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with Malaysia and was committed to further enhance
bilateral cooperation in all areas of mutual interest
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Malaysia have reiterated their
commitment to further enhance bilateral cooperation in the
areas of trade, economy, banking sector, food technology
and agriculture. The two sides also agreed to cooperate on
issues of bilateral importance. This was discussed during a
meeting between President Asif Ali Zardari and the visiting
Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, at Ai-
wan-e-Sadr, today. Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister,
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Chairman Pakistan People’s
Party, MNA Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Minister of Commerce,
Mr Jam Kamal Khan, Senator Sherry Rehman, and senior
government officials also attended the meeting.

Welcoming the Malaysian Prime Minister, the President said
that Pakistan attached great importance to its relations with
Malaysia and was committed to further enhance bilateral co-
operation in all areas of mutual interest. He added that the
visit of the Malaysian Prime Minister would further boost
bilateral cooperation between the two brotherly countries.
He expressed concern over the current situation in Gaza

Malaysia welcomes
Pak engagement

with ASEAN

PM Shehbaz, Malaysian premier
Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim discuss
mechanisms to achieve concrete results

ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari conferring the award of Nishan-e-Pakistan
upon the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato Seri Anwar Ibrahim, during a special investiture

ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA
Bangladesh Article 63(A) review
recalls 5

o SC annuls verdict
including .

mirs  barring lawmakers
from defection

ABID Raza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
his Malaysian counterpart Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibra-
him on Thursday reiterated their commitment to
bolster mutually beneficial ties between the two
countries. Holding a one-on-one meeting in Islam-
abad, the two premiers underscored the rich histo-

They were asked
to hand over their

and called on the international community to take measures ry of close bilateral cooperation between the two resp0n31b111t1es

to prevent Israel from committing genocide and atrocities countries, said the statement issued by the Prime immediately

against the Palestinian people. The Prime Minister of Ma- Minister’s Office (PMO). The development comes — CJP Isa'led 5-memb€r beIlCh appr oves
laysia apprised the President that he held a very good dis- as PM Ibrahim, along with a high-level delegation, AGENCIES . .

cussion with Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. reached Islamabad on Wednesday on a three-day DHAKA:Bangladesh’s inter- reV]_eW plea flled by Supr eme Cour t Bal‘

Later, during a special investiture ceremony, President Asif
Ali Zardari conferred the award of Nishan-e-Pakistan upon
Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim in rec-
ognition of his support for Islamic causes and for being a
great friend of Pakistan. During the ceremony, it was high-
lighted that the Malaysian Prime Minister was an avid reader
of Allama Igbal and acknowledged that his work has been a

visit to the country. During today’s meeting, the
PMO statement added, the two sides discussed a
wide range of bilateral, regional, and internation-
al issues of mutual interest including those being
faced by the Muslim Ummah. They also touched
upon the mechanisms to enhance bilateral coop-
eration to achieve concrete results in these areas.

im government has recalled
five envoys, including the
ambassador to neighbour-
ing India, in a major diplo-
matic reshuffle, a foreign
ministry official said on
Thursday. Major politi-

Association against 2022 ruling

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on
Thursday annulled its 2022 verdict on the

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

Vawda
accuses
Imran of
inciting
violence

He remarked that
the PTI was trying
to provoke conflict,
calling for protests
to incite violence

MEenTaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: Senator Fais-
al Vawda has claimed that
the PTI was calling for pro-
tests that could endanger
innocent lives. During a
press conference in Islam-
abad, Vawda stated that a
political party was playing
a nefarious game for power,
expressing concern that the
PTI founder was worried
about the improved econ-
omy. He criticised Imran
Khan for speaking about
freedom and liberation, urg-
ing him to first free himself
from mental slavery. Vawda
accused the PTI of planning
to create unrest, saying they
were now seeking casualties.

‘No change

in NFC
award’

Fin Min says agreement
will focus on raising
tax revenues

DNA

ISLAMABAD:ISLAMA-
BAD: Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb has
said that there would be no
immediate change in the
NFC regarding the finan-
cial agreement between
the federal and provincial
governments. “At the first
stage, there will be no
changes in the NFC Award
at the moment but the fis-
cal space will be created
through shifting provincial
nature projects from the
Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP)
to the federating units,”
said the finance minister
while talking to reporters
after launching the Paki-
stan Economy Dashboard.

Continued on Page 06

Hazif Naeem meets Bilwal

cal changes in the South
Asian nation ushered in
the interim government led
by Nobel Peace laureate

PPP announces support
for JI Gaza million march

Calling for national unity on Palestine,
PPP Chairman expresses support for
Jamaat-e-Islami's Gaza Million March
Qureshi warns
Bilawal against
constitutional

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP), Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
was invited to participate in the Gaza Million
March by Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan,
Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, during a meeting

Muhammad Yunus after
weeks of violent protests
forced then-prime minister
Sheikh Hasina to resign on

Continued on Page 06
Fazl accepts
SC ruling

JUL-F chief urges govt
to defer constitutional
amendment bill ahead of
upcoming SCO summit

FA1sAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Hours after
the Supreme Court an-
nulled its 2022 verdict on

interpretation of Article 63(A) of the Con-
stitution, which barred lawmakers from
going against party directions when vot-
ing in parliament. Hearing the Supreme
Court Bar Association’s (SCBA) plea, the
five-member bench led by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa announced
the unanimous verdict and approved the
review petition with the top judge saying
that the detailed verdict will be issued later.
The case revolves around the apex court’s
previous ruling, which stated that the votes
of parliamentarians who deviated from
their party’s directives and policies were to

Continued on Page 06
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floor-crossing

He has damaged the country
more than Justice Munir,
says former president

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: Former president and Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Dr Arif Alvi has accused Chief Justice
of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa of creating

Continued on Page 06

< SECOND CUP

between the two leaders. A delegation led
by Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman reached Zardari
House in Islamabad for the meeting with
Bilawal Bhutto. Liagat Baloch and Mayor of
Karachi Murtaza Wahab were also present
on the occasion. Hafiz Naeem extended the
invitation to Bilawal Bhutto for the Gaza
March. Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman, alongside
Bilawal Bhutto, condemned Israel for state
terrorism, highlighting its recent attack on
Lebanon. He called on the government to fo-
cus on the Gaza situation. “On October 7, we
will take to the streets across the country at
12 pm to protest. Despite political differenc-
es, we must unite for Palestine,” he stated.

Continued on Page 06

amendment

CoURT REPORTER

RAWALPINDI: Former foreign minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
senior vice president, Shah Mehmood
Qureshi, on Thursday, urged the gov-
ernment and its allies not to rush the
26th constitutional amendment, which
would create a new Federal Constitu-
tional Court apart from fixing terms
of senior judges. In a press statement
issued from his confinement at the Kot
Lakhpat Jail in Lahore on Thursday,
Qureshi made a strong appeal to Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman

Continued on Page 06

the interpretation of Article
63(A) of the Constitution,
JUIF chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said he accepts
the verdict but warned
against any ‘match-fixing’
amid the government’s ef-
forts to pass judiciary-cen-
tric constitutional package.
Deemed a major win for
ruling coalition, the apex
court unanimously accept-
ed a review petition against
its 2022 verdict related to
the defection clause, which
barred lawmakers from

Continued on Page 06

GOOD MORNINGS
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‘No leniency to he shown If
PTi onrush on Isiamabad’

Imran Khan-founded party plans to stage protest demonstration
at D-Chowk tomorrow for “independence” of judiciary

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Thurs-
day warned that strict legal action would be taken against
those involved in the “onrush on Islamabad” as the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) plans to stage a demonstration
at the federal capital’s famous D-Chowk on Friday (tomor-
row). Amid its anti-government campaign, the former ruling
party — founded by Imran Khan — is holding protests for
the “independence” of the judiciary and the release of the
former prime minister from jail. “The PTI’s top leadership
should review its protest call [...] No one will be allowed for
an onrush on Islamabad,” the security czar said while ad-
dressing a presser along with officials of the federal police.
The interior minister said Section 144 was already in place
in Islamabad, warning that the authorities were already pre-
pared to deal with any potential protests. The foreign del-
egations including from China and Saudi Arabia would be
arriving in the federal capital, the minister said adding that
the upcoming Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
summit, scheduled for October 15 and 16 in Islamabad,

Continued on Page 06

Three Islamabad bar
associations reject
constitutional changes

Lawyers vow to stand firm
against amendments, citing
judicial independence concerns

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad’s three major bar associa-
tions have rejected the recent constitutional amend-
ments and announced their intent to resist them.
The Islamabad High Court Bar Association, Islama-
bad District Bar Association, and the Islamabad Bar
Council, in a joint press conference, declared that
they will not only oppose the amendments but will ac-
tively work to prevent them from being implemented.

Continued on Page 06
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Punjab, Sindh
to face 16%
water shortage
during Rabi
season: IRSA

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) Ad-
visory Committee on Wednes-
day approved an anticipated
16 per cent water shortage for
Punjab and Sindh during the
ongoing Rabi Season 2024-25
than began on October 1.
“The Basinwise shortage for
Rabi 2024-25 was approved as
16%,” said IRSA after a meet-
ing of its Advisory Committee
presided over by its chairman/
member Balochistan Abdul
Hameed Mengal. The meet-
ing approved anticipated wa-
ter availability criteria for Rabi
season. The meeting was par-
ticipated by IRSA members,
Engineering Advisor (Civil)
MoWR, Secretaries irrigation
of Punjab and Sindh, senior
Technical Advisors of WAP-
DA, senior representatives of
Tarbela, Mangla and Chash-
ma Reservoirs, T4 and T5
HPPs, senior representatives
of Provincial Agriculture De-
partments and Director (Opr)/
Secretary IRSA, along with
senior technical personnel of
IRSA. IAC reviewed the Kharif
2024 system operation and ob-
served that the actual Rim-Sta-
tion inflows of 105.81 MAF till
30 September were 1% more
than the maximum forecasted
volume of 104.60 MAF and 7%
more than 10 year average of
99.34 MAF—APP

Romina for
environmental-
sustainable
cities for green
economy goals

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator
to the Prime Minister on Cli-
mate Change, Romina Khur-
shid Alam on Thursday said
that climate changecaused
extreme weather events, par-
ticularly heat waves and urban
flooding incidents are posing
grave risk to the lives and liveli-
hoods of the people and public
infrastructure.

Building  climateresilience
of the cities against adverse
impacts of climate change is
crucial for making the urban
environmentally-sustainable
and resilient- livable places,
Alam highlighted.During the
meeting with a delegation
led by Capital Development
Authority (CDA) Chairman,
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
she outlined several initia-
tives aimed at transforming
the capital into a model of
environmental sustainability.
Presiding over the meeting,
the PM’s climate aide stressed
promoting concepts and im-
plementing policies for cli-
materesilient urbanisdsation
not only can help us address
immediate environmental and
climate changerelated challeng-
es but also promote longterm
sustainability, equity, and quak
ity of life in urban areas. She
further said that making cities
climateresilient is not possible
without involving a multifaceted
approach that includes planning,
infrastructure  development,
community engagement and
relevant policy implementation.
The PM’s climate aide highlight-
ed that the country’s several cit-
ies are facing significant climate
risks, including Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad and Peshawar. With
increasing temperatures, errat-
ic rainfall, and rising sea levels,
the need for climate adaptation
strategies has never been more
urgent. “The climate change
and environmental ministry is
taking allout measures and im-
plementing policies and frame-
works to create sustainable
urban environments for making
cities environmentally-sustaina-
ble and climateresilient so that
they can withstand the impacts
of climate change —APP

W,

BAJUR: Children joyfully engage with colorful blocks alongside their teacher during the inauguration of the Child Protection Unit’s counseling room

at District Bajaur. —APP

Child Protection Unit inaugurated
in Bajaur tribal district

DNA

PESHAWAR :In a significant step
towards ensuring the protection
and welfare of children in the
merged districts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, a Child Protection Unit
(CPU) was inaugurated in District
Bajaur on Thursday. The CPU
aims to safeguard and promote
the rights of children, providing
prevention and response to cas-
es of child abuse, neglect, and
exploitation, said a press release
issued here.

The Chief Guest was Additional
Secretary Social Welfare Depart-
ment KP, Muhammad Farooq,
Director Social Welfare Depart-
ment (MDs), Muhammad Naeem,
Deputy Commissionaire Bajaur
Shahid Ali, Obaid Ur Rahman
Deputy Director Social Welfare
MDs, representatives from mem-
bers of District Child Protection
Committee Bajaur, Male and fe-

male members of the community
Based Child Protection Commit-
tees. The establishment of this
CPU reflects the Government’s
strong commitment to ensuring
the protection of children at risk
and fostering a safer environment
for the most vulnerable members
of society. In his Opening Re-
marks, the Additional Secretary,
Social Welfare, Department Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, expressed his
appreciation to the Department of
Social Welfare for the successful
inauguration of the Child Protec-
tion Unit Bajaur. He said that the
establishment of Child Protection
Unit, is a direct response to this
persistent need, adding that chil-
dren face various forms of abuse,
neglect, and exploitation, here
and it was a shared responsibility
to build stronger systems to pro-
tect them from all forms of abuse
and exploitation. He said the unit
would focus on identifying, pre-
venting, and responding to child

at risk, ensuring their fundamen-
tal rights to life, development,
participation, and protection.
Muhammad Farooq also stressed
the importance of collective ac-
tion in addressing the complex
challenges of child abuse, vio-
lence, exploitation, and neglect.
He urged all relevant line depart-
ments to closely collaborate with
the CPU Bajaur and emphasized
the significance of building strong
partnerships with parents and
communities to create a protec-
tive environment for children. He
thanked to UNICEF, especially
Sohail Ahmad Child Protection
Specialist for his continuous tech-
nical and financial support for the
Child Protection in MDs, and he
hoped that the partnership would
continue in future to provide
every possible support to protect
child rights. In his remarks, Depu-
ty Commissionaire Bajaur Shahid
Ali added that the establishment
of the Child Protection Unit is a

direct response to the protection
needs of the child at risk. “Our
responsibility is to strengthen
systems that will protect children
from abuse, neglect, exploitation
and provide them a safe environ-
ment.” He added that District
Child Protection Committees had
been notified under the KP Child
Protection Act 2010, chaired by
the Deputy Commissioner which
reflected the Government’s com-
mitment at the district level to
uphold children’s rights.

This committee held monthly
meetings, served as a platform
for discussing child protection
challenges and formulating strat-
egies to improve referrals and
case management processes, he
informed. On the occasion, he
presented the journey of child
protection system development in
KP with a focus on the Child Pro-
tection data in MDs and shared
statistics of District Khyber with
participants. At the end of the

event ribbon cutting ceremony of
the Child Protection Unit, District
Bajaur was held. Additional Secre-
tary Muhammad Farooq, Director
Social Welfare MDs, Muhammad
Naeem, Deputy Commissionaire
Bajaur Shahid Ali, Obaid Ur Rah-
man Deputy Director Social Wel-
fare MDs and Staff of PMU and
CPU Bajaur attended the ceremo-
ny. The Director of Social Wel-
fare (MDs), Muhammad Naeem
extended thanks to UNICEF for
their ongoing support in strength-
ening the Child Protection
Units in MDs. He acknowledged
UNICEF’s valuable contributions
to building the capacity of staff,
enhancing the effectiveness of
the community-based Child Pro-
tection Committees (CB-CPC),
and supporting  district-level
training initiatives for the social
workforce. These efforts have sig-
nificantly improved the referral
and case management system, he
added.

CDA chief for timely
launch of integrated solid
waste management system

The Chairman concluded the meeting by calling for strong
teamwork among all stakeholders, including the consultants
from NESPAK. He reiterated that collective efforts are
necessary to address the population’s needs regarding solid

_waste management and to make Islamabad a cleaner city

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD : A meeting
was held under the chair-
manship of CDA (Capital
Development Authority)
Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa on solid waste
management for Islam-
abad. The meeting was
attended by consultants
from NESPAK, Members

Environment, and rele-
vant officers from the
Sanitation  Directorate

of CDA. The meeting
was aimed at devising an
integrated solid waste
management system for
Islamabad that meets the

needs and requirements
of population and city.
The meeting reviewed
the progress made so
far. Chairman CDA Mu-
hammad Ali Randhawa
stressed the importance
of completing all nec-
essary documentation
swiftly to ensure a timely
launch of the integrated
solid waste management
system. He also empha-
sized that the process
should be completed as
soon as possible in con-
sultation with NESPAK.
The Chairman further
urged NESPAK’s team
to examine successful

waste management mod-
els across Pakistan, in-
cluding mega cities like
Lahore, Rawalpindi, and
others where outsourc-
ing of waste management
services has already
been implemented. He
emphasized that efforts
must be made to main-
tain high standards of
solid waste management
services. During the
meeting, it was highlight-
ed that the solid waste
management services
would cover all areas
of Islamabad, including
urban, rural, and indus-
trial zones. It was also

decided that the team of
NESPAK would visit var-
ious parts of the city, as
well as local Union Coun-
cils (UCs) in Islamabad,
to better wunderstand
the waste management
needs and requirement
of the local population.
The Chairman concluded
the meeting by calling for
strong teamwork among all
stakeholders, including the
consultants from NESPAK.
He reiterated that collec-
tive efforts are necessary
to address the population’s
needs regarding solid waste
management and to make
Islamabad a cleaner city.

1551 signs working protocol with Myanmar think-tank

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) and the
Myanmar Institute of
Strategic and Internation-
al Studies (MISIS) today
signed a Working Protocol
aimed at fostering deep-
er collaboration between
the two think-tanks. The
virtual signing ceremony
marks a significant mile-
stone in enhancing coop-
eration on both sides. The
event was attended by the
Myanmar Ambassador in
Islamabad and the Paki-
stan’s Cd’A in Yangoon.
Dr. Khurram Abbas, Di-
rector of the India Study
Centre at ISSI, moderated
the event, who highlight-
ed that this Protocol is a
testament to the commit-
ment of both institutions
to develop joint research
and promote policy adviso-

ry on issues of mutual in-
terest. In his remarks, DG
ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood emphasized the
importance of this collabo-
ration, particularly in the
wake of rapidly evolving
international landscape.
He noted that robust re-
search, informed analysis,
and scholarly cooperation
are essential in under-
standing global changes
and their impacts. Fur-
thermore, he underlined
Pakistan’s long-standing
relationship with Myan-

] "ol

mar, noting that the two
countries share decades
of cooperation across dip-
lomatic, economic, securi-
ty, and cultural spheres.
Additionally, he stated
that the Protocol is part of
ISSI’s broader efforts to
strengthen ties with think-
tanks in ASEAN member
states, and lauded the val-
uable contributions of the
Embassies in Islamabad
and Yangoon to the estab-
lishment of ASEAN Cor-
ner at ISSI. Ambassador
U Thant Kyaw, Chairman

of MISIS, expressed grat-
itude to all those involved
in bringing this Protocol
to fruition. He stressed
that it symbolizes mutu-
al respect and trust, lay-
ing a solid foundation for
future cooperation and
joint research endeavors.
Myanmar’s Ambassador
to Pakistan, H.E. Wunna
Han, described the sign-
ing as a milestone in the
relationship between the
two sides. He noted that
this Protocol will further
promote collaborative re-
search projects, serving
as a positive reflection
of Pakistan-Myanmar re-
lations. Ambassador Han
also recognized the cru-
cial role that think-tanks
like ISSI and MISIS play
in shaping future poli-
cy directions. Pakistan’s
Chargé d “Affaires in Yan-
goon, Mr. Anwar Zeb, re-
iterated the commitment
of the Pakistan Mission

to support collaboration
between ISSI and MISIS.
He highlighted the impor-
tance of think-tank coop-
eration in advancing the
development of cordial
bilateral relations and as-
sured continued support
for future joint initiatives.
The Protocol sets forth a
framework for collabora-
tive activities, including the
exchange of researchers
and data, joint events, and
programs, as well as the in-
itiation of research projects
on pressing regional issues.
Both institutions agreed to
designate focal persons for
coordinating follow-up on col-
laborative projects and shar-
ing relevant publications.
The signing ceremony con-
cluded with a reaffirmation
of mutual commitment to
explore new avenues for ac-
ademic and research cooper-
ation, contributing to a deep-
er understanding of regional
and international issues.

Call for effective efforts
to fight drug abuse

PESHAWAR:The speakers at an awareness seminar on
Thursday called for collective and effective measures to
curb use of drug among youth and serious social issues aris-
ing out of it. The one-day seminar was organized by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Center of Excellence on Countering Violent
Extremism (KPCECVE) on prevention of increasing drug
use among youth and elimination of crime. The aim of the
seminar was to create awareness and awareness regarding
the increasing use of drugs among the youth and the seri-
ous social and security issues arising out of it.—APP

Tareen wows
quality
education
provisionin
S Punjah

LODHRAN: Jahangir Khan
Tareen, founder of the Ta-
reen Education Foundation,
said on Thursday that the
foundation’s primary goal
was to provide quality educa-
tion to students in Lodhran
and across south Punjab.
He stated that he was de-
termined to improve the fa-
cilities in public schools and
provide as many resources as
possible to these institutions.
“If schools are better, Paki-
stan’s future will be better,”
Jahangir Khan Tareen said in
his speech. He further high-
lighted that the foundation
has fully supported strength-
ening the public school
system. Tareen expressed
these views while addressing
students participating in the
South Punjab Mathematics
Contest, organized by the
Tareen Education Foun-
dation. He shared that his
motivation is purely driven
by a sense of public service,
“There is nothing behind this
effort but the desire to serve
the people. Though I have
left politics, both my son
and I will continue our wel-
fare initiatives. The people
of Lodhran are close to my
heart, and I want to give back
the immense love they have
shown me.” —APP

Naval chief
inaugurates
Bahria univer-
sity college of

medicine

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf on Thursday inaugu-
rated Bahria University Col-
lege of Medicine (BUCM) in
the Federal Capital. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf appreciated
the Bahria University’s ser
vices and achievements in
providing quality education
in various fields, a Pakistan
Navy news release said. -
Advertisement - He under-
scored that while there were
many opportunities and chal-
lenges ahead, BUCM would
evolve into a premier institu-
tion for providing top-quality
medical education. The Naval
Staff emphasized that the pro-
fessionalism, commitment and
dedication of faculty members
were crucial to establish the
campus as one of the leading
medical institutes in the coun-
try. Earlier, during his wel
come address, Rector Bahria
University Vice Admiral (R)
Asif Khaliq acknowledged the
support provided by Pakistan
Navy in developing the campus.
The Project Director of Bahria
University Health Sciences
Islamabad presented details of
the project and highlighted the
facilities available for students.
The Naval Chief also visited
various facilities at the campus
and appreciated state of the

art infrastructure._ APP
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Country: Pakistan

ORICs, BICs and ISF Programmes)
Loan No./Credit No.: 6438-PK
Reference No.: PK-HEC-447295-CS-CQS

Name of Project: Higher Education Developmentin Pakistan (HEDP)

Assignment Title: Selection of Consulting Firm to conduct Tracer Study for Pakistani Startups
Graduated from Academic Incubators at HEIs of Pakistan (Facilitated through

J

Higher Education Development in Pakistan (HEDP) and intends

Programmes).

fee(s)/ charge(s).
3. Theattention of interested Consulting Firms is drawn to Section ll,

conflictof interest.
2016, revised November 2017, and August 2018

5. Avirtual Information Session shall be held on October 15, 2024,

business hours).
6. TheExpression of Interest must be delivered to the address below

7. Theaddress(es) referred to above s (are);

Procurement Specialist (HEDP)

Project Coordination Unit (PCU)

Higher Education Development in Pakistan (HEDP) Project Higher Education Commission
Sector H-9/4, Islamabad, Pakistan 051-90400120
procurement.hedp@hec.gov.pk

1. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of
to apply part of the proceeds for
procuring services of a credible Consulting Firm to conduct Tracer Study for Pakistani Startups
Graduated from Academic Incubators at HEIs of Pakistan (Facilitated through ORICs, BICs and ISF

2. The Higher Education Commission now invites eligible Consulting Firms to express their interest in
providing the said Services as further detailed in the Terms of Reference, which may be downloaded
from the website https:/lwww.hec.gov.pklenglish/news/Pages/TendersRFPs.aspx without any

of the World Bank's “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” July 2016 [revised November
2017 and August 2018] (‘Procurement Regulations”), setting forth the World Bank's policy on

4. The Consulting Firm will be selected in accordance with the Consultant's Qualifications Selection
(CQS) method as set out in the World Bank's “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” July

Time) to familiarise the potential applicants with the Terms of Reference (available at the HEC
website) and ensuing procurement process. Interested Consulting Firms may obtain the
respective meeting link/ invite via writing an email addressed to the undersigned
(procurement.hedp@hec.gov.pk) between October 11, 2024,

later than 1500 hours (Pakistan Standard Time) on Qctober 22, 2024. For expressions sent
electronically, Project Coordination Unitwill acknowledge receipt of the same via return email. In the
absence of such canfirmation/ receipt, please contact the address given below

paragraphs, 3.14,3.16, and 3.17

at 10:00 AM (Pakistan Standard

and October 14, 2024 (during

(in person or by surface mail) not

PID(1)2378/24
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day
Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day

Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmenistan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech Republic
National Day
Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Excise and
Taxation Department in Islam-
abad has come under criticism
for imposing hefty fines on ve-
hicle owners for using private
number plates or for having
unpaid vehicle tokens. Excise
officials have set up multiple
checkpoints across various
roads in the capital, where
they stop vehicles to check for
non-standard number plates or
pending token taxes. Motorists
have complained that these
fines are excessively high, with
no leniency shown. One vehicle
owner shared his experience,
explaining that he was stopped
at a checkpoint and asked to

-

'Excise dept. fleecing people by
imposing unwarranted fines

It is common practice for tax authorities to notify taxpayers via SMS or written communication
when payments are due. However, the Excise Department has failed to send such reminders to

vehicle owners regarding their token dues

present his vehicle registra-
tion card. Upon inspecting the
card, the official immediately
suspended the vehicle’s status,
citing the use of a non-stand-
ard number plate. The owner
explained that he had just ac-
quired the new plate and in-
tended to replace it later that
day. Despite this, the official re-
fused to accept his explanation.
The situation worsened when
the official pointed out that the
vehicle’s token was overdue.
Although the outstanding token
amount was only Rs 6,000, the
Excise officials imposed a fine
of Rs 10,000. The owner plead-
ed that he was willing to pay
the due token amount on the

adamant and did not relent. It
is common practice for tax au-
thorities to notify taxpayers via
SMS or written communication
when payments are due. Howev-
er, the Excise Department has
failed to send such reminders
to vehicle owners regarding
their token dues. Furthermore,
vehicle owners have raised con-
cerns about the quality of the
number plates provided by the
department. Many complain
that the plates are substand-
ard, with the numbers fading
over time, forcing people to
purchase replacement plates
from the open market. MEAN-
WHILE, The excise department
is providing civic facilities to

to get their vehicle registration
as well as access to various es-
sential services at Trail 3 on
Thursday under the ICT door-
step initiative. According to the
spokesman of the Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) admin-
istration, the service aimed to
streamline essential civic ser-
vices and bring them closer to
the community, and the excise
team will be stationed at Trail-3
parking ot from 3 to 5 pm. The
excise staff will be on-site, of-
fering a hassle-free experience
for vehicle owners seeking reg-
istration, transfers, and token
tax processing. This unprece-
dented initiative not only caters
to vehicular paperwork but also

Service. The citizens are en-
couraged to avail the opportu-
nity to obtaining your Domicile
Certificate, Birth Certificate,
Power of Attorney, Internation-
al Driving Permit, Fuel Permit
(Domestic/Commercial), or
Motor Vehicle Registration, all
at one convenient location. The
spokesman emphasized that
the Facilitation Center’s Door-
step ICT Vehicle will be pres-
ent, providing a seamless and
efficient solution for various
administrative needs. Whether
you are a vehicle owner looking
to sort out your paperwork or
in need of essential documents,
this event promises efficiency
with a touch of convenience to
the masses.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Chairman Senate, Syedaal
Khan, on Thursday called
on all political parties to
play an active role in steer-
ing the nation out of its
current crises. Speaking
during a meeting with a del-
egation that included Chair-
person of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Federal
Education and Professional
Training, Senator Bushra
Anjum Butt; former Mem-
ber of the National Assem-
bly, Agha Syed Mahmood
Shah; Balochistan Provin-
cial Assembly Member,
Fazal Qadir Sherani; former
District Nazim, Mir Nizam-
uddin Lehri; along with trib-
al elders, social workers,
journalists, and students,
he stressed that the coun-
try cannot afford political
instability and unrest at this
critical time. He said that
the government is actively
working to provide relief to

spot, but the official remained

residents of the Federal Capital

introduces the ICT Doorstep

J

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Health Dr. Mukhtar Bharath visited NIRM

o

Hospital to review the medical facilities. —APP

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Police  Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Women

L ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092
el 1 g '--1_"';
e
iy
AL
Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
R
a0,
i -
"‘ﬁ E':.I B
i1 z
Departments
CDA....covriene 922133443
CDA....covvriene 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6
5555864
5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISSI hosts Pak, Malaysia
think-tank dialogue

ISLAMABAD: In the wake of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s visit to Pakistan, the Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) hosted Pakistan-Malaysia think-tank dialogue
with its Malaysian counter-part, the International Institute of Advanced Islamic Studies
(TAIS). The IAIS delegation was led by former Minister of Education and Chairman of IAIS,
Dr. Maszlee bin Malik, said a news release issued here Wednesday. The dialogue focused on Pa-
kistan-Malaysia relations and Pakistan’s growing relations with ASEAN. The event culminated
with the renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between ISSI and IAIS, mark-
ing steady progress in their partnership aimed at reinforcing different aspects of Pakistan-Ma-
laysia relations and fostering closer collaboration between the two think-tanks. DG ISSI Ambas-
sador Sohail Mahmood extended a warm welcome to the distinguished delegation, noting that
the dialogue marked a significant moment in the evolving relationship between ISSI and IAIS.
He expressed appreciation for the first in-person visit, which coincided with the historic visit
of Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim to Pakistan. He noted the exceptional cordiality
of Pakistan-Malaysia relations and Malaysia’s steadfast support to the growth and expansion of
Pakistan-ASEAN relationship. Ambassador Sohail Mahmood also emphasized the importance
of ISSIIAIS institutional collaboration in reinforcing different aspects of Pakistan-Malaysia re-
lations and broader policy objectives on both sides; deeper understanding of their respective
regions’ dynamics through regular mutual dialogue; efforts to combat Islamophobia, and closer
people-to-people exchanges. Prof. Dr. Maszlee bin Malik reflected on the deep-rooted histor-
ical ties between Malaysia and Pakistan, particularly the strong people-to-people connections
that predate the establishment of both countries. He emphasized the significance of cultural
diplomacy and highlighted the importance of collaboration between think-tanks in address-
ing regional and global challenges, enhancing mutual understanding, and advancing Ma-
laysia-Pakistan relations, particularly in the fields of education, IT, Al, and tourism. He
expressed optimism for future cooperation, especially in ASEAN as Malaysia prepares to
assume the chairmanship in 2025. Dr. Talat Shabbir, Director of the China-Pakistan Study
Centre (CPSC) at ISSI, highlighted the Institute’s efforts in strengthening Pakistan’s ties
with ASEAN, including through close collaboration with ACI (ASEAN Committee in Islam-
abad). He also noted the establishment of “ASEAN Corner” in ISSI Library last year to
raise awareness and support for partnership with ASEAN. Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman BoG, ISSI highlighted the importance of strengthening Pakistan-Malaysia bi-
lateral relations and advancing collaboration in key areas such as trade, diplomacy and
enhancing cooperation on multilateral forums. The event concluded with the exchange of

each other’s publications and Dr. Maszlee’s visit to the ASEAN Corner.—DNA

Protestin
Rawalpindi
4000 cops
to perform

security duties

RAWALPINDI  :Rawalpindi
district police would deploy
4000 police personnel to en-
sure security arrangements
and law and order during the
possible protest of a politi-
cal party, City Police Officer
(CPO), Syed Khalid Hamdani
said here on Thursday. He
said that police personnel
would remain deployed on all
entry and exit points and main
roads. Trained squads would
be deployed to deal with such
elements who try to disturb
law and order. The CPO said
that strict legal action would
be taken against the rules vio-
lators. With the help of CCTV
cameras throughout the city,
miscreants and lawbreakers
would be identified, he said
adding, no one would be al-
lowed to disturb law and order
or damage the public and pri-
vate property. Enforcement of
the law would be ensured in
any case, he added. He urged
the parents not to allow
their children to be part of
any illegal activity.—APP

Dengue hits back with
134 highest one day cases

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Dengue surge is at
its peak as an increased number of
patients have been reported every
passing day in Rawalpindi. During the
last 24 hours, 134 new positive cases
have been reported which the new
highest one day count in Rawalpindi,
making a total of 1610 patients report-
ed since January 2024. According to
the details released by the District
Health Authority (DHA) today, the
under treatment patients in various
allied hospitals have also increased to
225 after admission of 23 new cases,
reaching closer to the beds capac-
ity in dengue specified wards with
300 beds. However, the recently an-
nounced plan by Khawaja Imran, the
minister for Primary Health Punjab,
which he unveiled during his recent
visit to the district of enhancing the
beds occupancies to double, has also
been placed. The report shows that
Holy Family Hospital (HFH) is treat-
ing the highest 80 patients admitted

in its dengue wards out of total 225
indoor patients . 76 patients are pres-
ent in Benazir Bhutto Hospital, 35 in
Rawalpindi Teaching Hospital and 34
patients are under treatment in Fauji
Foundation Hospital. The report fur-
ther reveals that the ratio between
indoor patients and the discharged
ones from the hospital has also in-
creased. To further the awareness
campaign, the health authority has
placed banners in and around the new
kachehri premises with messages re-
garding dengue preventive measures
and control. Meanwhile,The district
administration has launched an aware-
ness campaign to sensitized people
about the prevention and control of
dengue fever in the Federal Capital.
The administration bringing together
various institutions and experts and
held a series of training and aware-
ness sessions to combat the rising
spread of dengue in the city, said the
spokesman of Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) administration here. Rep-
resentatives from several ministries
participated on behalf of the Health

Department and they discussed ways
to handle dengue prevention. On the
occasion, Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz Memon, em-
phasized that the campaign’s scope
should expand further to ensure max-
imum coverage. He stated that the
awareness efforts would be carried
out in collaboration with all relevant
institutions to ensure effectiveness.
During these sessions, training
on standard operating procedures
(SOPs) to prevent dengue was provid-
ed. This included key information on
recognizing symptoms and preventive
actions the public can take to reduce
the risk of dengue. Meanwhile, the
dengue awareness campaigns are also
being conducted in public places to in-
form people about the dangers of den-
gue and what they can do to protect
themselves and their families.

The administration’s goal was to en-
sure that people from all walks of life
have access to accurate information
about the disease and preventive
measures, helping to reduce the num-
ber of cases in the region.

the public and address the
nation’s pressing issues.
He urged all political forces
to unite for the country’s
development and prosperi-
ty, adopting strategies that
offer real solutions to the
people and propel the na-
tion towards progress.

He further noted that Paki-
stan is blessed with abun-
dant natural resources,
making it essential for all
stakeholders to collaborate
for the nation’s advance-
ment. He reiterated that
through unity and effective
planning, both the public
and the country can achieve
long-term prosperity and
success. —APP

IG Islamabad
holds law and

order meeting
at CPO

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) In-
spector General of Police
(IGP), Syed Ali Nasir Riz-
vi, chaired an important
meeting on Wednesday
at the Central Police Of-
fice (CPO) to review the
law-and-order situation
in the federal capital.
According to a police
statement, the meeting
was attended by Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
Islamabad Syed Ali Raza,
Director General (DG)
Safe City Shakir Hussain
Dawar, DIG Headquar-
ters Dr. Syed Mustafa
Tanveer, and other senior
police officers. IG Islama-
bad holds law and order
meeting at CPO He said the
officers provided the IGP
with a detailed briefing on
the security measures in
place to maintain law and
order. -DNA

10 Minutes
Drive From
The Monal

Minister reviews
preparations for
upcoming SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme, Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan, on Wednes-
day visited the Capital Development Authority (CDA)
headquarters to review preparations for the upcoming
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit. He
was received and briefed by Chairman CDA, Muhammad
Ali Randhawa, along with key officials, including the In-
spector General of Islamabad, senior officers from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, CDA’s Environment and En-
gineering Wings, DC Islamabad, MCI, DMA, represent-
atives from the Baku team, and Serena Management.
A detailed briefing was given on various aspects of the
SCO summit’s preparations, including Islamabad’s beau-
tification plan, the revamping of the Jinnah Convention
Center (JCC), repair and maintenance of VIP routes ,
and security and lodging arrangements for international
delegations and dignitaries. Rana Mashhood stressed
the importance of adding festivity, colour, and vibran-
cy to the reception for international delegations. CDA
Chairman Muhammad Ali Randhawa highlighted that
preparations for the SCO Summit are in full swing.
He outlined a comprehensive beautification plan, in-
cluding landscaping, and horticulture efforts along
the VIP and alternative routes. The various design
elements including sculptures, and signage are being
placed at key areas. The major interchanges, underpass-
es, bridges, and other structures are being renovated
and painted to enhance their aesthetics. The beautifca-
tion efforts are being carried out in coordination with
the Baku team. The main routes are being decorated
with flags, digital streamers, and SMDs enhancing the
city’s beauty. The main roads are also being repaired,
with patchwork, kerb stone replacements, signage and
lane marking to ensure smooth and safe travel. The
Member Engineering provided an update on the re-
vamping of the Jinnah Convention Center, which is
near to its completion. The final touches are being
done to ensure the venue is ready to host the sum-
mit successfully and CDA has started handing over
to MOFA. Serena Management officials briefed the
delegation on lodging and hospitality arrangements
for the principal delegations. They confirmed that main
hall and rooms have been refurbished to the highest
standards, and all accommodations are nearly com-
plete. Inspector General of Police Islamabad shared
details about the special security arrangements to
ensure the safety of international delegation.—DNA
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Briefs

Public
cooperation
soughtto
contain ‘Dengue
outhreak’

ISLAMABAD: In light of
the escalating dengue fe-
ver situation in Islamabad,
District Health Officer Is-
lamabad, Zaeem Zia Thurs-
day sounded alarm and ap-
pealed residents to strictly
follow the health advisory
for dengue control as it is vi-
tal for individuals to remain
informed, adopt preventive
measures and seek medical
attention promptly if symp-
toms appeared. In an Inter-
view with a private news
channel, he stresses the
need for collective respon-
sibility in containing the
outbreak, adding, by taking
proactive steps, individuals
can significantly reduce
the risk of transmission,
safeguarding not only their

RAWALPINDI: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq inaugurated Silo Grain storage facility. MNA Isphanyar
M. Bhandara is also present on this occasion.—DNA

own health but also that
of their community. The
public is advised to wear
protective  clothing, use
mosquito repellents and
eliminate standing water in
and around their homes to
prevent mosquito breeding,
he advised. Maintaining
cleanliness and following
the Ministry’s guidelines
is crucial to reducing the

spread of dengue and pro-
tecting public health, he
mentioned. The Den-
gue Surveillance Team of
the District Health Office,
Islamabad has also been
carried out extensive sur-
veillance activities, he said,
adding, as part of the den-
gue case response, Indoor
Residual Spraying (IRS)
operations and thorough
surveillance were being
conducted to prevent fur-
ther spread of the disease.
He said meetings were
also being held between the
Executive Director of the
National Institute of Health

Federal capital schools to
be connected with internet

This will eliminate the need for patients to revisit the hospital where they initially received treatment.
Instead, they can visit any hospital in the federal capital, where doctors can access their medical
records using the identity issued under the ‘One Patient, One Identity’ system

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Under the “Smart
Islamabad” project, all schools in
the federal capital, including those
in both rural and urban areas, will
be centralized and provided with
internet connectivity and other
resources to enhance the quality
of education. “The Ministry of Ed-
ucation is actively collaborating
with the Ministry of Information
Technology on this initiative,”

said an official from the Minis-
try of Information Technology.
He further explained that the
centralized education system
would improve educational
standards in the capital without
requiring additional resources.
Under the “Smart Islamabad”
initiative, the Ministry of Infor-
mation Technology will soon
introduce the “One Patient, One
Identity” system in the federal
capital. This system will store
a patient’s complete medical

record, making it accessible
across all hospitals in the area,
including basic health units.
“This will eliminate the need
for patients to revisit the hospi-
tal where they initially received
treatment. Instead, they can vis-
it any hospital in the federal cap-
ital, where doctors can access
their medical records using the
identity issued under the ‘One
Patient, One Identity’ system,”
he added. The official also said
that separate police facilitation

and the District Health Of-

centers would be established
across the city to serve the pub-
lic, with the Inspector General
of Police, Islamabad, actively
working on the project. These
centers will refer complaints to
relevant police stations for res-
olution. Currently, one center is
operational, with work on four
more in progress. The Capital
Development Authority (CDA)
is contributing to the project,
which will soon provide Islama-
bad residents access to 150 ser-

vices, including document attes-
tation, certificate issuance, and
token tax payments. Islamabad
will serve as the pilot project for
this initiative, which aligns with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif’s vision of digitalization. The
broader plan for digital smart
cities has already been pre-
sented to the Prime Minister,
and the Federal Government
is working with the provinces
to further digitalization efforts
across the country.

ficer, Health Department,
Islamabad, to strategist on
enhancing dengue surveil-
lance and response efforts
amid the current surge in
cases.—APP

SUPARCO
to celebrate
world space

week
ISLAMABAD: The Space
and Upper Atmosphere

Research Commission (SU-
PARCO) will mark World
Space Week 2024 cele-
brations across Pakistan
through a series of activities
from October 04-10 under
the theme “Space and Cli-
mate Change”. This annual

PWD requires additional
Rs 135m for repair work

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Public Works Department (PWD) requires an additional Rs
135 million to complete the repair and renovation of government flats and blocks in
Sector G-8, Islamabad.An official from the Ministry told APP that while PWD has par-
tially completed repair and renovation works in G-8, the project will only be finalized
once the required funds are made available. The remaining works are expected to be
completed within six months after the funds are received. He said the scope of the re-
pairs includes internal and external painting of all flats, replacement of worn-out shut-
ters, bathroom repairs with all necessary accessories, replacement of glass panes, and
roof treatment. To a question, the official said that the Federal Government Employ-
ees Housing Authority (FGEHA) is actively conducting operations against unauthor-
ized commercial use of residential buildings in Sectors G-13 and G-14 of Islamabad.
The official said the authority has already issued notices to property owners engaging
in illegal commercial activities within residential areas. According to the Islamabad
Capital Territory Building Control Regulation 2020, the FGEHA has committed to
taking legal action against property owners involved in the unlawful commercial use of
residential buildings in these sectors, he added.—APP

celebration, recognized by
the United Nations, focuses
on space exploration, inno-
vation, and education. This
year’s theme highlights
the critical role that space
technology plays in address-
ing urgent climate change
issues. Given Pakistan’s
vulnerability to climate im-
pacts, this theme holds par-
ticular significance for the
country, emphasizing the
importance of space-based
solutions for sustainable
development. According
to an official source, the
inauguration ceremony of
World Space Week 2024
will be held on October
04 at the National Centre
for Remote Sensing and
Geo-Informatics (NCRG),
SUPARCO Complex, Ka-
rachi. Vice Chancellor of
Fatimiyah  International
University, Dr. Jamil Ka-
zmi will be the chief guest
of the ceremony.—APP

Globally,

Worldwide, authorities

Omer honors ‘Breast
Cancer Awareness Month’

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to stem Pakistan’s
escalating breast cancer crisis, Omer Aftab,
CEO of Pink Ribbon Thursday stresses the
need for collaborative efforts, focusing on
family-centric care, expanded rural health-
care, and impactful awareness drives to re-
duce the staggering 1 in 9 incidence rate.
As Breast Cancer Awareness Month begins,
Omer Aftab shared disturbing statistics
with PTV News that over 90,000 Pakistani
women face breast cancer diagnoses each
year, highlighting the need for immediate
attention and collective action.
breast cancer remains the most diagnosed
cancer in women. However, early detection
and advanced treatments have significantly
improved survival rates in developed coun-
tries, he said.
are strengthening screening programs,
raising public awareness, and investing in
research to improve early detection and
treatment outcomes, he added. Unfortu-
nately, despite these advancements, the
overall incidence of cancer continues to

rise globally, he highlighted. CEO of Pink
Ribbon emphasized that despite joint ef-
forts by the Pakistani government and his
organization to combat breast cancer through
awareness drives,
and familial reluctance continue to hinder
progress.
tural barriers and stigma surrounding breast
cancer discussions hold us back,” he noted
in an interview. Omer Aftab highlighted an-
other critical factor contributing to Pakistan’s
alarming breast cancer rates: the widespread
use of chemicals in agriculture and food pro-
duction. He emphasized that both the gov-
ernment and Pink Ribbon are intensifying
efforts to address this issue. He emphasized
the need for innovative therapies to combat
breast cancer in Pakistan. He said we plan to
introduce cutting-edge treatment techniques,
enhancing patient outcomes and improving
survival rates. Omer Aftab further praised
Bait-ul-Mal’s pivotal role in supporting the
treatment of underprivileged breast cancer
patients in Pakistan.—APP

societal conservatism,

We are making strides, but cul-

MOU singed to promote
voluntary blood donation

ISLAMABAD: In a landmark move
aimed at promoting voluntary blood
donations and raising awareness on
human organ issues, the Inter Univer-
sity Consortium for Promotion of So-
cial Sciences Pakistan (IUCPSS) and
the Rotary Action Group for Blood
and Organ Donation Pakistan Chapter
formalized their partnership by sign-
ing a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) during a special ceremony.

The event held in Lahore was attended
by an esteemed group of dignitaries,
including vice-chancellors, senior aca-
demics, and Rotary Club officials from
across the country. The MOU was
signed by Muhammad Murtaza Noor,
National Coordinator of IUCPSS, and
Dr. Amna Sarwar, Country Coordina-
tor for the Rotary Action Group for
Blood and Organ Donation Pakistan
Chapter. The agreement outlines a
wide range of collaborative efforts be-
tween the two organizations aimed at
addressing critical health challenges
and fostering a culture of voluntary
service. Under the terms of the MOU,
TUCPSS and the Rotary Action Group

for Blood and Organ Donation have
committed to working together to es-
tablish a national network of experts.
This expert network will facilitate
the exchange of knowledge and best
practices on issues related to volun-
tary blood donation and human organ
donation. Both organizations will col-
laborate on joint research initiatives
and publish findings that will contribute
to the national and global conversation
surrounding these vital issues. The
MOU further outlines plans to organize
a series of advocacy seminars, consulta-
tive workshops, conferences, and other
academic activities. These events will
aim to educate and engage the public,
professionals, and policymakers on the
importance of regular blood donation,
the need for organ donors, and the eth-
ical and legal considerations surround-
ing human organ donation. In addition
to academic and research activities,
both organizations have committed to
promoting a service network and fel-
lowship programs throughout Pakistan.
This will involve engaging communities
in voluntary blood donation drives and

creating opportunities for service-ori-
ented fellowship programs across the
country’s universities and community
centres. “This MOU is a significant step
toward creating a healthier and more
compassionate society,” said Muham-
mad Murtaza Noor during the signing
ceremony. “By working together, we can
harness the expertise of the academic
and health sectors to promote a culture
of voluntary blood donation and raise
awareness about the critical importance
of organ donation, he added.” Dr. Amna
Sarwar echoed these sentiments, add-
ing, “Our collaboration with IUCPSS
will enable us to reach more people,
raise greater awareness, and create a
robust support system for those who
depend on regular blood donations and
organ transplants. This partnership
is a milestone, and we look forward to
making significant strides in addressing
these health challenges in Pakistan,
she added.” The partnership between
TUCPSS and the Rotary Action Group
will also focus on launching national
campaigns that promote regular vol-
untary blood donations.

Khurram Dastgir

challenges Gandapur

ISLAMABAD: A senior leader of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Khurram
Dastgir Thursday challenged Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur to
shift focus from criticizing and prioritize development in his province, drawing inspiration
from Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif’s progress. In an exclusive interview
with a private news channel, Dastgir highlighted the stark contrast between the leader-
ship styles of the two provinces, praising Maryam Nawaz Sharif’s historic public welfare
initiatives and significant strides in Punjab. By prioritizing development and learning from
Punjab’s successes, Gandapur can improve the lives of citizens and drive economic growth
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, he mentioned. Dastgir criticized Ali Amin Gandapur’ s politics,
specifically his tenure as Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, adding, Gandapur’ s is
just only focused on personal goals, rather than the well-being of his people. As a leader,
it is essential to prioritize the needs of the people, particularly in areas like education,
healthcare, and infrastructure, he added. In contrast, Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif’s initiatives demonstrate a commitment to progress and development, he
mentioned. Her focus on education, skills development and infrastructure projects sets

a positive example for other leaders to follow, he appreciated.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-

saf (PTI) has been accused of hindering the country’s progress, particularly during Mian
Nawaz Sharif’s tenure when he was tackling critical issues like load shedding, Karachi tar-
get killings, terrorism and inflation. In 2013, PTI Chairman Imran Khan initiated protests
and blamed the government, allegedly disrupting their efforts, he said.—~DNA

Quick
implementation
of reforms must
for Pak survival

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of the Islam-
abad Women’s Chamber
of Commerce and In-
dustry (IWCCI), Farida
Rashid, said on Thurs-
day that we have wasted
a lot of time, and now
the rapid execution of
reforms is essential to
Pakistan’s continued
existence.

Following the IMF’s
approval of the loan,
Finance Minister Mo-
hammad Aurangzeb has
made it very clear how
important it is to quick-
ly implement structural
reforms to improve the
situation, she said. Pa-
kistan has a huge pub-
lic sector, a huge debt
load, falling human de-
velopment indicators,
and an environment
that doesn’t encourage
investment or growth
because of years of in-
adequate management,
lack of fiscal discipline,
political instability,
corruption, and giving
in to the greedy elite,
she added. Talking to
businesswomen, Fari-
da Rashid, who has re-
cently been elected as
a member of the exec-
utive committee of the
IWCCI, said that Paki-
stan needs to change
its development model
because it is based on
the government getting
involved in everything
resulting in heavy loss-
es. She noted that a
small group of political,
landed, and business
elite have been able to
take advantage by get-
ting protectionist poli-
cies implemented and
receiving special treat-
ment through subsidies
and lower taxes which
has damaged the econ-
omy a lot.

While the majority of
the population has to
deal with an unsustaina-
ble economic burden, the
country is becoming more
vulnerable to shocks like
natural disasters, which
have destroyed commu-
nities and infrastructure
worth billions of rupees
and killed thousands of
people, she added. Ac-
cording to Farida Rashid,
one of the main problems
with the economy is that
government spending
keeps going up. The pub-
lic sector exhibits a cul-
ture of waste, squandering
large amounts of money
on unnecessary activities,
and government offices
consistently exceed their
budgets by spending mon-
ey they don’t need.
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Education system
in Gaza strip

E T was clear from the outset of the war on Gaza that Israel would not al-

low the residents of the Gaza Strip to continue their lives in any aspect,

foremost among them housing, health, and education. Homes, hospitals,
and most schools, which turned into shelters for the displaced, were targeted
to completely eliminate the educational process within the sector. Earlier,
the Palestinian Ministry of Education revealed that 10,000 students and 400
teachers had been martyred in the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip since
October 7 of last year. The ministry stated that 39,000 high school students from Gaza
did not sit for the general secondary examination last year due to the ongoing aggression
since October 7, adding that the occupation deprived ten thousand school and university
students in the enclave of their right to education, including 450 high school students, in
addition to the martyrdom of 400 teachers. For its part, the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) announced that all
its schools in the Gaza Strip were closed due to the war, depriving 300,000 children
of education. UNRWA said that more than 625,000 students have been deprived of
education since the war on Gaza began, while 22,000 teachers lost their jobs in the
education sector.In a post on X platform at the beginning of last month, UNRWA
Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini said that over 600,000 children are suffer-
ing from severe trauma and are living under the rubble, still deprived of education,
half of whom were in UNRWA schools. He warned that “the longer children remain
out of school, the greater the risk of losing a generation.” He continued, “More than
70% of our schools in Gaza have been destroyed or damaged, the majority of which
have become overcrowded shelters for hundreds of thousands of displaced families
and cannot be used for education.” Hundreds of thousands of displaced individuals
from across the Gaza Strip sought refuge in UNRWA schools, government schools,
and private schools in search of safety and to escape Israeli bombardment. Howev-
er, many of these schools turned into pools of blood after being targeted by Israeli
aircraft. The Government Media Office (GMO) and the International Commission
to Support the Rights of the Palestinian People documented Israel’s targeting of
181 shelters since the onset of the war, including 152 schools belonging to UN-
RWA, as well as government and private schools that were occupied by the
displaced. The number of martyrs among the displaced within these shelters
surpassed 1,040. According to GMO documentation, the occupation army delib-
erately destroyed 15 vital sectors, including education. It completely destroyed
117 schools and universities and partially destroyed 332 others, in addition to
killing 500 teachers and school administrators, 100 scholars, researchers, and
university professors, as well as 9,000 school and university students. Ismail Tha-
wabta, the GMO Director General said that the past months of war witnessed 9,000
deaths, along with 1.8 million cases of various illnesses due to the conditions of war
and displacement. Thawabta affirmed in an interview with Al Jazeera that Israel is
committing massacres and targeting all means of life in Gaza, including schools and
hospitals, as part of military pressures to achieve political goals.
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Return of ‘Great Game’

EN have not always acquiesced in the perpetual quadrille of the Bal-

ance of Power. They have often wished that the music would stop

and that they could sit out a dance without maintaining the ceaseless
watch on each other ... The simplest ‘solution’ for anarchy, as Hobbes held,
is that one Power should subdue all the rest.” — A.J.P. Taylor, The Struggle for
Mastery in Europe 1848 - 1918 RT, the controversial news media platform ide-
ologically aligned with the Kremlin, doesn’t mince words. A big op-ed headline
reads: “Putin just announced Russia’s own Monroe Doctrine: The president has
cleared up any ambiguity about how Moscow will respond to any new threats in
its backyard”. Since the last century, the Monroe Doctrine has become synon-
ymous with the practice of spheres of influence, and the idea fits the Russian
leader’s conception of the Ukraine war to a tee. “One of the outcomes of Rus-
sia’s military operation should be a growing awareness among neighbouring
countries that looking for a fight with Moscow is a bad idea, and that Nato won’t
be able to protect them,” the RT writer declared. “Furthermore, the West must
recognise that by inciting Russia’s neighbours to wage war against it, it risks
prompting a nuclear war. That is an approach James Monroe would certainly
have approved of.” The writer was referring to the early 19th century US presi-
dent after whom the famous doctrine was named. While notionally anti-imperial-
ist against the old European powers, in essence, it declared the Americas to be
off limits because they were now the backyard of the United States. Rightly or
wrongly, the RT writer is arguing that Putin will not tolerate Nato membership
for Ukraine, to the extent that he is literally willing to go nuclear to prevent that
from happening. So, when justretired Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg said in one
of his last official interviews that Ukraine’s path to Nato was “irreversible”, that
prospect would be truly frightening. Stoltenberg had a foolhardy tendency to
double down on failure, even when he recognised it as such. One can only hope
his successor, Mark Rutte, will be more rational. Ukraine is not worth a nuclear
war, even or especially for the Ukrainians. China’s nine-dash line, which claims
almost 90 per cent of the South China Sea as its own maritime territories, is
usually seen as an assertion of territorial sovereign ownership. But in a less
militaristic way, it may be more useful to consider it as a claim defining a sphere
of influence. Asean countries, except recently the Philippines under Ferdinand
Marcos Jnr, understand that and play such a game of power dynamics accord-
ingly. The US is determined to deny a sphere of influence to China - hence the
Quad, Aukus, a strengthened alliance with South Korea and Japan, and flirting
with Taiwan’s secessionism, perhaps to provoke a cross-strait war, and a possi-
ble expansion of Nato into the Asia-Pacific. But while Washington wants to con-
centrate on containing China, the war in Ukraine and now a looming regional
war in the Middle East are proving to be more than distracting. It’s becoming
doubtful whether Washington has the intellectual or strategic resources, and
the commitment of allies, to truly pivot to Asia. A tempting strategy for the US,
therefore, is to provoke a regional war — most likely a proxy one over Taiwan la
Ukraine - in the next few years, to derail or at least slow down China’s economic
development and geopolitical ambitions.

What is at the root of Israel’s
aggression in Lebanon?

Ata Sahit

Lebanese Health Minister
Firaz Abiad confirmed that
the dead included more
than 160 women and chil-
dren, while an estimated
2,000 people have been
injured since the start of
Israel’s air strikes on Leb-
anon. The Israeli army,
in a separate statement,
said that 1,300 targets
were struck during the air
strikes.= The horror for the
Lebanese people, however,
started when thousands of
pagers exploded simultane-
ously across the country on
September 17, resulting in
the deaths of 12 people and
injuries to 3,000 others. A
day later, handheld radio
devices exploded across the
country, leading to 20 more
deaths and 450 injuries

The

Shafaqat Rasool

The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) says
there are three bases
near Tel Aviv targeted.
Allies countries of
Israel are standing with
them, and world leaders
call for de-escalation
after Iran’s missile on
Israel. UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres condemned
the “broadening conflict
in the Middle East.”
Russia is a key player
and a strategic ally of
Iran. Russia’s stance over
the situation the United
States approaches in the
Middle

EBANON is experiencing its bloodiest days
since 1990 when the years-long civil war end-

ed in a maelstrom of death and destruction.
Devastating Israeli air strikes on Lebanon since Sep-
tember 23 have killed over 1,000 people, including
Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah, and left about one
million homeless. Lebanese Health Minister Firaz
Abiad confirmed that the dead included more than
160 women and children, while an estimated 2,000
people have been injured since the start of Israel’s air
strikes on Lebanon. The Israeli army, in a separate
statement, said that 1,300 targets were struck during
the air strikes.= The horror for the Lebanese people,
however, started when thousands of pagers exploded
simultaneously across the country on September 17,
resulting in the deaths of 12 people and injuries to
3,000 others. A day later, handheld radio devices ex-
ploded across the country, leading to 20 more deaths
and 450 injuries. The prevailing hypothesis is that the
explosions were the result of an Israeli intelligence
operation involving the placement of explosives in
the pagers and radios. However, these air strikes and
explosions have brought one critical issue into sharp
focus. The long-standing conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah in Lebanon has entered a new phase. All
available evidence suggests that Israel is aiming to
extend its year-long occupation and genocide in Gaza
to Lebanon. This raises the moot questions: what
drives Israel’s increasing aggression, and how has
the situation escalated to this point? When Israel’s
statehood and its historical trajectory are examined,
it becomes evident that the state has thrived on con-
flict and crisis. The formal occupation of Palestinian
territories and the displacement of the Palestinian
people began on May 14, 1948, long before Tel Aviv
launched its brutal war on October 7, 2023. The or-
igins of this occupation can be traced to the Zionist
movement that emerged in the late 19th century, the
British mandate over Palestine, and the 1947 United
Nations plan to partition Palestine. On the day the
occupation was declared, Jewish settlers occupied ap-
proximately 55 percent of Palestinian land allocated
to them by the United Nations. Through subsequent
wars, the extent of this occupation expanded. By the
end of the 1948 war, the occupied territories grew to
78 percent, and following the Six-Day War in 1967, Is-
rael seized control of East Jerusalem, Gaza, the Sinai
Peninsula, the West Bank, the city of Quneitra, and

burning Mi

RAN attacks Israeli aggression in Lebanon

with a massive ballistic missile salvo. IDF

has claimed 180 missiles fired at Israeli ter-
ritory, with immediate reports of no casualties.
Iran is challenging claiming that hits targeted
90% of missiles successfully, but one fact is
undeniable Iranian Missiles barrage the se-
curity. Iran has vowed a crushing response
if Israel retaliates. The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) says there are three bas-
es near Tel Aviv targeted. Allies countries of
Israel are standing with them, and world lead-
ers call for de-escalation after Iran’s missile
on Israel. UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres condemned the “broadening conflict in
the Middle East.” Russia is a key player and
a strategic ally of Iran. Russia’s stance over
the situation the United States approaches in
the Middle East was a “complete failure,” and
criticism of the White House’s incomprehen-
sible statements demonstrates its complete
helplessness in resolving the crisis. However,
the United States calls it a significant escala-
tion and vows to help allies defend it. Attacks
come after Israeli forces launched ground
incursions into Lebanon. Hezbollah denies
ground invasion; they are high in morals and
ready to face any action.
The aim of the retaliation response was very
strongly expressed by Jerusalem’s PM Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who held a meeting with
heads of the security establishment in Tel
Aviv and sent a video message after the attack
vowing to revenge his Argentine message to
citizens and his statement Iran’s made a big
mistake, the regime of Iran did not understand

the Syrian Golan Heights. Throughout this process,
more than six million Palestinians were displaced and
forcibly removed from their lands. Palestinians not
only constitute the largest diaspora in the world, but
nearly half of those living inside occupied Palestine
are already displaced. From the 1948 Nakba through
to Israel’s current onslaught on Gaza, Palestinians
forcefully displaced by Israel, in numbers. n essence,
Israel has continued to occupy increasing portions of
Palestinian land. Reports indicate that by the end of
2023, less than 15 percent of the land remained under
Palestinian control. Historical evidence clearly shows
Israel as the occupying state whose territorial expan-
sion has been fueled by conflict and war. Although
Israel’s occupation is partly driven by the ambit on
to establish a so-called ‘greater Israel’, a fundamental
motivation stems from the belief that Jews are a su-
perior, God-chosen people and that Palestine is their
promised land. Israel Shahak, the president of the Is-
rael Association for Human Rights and Citizenship,
notes that, from an Israeli perspective, everything is
divided into categories of Jews and non-Jews. Accord-
ing to him, in the Jewish state, only Jews are regarded
as human beings, while non-Jews are seen as lesser
beings. This viewpoint suggests that non-Jews exist
primarily as a means to produce resources for Jews.
From this Zionist perspective, the expulsion of non-
Jews from the Promised Land is considered, above
all, a religious obligation. The south of Lebanon rep-
resents a significant part of Israel’s expansionist am-
bitions. Since the establishment of Israel, the region
has been repeatedly subjected to attacks by the Israe-
li army, and major wars have been fought. The most
recent and bloodiest large-scale conflict between
Lebanese Hezbollah and the Israeli army occurred in
2006. Referred to in Israel as the ‘Second Lebanon
War’ and internationally known as the ‘33-Day War’,
it began on July 12, 2006, and ended on August 14,
2006, marking a turning point in Lebanese-Israeli re-
lations. In this extensive war initiated by Israel, an es-
timated 40,000 Israeli troops were mobilised, and the
Israeli Air Force conducted an average of 270 combat
sorties per day. As a result of these air strikes, at least
15,000 homes were completely destroyed. Additional-
ly, more than 30 critical infrastructure sites, includ-
ing airports, commercial ports, hydroelectric power
plants, oil refineries, and 80 bridges, were obliterat-
ed. The strikes also claimed the lives of nearly 1,200

determination to defense our self, whoever
attacks us we attack them. Due to tension,
this fight has a high chance of escalating into a
large area in the Middle East region. The ME
region in the last decades has been unstable
and facing a lot of security threats, civil wars,
great power competition, and war and terror.
This war between two regional stakeholders
has consequences for the whole world. Flights
have been suspended and rerouted across the
Middle East; Pakistan International Airlines
has stopped using Iranian airspace.

Scholars of International Relations such as
Professor John Mearsheimer raise concerns
of a dangerous escalation in the Middle East
direct war between Iran and Israel; his argu-
ment is “ Israel is in trouble” due to the size of
Israel and geographical location cant’ allow to
go full of war with Iran, and both are enemies
of each other with a long history. Hezbollah
leader Nasrallah was killed by the Israel strike
in Lebanon; he was the game-changer leader
of Hezbollah, and Iran has been under huge
pressure from their people for a response to
Israel for tasking revenge on Nasralluh and
Ismail Haniyeh for his death on Iranian soil,
which exposes the security of Iran. Massive
attacks on Iran have also been embarrassing
for Iran if they do not respond to their ene-
my. Iran’s Revolutionary Guard (IRGC) said
the missile attack was in response to the as-
sassinations of Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah
and Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran. It
attacks Iran intentionally or in desperation, but
Iran’s responses are well calculated. When Iran
attacked Israel for the first time, the Iron Dome

Lebanese civilians and 180 Hezbollah members. In
retaliation, Lebanese Hezbollah launched 4,000 mis-
siles at Israel, resulting in the death of 165 Israelis.
Moreover, the Israeli army executed 170,000 artillery
strikes against various targets, while the Israeli navy
conducted 2,500 strikes on coastal targets. Despite
the war’s devastating impact on Lebanon, Israel was
forced to retreat due to the geopolitical realities of
the time, resulting in a temporary detente between
the two sides. However, this period of de-escalation
appears to have ended, as tensions have risen again,
and the region seems on the brink of another full-scale
war. The addition of infantry and armoured troops
suggests that Israel’s invasion has moved beyond lim-
ited commando raids, but its military says it has no
plans for a wider push. Since the onset of what has
been referred to as the genocide in Gaza, history has
witnessed an unprecedented level of barbarism rarely,
if ever, seen in recent times. Over the past year, this
genocide has resulted in the death of nearly 42,000
people, with 10,000 missing and 100,000 reported in-
jured. Addressing the world from the podium at the
79th United Nations (UN) General Assembly, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan made a passionate
plea to the international community to intervene and
stop the murderous Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Recent developments indicate that Leb-
anon is becoming the next target in this genocidal
policy. It can be argued that the primary reason for Is-
rael intending to implement a policy similar to that in
Gaza in southern Lebanon is the impunity they have
enjoyed for their actions in Gaza over the past year,
the lack of an anticipated response to their attacks
on Lebanese Hezbollah, and the significant erosion of
Iran’s deterrence capabilities, as exemplified by the
case of the assassination of Ismail Haniyeh. For an
extended period, Israel has conducted lethal attacks
against Lebanese Hezbollah, resulting in the death
of numerous senior officials. However, the response
from Lebanese Hezbollah has been markedly inade-
quate, largely limited to rhetorical statements and
ineffective rocket and missile attacks. This situation
has emboldened the most radical government in Is-
rael’s history, sending a message of opportunity that
encourages even more radical actions.

Regrettably, the primary victims of this ongoing con-
flict have been Lebanese civilians and, by extension,
humanity itself.

ddle East region

was an Israeli mobile all-weather air defense
system; the most advanced air radar intercept-
ed almost all missiles. Also, scholars’ criticism
of Iranian defense and capability, this response
accurately hits inside Israel. Attacks on Iran U.S.
intelligence shared reports with the Israeli gov-
ernment that massive missiles will be launched
by Iran—Israel authority on high alert after the
U.S. shared the information with them.

Israel has a powerful military to target any in-
stallation and use advanced technology to attack
sites in the region, such as Lebanon, Iraq, Syria,
and Yemen. Israel’s eyes are on all active people
or any group supporting the Palestinian cause,
and recently Pager attacked thousands inside
Lebanon using explosive materials intelligently.
Israel-Iran tensions are escalating, while Israel’s
aims target Iran’s leadership directly, moving be-
yond proxy conflict, Iranian top figures, Hamas
leadership, Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah the tar-
get of Israel. Israel is finding a solid reason to
attack Iran and their strategy to launch an air
strike on the nuclear plan of Iran and firstlev-
el leadership. This raises concerns over region-
al stability, potential humanitarian crises, and
broader international.

The impact of the war disturbed the sea routes
of trade and rising prices of oil and gas amid ten-
sion; the Red Sea has become a battleground for
shippers since the Iran-backed militant Houthis
began their campaign targeting ships traveling
through the waterway, which once saw $1 trillion
a year of cargo pass through. Non-State holder
Houthis have targeted more than 80 merchant
vessels with missiles and drones since the war in
Gaza started last October.
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Briefs

Pakistan,
Malaysia...

FroMm Pace 01
source of inspiration for him.
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him has been a prominent
advocate of humanitarian
causes and Islamic values
throughout his political ca-
reer. His leadership is marked
by a profound commitment to
promoting social justice and
addressing global issues af-
fecting the Islamic world. He
has also been a voice for the
causes of self-determination
movements and has particu-
larly stood against oppression
across the world. He contin-
ues to work tirelessly to coun-
ter Islamophobia striving to
create interfaith harmony by
fostering understanding and
respect between different cul-
tures and religions. The Cere-
mony was attended by Prime
Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif, Federal Ministers,
Services Chiefs, diplomats,
and senior government offi-
cials. The President also host-
ed a state dinner in honour of
the visiting Malaysian Prime
Minister and his delegation.

Malaysia
welcomes...

From Pace 01
With PM Shehbaz con-
gratulating his Malaysian
counterpart on Malaysia’s
upcoming Chairmanship of
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, (ASEAN
)Jin 2025, the honourable
visiting dignitary welcomed
Pakistan’s continued en-
gagement with ASEAN as
a Sectoral Dialogue Partner
and expressed support for
further engagement be-
tween Pakistan and ASEAN
as well as Pakistan’s larger
role in ASEAN. Setting the
tone and future direction of
bilateral relations between
the two countries, the two
leaders stressed the impor-
tance of dialogue and ex-
changes of visits at all levels
and underlined the impor-
tance of the Joint Ministeri-
al Commission (JMC), bilat-
eral consultations and other
mechanisms to enhance en-
gagement at all levels.

‘No leniency
to be shown..

From Pace 01

is of utmost importance for
the country. “Paramilitary
forces, army and Rangers
have been called in. We have
to ensure security in the
[federal capital],” he added.
Naqvi said the country’s
interest should be given
priority over political goals,
stating that no act that could
tarnish the country’s im-
age should be avoided. “We
hope that KP CM [Ali Amin
Gandapur] will not resort to
any move that could bring
disrepute to the country.”

Three
Islamabad..

From Pace 01
Addressing the press confer-
ence, Islamabad Bar Coun-
cil’s Ali Imran Abbasi, along
with other senior members,
expressed concerns over the
amendments, claiming they
were designed to serve spe-
cific individuals and political
parties. He further added
that the amendments would
undermine the judiciary, re-
ducing the Supreme Court’s
powers to those of a session
judge. Abbasi pointed out
that recent amendments
aimed at curbing judicial in-
dependence by dismissing
judges who opposed certain
political agendas. The bar
associations also demand-
ed the Supreme Court Bar
Association withdraw its re-
view petition of Article 63A,
accusing the Chief Justice of
playing a facilitator’s role in
passing these amendments.

PPP
announces..

From Pack 01
It is noteworthy that Ja-
maat-e-Islami will hold a Mil-
lion March on October 7 on
Embassy Road in Islamabad
to express solidarity with
Gaza and Lebanon. Bilawal
Bhutto, while speaking on
the occasion, said that de-
spite ideological differences,
“we stand together on this
issue. The whole of Pakistan
must unite, political parties
are not ready to shake hands
due to differences, but this is
a positive step forward in Pa-
kistan’s politics.” He also as-
sured Hafiz Naeem that PPP
would support Jamaat-e-Islami
on this issue, and that togeth-
er, “we will send a message
to the world that we stand
with the people of Gaza.”

Pakistan team to tour
Australia on October 30

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi meets Australian High Commissioner Neil Hawkins

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Interior Mohsin Naqvi met
with Australian High Commis-
sioner Neil Hawkins at Ministry
of Interior today. Interior Min-
ister welcomed the Australian
High Commissioner upon his

arrival.

During the meeting, bilateral re-
lations and matters of mutual in-
terest were discussed in detail.
It was agreed to enhance coop-
eration in border management
and counter-human trafficking.
It was also considered to desig-
nate Islamabad Capital Territory
and Australian Capital Territory

as sister cities.

Mohsin Naqvi stated that Paki-
stan cricket team will visit Aus-
tralia on October 30, and hoped
that the tour will provide an ex-
cellent opportunity for the peo-
ple of both countries to witness
exciting games. He further said
that No Objection Certificates
(NOCs) will be issued to Paki-
stani women cricketers to partic-
ipate in Australia’s Women Big
Bash League. Australian High
Commissioner Neil Hawkins as-

sured that Australia will provide
cooperation in training, young
women’s cricket, and blind crick-
et team. The Australian High
Commissioner also presented a
cricket bat autographed by the
Australian Cricket team to the
Interior Minister .

Interior Minister stated that a
full team has been deployed for
border management and coun-
ter-human trafficking, which
was working day and night to
prevent human smuggling to
Australia and other countries.
He added that efforts are being
made to enhance the capacity
of the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) in this regard.
Australian High Commission-
er Neil Hawkins offered that
Pakistan can benefit from Aus-
tralia’s modern border man-
agement techniques and equip-
ment. Interior welcomed the
High Commissioner’s offer.

On the occasion, It was agreed
to hold the meeting of Joint
Working Group in Australia
during December. Interior
Minister also said that Paki-
stan is providing all possible
facilities for the relocation of
Afghan refugees in Australia.

Broad sees ‘Bazball’ style as
winning formula for England

England’s ex-Test cricketer thinks Pakistan has ‘not been playing
the best cricket’ lately

MULTAN: Former Eng-
land Test cricketer Stuart
Broad has predicted that
England’s ‘Bazball’ style
“will work” against Paki-
stan in the upcoming Test
series which is part of the
ICC World Test Champi-
onship 2023-25. The first
and second Test matches
in the bilateral series are
set to be played in Mul-
tan, starting from Octo-
ber 7. England’s Bazball
approach first proved suc-
cessful for them when the
team marked a historic 3-0
series win in Pakistan in
2022 and Broad believes it
will work just as well this
time. “I think the style
will work in Pakistan, for
sure,” said Broad during
an interview ahead of the
launch of Inside Lord’s,
Marylebone Cricket Club’s
(MCC) new digital plat-

form. “It was a great tour
to Pakistan in 2022, all the
players really enjoyed it
and ultimately, England’s
batting group are wonder-
ful players of spin.” The
owner of 604 Test wickets
further praised his nation-
al team’s batting group’s
“positive and aggressive”
skills and said that they
can “find the boundary
and don’t get tied down by
spin”. He added: “England
will have to play that fast-
paced cricket to force re-
sults over there, because
you generally do need five
days to make something
happen.” The 38-year-
old former cricketer also
highlighted that the Men
in Green “have not been
playing the best cricket”
which, he believes, the
England team should see
as a positive chance to

put Pakistan under pres-
sure. Broad said Pakistan,
who were defeated 2-0 at
home by Bangladesh last
month, would be looking
to take advantage of Eng-
land’s inexperienced fast
bowling lineup, but the
visitors must capitalise on
the hosts’ underwhelm-
ing form. “Pakistan have
not been playing the best
cricket. They’'ve been
struggling, so England
should see that as a pos-
itive and go there trying
to apply pressure to that
team as soon as they possi-
bly can,” Broad said. “But
we always know Pakistan,
they've got world-class
talent and players that
can win a game on their
own. It won’t be an easy
challenge. “The surfaces
(in Pakistan) were a bit
slower and turned, but in

their recent series they’ve
had a bit of green grass on
and carried through a bit
more.

“I don’t know which way
Pakistan will lean on their
pitches — they might leave
a bit of grass on, seeing
an inexperienced bowl-
ing group from England.”
Broad said there had
been an inconsistency
in results with England’s
test style, but players
must focus on the pos-
itives. The youngsters
might take time to adapt
to it, but players like
Jamie Smith were im-
proving under McCullum
and Stokes.“It’s been an
amazing style for young
players to learn their
game and have amazing
freedom. The key to it is
the consistency in selec-
tion,” Broad added.—APP

Pak vs Eng: Match

officials announced
Three-match Test series in
Multan and Rawalpindi has been
scheduled from 7 to 28 October

LAHORE: The match officials for the Test series be-
tween Pakistan and England have been announced.
West Indies’ Sir Richie Richardson, who is a member of
the ICC Elite Panel of Match Referees, will lead the play-
ing control teams for the three ICC World Test Champi-
onship 2023-25 fixtures between host Pakistan and Eng-
land.Both teams are scheduled to play three-match Test
series in Multan and Rawalpindi from 7 to 28 October.
The first Test match will be played at the Multan Cricket
Stadium from 7 to 11 October, while the second Test
match will be played at the same venue from 15 to 19
October. The third Test match will commence on 24 Oc-
tober and will take place at the Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-
dium. For the first Test, Sri Lanka’s Kumar Dharmasena
and Bangladesh’s Sharfuddoula Saikat — both ICC Elite
Panel of Umpires, will perform duties as on-field um-
pires. New Zealand’s Christopher Gaffaney, also part of
the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires, will be the third umpire,
while Pakistan’s Asif Yaqoob (ICC International Panel of
Umpires) will act as fourth umpire. For the second Test,
Dharmasena will be joined by Gaffaney for onfield um-
pires’ duties, while Saikat will perform duties of the third
umpire. Pakistan’s Rashid Riaz, also part of the ICC Inter-
national Panel of Umpires, will be the fourth umpire. For
third Test at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Gaffaney and
Saikat will perform the duties of as on-field umpires, while
Dharmasena will serve as a third umpire. Pakistan’s Faisal
Aafreedi - part of the ICC International Panel of Umpires,
will be the fourth umpire. -DNA

Usman announces
retirement from

cricket

LAHORE: Leg spinner Usman Qadir announced retire-
ment from Pakistan cricket on Thursday, saying each
moment with the national side shaped his career and
enriched his life. The 31-year-old thanked coaches and
colleagues for their support in his journey in a social me-
dia post. “Today, I am announcing my retirement from
Pakistan cricket, and as I reflect on this incredible jour-
ney, [ want to express my heartfelt gratitude. It has been
an immense honour to represent my country, and I'm
thankful for the support of my coaches and teammates
who have been with me every step of the way. “From un-
forgettable victories to the challenges we faced together,
each moment has shaped my career and enriched my life.
I'm deeply appreciative of the passionate fans who have
always stood by me; your unwavering support has meant
the world,” he wrote. Usman has played one one-day inter-
national and 25 T20 internationals for the Green Shirts.
His career has not been as illustrious as his father’s —
legendary bowler Abdul Qadir. Abdul Qadir’s son said he
would be continuing his dad’s legacy, embracing both his
love for cricket and the lessons his dad instilled in him,
as he stepped into the new chapter. “I carry with me the
spirit of Pakistan cricket and the cherished memories we
created together. Thank you for everything.”—DNA

Younis endorses Babar’s
decision to step down as captain

Veteran cricketer puts forward names of Mohammad Rizwan and
_— Fakhar Zaman to lead side

WEB DESK

LAHORE: Former -captain
of the Pakistan cricket team,
Younis Khan, has supported
Babar Azam’s decision to
step down from captaincy,
saying that the resignation
will be “beneficial” for him.

Younis, who led the Paki-
stan cricket team and lifted
the T20 World Cup in 2009
after their defeat in the final
of the inaugural edition of
the tournament in 2007, has
put forward names of wick-
etkeeper-batter Mohammad
Rizwan and lefthanded bat-
ter Fakhar Zaman to lead the
side. “In our culture, we of-
ten make the biggest player
the captain, which I believe
is a mistake,” said Younis,

adding that Rizwan or Zam-
an should be considered for
the role. Babar, on Tuesday,
announced that he was step-
ping down from white-ball
captaincy, saying that it was
time for him to focus on his
playing role and personal
growth. The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) had reappoint-
ed him as the national team’s
captain for T20I and one-day
internationals (ODIs) on
March 31. He had earlier
ended his years-long stint as
skipper in November 2023
after he stepped down as
captain of the national side.
The former batter’s remarks
came during his visit to the
Adelaide Oval earlier today
where he was honoured
with the official South Aus-

ICCI President vows to address
business community’s challenges

DNA importance of collective efforts in

achieving ICCI's success, empha-

ISLAMABAD: Nasir Mansoor sizing that teamwork, trust, and
Qureshi, President Islamabad efficient performance are essential

Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), has reaffirmed the or-
ganization’s dedication to tackling
the challenges faced by the busi-
ness community. To achieve this,
he emphasized the importance of
creating a favorable business en-
vironment, which is crucial for Pa-
kistan’s economic prosperity and
international reputation. During
an inaugural staff meeting at the
Chamber House, the President

urged the staff to recognize the

to achieving the desired outcomes.
The President outlined key objec-
tives to achieve this goal. These in-
clude providing equal support and
assistance to all visiting members,
fostering teamwork and collaboration
among staff, maintaining confidential-
ity and trustworthiness, and striving
for excellence in all aspects of work.

Senior Vice President Abdul Reh-
man Siddiqui emphasized the crucial
role of sincerity and commitment to

the institution’s success and excel-
lence. He stressed that dedication
to ICCI's mission is essential for
achieving its goals. Vice President
Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry expressed
optimism that the entire team will
collaborate to further enhance the
reputation of the body. His remarks
reflected confidence in the team’s
potential to make a meaningful im-
pact. Earlier, Secretary General Ghu-
lam Murtaza Siddique introduced his
entire team to the new portfolios by
saying that he has a dedicated, devot-
ed, and hardworking group of individ-
uals who are fully capable of achiev-
ing the desired objectives.

tralia Redbacks cap by Mark
Cosgrove, former Austral-
ian cricketer and current
High-Performance Coach of
the South Australian Cricket
Association (SACA). The leg-
endary batter, who arrived
in Australia this morning,
represented the Redbacks
during the 2008-2009 sea-
son. During a media briefing
at the iconic venue, Younis
expressed optimism about
Pakistan’s chances in Aus-
tralia, acknowledging the
presence of young talent in
the current white ball squad
but also pointing to issues
with team selection. “I hope
the Pakistan men’s cricket
team performs well in Aus-
tralia. The current squad

there are certainly some
issues with team selection
that need to be addressed,”
the veteran cricketer stat-
ed. “I have played cricket
with Jason Gillespie; he is
working hard to improve the
Pakistan team. However,
there needs to be better de-
cision-making when it comes
to selection,” he added. You-
nis is also set to take part
in the upcoming Australian
Summer Cricket Festival,
scheduled for October 5
in Melbourne. He will join
top Australian cricketers,
including Glenn Maxwell
and Jake Fraser-McGurk,
in the highly anticipated
event, which aims to cele-
brate the sport and bring

includes young players, and together cricketing talent.

China Open:Gauffin
semis to face Badosa

Sports DESK

BEIJING: Coco Gauff survived a scare to beat Ukraini-
an qualifier YuliiaStarodubtseva in three sets and reach
the China Open semifinals on Thursday. The 2023 US
Open champion will face Paula Badosa after the Spaniard
ended the fairytale run of China's 595th-ranked Zhang
Shuai in straight sets. Gauff, seeded four, fought back
to defeat 115th-ranked Starodubtseva 2-6, 6-2, 6-2 in
Beijing. The 20-year-old American recently parted ways
with coach Brad Gilbert as she attempts to regain the
form that brought her a first Grand Slam crown last year.
Gauff's serve has become a particular problem and it was
so again as she surrendered the first set. But Gauff recov-
ered her poise to battle back in the second - it was the
first set Starodubtseva had dropped in her seventh match
at the tournament. Gauff, who is chasing an eighth sin-
gles title, surged into a 3-0 lead in the deciding set on the
way to sealing her place in the semi-finals. In the other
quarter-final on the day, former world number two Bado-
sa disappointed the home fans with a 6-1, 7-6 (7/4) defeat
of Zhang. The 35-year-old Zhang, a two-time Grand Slam
singles quarterfinalist who has been plagued by injury,
arrived in Beijing on a run of 24 defeats in a row. The
painful losing run, stretching more than 600 days, was
the second-longest on the WTA Tour in the Open Era,
which began in 1968. But the former top-25 player finally
won a match to start her tournament and then rattled off
three more victories to improbably reach the last eight.
In front of a near-capacity crowd at the 15,000-seater Dia-
mond Court, Zhang went a double break down in a blur of
unforced errors. She finally held to get on the board for
4-1, but Badosa raced away with the first set in 23 min-
utes. The second was closer and they went to a tie break.

From Pace 01
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari to
evolve broader consensus
on the 26th Constitutional
Amendment, hinting at an
invitation to discuss it with
the largest opposition party
in the Parliament, the PTIL
Unless consensus is evolved,
Qureshi cautioned that the
move could potentially ignite
unrest, warning that “the
1973 unanimous Constitu-
tion might be set on fire by
Bhutto’s own lamp.” The
incarcerated PTI leader em-
phasised that as a federalist,
Bilawal should recognise the
importance of ensuring full
representation of all federat-
ing units, particularly Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), which
currently lacks complete
representation in the Senate.
He voiced his concerns that
pushing the amendment un-
der the current circumstanc-
es could raise national suspi-
cions about its timing.

SC annuls
verdict
barring...

From Pace 01

be disregarded and not
counted. During the hear-
ing today, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) lawyer Bar-
rister Ali Zafar apprised
the court that he met the
PTI founder, however, the
meeting didn’t have the at-
torney-client privilege as it
was also attended by police
officers. The lawyer further
said that the incarcerated
ex-prime minister has re-
quested to appear before
the court himself and that
he wishes to raise certain
arguments via virtual ap-
pearance. Reiterating the
party’s earlier opposition
to the bench, he said that
the PTI founder has main-
tained that the five-member
bench hearing the said case
wasn’t constituted properly
so they won’t be a part of
the proceedings.

Alvi accuses
CJP of
fostering...

From Pace 01
an atmosphere conducive to
floor-crossing, driven by a
“lust” to extend his tenure.
Alvi likened Isa’s actions to
those of the current govern-
ment, which he alleged is
“ruining the Constitution
for its survival.” “I have
never seen a chief justice
like Faez Isa in my life,”
Alvi said while speaking to
reporters at the Anti-Ter-
rorism Court, where he
met with PTI lawmakers
arrested in connection with
the May 9 riots following
the arrest of PTI founder
Imran Khan. Alvi went on
to criticise the chief justice,
stating, “He has damaged
the country more than Jus-
tice Munir,” referencing the
controversial former judge
who was criticised for judi-
cial overreach in the 1950s.

Bangladesh
recalls 5...

FroMm PacGe 01

August 5 and flee to India.
The foreign ministry ordered
envoys in Brussels, Canber-
ra, Lisbon, New Delhi and
the permanent mission to
the United Nations in New
York to immediately return
to the capital, Dhaka, the
official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity. They
were asked to hand over
their responsibilities immedi-
ately and return, the official
added, without elaborating.
The step follows the recall
of Saida Muna Tasneem, the
high commissioner, or am-
bassador, to Britain, who was
similarly asked to return.

Fazl accepts
SC ruling

From Pace 01
going against party direc-
tions when voting in parlia-
ment. In its May 17, 2022
verdict, the SC — via 3-2
judgment — ruled that votes
cast contrary to the parlia-
mentary party lines in four
instances outlined in Article
63(A) should not be count-
ed. These four instances
are the election of prime
minister and chief minis-
ter; a vote of confidence or
no-confidence; a Constitu-
tion amendment bill; and a
money bill. Three judges —
then-CJP Umar Ata Bandial,
then Justice Ijazul Ahsan,
and Justice Munib Akhtar —
had voted in favour whereas
Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail and Justice Mazhar
Alam Khan Miankhel were
the dissenting  judges.
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Rupee sheds
11 paisa
against dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
rupee on Thursday depre-
ciated by 11 paisa against
the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading and closed
at Rs277.74 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs277.63. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Associa-
tion of Pakistan (FAP), the
buying and selling rates of
the dollar in the open mar-
ket stood at Rs278.50 and
Rs280 respectively. The
price of Euro decreased
by 55 paisa to close at
Rs306.76 against the last
day’s closing of Rs307.31,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese yen came down
by 03 paisa and closed at
Rs1.89, whereas a decrease
of Rs4.53 was witnessed in
the exchange rate of the
British Pound, which traded
at Rs364.43 as compared
to the last day’s closing of
Rs368.96. The exchange
rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and Saudi Riyal in-
creased by 03 paisa 02 pai-
sa to close at Rs75.61 and
Rs73.99.—APP

PSX continues
with bullish
trend

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) continued
with bullish trend on Thurs-
day, gaining 754.76 more
points, a positive change
of 0.92 percent, closing at
82,721.77 points against
81,967.01 points on the
last working day. A total of
319,879,266 3 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 360,987,426
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 16.414
billion against Rs.15.391
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 448 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
207 of them recorded gains
and 185 sustained losses,
whereas the share price
of 56 companies remained
unchanged. The three top
trading companies were
WorldCall Telecom with
23,243,577 shares at Rs
1.20 per share, Fauji Ce-
ment with 21,628,458
shares at Rs 27.15 per share
and Fauji Fertlizer Bin with
15,264,220 shares at Rs
52.83 per share. Unilever
Pakistan Foods Limited
witnessed a maximum in-
crease of Rs 204.20 per
share price, closing at Rs
17,500.00, whereas the
runner-up was Hoechst
Pakistan Limited Limited
with Rs 89.97 rise in its per
share price to Rs 2,100.00.
Sapphire  Textile Mills
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of Rs 54.22
per share closing at Rs
1,163.17 followed by Sap-
phire Fibres Limited with
Rs 40.00 decline to close at
Rs 1,270.00.—APP

Gold price
decreases by

Rs.1,100 per

tola

ISLAMABAD: The per
tola price of 24 karat gold
decreased by Rs.1,100 and
was sold at Rs.274,400 on
Thursday compared to its
sale at Rs. 275,500 on last
trading day. The price of 10
grams of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs 943 to Rs.
235,254 from Rs. 236,197
whereas the price of 10
gram 22 karat gold went
down to Rs 215,650 from
Rs. 216,514, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported. The price
of per tola and ten gram
silver remained constant at
Rs.3,050 and Rs.2,614.88
respectively. —~APP

Extra 30m
euros for
Lebanon

BRUSSELS: The European
Commission announced on
Thursday an extra $33.1
million in humanitarian
aid for Lebanon, which has
been hit by clashes between
Israel and the Iran-backed
Hezbollah.“T am extremely
concerned by the constant
escalation of tensions in
the Middle East. All parties
must do their outmost to
protect the lives of innocent
civilians,” said FEuropean
Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen. This comes
in addition to the 10 million
euros already announced on
Sept. 29 and brings total EU
humanitarian assistance to
the country to over 104 mil-
lion euros this year.—APP

Pak-Malaysia agree for fostering

deeper economic, trad

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Ma-
laysia on Thursday agreed to
take significant steps towards
fostering deeper economic coop-
eration and exploring new busi-
ness opportunities that benefit
both nations.

Federal Minister for Commerce,
Jam Kamal Khan held a meeting
with Datuk Seri Utama Tengku
Zafrul Bin Tengku Abdul Aziz,
the Malaysian Minister for In-
vestment, Trade and Industry
(MITI).

This meeting underscored the
brotherly relations both coun-
tries cherish in all fields, ac-
cording to a release issued. The
Minister for Commerce wel-
comed Minister Tengku Zafrul
Aziz to Pakistan and highlight-
ed the longstanding friendship
between the two nations. Jam
emphasized that there is huge
potential to grow bilateral trade
between the two sides. The Min-
ister urged for enhanced busi-
ness engagements to transform
this potential into reality.
Moreover, Mr Jam Kamal Khan
stressed that there is a potential
for growth in almost all the sec-
tors of Pakistan.

He mentioned that Pakistan is
exporting high-quality rice and
mangoes all over the world.

He apprised the visiting Minis-
ter that recently Government
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of Pakistan had removed the
Minimum Export Price (MEP)

for rice which will allow Paki-
stani exporters to negotiate

e Coop

competitive prices. He encour-
aged Malaysia may engage more
with Pakistan to import rice.
A significant focus of the dia-
logue was on the potential for
exporting halal meat from Pa-
kistan to Malaysia. The Min-
ister reiterated Pakistan’s
commitment to maintaining
high halal standards, which
are essential for expanding
access to the Malaysian mar-
ket. He called for facilitation
in the accreditation process
for Pakistani meat and gel-
atin exporting companies,
emphasizing that cooperation
in this sector could greatly
enhance trade flows. Malay-
sian side acknowledged the
difficulties faced by Pakistan
businessmen in the procedur-
al processes of JAKIM for ex-
porting meat to Malaysia and
reassured their commitment
to ease these procedures for
Pakistani businesses. More-
over, Malaysian Minister for
Trade invited Pakistan to
participate in the activities
of the ASEAN as Malaysia is
taking the chair of ASEAN.
In closing, the Minister re-
affirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to creating a conducive
environment for foreign invest-
ment, expressing optimism for
the future of bilateral relations
between Pakistan and Malaysia.

Palestinian activist wins
prize for peaceful resistance

STOCKHOLM: Palestinian activist Issa Amro on Thursday accepted the Right Livelihood prize — considered by some an
alternative Nobel — for his “nonviolent resistance to Israel’s illegal occupation” in the West Bank, the jury said. Amro
was born in the city of Hebron, a flashpoint West Bank city where roughly 1,000 Jewish settlers live under heavy Israeli
military protection amid some 200,000 Palestinians. He has dedicated his life to fighting against Israel’s occupation of the
West Bank. The 44-year-old founded the Youth Against Settlements group, which campaigns against the proliferation of
Jewish settlements in the territory — communities widely regarded as illegal under international law. The rights campaign-
er has been repeatedly detained and tortured by both the Palestinian Authority and by Israel, the foundation said. “It’s a
miracle that I still exist,” said Amro. When Palestine Polytechnic University, where he was studying, closed in 2003 during
the Second Intifada, Amro successfully led a six-month civil disobedience campaign. “I managed to reopen the university
with other students,” Amro said in a statement. “I graduated as an engineer and as an activist — it became part of my
character,” he added. The Sweden-based Right Livelihood Foundation also honored Joan Carling, a Filipino champion of
indigenous rights and Anabela Lemos, a climate activist from Mozambique. It also gave the nod to research agency Foren-
sic Architecture for its work in uncovering human rights violations around the world. The foundation said the four prize
winners had “each made a profound impact on their communities and the global stage.” “Their unwavering commitment
to speaking out against forces of oppression and exploitation, while strictly adhering to non-violent methods, resonates far
beyond their communities,” Right Livelihood said in a statement. Carling from the Philippines was recognized for having
defended the rights of indigenous communities for three decades, particularly in their fight against mining projects. The
foundation celebrated Lemos, who heads the NGO Justica Ambiental (JA!), for her role in opposing liquefied natural gas
extraction projects in northern Mozambique. Forensic Architecture, a London-based research laboratory known for 3D
modelling conflict zones, won the distinction for “pioneering digital forensic methods” to ensure accountability of human
rights violations around the world. By teaming up with Ukraine’s Center for Spatial Technologies to reconstruct Mari-
upol’s Drama Theatre before it was destroyed in 2022, the firm highlighted Russia’s “strategies of terror” and “attempts
to obscure evidence of their own crimes,” the foundation said. Swedish-German philatelist Jakob von Uexkull sold part of
his stamp collection to found the Right Livelihood award in 1980, after the foundation behind the Nobel Prizes refused to
create new distinctions honoring efforts in the fields of environment and international development.—Agencies

Govt committed to
transform Pakistan into
cashless economy

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and Telecommunica-
tion Ms Shaza Fatima Khawaja said on Wednesday that the
present government was committed to transform Pakistan
into cashless economy During a meeting with Ambassador
of Ethiopia Jemal Beker Abdula, she said steps were be-
ing taken to promote digital payments in the country as
it had an important role in driving economic growth and
efficiency. Matters of mutual interest, digitalization and
e-governance were also discussed in the meeting, said a
news release. Shaza Fatima said that boost in relations
between Pakistan and Ethiopia in IT and telecom sector
was vital. She said the IT and telecommunication sector of
Pakistan was rapidly progressing. Shaza Fatima said under
the vision of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, steps were
underway for digital transformation in the country. The so-
ciety, economy and governance were being digitalised, she
added. The minister said that Ethiopia could benefit from
Pakistan’s experiences in the field of Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT). She also assured Pakistan
Government’s full support to Ethiopia regarding digitaliza-
tion. The Ethiopian ambassador said that the IT sector
of Pakistan had great potential. He said Ethiopia wanted
to increase ties with Pakistan in the field of IT and tele-
communication. “We aspire to get benefit from Pakistan’s
experiences in the ICT infrastructure development.—APP

Over 50 federal,
provincial
officials trained

ISLAMABAD: Over 50 federal and provincial planning offi-
cials have been trained on integrating carbon markets into
government project approvals in an effort to support Paki-
stan to combat climate change and meet its international
obligations. SPAR6C, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Climate Change and Environmental Coordination and the
Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Initiatives,
organized a two-day Carbon Market Training Workshop for
Federal and Provincial planning and development officials,
a news release said. The two-day workshop brought togeth-
er officials responsible for appraising public investment
projects. The event aimed to enhance their understanding
of carbon credits and how these can be leveraged to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions, align with global climate
goals and secure vital international financing. Funded by
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Cli-
mate Action, the SPAR6C programme supports developing
countries, including Pakistan, in navigating carbon mar-
kets. This initiative is part of the Supporting Preparedness
for Article 6 Cooperation (SPAR6C) programme, aimed at
boosting Pakistan’s participation in international carbon
markets, which could generate between $2 billion and $5
billion by 2030. Pakistan has set a bold target of cutting
projected emissions by 50% by 2030, with 35% of this re-
duction conditional on international financial support. The
Paris Agreement’s Article 6 provides new avenues for the
country to access carbon markets and secure funding for
sustainable projects. Speaking on the occasion, Secretary
of the Ministry of Climate Change and Environmental Co-
ordination, Aisha Humera, emphasized the importance of
this opportunity: “This is a golden chance to learn how to
claim carbon credits. Few in Pakistan have this skil.—APP

ber 23.

Spanish PM calls for
ceasefire in Lebanon

BARCELONA: Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez expressed his solidarity with Lebanon on Wednesday, reiterating
his call for an immediate ceasefire amid escalating tensions in the region. Sanchez spoke with Lebanese Prime Minister
Najib Mikati, conveying Spain’s support during Lebanon’s ongoing crisis. In a message posted on X (formerly Twitter),
Sanchez stated, “I just spoke with the Prime Minister of Lebanon @Najib_Mikati to express my solidarity and support
in the difficult times his country is going through.” He further noted that Spain has ramped up its humanitarian aid to
assist Lebanon’s civilian population. Sanchez emphasized the importance of respecting international law and Lebanon’s
territorial integrity, stressing that Spain’s foreign policy remains consistent in advocating for peace. “It is essential that
international law and international humanitarian law, as well as Lebanon’s territorial integrity, be respected,” he said.
Reiterating his call for an immediate ceasefire, Sanchez added, “We demand an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and
Lebanon.” His remarks reflect the growing concern in Spain about the intensifying conflict, which has spilled
over from Gaza into Lebanon following a series of Israeli attacks targeting the Lebanese Hezbollah group. As
regional tensions have escalated, Sanchez’s plea for peace comes amidst a deadly conflict that began with an
Israeli attack on the Gaza Strip. Nearly 41,600 people, mostly women and children, have been killed in Gaza
since October 7. The violence has extended to Lebanon, where Israel has launched multiple strikes against
Hezbollah, resulting in the deaths of at least 1,928 people and the injury of nearly 9,300 since Septem-
anchez also confirmed that several Spanish military aircraft have been dispatched to Beirut to
evacuate Spanish nationals from Lebanon, underlining Spain’s ongoing efforts to safeguard its citizens
amid the crisis. The situation in Lebanon and Gaza remains volatile, with widespread international calls for
de-escalation and humanitarian aid. The conflict, which has caused significant civilian casualties and damage,
continues to raise concerns over regional stability and the prospect of broader international involvement.
Spain’s position, echoed by Sanchez, highlights the urgent need for peace and the protection of civilians in
accordance with international humanitarian law. Sanchez’s statements come at a time when European leaders
are increasingly calling for diplomatic solutions to the conflicts in both Gaza and Lebanon. Spain’s increased
humanitarian assistance and its push for a ceasefire underscore its commitment to fostering peace and stability
in the region. Previously, more than 200 trade unions and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in Spain initiated a
24-hour general strike to protest Israel’s ongoing onslaught on Gaza and to express solidarity with the Palestinian people.
The strike, themed “Against the genocide and occupation in Palestine,” saw demonstrations across the country, including
in major cities like Madrid, Barcelona, and Bilbao. Students in several universities also joined the protests, suspending
classes in a show of support. The demonstrators, led by groups such as the General Confederation of Labor (CGT),
condemned Israel’s attacks on Gaza, which they described as “intolerable” and accused the Israeli government of committing
genocide. The protesters called on Spain’s government to sever all diplomatic, military, and commercial ties with Israel in response to
its actions in Gaza. As the conflict continues, the international community, including Spain, remains focused on efforts to de-escalate
the situation and provide aid to those affected by the ongoing violence.—DNA

Pakistani IT companies shine at Al, Big Data Exhibition Europe

The Al and Big Data Exhibition Europe 2024 brought together top tech companies
from across the world, offering an excellent opportunity for Pakistani IT firms to showcase
their innovations and foster international partnerships

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Four leading Pa-
kistani IT companies — REACH
THE GLOBE, ICILtek, NorthBay
Solutions, and Sofizar / Constella-
tionCK — proudly represented Pa-
kistan at the ‘Al and Big Data Ex-
hibition Europe held on 1st -2nd
October 2024 at the RAI Conven-
tion Centre in Amsterdam. Spon-
sored by the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP),
the companies showcased -cut-
ting-edge solutions in Al and Big
Data, positioning Pakistan as a
key player in the global tech are-
na, said a press release issued
here on Thursday. The Embassy
of Pakistan in The Hague played
a pivotal role in promoting the
participation of these companies.
In collaboration with the event

organizers, the Embassy ensured

seamless setup of the Pakistan

Pavilion and facilitated the booths
for the participating companies.
Additionally, the Embassy actively
promoted the presence of Paki-
stani IT firms, attracting visitors
from various sectors to explore
innovative solutions offered by
the country’s top tech talent. To
further strengthen ties and foster
business collaborations, the Em-
bassy hosted a networking dinner,
bringing together Pakistani IT
firms and key stakeholders from
Dutch companies. This gathering
provided an invaluable platform
for both Pakistani and Dutch busi-
nesses to discuss opportunities
for collaboration in Al, Big Data,
and beyond. The Pakistan Pavilion
emerged as a popular highlight
at the exhibition, drawing con-
siderable attention from visitors
keen on discovering Pakistan’s
advancements in Al and Big

Data technologies. Speaking on
the occasion, Pakistan’s Coun-
sellor for Trade and Investment
in Netherlands, Mr. Muham-
mad Shafiq Haider Virk, re-
marked, “The participation of
these four companies demon-
strates Pakistan’s growing
expertise in the fields of Al
and Big Data. The Embas-
sy of Pakistan in The Hague
will continue to support and
promote Pakistani businesses
on the global stage, strength-
ening our trade ties with the
Netherlands and Europe.”
The AI and Big Data Exhi-
bition Europe 2024 brought
together top tech companies
from across the world, offer-
ing an excellent opportunity for
Pakistani IT firms to showcase
their innovations and foster in-
ternational partnerships.

Morocco
to spend
$260m on
flood relief

RABAT: The  Moroc-
can government said
on Thursday it plans to
spend 2.5 billion dirhams
($ 260 million) on a flood
relief plan that includes
reconstruction aid, infra-
structure upgrades and
farming support. Floods
ravaged several villages
in the country’s south-
east last month, killing
at least 28 people and de-
stroying roads. The gov-
ernment will offer 80,000
Dirhams for partially
demolished homes and
140,000 dirhams for to-
tally collapsed ones, the
prime minister’s office
said. The plan includes
upgrading destroyed in-
frastructure and support
to affected farmers. Sep-
arately, the government
said it will continue, for
the next five months, to
offer cash handouts of
2500 dirhams to some
60,000 households affect-
ed by an earthquake that
hit the High Atlas moun-
tains in September 2023.
One year on, just 1000
homes have been built,
according to official data,
as the government con-
tinues its gradual con-
struction aid plan for some
57,000 damaged or totally
destroyed homes. —APP

Turkish
inflation falls
less than

expected in
Sep at 49.4%

ISTANBUL: Turkish an-
nual inflation slowed less
than expected in Septem-
ber to 49.4 percent, official
data showed Thursday, a
figure which analysts said
could disappoint central
bank officials after a se-
ries of interest rate hikes.
Turkey’s central bank be-
gan to raise rates last year
in efforts to battle soaring
prices, after President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
dropped his opposition to
orthodox monetary policy.
The September inflation
figure was higher than the
48.1 percent consumer
price increase forecast by
Turkish economists cited
by local media. Inflation
had reached 52 percent
in August. “The small-
er-than-expected decline
in Turkey’s headline rate
to 49.4 percent y/y (year-
on-year) in September will
be a disappointment to
policymakers at the cen-
tral bank,” Nicholas Farr,
emerging Europe econo-
mist at the London-based
Capital Economics, said in
a note to clients. He said
the figure showed that
a monetary easing cycle
was unlikely to start until
2025 — later than most
other analysts have been
forecasting. Last month,
the central bank kept its
main interest rate stable
at 50 percent for a sixth
consecutive month and
said it remained highly at-
tentive to inflation risks.
According to the central
bank’s forecast, inflation
will ease to 38 percent at
the end of this year, 14
percent next year and nine
percent in 2026. Farr said
inflation would fall further
over the coming months
but that the central bank’s
end-year forecast of 38
percent “looks way out of
reach”. He said a particu-
lar concern for the central
bank would be that, in
month-on-month terms,
core inflation continued
to accelerate. Inflation
increased 2.97 percent
on a monthly basis in
September, the TUIK sta-
tistics agency said.
Erdogan this week said
inflation was on a down-
ward trend. “Our people
will feel the slowdown
more in the Dbazaars,
and in their shopping
baskets,” he added. Ac-
cording to the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce,
retail prices in Turkey’s
largest city Istanbul
alone increased by 3.9
percent on a monthly ba-
sis and 59.2 percent on
an annual basis in Sep-
tember. Turkey’s annual
inflation rate reached a
decades-long high of 85
percent in October 2022,
according to official data.
It fell to 38.2 percent in
June 2023 before rising
again. It reached 75 per-
cent in May this year but
started to fall in June.

The biggest price increas-
es in September came
from housing, which rose
almost 98 percent on an
annual basis, followed by
education at 93.6 percent,
and restaurant and hotels
at 65.4 percent.—APP
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Briefs

Lawyer
arrested for
mishehaving

with CIP

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Tayyab Musta-
fain Kazmi, a lawyer involved
in an outburst against Chief
Justice QaziFaez Isa during
a Supreme Court hearing
yesterday, was arrested by
Islamabad police on Thurs-
day. Kazmi was taken into
custody from F-7/4 and
transferred to the Secretar-
iat Police Station following
his disruptive behaviour dur-
ing proceedings on Article
63-A review petitions.
Kazmi, a former employee
of the CDA, made state-
ments against the Chief
Justice a day earlier. During
the hearing, tensions rose
when Kazmi, representing
Pakistan = Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), warned the court
that 500 PTI lawyers were
prepared to oppose any rul-
ing against the party.

Chief Justice Isa, who pre-
sided over the five-member
bench, promptly called for
police intervention, stating,
“Do you want institutions to
be run through threats? My
only fault is that I have al-
ways shown patience.”

Will reach

D-Chowk
come what
may: Saif

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Ad-
viser Barrister Saif said on
Thrusday that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) work-
ers would reach Islamabad’s
D-Chowk on Oct 4 come
what may. Saif stated that
bewildered government
was placing containers
in Islamabad, adding that
a caravan of KP workers
led by KP Chief Minister
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur
would reach the destination
of protest at the said time.
He warned that government
against using police force
again, recalling that the KP
CM had earlier freed the
PTI workers from police cus-
tody. He said that hindranc-
es aimed at stopping the PTI
workers would not work as
all plans of the government
were doomed for failure.

Bushra files
plea in IHC
for bail

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Imran Khan’s
spouse Bushra Bibi has
moved IHC for post-arrest
bail in Toshakhana-l case.
The spouse of PTI founder
Imran Khan challenged the
court verdict rejecting her
bail plea in Islamabad High
Court. Bushra Bibi filed the
plea through her counsel
Khalid Yousaf Chaudhry,
requesting the court to
approve the post-arrest
bail plea. The application
mentioned that the arrest
of the leader was unfair
with false allegations and
blackmailing witnesses to
record statements against
her in the Toshakhana case.

Ethiopia, Pakistan agree to
foster parliamentary coop

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Jemal Beker briefed the NA Speaker about the
initiatives taken by the FDR Ethiopia for regional integration, and also
its pivotal role in ensuring peace and security in Horn of Africa region

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Democratic Re-
public of Ethiopia (FDRE) and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan on Thursday agreed to
promote Parliamentary diplomacy between
the two countries for further strengthen-
ing the bilateral, regional and multilateral
cooperation in various areas of mutual
interest. The Parliamentary cooperation
between the two nations came under dis-
cussion during a meeting between H.E. Dr.
JemalBekerAbdula, Special Envoy, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the FDR Ethiopia to the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, and H.E. SardarAyazSadiq, Hon-
orable Speaker of the National Assembly of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

During the meeting, both sides also dis-
cussed matters of mutual interest includ-
ing establishment of a counterpart of the
Pak-Ethiopia Parliamentary Friendship
Group to utilize Parliamentary channels
for further strengthening the bilateral re-
lations. H.E. Ambassador Dr. JemalBeker
briefed the NA Speaker about the initia-
tives taken by the FDR Ethiopia for region-
al integration, and also its pivotal role in
ensuring peace and security in the Horn of
Africa region. He informed the Honorable
Speaker about the home-grown economic
reforms 2.0 which has been undertaken by
the Government of the FDR Ethiopia to ad-
dress macroeconomic imbalances, increase
Ethiopia’s productivity and attract the for-
eign direct investment. Ethiopia and Pa-
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kistan relations are on upward trajectory,
he said while highlighting opening of the
Ethiopian Embassy in Islamabad, launching
of the Ethiopian Airlines operations in Ka-
rachi and exchange of business and trade
delegations between the two countries dur-
ing the last two years. The Ambassador in-
formed the Honorable Speaker about a Sin-
gle Country Exhibition being held in Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia in the beginning of 2025.
He said Ethiopia has a capacity and will to
play a central role in the Look Africa and
Engage Africa policy of Pakistan as his
country was a gateway to the African conti-
nent of more than 1.4 billion people.

The Honorable Speaker stated that the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Pa-
kistan is committed to the Look Africa and

Engage Africa policy to further increase its
presence in the Africa. He lauded the launch
of the Ethiopian Airlines in Karachi which
has been increasing connectivity between
Pakistan and Ethiopia. The meeting was
concluded on the agreement between both
parties to work in collaboration on contem-
porary challenges faced by the globe, giving
emphasize on climate change management.

Indo-Israel defence coop poses

security concerns for Pakistan

Experts at CASS explore the rising threat of
weaponised consumer technologies and outline
strategies to strengthen Pakistan s national security

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Aerospace & Security Stud-
ies (CASS), Islamabad, hosted a NextGen Tech Round-
table, ‘Lebanon Explosions: Weaponising Consumer
Technologies,” where experts analysed implications of
the recent incidents in Lebanon for global technological
security. Air Commodore Raza Haider (Retd) provided
an overview of the subject and highlighted the unprece-
dented nature of the pager and walkie-talkie explosions
in Lebanon, stressing that they exemplify the potential
dangers of weaponising consumer technologies. He urged
for an exhaustive analysis of these incidents due to their
implications for Fifth Generation Warfare (5GW).

DrHaider Abbas (TI), Director General of Pakistan’s Na-
tional Cyber Emergency Response Team (NCERT), dis-
cussed how the Lebanon incidents validate concerns about
the weaponisation of operational technology. He urged
the need for Pakistan to enhance cybersecurity prepar-
edness by screening consumer technologies and aligning
with international frameworks. Dr Abbas warned that the
strengthening Indo-Israel defence cooperation could have
security implications for Pakistan, acknowledging Paki-
stan’s vulnerability due to its high dependence on import-

ed technologies. However, he also apprised that there are
forensics and screening labs in Pakistan which reflect the
government’s commitment to auditing procured technolo-
gies and products. These labs are the basis for Pakistan’s
indigenous cyber security capabilities, he said.

DrFatehud Din B. Mehmood, CEO of Lunesys, underscored
the need for supply chain security, physical device security,
and addressing insider threats. He advocated for strength-
ening Pakistan’s regulatory compliance and cybersecurity
frameworks to protect consumer gadgets and critical in-
frastructure. In closing, Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed (Retd),
President of CASS, reiterated the significant national securi-
ty implications of the Lebanon explosions. The President of
CASS stated that the growing collaboration between Israel
and India indicated that disruptive technologies could soon
make their way to India, urging Pakistan to develop counter-
ing mechanisms. He appreciated the work being undertaken
at NCERT but stressed the urgency of maintaining a focus
on these issues amidst the changing technological land-
scape, warning that Pakistan must navigate carefully through
the emerging technological blocs and the evolving nature of
Fifth Generation Warfare. The roundtable also included an
interactive question and answer session with experts from
NICAT, NASTP, retired military officers, and researchers,
further enriching the discourse on this critical subject.

Pak to showcase climate
Initiatives at GOP-29

in the market. After due consideration, the

Iran regards Saudi
Arabia, as 1S ‘Drother’:
Masoud Pezeshkian

Pezeshkian made the remarks on Thursday
during a meeting with Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud in the Qatari capital of Doha

DOHA: Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian has un-
derlined the need for convergence among Muslims in
the face of Israeli crimes, saying Tehran regards Mus-
lim countries, including Saudi Arabia, as its “brothers.”
Pezeshkian made the remarks on Thursday during a
meeting with Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud in the Qatari capital of Doha. The Iranian
president expressed his satisfaction with the developing
trend of Iran-Saudi relations and stressed the Islamic Re-
public’s keenness to further expand its interactions with
the kingdom. “We consider Islamic countries, including
Saudi Arabia, to be our brothers and emphasize the need
for them to put aside [their] differences, and to boost con-
vergence and synergy with each other,” he said.

This is “because we believe what caused the promotion
of Islam across the world was friendship and brotherhood
among Muslims.” Iran and Saudi Arabia resumed ties fol-
lowing a seven-year hiatus under a China-brokered deal in
March 2023, which saw the two sides re-open diplomatic
missions. Also in his remarks, the Iranian chief executive
described the bitter and unfortunate developments in the
Gaza Strip and Lebanon, which are caused by Israeli ag-
gression, as one of the most important issues of the Mus-
lim world. He further referred to Iran’s recent retaliatory
missile attack against the occupying entity’s military and
intelligence bases, and reiterated that Tehran does not wel-
come any escalation of tensions in the region, and that the
country’s anti-Israel operation was a “legitimate response”
to the continuation of Israeli crimes after the false promise
of a Gaza ceasefire in exchange for Tehran’s restraint.
Muslims, Pezeshkian said, should not be indifferent to the
sufferings and displacement of their Palestinian and Leba-
nese brothers and sisters. “If the Zionist regime has today
dared commit crimes and genocide in Gaza, it is due to the
Islamic countries’ rifts and indifference,” he added. “If we do
not unite in confronting the aggression, today it is [against]
Gaza and Lebanon, and tomorrow it will be ...[against] oth-
er Islamic cities and countries.” The Iranian president also
emphasized the important role of Saudi Arabia, as a lead-
ing Islamic country, in stopping Israeli atrocities through
consultations with Western states. Prince Faisal, for his
part, emphasized Saudi Arabia’s determination to enhance
relations with the Islamic Republic and resolve issues be-
tween the two friendly and brotherly countries. - Agencies

NAzIRr SiyAL

KARACHI:  International
Monetary Fund’'s mission
director for Pakistan Na-
than Porter has said that
the recent bailout package
secured by the country
could be its last if the re-
forms suggested by the
lender are sincerely imple-
mented and its advice is act-
ed upon in letter and spirit.
Speaking to an American
media outlet, Porter said that
the IMF would ensure Islam-
abad retained a strong macro
exchange rate and fiscal and
monetary policies along with
liberalising its economy en-
abling the private sector to
contribute to the country’s
€conomic development.
The remarks come as the
country, on September 25,
secured the much-awaited
approval of the Washing-
ton-based lender’s Executive
Board for the $7 billion Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF).
Ever since, Pakistan has
received the first tranche of
$1.03 billion (SDR 760 mil-
lion) pushing the foreign ex-
change reserves, as per the
publication, to $10.7 billion.
The incumbent govern-
ment has, time and again,
expressed that it wants the
existing bailout programme
to be the country’s last.
Addressing the hurdles in
Pakistan’s economic pro-
gress and the Fund’s role
along with factors behind de-
clining foreign investments,
the IMF official elaborated
on the country’s 24th loan
programme and said that
the first review of the ongo-
ing debt programme would
start in December and prob-
ably by March or April it
would be sent to the board.

Govt imposes
Section 144
in Lahore

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-
ernment has enforced Sec-
tion 144 in Lahore for six
days, with the provincial
Home Department issuing
a notification for its imple-
mentation. According to
the notification, all forms of
political gatherings, sit-ins,
rallies, demonstrations, and
related activities will be pro-
hibited under Section 144.
This restriction will be in
effect from Thursday, Octo-
ber 3, to Tuesday, October
8. The notification stated
that Section 144 has been
imposed to maintain law
and order and to protect hu-
man lives and property, as
any public gathering could
be a soft target for terror-
ists due to security threats.
The provincial Home De-
partment noted that the
decision to enforce Section
144 was made on the rec-
ommendation of the district
administration, and large-
scale awareness campaigns
have been directed to in-
form the public about the
imposition of Section 144.

It is important to note
that prior to this notifica-
tion the Section 144 was
imposed in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Bahawalpur,
Mianwali and Faisalabad.
The PTI had called for
protests in these districts.
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ECC approves increase
in maximum retail price
of anti-rabies vaccine

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMANBAD: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb chaired the meeting of the
Economic Coordination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet. The meeting was attended
by Minister for Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain, Minister for Power
SardarAwais Ahmed Khan Leghari, Minis-
ter of State for Finance and Revenue Mr.
Ali Pervaiz Malik, along with Federal Sec-
retaries and senior officers from the con-
cerned Ministries and Divisions.

The ECC discussed a summary by the
Ministry of National Health Services, Reg-
ulations and Coordination regarding the
short supply of Anti-Rabies Vaccine (ARV)
at Federal General Hospital ChakShahzad
Islamabad. The meeting was told that the
Anti-Rabies Vaccine (ARV) used at Federal
General Hospital ChakShahzad was manu-
factured by the National Institute of Health
Islamabad and it was currently priced at Rs.
891.65 whereas the same drug was sold at
Rs. 2126.40 for WHO-approved ARV and
Rs. 1266.14 for non-WHO approved ARV

ECC approved the proposal to increase the
Maximum Retail Price of Anti-Rabies Vac-
cine (ARV) manufactured by the National
Institute of Health, Islamabad, from Rs.
891.65 to Rs. 1980 per vial of 0.5ml/ dose
to cover the landed cost of imported mate-
rial and ensure its sufficient production and
supply to the public sector hospitals.

The ECC also considered and approved a
proposal for increase in the rate of Special
Allowance (equal to 20 Daily Allowances)
for the employees of Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) on a par with other federal Law En-
forcement Agencies (LEAs). The meeting
was told that the salaries of the ANF em-
ployees were considerably low as compared
to employees of other LEAs despite under-
taking similar work and encountering sim-
ilar dangers and hazards peculiar to their
job of drug prevention and border patrol.
The impact of revision to the tune of Rs.
264.744 million in DA rates for the ANF
employees would be met from within the
current year’s sanctioned budget.

The ECC also took up and approved a
proposal submitted by the Ministry of
Climate Change & Environmental Coor-
dination for grant of Technical Supple-
mentary Grant (TSG) of Rs. 150 million
to meet the requirements of the COP-
29 to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan from
11th to 22nd November 2024.
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