
Rate reduction 
a pleasing move 

for economy: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif being 
briefed on the construction of Jinnah Avenue-9th Avenue 

intersection. – DNA

The prime minister, in his opening remarks, while chairing 
the meeting of the federal cabinet, said a further two percent 
reduction of the policy rate was a pleasing development 

for business, agriculture, exports, and commerce sectors

Briefs

Exit polls show Trump leading in the elections

Trump, Kamala confident 
about election victory

Five non-credible bomb threats were reported, leading to  
a temporary evacuation at two Fulton County locations

News Desk

WASHINGTON: As the polling in the most 
stats of the USA has completed both Don-
ald Trump and Kamala Harris have claimed 
victory. The counting has already begun 
with both sides claiming that the voters 
have cast their votes for them. Donald 
Trump in his message said that he had 95 
per cent chances of winning the election 
while Kamala vowed to put America on 
path to peace and progress after her suc-
cess. Republican Vice-Presidential nomi-
nee and Donald Trump’s running mate JD 
Vance cast his ballot in-person in the state 
of Ohio at the polling station in Cincinnati.  
Vance arrived at the St Anthony of Padua 
Church to vote with his wife, Usha and 
their children, Non-credible threats briefly 

disrupted voting at two polling locations 
in Georgia Tuesday morning, according 
to local officials who say they will seek a 
court order to extend voting hours. Five 
non-credible bomb threats were report-
ed, leading to a temporary evacuation 
at two Fulton County locations for about 
30 minutes, Nadine Williams, the coun-
ty’s registration and elections director, 
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Constitutional 
bench at last 

with split vote

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In light of the 26th 
Amendment approved by parliament 
last month, the Judicial Commission of 
Pakistan (JCP) has constituted a sev-
en-member constitutional bench under 
Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan, sources told 
Geo News on Tuesday.   Chief Justice of 
Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Afridi-led judicial 
commission constituted the bench in 
7-5 split decision, with a majority of the 
members voting in favour of the consti-
tutional bench. Sources claimed that CJP 

Afridi, senior-most judges Justice Man-
soor Ali Shah and Justice Muneeb Akhtar 
and opposition PTI members Omar Ayub 
and Shibli Faraz opposed the decision. 
The constitutional bench includes judges 
from all provinces; Justice Amin-ud-Din 
and Justice Ayesha Malik from Punjab, 
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Jus-
tice Hassan Azhar Rizvi from Sindh, Jus-
tice Jamal Khan Mandokhail and Justice 
Naeem Akhtar Afghan from Balochistan 
and Justice Musarrat Hilali from KP. The 
newly-appointed chief justice chaired the 
first meeting after the reconstitution of 
the top judicial body in line with the 26th 

Amendment. The meeting was attended 
by senior puisne judge Justice Shah, Jus-
tice Akhtar, Justice Amin-Ud-din, Senator 
Farooq H Naek, MNA Sheikh Aftab Ah-
mad, MNA Omar Ayub, Roshan Khur-
sheed Bharucha, Law Minister Azam 
Nazeer Tarar, Senator Shibli Faraz, 
Attorney General for Pakistan Mansoor 
Usman Awan, and Pakistan Bar Council 
representative Akhtar Hussain. As per 
the 26th Constitutional Amendment, 
the strength of the Judicial Commission 
is 13 members. The judicial commission 
is mandated to appoint judges to the 
Supreme Court, high courts, and the 
Federal Shariat Court (FSC). As per the 
addition of Article 175-A in the Constitu-
tion through the 26th Amendment, the 
JCP will be headed by CJP and will also 
consist of two senators and two MNAs. 
The commission would also consist of 
three senior-most judges of the Supreme 
Court, most senior judge of the consti-
tutional bench, the Federal Minister for 
Law and Justice, the Attorney General 
for Pakistan, an advocate not having ex-
perience of less than 15 years of practice 
in the Supreme Court to be nominated by 
the Pakistan Bar Council (for two years). 
A woman or non-Muslim member of par-
liament qualifies to be a parliamentarian 
to be nominated by the speaker for two 
years will also be part of the key panel. 

PTI’s Shibli Faraz, Omar Ayub Khan oppose decision, 
say sources; Justice Amin Uddin to head the bench

Pak, China 
Indus Shield 
exercise ends
The successful execution 

of such a large-scale 
exercise demonstrates 

Pakistan Air Force’s joint 
operational readiness

DNA
Rawalpindi: Indus 
Shield-Chinese, a bilateral 
module of Exercise Indus 
Shield 2024, being conduct-
ed separately between Chi-
nese and Pakistan Airforces 
has concluded at an opera-
tional air base of Pakistan 
Air Force. The exercise wit-
nessed participation from 
People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force of China, with its 
personnel and high-tech 
equipment comprising AESA 
Radar and Long Range BVR 
Equipped J-16 & J-10C fight-
er aircraft, Lethal HQ-22 Sur-
face to Air Defence system, 
Potent Airborne Electronic 
Warfare YTG-9 Platform, 
alongside KJ-500 Airborne 
Early Warning system 
pitched against PAF’s J-10C 
and  JF-17 Block-III fighter 
jets simulating contempo-
rary aerial combat scenarios. 
The successful execution 
of such a large-scale exer-
cise demonstrates Pakistan 
Air Force’s joint operation-
al readiness among allied 
nations while addressing 
contemporary security chal-
lenges. Aimed at validating 
interoperability between Chi-
na and Pakistan in the face 
of contemporary air combat 
challenges and by simulating 
various military tactics in 
near realistic multi domain 
operations training environ-
ment, Indus Shield-Chinese 
has maximized the warf-
ighting potential of both 
the participating air forces.

Pakistan, 
Iran discuss 
bilateral ties

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Deputy 
Prime Minister /Foreign 
Minister Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar received the 
Foreign Minister of Iran 
Seyed Abbas Araghchi @
araghchi and his delegation 
at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The two Ministers 
noted the longstanding

Picture on Page 2
ties between Pakistan and 
Iran and emphasized the 
need to strengthen these 
relations through increased 
trade, energy cooperation 
and enhanced border man-
agement. They expressed 
commitment to exploring 
avenues of enhancing trade,  
investment and people to 
people contacts  Deputy 
Prime Minister Dar and 
Foreign Minister Aragachi 
also discussed the situa-
tion in the Middle East. 
They strongly condemned 
Israeli aggression against 
Palestinians and expressed 
their common resolved in 
supporting the inalienable 
right to self determination 
of the Palestinian people.

Staff Report / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court’s Justice 
Mansoor Ali Shah and Justice Munib 
Akhtar have written to Chief Justice of 
Pakistan (CJP) Yahya Khan Afridi seeking 
immediate fixation of the pleas challenging 
the recently adopted 26th Constitutional 
Amendment.  The letter undersigned by 
the two judges, who are the members of the 
committee constituted under the Supreme 
Court Practice and Procedure Act (2023) 
for fixing cases and forming benches, stat-
ed that this committee decided that the 
“constitutional petitions” challenging the 
26th Constitutional Amendment be fixed 
for hearing in full court on November 4. 
It stated that the decision made on October 
31 was promptly communicated on the same 
day but no cause list was issued for the hear-
ing on the said date.  The decision of the 
committee continues to stand in terms of 
Section 2(3) of Practice and Procedure Act 

and has to be given effect.  Justices Shah, 
Akhtar request CJP to fix pleas challenging 
26th Amendment in full court this week “We 
are therefore constrained to require the fixa-
tion of the aforementioned constitutional pe-
titions before the full court positively during 
the current week, and for the cause list to 
be issued accordingly forthwith,” the letter 
read.  It further stated that the Supreme 
Court registrar is directed to upload the 
committee’s decision of 31 October, 2024 
on the official website of the top court. 
It may be noted that several pleas have 
been filed in the Supreme Court against the 
controversial judicial reforms recently in-
troduced by the government, which remain 
a bone of contention despite their dramat-
ic passage in the parliament consequent 
signing after multiple delays.  These pleas 
have been submitted by Jamat-e-Islami (JI) 
and various lawyers’ bodies including the 
Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA), 
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Justices Shah, Akhtar 
request CJP to fix pleas 
Two judges are members of committee formed under 
SC Practice and Procedure Act (2023) for fixing cases

26th Amendment

CJP, two senior judges oppose

Legislation not carried out 
for single person: Tarar

“Extending tenure to five years will not affect institution’s 
merit-based system,” says information minister

Rejects opposition hue and cry over Amends

Rana Tahir Shahbaz

ISLAMABAD: In its bid to defend the pas-
sage of six amendment bills in the parlia-
ment, including one extending the fixed 
tenure of services chiefs up to five years and 
the other increasing number of judges in the 
apex and high courts, the government stood 
firm on the stance that the legislation was 
not carried out for a single person. Federal 
Minister for Information Attaullah Tarar said 
that the tweaks were not introduced sudden-
ly, as consultation was ongoing and Pakistan 
People’s Party also taken into confidence. 
The opposition was not ready to discuss the 
legislation,” he said, speaking during Geo 
News programme ‘Aaj Shahzeb Khanzada 
Kay Sath’ on Tuesday. Tarar’s remarks came 
in the wake of the passage of the six bills ap-
proved by both the Senate and the National 
Assembly a day earlier, which turned into 
law after acting president Yusuf Raza Gilani 
signed them. Gilani signed all six bills in-
cluding the Supreme Court Number of Judg-
es (Amendment) Bill, 2024, the Supreme 
Court Practice and Procedure (Amendment) 

Continued on Page 06

PTI’s ruckus, leads 
to prorogation  
of NA session

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ruckus and sloganeer-
ing of members belonging to Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) on Tuesday led 
to the prorogation of the National As-
sembly session for indefinite period. 
Aurangzeb Khan Khichi, an independ-
ent member of the National Assembly 
was speaking on point of order when 
PTI lawmakers started sloganeering 
which compelled the Deputy Speaker 
to read the prorogation order signed 
by President. Earlier, speaking in the 
House, Aurangzeb Khan Khichi clar-
ified that he did not receive a single 
penny from anyone.  He claimed that 
the forward bloc was on the card in 
PTI on that day which he foiled, and 
the time would prove it.  He went on to 

Continued on Page 06

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Tuesday lauding the policy rate 
reduction by the State Bank of Pakistan to 
15%, said that the government’s economic 
stability measures were coming to fruition.
The prime minister, in his opening re-
marks, while chairing the meeting of the 
federal cabinet, said a further two percent 
reduction of the policy rate was a pleasing 
development for business, agriculture, ex-
ports, and commerce sectors. He said SBP 
had gradually reduced the policy rate from 
22% to 15%, encouraging people to invest 
their money in the economy to create jobs, 
enhance production, and exports. Prime 
Minister Shehbaz said that the policy rate 
reduction would decrease the debt burden 
by Rs1.3 trillion providing huge relief and 
creating a great fiscal space for the country. 
He expressed the hope that the country’s 
economy would strengthen if the indicators 

continued to move positively. The prime 
minister told the cabinet members that in 
a follow-up of his recent visit to Saudi Ara-
bia, a Pakistani delegation had left for the 
Kingdom to discuss cooperation in mining 
and minerals, solar energy and skilled IT 
workforce which was required by both Sau-
dia Arabia and Qatar. He asked the IT min-
istry to give a presentation to explain their 
strategy to produce IT workforce of inter-
national standard to make them cope with 
the requirements of both the countries.
Calling for swift action on B2B MoUs 
with Saudi Arabia, the prime minister 
said the Azerbaijan government had also 
given a green signal for the signing of $2 
billion MoUs to strengthen bilateral coop-
eration. “These are good signals. How we 
take advantage of these is up to us,” he 
remarked.The prime minister hinted at 
announcing a power relief package for the 
winter season and emphasised facilitating 
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Two Chinese 
nationals 

injured
A clash broke 

out between the 
foreigners and 

security guards at 
a police station 

Bureau Report

KARACHI: Two Chinese na-
tionals were injured in Ka-
rachi on Tuesday in a shoot-
ing by a security guard, a 
police officer said, as the 
Sindh government reported 
a “clash” at a police station.
Speaking to reporters at 
the site of the incident, 
Kemari Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Faizan Ali 
said: “Two Chinese [nation-
als] have been injured due 
to a security guard’s firing.” 
According to a statement 
by the Sindh home depart-
ment, a clash broke out 
between the foreigners and 
security guards at a police 
station in Karachi’s Sindh 
Industrial Trading Estate 
(SITE) A area. Sindh Home 
Minister Ziaul Hassan Lan-
jar instructed authorities 
to arrest the security guard 
involved in the incident, 
the statement said. Lanjar 
sought details from the 
South deputy inspector 
general, stating that facts 
of the incident must be 
confirmed with a compre-
hensive inquiry and said, 
“[He] must be informed of 
the inquiry report and po-
lice action,” it added. The 
home minister was fur-
ther quoted as saying that 
companies providing se-
curity to Chinese experts/
residents and foreigners 
should be audited and the 
audit report must be sent 
for review. Lanjar asserted 
that physical and mental 
fitness tests for the guards 
who were assigned to secu-
rity duties must be ensured, 
adding that services should 
be taken from fully trained 
and fit security guards. He 
also ordered a crackdown 
on unregistered and illegal 
security companies, ac-
cording to the statement.
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Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Navy ship Zulfiquar conduct-
ed Passage Exercise with 
Djibouti Coast Guards to en-
hance inter-operability upon 
its departure from the port 
city on Tuesday.
“Pakistan Navy Ship Zulfi-
quar visited port Djibouti 
during deployment on re-
gional maritime security pa-
trol,” a statement from the 
Directorate General Public 
Relations (NAVY) said.
The Djibouti Navy officials 
received the ship at port.
The PNS Zulfiquar com-
manding officer called on 
senior military leadership 
and explored avenues for 
further collaboration. “Navy 
to Navy engagements be-

tween Pakistan and Djibouti 
have been the cornerstone of 
diplomatic relations between 
both brotherly countries,” 
it said. During the port call, 
the PNS Zulfiquar crew also 
had “professionally reward-

ing” interactions with the 
Djibouti Navy and the Coast 
Guards. “Pakistan and Djibou-
ti enjoy close and cordial rela-
tions based on mutual respect 
and understanding. Both the 
countries also have numer-

ous common interests in the 
maritime arena,” according to 
the press release. Djibouti’s 
ambassadors, defence attach-
es, senior government and 
military leadership and prom-
inent members of local and Pa-

kistani community also visited 
the ship. Last month, the PNS 
Zulfiquar while deployed on 
a regional maritime security 
patrol rescued an Iranian fish-
ing dhow with 23 fishermen 
onboard. 

PNS Zulfiquar commanding officer 
 explores avenues for further collaboration

Visits port djibouti during deployment on regional maritime security patrol

Japanese Ambassador’s Commendations ceremony

KP govt launches mega solarization 
project for sustainable energy

PESHAWAR: Chief Minis-
ter of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP), Ali Amin Khan 
Gandapur on Tuesday 
chaired a meeting of the com-
mittee for the solarization of 
government buildings.  The 
initiative is aimed at address-
ing power shortages and pro-
moting sustainable energy 
solutions across the province 
he meeting was attended by 
the Chief Minister’s Advi-

sor on Finance, Muzzammil 
Aslam, and other key com-
mittee members. The meet-
ing focused on the proposed 
plan to solarize a wide range 
of government infrastruc-
ture across the province, in-
cluding hospitals, schools, 
colleges, universities, 
police stations, jails, gov-
ernment offices, as well as 
tube wells and streetlights.  
The committee was briefed 

on the ongoing data collec-
tion process regarding the 
electricity needs of govern-
ment buildings. So far, data 
for 13,000 units has been 
compiled.  To solarize these 
buildings, approximately 
73,000 megawatts of solar 
system capacity will be re-
quired, which will generate 
an estimated 92 million 
units of solar electricity 
annually.—APP

 Kundi chairs 
meeting on Cash-Free 

Digitalization for public 
sector universities

PESHAWAR: Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fais-
al Karim Kundi chaired 
a consultation meeting 
between public sector uni-
versities and JazzCash on 
the digitalization and cash-
free transition of financial 
operations at Governor 
House on Tuesday .  The 
meeting was attended by 
senior officials from Jazz-
Cash, including President 
Murtaza Ali, as well as reg-
istrars and finance officers 
from various public sector 
universities in the prov-
ince. During the meeting, 
JazzCash representatives 
provided a comprehensive 
briefing on the nationwide 
initiative to promote cash-
free digital transactions, 
highlighting the seamless 
24/7 transfer and receipt 
of funds across the coun-
try, including Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. JazzCash of-
ficials also discussed the 
integration of university 
financial processes such 
as scholarship payments, 
exam fees, staff salaries, 
and other financial mat-
ters through the digital 
platform.  The company 
outlined how universities 
could benefit from imme-
diate digital fund trans-
fers, simplifying financial 
management and ensuring 
transparency. Moreover, 
JazzCash proposed in-

cluding all universities in 
the JazzCash app, which 
would enable them to 
transfer and receive funds 
efficiently and in real 
time.
The meeting also shed 
light on JazzCash’s ex-
tensive network, with 
19 million active users 
nationwide and 32,000 
agents in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa alone. University 
representatives expressed 
interest in learning more 
about the digitalization 
process, seeking clarity 
on fund transfers, charg-
es, profits, and other relat-
ed procedures. Governor 
Faisal Karim Kundi em-
phasized the importance 
of transparency and ease 
in financial matters, say-
ing, “The world is rapidly 
transitioning to digitali-
zation. The use of mod-
ern technology for fund 
transfers and payments 
has significantly simpli-
fied lives and created new 
opportunities for efficien-
cy and transparency.” The 
meeting concluded with an 
agreement to further explore 
and implement digital solu-
tions that would streamline 
financial operations in the 
province’s public sector uni-
versities.  The session served 
as an advisory consultation 
aimed at facilitating the digital 
transition.—DNA

WADA  confers award to Elli for 
contributing to Pak-Japan friendship
 

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan 
WADA Mitsuhiro conferred 
the “Japanese Ambassa-
dor’s Commendations” 
to Ms. TAKAGAKI Elli 
at the ceremony held at 
his Official Residence in 
Islamabad. The Japanese 
Ambassador’s Commenda-
tions are awarded to per-
sons or organisations to 
commend their significant 
contributions or distinct 
service in accordance with 
the work of the Embassy 
of Japan.   Ms. TAKAGA-
KI Elli, Founder of Paper 
Miracles, Sunny Miracles, 
Plastic Miracles, “Colors 
of Pakistan” and Jobs Intl 
Private Limited, has set 
up and involved in activi-
ties including “Paper Mir-
acles” to support wom-
en’s empowerment in 
Pakistan for many years. 
Ambassador WADA, 

speaking on the occasion, 
praised and thanked her 

for dedication to the de-
velopment of Pakistan and 

contribution to Pak-Japan 
relations. Ms. Takagaki, 

were presented the certif-
icates of commendations 

as well as  the memoria l 
shie ld . 

Ahsan, Munir discuss 
economic growth strategies

ISLAMABAD: :Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal met with Ambassador 
Munir Akram, Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations (UN), and discussed the country’s develop-
ment agenda, COP29 preparations, and economic growth strategies.  “Pakistan is aligned with the UN’s development 
agenda. It will actively participate in the COP29 conference in Baku this month and discuss its strategic priorities about 
effectively tackling the confronted environmental challenges,” he said in a recent meeting with the envoy, according to a 
news release on Tuesday. He said the Pakistani delegation would stress the need for strengthening regional cooperation 
to strengthen the environmental stance.  During COP29, the minister said, there would be a significant international 
participation in the Round Table on Environment to be held in the Pakistan Pavilion. Talking about Pakistan’s contin-
uous efforts for the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Ahsan Iqbal said Pakistan was the first 
country to adopt the SDGs in the Parliament as soon as they were introduced and set.  “All our development projects 
are aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,” the minister said, adding that the SDG Unit was 
established in the Ministry of Planning following the announcement of the UNSDGs. “Today the unit is functioning as 
a regular department.” He said as many as 17 task forces in the Ministry of Planning were being established on a fast-
track basis, which would monitor projects at the national and provincial levels, ensuring their complete alignment with 
the objectives of the SDGs. The minister also commented on the stock market’s improved situation in Pakistan and said 
that out of 530 companies; only 70 companies have exports of more than $10,000.  Ahsan Iqbal encouraged companies 
to increase exports and effectively use their potential in the global market, saying that “every enterprise in Pakistan 
should set an export target of more than $10,000.” He expressed satisfaction over the recent wave of investment under 
the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) and said the council was providing an enabling environment for pro-
moting large investments and business opportunities. He expressed the hope that ongoing investment and economic 
reforms would lead Pakistan towards sustainable development.—DNA

Concern 
expressed 

over impact 
of armed 

conflicts on 
environment

ISLAMABAD: Speaker 
National Assembly, Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq Tuesday empha-
sized the need to address 
the environmental conse-
quences of armed conflicts. 
He expressed these views 
in his message on the oc-
casion of the “International 
Day for Preventing the Ex-
ploitation of the Environ-
ment in War and Armed 
Conflict”, which was ob-
served across the world on 
6th November 2024 under 
the auspices of the Unit-
ed Nations. The Speaker 
stressed that armed con-
flicts not only bring wide-
spread human suffering 
but also lead to severe envi-
ronmental degradation and 
badly affect biodiversity.  
He highlighted the impact 
of war on natural resourc-
es and the ecosystems that 
sustain life, urging global 
collaboration to protect 
the environment in conflict 
zones. “The devastating ef-
fects of war on the environ-
ment extend beyond national 
borders and generations.”  
Ayaz Sadiq said that armed 
conflicts and war destroy in-
frastructure as well as cause 
deforestation.—APP

Pakistan-
Canada 

business ties 
in focus as 
FPCCI hosts 

Canadian 
investor

Islamabad: A Canadian 
investor and associated 
with the mineral industry 
Luqman Ahmed visited the 
capital office of the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce and Indus-
tries, Canadian investor 
Luqman Ahmed met the 
officials of FPCCI.
Vice President of the Fed-
eration Tariq Jadoon and 
Incharge Capital Office Ka-
rim Aziz Malik, Chairman 
Coordination Capital Office 
Malik Sohail also attended 
the meeting.
President FPCCI Atif 
Ikram Shaikh said on this 
occasion that there are in-
vestment opportunities in 
Pakistan, the business com-
munity is playing a role to 
restore the confidence of 
investors, trade and invest-
ment between Pakistan and 
Canada. want to promote, 
a delegation of Pakistani 
businessmen will visit Can-
ada and America in March, 
a delegation of 25 to 30 
people will visit.
Speaking on this occasion, 
Canadian investor Luqman 
Ahmed said that hundreds 
of exploration companies 
are ready to come to Paki-
stan, there are opportuni-
ties for exploration in the 
field of mining and minerals 
in Pakistan, there is a need 
to improve the image of Pa-
kistan in the outside world. 
Pakistani companies are 
also coming towards explo-
ration, our two exploration 
projects have been success-
ful in Peru, if the business 
environment in Pakistan’s 
mining sector is improved, 
companies can come.—APP

Multi-faceted 
activities 
arranged 

for primary 
school 

students
PESHAWAR:The District 
Administration under the 
Chief Minister Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa program Awami 
Agenda on Tuesday held a 
magnificent multi-faceted 
exhibition at the Kohat 
Sports Complex to create 
awareness among the pri-
mary school students of Ko-
hat on environment, its pro-
tection, science and sports. 
Chairman DDAC Kohat 
Shafiullah Jan MPA and 
Commissioner Kohat Divi-
sion Syed Motasim Billah 
Shah attended the said 
exhibition as chief guests.
The students of govern-
ment primary schools of 
Kohat set up beautiful dis-
play stalls and presented 
practical activities. Par-
ents, teachers and people 
from different walks of 
life witnessed the activi-
ties in large numbers and 
highly appreciated the 
various activities.  The 
audience highly appreci-
ated the children’s sci-
entific experiments and 
environmental awareness. 
Chairman DDAC Kohat 
and Commissioner Kohat 
highly appreciated the 
Deputy Commissioner Ko-
hat Abdul Akram and his 
team for organizing these 
useful activities for the 
primary school students.  
Commissioner Kohat an-
nounced that under the 
Chief Minister program 
Awami Agenda such use-
ful activities will also be 
organized continuously in 
all the districts of Kohat 
Division.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan WADA Mitsuhiro and Ms. TAKAGAKI Elli with others at Japanese 
 Ambassador’s Commendations ceremony.

Resilient 
youth to make 

prosperous 
Pakistan: 

Tarar
ISLAMABAD: Federal  
Minister for Information, 
Broadcasting, National Her-
itage and Culture Attaullah 
Tarar said on Tuesday that 
Pakistan’s youth with its 
hard work, resilience, and 
determination would make 
it a developed and prosper-
ous country.  Addressing 
the National Youth Summit 
as chief guest here, he said 
that Pakistan was founded 
on the dream of Allama 
Iqbal, which turned into 
reality under the leader-
ship of Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah.  The 
minister said that the youth 
of the subcontinent gained 
freedom by supporting the 
Quaid-e-Azam in the strug-
gle for freedom. 
“Through the resolve and 
determination of the Mus-
lim youth of the subconti-
nent we achieved the goal of 
freedom “, he maintained.  
The youth carried the mes-
sage of the Quaid-e-Azam 
to every nook and cranny 
of the subcontinent and 
helped create awareness 
among the Muslims about 
the importance of Pakistan.  
He said was an honour to 
address the best and most 
talented youth of Pakistan 
present at the event. He 
said Pakistan had abun-
dance of talented youth who 
were playing an important 
role in the development of 
the country. Young people 
were representing Paki-
stan on every forum, he 
said adding that they could 
shape the world scenario in 
a unique way. He said there 
was a need for a lot of work 
as far as climate change 
was concerned.  “We have 
suffered many losses due 
to adverse effects of cli-
mate change in the shape 
of floods and cyclones”, he 
remarked.  He expressed 
the hope that Pakistani 
youth would play their role 
in mitigating the effects of 
climate change.  He said Pa-
kistan’s youth were striving 
for gender equality, better 
health facilities, and the 
overall well-being of the 
people of the country and 
region.  He said local youth 
were working in the digital 
field and Pakistani start-ups 
were considered the best 
in the world. He said em-
powering the youth was the 
need of the hour and the 
government was taking var-
ious steps to empower the 
youth. He said that all over 
the world Pakistani youth 
was known for resilience and 
innovation. He said it was the 
youth of this country that 
created a separate state for 
Muslims and they will save 
this country and take it to 
great heights. Pakistani 
youth,  he opined not only 
have the potential but can 
reshape the future of the 
world as we are moving 
towards a common shared 
future of humanity. —APP

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister /Foreign Minister Senator  
Mohammad Ishaq Dar receiving the Foreign Minister of Iran Seyed  

Abbas Araghchi at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.



AIOU’s exams 
from Nov 15

SLAMABAD: Final exami-
nations of master programs 
of Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity(AIOU), offered in 
spring 2024 semester, will 
begin across the country 
from November 15. Accord-
ing to date sheet released 
by the University, students 
of MA/M.Sc/M.Com/M.Ed 
and MBA programs will ap-
pear in these examinations. 
Roll number slips have 
been uploaded at CMS por-
tals of the students.  Date 
sheet has also been placed 
at the University’s official 
website www.aiou.edu.pk.  
As per the instructions of 
the Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Nasir Mehmood exam 
centers have been set up 
at the nearest places of the 
students’ residences.  All 
possible efforts have been 
made to ensure transpar-
ency in the entire exams’ 
process, said Controller ex-
ams.  In line with these di-
rectives, special teams have 
been formed to conduct 
surprise visits to examina-
tion centers to prevent any 
malpractices during the ex-
amination.—APP

ENU awards 
Prof Iqbal 
honorary 

Professor title 
Islamabad: Prof. Dr. 
M. Iqbal Choudhary, a re-
nowned scientist and re-
searcher, has been award-
ed the prestigious title of 
Honorary Professor by the 
Rector of L.N. Gumilyov 
Eurasian National Univer-
sity (ENU) in Astana, Ka-
zakhstan. This recognition 
honours his significant con-
tributions to research and 
training Kazakh students 
over the past three dec-
ades. During the award cer-
emony, Prof. Choudhary’s 
impact on the scientific 
community was highlight-
ed, underscoring his ongo-
ing dedication to fostering 
academic collaboration.
Prof. Choudhary is also a 
distinguished recipient of 
the Doctor of Science degree 
from Al-Farabi Kazakh Na-
tional University, further ce-
menting his strong academic 
ties with Kazakhstan. During 
his recent visit to ENU, Prof. 
Choudhary engaged in pro-
ductive discussions with the 
Dean of the Faculty of Natu-
ral Sciences, along with the 
heads of the Departments of 
Chemistry, General Biology, 
Genomics, Biotechnology, 
and Microbiology. These 
meetings focused on advanc-
ing research collaborations 
between the university and 
international institutions. In 
addition, Prof. Choudhary 
delivered two highly impact-
ful lectures on the discov-
ery of new drugs.—APP

Gilani  for providing equitable 
public healthcare services

 Highlighting a special focus on healthcare facilities in rural areas during his premiership, the 
 acting president said the government was striving to uplift the health sector by promoting innovation, 

investment and research
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Acting President 
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani on Tues-
day emphasized the importance of 
collective efforts to ensure every-
one has access to healthcare fa-
cilities, stressing that providing 
equitable, low-cost, and quality 
healthcare was among the gov-
ernment’s priorities. The acting 
president, addressing the two-
day 14th International Public 
Health Conference-2024, or-
ganised by the Health Services 
Academy, said the basic medi-
cal facilities must reach those 
in need and said that a healthy 
environment was also must for 
the citizens along with basic 
medical facilities. He lauded 
the Health Services Academy’s 
role in improving public health-
care and skill training the new 
generation in the medical field 
that would extend its benefits to 
the national level by improving 
the facilities and skill training.  
Highlighting a special focus on 
healthcare facilities in rural ar-
eas during his premiership, the 
acting president said the govern-
ment was striving to uplift the 

health sector by promoting inno-
vation, investment and research.  
He said the conference would 
prove to be an effective platform 
to address the challenges asso-
ciated with the health sector. He 
appreciated the role of his for-
mer Principal Secretary Nargis 
Sethi in the establishment of the 
Academy and said that service 
delivery in the health sector 
could be improved by providing 
professional skills and resources 
to health professionals.  “Health-
care is not just about treatment, 
it’s about creating conditions that 

help improve people’s health,” 
he said.  He stressed the impor-
tance of necessary legislation, 
policy measures and measures 
to provide an enabling environ-
ment for health institutions and 
promote innovation, investment, 
and research.  Acting President 
Gilani said that by understanding 
social and lifestyle factors, better 
policies and programs could be 
designed to address health issues.  
He said medical treatment facili-
ties could be improved by combin-
ing research, innovation and prac-
tices, and assured that the issues 

raised by the institution would be 
resolved through the Standing 
Committee on Health. Vice-Chan-
cellor of Health Services Academy 
Professor Dr Shahzad Ali Khan 
said that the institution had pro-
vided an effective platform to the 
people associated with the health 
sector and that the conference 
was a constant feature to build 
the capacity of doctors and the 
supporting staff. He said that the in-
stitution was pursuing the mission 
of former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed who had given the 
concept of health workforce in the 

country.  Zamurrud Khan, patron of 
Pakistan Sweet Home, said that the 
government was working on merg-
ing the Allied Health Professional 
Council and the Nursing Council. 
He called for reviewing the decision 
as both the entities had different 
working and the merger would cre-
ate difficulties. Registrar of Health 
Services Academy Professor 
Dr Muhammad Abdullah Khan, 
Deputy Controller Examina-
tions Dr Khalid Iqbal Malik and 
a huge number of stakeholders 
in the health sector attended the 
event.

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
Monal............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Hotels & 
Restaurants

IslamabadPOST03

Metrolite
Wednesday, November 06 , 2024

IslamabadPOST03

 Awareness campaign about approved 
housing schemes launched

RAWALPINDI: Director 
General (DG), Rawalpindi 
Development Authority 
(RDA), Kinza Murtaza on 
Tuesday launched special 
awareness campaign re-
garding approved hous-
ing schemes and dengue 
disease in the city. The 
awareness campaign has 
been launched to educate 
the citizens about various 
housing schemes, empha-
sizing the importance of 
dengue prevention meas-

ures. Under the campaign, 
information regarding ap-
proved housing schemes 
including details about the 
residential units, plots and 
associated facilities would 
be provided to the citizens. 
Awareness would also be 
raised about dengue cas-
es, its symptoms, and pre-
ventive steps to curb the 
spread of the disease. Kin-
za Murtaza, while launch-
ing the campaign said, RDA 
was committed to provide 

accurate information about 
the housing schemes in or-
der to help the residents to 
avoid financial risks.  Under 
the campaign, efforts would 
also be made to prevent the 
spread of dengue, the DG 
RDA said and emphasized 
the need for collective ef-
forts to combat the disease. 
She said, “Prevention of 
dengue is not just an in-
dividual responsibility; it 
requires concerted efforts 
from the entire community. 

We are urging the citizens 
to take necessary actions, 
including cleanliness and 
removal of the stagnant 
water and elimination of 
mosquito larvae.” The pub-
lic engagement would be 
facilitated through the use 
of the SMD (Special Mobile 
Display) truck, which would 
travel across various areas 
of Rawalpindi, pamphlets, 
and providing expert advice 
on housing schemes and 
dengue prevention.—APP

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
November

Nov 01/Algeria
National Day

Nov 04/Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07/Russian Feder-
ation

Socialist Revolution

Nov 09/Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11/Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14/Jordan
Birthday of King  

Hussein

Nov 15/Belgium
Kings Day

Nov 15/Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15/Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus

National Day

Nov 18/Oman
National Day

Nov 18/Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21/Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22/Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25/Suriname
National Day

Nov 28/Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28/Albania
Flags Day

Zero waste to be ensured 
under ‘Suthra’ Punjab

RAWALPINDI: Provincial Minister for Local Government and Community Development, Zeeshan Rafique here on Tues-
day said that zero waste would be ensured in cities and villages through, ‘Suthra’ Punjab programme.Chairing a meeting 
held here in Commissioner Office regarding ‘Suthra’ Punjab the Minister said that the programme was launched on 
the directives of Chief Minister Punjab and it is a gift for the people. Members of National and Provincial Assem-
blies, divisional administration officers, contractors and others attended the meeting. The officers concerned gave 
a briefing on the steps being taken by Rawalpindi Waste Management Company regarding ‘Suthra’ Punjab. Zeeshan 
Rafiq said that environmental friendly sustainable measures are being taken under ‘Suthra’ Punjab programme. All 
the required resources are being provided by the Punjab Government, after which there should be no problem in 
ensuring 100 percent cleanliness. He said that outsourcing of cleanliness and sanitation system in rural areas would 
ensure manual, mechanical sweeping, waste collection, drain cleaning and waste disposal. Local government depart-
ment would monitor the outsourcing system digitally, he said. The monitoring would include biometric attendance, 
vehicle tracking management system, vehicle weighing at dumping site, digital monitoring of the fleet and container 
clearance through geo-tagging and prompt resolution of the complaints, the minister informed. At district level, 
a control room under the supervision of Assistant Commissioners is being built in the Deputy Commissioners Office 
and in each Tehsil, Zeeshan Rafiq said adding, to ensure full participation of the public in the sanitation system, an App 
‘Saaf Rawalpindi’ and a toll-free number 1139 have been launched. The citizens could get registered their complaints for 
which the contractor would be given two to three hours time to resolve them, he added. So far, 17 Union Councils (UCs) 
across the division have been outsourced for ‘Suthra’ Punjab programme. The outsourcing is in progress in four UCs 
and pre-qualification have been completed. The UCs which have completed the outsourcing process would enter the first 
operational phase before December 1, the minister was informed.  The sanitation system would become operational in 
UCs where outsourcing is in process and a target of January 1, 2025 has been set in this regard.—DNA

Ahsan terms 
FPCCI’s offer to buy 

PIA step towards 
country uplift

Surely, this step will be a 
milestone for Pakistan’s 

economic independence and 
public welfare

ISLAMABAD:Former President ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari, a member of the Central Core Committee of the 
ruling group UBG in the Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of Pakistan said that  FPCCI’s offer to 
buy PIA is a commendable and revolutionary step to pro-
vide a strong base to the economy, this decision underlines 
the commitment and responsibility of Pakistan’s business 
community to want to play a key role in the restoration of 
national institutions and the development of the economy.
He said  while discussing with various representative dele-
gations of business organizations,He said that this initiative 
of FPCCI is not only the revival of a national airline, but 
the determination of the business community to make the 
economic structure of Pakistan stable and self-reliant.Ah-
san Zafar Bakhtawari said that with this initiative, it will be 
possible to improve management, modernize and increase 
the quality of services in PIA, which will help in improving 
the reputation of Pakistan not only at the national but also 
at the international level.He said that through this bold ini-
tiative of FPCCI, other businesses will also be encouraged 
to play their positive role in the economic development of 
Pakistan. He said that the government should also accept 
this offer. Take it seriously and provide full support in im-
plementing this commitment of businessmen. Surely, this 
step will be a milestone for Pakistan’s economic independ-
ence and public welfare.—DNA

President ICCI, Rector 
NUML for strengthening  

academia,industry linkage
DNA

Islamabad:  A delegation 
from the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), led by its newly 
elected President, Nasir Mu-
hammad Qureshi visited the 
National University of Mod-
ern Languages (NUML) 
today. The delegation met 
with NUML’s Rector, Ma-
jor General (Retd) Shahid 
Mehmood Kayani HI(M), 
in his office, where they dis-
cussed strategies to bridge 
the gap between academia 
and industry and equip stu-
dents with critical profes-
sional skills. Director Gen-
eral/Pro-Rector Resources 
NUML Brig Shahzad Munir 
was also present during the 
meeting. Rector NUML con-
gratulated Nasir Qureshi on 
his recent election as ICCI 
President and extended his 
best wishes for a successful 
tenure.  Emphasizing the 
importance of academia-in-
dustry collaboration, Rector 
NUML highlighted the role 
of educational institutions 
in driving industrial and 
economic growth through 
partnerships with local in-
dustries. “Strong linkages 
between universities and 
industry are essential for 

enhancing productivity, 
efficiency, and competitive-
ness. Universities can play a 
pivotal role in addressing in-
dustrial challenges and con-
tributing to the country’s 
economic development,” 
he underscored. In the 
meeting, Rector NUML Maj 
Gen (r) Shahid Mehmood 

Kayani underlined the need 
for greater coordination be-
tween researchers and the 
local industry, encouraging 
industry leaders to share 

their challenges so that 
academia could offer prac-
tical solutions. He stressed 
that such collaboration 
would provide students with 
hands-on experience, there-
by enhancing their employ-
ability and contributing to 
national development. Pres-
ident ICCI assured of their 

full support in building a 
strong and sustainable 
academia-industry part-
nership. They expressed 
hope that this coopera-

tion would foster indus-
trial growth in the region 
and benefit both NUML 
students and local busi-
nesses. The collaboration 
between NUML and ICCI 
marks a significant step 
toward a mutually benefi-
cial relationship aimed at 
bridging the gap between 

academic research and 
industry needs, ultimate-
ly contributing to the 
broader socio-economic 
landscape of Pakistan.
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ISLAMABAD: “The China 
International Import Expo 
(CIIE) is not just an exhi-
bition; it’s a declaration of 
China’s unwavering commit-
ment to further opening up 
its economy,” said Shehzad 
Ahmad Khan, Pakistani 
Consul General in Shang-
hai.  The 7th CIIE, being 
held in Shanghai from Nov 
5 to 10, attracts a diverse 
range of participants, un-
derscoring China’s policy of 
openness and inclusiveness, 
China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Tuesday. With 
152 countries, regions, and 
international organizations 
participating in both the 
national and corporate pa-
vilions, the overall exhibi-
tion area exceeds 420,000 
square meters.  This annual 
event sees a record number 
of participating companies 
this year, with 3,496 exhibi-

tors from 129 countries and 
regions, including 297 For-
tune Global 500 companies 
and industry leaders.  More 
than 400 representative new 
products, technologies and 
services will be showcased. 
“The growing number of par-
ticipating countries serves as 
a significant sign that China 
is committed to its open-
ing-up policy,” the consul 
general noted.  The array of 
forums and sideline events 
further underscores China’s 
message of openness and 
innovation, signaling a new 
paradigm for the world that 
emphasizes not only open-
ness but also inclusiveness,” 
he added. The 7th CIIE 
National Pavilion Zone has 
secured participation from 
77 countries and interna-
tional organizations, serving 
as a bridge for high-quality, 
distinctive products from 19 
least developed countries to 
access the Chinese market 
and connect with the global 

market.  “China’s emphasis 
on growing together is ev-
ident here,” remarked the 
consul general.  “There is a 
constant discourse on how 
China will facilitate the col-
lective development of other 
nations. This exhibition aims 
to generate opportunities for 
all,” he added.  
The exhibits at CIIE span 
high-end equipment, new 
materials, marine engineer-
ing equipment, biotechnol-
ogy, advanced agricultural 
technology and many other 
cutting-edge fields of science 
and technology.  The consul 
general highlighted that most 
of the sectors represented at 
CIIE are those where China 
and Pakistan seek to grow to-
gether.  In a joint statement, 
China welcomes Pakistani 
enterprises to expand bilat-
eral trade through platforms 
like CIIE and supports Pa-
kistan in expanding exports 
to China.This year, Pakistan 
has achieved its largest-ever 

participation in CIIE. “Our 
participation spans two dis-
tinct pavilions,” he elaborat-
ed.  “One is the national pa-
vilion, where we are focusing 
on building our country’s im-
age. The other is the corpo-
rate pavilion.”  The Pakistani 
delegation featured approxi-
mately 29 companies in the 
consumer hall, presenting 
a diverse range of products 
from carpets and handicrafts 
to onyx and wooden works.  
Furthermore, Pakistani ex-
hibitors were also present in 
the food hall and the surgical 
sector.  In total, the num-
ber of Pakistani exhibitors 
exceeded 50, including pri-
vate participants from Pa-
kistani businesses already 
registered in China.  For 
Pakistani participants, 
CIIE offers a unique plat-
form to connect with the 
rest of the world. “The 
reach our exhibitors will 
gain here is unmatched by 
any other expo.

CIIE showcases China’s 
commitment to further opening up

Briefs
SECP 

conducts 
start up 

summit 2024
ISLAMABAD: Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan (SECP) held a 
press briefing at its Head 
Office in Islamabad on the 
upcoming Pakistan Start-up 
Summit.  A press release 
issued here said the event, 
scheduled for November 
11 and 12 in Karachi, is a 
transformative platform for 
Pakistan’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.The technology 
has changed the way busi-
ness is done Innovative 
products, payment chan-
nels and modes of business 
have given birth FinTech, 
EdTech, HealthTech and 
InsureTech companies 
worldwide. In Pakistan 
technology-driven business-
es are on the rise, however, 
the room for growth and 
potential opportunities 
it provides are manifolds 
The summit is designed to 
foster an environment of in-
novation and collaboration, 
providing stakeholders with 
an opportunity to explore 
cutting-edge solutions, ex-
amine the latest regulatory 
developments, and address 
pressing challenges and 
opportunities across key 
sectors, including finance, 
technology, education, and 
logistics. With a strong fo-
cus on sustainable, inclu-
sive, and resilient business 
models, the summit will 
cover essential themes 
such as embedded finance, 
data protection, peer-to-
peer lending, and digital 
financing solutions, all tai-
lored to meet the unique 
needs of Pakistan’s dynam-
ic market landscape. “Paki-
stan’s start-up ecosystem 
has immense potential, and 
this summit is an essential 
step toward realizing that 
potential,” said the Chair-
man SECP.—APP

Pak  varsities’ 
pioneer in 
adopting 
HEC’s 

‘Maktab’ best 
tech solution

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
Universities are pioneer in 
adopting Higher Education 
Commission (HEC’s) ‘Mak-
tab’ technology to automate 
operations as per global 
best practices. According 
to the details from offi-
cial sources, HEC, via its 
Higher Education Develop-
ment Program - HEDP will 
bring Maktab, the world’s 
best technology solution, 
to Pakistani universities. 
By automating the entire 
student lifecycle, Maktab 
will not only reduce oper-
ational costs but also offer 
a state-of-the-art academic 
experience at significant-
ly subsidised rates, the 
sources added. Muham-
mad Nawaz Shareef Uni-
versity of Agriculture, 
Multan; AROR University, 
Sukkur; Pakistan Institute 
of Fashion and Design, 
Lahore; Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Women University, 
Peshawar; UET, Pesha-
war; and Sardar Bahadur 
Khan Women’s Universi-
ty, Quetta pioneered to 
digitise their operations 
from student admissions 
till graduation (ERP-SLC). 
The solution design sign-
ing event held last week 
demonstrates a commit-
ment to digitising univer-
sity operations tailored to 
specific needs.—APP

Pakistan’s 
exports to UK 
increase by 

8.39% 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
export of goods and servic-
es to the United Kingdom 
(UK) witnessed an increase 
of 8.39 percent during the 
first quarter of the current 
fiscal year (2024-25) as 
compared to the exports of 
the corresponding quarter 
of last year, State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) reported. 
The overall exports to the 
UK were recorded at US 
$562.749 million during 
July-September (2024-
25) against exports of US 
$519.142 million during 
July-September (2023-24), 
SBP data revealed. On a 
year-to-year basis, the ex-
ports to the UK also surged 
to $196.379 million in Sep-
tember 2024 against the 
export of $167.869 million 
in September 2023. Mean-
while, on a month-on-month 
basis, the exports to the 
UK witnessed an increase 
of 7.27 percent during Sep-
tember 2024 as compared 
to the exports of $183.066 
million in August 2024, the 
SBP data revealed. Overall 
Pakistan’s exports to oth-
er countries witnessed an 
increase of 7.82 percent in 
the first three months, from 
US $6.952 billion to US 
$7.495 billion, the SBP data 
revealed.

ANF arrests 
7 drug 
dealers 

RAWALPINDI :Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting 10 operations 
across the country managed 
to arrest 7 accused and re-
covered over 396 kg drugs 
worth over Rs 120 million, 
said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman. He informed 
that 460 grams ice was re-
covered from an accused 
arrested on M-1, Islamabad. 
5 kg hashish was recovered 
from a drug dealer netted 
in Tandojam, Hyderabad. 8 
kg hashish and 160 grams 
weed were recovered from 
two suspects nabbed near a 
university on Munir Ahmad 
Road, Quetta. 1.6 kg ice and 
400 intoxicated tablets were 
recovered from an accused 
held near another universi-
ty in Quetta. The arrested 
accused confessed to sell-
ing drugs to the students 
of educational institutions. 
He informed that in another 
operation, 280 kg hashish 
was recovered from a vehi-
cle intercepted near Indus 
Chowk, Karachi.—APP

Pakistan’s PV boom gains 
long-lasting momentum

Global and local analysts attribute Pakistan’s rapid shift toward solar energy to a consumer-driven 
 “solar boom”, citing rising electricity costs, falling technology prices and strong import trends 

 as the main reasons
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is undergoing a 
booming energy shift resulting in solar en-
ergy adoption among all orders of society. 
Pakistan imported around 15 GW (worth 
about USD 2.1 billion) of solar panels from 
China over the past fiscal year, newest in-
dustry research highlights.  Contributing 
to this transition is the increased electric-
ity tariffs- actuating high-energy-consum-
ing households and industries to switch 
to solar solutions-which is not only cheap 
but also efficient. In the past year this has 
resulted in a 10.4% drop in grid electricity 
demand, thus decentralized energy gen-
eration has become a must for this South 
Asian country long plagued by power short-
ages. Global and local analysts attribute Pa-
kistan’s rapid shift toward solar energy to a 
consumer-driven “solar boom”, citing rising 
electricity costs, falling technology prices 
and strong import trends as the main rea-
sons. Not long ago, global photovoltaic pro-
vider giant LONGi held a press conference 
in Karachi to launch its new product Hi-
MO X10, with a battery efficiency reached 

26.6%.  “Pakistan is ushering in a new en-
ergy transformation in full swing. In 2024, 
our shipments in Pakistan reached 3GW, 
and the total shipments since entering lo-
cal market have reached 7GW,” a person in 
charge of LONGi Pakistan pointed out. Pa-
kistan’s electricity prices were adjusted 14 
times between July 2023 and August 2024, 
causing local consumers to spend more 
than Rs 455 billion on electricity bills. In 
March 2024, the highest increase was Rs 
7.06 per unit.  According to Bloomberg, 
some Pakistanis’ electricity bills are even 
higher than their monthly house rent of 
USD 100-700. In contrast, installing solar 
PV can reduce the bill by at least 60% to 
70%. “In the next five years, K-Electricity 
plans to add about 1,200MW of renewable 
energy projects and gradually phase out 
expensive energy sources such as liquefied 
natural gas and fuel oil,” Shahab Qader 
Khan, Chief Strategy Officer of K-Electric-
ity, Karachi’s main power supply company, 
said in an interview. “If Pakistan continue 
to receive affordable Chinese solar sys-
tems, installed solar capacity is expected 
to grow from 1.41 gigawatts in 2024 to 9.53 
gigawatts by 2029, at a compound annual 

growth rate (CAGR) of 46.55%,” a WAPDA 
official noted. “Obviously, the current gen-
eral price of PV products may still be just at 
or just below the price range of local tradi-
tional energy, thus its attractiveness needs 
to be improved.  As our products continue 
to reduce costs and increase efficiency, 
their attractiveness in Pakistan, South 
Asia and even the world will further in-
crease,” Liu Yiyang, Deputy Secretary 
General of China Photovoltaic Industry 
Association (CPIA), told Gwadar Pro. 
“In addition to some Chinese companies 
starting to build large-scale centralized 
projects in Pakistan, more local people 
are also turning to household photovol-
taics due to rising electricity prices for 
traditional energy.  The combination of 
these two will further boost the vigorous 
development of local PV demand,” Liu 
added. “The global photovoltaic industry 
is developing in full swing. China-Paki-
stan cooperation in related industries 
can make due contributions to the global 
response to climate change,” Ali Majid, 
Pakistan General Manager of LONGi, em-
phasized,  “By providing high-quality so-
lar panels and promoting sustainable en-

ergy solutions, we are aiding the country 
in achieving its renewable energy goals.” 
A solar energy revolution is taking place 
across Pakistan. Since July, Sindh Prov-
ince has announced that it will promote 
200,000 PV home systems across the 
province, and plans to build several large-
scale photovoltaic projects, each with a 
capacity of 305 MW.   Balochistan’s PV 
conversion plan is proceeding in an or-
derly manner, which will help agricultural 
water wells switch from fossil fuel-driven 
to PV power generation, thereby re-
ducing fuel costs and improving energy 
efficiency.  Since August, Punjab Prov-
ince has also introduced a policy of free 
supply of PV modules. For citizens with 
electricity consumption of no more than 
200 units, the policy allows them to ob-
tain photovoltaic modules for free from 
August 14, while citizens with electrici-
ty consumption of more than 200 but no 
more than 500 units will have to pay 10% of 
the cost, and the remaining 90% of the cost 
will be borne by the government.  Under 
this policy, it is expected that the electric-
ity cost burden of low-income households 
will be reduced by about 40%.

Kashmiris to observe 
Jammu Martyrs’ Day 

ISLAMABAD: Kashmiris on both sides of 
the Line of Control and across the world 
will observe Jammu Martyrs’ Day, tomor-
row, to reiterate their resolve to carry on 
the martyrs’ mission until they achieve 
their inalienable right to self-determina-
tion. According to Kashmir Media Service, 
hundreds of thousands of Kashmiris were 
martyred by the forces of Dogra Mahara-
ja Hari Singh, the Indian Army, and Hindu 
fanatics in different parts of the Jammu re-
gion while migrating to Pakistan during the 
first week of November 1947. All arrange-
ments have been finalized to commemorate 
the historic day on both sides of the LoC 
and worldwide. In Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, anti-India demonstrations, seminars, 
and symposiums will be organized in towns 
across all districts and in various parts 
of Pakistan to pay homage to the Jammu 
martyrs. The day will begin with special 
prayers in mosques for the early liberation 
of Indian Illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir from Indian occupation and for 
the progress, prosperity, and stability of 

Pakistan and AJK.
Special prayer meetings will be held by var-
ious social, political, religious, and public 
representative organizations to honor the 
sacrifices of the Kashmiri martyrs. Quran 
Khawani will also be held at various loca-
tions under the auspices of these organi-
zations. Meanwhile, All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference leaders, including Ghulam 
Muhammad Khan Sopori, Zamrooda Ha-
bib, Syed Bashir Andrabi, Khawaja Firdous, 
Abdul Samad Inqilabi, Muhammad Yousuf 
Naqash, Fayaz Hussain Jafri, Syed Sibt 
Shabbir Qummi, Muhammad Haseeb Wani 
and Maulana Musaib Nadvi, have paid rich 
tribute to the Jammu martyrs.  They said 
that Kashmiris have been sacrificing for a 
noble cause for several decades, and the 
day is not far when they will achieve their 
cherished goal. They urged the interna-
tional community to pressure India to 
cease its brutalities in IIOJK and resolve 
the Kashmir dispute in accordance with 
Kashmiris’ aspirations and relevant UN 
resolutions.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Austria, Charge d Affaires of India, spouses of Malaysian and Indonesia envoys attending a diplomatic reception in 
Islamabad to bid farewell to the Nepalese ambassador Tapas Akhikari. —DNA

IMF may 
not like 

significant 
revenue 
shortfall

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Dr. Shahid 
Rasheed Butt, a prominent 
figure in the business world 
and a former President of the 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI), 
stated on Tuesday that the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) might not be pleased 
with a significant income 
shortfall of Rs 190 billion in 
a quarter. IMF is likely to dis-
approve of a major revenue 
gap, forcing Pakistan to apply 
new tax measures, he said.
He added that these steps 
will have a devastating ef-
fect on the economy, which 
is already struggling with 
inflation, rising oil and gas 
costs, and unprecedented 
tax measures. According to a 
statement that was released 
here today, Shahid Rasheed 
Butt stated that the current 
economic scenario calls for 
tax reduction rather than 
placing further burdens on 
the general public and en-
terprises. He said that tax 
targets that are based on the 
expectations and wants of 
the International Monetary 
Fund rather than the reali-
ties of the ground can never 
be successful. The business 
community leader observed 
that we should focus on in-
creasing the size of the econ-
omy instead of restricting it 
through stringent measures. 
If we don’t address this issue, 
the revenue deficit will per-
sist. According to Shahid 
Rasheed Butt, the existing 
tax rate, interest rates, 
and the prices of ener-
gy and gas have made it 
impossible for the mass-
es and businesses to 
survive. Therefore, we 
should target the sectors 
that are paying no or very 
little tax. He warned that 
Pakistan cannot afford 
to suspend the tranche, 
which will make it difficult 
to address IMF discontent.—
DNA

2 bike lifters arrested
RAWALPINDI: Police have arrested two bike lifters and street criminals and recovered five 
stolen motorcycles, Rs 39,000 cash and other items from their possession, said a Police 
spokesman. He informed that a team under the supervision of SHO, Taxila Police Station 
managed to net two bike lifters, Hamza and Numan and recovered five stolen motorcycles, 
cash Rs 39,000 and other items from their possession. A case has been registered against 
the accused while further investigation is underway.—APP
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Lebanese cities reduced 
to ashes as Qassem 

talks of ‘victory’

Erdogan ally floats 
Turkiye constitutional 

amendment
I N a speech that monotonously and mindlessly emphasized the 

word “victory,” new Hezbollah leader Naim Qassem declared 
last week: “As we won in July 2006, we will win today.” But 

Lebanon never won in 2006 and there is no victory to be obtained 
for the Lebanese people in 2024. Qassem was unable to cite a sin-
gle benefit that might accrue to Lebanon as a result of the current 
carnage. He boasted about the ability of the “resistance” to strike 
at an expanded range of Israeli cities, but for every building Hez-
bollah rockets hit, Israel destroys another dozen Lebanese villag-
es: about a quarter of those in the south have already been razed 
to the ground and the destruction is spreading northward. As in 
Gaza, civilians have been forced to move numerous times, with 
thousands of people displaced every day as Israel incessantly wid-
ens the number of communities subjected to relentless bombing. 
What victory awaits these poor families who have lost everything, 
including their children under the debris? Contrary to Qassem’s 
boast that Hezbollah would impose its own terms for peace, Israel 
has strengthened its demands: it insists that the smoking remains 
of the south remain under some kind of occupation, while Ameri-
can diplomats shuttle uselessly around the region. Who does Qas-
sem expect will rush in and bankroll the rebuilding of Lebanon? As 
winter brings colder, wetter weather, who will offer shelter, cloth-
ing and succor to the hundreds of thousands of forcibly displaced 
citizens, about a quarter of the population?  There was a time when 
many Lebanese would ridicule Hezbollah’s self-aggrandizing, bel-
licose rhetoric, but nobody was laughing when Qassem last week 
declared: “If the Israelis want to stop, it will be on our terms,” and 
Hezbollah “will come out of this even stronger.” Such nonsensical 
language left the Lebanese physically repulsed, after so much of 
the country had been left homeless and destitute. The soaring 
death toll and widening devastation are bad enough, but Israel 
and Hezbollah are also jointly working to erase Lebanon’s history 
and cultural heritage. Last week, parts of Baalbek city, the site 
of one of humankind’s oldest habitations, was reduced to rubble.

T HE main political ally of longstanding Turkish 
leader Tayyip Erdogan said on Tuesday said that 
a constitutional amendment should be consid-

ered to allow the president to run again in elections set 
for 2028. After his re-election last year, Erdogan is serving 
his last term as president unless parliament calls an early 
election, according to the constitution. He has ruled Turki-
ye for more than 21 years, first as prime minister and then 
as president. “Wouldn’t it be a natural and right choice to 
have our president elected once again if terror is eradicat-
ed, and if a heavy blow is dealt to inflation and Turkiye se-
cures political and economic stability,” said Devlet Bahceli, 
leader of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), which is 
allied with Erdogan’s ruling AK Party (AKP). A constitution-
al amendment to secure Erdogan’s ability to re-run in the 
presidential elections should be considered, he said in a par-
liamentary speech to MHP lawmakers. Bahceli, a staunch 
nationalist, rattled Turkish politics last month by suggest-
ing that the jailed leader of the outlawed Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK) could be allowed to speak in parliament 
if he announces an end to the group’s insurgency. Some 
analysts said the shock suggestion might be motivated by 
an AKP-MHP desire to win the support of the pro-Kurdish 
DEM Party, parliament’s third-biggest, for a constitutional 
change that could boost Erdogan’s prospects in 2028 elec-
tions. A constitutional change can be put to a referendum if 
360 lawmakers in the 600-seat parliament back it. An early 
election also needs the support of 360 MPs. AKP and its 
allies have 321 seats while DEM has 57. – (Contributed)
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EU’s Strategic Shift and Ukraine

A Legacy beyond tenure: The lasting 
impact of reputation and honor

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T HE European Union (EU) member 
states have agreed to allocate an addi-
tional €5 billion ($5.4 billion) to the Eu-

ropean Peace Facility (EPF) by the end of the 
year. This decision follows Brussels’ pledge of 
€6.1 billion since the beginning of 2022, high-
lighting the EU’s ongoing commitment to sup-
porting peace and stability within and beyond 
its borders. The EPF serves as a crucial tool 
in the EU’s foreign policy, aimed at providing 
financial assistance to partner countries, sup-
porting military and defense-related activities 
and addressing security challenges.
In 2023, the EPF’s momentum declined pri-
marily due to the preference of EU member 
states to support Ukraine bilaterally rather 
than through the collective framework of the 
EPF. This shift occurred against the backdrop 
of Russia’s ongoing war in Ukraine, where 
many EU nations felt compelled to provide 
direct military, in addition, humanitarian aid 
to Kyiv. Bilateral support was seen as more 
expedient in meeting Ukraine’s urgent needs, 
thereby reducing the emphasis on the EPF. 
While the mechanism was intended to stream-
line EU efforts, the bilateral approach led to 
a disjointed and fragmented response, high-
lighting the limitations of the current EPF 
framework. Another significant challenge 
arose when Hungary imposed a veto on EPF 
funding. The decision came after Ukraine clas-
sified one of Hungary’s banks as an “interna-
tional sponsor of war,” triggering a diplomatic 
dispute between Budapest and Kyiv. Although 
Hungary eventually rescinded the veto, the 
episode exposed the vulnerability of the EPF 
to political disruptions. It also illustrated how 
national interests could interfere with collective 
European actions, thereby questioning the ro-
bustness of the EPF as a reliable funding mech-
anism. These events, coupled with the vary-
ing levels of commitment among EU member 

states, underscored the need to reform the fa-
cility to better suit the geopolitical realities and 
demands, particularly in supporting Ukraine.
The challenges faced in 2023 have sparked re-
newed discussions about reforming the EPF 
to enhance its effectiveness, predictability and 
ability to respond swiftly to security needs. 
Key areas of reform include streamlining de-
cision-making processes, ensuring equitable 
burden-sharing among member states and 
making the facility more adaptable to specific 
regional requirements, particularly in conflict 
zones like Ukraine. Proponents of reform ar-
gue that by addressing these structural issues, 
the EPF can better serve as a cohesive frame-
work for collective European defense initia-
tives. The debate over reform has also gained 
traction due to the broader political landscape 
within the EU. With elections approaching, 
discussions on European defense and security 
have become increasingly prominent. Political 
leaders across the bloc are aware that issues 
surrounding defense funding and collective se-
curity arrangements will be central to electoral 
debates. For some member states, enhancing 
the EPF’s capabilities is seen as a step toward 
fostering greater European strategic autono-
my, reducing dependency on external actors 
like the United States and reinforcing the EU’s 
role as a global security actor.
The debate over the future of the EPF is not 
occurring in isolation; it is also being influ-
enced by developments across the Atlantic. 
The upcoming U.S. elections are a critical 
factor shaping the discourse on European de-
fense. Historically, the EU has relied heavily 
on the U.S. for security through NATO, but re-
cent geopolitical shifts have led to calls for Eu-
rope to assume a more independent defense 
posture. The uncertainty surrounding U.S. 
foreign policy post-elections, especially con-
cerning support for Ukraine, has intensified 

discussions within Europe about the need for 
stronger, self-sufficient security mechanisms. 
If there is a shift in U.S. policy towards a more 
isolationist stance, it could necessitate a more 
robust and independent European defense 
strategy, thereby underscoring the importance 
of reforming the EPF. Moreover, the geopolit-
ical environment, marked by increasing ten-
sions with Russia and the need to secure the 
EU’s eastern borders, has elevated the urgen-
cy of having a predictable and reliable funding 
mechanism like the EPF. Enhancing the EPF 
would not only allow for a more coordinated 
response to crises but would also send a mes-
sage of solidarity and commitment to member 
states and partners under threat. Despite the 
evident need for reform, political factors could 
delay or even derail the process. Differences 
in national priorities, economic constraints 
and divergent views on European strategic 
autonomy may hinder consensus. Countries 
such as Germany and France, which have been 
proponents of a stronger EU defense capa-
bility, may push for extensive reforms, while 
others may resist changes that could increase 
financial burdens or compromise national sov-
ereignty. Additionally, political leaders will 
have to navigate these discussions carefully, 
especially as defense and security funding be-
come critical issues in the upcoming electoral 
campaigns. Hungary’s actions in 2023 serve as 
a reminder of how individual member states 
can exercise veto power, thereby stalling col-
lective initiatives. To address this, there is a 
need for discussions on decision-making mech-
anisms within the EPF that could prevent sin-
gle states from obstructing vital security fund-
ing. A shift toward qualified majority voting for 
specific decisions could be one way to mitigate 
such risks, although this would require amend-
ments to existing agreements and might be 
a contentious issue among member states.

T HE tenure of a leader or an official is marked 
not only by the responsibilities they shoulder 
but also by the legacy they leave behind. Repu-

tation and the honors earned during these years hold 
an enduring value, often transcending the boundaries 
of time and geographical borders. In any field—be it 
politics, bureaucracy, academia, or business—individ-
uals who exhibit integrity, dedication, and remarkable 
achievements earn a place in history. Their contribu-
tions become points of reference, inspiring genera-
tions long after they have stepped down from their 
roles. This phenomenon is particularly evident in 
public service, where a leader’s vision and deci-
sions can influence the lives of millions, shaping 
the destiny of nations and communities.
Reputation, a fragile yet invaluable asset, is built 
over time and can be dismantled in a moment. It is 
the cumulative result of consistent actions, ethical 
conduct, and commitment to a cause. A person who 
diligently serves with sincerity and responsibility 
gains respect, not only from colleagues and peers but 
from society as a whole. This respect and admiration 
endure, becoming a form of unofficial honor. While 
many may view honors as medals, awards, or cere-
monial recognitions, the true honor often lies in how 
people remember a person’s contributions. These 
memories, passed down through narratives, shape 
an individual’s legacy, influencing perceptions and 
establishing benchmarks for future generations.
In countries like Pakistan, where political and bureau-
crat figures have played crucial roles in shaping the 
nation’s identity, the legacies of certain leaders remain 
vivid. Figures like Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah are celebrated for their foresight and unwavering 
commitment to Pakistan’s creation. His tenure as the 
leader of the freedom movement, his speeches, and his 
decisions have become iconic, remembered not just for 
what they achieved in the moment, but for the foun-

dation they laid for an independent, sovereign state. 
Similarly, figures in the bureaucracy Mr. Shahab ud 
Din, often revered as one of Pakistan’s most esteemed 
bureaucrats, stands out for his reputation and honor 
in the country’s civil service. His legacy is beautifully 
captured in his autobiographical work, Shahabnama, 
which offers readers a unique glimpse into both his 
personal life and professional experiences. 
Honors earned during a person’s tenure do not mere-
ly serve as personal achievements; they are symbols of 
collective pride. When a leader or official accomplishes 
something of great value, it becomes a shared honor for 
the entire community or nation they represent. Their 
achievements resonate with the values, strengths, and 
aspirations of the people, becoming a source of inspira-
tion. In the international arena, these honors contribute 
to a country’s image and credibility. Leaders who leave 
office with an untainted reputation add to their nation’s 
soft power, creating goodwill that benefits future gen-
erations. A country known for its dignified and accom-
plished leaders is more likely to be respected and trust-
ed on global platforms, and this trust can translate into 
diplomatic, economic, and social advantages.
However, the reputation and honors of a tenure must 
be nurtured through a constant commitment to ethi-
cal standards and principles. One mistake, if severe 
enough, can overshadow years of dedicated service, 
leading to a tarnished legacy. This is why public 
figures are often under intense scrutiny, with their 
actions and words dissected by the media and the 
public. In this age of digital information, where news 
spreads rapidly, maintaining a good reputation has 
become even more challenging. Yet, those who suc-
cessfully navigate these challenges, staying true to 
their principles and goals, emerge with a legacy that 
few can dispute. The memories of a reputable tenure 
can also serve as a form of guidance for those who 
follow. When a respected figure leaves office, their 

successors often look back at their accomplishments, 
failures, and decisions to draw lessons. These histori-
cal insights provide a blueprint for the future, offering 
examples of what can be achieved through determina-
tion and vision. For instance, young politicians may 
study the tenure of celebrated leaders to understand 
how they managed crises, made tough decisions, and 
maintained the trust of the people. Similarly, in the 
bureaucracy, officers may look to the examples set 
by renowned quality of administrator to guide their 
conduct and strategy. The continuity of these values 
ensures that the honorable legacy of a tenure is not 
only remembered but also emulated.
In essence, the reputation and honors earned during a 
tenure serve as a testament to an individual’s impact on 
their community or nation. They embody the ideals of 
responsibility, dedication, and integrity, qualities that are 
cherished and valued across cultures and generations. 
The memories of such tenures are often immortalized in 
the stories told, in the admiration expressed by others, 
and in the standards set for future leaders. People are 
drawn to these stories, not just because they celebrate 
an individual but because they reflect the human poten-
tial for greatness. For a leader or official, knowing that 
their actions will be remembered can serve as a pow-
erful motivator, encouraging them to pursue excellence 
with sincerity and accountability. Eventually, while posi-
tions of authority may be temporary, the influence of a 
commendable tenure is long-lasting. It reminds us of 
the importance of integrity and the impact one in-
dividual can have on society. In a world where trust 
in leadership is increasingly questioned, these en-
during reputations provide hope, offering proof that 
honorable service is not only possible but profound-
ly impactful. Thus, the honors and reputation earned 
during a tenure become more than memories; they 
become a part of the collective consciousness, shap-
ing the path forward for generations to come.

The challenges faced in 
2023 have sparked renewed 
discussions about reforming 

the EPF to enhance its 
effectiveness, predictability 

and ability to respond 
swiftly to security needs. 

Key areas of reform include 
streamlining decision-

making processes, ensuring 
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among member states 
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LAHORE: Mohammad 
Huraira has replaced 
Mohammad Haris as 
Pakistan Shaheens’ cap-
tain ahead of the team’s 
two four-day and three 
50-over matches against 
Sri Lanka ’A’, scheduled 
at the Rawalpindi Crick-
et Stadium from Novem-
ber 11 to 29. The shift 
in leadership came just 
days after the Haris-led 
Shaheens were knocked 
out of the ACC Men’s T20 
Emerging Teams Asia Cup 
2024 by Sri Lanka ‘A’ in 
the semi-finals. The Sha-
heens, who won the pre-
vious One-Day edition of 
the tournament in 2023 by 
defeating India ‘A’, had a 
lackluster campaign this 
year as they only managed 
to beat Oman and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE). 
The team suffered defeats 
at the hand of arch-rivals 
India ‘A’ in the campaign 
opener and Sri Lnka ‘A’ 

in the semi-final.
Shaheens’ newly-ap-
pointed captain Huraira 
has scored 3,310 runs 

in 40 first-class match-
es with eight centuries 
and 14 half-centuries. In 
25 List-A matches, the 
right-handed batter has 
accumulated 632 runs, 

striking a century and a 
half-century. The Men’s 
National Selection Com-
mittee has also named 

the two squads, which 
include Test fast bowlers 
Mohammad Wasim Jnr 
and Khurram Shahzad. 
The duo returned to com-
petitive cricket last week 

by featuring in the Quaid-
e-Azam Trophy after 
completing their rehabil-
itations at the National 
Cricket Academy. Hus-
sain Talat is the other in-
ternational player in the 
white-ball squad, whereas 
Muhammad Ghazi Ghori 
and Ahmed Safi Abdullah 
have earned their maiden 
Shaheens call-ups. In the 
white-ball squad, Abdul 
Samad, Haider Ali, Maaz 
Sadaqat, Mohammad 
Haris, Mohammad Im-
ran Jnr and Rohail Nazir 
have retained their plac-
es after participating in 
the ACC Men’s Emerg-
ing Teams Asia Cup last 
month, while Muhammad 
Imran, Sirajuddin and 
Ubaid Shah have broken 
into the Shaheens side 
for the first time. The 
red-ball squad will com-
mence training sessions 
from November 6, while 
Sri Lanka ‘A’ will arrive 
on November 8 and will 
start their preparations 
on the next day. White-

ball players will assemble 
in Islamabad on 22 No-
vember. Meanwhile, the 
PCB has also confirmed 
umpires and match offi-
cials for the series. Iqbal 
Sheikh and Bilal Khilji will 
lead the Playing Control 
Team (PCT) for the red 
and white-ball matches, 
respectively, while um-
piring responsibilities in 
the series will be shared 
between Asif Yaqoob, Im-
ran Jawed, Rashid Riaz 
and Zulfiqar Jan. Paki-
stan Shaheens squad 
Four-dayers: Moham-
mad Huraira (captain) 
(Sialkot), Abdul Faseeh 
(Rawalpindi), Ahmed Safi 
Abdullah (Faisalabad), 
Ali Zaryab (Lahore), 
Haider Ali (Rawalpindi), 
Hussain Talat (Lahore), 
Kashif Ali (Rawalpindi), 
Khurram Shahzad (Faisal-
abad), Muhammad Ghazi 
Ghori (Karachi), Moham-
mad Rameez Jnr (Lahore), 
Mohammad Wasim Jnr 
(FATA), Rohail Nazir (Is-
lamabad), Saad Khan (Hy-

derabad) and Sameen Gul 
(FATA) 50-over matches: 
Mohammad Huraira (cap-
tain) (Sialkot), Abdul 
Faseeh (Rawalpindi), Ab-
dul Samad (Faisalabad), 
Haider Ali (Rawalpindi), 
Hussain Talat (Lahore), 
Maaz Sadaqat (Peshawar), 
Mehran Mumtaz (Rawal-
pindi), Mohammad Haris 
(Peshawar), Mohammad 
Imran Jnr (Swat), Mu-
hammad Imran (Baha-
walpur), Mohammad 
Wasim Jnr (FATA), Ro-
hail Nazir (Islamabad), 
Sharoon Siraj (Multan), 
Sirajuddin (FATA) and 
Ubaid Shah (Lahore) 
Sri Lanka ‘A’ tour of Pa-
kistan itinerary 11-14 
Nov – 1st four-day. Asif 
Yaqoob and Zulfiqar Jan 
(on-field umpires), Im-
ran Jawed (third umpire), 
Iqbal Sheikh (match ref-
eree) 18-21 Nov – 2nd 
four-day. Rashid Riaz and 
Imran Jawed (on-field um-
pires), Zulfiqar Jan (third 
umpire), Iqbal Sheikh 
(match referee) 25 Nov. 

Haris removed from Pak Shaheens’ captaincy
Mohammad Wasim Jr was named in Pakistan Shaheens’ squad for Sri Lanka ‘A’ series
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Shah, Akhtar 
request CJP 
to fix pleas 

From Page 01
contending that the 26th 
Constitutional Amendment 
against basic human rights 
and repugnant to the princi-
ple of independence of judi-
ciary.  Moreover, the SCBA 
has sought the constitution 
of a full court bench for 
hearing the petitions chal-
lenging the amendment.

Legislation 
not carried 

out for...
From Page 01

Bill, 2024, and the Islam-
abad High Court (Amend-
ment) bill, 2024. “Extend-
ing the tenure to five years 
will not affect the institu-
tion’s merit-based system,” 
said Tarar, adding that the 
government also addressed 
the uncertainty regarding 
the appointment of the 
army chief. Law Minister 
Azam Nazeer Tarar, on 
Tuesday, tabled the six bills 
which also inlcude the one 
seeking an increase to the 
number of judges in the Su-
preme Court up to 34 in a 
bid to clear the backlog of 
cases. In addition to this, 
the minister presented a bill 
seeking to amend the SC 
(Practice and Procedure) 
Act 2023, aiming to include 
additions made in the 26th 
Constitutional Amendment, 
including the introduction 
of constitutional benches.

Trump, 
Kamala 

confident...
From Page 01

said at a news conference. 
“Thankfully these locations 
are now operational again 
and all polling sites are se-
cure with an active security 
presence,” Williams said. 
County officials will be seek-
ing a court order to keep the 
two locations – C.H. Gullatt 
Elementary and Etris Com-
munity Center – open slight-
ly later tonight, Williams 
said. The polling locations 
are in Union City, which is 
southwest of Atlanta. After 
Donald Trump became the 
first former US president 
to be convicted of felony 
crimes, many believed that 
he could not retain his vot-
ing rights because of Flori-
da’s stringent laws. He was 
convicted earlier this year of 
34 counts of falsifying busi-
ness records tied to hush 
money payments before the 
2016 election. However, the 
Republican candidate — who 
is scheduled to be sentenced 
on November 26 — will have 
no issue casting a ballot for 
himself today, CNN report-
ed. Under Florida law, if a 
voter is convicted in anoth-
er state, Florida will defer 
to that state’s laws for how 
a felon can regain voting 
rights. Actor Harrison Ford 
and NBA star Lebron James 
have also joined the list of 
celebrities endorsing Har-
ris, which includes actors 
Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, 
Jennifer Garner, and come-
dian Chris Rock. Superstar 
singers Beyonce and Taylor 
Swift have also come out in 
support of Harris. On Mon-
day podcaster Joe Rogan, 
who has a devoted following 
in the tens of millions of 
listeners and recently inter-
viewed Donald Trump for 
nearly three hours, said he 
was throwing his weight be-
hind the former president.

PTI’s 
ruckus, 

leads to...
From Page 01

say that although PTI was 
a big party, its candidate 
always bagged hardly 2500 
votes against me during the 
elections.  He returned to 
the House through securing 
over 90,000 votes.   

Rate 
reduction

a pleasing...
From Page 01

the businessmen to 
boost their morale. “We 
are taking measures bit 
by bit for relief of the 
common man to create 
jobs and run the econo-
my. This is a tough jour-
ney but only the nations 
which face the challeng-
es are destined to suc-
ceed,” he remarked.

Usama Mir inspires Sialkot 
to win in 2nd round

Usama Mir bagged five wickets on final day

Sports Desk 

MULTAN: Usama Mir gave a 
standout performance, claiming 
a five-wicket haul to lead Sialkot 
to a commanding 10-wicket victo-
ry against Quetta on the fourth 
and final day of the second round 
in Quaid-e-Azam Trophy match. 
Usama returned with figures of 
20.5-3-51-5 and received good 
support from Awais Ali (three for 
54) as Quetta were dismissed for 
212 in their second innings. Trail-
ing by 176 runs in first innings, 
Quetta had resumed on Monday 
morning at 108 for three. Sialkot 
raced to the 36-run target in 5.5 
overs without any loss. This was 
Sialkot’s second successive vic-
tory. Fast bowler Niaz Khan fol-
lowed up his six for 97 with four 
for 39 to hand Peshawar their first 
win in the Quaid-e-Azam Trophy 
with a thumping 181 runs victory 
over Bahawalpur in Abbottabad. 
Chasing 344 runs for victory and 
starting the day at seven for one, 
Bahawalpur were skittled out for 
162 with only Mohammad Ammar 
offering some resistance while 
scoring 51. Mohammad Amir 
Khan lent good support to Niaz 
when he bagged three wickets for 

45 runs for match figures of five 
wickets for 93 runs. At National 
Ground in Islamabad, Faisalabad, 
resuming the last day at 69 for 
two in pursuit of 419 runs target, 
were dismissed for 285 with Ab-
bottabad’s Israr Hussain causing 
maximum damage with figures 
of 28-3-69-6. Faisalabad’s second 
innings revolved around Muham-
mad Awais Zafar (61), Ali Shan 
(58 not out), Atiq-ur-Rehman (55) 
and Abdul Samad (53). This was 
Abbottabad’s first win and second 
successive loss for Faisalabad. 
Lahore Blues recorded their first 
win of the tournament when they 
overpowered Karachi Blues by 
four wickets in Lahore. Chasing 
206 for victory and starting the 
day at 42 for one, Lahore Blues 
achieved victory in just over 70 
overs for the loss of six wickets. 
No.3 batter Hammad Butt top-
scored with a 140-ball 78 that in-
cluded five fours and three sixes. 
Together with captain Imran Butt 
(39), he put on 82 runs for the 
third wicket. Scores in brief (day 4 
of 4):bbottabad beat Faisalabad by 
134 runs, National Ground, Islam-
abad, Pool A Abbottabad 405 all-
out, 100.2 overs (Khalid Usman 
139 not out, Ahmed Khan 65, Mo-
hammad Adil 62, Shujah Zaheer 

56, Yasir Shah 26; Mohammad 
Faizan 3-68, Khurram Shahzad 
3-98, Shehzad Gul 2-100) and 203-
8d, 49.2 overs (Khayam Khan 96, 

Afaq Ahmed 68, Ahmed Khan 21; 
Ahmed Safi Abdullah 3-52, She-
hzad Gul 3-58, Khurram Shahzad 
2-31) Faisalabad 189 all out, 59.3 

overs (Ahmed Safi Abdullah 43 
not out, Muhammad Awais Zafar 
33, Mohammad Saleem 28, Ali 
Shan 26; Mohammad Adil 5-58, 
Ahmed Khan 2-20) and 285 all-
out, 102 overs (Muhammad Awais 
Zafar 61, Ali Shan 58 not out, 
Atiq-ur-Rehman 55, Abdul Samad 
53; Israr Hussain 6-69)
Peshawar beat Bahawalpur by 
181 runs, Abbottabad Cricket 
Stadium, Abbottabad, Pool B 
Peshawar 301 all-out, 58.3 overs 
(Maaz Sadaqat 96, Waqar Ahmed 
63, Mohammad Haris 34; Meh-
ran Sanwal 4-106, Muhammad 
Imran 3-66, Ali Shabbir 2-48) and 
321 all-out, 75.4 overs (Iftikhar 
Ahmed 68, Maaz Sadaqat 65, 
Mehran Ibrahim 55, Nabi Gul 40, 
Mohammad Haris 32, Israrullah 
22, Sajid Khan 21; Mehran San-
wal 4-75, Gulfam Aziz 3-60, Ali 
Shabbir 3-91)  Bahawalpur 279 
all-out, 86.5 overs (Mohammad 
Faizan Zafar 83, Mohammad 
Ammar 44, Ali Hamza Wasim 
37, Ali Umar 35, Mohammad Im-
ran 30, Abid Ali 26; Niaz Khan 
6-97, Mohammad Amir Khan 
2-48, Moazzam Umar 2-57) and 
162 all-out, 64.5 overs (Moham-
mad Ammar 51, Ali Umar 29, Ali 
Hamza Wasim 27, Mohammad 
Sheharyar 21; Niaz Khan 4-39.

Outsider 
Knight’s 

Choice wins 
Melbourne 

Cup in 
thrilling 
finish

Melbourne: Rank 
outsider Knight’s 
Choice upset favourite 
Buckaroo on Tuesday 
to win the Aus$8 mil-
lion (US$5.25 million) 
Melbourne Cup, earn-
ing Irish jockey Robbie 
Dolan a debut victory 
in Australia’s “race that 
stops a nation”.
The five-year-old Aus-
tralian-bred gelding 
came home by a nose 
in a photo finish ahead 
of Japanese raider Warp 
Speed and Okita Soushi 
in the energy-sapping 
3,200-metre (two-mile) 
handicap at Flemington.
“Pinch me, I’m dream-
ing,” said Dolan, who 
was riding in the fa-
mous race for the first 
time. “It is incredible. I 
can’t believe it. I don’t 
even know what to say. 
“I didn’t know what to 
expect, but I feel like 
I’ve ridden it 10 times 
because I have ridden it 
in my head 100 times.
“I can’t put it into 
words. It is the big-
gest race in the world.” 
Buckaroo, priced as the 
$7.00 favourite, finished 
ninth while the fancied 
Vauban could only man-
age 11th on a warm 
and sunny day, with the 
track firm. A cultural 
institution in Australia, 
the Melbourne Cup has 
been run since 1861 and 
is considered so impor-
tant it is a public holi-
day in its host state of 
Victoria. Held in front of 
a bumper crowd, drink-
ing and socialising took 
priority over racing for 
many, with the sound 
of popping champagne 
corks accompanying the 
thundering of hooves. 
Breaking from barrier 
six, the John Symons 
and Sheila Laxon-trained 
Knight’s Choice, priced 
at $81.00, settled in the 
middle of the 23-strong 
pack behind early lead-
er Just Fine. With 
1,000m to go, Just Fine 
was still ahead but was 
slowly reeled in down 
the home straight with 
Knight’s Choice, Warp 
Speed and Okita Soushi 
all surging for the line. 
It was a second victory 
for Laxon, who became 
the first woman to train 
a Melbourne Cup winner 
in 2001 with Ethereal. 
She said Symons had al-
ways been confident de-
spite Knight’s Choice’s 
outsider status, and lav-
ished praise on Dolan.
“He did, he did,” she 
said. “We didn’t give 
him instructions, he 
knew what to do.
“I’m thrilled to win the 
Cup, and it is the peo-
ple’s Cup, and that’s 
what it is all about.” A 
record four women jock-
eys took part with Jamie 
Kah faring best, with her 
third on Okita Soushi. 
Michelle Payne is the 
only woman rider to win 
the Melbourne Cup af-
ter she steered Prince 
of Penzance to victory 
in 2015. There was one 
withdrawal by stewards 
before the race started 
with French import Ath-
abascan found to have 
an irregular heartbeat, 
reducing the field to 23. 
– Agencies
 

Asif moves 
in World 
Snooker 

C’ship semis
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
cueist Muhammad Asif 
has moved in the semifi-
nal of IBSF World Snook-
er Championship 2024, 
at Doha, Qatar. Accord-
ing to details, Asif will 
fave the winner of other 
quarterfinal between Chi-
na and Cyprus.
Earlier in the pre quar-
ters, Asif beat Ahmed 
Saif of Qatar by 4-3 
(112(53)-0, 100(69)-24, 
4-97(64), 44-77(77), 68-
22, 01-68, 54-0).
Meanwhile, Michel Geog-
riou of Cyprus outplayed 
Pakistan’s Asjad Iqbal 
by 4-2 (70-20, 71-0, 46-
76(52), 35-73, 89(73)-31, 
61(52)-19).
In the quarterfinals, Asif 
defeated Mohamed She-
hab of UAE by 4-1 (7-
111(100), 54-5, 109(109)-
0, 119(112)-1, 60-48). In 
the Maters World Cham-
pionship, Asif downed 
Afghanistan’s Ahmad Ra-
soli by 3-0 (67-46, 71-49, 
139(139)-0). – APP

Pakistan set to host 
England, New Zealand 

women’s teams
LAHORE: In a historic development for women’s cricket 
in the country, Pakistan is set to host the national teams 
of England, New Zealand, and Zimbabwe for the first time 
as International Cricket Council (ICC) announced Future 
Tours Programme for 2024-29. Zimbabwe will tour Pakistan 
in April/May 2026, while the black caps is scheduled to visit 
in April 2027. England will tour in October in the same year. 
With Zimbabwe making a debut in the event, the fourth edi-
tion of the ICC Women’s Championship, scheduled to take 
place between 2026-29, will feature 11 teams vying for direct 
entry into the ICC Women’s 50-over World Cup in 2029. In 
the championship, each side will compete against eight other 
teams, following the format of four home and four away se-
ries, similar to the current edition. Across 44 series, a total of 
132 ODIs will be played, with each series consisting of three 
matches. Bangladesh will be the fourth side to visit Pakistan 
due to their four scheduled assignments in October 2028. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan will travel to South Africa in February 
2026, and then play Sri Lanka in July the same year. Later 
in November 2026, Pakistan will visit the West Indies while 
their final away series in the ICC Women’s Championship 
2026-29 cycle will be in Ireland in June 2028.—APP

Pakistan’s T20I squad 
trains on marble surface

Nazir Siyal 

KARACHI: In a bid to emu-
late pacy and bouncy pitches 
in Australia, the Pakistan’s 
T20I squad carried out bat-
ting practice on marble sur-
face during their ongoing 
training camp here at Nation-
al Bank Stadium on Monday. 
To excel in tough conditions 
in Australia during the three-
match T20I series, sched-
uled to run from November 
14 to 18, two Pakistan play-
ers -- Omair Bin Yousuf and 
Usman Khan -- were seen un-
dergoing a batting drill which 
included pitching the ball on 
a marble surface.
 Reflecting on the unconven-
tional batting drill, wicket-

keeper batter Usman Khan 
shared that the idea came 
after watching the national 
team’s performance in the 
first ODI of the three-match 
series, underway until No-
vember 10. The right-hand-
ed batter further claimed 
that the method would help 
in adapting to the quick and 
bouncy nature of the pitches 
in Australia and mastering 
strokes like cut and pull. 
“After watching our perfor-
mance in the first ODI, we 
realized we needed to adapt 
to Australia’s high bounce,” 
he said. “Practicing on mar-
ble helps us become more 
proficient at fast pitches by 
improving our timing and 
mastering shots like the pull 
and cut.
The wicketkeeper batter 

acknowledged the challenge 
Australian conditions pos-
sess but expressed confi-
dence in the team’s prepa-
rations. “Early wickets are 
often a risk on both sides, 
so adapting quickly is vital,” 
said Usman. Usman further 
shared that he is open to 
bat at any position before 
sharing insights of his expe-
rience of playing under the 
captaincy of Mohammad 
Rizwan. “My objective is 
to contribute runs, wheth-
er I’m batting at number 
four or any other position,” 
said Usman. “Mohammad 
Rizwan maintains a strong 
synergy with all teammates, 
so playing with him in the 
Pakistan Super League for 
Multan Sultans has been 
invaluable,” he concluded.

Cavaliers beat 
Bucks to match 

franchise 
record

London: The Cleveland 
Cavaliers matched a fran-
chise record by winning 
their first eight games of 
the season as they edged 
a 116-114 victory against 
the Milwaukee Bucks. 
The Cavaliers matched a 
record set in 1976-77 with 
a win in which Darius Gar-
land scored a game-high 39 
points against a Bucks side 
without the injured Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. Garland 
sank a three-pointer with 
45 seconds left and then 
set up Jarrett Allen for a 
lay-up with 12.2 seconds re-
maining to secure the win. 
“It’s hard to get one [win] 
so eight is crazy,” Garland 
said.—Agencies 

Islamabad : Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq presented shield to DIG Operations Islamabad Police Syed Ali Raza at Parliament 
House. Deputy Speaker National Assembly Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah and other Members of Parliament are also present.



 Business / World Wednesday, November 06 , 2024
IslamabadPOST

President of CASS urged young Pakistanis to remain abreast of economic technologies and to make 
contributions to their advancement

DNA

ISLAMABAD: ‘We must develop 
definitive accounts of novel eco-
nomic technologies.’ This was the 
core message of a book launch for 
the edited volume titled ‘Decen-
tralized Autonomous Organiza-
tions: Innovation and Vulnerabil-
ity in the Digital Economy,’ held 
at the Centre for Aerospace & Se-
curity Studies (CASS), Islamabad.
Dr Usman W. Chohan, Advisor 
for Economic Affairs and National 
Development at CASS presented 
key findings of the co-edited vol-
ume and urged all stakeholders in 
Pakistani society to be aware of 
emerging economic technologies 
for Pakistan’s development.

Focused on the blockchain-based 
technology known as ‘Decen-
tralised Autonomous Organiza-
tions’ (DAOs), the edited volume 
brought together 11 renowned au-
thors from eight countries span-
ning seven academic disciplines, 
including economics, technology, 
mathematics, law, and sociology, 
among others. Dr Chohan’s pres-
entation covered the preparation, 
vision, and structure of the book, 
which aims to serve as a definitive 
account of DAO technologies from 
a multidisciplinary perspective. 
President of CASS, Islamabad, 
Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed (Retd) 
delivered concluding remarks 
and congratulated Dr Chohan on 
this eighth book in his six years 

at CASS and emphasised the 
role of innovation and technolo-
gy in economic development. He 
urged young Pakistanis to remain 
abreast of economic technologies 
and to make contributions to their 
advancement. Given the scope 
and detail covered in the collec-
tive research endeavor, he  laud-
ed the comprehensiveness of the 
book and expressed hope that the 
co-edited volume would serve as a 
valuable resource on DAOs inter-
nationally for many years to come.
 The launch was followed by inau-
guration of the ‘Dr Usman W Cho-
han Book Corner’ in the Centre’s 
library showcasing his books writ-
ten and edited over the past few 
years at CASS, Islamabad.

Need to develop definitive accounts 
of novel economic technologies

Briefs
Over 100 

patients to 
be evacuated 

from Gaza
 

GENEVA: More than 100 
patients including children 
suffering from trauma inju-
ries and chronic diseases 
will be evacuated from Gaza 
on Wednesday in a rare 
transfer out of the war-rav-
aged enclave, a World 
Health Organization official 
said.
“These are ad hoc meas-
ures. What we have request-
ed repeatedly is a sustained 
medevac (medical evac-
uation) outside of Gaza,” 
said Rik Peeperkorn, WHO 
representative for the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory, 
adding that 12,000 people 
were awaiting transfer.
The patients will travel in 
a large convoy on Wednes-
day via the Kerem Shalom 
crossing with Israel before 
flying to the United Arab 
Emirates, he added, and 
then a portion will travel to 
Romania.—APP

PSX witnesses 
bullish trend, 

gains 366 
points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) witnessed 
bullish trend on Tuesday, 
gaining 366.32 points, a 
positive change of 0.40 per-
cent, closing at 92,304.32 
points as compared to 
91,938.01 points on the 
last trading day.  A total of 
752,664,527 shares were 
traded during the day as 
compared to 589,546,678 
shares the previous trading 
day, whereas the price of 
shares stood at Rs 32.827 
billion against Rs.29.959 
billion on the last trading 
day.  As many as 452 com-
panies transacted their 
shares in the stock market, 
223 of them recorded gains 
and 169 sustained losses, 
whereas the share price 
of 60 companies remained 
unchanged. The three 
top trading companies 
were Power Cement with 
66,262,505 shares at Rs 
7.79 per share, Sui South 
Gas with 51,962,511 shares 
at Rs 16.68 per share 
and Fauji Foods Limited 
with 32,398,093 shares at 
Rs.10.57 per share. —APP 
 

Rupee sheds 
05 paisa 

against dollar
 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
rupee on Tuesday depreci-
ated by 05 paisa against the 
US dollar in the interbank 
trading and closed at Rs 
277.83 against the previous 
day’s closing of Rs 277.78. 
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the dollar 
in the open market stood 
at Rs 277.35 and Rs 278.90 
respectively. The price of 
Euro decreased by 11 pai-
sa to close at Rs 302.52 
against the last day’s clos-
ing of Rs 302.63, according 
to the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP). The Japanese 
yen remained unchanged 
and closed at Rs1.82, 
whereas an increase of 20 
paisa was witnessed in the 
exchange rate of the Brit-
ish Pound, which traded at 
Rs360.50 as compared to 
the last day’s closing of Rs 
360.30. The exchange rate 
of the Emirates Dirham in-
creased by 02 paisa to close 
at Rs 75.64 and the Saudi 
Riyal remained stagnant 
and closed at 73.96.—APP

Gold prices 
decrease by 
Rs 500 per 

tola
 

ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
decreased by Rs.500 and 
was sold at Rs.283,200 
on Tuesday compared 
to its sale at Rs.283,700 
on last trading day. The 
price of 10 grams of 24 
karat gold also decreased 
by Rs.429 to Rs.242,798 
from Rs. 243,227 where-
as the price of 10 gram 
22 karat gold went down 
to Rs. 222,565 from Rs. 
222,958, the All Sindh 
Sarafa Jewellers Asso-
ciation reported. The 
price of per tola and ten 
gram silver remained 
unchanged at Rs. 3,430 
and Rs. 2,940.67, respec-
tively. The price of gold 
in the international mar-
ket decreased by $5 to 
$2,736, the Association 
reported.—APP

Explosion 
at Turkish 

oil refinery 
injures 12

 

ANKARA: An explosion at an 
oil refinery in northwestern 
Turkiye on Tuesday left at 
least 12 employees slightly 
injured, the company said. A 
fire at the facility was quickly 
brought under control.
The Turkish Petroleum Re-
fineries company, TUPRAS, 
said a fire broke out at its 
facilities in Izmit, in Kocaeli 
province, during mainte-
nance work on a compressor. 
The company’s emergency 
teams responded immediate-
ly to the incident, it said in a 
statement.
The 12 employees sustained 
slight injuries and were tak-
en to a hospital for examina-
tions, the company said. The 
company said the unit where 
the incident occurred “was 
deactivated in a controlled 
manner” and that other 
operations at the refinery 
were “continuing as normal.” 
Earlier, Tahir Buyukakin, 
the mayor for Kocaeli told 
private NTV television that 
the blast occurred during 
a drill. The fire was quickly 
brought under control by the 
company’s own crews and no 
request for help was made, 
he said. Video footage from 
the site showed smoke rising 
from the refinery, which is 
one of Turkiye’s largest. Iz-
mit is about 100 kilometers 
(62 miles) east of Istanbul. 
The Borsa Istanbul stock 
exchange temporarily halted 
trading of TUPRAS shares, 
until the company provides 
a detailed explanation of the 
incident.—APP

Israeli strikes 
hit south 
of Beirut, 
Lebanon’s 

Bekaa region
 
BEIRUT: At least one Israe-
li airstrike hit an apartment 
building in a beach town 
south of Beirut on Tuesday, 
Lebanese state media said, 
as other deadly strikes hit 
scattered locations across 
the country and armed group 
Hezbollah launched rockets 
into Israel.
The attack on the beach 
town of Jiyyeh left a massive 
smoke column billowing out 
of an apartment building. It 
was not immediately clear if 
the strike was an assassina-
tion attempt, and no evacu-
ation warning was given be-
fore it was carried out.
The Israeli military and Iran-
backed Hezbollah have been 
exchanging fire for over a 
year in parallel with the Gaza 
war, but hostilities have esca-
lated over the last six weeks. 
More than 3,000 people 
have been killed in Lebanon, 
most of them since late Sep-
tember, according to health 
authorities. Israeli strikes on 
Tuesday also killed five peo-
ple near the city of Baalbek 
in the Bekaa Valley, including 
two killed in a strike on a car, 
according to Lebanon’s health 
ministry. Lebanon’s state 
news agency said on Tuesday 
that it estimated Israeli air 
strikes and widespread deto-
nation of homes had destroyed 
more than 40,000 housing 
units in the country’s border 
region.—APP

Migrant 
arrivals rising 
in south-east 

islands 

ATHENS: Some islands in 
the southeast of the Aege-
an sea, including Rhodes, 
are seeing an increase in 
migrants arriving by boat 
from Turkiye, Greek migra-
tion and asylum minister 
Nikos Panagiotopoulos said 
Tuesday. “The southeast of 
the Aegean and the island 
of Rhodes are experiencing 
migratory pressure right 
now,” he said on public 
television station ERT, 
though he said the in-
crease does not appear to 
be linked to rising tensions 
in the Middle East. At the 
end of October, several 
hundred migrants set up 
tents and cardboard hous-
es outside the local gov-
ernment offices of the city 
of Rhodes, sparking anger 
among residents and local 
authorities. According 
to local media Rodiaki, 
more than 700 migrants 
arrived during the last 
week of October. Rhodes 
mayor Alexandros Koliad-
is told Rodiaki that the is-
land lacks the personnel, 
police officers and coast 
guard needed to register 
the arrivals before trans-
ferring them to camps 
on the mainland or in 
other islands. Previously, 
Aegean islands further 
north such as Lesbos and 
Samos had received the 
brunt of migrants crossing 
from Turkish shores.—APP

Delhi wants artificial rain 
to tackle air pollution

Rising air pollution can cut the life expectancy of each person in South Asia by more than five years, 
the University of Chicago’s Energy Policy Institute (EPIC) said in its Air Quality Life Index last year

DELHI: India’s capital territory of 
Delhi is keen to use artificial rain 
to fight air pollution this year, its 
Environment Minister Gopal Rai 
said on Tuesday, as deteriorating 
air quality in the region led to an 
increase in respiratory illnesses. 
Large swathes of north India bat-
tle pollution each winter as cold 
air traps dust, vehicle emissions 
and smoke from farm fires in the 
breadbasket states of Punjab and 
Haryana, shrouding the national 
capital and its suburbs in a toxic 
haze. Cloud-seeding — the meth-
od of triggering rain by seeding 

clouds with salts — was consid-
ered to curb pollution in 2023 
too but the plan did not materi-
alise due to unfavourable weath-
er conditions. “I appeal to the 
federal environment minister…
now in Delhi and north India, the 
pollution has reached the border 
of 400,” Rai told reporters, refer-
ring to the air quality index (AQI) 
score on Tuesday. “The next 10 
days are quite crucial…help us 
get permission for artificial rain, 
call a meeting,” he said. About a 
third of Delhi’s 39 monitoring sta-
tions showed a severe AQI score 

of more than 400 on Tuesday, a 
level which affects healthy peo-
ple but is more serious for those 
fighting disease. An air quality 
score of zero to 50 is considered 
good. Doctors at private hospitals 
in Delhi and its suburbs said they 
had seen a spike in patients with 
respiratory illnesses since Diwali, 
the Hindu festival of lights cele-
brated last week, when revellers 
violated a ban on firecrackers. 
“We are seeing more patients due 
to pollution related flare up of 
asthma, chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, and bronchitis. 

There is an approximately 20 per 
cent-30pc increase in patients,” 
said Prashant Saxena, senior di-
rector for pulmonology at Fortis 
Hospital. At C K Birla Hospital 
in industrial hub Gurugram, 
doctors are seeing more than 
50 patients with pulmonary 
complaints every day, some 
of whom also need hospitali-
sation, said Kuldeep Kumar, 
head of critical care and pul-
monology. Rising air pollution 
can cut the life expectancy of 
each person in South Asia by 
more than five years, the Uni-

versity of Chicago’s Energy 
Policy Institute (EPIC) said in 
its Air Quality Life Index last 
year. Swiss group IQAir rated 
Delhi the world’s second most 
polluted city on Tuesday, after 
Lahore in Pakistan, where au-
thorities also took emergency 
measures following Sunday’s 
unprecedented pollution levels.
The Punjab government has 
blamed deteriorating air quality 
on pollution wafting in from In-
dia, an issue it has vowed to take 
up with its neighbour through 
the foreign ministry.—DNA
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Thousands protest alleged  
election fraud in Georgia

 

TBILISI: Several thousand Georgians protested in Tbilisi over alleged election rigging by the governing party and 
Russian interference in last month’s parliament election, which the opposition denounced as “stolen.” The pro-Western 
opposition has refused to recognize the ruling Georgian Dream party’s win in the October 26 election or to enter the 
newly elected parliament, which it calls “illegitimate.” The European Union and the United States blasted “irregulari-
ties” in the vote, while Georgian Dream’s opponents have accused it of putting the Caucasus country on a pro-Kremlin 
track. Protesters gathered outside Georgia’s parliament on Monday evening, blocking traffic on Tbilisi’s main road, after 
opposition groups called on supporters to take to the streets. “The Georgian people will never accept falsified election 
results, an invincible protest movement is rising up and it will sweep away the regime, which has stolen our votes,” 
the leader of the Akhali party, Nika Melia, told the crowd. He vowed daily protests, with the next rally set for Tuesday. 
Mamuka Khazaradze, leader of the Coalition for Change, said: “We demand a fresh vote, an international investigation 
into election falsification, and we will not surrender until our objectives are met.” President Salome Zurabishvili — who is 
at loggerheads with the governing party — also called the vote “illegitimate” and accused Russia of interference. Moscow 
has denied meddling. “We have no choice but to take to the streets every day to show our government and the world that 
Georgians will never put up with rigged elections,” one of the demonstrators, 25-year-old shop assistant Lidia Kirtadze, 
told media. Protesters have accused Georgian Dream of derailing the country’s goal of joining the European Union. “Russia 
and its stooges in our government want to steal not only the choice of the Georgian people but also our European future,” said 
Leo Grigalashvili, a 49-year-old winemaker. “We will never accept this.”  Ahead of the election, Brussels had warned it would 
determine Georgia’s chances of joining the bloc. “The situation following the elections remains concerning,” EU chief Ursula 
von der Leyen told Zurabishvili during a phone call on Monday. “If Georgia wants to keep a strategic orientation toward the 
EU, we need concrete actions from the leadership,” she said on X. On Monday, a court in Georgia’s southern town of Tetrit-
skaro ordered the annulment of election results from several precincts over violations of ballot secrecy. Georgian rights groups 
said the ruling sets an important judicial precedent as the same violation had been observed at around 70 percent of polling 
stations. A group of Georgia’s leading election monitors said earlier that they had uncovered evidence of a complex scheme of 
large-scale electoral fraud that swayed results in favor of Georgian Dream.= Prosecutors have opened an investigation into the 
alleged fraud. Monday’s protest came after tens of thousands gathered in a demonstration in the capital city last week. 
Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze has said the elections were “entirely fair.” But critics have blamed his increasingly 
conservative Georgian Dream for bringing Tbilisi back into Moscow’s orbit.—DNA

Iranian female 
student who 

stripped in public 
is  troubled

  
TEHRAN :A female student who stripped to her 
underwear at an Iranian university does not repre-
sent a security issue but is a “troubled individual” 
who is receiving treatment, a government spokes-
person said. The young woman undressed on Sat-
urday at the Islamic Azad University in Tehran, an 
act that was widely perceived on social media as 
a protest against Iran’s strict Islamic dress code. 
“Instead of viewing this issue under a security 
lens, we are rather looking at it with a social lens 
and seek to solve the problems of this student as 
a troubled individual,” government spokesperson 
Fatemeh Mohajerani said on Tuesday in the first 
official reaction to the event. She said that the 
young woman, named Ahoo Daryaei on social me-
dia, had been transferred from a police station to a 
treatment centre, but did not say what treatment she 
would receive. media could not identify the young 
woman independently. “It is yet too soon to speak 
of this student’s return to university. According to 
a video published by her husband, she needs treat-
ment and that needs to be completed before taking 
the next steps,” Mohajerani added on the govern-
ment’s website. The woman was detained by secu-
rity guards at the university. A university spokes-
person, Amir Mahjob, said on X on Saturday “At the 
police station, … it was found that she was under 
severe mental pressure and had a mental disorder.” 
Growing numbers of Iranian women have defied au-
thorities by discarding their veils after nationwide 
protests that followed the death in September 2022 
of a young Iranian Kurdish woman, Mahsa Amini. 
She died while in the custody of the morality police 
for allegedly violating hijab rules. Security forces 
violently put down the revolt. Amnesty Internation-
al said on X a young woman was “violently arrested 
on 2 Nov after she removed her clothes in protest 
against abusive enforcement of compulsory veiling 
by security officials at Tehran’s —DNA

Islamabad: The Ambassador of Republic of Turkiye, Mr. Irfan Neziroglu, called on the Acting President Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Over 1,800 Palestinians killed in 
Israel’s month-long attacks

UNITED NATIONS: Over 1,800 Palestinians have been killed since Israel launched its offensive in northern Gaza last month, 
according to media reports. In a statement released on Monday, Gaza’s media office said the number of the injured stands at 
around 4,000, while hundreds have gone missing., Since October 6, Israel has imposed a tightened siege northern Gaza, particu-
larly around the area of Jabalia. Israel prevented ambulances and humanitarian aid convoys from entering northern Gaza. It is 
using starvation as a method of warfare in the occupied Gaza Strip, the media office stated. Israel has prevented “3,800 aid trucks 
from going into northern Gaza.” The regime has “deliberately starved nearly 400,000 people there, including more than 100,000 
children,” the statement said. “It also destroyed dozens of displacement and shelter centers that house tens of thousands of displaced 
people who fled their homes in search of safety and security.” Gaza’s Government Media Office says more than 40 Palestinians have 
been killed in Israeli attacks on hundreds of residential buildings in the northern part of the coastal sliver.—APP
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ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb held a meeting with Ambas-
sador Munir Akram, Permanent Representative of Pakistan 
to the United Nations, who called on the Finance Minister at 
Finance Division today.  During the meeting, matters relat-
ed to follow-up and progress on meetings, consultations and 
discussions held between the Finance and Revenue Minister 
and stakeholders, including heads of leading financial institu-
tions, commercial and investment banks, bilateral partners, 
think tanks and government officials came under discussion.  
Ambassador Munir Akram highlighted Pakistan’s efforts for 
underscoring the need for climate justice, scaling up climate 

finance and trade reforms to supporting developing coun-
tries, early operationalization of the Loss & Damage Fund, 
implementation of the agreement to re-channel 50% of the 
2021 SDR (Special Drawing Rights) allocation to devel-
opment, and putting Secretary-General’s SDG (Sustain-
able Development Goals) Stimulus proposal into action 
through an inter-governmental process at the UN. 
Ambassador Munir Akram also dilated upon Pakistan’s ef-
forts for advocating a concrete time-bound roadmap for the 
fulfillment of the developed countries’ 0.7% of GNI ODA 
(Gross National Income, Official Development Assistance) 
commitment, establishment of a UN mechanism to facil-
itate public and private investment in sustainable infra-
structure in developing countries, and a fair and fast debt 
relief and restructuring for countries in debt distress.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Munir Akram, Permanent Representative of Pakistan  
to the United Nations, called on the Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue,  

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, at the Finance Division. – DNA

Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue meets Ambassador Munir 

Briefs
President 

hears reps 
against 

Ombudsmen 
orders

Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: Acting Pres-
ident of Pakistan, Syed 
Yousuf Raza Gilani, today, in 
Islamabad heard representa-
tions against the orders of 
Ombudsmen at the feder-
al level. Justice (R) Irfan 
Qadir, the nominee of the 
President of Pakistan to pro-
cess and decide these rep-
resentations, was also pres-
ent on the occasion. These 
representations included 
matters pertaining to Wafaqi 
Mohtasib, Federal Ombuds-
man for Protection Against 
harassment at Workplace 
(FOSPAH) and Federal In-
surance Ombudsman.
After the hearings, the Act-
ing President said  that in the 
last six months, the President 
of Pakistan through his nom-
inee has decided hundreds 
of cases, providing relief to 
the downtrodden, widows, 
persons with disabilities, in-
cluding persons belonging 
to minorities and backward 
areas against the maladmin-
istration of the executive. 
“Such prompt disposal of 
cases in recent times is un-
precedented”, he said. 
The Acting President stated 
that large scale relief was 
also provided to citizens and 
overseas Pakistanis in the 
taxation and banking sector. 
He remarked that the insti-
tution of Ombudsmen at 
the Federal level, inclusive 
of the Apex forum of the 
President’s nominee.

Norway 
speeds ahead 
of EU in race 

for fossil-
free roads

Oslo: On the quiet streets 
of an Oslo suburb, electric 
vehicles are parked in near-
ly every other driveway as 
Norway speeds towards 
its goal of becoming the 
first country free of fossil 
fuel-powered cars. Electric 
cars make up 43 percent 
of all cars in Baerum, with 
resident Baard Gundersen 
making the switch in 2016. 
Now on his second fully elec-
tric car, the CEO of a coffee 
company described his deci-
sion as a “no-brainer”. 
“It was much cheaper to 
buy a car like this than a 
traditional car, almost half 
price,” he said at the wheel 
of his BMW iX SUV. De-
spite being a major oil and 
gas producer, Norway has 
adopted the most ambi-
tious electric vehicle (EV) 
objective in the world: only 
zero-emission private new 
cars will be sold from next 
year. While not a Europe-
an Union member, Norway 
would beat the bloc’s dead-
line to phase out the sale of 
fossil fuel-burning cars by 
2035 by a decade.

Indonesian 
President 

Prabowo to 
visit China 

Beijing: Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto will 
visit China this week, Bei-
jing’s foreign ministry said 
Tuesday, on his first foreign 
tour as he seeks a more 
prominent position for Ja-
karta on the world stage.
The 73-year-old ex-general’s 
state visit will take place 
from Friday to Sunday, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chuny-
ing said in a statement.
Prabowo was sworn in on 
October 20, pledging to 
stick to Jakarta’s tradition-
ally non-aligned foreign poli-
cy while making the world’s 
fourth-most populous na-
tion more active abroad. 
Beijing and Jakarta are key 
economic allies, but the 
world’s largest archipela-
go nation is trying to stop 
foreign vessels from fish-
ing in its waters, saying it 
costs the economy billions 
of dollars annually.
Last month, Indonesia 
drove a Chinese coast 
guard ship from contested 
waters in the South China 
Sea three times. Chinese 
vessels have occasionally 
entered Indonesia-claimed 
areas of the North Natu-
na Sea at the southern 
edge of the South China 
Sea, drawing protests 
from Jakarta. – APP

AIIB to 
support Pak 
in meeting 

development 
goals

ISLAMABAD: Terming Paki-
stan as an important partner 
country, the Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank (AIIB) 
on Tuesday reiterated com-
mitment to supporting the 
country in meeting develop-
ment goals and overcoming 
climate-related challenges 
through policy and budget-
ary support. The reiteration 
was made by AIIB delegation 
led by its Vice President 
Client Region and Project 
Finance Global, Konstan-
tin Limitovskiy that called 
on finance minister here, 
according to press release 
issued by finance ministry.
During the meeting, the 
AIIB team briefed the 
Minister about the Bank’s 
portfolio investment in Pa-
kistan, including projects 
initiated in the hydro power 
generation, building road 
and transport sector, urban 
infrastructure development, 
building climate resilience 
and dealing with adverse 
impacts of pandemics, con-
flicts and climate-induced 
flood disasters.  The status 
of ongoing projects and 
the need for diverting the 
Bank’s financing from power 
generation to the transmis-
sion and distribution system 
in view of surplus capacity 
requiring evacuation were 
also discussed. – Agencies

Lahore 
suffocates in 
thick smog

DNA
LAHORE: Residents in La-
hore continued to struggle 
under “hazardous” air quali-
ty, with the city retaining its 
title as the most polluted in 
the world as its air quality 
index (AQI) reached 666 on 
Tuesday morning. 
According to IQAir, a Swiss 
air quality monitor, the level 
of deadly particulate matter 
(PM2.5) pollutants — the 
fine particulate matter in 
the air that causes the most 
damage to health — reached 
376 around 10am, which is 
75.2 times more than the 
level recommended by the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Meanwhile, the AQI, 
which measures a range of 
pollutants, spiked to a whop-
ping 666 early morning, as 
shown in the list of world’s 
most polluted cities. Lat-
er, the AQI dipped to 609 
before dropping further to 
601. However, these levels 
did not make much differ-
ence to the smog situation 
in Lahore as these levels are 
still considered hazardous.

Presentation on how Pak 
faring to global mega trends
The Ipsos Global Trends (IGT) 2024 survey themed “In search of a new consensus: 

from tension to intention”, analyzed societal trends and public opinion, drawing 
on insights from over 50,000 individuals across 50 countries including Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ipsos, a global leader in mar-
ket research, launched its flagship survey “Ip-
sos Global Trends” at the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industries (ICCI). The 
session featured key the values and beliefs of 
Pakistanis, comparing them to global trends 
and suggesting a roadmap for the future. 
based on 50,000 interviews across 50 coun-
tries representing 90% of global GDP and 
75% of the global population.

The event, attended by prominent busi-
ness leaders, policymakers, marketers, 
and academics, featured presentations by 
distinguished speakers. Mr. Zubair Ahmed 
Malik, former President of FPCCI and ICCI, 
opened the session, followed by Mr. Abdul 
Sattar Babar, CEO and MD of Ipsos in Pa-
kistan, who introduced the Global Trends 
study. Simon Atkinson, Global Chief Knowl-
edge Officer at Ipsos, then delved into the 
study’s findings, exploring the similarities, 
differences, and potential pathways forward.
During the session the study revealed dis-

tinct characteristics that set Pakistan apart: 
Pakistanis exhibit a unique blend of tradi-
tionalism (emphasis on family, religion), 
nostalgia (longing for the past), and sta-
tus-consciousness (valuing material goods, 
global brands, career success). They are 
technologically optimistic, anticipate long 
lifespans, and prioritize physical over men-
tal health. While concerned about discrim-
ination, they are generally more optimistic 
and happier than the global average. De-
spite these distinct traits, they share global 
concerns about wealth inequality, appre-

ciate quality customer experiences, value 
individual autonomy, and embrace a pres-
ent-focused mindset due to an uncertain 
future. A key takeaway is the need to lev-
erage technology, social media, youth, and 
women, build brand trust, and capitalize on 
the nation’s optimism to address societal 
divisions, economic disparities, and climate 
change. These surveys findings reveled dur-
ing the session offered invaluable insights, 
guiding policymakers, businesses, and 
educational institutions to drive positive 
change for Pakistan and future prospects.
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ISLAMABAD: Simon Atkinson, Ipsos Global Chief Knowledge Officer delivering a talk at the French residence. – DNA

Polio cripples another 
child in Pakistan, 

bringing tally to 46
Latest case reported in Balochistan's 

Qila Saifullah district

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The number of children affected by polio in 
Pakistan has risen to 46, with the latest case reported 
in Balochistan's Qila Saifullah district. Authorities con-
firmed that a months-old child had been diagnosed with 
the virus, marking the 23rd polio case in Balochistan 
this year. This is the second polio case reported from 
Qila Saifullah in 2024. Officials further report that en-
vironmental samples from 76 districts across the coun-
try have tested positive for the virus, underscoring 
its spread nationwide. Pakistan is one of the only two 
countries in the world, alongside Afghanistan, where 
polio remains endemic. Since its launch in 1994, the 
country's polio eradication programme has largely con-
tained the virus by holding frequent vaccination drives. 
The country was close to completely wiping out the 
disease until this year as only six cases had been re-
ported in 2023.  However, the experts point to misinfor-
mation about the polio vaccine as a significant obstacle 
to eradication efforts. The southwestern province has 
emerged as an area of intense polio transmission this 
year as 23 of the 41 cases in the country. Apart from 
Balochistan, Sindh has reported 12 cases, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa nine, while Punjab and Islamabad have re-
corded one case each. Polio is a highly infectious dis-
ease caused by a virus mainly affecting children under 
the age of five years, who are malnourished or have 
weak immunity because of being under-vaccinated or 
not vaccinated for polio and other childhood diseases. 

Police rearrest 
PTI's Azam Swati 

Taxila police arrest Swati as soon as he 
steps out of the jail premises in early hours

Mehtab Pirzada

RAWALPINDI: Police rearrested Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader Azam Swati on Tuesday from outside Attock 
jail soon after his being released. Taxila police arrested 
Swati as soon as he stepped out of the jail premises in 
early hours today. Sources said an anti-terrorism court 
had approved bail of the PTI leader a day ago in multi-
ple cases related to his party’s protest on October 4. PTI 
founder Imran Khan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur, Swati and others were booked 
on October 8 in different  cases including one linked 
to the death of an Islamabad policeman during the par-
ty's protest in the federal capital. The PTI leaders were 
charged under 12 sections including attempted murder, 
arson, attack on the state and violence against police 
personnel. Other party politicians nominated in the case 
include, Omar Ayub, Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif, PTI 
Islamabad President Aamir Mughal, Malik Hafeez Ur 
Rehman Tipu and 400 other unidentified individuals.

SBP chief underscores 
over Rs 1 trillion 

savings due to rate cut
Jameel Ahmad says country's 

foreign exchange reserves could 
reach $13 billion by June 2025

DNA
KARACHI: State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Jameel 
Ahmad has said that the reduction in the government's in-
terest expense leads to total savings of Rs1.3 trillion which 
amounts to around 1% of gross domestic product (GDP), 
The News reported on Tuesday. Speaking at an analyst 
briefing, the SBP governor noted that the government's 
total interest expense for the fiscal year 2025 is now es-
timated to be Rs8.5 trillion, compared with Rs9.8 trillion 
projected in the budget for the current fiscal year and that 
savings will aid in controlling the fiscal deficit for FY25. His 
remarks come after the central bank, on Monday, slashed 
the key policy rate by 250 basis points (bps) to 15%, at 
least 0.5% more than the market expectations, marking its 
fourth consecutive cut as inflation remains in single digits 
through October. Noting that the current monetary policy 
has sufficient flexibility to manage fluctuations of 10-15% 
in oil prices and other commodities, Ahmad said that the 
reduction in interest rates and the timely use of surplus 
funds for debt profiling is expected to significantly lower 
the government’s debt servicing costs in FY25. He further 
said that the Asian Development Bank (ADB) was likely to 
disburse around $500 million to Pakistan soon, which will 
increase the forex reserves to more than $11.5 billion. He 
also projected that the reserves could reach $13 billion by 
June 2025. Pakistan is expected to receive $500 million 
in loans from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in the 
coming weeks, which will help boost the country’s foreign 
exchange reserves, said the central bank’s governor.


