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Imran Khan defends 
K-P CM, urges PTI 
to remove ‘cowards’ 

Khayam abbasi 
RAwAlPIndI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founding leader Imran Khan has 
defended Ali Amin Gandapur and the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister’s contro-
vertial remarks that have landed him in 
hot water recently. Talking about the K-P 
CM’s incendiary remarks, Khan claimed 
that Gandapur had merely expressed the 
‘nation’s sentiments.’ ‘Party members who 
had apologised for Gandapur’s remarks are 
weak cowards, they should not remain in 
the PTI,’ Imran Khan said. Imran Khan also 
stated that the establishment has deceived 
them, and he is closing the doors to negoti-
ations with all parties from today. Speaking 
informally with journalists at Adiala Jail, he 
said that from today he is instructing his 
party not to engage in any discussions with 
the establishment. The establishment has 
deceived us, and from today, I am closing 
the doors to negotiations with the estab-
lishment and any other party.
He mentioned that he had allowed six par-
ty leaders to negotiate with the establish-
ment, but he has never stopped anyone 
from engaging in dialogue. The date and 
nOC for the September 8 rally were pro-
vided by the establishment, and whether 
we get permission or not, we will hold the 
rally in lahore on September 21. Respond-
ing to allegations from Faisal Vawda regard-
ing involvement in the murder of journal-
ist Arshad Sharif, the former PTI leader 
denied any wrongdoing and called for an 
open trial to reveal the truth. “Everyone 
knows who Faisal Vawda is speaking for.” 
Imran Khan alleged that Faisal Vawda used 
to follow him around, trying to arrange 
a meeting with General Faisal naseer. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI’s founding leader reiterates claims 
of betrayal by the establishment, state 

negotiations are now off the table

‘No talks with Establishment’ 

Briefs

LHC reinstates 
Lt Gen Munir as 
Nadra chairman

Court’s one-member bench had declared nadra 
head’s appointment null and void last week

Court reporter

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) has reinstated Lieuten-
ant General Munir Afsar as the chairman of the National Data-
base and Registration Authority (Nadra). Hearing the intra-court 
appeal filed by the federal government, LHC’s two-member bench 
comprising Justices Chaudhry Muhammad Iqbal and Ahmad Na-
deem Arshad suspended the high court’s September 6 verdict 
wherein it had declared Lt Gen Afsar’s appointment null and 
void. The decision, announced by Justice Asim Hafeez, came af-
ter a citizen named Ashba Kamran challenged the appointment 
of Afsar as the chairman in a petition, which was approved by the 
LHC. Kamran’s petition argued that the caretaker government 
approved the appointment of a serving army officer by amending 
the Nadra Ordinance. The caretaker government cannot interfere 
in permanent policy matters, the plea added. During the hearing 
today, the government’s lawyer apprised the court that Nadra 
chairman’s appointment notification was challenged in the plea. 

Continued on Page 06

Security forces repel 
cross-border attack 
by Afghan Taliban

News DesK

PESHAwAR: Afghan Taliban forces launched 
an unprovoked attack on Pakistani military 
posts along the Afghan border, resulting in 
a fierce exchange of fire. Security sources in-
formed Express news that the Afghan Talib-
an initiated unprovoked aggression along the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, which was met 
with a strong response. From the morning 
of September 7, the Afghan Taliban began 
unprovoked firing with heavy weapons at Pa-
kistani checkposts from the Afghan area of 
Plosin, near the Pakistan-Afghanistan bor-
der. According to security sources, the un-
provoked firing from the Afghan side contin-
ued until the evening of September 8 and 9. 
The Pakistan Army responded with a strong 
retaliatory fire, inflicting heavy losses on 
the Afghan Taliban. So far, 16 Afghan Tali-
ban fighters have been killed, and 27 have 
been wounded, while two of their tanks have 
also been destroyed. Security sources have 
stated that any form of unprovoked aggres-
sion along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border 
will be met with a decisive response. This is 
not the first instance of Afghan troops firing 
on Pakistani security forces stationed at the 
border.  Pakistan had raised its concerns 
with Afghanistan after the attacks.  Islam-
abad has also called on Afghanistan’s Tali-
ban rulers reign in militants and stop their 
support for terrorist groups that use Afghan 
soil to launch attacks on Pakistan.

Pakistan Army's response causes significant 
losses on the Afghan side, including the 

destruction of two Taliban tanks

PIA 
privatisation 

process to 
conclude 

by Oct
Khawaja Asif confirmed 
the finalisation of PIA’s 

privatisation, citing 
heavy debt as a key 

reason for the decision

mahNoor aNsar

ISlAMABAd: The Federal 
Minister for Aviation, Kha-
waja Asif, has announced 
that the privatisation pro-
cess of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) will 
be completed by the end of 
October. Speaking during a 
national Assembly session, 
Asif emphasised the urgent 
need for privatisation, cit-
ing the airline’s heavy debt 
burden of Rs. 800 billion. 

Continued on Page 06

Indian 
minister to 

skip Pak visit
This could serve as 
template for India 
to participate in 

other SCO meetings, 
including October’s 

heads of state summit

speCial CorrespoNDeNt 
ISlAMABAd: The Indian 
trade minister will virtu-
ally attend the upcoming 
meeting of Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
being hosted by Pakistan, 
officials familiar with the 
development said here on 
Tuesday. The SCO trade 
ministers meeting will be 
held in Islamabad on Thurs-
day, according to officials. 

Continued on Page 06

shamim shahiD

BAnnU: A Judicial Magistrate in Bannu on 
Tuesday issued arrest warrants for Special 
Judge of Central-II Islamabad Humayun dil-
awar, who convicted Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan in Toshakana refer-
ence, in a land grabbing case.  The arrest war-
rants were also issued for the judge’s father, 
brother and a registrar in the same case. In 
a short order Magistrate Mahboob ul Hassan 
wrote that the investigation officer submitted 
an application, along with complete record, 
for issuance of warrant against the accused. 
“Therefore, by acceptance of instant applica-
tion, warrant of arrest against the accused Taj 
Mali Khan, dilawar Khan, Sadiq and Huma-
yun dilawar be issued in accordance with law 
with directions to the ACE [Anti-Corruption 
Establishment] to arrest them,” stated the or-
der. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) ACE has 
been directed to arrest the accused, including 
the registrar, and present them in the court.

Meanwhile, Musaddiq Abbasi — Special 
Assistant on Anti-Corruption to KP CM — 
confirmed the development and said a first 
information report (FIR) had been regis-
tered against Judge dilawar and his three 
brothers. “The anti-corruption department 
has obtained the arrest warrants from the 
court,” he said, noting that the accused 
“illegally” registered the land — meant for 
government purposes — in their names 
and occupied it for a housing society. Ab-
basi claimed that the judge was chief exec-
utive of the housing society. On the other 
hand, the police said the government has 
suffered a loss of millions of rupees in this 
matter. last year in August, the deposed 
prime minister — who was removed from of-
fice via a no-confidence motion in April last 
year — was arrested from his Zaman Park 
residence in lahore soon after being con-
victed in the Toshakhana case. Humayun 
dilawar, who was Additional district and 

Continued on Page 06

Arrest warrant issued for
 Judge Humayun Dilawar 

Humayun dilawar convicted the 70-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician for corrupt practices related to the 
state gift depository — allegations which he denies

16 militants killed

PTI introduced tradition of 
vendetta in politics: Tarar

Condemns PTI for ‘hate’ politics

DNa
ISlAMABAd: Feder-
al Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, 
national Heritage and 
Culture Attaullah Tarar 
on Tuesday said that  
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader-
ship had introduced the tradition of confron-
tation and vendetta in politics. Speaking in 
the national Assembly, the minister strongly 
condemned the PTI leaders, including Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin 
Gandapur, for their  abusive outburst against 
national institutions, woman  political oppo-
nents and journalists at the Sangjani meet-
ing. He said the PTI leaders had been repeat-
edly asked to be careful in their dealing with 
other political parties as it was a question of 
time which ultimately changed. The minis-
ter said that Gandapur vented out his anger 
against institutions, Maryam nawaz and the 
journalist community and used abusive lan-
guage. There were empty seats on his right 
side in the House as  only a few opposition 
members had turned up after the failed 
meeting, he added. Tarar said in the past, 
the instructions for the production order for 

Continued on Page 06

Sept 10 to be 
remembered 
as black day  

in history
demands imposition of 
Article 6 on those who 

ordered the arrest
mehtab pirzaDa

ISLAMABAD: Firebrand Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Ali Mu-
hammad Khan on Tuesday termed the 
arrest of PTI leaders as “May 9 of De-
mocracy in Pakistan” which, he said, 
would be remembered as a black day 
in the history of the country.  “Our 
leaders were arrested from inside par-
liament, living quarters and mosque. 
We are fighting the case of democracy 
as we are living in Pakistan, not in Is-
rael,” he lamented.  He lambasted the 

Continued on Page 06

NA speaker demands 
immediate release 

of PTI lawmakers
“You cannot arrest anyone 
from Parliament House or 
Parliament lodges,” says 

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

saifullah aNsar

ISLAMBAD: A day after Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lawmakers were 
chased within the Parliament’s prem-
ises, National Assembly Speaker Ayaz 
Sadiq Tuesday reprimanded the Islam-
abad Inspector General (IG) of Police 
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, demanding their 
immediate release. “You cannot arrest 
anyone from the Parliament House or 
lodges. These parliamentarians should 
be released immediately,” said the 
speaker. Sadiq’s directive comes in the 
wake of the arrests of PTI lawmakers 
followed by a fiery speech delivered by 
the party’s leader Ali Muhammad Khan 
on the floor of the lower house today. 
Sadiq added that he is “very saddened” 
by this incident and also watched the 
footage of PTI leader Sher Afzal Mar-
wat’s arrest. “What way was it to ar-
rest a parliamentarian?” the speak-
er questioned IG Rizvi. The speaker 
maintained he won’t remain silent on 
arrests of lawmakers and will action. 
“Whatever happened in the Parliament 
will have to be protested. I have ordered 
all the videos,” he said, summoning 

Continued on Page 06

PTA clarifies 
VPNs 

not being 
blocked 
staff report

ISlAMABAd: The Pakistan 
Telecom Authority (PTA) 
on Tuesday dispelled ru-
mours and clarified that 
virtual private networks 
(VPns) in the country were 
not being blocked. VPns 
are widely used around the 
world to access content 
that may be inaccessible 
or blocked for internet us-
ers in their home country. 
They are also used by users 
to maintain privacy. The 
use of VPns by local inter-
net users witnessed a sig-
nificant increase in 2024. 
Most people have been 
using them to access X, 
formerly Twitter, which has 
been blocked in the country 
since February 19. A report 
by Top10VPn, an independ-
ent VPn review website.

Lawlessness 
reigns 

supreme in 
Islamabad
Saif vowed that 

“the PTI workers 
will continue their 
struggle until PTI 

founder is released”

shamim shahiD

PESHAwAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Adviser 
Barrister Saif said on Tues-
day that lawlessness contin-
ued to rule in hallowed halls 
of the Parliament in Islama-
bad. In a statement issued in 
the first half of the day, Saif 
blamed the government of 
being utterly undemocratic 
and behaving like a dictato-
rial regime. “This fake gov-
ernment can go to any length 
of fascism but it will never 
be able to divert the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
workers’ attention from 
their mission to fight against 
the tyranny,” he added.

Goodbye Monal

ISLAMABAD: One of Pakistan’s most iconic landmarks, the Monal Restaurant, has officially closed 
its doors following a Supreme Court ruling. The closure marks a bittersweet moment for both the 
restaurant’s staff and management, who must now say goodbye to an establishment that has been 
part of their lives for many years. Equally, food lovers, local residents, and foreign tourists are left 

disappointed, not only losing a popular dining destination but also a must-visit tourist spot. Though 
farewells are never easy, especially to places rich with memories, such changes are part of the 

evolving landscape in this Land of the Pure. – Text by Ansar Bhatti, Photo by Online
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mahNoor aNsar

ISlAMABAd: Federal Min-
ister for Finance & Reve-
nue Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb has said that 
agriculture and information 
technology are the back-
bone of our economy and 
the real levers of econom-
ic growth of the country.  
He made these comments 
during a call on him by Mr. 
Kevin Piccoli, deputy di-
rector in the Office of Inter-
national Affairs at the US 
Commodity Future Trad-
ing Commission (CFTC). 
Chairman SECP Mr. Akif 
Saeed and senior officials 
from the Finance division 
and officials from US Em-
bassy in Pakistan also at-
tended the meeting. The 
meeting discussed the role 
of agricultural commod-

ities market and the col-
laboration between SECP 
and CFTC for an ongoing 
series of capacity-building 
training sessions on the de-
velopment of commodities 
futures market, regulation 
and oversight leading to a 
well-functioning commodi-
ties market in Pakistan. 
Senator Muhammad Au-
rangzeb welcomed the 
initiative and highlighted 
the role of agriculture in 
Pakistan’s economy, par-
ticularly its contribution 
to the GdP of the country. 
He noted that while Pa-
kistan’s economy during 
FY2024 grew by 2.38 per 
cent, agriculture emerged 
as a main driver of eco-
nomic growth, registering 
an impressive growth of 
6.25 per cent due to dou-
ble- digit growth in output 
of major crops.  He said 

that both agriculture and 
IT in Pakistan were largely 
driven by domestic factors 

and a healthy and consist-
ent growth in these sectors 
was a positive sign and a 

stabilizing factor in view of 
their export potential for 
national economy.

Agriculture and IT are the mainstay of Pakistan’s economy: Aurangzeb
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb welcomed the initiative and highlighted the role of agri-
culture in Pakistan’s economy, particularly its contribution to the GdP of the country

Governor Sindh Kamran Tessori 
awarded Ethiopia’s highest Honor

during the event, which featured an Ethiopian cultural show, Ambassador dr. Jamal Beker praised the Governor’s role in 
fostering public ties between the two nations

 Nazir siyal/DNa

KARACHI In a prestigious 
ceremony held at Gov-
ernor House, Governor 
Sindh H.E. Kamran Khan 
Tessori was awarded Ethi-
opia’s highest honor, the 
Ethio-Pakistan Fraternity 
Award, by Ethiopian Am-
bassador and Special Envoy 
H.E. dr. Jamal Beker.  The 
award was presented in rec-
ognition of Governor Sindh 
Kamran Khan Tessori’s 
exceptional contributions 
to strengthening bilateral 
relations between Pakistan 
and Ethiopia. Governor 
Sindh Kamran Khan Tesso-
ri expressed his gratitude 
to Ambassador dr. Jamal 
Beker for the honor. He em-
phasized that the bilateral 
relations between Pakistan 
and Ethiopia have reached 
new heights of strength 
and cooperation. during 
the event, which featured 
an Ethiopian cultural show, 
Ambassador dr. Jamal Bek-
er praised the Governor’s 
role in fostering public ties 
between the two nations.  
He highlighted Governor 
Sindh Kamran Khan Tes-
sori’s pivotal efforts in pro-
moting bilateral relations, 
including his significant role 

in facilitating the launch of 
Ethiopian Airlines in Paki-
stan. H.E. Ambassador dr. 
Jemal Beker said efforts 
of the Ethiopian Embas-
sy Islamabad and support 
of the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, business communi-
ty, civil society and media 
had helped strengthen the 
people-to-people relations 
between the two coun-
tries. He said the start 
of the Ethiopian Airlines 

had laid the strong foun-
dation for people-to-peo-
ple relations between the 
two countries, who had 
strengthened the bilateral 
ties by enhancing the bilat-
eral, regional and multilat-
eral cooperation in diverse 
areas. The Ambassador 
said today Ethiopian cultur-
al night was a testament to 
the growing people-to-peo-
ple relations between the 
two countries.  He also 
highlighted the diverse 

culture and rich heritage 
of Ethiopia which is called 
as a land of origins, a land 
of Bilal Habeshi and King 
nejashei and the land of 
coffee.  H.E. Zubair Mo-
tiwala, TdAP Chief Exec-
utive, also acknowledged 
the growing bilateral re-
lations between the two 
countries, but stressed 
the need to exploit the 
immense business and 
trade potential between 
the two countries. H.E. 

Ibrahim Tawab, Honor-
ary Consul of Ethiopia 
in Karachi, lauded the 
Ambassador of Ethiopia 
for his exemplary efforts 
to promote bilateral re-
lations between the two 
countries. The Honorary 
Consul said Ethiopia and 
Pakistan shared striking 
cultural similarities which 
we had witnessed today 
in this Ethiopian cultural 
night.   A large number of 
individuals from different 

walks of life including of-
ficials of the Government 
of Pakistan, Parliamen-
tarians, diplomatic corps, 
business community, civ-
il society and media at-
tended the cultural night 
which featured dance and 
singing performances of 
the Ethiopian singers and 
dancers. Prominent fig-
ures included H.E. Zubair 
Motiwala, Chief Executive 
of the Trade and develop-
ment Authority of Paki-

stan (TdAP), H.E. Khalid 
Tawab, Ex-Minister of 
Sindh for Commerce and 
Industry, H.E. Ibrahim 
Tawab, Honorary Consul 
of the Federal democrat-
ic Republic of Ethiopia 
in Karachi.   The cultural 
night was hosted by the 
Ethiopian Embassy Is-
lamabad in collaboration 
with the Sindh Governor 
House, Pakistan Ethio-
pia Business Council and 
Bukhari Groups.

Polio vaccination camping target 
over  0.8 children in Peshawar

PESHAwAR: Polio eradica-
tion campaign will be con-
ducted in the provincial 
capital, targeting 865,755 
children for polio vacci-
nation.  The primary goal 
of this one week lon cam-
paign is to make Peshawar 
polio-free and to ensure 
that our children are pro-
tected from this crippling 
disease. deputy Commis-
sioner Peshawar, Sarmad 
Saleem Akram, visited 
various health centers and 

areas across Peshawar to 
monitor the campaign and 
raise awareness among 
the public. He met with 
parents to emphasize the 
importance of polio vacci-
nation and informed them 
that vaccinating their chil-
dren is not only crucial for 
their safety but also for 
the health and future of 
the entire community.
 deputy Commissioner 
further stated that erad-
icating polio is a shared 

responsibility, and paren-
tal cooperation is essen-
tial for the success of this 
effort. He urged parents 
to actively participate in 
the campaign and ensure 
their children receive the 
polio drops to contrib-
ute to the eradication of 
the disease. during the 
campaign, strict adher-
ence to all safety meas-
ures will be maintained, 
with vaccination teams 
reaching every street 

and neighborhood to ad-
minister the polio drops. 
The deputy Commission-
er praised the dedication 
and hard work of the polio 
teams, acknowledging that 
their efforts are bringing 
us closer to a polio-free 
future.
The public is strongly en-
couraged to cooperate ful-
ly with the polio campaign 
and play their role in safe-
guarding their children 
from the disease.—APP

KPITB, BoK sign MoU on service level 
agreement regarding E-Stamping

PESHAwAR: Board of Revenue, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board (KPITB), and Bank of Khyber 
(BoK) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the Service level Agreement regarding E-Stamp-
ing. The signing ceremony to this effect was held here at the office of Senior Member Board of Revenue in which 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Revenue and Estate nazir Ahmed Abbasi, Senior Member Board of Rev-
enue Ikramullah, Member Board of Revenue (Admin) Aamir latif, Managing director Bank of Khyber Sher 
Muhammad, Managing director Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board Akif Khan, and other 
senior officials were present, said a press release issued here Tuesday. Addressing the meeting, Provincial 
Minister of Revenue and Estate nazir Ahmad Abbasi said that E-Stamping is a very important initiative 
of the Board of Revenue. Stamp duty is an important source of revenue generation and E-Stamping will 
also provide maximum facilities to the people of the province. Regarding E-Stamping, the f irst MoU 
was signed in September 2022, but now instead of the national Bank of Pakistan and the Punjab IT 
Board, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board (KPITB) and the Bank of Khyber 
(BoK) have extended it to all  the districts of the province. The Minister said that dif ferent rates 
have been allocated regarding stamp duty which would be very helpful in doubling the revenue of 
the province. He also said that this was a big initiative of the government for the convenience of the 
people, good administration, and good governance. He said that the manifesto of the provincial gov-
ernment was to provide maximum relief to the people, for which the provincial cabinet was working 
day and night under the leadership of Chief Minister Ali Amin Khan Gandapur—DNA

PFUJ President condemns 
arrest of Mirpur Journalist
MIRPUR-AJK, Sep 10 (AP-
P):Muhammad Afzal Butt, 
the President of the Paki-
stan Federal Union of Jour-
nalists (PFUJ) has strongly 
condemned the arrest of 
journalist Zaffar Mughal in 
Mirpur.  Speaking via video 
link from Islamabad during 
a protest rally organized by 
the Kashmir Press Club, 
Afzal Butt described the 
actions against Mughal as 
retaliatory and expressed 
deep concern among the 
journalist community in Pa-
kistan and Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK). Afzal Butt 
demanded the immediate 
release of Mughal within 
24 hours and called for the 
Prime Minister to establish 
a high-level inquiry com-
mittee to investigate the 

circumstances surrounding 
the arrest.  He warned that 
if Mughal is not released, 
journalists across the coun-
try would be compelled to 
take to the streets in pro-
test. The PFUJ President 
outlined a planned protest 
program, starting with 
the Islamabad national 
Press Club and extending 
to journalists nationwide 
if the situation does not 
improve.  He emphasized 
that journalists would not 
tolerate such intimidation 
tactics and would stand to-
gether to defend the rights 
of their colleagues in Mir-
pur. during the protest 
meeting, President Syed 
Abid Hussain Shah and 
General Secretary Raja 
Sohrab Khan also voiced 
their support for Mughal’s 

release.  Shah condemned 
the police’s aggressive 
raid on Mughal’s home, 
describing it as an unac-
ceptable act of retaliation 
against journalists.  He 
urged the Prime Minister 
of AJK to take immediate 
notice of the situation, 
asserting that the jour-
nalistic community knows 
how to protect their rights 
through peaceful demon-
strations if necessary. 
The protest which began 
at Chowk Shaheedan and 
concluded at the Kashmir 
Press Club, saw a unified 
turnout from the local 
journalist community, sig-
naling their solidarity and 
determination to address the 
growing concerns regarding 
journalist safety and freedom 
of expression.—APP

DC Haripur 
enforces 90-

day ban on 
e-cigarettes 
and vaping

HARIPUR: deputy Com-
missioner Haripur Shoaib 
Abbas Tuesday has im-
posed a ban on e-cigarettes, 
vapes, and related nicotine 
products in Haripur dis-
trict. The ban, effective 
from September 6, 2024, 
will remain in place for 90 
days under Section 144. 
The district administration 
has imposed the restric-
tions including the E-ciga-
rettes, vapes, and nicotine 
products are banned from 
use in public transport and 
public spaces. Promotion 
of e-cigarettes, vapes, and 
nicotine through media 
platforms and the display of 
related pamphlets on walls 
and vehicles is forbidden. 
The sale of these products 
is prohibited for individu-
als under 21 years of age. 
E-cigarettes, vapes, and 
nicotine cannot be stored 
or sold within a 100-meter 
radius of schools, colleges, 
hospitals, and public parks. 
Violators of these regula-
tions will face strict legal 
consequences. The public 
is urged to comply with the 
new rules and support the 
authorities in maintaining 
community health.—APP

Jealousy; 
brother kills 

younger  
in Swabi

PESHAwAR: The police in 
Swabi district on Tuesday 
arrested a 17-year-old boy 
who killed his 12-year-old 
younger brother in a jeal-
ousy.. Topi police said the 
body of a 12-year-old boy, 
identified as Muhammad 
Kashif, was found in bushes 
near his home in the Zarobi 
area. The body had stran-
gulation marks on the neck 
and the killer had left no 
clues to avert tracing. Po-
lice said dPO Swabi while 
taking a strong notice of the 
incident directed dSP Topi, 
Hassan Khan and SHO Ha-
roon Khan to trace the kill-
er at all cost and bring him 
before the court of law.
SHO Haroon Khan, Addi-
tional SHO Saidul Amin 
Khan and their team thor-
oughly inspected the crime 
scene and CCTV footage 
of the area and arrested 
the elder brother of the 
deceased named Anas, son 
of Fazal Rohan on suspen-
sion. during investigation 
Anas confessed to killing 
his younger brother, say-
ing that his parents used to 
love Kashif more than him 
and he was jealous of this 
situation. —APP

Anti-
encroachment 

drive conducted 
under Awami 

Agenda
dERA ISMAIl KHAn, :The 
district administration Tank 
has launched an operation 
against encroachments 
under the provincial gov-
ernment’s program-‘Awami 
Agenda.’ According to the 
district administration, the 
anti-encroachment drive was 
conducted in the wazir Abad 
area where shopkeepers 
had been asked to remove 
encroachments on their own 
within three days, but they 
failed to comply with prior 
notices. As a result, the addi-
tional deputy commissioner 
general and assistant com-
missioner led the drive along 
with the Tehsil Municipal Ad-
ministration(TMA) staff and 
police and removed all illegal 
encroachments from the wa-
zir Abad road. —APP

16,000 farmers declared 
eligible for Kisan Card 
DNa

MUlTAn: deputy Com-
missioner wasim Hamid 
Sindhu said 16,000 farm-
ers were declared eligible 
for Kisan Card  in Multan 
so far, however, the reg-
istration was heading for-
ward smoothly. He said 
this while talking to the 
media during distribu-
tion of Kisan Card here 

on Tuesday.  The deputy 
commissioner said that 
700 farmers were issued 
Kisan Card in the district. 
He added that  farmers 
were being contacted for 
issuance of the cards. 
Responding to a query 
about benefit of the Kisan 
Card, the deputy commis-
sioner remarked that the 
farmers  would get loan 
assistance of Rs 29,000 
per acre. The farmers 

can avail loans against 
maximum five acres.  To 
another question, he main-
tained that the card holders 
could also visit designated 
vendors  for purchasing 
inputs.  He hoped that the 
initiative would surely help 
promote the agriculture 
sector on sustainable ba-
sis. It would  facilitate the 
small land holders. About  
Apni Chhat Apna Ghar 
Programme, he remarked 

that the registration pro-
cess was in progress.  He 
also mentioned that appli-
cations of 500 citizens had 
been processed under the 
CM Punjab revolutionary 
programme. About prepa-
ration for Eid Milad-un-na-
bi (Peace Be Upon Him), 
the deputy commissioner 
remarked that preparation 
were progress to mark Eid 
Milad-un-nabi (PBUH) 
with religious fervor. 

Governor Kundi 
expresses condolence 

PESHAwAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi, on Tuesday, expressed his con-
dolences to senior journalists President Peshawar Press Club Arshad Aziz Malik and Amjad Aziz 
Malik over the death of their mother.  In his message, Governor Kundi conveyed his deep sympathy, 
stating, “I share in the grief of Arshad Aziz Malik, Amjad Aziz Malik, and other family members over 
the loss of their mother.” He prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the departed soul in eternal peace and 
grant courage to bereaved family members to bear this irreparable lose with fortitude.



PM’s aide Romina launches excess 
floodwater management initiative
She further that addressing this concern of the Prime Minisetr Shehbaz Sharif, the Recharge Pakistan programme is 
being launched by the climate change and environmental coordination in collaboration with different national and in-

ternational stakeholders to building country’s flood resilience through nature-based adaptation for integrated flood risk 
management and conservation of excess flood water so as to utilise it for meeting growing water needs of domestic, 

industrial and agriculture sectors
faisal sheiKh

ISlAMABAd:  Coordinator 
to Prime Minister on Climate 
Change, Romina Khurshid Alam 
on Tuesday said that Pakistan 
regularly experiences seasonal 
flooding, especially during the 
monsoon season, which poses 
significant risks to human life, 
property, agriculture, and infra-
structure.  But, managing this 
excess water can help overcome 
the risks and prove a boon to the 
country’s socio-economic devel-
opment, she added. Addressing 
a launching ceremony of the 
‘Recharge Pakistan Programme’ 
as chief guest here Romina 
Khurshid Alam highlighted that 
the present government is con-
cerned over wastage of excess 
floodwaters during summer 
monsoon season, which gush 
down the country’s river system 
untapped for want of for various 
reasons, particularly inadequate 
storage facilities in the country. 
She further that addressing this 
concern of the Prime Minisetr 
Shehbaz Sharif, the Recharge 
Pakistan programme is being 
launched by the climate change 

and environmental coordination 
in collaboration with different 
national and international stake-
holders to building country’s 
flood resilience through na-
ture-based adaptation for inte-
grated flood risk management 
and conservation of excess 
flood water so as to utilise it for 
meeting growing water needs of 
domestic, industrial and agricul-
ture sectors. Managing flood-
water through the Recharge 
Pakistan Programme would be 
a crucial step for several rea-
sons, as it would help protect 
lives, property, the environment, 
infrastructure from the devas-
tating impacts of flooding and 
help recharge the groundwater 
level, she contended. The PM’s 
climate aide said, “Recharge Pa-
kistan is basically an unique col-
laborative initiative as it would 
be implemented by different 
national and international devel-
opment partners in close collab-
oration with the climate change 
& environmental coordination 
ministry, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), Sindh and Balochistan 
governments. Explaining about 
the interventions to be carried 
out under the Recharge Pakistan 

Programme, Romina Khurshid 
Alam said that among other key 
flood risk management meas-
ures, wetlands would be restored 
for storing excess floodwater and 
green infrastructure interven-
tions would be conducted in the 
Indus Basin for sustaining the 
exacerbating risk of floods and 
retain excess floodwater for irri-
gating agricultural and communi-
ty lands by slowing run-off.  This 
would significantly help cope 
with the country’s flood-caused 
climate vulnerability through na-
ture-based adaptation interven-
tions and integrated flood risk 
management, she added. Over 
the last century, the country’s 
average temperature has spiked 
by 0.57 C and the average an-
nual precipitation has increased 
by 25 per cent, aggravating the 
flood risk, particularly during 
summer months, she highlight-
ed.  As a result, there has been 
a substantial increase in the oc-
currence of devastating floods, 
landslides and drought events, 
which are surpassing the capaci-
ty of the country’s existing water 
infrastructure to stave off any 
massive economic damages and 
loss of human life, Alam added. 

The Indus River is experiencing 
floods with increasing intensity 
and frequency. The communi-
ties along the Indus, including 
upstream watersheds and down-
stream wetlands and floodplains, 
are disproportionately vulnera-
ble as they depend on the river 
for food and water as well as 
their agriculture, livestock and 
fishing-based livelihoods. “How-
ever, the Recharge Pakistan 
would be a major flood risk pre-
vention initiative and boost the 
country’s water storage capacity 
and improve groundwater re-
sources to meet galloping popu-
lation, agricultural and industrial 
needs,” the PM’s climate aide 
highlighted. More importantly, 
by means of an integrated flood 
risk management approach, in-
volving the restoration and re-
habilitation of water flow paths 
connected to wetlands and ir-
rigation water supply channels 
and the development of recharge 
basins and retention areas, the 
project would directly benefit an 
estimated 680,000 people and in-
directly support more than seven 
million people, most of them in 
flood-prone rural and marginal-
ized communities, PM’s climate 

aide said. On the occasion, Sen-
ior US Embassy official said that 
the US government, worldwide 
Fund for nature (wwF) and Co-
caCola were jointly collaborating 
for the programme which was 
the first ever large-scale project 
by the partners and government 
of Pakistan.  The initiative was 
bringing a paradigm shift from 
concrete-grey to green infra-
structure like earthen water 
ponds and water bodies (wet-
lands) that would rehabilitate 
watersheds with a unique ap-
proach from working in the 
upstream to slow down water-
flow in the watershed areas to 
conserve water and generate 
green jobs that would help 
support 680,000 individuals di-
rectly by securing their lands, 
jobs and livelihoods and some 
700,000 people would benefit-
ted after the implementation 
of the project.  The project 
sites included watershed area 
Ramak in d.I. Khan, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Chakar lehir 
in Sindh-Balochistan and Man-
char lake and combinedly all 
these would help 14,000 hec-
tares forested areas restora-
tion, conserve GHG emissions 

that would help meet ndCs tar-
gets of Pakistan, he said.  “In 
mitigation, so much money is 
consumed but adaptation is a 
slow and longterm approach to 
handle climate change.  
This is the unique initiative 
where government, interna-
tional climate finance and pri-
vate sector will yolk together,” 
the US official said. Recharge 
Pakistan was a $77.8 million 
value five-year project involving 
US government, wwF, Coca 
Cola and Green Climate Fund 
(GCF) which comprised of $1.8 
million from wwF, $5million 
from Coca Cola and addition-
al $5 million from US Agency 
for International development 
(USAId) and $66 million from 
the GCF which was part of the 
overall $5 billion US funding 
to GCF.  “Its groundwater re-
charging initiative and the peo-
ple should consider it like a bat-
tery that needs to be recharged 
to ensure survival of human 
life that uses a science-based 
approach to capture the rainwa-
ter, filter it and return back into 
aquifer which can used for agri-
culture, wetland restoration and 
other purposes,” he said.

ISlAMABAd: The federal 
government on Tuesday 
decided to expedite the 
process of transferring 
development projects to 
provinces after the Public 
works department (Pwd) 
was abolished a couple of 
months back. The decision 
was made during a meet-
ing chaired by Minister 
for Planning, development 
and Special Initiatives 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal, at-
tended by the Secretary 
of Planning and senior 
provincial officials which 

resolved to transfer PS-
dP-funded projects to pro-
vincial governments with-
out delay, a news release 
said. The minister said 
only the projects were be-
ing transferred while fund-
ing under the Public Sector 
development Programme 
(PSdP) would continue.  
He directed provinces to 
submit names of minis-
tries overseeing projects 
slated for transfer within a 
week. He said the ongoing 
Pwd projects in Islamabad 
would also be handed over 

the capital development 
Authority (CdA) and rele-
vant ministries, clarifying 
that projects were not be 
terminated but rather re-
assigned to different insti-
tutions. The minister said 
Balochistan had already 
completed the necessary 
formalities, and other prov-
inces must provide com-
plete required details in a 
week.  He outlined that the 
committee’s objective was 
to resolve legal hurdles and 
ensure timely completion 
of projects.

To facilitate swift transfers 
of projects to provinces, 
he said deputy Commis-
sioners at the district level 
would serve as focal per-
sons. They would, along 
with Pwd and concerned 
agencies, randomize con-
tracts within four to five 
days and obtain no-objec-
tion certificates from con-
tractors. “This decision is 
expected to ensure timely 
completion of develop-
ment projects, ultimately 
benefiting the people,” 
the minister remarked.

Govt. decides to accelerate transfer 
of PWD projects to provinces
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AIOU hosts workshop 
on business model 

canvas
ISlAMABAd: Allama Iqbal Open University’s (AIOU) 
Office of Research Innovation and Commercialization 
(ORIC) held a one-day workshop on “Business Model 
Canvas” for 50 BS and MS students.  danish Junaid, 
CEO of Seed Investor, served as the resource person, 
providing guidance on business planning, strategy de-
velopment, and problem-solving, said a press release. 
He explained essential business tools like customer 
segments, value propositions, marketing, key resourc-
es, and cost structures.  dr. Saima nasir, Additional 
director of Research at ORIC, highlighted the impor-
tance of fostering entrepreneurship among students 
to drive sustainable economic growth, enabling them 
to create jobs and contribute to the country’s devel-
opment. After receiving training, students were giv-
en 10 minutes to develop and present their business 
models, which they successfully completed within the 
allotted time.  dr. Saima nasir assured that, under 
the leadership of Vice-Chancellor Professor dr. nasir 
Mahmood, such workshops would continue to build 
students’ capacity in entrepreneurship.  ORIC Senior 
Research Assistant Owais Ashraf provided support 
throughout the session.  At the conclusion of the 
workshop, certificates were distributed to the partic-
ipants, marking the event as part of the university’s 
ongoing Golden Jubilee celebrations.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq presiding over the meeting of Treasury & Opposition Members 
in National Assembly at Parliament House.—DNA

Climate change poses  
a significant threat 

 
ISlAMABAd: Speakers at a symposium on the effects of climate change on human life stated that a collective 
reaction and concerted effort were urgently needed to safeguard vulnerable communities in disputed terri-
tories who were threatened by climate change.  The seminar, arranged by Kashmir Institute of International 
Relations  in collaboration with International Action for peace and sustainable development on the sidelines of 
the 57th session of the UnHRC, was attended by international specialists, human rights advocates, diplomats, 
and academics from all around the world. including Mr. Talha Tufail Bhatti, environmentalist, Mr. Abdul Reh-
man Research officer CISSAJk, Ms. Eisha Tariq Research intern at KIIR, Syed Faiz naqashbandi, Mrs Shamim 
Shwal APHC leaders and dr Shugafta Ashraf .   while the seminar was moderated by Sardar Amjad Yousaf 
Khan president Internal Action for peace and sustainable development, received a press release from Geneva. 
describing climate change as an issue of global concern, the speakers stated that climate change posed a ma-
jor threat to those living in conflict-affected areas, where communities suffer a slew of challenges exacerbated 
by political conflicts, violence, and increased militarization. “Kashmir is one of the areas most vulnerable to 
climate change,” they stated. They went on to say that while the protracted conflict poses a serious risk to 
people’s lives, health, food, and way of life throughout the region, it has also severely damaged important 
sectors of the economy due to fluctuating temperatures, melting glaciers, and constant rains that cause flash 
floods. “ Kashmir has witnessed significant water shortages as a result of the rising temperature”, they said. 
“The region’s agriculture sector has been adversely affected by the water scarcity,” adding that in addition 
to affecting the food supply and availability to high-quality food, it has also had an impact on crop productiv-
ity. They said, “Kashmir, like other parts of the world, experienced a significant decrease in groundwater”. The 
speakers said that wetlands in Kashmir which host hundreds of species of birds year-round, have been impacted by 
climate change. Citing to a news report on the impacts of climate change in the Himalayan region, they said that an 
important dimension that was being deeply neglected amidst intense conflict was that the Un-designated disputed 
territory is a host to the world’s top snow peaks, glaciers, and riverine system on which the lives and livelihoods of 
millions of people depend.  They observed that “India’s deployment of over 900,000 heavily armed troops in the 
disputed territory is a major destabilizer for the local ecology.” They stated that the military presence on the 
rapidly melting Siachin Glacier and even on the loC were amongst one of the main factors upsetting the ecology. In 
order to address the climate catastrophe, the speakers said that along with coordinated efforts, a strong and a more 
comprehensive strategy were required to address these issues effectively —DNA

“This decision is expected to ensure timely completion of development 
projects, ultimately benefiting the people,” the minister remarked
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ISlAMABAd: The Min-
istry of Religious Affairs 
and Interfaith Harmony is 
organizing the 49th Seer-
at-un-nabi Conference on 
the 12th of Rabi-ul-Aw-
wal highlighting the sig-
nificance of this blessed 
month in the Islamic cal-
endar.  Through this an-
nual feature, the ministry 
promotes religious har-
mony, tolerance, brother-
hood, equality, respect for 
humanity, non-violence, 
unity, reconciliation, and 
dialogue in light of the 
current situation in the 
country.  Exchanging his 
views with this national 
news agency, Ministry’s 
Spokesperson Muhammad 
Umar Butt informed that 
the conference comprises 
two main segments: the 
national Seerat and naat 
Book Competition Awards 
Ceremony and the Seer-
at-un-nabi Conference.  
He said the ministry in-
vited entries in national, 

regional, and internation-
al languages (Arabic and 
English) for the national 
Seerat and naat Book 
Competition Awards en-
couraging the partici-
pants to submit books 
and essays on Seerat and 
naat within the stipulated 
timeframe.  Umar said the 
competition for the year 
2024 was announced in 
January, and each selected 
book and essay was evalu-
ated by a panel of at least 
three experts, who are 
Phd-level professors and 
specialists in their fields.  
The reports of these ex-
perts were then reviewed 
by an apex committee, 
which determines the 
winners, he said adding 
that a total of 164 books 
were submitted for this 
year’s competition, with 
30 individuals selected 
for awards. Additionally, 
he said 118 Seerat essays 
were received, and 33 in-
dividuals were awarded. 
A total of 63 individuals 
were recognized for their 
contributions this year, he 

maintained.  Umar said 
the Seerat-un-nabi Con-
ference is held annually 
to promote and dissemi-
nate the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace Be Upon Him). He 
said renowned religious 
scholars from Pakistan 
and the Islamic world par-
ticipate in this conference, 
which serves as a platform 
for dialogue, mutual un-
derstanding, and the reduc-
tion of differences among 
scholars.  Umar mentioned 
that the theme selected 
for this year’s conference 
is “The State’s Education-
al System in the light of 
Seerat-un-nabi (Peace Be 
Upon Him).” Recogniz-
ing the significance of the 
conference, he said the 
ministry publishes and dis-
tributes the proceedings 
and high-quality papers 
presented on this topic 
to institutions and librar-
ies free of charge. These 
papers are also uploaded 
to the ministry’s website, 
he added.  Umar said as 
per schedule, the Seer-

at-un-nabi Conference will 
be held on the 12th of Ra-
bi-ul-Awwal, 1446 AH and 
the prime minister will 
be the chief guest at the 
opening session, while the 
president will preside over 
the second session. He 
said distinguished scholars 
and religious leaders from 
across the country will ad-
dress the conference on 
the theme. Additionally, he 
said awards will be distrib-
uted to the winners of the 
national Seerat and naat 
competitions. 
As part of the Seerat-un-na-
bi celebrations, Umar 
said the ministry has also 
directed all federal and 
provincial ministries, de-
partments, and education-
al institutions to organize 
events, gatherings, and 
programmes related to 
Seerat-un-nabi throughout 
the month of Rabi-ul-Aww-
al. These efforts will guide 
society on various aspects 
of the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace Be Upon Him), he 
concluded.

Ministry organizes 49th 
Seerat-un-nabi conference 

Briefs
Parents 
urged to 

support polio 
workers in 

eradicating 
polio

ISlAMABAd: Senator 
Ayesha Raza Farooq, focal 
person of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for the an-
ti-polio campaign on Tues-
day urged the parents of 
children under-five to co-
operate with vaccination 
teams to get rid of the 
crippling disease. Talking 
to a private news channel, 
she said that the campaign 
was launched yesterday 
on a mass scale. The cam-
paign will be done across 
115 districts, aiming to vac-
cinate 33 million children 
against this debilitating 
disease, she added. Under 
the anti-polio drive around 
286,000 polio workers will 
go door-to-door to adminis-
ter polio drops to children, 
she further added. She said 
that 17 cases of polio have 
been reported in 2024 so 
far, of which 12 are from Ba-
lochistan and 5 from Sindh.
The Prime Minister gave 
strict instructions to run 
the polio drive like an emer-
gency program, she added. 
Together with provincial 
governments, district ad-
ministrations, and strate-
gic partners, an integrated 
strategy has been devel-
oped to reach each and 
every child of the country, 
she added.—APP

women 
employment 

quota be 
enforced

ISlAMABAd: Federal 
Ombudsman Secretari-
at for Protection Against 
Harassment (FOSPAH), 
on Tuesday, stressed the 
critical necessity of raising 
awareness regarding the 
effective implementation 
of employment of women 
for empowering the women.  
Talking to APP, an official of 
FOSPAH underscored the 
multitude of challenges en-
countered by women, par-
ticularly concerning women 
employment.   “we believe 
that through improving ac-
cess, usage and outcomes 
of financial services that 
women can realize econom-
ic empowerment” said of-
ficial.   She said that quota 
for women in public service 
employment for the posts 
in BS-1 to 15 has been en-
hanced from 5% percent to 
to 15 percent. She further 
added that the Provincial 
Ombudsman has assured 
to appoint 33% women as 
Consultants in his Office 
as soon as existing consult-
ants complete their tenure. 
Amendments in the relevant 
law to provide 33% female 
consultants are also in pro-
cess. All women contractual 
employees have been allowed 
to avail one additional chance 
of transfer to the place of res-
idence of spouse in case of 
marriage, by notification  of 
S&GAd. She further added 
that Quotas have had a mas-
sive impact globally on the 
number of women in jobs 
, explaining the variation 
in women’s representation  
in the country’s economic 
empowerment, She further 
added.  She added that me-
dia should play their role to  
tackle gender-based oppres-
sion  in this regard, She add-
ed.  Around the world, quota 
systems in government jobs 
are employed as a tool to 
enhance the representation 
of historically marginalised 
groups.—APP

workers’ 
remittances 
increase by 

44% 
ISlAMABAd: The over-
seas workers’ remittances 
witnessed an increase of 44 
per cent during the first two 
months of the current fiscal 
year 2024-25, the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
latest data said. The inflow 
of US$ 5.936 billion was 
recorded during July-Au-
gust 2024-25 as compared 
to the inflow of US $4.123 
billion during July-August 
2023-24, showing growth 
of 44 per cent. Similarly, on a 
year-on-year basis, the work-
er’s remittance went up by 
40.5 per cent in August 2024 
to US $2.942 billion from US $ 
2.094 billion during the same 
month last year.  Remittances 
inflows during August 2024 
were mainly sourced from Sau-
di Arabia ($713.1 million), the 
United Arab Emirates ($538.4 
million), the United Kingdom 
($474.8 million) and the Unit-
ed States of America ($322.4 
million).—APP

13 outlaws 
arrested; drugs 

and weapons 
recovered

ISlAMABAd: Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) Po-
lice apprehended 13 outlaws 
from different areas of the 
city during the last 24 hours 
and recovered drugs, and 
weapons with ammunition 
from their possession.  An 
ICT police public relations 
officer said that, following 
the special directions of In-
spector General of Police 
(IG) police Islamabad Syed 
Ali nasir Rizvi, the Islamabad 
Police has intensified crack-
down against the criminal el-
ements in order to eliminate 
the crime from the city. Fol-
lowing these directions, the 
Secretariat police team ar-
rested three accused namely 
Fida Hussain, Azhar Abbasi 
and Khalid Mehmood and 
recovered one 30 bore pistol 
and 1545 gram heroin from 
their possession, he said.  
likewise, the Industrial Area 
police team arrested two ac-
cused namely Amir and na-
sir Abbas and recovered one 
30 bore pistol and one iron 
punch from their possession, 
he added.  He said the Koral 
police team arrested an ac-
cused namely Abrar Ansar 
and recovered one rifle with 
ammunition from his posses-
sion.  Moreover, the Shahzad 
Town police team arrested 
an accused namely Ishtiaq 
Ahmed and recovered mur-
der tool knife from his pos-
session, he added.
He said the Bani Gala po-
lice team arrested two ac-
cused namely Zahid Gul and 
Ahmed Gul and recovered 
one 30 bore pistol and 667 
gram hashish from his pos-
session. Cases have been 
registered against the nabbed 
accused and further investiga-
tion is underway, he said. He 
said during the crackdown 
against proclaimed offenders 
and absconders, the Islamabad 
Police teams arrested four ab-
sconders and target offenders 
from various areas of the city.  
dIG Islamabad directed the 
police officers to further inten-
sify the crackdown against the 
criminal elements. “Safety and 
security of the citizens is our 
foremost priority and no lax-
ity will be tolerated in this re-
gard”. Citizens are urged to co-
operate with police and report 
any suspicious activity or infor-
mation through the emergen-
cy helpline “Pucar-15” or via 
the “ICT-15” app for immedi-
ate assistance.

Govt committed to root out 
terrorism: Interior Minister

Mohsin naqvi meets President Awami national Party 
DNa

ISlAMABAd: Federal Interior 
Minister Mohsin naqvi met with 
President Awami national Party 
Senator Aimal wali Khan. during 
the meeting matters of mutual in-
terest and the overall situation of 
the country were discussed. Both 
leaders also talked about meas-
ures for establishment of peace 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  Interi-
or Minister Mohsin naqvi said 
that terrorism is condemnable 
in all its forms, and the national 
narrative against terrorism is the 
voice of Pakistan. He emphasized 
that everyone needs to be united 
against the terrorism. He stated 
that Awami national Party has 
bravely fought agains terrorism. 
He also paid homage to the mar-
tys of Awami national Party, who 
embraced martyrdom in the war 
against terrorism. He stressed 
that it’s time to rise above politi-
cal and parochial differences and 
to purge Pakistan of the terrorist 
groups. He is also reiterated the 
commitment to eliminate terror-
ists with the support of public.
President Awami national Party 
Aimal wali Khan assured AnP’s 
full support for counter-terrorism 
and said that terrorists have mar-
tyred innocent people.

Workshop on strategic 
marketing for digital 

transformation kicks off
ISlAMABAd: A four-day international 
training workshop on Strategic Marketing 
for digital Transformation was inaugurated 
here on Tuesday with an objective to equip 
marketing professionals with effective dig-
ital marketing strategies to drive business 
growth.  The workshop, which was inaugu-
rated by Secretary Ministry of Industries 
and Production Muhammad Asad Islam 
Mahni, has been jointly organized by the 
national Productivity Organization (nPO) 
and the Asian Productivity Organization 
(APO).  It is pertinent to mention here 
that the workshop brings together 28 par-
ticipants from APO member countries 
Pakistan, Mongolia, nepal, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Turkey to share expertise and fos-
ter collaboration in addressing emerging 
marketing challenges. The primary aim 
of the workshop is to empower marketing 
professionals to craft and implement effec-
tive digital marketing strategies that drive 
business growth. Speaking on the occasion, 
Asad Islam Mahni expressed his gratitude 
for both the APO and nPO for addressing 

this timely and critical topic and commend-
ed their significant contributions to the 
development of the Asia-Pacific region.  
He emphasized that it was time to renew 
our commitment to achieving APO’s vision 
of “Inclusive, innovation-led productivity 
growth in the Asia-Pacific. He underscored 
the importance of APO-nPO collaboration 
in developing solutions to address the 
evolving marketing challenges in the digital 
transformation era, adding the workshop 
marks a significant step forward in bolster-
ing the region’s digital transformation ca-
pabilities. On the occasion, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) nPO Muhammad Alamgir 
Chaudhry extended his appreciation to the 
Additional Secretary, the APO Program Of-
ficer, and the distinguished international 
resource speakers.  He also welcomed the 
international and local participants, not-
ing that Pakistan is already on the path to 
digital transformation. He further briefed 
the audience on the nPO’s key initia-
tives, including the national Productivity 
Master Plan and the Productivity Meas-
urement System. —DNA

IRSA 
releases 
203,400 

cusecs water
ISlAMABAd: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Tuesday released 
203,400 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with 
inflow of 215,100 cusecs.  
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbe-
la dam was 1550.00 feet 
(maximum conservation 
level) and was 152.00 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,398 feet. water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 120,700 cusecs 
and 120,200 cusecs respec-
tively.  The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla 
dam was 1228.30 feet, 
which was 180.30 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was 
recorded 26,400 cusecs 
and 15.200 cusecs respec-
tively.—APP

ICCI chief demands 
interest rate cut

ISlAMABAd:  Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI) President 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari 
has called on the govern-
ment and State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) to reduce the 
interest rate to single digit 
in the upcoming review. He 
emphasized that high inter-
est rate has increased the 
cost of doing business, re-
duced investment and dis-
couraged entrepreneurship 
thus,  making it essential to 
lower the  rate to stimulate 
economic activity,  ulti-
mately leading to job crea-
tion and economic growth.

Talking to media persons, 
Bakhtawari expressed dis-
appointment with the re-
cent policy rate cuts, calling 
them "too little, too late." 
He noted that the business 
community had expect-
ed more substantial cuts, 
rather than the modest in 
June and July. He stressed 
that reduction is crucial to 
provide relief to businesses 
facing economic challenges 
due to high power and gas 
charges, which have led to 
diminished economic activ-
ity, reduced exports, lower 
foreign direct investment 
and increased unemploy-

ment.
The ICCI President high-
lighted the urgent need for 
relief, particularly for Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) and cottage indus-
tries that are struggling to 
survive. He argued that 
a reduction in interest 
rates would increase de-
mand and supply, driving 
economic recovery and 
growth.He emphasized 
that SMEs represent the 
backbone of the econo-
my and need favourable 
financial conditions to 
thrive. Reducing interest 
rates could enable these 

businesses to grow and 
contribute significantly to 
the national economy. Fur-
thermore, a reduction in 
interest rates would also 
lower inflation, providing 
relief to the country’s im-
poverished population. He 
went on to say that at the 
moment neither the local 
nor the foreign investors 
can think of making invest-
ment  which is ultimately 
inflicting severe econom-
ic hard to the country 
and to come out of the 
situation the initiative 
would be a step in the 
right direction.—APP

Govt. committed 
to promote Islamic 
banking in country

ISlAMABAd: Minister for Finance and Revenue Ali Per-
vaiz Malik Tuesday informed the national Assembly that 
the government is committed to promote Islamic banking 
in the country. In response to a Calling Attention notice in 
the House, he  said that the government plans to launch 
new Shariah-compliant certificates worth Rs 50 billion 
under Islamic Finance this month. He explained that two 
schemes under the Central directorate of national Sav-
ings (CdnS) were launched in July 2023, involving Rs 70 
billion in instruments, though these schemes were later 
suspended.  The minister highlighted that Islamic finan-
cial instruments are asset-backed, with certificates issued 
against tangible assets. In 2023, certificates worth Rs 
80 billion were issued against assets such as the la-
hore-Sialkot Motorway and Islamabad Metro. He said 
that the government has identified new assets valued at 
Rs 1,000 billion and has secured the necessary approv-
als to proceed. Consequently, Shariah-compliant certifi-
cates worth Rs 50 billion will be issued this month. The 
minister also reported a 30 percent increase in Islamic 
banking accounts and announced plans to issue new cer-
tificates based on the recently identified assets.—APP

APHC sounds alarm over 
plight of Kashmiri detainees 

ISlAMABAd: The All Parties Hurriyat Conference in Indian occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir has issued a stark warning over the deteriorating condition of Kashmiri political lead-
ers and youth languishing in Indian jails, demanding their immediate and unconditional 
release. According to Kashmir Media Service, in a scathing statement, APHC Spokesman 
Advocate Abdul Rashid Minhas condemned the Indian government’s relentless crack-
down on Kashmiri voices, stressing that the use of brute force will never quell the 
Kashmiris’ unwavering resolve for self-determination. Minhas emphasized that the 
Hurriyat Conference remains committed to a peaceful resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute, but the Indian government’s aggressive militarization and silencing of political 
dissent have pushed the territory to the brink of catastrophe. The APHC has urgently 
appealed to the United nations to intervene and secure the release of all illegally 
detained Kashmiris, while also calling on the international community to hold India 
accountable for its egregious human rights violations in the occupied territory. The 
world can no longer turn a blind eye to India’s atrocities in Kashmir.—APP
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Can world tackle 
climate crisis

The war 
against reality

I WROTE a speculative article in 2000 on what I called “the politi-
cal trilemma of the world economy”. My claim was that advanced 
forms of globalisation, the nation-state and mass politics could not 

coexist. Societies would eventually settle on, at most, two out of three. 
I suggested that it would be the nation-state that would give way in 
the long run, but not without a struggle. In the short term, the more 
likely consequence was that governments would seek to reassert na-
tional sovereignty to address the distributive and governance chal-
lenges posed by globalisation. To my surprise, the trilemma proved 
to have long legs. My book, The Globalisation Paradox, published a 
decade later, developed the idea further. The concept of the trilem-
ma has become a handy way to understand the backlash against 
hyper-globalisation, Britain’s exit from the European Union, the rise 
of the far-right and the future of democracy in the European Union, 
among other issues. Lately, another trilemma has preoccupied me. 
This one is the disturbing possibility that it may be impossible simulta-
neously to combat climate change, boost the middle class in advanced 
economies and reduce global poverty. Under current policy trajectories, 
any combination of two goals appears to come at the expense of the 
third. During the early post-war decades, policies in the developed and 
developing world alike emphasised economic growth and domestic so-
cial stability. The advanced economies built extensive welfare states but 
also progressively opened their markets to poorer countries’ exports, 
so long as the distributional and social consequences were manage-
able. The result was inclusive growth in the rich countries, as well as 
significant poverty reduction in those developing countries that were 
pursuing the right policies. Successful as this strategy was, it side-
stepped the risks of climate change. Over time, the consequences of 
economic growth powered by fossil fuels have become increasingly 
difficult to ignore. Cop28 prepares temperature check on climate at Du-
bai meeting The post-war Keynesian-social democratic bargain in the 
advanced economies was further undone by the internal contradictions 
generated by my original trilemma. As hyper-globalisation replaced the 
earlier Bretton Woods model, labour markets in the advanced econ-
omies experienced greater disruption, undermining the middle class 
and democracy itself. Both of these developments required new strat-
egies. In the United States, President Joe Biden’s administration has 
tackled these new realities head-on. It has broken new ground by 
promoting substantial investment in renewables and green industries 
to combat climate change. It deliberately aims to restore the middle 
class by promoting labour’s bargaining power, reshoring manufacturing 
and creating jobs in regions that were badly hit by imports from China. 

WOODY Allen once said: “I hate reality but it’s still the best place 
to get a good steak.” What is “reality”? In Taoism, the Tao – that 
cannot be fully grasped by human understanding – is “eternally 

nameless” and should be distinguished from the countless named things 
that are considered to be its “manifestations” – the reality of life before its 
descriptions of it. In Buddhism, reality can be said to be viewed as a form of 
“projection”, resulting from the fruition of karmic seeds. According to Plato’s 
metaphorical allegory of the cave, human beings can only perceive reality 
as shadows of the real things they see interacting on a wall. With the ad-
vent of neoliberalism, these same practices are not only used for products 
and services but also in creating political narratives… And whoever ends 
up “owning the narrative” – a new trendy trope – is “the winner”… a winner 
who has attained a position of omnipotence. In recent years, “narratives” 
have become more sophisticated, devious… and compulsorily spurious, 
especially in the service of the Hegemon, to uphold its political, economic, 
and especially cultural imperialism – through Hollywood, mainstream media, 
social media, AI, the monopolised music industry, freedom forums, academic 
grants (for indoctrination), red-carpet festivals, along with the postmodernist 
and recent wokist ideologies intent on destroying traditional mores, classical 
culture and meaning. And precisely because these developments have been 
devoted to an exceptional, “chosen” nation - whose actions, mindset, and 
values should and must be emulated all over the world – its propaganda 
skills and PR campaigns excelled… and soon gave birth to a new formula: 
“Soft Power” (this term being coined American political scientist Joseph Nye 
of Harvard University in the mid 1980s, but which first came into widespread 
usage in 1990). Certainly any state, just as an organisation, will always seek 
to hone its diplomacy skills and promote its image to the outside world in the 
best manner possible… And to this aim it will have its own press and public 
relations departments. … the “Empire of Lies”. The United States has always 
presented itself – ever since its genocidal beginnings – as a pure and virtu-
ous entity, bestowing freedom and democracy to all who enter its hallowed 
halls. It is the world’s champion of narratives, which it has constructed and 
used to celebrated itself over the centuries. Over the years, these narratives 
have been selling: “The American Dream” “democracy”, “freedom”, “human 
rights”, “Western values”, “a rules-based order, “philanthropy”, “individual op-
portunities”, “from rags to riches”, “instantaneous stardom”… It is then not 
a surprise that a concept such as “soft power” was born out of this mindset 
and the specific American economic system of financial capitalism. Exploit-
ing its virtuous façade, the American brand “soft power” has become the 
crowning glory of American foreign policy – a “crafty marketing ploy” to se-
duce and deceive its prey into… acquiescence. Indeed it is the Hegemon’s 
most insidious and malevolent weapon as it has infected minds everywhere.
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Why Pakistan has not realized Quaid-e-Azam’s dream?

Rising anti-Muslim violence. A terrorism trial won’t fix it

Muhammad Faiq Shah

Hannan Hussain

M ORE than seven decades have passed 
since Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah led the historic movement for Paki-

stan’s creation, securing a homeland for Muslims 
of the Sub Continent through his extraordinary 
vision, determination, and leadership. His vision 
was not simply about carving a piece of land; it was 
about creating a state that would embody the val-
ues of justice, equality, rule of law, and inclusivity. 
Quaid-e-Azam’s dream was for Pakistan to become 
a beacon of hope and progress for its citizens, re-
gardless of their religion, ethnicity, or social back-
ground. He envisioned a nation where Muslims 
could practice their faith freely, without fear of per-
secution, but also where people of other religions 
could live peacefully and equally as citizens of the 
state. However, as we reflect on the state of Paki-
stan today, it is evident that we have fallen short 
of Quaid-e-Azam’s vision in several critical ways. 
while the initial years after independence were 
marked by efforts to build the foundations of a dem-
ocratic and inclusive state, the journey since then 
has been fraught with challenges that have taken 
Pakistan far from the ideals Jinnah had in mind. 
The question remains: why have we not succeeded 
in fully realizing the vision of Quaid-e-Azam?
One of the key reasons is the persistent political in-
stability that has plagued Pakistan since its incep-
tion. Quaid-e-Azam firmly believed in democracy and 
the importance of representative governance. He 
saw democracy as the bedrock of a modern state, 
where the will of the people would guide the gov-
ernment. However, Pakistan has been repeatedly 
disrupted by military coups, authoritarian rule, and 
weak democratic institutions. The frequent inter-
ruptions to democratic processes have hindered the 
country’s ability to establish a stable political frame-
work, which is essential for the implementation of 
long-term policies in line with Jinnah’s vision. The 
lack of political continuity has also contributed to a 
culture of political patronage and corruption, further 
distancing Pakistan from the principles of justice 
and accountability that Quaid-e-Azam advocated.
Economic disparity is another significant reason for 
the divergence from Quaid-e-Azam’s vision. Quaid-
e-Azam was deeply concerned about the economic 

well-being of the people and the need to build a 
strong economy that could sustain the new state. 
He understood that economic independence was 
crucial for political sovereignty and social stability. 
Yet, Pakistan today faces significant economic chal-
lenges, including poverty, unemployment, infla-
tion, and a widening gap between the rich and the 
poor. Economic mismanagement, corruption, and 
a failure to invest in human development have re-
sulted in a society where a small elite enjoys privi-
leges while the majority of the population struggles 
to meet their basic needs. This disparity has not 
only led to social unrest but has also undermined 
the sense of national unity that Jinnah emphasized.
Another critical factor contributing to the failure to 
implement Quaid-e-Azam’s vision is the rise of re-
ligious extremism and intolerance in the country. 
Jinnah’s vision for Pakistan was inclusive and plural-
istic. In his famous speech on August 11, 1947, he 
clearly stated that Pakistan was to be a state where 
people of all religions would have the freedom to 
practice their faith without interference from the 
state. However, over the years, Pakistan has wit-
nessed a growing trend of religious intolerance and 
sectarian violence. Minority communities, who were 
once integral to the social fabric of the country, now 
often face persecution and discrimination. This shift 
away from the principles of religious freedom and 
tolerance that Quaid-e-Azam espoused has not only 
tarnished Pakistan’s image internationally but has 
also sown divisions within the country.
The education system in Pakistan is another area 
where we have failed to align with Jinnah’s vision. 
Quaid-e-Azam placed great emphasis on education, 
seeing it as the key to progress and development. 
He wanted Pakistan to become a knowledge-based 
society where people would be empowered through 
learning and innovation. Yet, Pakistan’s education 
system is deeply flawed, with significant disparities 
in access and quality across different regions and 
socio-economic classes. The lack of focus on edu-
cation has hindered Pakistan’s ability to compete 
globally and has perpetuated cycles of poverty and 
underdevelopment. Furthermore, the curriculum 
often promotes narrow interpretations of history 
and religion, contributing to the rise of extremist 

ideologies instead of fostering a culture of critical 
thinking and intellectual growth.
Corruption has also played a significant role in pre-
venting the realization of Jinnah’s vision. Quaid-e-
Azam was a man of integrity, and he wanted Paki-
stan to be a state where public officials served the 
people with honesty and dedication. Unfortunately, 
corruption has become deeply entrenched in our 
society. This has not only eroded public trust in the 
government but has also diverted resources away 
from essential public services such as healthcare, 
education, and infrastructure. The culture of cor-
ruption has created a system where merit is often 
disregarded, and personal gain takes precedence 
over the national interest, further derailing the 
country from Jinnah’s ideals. Moreover, the rule 
of law—a cornerstone of Jinnah’s vision—has often 
been undermined in Pakistan. Quaid-e-Azam was a 
staunch believer in justice and the supremacy of 
law. He wanted Pakistan to be a state where every 
citizen, regardless of their social or political stand-
ing, would be subject to the law and where justice 
would be served without fear or favor. However, 
the judicial system in Pakistan allegedly has often 
been influenced interference or applying doctrine 
of necessity and has failed to deliver timely and im-
partial justice. This has contributed to a sense of 
lawlessness and impunity, further weakening the 
social contract between the state and its citizens.
In conclusion, while Pakistan was founded on the 
principles laid down by Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, we have struggled to fully implement his 
vision. Political instability, economic inequality, re-
ligious intolerance, corruption, a flawed education 
system, and the erosion of the rule of law are some 
of the key factors that have contributed to this fail-
ure. However, it is not too late to course correct. 
By reaffirming our commitment to the values of 
democracy, justice, equality, and tolerance, we can 
begin to steer Pakistan back towards the path that 
Quaid-e-Azam envisioned. It is the responsibility of 
both the leadership and the people to work together 
to build a Pakistan that truly reflects the ideals of its 
founding father. Only then can we honor the sacrific-
es made for the creation of this nation and ensure a 
prosperous future for generations to come.

M ORE than a dozen people associated with the 
French far-right group Action des Forces Opera-
tionnelles (AFO) will soon appear in a terrorism 

trial for commiting suspected acts of anti-Muslim vio-
lence, including a conspiracy to kill 200 Muslim preach-
ers. The proceedings, which have been ordered but not 
scheduled, will focus on attacks planned between 2017 and 
2018, and come as the country witnesses a dramatic rise in 
anti-Muslim violence since Israel’s Gaza onslaught began 
in October 2023. But despite being a small step in the right 
direction, the long overdue trial struggles to strike at the 
heart of a much larger problem: state tolerance for rising 
anti-Muslim violence in France. The country’s treatment 
of anti-Muslim groups and the way it approaches Muslim 
rights and liberties are like night and day. The AFO trial 
simply brings those double standards out into the open, 
and exposes the government’s role in contributing to 
anti-Muslim violence over the past several months. Ac-
cording to prosecutors, the AFO was planning to kill 200 
Muslim preachers and launch grenade attacks against 
Muslim community members. It planned to engage long-
range shooters in a terrorist attack against a mosque in 
Clichy-la-Garenne, Paris and use female members to poi-
son halal foods in supermarkets. France sets trial for far-
right group planning attacks against Muslims. “Action 
des Forces Operationnelles” planned to ‘kill 200 radi-
calized imams’, poison halal food, throw grenades into 
‘Arab cars’ and deploy remote-controlled IEds. #Ter-
rorism #France https://t.co/4wUj1pU2Y2 — Trapwire 
Inc. (@trapwire) August 28, 2024 However, because 
the plans were not actually carried out, the criminal 
acts were reclassified as “misdemeanours,” laying the 
groundwork for a shorter prison sentence – if any. This 
decision seems risky, particularly at such a politically 
volatile moment. The sudden reclassification could have 
an empowering effect on other anti-Muslim groups that 
are set to face trial. Consider the “Barjols.”
Its members have conflated terrorism with Islam in the 
past and expressed a desire to burn Muslims. Group mem-
bers are now set to enter trial next month, and if the AFO’s 
attempt at anti-Muslim massacres can be explained away 
as misdemeanors, the Barjols could avoid accountability 
through a similar precedent. A threatened French Muslim 
community doesn’t deserve these contradictions. Given 
that anti-Muslim violence has risen sharply over the past 
year, the state owes a concrete assurance that the freedoms 
and liberties of Muslims are well protected from far-right 
violence. In november, the French Muslim Council said it 

had received dozens of letters containing threats or insults, 
and that 14 mosques were vandalised.   In london, islamo-
phobic offences increased by 140%, according to the Met-
ropolitan police. For instance, the French Muslim Council 
received 42 threatening letters, and over a dozen mosques 
have been vandalised since Israel began its war on Gaza 
in October. A Franco-Turkish cultural association in loiret 
was targeted last year, alongside the Turkish-Islamic Union 
of Religious Affairs (dITIB) in southern France.
According to the Council of Europe Commission against 
Racism, there has been a surge in anti-Muslim incidents 
since last October, and Muslims wearing religious symbols 
were at times associated with terrorism and extremism. 
France is home to six million Muslims, or about 7 to 10 
percent of its population. Many officials have long seen the 
community to be a threat to France’s “secular values.” The 
country already has legislation that stigmatises Islam in 
the form of hijab bans, expanding surveillance of mosques, 
and tightening state control over community organisations. 
As France congratulates itself on a successful Paris 2024 
Olympic Games, French Muslims say they have been un-
fairly targeted in efforts to clear and secure the city. Ahead 
of the 2024 Olympics in Paris, critics say France used the 
need to maintain security as a cover to crack down on 
its Muslim constituents. Under French Interior Minister 
Gérald darmanin, a system of surveillance and obstruction 
was used to conduct violent raids on Muslims and make 
it possible for French authorities to devise interventions 
against “any target” listed on the country’s controversial 
radicalisation and terrorism watchlist (FSPRT).
In a recent meeting with German Federal Minister nancy 
Faeser, darmanin also pledged a closer front with Berlin to 
counter “Islamist extremism,” while leader of the far-right 
national Rally party, Jordan Bardella, has promised to pass 
a draft law which would help shut down mosques and deport 
preachers that the state deems as “radicals.” It’s important 
to note that taking actions against Muslims deemed to be 
a threat doesn’t require incriminating evidence. In stark 
contrast, far-right aggressors in the AFO trial could end up 
with lenient sentences. Suspects will be tried for “terrorist 
criminal conspiracy” against Muslims, but in a court that 
doesn’t even have the mandate to rule on terrorism. This 
means they face shorter sentences, and will not be tried 
before a jury. Thus, protections for Muslims seem unlikely 
when the state itself has impossibly higher standards for 
this community compared to the rest of its population. It 
would be a mistake to view the AFO trial as an actual at-
tempt to bring perpetrators of violence to justice. In fact, 

it offers a glimpse of a system that is still reluctant to call 
it terrorism when far-right groups plot mass killings, but 
not when French Muslims exercise their right to peaceful 
protest. Since fundamental Muslim freedoms figure low on 
the government agenda, far-right accountability remains a 
pipedream. look to the country’s divisive discourse on Is-
rael’s war against Gaza. Paris has increasingly normalised 
arbitrary arrests of Muslims who demonstrate solidarity 
with Palestinians, targeting their right to peaceful assem-
bly and portraying arrests as a counterterrorism impera-
tive. More importantly, the legislation used to impose such 
unlawful restrictions – France’s “anti-terror” law – serves 
far-right interests. That’s because prominent voices from 
the hard-right, led by Marine le Pen, see it as a way to fur-
ther expand disproportionate restrictions on Muslims and 
reinforce their narrative of a so-called “Islamist threat.”
This is important because far-right activism against Mus-
lims has been resonating with other violent groups, such 
as the Organisation of Social Armies. As “terrorism” re-
mains disproportionately focused around Muslim liberties, 
French liberals and the hard right are making it difficult to 
call out far-right violence for what it really is.
In 2023, anti-Muslim incidents in France jumped by 57%, 
with 828 incidents recorded across the nation over the 
course of the year, according to the annual report of the 
Collective Against Islamophobia in Europe (CCIE). Inter-
estingly, AFO’s desire to poison halal products in super-
markets is also rooted in the wider, state-sponsored perse-
cution of Muslim women in France. After all, the suspects’ 
goal was to wear niqab costumes to facilitate the poison-
ings. This symbolises anti-Muslim aggression and severe 
contempt towards women’s right to choose what they wear.
whether through a hijab ban in state schools, unlawful 
restrictions on full-face veils, or a ban on the abaya, the 
French government has helped perpetuate a glaring bias 
against Muslim women. These discriminatory measures 
have prompted the far-right to increase Islamophobic rhet-
oric, and intensified racial profiling of Muslim women. 
Unless the drivers of social exclusion and religious dis-
crimination are addressed, French Muslims could continue 
to face far-right extremism. Thus understood, AFO’s an-
ti-Muslim plotting took place in a society that holds severe 
intolerance towards French Muslims. It is still unclear why 
France would take up a case from 2018, but show limited 
regard for surging anti-Muslim violence in recent months. 
Ultimately, it will take more than just a terrorism trial for 
France to change the harsh reality on ground and create a 
climate of equality for its six million Muslims.
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nEw YORK: The former partner of Ugandan athlete Re-
becca Cheptegei, who is accused of killing her by dousing 
her in petrol and setting her on fire, has died from burns 
sustained during the attack, the Kenyan hospital where 
he was being treated said on Tuesday. Cheptegei, 33, who 
competed in the marathon at the Paris Olympics, suffered 
burns to more than 75% of her body in the September 1 
attack and died four days later. Her former boyfriend, dick-
son ndiemaMarangach, died at 7.50 p.m. (12.50 p.m. ET) 
on Monday, said daniel lang’at, a spokesperson at Moi 
Teaching and Referral Hospital in Eldoret in western Ken-
ya, where Cheptegei was also treated and died.
“He died from his injuries, the burns he sustained,” 
lang’at told Reuters. local media reported that he had 
suffered 30% burns when he assaulted Cheptegei as 
she was returning home from church with her children. 
Cheptegei, who finished 44th in Paris, is the third elite 
sportswoman to be killed in Kenya since October 2021. 
Her death has put the spotlight on domestic violence 
in the East African country, particularly within its run-

ning community. Rights groups say female athletes in 
Kenya, where many international runners train in the 
high-altitude highlands, are at a high risk of exploita-
tion and violence at the hands of men drawn to their 
prize money, which far exceeds local incomes.
“Justice really would have been for him to sit in jail and 
think about what he had done. This is not positive news 
whatsoever,” said Viola Cheptoo, co-founder of Tirop’s An-
gels, a support group for survivors of domestic violence 
in Kenya’s athletic community. “The shock of Rebec-
ca’s death is still fresh,” Cheptoo told Reuters. Cheptoo 
co-founded Tirop’s Angels in memory of Agnes Tirop, a 
rising star in Kenya’s highly competitive athletics scene, 
who was found dead in her home in the town of Iten in 
October 2021, with multiple stab wounds to the neck. Ibra-
him Rotich, Tirop’s husband, was charged with her murder 
and has pleaded not guilty. The case is ongoing. nearly 
34% of Kenyan girls and women aged 15-49 years have suf-
fered physical violence, according to government data from 
2022, with married women at particular risk. The 2022 sur-
vey found that 41% of married women had faced violence. 
Globally, a woman is killed by someone in her own family 
every 11 minutes, according to a 2023 Un women study.

Rebecca Cheptegei alleged killer dies from burns
Ugandan Olympian suffered burns to more than 75% of her 

body in the September 1 attack and died four days later
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LHC reinstates 
Lt Gen Munir 

as Nadra 
chairman
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However, he added, the 
petitioner’s request was 
limited only to the extent 
of the notification issued 
by the caretaker govern-
ment. The applicant never 
challenged the new rule, 
he said, while requesting 
the court to annul the sin-
gle-member bench’s last 
week’s verdict. At this, 
the lHC suspended Jus-
tice Hafeez’s ruling and 
restored lt Gen Afsar’s 
appointment as nadra 
head. It is to be noted 
that the interim federal 
cabinet had approved the 
rules for the appointment 
of the nadra chairman, 
which opened doors to the 
servicemen to be deputed 
as the head of the public 
institution, The news re-
ported on August 30 last 
year, citing sources. The 
publication said that the 
summary received by the 
Cabinet division from the 
Ministry of Interior, in 
which filling the extraor-
dinary position of nadra 
chairman on a deputation 
or secondment basis had 
been clearly approved for 
inclusion in the new rules.

Arrest 
warrant 
issued... 
From Page 01

Sessions Judge (AdSJ) 
at that time, convicted 
the 70-year-old cricket-
er-turned-politician for 
corrupt practices related 
to the state gift deposito-
ry — allegations which he 
denies. Rejecting Khan’s 
petition seeking inadmis-
sibility of the case, Judge 
dilawar sentenced the 
former prime minister to 
three years imprisonment. 
“Charges of misdeclaration 
of assets have been proven 
against PTI chairman,” he 
mentioned in his judgment. 
He then handed Khan three 
years in jail along with a 
fine of Rs100,000, while is-
suing an arrest warrant for 
his immediate arrest. How-
ever, later the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) suspend-
ed Khan’s sentence in the 
Toshakhana case.

PTI 
introduced 
tradition...

From Page 01
any detained opposition 
member used to come 
from the Prime Minister’s 
House instead of the custo-
dian of this august House. 
It was the PTI’s founder 
on whose directives the 
production orders were 
issued, he added. He said 
Faryal Talpur was sent to 
the jail from hospital on 
the ‘Chand Raat’ (eve of 
Eid) only to give mental 
torture to her brother. 
Similarly, Maryam nawaz 
who had secured bail in a 
case, was again arrested in 
the presence of her father, 
he said. “why they (the 
PTI members) are crying 
today?” he questioned. “As 
you sow so shall you reap. 
In the past, they (PTI) 
were advised to refrain 
from doing politics of ha-
tred and revenge, but did 
not heed to the advice and 
now they are now facing 
consequences.” Taking a 
jibe at fhe PTI, the min-
ister said the Information 
Ministry was thinking 
to produce a film - titled 
“Main lahore nahi Jaon 
Ga” (I will not go to la-
hore). He pointed out that 
the PTI had not carried 
out even a single quality 
project like Rawalpindi 
Institute of Cardiology and 
danish Schools etc in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa during its 
over 12-year tenure. They 
(PTI leader) used the gov-
ernment funds for their per-
sonal promotion, he added.

NA speaker 
demands 

immediate...
From Page 01

the leadership of all politi-
cal parties in the chamber.
Sadiq stressed that the mat-
ter is to be looked into with 
seriousness. “I will file a 
case against those involved 
in yesterday’s incident.” In 
the next move, the speaker 
immediately summoned IG 
Islamabad, dIG operations 
and senior superintendent 
of police (SSP) operations.

PAK vs ENG: England confirm 
squad for Pakistan Test series

England will play three Tests in October which 
are part of the World Test Championship

sports DesK

lOndOn: England have an-
nounced a 17-member squad 
for the three-match Test series 
against Pakistan in October.
durham’s Brydon Carse and Es-
sex’s Jordan Cox are the only un-
capped players while spinners Re-
han Ahmed and Jack leach return 
to the Test set-up. Eight players 
from the squad – Rehan Ahmed, 
Harry Brook, Zak Crawley, Ben 
duckett, Jack leach, Ollie Pope, 
Joe Root, and Ben Stokes – return 
to Pakistan following the 3-0 Test 
series victory in 2022.
Rehan, who made his Test debut 
in Karachi during the last Paki-
stan tour in december 2022, will 
be aiming to add to his four Test 
caps. Following his Test debut 
at The Oval this week, leices-
tershire seamer Josh Hull is in-
cluded in the squad for his first 
senior tour with England.

Kent opener Crawley returns to 
the squad after missing out since 

the west Indies series in July. 
The 26-year-old, who fractured 

his right little finger at Edgbas-
ton in July, is making significant 

progress in his recovery to earn 
selection. Stokes is also included 
as he continues his recovery from 
a hamstring tear that kept him out 
of the recent Test series victory 
against Sri lanka.
England Men’s Test Squad:
Ben Stokes, durham, Captain; 
Rehan Ahmed, leicestershire; 
Gus Atkinson, Surrey; Shoaib 
Bashir, Somerset; Harry Brook, 
Yorkshire; Brydon Carse, dur-
ham; Jordan Cox, Essex; Zak 
Crawley, Kent; Ben duckett, not-
tinghamshire; Josh Hull, leices-
tershire; Jack leach, Somerset; 
Ollie Pope, Surrey; Matthew 
Potts, durham; Joe Root, York-
shire; Jamie Smith, Surrey; Olly 
Stone, nottinghamshire; Chris 
woakes, warwickshire. It must 
be noted that PCB might an-
nounced revamped schedule for 
the series in the coming days. 
Multan and Rawalpindi will host 
these games as confirmed by Mo-
hsin naqvi last week.

Kane set for 100th cap, the 
numbers behind his success
lOndOn: Captain Harry Kane will become just the 10th man to make 100 England 
appearances when the Three lions face Finland in the nations league at wembley on 
Tuesday. The 31-year-old made his debut in 2015 and is his country’s all-time top scorer 
with 66 goals in 99 games. Bayern Munich striker Kane will become the first person 
since wayne Rooney in november 2014 to earn a 100th cap for England. Rooney went 
on to earn 120 caps, putting him second on the all-time appearance list behind former 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton (125). The others to have surpassed the century of appear-
ances are david Beckham (115), Steven Gerrard (114), Bobby Moore (108), Ashley 
Cole (107), Bobby Charlton (106), Frank lampard (106) and Billy wright (105). “when 
you look at the list [of players with 100 caps] it is a list of some our greatest players,” 
Kane said. “I’m sure when I’m retired I’ll look back on this with immense pride.” Kane 
said he will next target reaching 100 goals after making his 100th England appearance. 
“I’ve done around 15, 16, 17 caps a year whereas a normal year would be 10,” he added. 
“The goals were similar. I felt I was on 30 goals and then I went to 50 and then 60. “It 
is definitely there and definitely possible. I feel like I am in a good place and these are 
good targets to try to reach. “Some people may see them as unrealistic but I would 
rather go for something unrealistic and not quite make it rather than be comfortable 
just saying I will be happy with 70 or 80 goals.” It all started for Kane with a goal just 
79 seconds into his debut. Starting on the bench in a Euro 2016 qualifier against lithu-
ania in March 2015, a 21-year-old Kane came on with the Three lions 3-0 up and head-
ed in his first goal for his country. Since then he has scored 46 more goals than any 
other England player. He has also provided more assists than any other player in that 
time with 17. Of his 99 caps, 29 have come at major tournaments for England (11 at the 
world Cup, 18 at the Euros), more than any other player. As well as being England’s 
record scorer, he also has the most goals for England at major tournaments, with 15. 
Kane has scored five hat-tricks for England - against Panama, Bulgaria, Montenegro, 
Albania and San Marino. Only Jimmy Greaves has scored more with six. His 99 caps 
have come under four different managers. He made his debut with Roy Hodgson as 
boss and played 16 times for him, scoring five goals. Kane played in Sam Allardyce’s 
only game in 2016 before making 81 appearances and scoring 61 goals under Gareth 
Southgate. He then started on Saturday in lee Carsley’s first game in charge against 
the Republic of Ireland. Asked about what has been the most difficult thing to be able 
to keep playing at the highest level, Kane told BBC Radio 5 live: “I think to be able 
to keep producing great numbers, keep producing great moments is probably the 
hardest thing to do, because there are many players who are trying to take your 
spot and to take your place. “It is healthy to have that but to be able to get my 
100th cap in nine years, essentially shows great consistency.” – Agencies

Sept 10 to be 
remembered 
as black day 

in history
From Page 01

government for allowing po-
lice to arrest the parliamen-
tarians as well as prayer 
leader from the mosque.  
He termed the arrest of the 
PTI leaders from inside par-
liament an attack on law and 
constitution of Pakistan.  
Khan demanded imposition 
of Article 6 on those who 
ordered the arrest from in-
side the premises of parlia-
ment.  Meanwhile, Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) leader 
Syed naveed Qamar and 
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P) 
leader Mustafa Kamal con-
demned the arrest of the 
PTI leaders from inside the 
parliament building.

Imran Khan 
defends K-P 
CM, urges...

From Page 01
He remarked that in this 
country, a person with a 
stick makes decisions, and 
those decisions become 
law. Imran Khan further 
stated that only democra-
cy and the rule of law can 
save the nation. He also 
mentioned that he has no 
knowledge about the gov-
ernment’s deal with the 
IMF. noting that apart 
from Barrister Ali Zafar, 
no other party leader had 
come to meet him at Adi-
ala Jail today, Imran Khan 
appeared visibly upset dur-
ing his informal conversa-
tion with journalists.

PIA privati-
sation 

process to...
From Page 01

The minister responded to 
a calling attention notice re-
garding the prolonged clo-
sure of Hyderabad airport 
for commercial flights, ex-
plaining that reopening PIA 
operations on this route is 
not financially feasible due 
to the airline’s mounting 
debt. “Routes that are not 
financially viable cannot be 
operated,” he added. Asif 
also noted that the govern-
ment has no objection to 
private airlines operating 
from Hyderabad airport, 
indicating potential op-
portunities for the private 
sector. Meanwhile, deputy 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Ishaq dar addressed the on-
going efforts to revive PIA 
flights to the United King-
dom, stating that significant 
steps had been taken, in-
cluding changes to aviation 
laws to meet UK require-
ments. deputy PM dar also 
confirmed that both the 
privatisation of PIA and the 
outsourcing of Islamabad 
International Airport were 
moving forward on a fast 
track, with hopes of com-
pletion by early next month.

Indian 
minister to 

skip Pak visit
From Page 01

Pakistan invited India 
along with other SCO 
members for the meeting. 
India, according to sourc-
es, confirmed its partic-
ipation online, meaning 
its trade minister will not 
travel to Pakistan. This 
may serve as a template for 
India to attend other SCO 
meetings including the 
council of heads of govern-
ments meeting to be held 
in Islamabad in October. 
Pakistan already sent an 
invitation to Indian Prime 
Minister narendra Modi 
for the meeting. It is ex-
pected that India, like the 
trade ministers meeting, 
will join the October 15 and 
16 hurdle through online. 
India is unlikely to attend 
the SCO meeting in person 
but other member coun-
tries are expected to send 
their high-powered delega-
tions. China already con-
firmed that its prime minis-
ter would undertake a visit 
to Islamabad for the SCO 
meeting as well as bilater-
al visit. SCO is a Eurasian 
political, economic, and 
security alliance, founded 
in 2001 by China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 
It has since expanded to 
include India, Pakistan, 
and Iran as full members, 
with Afghanistan, Belarus, 
and Mongolia as observers, 
and other countries as dia-
logue partners. The SCO 
is often seen as a counter-
balance to western allianc-
es like nATO and plays a 
significant role in foster-
ing regional cooperation.

Sri lanka surpass England in 
wTC standings with win at Oval
The lions secure spot at number five while 

England stand at six in wTC standings
 

foreigN DesK

COlOMBO: Sri lanka surpassed Eng-
land in the world Test Championship 
after defeating Three lions in the fi-
nal match of the three-match series on 
Monday. England bagged the series 
win, but the lankans ended up leading 

the match at The Oval as well as in the 
standings of the wTC.
Additionally, in seven Tests, Sri lanka 
have won three matches in this cycle, 
giving them a points percentage of 
42.857% whereas England, with eight 
wins in 16 Test matches, are mere 
decimal points below with 42.187%.
In the first innings, England scored 

325 runs within 69.1 overs and re-
stricted the dhananjaya de Silva's side 
to 263 within 61.2 overs.
Sri lanka's comeback on day three 
saw the hosts reduced to 69/5, which 
soon turned to 82/7. Jamie Smith, 
scoring 67 off 50 deliveries, led Eng-
land to score 156 within 34 overs.
However, the tables turned when Sri 
lanka smashed number of fours with 
Pathum nissanka on strike, racing away 
at a rate of more than six runs per over. 
Additionally, nissanka, 26, brought up 
his half-century off 42 balls. Shoaib 
Bashir’s outstanding catch early on day 
four broke the threatening Mendis-nis-
sanka stand with the former dismissed 
for a 37-ball 39, but nissanka continued 
to score runs, finishing on an unbeaten 
127 to guide the team home alongside 
Angelo Mathews. In regard to this, nis-
sanka's 127* is the highest score by a 
Sri lankan in the fourth innings of a 
Test match since KusalPerera's unfor-
gettable 153* in South Africa in 2019. 
Meanwhile, Sri lanka will be playing 
two home series against the Black 
Caps and Australia. Ollie Pope's side, 
on the other hand, are set to face Pa-
kistan in a three-match series and new 
Zealand later this year.

Ronaldo picks 
between Mbappe, 

Benzema
The French player has surpassed 

Benzema’s total goals internationally

web DesK

lOndOn: Cristiano Ronaldo, the Portuguese superstar, 
chose the rising star KylianMbappe over his former team-
mate Karim Benzema in a challenge on Rio Ferdinand’s You-
Tube channel. The 39-year-old responded after he was asked 
to choose the better players. After choosing david Beckham 
over Paul Scholes and Ryan Giggs over Becks, the Al-nassr’s 
captain chose the French sensation without any hesitation. 
Alongside the former player, CR7 has played for several 
years. However, he has recently had the opportunity to play 
with Mbappe, 25. Meanwhile, the French player has sur-
passed Benzema’s total goals internationally, with 48 to the 
Al Ittihad marksman’s 37 for les Bleus. Recalling his previ-
ous conversation of 2022, the only player to smash 900 goals 
chose lionel Messi as the greatest players he had witnessed, 
although the UEFA’s men’s player of the year stopped short 
of admitting the Argentinian was better than himself. The 
TV presenter and journalist Morgan reported: “He was in-
credibly respectful about Messi and I said to him, ‘who’s the 
best player you’ve ever seen?’ “He said, ‘Messi, but you’re 
asking the wrong question, you’re not asking me who is the 
best player…’, because, of course, he has never seen himself 
play live. nevertheless, Ronaldo’s response about Mbappe 
have left the fans wondering just how successful Mbappe 
could be in comparison to the most-followed celebrity.

China bans 43 
soccer players and 

officials for life
BEIJInG: The Chinese Football Association has banned 
for life 38 soccer players and five club officials after a 
two-year investigation into match-fixing and gambling, as 
part of a crackdown on corruption in one of China’s most 
popular sports. The investigation found that 120 match-
es had been fixed, with 41 football clubs involved, Zhang 
Xiaopeng, a senior official from the Ministry of Public 
Security, told a press conference in dalian, according to 
the official Xinhua news Agency. The report did not say 
whether all the matches were in China. Three former Chi-
nese internationals JinJingdao, Guo Tianyu and Gu Chao 
and South Korean player Son Jun-ho were among those 
banned for life, according to findings made public on 
Tuesday at the press conference by the ministry and the 
General Administration of Sport of China, at which the 
CFA president was also present. none of the players have 
made any public comment. Son was released in March 
after being detained for 10 months in China and returned 
to South Korea. Zhang said 44 individuals faced criminal 
penalties for bribery, gambling, and the illegal opening of 
casinos, while 17 others were found to have engaged in 
bribery and match-fixing. CFA President Song Kai said 
43 of the 44 had been banned for life from football-relat-
ed activities, and 17 others received five-year bans. The 
findings were announced ahead of a world Cup qualifier 
in dalian later on Tuesday where Team China will host 
Saudi Arabia after last week’s 7-0 loss away to Japan. The 
sport has long grappled with corruption, which fans have 
blamed for the underperformance of the men’s national 
team. China in turn has ramped up its crackdown on soc-
cer-related graft. In August, a former vice president of the 
national football association was sentenced to 11 years in 
prison for accepting bribes, and a former director of the 
competition department was sentenced to seven years im-
prisonment for the same offence. A former chairman of 
CFA was sentenced to life in prison in March. – Agencies

PCB 
postpones 
national 

Men’s U19 
Championship

Nazir siyal

KARACHI: The Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) has 
indefinitely postponed the 
national Under-19 Three-
day Championship and the 
Under-19 One-day Cup on 
the very first day of their 
commencement. In a brief 
statement issued by the 
PCB, it was announced that 
the matches of the national 
Under-19 Three-day Cham-
pionship, which was set 
to start today, have been 
postponed. The champi-
onship was to feature both 
three-day matches and the 
Under-19 One-day Cup. 
According to the PCB, the 
competitions have been 
postponed indefinitely due 
to “unavoidable circum-
stances.” A new schedule 
will be announced later. 
The PCB’s announce-
ment came at the end of 
the first day of the initial 
round of the three-day 
matches. Sources indicate 
that today’s play at various 
centers will not be includ-
ed in the official records. 
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Hundreds of Meitei people in the state capital Imphal defied a curfew imposed 
earlier Tuesday to demand security forces take action against Kuki insurgent 

groups, whom they blame for the latest spate of attacks
web DesK

nEw dElHI: India’s strife-torn 
northeastern state of Manipur 
ordered an internet blackout on 
Tuesday, after imposing a curfew 
following days of deadly ethnic 
violence and clashes between pro-
testers and police.
Manipur has been rocked by peri-
odic clashes for more than a year 
between the predominantly Hindu 
Meitei majority and the mainly 
Christian Kuki community, divid-
ing the state into ethnic enclaves.
At least 11 people were killed last 

week as hostilities between the 
two communities erupted again 
after months of relative calm.
A notice from the state’s home 
ministry ordered all internet and 
mobile data services in the state 
to be shut off for five days in or-
der to bring the latest unrest 
under control. “Some anti-social 
elements might use social media 
extensively for transmission of 
images, hate speech and hate vid-
eo messages inciting the passions 
of the public,” the notice said. “It 
has become necessary to take 
adequate measures to maintain 

law and order in public interest, 
by stopping the spread of disin-
formation and false rumours.” In-
ternet services were shut down for 
months in Manipur last year during 
the first outbreak of violence, which 
displaced around 60,000 people 
from their homes according to gov-
ernment figures. Thousands  the 
state’s residents are still unable to 
return home owing to ongoing ten-
sions. Hundreds of Meitei people 
in the state capital Imphal defied 
a curfew imposed earlier Tuesday 
to demand security forces take ac-
tion against Kuki insurgent groups, 

whom they blame for the latest 
spate of attacks. Indian TV broad-
casters showed the police firing 
tear gas in an effort to disperse the 
rally. Student-led protests on Mon-
day turned violent after the crowd 
threw stones and plastic bottles at 
security forces, police said in a 
statement. Protesters in another 
district snatched arms from police 
and fired at them, the statement 
added. “One police personnel was 
hit on the left thigh by a live round 
and another police personnel was 
hit in the face by an unknown pro-
jectile,” it said. The protests were 

motivated by a series of insur-
gent attacks using “improvised” 
projectile weapons and drone 
attacks that killed 11 people last 
week, in what police called a “sig-
nificant escalation” of violence. 
long-standing tensions between 
the Meitei and Kuki communities 
revolve around competition for 
land and public jobs. Rights activ-
ists have accused local leaders of 
exacerbating ethnic divisions for 
political gain.
Manipur is ruled by Prime Min-
ister narendra Modi’s Hindu na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party.

Indian state orders internet blackout, curfew 

Briefs
Death 

toll from 
Typhoon Yagi 

in Vietnam 
climbs to 58

HAnOI: The death toll from 
Typhoon Yagi has risen to 
58 in northern Vietnam 
after heavy rains triggered 
landslides and flooding, lo-
cal media reported on Tues-
day.A total of 58 people 
have been confirmed dead, 
and 40 others went missing 
due to the most powerful 
tropical storm of the year, 
Vietnam news reported, 
citing the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Rural develop-
ment. Among the casual-
ties, at least 12 people died 
due to the storm, 72 from 
landslides and flash floods, 
six from floodwaters, and 
eight from the collapse of 
Phong Chau Bridge in Phu 
Thọ province on Monday. 
The typhoon hit northern 
Cao Bang, lao Cai, Quang 
ninh, Hai Phong, and Phu 
Thọ provinces. More than 
740 people also got injured 
due to the typhoon and 
flooding. The storm has 
also led 85 boats to sink 
in Quang ninh, damaging 
thousands of hectares of 
rice, crops, and fruit trees. 
The flood also swept away 
1,577 fish farming cages 
and killed 1,107 livestock 
and 678,945 poultry. The 
heavy rain has continued in 
different areas since early 
Tuesday, according to the 
national Centre for Hydro-
meteorological Forecasting. 
The Vietnamese govern-
ment has deployed thou-
sands of military personnel 
to carry out relief and res-
cue operations in the affect-
ed areas. More than 50,000 
people from coastal cities 
have been evacuated due to 
the typhoon. Typhoon Yagi, 
which struck the north-
ern regions of the Philip-
pines on Sept. 3, caused 
severe rain, flooding, and 
landslides, resulting in 20 
deaths and 26 missing. The 
typhoon, which hit China’s 
Hainan province on Sept. 
7, led to the deaths of four 
people and injuries to 95 
others.—Agencies 

Russia rules 
out talks 
with Kyiv

MOSCOw: Russian Securi-
ty Council Secretary Sergey 
Shoygu said on Tuesday that 
Moscow will not engage in 
negotiations with Kyiv until 
Ukrainian troops are ousted 
from Russian territory. “As 
long as we haven’t pushed 
them off our land, there will 
be no negotiations,” Shoygu 
vowed in an interview with 
Russia-24 television. The 
former defense minister 
condemned Ukraine’s at-
tempts to reach the Kursk 
nuclear Power Plant (nPP), 
saying such actions are ma-
licious and tantamount to 
the “height of terrorism.”
“There’s a significant issue 
here – the Kursk nuclear 
Power Plant. we do not 
and will not negotiate with 
terrorists. Their desire to 
commit nuclear terror at 
the Kursk nPP represents 
the highest level of ter-
rorism. They aimed to ad-
vance and seize the plant, 
but thankfully, they failed,” 
he emphasized. Russia and 
Ukraine continue fighting 
in the Kursk region, where 
Kyiv launched an incursion 
on Aug. 5-6, and in eastern 
Ukraine, where Moscow 
continues to claim advances 
on multiple fronts. —APP

Australia 
mulls ban 

on children 
using social 

media
CAnBERRA: Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese on Tuesday an-
nounced that his govern-
ment plans to ban children 
from using social media. 
In a statement, Premier 
Albanese said that his la-
bor government will intro-
duce legislation this year 
to enforce a minimum age 
for access to social media 
and other relevant digital 
platforms. “we know so-
cial media is causing social 
harm, and it is taking kids 
away from real friends and 
real experiences,” said the 
Prime Minister. Howev-
er, he didn’t share further 
details about the age limit 
for children who will not be 
allowed to use social media. 
Albanese added that a Com-
monwealth-led approach to 
this important social issue will 
ensure Australian children are 
better protected from online 
harms. —Agencies

EU scores 
court wins 

against Apple, 
Google

BRUSSElS, BElGIUM, 
The EU’s top court on Tues-
day delivered two major 
victories in the bloc’s battle 
against tech giants by ruling 
against Apple and Google 
in separate legal sagas with 
billions of euros at play. The 
decisions give a boost to the 
bloc’s outgoing competition 
chief, Margrethe Vestager, 
who had suffered a series 
of setbacks in EU courts 
against her decisions. Con-
cluding a long-running legal 
battle, the European Court of 
Justice ruled that the iPhone 
maker must pay 13 billion eu-
ros ($14.3 billion) in back-tax-
es to Ireland. “The Court of 
Justice gives final judgment 
in the matter and confirms 
the European Commis-
sion’s 2016 decision: Ireland 
granted Apple unlawful aid 
which Ireland is required to 
recover,” the court said in a 
statement. Minutes later, the 
court also upheld a 2.4-bil-
lion-euro fine against Google, 
one of a string of high-profile 
EU competition cases tar-
geting the tech giant. The 
court dismissed an appeal by 
Google and its parent compa-
ny Alphabet against the fine, 
slapped on the search engine 
in 2017 for abusing its dom-
inant position by favouring 
its own comparison shopping 
service. —APP

SpaceX 
launches 

Polaris dawn 
mission 

KEnnEdY SPACE 
CEnTER: SpaceX launched 
its daring Polaris dawn mis-
sion on Tuesday, a multiday 
orbital expedition carrying 
a four-member civilian crew 
for the first spacewalk by 
non-professional astronauts. 
The crew, led by Shift4 Pay-
ments CEO Jared Iscaacman, 
is also aiming to fly deeper 
into space than any other 
manned mission in more 
than half a century, reaching 
a peak altitude of 870 miles 
(1,400 kilometers). “liftoff 
of Polaris dawn!” SpaceX 
said on X, alongside a photo 
of the take-off. The highlight 
of the mission will be the 
first spacewalk composed 
entirely of non-profession-
als, who are wearing sleek, 
newly developed SpaceX ex-
travehicular activity (EVA) 
suits outfitted with heads-up 
displays, helmet cameras and 
an advanced joint mobility 
system. Applause broke out 
across the mission control 
center as the dragon capsule 
separated successfully from 
the main engine and the first 
glimpses of Earth came into 
view.—APP

Helmy 
sworn in as 
replacement 

for Menendez
 

web DesK

wASHInGTOn: George 
Helmy, the former chief of 
staff for new Jersey Gov. 
Phil Murphy, was sworn in 
to the US Senate on Mon-
day to temporarily replace 
former Sen. Bob Menendez, 
who stepped down following 
his conviction on corruption 
charges. “I’m incredibly hum-
bled to be sworn in as new 
Jersey’s junior senator. My 
career as a staffer has been 
about serving the people of 
nJ and getting the job done 
for those relying on us. “I 
commit to serving nJ with 
determination and to ensure 
our work benefits the people 
we serve,” Helmy said on X. 
last month, Gov. Murphy 
appointed Helmy to fill the 
seat of Menendez, who was 
convicted on charges in-
cluding bribery and acting 
as a foreign agent. Helmy’s 
term will expire on Jan. 3. 
democrat Andy Kim and 
Republican Curtis Bashaw 
are vying for the seat. Me-
nendez announced in July 
that he would resign effec-
tive Aug. 20 after a federal 
jury in new York found him 
guilty on 16 counts tied 
to allegations of receiving 
bribes from foreign nations 
and acting as an unregis-
tered foreign agent. Sen-
ate Majority leader Chuck 
Schumer had urged Menen-
dez to step down shortly 
after the verdict was an-
nounced. I just want to say 
a word of congratulations to 
our new senator. He’s go-
ing to be a great addition, 
and it’s another ceiling 
being broken,” Schumer 
said on the Senate floor 
after Helmy took the oath 
of office. Prosecutors had 
alleged that Menendez, 
70, accepted bribes from 
a trio of new Jersey busi-
nessmen that included 
gold bars.—APP

Starmer vows ‘partnership’ 
with unions but warns on pay

He warned, however, that decisions on pay would be shaped by “tough decisions” needed to protect 
the public finances -- repeating his mantra that the Conservatives left labour with a dire economic 

inheritance when they vacated office following a landslide election defeat in early July

News DesK

BRIGHTOn: Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer on Tues-
day pledged to reset indus-
trial relations strained by 
widespread strike action, 
as he became the first UK 
leader to address the annu-
al meeting of Britain’s trade 
unions in 15 years.
The speech, however, came 
among early tensions be-
tween the young govern-
ment and major unions over 
plans to cut energy benefits 
for millions of pensioners.
Starmer’s labour par-
ty billed the speech as a 
powerful symbol that the 
centre-left party is back in 
government after nearly a 
decade and a half of Con-
servative rule.
“Partnership is a more dif-
ficult way of doing politics,” 
Starmer said, seeking to 

draw a line under years of 
strike action and tensions 
between unions and the 
previous administration.
labour has historically 
been allied with trade un-
ion organisations, which 
contribute a substantial 
amount to the party’s in-
come. The Trade Union 
Congress (TUC), the um-
brella body of 48 member 
unions comprising more 
than 5.5 million working 
people, helped found la-
bour in the early 20th cen-
tury. Gordon Brown was 
the last premier to deliver 
a speech to its conference 
in 2009. “It’s time to turn 
the page -- business and un-
ions, the private and public 
sector united by common 
cause, to rebuild our public 
services and grow our econ-
omy in a new way,” Starm-
er, 62, told TUC delegates 
in the seaside resort of 

Brighton. He warned, how-
ever, that decisions on pay 
would be shaped by “tough 
decisions” needed to pro-
tect the public finances -- re-
peating his mantra that the 
Conservatives left labour 
with a dire economic inher-
itance when they vacated 
office following a landslide 
election defeat in early July. 
“no one in this room wants 
to hear such a gloomy fore-
cast, I get that,” said Starm-

er, adding though that he 
would not “risk” labour’s 
“mandate for economic 
stability, under any circum-
stances”. labour came to 
power pledging to end the 
waves of strikes over pay 
and conditions that blight-
ed the country in sectors 
from the railways to hos-
pitals in the last few years 
of Tory rule. It has already 
announced above-inflation 
pay rises for public sector 
workers such as teachers 
and doctors and struck a 
pay deal with train drivers 
to pave the way for rena-
tionalising the railways. 
labour has also laid out 
proposals to legally ban 
practices such as “fire and 
rehire” -- where employers 
let workers go in order to 
rehire them on contracts 
with inferior terms -- and 
to ban zero-hours con-
tracts, which leave work-

ers without a minimum 
number of hours to be 
worked. That has prompt-
ed concern among some 
business leaders while 
Starmer said his govern-
ment would also scrap 
legislation introduced by 
the Conservatives that 
set higher thresholds for 
strike action. The TUC has 
welcomed the pay deals 
as a “crucial first step” 
but tensions are already 
emerging between some 
major unions and the new 
government. “It’s good 
to have a labour govern-
ment,” Rail, Maritime and 
Transport (RMT) union 
general secretary Mick 
lynch told AFP. “But they 
need to be ambitious and 
they need to be bold and 
they need to be radical.” 
The disagreements are 
in part caused by finance 
minister Rachel Reeves’s 

promise of imposing “iron 
discipline” over public fi-
nances to claw back what 
she says is a £22-billion 
($28.8-billion) black hole 
inherited from the Tories. 
“They’ve got a problem 
because they’ve given 
themselves these fiscal 
rules,” said lynch. “It 
will make it very difficult 
for them to deliver what 
they’ve promised and 
also what the country 
needs.”lynch was among 
union leaders to call on 
Starmer to reverse his 
government’s decision to 
scrap winter fuel bene-
fits for 10 million elderly 
people. He has described 
it as a “historic mistake”, 
while Unite boss Sharon 
Graham accused labour 
of opting to “pick the 
pocket of pensioners” 
while leaving the richest 
“totally untouched”. 
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IAEA chief stresses importance 
of resolving safeguards issues 

Rafael Grossi reiterates that Tehran has failed to meet its  
obligations under safeguards agreement

foreigN DesK

ISTAnBUl : Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) director General 
Rafael Grossi on Monday 
highlighted the importance 
of resolving issues arising 
from Iran’s obligations un-
der the Comprehensive 
Safeguards Agreement.
Grossi said these issues 
need to be addressed for 
the agency to be able to pro-
vide assurances that Iran’s 
nuclear program is entirely 
peaceful.
Addressing Iran’s nuclear 
activities and longstanding 
issues with the country, he 
noted that Tehran has not 
fulfilled its commitments 
under the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
for around three-and-a-half 
years. As a result, he said 
the agency has lost conti-

nuity in information regard-
ing technical equipment 
such as centrifuges used 
for uranium enrichment at 
nuclear facilities as well as 
wastewater and other ele-
ments related to monitor-
ing. Grossi reiterated that 
Tehran has also failed to 
meet its obligations under 
the safeguards agreement. 
In addition, he said Iran 
has not complied with the 
Additional Protocol and 
Code 3.1 provisions. noting 
that 15 months have passed 
without progress since the 
Joint Statement of March 
4, 2023 between the two 
parties, Grossi called on 
Tehran to implement the 
Joint Statement. Saying he 
had been in contact with 
new Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian following 
the country’s presidential 
elections, Grossi said he 
hoped to hold talks with 

Pezeshkian by november 
on enhancing Iran’s cooper-
ation with the agency. “He 
agreed to meet with me at 
an appropriate juncture. I 
encourage Iran to facilitate 
such a meeting in the not-
too-distant future so that we 
can establish a constructive 
dialogue that leads swiftly 
to real results,” said Grossi 
in a statement to a quarter-
ly meeting of the Agency’s 
35-nation Board of Gov-
ernors. -nuclear safety in 
Ukraine
Grossi said that during 
his meeting with Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, they discussed 
the need for a more active 
approach to ensure the 
security of electrical trans-
former stations, which are 
of critical importance for 
the country’s nuclear pow-
er plants. The IAEA chief 
said the situation at the 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear Pow-
er Plant remains unstable, 
with ongoing challenges 
such as regular explosions, 
drone attacks, gunfire and 
repeated disruptions to 
the external power supply 
increasing the risk of a nu-
clear accident. Saying that 
all reactors at the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear Power Plant 
are kept shut down, he not-
ed that as long as conflicts 
continue to jeopardize the 
nuclear safety and security 
of the facility, it is clear that 
no reactor will be restarted
Grossing also noted that he 
met with senior Russian of-
ficials in Kaliningrad due to 
an attempted attack on the 
Kursk nuclear Power Plant 
in Russia.
“nuclear power plants in 
any way cannot be con-
sidered military targets. 
They’re not legitimate mil-
itary targets,” he said.

Arab ministerial 
meeting opens in 

Egypt to discuss Gaza
CAIRO: An Arab ministerial meeting convened in the Egyp-
tian capital, Cairo, on Tuesday to discuss Israel’s ongoing 
offensive on the Gaza Strip. Addressing the meeting, Arab 
league Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit called for halt-
ing the Israeli onslaught on the Palestinian enclave. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin netanyahu is “unwilling to agree 
to a cease-fire in Gaza,” he said. “There is no choice but to 
halt the war,” he added.  The ministerial meeting, chaired by 
Yemen, is also attended by Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan 
Fidan, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, UnRwA Com-
missioner-General Philippe lazzarini, and Un Senior Human-
itarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for Gaza Sigrid Kaag. 
“The Muslim world will do whatever it takes to preserve the 
Islamic identity of Haram al-Sharif with the same spirit,” said 
Fidan during his address at the meeting. He also warned 
supporters of the Israeli prime minister, saying that they are 
also accomplices to the ongoing genocide in Gaza. “They will 
also be held accountable,” he added. The meeting discusses 
ways to end the ongoing Israeli attacks in Gaza and the west 
Bank, and diplomatic and legal measures to stop aggressive 
Israeli policies aimed at displacing Palestinians from their 
land, according to its announced agenda. It also addresses 
the situations in several Arab countries such as libya, Yem-
en, Sudan, and Somalia and security of navigation and ener-
gy supplies in the Gulf region. Israel has continued a brutal 
military offensive on the Gaza Strip since an Oct. 7 Hamas 
attack despite a Un Security Council resolution demanding 
an immediate cease-fire. More than 41,000 people have since 
been killed, mostly women and children, and nearly 95,000 
others injured, according to local health authorities.—APP

Ambassador Dr Yousaf Junaid addressing the audience on Defence and Martyrs Day reception held in Ankara. The event was graced by Turkish Min-
ister of Trade H.E Prof. Dr Omer Bolat and Commander Turkish General Staff (TGS) General Metin Gurak.
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Barrister Gohar released ‘We 
will not back off’, says PTI 
after arrest of party leaders 

Omar Ayub terms Sept 9 “black day”, claiming 
that “masked whisked away several party leaders”

shamim shahiD

PESHAwAR: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has vowed to continue its anti-govern-
ment movement a day after several of its leaders were arrested from Parliament House 
in late night police crackdown. “There should be no misunderstanding as people have 
stood up,” said PTI leader Salman Akram Raja while addressing a press conference in 
Peshawar on Tuesday. PTI leaders including Omar Ayub Khan, AsadQaiser, Azam Swati, 
and Salman Akram Raja were also present at the presser held after the conclusion of the 
former ruling party’s core committee meeting. “Some people are influencing the coun-
try’s political and democratic process,” alleged Raja, adding that they would not back off 
and let anyone suppress the voice of Pakistanis. defending the PTI leaders’ speeches in 
the Islamabad rally, the lawyer-cum-politician was of the view that political power show 
has a different environment. The opposition party strongly condemned the lawmakers’ 
arrests, including the detention of some MnAs from the parliament, in a police crack-
down on its leadership in Islamabad launched on alleged violations of the public gather-
ing law’s violations. At the beginning of the press conference, journalists protested over 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur’s remarks against the newsmen 
during his explosive speech in the PTI’s Islamabad power show two days ago. Journalists 
questioned why the KP chief executive was absent from the press conference for whom 
Omar had assured that he would tender an apology for his indecent remarks. Raja replied 
that CM Gandapur departed for an assembly session. Addressing the press conference, 
Ayub, who is also the Opposition leader in the national Assembly, slammed the coalition 
government for using all tactics to stop his party’s Islamabad public gathering.

ISLAMABAD: Country Director, UN Information Center, Catherine Weibel inaugurating an 
art exhibition at Satrang Gallery in a local hotel in the Federal Capital. – DNA

Briefs
PTI making 
attempts to 

initiate talks 
with army
faisal sheiKh

ISlAMABAd: Senator Fais-
al Vawda said on Tuesday 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
was desperate to hold talks 
with the establishment be-
hind closed doors. Address-
ing the Senate session, the 
senator said no one could 
support the views of the 
PTI as they were against 
the interests of the country.
He also alleged the de-
ceased journalist Arshad 
Sharif was also victim of the 
PTI’s politics. Vawda added 
that abusive culture in poli-
tics would not be tolerated.

PA to go 
digital, says 

speaker
DNa

lAHORE: Punjab Assembly 
Speaker Malik Muhammad 
Ahmad Khan said on Tues-
day practical steps would be 
taken to digitse the assem-
bly’s proceedings. In this 
regard, the assembly mem-
bers shared their views 
with the speaker. 
It was also reported that 
a digital studio would be 
established in the Punjab 
Assembly. Under digitali-
sation, all the proceedings 
of the assembly would be 
uploaded on social media 
platforms. Sources said the 
archive data of the assem-
bly would also be protected.
The complete proceeding of 
the Punjab Assembly can be 
seen on ‘Provincial Assem-
bly of the Punjab’. 

KP House is 
a nursery of 
terrorists: 

Azma
bureau report

lAHORE: Punjab Infor-
mation Minister Azma-
Bokhari said on Tuesday 
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
House had turned into a 
breeding ground for terror-
ists. Speaking to reporters 
outside the lahore High 
Court (lHC), Bokhari 
said that KP CM Ali Amin 
Gandapur’s tone and ten-
or was that of terrorists 
during his speech at the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
(PTI) Sangjani public gath-
ering on Sept 8, adding 
that Gandapur’s anti-state 
was unacceptable.
“we don’t want any battle 
between provinces. Punjab 
has always played big broth-
er’s role. we will not let KP 
CM house turn into a shel-
ter for terrorists. The peo-
ple running the KP house 
will have to clear their posi-
tion,” she added.
She blamed Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s found-
er Imran Khan for ut-
tering below the belt re-
marks about his political 
opponents, which she 
said, was followed by all 
PTI leaders and workers.
She ruled out any pos-
sibility for the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s to hold 
a public gathering in Pun-
jab, informing that Punjab 
CM Maryam nawaz would 
look into the matter of the 
PTI’s public rally herself.

Saudi 
embassy 
officially 
resumes 

operations 
in Syria 

dAMASCUS: Saudi em-
bassy in Syria has officially 
resumed its mission in the 
Arab country, as the two 
sides seek to foster bilateral 
relations after more than a 
decade of severed ties.
Speaking at a ceremony held 
by the embassy in damascus 
on Monday, the Saudi Charge 
d’affaires, Abdullah al-Haris, 
described the resumption of 
the embassy’s activities as an 
important moment in the his-
tory of ties between the two 
countries. He stressed the 
embassy’s keenness to make 
every effort to promote da-
mascus-Riyadh ties.
For his part, Syria’s Assis-
tant Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Expatriates Ayman 
Raad reiterated that the two 
countries maintain deep ties. 
He told Syria’s official news 
agency (SAnA) that the re-
sumption of the Saudi embas-
sy’s mission and the reopen-
ing of the Syrian embassy in 
Riyadh that took place in Oc-
tober last year will enable the 
two countries to strengthen 
bilateral ties and enhance the 
joint Arab action that serves 
the interests of the region’s 
peoples. – Agencies

Israeli strike 
kills 40 in 

humanitarian 
zone

foreigN DesK

CAIRO: Gaza’s civil defense 
agency said Tuesday that an 
Israeli strike on a human-
itarian zone in the south 
of the Palestinian territory 
killed 40 people and wound-
ed 60 others, with the Is-
raeli army saying it had 
targeted a Hamas command 
center in the area.
The strike hit Al-Mawasi 
— in Gaza’s main southern 
city of Khan Yunis — which 
was designated a safe zone 
by the Israeli military ear-
ly in the war, with tens of 
thousands of displaced Pal-
estinians seeking refuge 
there.However, Israel’s mil-
itary has occasionally car-
ried out operations in and 
around the area, including 
a strike in July that it said 
killed Hamas military chief 
Mohammed deif, and which 
Gaza health authorities said 
killed more than 90 people.

Fin Min reiterates govt’s resolve 
for restructuring of power sector

The Minister recounted the structural reforms being undertaken in the power sector, 
including reconstitution of Boards of directors of discos by bringing in professionals 

from private sector and reducing the number of government nominees

Khayam abbasi

ISlAMABAd: Federal Minister for Finance 
& Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurang-

zeb held a meeting with Mr. Mark Skelton, 
Chairman Board of directors K-Electric, on 
Tuesday to exchange views around K-Elec-
tric’s plans for catering to growing energy 
demands of Karachi and the company’s tran-

sition to renewables to ensure affordable 
and sustainable energy for the residents of 
port city. Mr. JavedKureishi, Member Board 
of directors KE, Mr. Mubasher H. Sheikh, 
Member Board of directors KE, Mr. Moon-

isAlvi, CEO KE, Mr. Imran Qureshi, Chief 
Regulatory Affairs KE, M. Aamir Ghaziani, 
CFO KE and senior officials of the Finance 
division also attended the meeting. 
The KE team briefed the Minister regard-
ing its plans to include renewable in its gen-
eration mix, with a view to lowering down 
the cost of electricity for Karachi. They 
also apprised the Minister of other initia-
tives being taken by KE for improved ser-
vice delivery to residents of Karachi.
The Minister recounted the structural 
reforms being undertaken in the power 
sector, including reconstitution of Boards 
of directors of discos by bringing in pro-
fessionals from private sector and reducing 
the number of government nominees to 
bring in more efficiency in the boards and 
improve overall service delivery. 
He reiterated the government’s resolve to 
ensure private sector participation in all 
government-owned discos and gencos and 
mentioned the start of process of privatiz-
ing of three discos in line with the Prime 
Minister’s vision to enable and facilitate 
the private sector to lead the economy.  
The Minister also lauded the initiatives tak-
en by K-Electric for further investment and 
expansion of its energy and distribution 
operations, and assured full support for its 
efforts to transition to renewables and pro-
duction of cheaper and affordable energy 
through the use of domestic resources.
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US amb. Blome 
highlights 

“Recharge Pak” 
initiative 

The project will deploy a 
network of green infrastructure 

solutions to rehabilitate 
floodwater channels, restore 

wetlands, and improve  
soil water absorption

aDil shaheeN

ISlAMABAd: Ambassador of the United 
States in Islamabad donald Blome on Tues-
day addressed the launch of the “Recharge 
Pakistan” initiative here at the Pakistan In-
stitute for Parliamentary Services (PIPS).
The ambitious climate project aims to 
bolster flood resilience and enhance wa-
ter security across vulnerable regions in 
Pakistan. Ambassador Blome began his 
remarks by recognizing PIPS, an independ-
ent research and training facility for parlia-
mentarians established with U.S. funding. 
He emphasized the institute’s significant 
role in educating and supporting Pakistani 
lawmakers through extensive training and 

policy research.
The “Recharge Pakistan” initiative, which 
sees a $5 million contribution from the 
United States, is designed to address crit-
ical water management challenges exac-
erbated by climate change. Groundwater, 
vital for drinking water, agriculture, and 
livestock, is under threat as climate change 
disrupts natural water recharge processes. 
Ambassador Blome likened groundwater 
to a battery that powers essential life func-
tions but is increasingly unable to recharge 
due to changing environmental conditions.
The project will deploy a network of green 
infrastructure solutions to rehabilitate 
floodwater channels, restore wetlands, and 
improve soil water absorption. Expected 
outcomes include reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by nearly 53,000 tons of CO2, 
creating 127 new groundwater storage ba-
sins, and reducing flooding hazards across 
50,000 hectares. The initiative is projected 
to benefit approximately 687,000 people 
directly and over seven million indirectly 
in Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 
Sindh. The envoy highlighted the historical 
U.S.-Pakistan partnership in water manage-
ment, citing collaborative projects like the 
Mangla and Tarbela dams. He underscored 
recent efforts under the U.S.-Pakistan 
“Green Alliance” framework, which focus-
es on renewable energy, smart agriculture, 
and water management. “Recharge Paki-
stan” builds on this longstanding partner-
ship and represents a further commitment 
to addressing climate change impacts.

Advanced metres 
installation in full swing
Plan afoot to replace all outdated electricity 
metres with AMI metres by 2026: IESCO

staff reporter 
ISlAMABAd: The Government of Paki-
stan’s state-of-the-art Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) project is steadfastly 
progressing in the Islamabad Electricity 
Supply Company’s (IESCO) region. Accord-
ing to the IESCO spokesperson the project 
is driven by a commitment to bring power 
sector reforms, innovation, and exceptional 
customer service. In the initial phase, the in-
stallation of AMI meters is rolling out swiftly 
in the two operation circles of IESCO, name-
ly Rawalpindi City and Rawalpindi Cantt. As 
of the latest report, over 110,000 AMI me-
ters have been successfully installed. 
It is expected that by 2026, the replace-
ment of all outdated electricity meters in 
Rawalpindi City, Rawalpindi Cantt Circles, 
and Taxila, whereas all MdI meters and 
high license feeders on Industrial tariff 

in the surrounding areas, will be replaced 
with AMI meters, the official said adding 
the upgradation is anticipated to result 
in the provision of uninterrupted power 
supply and a substantial reduction in line 
losses. The installation of AMI meters will 
ensure 100pc accurate and timely meter 
reading, effective control of electricity 
theft, precise estimation of electricity de-
mand and supply, real-time monitoring 
and control of electricity consumption, 
enhanced revenue recovery and automated 
registration of meter faults to the SdO of-
fice, said the spokesperson adding the step 
is a pioneering initiative and a new venture 
in Pakistan’s power sector. In this regard, 
while IESCO teams are encountering tech-
nical challenges and receiving customer 
complaints, prompt action is being taken 
to ensure swift and effective redressal of 
grievances of its esteemed consumers.


