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Vows to make America strong

Trump says he
wants a world
free from wars

Indebted to the American people for landslide victory;
assures to shun differences and foster unity; Republicans
gain majority in Senate for first time in four years

News Desk / DNA

WASHINGTON: Republican former president Donald
Trump closed in on a new term in the White House early
Wednesday, needing just a handful of electoral votes to
defeat Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris.

US media have thus far projected that Trump has won
in more than half of the 50 US states, including three
key battlegrounds Georgia, North Carolina and Penn-
sylvania, two of which voted Democratic in the last
election.That gives him 277 electoral votes, Harris has
so far captured 226 electoral votes, including California
and New York - as well as the US capital Washington.

Briefs

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Gener-
al Syed Asim Munir,
NI(M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS), is current-
ly on an official visit to
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. During this visit,
the Chief of Army Staff
met Crown Prince and
Prime Minister His Royal
Highness Mohammed bin
Salman, who extended a
warm welcome to Gen-
eral Asim Munir upon
his arrival at the Royal
Palace. The two dignitar-
ies engaged in a compre-
hensive discussion on a
range of issues of mutual

interest, including region-
al peace, defence and se-
curity cooperation, and
strategies for enhancing
bilateral relations. COAS
expressed his gratitude
to His Royal Highness
for his steadfast support
for Pakistan and acknowl-
edged his significant role
in fostering peace and sta-
bility across the region.
COAS also separately met
with Prince Khalid Bin
Salman, Defence Minis-
ter of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Dignitaries vowed
to further strengthen co-
operation in the domain
of defence and security.
Meetings were also held
with H.E Engineer Talal
Abdullah Al-Otaibi, Assis-
tant Minister of Defence;
Air Chief Marshal Fayyadh
Bin Hamed Bin Rageeb’ Al
Ruwaili, Chief of General
Staff of Royal Saudi Armed
Forces and H.E Lieuten-
ant General Fahad bin
Saud Al-Johani, Chief of
Royal Saudi Land Forces.

-TRUMP (277) -

Kamala Harris
skips election
night speech

Democratic presidential candidate
to speak tomorrow election as
Republicans regain Senate control

Alabama (9)
Arkansas (6)
Florida (30)
Georgia (16)

Idaho (4)

Indiana (11)

Towa (6)

Kansas (6)
Kentucky (8)
Louisiana (8)
Mississippi (6)
Missouri (10)
Montana (4)
Nebraska (4 - split)
North Carolina (16)
North Dakota (3)
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WASHINGTON: Democratic presidential candidate
Kamala Harris’s campaign announced she would not
address supporters on election night, as US media
projections showed Donald Trump on the brink of
a second term. The Republican candidate made a
“victory” speech on Tuesday night, saying: “America
has given us an unprecedented mandate, we are go-
ing to heal our country.” However, the supporters of
Harris hoped for an 11th-hour turnabout as the US
VP said they still had votes to come. Economic Time
reported that Democratic campaign co-chair Cedric
Richmond informed a watch party at Howard Uni-
versity, stating: “You won’t hear from the vice pres-
ident tonight but you will hear from her tomorrow.”

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan greets Trump

Pakistan leaders
greet Donald Trump

PM Shahbaz wants to work closely with the US, “It is
hoped that this [Trump] team will foster better relations
between the people of Pakistan,” says PTI's Omar Ayub

DNA

ISLAMABAD: As Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump claimed “magnif-
icent victory” in speech addressing sup-
porters, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Wednesday congratulated him on his return
to the White House as the 47th president
of the United States defeating Vice-Presi-
dent Kamala Harris. In his congratulatory
message posted on X, formerly Twitter, the
premier mentioned Trump as president-elect
extending congratulations on his “historic
victory for a second term”. “I look forward
to working closely with the incoming Admin-
istration to further strengthen and broaden
the Pakistan-U.S. partnership @realDon-
aldTrump,” wrote PM Shehbaz in his post.
Pakistan congratulates Donald Trump for
assuming second term as US president PM
Shehbaz’s wish for Trump, who will return to
assume the president’s office in Washington
for the second time, came after his victory

Continued on Page 06

L.ondoners
left ‘anxious
and fearful’

Trump’s win shows need to build
world where “racism and hatred is
rejected”, says London Mayor

NEews DESK

LONDON: Donald Trump’s win shows
the need to build a world where “rac-
ism and hatred is rejected”, London
Mayor Sadiq Khan said. The mayor
and the US president-elect have had a
long-running feud dating back to before
Trump’s first term in the White House.
After Trump claimed victory over Ka-
mala Harris, Khan said he understands

Continued on Page 06

Expectations from Trump

For Pakistan, a second Trump administration presents both
opportunities and challenges. While Trump’s previous stance
on Pakistan showed ambivalence, there remains hope that he
might work toward a more constructive relationship this time

around. In the past, Trump’s administration held a hardline

position on Pakistan’s role in counterterrorism efforts, voicing
concerns about security and support for regional stability

Mvunammap MousiN IqBaL

AS the world watches
the return of Pres-
ident Donald Trump
to office, a range of ex-
pectations and cautious
optimism emerge on
the international stage,
especially from Pakistan
and its regional neighbors in the Middle
East. President Trump’s previous term
showcased a distinctive approach to for-
eign policy—one marked by unpredictable
decisions, a focus on “America First” poli-
cies, and a mixed legacy of both diplomatic
breakthroughs and heightened tensions. In
his new term, global actors anticipate that
Trump will navigate regional challenges
with renewed vigor, aiming to balance his
national priorities with pressing interna-
tional issues. Countries like Pakistan are

especially interested in how his leadership
might affect regional stability, security co-
operation, and economic ties.

For Pakistan, a second Trump admin-
istration presents both opportunities
and challenges. While Trump’s previous
stance on Pakistan showed ambivalence,
there remains hope that he might work
toward a more constructive relationship
this time around. In the past, Trump’s
administration held a hardline position
on Pakistan’s role in counterterrorism
efforts, voicing concerns about security
and support for regional stability. Howev-
er, there were also positive signals, such
as the 2020 United States-Taliban peace
deal, which Pakistan facilitated, leading
to the eventual U.S. withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. This role in fostering peace ef-
forts could serve as a basis for improved
diplomatic and security relations between

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Housing and Works Riaz Hussain Pirzada, Governor Sindh Kamran
Tesori, Prime Minister Adviser on Climate Change Romina Khurshid, Ambassador of Azerbaijan
\_ Khazar Farhadov and others cutting cake to celebrate the Victory Day of Azerbaijan. — DNA Y,

Pakistan,
Azerbaijan
pledge climate
resilience

Azerbaijan Victory
Day celebrated

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of Azerbaijan to Pakistan,
Khazar Farhadov called
on Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Climate
Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam at her office here on
Wednesday. The meeting
focused on preparations for
the upcoming COP29 sum-
mit and emphasized the
importance of collaborative
efforts for effective climate
action. During the meeting,
Alam outlined Pakistan’s
ongoing efforts in prepar-
ing for COP29, highlighting
the importance of building
international consensus
on key climate issues and
enhancing the country’s
climate action plans. She
stressed that Pakistan’s
participation in COP29
would be aimed at ensuring
its national interests are
represented and strength-
ening its position within the
global climate discourse.

“Pakistan’s preparations for
COP29 are part of a broad-
er strategy to engage with
international partners and
bolster its stance on vital
climate issues,” she said.
She emphasized that the
country is actively working
towards meeting its emis-
sion reduction targets as
part of its nationally deter-
mined contributions while
underscoring the need for
international support in
achieving sustainable de-
velopment goals related to
climate change. The Coor-
dinator to the prime min-
ister also highlighted the
critical role of developed
countries in fulfilling their
financial commitments to
assist developing nations
in their climate mitigation

Continued on Page 06

Solidarity with flood-hit people

PM 1naugurates
model village for
Ghizer people

The model village has been built over 110 kanal
of land. Every home in the village consists of
two bedrooms and is equipped with a water
supply, solar power, and road connectivity

Bureau REPORT

GHIZER: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday inaugurated a model village
to provide a housing facility to the people
of the Bubar Village of Gilgit’s Ghizer dis-
trict, who had lost their homes consequent
to the floods in 2022. The model village
has been built over 110 kanal of land.

Picture oN PaGge 02

Every home in the village consists of two
bedrooms and is equipped with a water
supply, solar power, and road connectivity.
The prime minister, who earlier distribut-
ed allotment certificates among a few of
the entitled people, asked the authorities
concerned to immediately build a school,

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan eyes ‘Single
B’ credit rating

“We’ll ensure that the benefit
of the declining inflation rate,”
says Aurangzeb

FaArsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Vowing to secure a ‘Sin-
gle B’ credit rating this fiscal year, Pa-
kistan’s Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb warned on Wednesday that
the country’s surging population was
a “time bomb” that had already deto-
nated, urging swift reforms to address
the economic strain. Speaking at the

Continued on Page 06

Punjab govt orders

schools'

closure

This law allows the government to “provide for the maintenance
and restoration of order in areas affected by certain calamities and
for the prevention and control of and relief against such calamities

ABID Raza

LAHORE: The Punjab government on
Wednesday ordered the closure of all ed-
ucational institutions from November 7 to
17 as the province grapples with deadly
smog and an alarming Air Quality Index
(AQI). On Thursday, the Punjab govern-
ment declared smog a calamity as the
provincial administration notified a host of
measures, such as vacations for disabled
children and a ban on all activities “causing

or leading to smog formation” to improve
the hazardous air quality across the prov-
ince, particularly in Lahore. A day earlier,
the provincial government imposed a green
lockdown in several areas of Lahore it con-
sidered “smog hotspots”, but enforcement
remained lax at best on the first day. The
Provincial Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA) has now declared smog a ca-
lamity under Section 3 of the Punjab Na-
tional Calamities (Prevention and Relief)

Continued on Page 06
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KP Governor,CM

discuss province’s
aw,order situation

Governor Faisal Karim Kundi assured that he would engage
with the federal government to resolve any issues related to the
provincial government, acting as the province’s representative

DNA

PESHAWAR:
Pakhtunkhwa,

Governor

the province.

Khyber
Faisal Karim Kun-
di, and Chief Minister Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur, held a meeting on
Wednesday at the Governor House
to discuss the province’s law and
order situation, as well as sever-
al other key issues and rights of
During the meeting,
both leaders agreed that ensuring
peace was crucial for the economic
development of the province They
expressed their commitment to
working together to address secu-
rity concerns and secure resourc-
es from the federal government to
maintain peace. The discussion also
touched on promoting tourism and
other matters of public interest in

the province.

Governor Faisal Ka-
rim Kundi assured that he would
engage with the federal government
to resolve any issues related to the
provincial government, acting as the
province’s representative.
Chief Minister Gandapur arrived at
the Governor House to attend the
oath-taking ceremony of a new pro-
vincial minister Syed Fakhar Jahan.
Governor Kundi warmly welcomed
the Chief Minister Gandapur. The
meeting was also attended by Ah-
mad Karim Kundi, the parliamentary
leader of the Pakistan Peoples Party
in the provincial assembly, and IG
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Akhtar Hayat
Khan Gandapur.
ernor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi has appointed Tariq
Mehmood as special assistant to
Chief Minister.A notification of KP

Earlier,

Meanwhile,Gov-

administration department issued
here on Wednesday said that in ex-
ercise of the powers conferred by
section 3(1) of the constitution the
governor has appointed Tariq Me-
hmood as special assistant to CM on
the advice of the latter.
Meanwhile,Governor
khtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi on
Wednesday strongly condemned the
killing of Chinese citizens in Karachi
and termed it a conspiracy against
the country. In a statement issued
here, he expressed concerns over
the attack and conveyed his sympa-
thies to the bereaved families. Kun-
di said that anti-state elements and
forces wanted to create unrest in the
country, adding that the government
of Pakistan and law enforcement
agencies would soon brought the
culprits to justice.

Khyber Pa-

Teachers’
protest
causes
schools’
closure in KP

PESHAWAR : The primary
schools in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa including in the
provincial metropolis, Pe-
shawar remained closed
for the second consecutive
day as teachers of these
schools went on a strike.
The education activities
at primary level remained
suspended as most of the
schools were locked and
students sent back to home.
In Peshawar, the teachers
were staging a sit-in protest
at Jinnah Park. President
All Primary Teachers Asso-
ciation (APTA), Aziz Ullah
Khan said their protest will
continue until a notification
regarding their upgradation
is issued. The APTA pro-
test has caused suspension
in educational activities in
over 25000 primary schools
across Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa.—APP

Gulf countries
eager to invest
in S Punjab’s
livestock

sector

MULTAN: Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) South
Punjab, Fuad Hashim Rab-
bani, announced that Gulf
countries were showing
strong interest in investing
in Pakistan’s livestock and
dairy farming sectors, rec-
ognizing the vast potential
of South Punjab. Speaking
during a visit by senior of-
ficers attending the 36th
course at the National
Institute of Management
(NIM), Islamabad, he stat-
ed that these investments
could significantly boost
the regional economy and
support food security ef-
forts. During the visit, ACS
Rabbani, accompanied by
Secretary Services Engi-
neer Amjad Shoaib Khan
Tareen and Director staff
member Shumaila Zubair,
highlighted agriculture and
livestock as the backbone
of South Punjab’s economy.
He shared that the South
Punjab  Secretariat was
integrating advanced tech-
nologies, including drones
and sensors, into the agri-
culture sector.—APP

Arora, Mengal reach
Nankana Sahib to
review security plan

LAHORE: Provincial Min-
ister for Minority Affairs,
Sardar Ramesh Singh Arora
and Punjab Home Secre-
tary Noor-Ul-Amin Mengal,
reached Nankana Sahib to
review security and logisti-
cal arrangements ahead of
the 555th birth anniversary
celebrations of Baba Guru
Nanak. They conducted
a detailed assessment of
arrangements at the Gurd-
wara Janam Asthan and
its surrounding areas. Ac-
cording to a spokesman of
the Punjab Home Depart-
ment, during their visit,
Sardar Ramesh Singh and
Secretary Home Punjab in-
spected the entry and exit
points of the city, as well
as key locations. They also
issued directives to ensure
smooth operations and safe-
ty for the Sikh pilgrims. At
the Deputy Commissioner
(DC) office’s control room,
DC Talseem Akhtar Rao

and DPO Nadeem Abbas
briefed the Minister and
Secretary on the security
and administrative plans
in place for the event. The
birth anniversary celebra-
tions will be held from No-
vember 13 to 16, 2024, in
Nankana Sahib, with over
60,000 Sikh pilgrims ex-
pected to attend the events,
as confirmed by the Provin-
cial Minister for Minority
Affairs. Sardar Ramesh Sin-
gh stated, “We have made
every effort to ensure that
the pilgrims will leave Nan-
kana Sahib chanting ‘Paki-
stan Zindabad’ as a sign of
their satisfaction with the
arrangements.” He also re-
vealed plans to implement
a comprehensive 20-year
master plan for Nankana
Sahib, aimed at enhancing
facilities for pilgrims visit-
ing from across the globe.
In addition to enhancing
security, the Secretary

Home Punjab Noor-Ul-Amin
Mengal directed that addi-
tional currency exchange
counters and PCO booths
be set up at Gurdwara Jan-
am Asthan to facilitate the
pilgrims. He also empha-
sized that the Food Author-
ity must ensure that the
quality of food and langar
(community meal) served
to the pilgrims meets high
standards. The pilgrims
visiting Nankana Sahib will
also travel to other key loca-
tions including Farooqabad,
Sheikhupura, Hassan Ab-
dal, Kartarpur, Aimanabad,
and Lahore. Key officials
such as Lahore Commis-
sioner Zaid Bin Magsood,
RPO Sheikhupura Athar
Ismail, DC Tasleem Akhtar,
DPO Syed Nadeem Abbas,
and representatives from
various security agencies
accompanied the Minister
and Secretary during the
inspection. —APP

CDA chief discusses
TIP issues with
FIA director

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital Development Authority (CDA) and Chief Commission-
er Islamabad, Muhammad Ali Randhawa, held a meeting with the FIA’s Director of the
Anti-Human Smuggling Wing, Saqib Sultan Mehmood to address the issues related to
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) while the officers from ICT departments also attended it.
The meeting focused on a way forward outlining critical targets and areas of concern
to combat trafficking in person within the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT). Dur-
ing the meeting, Chairman CDA and Chief Commissioner Islamabad, Muhammad Ali
Randhawa was briefed on the findings and recommendations of the recent Trafficking
in Persons (TIP) Report 2024 published by the U.S. Department of State. The FIA
Director of Anti-Human Smuggling Wing underscored the importance of proactive,
coordinated efforts at all levels to safeguard Pakistan’s standing on the international
front. He apprised that the immediate steps are required to avoid placement Pakistan
on the TIP Watch List. Chairman CDA and Chief Commissioner Islamabad, Muham-
mad Ali Randhawa reiterated to address all forms of trafficking in persons including
forced begging and bonded labor etc. He further directed the immediate convening of
the District Vigilance Committee for ICT in order to implement the recommendations
of TIP report. He further directed the relevant ICT departments to ensure that data
and related information on TIP cases such as those related to sexual exploitation,
forced and bonded labor, and forced begging etc are gathered and shared with Anti-Hu-
man Smuggling Wing of FIA. The meeting emphasized the importance of TIP-related
training and capacity building for the concerned departments and need for the aware-
ness campaigns and outreach to better inform the public and the measures to combat
it. It further highlighted that the collective efforts from all relevant stakeholders are
required to ensure that trafficking cases are fully investigated, prosecuted, and lead
to convictions. The data collection efforts must include detailed information on case
registrations, prosecutions, and convictions, as well as updates on victims’ referrals to
social services. This meeting ends with the resolve to combat TIP cases with prime
focus on prosecution, protection and prevention.—DNA

GILGIT: Governor Gilgit Baltistan Syed Mehdi Shah called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Re-
search and Planning
section of the Islam-
abad Wildlife Manage-

ment Board (IWMB) on
Wednesday conducted
an empowering training
session aimed at equip-
ping frontline rangers
with digital skills. This
initiative enables rangers
to report real-time field
observations directly to
the Conservation Man-
ager, a step designed to
streamline conservation
efforts in Margalla Hills
National Park (MHNP).
The training session in-
troduced the rangers to
digital tools that facili-
tate efficient reporting
on wildlife sightings,
habitat changes, and any
threats to biodiversity
within MHNP. With new
digital capabilities, the
rangers can now log and
share critical information
instantaneously, reduc-
ing response times and
enabling IWMB to act
swiftly on issues such
as poaching, forest fires,
and illegal encroach-
ments. “This training is
a game-changer for our
team. It empowers our
rangers to collect and
share data faster, ensur-
ing that we can respond
to issues as they arise,”
said IWMB spokesper-
son Umar Bilal.

Talking to media, he
said the rangers also
learned best practic-
es for utilizing these
tools while maintain-
ing the integrity and
confidentiality of their
observations. With this
advancement, Bilal said
the IWMB is setting a
new standard in Paki-
stan for environmental
conservation through
digital innovation. The
spokesperson stated
that enhanced data col-
lection will not only
improve management
of MHNP but also sup-
port IWMB’s broader
mission to protect Pa-
kistan’s rich biodiver-
sity. By empowering
rangers, he noted that
the IWMB is bridging
the gap between field
operations and conser-
vation planning, ulti-
mately contributing to
more effective and sus-
tainable management
of the Margalla Hills
National Park.

10th ILF celebrating decade of literary
excellence hy showcasing sustainability

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The 10th edi-
tion of the Islamabad Liter-
ature Festival (ILF), one of
Pakistan’s most anticipated
literary events, is set to
take place from 8th to 10th
November 2024 at Gand-
hara Citizen’s Club, Fatima
Jinnah (F-9) Park. Organ-
ized by Oxford University
Press (OUP) Pakistan in
collaboration with Getz
Pharma, this year’s ILF cel-
ebrates its decennial with
the theme, “Sustainability:
Words Change Mindsets.”

This annual festival of liter-
ature, arts, and intellectual
exchange promises a dy-
namic array of voices, ide-
as, and perspectives, creat-
ing an enriching experience
for literature enthusiasts,
writers, scholars, and the

general public. With 55 ses-
sions and 15 book launches,
ILF 2024 offers an exten-
sive lineup of discussions,
workshops, and cultural
activities.

Arshad Saeed Husain,
Managing Director of OUP
Pakistan, emphasized the
importance of sustainabil-
ity and the transformative
power of words. He high-
lighted the festival’s role
in inspiring change, chal-
lenging outdated perspec-
tives, and celebrating the
art of storytelling. “Liter-
ature has the unique pow-
er to shape perspectives,
inspire action, and drive
societal change. As we
celebrate the 10th edition
of the Islamabad Literature
Festival, we’re not only
looking back on a decade of
fostering dialogue but also
forward to a future where

words can lead us to a more
sustainable and inclusive
world. ILF serves as a vi-
tal platform for meaningful
conversations that chal-
lenge conventional think-
ing and ignite new ideas,
empowering individuals to
contribute towards a better
Pakistan.”

This year’s ILF will fea-
ture renowned authors,
poets, and intellectuals
from around the world,
who will engage in panel
discussions on literature,
history, current affairs,
and socio-political issues.
The inaugural keynote ad-
dress will be delivered by
H.E. Jane Marriott CMG
OBE, British High Com-
missioner to Pakistan,
alongside  distinguished
speakers Zehra Nigah (re-
nowned poet), Maleeha
Lodhi (former Pakistan

representative  to he
UN), Muhammad Aurang-
zeb, Federal Minister for
Finance & Revenue, Mo-
hyuddin Ahmad Wani, Spe-
cial Secretary of the Min-
istry of Federal Education
and Professional Training,
Rana Sikandar Hayat, Pro-
vincial Minister of School
Education for Punjab,
Iftikhar Arif, Urdu Poet,
Scholar and Littérateur,
and Najeeba Arif, Eminent
Scholar, Creative Writer,
Critic and Researcher.

With an impressive ros-
ter of national and inter-
national speakers, ILF’s
10th edition continues
its mission of fostering
cultural dialogue, liter-
ary discourse, and the
exchange of diverse per-
spectives. Notable partici-
pants include Hamid Mir,
Nasim Zehra, Faisal Bari,

Kishwar Naheed, Anwar
Masood, Alamgir Hashmi,
Baela Raza Jamil, Andrew
Coombe, Muneeza Sham-
sie, and many others.

The festival will also fea-
ture a book fair, offering a
diverse selection of books
from various genres, giving
attendees the chance to ex-
plore and purchase works
by their favourite authors.
Cultural performances,
including music, dance,
and other forms of artis-
tic expression, will show-
case Pakistan’s vibrant art
scene, allowing attendees
to experience the rich-
ness of Pakistani culture.
This year’s Islamabad
Literature Festival prom-
ises to be a landmark
event, celebrating a dec-
ade of promoting liter-
ature and intellectual
exchange in Pakistan.

Punjab CM introduces
reward package for

wheat farmers

While giving a briefing, the minister was told that
this year, the target of wheat cultivation in Lahore
division has been set at 133,000 acres and to
achieving it all resources and means are being used

LAHORE: Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sha-
rif has introduced a special
historic reward package for
the wheat farmers, under
which 1,000 tractors worth
billions of rupees would be
given for cultivating wheat
on 25 acres and more area
while on 12.5 to 25 acres
of wheat cultivation 1,000
laser land leveler would
be provided to farmers
through a transparent bal-
loting. Provincial Minister
for Agriculture and Live-
stock Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani shared this infor-
mation while presiding over
the wheat cultivation meet-
ing at the Commissioner’s
Office, Lahore. While giv-
ing a briefing, the minister
was told that this year, the
target of wheat cultivation
in Lahore division has been
set at 133,000 acres and to
achieving it all resources
and means are being used.
Facilitation is being provid-

ed to the farmers as per
wheat action plan. Special
teams are monitoring with
the support of district ad-
ministration for supply of
quality fertilizers, seeds
and pesticides in the mar-
ket. Mega farmer gathering
and exhibition plots are be-
ing prepared to guide the
farmers. Regular meetings
of divisional and district
committees are being held.
Apart from this, linkages
with Agriculture and Irriga-
tion Department have been
further improved to ensure
water supply for wheat
crop. An effective aware-
ness campaign through
print, electronic and social
media is also ongoing. The
provincial minister for Agri-
culture said that this year,
the target of wheat cultiva-
tion in Punjab province has
been set at 1lcrore and 65
acres, the achievement of
which is indispensable for
the country’s food securi-
ty. According to this, the

achievement of the target
of wheat cultivation in all
the districts of the province
will be ensured in any case.
In this regard, the young
agricultural graduates re-
cruited under the Chief
Minister Punjab Internship
Programme have also been
assigned special responsi-
bilities to guide the farm-
ers. This year, wheat will be
cultivated on government
owned/ leased lands. The
current government has is-
sued Chief Minister, Punjab
Kissan Card for small farm-
ers of wheat through which
they can get fertilisers,
seeds and pesticides from
registered dealers under
interest-free agricultural
loan scheme at fixed pric-
es. The minister while
giving instructions said
that the district adminis-
tration should submit an
early report regarding the
cultivation of wheat on the
government owned/ leased
lands.—APP

IT, data role vital for
sustainable uplift: Shaza

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for IT and Telecommu-
nication Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja on Wednesday said that
the Information Technology
and data are transformative
forces driving sustainable
development and socio-eco-
nomic growth. IT provides
accurate, realtime data on
water resources, climate pat-

terns and agricultural needs,
she said while addressing
Parliamentarian ~ Dialogue
Session on “Inclusive Policy
Reforms for Improved Wa-
ter and Food Security in a
Changing Climate”. She said
data empowers policymakers
to make informed decisions
that are responsive to re-
altime challenges. By lever-

aging IT, policymakers can
create data-driven, inclusive
policies that promote sus-
tainable water and food secu-
rity, she added. Shaza Fatima
said that water security and
its proper usage is being en-
sured through technology,
adding that technology is
also being used in agricul-
ture sector today.—APP
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peace and grant courage to the

family to bear the loss.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

NOVEMBER

Nov 01/Algeria
National Day

Nov 04/Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07/Russian Feder-
ation
Socialist Revolution

Nov 09/Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11/Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14/Jordan
Birthday of King
Hussein

Nov 15/Belgium
Kings Day

Nov 15/Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15/Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus
National Day

Nov 18/Oman
National Day

Nov 18/Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21/Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22/Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25/Suriname
National Day
Nov 28/Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28/Albania
Flags Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

L ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo...... .9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
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Hospitals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111

MH....coveviririreenene 561116

Cantt Hospital...9270907-11

DHQ....cccoveeverene 5556311-4

RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7

Holy Family......... 9290322-7

PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666
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Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6
RDA.....ooeeeeene 5555864
TMA.....ccoiveeneee. 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Ahsan assures fast-track
completion of IT Park

Ahsan Igbal emphasized the Prime Minister’s vision for the swift advancement of the project to
transform Islamabad into a regional hub for IT innovation

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal on Wednesday said
the government was deter-
mined to complete the estab-
lishment of Information Tech-
nology (IT) Park in the Federal
Capital on a fast-track basis.
He expressed this resolve
while chairing a progress-re-
view meeting of the project,
attended by Minister of State
for Information Minister Shaza
Fatima Khawaja, Ambassador
of Korea to Pakistan Park Ki-
jun besides senior officials
from the Ministries of Plan-
ning and IT, a news release
said. Ahsan Igbal emphasized
the Prime Minister’s vision for

the swift advancement of the
project to transform Islama-
bad into a regional hub for IT
innovation. He stressed the
importance of parallel develop-
ment strategies to ensure the
project’s accelerated progress,
setting the foundation for a
sustainable digital economy in
Pakistan. IT Park Islamabad is
being developed in Islamabad,
covering a substantial area of
66,893 square meters with two
basements, a ground floor, and
nine additional floors. It is
being financed through a part-
nership between the Econom-
ic Development Cooperation
Fund (EDCF) of the Korean
EXIM Bank and the Govern-
ment of Pakistan’s Public
Sector Development Program
(PSDP). The project, valued
at $88.384 million, includes

$76.310 million from the Kore-
an EXIM Bank as a loan, with
the remaining $12.476 million
funded through the PSDP.

This state-of-the-art facility
will support IT companies and

start-ups comprehensively,
driving innovation and ena-
bling Pakistan to compete in
the global IT sector. Key fea-
tures of the IT Park Islamabad
include: The Islamabad IT Park
would have 120 Office Spaces
for IT and IT-enabled ser-
vice companies an Incubation
Center with 15 offices dedi-
cated to supporting startups,
a Business Support Center
providing legal, marketing, and
financial services, Industry-Ac-
ademia Linkage Center fos-
tering collaboration between
academia and the IT industry
and Tier III Data Center with
uninterrupted power supply.
In addition, the IT Park would
also have R&D IT Labs, Audi-
torium, and Virtual Classrooms
supporting research and train-
ing. Ambassador Park Kijun re-

iterated Korea’s commitment
to collaborating closely with
Pakistan on this landmark pro-
ject. He noted Korea’s focus
on establishing partnerships
to support Pakistan’s IT sec-
tor and exploring avenues for
IT product exports. Planning
Minister Prof. Ahsan Igbal pro-
posed establishing Gandhara IT
University in Taxila in line with
the vision of promoting education
and innovation. As part of this
initiative, he said Pakistan was
prepared to offer free land for the
university’s campus, welcoming
one of Korea’s top universities to
establish a presence in Pakistan.
This endeavor seeks to revive the
ancient legacy of Gandhara and
transform Taxila into a modern
center of learning, marking a new
era for educational excellence
in the region.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem presenting a commemorative shield to the outgoing
Japanese Ambassador H.E Wada Mitsuhiro.

Rana hails

ECP sets Dec 31
deadline for asset
disclosure by
parliamentarians

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has set a deadline of December 31 for all members
of parliament and provincial assemblies to submit their state-
ments of assets and liabilities, including those of their spous-
es and dependents. The ECP requires all parliamentarians to
submit their yearly statements of assets and liabilities, including
similar details for their spouses and dependent children, as of
the preceding June 30 on Form B for the 20232024 financial
year - a mandatory requirement under Section 137 of the Elec-
tions Act, 2017. The Commission, on the first day of January
each year will publish names of members, who fail to submit the
requisite statement of assets and liabilities including assets and
liabilities within the specified period. The commission will on
January 16 by an order suspend the membership of a member
of an Assembly or Senate, who fails to submit the statement of
assets and liabilities by the fifteenth day of January and such
Member shall cease to function till he files the statement of
assets and liabilities. The ECP further said that any member
submitting fake statement of assets and liabilities under this
section in material particulars may, within 120 days from the
date submission of the statement, be proceeded against for
committing the offence of corrupt practice. The ECP said that
the prescribed form, along with instructions and guidelines
prepared in this regard, can be obtained free of cost from the
Election Commission of Pakistan Secretariat, Islamabad, offices
of provincial election commissioners in each province, Senate
Secretariat, National Assembly, and secretariats of provincial
assemblies. Form B can also be downloaded from the ECP’s
website www.ecp. —DNA

Nestle’s export
achievements

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer Hussain on Wednes-

day hailed Nestle Pakistan for its remarkable export achievements, terming the company’s

success as a testament to the resilience of the country’s private sector.Addressing an event

organized by the Nestle Pakistan, the minister said that Nestle has successfully increased

its exports to 26 countries, contributing significantly to Pakistan’s foreign reserve and

playing a key role in the government’s plan to revitalize the economy. “Nestle’s success
underscores the critical role that businesses play in driving a nation’s economic growth,”
the Minister said, encouraging the company to continue its commitment to quality and

excellence. He noted that Nestle’s iconic brands, such as Everyday, Vital, and Milkpack

Cream, have successfully reached local consumers. The Minister also highlighted Nestle

Pakistan’s achievement as one of the top packaged food exporters in the country, earning

valuable foreign exchange reserves. He emphasized the need to establish Pakistan as a

key export hub, citing Nestle’s success as a model for other businesses to follow. The
minister recalled approving Nestle Pakistan’s proposal for launching a small water
bottle during his tenure as Minister for Science and Technology. The initiative became
popular, and many companies followed suit. The Minister congratulated Nestle’s CEO
and team for their contributions to the national economy, expressing confidence that

the company will achieve its $100 million target by 2030.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the
National Assembly, Sardar
Ayaz Sadig, on Wednesday
paid homage to the martyrs
of Jammu, observing No-
vember 6, 1947, as a solemn
reminder of the “dark day” in
history. In his message, Ayaz
Sadiq commemorated the
sacrifice of over 200,000 un-
armed Kashmiris, who were
tragically killed by the forces
of Maharaja Hari Singh while
migrating to Pakistan. Kash-
miris on both sides of the Line
of Control and around the
world are observing Jammu
Martyrs’ Day today to reaffirm
their commitment to the mar-

Cellular subscribers
reaches 193m

ISLAMABAD :The number of cellular subscribers in
Pakistan reached 193 million, with a mobile teledensi-
ty of 79.40 percent, by the end of September 2024, ac-
cording to data from the Pakistan Telecommunication

Authority (PTA).

The data also revealed that mobile

broadband subscribers have grown to 139 million, achiev-
ing a mobile penetration rate of 56.96 percent.—APP
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ANF seizes
over 20 kg
drugs in three
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting three operations
recovered over 20 kg drugs
worth Rs 1.8 million and ar-
rested two accused, said an
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man here on Wednesday.
He informed that in an op-
eration, 1.2 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
arrested near a university
on Lalazar Road in Rawal-
pindi. The arrested accused
confessed to selling drugs
to the students of educa-
tional institutions. In an-
other operation, 11.155 kg
hashish was recovered from
Kohat and 7.200 kg hashish
and 1 kg ice were recovered
from the possession of an
accused rounded up near
East Bypass in Karachi.
Cases under the Anti-Nar-
cotics Act have been reg-
istered against the arrest-
ed accused and further
investigations are under
process.—APP

SUPARCO
commences
project to
strengthen air
quality

ISLAMABAD: In an effort
to strengthen air quality in-
itiatives, the national space
agency Space and Upper
Atmosphere Research Com-
mission (SUPARCO) has
commenced a project to
investigate sources of fine
particulate matter, a key
contributor to urban smog.
According to an official
source, SUPARCO will lev-
erage its satellite-based
monitoring and modeling
expertise, as well as its Air
Quality Monitoring Mobile
Lab equipped with air quali-
ty analyzers, for this project.
These air monitoring mobile
labs are stationed in Karachi,
Lahore and Gilgit, the offi-
cial said. About the scientif-
ic basis of smog, the official
informed that smog, a type
of ground-level air pollution,
forms when Nitrogen oxides
(NOx) and volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) react
with sunlight and Particulate
matter (PM2.5 and PM10)
from industrial, vehicular,
and agricultural sources ac-
cumulates. Temperature in-
versions trap pollutants near
the surface and worsen the
condition. About the health
and environmental impacts
of smog, the official conveyed
that smog exposure leads to
respiratory issues (asthma,
bronchitis), cardiovascular
diseases, cancer risk, crop
damage and reduced agri-

cultural productivity and
visibility =~ reduction and
aviation hazards.—APP
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This Invitation to Bids follows the Procurement Notice IESCO/PMU/Goods/PN No.09/2024-25 for the
following Procurement which will be circulated in National Newspapers.

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Tender

Aggregate

Amount

of Bid Financial

Resources

Average
Annual

Identification

Item Description Unit

aty Networth

Security

Turnoverin

tyrs’ mission for self-determi-
nation. He lauded the courage
of the martyrs in their strug-
gle for self-determination and
affirmed that their sacrifices
would not be in vain—APP

Rs.

in Million

gs. | MillionRs. | Rs.

PMU/Goods/
NCEB -202

132KV Bus Isolator with
SSS with allied accessories | Set | 15 30
& Termination Connectors

1.7 112 22

PMU/Goods/
NCB -203

132KV Line Isolator with
5SS with allied accessories | Set 7 14
& Termination Connectors

1 53 10

Trout winter recipe
for food lovers

ISLAMABAD: Renowned
for its historical signifi-
cance and unparalleled
hospitality, Peshawar is
also a culinary hotspot that
attracts foreign and domes-
tic tourists alike with its
diverse and delicious food
offerings especially dur-
ing winter. As winter sets
in, the city’s gastronomic
scene shifts into over
drive, with the cold season
bringing with it an array of
sought-after varities of food
specialties—none more so
than the delectable trout
fish. A prized winter deli-
cacy, trout fish has found
its place in the hearts of
food lovers in KP especial-
ly Swat, Makakand, Haz-
ara and Peshawar as these
cities grow increasingly
known for popular dishes
like the iconic Chappli Ka-
bab, Sri Paye, Rice-Polao,
Beef Nehari and BBQs.
However, it is the trout, of-
ten brought from the cool
waters of Malakand and
Hazara divisions, that truly

shines during winter in Pe-
shawar.

As the chill in the air height-
ens, locals and visitors alike
find themselves drawn to
the famed Qissa Khawani
and Namak Mandi bazaars
at Peshawar. The unmistak-
able scent of sizzling Chap-
pli Kabab and deep-ried
fish wafts through these
bustling streets, attracting
visitors in droves. “As spe-
cial winter offer, we have re-
ceived sufficient trout stock
from Swat and Mansehra
districts keeping in view
Peshawarties’ pressing de-
mands,” said Barakat Shah,
the owner of a famous fish
outlet at Qissa Khwani ba-
zaar while talking to APP.
He said, “The recipe of
trout fish is very simple
and cost as well as time-ef-
ficient. We prepare trout
in oil after its proper water
wash and cutting. Later,
varieties of spicy sauces,
pomegranate seed pow-
der, salt and other species
ingredients are properly

mixed. Before making it fry
on medium flame, the fish
is properly marinated for
about two hours to ensure
that all sauces are intact
and color is unchanged and
later served to customers
with chips, sauces (Chit-
nis), salad and naans.” Bar-
kat, who remained associ-
ated with the fish business
for 20 years said that most
people wanted deep-fried
fish, some liked ‘tawa mac-
chi’ and wanted grilled and
baked trout fish for eating at
shops as well as taking the
parcel for their loved ones.
Vendors, with their exper-
tise, also prepare trout in
a variety of ways—grilled,
fried, or simmered in rich,
aromatic spices, making it
an irresistible feast. Nota-
bly, the fish markets around
Ghanta Ghar, Peshawar’s
central fish trading hub,
play a pivotal role in supply-
ing this winter delicacy.

Here, both the rainbow
and brown trout varieties
are sought after, with fish-

mongers and restaurateurs
offering an expansive se-
lection that includes the
rare Mushka, Raho, Simon,
Pomfret, Mahsher, and
even brown trout. “Trout is
my favorite seafood as its
meat is full of proteins and
vitamins besides easily di-
gestible,” said Fayaz Khan,
a retired teacher while talk-
ing to APP. He said, “Nor-
mally on every weekend,
I visit Peshawar to enjoy
trout fish with my family.
But today, I rushed to the
famous Qissa Khwani to
enjoy my favorite food to
beat the severe cold that
gripped Peshawar Valley
for the last few days.”
“When I was young, I fre-
quently visited Swat with
my father to enjoy the
freshwater brown trout
due to its aromatic taste
and spiciness amid snow-
fall. This year, I did not go
to Swat due to availability
of the grilled and baked
brown trout fish at Pesha-
war,” he added.—APP
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|IESCO Project Management Unit (PMU) has reserved the funds for the procurement planned during
financial year 2024-25. It is intended that part of the proceeds of the funds will be used to cover eligible

payment under the contracts for the above procurements.

The undersigned now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for supply of above material.

Qualification & Experience

Bidder/JV must demonstrate two (02) No. of contracts that have been successfully completed within last
Five (05) years similar to the proposed work. The value of each Contract Agreements / Work Orders shall
be equal to amount as mentioned in Para-1. For the purpose, the bidder/JV shall provide relevant Work
Orders/Contract Agreements & Completion certificates etc. Bidder/JV must also demonstrate

satisfactory performance ofthe completed works.

The Bidder/JV shall demonstrate financial soundness as mentioned above, however detailed terms and

conditions are mentioned in Appendix-A of BD

iii. Manufacturer will demonstrate at least five-year experience of designing and manufacturing of similar
material/ equipment and three-year satisfactory operational performance fromdate of submission of bid.
The bidding shall be conducted in line with the Single Stage Two Envelope procedure of the Public
Procurement Rules 2004 (amended to-date), Regulations, Regulatory Guides, Procurement Guidelines or
Instructions issued by the Authority (from time to time), and is
All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security in favor of Chief Engineer (Development) in anacceptable
form mentioned in ITB in the amount fixed in PKR valid for 28 days beyond bid validity period and validity

of bid is at least 75 days from date of submission of bid.

The original bid along with one copy, properly filled in, and enclosed in sealed envelope(s) must be
delivered through courier or physically to the Office of Chief Engineer (Development), IESCO
Headquarters, Street # 40, Sector G-7/4, Islamabad on or before 25" November, 2024 at 1100 Hrs. The
Technical bids will be opened on same date at 1130 Hrs there after in public and in the presence of
bidders' representatives who choose to attend during the opening at the address mentioned below.
However, price bids shall be kept in custody of procuring agency until announcement of results of
technical bid evaluation. Price proposal will be opened of those bidders (s) who are declared technically
responsive bidder (s) and financial proposal of non-responsive bidder (s) shall be returned unopened to

authorized representative of bidder (s).

Interested bidder(s) / firm (s) may visit IESCO website for scrutiny of bidding documents, however bidder
will submit their bid(s) after purchase of bidding document from office of the undersigned on request after
payment of non-refundable fee of Rs.5,000/- for participation on any working day during office hours or
may be sent through Courier if requested by the bidder with an additional fee of Rs. 1,500/- per document.

Late submission of bid will not be entertained.

PID(1)3104/24

. |ESCO reserves the right to reject the bids as per Rule-33 (1) of PPRA Rules-2004 (amended to date)
. Electronic bids are not acceptable.

Chief Engineer (Development), .

IESCO Head Quarter, Street No. 40, Sector G-7/4, Islamabad
Phone No. +92-51-2378045, Fax No.+92-51-9252345
Email Address iescopmu@iesco.com.pk

pento all potential bidders.
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Briefs

2 liquor
suppliers
held, large

quantity of
liquor seized

RAWALPINDI:Police in Na-
seerabad have arrested two
liquor suppliers and seized
a large quantity of liquor
following a crackdown on
Wednesday.

The arrested individuals,

identified as Bilal and Niaz,
were members of a local
gang. During the opera-
tion, police recovered 240
tons of liquor along with
12 bottles from their pos-
session. The suspects were
apprehended when Naseer-
abad police, on routine pa-
trol, stopped and searched
a suspicious vehicle.
Upon inspection, they
found a significant amount
of liquor hidden inside the
vehicle. The police have
registered separate cases
against both suspects, and
further investigation was in
progress. SP Potohar Nasir
Nawaz praised the efforts
of the Naseerabad police
team, emphasizing that
the crackdown on drug and
liquor suppliers will contin-
ue.—APP

First CJP
Mian Rashid
death
anniversary
observed

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The for-
ty-third death anniver-
sary of the first Chief
Justice of Pakistan, Mian
Abdul Rashid, is being
observed on Wednesday.
He was born on 29 June
1889 in a well-known
Arain family, namely the
Mian family of Bagh-
banpura, Lahore. He
received his early edu-
cation at Central Model
School in Lahore and got
his B.A. from Forman
Christian College, also in
Lahore, and a Tripos and
Masters from Christ’s
College, Cambridge Uni-
versity, in 1912. He start-
ed practicing law at Mul-
tan and later shifted to
Lahore in 1913, where he
joined the chambers of
Mian Muhammad Shafi.
He served as an acting
judge at Lahore High
Court, Advocate of the
Government of Punjab,
Judge of Lahore High
Court, and Chief Justice
of Pakistan. Mian Abdul
Rashid took the oath
from Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah as the first Gover-
nor-General of Pakistan
on August 15, 1947.

Symposium
explores
women’s

rights through
religion

RAWALPINDI: The De-
partment of Islamic Stud-
ies, Fatima Jinnah Wom-
en University (FJWU)
hosted an International
Symposium titled “Im-
pact of Religion, Family
Dynamics, and Legal
Frameworks on Wom-
en’s Rights and provided
a dynamic platform for
discussing the intersec-
tions of women’s rights,
drawing attention to crit-
ical global issues affect-
ing women. The event
featured two renowned
international scholars:
Dr. Rehana Parveen, As-
sociate Professor at Bir-
mingham Law School,
UK, and Prof. Dr. Afsar
Rathor, UN Ambassador
for Peace from Austria.
Both speakers delivered
insightful presentations,
sharing their expertise
on the influences of re-
ligious, familial, and le-
gal frameworks on wom-
en’s rights worldwide.
Dr. Shahzadi Pakeeza,
Chairperson of the De-
partment of Islamic
Studies, and Dr. Farha-
na Mehmood, the focal
person for the sym-
posium organized the
event. Prof. Dr. Bushra
Mirza, Vice Chancellor,
FJWU, the chief guest,
underscored the signif-
icant role of religion
in fostering unity and
global peace. In her re-
marks, she expressed
gratitude to the speak-
ers, stating, “Their
shared insights are in-
valuable for enriching
our understanding of
women’s rights in a di-
verse and interconnect-
ed world.”—APP

Private sector drives green
change for sustainable Pakistan

SIE is not just an expo, but a knowledge base,” said Sherry Rehman. “This event is a vital platform for
raising awareness and driving change. It is essential to empower the private sector, whose innovation
and commitment will be key to addressing the climate challenges we face”

DNA

ISLAMABAD :As the

second
edition of the Sustainability In-
vestment Expo (SIE 2024) is un-
derway here at Pak-China Friend-
ship Centre, the event features a
variety of eco-friendly initiatives
from the private sector aimed at
creating a greener Pakistan. With
the theme “Pioneering Solutions
for Climate Resilience,” the expo
was inaugurated by Chairperson
Senate Standing Committee on
Climate Change and Environmen-
tal Coordination, Senator Sherry
Rehman. “SIE is not just an expo,
but a knowledge base,” said Sher-
ry Rehman. “This event is a vital
platform for raising awareness
and driving change. It is essential
to empower the private sector,
whose innovation and commit-
ment will be key to addressing the
climate challenges we face.” The
event featured a variety of stalls
from the local and international

companies, along with startups
and small businesses committed
to sustainable technologies, re-
newable energy solutions, and en-
vironmentally friendly practices.

One of the key highlights was
the participation of green tech
startups, which showcased cut-
ting-edge products like biode-
gradable packaging and energy-ef-
“We Dbelieve
that the private sector holds the
key to a sustainable future,”
Hafsa Syed, a representative of
ECO Gen., focusing on eco-friend-
ly projects. “We have started a
number of initiatives like EcoGen:
recycling waste into fertilizer, and
Evenger is a unique platform
aimed at teaching children sustain-
able habits,” Syed said. Sustaina-
bility was also at the forefront for
companies like Roshan Packages
Limited (RPL), which has been a
pioneer in reducing paper waste.
Waseem Mufti, Marketing Man-
ager at RPL, stated, “We’re com-
mitted to sustainability from day

ficient appliances.

our stall.
said

include tree

one, reusing and recycling paper
products for packaging. Events
like this give us the opportunity
to connect with like-minded inves-
tors who support our vision for a
greener future.” A Forest Officer
from Ministry of Climate Change,
Muhammad Hashim at expo said,
“We are displaying various initia-
tives of the government under the
‘Green Pakistan Programme’ at
, “We are implementing
a range of initiatives to increase
biodiversity and promote con-
servation. These
plantations
strategies for protecting various
ecosystems.” The expo highlight-
ing the crucial role of private en-
terprises in achieving Pakistan’s
sustainability goals.
like Hutchison Ports Pakistan are
also leading by example. Naveed
Qureshi, Assistant General Man-
ager (AGM) at Hutchison Ports,
talking to APP said, “Our electric
and hybrid cranes are part of our
broader effort to reduce emis-

interventions
and

Companies

sions, and we are set to introduce
e-trucks in Pakistan as well.” “We
are committed to the UN SDGs,
delivering on our promise for a
resilient and thriving Pakistan by
planting 1 million mangroves in
partnership with WWF by 20307,
he said. Addressing the alarming
issue of plastic waste,
Plastic Private Limited’ has de-
veloped an innovative solution by
manufacturing plastic bags from
potato peels.
the company’s Chief Operational
Officer, explained, “By using or-
ganic materials like potato peels,
we are reducing single-use plastic
pollution and organic waste at the
same time. We currently produce
20 bags a day manually, and our
aim is to scale this up to make a
larger environmental impact.” In
a bid to combine technology and
sustainability,
ager at atomcamp Amina said,
“Sustainability lab is new initia-
tive by atomcamp under which
we work at the intersection of

climate change, data and Al “We
are introducing evidence-based
thinking for climate change in
Pakistan and making contribution
to tackle climate challenges with
data driven strategies.” “We have
conducted ‘Green Space’ study
in Rawalpindi which found that
only 4.6% of Rawalpindi’s area is
green space, far below the UN’s
recommended 15%.” The expo
highlighted that the private
sector is not only responding to
global environmental challenges
but also spearheading efforts to
make eco-friendly innovations
scalable and accessible. The
visitors including students, en-
vironmental activists, and busi-
ness leaders, lauded the private
sector’s contributions and said
Pakistan stands at a crucial junc-
ture in its journey towards sus-
tainability. The 2nd edition of
Sustainability Investment Expo
will continue until November 7,
besides 27th Sustainable Devel-
opment Conference.

‘Green

Maria Qayyum,

Programe Man-

ISLAMABAD: A women sanitary worker provide biometric verification for attendance at sector
G-7, in the Federal Capital. Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided to extend biometric

attendance system outside for sanitary workers.

ICT admin bans wall
chalking, arrests 16 violators

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration launched a
city-wide crackdown against
unauthorized wall chalking,
leading to several arrests
and charges. This swift
action aims to enforce the
recent ban on wall chalking
in public spaces, targeting
those who deface city walls
for promotional campaigns,
said the spokesman of ICT
administration on Wednes-
day. In a recent opera-
tion, the Islamabad district
administration intensified
efforts against illegal wall
chalking across the city.
As many as eleven people
were arrested for violating
the ban. Of these, seven

were detained by the As-
sistant Commissioner (AC)
of the Secretariat area in
Barakahu, while four were
taken into custody by the
AC Saddar from Margalla
Avenue. Authorities have
registered cases against
all accused individuals in-
volved. The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) of Islama-
bad, Irfan Nawaz Memon,
has issued strict instruc-
tions to clamp down on
wall chalking across the
city. Memon emphasized
that both the individuals
creating the chalking and
the businesses behind
them will face conse-
quences. This crackdown
targets advertisements by
various entities, includ-
ing private clinics, flats,
marriage halls, a wood

company, and a training
institute, which had been
promoting their servic-
es through wall chalking.
Meanwhile, five more indi-
viduals were apprehended
in connection with recent
theft cases linked to this
ongoing campaign. The
AC Secretariat registered
a case at the local police
station against the latest
group of individuals, re-
inforcing the administra-
tion’s stance against de-
facing public property.

DC Islamabad Irfan
Memon has directed his
team to identify all parties
involved in running such
ad campaigns on city walls
and ensure compliance
with the wall chalking ban
throughout Islamabad.—
APP

ISLAMABAD: In response to rising air pollution, Islamabad’s district administration has intro-
duced tough new regulations, implementing Section 144 to control toxic emissions and curb
smog levels in the Federal Capital. According to a notification, Islamabad’s district adminis-
tration has imposed Section 144 to limit the release of harmful gases in an effort to combat
air pollution. The restrictions apply to emissions from vehicles, factories, kilns, and the

burning of garbage and crops.

Additional District Magistrate Islamabad, issued these

orders for two months, during which violators will face legal consequences. As part of this
crackdown, the Islamabad Transport Authority (ITA) is actively inspecting vehicles for
compliance. In this connection, the ITA Secretary recently conducted an inspection at the
vegetable market and checked 75 vehicles. During the checking, as many as 55 vehicles
were fined for violating emission standards. One heavily polluting vehicle was impounded
and moved to the police station. According to Deputy Commissioner Islamabad, Irfan
Memon, these daily inspections are part of the city’s broader effort to manage air pollution
and reduce smog. Warning letters have been issued to non-compliant vehicles, with fines
imposed where necessary. The administration’s preemptive measures aim to keep pollution
under control as winter approaches, bringing with it heightened risks of smog. The district’s
intensified approach reflects a commitment to cleaner air and public health protection, as en-

forcement continues against sources of pollution citywide—APP

Meezan Bank inks
agreement to join ITFC

ISLAMABAD: Meezan Bank,
Pakistan’s leading Islamic
bank has signed a new stra-
tegic partnership with the
International Islamic Trade
Finance Corporation (ITFC), a
member of the Islamic Devel
opment Bank (IsDB) Group,
under the ITFC Letter of Cred-
it (LC) Confirmation product.
This product facilitates trade
flow by allowing exporters and
issuing banks to gain assur
ance from ITFC to secure pay-
ment and thus eliminate credit
risks, said a news release. It
will support private sector
clients, including SMEs, by
working with local banks in Or-
ganisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) member countries
to facilitate various import
transactions. The agreement

was signed by Nazeem Noord-
ali, Chief Operating Officer of
ITFC, and Syed Amir Ali, Dep-
uty Chief Executive Officer of
Meezan Bank, in the presence
of executives from both sides.
Meezan Bank is the first bank
in Pakistan to partner with
ITFC for the LC Confirmation
facility. This Islamic trade fa-
cility will enable Meezan Bank
to extend geographical cov-
erage by leveraging the ITFC
network, both in member and
non-member countries. It will
also enable the Bank to handle
longer term LC Confirmation
transactions (6 to 12 months).
Syed Amir Ali, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of Meezan
Bank, highlighted the impact
of this cooperation saying:
“Today marks a significant

milestone in our business
relationship with ITFC as we
solidify our partnership. This
arrangement reinforces our
Bank’s commitment to relia-
bility, stability, and financial
excellence. The Letter of
Credit Confirmation Agree-
ment strengthens our position
in the market, enabling us to
capitalize on new opportuni-
ties and facilitate international
Islamic trade.” Nazeem Noor-
dali, Chief Operating Officer
of ITFC, expressed his views
on the partnership: “We are
proud to strengthen our part-
nership with Meezan Bank
through this Letter of Credit
Confirmation Agreement,
which reflects our commit-
ment and support to private
sector clients.

ISLAMABAD: A conference
marking the martyrdom
anniversary of the Jam-
mu martyrs was held on
Wednesday at the office
of the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (APHC-AJK)
chapter in Islamabad. Ac-
cording to Kashmir Media
Service, the conference
was chaired by Muhammad
Farooq Rehmani, leader
of the APHC-AJK chapter.
Speakers at the event in-
cluded Mahmood Ahmed
Saghar, Syed Faiz Naqash-
bandi, Muhammad Hussain
Khateeb, Syed Yousuf Na-
seem, AJK leader Shaheen
Kauser Dar, Syed Ali Raza
Bukhari, Sardar Hassan
Ibrahim, Farzana Yaqoob,
Mirza Asif Jarral, Maryam
Kashmiri, Abid Abbasi,
and other Hurriyat leaders
and activists. The speakers
paid tributes to the Jammu
martyrs and emphasized
that the Kashmiri people
are observing the day with
a renewed resolve to con-
tinue the martyrs’ mission
until their inalienable right
to self-determination is
secured. They stated that
the brutal actions of Indian
army and the cruel soldiers
of Dogra Maharaja Hari
Singh had deprived the
Kashmiri people of their
rightful freedom. The Jam-
mu martyrs sacrificed their
lives for a noble cause, and
their unparalleled sacrifices
will never be forgotten. The
speakers also noted that
the ongoing Kashmir free-
dom movement continues
to peacefully carry forward
the martyrs’ mission and
will ultimately succeed.
They expressed confidence
that the day is near when
the Kashmiri people will
be freed from India’s rule
and will determine their
own future. They reiter-
ated that lasting peace
in South Asia cannot be
achieved unless the Kash-
mir dispute is resolved in
accordance with the wish-
es of the Kashmiri people
and the relevant United
Nations resolutions. The
speakers appealed to the
international community
to intervene and prevent
the genocide of Kashmiris
by India, urging a just solu-
tion to the long-standing
Kashmir dispute.—APP

Govt to setup
10,000 EV charging

stations: Rana

With growing private sector
interest and government-backed
incentives, this push toward
electric mobility is poised to
significantly benefit both the
economy and the environment

ISLAMABAD :Minister for Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain on Wednesday unveiled the
government plan to transform the transportation
landscape by setting up 10,000 electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations by 2030. Addressing an “exhibition
of electric bike models” organized by the Engineering
Development Board (EDB), he emphasized the govern-
ment’s commitment to reducing fuel dependency, cutting
carbon emissions, and promoting cleaner, sustainable
transportation. With growing private sector interest
and government-backed incentives, this push toward
electric mobility is poised to significantly benefit both
the economy and the environment. The ministers said
around 31 companies have expressed interest in in-
vesting in electric vehicles in Pakistan while 2 compa-
nies were granted permission to manufacture electric
vehicles. He said “Pakistan is now in a position to ex-
port three-wheelers”. The minister highlighted some
key initiatives to promote electric vehicles across the
country. He said that manufacturing activities will
soon begin by private companies, boosting the indus-
try. He said that the government would launch the sec-
ond electric vehicle policy by November 30 to promote
eco-friendly transportation. He said, Punjab government
was also working on two and three-wheeler electric ve-
hicles. The minister also announced that 100 students
will receive electric bikes based on merit through a bid-
ding process conducted in a transparent and fair manner.
The government has earmarked Rs 4 billion for electric
motorcycles. He said, the private sector plays a vital role
in Pakistan’s economic development, with the country’s
economy moving towards improvement, he remarked. This
shift towards eco-friendly transportation is expected to have
a positive impact on Pakistan’s environment and economy.
With the government’s support and private sector invest-
ment, the country is poised for a greener future.—DNA
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PTF hosts
annual event
to foster
educational
excellence

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Teachers Forum (PTF) is set
to host its prestigious annual
event on Friday on strength-
ening educational standards
and supporting teachers na-
tionwide. According to the
details, the event will be held
on Friday, 8th November
2024, from 3:00 PM to 5:00
PM in Islamabad. This year’s
gathering will bring together
esteemed figures in Paki-
stan’s education and public
service sectors, including
prominent policymakers and
international representa-
tives. Senator Fawzia Arshad,
Chairperson of the Pakistan
Teachers Forum, will lead
the event, focusing on PTF’s
commitment to empowering
educators and enhancing the
quality of education across
the country. The forum will
welcome Mr. Mohyuddin Ah-
mad Wani, Federal Secretary
of Education, as the Chief
Guest. His attendance un-
derscores the government’s
dedication to driving for-
ward meaningful reforms in
education. The event will
also be honored by distin-
guished guests, including
several Senators, the Am-
bassador of Japan, and Dr
Zia Batool, Chairperson
of the Private Educational
Institutions Regulatory Au-
thority (PEIRA).—APP

Health
Authority
issues smog
advisory

RAWALPINDI: District
Health Authority Rawalpindi
on Wednesday has issued an
advisory regarding anti-smog
measures, and urged the
people to take precautionary
measures in this regard.

Dr. Asif Arbab Niazi, the
District Health Authority
chief advised the public to
use face masks and goggles
when leaving home, get
the vehicles inspected to
reduce smog pollution. He
urged people to pay atten-
tion to construction sites
and garbage areas so that
dust, dirt, etc. does not mix
in air. Also avoid burning
garbage in streets. He also
emphasized that factories
should install air pollution
control devices. He high-
lighted that the plantation
has a pivotal role in con-
trolling smog. Maximizing
tree planting can contribute
to smog reduction. He said
that farmers should not
burn crop residues. The
advisory suggested that the
use of wet cloth for floor
cleaning in houses is bet-
ter than that of the broom.
Keep the windows and
doors of the houses closed,
drink as much water as pos-
sible. Dr. Asif informed that
smog awareness counters
have been activated in hos-
pitals.—APP
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meet your healthcare needs.

We aim to establish long-term, trusting refationships with our patients and their families;
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Polio needs to
be eradicated

OLIO protection efforts in Pakistan have reached a crit-

ical low. What was once a manageable yet persistent

issue, already a source of national embarrassment, has
now escalated into a full-blown crisis demanding urgent gov-
ernment action. Pakistan remains one of only two countries in
the world unable to eliminate polio. The resurgence of polio
in Gaza, even amidst severe humanitarian crises and medical
shortages, highlights the level of governmental neglect re-
quired for the disease to persist today. Pakistan reported just
six cases of polio in 2023. In 2021, that figure was down to one.
This year, however, the number has soared to 45 cases—a stag-
gering tenfold increase compared to previous years, with the
year not yet concluded. Immediate government intervention is
essential. The issues to address are straightforward but urgent.
First, comprehensive and consistent security must be provid-
ed to polio vaccination teams operating in rural and vulnerable
areas. Imran Khan’s Toshakhana case bail petition scheduled
for hearing in IHC Second, authorities must hold accountable
anyone spreading misinformation about polio vaccines. It is
no longer enough to prosecute only those who directly attack
polio teams. The focus must also extend to community lead-
ers, religious figures, and clerics who propagate anti-vaccine
rhetoric, as their influence significantly undermines public
health efforts. Third, the government should initiate an effec-
tive, positive campaign to promote polio vaccination. Reports
from workers on the ground indicate that some communities
use polio vaccination as leverage, withholding participation
to negotiate for better infrastructure or resources. This prac-
tice sets a dangerous precedent that, if left unchecked, could
lead to similar tactics in other areas and further stall eradi-
cation efforts. It is time to put an end to such compromises.
The state must enforce strict compliance with polio vaccina-
tion and consider legal measures against those who refuse it.
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In Middle East, EU is
an economic giant
but a political dwarf

HE EU has seen its geopolitical influence decline through-

out the world in recent years, but no more so than in the

Middle East, a region historically, economically and cul-
turally closer to it than the US. The Europeans have been los-
ing political influence for decades, especially after endorsing the
US-sponsored peace accords between the Palestine Liberation
Organization and Israel. Exclusive US oversight of the Oslo pro-
cess sidelined the EU as a block, as well as the UN and Russia,
although these three entities remain members of the Quartet —in
addition to the US. But Washington has made it clear that it will
neutralize any meaningful role of the Quartet to avoid laying any
serious pressure on its ally and proxy, Israel. But the EU’s politi-
cal influence on parties to the Israel-Palestine conflict has also de-
clined in recent years. In this case, it suffered a fatal blow following
the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel and the ensuing brutal
Israeli war on Gaza, which is ongoing and has now stretched to
Lebanon. The Europeans, including the British after leaving the
union, are divided when it comes to exerting meaningful pressure
on Israel to cease its assault on Gaza. Following the Oct. 7 at-
tacks, European leaders flocked to embrace Benjamin Netanyahu
and to declare that Israel had the absolute right to defend itself
against the aggressor, meaning Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Yes, the
EU and its members remain the biggest donor to UNRWA and
other UN agencies working for the welfare of the Palestinians.
Brussels is also the biggest financial supporter of the Palestinian
Authority. However, such financial support is undercut by its ina-
bility to produce a decisive political stand that would influence the
trajectory of events in the Occupied Territories. The EU and in-
dividual member states have imposed sanctions on Jewish settler
groups in the West Bank, as has the US. But that has not prevent-
ed Netanyahu’s far-right government from unleashing a settler-led
wave of terror and mayhem against West Bank Palestinians.

Trump Trumped Harris

Qamar Bashir

Trump skillfully dismantled
the Democrats’ election
agenda, which had centered
on promises to reduce food
prices, support working
families, provide $25,000 to
first-time homebuyers, and
cut tax rates for middle-
class households. However,
public sentiment leaned
heavily toward skepticism.
Many questioned how the
Biden administration, with
Kamala Harris as Vice
President, could fulfill these
promises now when they
had struggled to deliver on
similar commitments while
in power. This perception
further strengthened...

traveling in more than 60 vans with seven can-
vassers per vehicle, going door-to-door to campaign
for Kamala Harris in the entire Michigan. Despite
this substantial investment and effort, the results fell
short of expectations, with Trump leading significant-
ly in Michigan, capturing 51.9% of the vote compared
to Harris’s 46.3%. The likely victory by Trump also
contradicted many national surveys that had consist-
ently projected Harris as the frontrunner.
This trend extended beyond Michigan, as Republicans
were enjoying a comfortable lead across much of the
country, leaving Democrats anxious as the midnight
hour approached. The unexpected shift also sent
shockwaves to Democratic supporters and interna-
tional allies in Europe and beyond. As of now, Harris
has secured 194 electoral votes, trailing Trump’s 246,
leaving him only 24 votes shy of the 270 needed to
win the White House as the clock passes midnight in
the U.S. This created an atmosphere of global uncer-
tainty and concern. While absentee and mail-in ballots
are still being counted, a reversal appears almost im-
possible. Importantly, the election process has been
deemed fair by 83% of surveyed voters, minimizing
any doubts about potential manipulation.
Overall, Harris’s campaign appears to have under-
performed across multiple states, highlighting the
effects of a perceived lack of effective campaigning.
Notably, her projected support among women and
Black voters did not meet expectations, reflecting
a broader struggle to resonate with key voter de-
mographics. Trump was successful in swaying male
voters, securing 54% of their support by focusing
on issues like abortion rights, economic challeng-
es, inflation, and job losses. In contrast, Harris gar-
nered 44% of the male vote. Among new and young-
er voters, many of whom recently entered the job
market, discontent with the Democrats’ economic
performance led to a shift toward Trump, with 55%
favoring him compared to 44% for Harris.
White voters heavily supported Trump, with 72%
aligning with him on issues related to immigration,
white identity concerns, and opposition to legalized
abortion. Although Harris won 66% of the female

HE Working America organization deployed a
force of 400 trained canvassers over a month,

vote—driven by strong support for abortion rights—
this was insufficient to swing the election in her favor.
There was a notable alignment among white men
aiming to prevent a Black and South Asian wom-
an from ascending to the presidency and becoming
the commander-in-chief of the U.S. Armed Forces,
one of the world’s most powerful positions. Confi-
dence in Trump’s crisis-management abilities was
also higher, with 50% of voters believing he could
handle crises better than Harris, who received 48%
in this regard. In Washington, D.C., a large crowd
of Democratic supporters had gathered outside the
party’s headquarters, hoping for a decisive win.
However, as the night wore on, disappointment set
in as they watched the election slip away. Mean-
while, a jubilant crowd at the Republican head-
quarters in New York celebrated noisily, ready to
welcome Trump’s expected victory. Disappointed,
Harris postponed her planned address to support-
ers. In contrast, Trump prepared to give a victory
speech, laying out his vision for the next four years
for one of the world’s most powerful nations.

Trump skillfully dismantled the Democrats’ elec-
tion agenda, which had centered on promises to
reduce food prices, support working families, pro-
vide $25,000 to first-time homebuyers, and cut tax
rates for middle-class households. However, public
sentiment leaned heavily toward skepticism. Many
questioned how the Biden administration, with Ka-
mala Harris as Vice President, could fulfill these
promises now when they had struggled to deliver
on similar commitments while in power. This per-
ception further strengthened Trump’s position, as
voters viewed the Democrats’ pledges as hollow,
given their track record over the past term. The
post-midnight results stunned Democrats. In Arizo-
na, Trump led Harris narrowly at 49.7% to 49.5%,
with abortion rights proving pivotal. Harris won her
home state of California with a strong 61.2%, secur-
ing 59 electoral votes. However, Trump claimed Flor-
ida with 56.2% over Harris’s 42.9% and took Georgia
(50.7%) and Iowa (55.1%) due to strong rural support.
In Idaho, Trump led with 59.1%, while North Carolina
also went to him with 50.7% over Harris’s 47.8%. Har-
ris won Oregon comfortably at 59.2%, yet underper-

formed in Pennsylvania, a critical swing state, where
Trump led 50.8%. Trump also led in Wisconsin, 51% to
47.3%, cementing his edge in key battlegrounds. Now
it is not rocket science that Donald Trump has won
the 2024 U.S. presidential election and the situation
is not going to change even if all votes are counted,
which might take a few more days.

With Trump the world is now unscrambling itself to
face sweeping changes in the USA’s approach to
the Middle East, the Russia-Ukraine war, NATO, and
China could significantly. Trump has traditionally fa-
vored a “peace through strength” doctrine, potential-
ly leading to an assertive stance in supporting Israel
while promoting diplomatic engagements to avoid di-
rect U.S. involvement in new conflicts. Trump’s pre-
vious skepticism of NATO could resurface, with calls
for greater burden-sharing among member countries,
potentially affecting NATO’s united front against Rus-
sia. In the case of Russia-Ukraine, Trump has shown
interest in swiftly negotiating an end to the conflict,
which may lead to a pressured peace deal that could
favor Russia or at least reduce U.S. military aid, draw-
ing criticism domestically and internationally.

On the domestic front, Trump’s economic policies
have historically included tax cuts, deregulation,
and tariffs—especially against China, which he
views as a critical economic rival. A more protec-
tionist stance on China could lead to heightened
trade tensions, potentially impacting global supply
chains and increasing U.S. manufacturing costs,
though it may boost certain U.S.-based industries.

Trump’s past emphasis on limiting immigration to
protect American jobs could lead to stricter immi-
gration policies, which may face opposition from
businesses reliant on immigrant labor, particularly
in tech and agriculture. Economically, Trump is
likely to prioritize policies aimed at GDP growth,
possibly including tax cuts and reducing regula-
tions on fossil fuels to spur energy independence.
However, these moves could risk higher inflation if
not carefully balanced with monetary policy. The
overall impact on inflation, jobs, and GDP growth
would depend heavily on his administration’s abil-
ity to navigate international uncertainties while
managing domestic economic pressures effectively.

Boarc[ of Directors: The Guardians of
compliance and corporate governance

Imran Ghaznavi

In an era where a single
misstep can cascade into
a crisis, having a senior
leader with expertise
in communication and
reputation management on
the board 1s indispensable.
Corporate scandals, once
limited to traditional
media, can now go viral
globally within minutes,
accelerating the risk to an
organization’s reputation
and financial health. A
director with experience
in communications...

HE corporate sector, with its labyrinthine struc-
tures and far-reaching impacts, often operates
JE like a well-oiled machine on the surface. But

behind the polished conference tables and gloss of
quarterly reports, a less visible group operates with
quiet intensity: the Board of Directors. In the intri-
cate world of corporate governance, the board is not
merely an overseer; it is the nerve center that steers a
company through the murky waters of compliance and
reputational risk. Across industries, the board plays an
indispensable role in aligning a company’s operational
framework with regulatory requirements and best prac-
tices, establishing a blueprint for ethical standards and
risk mitigation strategies. It isn’t a matter of checking
boxes; it’s about foresight, vigilance, and leadership. But
what makes a board truly effective in navigating these
challenges? What structure, skill set, and insights are
needed to protect and drive the organization?
Ideal Structure of the Board
An effective board is not merely a collection of individ-
uals but a coalition built on diversity, independence,
and expertise. The ideal structure should embody a
balance that reflects not only shareholder interests
but also the company’s broader social and regulatory
responsibilities. A well-structured board is composed
of a majority of independent directors—those who
bring objectivity and a willingness to challenge as-
sumptions without being constrained by direct ties to
management. Their impartiality is crucial for holding
the CEO and senior executives accountable. An inde-
pendent board chair or lead director can also add a
layer of separation that enhances oversight and allows
for candid discussions on sensitive matters.
Specialized committees—particularly in audit, risk, and
compliance—are also critical to the board’s effectiveness.
The audit committee, for instance, should be composed
of individuals with a deep understanding of finance and
accounting. Similarly, a risk and compliance committee
is essential to anticipate and manage potential threats,
ranging from regulatory breaches to reputational fallout.
Skills that Directors Should Bring to the Table
Directors today are more than custodians of financial

prudence. They must possess a robust combination of
technical knowledge, sector-specific insights, and broad-
er competencies that can help the company navigate an
increasingly complex corporate landscape.

First and foremost, directors should have an intimate
understanding of the industry and a grasp of the strate-
gic challenges their organization faces. Those with deep
expertise in finance, legal, and regulatory frameworks
are particularly valuable, as these areas form the back-
bone of compliance and corporate governance. Howev-
er, knowledge of emerging fields—such as cybersecurity,
data privacy, and environmental, social, and governance
(ESG) factors—is equally important. Directors who can
anticipate and advise on these issues help protect the
organization’s reputation and long-term viability.
Increasingly, directors with diverse backgrounds in strate-
gy, technology, and even behavioral psychology are being
sought to enhance the board’s collective judgment and
decision-making capabilities. This diversity in skills is not
merely a progressive ideal; it is a strategic necessity.
The Case for Communication and Reputation Man-
agement Expertise

In an era where a single misstep can cascade into a
crisis, having a senior leader with expertise in com-
munication and reputation management on the board
is indispensable. Corporate scandals, once limited to
traditional media, can now go viral globally within min-
utes, accelerating the risk to an organization’s reputa-
tion and financial health. A director with experience
in communications and reputation management can
serve as the company’s early warning system, iden-
tifying and mitigating risks before they evolve into
full-blown crises. This individual can provide critical
insight into stakeholder perceptions, helping the
board preempt issues that could damage the compa-
ny’s standing. Beyond crisis management, directors
with a communications background can play a stra-
tegic role in shaping the company’s public narrative.
By understanding the nuances of media dynamics and
public sentiment, they can advise on transparency,
corporate social responsibility, and other proactive
measures that bolster trust among shareholders,

customers, and regulators alike. Furthermore, as the
board’s internal “conscience,” a communications ex-
pert ensures that the company’s actions align with its
stated values. In a world where reputational capital
is as valuable as financial capital, this guidance can
be crucial in fostering long-term resilience and trust.
Risk Mitigation: Preparing for the Unknown
Boards are no longer reactive entities. They must antic-
ipate risks, build crisis response frameworks, and estab-
lish safeguards well before a crisis emerges. Directors,
therefore, need to understand that the responsibility
for compliance and governance is inseparable from risk
mitigation. In this respect, the inclusion of risk-oriented
roles—such as a Chief Risk Officer or a compliance ex-
pert—is becoming increasingly common. These directors
work closely with the audit and compliance committees
to anticipate regulatory shifts, monitor industry trends,
and prepare contingency plans that insulate the compa-
ny from volatile economic or reputational threats.
But it is not enough to have isolated risk management
functions. Risk mitigation must be a shared ethos across
the board, with every director recognizing their role in
preserving the company’s integrity and reputation.
A New Standard for Corporate Boards
Today’s boards face mounting pressures to act as both
protectors and architects of the future. As corporations
navigate an environment that prizes accountability as
much as profitability, the role of the board must evolve
accordingly. An ideal board is not just a steward of gov-
ernance and compliance; it is a forward-looking body,
armed with the diversity of skills, independence, and
insight needed to steer an organization through its most
perilous challenges. Inclusion of communications and
reputation management professionals on boards is not
merely a trend; it is an acknowledgment of the reali-
ties of modern risk. This infusion of expertise brings
a deeper, more proactive approach to protecting what
lies at the heart of any corporation: its reputation, its
people, and the trust of those it serves.
- Auther is a senior regularly
professional and can be reached
at ighaznavi@gmail.com
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Trump says
he wants...

FroMm Pace 01
Ohio (17)
Oklahoma (7)
Pennsylvania (19)
South Carolina (9)
South Dakota (3)
Tennessee (11)
Texas (40)
Utah (6)
West Virginia (4)
Wyoming (3)
- HARRIS (226) -
California (54)
Colorado (10)
Connecticut (7)
Delaware (3)
District of Columbia (3)
Hawaii (4)
Illinois (19)
Maryland (10)
Massachusetts (11)
Minnesota (10)
Nebraska (1 - split)
New Jersey (14)
New Mexico (5)
New York (28)
Oregon (8)
Rhode Island (4)
Vermont (3)
Virginia (13)
Washington (12)
Meanwhile, Republicans
gained control of the US
Senate again on Tuesday
night by sweeping up seats
in West Virginia and Ohio
with the help of an unexpect-
ed battleground win from
Nebraska. It is worth noting
that it is the first time in four
years for the Republican
party to win a majority in
the Senate. Incumbent GOP
Sen Deb Fischer brushed
back a surprisingly strong
challenge from independent
newcomer Dan Osborn. As
tallies rolled in across a map
that favoured Republicans,
Democrats watched their
efforts to salvage their slim
majority slip out of reach.
In Ohio, multiple US me-
dia outlets projected that
Republican Bernie Moreno
would defeat incumbent
Democrat Sherrod Brown.

Kamala skips
election...

From Pace 01

At the election watch party
hosted by Howard Univer-
sity students in Washing-
ton, DC, a mix of emotions
filled the room as early
projections placed Trump
ahead. Disheartened by the
numbers, some attendees
left early. By Wednesday
morning, CNN showed
Trump with 266 electoral
votes to Harris’s 195, with
the required 270 to win.
Republican Donald Trump
later claimed victory in the
2024 presidential race after
Fox News projected he had
defeated Democrat Kamala
Harris, marking a signifi-
cant political comeback four
years after leaving office.
The projections from other
media outlets in the US also
started coming in for Trump
as held leads in key battle-
ground states, including
Pennsylvania, North Caroli-
na, and Georgia, with projec-
tions from Edison Research
pointing to a likely win.

Pakistan
leaders...

From Pace 01
speech was broadcast live
for viewers around the
world. While complete re-
sults of the US presiden-
tial polls are yet to be an-
nounced, Trump — based
on several US media re-
ports including those of Fox
News — has claimed victory
in the historic race that saw
a Black-South Asian wom-
an Harris compete against
a former white president.
The Democratic candidate
is way behind in the race
with 226 and Trump leading
with 277 votes, as per the
aforementioned American
media. On the other hand,
Omar Ayub Khan — the
Leader of the Opposition in
the National Assembly and
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PIT) lawmaker — also ex-
tended congratulations to
Trump and his VP-elect JD
Vance on winning the polls.

Londoners
left ‘anxious
and fearful’

From Pace 01
“many Londoners will
be anxious” and “fearful
about what it will mean
for democracy and for
women’s rights”. He
said they may also have
concerns about what a
Trump victory means
for “the situation in the
Middle East or the fate of
Ukraine”, while “others
will be worried about the
future of Nato or tack-
ling the climate crisis”.
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KABIRWALA: Acting President Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani offering Fateha over the sad demise of Mr. Khizar Hayat Hiraj

late father of member National Assembly, Raza Hayat Hiraj. — DNA

Babar, Rizwan, Shaheen rise
in ICC ODI, test rankings

On the contrary, Pakistan’s Test captain Shan Masood and his deputy Saud Shakeel

suffered sharp declines, both dropping two spots, to 59th and ninth respectively

STAFF REPORT

DUBAI: Pakistan’s star trio of l
Babar Azam, Mohammad Rizwan
and Shaheen Shah Afridi expe-
rienced significant strides in the
latest update of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) ODI and
Test Rankings. As per the latest
ODI Batting Rankings, ace Paki-
stan batter Babar extended his
stay at the summit with 822 rat-
ing points, while opening batter
Imam-ul-Haq suffered a slight dip,
slipping from 11th to 12th with

666 rating points.

Meanwhile, Fakhar Zaman main-
tained his position in the Top
10, sitting at ninth spot with 675
rating points. On the other hand,
jumped
three places to secure fourth posi-
tion in the ODI Bowling Rankings.
His brilliant outing with the ball
in the first ODI against Australia,
where he returned brilliant bowl-

Shaheen Shah Afridi

ing figures of 2/43 in his 10 overs,
earned him 655 rating points.

However, despite leading Pakistan’s
strong show in the aforementioned

fixture with three wickets, Haris
Rauf suffered a decline, dropping

four places to 27th. Whereas, Na-
seem Shah remained firm at 69th
spot with 436 rating points. In Test
Batting Rankings, star batter Babar,
despite missing Pakistan’s remain-
ing two Tests of the three-match
series against England, climbed
up to the 17th place. Besides
him, wicketkeeper batter Ri-
zwan and all-rounder Salman Ali
Agha made notable strides.
Rizwan’s ranking improved by two
places to 20th, while Agha moved
up to 19th. On the contrary, Paki-
stan’s Test captain Shan Masood
and his deputy Saud Shakeel suf-
fered sharp declines, both drop-
ping two spots, to 59th and ninth
respectively. Proving his mettle
as an allformat bowler, Shaheen
clung to his 15th spot in the Test
Bowling Rankings, while the spin
duo of Noman Ali and Sajid Khan
also maintained their spots. Where-
as, right-arm pacer Hasan Ali, who
last played a Test earlier this year,
moved up by one place to 35th.

Diaz hits
hat-trick as
Liverpool
spoil
Alonso's

Return to
Anfield

WEB DESK

LIVERPOOL: Xabi Alon-
so said his return to
Anfield was bittersweet
after Liverpool thrashed
Bayer Leverkusen 4-0
on Tuesday, thanks to
a Luis Diaz hat-trick, to
go top of the Champions
League table. Cody Ga-
kpo was also on target
as the Reds maintained
their 100 percent record
in Europe after four
games. Alonso, a Cham-
pions League winner
during his playing days
in the Liverpool mid-
field, turned his back on
succeeding Jurgen Klopp
to remain at Leverkus-
en after leading them
to an unbeaten German
league and cup double
last season. The Span-
iard's name was chanted
by the home support in
the closing stages. Liver-
pool, though, are not left
wondering what might
have been as Arne Slot
continued his stunning
start as manager with
a 14th win in 16 games
in all competitions.

Expectations from Trump return

From Pace 01
Pakistan and the U.S., where mutual inter-
ests in counterterrorism and stability may
once again come into focus.Furthermore,
economic cooperation is an area that Paki-
stan hopes to expand under Trump’s new
term. Although Trump’s previous admin-
istration did not prioritize economic en-
gagements with Pakistan, his policies often
leaned toward bilateral deals that could
offer opportunities for countries willing to
engage. Pakistan may seek more favorable
terms in trade and investment, especially
in sectors such as agriculture, technolo-
gy, and renewable energy. With Pakistan
facing economic challenges, a focus on
strengthening trade ties with the U.S. could
be crucial. Additionally, Pakistan hopes
that Trump’s administration will acknowl-
edge Pakistan’s importance as a strategic
partner in South Asia, a region becoming
increasingly vital to global geopolitics.
The Middle East remains a region of par-
ticular interest to Trump and his foreign
policy team. The previous Trump admin-
istration recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital, brokered the Abraham Accords, and
imposed heavy sanctions on Iran, decisions
that polarized opinion across the region.
Expectations are high regarding how Trump
will now approach key Middle Eastern is-
sues, particularly the Palestinian cause,
Lebanon’s stability, and Iran’s regional in-
fluence. For Palestinians, there remains
hope that the U.S. will play a more balanced
role in fostering peace with Israel. Trump’s
earlier stance was clearly in favor of Isra-
el, but his legacy includes the Abraham
Accords, which, despite their controver-
sies, showed that new forms of engagement
were possible. Palestinians are hopeful
that Trump might reconsider policies that
previously appeared one-sided, encour-
aging a more just approach that acknowl-
edges Palestinian sovereignty and rights.

In Lebanon, the hope is for greater Amer-
ican involvement in the country’s recovery
from years of economic instability, political
gridlock, and social upheaval. Trump’s ad-
ministration previously placed pressure on
Hezbollah and took a firm stance on limiting
Iranian influence in Lebanon, moves that po-
larized local opinion. Moving forward, there
is an expectation that the U.S. will offer
more comprehensive support to help Leba-
non stabilize without exacerbating sectarian
tensions. By adopting a more balanced ap-
proach, Trump’s administration could help
mitigate internal divisions within Lebanon,
supporting a recovery that respects the
country’s complex social fabric.

The re-election of Trump brings with it con-
cerns in Iran, as Trump’s previous term saw
the U.S. withdrawal from the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and a
series of escalating sanctions that crippled
Iran’s economy. It remains uncertain wheth-
er Trump will pursue a renewed deal or
maintain pressure on Tehran, a policy that
often-strained relations across the region.
Many hope that Trump will opt for dialogue
over confrontation, potentially re-engaging
Iran in discussions that prioritize regional
stability over rivalry. Should Trump shift
towards a more diplomatic approach, this
could contribute significantly to easing ten-
sions not only between the U.S. and Iran but
also among other regional powers.

Perhaps one of the most pressing areas for
Pakistan and South Asia is the long-stand-
ing issue of Kashmir. During his last ad-
ministration, Trump offered to mediate be-
tween India and Pakistan, a move that drew
both criticism and support. For Pakistan,
there is hope that Trump will leverage his
influence to promote a just and peaceful
solution to the Kashmir conflict, which has
been a major source of tension between the
two nuclear-armed neighbors. The Trump
administration previously aligned closely
with India, viewing it as a strategic part-

ner in countering Chinese influence in the
region. However, if Trump seeks a more
balanced approach, his administration
could play a role in fostering dialogue on
Kashmir, recognizing the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people while encouraging diplo-
matic engagement between India and Paki-
stan. This would be a significant shift that
could not only ease tensions in South Asia
but also reinforce America’s role as a medi-
ator in global conflict resolution.

Trump’s party, the Republican Party, has
generally championed strong military alli-
ances and economic self-interest. Howev-
er, the party’s conservative principles also
emphasize respect for national sovereignty
and bilateral relations, two elements that
may shape Trump’s foreign policy this term.
By focusing on bilateral ties rather than ex-
tensive multilateral engagements, Trump
might prioritize individual relationships,
enabling Pakistan and other nations to ne-
gotiate on equal terms. This emphasis on
direct engagements could allow countries
like Pakistan to advocate for their unique
strategic interests and seek a more bal-
anced partnership with the U.S.

In sum, the world approaches Trump’s re-
turn with mixed expectations, hopeful yet
cautious. For Pakistan, there is the poten-
tial for stronger economic and security ties,
a more balanced approach to regional con-
flicts, and support for diplomatic solutions
in South Asia. In the Middle East, hopes
revolve around a fairer approach to the Pal-
estinian issue, constructive involvement in
Lebanon, and potentially renewed talks with
Iran. If Trump’s administration takes a prag-
matic approach, it could open new avenues
for cooperation and understanding, fostering
a legacy of stability and mutual respect that
would benefit not only America but its global
partners as well. As Trump prepares to navi-
gate these complex issues, the world watches
with anticipation, hoping his leadership will
prioritize lasting peace and cooperation.

Asif dominated the opening frame with a
score of 70-25, though Gharahgozlou levelled
the contest by taking the second frame 94-7

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ace
cueist Muhammad Asif beat his
Iranian opponent to claim the
IBSF World Snooker Champi-
onship 2024 title for the third
entered the
championship as a qualifier, he
got a wild card nomination to
the event through the Pakistan
Billiards and Snooker Associ-
ation (PBSA). After advancing
through the qualification round,
he showcased masterclass per-
formances in both the main and

time. Asif, 42,

knockout stages to win the title.
In the final, Asif faced Iran’s
Ali Gharahgozlou in a best-of-
nine frames match. Asif domi-
nated the opening frame with
a score of 70-25, though Gha-
rahgozlou levelled the contest
by taking the second frame 94-
7. Asif then regained control,
winning the third frame 62-8
and excelling in the fourth
frame with a flawless 106
clearance break - his sixth cen-
tury break of the tournament
- taking a 3-1 lead.

He continued his strong per-
formance in the fifth frame,

winning it 82-12 to solidify his
lead with 4-1. Although Gharah-
gozlou mounted a brief come-
back by winning the sixth and
seventh frames, Asif secured
victory in the eighth with a com-
manding 93-point break.

This marks Asif’s third indi-
vidual world title, following
his championships in 2012 and
2019, equaling India’s Pankaj
Advani’s record of three indi-
vidual world titles. Including
his two team titles, Asif now
holds five world titles, estab-
lishing himself as Pakistan’s
most decorated cueist.

Pakistan,
Azerbai-
jan pledge
climate...

From Pace 01

and adaptation efforts. Pa-
kistan, she noted, has been
making significant strides
in transitioning to renew-
able energy, particularly
solar and wind, and aims to
showcase its renewable en-
ergy initiatives at COP29.
The ambassador expressed
Azerbaijan’s strong com-
mitment to enhancing co-
operation with Pakistan,
particularly in the context
of climate action. He em-
phasized the importance of
closer bilateral ties between
Azerbaijan and Pakistan in
the areas of sustainable de-
velopment, climate change,
and regional cooperation,
noting that the upcoming
COP29 summit presents
a significant opportunity
for both countries to col-
laborate and advance their
mutual interests in these
critical areas. The meeting
concluded with both sides
reaffirming their commit-
ment to working together
to address the challenges
posed by climate change
and to strengthen global cli-
mate action efforts.

PM
Ilnaugurates
model...
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dispensary and playground
for the village. The dispen-
sary should be equipped
with first aid, ultrasound,
X-ray and maternity care
facilities, he added. He also
called for the third-party
validation of the project to
address the shortcomings
and asked to add chimneys
in all the newly constructed
houses to avert any unto-
ward incident, particularly
during the winter. Wearing
a traditional Gilgit cap Pa-
kul and robe, he instructed
Federal Education Minister
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui to
supervise the construction
of the school at the village.
Prime Minister Shehbaz,
who had also visited the
flood-hit village in 2022
after it was completely de-
stroyed, recalled teenage
girl Qandeel and her father
were among the only survi-
vors of their family. He said
that he had announced Rs5
million endowment fund for
Qandeel that had increased
to Rs6.7 million to support
her expenditures and make
her pursue her dreams. The
prime minister appreciated
GB Chief Minister Haji Gul-
bar Khan and other senior
officers for supervising the
project. Earlier, the prime
minister also unveiled the
plaque for the 216-kilom-
eter Gilgt Shandur Road
that would be completed by
November 2025 and reduce
the intercity travel dura-
tion from eight hours to
three hours. In his address,
GB Chief Minister Gulbar
Khan thanked the prime
minister for supporting the
GB people in distress.

Pakistan
eyes ‘Single
B’ credit...

From Pace 01

8th Edition of The Future
Summit in Karachi, he out-
lined a comprehensive agen-
da, covering key economic
challenges, fiscal policies,
and necessary reforms to
stimulate growth. He said
that the credit ratings were
upgraded during the first
quarter of the fiscal year,
indicating that the econom-
ic trajectory was right. “It
is hoped that we will move
towards a ‘Single B’ during
this fiscal year so that we can
rejoin the comity of nations,”
the FinMin said adding, “Our
fiscal and current account
deficits have turned into
surpluses.” According to a
brokerage report, Pakistan’s
credit ratings are expected to
improve further due to rising
foreign exchange reserves,
aiding future bond issuance
in global capital markets.

Punjab
govt orders
schools’...

From PaGe 01
Act, 1958. This law allows
the government to “pro-
vide for the maintenance
and restoration of order
in areas affected by cer-
tain calamities and for
the prevention and con-
trol of and relief against
such calamities”. On Tues-
day, residents of Lahore
struggled with hazardous
air quality as the AQI hit
609, making it the most
polluted city globally.
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Gold prices

decrease hy

Rs.1,000 per
tola

ISLAMABAD: The price
of 24 karat per tola gold
decreased by Rs.1,000 and
was sold at Rs.282,200 on
Wednesday compared to its
sale at Rs. 283,200 on last
trading day. The price of
10 grams of 24 karat gold
also decreased by Rs.857
to Rs.241,941 from Rs.
242,798 whereas the price
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went down to Rs. 221,780
from Rs. 222,565, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers As-
sociation reported. The
price of per tola and ten
gram silver remained un-
changed at Rs. 3,430 and
Rs. 2,940.67, respectively.
The price of gold in the
international market de-
creased by $10 to $2,727
from $2,727 last day, the
Association reported.—APP

PSX
witnesses
bearish trend,
loses 282
points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) turned
around to bearish trend on
Wednesday, losing 282.88
points, a negative change
of 0.31 percent, closing
at  92,021.44 points as
compared to 92,304.32
points on the last trading
day.A total of 889,166,479
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
752,664,527 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs 30.474billion against Rs.
32.827 billion on the last
trading day. As many as 452
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
201 of them recorded gains
and 200 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
51 companies remained un-
changed. The three top trad-
ing companies were Bank
of Punjab with 88,684,180
shares at Rs 6.21 per
share, Cnergyico PK with
71,639,690 shares at Rs
4.11 per share and Power
Cement with 39,151,188
shares at Rs.7.20 per share.
Unilever Pakistan Foods
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs.233.34
per share price, closing
at Rs 18,900.67, whereas
the runner-up was Hoechst
Pakistan Limited with Rs
93.00rise in its per share
price to Rs 2,353.00. —APP

Swiss ‘burqga

ban’ to take

effect from
2025

ZURICH: A contentious
Swiss prohibition on facial
coverings in public spaces
widely known as the “bur-
ga ban” will take effect on
Jan. 1, the government said
on Wednesday. Narrowly
passed in a 2021 referendum
in neutral Switzerland, and
condemned by Muslim as-
sociations, the measure was
launched by the same group
that organized a 2009 ban
on new minarets. The gov-
erning Federal Council said
in a statement it had fixed
the start of the ban, and that
anyone who unlawfully flouts
it faces a fine of up to 1,000
Swiss francs ($1,144). The
ban does not apply to planes
or in diplomatic and consu-
lar premises, and faces may
also be covered in places
of worship and other sa-
cred sites, the government
said.—APP

el Turkiye, Kyrgyzstan sign strategic

partnership on Erdogan visit

Kyrgyzstan’s President Sadyr Japarov said in a statement: “We have taken an important decision to
raise the level of strategic partnership between Kyrgyzstan and Turkiye to that of a ‘comprehensive
strategic partnership

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan: Turki-
ye and Kyrgyzstan on Tuesday
agreed to a “comprehensive
strategic partnership,” boost-
ing defense ties, during an
official visit to the Central
Asian state by Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Ankara is strengthening its
presence across the region,

as it seeks to compete with
the likes of Russia and China
for influence. Erdogan regular-
ly visits Central Asia and will
on Wednesday take part in a
summit of the Organization of
Turkic States, a Turkish-led in-
itiative to promote its culture
and ties across several former
Soviet republics. Kyrgyzstan’s

President Sadyr Japarov said
in a statement: “We have taken
an important decision to raise
the level of strategic partner-
ship between Kyrgyzstan and
Turkiye to that of a ‘compre-
hensive strategic partner-
ship.”“ The two sides signed
19 agreements in areas in-
cluding energy, defense and

the fight against terrorism.
Japarov hailed “Kyrgyz-Turk-
ish cooperation in the field of
defense and the potential for
further development.” Amid
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
Turkiye has stepped up mili-
tary cooperation with Central
Asian states, a challenge to
Moscow’s historic suprema-

cy in the region. Turkiye was
the third-biggest investor in
Kyrgyzstan in the first half
of 2024, behind Russia and
China. But it lags in terms of
trade, accounting for 3.8 per-
cent of Kyrgyzstan’s imports
and exports, against 34.2 per-
cent for China and 19.5 per-
cent for Russia.—Agencies

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb addresses
the 8th Edition of The Future Summit in Karachi, discussing Pakistan’s economic prospects and
future financial strategies.

Philippines says joint maritime
exercises rein in China

MANILA: Joint naval exercises held frequently by the Philippines, United States and other Western powers are helping
rein in “aggressive” Chinese actions in the South China Sea, a Filipino military official said Wednesday Beijing has for
years sought to expand its presence in the disputed waterway, brushing aside an international ruling that its claim to
most of the sea has no legal basis. In recent months, China has deployed navy, coast guard and so-called maritime militia
forces - allegedly Chinese fishing vessels - in a bid to bar the Philippines from a trio of strategically important reefs and
islands in the South China Sea. But those efforts were absent during the 10 instances this year when the Philippines,
United States and others were conducting joint patrols dubbed Multilateral Maritime Cooperative Activity (MMCA), the
Philippine Navy said Wednesday.“During the conduct of MMCAs, there have been no observed coercive and aggressive
actions by the (People’s Liberation Army) Navy, Coast Guard or the maritime militia,” Rear Admiral Roy Vincent Trinidad,
spokesman for South China Sea issues, told reporters on the sidelines of a Manila security forum. The lull was observed
for “a few days before and during, and a few days after” the exercises, he said, adding more joint naval drills could be
expected in 2025. Violent encounters with Chinese vessels typically occur during Philippine resupply missions to its
remote garrisons in the area. In Beijing, foreign ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning stressed “China has sovereignty over
the South China Sea islands and their adjacent waters” and “we safeguard our sovereign rights and interests in accord-
ance with domestic and international law”. She added: “Making a show of force and provoking confrontation in the South
China Sea will only escalate tensions and undermine regional stability.” While Washington and its allies have avoided
taking sides in the territorial dispute, they say Chinese actions threaten freedom of navigation essential for trade, with
trillions of dollars passing through the waterway each year.—APP

Rescuers pull
30 bodies from

building in
Lebanon

BARJA: Lebanese rescuers pulled 30 bodies out of the rub-
ble after a late night Israeli strike on an apartment building
in the town of Barja, Lebanon’s Civil Defense service said
Wednesday as the Mideast wars press on with no signs of
abating. It remained unclear if there were any survivors or
bodies still trapped under the rubble following the Tuesday
night airstrike, which came without warning. There was no
statement from the Israeli military and the strike’s intend-
ed target also was unknown. Barja, a town just north of the
port city of Sidon in central Lebanon, has not been regularly
targeted so far in the conflict. “Something pulled me hard,
and then the explosion happened,” said Moussa Zahran,
who was at home with his wife and son when the building
was hit. He said he couldn’t see but started digging through
the rubble until he found his wife and son — alive but in-
jured — and pulled them out. Both are still in the hospital,
he said. Another building resident, Muhyiddin Al- Qalaaji,
said he was at work when the strike happened and heard
the news from his wife who called him frantically. “There
are many dead and injured,” he said as he carried out what
he could salvage of the family’s belongings on Wednesday
morning. Civil defense official Mostafa Danaj said some of
the neighbors have reported there are still people missing.
Israeli forces and the Hezbollah militant group have been
clashing for more than a year, since Hezbollah started firing
rockets across the border soon after the deadly Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel sparked the ongoing war in Gaza
in October last year. The war on the Lebanese front
has substantially escalated since mid-September, with
Israel launching a massive aerial bombardment and
ground invasion. On Wednesday, sirens blared across
northern and central Israel, including in the populous
metropolitan area of Tel Aviv, as Hezbollah launched
10 rockets toward Israel. Israel’s Magen David Adom
rescue services said there were no reports of injuries.
A large portion of a rocket slammed into a parked car
in the central Israeli city of Raanana. Rockets also
struck an open area near Israel’s main airport, Israeli
media reported, though the airport said flights were
operating as normally. Israel’s Magen David Adom
rescue services said there were no injuries. Israeli
police said they arrested 40 people during protests on
Tuesday night when the demonstrators blocked Israel’s
main highway in Tel Aviv.—APP

Bangladesh
records rise in

skilled migration
with KSA

DHAKA: The migration of skilled Bangladeshi workers
abroad has been on the rise since the beginning of the
year, with most seeking employment in Saudi Arabia’s gi-
ga-projects. Out of almost 700,000 who sought employment
abroad this year, more than 374,000 went to Saudi Arabia,
which since 2017 has been the preferred destination among
Bangladeshi expats. The Kingdom was followed by Malay-
sia and Qatar, according to the latest data from the Bureau
of Manpower, Employment and Training. “Due to several
ongoing giga-projects, Saudi Arabia is in high demand for
migrant workers,” BMET additional secretary Shah Abdul
Tarique told Arab News. “Recently, we noticed an increase
in the export of skilled migrants. Many of our construction
workers go to Saudi Arabia under skilled categories. There
are many drivers and electricians also employed as skilled
workers.” Saudi Arabia has launched a number of giga-pro-
jects under its Vision 2030 transformation plan, including
the multibillion-dollar NEOM smart city that is overseen by
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

Saudi officials launched the Workers’ Recruitment and
Skill Verification Program in Bangladesh last February,
aimed at advancing the professional competence of em-
ployees in the Saudi labor market. It focuses on several
professions, including plumbers, electricians and con-
struction workers. BMET had set up at least 150 technical
centers upon the program’s launch, offering free training
to support prospective Bangladeshi migrant workers seek-
ing employment in the Kingdom. “We are also focusing on
preparing the training centers more with market-driven
equipment and logistics,” Tarique said.—APP

OICCI leads pre-COP29 dialogue
on private sector climate action

The dialogue included keynotes from prominent figures like
Samuel Rizk, Resident Representative of UNDP Pakistan,
who shared insights on innovative financial instruments to

attract climate capital

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan confronts the pressing challenges of climate change, the Overseas Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OICCI) organized a high-level dialogue at the 27th Sustainable Development Conference to
foster private sector-led solutions for green financing and climate resilience. The Pre-COP29 Policy Dialogue brought
together leaders from the private sector, government, and international organizations to address the role of corporate
investment in advancing Pakistan’s climate goals said a news release. Highlighting the private sector’s role in climate ac-
tion, OICCI Senior Vice President & Nestlé Pakistan CEO Jason Avance a called for a strategic response from the busi-
ness community. “Climate change is a reality we cannot ignore,” Avance a said addressing the session. “As we prepare
for COP29, the private sector has a critical role to play, and OICCI remains committed to mobilizing the investments
and technologies necessary to make Pakistan more climate-resilient. Our goal is to bridge the $152 billion adaptation
financing gap by making green finance and sustainability a core focus. The devastating 2022 floods, which displaced
nearly eight million people and caused $15 billion in damages, underscore the urgency of investing in sustainable solu-
tions. OICCI Secretary General M Abdul Aleem reinforced the need for private investment in these areas. “Climate
change is not just an environmental issue but an economic and social challenge that threatens our stability,” he said. He
said “OICCI has a longstanding commitment to sustainability, and through green financing, our members can be part
of a solution that benefits both the planet and our economy.” Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director of the Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute (SDPI), emphasized the value of public-private partnerships in achieving Pakistan’s climate
objectives. “Our shared goals can only be realized through a concerted effort,” Suleri remarked. “By creating policies
that incentivize investment and enable the private sector, we can close critical financing gaps and strengthen Pakistan’s
climate resilience.” The dialogue included keynotes from prominent figures like Samuel Rizk, Resident Representative
of UNDP Pakistan, who shared insights on innovative financial instruments to attract climate capital. Panelists from
leading corporations such as Unilever Pakistan, Coca-Cola Company, HBL, and Engro Foundation discussed their sus-
tainability initiatives and explored ways to enhance public-private collaboration in green finance. The event underscored
OICCI’s significant contributions toward climate action, including its role at COP28 and its commitment to advocating
for sustainable practices. OICCI members collectively contributed over Rs13 billion to corporate social responsibility
in 2023, with Rs1.5 billion specifically earmarked for environmental protection. As Pakistan heads toward COP29, the
OICCI remains committed to supporting national climate goals through actionable steps. With plans to continue advocat-
ing for sustainable business practices, the organization aims to leverage this platform to drive meaningful change.—APP

Modi greets
Trump on
historic

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
congratulated Donald
Trump for a “historic elec-
tion victory” Wednesday,
adding that he was looking
forward to working with the
vote frontrunner. “Heart-
iest congratulations my
friend @realDonaldTrump
on your historic election
victory,” Modi wrote on
social media platform X.
“As you build on the suc-
cesses of your previous
term, I look forward to re-
newing our collaboration,”
he added. “Together, let’s
work for the betterment of
our people and to promote
global peace, stability and
prosperity.” Trump and
Hindu-nationalist Modi
enjoy warm relations, and
Trump also has a sizable
following among right-wing
groups in India, who see
him as a kindred spirit
aligned with their hostility
towards Muslims. The pair
heaped praise on each oth-
er in a joint appearance at a
stadium in Houston in 2019,
touting a close, personal
alliance in front of tens of
thousands of Indian-Ameri-
cans.—APP

Iranian
Revolutionary
Court
sentences 4
to death over
spying for
Israel

DUBAI: Four people were
sentenced to death by
a revolutionary court in
northwestern Iran over
charges of spying for Isra-
el, the semi-official Fars
news agency reported on
Wednesday. Fars said three
of the defendants — whose
nationalities it did not give
— were accused of helping
Israel’s spy agency Mos-
sad move equipment used
in the 2020 assassination
of Iranian nuclear scien-
tist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.
Fakhrizadeh was viewed by
Western intelligence ser-
vices as the mastermind of
a covert Iranian program to
develop nuclear weapons
capability. The Islamic Re-
public has long denied any
such ambition. The Jewish
Chronicle newspaper re-
ported in February 2021,
citing intelligence sources,
that Fakhrizadeh was killed
by a one-ton gun smuggled
into Iran in pieces by Mos-
sad agents, both Israeli and
Iranian nationals.—APP

Russia’s
grain policies
help Ukraine

secure sales

HAMBURG/CAIRO: Rus-
sia’s curbs on wheat ex-
ports have inadvertently
helped Ukraine secure lu-
crative sales to Egypt this
week while also inflating
prices for the world’s top
importer, traders said.
Egypt’s state grains buy-
er GASC bought 290,000
metric tons of wheat in an
international tender on
Monday. The purchase
included 120,000 tons
from Ukraine as well as
120,000 tons from Ro-
mania and 50,000 tons
from Bulgaria. Russia,
the world’s top wheat
exporter and Egypt’s
most important supplier,
was kept out of the sale
due to unofficial policies
to prevent a price spike
at home as the country
seeks to combat inflation
partly fueled by military
spending.—APP

The SDGs address 17 core areas, each targeting specific issues such as poverty eradication, health, education, gender equality, and environmental sustainability
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ISLAMABAD: The Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), an
initiative led by the United Na-
tions, aim to address key glob-
al challenges such as poverty,
inequality, health, education,
and environmental sustaina-
bility. For a country like Paki-
stan, these goals are not only

for its overall development and
well-being. In 2016, Pakistan
committed to the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development by
adopting the SDGs as part of its
national development agenda.
This commitment was solidified
through a unanimous resolu-
tion in the National Assembly,
signifying the nation’s dedica-
tion to these goals. The SDGs
address 17 core areas, each
targeting specific issues such
as poverty eradication, health,
education, gender equality,
and environmental sustainabil-
ity. Pakistan’s prioritization of
these goals reflects the recog-
nition that sustainable develop-
ment is essential for addressing
socio-economic disparities and
promoting long-term national
prosperity.To support these
objectives, the government es-
tablished SDG Support Units at

to oversee the planning, imple-
mentation, and monitoring of
SDG initiatives. The Ministry
of Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives, alongside
Provincial Planning and Devel-
opment Departments, has been
instrumental in directing efforts
towards achieving the SDGs.
The SDG Framework, designed
in 2018, offers a cohesive ap-
proach to integrating SDG-relat-
ed priorities into policy-making
at both national and provincial
levels.In 2018, the Government
of Pakistan and the UN signed
the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Framework (UNSDF),
also known as the Pakistan One
United Nations Programme III
(OP III) 2018-2022. This stra-
tegic document was the result
of extensive consultations with
various stakeholders and aligns
closely with Pakistan’s devel-

serves as a guiding framework,
targeting ten key outcomes
across thematic areas such as
poverty reduction, health, ed-
ucation, gender equality, and
environmental  sustainability.
Through this framework, UN
agencies in Pakistan have been
collaborating closely with the
government to address some
of the country’s most pressing
issues, contributing directly to
the progress of the SDGs.Mon-
itoring and evaluation (M&E) is
critical in assessing Pakistan’s
progress toward achieving the
SDGs. Effective M&E mech-
anisms ensure that initiatives
are not only implemented but
also measured for their real
impact on the ground. In Paki-
stan, there are concerns about
whether monitoring efforts rely
too heavily on progress reports
and lack rigorous on-site eval-

many government reports high-
light successes, discrepancies
often arise between reported
achievements and  on-the-
ground realities. To bridge this
gap, stronger M&E frameworks
and independent assessments
are needed to ensure that data
is accurate and that resources
are being used efficiently.The
establishment of SDG Support
Units has been a positive step,
providing a systematic approach
to tracking progress. However,
challenges remain in ensur-
ing that data collected reflects
true progress and is used ef-
fectively for decision-making.
Greater transparency in M&E
processes and public access to
progress data are crucial for
building trust and accountabili-
ty.Misinformation and negative
perceptions about the SDGs are
prevalent in Pakistan. Some cit-

lated efforts genuinely improve
lives or if progress is merely
exaggerated in official reports.
It is essential to address these
concerns by ensuring transpar-
ency in reporting and dissem-
inating accurate information
about SDG achievements and
challenges. Public awareness
campaigns, media engagement,
and community outreach can
help clarify misconceptions, fos-
ter trust, and encourage active
participation in SDG initiatives.
Developing robust, transparent,
and participatory M&E systems
will enable Pakistan to monitor
progress effectively, identify are-
as for improvement, and ensure
accountability. The Sustaina-
ble Development Goals offer a
framework for a more equitable,
prosperous, and sustainable Pa-
kistan. While progress has been
made in various areas, significant

SDGs by 2030 will require sus-
tained efforts, and commitment
to transparency and accountabili-
ty. The UN’s support, along with
Pakistan’s dedication to these
goals, provides a strong foun-
dation for continued progress.
The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) rep-
resent a global commitment to
improving quality of life. In Paki-
stan, these goals are increasingly
impacting communities, with pro-
gress being made across multiple
fronts. The journey to sustaina-
ble development is complex and
requires the collective efforts
of government, civil society, the
private sector, and citizens to en-
sure that no one is left behind. By
embracing these values and work-
ing collaboratively, Pakistan can
make significant strides towards
realizing the SDGs and securing
a brighter future for its people.
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Snain unveils
$11hin aid
plan after

catastrophic

floods

VALENCIA: Spain on Tues-
day announced an aid pack-
age worth 10.6 billion euros
($11.5 billion) to rebuild
regions devastated by its
worst floods in a generation
that have killed 219 people.
The exceptional Mediter-
ranean storm that lashed
eastern Spain a week ago
triggered surging torrents
of muddy water that have
left a trail of destruction
and an unknown number
of missing. Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez announced
a series of measures includ-
ing aid to small and midsize
businesses, self-employed
workers and households
that have suffered deaths,
incapacity and damage to
homes and belongings.

Tax relief and a three-
month postponement to
repaying mortgages and
loans were also among the
announcements, which
Sanchez likened to the
state’s intervention during
the Covid-19 pandemic to
protect the economy and
livelihoods. - Agencies

Senate body
concerned
over fraud

cases in HEC

FaisaL SHEIKH
Islamabad-On Tuesday,
while chairing the Senate
Standing Committee on
Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training, Senator
Bushra Anjum Butt empha-
sized the need for timely
allocations for the HEC’s
International Research
Support Initiative Program
(IRSIP), noting that a final
decision is anticipated by
the end of December. Cur-
rently, 266 out of 515 can-
didate reviews have been
completed, and the Chair
stressed the importance of
documenting this timeline
to ensure results are re-
leased as scheduled.
During the meeting, Sen-
ator Syed Masroor Ahsan
also highlighted the issue
of retired college teachers
from FUUAST University
Karachi who are not receiv-
ing their due pensions and
other allowances. It was
directed that the matter be
discussed in detail at the
next meeting, and the Min-
istry will provide detailed
information on the matter.
The issue of derogatory re-
marks about Pashtuns in an
O-Level Urdu book, raised
by Senator Bilal Ahmed
Khan during the Senate sit-
ting on October 18, 2024,
was thoroughly discussed.
It was reported that actions
have been taken to ban the
book, and the author has
submitted a written apol-
ogy. The Secretary of Ed-
ucation noted that while
language is regulated, con-
tent varies by province.

Atif urges govt
to announce
comprehensive
winter package

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  President
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
Atif Tkram Shaikh has ap-
pealed to the government
to announce a comprehen-
sive winter package for
export-oriented industries
to mitigate the challenges
faced by the sector. How-
ever, FPCCI cautioned that
any conditional eligibility
criteria tied to incremen-
tal gas consumption last
year would unfairly exclude
many industries. “Several
units did not have gas sup-
ply connections, making it
impossible for them to meet
this condition,” Atif Ikram
Shaikh explained.
Therefore, he said, FPC-
CI demands that the gov-
ernment offer the winter
package without condi-
tions, ensuring equal ac-
cess to all export-oriented
industries. This inclusive
approach will boost ex-
ports, employment, and
economic stability.

“We urge the government
to prioritize the well-be-
ing of the entire export
sector, rather than cre-
ating unnecessary dis-
tinctions,” Atif Ikram
Shaikh emphasized.
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ISLAMA BAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meeting with the Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan
H.E Jiang Zaidong during his visit of the Chinese Embassy in Islamabad . The Chinese ambassador, a few days
ago had issued a statement raising concerns about the security of the Chinese nationals in Pakistan. —
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In Kyiv, hope and pragmatism
compete after Trump’s election

It was under Trump that the United States first sent weapons to Ukraine in its fight against
Russia, in 2017. Those Javelin anti-tank missiles were crucial to Ukraine’s ability to fend off the
full-scale invasion in 2022. But Trump overall is wary of US involvement in foreign conflicts

NEews DESK

KYIV: Soldiers in a Ukrainian artillery bat-
tery on the front lines of the country’s east
were only vaguely aware of American elec-
tion results pointing to Donald Trump’s vic-
tory Wednesday — but firm in their hopes
for the next president of the United States.
Their entrenched artillery battery fires on
Russian forces daily — and takes fire near-
ly as often. Just the other day, one of their
overhead nets snared a Russian drone.

“I hope that the quantity of weapons, the
quantity of guns for our victory will increase,”
the unit’s 39-year-old commander, who goes
by the name Mozart, said in the hours before
Trump’s win was confirmed. “We don’t care
who is the president, as long as they don’t
cut us off from help, because we need it.”
Mozart — who other soldiers Wednesday did
not give his name in keeping with Ukrainian
military protocol and has given musical mon-
ikers to the battlefield positions — is among
many Ukrainians who hope that Trump will
hold the line on American support for their
country. Russian forces have recently made
gains in the east, although the commander
described the front-line situation as “static.”

On Ukraine’s front

It was under Trump that the United States
first sent weapons to Ukraine in its fight
against Russia, in 2017. Those Javelin an-
ti-tank missiles were crucial to Ukraine’s abil-
ity to fend off the full-scale invasion in 2022.
But Trump overall is wary of US involvement
in foreign conflicts. Trump, who has touted
his good relationship with President Vladimir
Putin and called the Russian leader “pretty
smart” for invading Ukraine, has repeatedly
criticized American backing of Ukraine. He
characterized Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky as “the greatest salesman on
Earth” for winning US aid. Zelensky was
among the first world leaders to publicly con-
gratulate Trump and said the two discussed
how to end “Russian aggression against
Ukraine” when they met in September. “I
appreciate President Trump’s commitment
to the ‘peace through strength’ approach
in global affairs. This is exactly the princi-
ple that can practically bring just peace in
Ukraine closer. I am hopeful that we will
put it into action together,” he wrote on in
a message on the social platform X.

Trump has said repeatedly he would have a
peace deal done between Ukraine and Rus-
sia within a day if elected, although he has
not said how. During his debate with Vice

President Kamala Harris, he twice refused
to directly answer a question about wheth-
er he wanted Ukraine to win — raising con-
cerns that Kyiv would be forced to accept
unfavorable terms in any negotiations he
oversaw. In Kyiv, which comes under attack
from Russian drones near daily, 18-year-old
Viktoriia Zubrytska was pragmatic about
her expectations for the next American
president. She thinks Ukraine will be forced
to give up territory in exchange for peace
under a Trump presidency. But she said she
preferred that to what she called the false
hope that the Biden administration offered.
“We will live in a world of facts where we will
be certain on what awaits us,” said the law
student. “Certainty and objective truth is
much better than lies and life in illusions.”
According to VoteCast, 74 percent of voters
who supported Harris favored continuing
aid to Ukraine, while only 36 percent of
Trump’s voters did. AP VoteCast is a sur-
vey of the American electorate conducted
by NORC at the University of Chicago.

On the front lines in Ukraine’s eastern
Kharkiv region, Andriy, who goes by “Ro-
dych” or “Relative,” was resigned to the
fact that he has no power to influence the
American vote. “We will come up with

something” whatever happens, he said.
“We are a shield between Europe and Rus-
sia,” he added. “Other countries do not un-
derstand what is happening here, they see
it on TV and for them it is far away.”
America’s NATO allies were also closely
watching the election. France and Germa-
ny arranged a lastminute, toplevel defense
meeting Wednesday in Paris to discuss the
results, and Ukraine is likely to be central to
the meeting. The two leading powers in the
European Union provide significant support
to Ukraine to defend it against Russia’s war.
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, cit-
ing a “more aggressive Russia,” also invoked
Trump’s motto of “peace through strength.”
Rutte praised Trump for his work during his
first term to persuade countries in the alliance
to ramp up defense spending. In Moscow,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he
had no information on whether Putin plans to
congratulate Trump but emphasized that Mos-
cow views the US as an “unfriendly” country.
Peskov reaffirmed the Kremlin’s claim that
the US support for Ukraine amounted to its
involvement in the conflict, telling reporters:
“Let’s not forget that we are talking about, the
unfriendly country that is both directly and

indirectly involved in a war against our state.”

NATO chief
congratu-
lates Trump

BRUSSELS: NATO chief
Mark Rutte on Wednes-
day congratulated Donald
Trump, who has claimed
victory in the US presiden-
tial election, and said his
return to power would help
keep the alliance “strong”.
Trump, who sealed a dra-
matic comeback to power
after sweeping to victory
against Democrat Kamala
Harris, rattled NATO dur
ing the electoral campaign,
threatening not to protect
members who do not spend
enough on defence.

“His leadership will again
be key to keeping our Alli-
ance strong. I look forward
to working with him again
to advance peace through
strength through NATO,”
Rutte said on social media
X.Trump’s first term in
power was a rollercoaster
for NATO as the bulldozing
president lambasted Euro-
pean allies such as Germa-
ny for weak defence spend-
ing and reportedly even
mulled pulling Washington
out. Some NATO members
fear his second stint in of-
fice could see reduced US
commitment to European
security and an end to mil-
itary support for Ukraine,
as Trump has promised
a quick deal with Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
end the war. — Agencies

Lahore’s

AQI soars
past 1,000 to
register worst

air quality

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Residents of La-
hore continue to reel under
thick smog which pushed the
city’s air quality index (AQI)
beyond the 1,000-mark once
again, placing the metropolis
on top of the global charts
for highest air pollution level
Wednesday. Data from Swiss
air quality monitor IQAir
showed that Lahore’s AQI,
which measures a range of
pollutants, was at “hazard-
ous” 1,165 early morning.
Meanwhile, the (PM2.5) pol-
lutants — the fine particulate
matter in the air that causes
the most damage to health —
reached 125.2 times higher
than the World Health Organ-
isation’s (WHO) annual air
quality guideline value. The
AQI later dropped to 1,099,
but still within “hazardous”
zone with fluctuating figures.
The city has been witnessing
severe smog for days and had
witnessed the AQI exceeding
the threefigure mark to stand
at 1,194 earlier in the week.

Pakistani-American
Salman Bhojani
wins Texas assembly
election unopposed

No Republican ran against him,
allowing Bhojani to win unopposed

TAXAS: Pakistani-American Salman Bhojani has se-
cured a second term in the Texas State Assembly, win-
ning unopposed. Representing District 92 as a Dem-
ocrat, Bhojani hails from Karachi. He first assumed
office on January 10, 2023. In the 2022 election, Bhoja-
ni defeated Republican opponent Joe Livingston, secur-
ing 20,182 votes to Livingston's 14,610. This year, he
ran unopposed within his party, potentially due to his
prior successful performance. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Texas in Dallas with a law degree from South-
ern Methodist University, Bhojani’s career includes
roles as an attorney and city council member. - DNA

TAPI gas project
not sustainable
for Pakistan

"Without India, Pakistan would have
to give a transit fee of $500 million
per annum apart from gas price"

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Japan has decided to
provide grant assistance up to USD 194,493 (equivalent to
around PKR 54 million) in total to three local NGOs for devel-
opment projects in Pakistan. The grant contracts were signed
between His Excellency, Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambassador
of Japan to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and representa-

MONITORING REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s top functionaries are pondering on
quitting $10 billion 1,849km Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pa-
kistan-India (TAPI) gas line project if India does not want
to become a part of it, officials said. The trans-nation pro-
ject without India would become TAP, which will not be
sustainable for Pakistan anymore. Officials said,
the top men of Petroleum Division sensitised the [General
Headquarters] GHQ some days back, informing them India’s
response is extremely lukewarm towards the project. With-
out India, Pakistan would have to give a transit fee of $500
million per annum apart from gas price of $7.5 per mmbtu.”

tives of the three NGOs at the Embassy of Japan in Islamabad
on November 6, 2024. The three NGOs that will implement
the projects are (1) Friends Welfare Association (2) Al Kh-
idmat Foundation Pakistan and (3) Al Mezan Islamic Model
Secondary School. Friends Welfare Association will receive a
USD 59,764 grant (equivalent to around PKR 16.64 million)
to build a new water scheme in one of the most underde-
veloped areas of Mansehra District. The project will benefit
6, OOO people or around 895 households of the area. The pro-
ject is related to the provision of clean drinking water
to the people of that area by constructing water tanks
and establishing water supply lines. This is expected
to free women and children from the labor of fetching
water. Al Mezan Islamic Model Secondary School will
receive a USD 64,528 grant (equivalent to around
PKR 17.87 million) to build a road with its supporting
bridges over a big water channel which will provide a
safe way to the school children to reach their schools.
The project will benefit 2,540 people or around 300
households of the area by providing them a safe access
to travel main city, markets and hospitals. Al Khidmat
% Foundation Pakistan will receive a USD 70,201 grant
(equivalent to around PKR 19.5 million) to implement
a project related to the provision of clean drinking
water to the people of an industrial area, Faisalabad.
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