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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif welcoming the Prime Minister of Malaysia
Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim upon his arrival on a 3-day official visit at Islamabad. — DNA

Pak polio
tally soars
to 26

Resurgence of polio
in country presents
significant setback
for govt’s efforts to

eradicate disease

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Two new cas-
es of polio virus have been
reported in Pakistan, taking
the country’s yearly tally
to 26 amid a sharp rise in
the spread of the crippling
disease despite rigorous ef-
forts by the authorities for
polio eradication. Polio is
a highly infectious disease
caused by virus mainly
affecting children under
the age of five years, who
are malnourished or have
weak immunity because
of being under-vaccinated
or not vaccinated for polio
and other childhood diseas-
es.The illness invades the
nervous system and caus-
es paralysis or even death.

Six BLA
terrorists
gunned
down

Terrorists “directly
attacked” security
forces and innocent
people, say sources

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: At least six
terrorists of the outlawed
Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA) were eliminated
after the security forces
conducted a joint operation
in Balochistan’s Harnai dis-
trict, security sources told
Geo News on Wednesday.

The operation, as per the
sources, was carried out on
secret information in the
province’s northeastern dis-
trict where the forces suc-
cessfully targeted on BLA
hideouts on September 12.

Islamabad’s
Red Zone
sealed

Containers have also
been placed at Faizabad
on the Express
Highway, causing long
queues of vehicles

MEenTaB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Red Zone
in Islamabad has once again
been sealed ahead of antic-
ipated protest by PTL Ac-
cording to details, containers
have been placed on roads
leading to the Red Zone,
with only Margalla Road
remaining open for access.
Containers have also been
placed at Faizabad on the Ex-
press Highway, causing long
queues of vehicles. Early in
the morning, citizens head-
ing to offices and educational
institutions faced significant
difficulties on the roads.

Defection clause case

CJP Qazi Faez rejects

PTT’s objection on bench

CYP Isa directs AG to facilitate PTI1
lawyer, Imran Khan meeting

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) objection to the constitu-
tion of the bench hearing the review plea
against the Article 63(A) verdict and di-
rected the federal government to arrange
a meeting between incarcerated ex-prime
minister Imran Khan and party lawyer
Ali Zafar. “Arrangements should be made
for a meeting between Barrister [Ali] Za-
far and the PTI founder,” Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa said while
directing the attorney general to facilitate
the said meeting. The development comes
as a CJP-led five-member bench comprising
Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan, Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Justice Mazhar Alam
Khan Miankhel and Justice Naeem Akhtar

Continued on Page 06

PTI gets more
time in intra-party
elections case

Gohar pleaded that FIA has
taken in custody the intra-
paraty elections record

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednesday
granted more time to the PTI to submit
documents in the intra-party elections
case. A four-member bench, led by ECP
Member Nisar Durrani, conducted
the hearing. Barrister Gohar, repre-
senting PTI, informed the bench that

Continued on Page 06

Opposes mily courts

Bilawal affirms commitment
to constitutional amendments

PPP chairman asserts party will not abandon the constitutional
court matter, vowing to see it through to completion

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has reiterat-
ed his commitment to completing the consti-
tutional amendments, stating that if they are
finalised before October 25, the matter can be
resolved peacefully. In a session with report-
ers in Islamabad on Wednesday, Bilawal was
asked about his stance on former prime min-
ister Imran Khan’s military trial. He replied,
“We need to assess the evidence first; after all,
we have the authority to grant a presidential
pardon.” He maintained that the PPP stands
against the death penalty. When questioned
about the proposed constitutional amendments
and their deadline of October 25, he stated,
“If the amendments are made before Octo-
ber 25, the matter can be settled peacefully.

Continued on Page 06

PTI MPAs among
200 workers held

Entry, exit points of Mianwali,
Bahawalpur shut; mobile
service suspended in Mianwali

BureAaUu REPORT

LAHORE: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) has called for protests across
several cities in Punjab, prompting the
government to impose Section 144 and
tighten security in various districts to
maintain law and order. The protests
come in response to the PTI’s demand
for the release of their detained leaders.

Continued on Page 06

Senator Siddiqui says issue

surrounding constitutional

amendments will be clarified in the next two weeks

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Senator Irfan Siddiqui on
Wednesday reiterated that the proposed
constitutional amendments are not per-
son-specific. “Any constitutional amend-
ment has nothing to do with Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa or Justice Man-
soor Ali Shah,” said Siddiqui while speak-
ing to media persons after meeting Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman. The government pushed
the constitutional package amid specu-
lation about a potential extension in the
tenure of CJP Isa, who is set to retire this
month, following the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf’s (PTI) request last month for the early

Continued on Page 06

Forex reserves
surge to 2-month

import cover

Jameel Ahmad says central
bank plans to launch fully digital
banking by 2025 to enhance
financial inclusion

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan’s foreign exchange
reserves have surged to cover two
months’ worth of imports after the
arrival of the first tranche from the
International Monetary Fund’s (IMF)

Continued on Page 06

PM Shehbaz
lauds Dr
Lakir Naik

Naik said Islam is
a complete code of
life that provides
us guidance in
every matter

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prominent Is-
lamic scholar Dr Zakir Naik
called on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad
on Wednesday. Welcoming
Dr Zakir Naik, the prime
minister said the entire
Muslim Ummabh is proud of
him for introducing the true
image of Islam to the world.
PM Shehbaz said he listened
to his lectures with great
interest, which are very en-
lightening and impactful.

He said, “Islam is a religion
of peace, and you are doing
an important duty by spread-
ing the true message of
Islam among people”. The
premier remarked that he is
happy to know that Dr Zakir
Naik’s son is also following
his footsteps and serving
Islam. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Zakir Naik said Pa-
kistan is the only country in
the world that was created in
the name of Islam. He said
Islam is a complete code of
life that provides us guid-
ance in every matter. He said
spreading the message of Is-
lam worldwide is his mission
as success lies in following
the path of Islam. The prime
minister expressed his best
wishes for Dr. Zakir Naik.

'You reap what you sow'

Nawaz urges
Imran Khan to
seek forgiveness

Pointing out the development work carried out in his
tenures, the former premier said that his government
laid the network of motorways and highways and
metro bus services, eliminated terrorism, made
Pakistan a nuclear power, overcame energy crisis

ABip Raza / DNA

LAHORE: Amid ongoing protests by Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in different areas
of Punjab, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz Sharif asked in-
carcerated party founder Imran Khan to
learn humility and refrain from making tall
claims. “You reap what you sow,” the three-
time prime minister said to jailed PTI found-
er while addressing a ceremony related to
“Apna Ghar Apni Chat” Scheme.

His statement came as PTI continues its an-
ti-government campaign, with party workers
and supporters staging protests in different
areas of Punjab today (Wednesday). Without
naming the PTI, the ruling party president
said the ruling party of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa was not interested in the development of
the province. “They come Punjab with tear
gas shells,” the PML-N chief said hinting
at PTI protesters. Nawaz also asked which
of the “tall promises” the PTI had fulfilled.
“Their performance is zero and they stage
protest whenever they get a chance,” he add-
ed. “I think such elements should be dealt
with strictly.” Moreover, the former premier
also expressed disappointment with his sup-
porters and voters, stating that they never

Continued on Page 06

PTI to protest
at D-Chowk on
Oct4 at any cost

CM Gandapur once
again would lead
the KP delegation

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Pakitan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) announced agitation at the
D-Chowk on October 4. The party
leadership in Peshawar decided to
protest at the D-Chowk come what
may. CM Gandapur while addressing
the participants said that the plan-
ning in the last protest was poor.
He termed it the reason to return
in the way. The decision was made
in a meeting of the PTI parliamen-
tary party in Peshawar. Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur chaired the meeting.

Continued on Page 06
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Chinese
delegation
visits
Takht Bhai
archaeological
site
MARDAN :An 18-member
Chinese delegation here
on Wednesday visited the
world famous and among
the UNESCO world her-

itage sites, Takht Bhai
archaeological site.

On the directives of
District Police Officer
(DPO) Zahoor Babar
Afridi, DSP Takhtbhai
Circle, Shakeel Khan

received the delegation
and took them to vari-
ous sites amid foolproof
security arrangements.
He told them that the
site was famous due to
its’ historical and cultur-
al importance and every
year several domestic
and foreign tourists vis-
it this site in large num-
bers. The Chinese del-
egation appreciated the
security arrangements
of Mardan Police and ex-
pressed their satisfaction
over it. Meanwhile, the
officials of Directorate
of Archaeology gave a de-
tailed briefing to the del-
egation on the historical
significance of archaeol-
ogy. The delegation was
informed that now, Takht
Bahi ruins became a part
of world heritage list and
considered one of most
well-structured Bud-
dhist monasteries. The
visiting delegation took
keen interest in histori-
cal sites and called Paki-
stan a very beautiful and
peaceful country. While
touring the historic site,
they praised the security
measures and said that
they felt completely safe
and in a pleasant environ-
ment.—APP

Malaysian
PM’s visit
to Pakistan
boosts
bilateral

trade

LAHORE: SAARC Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry former President
Iftikhar Ali Malik has
said that Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s
three-day visit to Pakistan
marks a significant step in
strengthening the existing
bilateral trade relations
between the two nations. In
a statement issued here on
Wednesday, popular octoge-
narian trade leader of South
Asia said that current visit
holds substantial potential
for enhancing economic co-
operation, particularly in key
sectors of trade, investment,
energy, agriculture and tech-
nology and activity would
serve as an opportunity to
deepen these relations fur-
ther. He said visit would lead
to the signing of new agree-
ments and memorandum of
understandings (MoUs) aimed
at diversifying trade portfolios
and increasing market access
for two countries. He said
his visit would underscore
the importance of regional
partnerships in overcoming
economic challenges posed
by the global market. En-
hanced cooperation between
Malaysia and Pakistan would
not only strengthen bilateral
trade but also contribute to
broader regional economic
stability and growth, he add-
ed. He said that Malaysia
was a key trading partner for
Pakistan in Southeast Asia,
with a strong presence in
sectors like palm oil, elec-
tronics, and automotive
products. Pakistan, on the
other hand, has growing
exports to Malaysia in
textiles, agriculture, and
services, he added.—APP
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oha in talks with President ICCI Nasir M. Qureshi at Chamber House. Sen-

ior Vice President Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Vice President Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry and Secretary General UBG Zafar Bakhtawari can also be seen.—DNA

Envoys of Tajikistan, Maldives visit
ICCI to congratulate new leadership

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of
Tajikistan, H.E. Yusuf Sharifzoda,
and the High Commissioner of
Maldives, Mohamed Thoha, vis-
ited the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI)
on Wednesday to extend their
congratulations to the newly
elected President, Senior Vice
President, Vice President, and
the executive committee. During
his address, Ambassador Sharifzo-
da emphasized the deep-rooted
ties between Tajikistan and Paki-
stan, underscoring the extensive
potential for trade and invest-
ment that exists between the two
brotherly nations. He highlighted
the mutual benefits that could be
harnessed through enhanced co-
operation, stating that both coun-

tries stand to gain significantly by
leveraging these opportunities for
the welfare of their people. Draw-
ing attention to the longstanding
camaraderie, the Ambassador
likened the two nations to “part
of the same body and soul,” and
remarked on the high demand for
Pakistani products not only in Ta-
jikistan but across Central Asia.
He urged both nations to prior-
itize strengthening and expanding
their existing relationship. Am-
bassador Sharifzoda also provided
an update on the ambitious CASA-
1000 renewable energy infrastruc-
ture project, noting its expected
completion in 2025, which will
foster closer collaboration among
the stakeholders. Additionally, he
extended an invitation to the Pa-
kistani business community, par-
ticularly ICCI members, to partic-
ipate in the upcoming exhibition

in Dushanbe on October 24. High
Commissioner Mohamed Thoha
of Maldives, while expressing
the close brotherly ties be-
tween Pakistan and the Mal-
dives, emphasized the wealth
of investment opportunities in
his country despite its smaller
size. He encouraged Pakistani
entrepreneurs to explore these
opportunities and to enhance
trade relations for mutual ben-
efit. Highlighting the poten-
tial for importing high-quality
Maldivian tuna at competitive
rates, he suggested Pakistani
businesses could reciprocate
by exporting vegetables and
fruits to the Maldives, further
enhancing trade between the
two nations. In his welcom-
ing remarks, Nasir Mansoor
Qureshi, President of ICCI, ex-
pressed his heartfelt gratitude

to the distinguished guests for
their visit and their good wish-
es for the newly elected lead-
ership. Introducing his team,
President Qureshi assured the
envoys of ICCI’'s commitment
to further elevate trade rela-
tions with both nations to new
heights, fostering economic
growth on both sides. He also
reaffirmed ICCI’s dedication
to building bridges with cham-
bers of commerce in friendly
countries, facilitating ease of
business. Former President of
FPCCI, Zubair Ahmed Malik,
highlighted the immense in-
vestment potential on all fronts
and stressed the need for its ef-
fective realization, while Zafar
Bakhtawari, Secretary General
of the United Business Group,
emphasized the importance of
enhancing air connectivity to

strengthen bilateral ties. Bakht-
awari noted that the strong bond
between Pakistan, Tajikistan,
and the Maldives is reflected in
the shared sentiments and mu-
tual goodwill among the three
nations. In his vote of thanks,
Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Senior
Vice President of ICCI, reiterat-
ed that numerous opportunities
exist to further enhance rela-
tions among the three countries.
The gathering was also attend-
ed by ICCI Vice President Nasir
Mehmood Chaudhry, executive
members Tahir Ayub, Ch. Irfan,
Ch. Waseem, Malik Abdul Aziz,
Fatima Azeem, Shumaila Sid-
diqui, Malik Mohsin Khalid, Ma-
lik Aqeel, Kaleemullah, Umer
Hayat Abbasi, Ishaq Sial, Malik
Najeehullah, along with Naeem
Siddiqui, Khalid Chaudhry, and
Abbas Hashmi.

Punjah CM
stresses
peace,
tolerance
for social
uplift

DNA

LAHORE :Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has stressed peace
and tolerance for develop-
ment and welfare of soci-
ety.

She said genuine progress
could only be attained
through a commitment to
understanding and harmo-
ny, rather than through
force or violence.

In her message on Inter-
national Day of Non-Vi-
olence being celebrated
on Wednesday, she con-

demned violence and
extremism, saying: “All
forms of violence and

extremism are condemn-
able”, emphasising that
the path of non-violence
was the only guarantee
of true success. The CM
clarified that violence
was not a solution to any
problem; rather, it exac-
erbates the situation. She
expressed that the philos-
ophy of non-violence is the
greatest philosophy of hu-
manity, asserting that it is
essential for progress and
stability. The CM called for
the promotion of a culture
of dialogue to resolve mutu-
al differences, stating that
the Punjab government is
always ready to deal with
those who spread violence.
CM Maryam Nawaz ex-
pressed her commitment
to building a Punjab where
everyone has the right to
live in peace and where the
rule of law prevails. She
stressed the need to pro-
mote the message of non-vi-
olence against violence,
extremism, and hatred, and
urged, “Let us dedicate all
our efforts to a peaceful
Pakistan.”

President directs CAA to appoint
deceased employee’s son

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari has directed the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) to process the appoint-
ment of a deceased employee’s son in accordance with the law within a month. As per details, Faheem Ahmed (the com-
plainant) had complained against the PCAA for his non-appointment against the deceased employees’ quota, according to
a President House press release. The complainant stated that his father was an employee of PCAA, who had died in the
year 1999 during service due to cancer. He said as he was a minor at the time, he could not apply for appointment against
the deceased employees’ quota. He said that when he applied for a job, his request was turned down without any justifi-
cation. He approached PCAA for the redressal of his grievance but to no avail. Feeling aggrieved, he approached the
Wafaqi Mohtasib for the resolution of his complaint. The Mohtasib decided that the complainant had failed to make
out any case of maladministration against PCAA as the Family Assistance Package was not applicable at the time of
his application. The complainant then filed a representation with the president against the orders of the Mohtasib.
In his decision, the president observed that the complainant’s father expired in 1999 during service and at that time
the petitioner was only six years of age. He noted that the petitioner applied for appointment, after coming of age,
under the policy of 2005, according to which the son of a deceased employee was to be considered for appointment
in the same department without undergoing the formality of advertisement. —APP
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BAD: Renowned Islamic Scholar Dr. Zakir Naik calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. —- DNA
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‘Pakistan Economy Dashboard’ provides
easy access to socioeconomic data

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Finance and Rev-
enue, Ali Pervaiz Malik
said that ‘Pakistan Econ-
omy Dashboard’ is huge
initiative in the direction of
making the socio-econom-
ic data easily accessible
to everyone. The launch
of the Pakistan Economy
Dashboard represents a
major leap forward in our
mission to modernize the
dissemination of economic
information, he said while
addressing the launching
ceremony of ‘Pakistan
Economy Dashboard’ here
Wednesday. “I would like to
acknowledge the hard work
and dedication of Dr. Imtiaz
Ahmed, Economic Adviser
at the Finance Division, and
his team, whose relentless
efforts have successfully
brought this initiative to
fruition,” he said. He ap-

said.

He said that in the recent
past, the Economic Adviser’s
Wing has been publishing
economic forecasts through
Monthly Economic Update
and Outlook report.

The state minister said
that these forecasts were
produced through a macro
forecasting model developed
in the Finance Division and
these forecasts were benefi-
cial for various segments of
the economy such as busi-
nesses, banks, multilateral
institutions and provincial
governments in the country.
Looking ahead, the potential
for this platform is immense.
The government continues
to expand its capabilities,
we envision a future where
the Pakistan Economy Dash-
board evolves into a central
hub for all economic activ-
ities in the country.—APP

he said. The Finance Divi-
sion, Government of Paki-
stan has been striving to
enhance transparency of fis-
cal and budgetary initiatives
and in this regard, many im-
portant documents are now
made available to everyone
on Finance Division’s web-
site. “We have been regularly
sharing the budgetary doc-
uments and Economic Sur-
vey of Pakistan every year.”
In addition, information is
made available on budget
execution through the fis-
cal operations data which is
updated on quarterly basis.
The Finance Division also
disseminates information on
various aspects of fiscal poli-
cy through publication of var-
ious reports on its website;
Public Debt Bulletin, Medi-
um Term Debt Management
Strategy and Medium-Term
Budget Strategy Paper, he

preciated the appreciation
to the EU-funded PFM-II
Programme for providing
technical assistance to the
Finance Division in these
crucial areas. In today’s
rapidly evolving  global
economy, access to accu-
rate and timely economic
data is more critical than
ever, he said.

Ali Pervaiz Malik said this
portal has been designed to
be a userfriendly resource,
providing all stakehold-
ers—whether policymakers,
researchers, investors, or
citizens—with the data they
need to make informed
decisions. “We stand on
the cusp of a new era in
economic management,
the integration of technol-
ogy into governance has
never been more crucial.”
He said the Pakistan Econ-
omy Dashboard is not just

a tool; it symbolizes our
commitment to harnessing
the power of technology
to make governance more
transparent, efficient, and
responsive. By adopting
such innovative platforms,
we are setting a prece-
dent for how data-driven
governance can drive real,
impactful change in our
country, he said. He said
that this initiative marked
a significant milestone in
our ongoing efforts to pro-
mote transparency and en-
hance the accessibility of
economic data, particularly
for academia and research
institutions. On the other
hand, the internal section
of this portal will empower
the Finance Division with
real-time access to econom-
ic data and outlook, thereby
strengthening the evidence
base for our policymaking,

MoU signed to synergize efforts
towards developing micro, SMEs

PESHAWAR :In order to
continue its journey of
evolution, Krafters signs
an MoU with Handicrafts
Association of Pakistan to
synergize efforts towards
development of Micro, Small
& Medium enterprises and
home based workers.

Under the MoU both the or-
ganizations will endeavor to
undertake projects and activ-
ities together with particular
focus on digital financial inclu-
sion, enterprise development
and youth empowerment.
Krafters is an ecommerce
platform with a developed net-
work of over 9000 artisans and
is striving to revive and sustain
craft tradition and to empower
artisans to live a life of respect.
As part of its App based initi-
ative for digital financial inclu-

sion of home based workers
and SMEs under Pakistan
Innovation Fund (PIF) initia-
tive, Krafters also arranged a
session on “Digital Financial
Inclusion” at TMA Haripur
for women led enterpris-
es of District Haripur. The
session, organized in col-
laboration with JazzCash,
focused on the importance
of digital financial inclusion,
onboarding and its effects
towards fostering economic
growth, reducing poverty,
and empowering individuals.
JazzCash team from Islama-
bad undertook a session on
need of digital onboarding
to the participants followed
by registration of women
led enterprises for jazz cash
accounts enabling them to-
wards financial economic

empowerment. “Digital
financial inclusion plays a
significant role in empower-
ing women-led businesses,
particularly in developing
regions, where traditional
financial systems often mar-
ginalize women entrepre-
neurs,” observed Syed Zahid
Ali Shah, CEO Krafters while
speaking at the training ses-
sion. Krafters in partnership
with JazzCash & Government
Technical Teachers Training
College (GTTTC) Peshawar
also held a session about
“Digital Financial Inclusion”
for women led enterprises on
GTTTC, Hayatabad Peshawar.
The event besides creating
awareness on digital financial
inclusion also involved on-board-
ing of women entrepreneurs
on hashtag.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day
Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day
Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmenistan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech Republic
National Day

Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
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Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20
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Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
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Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666
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Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Ethiopia, Pak discuss promotion

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The

tions of youth leaders.

The discussion to this end took
place during a meeting between
H.E. Dr. Jemal Beker Abdula,
Special Envoy, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the FDR Ethiopia to Pakistan
and H.E. Rana Mashhood Ahmed
Khan, Chairman of the Prime
Minister of Pakistan’s Youth Pro-
gramme. Both sides discussed
matters of mutual interest includ-
ing bilateral collaboration to em-
power youth of both the countries,
mainly by imparting trainings,
education and skills in modern

Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
(FDRE) and the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan on Wednesday dis-
cussed potential areas to further
promote people-to-people rela-
tions between the two countries,
especially by exchanging delega-

technologies. H.E. Ambassador

Dr. Jemal Beker said both the
countries have young population
which needed to be equipped
with modern technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain
and others to build the effective

workforce which would eventually
increase productivity for achiev-
ing faster economic growth. He
said Ethiopia and Pakistan, both
could learn from each other expe-
riences and share best practices

T

A

to empower the youth in both the
countries. The Ambassador in-
formed the Chairman Youth Pro-
gramme about the home-grown
economic reforms 2.0 which was
undertaken by the Government

has

of the FDR Ethiopia following
the success of its first phase that
corrected macroeconomic
imbalances, increased Ethiopia’s
productivity and attracted the for-
eign direct investment. There is

of people-to-people contacts

a huge potential in Africa for the
IT services, the Ambassador said,
while urging the Pakistani entre-
preneurs to participate in the Sin-
gle Country Exhibition being held
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in Janu-
ary 2025. The Ambassador said
Ethiopia has been playing key
role in the Look Africa and En-
gage Africa policy of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan especially by
launching the Ethiopian Airlines
operations in Karachi which has
given a major boost to the peo-
ple-to-people and business-to-busi-
ness relations between the two
countries. The Chairman of the
Youth Programme acknowledged
the Ethiopian Airlines’ role in
connecting Pakistan with the Afri-
can continent of more than 1.4 bil-
lion people. H.E. Rana Mashhood
said he is deeply impressed by
the socio-economic development
in Ethiopia under the leadership
of H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Prime
Minister of the FDR Ethiopia. He
said the Government of the Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan is looking
forward to strengthen bilateral
relations with the FDR Ethiopia,
and would like to collaborate with
Ethiopia for empowering youth of
both the countries.

Pakistan needs tapping resources to
gain opportunities amid Saudi rise

DNA
ISLAMABAD:Senior jour-
nalist and film-maker,

Amna Khaishgi Wednesday
said Pakistan is in need
of tapping its immense
resource-bases at home
and abroad, and it has to
gradually adjust to the re-
alities and opportunities
that Saudi Arabia has for it
amid the latter’s rise in the
region as a key player. She
was addressing the Distin-
guished Lecture Series at
Islamabad Policy Research
Institute (IPRI), on the
topic titled, “The MBS Ef-
fect: Transforming South
Asia’s Geodynamics”, a
news release said. Khaish-

gi eulogised Muhammad
Bin Salman, Crown Prince
and Prime Minister of the
Kingdom, and opined that
he is out to influence the
region and the world with
his pragmatic and far-sight-
ed policies. She recalled
the rise of MBS and point-
ed out as to how astutely
and courageously he has
impacted on the domestic
mosaic of a conservative
society, and made inroads
in the region and beyond.
She said that staying away
from Abraham Accord, as
the UAE and other Gulf
States recognised the Jew-
ish State, was a master-
stroke of his diplomacy, and
goes on to hint that he has
a bigger plan for the region
which might see the resolu-
tion of Palestinian dispute.

Amna Khaishgi elucidated
as to how India and Saudi
Arabia are emerging as
the strategic partners, and
how Riyadh sees its ties
with China in the long run.
She stressed that unfor-
tunately Pakistan has not
been able to cajole its pri-
orities with the Kingdom,
and the latter too does not
see it more important than
a country sending in mil-
lions of people for religious
tourism. She was sceptical
of Pakistan’s diplomatic ef-
forts and lobbying in Saudi
Arabia, and stressed for
a better deal to keep in
relevance with changing
geo-economic realities.
She said that the troika of
China and India for Saudi
Arabia is Muhammad Bin
Salman’s brainchild, and he

has greater plans of amal-
gamation and cooperation.
This, she said, makes the
US a secondary power in
the region. She also point-
ed out that Iran and Saudi
Arabia are moving towards
rapprochement, and could
turn the tables in the re-
gion by emerging as a great
Muslim bloc. She called
on Pakistan to watch its
steps and reorder its pri-
orities by befriending the
great leadership of MBS.
President IPRI Dr Amb.
Raza Muhammad laid out
the salient features of Pa-
kistan-Saudi Arabia rela-
tionship, and termed it as
multi-dimensional. He said
both are linked in a cobweb
of religion, economic and
enjoy greater confidence in
strategic muscles too.

Workshop on cybersecurity
landscape in OIC countries

ISLAMABAD :The OIC-COMSTECH and Huawei Technologies will jointly hold an international workshop on the “Cy-
bersecurity Landscape in OIC Countries: Issues and Prospects” in Islamabad from December 16-18, in hybrid mode.
Cybersecurity has become a crucial component for the stability and security of nations in an era of rapid digital trans-
formation. With increasing reliance on digital infrastructure, OIC countries face unique challenges in protecting their
data, networks, and critical systems from cyber threats. According to COMSTECH, the workshop is aimed at providing
a platform for stakeholders from OIC Member States, including experts, policymakers, and industry leaders, to discuss
current cybersecurity challenges, share best practices, and develop strategies for mitigating risks and fostering collabora-
tion. Through expert-led discussions, participants will explore opportunities to build resilient cybersecurity frameworks
that adapt to the evolving threat landscape, ultimately strengthening the collective cybersecurity posture of OIC countries
and ensuring a safer digital future. The topics to be covered during the workshop include Introduction to Cybersecurity,
Cybersecurity Landscape in OIC Member States, Cyber Threat Landscape and Defense Mechanisms, Cybersecurity
Policies, Regulations, and Infrastructure Protection, Cybersecurity in Government, Academia, and Industry, Emerging
Technologies, Data Privacy, and Workforce Development and Specialized Cybersecurity Areas and Practical Implemen-
tation. This workshop offers an ideal opportunity for cybersecurity professionals, policymakers, researchers, industry
leaders, startups, academicians, students, and representatives from international organizations to collaborate and learn
from each other. The applicants registering to attend the workshop must be relevant to the field of cybersecurity.—APP

Police conduct grand
search,combing

operation

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Capital  Territory  (ICT)
Police conducted a grand
search and combing opera-
tion in various areas across
the district, involving a heavy
contingent of police under

the supervision of Zonal
Superintendents of Police
(SPs). Under the special
directions of Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) Police Syed Ali Na-
sir Rizvi, the ICT Police has
intensified its crackdown on

criminal elements to elimi-
nate crime from the city, a
police spokesman told APP
on Wednesday. In this regard,
the Lady Police Force also
participated in the operation.
Before the operation, Zonal
SPs briefed the personnel
on the mission’s objectives.
He said during the operation,
police checked 1,440 suspi-
cious individuals, along with
734 households, hotels, and
motels. The search led to the
arrest of seven criminal ele-
ments.—APP

Naqvi reviews preparations
of SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi chaired a high-level
meeting at the Ministry
of Interior regarding the
preparations of upcoming
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) Summit.
The meeting was attended
by top officials, including
the Federal Secretary Inte-
rior, Additional Secretaries,
Chief Commissioner Islam-
abad, IG Police Islamabad,
Deputy Commissioner Is-
lamabad, Deputy Comman-
dant FC, Sector Command-
er Pakistan Rangers, and
representatives from secu-
rity agencies. During the
meeting, security arrange-
ments for the SCO Summit
were reviewed in detail.
The Interior Minister ap-
proved a comprehensive
plan to ensure foolproof
security during the sum-

mit. He emphasized the
significance of hosting the
SCO Summit in Pakistan,
stating that several heads
of state will attend. He called
it an honor for the entire
nation. He stated that spe-
cial arrangements for beau-
tification and cleanliness of
Islamabad will be made on
the occasion of the SCO
Conference. The Interior
Minister stated that i order
to ensure foolproof secu-
rity, additional personnel
from Pakistan Army, Rang-
ers, FC, and Punjab Police
will be deployed. He under-
scored that all relevant de-
partments should play their
assigned role with mutual
cooperation. He added that
we all have to ensure the
peaceful and successful con-
duct of this summit through
through mutual cooperation.
Earlier,:Federal Minister

for Interior Mohsin Naqvi
on Wednesday appreciated
the security forces for their
successful intelligence-based
operation against the banned
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA) in Harnai. The Interi-
or Minister commended se-
curity forces on neutralizing
six terrorists, foiling their
nefarious plans. He lauded
the forces’ timely action and
saluted their bravery. He
stated that the nation takes
pride in the professional ca-
pabilities of security forces.
He emphasized that terrorists
and their facilitators were the
burden and would be eliminat-
ed with public support. The
Interior Minister reassured
that the entire nation was
standing with security forces
in crushing terrorism and
would go to great lengths
to establish peace in Ba-
lochistan.—APP

PTI's
agitative
politics to
cost dearly
to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: PTI
founding member Akbar
S. Babar on Wednes-
day said that Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI)
resorted to politics of
commotion and anarchy
adding that such agita-
tive politics would cost
dearly to Pakistan. Talk-
ing to journalists outside
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) here,
he said that establishing
the writ of the State was
the prime responsibility
of the government. He
said that PTI staged a
fake drama on March 3
to hold the intra-party
election. He said that he
had challenged the PTI
intra-party elections in
ECP on March 5. Bar-
rister Gohar was the
self-proclaimed chairman
of PTI, he added. Ba-
bar said that there was
a complete fiefdom in
PTI and everyone was
engaged in a power
struggle. He alleged
that Adiyala Jail looked
like a camp office of
PTI adding that Im-
ran Khan was enjoying
every facility inside the
jail. Whether the other
prisoners also have the
same facilities inside the
jail, he questioned.—APP

Pak, Denmark

sign MOU for

restructuring
Maritime sector

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser
Ahmed Shaikh on Wednesday signed the memorandum
of understanding (MOU) on the behalf of Pakistani
government and Denmark’s Minister for Industry,
Business and Financial Affairs Morten Bodskov from
the Danish government. Denmark’s Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Jacob Linulf presented the signed document of
Danish Minister in this ceremony, said a press release.
After this MOU, Maersk (Danish Shipping Company)
was ready to invest almost two billion dollars in Paki-
stan’s maritime sector. Minister for Finance Moham-
mad Aurangzeb, Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal,
Minister for Industries Rana Tanveer, Additional Secre-
tary Maritime Affairs Umar Zafar Sheikh and Secretary
SIFC Jameel Qureshi were also present in this MOU
signing ceremony. On this occasion, Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh said that we are extremely thankful to the Gov-
ernment of Denmark on this remarkable breakthrough
in maritime sector. He further added that as results of
this memorandum ministry could integrated logistics
hubs in all ports, establish deep water container termi-
nal in Karachi, create International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) and European Union (EU)-compliant ship
recycling facilities in Gaddani, assist Pakistan Marine
Academy to upgrade curriculum and equipment, and
provide continuous technical and training assistance to
Pakistani ports. The minister said that Maersk has the
highest market share of 20 percent for containerized
imports and exports in Pakistan. Apart from that, the
global market capital of this company is around 175
billion Danish Krone. He further said that Ministry
of Maritime Affairs and Denmark’s Government was
continuously working from last six months to reach
at fruitful conclusion. The Danish Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Jakob Linulf also thanked the Government of
Pakistan and Minister for Maritime Affairs on this pro-
gress. Both sides were willing to strengthen ties for the
growth of maritime sector.—DNA

Prohibition of
gatherings

Section 144,
Peaceful
Assembly Act
enforced in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
authorities have enforced
Section 144 and the Peace-
ful Assembly Act across
the capital, prohibiting
gatherings and proces-
sions in restricted areas
as part of tightened secu-
rity measures. According
to a police statement, the
high-security zone, red
zone, and surrounding
areas have been desig-
nated as restricted, with
strict enforcement of the
law. He said that the ICT
Police are committed to
safeguarding the lives and
property of citizens. He
said anyone involved in il-
legal activities will be held
accountable. He said that
citizens are requested not
to engage in any unlawful
gatherings. He further
stated that legal action
will be taken against those
who attempt to disturb
peace and order. Citizens
are advised to report any
emergencies by dialing
15.—-APP

Innovative
technologies
pivotal for
enhancing
trade: Ayaz

ISLAMABAD: Speaker
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq Wednesday said
that Pakistan can achieve
higher business standards
by adopting new technolo-
gies and upgrading modern
equipment. He emphasized
that embracing innovative
technologies would create
opportunities for growth in
trade and business. “So-
cio-economic stability is
closely linked to encourag-
ing investment and trade
opportunities, “ he added
He expressed these views
while inaugurating a new
Grain Storage Silo in Rawal-
pindi. MNA Isphanyar M.
Bhandara was also pres-
ent on the occasion. The
Speaker also commended
the Pakistani business
community for adopting
modern technology for pro-
moting industries and busi-
nesses within the country.
Ayaz Sadiq also said that
the National Assembly has
been working to create a
conducive environment for
businesses through posi-
tive legislation, fostering
further opportunities for
growth.—APP
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Briefs

RAWALPINDI: Police
have arrested five ille-
gal arms holders and
recovered arms and
ammunition from their
possessions  during a
crackdown. According to
police spokesman, Bani,
New Town, Naseerabad,
R.A.Bazar and Saddar
Wah police rounded up
five illegal weapon hold-
ers namely Ethesham,
Rizwan, Qasim, Ahsan
Abbas and Zubair and re-
covered five 30 bore pis-
tols and ammunition from
their possessions. Police
have registered separate
cases against the accused
and further investigation
was in progress. Divi-
sional  Superintendents
of Police commended po-
lice teams and instruct-
ed to take strict action
against those carrying
illegal weapons.—APP

Dastgir vows
to address
concerns of

all parties

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) senior leader
Khurram Dastgir has
promised to make chang-
es to the country’s con-
stitution in agreement
with all political parties
and concerns of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (F) leader
Mulana Fazal ur Rehman
will be addressed as a
top priority By engaging
with all stakeholders and
addressing their reserva-
tions, the PML-N leader
aims to create a more in-
clusive and collaborative
political environment, he
said while talking to pri-
vate news channel. Khur-
ram highlights the impor-
tance of Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s involvement in
the constitutional amend-
ment process, adding, his
ability to bring changes
to the amendments will
likely contribute to a
more unified approach,
fostering  collaboration
and consensus among po-
litical parties. Khurram
emphasized the pivotal
role of Nawaz Sharif and
Shahbaz Sharif in shap-
ing Pakistan’s national
affairs, asserting that
their wise decision-mak-
ing will contribute to the
country’s betterment.
He highlighted their ex-
tensive experience in
governance, citing Nawaz
Sharif’s three terms as
Prime Minister and Shah-
baz Sharif’s tenure as
Chief Minister of Pun-
jab. Khurram noted that
Shahbaz Sharif’s leader-
ship as Chief Minister of
Punjab from 2008-2018
was marked by notable
development projects,
improved education
and anti-corruption ef-
forts.—APP

Pakistani
delegation to
attend int’l
conference

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani
delegation will attend the
International Conference
on ‘Productivity Gain
sharing for Rural Devel-
opment’ in Laos People’s
Democratic Republic
(LPDR) from October 2
to 3, 2024. The event
brings together global
experts to discuss in-
novative strategies for
fostering rural develop-
ment through produc-
tivity gain sharing, said
a NPO news release
here on Wednesday. A
10 member’s Pakistani
delegation, composed
of professionals from di-
verse fields, is expected
to make significant con-
tributions to the discus-
sions. Pakistan’s team,
comprising National
Productivity Organi-
zation (NPO) and aca-
demic  representatives,
will share insights on
integrating public sector
strategies, expertise, and
sustainability efforts. The
conference focuses on
productivity gain shar-
ing techniques, , particu-
larly in rural sectors,
aimed at improving liv-
ing standards, ensuring
economic stability, and

fostering sustainable
development. This par-
ticipation  underscores
Pakistan’s commitment

to advancing rural de-
velopment in line with
global best practices.
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ISLAMABAD: Managing Director Pakistan Baitul Maal Zamurrad Khan presenting a shield to religious scholar Dr. Zakir Naik during a function held
at the Islamabad Serena Hotel.— DNA

Dr. Faisal calls for awareness
campaigns to curb Malaria

Preventing mosquito bites is the most effective way to avoid contracting Chikungunya, Dengue,
and Malaria, adding, wearing protective clothing, applying insect repellents and ensuring windows and
doors have proper screens to keep mosquitoes out

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: With the number
of Chikungunya, Dengue and Ma-
laria cases escalating, Dr. Faisal
Mehmood a leading health special-
ist, emphasized the critical role of
public education and mosquito
control measures in mitigating
the threat posed by these viral dis-
eases. to a Private news channel,
Dr. Faisal Mehmood stressed that
early detection is crucial in man-
aging mosquito-borne diseases.
Dr. Mehmood advises individuals
to seek medical attention immedi-
ately if they experience symptoms

such as fever, joint pain, or rashes
after a mosquito bite.

He said preventing mosquito bites
is the most effective way to avoid
contracting Chikungunya, Den-
gue, and Malaria, adding, wear-
ing protective clothing, applying
insect repellents and ensuring
windows and doors have proper
screens to keep mosquitoes out.
Dr. Mehmood stresses the im-
portance of eliminating mosquito
breeding sites around homes and
communities. He advises regular-
ly checking and removing stand-
ing water from flowerpots, tires
and other containers as these are
prime breeding areas for mosqui-

toes. Dr. Mehmood advocates for
community-led initiatives, public
education campaigns and inter-
sectoral collaboration to promote
preventive measures and encour-
age community participation.
Responding a query, he said both
Dengue and Chikungunya are
mosquito-borne diseases, they
have distinct clinical presenta-
tions and epidemiological charac-
teristics. “Understanding these
differences is crucial for accurate
diagnosis and effective manage-
ment,” he added. “Chikungunya
is characterized by sudden onset
of fever, debilitating joint pain and
swelling, headache, and rash. Dr.

Mehmood said the joint pain can
persist for months or even years,
earning it the nickname ‘break-
bone fever’, he highlighted.

“The main differences between
Dengue and Chikungunya lie in
their clinical manifestations,” Dr.
Mehmood highlighted.

“Dengue typically presents with
severe bleeding manifestations,
while Chikungunya is character-
ized by persistent joint pain,”
he added. “Diagnosing these
diseases can be challenging due
to overlapping symptoms,” Dr.
Mehmood cautioned. “Accurate
diagnosis requires laboratory
confirmation through molecular

tests or serology.” “While there
is no specific treatment for Den-
gue or Chikungunya, supportive
care and symptom management
are crucial,” Dr. Mehmood
emphasized. “Rest, hydration,
and pain management are es-
sential for alleviating symp-
toms and preventing compli-
cations.” “Prevention remains
the cornerstone of controlling
these diseases,” Dr. Mehmood
stressed. “Vector control
measures, public awareness
and personal protective equip-
ment are essential in reducing
the transmission of Dengue and
Chikungunya,” he added.

PSS comes in action
at Gwadar Port

With an estimated cost of Rs 3,325.6 million, the
Gwadar Safe City Project is being executed by the
Ministry of Homes and Tribal Affairs in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Science and Technology
under the Government of Balochistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD : In a major
development, the Perimet-
ric Security System (PSS),
with the installation of 675
high-tech security camer-
as, has been put into full
operation in the jurisdic-
tion of the Gwadar Port
area. With this significant
move, the Perimetric Se-
curity System, costing
Rs 252.350 million, has
instilled a sense of height-
ened security coverage
for Gwadar Port, allied
infrastructures, buildings
of Gwadar Port Authority
(GPA), Gwadar Free Zone
South, and Gwadar Free
Zone North. According to
a Gwadar Pro’s report, the
PSS is a built-in multipur-
pose system that detects
threats, performs surveil-
lance, and analyzes attack

patterns, installed with
the objective of ensuring
a safe and secure environ-
ment in Gwadar Port and
the adjoining Free Zone.
Chairman GPA Passand
Khan said that after the
installation of the modern
security system, the entry
and exit of goods and ser-
vices have been facilitated.
PA Maulana Hidayat-ur-Re-
hman Baloch appreciated
this noble initiative and
further invited domestic
and foreign investors to
invest in Gwadar, applaud-
ing the efforts of the port
operator in ensuring the
security of Gwadar Port.
Jahangir Sabir, a local trav-
el agent in Gwadar, said
that the security system is
the need of the hour, keep-
ing in view Gwadar’s eco-
nomic output. The PSS
is an insurance policy for
upcoming development,

the tourism industry, ho-
tel industry, recreational
sites, and large shopping
plazas,” he added. Mean-
while, the Government
of Balochistan is also
working on the Gwadar
Safe City Project. Phase
I of the project has seen
substantial progress with
the establishment of the
Project Management
Unit (PMU) and the sub-
mission of technical and
financial feasibility re-
ports, in compliance with
the Gwadar Smart Port
City Master Plan 2025.
With an estimated cost
of Rs 3,325.6 million, the
Gwadar Safe City Project
is being executed by the
Ministry of Homes and
Tribal Affairs in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Science and Technology
under the Government of
Balochistan.

Ahsan assures
bright economic
future for Pakistan

“Collective wisdom and collaborative effort are
key to unlocking Pakistan’s true potential for
progress,” he added

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister Ahsan Igbal reas-
sured that the government
is dedicated to addressing
structural bottlenecks,
leveraging reforms in ed-
ucation, healthcare, and
development projects to
catalyze Pakistan’s tran-
sition into a robust, ex-
port-driven economy. Min-
ister talking to the PTV
news channel expressed
confidence in the party’s
ability to secure a brighter
economic future for Paki-
stan. Ahsan Igbal re-
affirmed the government’s
unwavering commitment

to steer Pakistan out of
its economic challenges,
pledging to implement
transformative structural
reforms and provide vital
facilities to empower the
nation’s citizens, thereby
fostering a resilient, diver-
sified, and inclusive econo-
my that drives growth, sta-
bility and improved living
standards for all. The min-
ister emphasized the need
for accessible, high-quality
education and vocation-
al training, enabling the
youth to develop into a
highly skilled workforce.
Minister Ahsan Igbal also

appealed to the nation to
unite in supporting the

government’s  economic
agenda through timely
tax payments. “Collective

wisdom and collaborative
effort are key to unlocking

Pakistan’s true potential for
progress,” he added.

He further said instead of
criticizing each other, let
us converge on our targets.
Responding to a question,
he said by focusing on the
welfare of the common
man, political parties can
restore public trust and
demonstrate their commit-
ment to democratic values.

RCCI newly elected
body sworn in

RAWALPINDI: The oath-taking ceremony of the newly elected office bearers and executive
members of the Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) for the term 2024-
2026 was held at a local hotel in which the newly elected body took oath of office. Usman
Shaukat was sworn in as the President of RCCI, Khalid Farooq Qazi assumed office as the Sen-
ior Vice President and Fahad Barlas was appointed as the Vice President. The oath was admin-
istered by Sohail Altaf, who congratulated the newly elected officials and executive members on
their successful election. Sohail Altaf, Group Leader of RCCI, appreciated the commendable
efforts of the outgoing team and extended a warm welcome to the newly elected members.
He emphasized the critical role the Chamber plays in supporting the business community and
expressed confidence in the new leadership’s ability to take RCCI to greater heights.—APP

ISLAMABAD: HEC’s Na-
tional Academy of Higher
Education (NAHE) has
organized a Professional
Development Program enti-
tled “The 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People” in collab-
oration with FranklinCovey
which is the world leader
in helping organizations
achieve results that require
lasting changes in human
behavior, often the most
difficult challenge any or-
ganization faces.

to the HEC, a group of 20
deputy directors from differ-
ent HEC divisions attended
the day-long programme,
aimed to enhance their
skills and knowledge. Nabi-
la Kamrani of the Franklin
Covey was the resource per-
son who elaborated the ef-
fectiveness of these habits
for personal and profession-
al development. Mr. Su-
laiman Ahmad, NAHE was
the chief guest in the clos-
ing ceremony. He said that
NAHE has planned various
customized trainings for all
HEC employees. He hoped
that the program will help
HEC officers in carrying
out their responsibilities in
a more effective manner.
He thanked the resource
person for chalking out and
delivering a customized pro-
gram for the participants.
It is worth mentioning here
that Franklin Covey based
in Salt Lake City, Utah, is
a coaching company which
provides training and as-
sessment services in the ar-
eas of leadership, individual
effectiveness, and business
execution for organizations
and individuals. —APP

Rana for
stern action
against PTT’s
tactics

ISLAMABAD :Rana Sanaul-
lah, a key Advisor to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and prominent PML-N lead-
er Wednesday condemning
PTI’'s undemocratic tactics
said action would be taken
against those seeking to
unleash chaos, intolerance
and violence to disrupt the
nation’s peace. Talking to
a Private news channel, he
warned that the government
is committed to maintaining
law and order and will not
hesitate to take strict action
against PTI's attempts to
create chaos and anarchy.
He emphasized that PTI’s
undemocratic tactics will not
be tolerated and that the gov-
ernment will ensure the na-
tion’s peace and stability are
upheld. Rana Sanaullah has
strongly criticized Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for its
undemocratic attitude, stat-
ing that they are unwilling
to engage.—APP
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Unlocking AI’s potential

IKE the steam engine and electricity, artificial intelligence (Al) is a trans-

formative, foundational technology. If developed to its full potential, Al can

create opportunities for people around the world, enable businesses small
and large, power economic growth, advance science and help humanity make sig-
nificant strides towards achieving the United Nations sustainable development
goals. But realising Al’s potential requires addressing the risks, complexities and
inequities that limit access to its benefits. First, we must rethink our approaches
to global cooperation and governance. Too many countries are left out of key
policy discussions. As we show in a new report, a sample of major non-UN inter-
national Al governance efforts found that only seven countries have participated
in every one, while 118 countries — primarily in the Global South - have not been
included. The international community can and must do better. Over the past
year, we have co-chaired the UN secretary general’s high-level advisory body on
Al, a group of 39 individuals from government, civil society, the private sector
and academia representing a wide range of regions, genders, age groups and dis-
ciplines. We developed a set of principles and recommendations for international
Al governance, aiming to ensure the technology serves the public interest by
grounding it in human rights and international law. To engage diverse perspec-
tives and voices, we involved more than 2,000 participants from every region,
consulted more than 1,000 experts, reviewed 250 written submissions and held
more than 100 virtual discussions. We believe this moment presents a unique
opportunity for the international community to lay the foundation to harness the
potential of Al, address key governance shortcomings and capacity gaps in its
development, deployment and use, and enable a more equitable Al ecosystem.
Our report offers seven concrete recommendations for fostering global cooper-
ation, closing governance gaps and creating mechanisms to enable all countries
to benefit from advances in the technology. Al's technical and social trajectory
remains the subject of fierce debate, even among experts. This makes sense,
given Al is in its early stages, with its capabilities, applications and uses evolving
rapidly. But uncertainty should not lead to inaction. Instead, it underscores the
need for guardrails that can evolve with the technology and our understanding
of it. Governance efforts must therefore be rooted in both technical expertise
and global perspectives. With this in mind, our first recommendation is to es-
tablish a truly international scientific panel on Al. This panel would work with
global organisations and initiatives to collect, analyse and promote research,
and publish an annual report on Al-related capabilities, opportunities, risks and
uncertainties. By highlighting areas of agreement and identifying topics that re-
quire further study, the report could enhance transparency and inform policy de-
bates and decision-making. The panel could also conduct focused investigations
into specific issues, such as how Al could be used to discover new materials or
treat neglected diseases. In addition to knowledge-sharing, many countries need
better access to essential Al resources like computational power, inclusive and
representative training data sets, skilled talent and a global data framework.
We recommend establishing a global Al fund to support data sharing, build dig-
ital infrastructure, nurture local Al ecosystems and foster entrepreneurship.
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UN must give middle
powers greater say

S the new 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly

opened last week, its member states faced a dark and gloomy glob-

al context amid the UN’s own waning credibility. When the UN was
set up towards the end of World War II, its key purpose was to prevent global
wars. Its member states were supposed to achieve this through both peaceful
dialogue as well as coercive measures against renegade states. Decades later,
amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and Israel’s war in Gaza, there are concerns
the UN has lost its ability to prevent or even deter states from invading each
other. In the past few days, both wars have escalated and broadened. Last week,
Russian President Vladimir Putin issued a warning that his country would use
nuclear weapons if it was struck by conventional missiles. Meanwhile, fears of
a region-wide war in the Middle East were sparked when an Israeli air strike
killed Hassan Nasrallah, chief of the Iran-backed militia Hezbollah. Amid the
fighting, the UN’s own personnel have also become targets. Last year marked
the deadliest year on record for humanitarian workers worldwide. Since last
October, more than 280 aid workers have been killed in Gaza alone, many of
them staff members of the UN agency helping Palestinian refugees in Gaza
and elsewhere in the Middle East. Similar violence has been directed against
humanitarian workers in Ukraine. Yet despite the mounting casualties, world
powers have been unable to come together to take action. In the aftermath
of the Cold War, US influence often helped cobble together consensus at the
UN Security Council. That era came to an end following the US-led invasions
of Iraq and Afghanistan, which left the leadership of the UN heavily diluted.
Consequently, the use of the veto by members of the Security Council has risen
in the past 10 years as world powers have prioritised their narrow geopoliti-
cal interests over international norms. Between January 2022 and April 2024,
permanent council members used their veto 18 times. For context, the veto
has been used 320 times since the UN’s inception. Emerging middle powers
have added to this complex interplay of narrow national interests. Countries
such as India, Brazil and South Africa have argued for years that multilateral
institutions have failed the world by excluding large parts of Asia, Africa and
Latin America from decision-making. In recent years, cut off from diplomatic ne-
gotiations over global wars, these countries have ended up undermining those
efforts while trying to protect their own narrow interests in a volatile world. In
Ukraine, for instance, middle powers from the Global South have undercut the
West’s efforts to bring Russia to the negotiating table by bypassing sanctions.
India’s imports of oil from Russia have ballooned since the start of the invasion,
and in July it overtook China to become the world’s biggest importer of Rus-
sian oil. South Africa has similarly maintained military and economic ties with
Russia despite an initial condemnation of Moscow’s invasion. In the Middle
East, Washington’s efforts to press Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to strike a deal have been thwarted. This is another sign of diluted leverage.

Middle East dynamics and future of US foreign policy

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Regarding U.S.-Iran
relations, Trump’s approach
1s expected to be more
confrontational, relying on
sanctions and economic
pressure rather than military
force. He has suggested the
possibility of negotiating
with Tehran, but only on
terms favorable to the
U.S. The election of a
reformist president in Iran
may open the door to such
negotiations, although it
remains unclear whether
Iran can endure another
four years of stringent U.S.
sanctions. While Republicans
and Democrats differ in
their methods of addressing
Iran’s nuclear program...

S the U.S. presidential election approaches, the

United States confronts several pressing econom-

ic, social, and political challenges that will criti-
cally shape the outcome of the contest between Kamala
Harris and Donald Trump. Persistent inflation, the wid-
ening wealth inequality, and deeply polarized opinions
on immigration and border policies have emerged as key
domestic concerns influencing the electorate. Beyond
these internal matters, however, the election will also car-
ry significant consequences for U.S. foreign policy. The
predominant foreign policy issue in this election is the
intensifying economic rivalry with China, coupled with
the escalating tensions in the South China Sea, a vital
maritime route through which approximately one-third of
global trade passes. Additional priorities include the on-
going Russia-Ukraine conflict and the Israel-Hamas war,
with its broader regional implications. While the divide
between the Republican and Democratic stances on the
Ukraine war may be irreconcilable, their differences con-
cerning the Middle East, particularly regarding the Gaza
conflict, are relatively minor. Both candidates are expect-
ed to prioritize U.S. strategic interests in the region while
minimizing deep involvement in Middle Eastern affairs.
Five enduring principles guide U.S. policy toward the
Middle East. The first is the unwavering commitment to
Israel’s security and ensuring its military superiority in
the region. This is evident in the advanced military tech-
nologies provided to Israel compared to the comparatively
less sophisticated equipment supplied to other states. The
second principle pertains to safeguarding the flow of oil
through strategic waterways, notably the Straits of Hor-
muz and Bab el-Mandeb, ensuring uninterrupted access to
global markets. U.S. involvement in this area is designed
to counter potential threats from Iran to disrupt naviga-
tion in the Persian Gulf or from Houthi forces to block the
Red Sea. The third principle is the prevention of exter-
nal powers, particularly Russia and China, from exerting
dominance over Middle Eastern political affairs, a prior-
ity well understood by the region’s leadership. Fourth,
the U.S. remains steadfast in its commitment to nuclear
nonproliferation, working to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons. The final guiding principle is the ongoing effort
to combat terrorism, a key aspect of U.S. foreign policy.
Despite these constants, the U.S. has recognized the com-
plexities of Middle Eastern politics and the limitations of
its influence. This understanding stems from the failures
following the 2003 Iraq invasion, where heavy investments
in democratization and reconstruction did not yield the in-
tended outcomes. As a result, U.S. interest in the region
has diminished over time, a trend that began with the Oba-
ma administration’s strategic “pivot to Asia.”
Moreover, the concerns of the American electorate, with
the exception of Arab and Muslim Americans, remain large-
ly disconnected from Middle Eastern issues. While the Gaza

conflict may capture significant media and activist attention,
it does not reflect the priorities of most U.S. voters, who
are more concerned with domestic issues. If Donald Trump
secures the presidency, his foreign policy is expected to
emphasize the “America First” doctrine, characterized by
a preference for signing trade agreements, a reluctance to
engage in military interventions abroad, and a reduction of
international commitments, including to NATO. In the Mid-
dle East, Trump has shown minimal interest in addressing
the ongoing crises in Syria, Iraq, Libya, and Yemen, focusing
instead on domestic challenges. Regarding the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, he has displayed little support for a two-state
solution, preferring instead to pursue quick, often impracti-
cal solutions. A key focus of Trump’s Middle East policy will
likely be normalizing relations between Israel and its neigh-
boring countries, particularly Saudi Arabia. In 2020, Trump
facilitated similar agreements between Israel and several
Gulf states. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman
has expressed willingness to sign a peace treaty with Isra-
el, even without a commitment to the establishment of a
Palestinian state. However, the finalization of such a treaty
may be delayed until after the U.S. election, as both bin
Salman and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
may prefer credit for the deal to go to Trump rather than
to Kamala Harris. Trump might also consider formalizing a
defense treaty with Saudi Arabia to encourage peace with
Israel, though this would face significant challenges, in-
cluding securing the support of two-thirds of the U.S. Sen-
ate. Once an agreement between Israel and Saudi Arabia
is reached, Trump would likely pressure other Gulf states,
such as Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman, to follow suit.

Regarding U.S.Iran relations, Trump’s approach is expect-
ed to be more confrontational, relying on sanctions and eco-
nomic pressure rather than military force. He has suggested
the possibility of negotiating with Tehran, but only on terms
favorable to the U.S. The election of a reformist president
in Iran may open the door to such negotiations, although it
remains unclear whether Iran can endure another four years
of stringent U.S. sanctions. While Republicans and Demo-
crats differ in their methods of addressing Iran’s nuclear
program and regional influence, the core U.S. position re-
mains consistent. Trump’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear
deal in 2018 set the tone for future relations, and although
Joe Biden had promised to restore the agreement, negotia-
tions during his presidency failed to produce results, leaving
Trump-era sanctions in place. On the Democratic side, con-
gressional candidates have generally supported Israel but
have adopted a more nuanced stance, emphasizing human
rights, the plight of Gaza’s civilians, and the need for a two-
state solution. This contrasts with Republican candidates,
who offer unconditional support to Israel, bolstered by the
influence of rightwing Christian groups. The Democratic
base, however, is divided, with younger, non-white voters ex-
pressing more sympathy for the Palestinian cause, while old-

er white voters remain staunchly pro-Israel. Despite growing
criticism of Israeli actions, particularly in Gaza, Democratic
Party leaders have refrained from extreme positions due
to the mainstream unpopularity of anti-Israel views. Kama-
la Harris, if elected, will likely adhere to core Democratic
principles such as defending democratic values, promoting
human rights, and strengthening alliances, especially with
NATO. Her foreign policy will also focus on confronting glob-
al challenges such as climate change, nuclear proliferation,
and Russian aggression in Ukraine, as well as curbing Chi-
nese influence in the Pacific. While she has largely avoided
addressing Middle Eastern policy during her time as vice
president, Harris may be compelled to engage more actively
with the region’s complexities if she assumes the presiden-
cy. Although U.S. support for Israel is unlikely to change
drastically, Harris has shown signs of diverging slightly from
Biden, such as her call for a ceasefire in Gaza and her deci-
sion to boycott Netanyahu’s speech before Congress.

In terms of U.S.-Saudi relations, Harris has historically
been critical of U.S. arms sales to Saudi Arabia and its in-
volvement in the Yemen conflict. In 2020, she advocated for
a reevaluation of U.S.-Saudi relations to ensure they align
with American values and interests, though she did not
specify what those values were. Nevertheless, her adminis-
tration would likely continue efforts to strengthen security
cooperation with Saudi Arabia and pursue collaboration on
technological and green energy initiatives. Regarding Iran,
Harris would likely adopt a balanced approach, seeking to
renegotiate the nuclear deal, particularly in light of esca-
lating tensions between Iran and Israel. The limitations
of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East are well under-
stood within the region. Middle Eastern leaders recognize
that while the U.S. is committed to combating terrorism
and ensuring open sea lanes for trade, it is less inclined
to involve itself in regional conflicts that do not directly
affect American interests. For example, despite President
Obama’s warning to Syrian President Bashar Assad not to
use chemical weapons against his own people, the U.S.
refrained from military intervention when Assad’s forces
used sarin gas in 2012. Similarly, Trump’s decision not
to retaliate after Houthi attacks on Saudi oil installations
in 2019 signaled a limited U.S. commitment to defending
Saudi interests when the impact on U.S. oil imports was
minimal. The United Arab Emirates has also recognized
these limitations, signaling that it does not intend to re-
sume talks with the U.S. regarding the purchase of F-35
fighter jets, regardless of the outcome of the election. This
reflects a broader understanding that primarily vital nation-
al interests, rather than a deeper commitment to region-
al stability or human rights drive U.S. engagement in the
region. The region’s authoritarian leaders have thus been
able to act with impunity, confident that U.S. involvement
will remain limited as long as their actions do not conflict
with American strategic interests.

Addressing the Critical Challenges in

Dr. Fayaz A. Soomro
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The major financial limits
placed on Pakistan’s
universities and degree-
awarding institutions by
the inadequate budgetary
provisions are among the
most urgent problems they
face. Even with the rising
demand for postsecondary
education, university funding
is still woefully insufficient.
Underfunded programs,
deteriorating facilities, and a
general inability to recruit or
keep skilled faculty are the
results of this financial...

HE paper “An Effective University Ecosystem”
I I by Muneer Ahmed Mirjat offers a comprehen-
sive analysis of the operational and structural
elements required for Pakistan’s higher education indus-
try to succeed. Although the author, who is a member
of the highest organization, skillfully discusses the value
of infrastructure, compliance with rules, and the role of
faculty, the article skips over several crucial issues that
seriously undermine Pakistan’s university system at the
moment and indicate the need for inclusive reforms. If
these issues are not resolved, there is a good chance that
a major chunk of the nation’s higher education institu-
tions will face severe issues and may cease to exist. Prior
to moving on, there are a few more valid worries that also
require a clear-cut solution to ensure the growth and suc-
cess of Pakistan’s higher education industry.
The major financial limits placed on Pakistan’s universities
and degree-awarding institutions by the inadequate budget-
ary provisions are among the most urgent problems they
face. Even with the rising demand for postsecondary edu-
cation, university funding is still woefully insufficient. Un-
derfunded programs, deteriorating facilities, and a general
inability to recruit or keep skilled faculty are the results of
this financial stress. Universities are also prevented by a
lack of funds from making investments in infrastructure,
cutting-edge machinery, and research—all of which are es-
sential to upholding academic standards. Foreign univer-
sities generally make significant profits in comparison to
global norms, which enables them to expand autonomously
without substantially depending on public funding—a prob-
lem that developing nations like Pakistan faceregularly.
In the long run, the higher education sector in Pakistan
cannot continue to rely solely on student fees to pay for
operating expenses. This reliance on tuition fees restricts
access to higher education and feeds inequality, especially
for students from low-income families. Furthermore, uni-
versities find it difficult to carry out creative projects and
programs that would otherwise aid in the development of
the country in the absence of sufficient funds. This is true
for universities in the private sector; nevertheless, public
universities continue to rely on government funding, which
is a quite different situation that is resulting in exacerbat-
ing the situation. Consequently, Pakistani universities, es-
pecially those in the public sector, must retrace their steps
to embrace long-term survival strategies by launching crea-

tive projects that align with their areas of expertise.

The underutilization of university resources is another
serious problem. Majority of universities are only open in
the mornings, leaving classrooms, labs, and libraries empty
during the rest of the day. In terms of the economy, this is
a resource infringement and underutilization. Considering
that institutions might use these spaces for evening cours-
es, job training programs, or community outreach projects,
this is a glaring inefficiency in resource management. Cam-
puses that close after regular business hours are wasting
precious resources that could be used to support commu-
nity development and lifetime learning. In this sense, a
strong mechanism to optimize resource utilization within
a triple helix or public-private partnership model must be
developed by the HEC, the business sector, and academia.
Moreover, there is a worrisome lack of research culture in
universities. Although the article stresses the value of re-
search, it does not yet address the structural obstacles that
stand in the way of the development of a strong research
environment. Nonetheless, a primary cause of this is the
dearth of financial support and incentives for scientific
inquiry. Faculty members frequently have little time or
energy for research because of their demanding teaching
schedules and administrative responsibilities. Moreover, a
large portion of the current research output is unnecessary
or redundant because it is usually unconnected with social
issues and industry demands. Another important problem
is the gap that exists between academia and business. To
make sure that academic programs are in line with
commercial demands, universities in Pakistan have not
developed significant relationships with the industry.
Because of this, graduates frequently discover that they
lack the skills necessary to live up to the expectations
of employers, which drives up the jobless rate for those
with degrees. The exigency of time demands that the
universities must immediately start collaborating with
industry players to create programs that are both per-
tinent to and sensitive to the changing demands of the
labor market. Due to time constraints, curriculum and
syllabi must be developed by establishing corresponding
Sector Skills Councils. This will allow experts to use the
Delphi Technique to create demand-driven content that
will discourage supply-driven syllabi.

It has been noted that the current curricula in the field, as
compared to the top universities in the world, are out of

Pakistan’s University Ecosystem

date and do not adequately prepare students for careers in
today’s local and worldwide marketplaces. If prompt action
is taken, this important element that contributes to gradu-
ates’ low employability could also influence the institutions’
future. While multidisciplinary studies and cutting-edge sub-
jects like data science, renewable energy, and artificial intel-
ligence are becoming more popular worldwide, but the sce-
nario here in the country is different. A thorough revision of
the curricula to include contemporary, demand-driven cours-
es that equip students for the future is the most demanding
initiative to get rid of the quality quagmire. Pakistan does, in
fact, require demand-driven curricula grounded in practical
experience, hands-on actual machinery, labs, and equipment
as opposed to theory-based methods.
The deficiency of strong monitoring and evaluation (M&E)
systems also undermines the efficacy of universities. Many
university administrations struggle to put in place efficient
M&E procedures, which results in poor performance and
a lack of responsibility. To make matters worse, positions
like vice chancellor, controller, finance officer, and regis-
trar frequently go unfilled for long periods. The demise of
administrative operations brought on by key personnel ab-
sences impacts educational quality and overall institutional
performance. Auto M&E interventions are required to be
generated to improve and gauge the rate of return on the
manpower and utilitarian purpose of resources.
In conclusion, even if the paper “An Effective University
Ecosystem” offers insightful analysis of the operational
and structural features of universities, it ignores several
crucial issues that pose a threat to Pakistan’s higher ed-
ucation system’s survival. A number of the problems that
require immediate attention are budgetary limitations,
underutilization of resources, a deficient research culture,
and lack of industry participation, out-of-date curricula, and
inadequate M&E. A comprehensive and coordinated effort
from all stakeholders, including the government, HEC,
academic institutions, and business, is needed to address
these issues. Then and only then will we have a chance to
build a university ecosystem that not only serves the de-
mands of today but also looks ahead. Stakeholders in Paki-
stan’s higher education industry need to respond quickly to
the variety of ongoing concernsthrough collective wisdom
and strategic policies aimed at sustainability in the sector.
— The author is Islamabad-based educationist.
He can be reached at fayyazasoomro@gmail.com
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Briefs

From Pack 01
raised their voice against
his ouster from power in
2017. “You never asked that
so many good things are
taking so why Nawaz Sha-
rif is being removed [from
power],” the PML-N chief
said adding that proud and
dignified nations always
raise their voices against
any injustice. “Where is the
Billion Tree [programme],
where are the 350 dams [...]
They [PTI] claimed to build
5 million houses. Still, they
could not provide a single
one,” the PML-N president
questioned as he accused
the Imran Khan-founded
party of promoting “vio-
lence, bloodshed and pol-
itics of protests” in the
country. Pointing out the
development work carried
out in his tenures, the for-
mer premier said that his
government laid the net-
work of motorways and
highways and metro bus
services, eliminated terror-
ism, made Pakistan a nucle-
ar power, overcame energy
crisis, ended loadshedding
and stabled the rupee.

PTI to
protest at

D-Chowk...

From Pace 01

CM Gandapur, while ad-
dressing the meeting, ac-
knowledged flaws in the
planning of their previous
protest, which led to an ear-
ly withdrawal. He stressed
the lack of proper protective
equipment, such as masks,
for workers and leaders
during the tear gas shelling.
This time, Gandapur assured
that welltrained workers
and vital machinery would
lead the procession to avoid
issues. “Unlike last time, the
machinery will be ahead of
the convoys, ensuring that if
roads are blocked, it won’t
hinder the protest’s progress
to D-Chowk,” he said. He cau-
tioned that this protest may
spread over several days.

CJP Qazi
Faez rejects
PTTs...

From Pace 01
Afghan is heard the Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion’s (SCBA) petition chal-
lenging the apex court’s
previous ruling on the
defection clause. The new
bench was constituted a day
earlier due to Justice Munib
Akhtar’s  “unavailability”
for varying reasons. The
lawyer’s body had moved
the apex court against its
May 2022 verdict wherein
it declared that the votes
of dissident members of
Parliament (MPs), cast
against their parliamentary
party’s directives, cannot
be counted. During today’s
hearing, PTI lawyer Barris-
ter Zafar argued that the
party’s founder, who is also
a former prime minister, is
one of the petitioners, and
he needed to consult him
on key aspects of the case.

PTT gets
more time in

intra-party...

From Pace 01
the party approached the
court to retrieve the in-
tra-party election record
from the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA). The
court sought the records,
and PTI requested the FIA
to provide the record, as-
suring the court that once
received, they would sub-
mit copies to the ECP. The
PTI chairman said that the
party requested the FIA
to return the documents,
and they expect to retrieve
them within 10 days. Gohar
urged the ECP to extend
the deadline for document
submission. The ECP ad-
journed the case until Octo-
ber 22, providing PTI more
time to gather and submit
the necessary documents.
Speaking to the media out-
side the ECP office, Barris-
ter Gohar expressed hope
that the commission will
recognise PTI’s intra-party
elections. He stated that the
elections were conducted
as per the ECP’s directives
and that PTI possesses the
records in digital form. He
blamed the FIA for seizing
the election records from
PTI's central office and
urged the ECP to direct
the agency to return them.

Alcaraz beats Sinner in
dramatic China Open final

Second seed Alcaraz wins his fourth title of the season

SporTs DESK

BEIJING: Carlos Alcaraz came from a set down
to edge out world number one Jannik Sinner in
a dramatic China Open final. Alcaraz, 21, contin-
ued his fine run of form against the Italian and
has now won each of their last three encounters
after coming through 6-7 (6-8) 6-4 7-6 (7-3). It is
the Spaniard’s fourth ATP Tour title this year and
16th of his career. “Jannik once again showed he’s
the best player in the world, he’s unbelievable and
plays such a high level of tennis,” Alcaraz said.

“I had my chances in the first set and didn’t take
it. In general, I'm proud of the way I dealt with
the match and managed everything. “I never lose
hope but I know he has great stats. I knew I had
to give everything I had to give myself the oppor-
tunity.” Since suffering a shock second-round exit
at the US Open, Alcaraz has bounced back to win
nine matches in a row, including helping Team Eu-
rope win the Laver Cup last month.
Alcaraz appeared to be on track for the perfect
start when he moved into a 5-2 lead in the open-
ing set, however, Sinner saved two set points to
force a tie-break, which he went on to win. The
pivotal moment in the second arrived in the ninth
game, when Alcaraz seized his opportunity to se-
cure a break before serving out for the set to take
it to a decider. There has been little to separate
the pair in the early stages of their careers, with
their head-to-head record now 6-4 in Alcaraz’sfa-
1 vour, and it was another fine example of what the
future of tennis has to offer in Beijing.
‘ Sinner has made a habit of winning big games
over the course of 2024, prevailing in all six of his
previous finals - including the Australian Open and
US Open - and he found an extra gear to mount
another fightback in the final set. Trailing 4-2 in
the third, Sinner won three successive games to

wrestle back momentum and send the encounter

to a match-deciding tie-break. Sinner looked firmly
in control after opening up a 3-0 advantage, but

Alcaraz would not be denied. He rattled off sev-
en successive points to claim victory and make
it three wins on the bounce against the two-time
Grand Slam champion. “During the whole week
I've been playing great tennis, some luck went to
my side but I felt great on the court too,” Alcaraz
said. The win means he is the first player to win an
ATP 500 title on all three surfaces.

Sinner was competing in Beijing after the World
Anti-Doping Agency (Wada) announced on Sat-
urday that it was appealing the decision to clear
him of blame after he twice tested positive for
a banned substance in March. The 23-year-old
returned positive for low levels of a metabolite
of clostebol - a steroid that can be used to build
muscle mass - during Indian Wells.

Wada said last month’s ruling by an independent
tribunal to find Sinner had no fault or negligence

was “not correct under the applicable rules”. It

has appealed to the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(Cas) and said the player should be banned for “be-
tween one and two years”. Sinner’s defence said
he was inadvertently contaminated by the banned
substance by his physiotherapist, Giacomo Naldi,
and when Wada’s decision was announced, Sinner
said he was “surprised” by the decision to appeal.
World number four Novak Djokovic, speaking at a
news conference for the Shanghai Masters, called
for the issue to be “resolved as soon as possible”
and criticised the tennis anti-doping system’s “in-

consistencies”. “I think it’s quite obvious that we

have a system that is not working well,” Djokovic
said. “There’s way too many inconsistencies, way
too many governing bodies involved and this whole
case is not helping our sport at all. “Whatever is
going to happen at the end of the day, just I wish
for it to be resolved as soon as possible.”

Haaland on target
again in City's 4-0
rout of Slovan

BRATISLAVA: Manchester City's IlkayGundogan, Phil
Foden, ErlingHaaland and James McAtee got on the
scoresheet as the visitors thrashed Slovan Bratislava
4-0 on Tuesday for the first victory of their Champions
League campaign. City, winners of the 2023 Champions
League, have four points after two games, having opened
this season's campaign with a 0-0 home draw with Inter
Milan. Slovan's loss comes on the heels of a 5-1 thrash-
ing by Celtic. "Got to give (Slovan) respect," Foden told
TNT Sports. "It was difficult to break them down. The at-
mosphere was unbelievable. "We did the job at the end
and we managed to find the space. On another night
there could have been more goals, but we're delighted
with the 4-0. After the draw (with Inter) we had to get
the win, so we're on the right steps now." The Premier
League champions parked themselves in Slovan's half
and peppered the home side with shots all night.
Gundogan got City on the scoreboard in the eighth minute
with his first goal since his return from a season at Bar-
celona. The German's shot from edge of the penalty area
deflected off the leg of Kyriakos Savvidis and into the net.
Foden, who scored 27 goals in all competitions last term,
doubled City's lead with his first of the season in the 15th
minute, latching onto a pass from Jeremy Doku and curling
a strike into the bottom corner. Haaland netted his 42nd
goal in Europe's top competition in the 58th, sprinting
onto Rico Lewis's pass and then stepping around keeper
Dominik Takac before slotting into the empty net.
Haaland, who has 11 goals this season across all compe-
titions, took a seat on the bench two minutes later, his
work done for the night. Foden chipped a pass to McAtee
for his first ever City goal in the 74th minute to cap a
perfect night for the visitors. "I'm over the moon," said
McAtee, who joined City at age 11. "It's what every kid
dreams of, so it's a dream come true." — Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator

Pakistan Cricket Board
accepts Babar's resignation

National selection committee has been tasked with
recommending new captain following Azam's resignation

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
confirmed that Babar Azam
tendered his resignation
as Pakistan men’s white-
ball captain on Tuesday
evening, and it has been
accepted. The national
selection committee has
been tasked with beginning
the process of formulating
future white-ball cricket
strategies, including recom-
mending a new captain.
“Although the PCB had
backed Babar Azam as the
white-ball captain, his deci-
sion to step down reflects
his desire to focus more on
making a greater impact as
a player," the cricket board
said in a statement.

“This decision is a testa-
ment to his professionalism
and commitment to Paki-
stan cricket. He believes
that dedicating himself fully
to his batting will enable
him to play a more decisive
role in the team’s success

in the shorter formats," the
statement added.

It further stated: “The PCB
acknowledges Babar’s contri-
butions as white-ball captain,
his ability to prioritise the
team’s needs and his unwa-
vering dedication to Pakistan
cricket. The PCB will contin-
ue to support Babar Azam,
recognising he still has much
to offer both as a world-class
batter and a senior states-
man of the team.” Earlier,
Azam, while highlighting
his role as the former cap-
tain of the Pakistan cricket
team, had said: “Playing for
Pakistan has always been
my greatest honour and I've
always placed the team’s suc-
cess above everything else.
Stepping down as captain
will help me deliver even
more for the team as a player
and I'm fully committed to
that path. The team’s suc-
cess is what matters most."
“I've had the privilege of
leading Pakistan for five re-
markable years, always try-
ing to give my best as both
captain and player. At this

stage, I strongly believe 1
can make a bigger impact
by concentrating on my bat-
ting. I am grateful for the
constant support from my
teammates, coaches and
the PCB throughout my
captaincy," he said.

Azam also added: “While
it has been a great hon-
our to lead Pakistan, now

is the right time to shift
my complete focus on
batting, team’s objectives
during this transitional
phase and back the new
captain and emerging

players as we prepare for
a crucial season ahead, in-
cluding the defense of the
ICC Champions Trophy
on home soil next year.”
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Mohammad Ishaq Dar welcomes the Foreign Minister of Malaysia
Dato Seri Utama Haji Mohamad Bin Haji Hasan on his arrival
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. — DNA

Rizwan
‘strongest’
captaincy
candidate

DNA

LAHORE: Following Babar
Azam’s resignation from
captaincy of the Pakistan
cricket team, right-handed
batter and wicket-keeper
Mohammad Rizwan is like-
ly to be the “strongest can-
didate” for the job, sources
told Geo News on Wednes-
day. Relevant officials
have been asked to hold
consultations with Mo-
hammad Rizwan for team
selection, according to the
sources. A day earlier,
the former Pakistan cap-
tain had announced that
he was stepping down
from white-ball captaincy,
as it was time for him to
focus on his playing role
and personal growth.

Szczesny joins
Barcelona a month
after retiring

BARCELONA: Former Arsenal goalkeeper WojciechSzcz-
esny has joined Barcelona until the end of the season,
just over a month since he retired.

Former Poland international Szczesny, 34, announced
his retirement on 27 August after his contract with Ju-
ventus was terminated. Barca lost first-choice goalkeep-
er Marc-Andre terStegen to a serious knee injury in
their 5-1 win against Villarreal last month.

Szczesny made 181 appearances for Arsenal after joining
as a 16-year-old and also spent time at Brentford, Roma
and Juventus. He joined Juventus in 2017 and made 252
appearances across seven years in Turin, winning three
Serie A titles and three Coppas Italia.

The Warsaw-born player won 84 caps for Poland, play-
ing at four European Championships and two World
Cups. When he announced his retirement Szczesny
said: "Today, though my body still feels ready for chal-
lenges, my heart is not there any more. I feel that
right now it is time to give all of my attention to my
family." Szczesny could make his debut against Alaves

in La Liga on Sunday.

Barcelona suffered a 4-2 defeat by Osasuna on Saturday
but remain top of the table with seven wins from eight
games. On Tuesday Hansi Flick's side beat Young Boys
5-0 in the Champions League. - Agencies

southee resigns as New Zealand Test captain

Top-order batter Tom Lotham will be leading Black Caps in upcoming Test series against India

WEeB DESK

as Test captain in 2022.
Since then, he has participated in 14 tests,

winning six of them, drawing two, and los-

AUCKLAND: New Zealand’s Tim South-
ee announced stepping down as red-ball
captain after facing a setback against Sri
Lanka in a two-Test series. As per sources,
wicketkeeper Tom Lotham will be leading
the team in the forthcoming series against
India scheduled to kick off on October 16.

While announcing his retirement, the veter-
an cricketer penned down a heartfelt note,
sharing that it was an honour for him to be a
Test captain. “Captaining the Black Caps in
a format that’s so special to me has been an
absolute honour and a privilege,” Southee
said. “I've always tried to put the team first
throughout my career, and I believe this de-
cision is the best for the team. Meanwhile,
the 35-year-old succeeded Kane Williamson

ing six of them. Being a right-arm medi-
um-fast bowler, Southee has never been a
disappointment for the Black Caps.

He has bagged 382 wickets in 102 Tests,
placing him second on the New Zealand all-
time list behind Richard Hadlee.

In addition, under his captaincy, the swing
bowler has taken 35 wickets in 14 Tests. He
was able to dismiss only two players in the
recent Test series against Sri Lanka.
Considering the recent series against the
Lions, in the first Test the Southee-led
team was defeated by 63 runs, while in the
second by an innings and 154 runs.
Continuing with his conversation, the for-
mer skipper revealed that being a captain
might affect his performance.

“I believe the way I can best serve the
team moving forward is by focusing on
my performances on the field and get-
ting back to my best, to continue taking
wickets and helping New Zealand win
test matches. I will, as I've always done,
continue to support my teammates,
especially the exciting young bowlers
making their way on the international
stage.” Southee wished Latham well as
captain, “and he knows I’ll be there to
support him on his journey, as he has
done for me over the years.”

The newly appointed captain has acted as
an interim captain in nine Tests, when Wil-
liamson was suffering from an elbow inju-
ry. Along with Tests, the top-order batter
has led New Zealand in 44 one-day inter-
nationals. Reflecting on Southee’s efforts
as a captain, Black Caps coach Gary Stead

called him a “true team-man”.

“Tim’s a fantastic player and a very
good leader who is held in high regard
by the players and support staff,”
Stead said. “He’s been a great servant
of New Zealand cricket over nearly
17 years playing on the international
stage, and I'd like to acknowledge his
humility in stepping down from the
role as test captain.

“It’s not easy giving up something you love,
but Tim is a true team-man and he’s made
the decision with the team’s best interests
at heart.” Meanwhile, the Latham-led side
will be facing India in a three-day Test se-
ries on October 16 in Bengaluru.

India vs New Zealand schedule:

Test 1 of 3: October 16 to 20

Test 2 of 3: October 24 to 28

Test 3 of 3: November 1 to 5

From Pace 01
While they can be done
later, it may lead to con-
frontational situations.” He
further asserted that the
PPP would not abandon
the matter concerning the
constitutional court, vowing
to see it through to com-
pletion. “We have already
faced significant delays; our
demands date back to 2006
and are part of our manifes-
to,” he added. Bilawal also
criticised the judiciary’s
timing regarding certain ac-
tions, questioning why the
timing of the injunction on
reserved seats was not be-
ing scrutinised. He pointed
out that the judiciary’s four-
page clarification issued
on September 14, the day
of a parliamentary session,
raised questions about the
judicial timing. He men-
tioned that the head of the
constitutional court would
serve a three-year term and
expressed his opposition to
the establishment of mili-
tary courts, emphasising
that the justification for the
federal constitutional court
lies in the Supreme Court’s
historical precedents.

PTI MPAs
among 200

workers...

From Pace 01

In view of the PTI’s protest
call, Section 144 has been
imposed for two days in
several divisions, including
Bahawalpur, Sahiwal, and
Sargodha. The curfew re-
stricts public gatherings and
protests, and highways and
roads have been blocked
using containers to prevent
movement. Major routes
leading into and out of Ba-
hawalpur were sealed, with
containers placed at strate-
gic locations such as Qutub-
pur Toll Plaza and Mewati in
Dunyapur, as well as at the
Empress Bridge connecting
Lodhran and Bahawalpur.
Checkposts have been erect-
ed on five main highways
leading from Lodhran to Ba-
hawalpur. In Mianwali, entry
and exit points of the dis-
trict have also been sealed,
cutting the city off from
surrounding areas. As part
of the government’s crack-
down, mobile phone servic-
es have been suspended in
Mianwali, though internet
access is available via Wi-Fi
and DSL services.

Constitu-
tional
package...

From Pace 01
issuance of a notification
regarding the appointment
of the next top judge. The
PML-N, despite having the
support of its allies such as
the Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP) and others, had
postponed introducing the
constitutional amendments
in the parliament while
claiming to have secured
the “magic number” earlier.
However, deferment came
after JULI-F refused to lend
its support to the ruling co-
alition, short of 13 votes in
the National Assembly and
nine in the Senate as the
said legislation requires a
two-thirds majority in both
houses. Speaking on the
said matter, Senator Sid-
diqui said that the issue
surrounding the constitu-
tional amendments will be
clarified in the next two
weeks. The PML-N leader
further said that the JUI-F
chief backed the formation
of constitutional court,
however, he said Fazl did
not want anything in the
proposed judiciary centric
constitutional package that
is against the Constitution.

Forex
reserves
surge to...

From Pace 01
37-month loan deal under
the $7 billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF), Gover-
nor State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) Jameel Ahmed said on
Wednesday. In much-needed
support for the country’s
fiscally-challenged  econo-
my, the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) received the
first tranche of $1.03 billion
(SDR 760 million) on Mon-
day, September 30, 2024.
Pakistan had been working
on implementing conditions
deemed “strict” to complete
the loan programme agreed
to in July, which Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif time
and again hoped would be
Pakistan’s last.The liquid re-
serves now stand at $10 bil-
lion, providing much-needed
stability to the country’s for-
eign exchange position.
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PSK continues
with bullish
trend,
gains162
more points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) contin-
ued with bullish trend on
Wednesday, gaining 162.41
more points, a positive
change of 0.20 percent,
closing at 81,967.01 points
against 81,804.59 points on
the last working day. A total
of 360,987,426 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 359,081,585
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 15.391
billion against Rs. 17.160
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 448 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
164 of them recorded gains
and 221 sustained losses,
whereas the share price
of 63 companies remained
unchanged. The three top
trading companies were
Agha Steel Industries with
30,832,938 shares at Rs
10.72 per share, WorldCall
Telecom with 26,473,160
shares at Rs 1.21 per share
and Fauji Cement with
20,045,582 shares at Rs
2741 per share. Rafhan
Maize Products Company
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs 187.57
per share price, closing at
Rs 6,999.00, whereas the
runner-up was Unilever Pa-
kistan Foods Limited with
Rs 28.80 rise in its per
share price to Rs 17,295.80.
Hoechst Pakistan Limit-
ed witnessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 48.14 per
share closing at Rs 2,010.03
followed by Lucky Core In-
dustries Limited with Rs
28.86 decline to close at Rs
1,021.90.—APP

Rupee gains
05 paisa
against dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani ru-

pee on Wednesday appreci-
ated by 05 paisa against the
US dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
277.63 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 277.68.
However, according to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the dollar in
the open market stood at Rs
278.50 and Rs 280 respec-
tively. The price of Euro de-
creased by Rs1.32 to close
at Rs 307.31 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 308.63,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese yen remained
unchanged and closed at
Rs1.92, whereas a decrease
of Rs 1.43 was witnessed
in the exchange rate of the
British Pound, which traded
at Rs368.96 as compared to
the last day’s closing of Rs
370.39. The exchange rates
of the Emirates Dirham and
Saudi Riyal decreased by 02
paisa 04 paisa to close at Rs
75.58 and Rs73.97. —APP

Gold up by
Rs.600 to Rs
275,500 per

tola

ISLAMABAD: The per
tola price of 24 karat gold
increased by Rs.600 and
was sold at Rs.275,500 on
Wednesday compared to its
sale at Rs. 274,900 on last
trading day. The price of
10 grams of 24 karat gold
also increased by Rs 515
to Rs. 236,197 from Rs.
235,682 whereas the price
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went up to Rs 216,514 from
Rs. 216,042, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported. The price
of per tola and ten gram
silver remained constant at
Rs.3,050 and Rs.2,614.88
respectively. The price of
gold in the international
market increased by $6 to
$2,653 from $2,647, the
Association reported.—APP

ANF foils
drug smug-
gling bids

RAWALPINDI: The An-
ti-Narcotics Force (ANF) in
an operation conducted in
Karachi foiled an attempt
to smuggle 3.5 kg heroin
and 7.2 kg Ice drug abroad
through International con-
signments, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Wednesday. He
informed that ANF re-
covered heroin and Ice
drug tactfully concealed
in sweets packaging and
the international consign-
ments were being sent to
four countries.—APP

KOICA,

KAAP successfully

hosts 2024 annual reception

I(OICA

DNA
ISLAMABAD

KOICA Paki-
stan Office and KOICA Alumni
Association Pakistan (KAAP)
successfully held its Annual Re-
ception and Knowledge Sharing
Seminar on October 1, 2024 in
Islamabad. The event was or-
ganized to encourage knowledge
sharing among alumni of KOI-
CA trainees in Pakistan and to
strengthen the development co-
operation network between Ko-
rea and Pakistan. The event was
attended by H.E. Park Kijun,
the Ambassador of the Republic
of Korea and Mr. Yeon Je-ho,
Country Director of KOICA Pa-
kistan Office, Special Secretary
of the Economic Affairs Division,
Mr. Muhammad Humair Karim,
and Joint Secretary of the Eco-
nomic Affairs Division Mr. Sajid
Manzoor. H.E. Park Kijun, the
Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea said “The development co-
operation partnership between
Korea and Pakistan will be fur-
ther strengthened through the
knowledge dissemination and
exchange of KOICA trainees,”
"We are very pleased to support
Pakistan’s sustainable develop-
ment through the exchange of
knowledge and skills between
our two countries and promote
prosperity for future generations
through human resource capaci-
ty building.” The event featured
two Training program alumni
who shared their lessons learned

from Korea. A trainee from Ex-
ploration of Good Research and
Development Agricultural Pro-
ductivity of Pakistan presented
Agricultural Productivity: a path-
way to Nutrition & Food Securi-
ty in Pakistan, highlighting the
impact of agricultural productiv-
ity in Pakistan on nutrition and
food security, and emphasizing
the important role of the agricul-
tural sector in the country’s eco-
nomic and social development.
Another trainee from Capacity
Building for Formulating and

Evaluating Economic Develop-
ment presented Economic De-
velopment Strategy and Policy in
Pakistan, analyzing the country’s
economic development strate-
gy and policies and suggesting
effective policies for economic
development. The KOICA Paki-
stan office reported on the main
activities of KAAP in 2024. They
shared the knowledge sharing
events held this year in Quetta
(June) and Peshawar (Septem-
ber), as well as the active par-
ticipation of alumni members

Fecple Peocs’ Manet
Presperity’ Parinership

KOICA Alumni Association of Pakistan

2024 ANNUAL RECEPTION ISLAMABAD

exchange

through the Earth Day plogging
Campaign in May. “We are grate-
ful for the active participation
of many alumni in volunteer ac-
tivities and look forward to con-
tinuing these activities,”
KOICA Pakistan.
also promoted the upcoming
KOREA WEEK, which will be
hosted by the Korean Embassy
in Pakistan from October 22nd
to 27th. The event aims to pro-
mote cooperation and cultural
between
and Korea, and many members

were encouraged to attend and
further strengthen the relation-
ship between the two countries.
To date, a total of 1,834 alum-
ni members have been trained
from KOICA’s training pro-
grams in Pakistan, and since
the establishment of KAAP in
2010, various activities and
seminars have been held every
year through the Knowledge
Sharing seminar. This vyear,
243 trainees attended the
Knowledge Sharing seminar,
and the KOICA Pakistan of-

said
The event

Pakistan

fice said, “We expect that such
knowledge sharing and cooper-
ation will maintain the friendly
relations between Pakistan and
Korea and serve as a driving
force for regional and national
development.”

With this event, KOICA Paki-
stan and the alumni members
pledged to continue their efforts
in knowledge dissemination and
human resource capacity build-
ing between Korea and Pakistan,
and plan to maintain a mutually
beneficial partnership.

Bird flu kills 47 tigers,
3 lions in Vietham zoos

DONG NAI :Forty-seven
tigers, three lions and a
panther have died in
zoos in South Vietnam
due to the H5N1 bird
flu virus, state media
said on Wednesday. The
deaths occurred in Au-
gust and September at
the private My Quynh
Safari Park in Long An
Province and the Vuon
Xoai Zoo in Dong Nai,
near Ho Chi Minh City,
the official Vietnam
News Agency (VNA)
reported. According to
test results from the Na-
tional Centre for Animal
Health Diagnosis, the
animals died “because

of H5N1 type A virus”,
VNA said. The zoos de-
clined to comment when
contacted by news agen-
cy. No zoo staff mem-
bers in close contact
with the animals had
experienced respirato-
ry symptoms, the VNA
report added. Educa-
tion for Nature Vietnam
(ENV), an NGO that fo-
cuses on wildlife conser-
vation, said there were a
total of 385 tigers liv-
ing in captivity in Viet-
nam at the end of 2023.
About 310 are kept at 16
privately owned farms
and zoos, while the
rest are in state-owned

facilities. The World
Health Organisation
(WHO) says that since
2022, there have been
increasing reports of
deadly outbreaks among
mammals caused by in-
fluenza viruses, includ-
ing H5N1. It also says
H5N1 infections can
range from mild to se-
vere in humans, and in
some cases can even be
fatal. Vietnam notified
the WHO about a human
fatality from the virus in
March. In 2004, dozens
of tigers died from bird
flu or were culled at the
world’s largest breeding
farm in Thailand.—APP

ltaly to host
y
G7leaders
call on ME
CrisSIS
ROME: Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni will
host a call of Group of Sev-
en (G7) leaders later on
Wednesday to discuss the
crisis in the Middle East,
her office said. “Italy will
continue to strive for a dip-
lomatic solution, including
in its capacity as chair of the
G7. I have convened a lead-
ers’ level meeting for this af-
ternoon,” Meloni was quoted
as telling her cabinet. Italy
holds the rotating presidency
of the G7 — the club of major
Western democracies, which
comprises the United States,
Canada, Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Japan.—APP

Exports increase by
14.11% to $7.875b

ISLAMABAD:The exports from the country increased by
14.11 percent during the first three months of the current
fiscal year as compared to the corresponding months of last
year, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported. Exports
during July-September (2024-25) were recorded at $7.875
billion against $6.901 billion during July-September (2023-
24), according to PBS data. On the other hand, imports
into the country also went up by 9.86 percent by growing
from $12.115 million last year to $13.310 million during
the first three months of the current year. Based on the
figures, the trade deficit during the months under review
was recorded at $5.435 billion against the deficit of $5.214
billion last year, showing an increase of 4.24 percent.
Meanwhile, on year-on-year basis, the exports in Septem-
ber 2024 increased by13.52 percent to $2.805 billion from
$2.471 billion in September 2023. On the other hand, the
imports also increased by 16.08 percent by going up from
$3.950 to $4.585 percent, according to PBS data. On a
month-on-month basis, the exports from the country in-
creased by 1.56 percent when compared to the exports of
$2.762 billion during August 2024.—APP

CDA’s commercial
plots auction
continued successfully
on 2nd day

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD : The Capital Development Authority
(CDA) successfully continued its auction of com-
mercial plots on the second day. So far, a total of
six plots have been auctioned for over 12.45 billion
rupees. The auction will continue until October 3 at
the Gandhara Citizen Centre, F-9 Park, Islamabad.
On the second day of the auction, Plot No. 8, des-
ignated for the hotel category on Garden Avenue,
was auctioned for 1.48 billion rupees. During the
three-day auction, various categories of commercial
plots located in developed commercial centers and
Markazs of Islamabad are being offered for invest-
ment. These include plots for motels, apartments,
and Class III shopping centers, all available for in-
vestment. The auction is being supervised by an auc-
tion committee headed by the CDA Member Finance
Tahir Naeem and the secretary of the committee the
Director, Estate Management-II Tabinda Tariq. The
received bids will undergo thorough scrutiny before
being presented to the CDA Board, which is the
competent authority to approve or reject the bids.
It is worth mentioning that investors participat-
ing in the auction of commercial plots are being
offered several incentives and facilities. The pay-
ment plan for commercial plots has been extended
from one year to two years. Furthermore, inves-
tors will receive approval for the building plan
upon 25% payment, and possession of the plots
will be handed over upon 75% payment. Moreo-
ver, a 10% discount is being offered for lump
sum payments, while an additional 5% discount
is available for payments made in US dollars.

Lebanese emergency services
overwhelmed and desperate for supplies

BEIRUT: When Israel bombed buildings outside the southern Lebanese city of Sidon, Mohamed Arkadan and his team
rushed to an emergency unlike anything they had ever seen. About a dozen apartments had collapsed onto the hillside
they once overlooked, burying more than 100 people. Even after 17 years with the civil defense forces of one of the
world’s most wartorn nations, Arkadan was shocked at the destruction. By Monday afternoon — about 24 hours
after the bombing — his team had pulled more than 40 bodies — including children’s — from the rubble, along with
60 survivors. The children’s bodies broke his heart, said Arkadan, 38, but his team of over 30 first responders’
inability to help further pained him more. Firetrucks and ambulances haven’t been replaced in years. Rescue tools
and equipment are in short supply. His team has to buy their uniforms out of pocket. An economic crisis that began
in 2019 and a massive 2020 port explosion have left Lebanon struggling to provide basic services such as electricity and
medical care. Political divisions have left the country of 6 million without a president or functioning government for more
than two years, deepening a national sense of abandonment reaching down to the men whom the people depend
on in emergencies. “We have zero capabilities, zero logistics,” Arkadan said. “We have no gloves, no personal pro-
tection gear.” Israel’s intensified air campaign against Hezbollah has upended the country. Over 1,000 people have
been Kkilled in Israeli strikes since Sept. 17, nearly a quarter of them women and children, according to the Health
Ministry. Hundreds of thousands of people have fled their homes, sleeping on beaches and streets. The World
Health Organization said over 30 primary health care centers around Lebanon’s affected areas have been closed. On
Tuesday, Israel said it began a limited ground operation against Hezbollah and warned people to evacuate several
southern communities, promising further escalation. Lebanon is “grappling with multiple crises, which have over-

whelmed the country’s capacity to cope,”

said Imran Riza, the UN’s humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon, who

said the UN had allocated $24 million in emergency funding for people affected by the fighting. Exhausted medical
staff are struggling to cope with the daily influx of new patients. Under government emergency plans, hospitals and
medical workers have halted non-urgent operations. In the southern province of Tyre, many doctors have fled along
with residents. In Nabatiyeh, the largest province in southern Lebanon, first responders say they have been working
around the clock since last week to reach hundreds of people wounded in bombings that hit dozens of villages and
towns, often many on the same day. After the bombing in Sidon nearly 250 first responders joined Arkadan’s team,
including a specialized search-and-rescue unit from Beirut, some 45 kilometers (28 miles) to the north. His team
didn’t have the modern equipment needed to pull people from a disaster. “We used traditional tools, like scissors,
cables, shovels,” Arkadan said. “Anyone here?” rescuers shouted through the gaps in mounds of rubble, searching
for survivors buried deeper underground. One excavator removed the debris slowly, to avoid shaking the heaps of
bricks and mangled steel. Many sought refuge in the ancient city of Tyre, 20 kilometers (12 miles) north of the
border with Israel, thinking it was likely to be spared bombardment. More than 8,000 people arrived, said Hassan
Dbouk, the head of its disaster management unit. He said that there were no pre-positioned supplies, such as food par-
cels, hygiene kits and mattresses, and moving trucks now is fraught with danger. Farmers have been denied access to
their land because of the bombings and the municipality is struggling to pay salaries. The humanitarian situation is cata-
strophic Meanwhile, garbage is piling up on the streets. The number of municipal workers has shrunk from 160 to 10. “The
humanitarian situation is catastrophic,” Dbouk said. Wissam Ghazal, the health ministry official in Tyre, said in one hospital,
only five of 35 doctors have remained. In Tyre province, eight medics, including three with a medical organization affiliated with
Hezbollah, were killed over two days, he said.—DNA

TEHRAN: On the streets of Teh-
ran, a small crowd celebrated
Iran’s missile attack on Israel
while others are worried about
the consequences of the Islamic
Republic’s boldest move yet in
a year of escalating Middle East
media carried
footage of what Iran said were
200 missiles as they were fired
toward Israel on Tuesday evening,
while state television played up-
beat music over the images and
showed crowds of a few hundred
people celebrating the attacks in
the capital and other cities across
the country. Some carried the yel-
low flag of Hezbollah, Iran’s ally
in Lebanon, as well as portraits
of its chief Hassan Nasrallah who
was killed in an Israeli air strike
last week. Speaking at a gathering
in Palestine Square in central Teh-
ran late Tuesday, Hedyeh Gholiza-
deh, 29, said she felt “a sense of
pride” by Iran’s retaliation, which
analysts said reflected pressure
on the country to react to a series
of Israeli-inflicted humiliations.

conflict. Local

sion of the war,”

in Tehran.

“We are ready to accept all the
consequences, whatever they may
be, and we are ready to pay the
penalty and we have no fear,” said
Gholizadeh. There was little sign
of the previous evening’s cele-
brations on Wednesday morning
in Tehran, with traffic humming
along as usual while cafes and res-
taurants buzzed with customers.

Israel’s vow to avenge the missile
attacks, backed by similar threats
from the United States, has un-
settled some people who fear
the country stumbling into a full-
blown war through tit-for-tat reac-
tions.“I am really worried because
if Israel wants to take retaliatory
measures, it will lead to an expan-
said Mansour
Firouzabadi, a 45yearold nurse
“Everyone is worried
about it.” Analysts see the Iranian
missile strike as a consequence
of a string of setbacks suffered by
Tehran and its strategy of build-
ing up allies across the region in
Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Syria and
the Palestinian territories. Leba-

Iranian

fronts,”

non’s Iran-backed Hezbollah chief
Nasrallah was killed alongside
Revolutionary  Guards
commander Abbas Nilforoushan,
while Palestinian Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh was assassinated in
Tehran on July 31. Ali Vaez from
the International Crisis Group, a
Brussels-based think-tank,
Iran took “a calculated risk in
April” when it fired missiles and
drones at Israel, most of which
were intercepted, in its first ever
direct attack. The barrage was
ordered after n Israeli air strike
on Iran’s consulate in the Syrian
capital Damascus which killed
two Iranian generals. “Now, with
an even bolder move (on Tues-
day), the regime’s actions reflect
the deepening challenges it fac-
es as its most critical partners
have been weakened on multiple
Vaez said. “Failing to re-
spond might have further eroded
its credibility with these allies,
giving the impression that Tehran
was content to remain passive,”
he said. Iranian Supreme Leader

said

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is due to
deliver a rare speech at Friday
prayers this week, according to
local media, during which he is
widely expected to set the tone
for the way forward. The last time
Khamenei led Friday prayers was
after Iran launched ballistic mis-
siles on air bases of US forces
in Iraq following the 2020 killing
of revered Revolutionary Guards
commander Qasem Soleimani in
a US drone strike near the Iraqi
capital, Baghdad. Speaking at a
gathering of Iranian students on
Wednesday, Khamenei said he
was still in mourning for Nasral-
lah and that his death was “not a
small matter.” Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian said Iran
had refrained from responding
to Haniyeh’s killing in Tehran
during his inauguration in July,
fearing that it could derail US-
backed efforts for a ceasefire in
the Gaza war. But the promises
the United States and its allies of
a “ceasefire in exchange for Iran’s
non-reaction to Haniyeh’s killing

were completely false,” he said
on Sunday. Israel’s military cam-
paign continues there even as it
steps up its war with Hezbollah
in neighboring Lebanon.
Following Tuesday’s attack by
Iran, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that
Tehran “made a big mistake to-
night and will pay for it,” while
the United States warned of
“severe consequences.” Former
Israeli prime minister Naftali
Bennett called on Wednesday
for a decisive strike to destroy
Iran’s nuclear facilities. Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps meanwhile threatened a
“crushing attack” if Israel re-
sponded, and warned against
any direct military intervention
in support of Israel. Vaez from
the International Crisis Group
says while Tehran has signalled
“the chapter is closed ... the re-
ality is far from that.” “The final
word on this conflict lies, not with
Iran, but with Israel and the Unit-
ed States,” he said.—Agencies

MOSCOW: The Kremlin on
Wednesday said the situa-
tion in the Middle East was
developing in an alarming
direction and called on all
sides to exercise restraint.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters that
Russia had contacts with all
sides in the region and said
Moscow condemned any ac-
tion that caused the death
of civilians. The Israeli
military said on Wednesday
that regular infantry and
armored units were joining
ground operations in south-
ern Lebanon, stepping up
pressure on Hezbollah, as
Israel prepared to retaliate
against a barrage of Iranian
missile strikes. “This situa-
tion is developing according
to the most alarming sce-
nario,” Peskov said.

“We call for restraint by all
sides against the backdrop
of what is happening. And
of course, we condemn any
actions which lead to the
deaths of civilians.” Asked
what Moscow would do
next and whether it would
support Iran in the event of
Tehran entering a full-scale
conflict with Israel, Pesk-
ov said: “We have contacts
with all sides in this con-
flict, we continue to have
these contacts and call on
all sides for restraint.” —APP

New branch
of Pakistan

International
School

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Devel-
opment (OP&HRD) will
establish a new branch
of Pakistan International
School in Muscat to provide
the quality of eduction to
the children of expatriates
in Oman. An official source
told APP here on Wednes-
day that Overseas Pakistan-
is are the big assets of the
country and all possible
facilities to be provided to
them for the prosperity and
development of the state.
The role of expatriates in
the national economy like
a backbone of the coun-
try, due to the conducive
policies of the incumbent
regime the ratio of remit-
tances increasing day by
day and the pressure of
inflation in the country
would be mitigate with the
passage of time. He said
that that during the recent
visit of Federal Minister to
Oman both countries agreed
to facilitate the Pakistani
workers in Oman and in this
regard Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) were
signed. He underlined that
due to the hard work Paki-
stani work force are very
popular across the Globe
and earning huge amount
on monthly basis. He said
that the Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis was upgrading the
technical training centers in
Pakistan.—APP
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Israel bars
UN chief from
the country

TEL AVIV: Israel’s foreign
minister has declared Unit-
ed Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres “per-
sona non grata” and barred
him from entering the coun-
try. Israeli Foreign Minister
Israel Katz on Wednesday
accused Guterres of failing
to “unequivocally” con-
demn Iran’s missile attack
on Israel. Israel has persis-
tently complained over the
UN’s approach throughout
its yearlong war in Gaza.
“Anyone who cannot une-
quivocally condemn Iran’s
heinous attack on Israel, as
almost every country in the
world has done, does not
deserve to step foot on Is-
raeli soil,” Katz wrote on X.
Warming to his theme, the of-
ficial accused the UN chief of
giving his “backing to terror-
ists, rapists, and murderers”
and branded him “a stain
on the history of the UN”".
Shortly after the attack, Gu-
terres condemned the escala-
tion of violence in the region
but made no mention of Iran.
The UN chief wrote on Tues-
day evening: “I condemn the
broadening of the Middle
East conflict with escalation
after escalation. This must
stop. We absolutely need a
ceasefire.” - Agencies

IHC cancels
hearing on
election

rigging
CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court has can-
celed the cause list for
hearing petitions related to
alleged rigging in three con-
stituencies of Islamabad.
Justice Tariq Mahmood
Jahangiri was scheduled
to hear the petitions in
the election tribunal on
Wednesday. This was set to
be the first hearing follow-
ing the reinstatement of the
petitions in Justice Jahangi-
ri’s election tribunal.

It is noteworthy that PTI
candidates Amir Mughal,
Ali Bukhari, and ShoaibSha-
heen have approached the
election tribunal regarding
the alleged rigging.

LHC grants
bail to Bhatti

DNA

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court has approved
the bail of former principal
secretary to ex-Chief Min-
ister of Punjab Chaudhry
PervaizElahi, Muhammad
Khan Bhatti. A two-mem-
ber bench, led by Justice
ShahramSarwar Chaudhry,
heard the alleged corrup-
tion reference against Bhat-
ti. The court granted his
bail against surety bonds of
10 million rupees.

It is important to note
that this bail application
pertained to a corruption
reference related to devel-
opmental projects involving
Muhammad Khan Bhatti.

Iran warns
US to stay
away from

conflict

TEHRAN: Iran will respond
strongly to any country that
takes action in support of the
Zionist regime following the
Iranian retaliation against
the regime, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi says. “We
will respond strongly to any
third party that enters [the
conflict] in support of the
Zionist regime. And if the
Zionist regime decides to
respond, our second re-
sponse will be even harsh-
er,” he said on Wednesday.
“Anyone who provides their
space to their enemies is
considered suspicious by us.”
The Iranian minister congrat-
ulated the brave and bold ac-
tions of the armed forces and
their appropriate response
to the Zionist regime’s bar-
barism, describing the oper-
ation as an act of self-defense.
“Iran only exercised its right
to self-defense; a right that ex-
ists for all countries under Ar-
ticle 51 of the United Nations
Charter. Our actions were
purely defensive and in re-
sponse to the terrorist actions
of the Zionist regime.” The
Iranian minister said availa-
ble footage shows Iran has
achieved its objectives in the
operation, which solely target-
ed military sites. — Agencies

Pak-Malaysian think-tanks
collaborate to enhance ties

Prof. Dr. Maszlee bin Malik emphasized the significance of cultural

diplomacy and highlighted the importance of collaboration between

think-tanks in addressing regional and global challenges, enhancing
mutual understanding, and advancing Malaysia-Pakistan relations

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: In the wake of Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim’s bilateral visit to Pa-
kistan, the Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) hosted Pakistan-Malay-
sia think-tank dialogue with its Malaysian
counter-part, the International Institute
of Advanced Islamic Studies (IAIS). The
TAIS delegation was led by H.E. Dr. Masz-
lee bin Malik, former Minister of Educa-
tion and Chairman of IAIS. The dialogue
focused on Pakistan-Malaysia relations
and Pakistan’s growing relations with
ASEAN. The event culminated with the
renewal of the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between ISSI and IAIS,
marking steady progress in their part-
nership aimed at reinforcing different

aspects of Pakistan-Malaysia relations
and fostering closer collaboration be-
tween the two think-tanks.

DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
extended a warm welcome to the distin-
guished delegation, noting that the dia-
logue marked a significant moment in the
evolving relationship between ISSI and
TAIS. He expressed appreciation for the
first in-person visit, which coincided with
the historic visit of Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim to Pakistan. He noted
the exceptional cordiality of Pakistan-Ma-
laysia relations and Malaysia’s steadfast
support to the growth and expansion of
Pakistan-ASEAN relationship.

Ambassador Sohail Mahmood also em-
phasized the importance of ISSI-IAIS
institutional collaboration in reinforc-
ing different aspects of Pakistan-Ma-

laysia relations and broader policy
objectives on both sides; deeper under-
standing of their respective regions’
dynamics through regular mutual dia-
logue; efforts to combat Islamophobia,
and closer people-to-people exchanges.
Prof. Dr. Maszlee bin Malik reflected on
the deep-rooted historical ties between
Malaysia and Pakistan, particularly the
strong people-to-people connections that
predate the establishment of both coun-
tries. He emphasized the significance of
cultural diplomacy and highlighted the
importance of collaboration between
think-tanks in addressing regional and
global challenges, enhancing mutual un-
derstanding, and advancing Malaysia-Pa-
kistan relations, particularly in the fields
of education, IT, Al, and tourism. He ex-
pressed optimism for future cooperation,

especially in ASEAN as Malaysia prepares
to assume the chairmanship in 2025.

Dr. TalatShabbir, Director of the China-Pa-
kistan Study Centre (CPSC) at ISSI, high-
lighted the ISSI’s efforts in strengthening
Pakistan’s ties with ASEAN, including
through close collaboration with ACI (ASE-
AN Committee in Islamabad). He also not-
ed the establishment of “ASEAN Corner”
in ISSI Library last year to raise awareness
and support for partnership with ASEAN.
Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman
BoG, ISSI highlighted the importance of
strengthening Pakistan-Malaysia bilateral
relations and advancing collaboration in
key areas such as trade, diplomacy and
enhancing cooperation on multilateral
forums. The event concluded with the ex-
change of each other’s publications and Dr.
Maszlee’s visit to the ASEAN Corner.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admlral Naveed Ashraf exchanging views
with Marilina Armellin Ambassador of Italy at Naval Headquarters. — DNA

14 Israeli soldiers killed in
southern Lebanon, sources say

NEws DESK

BEIRUT: At least 14 Israeli soldiers have been killed in
the regime’s ground aggression in Lebanon, Israeli sourc-
es say, a few days after the regime launched a cross-bor-
der ground incursion into southern parts of the Arab
country. Since the onset of Israel’s ground aggression
into Lebanon on Tuesday, at least 14 Israeli soldiers have
been killed during clashes with Hezbollah fighters with
many reported injuries among the invaders, Sky News
Arabia, citing unnamed Israeli sources. Furthermore, Is-
raeli Army Radio said that a commando unit faced Hezbol-
lah fighters in a building in a southern Lebanese village,
prompting medical rescue teams to respond for the re-
gime’s injured soldiers. This is while a statement by the
Israeli army claimed on Wednesday that only one Israeli
soldier had so far been killed “during combat in Lebanon”,
as the occupying regime is reinstating its policy of not dis-
closing the true number of soldiers killed in combat and
providing significantly lower death toll figures.

Separately on Wednesday, Hezbollah said in a statement
that while “an Israeli enemy force was trying to encircle the
town of Yaroun from the direction of the forest,” Hezbollah
fighters managed to either kill or wound all members of the
invaders through detonating “a special explosive device.”
There has been a major escalation in Israel’s barbarism
in Lebanon that saw the regime assassinating Hezbollah
Secretary-General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah in an airstrike
on southern Beirut on September 27. The death toll from
Israeli aerial assaults across Lebanon since early October
2023 has passed the 1,700 mark with nearly 8,770 injured,
according to Lebanese government data. In response, Hez-
bollah has fired barrages of rockets and drones towards
Israeli targets. In the same context, Hezbollah announced
that its Resistance fighters shelled on Wednesday the po-
sitioning of Israeli occupation forces at the Shomera bar-
racks with a rocket salvo, achieving a direct hit.

51 more Palestinians
killed in Israeli
strikes on Gaza

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip: Israeli strikes killed at
least 51 people in southern Gaza overnight, including
women and children, as the military launched ground
operations in the hard-hit city of Khan Younis, Pal-
estinian medical officials said Wednesday. Israel has
continued to strike what it says are militant targets
across Gaza nearly a year after Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack
ignited the war there, and even as attention has shifted
to Lebanon and Iran. Israel has launched ground oper-
ations against Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Tehran fired
ballistic missiles on Israel late Tuesday. Separately,
Hezbollah said its fighters clashed with Israeli troops
in the Lebanese border town of Odaisseh, forcing them
to retreat. There was no immediate comment from the
Israeli military or independent confirmation of the
fighting, which would mark the first ground combat
since Israeli troops crossed the border this week. Israe-
li media reported infantry and tank units operating in
southern Lebanon after the military sent thousands of
additional troops and artillery to the border. The mili-
tary warned residents to evacuate another 24 villages
in southern Lebanon after making a similar announce-
ment the day before. Hundreds of thousands have al-
ready fled their homes as the conflict has intensified.
Palestinians describe massive raid in Gaza The Health
Ministry in Gaza said at least 51 people were killed and
82 wounded in the operation in Khan Younis that be-
gan early Wednesday. Records at the European Hospi-
tal show that seven women and 12 children, as young
as 22 months old, were among those killed. — Agencies

Forex reserves surge to
2-month import cover: SBP

Jameel Ahmad says central bank plans to launch fully
digital banking by 2025 to enhance financial inclusion

NAzIR S1YAL

KARACHI: Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves have
surged to cover two months’ worth of imports after the
arrival of the first tranche from the International Mone-
tary Fund’s (IMF) 37-month loan deal under the $7 bil-
lion Extended Fund Facility (EFF), Governor State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) Jameel Ahmed said on Wednesday. In
much-needed support for the country’s fiscally-challenged
economy, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) received the
first tranche of $1.03 billion (SDR 760 million) on Mon-
day, September 30, 2024. Pakistan had been working on
implementing conditions deemed “strict” to complete the
loan programme agreed to in July, which Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif time and again hoped would be Pakistan’s
last. The liquid reserves now stand at $10 billion, providing
much-needed stability to the country’s foreign exchange
position. “The foreign exchange reserves have stabilised,
and we expect further improvements,” Ahmed said speak-
ing at a banking conference. He highlighted that the recent
IMF disbursement has eased pressure on the rupee, en-
suring a smooth supply of dollars in the market. “[Overseas
workers’] remittances have increased, and the supply of
dollars has improved,” said Ahmed, noting that a decline in

inflation has positively impacted monetary policy.

The governor expressed satisfaction over the government’s
fiscal situation, which he said had also improved. “The rate
of borrowing from banks has decreased,” he further stated.
Dispelling the impression of a holdup in repayments to com-
mercial banks, Ahmad said the government was not short
of funds. “We are making early repayments of bank loans,”
the governor said. Ahmed also briefly outlined the central
bank’s strategy to modernise Pakistan’s banking sector, un-
derlining that promoting innovation in banking could spur
economic growth. “We aim to launch fully digital banking
by 2025,” he said, noting that the initiative will enhance fi-
nancial inclusion and accessibility for millions of Pakistanis.
The SBP governor further revealed plans to expand Small
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) financing, with a target to
increase the current volume from Rs550 billion to Rs1.1 tril-
lion over the next five years. This will support small and me-
dium-sized enterprises, key drivers of economic activity in
the country. As the popularity of digital banking continues
to grow in Pakistan, Ahmed acknowledged the rising risks
of online fraud.
their cybersecurity measures,”

‘Inflation drop
was more than we
expected’: Fin Min

Finance czar praised banking
sector for offering support to
investors; expressed confidence

trend would continue

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
announced that the country has seen a “sharper-than-ex-
pected drop in inflation”, with the economy moving to-
wards improvement. Speaking at the launch of the Paki-
stan Economic Dashboard on Wednesday, the finance czar
highlighted key economic progress and stressed the need
for structural reforms to ensure sustainable stability. Dur-
ing his address, the minister noted that inflation has de-
creased more than the government had anticipated. “The
inflation rate is falling faster than we expected, which is a
positive sign for our economy,” he said. However, he em-
phasised that continued efforts are needed to maintain this
trajectory. The minister also pointed out that tax filer num-
bers have increased, and the government aims to further
raise the tax-to-GDP ratio. “We need to focus on increasing
our tax base to achieve long-term economic stability,” he
added. Aurangzeb spoke highly of Pakistan’s banking sec-
tor, describing its current trajectory as one of significant
improvement. He praised the sector for offering greater
support to investors and expressed confidence that this
trend would continue. “The banking sector is facilitating
investment and creating more opportunities for growth,”
the minister stated. He highlighted that improvements
in the banking sector would enhance access to financial
services for ordinary citizens and help small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) gain much-needed financial
support. This, he believes, will play a key role in boosting
the overall economy. The finance minister made it clear
that Pakistan’s ongoing programme with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) would be the last, provided the gov-
ernment successfully implements structural reforms.

Mohsin Naqui
reviews
preparations
forSCO's
meeting

The Interior
Minister approved a
comprehensive plan to
ensure foolproof security
during the summit.
He emphasized the
significance of hosting
the SCO Summit in Pak

MEenTtAaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi chaired a high-level
meeting at the Ministry
of Interior regarding the
preparations of upcoming
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) Summit.
The meeting was attended
by top officials, including the
Federal Secretary Interior,
Additional Secretaries, Chief
Commissioner  Islamabad,
IG Police Islamabad, Deputy
Commissioner  Islamabad,
Deputy Commandant FC,
Sector Commander Pakistan
Rangers, and representatives
from security agencies. Dur-
ing the meeting, security ar-
rangements for the SCO Sum-
mit were reviewed in detail.
The Interior Minister ap-
proved a comprehensive
plan to ensure foolproof se-
curity during the summit. He
emphasized the significance
of hosting the SCO Summit
in Pakistan, stating that
several heads of state will
attend. He called it an hon-
or for the entire nation. He
stated that special arrange-
ments for beautification and
cleanliness of Islamabad will
be made on the occasion of
the SCO Conference.

Starmer
warns ME
‘on brink’

ForeigN DESk

LONDON: UK Prime Minis-
ter Sir Keir Starmer has re-
iterated Britain’s support for
Israel following Iran’s missile
attack, which saw around 200
projectiles launched at Israeli
targets. In a televised address
from Downing Street on Tues-
day, Starmer condemned the
attack, warning that the Mid-
dle East is “on the brink” of
a larger conflict. The missile
assault occurred while Starm-
er was speaking with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. He strongly criti-
cized Iran’s actions, which he
said aimed at harming civil-
ians. “I utterly condemn this
attempt by the Iranian regime
to harm innocent Israelis, to
escalate this incredibly dan-
gerous situation, and push
the region ever closer to the
brink,” Starmer said.
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