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Council of Islamic 
Ideology declares 
VPNs ‘un-Islamic’

Khayam Ababsi

ISLAMABAD: The Council of Islamic Ide-
ology has declared virtual private networks 
(VPNs) usage “un-Islamic” (against Sha-
ria).  “The government has the authority 
to prevent access to immoral content and 
harmful material from an Islamic perspec-
tive,” CII Chairman Allama Dr Raghib 
Hussain Naeemi said in a statement on 
Friday. VPNs, or Virtual Private Networks, 
are commonly utilised worldwide to bypass 
restrictions and access blocked content. In 
Pakistan, users often employ VPNs to visit 
sites like X and others that are not acces-
sible. In its statement, the PTA reported 
that it has blocked over 100,183 URLs that 
contained blasphemous material, as well 

Continued on Page 06

Naeemi went on to add that it was the 
government’s “duty” to impose restrictions

Nawaz 
takes a dig 

at Imran
‘Nothing but 
disrepute to 

country’

DNA
LONDON: Reacting to 
jailed PTI founder Imran 
Khan’s “final protest” call, 
PML-N President Nawaz 
Sharif asked why people 
would take to the streets 
on his call when the former 
premier did nothing except 
“bringing disrepute to the 
country” during his nearly 
four years in power.  “What 
Imran Khan has done dur-
ing his tenure that people 
would take to the streets 
on his call. Tell me a single 
[development] project that 
he could proudly present 
as evidence of develop-
ment during his tenure,” 
the former premier said 
in an informal interaction 
with reporters in London. 

‘Will take 
our stolen 
mandate 

back’
Says party leadership 
would try its best to 

take maximum people 
to the streets

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: Pakistani 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Sec-
retary Information Sheikh 
Waqas Akram said on Fri-
day that the PTI would take 
back its mandate on Nov 24, 
which, he said was stolen 
on February 8. Speaking to 
media outside the Peshawar 
High Court (PHC), Akram 
said his party leadership 
would try its best to take max-
imum people to the streets, 
adding that everyone includ-
ing lawyers, traders, students 
and members of civil society 
should join the PTI’s protest 
against the government.

Briefs

Explosion at
Taliban’s house
in Mir Ali kills 7

The blast badly damaged 
several nearby homes and 

wounded 14 people

Shamim Shahid

Peshawar: A car bomb detonated at the house of a Tal-
iban militant in the Mir Ali area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
on Thursday, killing two children and five suspected mil-
itants. According to the police, the explosion took place 
before dawn when a man identified a local commander 
of the militants, Rasool Jan, was fitting a bomb in a car 
at his house. Police official Irfan Khan said other mili-
tants from the Pakistani Taliban group quickly arrived at 
the scene and removed the bodies of the insurgents who 
died. Authorities later found the bodies of two children 
in the rubble of the house, which collapsed after the ex-
plosion. The blast badly damaged several nearby homes 
and wounded 14 people, including women. Some of 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan will not 
become part of 

any global conflict

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Asim 
Munir has castigated India, saying due to its extremist “Hin-
dutva ideology” minorities are not safe abroad especially in 
the United States, United Kingdom and Canada. “India’s cru-
elty and brutality in Occupied Jammu and Kashmir is also 
a continuation of Hindutva ideology and policy,” the army 
chief said on Friday while addressing a special ceremony of 
Margalla Dialogue 2024, organised by Islamabad Policy Re-
search Institute (IPRI). Gen Munir was apparently referring 
to India’s global “extrajudicial” network of state-sponsored 
targeted killings. Besides Pakistan, Canada and the US have 
also accused Indian agents of being linked to one assassi-
nation and one attempt in their countries. Indian govern-
ment is allegedly involved in the killing of Hardeep Singh 
Nijjar, a Canadian citizen and prominent campaigner for a 
sovereign Sikh state — known as Khalistan in northern India. 
The United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), in its 2024 annual report, highlighted 
how throughout 2024, individuals have been killed, beaten, 
and lynched by vigilante groups, religious leaders have been 
arbitrarily arrested, and homes and places of worship have 
been demolished. “It describes the use of misinformation 
and disinformation, including hate speech, by government 
officials to incite violent attacks against religious minorities 
and their places of worship,” the report stated.   In Jan 2024, 
former foreign secretary Syrus Qazi said Pakistan had “cred-
ible evidence” for Indian agents’ link to the killings of two 
of its citizens on Pakistani soil, exposing the “sophisticated

Continued on Page 06

Unrestricted freedom of speech contributing to 
degradation of moral values in societies, says 

Gen Munir at Margalla Dialogue 2024

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In a fresh development, 
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar has 
said that the Supreme Court’s consti-
tutional bench now has the power to 
take suo motu notices — an authority 
that once rested with the chief justice 
of Pakistan (CJP). During a hearing of 
an anti-terrorism case on Friday, Jus-
tice Mazhar told a counsel: “Mr advo-
cate, only the procedure has changed 
after the [26th Constitutional] Amend-
ment. The Supreme Court still retains 
the authority to take suo motu notice. 
The only difference now is that suo 
motu cases will proceed before a con-
stitutional bench.” The constitutional 
bench of the Supreme Court heard 16 
cases pending for a long time in the 
apex court on Friday. Multiple cases 
were disposed of, hearings of a few 

cases were adjourned by issuing notic-
es, and several crucial remarks were 
made by the bench during the case 
hearings. The new bench, constituted 
under the 26th Constitutional Amend-
ment, held its first-ever hearing of 
cases on Thursday, aiming to clear the 
large backlog and provide justice to 
petitioners. The Justice Amin-ud-Din 
Khan-led bench had to hear around 
34 cases as per the cause list for No-
vember 14 and 15. Eighteen of these 
cases were scheduled for Thursday 
and the remaining 16 set for Friday 
(today). With Justice Khan in the lead, 
the constitutional bench includes Jus-
tice Jamal Khan Mandokhail, Justice 
Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice Syed 
Hasan Azhar Rizvi, Justice Musar-
rat Hilali and Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan. Following the conclusion of 
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‘Constitutional bench can 
also take suo motu notice’

SC can still take suo motu notice, only 
procedure has changed, says top court judge

COAS slams Hindutva ideology

IMF stresses need to 
implement tax targets
Pakistan reiterates commitment to strictly 

follow conditions of $7bn bailout programme
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The five-day talks between Pa-
kistan and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), which began on Nov 11, concluded 
today with Pakistan reiterating its commit-
ment to strictly follow the conditions of the 
ongoing bailout programme. Sources said 
that the technical talks featured Pakistan’s 
economic team headed by Finance Minister 
Muhammad Aurangzeb and the IMF dele-
gation led by mission chief Nathan Porter. 
The IMF team, the sources said, stressed 
the need to implement tax targets and the 
National Fiscal Pact. They added that the 
IMF delegation is set to visit Pakistan in 
February or March 2025 for the first eco-
nomic assessment under the $7 billion bail-
out package. During this visit, Pakistan will 

Continued on Page 06

Cabinet committee 
endorses rejection 
of bid for PIA stake

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Cabinet Committee on 
Privatisation (CCOP) has approved the Pri-
vatisation Commission’s recommendation 
to reject the Rs10 billion offer submitted 
by the sole bidder for a 60 per cent stake 
in Pakistan International Airlines Corpo-
ration Limited (PIACL), it emerged on 
Friday. On Wednesday, the Privatisation 
Commission’s board rejected the sole bid 
submitted by Blue World City, a real-es-
tate development company, and referred 

Continued on Page 06

Ban on VPN: 
Interior ministry 

writes to PTA
 

The ministry noted VPN 
misuse by terrorist groups

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Interior has di-
rected the Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) to block unauthorised 
Virtual Private Networks (VPNs), citing na-
tional security concerns and alleged misuse 

Continued on Page 06

TRNC Proclamation day

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkiye, Irfan Neziroglu, former Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Syed, former Senator Talha Mehmood and TRNC representative in 

Islamabad, Dilsad Senol along with others cutting cake to celebrate the 41st 
anniversary of the proclamation of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. – DNA

CJP chairs key 
huddle for 
jail reforms

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) Yahya Afridi on Friday chaired 
an important meeting to bring about 
jail reforms. The top judge also consti-
tuted a sub-committee that would vis-
it the prisons across the Punjab. The 
meeting was also attended by Lahore 
High Court Chief Justice Aalia Neelum, 
Ahad Cheema and Khadija Shah. A 
sub-committee was also formed by the 
CJP to introduce jail reforms. Amna 

Continued on Page 06

Citing ‘unethical content’

Last day of talks 

PM Shehbaz 
felicitates 

SL President 
Says, Pakistan 

remained committed 
to further expanding 
its cordial relations

Saifulah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday extended 
his heartfelt felicitations to 
President of Sri Lanka Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake on re-
sounding victory of his party 
in the parliamentary elec-
tions.  "This is a testament to 
the confidence and trust that 
the people of Sri Lanka have 
reposed in his vision and lead-
ership," the prime minister 
wrote on his X account.  He 
said Pakistan remained com-
mitted to further expanding 
its close and longstanding 
relations with Sri Lanka, 
which were based on mutual 
respect, shared values, and a 
long history of cooperation.

Hamas ready 
for ceasefire 
‘immediately’

News Desk
LONDON: A Hamas offi-
cial has claimed that Israel 
has not put forward any 
“serious proposals” for a 
ceasefire since the assas-
sination of its leader Is-
mail Haniyeh, despite the 
group being ready for one 
“immediately.” Dr. Basem 
Naim told during a British 
news channel program” 
that the last “well-defined, 
brokered deal” was put 
on the table between the 
two warring sides on July 
2. “It was discussed in all 

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: Bangladesh 
Deputy High Commis-
sioner SM Mahbubul 
Alam has stressed the 
need for enhancing 
trade and investment 
cooperation with Pa-
kistan. He expressed 
theses views during his 
visit to Nawabshah and 
meets the businessper-
sons and office bearers 
of the Shaheed Bena-
zirabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(SBCCI) recently. The 
President, Senior Vice 
President, Vice Pres-
idents, Secretary and 
other office bearers of 
the SBCCI welcome the 
Bangladesh envoy.   The 
Deputy High Commis-
sioner of Bangladesh 
interacts with the busi-
ness leaders of Shaheed 
Benazirabad division 
of Sindh province. He 
highlighted the poten-

tial trade and business 
with Bangladesh. He 
expressed his optimism 
that Bangladesh Mis-
sions in Pakistan have 
been striving to achieve 
USD one billion bilat-
eral trade between the 
two countries in near fu-
ture. He invited the po-
tential business persons 
to explore new areas of 
export and import be-

tween the two brotherly 
countries. He also invit-
ed the potential entre-
preneurs and investors 
from Pakistan to invest 
in Bangladesh as he 
elaborated the foreign 
investment friendly pol-
icies of Bangladesh. He 
mentioned that Bangla-
desh has been working 
to establish 100 special 
economic zones across 

the country, where for-
eign investors from 
different counties have 
been investing.   The 
Shaheed Benazirabad 
Chamber and the emi-
nent business persons 
expressed their inter-
est for wider trade and 
business relations with 
Bangladesh. Issues such 
as direct f light, direct 
shipping, visa simplifi-

cation, and exchange of 
business delegation be-
tween the two countries 
were discussed.  Deputy 
High Commissioner invit-
ed business delegations 
from Pakistan to Bang-
ladesh. He also empha-
sized wider interaction 
among the Chambers vis-
à-vis  business persons of 
the two countries. They 
also attached importance 
for more people-to-peo-
ple contract between the 
two countries.  The Bang-
ladesh Deputy High Com-
mission in Karachi and 
the Shaheed Benazirabad 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (SBCCI) 
expressed their sin-
cerity and readiness to 
extent all possible sup-
ports for the promotion 
of trade and economic 
relationships between 
Bangladesh and Paki-
stan.  —Agencies 

BD deputy High Commissioner meets SBCCI
Mahbubul for boosting trade ties between Pak,BD

Next generation 
Pak learning 

Festival launched

ISLAMABAD: Students reading books on a book stall during Pakistan Learning Festival at 
 Islamabad Model College for Boys (ICB) G-6, in the Federal Capital.

Ahsan Iqbal emphasized the importance of organizing such 
festivals across all districts of Pakistan. He highlighted how 
these events provide students with opportunities to meet 
successful individuals and learn from their experiences

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Education and Professional Training 
Dr Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui on Friday 
inaugurated the Next Generation Pa-
kistan Learning Festival. Besides the 
Education Minister, the inauguration 
ceremony was also attended by the 
Federal Minister of Planning, Devel-
opment and Special Initiatives Prof. 
Ahsan Iqbal, Supreme Court Judge 
Justice Athar Minallah, and Education 
Secretary Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani. 
Speaking at the inauguration ceremo-
ny, Federal Education Secretary Mo-
hiyuddin Wani hoped that 2 to 3 lakh 
children will participate in the three-
day learning festival. Wani further said 
that such learning festivals will also 
be organized at the national level in 
collaboration with the provinces. The 
mega learning festival in the history 
of country, have multiple learning ac-
tivities like knowledge sharing, story 
telling, documentaries, movies, books 
fair, books reviews, Ed-tech and skills 
activities, he mentioned. He said that 
thousands of students of federal pub-
lic and private educational institutions 
and specially from the Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Karachi are also participating in 
the three-day academic fair organized 
by the Federal Ministry of Education. 

Addressing the learning festival, Jus-
tice Athar Minallah said that the youth 
of today has a lot of potential. 
He said that the limit of the devel-
opment is sky, adding such a festival 
increases the learning of children. 
During his address, Ahsan Iqbal em-
phasized the importance of organiz-
ing such festivals across all districts 
of Pakistan. He highlighted how these 
events provide students with opportu-
nities to meet successful individuals 
and learn from their experiences.   
Ahsan Iqbal reflected on Pakistan’s 
history, calling it a “precious nation 
built through immense sacrifices.”  
He noted that skeptics at the time 
of Pakistan’s creation doubted its 
survival. Despite such challeng-
es, he said, the country has made 
significant achievements over the 
years.   “We started with nothing, 
not even common office supplies 
but today, Pakistan has become the 
seventh nuclear power and produc-
es advanced aircraft like the JF-17 
Thunder,” Iqbal stated.   While high-
lighting the advancements in educa-
tion, Iqbal mentioned that Pakistan 
has now over 250 universities. From 
Gilgit-Baltistan to Karachi, a robust 
fiber optic backbone connects the 
nation, symbolizing technologi-
cal progress.   Mr Iqbal urged the 
youth to adopt a positive mindset, 

emphasizing that hatred and despair 
lead nowhere. “Dreams come true 
through hard work,” he said, sharing 
his own journey of success through 
education rather than wealth or priv-
ilege.   Recounting his career, Iqbal 
revealed that as a student, he had 
written in an admission essay that 
he aspired to serve Pakistan through 
public office. “I took my first oath 
in the National Assembly in 1993, 
proving that dreams backed by effort 
can indeed turn into reality.”   Ah-
san Iqbal called for fostering peace, 
stability, and brotherhood to ensure 
national development. He criticized 
divisive rhetoric and stressed the 
importance of teamwork under the 
banner of “Team Pakistan.”   Refer-
ring to a past incident where a young 
man attacked him, Ahsan Iqbal said, 
“That boy’s mind was poisoned with 
hatred by political leaders and social 
media.” He urged the audience to 
reject the “virus of hatred and prej-
udice” and embrace tolerance for a 
brighter future. Dr Khalid Maqbool 
also visited the book stalls and ob-
served other activities of the event.  
The ceremony concluded with a 
strong message of hope and deter-
mination, encouraging the youth to 
pursue their dreams and contribute to 
Pakistan’s journey toward becoming 
one of the leading nations in Asia.

 Glucometers given to 
children with Type 1 diabetes 

PESHAWAR:To meaningful-
ly observe ‘World Diabetes 
Day’, the Mercy Teaching 
Hospital Peshawar spear-
headed an initiative aimed 
at supporting young pa-
tients living with Type 1 
diabetes.  The hospital dis-
tributed free glucometers 
here the other day, provid-
ing children and their fam-
ilies with the tools needed 
to monitor blood glucose 
levels independently — a 
crucial step in diabetes 
self-management and life-
long health. The event 
featured an educational 
session, shedding light 
on the unique challenges 
associated with Type 1 
diabetes. Specialists in en-
docrinology and diabetes 
care provided insights into 
effective disease manage-

ment, the importance of 
regular monitoring, and 
lifestyle strategies to im-
prove quality of life. Dr. 
Faheem Ullah, Assistant 
Prof. Endocrinology and 
Diabetes Department, 
MTH, opened the session 
with an overview of Type 
1 diabetes, focusing on its 
prevalence and impact in 
Pakistan. He emphasized 
how critical lifestyle man-
agement can reduce health 
complications, helping 
patients to live healthier, 
longer lives despite their 
diagnosis. Ms. Iqra, a nu-
tritionist, highlighted the 
role of nutrition in blood 
sugar management, offer-
ing practical guidance on 
meal planning and dietary 
adjustments to prevent 
complications and support 

long-term health in pa-
tients with Type 1 diabe-
tes. Dr. Saud Khalid pre-
sented on hypoglycemia, 
a serious concern in Type 
1 diabetes. Concluding the 
session, Dr. Haris, who 
manages his own Type 1 
diabetes, shared his in-
spiring story, illustrating 
the importance of resil-
ience, self-discipline, and 
a supportive healthcare 
network. Mercy Teaching 
Hospital underscored its 
commitment to diabetes 
awareness and community 
health. The provision of 
free glucometers and the 
educational session have 
empowered children and 
their families with tools 
and knowledge to navigate 
their diabetes journey con-
fidently.—APP

AJK President allocates  
Rs 569m for uplift projects
MIRPUR (AJK) :Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir  (AJK) 
President Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry has 
laid  foundation stones of 
two different Rs 569 mil-
lion construction projects 
at the state-run Women 
University in Bagh distirct 
. The projects included Rs 
315 million administrative 
block and Rs 254 million 
state of the art student 
hostel building at the main 
varsity’s campus.  Ad-
dressing ceremony on this 
occasion, the AJK Presi-
dent said that primary ob-
jective in his  life was to 
raise awareness about the 
Kashmir cause on global 
scale  and to resolve the 
problems being confront-
ed by the people of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir at 
local level. He added that 
visiting Bagh had always 
been a pleasant experi-
ence for him particularly 

the Women’s University, 
which, he said, was found-
ed to provide higher edu-
cation and training oppor-
tunities to the women of 
the liberated territory.  “I 
am happy to see that the 
objectives for which this 
institution was estab-
lished are being achieved 
fully”, the president said, 
adding that it was hearten-
ing to see that challenges 
faced by the university in 
terms of basic infrastruc-
ture, acquiring land and 
attracting highly qualified 
faculty had now been over-
come .  He expressed the 
optimism that a state-of-the-
art infrastructure would be 
available for the university 
very soon and the students 
after graduating from the 
institution would be able 
to serve the nation in a 
much better way.”  “ I also 
appreciate the support 
of the Higher Education 

Commission of Pakistan 
and the Government of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
in strengthening the only 
university established for 
women in Azad Kashmir”, 
the president added.   Bar-
rister Chaudhry said that 
it was a pleasure to see 
that the first software 
technology park for wom-
en had been established in 
the Women University  in 
collaboration with Pakistan 
Software Export Board.  Ap-
preciating girls’ talent, the 
president said that the wom-
en of the liberated territory, 
who were endowed with so 
many natural talents, would 
serve the country better by 
benefiting from such facili-
ties . “It is a matter of great 
satisfaction that the univer-
sity has made its place in 
the global ranking in spite 
of numerous challenges 
in a very short period of 
time”, he said.—APP

KP CM for implementation of public 
agenda to improve governance

PESHAWAR : Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Friday stressed that the public agenda of the provincial government 
must be implemented in letter and spirit to improve governance and ensure efficient service delivery in the province. Pre-
siding over a meeting to review implementation of 99-point of the government’s Public Agenda, he emphasized that negligence 
would not be tolerated, and monitoring at the district level would be made more effective A press release issued here said he di-
rected divisional commissioners to hold at least one public meeting each month in their respective districts, and deputy commis-
sioners to organize a minimum of two such meetings per month. He also instructed assistant commissioners to hold Katchery 
in their tehsils monthly and complete the mapping of all land records offices within 51 days. Earlier the CM was informed in a 
briefing on the key accomplishments that a total of 429 public meetings, known as “Khuli Kachery,” have been conducted across 
the province. These include 27 Katchery for women, 17 for minorities, 14 for farmers, 18 for persons with disabilities, and 11 
for traders. As part of a special cleanliness drive, 431 campaigns have been conducted in educational institutions. Additionally, 
843 public toilets, 590 canals, 1066 roads, 287 recreational spots, and 298 bus stations have been cleaned. Waste has been 
cleared from 7267 vacant plots, and 1195 clogged drains have been reopened, while 1509 drains have been cleaned. Moreover, 
439 sewer lines were cleaned, and 101 were repaired. During the campaign against illegal dumping sites, 368 such spots were 
cleared, and 226 designated sites for waste disposal were notified. A total of 4359 trash bins have been installed for public use. 
In efforts to enhance recreational areas, clean drinking water has been made available in 114 public parks, while benches have 
been installed in 169 parks. Over 4000 advertisement boards and banners have been removed from utility poles, and 4500 ads 
were cleared from walls. It said that 11697 water tanks have been cleaned, and inspections have been conducted at 108 bus sta-
tions, where 497 rest rooms and 100 waiting rooms have been cleaned. Furthermore, government-issued fare charts have been 
posted at 93 bus stations, and over 300 waste bins have been placed at 95 tourist destinations. The briefing also noted that 
4682 manholes have been repaired, and over 6300 street lights have been fixed, with an additional 4500 street lights installed. 
The removal of 1188 illegal speed breakers and 293 unauthorized parking stands was also reported.—DNA

Efforts afoot 
to address 
financial 

challenges in 
edu sector

 
ISLAMABAD :Additional 
Secretary of the Ministry of 
Education and Professional 
Training, Hassan Saqlain, 
stated that the government 
was taking urgent steps to 
improve access to quality of 
education in the country. 
 He highlighted initiatives 
such as the provision of free 
meals in educational institu-
tions, health and sanitation 
programs, the establishment 
of Early Childhood Education 
classrooms, solar-powered 
schools, a pink bus service 
for female students, and the 
creation of IT and STEM 
labs equipped with robotics 
and artificial intelligence.  
Additionally, unused hostels 
are being converted into IT 
labs, and through public-pri-
vate partnerships, education 
experts are being integrated 
into the educational system 
to enhance its capacity and 
accessibility. He was ad-
dressing the policy dialogue 
on “Investing in Education: 
Bridging Financial Gaps and 
Optimizing Resource Alloca-
tion,” hosted by the Pakistan 
Institute of Education (PIE) 
in collaboration with the Paki-
stan Coalition for Education. 
The goal of the dialogue was 
to shed light on the financial 
challenges facing education 
and identify practical actions 
to ensure the provision of 
quality education for all, in 
alignment with Article 25-A 
of the Constitution and Sus-
tainable Development Goal 
4.  At the start of the policy 
dialogue, Director General of 
Pakistan Institute of Educa-
tion, Dr. Mohammad Shahid 
Soroya, emphasized PIE’s 
commitment to finding col-
lective .—APP

Canopy Trees vital resource in 
combating smog, air pollution

PESHAWAR:In an ongoing 
battle against air pollution, 
especially smog, the preser-
vation and plantation of can-
opy trees in big cities were 
stressed by environmental-
ists and forestry experts 
to win the fight against 
these environmental chal-
lenges. Declaring PM 2.5 
pollution is dangerous for 
human and living creatures, 
the experts urged the KP 
Govt, city planners and lo-
cal authorities to focus on 
these trees to mitigate the 
adverse effects of air pollu-
tion, which has been on the 
rise in many urban centers, 
particularly in Peshawar. 
Gulzar Rehman, former 
Conservator of Forests KP 
told APP that the cutting 
of conopy trees for hous-
ing societies, expansion of 
roads and monetary bene-
fits have contributed to air 

pollution in Peshawar.
He said that Pakistan was 
a home to more than 200 
native tree species and nine 
distinct forest ecological 
systems, many of which are 
found nowhere else in the 
world. Among these, can-
opy trees like Siris, Pipal, 
Bakin, and Shisham are par-
ticularly vital for improving 
air quality in cities. He em-
phasized that these trees 
are not only an aesthetic 
asset to urban landscapes 
but also play a significant 
role in air purification and 
environmental balance. “A 
single healthy canopy tree 
can provide oxygen for up 
to four people,” Gulzar stat-
ed. “Furthermore, 1,075 
trees planted on just one 
hectare of land can absorb 
six to eight tons of carbon 
dioxide every day.”
However, he lamented that 

the unchecked cutting of 
these trees in urban areas, 
especially in Peshawar in 
the past, has exacerbated 
the city’s growing pollution 
problems, contributing di-
rectly to the smog and air 
pollution that could be seen 
even with a naked eye while 
standing on Surey bridge. 
Peshawar, once known for 
its lush green landscapes 
and rich biodiversity, has 
seen a dramatic decline 
in its tree cover over the 
past few decades. Histori-
cally, the Peshawar Valley 
was home to a dense for-
est ecosystem, which not 
only helped purify the air 
but also acted as a natural 
water source and a habitat 
for wildlife. This biodiver-
sity was instrumental in 
maintaining the ecological 
balance of the region.—
APP

Rs. 4b 
released for 
Sehat Card 

program
PESHAWAR: The Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government 
has released an additional 
Rs. 4 billion for the Sehat 
Card Program, Advisor Fi-
nance Muzzammil Aslam 
announced on Friday. 
To date, Rs. 24 billion has 
been allocated under the 
program since Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur 
assumed office.
Muzzammil Aslam ex-
pressed pride in the pub-
lic’s satisfaction with the 
program, which offers free 
healthcare to residents. In 
a major policy move, Chief 
Minister Gandapur has ap-
proved the expansion of the 
Sehat Card Scheme by in-
cluding more public and pri-
vate hospitals in its panel. 
He directed the relevant au-
thorities to convene a poli-
cy board meeting to finalize 
the inclusion of hospitals 
that meet the scheme’s 
quality standards.—APP

78 new 
dengue cases 
surfaced in 

Punjab
LAHORE :The Punjab 
Health Department con-
firmed on Friday that 78 
new cases of dengue fe-
ver were reported across 
the province in the last 
24 hours.  According to a 
report,Rawalpindi record-
ed the highest number of 
cases with 64,followed by 
Lahore with 5 and Attock 
with 2.Single cases were also 
reported in Faisalabad,Sa-
hiwal,Bahawalpur,Mianwal-
i,Sargodha,Sheikhupura, and 
Okara.   Over the current 
week,502 new cases have 
been recorded,pushing the 
total number.—APP



Senator  
slams PTI’s 
‘politics of 

chaos’
ISLAMABAD :Senator 
of the Pakistan Muslim 
League-N Afnan Ullah 
Khan Friday lambasted the 
PTI’s “politics of chaos,” 
vehemently warning that 
the government will not 
tolerate any attempts to 
destabilize the nation and 
undermine its progress. In 
an Interview with a private 
news channel, “PML-N 
Senator Afnan Ullah Khan 
cautioned that protesting in 
the red zone will no longer 
be tolerated following CM 
KPK’s dare-to-government 
statement. Senator Afnan 
Ullah strongly condemned 
the Chief Minister of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s incendi-
ary remarks, warning they 
could provoke unrest and 
spark chaos, reminiscent 
of the May 9 incident. He 
urged restraint empha-
sizing the government’s 
commitment to maintain-
ing law and order. Afnan 
Ullah Khan voiced grave 
concerns over the poten-
tial chaos and disruption 
daily protests in Islamabad 
could cause, particularly 
given the frequent visits 
of high-profile dignitaries 
to the capital.      He em-
phasized that such demon-
strations would not only 
inconvenience citizens in 
their daily lives but also 
jeopardize Islamabad’s 
security, tranquility and 
overall atmosphere. He 
strongly condemned the 
Chief Minister of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (CM KPK) 
for misusing government 
resources for personal and 
political gain—APP     

PTA continues 
crackdown on 

illegal issuance 
of SIMs

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority 
(PTA) Zonal Office Pesha-
war, in collaboration with 
the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime 
Wing Peshawar conducted 
successful raids on telecom 
franchisees in Barakahu, Is-
lamabad, and Shinkiari, Dis-
trict Mansehra.  According 
to news release both fran-
chisees were involved in 
the illegal issuance of SIMs 
by deceitfully obtaining 
fingerprints of underprivi-
leged women from various 
villages in Orakzai Agency. 
During the Barakahu raid, 
6 BVS devices, 8 activat-
ed SIMs, 200 suspected 
SIMs, 2 computers, and 
digital fingerprints were 
confiscated. The FIA team 
also recovered several orig-
inal CNICs and 6 mobile 
phones. —APP

Ethiopia, Pak agree on forging 
cooperation in education sector 

Dr. Jemal Beker stressed on establishing institutional linkages between the two countries under the 
MoU for joint research programmes in health, education and renewable sectors and exchange of the 

delegations of experts to elevate the already flourishing relations

DNA

The Federal Democratic Repub-
lic of Ethiopia (FDRE) and the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
have agreed to forge a holistic 
cooperation in education, sci-
ence and technology sectors 
for transforming lives of their 
nations.
Both sides explored various are-
as partnership and collaboration 
in the above-mentioned sectors 
during a meeting between H.E. 
Dr. Jemal Beker Abdula, Special 
Envoy and Ambassador Extraor-
dinary of the FDR Ethiopia, and 
Federal Minister for Education, 
Science and Technology H.E. 
Dr. Kahlid Maqbool Siddiqui.
During the meeting, the two 
sides further discussed a bilater-
al Memorandum of Understand-
ing signed in May 2023 between 
the two countries to enhance co-
operation in the areas of science 
and technology.  Moreover, H.E. 
Dr. Jemal Beker stressed on es-
tablishing institutional linkages 
between the two countries un-

der the MoU for joint research 
programmes in health, educa-
tion and renewable sectors and 
exchange of the delegations of 
experts to elevate the already 
flourishing relations. To this 
end, the ambassador said Ethi-

opia is building a market driven 
human resource development 
while taking robust policy to 
ensure a digital ecosystem to 
enable the citizens to catch and 
cope up with the changing tech-
nological landscape and global 

dynamism.  He said the Govern-
ment of the FDR Ethiopia led by 
H.E. Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Prime Min-
ister of Ethiopia, has been taking 
tangible steps to empower its peo-
ple through innovation and tech-
nology transformation roadmap 

that improve socio-economic rev-
olution in fintech, and digital com-
petitiveness. In this regard, the 
Ethiopian Government wants to 
cooperate with Pakistan in these 
sectors.  On the other hand, the 
Education, Science and Technol-
ogy Minister lauded the consist-
ent economic growth of the FDR 
Ethiopia and highlighted the re-
ligious attachment of the people 
of Pakistan with Ethiopia. He 
said the Government of Pakistan 
is committed to the Look Africa 
and Engage Africa policy, and 
forging strong bilateral cooper-
ation with the African countries 
in multiple sectors such as econ-
omy, health, education, science 
and technology. The Minister 
assured the Ambassador of all-
out support and assistance for 
strengthening the cooperation 
in education, science and tech-
nology sectors. Federal Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Science 
and Technology H.E. Sajid Ba-
loch and Coordinator General 
COMSTECH H.E Dr. Prof. Dr. 
M. Iqbal Choudhary were also 
present in the meeting.

ISLAMABAD :As the world 
turns to be a global village, 
keeping aloof of internation-
al developments in different 
arena of life, especially in 
education sector leaves na-
tions backward and under 
developed, missing several 
opportunities in research and 
inventions.
Since it is common dilemma 
of developing nations to ex-
cel in education and research 
sectors due to lack of political 
will or paucity of funds, such 
nations including Pakistan 
direly need to transform this 
sector for compete globally. 
Experts believe that a multi-
faceted approach like reform-
ing education system, industry 
academia linkages, faculty de-
velopment, accreditation and 
quality assurance, updating 
curricula, adopting modern 

management practices and 
critical thinking can be some 
essential steps to promote 
quality education.
They also stress partnership 
between universities and in-
dustries to provide students 
practical training and expo-
sure to latest researches, train 
faculty members in modern 
teaching methodologies and 
management practices and 
establish robust accredita-
tion processes. “We need to 
encourage entrepreneurship 
and innovation through busi-
ness incubators and startup 
support, use Pakistan’s case 
studies to teach management 
principles and offer executive 
education programs for work-
ing professionals,” opined an 
expert, Professor Tahir.  “Man-
dating internships and appren-
ticeships for management 

students, involving students 
in real-world consulting pro-
jects, organizing business plan 
competitions and entrepre-
neurship and engaging them 
with experienced managers 
and entrepreneurs, can also 
be beneficial,” he stressed.  
Prof. Tahir also suggested es-
tablishing industry advisory 
boards to guide curriculum 
development and invite in-
dustry experts to share their 
experiences. “Joint research 
projects between academia 
and industry and offering cus-
tomized training programs for 
industries should also be made 
mandatory to improve quality 
of education.” Since renowned 
universities of the world deem 
degrees of numerous of our 
educational institutes as in-
compatible to their standards, 
a bulk of our students have 

to put in extra efforts to com-
pete their fellows at these 
universities.   Although, our 
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) has been actively 
working to improve quality of 
education yet the challenges 
of compatible education still 
exit. No doubt that the HEC 
has initiated quality review of 
universities through panel of 
experts to ensure implemen-
tation of required criteria and 
good governance for improv-
ing quality of teaching and re-
search but still it needs to do a 
lot to achieve set targets.
“We have launched the re-
vamped Quality Assurance 
Framework, ‘Pakistan Pre-
cepts, Standards and Guide-
lines for Quality Assurance 
in Higher Education (PSG-
2023)’ in line with HEC’s 
Vision 2025.—APP

Competitive higher  
education still challenge 

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
Monal............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Hotels & 
Restaurants

IslamabadPOST03

Metrolite
Saturday, November 16 , 2024

IslamabadPOST03

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
November

Nov 01/Algeria
National Day

Nov 04/Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07/Russian Feder-
ation

Socialist Revolution

Nov 09/Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11/Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14/Jordan
Birthday of King  

Hussein

Nov 15/Belgium
Kings Day

Nov 15/Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15/Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus

National Day

Nov 18/Oman
National Day

Nov 18/Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21/Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22/Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25/Suriname
National Day

Nov 28/Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28/Albania
Flags Day

Call for int’l 
intervention as India 
intensifies repression 

in IIOJK
ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has said that BJP-led Indian government is using its military 
might and Hindutva-driven policies to suppress the Kashmiris’ 
legitimate struggle for their inalienable right to self-determina-
tion in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir(IIOJK). 
According to Kashmir Media Service, APHC spokesman Ad-
vocate Abdul Rashid Minhas in a statement issued in Srinagar 
urged the Indian government to shun its anti-Kashmir and 
communal agendas in the internationally recognized disputed 
territory and take concrete steps for settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute as per relevant resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council, which call for a plebiscite to allow Kashmiris 
to determine their future. Minhas emphasized the sacrifices 
of over half a million Kashmiris who laid down their lives, 
the hardships faced by tens of thousands who were forced 
to migrate to Pakistan, Azad Kashmir, and other parts of the 
world, as well as the ongoing suffering of thousands of politi-
cal leaders and activists, including the APHC leadership, who 
remain subjected to illegal detention, will not be allowed to go 
waste.  He reaffirmed that the Kashmiris’ unwavering struggle 
for self-determination will continue, no matter the cost. The 
APHC spokesman also expressed grave concern over the on-
going wave of atrocities, including arbitrary arrests, relentless 
cordon and search operations, house raids, and the seizure 
of properties in the occupied territory. Minhas condemned 
the heavy-handed tactics employed by the BJP-led Hindutva 
government and its appointed Lieutenant Governor in IIOJK, 
who, with the help of the Indian Army and police, have sti-
fled all political and social activities in the occupied territory 
through state terrorism and brute force.     He denounced 
the widespread use of military might to crush the Kashmiris’ 
popular demand for self-determination, a right guaranteed by 
the UNSC through its several resolutions.—APP

Islamabad: Group Photo of Mohammed Saleem High Commissioner designated to Canada , 
Bushra Rehman President Pakistan Canada Trade Association ,Mohammad Ahmed President US-

PICC and Malik Sohail Hussain Chairman Coordination FPCCI & SG PCTA at Serena. – DNA

Consortium of Asia Pacific launched
ISLAMABAD: Consortium of Asia Pacific (CAPS), a Paki-
stan-based multi-institutional forum dedicated to fostering 
independent, objective discourse on the Asia-Pacific region 
was launched here on Friday. The launch event saw the 
large participation from academicians political and re-
gional experts, researchers, and students, who together 
discussed the Pakistani variable in the wake of changing 
paradigms in Asia Pacific, said a press release. Pakistan's 
cuisine Chief Guest, Khalid Rehman, Chairman of the In-
stitute of Policy Studies (IPS), praised CAPS’as strategic 
mission, highlighting its potential as a bridge-builder for 
Pakistan in the Asia-Pacific region. He emphasized the im-
portance of China and the need for Pakistanis to project 
their own identity. CAPS is an excellent initiative, provid-
ing an independent, inclusive, and democratic platform for 
discussion. The Asia Pacific region, with its vast area 
and population, is crucial in global politics. Amidst 
Pakistan’s political polarization and conflicting world 
views, CAPS’s research-based approach will provide 
objective insights. We congratulate CAPS on this out-
standing initiative and their passion for promoting a 
positive world view. This forum showcases Pakistan’s 
commitment to regional cooperation and progress. 
Dr. Khurram Iqbal, President of CAPS, outlined the 
consortium’s purpose and long-term goals, empha-
sizing Pakistan’s ability to navigate the geopolitical 
tensions and stressed on the prospects of Pakistan po-

sitioning itself as a bridge between the US and China 
to turn these geopolitical tensions into a catalyst for 
its own economic growth. Dr. Iqbal highlighted that 
these geopolitical challenges could be leveraged as a 
catalyst for Pakistan’s economic growth, suggesting 
that Islamabad prioritize “low politics” areas, such as 
trade, technology, climate action, and innovation. He un-
derscored the need for Pakistan to seek partnerships 
with middle powers in Asia-Pacific, thus opening doors 
for collaboration in sectors critical to global progress. 
Dr. Shoaib, Senior Vice President of CAPS, spoke on the 
importance of building partnerships within the region, 
stressing the role of regional alliances in Pakistan’s path 
toward development.  Umair Pervez Khan, Secretary 
CAPS, moderated the event and highlighted the need 
for careful diplomacy as Pakistan explores the opportu-
nities that the Asia-Pacific holds. He pointed out that, 
by capitalizing on the region’s potential, Pakistan 
could benefit economically and diplomatically. The 
event also featured a comprehensive presentation by 
Dr. Gulshan Rafiq, Chief organizer of CAPS, outlining 
CAPS’s objectives and vision, illustrating how the con-
sortium seeks to shape the discourse on Asia-Pacific 
in Pakistan. The launch of CAPS marks an important 
step forward in Pakistan’s efforts to engage more con-
structively within the Asia-Pacific and promote an in-
clusive, forward-looking agenda for the region.
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With thousands of visitors attending the festival daily, Lok Mela has become 
a symbol of Pakistan’s shared cultural heritage and traditions, said a 

youngsters’ group. I am loving the variety of traditional dishes here and the 
flavors are amazing” a Islamabad resident added

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The ongoing 
10-day Lok Mela festival has 
brought together people 
from all walks of life and cit-
ies, showcasing Pakistan’s 
vibrant cultural heritage 
and tantalizing tradition-
al cuisine where visitors 
are flocking to indulge in 
mouth-watering delicacies 
like Balochi Sajji, Sarson ka 
Saag, Chapli Kabab, Sindhi 
Biryani and Chapal Kabab.
A report aired by PTV 
News channel stated that 
Pakistan’s cities have come 
together to celebrate the 

country’s rich culinary di-
versity at the 10-day Lok 
Mela festival.
The festival, which kicked 
off in Islamabad, features 
a wide range of tradition-
al cuisine from across 
Pakistan, showcasing the 
unique flavors and cooking 
techniques of each cities. 
From the spicy karhai of 
Peshawar to the flavorful 
biryani of Karachi and from 
the savory sarson ka saag of 
Lahore to the mouthwater-
ing Balochi Sajji, the festi-
val offers a culinary journey 
through Pakistan’s diverse 
cities, said a visitor while 
enjoying food. The report 

highlighted that the festival 
aims to promote cultural 
unity and exchange among 
Pakistan’s cities providing a 
platform for artisans, chefs, 
and musicians to showcase 
their talents.
With thousands of visitors 
attending the festival dai-
ly, Lok Mela has become a 
symbol of Pakistan’s shared 
cultural heritage and tra-
ditions, said a youngsters’ 
group.
I am loving the variety of 
traditional dishes here and 
the flavors are amazing” a 
Islamabad resident added. 
“I have never tasted such 
authentic Peshawari Kabab 

outside of Peshawar” said 
a student visited with his 
school friends.
“Lok Mela has become 
a yearly tradition for me. 
The food, music and crafts 
everything is just fantastic” 
Maria Ahmed, a women 
came from Punjab said.
“I am so glad to see our 
cultural heritage being 
celebrated through food. 
It is a true representation 
of Pakistan” Tahir Hussain 
a businessman mentioned.
“The kebabs from Quetta 
are to die for I have had 
them every day since the 
festival started” Aliya Fati-
ma a food blogger added.

“Lok Mela has become an 
iconic event, celebrating 
Pakistan’s heritage and 
traditions. We will contin-
ue to support such initia-
tives” Mayor of Islamabad 
also added.“We have sold 
out of our famous Sindhi 
biryani every day since 
the festival started. The 
response has been over-
whelming” a food stall 
owner said.
“Lok Mela provides a plat-
form for small businesses 
like ours to showcase our 
traditional cuisine. We are 
grateful for the opportu-
nity”, a homemade food 
seller said.

Pakistan’s cities unite with diverse 
traditional cuisine at  Lok Mela 

Briefs
Sufficient 
fertilizer 

stocks 
available for 
Rabi season

	

ISLAMABAD: The Ferti-
lizer Review Committee 
(FRC) on Friday expressed 
complete satisfaction with 
the country’s current fer-
tilizer reserves, ensuring 
adequate supplies of both 
DAP and urea for the up-
coming Rabi season. The 
committee met under the 
chairmanship of Federal 
Minister for Industries, 
Production, and National 
Food Security Rana Tan-
veer Hussain to assess 
the stock position of DAP 
and urea fertilizers for the 
Rabi season 2024-25, said 
a news release. The minis-
ter highlighted the increas-
ing demand for DAP ferti-
lizer in the country, with 
a 44% surge in DAP off 
take. This rise in demand 
is attributed to the Punjab 
government’s Kisan Card 
initiative. The DAP offtake 
estimate for October 2024 
was 215,000 tonnes, which 
has increased by 44% to 
309,000 tonnes. This in-
crease is mainly due to the 
disbursement of Rs 75 bil-
lion by the government of 
Punjab as an interest-free 
loan through the Kisan 
Card (Rs 30,000 per acre 
for seeds, phosphorus, 
and nitrogen) for 500,000 
farmers, each with up to 
5 acres (Rs 150,000 per 
farmer). So far, farmers 
have drawn Rs 18 billion 
to procure fertilizer. This 
initiative by the Punjab 
government is expected 
to encourage the farm-
ing community to apply 
more DAP for balanced 
fertilizer use. The trend 
of increased DAP off-take 
in October is expected to 
continue through Novem-
ber and December 2024. 
Rana Tanveer assured that 
additional fertilizer stocks 
are available to meet farm-
ers’ needs, helping them 
achieve higher yields dur-
ing the Rabi season.—APP

Baku to host 
Parliamentary 

Meeting as 
part of COP29

ISLAMABAD: Baku will 
host a Parliamentary Meet-
ing as part of the 29th ses-
sion of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP29) to the 
UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change.  
Co-organized by the In-
ter-Parliamentary Union 
and the Milli Majlis of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, 
the event will welcome 
92 delegations from 66 
countries and internation-
al organizations, totaling 
around 330 participants, 
including 167 parliamen-
tarians, with 12 speakers 
and deputy speakers. 
According to AZERTAC 
news agency, the meeting 
will address topics such 
as the impacts of climate 
change, the role of par-
liaments in implementing 
ambitious climate com-
mitments, development 
of climate financing struc-
tures, building resilience, 
equitable approaches to 
climate action, techno-
logical advancements 
for climate change mit-
igation, health and food 
security, and managing 
climate-related popula-
tion displacement. A con-
cluding document will be 
adopted at the end of the 
sessions. Several bilateral 
meetings are also planned 
during the event.—APP

School 
students visits 

AIOU
ISLAMABAD: A group of stu-
dents of an Islamabad-based 
school, Saint Gabriel school, 
visited Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) on Friday. 
The students visited Print 
Production Unit, Radio and 
Television Studios, Central 
Library, Students’ facilitation 
center and call center of the 
University. Incharge Print-
ing Press, Dr. Sarmad Iqbal 
briefed the students regarding 
the processes of designing, 
pasting, plating, and printing.  
Dr. Sarmad Iqbal informed 
the students that  this is the 
largest printing press among 
Asian universities, producing 
2 million books each semes-
ter. He further elaborated that 
these machines were import-
ed from  Japan, Germany, the 
UK, and China. During their 
visit to the Call Center and fa-
cilitation center, the students 
were briefed on the services 
provided to students of the 
University across the country. 
They were informed that the 
call center handles 1,500 calls 
daily, providing the required 
information to students. 
Meanwhile, a larger number 
of students visit the facilita-
tion center daily to resolve 
their issues under one roof. 
Later, the students toured the 
library and radio/TV studios. 
They showed great interest in 
the Iqbal Gallery within the 
library and asked numerous 
questions, which were satisfac-
torily answered by the senior 
cataloger, Muhammad Ishaq. 
The students’ faces lit up with 
joy upon seeing the Universi-
ty’s radio/TV studios.They ex-
pressed surprise, saying they 
had never imagined that an 
educational institution could 
have such advanced facilities. 
Sharing their impressions 
of the visit, the students re-
marked that they felt as if 
they were in a university of 
a developed country, given 
the exceptional educational 
facilities, administrative ar-
rangements, and overall envi-
ronment.—APP

Chairman CDA, lawmakers  
discuss Islamabad key issues 

The Parliamentarians reaffirmed their commitment to support CDA for Islamabad’s development, 
beautification, and overall betterment. They expressed their full cooperation for CDA’s initiatives and 

offered their valuable suggestions to resolve city-wide challenges effectively
ISLAMABAD:  A delegation of 
Parliamentarians from Islamabad, 
comprising  Tariq Fazal Chudhary, 
Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz, 
and Mr. Anjum Aqeel Khan, met 
with Chairman CDA and Chief 
Commissioner, Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa, to address pressing is-
sues affecting the city. The meet-
ing was attended by Members of 
CDA, DC ICT, and senior officers 
from relevant wings. Chairman 
CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa 
welcomed the parliamentarians 
and emphasized the importance 
of regular meetings to address  
issues faced by the residents of 
Islamabad. He stated that owner-
ship of key initiatives and projects 
by the Parliamentarians is essen-
tial for the city’s development and 
progress. The Parliamentarians 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to support CDA for Islamabad’s 
development, beautification, 
and overall betterment. They ex-
pressed their full cooperation for 
CDA’s initiatives and offered their 
valuable suggestions to resolve 
city-wide challenges effectively. 
During the meeting, progress on 
projects under the Rural Devel-
opment Package was reviewed. 
Chairman CDA assured that fi-
nancial hurdles affecting progress 
would be resolved urgently. The 
DG Works CDA was designated 
as the focal point for expediting 
work on the ongoing projects. 
The development of green belts 
along Islamabad Expressway was 
also discussed, including propos-
als for establishing play grounds 
through Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR). The DG Environ-
ment Environment was assigned 
to oversee issues related to up-
gradation of existing parks and 
new parks, green belts, and open 
spaces. The parliamentarians 

were briefed on the digital park-
ing system recently launched in 
Islamabad and plans for its expan-
sion to other commercial centers 
and markazs. Chairman CDA stat-
ed that the revenue generated 
from digital parking will be spent 
on the uplift and upgradation of 
the local area improvements. The 
Parliamentarians expressed their 
full support for this initiative. The 
Chairman updated the delegation 
on efforts to address sewage is-
sues, including the creation of a 
dedicated body, Islamabad Water. 

It was discussed that the sewage 
problems in the border areas of 
Islamabad will be taken up with 
WASA Rawalpindi. The need of  
land for new graveyards were also 
discussed, with plans to identify 
suitable land. The parliamentari-
ans urged on the need for expand-
ing electric bus to new routes 
across Islamabad. The chairman 
stated that the existing routes will 
be reviewed and the new routes 
would be added as per the need of  
residents. The meeting also dis-
cussed the revision of the master 

plan of Islamabad with emphasis 
on addressing zoning issues and 
improving building regulations.  
The meeting also discussed the 
issues pertaining to the affectees 
of Islamabad. The parliamentari-
ans were briefed about the recent 
legal developments. The delega-
tion was informed that a commit-
tee comprising legal and revenue 
officers has been formed to bring 
legal reforms without affecting 
the rights of affectees as per law. 
The encroachment issue at Le-
thrar was highlighted. The ICT 

and CDA’s Enforcement Wing in-
structed to conduct anti encroach-
ment operations. The governance 
model for Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) was also discussed, 
focusing on the need for legal 
and financial reforms to improve 
efficiency and better service de-
livery. The meeting concluded 
with a decision to hold follow-up 
meetings fortnightly to monitor 
progress and ensure timely reso-
lution of the issues highlighted in 
the meeting which are affecting 
Islamabad residents.

NUML launches book on 
 ‘Muhammad (SAW) in urdu version

ISLAMABAD :The Arabic 
Department of the Nation-
al University of Modern 
Languages (NUML) host-
ed a book launch on Fri-
day for the Urdu version 
of “Muhammad (SAW): 11 
Leadership Qualities that 
Changed the World.”   Au-
thored by Nabeel Al Azmi 
(Late) and edited under 
the supervision of Col (R) 
Tahir Najeeb Raja, Region-
al Director of Mirpur at 
NUML, the book explores 

the transformative leader-
ship principles exemplified 
by the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH).   The ceremony 
featured Lieutenant Gener-
al (Retired) Sher Afgun as 
the chief guest, addressing 
an audience of faculty mem-
bers, students, and distin-
guished guests.  The event 
also included remarks from 
Col (R) Tahir Najeeb Raja, 
Director General of NUML 
Brig Shahzad Munir, other 
esteemed guests, and Head 

of the Arabic Department, 
Dr. Muhammad Abu Bakar 
Bhutta, who hosted the occa-
sion.   Col (R) Tahir Najeeb 
Raja shared insights into 
the book’s compilation, em-
phasizing its role as a guide 
for students and leaders to 
incorporate values such as 
integrity, compassion, hard 
work, and honesty into their 
lives. He expressed gratitude 
to everyone involved in the 
book’s development.  
Lt. Gen. (Retd) Sher Afgun 

praised the efforts of the 
Author, Col (R) Tahir Na-
jeeb Raja, and his team in 
bringing this significant work 
to fruition. “Leadership is 
an art that can be cultivat-
ed,” he stated, encouraging 
attendees to emulate the 
exemplary life of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). He 
stressed the importance of 
knowledge, integrity, and a 
positive attitude and empha-
sized unity and commitment 
to Pakistan’s progress.  

President ICCI urges govt to remove 
barriers impeding business growth

Qureshi highlighted the mounting frustrations within the 
business community due to an increasingly restrictive 

regulatory environment 
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) Pres-
ident Nasir Mansoor 
Qureshi has called on 
the government to enact 
urgent, transformative 
measures to eliminate 
persistent obstacles hin-
dering business growth. 
He warned that without 
such action, more busi-
nesses and industries may 
be forced to close, leading 
to rising unemployment 
and economic strain.
In a statement released 
Friday, Qureshi highlight-
ed the mounting frustra-
tions within the business 
community due to an 
increasingly restrictive 
regulatory environment. 

He pointed to a reluc-
tance among certain gov-

ernment departments to 
adapt to pro-business pol-
icies, and to their contin-
ued reliance on outdated 
and counterproductive 
practices. He specifically 

criticized the recent tax 
hike imposed by the Cap-
ital Development Author-
ity (CDA) on commercial 
operators, which he de-
scribed as unjustified and 
damaging to economic sta-
bility. Qureshi also lent sup-
port to recent comments 
by Dr. Gohar Ejaz, former 
Caretaker Federal Minister 
for Commerce, who urged 
the government to address 
the growing tax shortfall—
exceeding Rs. 180 billion 
in the fiscal year’s first four 
months—by taxing sectors 
enjoying “abnormal profits” 
instead of overburdening 
an already struggling pop-
ulation. Ejaz argued that 
the government’s current 
taxation approach unfair-

ly targets consumers and 
small businesses, further 
straining a population 
grappling with record in-
flation. Qureshi reiterated 
that with inflation surging 
nearly 60% in the past two 
and a half years, Pakistan’s 
citizens are already facing 
substantial financial hard-
ship. He emphasized the 
urgent need to broaden the 
tax base by targeting those 
not yet in the tax net, rath-
er than imposing additional 
burdens on compliant tax-
payers.
He concluded by under-
scoring the importance of 
collaboration, trust, and 
efficiency in moving the 
country toward sustainable 
progress and prosperity.

 Mobile learning festival in 
collaboration with Pak Railways

ISLAMABAD:Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Professor Ah-
san Iqbal on Friday suggested launching a Mobile Learning Festival in collaboration with 
Pakistan Railways, providing students from every district an opportunity to listen to the 
struggle stories of successful personalities and set their future goals.  “The Ministry of 
Education will be asked to take this initiative. It will help students explore their capabil-
ities and set their future direction with complete determination,” he said while address-
ing students at the inaugural ceremony of the Pakistan Learning Festival-2024, held at 
Islamabad College for Boys, G-6/3. He remarked that Muslims of the Indian subcontinent 
managed to secure Pakistan after great sacrifices, and it was the responsibility of the 
younger generation to make it a proud nation by 2047, when both Pakistan and India 
would celebrate their 100th year of independence. “Pakistan’s youth should celebrate 
this milestone with pride, without any excuses for lagging behind in development,” he 
emphasized. Citing an example, he said the country needed to give its full effort over the 
next 23 years, much like an athlete running a 1,200-meter race: maintaining a calculated 
pace for the first 1,000 meters, and then giving full energy during the final 200 meters 
to cross the finish line and clinch victory. He also mentioned Pakistan’s development 
journey since its inception in 1947, when the newly-born state had nothing even common 
pins to bind papers in offices.  Today, however, he said Pakistan manufactured the JF-17 
Thunder aircraft, became the world’s first Islamic nuclear power and seventh overall, 
and has built a digital backbone with fiber optic cables running from Gilgit-Baltistan to 
Karachi. Additionally, the country has increased its number of universities from 2-3 to 
around 250, he added. “Pakistan’s situation is like a glass of water that is half-full and 
half-empty. We just need to fill it with hard work, greater unity, positive and constructive 
thinking, moving forward with a strong commitment to attain progress and prosperity 
among the community of nations,” he said. Ahsan Iqbal said setting aside negativity, dis-
appointment, hatred and intolerance was essential for achieving set goals and realizing 
big dreams. “There should be no virus of hatred and bias in the mind to move forward in 
life and achieve success,” he remarked.—DNA
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‘Trump-proofing’ Global climate 
governanceO ver the past week, four of the world’s more important multilateral in-

stitutions – and hundreds of world leaders – have been working hard 
to foster international cooperation. Pity most of their work is likely to 

be in vain. Instead of focusing on the looming challenges – from slowing cli-
mate change and agreeing on finance for poor countries that are immediately 
threatened, to reforming global institutions and settling wars in Ukraine and 
the Middle East – leaders have been diverted by how to “Trump-proof” their 
economies. In Baku in Azerbaijan, thousands of leaders and officials at Cop29, 
the UN climate change conference, are wrestling with the challenge of slow-
ing global warming and finding the trillions of dollars needed to protect poor, 
climate-vulnerable countries. But they must surely know they are spitting in 
the wind. The financing commitments they seek are unlikely to be worth the 
paper they are written on. Donald Trump, who has dismissed the climate cri-
sis as a Chinese hoax, is far likelier to withdraw America again from the 2015 
Paris Agreement and divert investment to boosting the US oil and gas indus-
try than he is to sign multibillion-dollar cheques to help poor economies deal 
with climate loss and damage. And it is not just Trump who cannot be trusted. 
As Harvard professor Dani Rodrik notes: “The US and other major economies 
are woefully ill-disposed to provide the public goods the world economy really 
needs; and given the mood in their capitals these days, their disposition is 
unlikely to improve any time soon.” In Lima, Peru, US President Joe Biden 
meets Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Apec summit as 
the lamest of lame ducks. (Is there not deep irony that Barack Obama flew 
into the 2016 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit – also in Lima – as a 
lame duck days after Trump first won the presidential election?) As the other 20 
Apec leaders look to commit to “creating the conditions necessary for trade to 
become more open, equitable, transparent and inclusive”, everyone in the room 
knows Biden’s signature will mean nothing. The real conversations will surely 
be focused on Trump’s tariff plans and how best to parry them. And most of the 
excitement was likely reserved for Xi’s inauguration of a US$1.3 billion mega 
port in Chancay, 60km northeast of Lima, and the fact that the Chinese leader 
arrived for a state visit with a big business delegation. While Trump beats his 
chest in Mar-a-Lago, other Apec members are quietly getting on with business 
– perhaps the most effective Trump-proofing strategy of all. Whether Trump 
plans to withdraw the United States from Apec – or whether the US remains 
relevant to Apec’s mission of free and open trade and investment – will nev-
ertheless be at the back of many nervous minds. In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil’s 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, is making final preparations to host next 
week’s G20 summit. His agenda priorities include climate change and the global 
energy transition, reform of governance at the World Bank and International Mon-
etary Fund – and a billionaires’ tax. He, too, must surely know he is spitting in the 
wind. Given that Trump now has Elon Musk constantly at his elbow, billionaire 
supporters from Stephen Schwarzman to Jeff Yass, and Jeff Bezos, Mark Zucker-
berg and Tim Cook rushing to congratulate him, da Silva must be in dreamland if 
he believes his billionaires’ bill will see the light of day any time soon.

T he 29th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (COP29) is taking place in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, at a time when global climate governance will likely enter 

an era of “uncertainty.” At the conference, countries are generally concerned 
about whether the US will assume the responsibility of a major power in glob-
al climate governance in the future, and COP29 is considered an important 
opportunity to promote actions to respond to the climate crisis. As of May 
this year, 151 countries have committed to carbon neutrality targets, with 120 
of them enshrining their dedication through laws or policy documents. In the 
face of increasingly severe climate challenges, China is leading the way with 
its carbon peak and carbon neutrality goals, accelerating the comprehensive 
green transformation of its economy and society. The new European Com-
mission is also committed to accelerating the EU’s green transition. In fiscal 
year 2024, the World Bank Group delivered a record $42.6 billion in climate 
finance. The UK has closed its last coal-fired power station, and Australia is 
pushing for net-zero emissions and energy transition. On the other hand, as 
the US accounts for about 13.5 percent of global carbon emissions in 2023, if 
it truly “unravels Biden’s climate legacy,” by 2030, the country’s greenhouse 
gas emissions will increase by more than 4 billion tons compared to 2005 
levels. Ahead of COP29, the World Meteorological Organization released its 
latest report. The “State of the Climate 2024 Update for COP29” says concen-
trations of the three key greenhouse gases in the atmosphere - carbon dioxide, 
methane, and nitrous oxide - reached record high observed levels in 2023. And 
the year 2024 is on track to be the warmest year on record after an extended 
streak of exceptionally high monthly global mean temperatures.  As climate 
plans of many countries fall far short of expected goals, COP29 hopes to 
address three focus priorities through its two main pillars - “enhancing 
ambition” and “enabling action”: making emergency emissions reductions, 
doing more to protect people from the ravages of the climate crisis, and 
tearing down the walls to climate finance. The aim is for parties to reach 
a fair and ambitious new climate financing target, improve Article 6 of 
the Paris Agreement, strengthen global financial institutions, and ensure 
private sector commitments to climate action. Financing discussions are a 
key focus at COP29.  In addressing the climate crisis, the most important 
issue is not financing or technology, but the fact that the existing climate 
governance systems are currently unable to tackle the climate crisis ef-
fectively. Two months ago, the UN held the Summit of the Future and 
adopted the “Pact for the Future,” which covers new areas and addresses 
issues that have been unresolved for decades, including several points of 
consensus on sustainable development, climate and development financ-
ing. However, we still need to accelerate our efforts. At COP29, the “China 
Pavilion” received special attention from attendees and the media. 
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What the Gulf wants from the incoming Trump admin

China-West academic decoupling... 

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg T
he speed with which Donald Trump is as-
sembling his team indicates that he wants 
to hit the ground running come his inau-

guration on Jan. 20. Choosing Steve Witkoff, a 
close adviser and confidante, as special envoy 
to the Middle East could mean that the presi-
dent plans to be hands-on when it comes to this 
region. During Trump’s first term (2017-2021), 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, collectively 
and bilaterally through its member states, en-
joyed a close and mutually beneficial relation-
ship, ever since Trump broke with tradition by 
choosing Saudi Arabia for his first trip abroad 
and meeting with GCC, Arab and Muslim lead-
ers in Riyadh in May 2017. Although at times 
there were differences of opinion between the 
two sides, especially on the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, their strategic partnership continued 
through Trump’s last days in office. Most like-
ly, that spirit of cooperation will continue and 
strengthen over the next four years. What the 
Gulf wants from Trump’s second term can be 
summarized under three main headings: po-
litical, economic and cultural. Trump’s motto 
of “ending all wars” is appealing and so is his 
prioritizing of economic objectives. We share 
an interest in combating illegal migration and 
predatory trading practices, although we may 
differ on the means. We would also like to join 
hands in combating hate and intolerance. At the 
political and strategic levels, the GCC wants to 
dial back raging conflicts and return to diplo-
macy and the pacific resolution of disputes, as 
the UN Charter calls for. There is little doubt 
that the international system is broken because 
of the intense disagreements between the per-
manent members of the UN Security Council, 
which render the organization unable to play 
its key role in maintaining peace and security 
around the world, as is evident in its inability 
to stop Israel’s war on Gaza and Lebanon. On 
Gaza and the underlying Israel-Palestine con-
flict, the GCC would like to work more closely 
with the US on ending the conflict. The interna-
tional community has spoken clearly about the 
parameters of the solution, based on the UN 
Charter and resolutions. There are only a hand-

ful of countries that still tolerate Israel’s geno-
cidal war in Gaza and its maximalist approach to 
the underlying conflict. Last month, the Global 
Alliance for the Implementation of the Two-
State Solution, of which the US is a member, 
together with about 90 other countries, articu-
lated the global consensus on these issues. This 
includes an immediate and permanent ceasefire 
in Gaza, reunifying it with the West Bank under 
the Palestinian Authority and embarking on an 
irreversible path toward an independent and vi-
able Palestinian state along the 1967 borders. 
The extraordinary summit held in Riyadh last 
week expressed the unified voice of the Arab 
and Islamic worlds on the conflict and called 
for accountability for the unspeakable atroci-
ties committed by Israel in both Gaza and the 
West Bank. So, what is needed in the region is 
de-escalation and for the way to be prepared for 
sustainable solutions in Gaza, the West Bank, 
Lebanon and elsewhere. Diplomacy should also 
be the starting point in dealing with Iran and 
its regional network of supporters and allies. 
At the economic level, the GCC shares Trump’s 
interest in combating predatory economic prac-
tices but believes that this should be done by 
fixing the global trading system, which has pit-
ted industrialized countries against developing 
countries. Because that system is dysfunction-
al, major trading nations have abandoned co-
operation and engaged in a mutually destruc-
tive cycle of actions and retaliations. The first 
Trump administration imposed a long series of 
protectionist tariffs, including on GCC exports 
to the US. To go by Trump’s election rhetoric, 
his new administration may initiate additional 
punishing tariffs against China, which could 
spark another cycle of retaliation. The best way 
to deal with trade disputes is through the World 
Trade Organization, by doubling efforts to reen-
ergize the organization and strengthen its dis-
pute resolution mechanism. Finally, we want 
the new White House to lead on cultural recon-
ciliation and mutual understanding. Cultural es-
trangement has led to a rise in hate speech and 
hate crimes in many parts of the world. Some 
of the pernicious outgrowths of this intolerance 

can be found in rising racist rhetoric, Islamo-
phobia and antisemitism. The Trump adminis-
tration would find ready partners in the GCC 
and the wider Arab and Islamic worlds to work 
together on toning down the rhetoric of cultural 
war and to reinforce cultural and religious tol-
erance. Fortunately, there exists an extensive 
framework for cooperation under the GCC-US 
Strategic Partnership, which includes engage-
ment at the heads of state level, as well as at 
the ministerial and technical levels. There are 
more than 10 working groups covering many 
aspects of this partnership, including political 
and defense issues, cyber threats, maritime se-
curity, air defense and counterterrorism. There 
are also working groups dedicated to specific is-
sues, such as Iran and Yemen. The GCC states 
and the US are active members of the US-led 
Combined Maritime Forces, a coalition of 46 
nations that operates out of Bahrain through 
five task forces covering the Gulf, the Red Sea 
and areas in between. The long-standing GCC-
US Trade and Investment Dialogue and the 
2012 framework agreement on economic co-
operation provide appropriate channels for co-
ordinating trade policies. As the US and GCC 
countries are major producers of energy, they 
have overlapping interests in both conventional 
and renewable energies. They have an abiding 
imperative to coordinate on both types of ener-
gy. As most GCC currencies are pegged to the 
dollar, it is important to continue to coordinate 
closely on monetary policy, as decisions taken 
by the Fed affect GCC economies and have a 
direct impact on monetary policy. On culture, 
the framework of the GCC-US Strategic Part-
nership allows for engagement to promote 
mutual understanding, although this area was 
in the past dealt with bilaterally with member 
states. Rising cultural tensions in the US and 
elsewhere make it necessary to develop and 
grow cooperation at the regional level to deal 
with this phenomenon.

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg is the Gulf Coop-
eration Council assistant secretary-general 

for political affairs and negotiation. 

T
he recent decision by ETH Zurich, Swit-
zerland’s top-ranked university, to restrict 
admission of students from China and cer-

tain other nations marks a troubling milestone 
in the growing academic divide between China 
and the West. ETH Zurich recently announced 
stringent security screening measures which 
affect applicants from 23 countries, including 
China, to its master’s and doctoral programmes. 
The policy calls for scrutiny not just of an appli-
cant’s nationality but their previous education, 
funding sources and intended field of study. In 
September, Georgia Institute of Technology in 
the US announced it was ending its long-stand-
ing collaboration with China’s Tianjin Universi-
ty. It cited government security concerns after 
Tianjin University was added to the US Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Entity List in 2020, mak-
ing the partnership “no longer tenable”. These 
moves highlight how deeply geopolitical tensions 
are reshaping global academic exchange. The 
deterioration of educational ties between Chi-
na and Western countries foreshadows broader 
repercussions for scientific progress and inter-
national understanding. During the past decade, 
US-China educational ties have transformed dra-
matically to a point where the landscape is now 
one of reciprocal distrust and growing barriers. 
US students studying in China plummeted from 
a peak of nearly 25,000 in 2012 to a mere 700 
last year, while Chinese students’ enrolment in 
US universities hit a decade low in 2023. Now, 
this academic decoupling is spreading to Eu-
rope. ETH Zurich’s restrictions are among the 
most extensive imposed by a Western university 
so far, but similar policies with regard to foreign 
students have emerged at universities in Germa-
ny and the Netherlands. The erosion of academ-
ic exchange between China and the West has a 

significant human impact. Chinese students, par-
ticularly those in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) fields, increasingly find 
themselves caught in a web of suspicion, facing 
lengthy security reviews and visa restrictions.
Some are forced to choose between completing 
their studies and visiting family, as one-year aca-
demic visas make return trips risky. Others see 
their academic dreams derailed entirely, shying 
away from pursuing degrees in the US because 
of security screening and pivoting to Europe only 
to find themselves in the crosshairs again. More-
over, these restrictive measures are reshaping 
the global flow of talent and knowledge. Western 
universities are likely to face a brain drain if such 
restrictions continue or are expanded. This would 
hurt the diversity of leading US and European in-
stitutions and ultimately weaken global scientific 
collaboration and innovation. More critically, the 
decline in scientific exchanges between China and 
the West weakens the world’s collective ability to 
address challenges that require global collabora-
tion, such as climate change and public health cri-
ses. In fields such as artificial intelligence safety 
and quantum computing, the isolation of research 
communities risks creating dangerous blind spots 
and duplicative efforts. These aren’t just theoret-
ical concerns. We have already seen the negative 
impact of reduced research collaboration on the 
productivity of ethnically Chinese scientists in 
the US. This academic decoupling could also af-
fect future generations of policymakers and lead-
ers. Without sustained people-to-people contact, 
it is hard to imagine future leaders navigating 
complex international relationships effectively. 
As exchange and cooperation dwindle, countries 
on both sides risk gradually losing their ability 
to understand each other. This could ultimately 
harm their own interests more than protect them 

as such understanding remains crucial even in a 
competitive or adversarial relationship. Justifica-
tions for restrictions on academic exchange often 
cite national security considerations and the risk 
of illicit technology transfer. While there are legit-
imate security concerns that universities need to 
address, the current trend of imposing broad re-
strictions based on nationality rather than specific 
risk factors threatens to throw out the baby with 
the bathwater. A more nuanced approach is need-
ed – one that can safeguard sensitive research 
while preserving the international character of ac-
ademic institutions. It is crucial to strike a balance 
between legitimate security concerns and the fun-
damental values of open academic exchange. Uni-
versities have long been bastions of international 
cooperation and cross-cultural understanding. By 
erecting barriers to collaboration, we risk under-
mining the very foundation of scientific progress 
and global problem-solving. Observers in both 
China and the West have noted that the optimism 
of scientific exchange strengthening all nations 
feels like ancient history. We have entered an era 
of mutual suspicion and increasing isolation. How-
ever, the stakes could not be higher right now. 
How we approach academic cooperation today 
will determine not only the future of international 
education but also the prospects for scientific pro-
gress and mutual understanding in an increasing-
ly polarised world. Addressing global challenges 
such as climate change and public health crises 
requires diverse perspectives and collaborative 
solutions. As we confront these unprecedented is-
sues, dismantling the bridges of cooperation built 
over decades is a choice we cannot afford.

Zhuowen Li is a Washington-based 
researcher focused on Chinese political 

economy and international development. 
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London: Liam Living-
stone was dropped three 
times before taking Eng-
land to a series-clinching 
three-wicket win over West 
Indies in the third T20. 
Having been set 146 to 
win in St Lucia, Jos But-
tler’s side slipped to 37-3 
in the powerplay but Sam 
Curran batted fluently 
for his 41 from 26 balls to 
lead the recovery. England 
were well placed when he 
departed but it was left to 
Livingstone - having been 
dropped twice by Nicholas 
Pooran on six and eight, 
then again by Shimron Het-
myer on 21 - to try and fin-
ish the job. The big-hitting 
all-rounder took 16 from an 
Alzarri Joseph over to put 
the tourists on the brink 
and although he holed out 
with four needed, Eng-
land got over the line with 
four balls to spare. Victory 
gives them an unassailable 

3-0 lead in the five-match 
series, with two matches 
left to be played. Saqib 
Mahmood and Jamie Over-

ton had earlier taken three 
wickets apiece as England 
restricted West Indies to 

145-8. Mahmood took three 
wickets in the powerplay as 
the hosts slumped to 37-5 
and despite a half-century 

from captain Rovman Pow-
ell, they were ultimately 
unable to post a winning 

total. England had nervy 
moments in the chase but 
did what was required of 
them and head into Satur-

day’s fourth T20 - also in 
St Lucia - with the series 
victory secured. After a 

start delayed by 45 minutes 
because of a wet outfield, 
England’s bowlers came 
out firing. They were given 
a helping hand by a combi-
nation of a mix-up between 
the West Indies openers 
and brilliance in the field 
from Jacob Bethell to run 
out Shai Hope.
Mahmood removed Evin 
Lewis in the next over 
before setting up Roston 
Chase superbly to have 
him caught at first slip in 
the fourth. Jofra Archer 
bowled Pooran in between 
and when Mahmood had 
Hetmyer caught in the 
deep, West Indies were 
reeling. For Mahmood, who 
exploited friendly bowling 
conditions brilliantly, it is 
now a record-breaking eight 
wickets in the powerplay 
in this series - the most by 
any bowler in a bilateral 
T20 contest. Powell led the 
recovery with a well-paced 

half-century as he and Ro-
mario Shepherd steered 
West Indies away from 
immediate danger - both 
showing the Daren Sammy 
Cricket Ground was too 
small for them when they 
connected cleanly. The 
Windies skipper reached 
his seventh T20 interna-
tional fifty from 36 balls but 
just when he and Shepherd 
would have hoped to accel-
erated, the latter fell lbw 
after he was deceived by 
a superbly disguised Over-
ton slower ball. Overton 
removed Gudakesh Motie 
in the same over and then 
came back to have Powell 
caught in the deep to start 
his next.There looked 
like being an element of 
symmetry to the innings 
before a late flurry from 
Joseph and Akeal Hosein 
ensured the hosts batted 
their overs to post a re-
spectable total.—Agencies 

England clinch T20 series against WI 

Briefs
Pakistan will 
not become... 

From Page 01
and sinister” Indian cam-
paign of extra-territorial 
and extra-judicial killings.  
While slamming India’s 
“extremist ideology”, Gen 
Munir, today, said that the 
solution of Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK) according to the 
resolutions of the United 
Nations and the aspirations 
of the Kashmiri people is 
inevitable.  Addressing the 
ceremony, COAS Munir 
said that resilience was an 
important component of the 
National Action Plan aimed 
at “ending terrorism and 
extremism”. The army chief 
also touched on “Pakistan’s 
role in peace and stability”, 
highlighting the significant 
achievements in promoting 
regional harmony and in-
ternational peace. He not-
ed that 235,000 Pakistanis 
have participated in the 
United Nations peacekeep-
ing missions. “181 Pakistan-
is have sacrificed their lives 
for the sake of world peace 
in peacekeeping missions.” 
Speaking about global chal-
lenges, Gen Munir said that 
the world, in recent years, 
has been facing many chal-
lenges, among which the 
rapid spread of false and 
misleading information is a 
major one. 

Explosion at 
Taliban’s ...
From Page 01

the injured were in criti-
cal condition in a hospital, 
Khan said, but he did not 
provide details. The Pa-
kistani Taliban and other 
insurgents in the region 
often target security forces 
with assault rifles, rockets, 
grenades and suicide car 
bombings, and Khan said it 
appeared the car bomb was 
being prepared for such an 
attack. The Pakistani Talib-
an, known as Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan, are separate 
from the Afghan Taliban but 
have been emboldened by 
the group’s takeover of Af-
ghanistan in 2021.

Council of 
Islamic ...
From Page 01

as 844,008 indecent web-
sites. The authority also 
noted that around 20 mil-
lion attempts to access in-
decent sites are made daily 
from within Pakistan, all of 
which are blocked at the 
international gateway level. 
CII Chairman Naeemi was 
of the view taking measures 
to block or limit access to 
“unethical and offensive 
content” is in accordance 
with Sharia.

Cabinet 
committee ... 

From Page 01
the matter to the Cabinet 
Committee on Privatisa-
tion for further review. Last 
month, the final bidding 
process for a 60pc stake in 
PIA attracted only one bid 
— Rs10bn from Blue World 
City — which fell significantly 
below the government’s min-
imum price of Rs85bn. The 
government had prequalified 
six groups in June, but only 
Blue World City participated 
in the final bidding process. 
Due to the huge difference 
between the expected and 
actual bids, the commission 
gave the consortium more 
time to reconsider its bid. 
However, Blue World City 
consortium chairman Saad 
Nazir kept the price un-
changed. On Thursday, in a 
meeting chaired by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar, the Com-
mittee decided to accept the 
recommendation of the PC 
Board and rejected the bid.

Hamas 
ready for ... 

From Page 01
details and I think we were 
near to a ceasefire ... which 
can end this war, offer a 
permanent ceasefire and to-
tal withdrawal and prisoner 
exchange,” he said. “Unfor-
tunately (Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin) Netanyahu 
preferred to go the other 
way.”  Naim urged the incom-
ing Trump administration to 
do whatever necessary to 
help end the war. He said 
Hamas does not regret its 
attack against Israel on Oct. 
7, 2023, which left 1,200 
people dead and prompted 
Israel’s invasion of Gaza 
that has killed in excess of 
43,000 people and left hun-
dreds of thousands injured.

ICC demands ‘written’ 
justification from BCCI
If India refuses to play in Pakistan without valid reasons, another  

team may replace them in tournament
Sports Desk

Dubai: The International Crick-
et Council (ICC) has officially 
demanded a written explanation 
from the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) over its 
decision to refuse a tour of Paki-
stan for the Champions Trophy 
2025, sources revealed to Geo 
News on Friday. The develop-
ment follows the BCCI verbally 
informing the ICC of its decision 
not to travel to Pakistan for the 
mega-event, after which the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) re-
quested the ICC to provide a copy 
of India’s written response in this 
regard, the sources added. They 
said that, as per the rules, the In-
dian board would have to provide 
solid grounds for not playing the 
tournament in the country.  “In 
case of receiving a written reply, 
Pakistan may seek substantial ev-
idence supporting the reasons,” 

they said, adding that the ICC 
would then have to take a final 
decision about India after review-
ing those reasons. Scheduling of 
the Champions Trophy, one of the 

most important cricketing events 
after the World Cup, hit a snag 
after India refused to play the 
Champions Trophy 2025 in Paki-
stan. According to sources, the 

ICC last week informed the PCB 
that India would not tour Pakistan 
for the eight-team tournament. 
Pakistan has rejected the option 
of a hybrid arrangement that 

would allow India to play their 
matches at neutral venues, such 
as in the United Arab Emirates. 
Meanwhile, the PCB wrote to the 
sport’s governing body seeking an 
explanation for India’s refusal to 
send a team to the country for the 
mega cricket event. Sources privy 
to the development said that if the 
Indian cricket body failed to pro-
vide proper reasons, then the In-
dian team would be asked to par-
ticipate in the cricketing event in 
Pakistan. If, for any reason, India 
refuses to play in Pakistan with-
out valid reasons, another team 
may replace them in the Cham-
pions Trophy, they added. As 
the ICC earns from the trophy’s 
broadcast rights, advertisements, 
and sponsorships, India’s non-par-
ticipation may deal it a financial 
blow of $500 million, while the 
Indian board is estimated to lose 
$100 million in revenues, accord-
ing to the sources.

Interior 
ministry ... 
From Page 01

by terrorist groups. In an 
official statement, the min-
istry highlighted that VPNs 
are being exploited by ter-
rorist organisations to con-
ceal identities and facilitate 
secure communication, 
Express News reported. 
According to the ministry, 
unauthorised VPNs are 
reportedly being used for 
illicit financial transactions 
and aiding in terror-related 
activities. The interior min-
istry further claimed that 
VPNs also enable access 
to content deemed inap-
propriate or blasphemous 
within Pakistan, presenting 
additional challenges to law 
enforcement. To address 
these issues, the minis-
try requested PTA to take 
stringent measures against 
illegal VPN services, aim-
ing to curtail their use for 
activities that threaten na-
tional security and public 
morality. 

IMF stresses 
need to ...
From Page 01

engage in review negotia-
tions for the disbursement 
of the second tranche worth 
$1.1 billion. In July 2024, Pa-
kistan successfully secured 
the first tranche of over 
$1 billion under the pro-
gramme, aimed at stabiliz-
ing its fragile economy and 
addressing fiscal imbalanc-
es.  On the fourth consecu-
tive day of the negotiations 
between Pakistan and the 
IMF, Pakistan’s economic 
team expressing optimism 
regarding the discussions. 
Minister of State for Fi-
nance Ali Pervaiz Malik, in 
an exclusive conversation 
with Samaa TV, stated that 
talks are moving in a posi-
tive direction. Highlighting 
improvements in Pakistan’s 
economic conditions, Malik 
noted substantial progress 
over the past six months to 
a year. He emphasized that 
Pakistan’s current econom-
ic situation has seen signif-
icant enhancement, with a 
reduced current account 
deficit of only $100 million 
in the first quarter, a reflec-
tion of the government’s 
strategy to increase remit-
tances and boost exports.

‘Constitution-
al bench ... 
From page 01

the hearing of today’s cas-
es, the SC constitutional 
bench has issued its cause 
list from November 18 to 
22. The plea pertaining to 
declaring the inclusion of 
independent candidates in a 
political party as mandatory 
has been fixed for hearing 
on November 18, whereas, 
a hearing on a petition chal-
lenging the Sunni Ittehad 
Council’s declaring as a 
parliamentary party will be 
held on November 20. The 
bench first heard the case 
regarding the private use of 
the Islamabad Convention 
Centre. During the pro-
ceedings, the constitutional 
bench sought a response 
from the Attorney Gener-
al’s office on the matter. 
Justice Mazhar noted that a 
notice had also been issued 
to a former prime minister 
as part of this suo motu 
case. Justice Mandokhail di-
rected that the convention 
centre should be managed 
according to the institu-
tion’s policy. The additional 
attorney general requested 
time to gather information 
regarding outstanding dues, 
to which Justice Aminuddin 
responded, “Obtain the in-
formation and update the 
court”. During the hear-
ing on the case related to 
undisclosed foreign bank 
accounts and recovery of 
embezzled funds, Advocate 
Hafiz Ahsan argued that 
amendments have been 
made to the income tax law.

CJP chairs 
key huddle ...

From Page 01
Qadir would be the coor-
dinator of the committee 
while Ahad Cheema and 
Khadija Shah would be the 
members. The CJP direct-
ed the officials to provide 
all the logistics to the com-
mittee members to visit 
the prisons. Earlier, CJP 
Afridi had chaired an im-
portant meeting to discuss 
judicial reforms on Thurs-
day. The meeting chaired 
by CJP was also attended 
by vice chancellors (VCs) 
of several universities and 
the SCBA president. The 
participants discussed 
multiple suggestions to 
bring about judicial re-
forms. CJP Afridi said 
there was a need to bring 
about reforms in both su-
perior and lower judiciary.

US calls for ‘sports diplomacy’
“This department really prioritises the role that sports 
diplomacy has in connecting people,” says Vedant Patel

WASHINGTON: In a surprising turn of events, the United States has urged the two neighboring countries 
India and Pakistan to adopt “sports diplomacy” as it connects people. US State Department’s deputy 
spokesperson, Vedant Patel, stated this while responding to a query about Pakistan-India relations’ af-
fecting the big sports event. “Sports is certainly a potent and connecting force. This department really 
prioritises the role that sports diplomacy has in connecting people. It is something that I know is incredibly 
important to the US State Department,” he said. The world of cricket is under a dilemma regarding the 
schedule of the Champions Trophy 2025 due to stubbornness of Indian cricket board and their govern-
ment. Patel also said since it was something between India and Pakistan so it was certain for them to speak, 
whether it be through sports or other means.“I will let them speak to their own bilateral relationship. 
Certainly not something for us to get in the middle of…,” he maintained. According to a recent update, the 
ICC has asked the BCCI to provide written justification for its decisions to not travel to Pakistan for the 
forthcoming multi-nation event. Sources further reveal that the ICC is expected to include the ninth-ranked 
team as a replacement if India fail to give a valid reason for their decision.—Agencies

Erling Haaland extends
Norway goal record

 
Oslo: Manchester City 
goal machine Erling 
Haaland added to his re-
cord-breaking haul of in-
ternational strikes for Nor-

way with a decisive effort 
against Slovenia.
Haaland equalled and 
surpassed Jorgen Juve’s 
long-standing high water-
mark of 33 goals for Nor-
way with a brace during 
last month’s 3-0 victory 
over Slovakia. The prolific 
24-year-old was again on tar-
get when travelling to Lju-
bljana for a UEFA Nations 
League fixture this week. 
Antonio Nusa’s early open-
er for the visitors was can-
celled out by a 21st-minute 
penalty which Slovenia’s 
Benjamin Sesko - a former 
Arsenal target hailed as the 
‘new Haaland’ - converted. 

The real Haaland made his 
presence felt on the cusp of 
half-time, racing on to Sand-
er Berge’s through ball be-
fore slotting a crisp finish 
between the open legs of 

Atletico Madrid’s Jan Oblak. 
Nusa nabbed his second of 
the night after the interval 
and Jens Petter Hauge com-
pleted a 4-1 rout. Norway’s 
triumph was crucial, as it 
ensured that Haaland’s side 
remain in with a chance 
of earning promotion to 
the top tier of the Nations 
League. While Haaland’s 
hopes of taking Norway 
to their first international 
tournament lie very much 
in the balance, there was 
little doubt that he would 
overtake Jorgen Juve as the 
nation’s all-time top scorer. 
Juve amassed his impres-
sive tally between 1928 and 

1937, but scored all 33 of 
his goals in his first 27 caps 
for the national team before 
he was moved from the tip 
of Norway’s attack into the 
middle of the backline for 

the remainder of his inter-
national career. There is lit-
tle chance of Haaland ever 
getting shifted from the fo-
cal point of Norway’s front-
line. Beyond the confines of 
his homeland, the 24-year-
old’s international scoring 
record stacks up very fa-
vourably with his European 
peers. Among the all-time 
top scorers for every na-
tion on the continent, only 
two have a better goals-per-
game ratio than Haaland, 
who has scored 35 times in 
38 caps (0.92). Denmark’s 
Poul Nielsen leads the way 
with a remarkable 52 goals 
in 38 games (1.37) for his 

country between 1910 and 
1925. Jon Dahl Tomasson 
also amassed 52 strikes for 
Denmark almost a century 
later, but needed 112 caps 
to hit that figure. Hungary’s 

outright top scorer Ferenc 
Puskas is the only other Eu-
ropean who can challenge 
Haaland’s international re-
turn. The Real Madrid leg-
end racked up 84 goals in 
just 85 games (0.99) for a 
Hungary side that reached 
the 1954 World Cup final.
Belgium’s Romelu Lukaku, 
England’s Harry Kane and 
Portugal’s centurion Cris-
tiano Ronaldo have all 
scored more internation-
al goals than Haaland, 
but none of these illustri-
ous figures have been as 
ruthlessly consistent as 
City’s irrepressible strik-
er. —Agencies

There looked like being an element of symmetry to the innings before a late flurry from Joseph and 
Akeal Hosein ensured the hosts batted their overs to post a respectable total

Tim Southee 
announced 

retirement from 
Test cricket

London: Former New Zealand captain Tim Southee on 
Friday announced that he will retire from Test cricket af-
ter the upcoming Test series against England, with the 
35-year-old set to finish up at his home ground in Hamilton.
The irrepressible seam bowler made his debut against Eng-
land at Napier in 2008 and has been a mainstay of New 
Zealand Test side since then. Southee has taken 385 wick-
ets in 104 Tests during his 16-year-long career. He is the 
second-highest wicket-taker for New Zealand in Test crick-
et with Richard Hadlee standing at the top with 431 wick-
ets. “Representing New Zealand was all I ever dreamed of 
growing up,” Tim Southee said in his retirement announce-
ment. “To play for the Black Caps for 18 years has been 
the greatest honour and privilege, but the time feels right 
to now step away from the game that has given so much to 
me. “Test cricket holds a special place in my heart, so to 
be able to play such a big series against the same opponent 
my Test career began against all those years ago, and on 
three grounds that are incredibly special to me, seems the 
perfect way to end my time in the Black Cap. “I’ll always 
be so grateful to my family, friends, coaches, our fans and 
everyone involved in the game who has supported me and 
my career over the years. “It’s been an amazing ride and I 
wouldn’t change a thing.” Tim Southee captained the side 
to six wins, six losses and two draws after taking over from 
Kane Williamson in 2022 before handing over the baton 
last month to Tom Latham, who led them to a 3-0 Test 
sweep in India. Southee’s all-round skills and consistency 
have seen him become the only player in the world to claim 
more than 300 Test wickets, 200 ODI wickets and 100 T20 
wickets. New Zealand Cricket (NZC) chief executive Scott 
Weenink saluted him as one of the country’s finest players. 
“Tim [Southee] has been a constant in the improving for-
tunes of the Blackcaps and he’ll be remembered as a giant 
of the modern New Zealand game,” he said.—APP

Williamson returns to 
New Zealand squad 

Auckland: Prolific New Zealand batter Kane Williamson has 
been included in the Test squad to face England after missing 
their recent 3-0 sweep in India with a groin injury.
The former skipper will once again team up with veteran seamer 
Tim Southee, who will retire from Test cricket after the three se-
ries starting in Christchurch on November 28.
Williamson has scored 8881 runs from 102 matches, the most by 
any batter from New Zealand, at an average of 54.48. The Black 
Caps called up bowling all-rounder Nathan Smith for the first 
time while uncapped quick Jacob Duffy was also included in the 
squad. But Ajaz Patel, who claimed 15 wickets against India, 
was surprisingly overlooked with Mitchell Santner the spin op-
tion, backed up by Glenn Phillips.Meanwhile, Ben Sears and 
Kyle Jamieson were not considered owing to their knee and 
back injuries respectively. “It’s obviously a big series for the 
side in terms of the World Test Championship [WTC] and to 
also now be farewelling someone like Tim Southee only raises 
it up further,” said Black Caps selector Sam Wells. The tri-
umph in India propelled New Zealand back into contention for 
next year’s World Test Championship final, but even a white-
wash of England would not guarantee it. Ben Stokes’ England 
suffered a 2-1 defeat in Pakistan last month. “It’s also an excit-
ing time for Nathan to be brought into the Test squad for the 
first time,” added Wells. “Nathan is an exciting talent with a 
proven first-class record and I’m sure he will bring a lot of skill 
and energy to the group.”—Agencies 

Japan and Slovakia seal places in quarter-finals
New York: Japan and Slovakia produced stunning comebacks to beat Romania and the United States 2-1, respectively, and 
reach the quarter-finals of the Billie Jean King Cup on Thursday. Viktoria Hruncakova and Tereza Mihalikova had to dig 
deep to beat Ashlyn Krueger and Taylor Townsend 6-3 3-6 10-8 in the match tie-break of a thrilling doubles that went 
into the early hours of Friday. Townsend gave the U.S. the lead with a 7-5 6-4 win over 17-year-old Renata Jamrichova 
but Rebecca Sramkova leveled the tie with a gutsy 6-2 7-5 win over Danielle Collins, leaving it in the hands of the 
doubles to give Slovakia their hard-fought comeback in the first days of competitions in southern Spain’s Malaga. 
Slovakia will now face Australia on Sunday. Earlier on Thursday, Japan produced a comeback of their own to beat Ro-
mania 2-1 and reach the quarter-finals for the first time since 2013. Missing former world number one Naomi Osaka 
who didn’t make the trip to Spain due to an injury, Japan had to fight back after Nao Hibino lost the opening singles 
match of the day 6-2 6-4 against Ana Bogdan. Ena Shibahara, who was playing singles in place of Osaka, stepped up 
to beat Jaqueline Cristian 6-4 7-6(2) to level the tie. In the decisive doubles, Shuko Aoyama and Eri Hozumi booked 
Japan a spot in the last eight with a 6-1 7-5 victory against Elena Gabriela Ruse and Monica Niculescu.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special 
Initiatives (PDSI) and Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission  Professor Ahsan Iqbal 
on Friday chaired a meeting of 
the Central Development Work-
ing Party (CDWP) that okayed 
and recommended three major 
development projects in the 
energy sector worth Rs58.857 
billion to ECNEC for final ap-
proval.
The meeting was attended by 
Awais Manzur Sumra, Secre-
tary and Additional Secretary 
Planning, Joint Chief Econo-
mist (Operations), members of 
the Planning Commission and 
representatives from the Min-
istry of Energy and the Power 
Division, a news release said. 
The committee considered 

the first project namely “Pow-
er Distribution Strengthening 
Project (SEPCO)” worth Rs 
9,014.360 million and recom-
mended to ECNEC for further 
consideration. The project is 
proposed to be financed through 
Asian Development Bank(ADB). 
The project envisages conver-
sion of 4 No 66 kV Grid Sta-
tion into 132 kV Grid Station, 
installation of 50,000 No. of 
AMR meter on 3-phase meters 
having load more than 5 kW, in-
stallation of APMS on 1200 No. 
general duty DTs in SEPCO and 
bifurcation of 40 No. feeders 
having load above 300 Amps and 
high technical & administration 
loss.  The forum forwarded the 
second project namely “Pow-
er Distribution Strengthening 
Project (LESCO)” worth Rs 

27,613.00 million to ECNEC. 
The project is proposed to be 
financed through ADB (Rs. 
20,317 million) & LESCO Own 
Resources (Rs. 7,296 million).  
Under the project, construction 
of 05 new 132 kv grid stations 
and 04 Aug/Extension of 132 
kv grid stations will br carried-
out, besides installation of 1600 
APMS, 1328 km AB cable and 
131901 Nos AMI/AMR meters 
in LESCO  to improve electric-
ity supply, operational efficien-
cies and modernize operations 
and management of the LESCO.  
The CDWP recommended the 
third project namely “Supply, In-
stallation, Testing and Commis-
sioning of Asset Performance 
Monitoring Systems (APMS) for 
100kVA & 200kVA General Duty 
Distribution Transformers and 

deployment of AMI Meters in 
MEPCO” worth Rs. 22,229.810 
million to ECNEC for further 
consideration.  The project is 
proposed to be financed through 
Asian Development Bank (ADB).  
The project envisages installa-
tion of 13,323 Nos APMS (Asset 
Performance Management Sys-
tem) and 150,000 Nos AMI (Ad-
vanced Metering Infrastructure) 
meters in MEPCO jurisdiction. 
The APMS system will establish 
real time access to 100 and 200 
KVA Distribution Transformers 
(DTs) for improved visibility, 
close monitoring and preventive 
actions.  Apart from APMS, Ad-
vanced Metering Infrastructure 
(AMI) meters will allow two-way 
communication between utilities 
and consumers, enabling remote 
meter reading, real-time data 

monitoring, and proactive man-
agement of energy distribution.
The Deputy Chairman Plan-
ning Commission and Minister 
PDSI Ahsan Iqbal has directed 
the Power Division to review 
the scope of the projects on 
techno-economic feasibility ba-
sis in-consultation with all con-
cerned experts as well as stake-
holders.  They further directed 
that an updated version, incor-
porating these reviews, may be 
resubmitted for consideration 
by the Executive Committee of 
the National Economic Council 
(ECNEC). 
The project was accorded in-prin-
ciple approval for strengthening 
distribution network and for 
exploring financing by ADB 
by Economic Affairs Division 
(EAD).—Agencies 

CDWP recommends 3 energy sector projects 

Briefs
Gold prices 

up by 
Rs.1,300 to 
Rs.267,700 

per tola
ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
increased by Rs.1,300 and 
was sold at Rs.267,700 
on Friday against its sale 
at Rs. 266,400, All Sindh 
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported.  The price of 
10 grams of 24 karat gold 
also went up by Rs.1,115 
to Rs.229,510 from Rs. 
228,395 whereas that of 
10 gram 22 karat gold in-
creased to Rs.210,384 from 
Rs. 209,362.  The price 
of per tola and ten gram 
silver remained constant 
at Rs.3250 and Rs.2,786 
respectively.  The price of 
gold in the international 
market increased by $13 
to $2,565 from $2,552, the 
Association reported.—APP

Rupee gains 
08 paisa 

against dollar
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
rupee on Friday appreciat-
ed by 08 paisa against the 
US dollar in the interbank 
trading and closed at Rs 
277.66 against the previous 
day’s closing of Rs 277.74. 
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the dollar 
in the open market stood 
at Rs 277.40 and Rs 278.90 
respectively. The price of 
Euro increased by 42 pai-
sa to close at Rs 293.49 
against the last day’s clos-
ing of Rs 293.07, according 
to the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP). The Japanese 
yen remained unchanged 
and closed at Rs 1.78, 
whereas a decline of 89 
pasia was witnessed in the 
exchange rate of the Brit-
ish Pound, which traded at 
Rs 351.54 as compared to 
the last day’s closing of Rs 
352.43. The exchange rate 
of the Emirates Dirham 
decreased by 02 paisa and 
closed at Rs 75.59 and the 
Saudi Riyal increased by 01 
paisa to close at Rs 73.93.

Musk met 
Iran’s UN 

envoy to defuse 
tensions

NEW YORK: Elon Musk, 
tech billionaire and adviser 
to US President-elect Don-
ald Trump, reportedly met 
with Iran’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, Amir 
Saeid Iravani, on Monday, 
New York Times reported. 
The New York Times, citing 
two Iranian officials, report-
ed that Musk and Iravani’s 
hour-long meeting, held at 
a secret location in New 
York, centred on defusing 
tensions between Iran and 
the United States. Neither 
Musk nor Trump’s transi-
tion team has commented 
on the reported meeting, 
and Iran’s mission to the 
United Nations also de-
clined to respond. Biden 
administration officials at 
the UN were not informed 
about the meeting and have 
not received independent 
confirmation of its occur-
rence, a US official told 
CNN. The timing of the 
reported meeting, just after 
Trump’s electoral victory, 
has drawn the attention 
of experts who warn that 
Trump’s return could revive 
the “maximum pressure” 
campaign. Analysts note that 
during Trump’s first term, 
his administration imposed 
sanctions that significantly 
impacted Iran’s economy. 
Under Trump, US policy 
included sanctions target-
ing Iran’s oil exports, finan-
cial systems, and extensive 
support for militant groups 
across the Middle East. 
Since Trump left office, Iran 
has ramped up its uranium 
enrichment, raised oil ex-
ports, increased support to 
regional militias, and even 
carried out direct strikes on 
Israel on two occasions. With 
Trump’s impending return to 
office, the trajectory of US-
Iran relations remains uncer-
tain, though some suggest 
Musk’s involvement may 
hint at a diplomatic approach 
within the new administra-
tion. Moreover, Musk’s meet-
ing with Iravani has raised 
questions about his future in-
fluence on US foreign policy 
as a top Trump adviser. Last 
week, Musk participated in 
a call between Trump and 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky, where he was 
reportedly thanked by Zelen-
sky for his support in provid-
ing Starlink communication 
services for Ukraine’s war 
efforts.—APP

Cracks 
deepen in 

Canada’s pro-
immigration 
‘consensus’

TORONTO: From the 
ground floor of a low-in-
come apartment building in 
Toronto, Sultana Jahangir 
runs an organization that 
helps South Asian woman 
get established in Canada 
– a challenge she said is 
getting harder. Polling and 
migration experts tell a con-
sistent story: broad support 
for immigration that pre-
vailed for decades in Cana-
da has cracked following a 
three-year immigrant-fueled 
population surge. Jahang-
ir’s South Asian Women’s 
Rights Organization, which 
operates out of two apart-
ments packed with desk 
chairs and tables, equips 
women with vocabulary for 
job interviews, basic com-
puter training and other 
skills. A social worker born 
in Bangladesh who came 
to Toronto in 2005 via the 
United States, Jahangir said 
settling in Canada was nev-
er easy – but things have 
“definitely” gotten worse. 
“You’re seeing more fierce 
and negative competition 
between immigrants and 
more negative feelings to-
wards people who may be 
new versus people who 
have been here for a long 
time,” she said. Daniel 
Bernhard, chief executive 
of the Institute for Canadian 
Citizenship, said while Ca-
nadians are turning against 
immigration, many still 
view immigrants who are 
already here positively. It’s 
an important distinction, he 
argued, but one he fears is 
fragile. “The consensus for 
the last 30 years was rock 
solid,” Bernhard told AFP. 
‘Too much immigration’ 
In a 2019 Gallup poll that 
assessed support for immi-
gration in 145 countries, 
Canada ranked first, with 
94 percent of respondents 
describing migrants moving 
to the country as a good 
thing. Five years later, a 
September survey from the 
Environics Institute found 
that “for the first time in 
a quarter century, a clear 
majority of Canadians say 
there is too much immigra-
tion.” “We’re not at Brexit 
and ‘Stop the boats’ and 
‘Build the wall’ but we’re 
10 years behind that,” 
Bernhard said, referring 
to Britain and the United 
States. Canada may have so 
far avoided the inflamma-
tory rhetoric and baseless 
claims about immigrants 
that partly drove Donald 
Trump’s presidential cam-
paign, but Bernhard argued 
“that tends to be the next 
step.” Canada is “waking 
up to the fact that, actually, 
we are just like everybody 
else,” he added, referring 
to global anti-migrant senti-
ment.—Agencies 

Primary 
schools 

empty as 
smog persists 
in New Delhi

NEW DELHI: Residents in 
India’s capital New Delhi 
again woke under a blanket 
of choking smog on Fri-
day, a day after authorities 
closed primary schools and 
imposed measures aimed at 
alleviating the annual crisis.
Delhi and the surrounding 
metropolitan area, home to 
more than 30 million peo-
ple, consistently tops world 
rankings for air pollution in 
winter. The smog is blamed 
for thousands of premature 
deaths each year and is an 
annual source of misery 
for residents, with various 
piecemeal government initi-
atives failing to measurably 
address the problem. All 
primary schools were shut 
by government order on 
Thursday night with young 
pupils – particularly vulnera-
ble to smog-related ailments 
due to their age – instead 
moving to online lessons. 
“I have an eight-year-old kid 
and he has been suffering 
from a cough the past cou-
ple of days,” Delhi resident 
Satraj, who did not give his 
surname, said on the streets 
of the capital. “The govern-
ment did the right thing 
by shutting down schools.” 
Thursday’s edict also banned 
construction work, ordered 
drivers of older diesel-pow-
ered vehicles to stay off the 
streets and directed water 
trucks to spray roads in a 
bid to clear dust particles 
from the air. Delhi’s air 
quality nonetheless deterio-
rated to “hazardous” levels 
for the fourth consecutive 
day this week, according 
to monitoring firm IQAir. 
Levels of PM2.5 pollut-
ants – dangerous can-
cer-causing microparticles 
that enter the bloodstream 
through the lungs .—APP

World hails Azerbaijan’s 
COP29 excellent organization 

According to AZERTAC news agency, in the plenary session, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister, congratulated Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev on the successful organization of the 

COP29 in Baku, calling him “Dear Brother”
dna

ISLAMABAD: Guests represent-
ing various countries, officials, 
media representatives and ex-
perts, as well as world leaders 
commended the successful or-
ganization of the 29th session 
of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP29) to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
by Azerbaijan, expressing their 
optimism that the COP29 nego-
tiations would yield productive 
results. According to AZERTAC 
news agency, in the plenary ses-
sion, Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-

rif, Pakistan’s Prime Minister, 
congratulated Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev on the success-
ful organization of the COP29 in 
Baku, calling him “Dear Broth-
er”. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime 
Minister of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, expressed his gratitude 
to Azerbaijan for the high-level 
organization of the COP29 and 
wished the country a success-
ful conference. Giorgia Meloni, 
Prime Minister of Italy, said she 
was delighted to see Azerbai-
jan as the President of COP29, 
which is considered as part of 
the climate initiative for peace, 
expressing her gratitude to 

Azerbaijan for the organization 
of COP29. Irakli Kobakhidze, 
Prime Minister of Georgia, also 
expressed his deep appreciation 
to the President of Azerbaijan 
for the excellent organization 
of the COP29. Judith Suminwa 
Tuluka, Prime Minister of the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, thanked Azerbaijan and 
personally President Ilham Ali-
yev, for hosting in Baku such a 
momentous event for humanity. 
Maia Sandu, President of Mol-
dova, expressed her deep grat-
itude to President Ilham Aliyev 
and the Government of Azerbai-
jan for hosting COP29 in Baku.

Addressing the COP29 Leaders’ 
Summit, Siaosi Sovaleni, Chair 
of the Pacific Islands Forum, 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom 
of Tonga, commended the Pres-
ident and people of Azerbaijan 
for the sincere hospitality and 
the opportunity to convey to the 
world community the challeng-
es and position of small island 
countries of Oceania. Patricia 
Scotland, the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, expressed 
her gratitude for the two mem-
orandums signed with the or-
ganization represented by the 
government of Azerbaijan and 
Azercosmos. Dickon Mitchell, 

Prime Minister of Grenada, 
Chair of the Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM), expressed his 
confidence that COP29 would be 
remembered as a “Good COP”. 
Mafalda Duarte, Executive Direc-
tor of the Green Climate Fund 
(GCF), underlined that the GCF 
had undertaken significant steps 
to ensure access to funding. Ibra-
hima Cheikh Diong, Executive Di-
rector of the Fund for Responding 
to Loss and Damage, emphasized 
the leadership of Azerbaijan in 
launching the Fund’s activities, 
drawing attention to the new fi-
nancial commitments undertaken 
by the countries.
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Paris sees historic low attendance for 
France vs Israel football match

Paris: The UEFA Nations League football match between France and Israel at the Stade de France saw a historic low 
attendance, with only 16,611 spectators in the stands. The match was overshadowed by brief clashes in the crowd as Isra-
el’s national anthem was met with loud booing. In response, security was tightened, with around 4,000 police officers and 
1,600 security personnel deployed around the stadium, including riot police stationed on-site. Despite the heavy security 
presence and the pre-match tensions, the game, which was attended by French President Emmanuel Macron and Prime 
Minister Michel Barnier, concluded without major incidents of violence. The low turnout came just days after pro-Pales-
tinian protests in Amsterdam led to clashes, and the event saw only a small number of Israeli fans in attendance. Around 
100 Israeli fans defied government advice against travel and were seated in a corner of the 80,000-capacity stadium. 
During the game, they held yellow balloons and chanted, “Free the Hostages,” in a reference to Israelis held by Hamas 
in Gaza. Approximately two kilometres from the stadium, a pro-Palestinian protest outside the Front Populaire Métro 
station in St-Denis drew several hundred demonstrators. The group marched towards the stadium but was dispersed by 
riot police. Éric Coquerel, an MP from the left-wing France Unbowed party, criticised the government’s approach to the 
event. “We are living in a schizophrenic moment,” he said. “On the one hand, international institutions recognise the ex-
istence of a genocide in Gaza. On the other, we have a French government that reluctantly agrees to call for a ceasefire.” 
Coquerel argued that Macron’s attendance at the match sent a signal to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
allowing further military action in Gaza. “France is looking the other way,” he said, questioning if Macron would attend a 
match between France and Russia under similar circumstances.—DNA

Lebanon losses 
top $5b: WB

BEIRUT: More than a year of clashes that recently esca-
lated into war have cost Lebanon more than $5 billion in 
economic losses, with actual structural damage amounting 
to billions more, the World Bank said on Thursday. Since 
September 23, Israel has ramped up its air invasion in 
Lebanon, later sending in ground troops following almost 
a year of limited, cross-border exchanges initiated by Hez-
bollah over the Gaza war. Lebanon’s health ministry said 
at least three people were killed on Thursday in an Israe-
li attack on the main eastern city of Baalbek. Intensified 
strikes blamed on Israel have also hit Hezbollah ally Syr-
ia, where the defence ministry said 15 people were killed 
Thursday. In its Lebanon report, the World Bank provided 
estimates for damage between October 8, 2023 and Octo-
ber 27, 2024, saying “the conflict has caused $5.1 billion 
in economic losses”, with damage to physical structures 
amounting to “at least $3.4 billion” on top of that.—APP

Russian attacks on 
Ukraine energy 

could trigger 
‘tipping point’: UN
The war has killed more than 
12,000 people and left nearly 
40 percent of the population 
in need of humanitarian aid, 

UN data shows
GENEVA: The UN warned on Friday that renewed 
Russian targeting of Ukraine’s already devastated 
energy infrastructure this winter could cause severe 
hardship and spur new mass movements of people. “If 
they were to target the energy sector again, this could 
be a tipping point,” warned Matthias Schmale, the 
United Nations’ resident humanitarian coordinator in 
Ukraine. It could “tip the scale”, he warned, “for fur-
ther mass movement, both inside the country and out-
side”. With Russia’s full-scale invasion approaching 
the 1,000-day mark, 3.7 million people have already 
been displaced inside Ukraine and around 6.7 million 
have fled as refugees, according to UN figures. The 
war has killed more than 12,000 people and left nearly 
40 percent of the population in need of humanitarian 
aid, UN data shows. Ukraine is now bracing for its 
most difficult winter of the war yet.  Russia has al-
ready destroyed 65 percent of its energy production 
capacity. In the first two winters of the war, millions 
of Ukrainians endured regular blackouts and periods 
of biting cold with no heating. Schmale told reporters 
in Geneva the situation was worse this year. While 
temperatures this year are not expected to fall as low 
as last winter, “the main worry is the level of destruc-
tion”, he said. The situation appears to be “far worse 
than last winter”, he said. “It’s a race against time.” 
Schmale voiced concern about the impact that drawn-
out power cuts could have on the large number of peo-
ple living in city tower blocks. “You can evidently not 
deliver a tonne of solid fuel to the high-rise buildings” 
if the power grid fails, he said. There were shelters 
where people can go to have a warm meal and take 
a warm shower, he said, “but that of course is not 
enough”. Schmale was in Geneva to appeal, among 
other things, for more funds towards a $500-million 
winter response plan for Ukraine, which is current-
ly just halfway funded. “We’ve so far reached about 
half of the 1.7 million people we were intending … to 
reach,” he said. So far this year, the UN has provided 
7.2 million people in Ukraine with at least one type of 
humanitarian aid, he said. It has received $1.8 billion 
in funds of the more than $3.0 billion requested. The 
funding “trend is clearly downwards” since the first 
year of the war, when more than $4.0 billion was re-
ceived, Schmale said.—DNA

Delegation of Spanish Senators called on Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Privatization 
& Communication Abdul Aleem Khan.

Commerce minister pledges 
support for textiles sector
The representatives of APTMA also raised their concerns on 
withdrawal of sales tax exemption on local procurement for 

exporters under Export Facilitation Scheme (EFS) of Federal Board 
of Revenue, introduced in the Finance Act 2024

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan on Friday pledged support for textiles and apparel in-
dustry amid mounting challenges. During a meeting with the delegation of All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APT-
MA), he reiterated the government’s commitment to facilitate textiles and apparel sector to promote value-addition and 
product/market diversification and boost exports, said a press release issued here Friday. In a meeting with the APTMA 
representatives, led by its Chairman, Kamran Arshad, the minister emphasized the importance of the textiles and apparel 
industry vis-a-viz socio-economic development and growth. The delegation of APTMA included Aamir Fayyaz Sheikh, 
Chairperson Textile Council (Kohinoor Mills), Anees Khawaja (Mahmood Group), Rahim Nasir (Ayesha Group), Naveed 
Ahmad (Indus Dyeing), Naveed Gulzar (Crescent Mills), Asad Shafi (Cross Stitch), Ali Ahsan (Ashiana Cotton), Shahid 
Sattar (Executive Director, APTMA), and Raza Baqir (Secretary General, APTMA North). Kamran Arshad outlined the 
critical challenges facing the textiles and apparel sector and their implications, including potential disconnection of gas 
supplies to industrial captive power plants, high electricity prices, high taxes and liquidity crunch which may erode the 
industry’s competitiveness and adversely impact exports. The representatives of APTMA also raised their concerns on 
withdrawal of sales tax exemption on local procurement for exporters under Export Facilitation Scheme (EFS) of Federal 
Board of Revenue, introduced in the Finance Act 2024. They explained that, while imports of the same inputs remain 
tax-free, locally procured materials are now subject to 18 percent sales tax. Delays in refunding these taxes through the 
FASTER system have further strained exporters, pushing them toward imports and jeopardizing the domestic supply 
chain. Arshad urged the government to renegotiate its commitment to the International Monetary Fund and reconsider 
the decision of cutting off captive gas supply by end of January 2025 so that sector could be able to regain the lost grounds 
and enhance exports. Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan reaffirmed the government’s support, recognizing the textiles 
and apparel sector a cornerstone of Pakistan’s exports and economy. “The textiles and apparel industry is the established 
sector, and government will extend maximum support for its sustainability and growth,” he stated. The minister ex-
pressed optimism about increasing textiles and apparel exports through collaborative efforts and supportive policies. He 
encouraged to focus on potential in existing markets, explore new markets and diversify more to new value-added finished 
products. “The Ministry of Commerce is committed to addressing these challenges. I will personally engage with the 
relevant authorities to find solutions,” the minister assured. The meeting concluded with a renewed pledge to facilitate 
and uplift Pakistan’s textiles and apparel industry, a vital driver of exports and employment generation for the masses.

The project was accorded in-principle approval for strengthening distribution 
network and for exploring financing by ADB by Economic Affairs Division (EAD)
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Imran ‘rubbishes’ 
reports claiming 
Bushra entered 

political fray
“Bushra Bibi conveyed PTI 

founder’s message to the party 
leaders,” says PTI counsel

Briefs
Naqvi meets 

Turkish 
counterpart

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi held a 
detailed discussion with his 
Turkish counterpart Ali Ye-
rlikaya about the release of 
three Pakistanis languishing 
in Turkish jails. On this occa-
sion, Mohsin Naqvi said that 
Pakistan and Türkiye enjoy 
cordial, brotherly and histor-
ical relations. Pakistan and 
Tukiye tied with each other 
through religious bonds, he 
added. Now these relations 
turning a new shape with 
establishing of partnerships 
in various fields. The Turk-
ish minister also invited 
Mohsin Naqvi to visit Tur-
kiye. Turkish minister said 
that Pakistan is a brotherly 
country. He also announced 
to visit Islamabad soon. 
Mohsin Naqvi assured his 
Turkish counterpart that 
take all measures regard-
ing release of Pakistanis 
languishing in Turkish jails. 
He said a high-level delega-
tion from Pakistan will visit 
Turkey soon to finalise all 
the details about repatria-
tion of Pakistani prisoners. 
Mohsin Naqvi also condoled 
the deadly terrorist attack of 
October 23 in Ankara. 

Law Minister 
assures full 
support to 

CCP 
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Law, Justice, and 
Human Rights Senator Azam 
Nazir Tarar visited the office 
of the Competition Commis-
sion of Pakitan (CCP) and 
updated on its performance. 
Chairman of the Competi-
tion Commission, Dr. Kabir 
Sidhu, informed the federal 
minister about the cases that 
are presently being heard. 
The Federal Law Minister 
pledged support for the 
prompt resolution of cases 
that are currently delayed 
in the courts. Additionally, 
the Federal Law Minister 
assured that judges would 
be appointed to the Competi-
tion Commission in the near 
future. During this year, in 
a move to tackle fraudulent 
housing schemes in Punjab, 
the state government has 
pledged its support to CCP.

Sh. Rashid 
acquitted 
in Zardari 

remarks case
ISLAMABAD: A District 
and Sessions Court in the 
federal capital has acquit-
ted former interior minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
in a case pertaining to his 
allegations against Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari of 
plotting to assassinate for-
mer prime minister Imran 
Khan. Judicial Magistrate 
Yasir Mahmood announced 
the reserved verdict on 
Rashid’s acquittal plea on 
Friday. Speaking to the me-
dia outside the courthouse, 
Rashid expressed gratitude, 
saying: “With Allah’s help, I 
have been acquitted today, 
though 14 terrorism cases 
still remain.” The case was 
filed against Rashid in 2023 
at Islamabad’s Aabpara Po-
lice Station, which included 
charges of conspiracy and 
incitement. – DNA

SC schedules 
hearings 
in rigging 

cases
Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court has scheduled 
hearings for three cases 
related to alleged rigging in 
general elections. The hear-
ings will be conducted by a 
three-member bench led by 
Justice Athar Minallah on 
November 20, with Justice 
Irfan Saadat and Aqeel Ab-
basi also part of the bench. 
According to the cause list, 
the cases involve the elec-
tion tribunal’s decisions for 
constituencies PB-28 Kech 
(Hala Khan), and PB-45 (Ali 
Madad). The SC has already 
reinstated Ali Madad on a 
stay order, following the tri-
bunal’s decision to deseat 
him. 

EU must 
reconsider 

Russia 
sanctions

Budapest: The Europe-
an Union should reassess 
its sanctions on Russia, as 
they continue to drive up 
energy costs and damaging 
the bloc’s economic com-
petitiveness, Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban said on Friday, a week 
after the EU leaders’ infor-
mal summit with saw the 
signing of a declaration on 
competitiveness. “Energy 
prices need to be lowered 
by all means. This means 
that sanctions need to be 
reconsidered because un-
der the current sanctions 
policy, energy prices will 
not go lower,” Orban said 
during an interview on the 
Hungarian public radio. 
Orban remarked that US 
companies pay only a quar-
ter of what their European 
counterparts do for gas 
and electricity, a disparity 
that cannot be addressed 
through other measures. 
Hungary has long been 
at odds with the EU over 
its approach to the war in 
Ukraine and its sanctions 
policy towards Moscow. 
This ongoing disagreement 
complicates the EU’s ability 
to reach consensus on new 
restrictions, according to 
an August report by Eurac-
tiv, which cited diplomatic 
sources. – Agencies

Larijani 
asserts Iran’s 
support for 
resistance

Beirut: An advisor to 
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei asserts that 
Iran continues to support 
the regional Front of Re-
sistance under all circum-
stances. Ali Larijani made 
the remarks to reporters 
in the Lebanese capital 
Beirut on Friday following a 
meeting with the country’s 
Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Berri. In response to a 
question about whether the 
Islamic Republic had given 
up on its support for the 
resistance, Larijani said, “I 
suppose that you take jok-
ing remarks very seriously. 
Who has said these?” “We 
support the resistance un-
der all circumstances,” he 
added, noting that his un-
derway trip to Lebanon was 
meant to convey this mes-
sage. “We consider it to be 
our responsibility to support 
the Lebanese people and 
their demands. – Agencies

Tarar calls for culture 
driven climate actions 

News Desk

BAKU: Federal Minister for Information, 
Broadcasting, National Heritage and Cul-
ture Attaullah Tarar on Friday made a 
passionate call for taking culture driven 
climate action to address the global cli-
mate crises. While delivering a speech at 
a high-level ministerial dialogue on the 
Cultural Heritage and Climate Change in 
Baku, the minister began his speech with 
a heartfelt commendation to Azerbaijan, 
the UAE and Brazil for bringing all the 
nations together for the second high-level 
dialogue on culture based climate action. 
“Here in Baku, a city that breathes histo-
ry and radiates cultural vibrancy, we find 
ourselves surrounded by the reminders 
of the strengths and resilience that herit-
age brings to our lives,” he said while de-
scribing the city as “a testament to what a 
culture can achieve. It preserves the past, 
shape the present and guides us towards 
more resilient future,” he added. The min-
ister remarked, as I reflects upon the leg-
acies like Baku, I reminded of the cultural 
gems back home in Pakistan where the 
people of Indus civilization which originat-
ed along the banks and tributaries of the 
mighty river Indus which is also a home to 
one of the world UNESCO heritage sites 
Mohenjo Daro which dates back to 2500 
BC. He said, “today, as we convene here 
to discuss about how we channel these val-
ues, our ingenuity, creativity and resilience 
to address one of the greatest challenges 
of our times, the global climate crises, the 
communities, across the world, are feeling 
the devastating impacts of climate change.” 

Highlighting Pakistan’s meager contribu-
tion to the global carbon emission, he said 
that his country was among the top ten 
countries that was most vulnerable to the 
climate change which not only posed great 
threat to the lives and livelihoods but also 
culture and national heritage.
“In 2022, we were faced with most devas-
tated floods. Thousands of people includ-
ing indigenous people were displaced, 
and when we come to calculate loss and 
damage we were caused a damage of 13 
billion USD,” he noted. He said the world 
is not only facing the risk of losing lives 
and livelihoods but also “irreplaceable  
tradition, knowledge and size that define 
who we are”. “If we hope to alter this dis-

course, we must unite to bring forth our 
most innovative and inclusive ideas,” he 
remarked. As representatives of culture in 
our nation, he said all the nations hold the 
responsibility to advocate for the role of 
culture in driving climate action. “In Pa-
kistan, we understand that climate action 
must also mean protecting our culture her-
itage and integrating cultural perspective 
into adaptation efforts,” he said, adding 
“we see this not only as an obligation to 
preserve our past, but also an opportunity 
to build a sustainable future that respects 
and includes all voices.” The information 
minister said culture based solution could 
help the world adapt immediate impact 
of climate change while equipping with 

resilience to face future challenges. “Our 
efforts must be all encompassing and in-
clusive and we must ensure that culture 
based climate actions are embedded in 
our policies, just as climate considera-
tion must be woven in our culture sec-
tor,” he stressed. 
Atta Tarar believed that the role of culture 
in addressing climate changes often re-
mained underappreciated. Pakistan is com-
mitted to this approach, he said, adding “in 
our national adaptation communication, we 
highlighted the essential role that cultural 
heritage plays in strengthening communi-
ty, identity and wellbeing and resilience.” 
“Protecting cultural heritage not only hon-
ors our past but enhance stability and pros-
perity in changing climate,” said the min-
ister who was encouraged by the growing 
consensus cross the global community that 
cultural heritage and indigenous knowledge 
and resilience of traditional practices are 
powerful tools in our climate action toolkit. 
He said “the culture is not only an inher-
itance from past rather it is living breathing 
force that shapes our present and empower 
us to create a better future”. Through cul-
ture, he said resilience, innovation and sol-
idarity are needed to confront the climate 
crises. “In our commitment to culture and 
resillence, we can lead by example showing 
the world the heritage and traditions we 
cherished are not just reminders where we 
have been, but beacons guiding us where 
we can and must go together,” the minister 
stated. In conclusion, the minister cited the 
saying of the Holy Prophet (SAW) that says: 
“if the final hour comes while you have a 
sapling in your hand, you should plant it”.
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Highlighting Pakistan’s meager contribution to the global carbon emission, he said that his 
country was among the top ten countries that was most vulnerable to the climate change

Bahrain awards 'Medal- 
First Class' to Air Chief

Staff Report

Rawalpindi: Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Sid-
hu was awarded Bahrain’s First-Class Medal. Accord-
ing to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the 
Vice-Rover of Bahrain awarded the Air Chief Marshal 
the Bahrain’s First-Class Medal. The Air Chief Mar-
shal was awarded the medal at the Sakhir Air Base in 
Bahrain. The Air Chief was given this award in recog-
nition of his outstanding efforts to enhance military 
and defense cooperation between the brotherly coun-
tries. The ceremony was attended by the top civil and 
military leadership of Bahrain. The Air Chief Mar-
shal thanked the Bahraini leadership for awarding 
the medal. Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed also met 
with Lieutenant General Derek France, Commander, 
of US Air Force Central Command, on the sidelines 
of the Bahrain International Air Show. The Air Chief 
Marshal reiterated the commitment to further en-
hance bilateral cooperation between the two strate-
gic partners. The Commander of Central Command 
appreciated Pakistan’s efforts in promoting regional 
peace. Pakistan Air Force's JF-17 Block III fighter jet 
participated in the Bahrain International Air Show. 
The Bahraini ruler appreciated the participation of 
the Pakistan Air Force contingent in the air show.

Punjab govt declares health 
emergency in Multan, Lahore
Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb announces extension 

of schools' closure for another week in affected regions
Bureau Report

LAHORE: The worsening smog situation in Punjab has led 
the government to declare a health emergency in Lahore 
and Multan, the two worst-hit cities, as authorities continue 
efforts to curb air pollution and its impact on public health. 
The provincial capital has maintained its position as the 
most polluted city in the world in terms of air pollution, while 
Multan has the worst air quality among Pakistani cities, as 
per Swiss group IQ Air. Senior Minister for Information and 
Environment Protection Marriyum Aurangzeb on Friday 
announced a further extension of the orders for school clo-
sures in smog-hit areas across the province. "The schools 
will remain closed for another week due to the hazardous 
air quality," she said while addressing a press conference. 
The minister said that colleges and universities will switch 
to online classes to ensure the safety of students.  Lahore — a 
city of 14 million people stuffed with factories on the border 
with India — regularly ranks among the world's most pollut-
ed cities, but it has hit record levels this month, prompting 
authorities to take extraordinary measures to fight off smog. 
As Punjab battles with air pollution with the arrival of win-
ter season, the AQI of Punjab capital dropped as low as 732 
this morning before improving to 669 by 1pm, according to 

IQAir, a Swiss air quality technology company. The prevail-
ing smog situation has warranted strict measures, including 
school closures and shifting towards online classes and a ban 
on most outdoor activities till November 17, in eight districts 
engulfed by toxic air. In addition to this, dining in restau-
rants, shops, markets and shopping malls had been directed 
to close by 8pm.  However, the persistent thick smog has 
prompted the extension of school closures and a declaration 
of health emergency. Marriyum also announced new operat-
ing hours for the restaurants in Lahore and Multan, allowing 
them to stay open until 4pm and offer only takeaway service 
till 8pm. "A full lockdown will be enforced in both cities on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, as authorities continue to moni-
tor the worsening smog situation," the minister stated, adding 
that the government will review data until Wednesday before 
making further decisions. She further stated that the govern-
ment is also imposing a ban on construction activities in the 
two cities from this Saturday until next Sunday to reduce fur-
ther pollution. Meanwhile, the Lahore High Court (LHC) has 
stressed the need for a long-term smog control policy, suggest-
ing that the government should formulate a plan spanning at 
least 10 years. Justice Shahid Karim presided over the hearing 
on petitions regarding smog mitigation, with Advocate Gener-
al Punjab Khalid Ishaq appearing before the court.

Israel’s warfare in 
Gaza consistent 
with genocide

Foreign Desk

NEW YORK: Israel’s methods of warfare in Gaza, includ-
ing the use of starvation as a weapon, mass civilian casu-
alties and life-threatening conditions deliberately inflicted 
on Palestinians in the territory, are consistent with the 
characteristics of genocide, the UN Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices said in a report published on 
Thursday. “Since the beginning of the war, Israeli officials 
have publicly supported policies that strip Palestinians of 
the very necessities required to sustain life: food, water 
and fuel,” the committee said. Statements from Israeli 
authorities and the “systematic and unlawful” blocking of 
humanitarian aid deliveries to Gaza make clear “Israel’s 
intent to instrumentalize life-saving supplies for political 

and military gains,” it added. The committee, the full ti-
tle of which is the UN Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Pales-
tinian people and other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, 
was established by the UN General Assembly in 1968 to 
monitor the human rights situation in the occupied Golan 
heights, the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the 
Gaza Strip. It comprises the permanent representatives 
to the UN from three member states, currently Malaysia, 
Senegal and Sri Lanka, who are appointed by the president 
of the General Assembly. Its latest report, which covers the 
period from October 2023 to July 2024, mostly focuses on 
the effects of the war in Gaza on the rights of Palestinians. 
“Through its siege over Gaza, obstruction of humanitar-
ian aid, alongside targeted attacks and killing of civilians 
and aid workers, despite repeated UN appeals, binding 
orders from the International Court of Justice and resolu-
tions of the Security Council, Israel is intentionally caus-
ing death, starvation and serious injury, using starvation 
as a method of war and inflicting collective punishment 
on the Palestinian population,” the committee said. The 
“extensive” Israeli bombing campaign has wiped out es-
sential services in Gaza and caused an “environmental ca-
tastrophe” that will have “lasting health impacts,” it adds.

Khayam Abbasi

RAWALPINDI: Incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan has categorically rejected me-
dia reports claiming former first lady Bushra Bibi formally 
joined politics, said party lawyer Faisal Chaudhry on Fri-
day. The clarification came after media reports claimed 
that the former first lady issued instructions to the PTI 
leadership across the country yesterday and summoned a 
meeting of the PTI leadership this evening. “Bushra Bibi 
did not take central leadership of the party into confidence 
in this regard,” the sources said. Talking to journalists after 
meeting the party’s founder in Adiala Jail today, Advocate 
Faisal Chaudhry said: “Bushra Bibi conveyed PTI founder’s 
message to the party leaders.” “She is neither joining pol-
itics nor will she in future,” the advocate clarified while 
quoting Khan. Referring to the “restrictions” on meetings 
between Khan and the party leadership, his counsel said: 
“When such a situation is created [by the government], 
message will be sent through someone.”     Responding to 
another question, the PTI counsel said that the chairman 
of the anti-graft watchdog and the investigation officer 
should tender resignations after the statement issued by 
the NAB. He said that the PTI founder was being tried 
in a “fake case”. The speculations regarding Bushra Bi-
bi’s entry into active politics triggered after she was re-
leased from prison last month on bail in new Toshakhana 
case related to illegal sale of expensive state gifts. A day 
earlier, the NAB pleaded with the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) to set aside the conviction of the PTI founder and 
his wife in the first Toshakhana reference and remand 
the matter back to the accountability court for a retrial.


