate are 
now answerable only to a 
local SHO and that political 
parties are subordinating 
themselves to police officers 
and deputy commissioners.

‘Charter of Parliament’ initiative: will it work?
If the speaker is genuinely appalled by the events of September 10, he should immediately file an FIR, just as he  
did in 2014 when Imran Khan and Tahir ul Qadri’s protestors attempted to storm Parliament. This is precisely  

what PTI has demanded of him: if he is truly committed to uniting political parties for the betterment of the  
country, he must demonstrate courage by taking action and holding the real culprits accountable.

Analysis 
aNsaR m bhatti

ISLAMABAD: The Speaker of 
the National Assembly, Sard-
ar Ayaz Sadiq, has proposed 
a “Charter of Parliament” 
aimed at fostering political 
consensus among various 
stakeholders, including the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI). Bilawal Bhutto, in his 

speech, emphasized that any effort towards politi-
cal consensus without PTI’s participation would be 
futile. But the question arises: why did the Speaker 

suddenly propose this charter, and why did all polit-
ical parties, except PTI, agree to it?
The answer seems obvious. The unprecedented 
“ransacking” of the Parliament House on Septem-
ber 10, 2024, by masked individuals left everyone 
shocked. The Speaker, as the custodian of the 
House, bears responsibility for the safety of its 
members. The fact that members of Parliament 
were arrested from within the National Assembly 
premises was a particularly troubling develop-
ment. No one expected that those who consider 
themselves above the law would go so far as to 
violate the sanctity of the Parliament itself.
In an attempt to mitigate the humiliation caused 
by these events and the arrests of parliamentar-
ians within the House, the Speaker, it appears, 

proposed the so-called “Charter of Parliament” as 
a means of diverting attention.
In justifying the proposal, Speaker Ayaz Sadiq 
suggested that if the leaderships are uninterest-
ed in such an arrangement, then members should 
move forward on their own. However, one must 
question whether Ayaz Sadiq, a long-time ally of 
Nawaz Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif, could truly act 
independently of their influence. Is he capable 
of disregarding their directives? The answer is 
likely no, which raises the suspicion that this pro-
posal is merely a political maneuver designed for 
face-saving purposes rather than a genuine effort 
toward political unity. If the speaker is genuine-
ly appalled by the events of September 10, he 
should immediately file an FIR, just as he did in 

2014 when Imran Khan and Tahir ul Qadri’s pro-
testors attempted to storm Parliament. 
This is precisely what PTI has demanded of him: 
if he is truly committed to uniting political par-
ties for the betterment of the country, he must 
demonstrate courage by taking action and hold-
ing the real culprits accountable.
The prospects for the success of the Charter of 
Parliament appear quite bleak. Both the PPP and 
PML-N have a history of signing similar agree-
ments, such as the Charter of Democracy, but fail-
ing to honor their commitments. As a result, the 
Charter of Democracy never truly materialized. 
One particularly interesting clause in that charter 
was a pledge by both parties to never form a gov-
ernment with the help of the Establishment!!
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Ambassador Dr. Jemal inaugurates 
Consulate of Ethiopia in Karachi

Karachi is a business hub as well as the cultural center of Pakistan,  
the Ambassador said, adding the Consulate opening would not only give 
 a major boost to the bilateral trade, but also bolster people-to-people 

 contacts between the two countries

DNa

H. E. Dr. Jemal Beker Abdula, 
Special Envoy and Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
has inaugurated the Honorary 
Consulate of Ethiopia in Karachi 
which will further strengthen 
the already flourishing bilateral 
ties between the two countries.
Talking to the media, the Am-
bassador congratulated H. E. 
Ibrahim Tawab, Honorary Con-
sul of Ethiopia in Karachi, on his 
appointment and opening of the 
Consulate.
Karachi is a business hub as well 
as the cultural center of Paki-
stan, the Ambassador said, add-
ing the Consulate opening would 
not only give a major boost to 
the bilateral trade, but also bol-
ster people-to-people contacts 
between the two countries.He 
said the Embassy of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethio-
pia in Pakistan has been play-
ing a pivotal role in Look Africa 
and Engage Africa Policy, con-
tributing massively to connect 
Pakistan with Africa.  The Gov-
ernment of the FDR Ethiopia 
first established its Mission in 
Islamabad in 2022, brought the 
Ethiopian Airlines in 2023 and 
this year opened the Honorary 

Consulate in Karachi, he added. 
On the occasion, H.E. Ibrahim 

Tawab highlighted the extraordi-
nary business, trade and invest-

ment opportunities in Ethiopia.
He lauded the vision of H. E. Dr. 

Jemal Beker for promoting trade 
ties of Pakistan and Africa.

Govt. creating balance between 
resources, expenditures: Ahsan

DNa

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal on 
Wednesday said the in-
cumbent government was 
making its best possible 
efforts to create a balance 
between available resourc-
es and existing expendi-
tures aimed at avoiding 
the debt quagmire.
“Without creating this bal-
ance, it will be impossible 
to come out of it, if stuck,” 
the minister said in a tel-
evised address during a 
meeting he chaired on 
projects executed under 
the Public Sector Develop-
ment Program (PSDP).
He said if the development 

budget relied on borrowed 
money, it was the respon-
sibility of everyone to en-
sure its transparent utili-
zation, without allowing 
any leakage or misuse.
Ahsan Iqbal directed all 
Principal Accounting Of-
ficers to exercise zero tol-
erance against any leakage 
or misuse of the resources 
allocated for development 
projects. “Funds must be 
utilized for their intended 
purpose,” he stressed.
Regarding the incorpora-
tion of development pro-
jects in the next PSDP, 
the Planning minister 
instructed the relevant 
authorities to review the 
development portfolio 
and prioritize ‘advanced 
stage’ projects that have 

completed 70 percent of 
their work. Additionally, 
he specified that ‘high im-
pact’ national priority pro-
jects should be given sec-
ond priority, and all ‘low 
priority projects’ should 
be capped unless the nec-
essary resources become 
available.
He said had the policies 
introduced by the PML-N 
government in its previ-
ous tenures continued, 
the country’s develop-
ment budget would now 
be around Rs3,000 billion, 
compared to the exist-
ing PSDP size of around 
Rs1100 billion against 
Rs29,00 billion demands 
of the ministries.
He criticized that almost 
40 percent of the federal 

government’s total PSDP 
allocations were diverted 
to street-level projects of 
provinces during 2018-22, 
compared to only 14 per-
cent during 2013-18.
He pointed out that due to 
mismanagement and inef-
ficiency, the previous gov-
ernment allowed undue 
emphasis on street/local 
level projects, consuming 
40 percent of the share 
and leaving the country 
with only 60 percent of 
resources to execute pro-
jects of national impor-
tance and debt payments.
He said the country was in 
dire need of judicious utili-
zation of available resourc-
es to put it on a sustain-
able path of development 
and prosperity.

Sindh govt approves 12 new 
high-yield crop varieties

KARACHI: In a significant 
move towards boosting ag-
ricultural productivity, the 
Sindh government has ap-
proved 12 innovative crop 
varieties including cotton, 
wheat, mustard,and ber de-
veloped by the province’s 
leading agricultural scien-
tists. During the 36th piv-
otal meeting of the Sindh 
Seed Council, chaired by 
the Sindh Minister for Agri-
culture Sardar Muhammad 
Bux Khan Mahar these crop 
varieties were introduced. 
The council approved key 
varieties such as CRS 644, 
CRS 674, CRS 682, the 
latest BT 2021, and Mian 
Resham non-BT cotton, 
as well as IV-3, Urooj 22, 
Akbar 19, Subhani 21, and 
a new pasta wheat variety. 
Mustard variety Kizola and 
ber variety Lemai Golo also 
received approval. Farmers 
voiced strong concerns dur-
ing the meeting, highlight-
ing the financial devasta-
tion caused by substandard 
rice seeds from a province, 
leading to millions in losses 

for Sindh’s farmers. Taking 
swift action, Minister Ma-
har ordered a thorough in-
vestigation and demanded 
an immediate report on the 
issue. Mahar acknowledged 
that while there have been 
improvements in the agri-
cultural sector, more needs 
to be done to address exist-
ing weaknesses. “We will 
only approve new crop va-
rieties after thorough con-
sultations with farmers,” 
he said, emphasizing the 
government’s commitment 
to farmers’ welfare. Mahar 
also announced the upcom-
ing Seed Act, which aims to 
curb counterfeit agricultural 
products and hold fraudulent 
companies accountable. He 
warned that climate change 
is posing serious threats to 
agricultural progress, with 
farmers bearing the brunt 
of natural disasters. He 
urged agricultural experts 
to intensify their research 
efforts, aligning their work 
with the changing environ-
mental conditions to safe-
guard the sector’s future. Di-

rector General of Research 
Mazhar Keerio praised the 
newly developed varieties, 
stating they were the result 
of cutting-edge scientific 
methods. “These crops will 
not only boost Sindh’s ag-
ricultural output but also 
push the province toward 
self-sufficiency in key crops,” 
he said. Farmer leader Na-
deem Shah echoed this 
sentiment, expressing opti-
mism that Sindh will soon 
achieve self-sufficiency 
in cotton and wheat. The 
meeting was attended by of-
ficials including Agriculture 
Secretary Rafique Ahmed 
Buriro, DG of Research 
Mazhar Keerio, DG of Fed-
eral Seed Certification, rep-
resentatives from leading 
seed companies, DG of 
Agriculture Munir Ahmed 
Jumani and others. This 
strategic approval marks 
a new chapter in Sindh’s 
agricultural development, 
laying the groundwork 
for a more prosperous 
and self-reliant farming 
sector.—APP

Governor, CM 
visit Mazar-e-

Quaid 
KARACHI: Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Khan Tessori 
and Chief Minister Syed 
Murad Ali Shah along with 
members of the provincial 
cabinet visited Mausoleum 
of the father of the nation 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah and paid homage 
to him on his 76th death 
anniversary. Kamran Khan 
Tessori and Syed Murad 
Ali Shah offered Fateha 
and laid floral wreaths on 
the shrine and prayed for 
the prosperity and develop-
ment of the country and the 
province. They also penned 
comments on visitors’ book 
to pay tribute to Quaid on 
his struggle for creation of 
separate homeland for the 
Muslims of the Sub Con-
tinent. Speaking to media 
after paying homage to the 
father of the nation, Sindh 
Governor said there was 
dire need to follow Quaid’s 
principles of unity, firmness 
and discipline so that coun-
try could be taken to the 
right track. He said Quaid 
was a brave and principled 
leader who always remained 
committed to democratic 
principles throughout his 
life. He said as per Quaid’s 
ideology, extremism has no 
place in the country. Gov-
ernor Tessori said present 
government was deter-
mined to make the country 
Quaid’s Pakistan.—APP

Physiotherapy 
part and parcel 

of modern 
medical science: 

Dr. Ilyas
PESHAWAR: In order to 
mark the World Physio-
therapy Day, the College 
of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation (CPMR) 
on Tuesday organized one 
day seminar at Paraplegic 
Center Peshawar (PCP) 
focusing on the theme of 
low back pain manage-
ment.  The seminar, held at 
CPMR Hall, was attended 
by senior physiotherapists, 
faculty members, staff and 
large number of physio-
therapy students. Dr. Syed 
Muhammad Ilyas Chief 
Executive PCP, addressed 
as chief guest wherein he 
asserted that physiotherapy 
is essential component of 
modern medical sciences, 
enabling millions of physi-
cally disabled individuals to 
recover without the use of 
medicine. He stressed that 
many people suffering from 
spinal cord injuries and 
various forms of back pain 
can only find relief through 
physiotherapy, rather than 
relying on medicines. Dr. 
Ilyas also pointed out that 
without proper treatment, 
these individuals would 
otherwise remain a burden 
on their families and socie-
ty. Dr. Amir Zeb, Director 
Rehabilitation, emphasized 
that 619 million people 
worldwide suffer from back 
pain, significantly reducing 
national productivity.—APP

SUPARCO 
announces 

Poster 
Competition 
on “Space 

Travel” 
theme

ISLAMABAD: Space and 
Upper Atmosphere Re-
search Commission (SU-
PARCO) has announced 
the Poster Making Contest 
2024 for students across the 
country under the theme of 
“Space Travel”, to showcase 
their creativity and skills. 
Each year SUPARCO ar-
ranges Poster Competition 
as part of its participation 
in the Asia-Pacific Regional 
Space Agency Forum (APR-
SAF). According to an official 
of SUPARCO, the contest 
is open to students aged 6 
to 12, with eligibility deter-
mined based on birth dates 
between January 1, 2012, 
and December 31, 2018. Stu-
dents from various schools 
across the country are en-
couraged to participate, 
with each school allowed to 
submit up to three posters. 
About the guidelines, the offi-
cial informed that the partici-
pants must adhere to specific 
guidelines to ensure their 
entries qualify for considera-
tion. Each poster must be the 
work of a single student and 
be submitted through their 
respective schools. The dead-
line for submission is set for 
September 20, 2024, and no 
late entries will be accepted. 
It is crucial for participants 
to follow the instructions 
carefully, including attach-
ing a fully completed sub-
mission form to the back 
of the poster and ensuring 
no personal information 
appears on the front.—APP

NESPAK supervising Wagha 
Check Post up-gradation

LAHORE):The Punjab government is busy giving a new look to the joint check post at Wagha Border along the interna-
tional border with India. Currently, work is in progress on the project under the supervision of NESPAK and expected to 
be completed by December 2025.  A NESPAK spokesman told media here Tuesday that  the prestigious “Expansion of 
Joint Check Post Wagha” project is aimed at enhancing security, facilities, and tourism infrastructure at the Wahga Border 
crossing. The project’s estimated cost is Rs 3,000 million, funded by the Punjab government, and Works Department of Paki-
stan Rangers Punjab is acting as the client. Recently, Zargham Eshaq Khan, Managing Director of NESPAK, along with Rana 
Dawood, Executive Vice President of NESPAK, visited the expansion site of Wagha Check Post. They were warmly welcomed 
by Zulfiqar Ali Tariq, Project Manager, along with the NESPAK supervision team, representatives of Pakistan Rangers Punjab, 
and the contractor, Ms. Shahid Builders. During the visit, Zargham Eshaq Khan thoroughly inspected the site, assessing all po-
tential risks related to Health, Safety, and Environment (HSE). He inquired about the detailed working methodology and project 
progress. Mr. Khan emphasized the importance of identifying all critical activities and calculating zero float to ensure timely 
completion of the project. He also directed a detailed radiography of the Pakistan flag to identify all potential risks associated 
with the relocation of the 410-feet high Pakistan pole at Wagha. Construction work officially commenced on June 10, 2024. The 
project’s duration is 18 months, with a phased completion approach to ensure minimal disruption to border operations. The 
expansion will increase spectator capacity from 8,000 to 24,000, featuring notable additions such as a state-of-the-art historical 
museum showcasing the history of the Wagah Border and its significance. Modern waiting lounges with amenities for travelers 
and tourists. A green room for VVIPs and dignitaries. The project involves relocating and increasing the height of the world’s 5th 
tallest flagpole from 115 to 135 meters, making it the world’s 3rd highest flagpole. The flagpole will be designed to withstand 
extreme weather conditions and will be illuminated at night, making it an iconic landmark. The building’s design draws inspi-
ration from the crescent and star, symbolizing the historic significance and cultural heritage of the Wagah Border. The design 
also incorporates sustainable and energy-efficient features. Principal Architect Zulfiqar Ali Tariq from the A&P Division 
at NESPAK House will oversee the project’s execution, ensuring timely completion and quality assurance as Project 
Manager. Meanwhile, Pakistan Rangers strategized an expansion to tackle the issue of limited space, which previously 
accommodated 8,000 - 9,000 spectators. As per new plan, the sitting capacity of spectators will be increased. Under the 
new plan, the capacity will be increased to hold between 20,000 - 22,000 people.—DNA

‘Maryam Ki 
Dastak’ extended 

to 11 districts
LAHORE: On the directives of Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif, the ‘Maryam Ki Dastak’ initiative has ex-
tended its reach to 11 districts, now providing 60 plus 
services directly at citizens’ doorsteps. The initiative, aims 
to improve public service delivery, allow residents to avail 
a range of services without visiting government offices. 
Through the ‘Dastak Doorstep Delivery App’, developed 
by the Punjab Information Technology Board (PITB), 
citizens can now avail various services including Birth 
Certificates, FIR copies, Marriage Certificates, Learn-
er’s Driving License, Vehicle Ownership Transfers, 
Property Tax Payments, e-Stamping, and International 
Driving License Renewal, Police Character Certificates, 
Tenant Registration, Token Tax Payments, and General 
Police Verifications and many more. In this regard, PITB 
Chairman Faisal Yousaf said, “The Maryam Ki Dastak 
initiative has provided significant relief to various seg-
ments of society, including women, the elderly, sick, 
and working individuals, by eliminating the need to vis-
it offices or stand in long queues.” He highlighted that 
the program is promoting a modern, innovative service 
delivery model. “We plan to extend the scope of these 
services across province by the end of 2024, making it 
even easier for citizens to access vital services from the 
comfort of their homes,” he added.  It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the scope of the initiative has been extended 
to Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Multan, 
Bahawalpur, Dera Ghazi Khan, Sargodha, Sahiwal, Okara, 
and Pakpattan. Citizens can access government services 
from the comfort of their homes either through the Dastak 
Doorstep Delivery App or by calling 1202.—APP

ANF recovers 
37 kg 

Ice from 
consignment 

booked for 
Australia

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting an operation man-
aged to recover 37 kg Ice 
from a consignment booked 
for Australia. According 
to an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman, in an intelli-
gence-based operation con-
ducted at a courier office in 
Lahore, ANF recovered 37 
kg Ice from a parcel con-
taining ladies’ handcrafted 
footwear booked for Aus-
tralia. During a raid, 20 
cartons were seized and 
ANF after a thorough exam-
ination of the consignment, 
recovered nearly 37 grams 
Ice, absorbed in each arti-
cle.—APP

Cars’ sale up 
27% during 
July-August 

2024
ISLAMABAD: The sale of 
cars during the first two 
months of the current finan-
cial year 2024-25  increased 
by 27.70 per cent compared 
to the same months of last 
year, a recent data released 
by Pakistan Automobile 
Manufacturing Association 
(PAMA) said. According to 
the data, as many as 12,274 
cars were sold during the 
months under review as 
opposed to 9,611 units in 
the same months of last 
year.—APP

Exhibition held to celebrate 
cancer survivors

ISLAMABAD: The second edition of the ‘Connecting Dots Series’ exhibition, curated 
by miniature artist and cancer survivor Fatima Salman, continues to attract art en-
thusiasts at the Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) through extraordinary art-
works. This exhibition features the work of nine cancer survivor visual artists namely 
Fatima Salman, Sehar Ansari, Mariah Lookman, Gulnaz Ayaz, Shirin Gheba Najib, Ma-
ham Imran, Ambreen Rashid Khan, Nafisa Athar, and Srosh Anwar showcasing their 
powerful journeys through art. Fatima Salman, inspired by her own cancer battle in 
2019, launched the Connecting Dots series to provide a platform for cancer survivors 
to express their experiences. The first exhibition in January 2024 received wide ac-
claim at the Shakir Ali Museum in Lahore. This second installment features emotional 
and inspiring artworks, with a special video tribute to artists who lost their lives to 
cancer. A book titled “My Cancer Journey” was also launched by Shirin Gheba Najib 
in which she described her journey of fighting cancer, the emotional traumas, and 
her determination and struggle towards recovery. The exhibition was inaugurated by 
Former Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division, Jamal Shah on Tuesday 
who praised the works of the artist and said that all these wonderful human beings are 
informed contributors to life, they were able to contribute to their own lives and they 
were able to invest in their own lives as well.—APP



PTV, PTV 
World to be 
revamped: 

Tarar
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information, Broadcasting 
and National Heritage At-
taullah Tarar on Wednes-
day informed the National 
Assembly that the state-run 
Pakistan Television (PTV) 
and PTV World were be-
ing revamped following 
the modern era demands. 
Replying to various supple-
mentary questions during 
Question Hour, the min-
ister said that services of 
anchors from the private 
sector were hired to intro-
duce a new face of PTV 
which truly depicted it as 
a state institution. They 
wanted that the opposition 
members could also get 
proper space at PTV, he 
added. Attaullah Tarar said 
that Pakistan would host 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit next month adding that 
it was imperative to revamp 
the English Channel. He 
added that the PTV World 
would become voice of 
Pakistan during the ECO 
Conference. To a question, 
he said that the government 
had announced Rs 37000 per 
month minimum wages dur-
ing the federal budget. The 
minimum wage criterion has 
already been implemented in 
around 15 attached depart-
ments of the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting 
except PTV, he said.—APP 

Senator 
Sherry 

Rehman pays 
homage to 

‘Quaid-e-Azam’
ISLAMABAD: PPP Sen-
ator Sherry Rehman paid 
rich tribute to Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah on 
his death anniversary and 
encouraged Pakistanis to re-
flect on Jinnah’ s vision and 
work towards a more inclu-
sive, tolerant and democrat-
ic society. In her message 
with a private news channel, 
Senator Sherry underscores 
the critical need for unity 
and collective effort to over-
come the challenges that 
have held Pakistan back. By 
putting aside differences and 
working together towards a 
common goal, Pakistanis can 
unlock their nation’s full po-
tential and create a brighter 
future, she added. Senator 
Sherry Rehman reaffirmed 
her commitment to carrying 
forward the struggle for a 
peaceful, prosperous, and 
egalitarian Pakistan as en-
visioned by Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. She 
vowed to continue working 
towards a society where every 
citizen has equal opportunities 
and rights.—APP

Indonesia ready to negotiate 
FTA with: Rahmat Hindiarta

He highlighted the rich history of friendship and cooperation between Indonesia and 
 Pakistan during a visit to the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and  

a meeting with its President, ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
mahNooR aNsaR

ISLAMABAD: Rahmat Hindiarta 
Kusuma, Charge d’Affaires of the 
Indonesian Embassy on Wednes-
day said that Indonesia is ready to 
negotiate a free trade agreement 
(FTA) with Pakistan, which will 
promote bilateral trade liberaliza-
tion and enhance the business vol-
ume. In order to narrow the trade 
gap between Indonesia and Pa-
kistan, the business community 
and chambers of commerce from 
both sides have to engage and 
promote bilateral economic and 
trade integration and also stress 
for exchanging of business dele-
gations and market awareness by 
the chambers on both sides have 
to be done regularly, he said. He 
highlighted the rich history of 
friendship and cooperation be-
tween Indonesia and Pakistan 
during a visit to the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) and a meeting with 
its President, ICCI Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari. Kusuma stressed the 
importance of utilizing the exist-
ing Indonesia-Pakistan Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement and working 
towards a Free Trade Agreement. 
The Charge d’Affaires praised 

ICCI’s contributions to fostering 
economic linkages between the 
two nations and invited members 
to attend the 39th Trade Expo In-
donesia from October 9-12.
He further emphasized the need 
for increased joint events to fos-

ter greater awareness and under-
standing between the two nations, 
leading to enhanced business and 
tourism opportunities. Rahmat 
Hindiarta encouraged Pakistani 
businessmen to explore Indone-
sia’s potential for international 

trade and investment, empha-
sizing the need to strengthen 
business-to-business relations 
between the two nations. He also 
highlighted Indonesia’s strategic 
location and established trade ties 
with the ASEAN region, offering 

Pakistani businesses access to a 
market of over 650 million con-
sumers of ASEAN. The diplomat 
noted that Pakistan can become a 
trade hub for Indonesia in Central 
Asia, benefiting both countries 
through comprehensive planning.
ICCI President Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari emphasized Paki-
stan’s status as Indonesia’s 6th 
largest trade partner in Asia, with 
relations based on mutual trust 
and confidence. He underscored 
the need for regular trade dele-
gation exchanges and reaffirmed 
ICCI’s commitment to strength-
ening cooperation with the Indo-
nesian Embassy. Bakhtawari not-
ed that collaborative efforts and 
mutual understanding are key to 
overcoming trade challenges, and 
that working together can unlock 
new opportunities and enhance 
economic prosperity. He empha-
sized the importance of increas-
ing bilateral trade volume, which 
is currently below its potential, 
and highlighted the role of Cen-
tral Asian markets in further in-
creasing trade relations. He also 
underlined the need for direct 
flights between the two countries 
further strengthening bilateral 
trade and investment relations be-
tween both the countries. 

DNa

ISLAMABAD: PML-N 
Senator Afnan Ullah Khan 
Wednesday assured that the 
government is committed to 
the IT sector’s growth and 
development and is working 
diligently to introduce nec-
essary legislation to address 
digital challenges and pro-
mote IT exports.
In an exclusive talk with a pri-
vate news channel, PML-N 
Senator Afnan Ullah Khan 
has announced that the gov-
ernment is set to introduce 
new legislation aimed at un-
locking the full potential of 
the IT sector, adding, this 
move is expected to boost 
IT exports, create jobs, and 
drive economic growth. Sen-
ator Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan 
has introduced a bill to reg-
ulate artificial intelligence 
(AI) in Pakistan. The Regula-
tion of Artificial Intelligence 
Bill, 2024, aims to provide a 
framework for the develop-
ment, deployment and use of 
AI technologies in the coun-

try. The bill will be debated 
and discussed in the Senate 
and National Assembly, he 
said, adding, the bill will be 
open for public consultation 
to gather feedback and sug-
gestions from stakeholders. 
The bill will be enacted into 
law after approval from both 
houses of parliament, he 
further explained. Senator 
Afnan Ullah Khan expressed 
optimism that the new leg-
islation will bring fruitful 
results in the coming years, 
transforming the IT sector 
into a significant contributor 
to Pakistan’s economy. The 
senator was confident that 
the legislation will enable 
Pakistan’s IT sector to flour-
ish, making it an attractive 
destination for investment, 
talent and innovation. The 
government is working tire-
lessly to transform Pakistan 
into a digital superpower 
with a focus on resolving all 
issues related to the internet, 
he said. This ambitious goal 
aims to provide citizens with 
seamless and smooth inter-
net access, driving economic 

growth, innovation and digital 
inclusivity, he added. Respond-
ing a query, Senator assured 
that the government is active-
ly addressing internet-related 
issues, including connectivity, 
speed, and affordability. He 
emphasized that these issues 
will be resolved soon, ena-
bling people to fully leverage 
the internet’ s potential. The 
senator expressed optimism 
about Pakistan’s digital future, 
stating that the government’s 
efforts will soon bear fruit, and 
citizens will enjoy a seamless 
digital experience. To anoth-
er question, Senator Afnan 
Ullah Khan clarified that the 
government strongly believes 
in freedom of expression, but 
emphasized that baseless al-
legations without proof can 
harm the country’s image and 
institutions. He noted that 
unfounded allegations can 
have serious consequences, 
including damaging investor 
confidence and tarnishing the 
country’s global image. The 
senator emphasized that Pa-
kistan will learn from inter-
national best practices

New legislation to unlock 
IT sector’s potential
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Al-Shifa screens 175000 
children at free eye camps

The second-largest disease found was myopia, as almost thir-
ty per cent of the children had near-sightedness or myopia. 

Myopia is a common vision condition in which light rays that 
should be focused on nerve tissue at the back of the eye are 

focused in front of the retina instead
 

DNa

RAWALPINDI: Al-Shifa 
Trust has screened about 
175,000 students in one 
year in 550 free eye 
camps organized in the 
underserved areas of the 
country.  Dr Hasan Raza, 
Deputy General Manag-
er of Al-Shifa Center for 
Community Ophthalmolo-
gy (ACCO), said fifty per 
cent of the kids with eye 
issues had hazy vision, 
while many had congen-
ital cataracts. Talking to 
media men, he said that 
50 per cent of the chil-
dren were facing blurry 
vision, which is conver-
gence insufficiency. It 
happens when the nerves 

controlling eye muscles 
don’t work correctly. One 
eye turns out when people 
with convergence insuffi-
ciency look at something 
up close. The second-larg-
est disease found was my-
opia, as almost thirty per 
cent of the children had 
near-sightedness or myo-
pia. Myopia is a common 
vision condition in which 
light rays that should be 
focused on nerve tissue 
at the back of the eye are 
focused in front of the 
retina instead. Dr Hasan 
said that the number of 
congenital cataracts is 
alarming. It’s essential to 
spot cataracts in children 
quickly because early 
treatment can reduce the 
risk of long-term vision 

problems. ACCO refers 
such children to Al-Shifa 
Trust Hospital, Rawalpin-
di, providing them with 
transport and meals. He 
said free eye camps were 
organized in the remote 
areas of districts Rawal-
pindi, Sukkur, Kohat, Mu-
zaffarabad, and Chakwal. 
In these camps, 175000 
students were screened 
and treated, and 13000 
cases were referred to 
Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospi-
tal. He informed that the 
children were also found 
suffering from eye prob-
lems, such as blepharitis, 
hyperopia, squint, corne-
al opacity, traumatic cat-
aracts, astigmatism, and 
conjunctivitis. He said 
that ACCO’s main objec-

tive is to organize school 
screening eye camps to 
help children facing eye 
diseases at an early age 
and educate them about 
preventive measures to 
keep their eyes healthy. 
The trust began its out-
reach project in 1992. 
Its free eye camps are 
established all over Paki-
stan, and such camps are 
being increased to help 
people in far-f lung areas, 
where most patients lack 
the resources to access 
quality healthcare. He 
underlined that eye-relat-
ed problems are increas-
ing at an alarming pace; 
therefore, all public and 
private concerns should 
boost their efforts to com-
bat this menace.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

septembeR

Sept01/Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept16/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Sept16/Mexico
National Day

Sept16/Papua New 
Guinea

Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi 
Arabia

National Day IWMB to dismantle 
restaurants on Pir 

Sohawa Road
ISLAMABAD: Before large restaurants were built on the 
ridge on Pir Sohava Road in the heart of Margallah Hills 
National Park (MHNP), the breezy hill top with great 
views of the city was visited freely by the public. The Is-
lamabad Wildlife Management Board (IWMB) intends to 
restore this hill top to free public access. “The buildings 
will be dismantled from September 12th and the area 
around them rewilded and re-integrated into the natural 
landscape that surrounds them as per the orders of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan,” am IWMB news release 
said. IWMB has notified an implementation committee 
comprising Govt officials from the District Administra-
tion, Islamabad Police, Capital Development Authority, 
Ministry of Climate Change and restoration experts and 
concerned citizens who have set up an enforcement task 
force. Machinery and labor provided by CDA will dis-
mantle the restaurants including the removal of debris. 
A restoration model for the hill top has been approved 
by members of the committee and an architect will be 
hired. The hill top will be transformed into an open air 
space that promotes both public engagement and wildlife 
conservation. The plan is to create a Margallah Viewpoint 
that enhances public enjoyment while promoting aware-
ness of indigenous flora and fauna. For this there will be: 
-Installation of comfortable benches for visitors to relax 
and enjoy the scenic views.  Planting of local flora to sup-
port biodiversity and create a natural habitat for wildlife. 
-Installation of educational displays featuring indigenous 
wildlife species to raise awareness about local biodiversi-
ty. A water harvesting system will be installed along with 
a reservoir to promote sustainable water use and man-
agement. The retaining walls of the terraces will remain 
but concrete inside will be removed for plantation.—DNA

IFA seals ketchup unit;  
discards over 1000 kg sauces
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Director Operations (DDO) of Islamabad Food Authority (IFA) Dr. Ta-
hira Saddique led by a food safety team (FST) has conducted a raid at a ketchup production 
unit in Model Town. During the operation, the IFA seized over 1,000 kilograms of sauces, 100 
kilograms of ketchup, 130 kilograms of apricot sauce, and 82 kilograms of illegal additives. The 
authority immediately sealed the unit after discovering violations of food safety regulations. 
Talking to APP, Dr Tahira Saddique said that the IFA has intensified its efforts to combat the 
production and sale of unsafe food products. A recent raid uncovered serious violations at a 
ketchup manufacturing unit in Model Town, leading to significant seizures and the closure of 
the unit. She said that the ketchup did not meet the required standard of brix, a key indica-
tor of sugar content in the product. The investigation revealed that the ketchup and sauces 
were being produced using powdered apricot paste mixed with banned colors, raising concerns 
about consumer safety. The raid also uncovered a range of other health risks. Inspectors found 
insects in the storage drums, as well as broken floors and non-food utensils being used in the 
production process, further compromising the hygiene of the products, she added. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: UN Women 
Pakistan hosted an event in 
Islamabad on Tuesday titled 
‘Shaping Tomorrow: Private 
Sector Engagement in Ad-
vancing Gender Equality and 
Women’s Empowerment.’  
The primary objective of 
the event was to advocate 
for greater involvement of 
private enterprises in driving 
gender equality initiatives, 
recognizing the critical role 
that businesses play in fos-
tering inclusive economic 
growth.  By engaging the 
private sector, UN Wom-
en seeks to create more 
opportunities for women’s 
participation in the work-
force, leadership roles, and 
entrepreneurship, as well 
as ensure that gender-sensi-
tive policies are integrated 
into corporate practices. In 
her opening remarks,  Ma-
ria Holtsberg - UN Women 
Country Representative a.i. 
emphasized the importance 
of collaboration with the 
private sector to achieve 
sustainable progress toward 
gender equality. “The pri-
vate sector has the power to 
accelerate the transforma-
tion we need for women’s 
economic empowerment. 
By investing in women, busi-
nesses not only strengthen 

their operations but also 
contribute to the broader 
development of society,” She 
further added, “Empower-
ing women economically is 
a key to unlocking their full 
potential. This means ensur-
ing equal pay for equal work, 
providing opportunities for 
women in leadership, and 
supporting women entrepre-
neurs. When women have 
the means and opportunities 
to contribute economically, 
entire communities’ benefit, 
leading to improved health, 
education, and social out-
comes. In keynote remarks, 
Mr. Jam Kamal Khan the 
Minister of Commerce, high-
lighted the importance of 
digital inclusion as a pathway 
to economic equality. “ The 
private sector plays a major 
role in driving change, and 
today’s event has showcased 
the need of collaboration 
in achieving gender equali-
ty. Technology is the great 
equalizer, and digital inclu-
sion is the bridge to econom-
ic equality. By prioritizing 
digital inclusion, we can re-
move the barriers that have 
historically kept women out 
of the economic mainstream.  
Ministry of Commerce, 
through its new e-commerce 
policy, will empower women 

by implementing various pol-
icies and facilitation meas-
ures,” the minister asserted. 
The event also featured two 
insightful panel discussions. 
The first, “Leveraging Dig-
ital and Financial Inclusion 
for Enhanced Livelihoods of 
Our Women and Girls,” fo-
cused on improving access to 
finance and digital resourc-
es. Key speakers included  
Musarat Jabeen from SECP, 
who discussed improving 
access to finance for wom-
en entrepreneurs;  Shumai-
la Rifaqat from Karandaaz, 
who spoke about promoting 
access to SMEs and finan-
cial inclusion; and Nadeem 
Malik from P@SHA, who 
addressed the gender digi-
tal divide. Ms. Rabia Khatak 
– Jazz shared insights on 
bridging the digital divide 
through technology and 
diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion (DEI) initiatives. The 
second panel, “Investing in 
Women’s Leadership in the 
Private Sector,” highlighted 
the importance of support-
ing women in leadership 
roles within the business 
sector. This discussion 
featured Ms. Nazia from 
JICA, Mr. Ehsan Malik, 
CEO of Pakistan Business 
Council.—APP

UN Women 
advocates for gender 

equality via PSI

Briefs
OEC to export 

skilled 
workforce to 

Ghana
ISLAMABAD :Overseas 
Employment Corporation 
(OEC) an attached depart-
ment of Ministry of over-
seas Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development 
(OP&HRD) would export 
the skilled workforce to an 
African country Ghana in 
the field of construction.
An official source told APP 
here on Tuesday, he said 
that the demand of Paki-
stani workforce increasing 
day by day in the different 
countries because Paki-
stani workers are very hard 
workers as compare to the 
other labour force of the 
region countries. He said 
that Ghana required floor-
ing and decorative concrete 
specialist with minimum of 
8 years experience in con-
crete works, waterproof-
ing, and flooring systems. 
Well experienced in epoxy 
and polyurethane flooring 
systems, capable of water-
proofing new structures and 
existing structures, capable 
of casting perfectly leveled 
concrete slabs and sceeds, 
must speak and write Eng-
lish, able to understand 
construction maps, basic 
computer knowledge ( ex-
cel, word, etc. ). The source 
revealed that Male with the 
age of 30-40 Years will be 
the suitable for above jobs 
and salary package 400-800 
US$ as per the candidate’s 
skills and experience. In 
addition, he told about the 
term & conditions of the 
job that the company will 
provide accommodation, 
the company will provide 
transportation for local 
movements (like motor-
bike), end of every year re-
turn air ticket to their home 
country, if the employee 
doesn’t want to go back to 
Pakistan then he can claim 
equal amount of return air 
ticket or one-month extra 
salary whichever is higher. 
Company will not provided 
the Insurance. Employee 
should do insurance from 
their self if required.
He said that the interested 
candidate could apply via 
OEC’s website https://oec.
gov.pk/.—APP

Expert calls 
for workplace 
culture shift 
to prioritize 
children’s 

mental health
ISLAMABAD: As the world 
grapples with a growing 
mental health crisis, re-
nowned Psychologist Dr. 
Asma Naheed Wednesday 
urged employers to revolu-
tionize their workplace cul-
ture to prioritize the mental 
health and well-being of 
their employees’ children. 
In an exclusive Interview 
with Radio Pakistan Dr. Na-
heed stressed that fostering 
a supportive and inclusive 
workplace culture is essen-
tial to promoting produc-
tivity, job satisfaction, and 
overall quality of life. Her 
timely remarks come as 
mental health issues con-
tinue to rise globally, un-
derscoring the urgent need 
for proactive measures to 
address this critical aspect 
of employee welfare.
Mental health issues among 
children are reaching alarm-
ing levels, with anxiety, 
depression, and trauma 
affecting millions of young 
people worldwide, he said. 
Dr Asma Naheed empha-
sized that students should 
learn practical skills for 
real-life situations so that 
they can easily excel in the 
corporate sector. She said 
that Pakistan has a large 
youth population, which is 
actually Pakistan’s asset 
and that we need to equip 
our students with skills 
alongside education so that 
they can become produc-
tive members of society 
and manage their own edu-
cational expenses. She also 
stressed the importance of 
training young people in 
time management, behavio-
ral management and anger 
management so they can 
become valuable individu-
als and contribute positive-
ly to organization and soci-
ety. Dr Asma Naheed said 
that through hope, we must 
enlighten lives and spread 
positive messages among 
our people. Dr. Naheed also 
highlighted the importance 
of financial independence 
for young people. By acquir-
ing skills and knowledge, 
students can increase their 
earning potential and man-
age their own educational ex-
penses, breaking the cycle of 
dependency on others.—APP

PNCA pays 
musical tribute

 to renowned 
music 

composer
DNa

ISLAMABAD: Some well-
known singers paid musical 
tribute to the renowned 
composer Master Ghulam 
Haider organised by the 
Pakistan National Council 
of the Arts (PNCA). The 
singers included Bano Re-
hmat,Raees Ahmad ,Nia-
zi Brothers ,and Humera 
channa  who sang Urdu and 
Punjab popular Songs. The 
Director General PNCA 
Muhammad Ayoub Jama-
li said the work of master 
composers, singers and 
instrumentalists is the her-
itage asset of the country. 
The PNCA is putting all its 
efforts to popularise and 
preserve it for the future 
generations.  He said Mas-
ter Ghulam Haider is the 
one who initiated the Pun-
jabi school of thought in the 
film industry while the Ben-
gali school of music was rul-
ing the Lahore, the second 
biggest hub of the film in-
dustry in the subcontinent.

AIOU hosts 
workshop 

on business 
model canvas
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University’s (AIOU) 
Office of Research Innova-
tion and Commercializa-
tion (ORIC) held a one-day 
workshop on “Business 
Model Canvas” for 50 BS 
and MS students.  Danish 
Junaid, CEO of Seed Inves-
tor, served as the resource 
person, providing guidance 
on business planning, strat-
egy development, and prob-
lem-solving, said a press 
release. He explained es-
sential business tools like 
customer segments, value 
propositions, marketing, key 
resources, and cost struc-
tures.  Dr. Saima Nasir, Addi-
tional Director of Research at 
ORIC, highlighted the impor-
tance of fostering entrepre-
neurship among students to 
drive sustainable economic 
growth, enabling them to 
create jobs and contribute 
to the country’s develop-
ment. After receiving train-
ing, students were given 
10 minutes to develop and 
present their business mod-
els, which they successfully 
completed within the allot-
ted time.  Dr. Saima Nasir 
assured that, under the 
leadership of Vice-Chan-
cellor Professor Dr. Nasir 
Mahmood, such workshops 
would continue to build 
students’ capacity in entre-
preneurship.  ORIC Senior 
Research Assistant Owais 
Ashraf provided support 
throughout the session.  At 
the conclusion of the work-
shop, certificates were dis-
tributed to the participants, 
marking the event as part 
of the university’s ongoing 
Golden Jubilee.—APP

Experts call for resumption
of Iran Nuclear negotiations

 Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Director of Centre for International Security Studies and 
Pakistan’s former envoy to IAEA, provided a detailed historical overview of Iran’s nuclear program. 

He also touched upon the international community’s suspicions about Iran’s nuclear program and  not-
ed that despite Iran’s compliance with certain inspections, considerable doubts persisted, leading to 

heightened tensions and breakdown of  negotiations with the P5+1

DNa

ISLAMABAD: Speaking at a 
roundtable discussion organized 
by the Institute of Regional Stud-
ies (IRS), several experts main-
tained that the West bore greater 
responsibility for bringing nuclear 
negotiations back on track with 
Iran.  In his opening remarks, 
Ambassador Jauhar Saleem, 
President IRS, highlighted that 
while nuclear weapons brought 
about strategic stability in some 
instances, they also resulted in 
arms races in other situations. 
Ambassador Saleem cautioned 
that the break down of  nego-
tiations might lead to a major 
change in Iran’s stated nuclear 
policy, which in turn could start 
a chain reaction in the Middle 
East in terms of a quest for nu-
clear capability.  Ambassador Ali 
Sarwar Naqvi, Executive Direc-
tor of Centre for International 
Security Studies and Pakistan’s 
former envoy to IAEA, provided 
a detailed historical overview of 
Iran’s nuclear program. He also 
touched upon the international 
community’s suspicions about 
Iran’s nuclear program and  not-
ed that despite Iran’s compli-
ance with certain inspections, 
considerable doubts persisted, 
leading to heightened tensions 
and breakdown of  negotiations 
with the P5+1. He underscored 
that Iran had a right to peaceful 
nuclear technology being a sig-
natory of Nuclear Non-prolifera-

tion Treaty (NPT) so long as it 
met its treaty obligations.  Dr 
Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, Dean Faculty 
of Social Sciences at Quaid-i-Azam 
University, traced the evolution 
of Iran’s nuclear posture through 
three significant phases. He high-
lighted Iran’s initial nuclear devel-

opments under Atoms for Peace 
program of the US in 1950s, its 
eventual signing of the NPT in 
1970s and its current uranium 
enrichment activities following 
US withdrawal from JCPOA.  
Syed Muhammad Ali, Chairper-
son PEMRA Council of Com-

plaints and a prominent security 
expert, analysed Iran’s nuclear 
program through five distinct 
phases, highlighting its diplo-
matic, technological, economic, 
strategic, and political dimen-
sions. He felt that economic 
sanctions imposed on Iran had 

been counterproductive as Iran’s 
nuclear posture would essentially 
be determined by Israeli motives, 
not economic factors.  The sem-
inar was attended  by diplomats, 
security experts, researchers, 
academics, media personnel and 
students.

Dialogue titled ‘from 
Cryosphere to Coast’ held

faisal sheiKh

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development 
(ICIMOD), in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Climate 
Change and Environmental 
Coordination (MoCC&EC) 
and the Civil Society Coa-
lition for Climate Change 
(CSCCC), launched a three-
day Policy Action Dialogue 
titled, “Tackling Climate 
Change Impacts on Cry-
osphere, Water, Food Secu-
rity, & Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion.” The event convened 
officials from relevant de-
partments of federal and 
subnational governments in 
Pakistan, briniging diverse 
stakehoders together to 
address critical challenges 
posed by climate change 
and to develop strategies 
for effective policy im-
plementation. Dr. Pema 
Gyamtsho, Director Gener-
al of ICIMOD, emphasized 
in his welcome remarks the 
vital role ICIMOD plays in 
addressing the complex en-
vironmental challenges of 
the Hindu Kush Himalaya 
(HKH) region. “Pakistan, 

with 7,253 glaciers—the 
highest number outside 
the polar regions—is vul-
nerable to both floods and 
droughts. We must improve 
access to climate data for 
at-risk communities,” he 
stated, highlighting that al-
though technologies exist, 
scaling them effectively 
remains a challenge. Dr. 
Gyamtsho stressed that dis-
aster risk reduction should 
focus beyond preparedness 
and prevention, urging in-
vestment in planning and 
implementation. Aisha 
Khan, Chief Executive of 
CSCCC, underscored the 
ecological significance of 
mountains and the inter-
connectedness between 
upstream and downstream 
communities. She called for 
an “all-of-government and 
all-of-society” approach to 
climate change adaptation, 
emphasizing the need for 
a shift from merely identi-
fying gaps to real time im-
plementation. Ms. Romina 
Khurshid Alam, Coordi-
nator to the Prime Minis-
ter on Climate Change at 
MoCC&EC, delivered a 
keynote speech highlight-
ing the importance of the 

Indus River, which supplies 
freshwater to the people 
of Pakistan but is under 
severe stress due to rising 
temperatures. She pointed 
to the government’s ef-
forts, including the Living 
Indus Project, Recharge 
Pakistan, and GLOF-II, 
which aim to address water 
scarcity and the growing 
risk of glacial lake outburst 
floods (GLOFs). “Climate 
change knows no borders,” 
she remarked, stressing the 
need for cross-sector coor-
dination, investment in sus-
tainable practices, and com-
munity-based adaptation to 
build resilience. Lt. Gen. 
Inam Haider Malik, Chair-
man of the National Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(NDMA), emphasized the 
alarming impact of warm-
ing on the cryosphere, 
revealing that glacial melt 
in the Indus River basin is 
accelerating at a danger-
ous rate. He cited a 23.3% 
decrease in snow cover be-
tween November 2023 and 
April 2024 and an annual 
glacial melt rate of 3%, with 
an additional 16% mass loss 
over the past five years. He 
warned that while melting 

may provide temporary wa-
ter surpluses, the long-term 
implications are dire and re-
quire urgent attention. He 
urged on the need for a re-
gional approach to address 
the cryospheric crisis.  Dr. 
Arun Bakhta Shrestha, 
Strategic Group Lead at 
ICIMOD, elaborated on the 
future of water availability 
in the HKH region, noting 
that glaciers in the region 
could lose between 30-75% 
of their ice volume by the 
end of the century, depend-
ing on the pace of global 
warming. “The Indus River 
Basin, with the highest Wa-
ter Tower Index (WTI) in 
the world, is the most vul-
nerable,” he said. “As ice 
melt begins earlier, it will 
impact spring and autumn 
flows, exacerbating water 
scarcity for communities 
reliant on glacial meltwater 
for agriculture.” Dr. Shrest-
ha stressed that innovation, 
implementation, and financ-
ing are essential to address 
the looming water crisis re-
lated to cryosphere. Special 
remarks delivered by Ms. 
Aisha Humera Chaudhry, 
Acting Secretary of MoC-
C&EC

Anti-polio 
drive 

continues in 
ICT; 2 held for 

violations
ISLAMABAD: A five-day 
door-to-door anti-polio vac-
cination campaign entered 
its second day in the Fed-
eral Capital while a school 
principal was arrested for 
refusing to allow students 
to receive the polio vaccine.  
All the Assistant Commis-
sioners are actively partici-
pating in the field alongside 
polio workers to ensure 
the campaign runs smooth-
ly, said the spokesman of 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) administration.  On the 
occasion, the district admin-
istration urged full coopera-
tion to ensure the success of 
the door-to-door campaign. 
For this purpose, Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Potho-
har, Aneeq Anwar, visited 
the Jhangi Syedan area, while 
AC Secretariat Abdullah 
Khan oversaw the campaign 
in Bari Imam, Barah Kahu, 
and Phulgran.  During their 
visits, some challenges faced 
by polio workers were identi-
fied. In response, they urged 
citizens to cooperate with 
health teams. One person 
was arrested for refusing to 
let polio workers vaccinate 
children.  The district admin-
istration emphasized that it is 
crucial for parents to ensure 
their children receive polio 
drops, warning that refusal 
to vaccinate.—APP

HEC commits to enhancing 
women leadership in higher 

education sector
ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education Commission (HEC) has 
committed to enhancing women leadership in higher educa-
tion sector, knowing the fact that they constitute a major part 
of faculty across all higher education institutions in Pakistan 
but their representation in senior roles remains limited.  Real-
izing this, three years ago, HEC initiated Women Leadership 
Programme under its project Higher Education Development 
in Pakistan (HEDP), said a press release on Tuesday.  HEDP 
is strengthening HEC’s National Academy of Higher Educa-
tion (NAHE) on various fronts – the Women Leadership Pro-
gram is one of these key initiatives. Under the Women Leader-
ship Program a total of 161 women leaders have already been 
trained across Pakistan in all the four major provinces.  The 
program equipped female academic and non-academic staff on 
governance in higher education, recruitment policies, manag-
ing work-life balance, gender and workplace communication, 
public procurement rules, financial management and strategic 
communication.  The program also provided personal and pro-
fessional development opportunities and exposes participants 
to international best practices in women’s leadership.  The 
alumni of the program have made significant progress in their 
career moving up in the ladders, with one of the alumni is now 
a Vice Chancellor of the Shaheed Allah Baksh Soomro Univer-
sity of Arts, Design and Heritage, Jamshoro, which is one of 
the co-education public sector universities of Sindh.  As the 
HEDP project is attaining its maturity, HEC decided to sus-
tain this initiative and develop women mentors who via a 
cascading model to train and develop other women leaders 
in academic sector empowering more female employees in 
the universities of Pakistan.—DNA
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Buffer zones Debt forgiveness 
I N mid-August, Alaa Srouji was surprised when the Israeli army 

handed him a notice to remove his greenhouses near Tulkarm. The 
official reason was that he did not have a permit for them, but when 

the other farmers in the area received similar notices at the same time, 
concerns were raised. Many now suspect that “Israel” may be plan-
ning to establish a buffer zone in the Shweika Plain area. Israeli media 
reported that settlers have been calling for the establishment of buffer 
zones, under the pretext of preventing armed infiltration of Israeli-oc-
cupied territory, similar to what happened on October 7. However, Pal-
estinian human rights and research centers have confirmed that these 
allegations cover dangerous goals: seizing additional Palestinian land 
to further settlement expansion. Srouji is a member of the Sun Roots 
Agricultural Cooperative Society, which plays a major role in helping 
farmers in Tulkarm in the face of Israeli policies. But these efforts be-
came subject to restrictions after the Israeli army handed them notices 
to demolish two greenhouses in the Shweika Plain under the pretext 
that they were not licensed. “Although the greenhouses have been 
there for 14 years and provide livelihoods for many farmers and locals, 
Israel now intends to remove them,” he told media. At the same time, 
six other farmers were told to disassemble their greenhouses or re-
frain from accessing their cultivated lands in the same area, all under 
the same pretext. The association submitted an objection but didn’t re-
ceive any response. With the deadline for objections passing in early 
September, the greenhouses now face the imminent threat of demoli-
tion at any moment. “When we submitted the objection, we learned that 
the reason for the notice was the proximity of the facilities to the Beit 
Hefer settlement, even though it is about 400 meters away,” he added. 
The establishment of buffer zones in the West Bank is divided into two 
parts: one separates the Palestinians from the apartheid wall that “Is-
rael” erected in 2002, encircling the Palestinian lands, while the other 
surrounds the settlements scattered throughout the West Bank. Last 
November, Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich emphasized “the 
necessity of establishing buffer zones around West Bank settlements 
to protect them from any attack,” according to the Jerusalem Post. In 
February, the Israeli army issued a decision to seize 18 dunams of 
land from the village of Deir Dibwan, east of Ramallah, citing “urgent 
military purposes” as the justification. However, the villagers soon dis-
covered that the decision was actually aimed at establishing a buff-
er zone around the Mitzpe Dani settlement, which was built on their 
lands. The mayor of Deir Dibwan, Imad Musbih, told Al Mayadeen 
English that the seizure of these lands expresses the actual imple-
mentation of the buffer zone concept proposed by Smotrich last year. 
The landowners were taken aback by this decision and tried to file ob-
jections, but to no avail, according to him. The Israeli goal, he said, is 
clear and resolute, and Palestinians are not allowed to stand against it.

A S more than 50 African leaders gathered in Beijing last week 
to celebrate closer ties and cut deals, Olufemi Taiwo, a leading 
political philosopher from Nigeria was scathing in his assess-

ment. “This is less about China and more about the lack of self-respect 
from Africa’s leaders,” the professor of Africana studies at Cornell Uni-
versity told My Take. “It is unbelievable that the same people who deride 
colonialism think that they are better off putting themselves in the care 
of another who poses a serious threat to their sovereignties.” The author 
of Against Decolonisation: Taking African Agency Seriously, Taiwo said 
it was about time Africa’s leaders took responsibility for their own mis-
management. “My criticism is not of China, but of African leaders – let’s 
be clear about that,” he said. “There is no economy outside of South 
Africa that is a productive economy. If you are not producing, how are 
you going to pay your debt? All those countries that are taking up debts 
– it’s not as if they are putting the debts into something that will generate 
something new.” Beijing has pledged nearly US$51 billion in aid and 
investment over three years to the continent. It will exempt import tariffs 
from 33 African nations and expand their access to the Chinese domes-
tic market. Borrowing was necessary, Taiwo said; the problem was how 
debts were negotiated and used. “You cannot modernise an economy 
without debt,” he said. “That’s not my beef. “It’s about producing. You 
take a country like Nigeria. Beyond the raw goods that Africa has always 
exported, what are the value-added items that Nigeria sends to China 
in trade?” Beijing will waive intergovernmental interest-free loans to 33 
African countries due by the end of the year, accounting for roughly 
5 per cent of the total loans China has made on the continent. Some 
critics said the debt forgiveness was too little. But Taiwo said African 
leaders needed to own up to the debts, impose austerity if necessary 
and start producing and growing their economies. “Whatever it is, debt 
forgiveness should not be one of them [the solutions] … with all the im-
plications for [Africans’] agency and respect that brings in its wake,” he 
said. “Otherwise you are confirming that you are permanent children or 
you don’t know what you are doing.” Today, about half the economies in 
Africa are either in, or at risk of, debt distress. Taiwo said other countries 
had been forced to face hardship and austerity in such a situation. Why 
should African countries be different? “When the Asian financial crisis 
hit in 1997, South Korea went down a very hard road,” he said. “The 
IMF had to advance US$66 billion for Indonesia to stabilise its currency. 
Where is Indonesia today? It manufactures things, exports value-add-
ed goods.” Countries within the European Union had to face the same 
treatment. “After 2008, Greece was almost kicked out of the EU, and 
it had to swallow those very, very bitter pills. Look at where Greece 
is today,” Taiwo said. “Ireland, the same, Spain, the same. That’s the 
capitalist system that the world is operating in.” With foreign investment, 
there needs to be the transfer of knowledge, expertise and technology. 
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Reviving educational values in Pakistan 

Free my Country

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

Qamar Bashir

T HE education curriculum of Pakistan holds 
immense potential to shape the future of 
the nation by embedding core values, eth-

ics, and knowledge essential for holistic develop-
ment. In this light, the integration of the life and 
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
known as Sirat-ul-Nabi, into our curriculum can 
offer a profound framework for nurturing not just 
academic excellence but also moral and spiritual 
growth in students. Sirat-ul-Nabi is a complete 
guide on how to live a life of integrity, compassion, 
and righteousness, offering lessons on governance, 
personal behavior, and societal interaction. These 
lessons should not be merely relegated to Islamic 
studies, but interwoven into the broader fabric of 
Pakistan’s educational system.
One of the most profound aspects of the Prophet’s 
(PBUH) life was his commitment to knowledge 
and learning. His first revelation emphasized the 
importance of reading and seeking knowledge, 
“Iqra” (Read), which underlines the Islamic view 
that education is a fundamental right for every 
individual, irrespective of gender or social status. 
The Quran states, “Are those who have knowledge 
equal to those who do not have knowledge?” (Surah 
Az-Zumar, 39:9), underscoring the divine emphasis 
on acquiring education. In Pakistan, where access 
to quality education remains uneven, it is vital to 
draw upon this lesson. The curriculum should en-
sure that the right to education is safeguarded and 
extended to all segments of society, particularly 
girls and children from marginalized communities. 
The Quran explicitly stresses equality in education 
and learning for both men and women: “...And say, 
‘My Lord, increase me in knowledge’” (Surah Taha, 
20:114). Sirat-ul-Nabi advocates for an inclusive and 
egalitarian approach to education, which should be 
at the heart of our reforms.
The life of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also 
teaches the importance of ethical behavior, justice, 
and empathy, which are values that can transform 
individuals and societies. Implementing these prin-
ciples within the Pakistani curriculum would mean 
incorporating character-building as a core part of 
education. Instead of focusing solely on rote mem-
orization or technical skills, the curriculum should 
encourage students to reflect on their moral respon-
sibilities as human beings and as Muslims. For in-
stance, students should be taught the importance of 
truthfulness, kindness, patience, and justice—values 
that the Prophet (PBUH) upheld throughout his life. 
The Prophet (PBUH) said, “The best among you are 
those who have the best manners and character” 

(Sahih Bukhari). Such lessons, if incorporated from 
an early age, can contribute to building a more ethi-
cal, compassionate, and just society.
The curriculum should also include a focus on the 
practical implementation of Islamic teachings in 
everyday life. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was 
not just a spiritual leader but also a statesman, mili-
tary commander, and reformer. His life offers valua-
ble lessons on leadership, conflict resolution, diplo-
macy, and social welfare. These aspects of his life 
can serve as case studies in subjects like civics, his-
tory, and political science, demonstrating how Islam-
ic values can be applied to solve modern problems. 
For instance, students could study the Treaty of Hu-
daybiyyah as a model of negotiation and peace-mak-
ing, or examine the concept of Zakat (charity) and 
its relevance to modern-day social justice issues. 
The Prophet (PBUH) said, “The one who looks af-
ter a widow or a poor person is like a warrior who 
fights for Allah’s cause” (Sahih Bukhari). These les-
sons would help students understand how Islamic 
principles can be adapted to contemporary contexts, 
fostering a sense of civic duty and moral leadership.
Moreover, the teachings of Sirat-ul-Nabi stress the 
importance of critical thinking and inquiry. The 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) encouraged his fol-
lowers to seek answers, reflect, and use reason to 
understand the world around them. Unfortunately, 
the current curriculum in Pakistan often discour-
ages critical thinking in favor of rote learning. By 
adopting the Prophet’s approach, we can reform our 
education system to promote curiosity, creativity, 
and problem-solving skills. The curriculum should 
encourage students to question, debate, and engage 
with ideas, rather than merely memorizing facts. 
The Quran invites believers to reflect on the signs 
of Allah: “Do they not reflect upon the Quran, or 
are there locks upon their hearts?” (Surah Muham-
mad, 47:24). This approach would not only produce 
more intellectually capable individuals but also help 
students develop a deeper understanding of Islamic 
teachings, free from dogma or extremism.
A balanced education system must also recognize 
the importance of both religious and secular knowl-
edge. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) exempli-
fied the harmonious coexistence of religious devo-
tion and worldly affairs. He was deeply spiritual, 
but he also emphasized the importance of practical 
skills and knowledge necessary for daily life. The 
Quran says, “And He taught Adam the names of 
all things” (Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:31), highlighting 
the importance of worldly knowledge. The Paki-
stani curriculum must reflect this balance. While 

religious education is important, subjects like sci-
ence, mathematics, economics, and technology 
should also be given equal importance. Integrating 
Islamic principles with modern disciplines can cre-
ate a more holistic educational experience, where 
students are prepared to navigate the complexities 
of the modern world while staying rooted in their 
religious identity.
Incorporating Sirat-ul-Nabi into the curriculum also 
means fostering a sense of unity and brotherhood 
among students. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
was known for uniting people from different back-
grounds and tribes under a common cause. In a 
country as diverse as Pakistan, it is essential that 
our education system promotes unity and tolerance 
among students of different ethnicities, sects, and 
backgrounds. Lessons on the Prophet’s inclusivity, 
his efforts to eradicate tribalism, and his respect for 
different cultures should be a central theme in sub-
jects like social studies and history. Allah commands 
in the Quran, “Hold firmly to the rope of Allah all to-
gether and do not become divided” (Surah Al-Imran, 
3:103). This will help students appreciate diversity 
and foster a more cohesive and tolerant society.
Additionally, the teachings of the Prophet 
(PBUH) encourage self-discipline and hard 
work, qualities that are essential for personal 
and national development. The Prophet (PBUH) 
said, “Verily, Allah loves that when anyone of 
you does a job, he should perfect it” (Al-Bayha-
qi). In today’s world, where instant gratification 
and shortcuts are often glorified, Sirat-ul-Nabi 
offers timeless lessons on perseverance and 
dedication. These values can be instilled in stu-
dents through extracurricular activities, school 
policies, and teaching methods that emphasize 
effort, consistency, and ethical conduct in all en-
deavors. In conclusion, Pakistan’s education cur-
riculum has the potential to be a transformative 
force by integrating the life and teachings of the 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). By doing so, we can 
foster not only academic excellence but also ethical 
and moral development in our students. 
The teachings of Sirat-ul-Nabi provide a compre-
hensive guide for personal conduct, social justice, 
leadership, and the pursuit of knowledge—all of 
which are crucial for building a peaceful, prosper-
ous, and just society. Implementing these princi-
ples within our education system will ensure that 
the future generation of Pakistanis is equipped 
with both the intellectual and moral tools to face 
the challenges of the modern world while staying 
true to their religious and cultural heritage.

T HE September 8th public meeting did not attract 
the large crowd the PTI leadership had hoped 
for—one that could have put significant pressure 

on the government and provided much-needed public sup-
port for the PTI’s key demands, which included the re-
lease of Imran Khan, the configuration of election results 
based on Form 45, the release of arrested workers, the 
army stepping back from politics, and ensuring the judici-
ary’s independence. However, ironically, the government 
ended up aiding the PTI’s cause by placing containers to 
block all routes to the venue, dispersing the crowd with 
tear gas, and making a series of arrests after the event. 
These unnecessary and poorly thought-out actions by the 
government ultimately played into the PTI’s hands. As the 
media shifted its focus from the less-than-expected turn-
out to the government’s aggressive and disproportionate 
response, it inadvertently boosted the PTI’s narrative. Had 
the government not taken such measures, it might have 
dampened PTI’s momentum, demoralized its leadership, 
and disillusioned its supporters. But, unfortunately for the 
government and establishment, and fortunately for the PTI, 
the government did exactly what it should have avoided. To 
add insult to the injury, the arrest of PTI parliamentarians 
within the premises of the parliament and the rumors of 
abduction of the Chief Minister and other leaders catapult-
ed the popularity of the PTI to new heights, increased its 
sympathy vote  and conversely eroded the political capital 
of the government and the establishment. 
Instead of exercising grace and restraint, the government 
responded to the tall claims, threats, and foul language 
from the opposition with even worse language. Rana San-
aullah, the government spokesman and de facto spokes-
person for the establishment, hurled even more severe ac-
cusations and threats, reminiscent of the way Sultan Rahi 
used to challenge villains in old movies. He went as far as 
to challenge the KP Chief Minister, daring him to enter 
Punjab and face severe consequences. Sanaullah warned 
that the Chief Minister would not be allowed to hold a pub-
lic meeting at Minar-e-Pakistan and would be insulted in 
a manner even worse than what was done to the Punjab 
Chief Minister. These statements flagrantly disregarded 

the constitutional rights guaranteed to every citizen of Pa-
kistan. Article 15 of the Constitution ensures the *freedom 
of movement*, stating, “Every citizen shall have the right 
to remain in, and, subject to any reasonable restriction im-
posed by law in the public interest, enter and move freely 
throughout Pakistan and to reside and settle in any part 
thereof.” Further, Article 16 guarantees the *freedom of 
assembly*, providing that “Every citizen shall have the 
right to assemble peacefully and without arms, subject to 
any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest 
of public order.” Finally, Article 19 guarantees *freedom 
of speech*, ensuring that every citizen has the right to ex-
press their views, subject to restrictions related to the glo-
ry of Islam, national security, and public order. The threats 
and challenges issued by the government’s spokesperson 
clearly violated these fundamental rights enshrined in the 
Constitution, which protect every citizen, including public 
figures like the KP Chief Minister.
In its reactive press conference, the PTI accused the gov-
ernment and establishment of subverting the Constitution, 
violating laws and regulations, disrespecting the sanctity 
of Parliament, abducting party leaders and workers, and 
suffocating the freedoms of the press, speech, and assem-
bly—rights guaranteed under the Constitution.
During the press conference, the PTI leaders expressed 
regret for any inadvertent remarks made against the state, 
the military, and women in general. However, they stood 
by the substantive parts of the speech, particularly those 
delivered by the KP Chief Minister. The General Secretary 
fully endorsed the Chief Minister’s statements regarding 
the role of the Army. Specifically, he supported the claim 
that the military should “put its house in order” and return 
to its barracks, vacating roles not constitutionally mandat-
ed to them. He emphasized that the Army should refrain 
from interfering in the electoral process, influencing the 
selection of parliamentarians, and undermining the peo-
ple’s mandate. Furthermore, he called for the military to 
divest from its business, investment, trade, and real estate 
ventures, as these activities fall outside the Army’s core 
constitutional responsibilities. His key demand was for the 
Establishment to loosen its iron grip on the country, free 

the country and allow the nation and its people to breathe 
freely. The speaker apologized for the part of the speech 
that insulted journalists but endorsed the substantive claim, 
stating that conducting interviews in the drawing rooms of 
individuals who were abducted, tortured, and coerced into 
giving confessional statements under duress goes against 
the established norms and ethics of journalism.
They also apologized for the derogatory remarks made 
against Parliament but stood by the part where the KP 
Chief Minister referred to it as a “faux parliament” lacking 
any mandate or endorsement from the people, calling its 
members stooges of those who brought them to power.
The speakers then announced a countrywide protest to be 
held on the coming Friday, condemning the unconstitution-
al actions of the government. The protest’s main objectives 
are to demand the release of arrested PTI leaders, includ-
ing Imran Khan, and to call for free and fair elections.
Here’s the corrected and improved version of your text:
During the press conference, the KP Chief Minister, who 
had been absent for several hours, returned to his seat. It 
was revealed that he had been in a meeting with the es-
tablishment, discussing various political and law-and-order 
issues. However, the full details of these discussions came 
to light later. In a separate interview, Faisal Vawda added 
a critical perspective, hinting that while the Chief Minister 
was able to return this time, if a similar episode were to oc-
cur again in the future, he would face severe consequences.
The disproportionate reaction of the government and es-
tablishment against the PTI has once again elevated the 
party to a high moral ground, significantly boosting its 
political capital and public sympathy. This overreaction 
has had a negative impact on the law and order situation, 
heightened political tensions, and further eroded Paki-
stan’s international image. It has also scared away foreign 
traders, investors, and businessmen, worsening the overall 
perception of the country and further depleting public sup-
port for the government and the establishment.

Former Press Secretary to the President
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC, CEO, ATV

The curriculum should 
also include a focus on the 
practical implementation 

of Islamic teachings in 
everyday life. The Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) was 

not just a spiritual leader but 
also a statesman, military 
commander, and reformer. 

His life offers valuable 
lessons on leadership, 

conflict resolution, 
diplomacy, and social 

welfare. These aspects of 
his life can serve as case 
studies in subjects like 

civics, history, and political 
science, demonstrating 

how Islamic values can be 
applied to solve modern 
problems. For instance, 
students could study the 
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah as 
a model of negotiation and 

peace-making, or examine...

Instead of exercising 
grace and restraint, the 
government responded 

to the tall claims, threats, 
and foul language from the 
opposition with even worse 
language. Rana Sanaullah, 

the government spokesman 
and de facto spokesperson 

for the establishment, hurled 
even more severe accusations 

and threats, reminiscent of 
the way Sultan Rahi used to 

challenge villains in old...
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FAISLABAD: Faislabad’s 
Iqbal stadium is ready to 
host the star-studded Cham-
pions One-Day Cup from 
September 12 as UMT 
(University of Management 
and Technology) Markhors 
(previously Wolves) face off 
against the Panthers in the 
opening match.
Mohammad Rizwan will 
captain the UMT Mark-
hors, with Misbah-ul-Haq 
serving as their mentor, 
while the Panthers will be 
led by Shadab Khan, with 
Saqlain Mushtaq as their 
mentor. The season-open-
ing event boasts a total 
prize pool of Rs.49 million, 

with the tournament win-
ner on September 29set 
to take home Rs.30 million 
and the runner-up receiving 
Rs.15 million.
On Friday, Mohammad 
Haris’ Allied Bank Stallions 
will clash with Shaheen 
Shah Afridi’s Nurpur Li-
ons, followed by Saturday’s 
fixture between Saud Sha-
keel’s Dolphins and Shadab 
Khan’s Panthers.
All five teams have been 
in Faisalabad for the past 
five days, participating in 
extensive training sessions 
to prepare for this new-
ly launched tournament, 
which features the best of 
the country’s top cricket-
ers. The tournament has 
been planned with an eye 

on next year’s ICC Cham-
pions Trophy 2025, with 
standout performers look-
ing to strengthen their 
chances of breaking into 
the national side that will 
compete in ODIs in Austral-
ia, Zimbabwe, and South Af-
rica, and a home tri-series 
against New Zealand and 
South Africa in the lead-up 
to the biggest ICC Event 
of 2025. White-ball head 
coach Gary Kirsten will be 
in Faisalabad to observe 
the 50-over tournament, 
which will be played on a 
single-round basis. Later 
in the competition, red-ball 
coach Jason Gillespie will 
also join Kirsten in Fais-
alabad. In this high-stakes 
tournament where every 

match counts, the top-four 
sides will progress to the 
playoffs, culminating in the 
final on 29 September.
Meanwhile, the squads 
have been reduced to 16 af-
ter the preliminary squad of 
each team was announced.
16-player squads:
DOLPHINS: Saud Shakeel 
(captain), Asif Ali, Faheem 
Ashraf, Mir Hamza, Moham-
mad Abbas Afridi, Mohammad 
Huraira, Muhammad Akhlaq, 
Muhammad Riazullah, Noman 
Ali, Qasim Akram, Sahibzada 
Farhan, Sameen Gul, Sarfaraz 
Ahmed, Sufiyan Moqim, Umar 
Amin and Usman Qadir
Mentor – Sarfaraz Ahmed
LIONS: Shaheen Shah Af-
ridi (captain), Aamer Yam-
in, Aamir Jamal, Abdullah 

Shafique, Ahmed Daniyal, 
Faisal Akram, Imam-ul-Haq, 
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad 
Asghar, Mohammad Taha, 
Muhammad Irfan Khan, 
Omair Bin Yousuf, Rohail 
Nazir, Sajjad Ali Hashmi, 
Sharoon Siraj and Sirajuddin
Mentor – Waqar Younis
MARKHORS: Mohammad 
Rizwan (captain), Abdul 
Samad, Akif Javed, Ali 
Usman, Bismillah Khan, 
Fakhar Zaman, Haseebul-
lah, Iftikhar Ahmed, Kam-
ran Ghulam, Mohammad 
Faizan, Mohammad Imran 
Jnr, Mohammad Nawaz, 
Mohammad Sarwar Af-
ridi, Muhammad Imran, 
Naseem Shah, Salman Ali 
Agha, Shahnawaz Dahani 
and Zahid Mehmood

Mentor – Misbah ul Haq
PANTHERS: Shadab Khan 
(captain), Abdul Wahid 
Bangalzai, Ahmed Bashir, 
Amad Butt, Arafat Minhas, 
Azan Awais, Haider Ali, 
Mohammad Hasnain, Mo-
hammad Umar, Mohammad 
Zeeshan, Mubasir Khan, 
Rizwan Mehmood, Saim 
Ayub, Umar Siddiq, Usama 
Mir and Usman Khan
Mentor – Saqlain Mushtaq
STALLIONS: Mohammad 
Haris (captain), Abrar 
Ahmed, Adil Amin, Babar 
Azam, Haris Rauf, Hussain 
Talat, Jahandad Khan, Meh-
ran Mumtaz, Mohammad 
Ali, Mohammad Amir Khan, 
Saad Khan, Shan Masood, 
Tayyab Tahir, Ubaid Shah, 
Yasir Khan and Zaman Khan

Squads for Champions One-Day Cup confirmed
White-ball head coach Gary Kirsten will be in Faisalabad to observe the 50-over tournament

Briefs
NA adopts 

resolution to 
form body...

From Page 01
being allegedly arrested by 
the Islamabad police and 
masked men from within the 
NA’s premises. Speaking to-
day during the NA session, 
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq recalled 
PTI founder Imran Khan’s 
premiership and lamented 
the denial of production 
orders by the then-speaker 
Asad Qaiser. The PTI gov-
ernment didn’t issue produc-
tion orders for our members 
during its tenure, Sadiq said. 
However, he maintained that 
“two wrongs did not make a 
right” and remarked: “I do 
not agree what your [PTI] 
government’s actions. Not is-
suing production orders was 
not the right thing to do then 
[and] it is not the right thing 
to do now”. “I will do what is 
appropriate, what is required 
and what is necessary for [up-
holding] the parliament’s re-
spect,” he added. The speak-
er further said that he would 
try to get to the bottom of 
what happened. A commit-
tee shall be constituted today 
so that the work commences 
from the same day, Sadiq 
remarked while inviting PTI 
Chairman Barrister Gohar 
to meet him after the assem-
bly’s session is adjourned.

Speaker 
suspends NA 

security...
From Page 01

Akram and others being 
taken into custody, came 
under the pretext of alleged 
violation of the newly enact-
ed Peaceful Assembly and 
Public Order Bill, 2024 in 
relation to the party’s public 
rally in Islamabad on Sunday. 
A number of cases were filed 
against PTI leaders, which 
also include the reported 
attack on police at Chongi 
No 26 — which turned into a 
battleground as PTI workers 
and law enforcement agen-
cies (LEAs) clashed after 
the formers deviated routes 
leading to Sangjani, venue 
of public gathering. Cases 
have been registered at the 
Noon Village and Sangjani 
police stations. With the PTI 
seeking the identity of the 
“masked men” who allegedly 
whisked away its lawmakers 
the government pledging to 
take action only if the oppo-
sition party proved its allega-
tions. Gohar has since been 
released whereas the former 
has also been discharged 
from a case registered at 
Sangjani police station.

Afghanistan 
announces..

From Page 01
the project plastered around 
the capital of the same name. 
The pipeline will see around 
33 billion cubic metres of nat-
ural gas each year extracted 
from the Galkynysh gas field 
in the south-east of Turk-
menistan. It will be pumped 
through a 1,800-kilometre 
(1,120-mile) pipeline travers-
ing Afghanistan, including 
Herat and Kandahar in the 
south, before crossing into 
Balochistan province in Pa-
kistan and ending in Fazilka 
in Indian Punjab. Pakistan 
and India will each purchase 
42% of the gas deliveries, 
and Afghanistan 16%, while 
Kabul will also benefit from 
lucrative transit fees of 
around $500 million per 
year, according to Afghan 
media. Work on the Turkmen 
side began in 2015 and was 
initially scheduled to start in 
Afghanistan in 2018, but has 
been repeatedly delayed.

SCO trade 
ministers..

From Page 01
the meeting virtually and 
will not travel to Islamabad.
The ministerial meeting 
follows a series of prepara-
tory meetings by the Com-
mission of Senior Officials 
(CSO) of SCO Member 
States, which concluded in 
Islamabad on 10th and 11th 
September 2024. The min-
isters are set to focus their 
discussions on enhancing 
regional trade cooperation, 
advancing sustainable de-
velopment, and improving 
connectivity among SCO na-
tions to promote economic 
prosperity. The outcomes 
of this meeting will be re-
viewed during the Council 
of Heads of Government 
meeting, scheduled for 15-
16 October 2024 in Islama-
bad. Pakistan, as the current 
Chair of the SCO Council of 
Heads of Government, is us-
ing its position to promote 
economic cooperation. 

Pak secure well-deserved 
victory over Japan by 2-1

India outclass Malaysia 8-1

Asian Hockey Champions Trophy
ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Mixed Martial Arts Federation called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

DNa
BEIJING: Pakistan bagged the 
first victory of the ongoing Asian 
Hockey Champions Trophy by 
beating Japan 2-1 at the Moqi 
Hockey Training Base in Hulun-
buir City, Inner Mongolia, China.
Nadeem Ahmed scored a goal in 
the first quarter to give Pakistan 
the lead but Japan equalised by 
scoring a goal in the second quar-
ter. In the 10th minute of the sec-
ond quarter, Sufyan Khan scored 
a goal to restore Pakistan’s lead 
which was enough to secure a 
win. Remember, Pakistan’s first 
two games ended in a draw.
The Green Shirts’ clash against 
South Korea on Monday ended 
in a 2-2 draw after they failed to 
defend their two-goal lead.
South Korea took the lead by scor-
ing a goal in the second quarter, 
which remained intact until the 
third quarter. Pakistan’s team 
could not score any goals up to 
the third quarter and was los-
ing by one goal. However, in the 
fourth quarter, the Pakistan team 

made an impressive comeback, 
with Hanan Shahid scoring two 
quick goals. But before the match 
could end, Korea scored another 

goal to level the game. On Sunday, 
Pakistan’s match against Malaysia 
also ended in a 2-2 draw.
Pakistan will play China on Sep-

tember 12 followed by India on 
September 14. Pakistan’s Asian 
Champions Trophy Schedule
vs Malaysia (2-2) -September 8

vs South Korea (2-2) - September 9
vs Japan (2-1) - September 11
vs China - September 12
vs India - September 14.

‘2023 ODI World Cup 
generated economic 
impact of 1.39$ bln
The assessment claimed that mega-
event held in October-November last 
year was biggest-ever ODI World Cup

Web DesK

DUBAI: The 2023 ODI World Cup in India generated 
an “economic impact” of USD 1.39 billion (INR 11,637 
Crores) with tourism among the biggest beneficiaries, 
according to a report released by the International 
Cricket Council on Wednesday. The Economic Impact 
Assessment conducted by Nielsen for the ICC, claimed 
that the mega-event held in October-November last year 
was the biggest-ever ODI World Cup. “The ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2023 has demonstrated the signifi-
cant economic power of cricket, generating economic 
benefit of USD 1.39 billion for India,” ICC Chief Execu-
tive, Geoff Allardice said in a statement. Australia end-
ed India’s unbeaten run in the tournament to win the 
trophy for a record-extending sixth time. “The impact of 
tourism across the host cities amounted to USD 861.4 
million of revenue generation, through accommodation, 
travel, transportation and food and beverage because 
of a massive influx of domestic and foreign tourists at-
tending the matches,” read an ICC statement. “The sec-
ondary and incremental spends within the economy was 
a key driver, generating USD 515.7 million, which was 
approximately 37 per cent of the total impact.” Howev-
er, the ICC did not specify whether the massive figure 
cited in the report is actual revenue. A record-breaking 
1.25 million spectators attended the mega event, of 
which nearly 75 per cent were attending an ICC 50-
over match for the first time ever, the report claimed.

PTI demands 
‘do more’ 

from speaker 
From Page 01

He urged the NA speaker 
to launch the FIR against 
the officials of intelligence 
agencies instead of police 
over Sept 9 fiasco in the 
Parliament House. Accord-
ing to Ayub, the govern-
ment is in panic as last two 
public rallies of PTI were 
very impressive.

Baloch 
assumes 
charge...
From Page 01

She served as Pakistan’s 
Consul General to Cheng-
du, China (2014-2017); High 
Commissioner to Malaysia 
(2019-2023); and Ambassador 
to the European Union, Bel-
gium and Luxembourg (2023-
2024). Holding a degree of 
Masters in History, Amna 
Baloch joined the Foreign 
Services of Pakistan in 1991. 

IMO SG 
to make 

historic...
From Page 01

Sustainability Exhibition 
and Conference” and hold 
meetings with Pakistan’s 
leadership and senior gov-
ernment officials.  The 
Secretary General’s visit 
will afford an opportunity 
for Pakistan and IMO to ex-
change views on maritime 
sector and blue economy.  
As a founding member of 
IMO, Pakistan is deeply 
committed to IMO’s vision 
of safe, secure and efficient 
shipping on clean oceans. 
Pakistan has served for five 
terms on the IMO Council 
and has consistently con-
tributed in upholding the 
IMO objectives.

Bilawal 
warns 

govt of...
From Page 01

He also asked the law-
makers from the embat-
tled opposition party not 
to leave their parliamen-
tary committees. Bilawal 
said that the PTI legisla-
tors during the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) government ex-
hibited “stubbornness” 
despite his advice against 
leaving the national and 
provincial assemblies. 
“They are not ready to 
shake hands,” said Bila-
wal after the PTI found-
er announced to end all 
kinds of negotiations. “If 
they want to go ahead 
like this, then we are fine 
with it.” Recalling the 
“Charter of Democracy” 
between the PML-N and 
the PPP, Bilawal said: “A 
specific lobby will never 
want to see a consensus 
[among political par-
ties].” He claimed that 
conspiracies was hatched 
to sabotage the political 
consensus “via Iftikhar 
Chaudhry [then chief jus-
tice of Pakistan]”. 

Court Notice

Rawalpindi hosts Taekwondo 
belt promotion test ceremony
 

spoRts CoRRespoNDeNt 

Rawalpindi: Under the supervision of 
the Rawalpindi Sports Department, 
the National Taekwondo Academy, led 
by President Attaullah Khan and Coach 
Mehabullah Khan, hosted a successful 
Taekwondo Belt Promotion Test cer-
emony at the Shehbaz Sharif Sports 
Complex in Rawalpindi. District Sports 

Officer, Shams Tahir Abbasi, present-
ed the trophy, belt, and certificate to 
Ahmed Abid, who secured the first po-
sition in the yellow belt category. Also 
present on the occasion were:
- Abid Mahmood Mughal, President of 
Rawalpindi Chase Association and Chair-
man of Media Workers Organization
- Sarwar Naimee, SHO of Islamabad Police
- Tahir Ahmed, Incharge E-Library 
Rawalpindi

Afghanistan 
express 

desireto host 
Asian events
ACB put forward 
their wish during 
the ACC meeting

DNa
LAHORE: The Afghanistan 
Cricket Board (ACB) has ex-
pressed their desire to host 
the Asian Cricket Council 
(ACC) events in the future. 
ACB put forward their wish 
during the ACC meeting, 
chaired by Jay Shah, in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
The meeting discussed 
the inclusion of cricket in 
the 2026 Asian Games. 
Other topics included ACC 
tournaments, media rights 
for 2024–31, and the in-
clusion of new countries. 
Discussions also took place 
regarding the finalisation 
of the schedule for the up-
coming Bangladesh-Afghan-
istan series. Bangladesh 
are set to tour Afghanistan 
for a series in all formats, 
and has given a positive re-
sponse regarding the tour. 
he long-going discussion 
of foraying cricket in the 
2026 Asian Games also 
made it to the discussion. 
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Erdogan also expressed confidence in further actions to support the Crimean Tatar Turks, saying: 
 “I believe that additional steps will continue to be taken to strengthen the rights of the 

 Crimean Tatar Turks in the upcoming period”
foReigN DesK

ANKARA: President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdoğan sent a video message to 
the 4th Crimea Platform Leaders 
Summit on Wednesday and reiter-
ated Türkiye’s steadfast support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity while emphasizing ongoing 
support for Crimean Tatar rights. 
“Our support for Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and independ-
ence is unwavering. The return of 
Crimea to Ukraine is a requirement 
of international law,” he said. He high-
lighted Türkiye’s stance on Crimea, 
stressing that its return to Ukraine 
aligns with international legal stand-
ards, pointing out the enduring 

pain experienced by Crimean Tatar 
Turks, whose suffering has per-
sisted for eight decades. Erdoğan 
also expressed confidence in fur-
ther actions to support the Crimean 
Tatar Turks, saying: “I believe that 
additional steps will continue to be 
taken to strengthen the rights of 
the Crimean Tatar Turks in the up-
coming period.” The Turkish pres-
ident thanked Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and leader of 
the Crimean Tatars Mustafa Abdul-
cemil Kirimoglu for their roles in or-
ganizing the summit, which marks 
the 80th anniversary of the Crime-
an Tatar expulsion. He also stressed 
that Türkiye has never recognized 
the annexation of Crimea, which 

has exacerbated the suffering of 
the region’s people. The president 
underscored the rights of Crimean 
Tatar Turks to live “freely, securely, 
and peacefully in their own home-
land.” The president further noted 
the positive development of Nariman 
Celal’s release from captivity and ex-
pressed hope for the freedom of all 
Crimean Tatar compatriots, including 
Hasan Ahmedov and Aziz Ahmedov. 
The three men were among those 
arrested by Russian forces in 2021 on 
charges of sabotaging an oil pipeline. 
Activists say all three were forced into 
a false confession and their arrests 
were politically motivated. Zelenskyy 
has earlier described the arrests as 
an attempt to crack down on Crime-

an dissent against illegal annexation. 
Concluding his address, Erdoğan con-
veyed Ankara’s broader aspirations 
for the resolution of the conflict, not-
ing: “Our sincere wish is for the war 
to end with a fair and lasting peace 
based on Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity, sovereignty and independence.” 
Lastly, he expressed hope that the 
platform’s efforts will contribute to 
international peace initiatives in the 
region and commemorate those who 
have passed away during the 80th an-
niversary of the exile. Russian forces 
entered the Crimean Peninsula in 
February 2014, with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin formally di-
viding the region into two separate 
federal subjects of the Russian Fed-

eration the following month. Since 
then, Crimean Tatars have contin-
ued their struggle for Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity against Russian 
occupation. Crimea’s ethnic Tatars 
have faced persecution since Rus-
sia’s 2014 takeover of the peninsu-
la, a situation Türkiye has decried. 
Türkiye and the U.S., as well as 
the U.N. General Assembly, view 
the annexation as illegal. Türkiye 
is among the few countries main-
taining good ties both with Kyiv and 
Moscow after the conflict broke 
out between Russia and Ukraine. It 
strives for balanced diplomacy but 
persists on the Crimea issue as a 
country with historical ties to resi-
dents of the peninsula.  

Erdogan reaffirms support for Ukraine over crimea

Briefs
Sisi calls for 

European 
pressure on 

Israel
CAIRO: Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi called 
on Wednesday for Euro-
pean pressure to reach a 
cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.
Speaking during a joint 
press conference in Cairo 
with German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
Sisi underlined the impor-
tance of piling pressure by 
the European countries 
to strike a cease-fire deal 
in Gaza. He also affirmed 
his country’s rejection of 
Israel’s use of hunger as a 
weapon against Palestini-
ans.
For months, Egypt, Qatar 
and the US have been try-
ing to reach an agreement 
between Israel and Hamas 
to ensure a prisoner ex-
change and a cease-fire and 
allow humanitarian aid to 
enter Gaza. But mediation 
efforts have been stalled 
due to Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
refusal to meet Hamas’ de-
mands to stop the war.
The Egyptian leader said 
his talks with his German 
counterpart also dwelt on 
a dam project being built by 
Ethiopia on the Nile River, 
which Cairo sees an “exis-
tential threat” to its water 
share from the Nile.
Wednesday’s visit by the 
German president is the 
first to Egypt in 25 years, 
according to Egyptian me-
dia. His visit comes as Isra-
el continues a brutal offen-
sive on the Gaza Strip since 
an Oct. 7 Hamas attack de-
spite a UN Security Council 
resolution demanding an 
immediate cease-fire. More 
than 41,000 people, mostly 
women and children, have 
since been killed and near-
ly 95,000 others injured, 
according to local health 
authorities. An ongoing 
blockade of the enclave has 
led to severe shortages of 
food, clean water and med-
icine, leaving much of the 
region in ruins. Israel faces 
accusations of genocide for 
its actions in Gaza at the 
International Court of Jus-
tice.—Agencies 

Aid group 
MSF protests 
Italy migrant 

policy
ROME: The president of 
medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) 
accused Italy’s hard-right 
government Wednesday of 
seeking to criminalise hu-
manitarian aid to drowning 
migrants, as a court sus-
pended authorities’ block-
age of its ship. The organ-
isation’s search and rescue 
vessel, the Geo Barents, 
has been at port in Salerno, 
Italy, for two weeks after 
being placed under adminis-
trative detention by Italian 
authorities, a decision MSF 
appealed. On Wednesday 
afternoon, that appeals 
court suspended the order, 
allowing the Geo Barents 
to be “free to return to the 
Mediterranean”, an MSF 
spokesman confirmed to 
AFP. Ahead of the decision, 
MSF’s president, surgeon 
Christos Christou, said It-
aly’s accusations that the 
group had failed to pro-
vide timely information to 
coordinating authorities 
during multiple rescues it 
carried out on August 23 
were baseless. He accused 
Italy of creating obstacles 
to saving migrants in the 
Mediterranean. “I felt I had 
to come here (to Salerno) 
to advocate about how un-
fair it is to detain the Geo 
Barents for 60 days while 
there is so much happen-
ing in the Mediterranean,” 
where desperate migrants 
try to reach Europe from 
Libya, Christou said in an 
interview with AFP. Under 
Italy’s law, vessels operat-
ed by rescue charities are 
obliged to only perform 
one rescue at a time, a 
system the groups charge 
is inefficient and puts lives 
at risk. Christou said that 
on August 23, having just 
completed a rescue and 
following instructions from 
Italian authorities to head 
to port, it witnessed anoth-
er migrant boat in distress 
and went to help. “People 
were jumping into the sea. 
They were there, helpless, 
without any life vests,” 
Christou said. “We were 
trying to contact the Lib-
yan coast guard again but 
there was no response. 
Looking at the people in 
the sea, in that moment 
the only thing you must do 
is to offer a hand and pull 
them out of the sea,” he 
said.—APP

French PM 
promises 

to form new 
govt next 

week
PARIS: French Prime Min-
ister Michel Barnier said 
on Wednesday that he will 
name his government next 
week. President Emma-
nuel Macron last Thursday 
chose Barnier, a 73-year-old 
conservative and former 
Brexit negotiator, to lead 
the government after two 
months of political turmoil 
following snap elections 
that saw no party winning 
an outright majority in 
parliament.  French Prime 
Minister Michel Barnier 
said on Wednesday that he 
will form his new govern-
ment next week, potential-
ly capping one period of 
political uncertainty ahead 
of a likely fight over the 
2025 budget. President 
Emmanuel Macron picked 
Barnier, a 73-year-old con-
servative and former Brexit 
negotiator, to lead the gov-
ernment two months after 
a snap legislative election 
called by Macron resulted 
in a leftist alliance winning 
the most votes but falling 
short of an absolute ma-
jority. Barnier has said he 
would defend some of the 
president’s key policies and 
toughen the government’s 
immigration stance. His 
government will be tasked 
with steering reforms and 
the budget through a hung 
parliament, amid pressure 
from the European Com-
mission and bond markets 
for France to reduce its 
deficit.—APP

Super 
Typhoon 

kills 150 in 
Vietnam

HANOI: Thousands of peo-
ple living along the Red 
River in Vietnam’s capital 
Hanoi were evacuated on 
Wednesday, as floods and 
landslides caused by Asia’s 
most powerful storm this 
year killed at least 152 peo-
ple in the country’s north. 
Typhoon Yagi also wreaked 
havoc on many factories 
and flooded warehouses 
in coastal export-oriented 
industrial hubs east of Ha-
noi, forcing closures and 
threatening global supply 
chains. Vietnam’s capital 
of Hanoi evacuated thou-
sands of people living near 
the swollen Red River as its 
waters flooded streets days 
after Typhoon Yagi battered 
the country’s north, killing 
at least 152 people. Asia’s 
most powerful typhoon this 
year, Yagi brought gales and 
heavy rain as it moved west-
wards after landfall on Sat-
urday, collapsing a bridge 
this week while scythed 
through provinces along 
the Red River, the area’s 
largest “This is the worst 
flood I have seen in 30 
years,” Hanoi resident Tran 
Le Quyen, 42, told Reuters, 
adding that she had to move 
furniture from her flooded 
home to higher ground. “It 
was dry yesterday morning. 
Now the entire street is 
flooded. We couldn’t sleep 
last night.” The typhoon 
and subsequent landslides 
and floods have killed 152 
people while 140 were 
missing, the government 
estimated. Some schools 
in Hanoi have told students 
to stay home for the rest of 
the week, while thousands 
of residents of low-lying ar-
eas have been evacuated, 
government and state me-
dia said. —DNA

Afghanistan 
says to begin 
work on huge 
gas pipeline

ISLIM CHESHMA: Afghan-
istan said Wednesday work 
would begin on a $10 bil-
lion gas pipeline traversing 
South Asia as officials joined 
dignitaries in neighbouring 
Turkmenistan to celebrate 
its completion on that side 
of the border. Progress on 
the TAPI pipeline -- running 
through Turkmenistan, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and India -- has been re-
peatedly delayed because 
of security issues in 
conflict-ravaged Afghan-
istan. “From today the 
operations will start on 
Afghanistan’s soil,” Tali-
ban government spokes-
man Zabihullah Mujahid 
said at the ceremony in 
comments broadcast by 
Afghan state television. 
At the border ceremo-
ny in Islim Cheshma in 
Turkmenistan, officials 
on both sides, including 
Afghan Prime Minister 
Hassan Akhund, hailed 
the project.—Agencies 

Islamabad Marriott Hotel 
launches Thai food festival 

DNa

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Marriott Hotel is 
excited to announce the 
much-anticipated Thai 
Food Festival, on Septem-
ber 19th, 2024. This fes-
tival promises to deliver 
an authentic Thai culinary 
experience and cultural 
showcase that is sure to 
captivate guests. 
Speaking at the press con-
ference, the Hotel Man-
ager of the Islamabad 
Marriott Hotel Mr Has-
san Khan expressed his 
enthusiasm for hosting 
the festival, stating: “We 
are thrilled to bring the 
rich flavors of Thailand 
to Islamabad through this 
vibrant festival. Our goal 
is to provide our guests 
with an immersive cultur-
al experience, allowing 
them to savor authentic 
Thai cuisine while enjoy-
ing performances that 
showcase the beauty of 
Thai culture. We are hon-
ored to have the collab-
oration of the Royal Thai 
Embassy and look forward 
to welcoming everyone to 
this exciting event.”
The Chargé d’Affaires Ms. 
Kamolwan Sriposil  of the 
Royal Thai Embassy also 
shared he thoughts on the 
festival, highlighting the 
importance of cultural ex-
change through food: “Food 

has always been a signifi-
cant part of Thailand’s cul-
ture, and we are pleased to 
share our culinary heritage 
with the people of Islama-
bad. The Thai Food Festival 
at the Islamabad Marriott 
Hotel offers a wonderful 

opportunity for locals and 
expatriates alike to expe-
rience the vibrant and di-
verse flavors of Thailand, 
while also enjoying tradi-
tional Thai performances. 
We are grateful for the 
hospitality of the Islamabad 

Marriott Hotel in making 
this festival a reality.”
In addition to the delecta-
ble Thai cuisine prepared 
by the hotel’s expert Thai 
chef, guests will be treat-
ed to live performances 
by a special Thai cultural 

troupe, flown in directly 
from Thailand to enrich the 
festival’s atmosphere. The 
menu will feature an array 
of traditional Thai dishes, 
from spicy salads to creamy 
curries, offering a true 
taste of Thailand.

Guests are encouraged to 
join this unique culinary 
journey and experience 
Thailand’s rich food her-
itage and cultural perfor-
mances, right here in Islam-
abad.
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Biden ‘outraged’ by killing  
 of Turkish American activist

Israel must do more to ensure that incidents like this never  
happen again, says US president

 WASHINGTON: US 
President Joe Biden said 
Wednesday that he is “out-
raged and deeply saddened” 
by the killing of a Turkish 
American activist by Israeli 
forces in the occupied West 
Bank, saying the shooting “is 
totally unacceptable.”
The president hailed Aysenur 
Ezgi Eygi, 26, as “an activist 
whose idealism led her to 
travel to the West Bank to 
peacefully protest the ex-
pansion of settlements.” He 
pointed to the findings of a 
recent Israeli preliminary 
investigation, which he said 
indicated Eygi’s death “was 
the result of a tragic error 
resulting from an unneces-
sary escalation.” “The U.S. 
government has had full ac-
cess to Israel’s preliminary 
investigation, and expects 

continued access as the in-
vestigation continues, so that 
we can have confidence in 
the result,” Biden said in a 
statement.
“There must be full account-
ability. And Israel must do 
more to ensure that incidents 
like this never happen again,” 

he added. Biden has not spo-
ken with the family of Eygi to 
offer his condolences despite 
a long history of calling fam-
ilies of bereaved Americans. 
Ezgi’s partner, Hamid Ali, 
rejected on Tuesday Bid-
en’s characterization of her 
shooting as “an accident,” 
saying Ezgi was “peacefully 
standing for justice as an 
international observer and 
witness to Palestinian suf-
fering.” Ali also criticized 
the lack of communication 
from the White House, say-
ing: “For four days, we have 
waited for President Biden to 
pick up the phone and do the 
right thing: To call us, offer 
his condolences, and let us 
know that he is ordering an 
independent investigation of 
the killing of Aysenur.” Ali’s 
statement came after Biden 

told reporters that “appar-
ently it was an accident -- it 
ricocheted off the ground, 
and she got hit by accident. 
I’m working that out now.” 
The Israeli army said Tues-
day that it is “highly likely” 
that Eygi was “indirectly and 
unintentionally” hit by fire 
from its forces. Eygi, 26, a 
dual Turkish-US national, 
was killed by Israeli forc-
es during a protest Friday 
against illegal Israeli settle-
ments in the town of Beita, 
outside of Nablus. Eygi, 
born in Antalya, Türkiye in 
1998, moved to the US with 
her family when she was 
an infant and graduated in 
June from the University 
of Washington, where she 
studied psychology and 
Middle Eastern languag-
es.

Iran, Iraq sign 14 
cooperation agreements 

 

Web DesK
    
TEHRAN: Iran and Iraq 
signed 14 bilateral coop-
eration agreements on 
Wednesday during Iranian 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s visit to Iraq, his first 
foreign trip since taking of-
fice last month.
Speaking at a joint press 
conference with Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani in Baghdad follow-
ing delegation-level talks, 
Pezeshkian said the agree-
ments “mark the beginning 
of expanded cooperation” 
between the two neighbor-
ing countries.
Pezeshkian arrived in the 
Iraqi capital on a four-day 
visit Wednesday morning, 
accompanied by a high-rank-
ing ministerial delegation, 
to hold discussions with Ira-
qi officials on bilateral and 

regional issues.
The Iranian president said 
he and the Iraqi prime min-

ister agreed to form a com-
mittee of experts and de-
velop strategic, long-term 
plans that would enhance 

cooperation between Teh-
ran and Baghdad.
He emphasized the im-

portance of implement-
ing security cooperation 
agreements between the 
two nations “to combat 

terrorism,” particularly fo-
cusing on the fight against 
the Daesh/ISIS terror 
group and efforts to curb 
cross-border smuggling.
Pezeshkian reiterated 
Iran’s commitment to an 
“independent, sovereign, 
and secure Iraq,” stressing 
the importance of fostering 
“sincerity, friendship, and 
brotherhood” between the 
two countries.
“If we stand together, we 
can take significant steps. 
This trip is a great oppor-
tunity to share our per-
spectives and take the next 
steps within the framework 
of the signed agreements 
and understandings,” he 
said. The Iranian leader 
said special committees 
would be formed to ensure 
the proper implementa-
tion of the agreements and 
memorandums of under-
standing signed during his 
first official foreign visit.

Time has come to 
explore peace prospects: 

German chancellor
BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Wednesday 
said that the time has come to look at peaceful ways of 
ending the war in Ukraine.  “And I say again, now is the 
moment, now is the time when we have to explore what 
possibilities arise, and it is right when the Ukrainian 
president says, and I will repeat this again, we need an-
other peace conference, and Russia must then be at the 
table; that is the task that we now have to tackle,” Scholz 
said in his speech to the parliament in Berlin.  “We will 
do everything we can to ensure that we have the oppor-
tunity to have peace, a fair peace that is not a dictated 
peace, not a surrender and which respects the integrity 
and sovereignty of Ukraine as an invaded country,” he 
added.  On Sunday, Scholz expressed support for invit-
ing Russia to an international peace conference to end 
the war in Ukraine.He told public broadcaster ZDF that 
during his recent meeting with Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy, they discussed the latest develop-
ments, as well as prospects for a new peace conference 
to end the war. “I think this is the moment when we 
have to discuss how we can get out of this war situation, 
and achieve peace more quickly than what it seems at 
the moment,” Scholz said. “There will definitely be an-
other peace conference, and President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy and I agree that it must also be the one that would 
include Russia,” the German chancellor added. Mean-
while, Scholz vowed again to crack down hard on illegal 
migration in his country. “We have now organized such a 
deportation flight to Afghanistan and I can tell you that 
we will have more and will continue to do so. — DNA

Northern Cyprus 
president calls on UK to 

review unequal treatment 
foReigN DesK

ANKARA: Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 
President Ersin Tatar has 
called on the UK to review 
the country’s unequal treat-
ment of Turkish Cypriots. 
Speaking to British channel 
GB News on Wednesday, 
Tatar pointed out that one 
of the injustices is the lack 
of direct flights from the 
UK to the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus. Easing 
the isolation imposed on 
them would contribute to 
peace, Tatar emphasized, 
adding that the unequal 
treatment of the Turkish 
Cypriots needs to be re-
viewed. Highlighting the 
benefits of a two-state solu-
tion for Cyprus, he said 
cooperation in many areas 
such as energy, water, and 
natural resources will ben-

efit both Turkish Cypriots 
and Greek Cypriots. He re-
minded the UK government 
that, as one of the guaran-
tor powers of Cyprus, it 
has responsibilities and 
obligations to both Turkish 
Cypriots and Greek Cypri-
ots. He called for an end to 
the injustice. The island of 
Cyprus has been mired in 
a decades-long dispute be-
tween Greek Cypriots and 
Turkish Cypriots, despite a 
series of diplomatic efforts 
to achieve a comprehensive 
settlement. Ethnic attacks 
starting in the early 1960s 
forced Turkish Cypriots 
to withdraw into enclaves 
for their safety. In 1974, a 
Greek Cypriot coup aimed 
at Greece’s annexation of 
the island led to Türkiye’s 
military intervention as a 
guarantor power to protect 
Turkish Cypriots from per-
secution and violence.
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Punjab govt ends 
electricity relief for 

Islamabad consumers
Consumers will not 
receive any relief in 

electricity bills for month 
of Sept, says IESCO

mehtab piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: The Punjab government 
has discontinued the Rs14 per unit re-
lief for the electricity consumers of the 
federal capital announced in August for 
two months, the Islamabad Electricity 
Supply Company (IESCO) said in a 
statement on Wednesday. 
The power utility said the the con-
sumers will not receive any relief in 
electricity bills for the month of Sep-
tember. The electricity company also 
notified that orders have been issued 
for a change in billing software. 
The subsidy worth Rs45 billion was 
announced on August 16 by the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif for 
Punjab and the federal capital for the 
months of August and September.
The subsidy was announced for consum-
ers using 201 to 500 units per month. 
However, the Punjab power consumers 

would get relief in the next month’s 
power bills. The Punjab government 
was met with criticism by the oppos-
ing leaders of Sindh and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa who at the time stated that 
the subsidy was a futile and short-term 
attempt to provide relief to the masses 
reeling under sky-high power tariffs. 
PPP leader Murtaza Wahab, speaking on 
the Geo News programme Naya Pakistan 
stated that every government is respon-
sible for providing long-term relief in-
stead of short-lived measures.  The may-
or of Karachi, whose party had formed a 
coalition government with the PML-N in 
the Centre, also invited the federal gov-
ernment to work on long-term plans to 
provide relief to the masses.  
Adviser on Finance to the Chief Minis-
ter of KP Muzammil Aslam was anoth-
er political figure who disagreed with 
the subsidy. During the same program 
on Geo News, he stated that it would 
be tantamount to wasting public re-
sources in the name of relief. 
He added that Sindh and KP were gener-
ating electricity at a low cost saying that 
the cost of per unit electricity would be 
Rs8 through the new power projects in 
KP whereas the Punjab government is 
generating electricity at the cost of Rs75 
per unit via imported furnace. 

NeWs DesK

NEW YORK: Kamala Harris and Donald Trump set out 
Wednesday to ride the momentum from their high-stakes 
White House debate into the two-month final sprint to No-
vember as they sought to mop up undecided voters and 
shake up a presidential race that has ground to a dead heat. 
The Democratic vice president and her Republican rival re-
main neck-and-neck in both nationwide and swing state poll-
ing, days before first ballots are mailed out and early in-per-
son voting begins in several key states. Both candidates 
declared victory after coming face to face for the first time 
on the biggest night so far 
of the campaign — although 
any boost or dent in support 
is unlikely to show up in 
polling for several days. The 
ABC News-hosted debate 
in Philadelphia was punc-
tuated by tense exchanges, 
although Harris focused on 
policy while Trump’s an-
swers were littered with wild 
falsehoods and were often 
about his past grievances. 
“She focused on the major 
thematic contrasts between 

her and Trump.... For his part, Trump didn’t hurt himself 
with his loyal followers but he likely didn’t make any inroads 
with undecided voters either,” said PR expert Andrew Kon-
eschusky, a former press secretary to Democratic Senate 
leader Chuck Schumer. Republican strategist Liam Donovan 
said while Harris scored points on Trump, the Republican 
“largely whiffed” in his efforts to tie his opponent to Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s more unpopular policies, instead accusing 
her of Marxism “and going on angry tirades about migrants 
run amok.” “Don’t expect this debate to have an immedi-
ate impact in the polls, but it will surely boost morale at a 
time when Democrats are getting anxious,” he said. After 
replacing Biden as the candidate in July, Harris rode a wave 

of enthusiasm through the 
Democratic convention that 
hugely boosted her popu-
larity and gave her record 
fundraising numbers. And 
with Biden gone, 78-year-old 
Trump finds himself as the 
candidate facing questions 
about his advanced age and 
mental acuity, with renewed 
focus on his eccentric and 
often rambling speeches. 
But Harris, 59, had seen her 
polling momentum begin to 
stall ahead of the debate. 

Kamala Harris and Trump ride 
debate buzz into election sprint

Both candidates declared victory after coming face to face for the first 
time on the biggest night so far of the campaign — although any boost 

or dent in support is unlikely to show up in polling for several days

Briefs
Pakistan’s 
mpox tally 

reaches six 
staff RepoRt

PESHAWAR: Another case 
of the mpox, also known as 
monkeypox, was reported 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), taking the total tally 
of the virus to six in Paki-
stan, provincial Health Min-
ister Syed Qasim Ali Shah 
said on Wednesday.
This is the sixth case re-
ported in the country this 
year and the fifth since the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) declared the recent 
outbreak of the disease as a 
public health emergency of 
international concern after 
the new variant of the virus 
was identified in August.
The latest patient is a res-
ident of Lower Dir area of 
KP, according to the Na-
tional Institute of Health 
Islamabad. He was isolated 
after the screening at the 
Peshawar Airport and after 
a medical test, he was con-
firmed as a carrier of the 
mpox virus, it added.
The KP health minister 
said: “A public health lab 
confirmed the presence of 
the mpox virus in the pa-
tient’s [blood] samples.”
“The patient has been quar-
antined at his home in the 
Lower Dir area,” the min-
ister said, adding that he 
reached Islamabad from a 
Gulf country on Septem-
ber 7 and then stayed at a 
hotel in Peshawar. Shah fur-
ther added: “Next day the 
patient went to a private 
clinic for [some] treatment 
and was then transferred to 
Khyber Teaching Hospital.”

Ukraine’s 
victory 

‘depends’ on 
US: Zelensky

KYIV: President Volody-
myr Zelensky said Wednes-
day that Ukraine’s plan to 
defeat Russia depended 
on Washington’s support, 
speaking as US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
visited Kyiv. “As for the 
plan for victory... it depends 
mostly on the support of 
the United States. And oth-
er partners,” Zelensky said 
in a press conference.
His remarks come just un-
der two months before US 
elections that could be chal-
lenging for Ukraine if Don-
ald Trump is back in the 
White House. Trump aides 
have suggested that if he 
wins, he would leverage aid 
to force Kyiv into territori-
al concessions to Russia to 
end the war. Zelensky has 
said he will outline a plan to 
end the war by November.
He has argued that a sur-
prise incursion by Ukrainian 
troops into Russia’s Kursk 
region allows Kyiv to en-
ter potential negotiations 
from a position of strength. 
Ukraine held a peace sum-
mit in June in Switzerland 
with leaders and top officials 
from more than 90 coun-
tries but did not invite Rus-
sia. Zelensky has since said 
Moscow should be included 
in the next gathering. The 
Kremlin has ruled out talks 
since the assault in Kursk, 
and has demanded Ukraine 
cede swathes of territory for 
a ceasefire. – Agencies

SHC to hear 
petition 

against Dar’s 
appointment
Position of deputy 
prime minister was 

not mentioned in the 
Constitution, argued 
Petitioner’s lawyer

NaziR siyal

KARACHI: The Sindh High 
Court has accepted an ur-
gent petition challenging 
the appointment of Federal 
Minister Ishaq Dar as dep-
uty prime minister. Chief 
Justice of the Sindh High 
Court presided over the 
hearing and requested re-
sponses from both parties 
within two weeks.
The petitioner’s lawyer, 
Tariq Mansoor Advocate, 
argued that the position of 
deputy prime minister was 
not mentioned in the Con-
stitution under Articles 90 
and 91. He said that these 
articles only recognized the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet 
members. He claimed that 
the deputy prime minister 
was neither accountable to 
the Senate nor Parliament.
The Chief Justice noted 
that similar appointments, 
such as that of Pervaiz Ela-
hi, had occurred previously 
and asked if this case was 
any different. The peti-
tioner’s lawyer responded 
that Elahi’s appointment 
in 2013 was accompanied 
by a notification specifying 
that the deputy prime min-
ister would not exercise the 
prime minister’s powers.

20 bln was 
deposited in 
funds Govt 
demands 

release of dams 
funds from SC

speCial CoRRespoNDeNt

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has demanded 
release of dams funds from 
SC. A four-member bench 
headed by CJP Qazi Faez Isa 
heard the Diamer-Bhasha 
and Mohmand dams funds 
case today. Additional Attor-
ney General Amir Rehman 
informed the court that a 
miscellaneous application had 
been filed and dams funds 
must be handed over to the 
federal government and Wa-
ter and Power Development 
Authority (WAPDA). Amir 
Rehman said that the funds 
were deposited in the account 
opened in the State Bank in 
the supervision of the SC.

After Imran Khan, PM and Hamza 
seek relief under NAB law tweaks
Father-son duo seeks transfer of Ramazan Sugar Mills reference to anti-graft body

aDil shaheeN

ISLAMABAD: After incarcerated PTI 
founder Imran Khan sought relief under 
amendments to the National Accountabili-
ty Ordinance 1999 recently restored by the 
Supreme Court, Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and his son Hamza Shehbaz demand-
ed retransfer of Ramazan Sugar Mills refer-
ence to the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB). The apex court, on September 6, 
accepted intra-court appeals filed against 
the September 15, 2023, majority judge-
ment striking down the amendments to the 
National Accountability Ordinance.
Approving the intra-court appeals filed by 
the federal and provincial governments, 
the top court remarked Imran could not 
prove that NAB amendments were uncon-
stitutional. During today’s hearing, the fa-
ther-son duo’s counsel argued that the ref-
erence against their clients is ‘inadmissible’ 
after the Supreme Court’s verdict and that 
the “accountability court lacks jurisdiction 
to proceed in the case”. In response to the 
argument, the judge asked the lawyers to 
file an application for the transfer of sugar 
mills reference to the anti-graft body. The 
court added the hearing on the application 
will be conducted on October 1.

Meanwhile, it also accepted Hamza She-
hbaz’s plea for exemption from personal 
appearance. On February 18, 2019, the 
anti-graft crusader filed a reference against 
Hamza and Shehbaz, alleging that the for-
mer Punjab chief minister had misused 
his authority to get a 10km sludge carrier 
constructed in district Chiniot to facilitate 
Ramzan Sugar Mills, owned by his sons.

The anti-corruption bureau had alleged that 
the ‘project’ had inflicted a loss of Rs213 
million to the national exchequer. The ref-
erence was reopened in November 2023 
after the amendments — introduced by the 
coalition government of the Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM) — were struck 
down. Earlier, Imran also sought acquittal 
from the £190 million case under the NAB 

amendments — which he had challenged.
The deposed prime minister’s lawyer told 
the accountability court in Rawalpindi’s 
Adiala jail that the case was no longer valid 
after the verdict as all the cabinet decisions 
are protected in NAB amendments. Under 
the amendments, the NAB was restricted 
from investigating into any graft case worth 
less than Rs500 million besides curtailing 
the accountability body’s powers to probe 
into a fraud case unless its victims are 
more than 100. It also modified the NAB 
law to keep an accused in its custody for 
a maximum of 14 days which was later ex-
ceeded to 30 days. Moreover, the amend-
ments barred the anti-corruption watchdog 
from taking action on federal, provincial or 
local tax-related matters.
Additionally, regulatory bodies operating in 
the country were removed from the NAB 
purview under the amendments besides 
transferring the pending interrogations, 
investigations, and trials against individuals 
or financial matters to relevant institutions 
and courts. The changes to the law includ-
ed a reduction of the four-year term of the 
NAB chairman and the bureau’s prosecutor 
general to three years. Moreover, it also 
set a three-year term for the judges of the 
accountability courts and that courts be 
bound to decide a case within one year. 
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan 
meets China's Vice Minister Ling Ji to discuss boosting trade, 

Gwadar Port, Shanghai Cooperation Organization and participation 
in China International Import Exhibition. – DNA

PHC grants transit bail to 
Omar Ayub, Asad Qaiser
Court also grants bail to PTI's Zartaj  
Gul and Faisal Amin till October 10

CouRt RepoRteR

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High Court 
(PHC) on Wednesday approved Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders Omar Ayub, 
AsadQaiser, Faisal Amin and Zartaj Gul’s 
petitions seeking transit bail in connection 
with cases filed against them regarding the 
former ruling party’s power show in Islama-
bad September 8. Justice Shakeel Ahmed of 
the PHC heard the pleas and granted them 
bail till October 10. In their petition, Omar 
and Qaiser said cases were filed against 
them and other party leaders by the Islam-
abad administration for ending the rally two 
hours after the scheduled time.
The petitioners said that they want to ap-
pear in the relevant courts and demanded 
for transit bail in this regard. The plea also 
said that they fear their arrest. Omar, while 
speaking to media persons today, ques-

tioned the powers behind masked people 
entering the Parliament to arrest lawmak-
ers. “This does not work in a democracy. 
Ali Amin Gandapur is the chief executive of 
the province and he represents 40 million 
people,” said the PTI leader.  The devel-
opment comes after the Islamabad police 
launched a crackdown on PTI leaders in-
cluding Chairman Barrister Gohar Khan 
and arrested them outside the Parliament 
House for allegedly violating the newly en-
acted public gathering law during the rally.  
The Islamabad police said PTI leaders 
Omar and Zartaj would also be taken into 
custody. Heavy contingents of police were 
deployed outside the parliament while all 
entry and exit routes to the Red Zone were 
also closed from D-Chowk, Nadra Chowk, 
Serena, and Marriott, except for Margala 
Road. However, Ali Muhammad Khan was 
not taken into custody by the police when 
he departed from the parliament.


