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‘Honour financial pledges’

No real resilience
sans climate justice,

Shehbaz tells COP29

“Pakistan needs international support to deliver climate
ambitions,” says Premier Shehbaz, calling for grants, not loans

NEews DESK

BAKU: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has said that nations
cannot put up real resilience without climate justice, stress-
ing the need to boost climate funding for developing nations.
“As the minus-one emitters, we should not brave the impact
of immissions realised by others without even the tools to
finance resilience. Without climate justice, there can be no
real resilience,” the premier told the COP29 Climate Action
Summit, taking place in Baku, Azerbaijan on Wednesday.
Nearly 200 nations are negotiating global action on climate
change at the summit aimed at climate fundraising to help
transition to clean energy and adaptation to a warmer world.
The summit seeks to reach a deal that ensures up to tril-
lions of dollars in financing for climate projects worldwide.

PM praises
Pak-Azerbaijan
strong ties

The two leaders also exchanged
views on the escalating
situation in the Middle East

“I would not want other countries to face the plight Pakistan
faced back in 2022. Pakistan is a resilient, hard-working, and

responsible nation. We are fully committed to being part of the
global climate solutions,” PM Shehbaz said. He added that
the incumbent government in the country has taken concrete
actions to deliver on its commitment to producing 60% of all
energy from clean sources and shifting 30% of our vehicles to
electric vehicles (EVs) by the end of this decade.

At the same time, Pakistan is going to go through a renewable
energy revolution, he added. The premier told the summit
that last year, Pakistan presented a comprehensive national
adaptation plan and developed its carbon market framework
by 2024. He, however, underscored that the country can-
not reach the goal on its own and needs international sup-
port to deliver on its climate ambitions. PM Shehbaz said
that the developing countries will need an estimated $6.8
trillion by 2030 to implement less than half of their current
NDCs. The same goes for adaptation and loss and damage.
“In COP27, Pakistan led this phenomenon. I strongly feel
that climate finance must be grant-based and not add to the
debt burden of developing countries. Finally, two years ago,

Continued on Page 06
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PTI politics
only revolves
around chaos

Says no one would
be allowed to create
anarchy on the pretext
of peaceful protest.

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: Punjab Informa-
tion Minister Azma Bokhari
has berated the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) saying
their politics worsened than
In her statement, she said
that the PTI politics only re-
volved around chaos, prop-
aganda, protests and sit-in,
nothing productive. Whole
gang of PTI caught red-hand-
ed in a robbery who used
to accuse others of theft,
Bokhari lambasted. Azma
Bokhari asserted that their
children were living a luxuri-
ous life in London but they
were making public victims
for the sake of power. Pun-
jab CM Maryam Nawaz had
been taking revolutionary
measures and projects and
providing relief to all class-
es, Bokhari highlighted.

Govt has
spread hatred
among people

Says businesses are already
on the brink of collapse

MEenTaB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: Awami Mus-
lim League chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed on Wednesday
criticised the government for
spreading sorrow and hatred
among the people. Speaking
to media outside the sessions
court, Rashid said that busi-
nesses were already on the
brink of collapse, and now,
due to smog, daily life had
come to a standstill. He add-
ed that the rulers had no idea
of the hardships the poor
were enduring. He stressed
that the government had only
caused further distress and
division among the people.
The former interior minister
also commented that Nawaz
Sharif was hit with eggs and
tomatoes. “Should the public
throw you roses instead?”

DNA

BAKU: Meeting of the Prime Minister of Pakistan
with the President of Azerbaijan on the sidelines
of the World Leaders Climate Action Summit (COP-
29) Baku, Azerbaijan On the sidelines of the World
Leaders Climate Action Summit (COP-29), Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif held a produc-
tive bilateral meeting with H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev,
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif congratulated President Aliyev
on successful holding of the World Leaders Climate
Action Summit in Baku, Azerbaijan. He commend-
ed President Aliyev’s vision and commitment to
enhance international cooperation to address chal-
lenges posed by climate change. The Prime Minis-
ter assured him that Pakistan being itself among
the most affected countries due to climate change
despite its negligible contributions, is commit-
ted to work with Azerbaijan and the international
community on climate change related challenges.

Continued on Page 06

Vision of digital tax environment

FBR introduces new
payment creation system

ePayment 2.0 marks a significant advancement in revenue
management, covering a wide range of taxes, including Income
Tax, Sales Tax, Federal Excise Duty, and Withholding Taxes

MEenTAB PIrRZADA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
on Wednesday introduced the New Payment
Creation System, namely ePayment 2.0, avail-
able within the IRIS 2.0 portal, an advanced
platform designed to simplify tax payment pro-
cesses for taxpayers across Pakistan. In line
with the vision of the government to modernize
Pakistan’s tax infrastructure, FBR is reinforcing
its commitment to advancing tax administra-
tion and enhancing revenue collection through
advanced digital solutions, said a news release.
This innovative system enables secure, efficient,
and userfriendly online payments, accessible di-
rectly from taxpayers’ bank accounts via internet
banking, ATMs, and mobile banking, eliminating
the need for physical bank visits. ePayment 2.0
marks a significant advancement in revenue man-
agement, covering a wide range of taxes, includ-
ing Income Tax, Sales Tax, Federal Excise Duty,
and Withholding Taxes. Earlier, taxpayers used a

Continued on Page 06

Constitutional
bench to hear
18 cases today

While 16 cases are
slated for Nov 15

SpeEciAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday released the cause list of cases
which will be heard by the recently estab-
lished constitutionalbenchonNovember 14
and 15. Earlier, the SC constituted a three-
judge committee to fix cases, issue court
rosters, form benches, and decide weekly
caseload for its recently established consti-
tutional bench. SC on Tuesday announced
that the constitutional bench will start

Continued on Page 06
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‘Welcome back’

Trump meets
Biden at
Whiie House

Biden promised
Trump a smooth
transition of power
and to do all he could

AGENCIES

WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump
returned to the White
House on Wednesday for
the first time since winning
last week’s election and sat
down for talks about the
looming transfer of power
with longtime political rival
President Joe Biden. “Wel-
come, welcome back,” Bid-
en told Trump at the start
of their meeting in front of a
roaring fireplace. He prom-
ised Trump a smooth tran-
sition of power and to do

Continued on Page 06

Petroleum

prices expected
to ‘rise’
Petrol price may rise by

Rs2.58 per litre, claim
oil companies’ insiders

NAzIr SiyAL

KARACHI: The price of pe-
troleum products is expect-
ed to increase by Rsb5.50,
sources within the oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs)
said on Wednesday. The
federal government will
announce the new pric-
es on November 15, two
days from now, and the
fresh rates will come into
effect the very next day.
Carting sources a private
news channel reported that
the price of petrol could

Continued on Page 06

Inspector Royal Moroccan Air Force calls on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
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BAKU: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev

on the sidelines of COP29 Climate Action. — DNA

‘March to Islamabad’

Imran gives ‘final
call’ to supporters

on November 24

“PTI founder has stressed that
party s entire leadership will be
part of march,” says Imran's lawyer

Kuayam ABBASI

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan has called on
his supporters to march to Islamabad on
November 24, his lawyer and sister said
on Wednesday. Talking to reporters in
Rawalpindi, lawyer Faisal Chaudhry said:
“Imran Khan says this is the final call for a
[anti-government] protest. The PTI founder
has stressed that the party’s entire leader-
ship will be part of the march.” The protest
will not only take place in Islamabad, but
throughout Pakistan and across the world
where Imran’s supporters are present,
Chaudhry said. The lawyer said that the
party founder had also formed a commit-
tee for the march and asked not to reveal
the names of those who are part of it as
Imran fears they’ll be arrested. All party
leaders are aware of their responsibilities,
the lawyer said, adding that the committee
would have the authority to call off the pro-
test — ensuring that no single person calls

Continued on Page 06

Will not return
until demands are
met: Gandapur

Preparations are still ongoing,
and this time, they will
ensure everything goes as
planned, says Gandapur

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur has
stated that the preparations for the
protest are already complete, and they
will not return until their demands are
met. Speaking to the media in Pesha-
war, when asked about Aleema Khan’s
announcement of a rally, Gandapur
replied that their preparations

Continued on Page 06

SERENA HOTELS

Experience Autumn’s
Magic 1n Gilgit-Baltistan

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Inspector Royal Mo-
roccan Air Force, Major General
Mohammed Gadih Wednesday called
on Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu
at Air Headquarters, Islamabad, said
a statement issued by Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR). The meet-
ing covered a wide array of matters
related to military cooperation, joint

training and collaboration in the in-
dustrial domain. On his arrival, a
smartly turned out contingent of Pa-
kistan Air Force presented Guard of
Honour to Major General Mohammed
Gadih. During the meeting, Chief of
the Air Staff conveyed his warm wish-
es to Inspector Royal Moroccan Air
Force on his maiden visit to Pakistan.
The Air Chief highlighted that both
brotherly countries enjoy long-stand-
ing historical ties and reiterated his
resolve to strengthen military part-

nership through full collaboration in
joint training initiatives in the entire
spectrum of air power application,
which will include basic and tactical
level training for Moroccan Air Force
personnel. Both the dignitaries ex-
pressed a deep desire to consolidate
the existing ties focusing on collabora-
tive training programs, joint military
exercises and industrial cooperation.

Major General Mohammed Gadih laud-
ed the technological advancement of
Pakistan Air Force and expressed the
desire of Moroccan Air Force to learn
from aerospace industrial strides of
the Pakistan Air Force in order to en-
hance its operational capabilities. He
conveyed his admiration for the state
of the art technological ecosystem wit-
nessed during his visit to the National
Aerospace Science & Technology Park
and shared his deep interest in explor-
ing avenues of collaboration in the
industrial domain. The dignitary also
visited various installations and tech-
nological infrastructure established at
Air Headquarters, Islamabad including
National ISR & Integrated Air Opera-
tions Centre and PAF Cyber Command.
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Efforts afoot to
highlight KP’s issues
in SIFC: Kundi

Governor Kundi also mentioned his efforts to strengthen ties be-
tween traders from Saudi Arabia and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as well
as explore opportunities for business growth with Tajikistan

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi, on
Wednesday said that efforts are under-
way to highlight the issues of the prov-
ince especially of southern districts in
Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) regarding trade and business.

He expressed these views during a
meeting with a delegation from the
Kohat Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, led by the chamber’s president
and Vice President of the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI), Rashid Ahmad
Pracha. During the discussion, the
Governor emphasized the importance
of the business community in fostering
trade and industrial growth in the re-
gion. He highlighted that the Federal
Government had allocated funds for
the establishment of an Expo Center
by the Trade Development Authority
in Peshawar, which is expected to be
completed soon. Additionally, the Fed-
eral Minister for Information has ap-

proved the establishment of a hall for
cultural activities, which will further
promote the province’s heritage and
activities. Governor Kundi also men-
tioned his efforts to strengthen ties
between traders from Saudi Arabia
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as well as
explore opportunities for business
growth with Tajikistan. He pointed
out that there are seven trade routes
between Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Central Asia, and if these routes are
restored, they could significantly
change the province’s economic out-
look. The delegation also highlighted
the increasing interest in setting up
factories in Kohat and other south-
ern districts of the province, howev-
er, they raised concerns about the
lack of institutional support, inade-
quate facilities, and poor connectiv-
ity, which remain significant obsta-
cles for investors. Sectors such as
the Babri Cotton Mills in Kohat and
businesses in Dara Adam Khel, rep-

resented by Sikandar Quli Khan and
Haji Bazgul Afridi, shared their chal-
lenges during the meeting. The dele-
gation requested the Governor to for-
ward their recommendations for the
establishment of a SMEDA office in
Kohat, reduction in electricity tariffs,
and other facilities and incentives to
the relevant authorities. In response,
Governor Kundi assured the delega-
tion of his full support and commit-
ment to resolving the issues, saying
that the federal government is also
serious about promoting trade and
industry. He said that international
institutions have acknowledged the
improving economic situation in Pa-
kistan.

The meeting concluded with the del-
egation thanking the Governor for
his assurances of cooperation and
expressing hope that the discussions
would yield positive results for the
province’s industrial and commercial
development.

ICCI to launch varsity

—

ISLAMABAD: Nov13-Wife of Ambassador of Japan in Islamabad, celebrate during annual Lok
Mela, at Lok Virsa, in the Federal Capital.

KP CM participate
in BISE ceremony

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin Khan Gandapur
on Wednesday visited the Board of In-
termediate and Secondary Education
(BISE) Peshawar Board, accompanied
by Provincial Minister for Education,
Faisal Khan Tarakai, and other officials.
During the visit, the Chief Minister
inaugurated a newly constructed gym-

nasium at the Peshawar Board, which
has been built at a cost of PKR 160
million. The gymnasium is equipped
with various sports facilities, includ-
ing boxing, karate, taekwondo, table
tennis, bodybuilding, fitness gym, and
wrestling. This state-ofthe-art facility
will benefit students, teachers, staff,
and the local community. It will also

host competitions between various
colleges and boards. Furthermore, the
Chief Minister attended the prize dis-
tribution ceremony for the All Pakistan
Inter-Boards Girls Cricket and Tennis
Competitions. The competitions, which
began on November 9, concluded to-
day, November 13. Teams from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and various boards from
across the country participated. In the
tennis competition, five boards—Lahore,
Mardan, Faisalabad, Peshawar, and
Punjab Board of Technical Education
Lahore competed. Lahore Board se-
cured the first position, Mardan Board
came second while Peshawar Board
and PBTE Lahore shared third place.

upperregions
to Improve air
quality

ISLAMABAD :After the pro-
longed poor air quality due
to persistent smog, the
country’s upper regions
are anticipated to receive
rainfall beginning from No-
vember 14 as per Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) forecast. This
rain is expected to reduce
foggy conditions and offer
significant improvement to
air quality levels, providing
relief to the citizens. ith
pollution levels remaining
a pressing concern, it is
hoped that the forecasted
precipitation will aid in
clearing pollutants from the
air. As per PMD'’s forecast,
rain-wind/thunderstorm
with snowfall over moun-
tains predicted in upper
parts from November 14
(evening/night) to 16th No-
vember (morning), 2024.
A frontal weather system
is likely to approach upper
parts of the country on No-
vember 14(evening). Un-
der the influence of these
weather systems, rain-
wind/thunderstorm  with
snowfall over mountains
are expected in Chitral,
Dir, Swat, Kohistan, Shang-
la, Battagram, Manseh-
ra, Abbottabad, Haripur,
Buner, Malakand, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber, Swa-
bi, Nowshera, Mardan,

Charsadda, Kurram,
Orakzai, Kohat, Murree
and Galliyat. Rain-wind/

thunderstorm with snow-
fall over mountains are
likely in Kashmir including
Neelum valley, Muzaffara-
bad, Rawalakot, Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Havel,
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber,
Mirpur and Gilgit-Baltistan
including Diamir, Astore,
Skardu, Gilgit, Hunza,
Ghanche, Shigar from No-
vember 14th  (evening/
night) to November 16
(afternoon). Light rain-
wind/thunderstorm is also
expected in Islamabad/
Rawalpindi, Attock, Chak-
wal, Talagang, Jhelum, Pe-
shawar, Hangu, Bannu, Lak-
ki Marwat, Waziristan, Dera
Ismail Khan, Faisalabad, Gu-
jranwala, Lahore, Mianwali,
Khushab, Sargodha on No-
vember 14 (evening/night)
and November 15. —APP

students’ competition to
foster entrepreneurship

ber of Commerce & Industry

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) and the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Abdul Rauf
Alam, has described the Is-
lamabad Chamber as an apex
body dedicated to uniting the
business community in order
to address its challenges and
economic development. He
made these remarks during
his address at the Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, while leading
a large delegation of the
Traders Welfare Association
(TWA) Super Market, which
visited the Chamber to con-
gratulate its newly elected

office bearers on Wednes-
day. He emphasized the
importance of strong con-
nectivity with the Chamber
and unity among members
for the timely resolution of
issues related to the Capital
Development Authority and
other relevant departments.
Nasir Mansoor Qureshi, Pres-
ident of the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try, underscored the vital role
that the business community
plays in driving economic activ-
ity and generating revenue for
infrastructure  development.
He expressed his determina-
tion to strengthen relation-
ships with government depart-
ments and organizations to
tackle trade and industry chal-

W e

lenges, create opportunities
for international investment,
and connect local businesses
with global markets. Qureshi
informed attendees that the
Chamber is working diligently
to promote linkages between
business and academia. In the
near future, it will organize an
event competition for finalyear
BBA students to encourage
them to showcase their po-
tential for the enhancement
of business activities in the
region. He assured the dele-
gation that the issues they face
would be raised at appropriate
forums with full commitment
to finding solutions and cre-
ating a more costeffective,
businessfriendly  environ-
ment.—APP

World Diabetes
Day to be
observed today

The theme for WDD changes annual-
ly, often emphasizing crucial aspects
like diet, exercise, mental health,
or healthcare accessibility for

those affected by diabetes

ISLAMABAD: World Diabetes Day (WDD) will be observed
globally on Thursday to raise awareness about diabetes, a
chronic condition affecting millions and advocating for equi-
table access to comprehensive, affordable, and high-quality
care for all individuals diagnosed with diabetes. World Dia-
betes Day, observed on November 14 each year, has this
year’s theme, “Breaking Barriers, Bridging Gaps.” It aims to
promote equal access to quality care, reduce diabetes risks,
and ensure comprehensive, affordable treatment for all those
affected by diabetes. The day marks the world’s largest diabe-
tes awareness campaign reaching a global audience of over
1 billion people in over 160 countries. The theme for WDD
changes annually, often emphasizing crucial aspects like diet,
exercise, mental health, or healthcare accessibility for those
affected by diabetes. WDD, created in 1991 by the Interna-
tional Diabetes Federation (IDF) and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), was established in response to growing
global concerns about diabetes. In 2006, the United Nations
officially recognized it as a global health threat. November 14
was chosen to honor the birthday of Sir Frederick Banting,
who, alongside Charles Best, discovered insulin in 1921, trans-
forming diabetes from a fatal disease into a manageable con-
dition. WDD emphasizes the importance of early diagnosis,
proper care, and lifestyle changes in managing the condition.
WDD also serves as a platform for health organizations.—APP

Chairman CDA chairs meeting

to discuss various agenda items

The 16th CDA Board meeting also approved the
Rehabilitation Regulations 2024. Under these regulations,
only financial compensation will be given for acquisition of

land and build up properties (BUPs)

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The 16th
meeting of the CDA Board
was held on Wednesday
at the CDA Headquarters
under the chairmanship of
Chairman CDA, Muham-
mad Ali Randhawa. The
meeting was attended by
the Members of the CDA
Board and the relevant
officers. During the meet-
ing, various agenda items
were discussed, and sev-
eral decisions were taken

in this regard. The CDA
Board meeting decided to
fully activate the Capital
Emergency Services. Fur-
thermore, it was decided
that the Directorates of
Emergency and Disaster
Management and 1122
cares will function under
the Director General of
Capital Emergency Ser-
vices. Furthermore, it
was also decided to hire
well trained and skilled
personnels on a contract
basis for the Capital

Emergency Services.
During the meeting,
Chairman CDA stated
that the process of pro-
motion for the officers
and employees of CDA
need to be expedited,
and those who are eligi-
ble for promotion, their
cases should be consid-
ered for promotion.

The CDA Board also de-
cided that cyber security
firm will be engaged un-
der a running contract
to safeguard digital in-

Govt to
setup four
centre of
excellence

for special
children

MULTAN: Punjab govern-
frastructure and servic- | ment has decided to launch
es. Moreover, requisite | an initiative to bolster
human resources will be | special education servic-
placed under Technology | es in Multan Division by
and Digitalization Wing | establishing four Centers

to further technically
strengthen it. The 16th
CDA Board meeting also
approved the Rehabilita-
tion Regulations 2024.
Under these regulations,
only financial compen-
sation will be given for
acquisition of land and
build up  properties
(BUPs)

ISLAMABAD: A significant
two-day Tripartite National
Labor Conference, co-host-
ed by the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
Geneva and Pakistan’s
Federal Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development,
concluded with a strong
emphasis on occupational
safety and health (OSH)
standards. The conference
brought together govern-
ment officials, employers,
and labor unions from
across Pakistan to discuss
and address critical labor is-
sues. On the final day of the
conference, Mian Akram
Farid, Chairman of the
Central Employers Federa-
tion of Pakistan (EFP), for-
mer Senior Vice President
of Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce &

Industry (FPCCI) , and for-
mer President of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (ICCI), delivered
a keynote address. Focus-
ing on the implementation
of international labor laws,
particularly  occupational
safety and health (OSH)
standards, in Pakistan’s
industries, he noted that
according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics, there
are approximately 445,500
large and small factories in
Pakistan contributing 64%
to the country’s GDP. He
highlighted the significant
progress made in recent
years in aligning Pakistan’s
industries with ILO occu-
pational safety and health
(OSH) labor standards.
However, he also pointed
out instances where work-
ers have been negligent in

using safety equipment pro-
vided by employers, leading
to accidents. To address
this, he emphasized the
importance of regular safety
training for workers. Recog-
nizing the challenging work-
ing conditions, especially in
industries like steel mills,
he commended the workers
who operate in extreme tem-
peratures. Regarding envi-
ronmental concerns, Akram
discussed the issue of air pol
lution caused by industrial ac-
tivities in Islamabad. He com-
mended the government’s
efforts and Supreme Courts
orders to control carbon emis-
sions and transform the city
into a zero-carbon zone. The
government has implement-
ed strict monitoring systems,
including 24/7 camera surveik
lance, to ensure that factories
comply with environmental

regulations. Moreover, the
sale of carbon credits has
generated millions of reve-
nue. Akram expressed grat-
itude to Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development,
Chaudhry Salik Hussain,
for his instrumental role in
organizing the Tripartite
National Labor Conference
after a long hiatus. He also
thanked the Federal Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis
and Human Resource De-
velopment, and the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
(ILO) Geneva for their con-
tributions. The ILO’s role in
supporting Pakistan’s labor
sector was highlighted, with
representatives from the or-
ganization expressing their
commitment to continued
collaboration. Special guest,
ILO Assistant Director-Gen-

eral, Geneva, Hao Bin,
thanked the Government
of Pakistan for hosting the
conference and expressed
hope for its continuation
in the future. Vera Louisia,
Director Governance and
Tripartism Department an-
other key figure at the ILO,
highlighted the importance
of social dialogue between
employers and workers,
stating that it is crucial for re-
solving disputes and creating
a positive work environment.
Joaquin Pintado Nunes, ILO
Branch Chief for Occupation-
al Safety and Health (OSH),

Geneva, presented com-
prehensive  ILO-designed
projects and  programs

aimed at helping develop-
ing countries, particularly
Pakistan, create ideal
workplaces and improve
workplace safety.—APP

of Excellence for special
children. This major step,
aiming to enhance educa-
tional and rehabilitation fa-
cilities for special children,
reflects a focused commit-
ment to making them active
and productive members
of society. Commissioner
Multan Division, Maryam
Khan, chaired a meeting
to assess the progress and
performance of the special
education and social wel-
fare departments.

She stressed the urgency
of timely completion, urg-
ing all relevant officials to
expedite the development
of these Centers of Excel-
lence to ensure their swift
operationalization. In the
meeting, Deputy Commis-
sioner Wasim Hamid Sind-
hu and deputy commission-
ers from all four districts,
including Vehari, Khanew-
al, and Lodhran, present-
ed a detailed briefing on
the status and planning of
these projects. Emphasiz-
ing the importance of these
centers, Commissioner
Khan remarked, “Rehabil-
itation of special children
and enabling them to be-
come productive citizens is
the state’s responsibility.”
In another development,
Commissioner Maryam
Khan highlighted the So-
cial Welfare Department’s
newly launched “Dhee Rani
Program,” a welfare initi-
ative aimed at supporting
thousands of families.—APP
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Request for Quotation
PURCHASE OF BATHYMETRIC SURVEY EQUIPMENT ALONG-WITH STANDARD
ACCESSORIES FOR SURVEY RESIDENCY OF TARBELA DAM PROJECT

WAPDA invites sealed quotations from the authorized manufacturers/suppliers/
vendors etc. duly registered with FBR as acfive taxpayer and other relevant
authorities within Pakistan for purchase of Bathymetric Survey Equipment zlong-
with accessories.
Technical Specifications
Parameters

;Speciﬂcatcn

Dual Channel, Hydrographic Single Beam
echosounder with 02 channels.
Operating Frequency |10kHz to 250kHz

Resclution 1cm

1em+10.1% of depth at 200kHz

Echosounder

Accuracy 10cm+/0.1% of depth at 33kHz
|18cm+0.1% of depth at 12kHz
Max ping rate |50Hz
200kHz 0.5to 250m
Depth Range 33Hz 1.0to 1,000m
|12kHz  3.010 1,000m
Output Power Typical max output power vanes between 1 and

|3kw, depending on transducer.
21012, 210kHz 7° 10 8°

Transducer for Sounding OR 22

<

Survey 200/33, 200kHz 5° to 7°
33kH2£3_‘_

Transducer pole with brackets |
to be fitted on survey boats
Input Power

Weight

Standard size

[10-30VDC, 100-230VAC, max 50W
|56 kg.

3x senal interface (RS232)
Input: GPS position and time, heave, mofion,
heading
Qutput: depth

1x Ethernet LAN interface (full communication
interface)

1x sync connector (with external trigger and
sync pulse out)
Environmental conditions and .

o Temperature -30°C to +50°C

Ingress protection

Inferface

'Laptop (Latest Generation) along-with accessones
1-Getac+1TB G3-2 Professional survey
Ruggedized laptop or equivalent from Authorized
dealer.

Data Processing Software for Post processing of
survey data with Software upgrade facility free of
cost for 05 years.

|All necessary cables / fitting etc.

Accessones

After Sale Service

For better performance, accuracy and reliability Bathymetric Survey Equipment
and professional series accessories must be quoted from same brand. After sale
service/ adjustment | calibration /software update facility in supplier premises is
mandatory. A certificate regarding the fact that the supplier is also an authorized
dealer of the quoted brand in Pakistan will be provided along-with relevant
documents. Necessary training of operation and maintenance shall be imparted at
site i.e. Tarbela Dam Project, by supplier technical team.

Terms & Conditions:

1. Delivery Schedule: Within maximum of 90-days affer issuance of Supply /
Purchase Order complete in all respects.

2. Delay Damages @ 5% per month subject to a maximum of ten percent (10%) of
unsupported materials by the Consignee.

Method of Payment:

(@) Bidder will be entfitied to 100% payment against supply on production of bill
along-with sales tax invoice duly supported by the following documents:

i) Bill in triplicate.

ii) Warranty Certificate

iii) Delivery Challan

i) Acceptance Certificate by Supenintending Engineer (Survey &Hydrology) TDP
WAPDA Tarbela)

V) All relevant documents.

Warranty:

The Supplier will fumish a Warranty Certificate, certifying that the goods supplied
confirm exactly to the specifications as laid down in Purchase Order and are brand
new and that in event of the material being found defective or not conforming to the
specifications [ particulars governing the supply at the time of delivery, you will be
held responsible for all losses and that the unacceptable goods shall be substituted
with acceptable goods at your expense and cost.

3. Inspection prior to delivery of Goods and final acceptance are as follows:

a. Inspection at Harbour site and Testing in Tarbela reservoir.

4. Place of Quotation Submission/Opening: O/o CE/PD T5HP, Tarbela Dam
Project, Tehsil Ghazi, District Haripur

5. Place of Delivery for Equipment: Office of Superintending Engineer
(Survey and Hydrology), Tarbela Dam Project, Tehsil Ghazi, Distt. Haripur.
6. Quotations can be submitted by post or in person indicating Terms & Conditions
Technical Specifications, Unit Cost including freight and all taxes up fill the
destination, Delivery Schedule and Valiity of Quotation (minimum 90 days),
7. The complete quotation (all items shall be quoted) along with the brochure be
submitted not later than 10.12.2024 at 1100 hrs in a sealed envelope indicating
“Quotation for Purchase of Bathymetnc Survey Equipment along-with above
mentioned standard Accessories for Survey & Hydrology Residency, Tarbela Dam
Project, WAPDA”, The Quotation will be opened in presence of Bidders who choose
to aftend on 10.12.2024 at 1130 hrs.

8. All items mentioned shall be quoted; parfial quotations will not be accepted.
Electronic Quotations are not allowed.

9. The evaluation of the quotations received shall be carried out in accordance with
the Warld Bank Procurement Guidelines for shopping in this regard. The terms and
conditions of the accepted offer shall be included in the Supply/Purchase Order.

10. Seftiement of Dispute: The Purchaser and the Supplier shall make every effort
to resolve amicably by direct informal negotiaion any disagreement or dispute
arising between them. In case of dispute between parties, the matter will be referred
to arbitrator/consumer courts.

Chief Engineer/Project Director,
Tarbela 5th Ext. Hydropower Project

Phone: 0995 350004, Email: pd.tShpp@yahoo.com
This notice is also available at PPRA Website: www.ppra.org.pk

PIDIL)1336/24  Website: www.wapda.gov.pk PRO(LYWAPDA/163(2024-25)
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

NOVEMBER

Nov 01/Algeria
National Day

Nov 04/Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07/Russian Feder-
ation
Socialist Revolution

Nov 09/Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11/Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14/Jordan
Birthday of King
Hussein

Nov 15/Belgium
Kings Day

Nov 15/Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15/Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus
National Day

Nov 18/Oman
National Day

Nov 18/Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21/Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22/Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25/Suriname
National Day
Nov 28/Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28/Albania
Flags Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel....111 133 133

':‘.: *:.
e 1!

R m e .

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

-

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance

PIA Flight Info................
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

(0. V. VO 9281092
e g i
e

EEmw et =t
!i 'n:..-'-—'! o o

Hospitals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111

MH....coveviririreenene 561116

Cantt Hospital...9270907-11

DHQ....cccoveeverene 5556311-4

RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7

Holy Family......... 9290322-7

PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

#r-_. ',r?i‘- Bix
'@ E]‘hl T
i1 L

Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA.....coeevvennes 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
. 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Japan provides 18.5m USD for
flood management enhancement

A signing ceremony for the assistance was held at the Ministry of Economic Affairs in Islamabad. H.E.
Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of Japan, Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs,
and other officials from both countries attended thls ceremony

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Government
of Japan has agreed to provide
new grant assistance worth
2.831 billion Japanese Yen
(equivalent to around 18.5 mil-
lion USD/ around 5.119 billion
PKR) for Flood Management
Enhancement in the Indus Ba-
On 13 November 2024, a
signing ceremony for the as-
sistance was held at the Min-
istry of Economic Affairs in
Islamabad. WADA Mitsuhiro,
Ambassador of Japan, Dr. Ka-
zim Niaz, Secretary, Ministry
of Economic Affairs, and other
officials from both countries
attended this ceremony.
experienced
the most devastating flood in
the country’s history. In re-
Government of
Japan has been dedicated to
providing necessary assistance
to support Pakistan’s recovery
efforts.

sin.

2022, Pakistan

sponse, the

and reconstruction

In

This assistance will fund the
construction of three embank-
ments on the Indus River in
Haripur district, KP, and in-
stall water and rain meters at
45 sites along the river in KP
and Punjab. The three embank-
ments will protect local com-
munities from potential human
and economic losses due to
flooding and data from the wa-
ter and rain meters, managed
by FFC and WAPDA, will be
shared with various agencies
to help predict and manage
potential possible floods.This
project incorporates the con-
cept of “Build Back Better”,
which the Government of Pa-
kistan strongly emphasizes.
In the signing ceremony, H.E.
Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro stated,
“ 1 hope this project will pro-
vide reassurance to the people
of Pakistan regarding possible
future floods. Japan remains
committed to providing assis-
tance that will directly benefits
vulnerable people in Pakistan.”

Rana

for exploiting

olive potential to cut
edible oil imports

Tanveer said that Pakistan currently imports 70-80% of edible oil,
which is then processed into unhealthy ghee while in contrast, olive

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
National Food and Securi-
ty Rana Tanveer here on
Wednesday stressed the
need for exploit the poten-
tial of olive oil production
and reduce dependence on
edible oil imports. Speaking
at Olive Summit 2024, the
minister emphasized the
country’s vast potential for
olive sector, urging the need
of processing, packaging, and
marketing to attract custom-
ers. The minister said that
research was crucial to the

growth of any sector, so for
developing the agricultural
sector, there is a need to un-
dertake research to enhance
its development. Tanveer
said that Pakistan currently
imports 70-80% of edible oil,
which is then processed into
unhealthy ghee while in con-
trast, olive oil offers numer-
ous health benefits.

With Pakistan’s current reli-
ance on imported edible oil,
the minister stressed the
need for a sustainable substi-
tute, highlighting the poten-

oil offers numerous health benefits

tial for olive oil production
to meet local demands and
drive exports. “As we hear
the word export the gov-
ernment becomes excited
because we want to enhance
our export “, he added. He
praised the efforts of Dr. Tariq
and Azmat Awan, two govern-
ment officials driving the olive
sector’s development. Paki-
stan’s olive sector is poised
to significant growth, with
Rana Tanveer outlining ambi-
tious plans to transform the
country into a major player

in the global market. The Al
Baraka Pakistan Olive Sum-
mit 2024 brought together
key national and interna-
tional experts, policymak-
ers, and industry leaders
to advance Pakistan’s olive
industry. Under the theme
“Developing a Safe, Sus-
tainable & Ready-to-Export
Supply Chain of the Olive
Sector,” the summit empha-
sized Pakistan’s potential
to emerge as a significant
player in the global olive
market.—DNA

SZABIST announces ZAB
Artificial Intelligence CUP 2024

DNA

ISLAMABAD:The De-
partment of Robotics and
Artificial Intelligence at
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhu-
tto Institute of Science
and Technology (ZABIST)
has announced the 2nd
ZAB Artificial Intelligence
Cup competition, taking
place on December 18
and 19. This prestigious
competition aims to bring
together Al enthusiasts
from various universities

who are pursuing BS,
MS, and PhD degrees in
computing and related
fields. This two-day event
will bring together some
of the brightest students
from across Pakistan, giv-
ing them the chance to
showcase their expertise
in Machine Learning (ML)
and Deep Learning (DL).
According to an official of
the university, the chal-
lenge will involve imple-
menting ML/DL models
to achieve high accuracy
on provided datasets.
The teams consisting of

two students each may
participate. The intending
participants can register
through filling out the reg-
istration form available.
The deadline for on-spot
registration is November
29. The exciting prizes
and souvenirs will be giv-
en to the top three per-
forming teams.
Participants, organized
in teams of two, will tack-
le complex datasets and
build ML/DL models to
achieve high accuracy
within a timed, three-hour
contest session. This chal-

lenging format is designed
to foster innovation, team-
work, and practical prob-
lem-solving skills in re-
al-world AI applications.

The competition offers
significant incentives
for the top three teams
including Rs. Rs 50,000,
Rs. 30,000 and Rs.
20,000 for the top three
winners respectively.
The students can contact
the focal person, Saad
Irfan Khan through his
email: saad.khan@sza-
bist-ish.edu.pk for more
details.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Isphanyar Bhandara has assumed office as Parliamenta-
ry Secretary of SAFRON Ministry in Pakistan Secretariat Islamabad. A
briefing from the Secretary Mr. Zafar Hassan attended was given to the
Secretary. The meeting waw also attended by JS’s, DS’s, SO’s and desig-
nated ministerial staff to the honorable Parliamentary Secretary. DNA

Motorbikes, three-wheelers
sale increases 23.42%

ISLAMABAD: The sale of motorbikes and three-wheelers in the country has witnessed an
increase of 23.42 per cent during the first four months of the current fiscal year (2024-25)
as compared to sales of the corresponding months of the last year. During the months
under review, as many as 457,880 motorbikes and three-wheelers were sold against the
sale of 370,966 units in July-October (2023-24), according to the Pakistan Automobile
Manufacturing Association (PAMA). The sale of Honda motorcycles surged by 19.83 per
cent from 322,260 units to 386,170 units whereas the sale of Suzuki motorcycles also rose
by 49.74 per cent from 4,995 units to 7,480 units during the months under review.—APP

Govt
committed
to
transforming
Pakistan
into cashless
economy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The gov-
ernment, following the
Prime Minister’s vision,
is dedicated to trans-
forming Pakistan into a
cashless economy. An of-
ficial from the Ministry of
Information Technology
said that steps are being
taken to promote digi-
tal payments across the
country, recognizing their
crucial role in enhancing
economic growth and ef-
ficiency. He said that Pa-
kistan has embarked on
a journey of national dig-
itization. Prime Minister
has directed the establish-
ment of a National Digital
Commission and Pakistan
Digital Authority, which
will soon be legislated,
the official added. The
goal is to promote digiti-
zation across economic,
governance, and social
sectors in Pakistan.

Draft of Pakistan
Shipping Policy
2024 reviewed at
workshop

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Maritime Affairs organized a work-
shop on Wednesday in order to refurbish the draft of ‘Pakistan
Shipping Policy 2024’ as per the directions of Federal Minister
Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh. The aim of this workshop was to refine
the draft before being presented in the cabinet. This policy will
replace Pakistan Merchant Marine Policy 2001 and its amend-
ed version of 2019. Secretary Maritime Affairs Syed Zafar Ali
Shah, chairperson of port authorities, senior officials of min-
istry of maritime affairs and stakeholders from private sector
participated in this workshop. The secretary of Maritime Af-
fairs while giving the opening remarks said that the Shipping
Policy 2024 had been drafted in accordance with the standards
and rules of the International Maritime Organization. Later, the
Deputy Secretary presented the important points of draft be-
fore the participants. All the participants thoroughly reviewed
the policy and expressed satisfaction with almost most of its
proposals in the plenary session. The most important point of
the policy would be to make it possible by legislation to furnish
a bond of adequate amount to the owners of any registered ship
if it is detained or seized for any reason within the territorial
jurisdiction of Pakistan, and it should be within 24 hours after
taking surety bond. Moreover, the government should ensure
that if the case was settled, the bail bonds were returned within
one month. In this regard, a help desk should also be established
within the Ministry of Maritime Affairs and special courts relat-
ed to maritime affairs should also be established having powers
equal to the High Court. The draft also proposed that the newly
registered Pakistani Shipping Company will pay USD 0.75 per
gross registered tonnage for five years, while currently the
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC) is paying
USD 1 per gross registered tonnage on its revenue.
The USD 0.25 rebate to new companies is intended
to encourage domestic and national investors to show

Death
anniversary
of st
President of
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The fifty-ifth
death anniversary of the first
President of Pakistan, Isikan-
dar Mirza, is being observed
on Wednesday.

He was born in Murshi-
dabad, Bengal, on November
13, 1899. He was educated
at the University of Bombay
before attending the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst,
after military service in the
British Indian Army. He was
appointed as Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Defense
in 1942, marking the begin-
ning of his pivotal role in the
nation’s defense administra-
tion. Following Pakistan’s
independence in 1947, he
was chosen to serve as the
country’s first Secretary of
Defense.He stepped in as
Acting Governor General
when Governor General
Malik Ghulam Muhammad
fell ill on August 6, 1955. He
was being elected as the first
President of Pakistan under
the newly formed constitu-
tion on March 5, 1956. He
died of a heart attack on 13
November 1969, his 70th
birthday. Yahya Khan, the
president of Pakistan, denied
him a burial in East Pakistan.

PEIRA, NCHD
join hands
to eradicate

illiteracy

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of the Private Educational In-
stitutions Regulatory Author-
ity (PEIRA), Dr. Sayeda Zia
Batool and Director General
of the National Commission
for Human Development
(NCHD), Mr. Ali Asghar ON
Wednesday signed the Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to collaboratively ex-
tend the “Each One Teaches
One” (EOTO) initiative to
Islamabad’s private educa-
tional institutions. Accord-
ing to the detail of MoU, this
initiative, in alignment with
the Prime Minister’s Roshan
Pakistan — National Literacy
Drive, under the Education
Emergency is committed to
eradicating illiteracy across
Pakistan by engaging stu-
dents and institutions under
PEIRA’s purview. Through
this partnership, PEIRA will
facilitate and coordinate
with NCHD for the pro-
gram’s implementation in
registered private institu-
tions, contributing to the
national goal of achieving
universal literacy. This col-
laboration underscores
both organizations’ dedi-
cation to extending educa-
tional access and ensuring
quality learning opportuni-
ties in the Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory.—APP

interest in maritime industry. —DNA

Gen erul Practice
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We are proud to announce the opening of General Practice Hospital which has evolved froma
heaithcare centre into o newly expanded, 20-bed, full-service, multidisciplinary hospitol inthe
heart of Islomoboed. We now provide comprehensive, halistic, and personolized 24 hour services to

meet your healthcare needs,

We aim to establish long-term, trusting relotionships with our patients and their fomilies,

ensuring easy accessibility and continuity of care
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Briefs

NDMA to host
key panels
on gender,

climate
resilience at
COP29

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) is set
to host two crucial panel
discussions on Gender ,
Climate Change and Risk
Financing and Resilience at
the 29th Conference of the
Parties (COP 29) in Baku,
Azerbaijan, showcasing
Pakistan’s commitment to
addressing pressing climate
issues. NDMA’s participa-
tion at COP 29 highlights
Pakistan’s commitment to
tackling climate change and
strengthening  resilience
through international col-
laboration and support. Pa-
kistan, ranked as the fifth
most vulnerable country to
climate change, has faced
severe impacts, including
devastating floods, heat
waves, and droughts. The
country’s National Adapta-
tion Plan (NAP) outlines

comprehensive strategies
to enhance resilience
across various  sectors.

However, the implementa-
tion of these strategies is
hindered by financial and
technical constraints. An-
ticipatory Actions (AA),
a proactive tool for Risk-
based Financing, should be
institutionalized for climate
financing grants. This ap-
proach enables timely in-
terventions, reducing the
impact of climaterelated
disasters and enhancing
resilience in ulnerable com-
munities. In his keynote
address, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif highlighted
the significance of COP 29
for Pakistan and called for
greater international sup-
port for adaptation efforts,
stressing the need for cus-
tomized solutions to ad-
dress the unique challenges
faced by vulnerable regions
like South Asia.—APP

SME'’s role
highlighted to
keep export
industries’
supply chain
intact

ISLAMABAD: Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) of the
Pakistan Furniture Coun-
cil Mian Kashif Ashfaq on
Wednesday highlighted the
important role of Small
and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs), describing it as a
‘vital component’ to keep
intact Pakistan’s supply
chain, particularly in key
export industries like tex-
tiles, food processing, and
engineering. He said while
talking to a delegation of in-
dustrialists led Muhammad
Farhan Munir Arain, said a
news release. He pointed
out that the share of man-
ufacturing-based SMEs in
bank’s lending to the en-
tire manufacturing sector
is only 5.3 percent and a
nominal 11.5 percent in the
construction sector. This
needed to be increased
manifold to boost exports
and productivity in line
with practice in the USA
and Western countries. He
said manufacturing and con-
struction are the two larg-
est job providing sectors in
the country. He stressed ex-
pansion in e-Commerce and
IT-ES can only prove quali-
tative for economic growth
if the manufacturing sector
continues to grow simul-
taneously. For the overall
growth of the manufactur-
ing sector, he said, promot-
ing  manufacturing-based
SMEs is essential.—APP

Chinese envoy, Rector NUML
discuss research collaboration

The Ambassador expressed optimism for Pakistan’s future, citing the nation’s abundant resources,
strategic location, and youthful population. He noted the country’s recent economic progress, with
GDP growth from negative to 2.5% and a forecast of 3.2% in the coming fiscal year

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese Am-
bassador to Pakistan H.E Jiang
Zaidong today visited NUML
university and called on Rec-
tor NUML Maj Gen (r) Shahid
Mehmood Kayani HI (M) at his
office to discuss expanding aca-
demic and research collaboration
between the universities of both
nations, focusing on education-
al excellence and language as a
bridge connecting the people of
Pakistan and China. The Chinese
Ambassador, joined by the Rector
and the Director General NUML
Brig Shahzad Munir, witnessed
an inspiring display of talent as
NUML students showcased their
language proficiency and cultur-
al performances representing
China and Gilgit-Baltistan. In his
address, the Ambassador praised
the university’s efforts in promot-
ing Chinese language and cultural
understanding, thanking the ad-
ministration for fostering educa-
tional and cultural exchange.

Engaging directly with students
in a lively question-and-answer

phasized the value of resilience
and hard work. “Education in-
volves challenges, and happiness
is found through struggle,” he re-
marked, inspiring students to pur-
sue their studies with dedication.
The Ambassador expressed opti-
mism for Pakistan’s future, citing
the nation’s abundant resources,
strategic location, and youthful
population. He noted the coun-
try’s recent economic progress,
with GDP growth from negative to
2.5% and a forecast of 3.2% in the

ot

e
poised to thrive as a pivotal nation
in Asia,” he added, highlighting the
strong collaboration between Chi-
na and Pakistan. He underscored
China’s commitment to supporting
Pakistan’s development, particu-
larly through the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), which
he described as a “landmark of bilat-
eral cooperation.” Additionally, he
outlined various initiatives aimed
at empowering Pakistani youth,
including scholarships, exchange
programs, and internship oppor-

operating in Pakistan. Pakistan
ranks third globally in securing
Chinese scholarships, with approx-
imately 20,000 Pakistani students
currently studying in China. He an-
nounced future initiatives such as
the Chinese Ambassador’s Schol-
arship for Pakistani students, ex-
panded vocational training, and en-
hanced collaboration with Pakistani
institutions. The event concluded
with an awards ceremony for the
contest winners and remarks from
the Rector NUML, Maj Gen (r) Sha-
hid Mehmood Kayani who lauded

the participants’ linguistic achieve-
ments and cultural presentations.
The Rector extended his gratitude
to the Chinese Ambassador for his
unwavering support for cultural
exchange and highlighted NUML's
vision for students to gain expertise
in diverse fields, particularly Infor-
mation Technology, through study
opportunities in China. The event
celebrated the enduring friendship
between Pakistan and China and
reaffirmed the shared commit-
ment to educational growth and
cross-cultural understanding.

session, H.E Jiang Zaidong em-

coming fiscal year. “Pakistan is

tunities in Chinese enterprises

Call for addressing Pak’s
mental health crisis with
digital solutions

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is
facing a mental health cri-
sis, with an estimated 24%
of the population affected.
However, it remains largely
unaddressed due to societal
stigma, limited resourc-
es, and cultural barriers.
Women, college students,
and children are among the
most vulnerable. Mental
health struggles, linked to
economic instability, family
pressures, and gendered
expectations, are intensi-
fied by a shortage of men-
tal health professionals and
awareness. Women are dis-
proportionately affected by
mental health issues such
as depression and anxiety.
However, cultural norms
discourage seeking help.
“Women are expected to be
the pillars of the family, so
mental health struggles are
seen as weaknesses,” Dr
Amina a local mental health
professional talking to APP
said. Domestic violence and
early marriages contribute
to untreated mental health
struggles among women.

A particularly troubling

trend is the reliance on
fake spiritual healers (pir)
by women in rural areas.
“Many women, especially
in rural regions, turn to
fake spiritual leaders for
emotional and mental relief
because they feel there’s
nowhere else to turn,” Pro-
fessor Dr. Nasir Ali at PIMS
hospital in response to an
APP query highlighted an-
other aspect contributing to
this growing health issue.
“These so-called healers of-
ten lack any formal training
in mental health, and ex-
ploit women’s desperation,
offering false promises that
only worsen their situation,
leaving women vulnerable
to exploitation.” He sug-
gested consulting qualified
doctors, “as even minor
mental health issues can be
mishandled, leading to long-
term complexities.”

At the same time, mental
health issues among men
often go unaddressed due
to societal norms that dis-
courage emotional vulner-
ability. “Many men suffer
in silence,” he further ex-

plained, “because express-
ing emotions is seen as a
sign of weakness.”

Mental distress is also
prevalent among students,
with 60% of college and uni-
versity students reporting
significant mental health
challenges. These are driv-
en by academic pressures,
financial stress, and a lack
of social support. Abrish, a
bachelor’s student at Quaid
e Azam University talking to
APP said, “The pressure to
succeed academically, along
with financial concerns, af-
fects my mental health dai-
ly.” Similarly, children face
increasing mental health
challenges due to unstable
family environments, pov-
erty, and child labour. The
UNICEF estimates a signifi-
cant percentage of Pakistani
children suffer from anxiety,
depression, and behavioral
issues. The rise of digital
mental health platforms of-
fers a solution, particularly
in underserved rural areas.
Humraaz and Sehat Kahani
are key platforms providing
support. The Humraaz app,

backed by the government
and WHO, has helped over
240,000 users with coun-
seling and emotional sup-
port. “Humraaz helped me
reach out when I couldn’t
find help in person,” app’s
rural user Sara said.

Sehat Kahani, a telemed-
icine platform, connects
users with mental health
professionals through online
consultations. Dr. Zainab, a
psychiatrist, notes, “Sehat
Kahani is expanding access
to mental health care, espe-
cially in rural areas.”

Despite progress, challeng-
es remain in ensuring
continuous, personalized
care. Platforms like Talk-
space and BetterHelp in
the U.S. and UK offer
direct access to licensed
therapists and Al-based
tools, models Pakistan
could adapt to improve digi-
tal mental health care.

To tackle the mental health
crisis, Pakistan must inte-
grate digital solutions into
its national healthcare sys-
tem, connecting online sup-
port with in-person care.

Commerce Minister,
WB advance agenda for
export competitiveness

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Jam
Kamal Khan and World
Bank team on Wednesday
met to discuss Pakistan’s
export reform agenda,
focusing on strategies to
enhance export compet-
itiveness and streamline
enabling policies. The
discussion also addressed
how the World Bank can
support these initiatives
under the broader country
program,said a press re-
lease issued here. Jam Ka-
mal Khan highlighted the
Whole-of-Government ap-

proach to export enhance-
ment, which promotes a
unified policy framework
to improve competitive-
ness and the Ease of Doing
Business for exporters.
This strategy emphasiz-
es exportled growth by
providing crucial enabling
factors such as financing,
liquidity support, reduced
input costs, and regulato-
ry facilitation to empower
Pakistan’s export sector.
The World Bank reiterated
its support for Pakistan’s
Trade and Investment Of-
ficers (TIOs) stationed in
Missions abroad and its
commitment to collaborat-
ing on knowledge-sharing

initiatives to strengthen
Pakistan’s
connections.
Minister Jam also noted
the recent establishment
of 17 Sectoral Councils
by the Ministry of Com-
merce, aimed at bolstering
private sector involvement
in policy development—a
move warmly appreciated
by the World Bank team
for its potential to enrich
the policymaking process.
Both sides agreed to form
a joint working group on
trade, set to meet period-
ically, to advance the goal
of realizing Pakistan’s ex-
port potential of $60 bil-
lion.

global trade

Govt
committed to
transforming
Pakistaninto

cashless
economy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment, following the Prime
Minister’s vision, is dedicat-
ed to transforming Pakistan
into a cashless economy. An
official from the Ministry
of Information Technology
said that steps are being tak-
en to promote digital pay-
ments across the country,
recognizing their crucial
role in enhancing econom-
ic growth and efficiency.
He said that Pakistan has
embarked on a journey of
national digitization.

CBCare portal to enhance digital access
to civic services in cantonment areas

Malaysia keen on
importing Pakistani
Food Products

As demand continues to grow,

the future looks promising for

increased food product exports
from Pakistan to Malaysia

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Federal Tax Ombudsman
(FTO) Saif Ur Rehman on Wednesday said that Malaysian
buyers have shown a keen interest in importing high-qual-
ity food products from Pakistan that meet international
standards. Currently, he is on a two-week visit to Malay-
sia, leading the Pak Food delegation to explore export
markets and joint ventures with counterparts, said a
news release. He said growing demand of Pakistani food
products reflects a shared appreciation for premium food
items and highlighted the potential for strengthening
trade ties between the two countries. Pakistan, known
for its rich agricultural resources and diverse food prod-
ucts, offers an array products of rice, fresh fruits, spices,
and processed foods, which align well with the tastes
and preferences of the Malaysian market, he added.
He said the focus on quality, safety, and adherence to
international food standards has enhanced the popu-
larity of Pakistani food products in Malaysia. With ad-
vancements in production, packaging, and food safety,
Pakistani manufacturers have been able to meet the
stringent quality requirements expected in internation-
al markets. He said this alignment with global stand-
ards gives Malaysian buyers confidence in the safety
and premium quality of Pakistani imports. He also
highlighted the country commitment to maintaining
competitive pricing while upholding quality makes it
an attractive source of destination for Malaysian food
importers. He said trade fairs, online platforms, and
business delegations have further facilitated connec-
tions between Malaysian buyers and Pakistani suppli-
ers, creating a favorable environment for expanding
this trade relationship. As demand continues to grow, the
future looks promising for increased food product exports
from Pakistan to Malaysia.—DNA

call for
planning,
legisiation to
reduce Smog
effects

ISLAMABAD:  Renowned
Meteorologist, Anjum Na-
zir Zaigham on Wednesday
called for planning and leg-
islation to reduce the effects
of smog caused by human ac-
tivities. The phenomenon of
smog did not develop in one
day or some months, it took
some years to its accumula-
tion, he told APP. “We still
assume that the causes of
smog include the burning of
remains of crops and the fuel
used in factories and we are
taking steps to overcome this
issue, while on the contrary,
major contributor of sulphur
in the air is fuel used in vehi-
cles”, he said. He suggested
that for the elimination and
reduction of smog in the air,
it was necessary to enhance
the usage of fuel that contrib-
uted fewer chemicals in the
environment. He remarked
that cutting of trees on reg-
ular basis and at massive
level also contributed to the
climate change. He request-
ed to increase plantation at
massive level to counter the
negative impacts of climate
change. Prof. Dr. Haroon
Hameed, a health expert,
also commented that quality
of air index had reached at
dangerous level in some cit-
ies of Pakistan. He further
remarked that the smog
caused medical issues in
human body parts like nose,
throat, ear and also enhanced
the breathing issues mostly
in children. He further added
that recent data showed that
adults were facing attack of
paralysis due to smog.—APP

PEIRA, NCHD
join hands
to eradicate
illiteracy

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of the Private Educational In-
stitutions Regulatory Author-
ity (PEIRA), Dr. Sayeda Zia
Batool and Director General
of the National Commission
for Human Development
(NCHD), Mr. Ali Asghar ON
Wednesday signed the Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to collaboratively ex-
tend the “Each One Teaches
One” (EOTO) initiative to
Islamabad’s private educa-
tional institutions. Accord-
ing to the detail of MoU, this
initiative, in alignment with
the Prime Minister’s Roshan
Pakistan — National Literacy
Drive, under the Education
Emergency is committed to
eradicating illiteracy across
Pakistan by engaging stu-
dents and institutions under
PEIRA’s purview. Through
this partnership, PEIRA will
facilitate and coordinate with
NCHD for the program’s
implementation in regis-
tered private institutions,
contributing to the nation-
al goal of achieving univer-
sal literacy. —APP

MOST EXPERIENCED

MANUFACTURERS &
EXPORTERS OF

MARTIAL ARTS UNIFORMS

DNA

ISLAMBAD: Secretary Defence
Launches CBCare Mobile
App and Portal to enhance
Digital Access to Civic Ser-
vices in Cantonment Areas
In line with the Government
of Pakistan’s Digital Paki-
stan Policy and the mission
of the Military Lands and
Cantonment (MLC) De-
partment, a new digital in-
terface has been launched
to provide streamlined
access to civic services
for residents of canton-
ment areas. Secretary
Defence, Lt. Gen. (Retd.)
Muhammad Ali inaugu-
rated the CBCare mobile
app and CBCare portal in
Rawalpindi, marking a sig-
nificant step forward in
e-governance and digital

transformation. At the inaugura-
tion ceremony, Secretary Defence
commended the department’s

proactive efforts in modernizing

service delivery and making it
more accessible to the public.
He praised the MLC Department
for embracing e-governance solu-

tions that empower residents of
cantonment areas with efficient,
transparent, and user-friendly ac-
cess to local government servic-
es. The CBCare mobile app
and CBCare portal serve as
a comprehensive platform
for residents to interact
with their respective can-
tonment boards digitally.
Through the CBCare mo-
bile app, now available on
both Android and iOS de-
vices, residents can apply
online for a variety of civic
services, including the reg-
istration of birth and death
certificates, property tax
exemptions, downloadable
bills, payment verification,
and status checks on regis-
tered complaints and appli-
cations. The complete list
of features is available on
s the CBCare portal at cb-
- care.cantonment.gov.pk
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World’s ‘green ambitions’

Te 29th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Con-
Vi

ention on Climate Change (COP29) is being held from November 11
to 22 in Baku, capital of Azerbaijan, bringing the urgency of addressing
global climate change back onto the international agenda. The vision of this con-
ference is “enhancing ambition and enabling action,” with the most important
agenda item being the provision of $1 trillion annually in climate finance for
developing countries. COP29 should inspire confidence and hope in the interna-
tional community by addressing the issue of how to “materialize” ambition, en-
suring that ambition does not remain empty talk or become a tool for achieving
other goals. Currently, the core concern for developing countries is support for
climate financing, and this requires developed countries to fulfill their commit-
ments through concrete actions. The COP29 has attracted representatives from
198 parties, highlighting that climate change has become one of the greatest
unifying issues for global cooperation. In recent years, COP conferences have fre-
quently been held in developing countries, reflecting the growing awareness and
action of the Global South in addressing climate change. On Monday, the first day
of the conference, global carbon credit quality standards were adopted, creating the
conditions for launching a global carbon market and providing funding for emission
reduction projects. These are positive signals, indicating that with the efforts and
collaboration of all countries, significant progress is being made in humanity’s fight
against climate change. “Green ambition” is not a pipe dream; its ultimate realiza-
tion depends on countries implementing it based on their own national conditions
and capabilities. Developed countries, having completed the industrialization phase
and accumulated capital and technology, are also responsible for about 90 percent
of the excess carbon emissions globally. In terms of global climate justice, devel-
oped countries should assume the obligations that correspond to their historical
responsibility and provide funding to help developing countries pursue climate
goals. It must be pointed out that the developed countries’ previous promise
to provide $100 billion annually to help low-income countries address climate
change has yet to be fully realized, significantly hindering global climate action
progress. Addressing climate change is a race against time, and there is no
room for hesitation or shifting blame. A few days before the COP29, the World
Meteorological Organization released a thought-provoking report predicting
that 2024 is on track to be the hottest year on record. Another focal point of the
conference comes from the policy uncertainty in Washington: participants are
generally concerned that the next US administration may alter its climate poli-
cies, repeating the scenario of withdrawing from the Paris Agreement. Certainly,
regardless of changes in any country’s climate policies, the international multilater-
al climate cooperation will continue. However, it’s hard to imagine achieving global
“green ambitions” without the participation or a stable role from the world’s largest
economy. As former EU official Marc Vanheukelen said, “If they [the US] don’t set
themselves an ambitious target, why would we?” As a responsible major country,
China has turned goodwill into good actions in addressing climate change. Since
2012, China has maintained an annual energy consumption growth rate of 3
percent, supporting economic growth of more than 6 percent per year.
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G20, a talk shop

less than a week, global attention might shift from the conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East to Brazil, where G20 leaders will meet. Originally an
informal forum of finance ministers and central bank governors, the platform
was upgraded in 2009, in response to the global financial crisis, to a premier
cooperation forum for world leaders. There was no codified list of criteria that
led to the “Group of 20”, comprising 19 countries, the European Union (EU)
and, as of last year, the African Union. These represent about 85 per cent of
the global economy. The first G20 summit was held in 2008 in Washington as
leaders worked to prevent the near meltdown of financial systems in advanced
economies as a result of the subprime crisis in the United States. Since then,
the summit has taken place at least every year, hosted by different members un-
der a rotating presidency. As the current G20 president, Brazil has set a theme
of “building a just world and a sustainable planet” and announced three priori-
ties: fighting hunger, poverty and inequality, pushing for energy transitions and
sustainable development, and reforming global governance. These are all lofty
objectives. The question is how the G20 hopes to achieve them. What the inter-
national community wishes to see is not simply a joint statement but collective
action. But will the G20 continue to behave like a talk shop? The successful op-
eration of any international organisation requires three elements: effectiveness,
efficiency and legitimacy. In the face of criticism, there are five areas the G20
should examine. First, its image — which needs improving. The G20 did a good
job of dealing with the 2008 global financial crisis by coordinating its members’
macroeconomic policies. But since then, it has failed to develop from its firefight-
ing role into a steering committee capable of tackling such important issues as
speeding up world economic growth, pushing for global economic governance and
curbing trade protectionism. No wonder some complain that the G20 summits
are a waste of time, on top of generating a huge carbon footprint just so world
leaders can meet in different countries to talk face to face. This kind of criticism
has gone too far, in my opinion, but it reflects a need for the G20 to show that it
can meet the expectations of the international community. Second, the developed
countries in the G20 should set a better example of promoting global economic
growth. The world economy faces many obstacles and the most pernicious is pro-
tectionism, which hurts both investment and trade. Sadly, the developed countries
seem to have become the vanguard of protectionism rather than the promoters
of economic justice. Notably, both the US and EU have put up barriers against
Chinese electric vehicles, which can only hurt the global EV industry and efforts
to deal with climate change. Despite the repeated G20 statements pledging to
oppose protectionism, including one just last month, protectionism has intensi-
fied, with developing countries as the main targets. Third, cooperation among the
G20 should be promoted in the spirit of “united we stand, divided we fall”. Every
country has its national interests and ideals. But they should not be the cause of
selfish actions that hurt what Chinese President Xi Jinping has called “the com-
munity with a shared future for mankind”. On many important issues from curb-
ing climate change to reforming international financial organisations, developed
countries often fail to take collective, “we’re all in the same boat” action.

German political crisis and realignment

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

In the United States,
discussions surrounding the
potential easing of sanctions

on Russia have gained mo-
mentum following former
President Donald Trump’s
re-election. According to a
report by the Financial Times,
leading Western banks have
started speculating that
Trump’s return to office may
lead to the lifting of sanctions
imposed on Russia. This
possibility has had an imme-
diate impact on the financial
market, with Russian stocks
experiencing a notable in-
crease in value shortly after
the election results were an-
nounced. The potential shift
in U.S.-Russia relations could
have significant ramifications
for the balance of power in
Europe and beyond.

e recent dismissal of German Finance Min-
ister Christian Lindner by Chancellor Olaf

Scholz has ignited a political crisis that could
precipitate snap elections. Scholz’s decision to dis-
miss Lindner, a representative of the pro-market Free
Democratic Party (FDP), has placed the stability of
Germany’s coalition government in jeopardy. This co-
alition, led by Scholz’s Social Democratic Party (SPD)
and encompassing the FDP and the Greens, now faces
substantial internal challenges. The unfolding situa-
tion in Germany highlights broader trends in the glob-
al political landscape, where alliances are increasingly
volatile and governments face pressures to respond
swiftly to both domestic and international challeng-
es. Scholz, in a statement underscoring the gravity
of the situation, emphasized Germany’s need for an
“effective government that has the strength to make
the necessary decisions for our country.” His call for
a confidence vote in January demonstrates the stra-
tegic moves necessary to maintain leadership amid
a fragmented coalition. Beyond Germany, significant
developments in global diplomacy have emerged. In
a move with regional and international implications,
Myanmar’s junta leader, Min Aung Hlaing, recently
traveled to China, marking his first diplomatic visit
to the country since taking power following a 2021
military coup. The coup led to an intensified armed
insurgency and has created ongoing instability in
Myanmar. Min’s meeting with Chinese Premier Li
Qiang on the sidelines of the Greater Mekong Sub-
region Summit in Kunming underscores the strategic
alignment between China and Myanmar. Li assured
Min of China has continued support and reiterated
Beijing’s commitment to strengthening economic
and social cooperation. For China, this partnership
not only reinforces its influence in Southeast Asia
but also aligns with its broader foreign policy goals of
securing alliances with neighboring states, especially
those facing international isolation. Min, for his part,
expressed gratitude for China’s economic assistance
and its role in supporting peace and reconciliation,
signaling Myanmar’s reliance on Chinese support in a
time of heightened domestic challenges. Iran and Pa-
kistan, meanwhile, have engaged in high-level securi-
ty dialogues, further highlighting the complexities of
regional alliances and defense collaborations. The Ira-
nian Deputy Defense Minister recently visited Islama-
bad, where he engaged in talks with Pakistani defense
officials. Just prior to these discussions, Pakistan’s
Chief of Army Staff met with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh. This sequence of
meetings underscores Pakistan’s strategic efforts to
maintain and deepen defense relationships across
the Middle East and South Asia. Both Saudi Arabia
and Iran have historically exercised considerable in-
fluence in Pakistan and Islamabad’s engagement with

both countries reflects its balancing act between com-
peting regional powers. As Pakistan strengthens its
defense alliances, it must navigate the regional ten-
sions between Iran and Saudi Arabia, while ensuring
stability within its borders. These engagements also
illustrate a broader trend of middle powers pursuing
diversified alliances to safeguard national security
and economic interests amid an evolving multipolar
world. In Central Asia, the strengthening ties between
Russia and Kazakhstan illustrate the shifts in post-So-
viet regional dynamics. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov recently visited Kazakhstan, where he
met with President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and For-
eign Minister Murat Nurtleu. Lavrov’s visit included
a proposal to construct Kazakhstan’s first nuclear
power plant, reflecting Russia’s strategic interest in
maintaining influence over its former Soviet neigh-
bors. Moreover, Lavrov confirmed that Kazakhstan
had been formally invited to join the BRICS alliance
as a partner country. This invitation comes amid To-
kayev’s earlier decision to decline full membership,
signaling Kazakhstan’s careful approach to balanc-
ing relations with Russia and other global powers.
The recent meeting between the Security Council
heads of Russia and Kazakhstan in Moscow, in antic-
ipation of a Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) summit, further highlighted the two nations’
collaboration on security concerns, including ter-
rorism, extremism and regional development in the
Caspian Sea area. Russia’s regional engagements,
alongside its outreach to Kazakhstan, underscore its
intent to secure alliances in Central Asia, especially
amid its isolation from Western allies.

In the United States, discussions surrounding the po-
tential easing of sanctions on Russia have gained mo-
mentum following former President Donald Trump’s
re-election. According to a report by the Financial
Times, leading Western banks have started specu-
lating that Trump’s return to office may lead to the
lifting of sanctions imposed on Russia. This possi-
bility has had an immediate impact on the financial
market, with Russian stocks experiencing a notable
increase in value shortly after the election results
were announced. The potential shift in U.S.-Russia
relations could have significant ramifications for the
balance of power in Europe and beyond, with implica-
tions for energy, trade and defense policies. This sce-
nario underscores the geopolitical fluidity prompted
by changes in leadership in major powers, with each
new administration carrying the potential to reshape
international relations. Meanwhile, Afghanistan is
closely monitoring the political developments in the
United States. The Taliban, who regained control of
Afghanistan in 2021, are hopeful that Trump’s re-elec-
tion might lead to a shift in U.S.-Afghan relations. The
Afghan Foreign Ministry has expressed a desire for a

“pragmatic approach” from the U.S. under Trump’s
leadership, noting that his administration previously
negotiated the Doha Agreement, which ultimately led
to the end of America’s 20-year presence in Afghani-
stan. The Taliban’s expectation of improved diplomat-
ic relations with Washington highlights their efforts
to achieve international legitimacy and engage with
global powers despite ongoing domestic and inter-
national challenges. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan’s
decision to reduce fuel oil exports through Russia
by 26 percent during the first nine months of 2024
marks a shift in energy logistics. Rather than relying
on Russian routes, Kazakhstan has redirected its
oil exports to the Georgian port of Batumi via the
Trans-Caspian International Transport Route. This
adjustment underscores Kazakhstan’s intention to
diversify its trade pathways and lessen dependence
on Russia, particularly as Moscow faces increased in-
ternational isolation. Kazakhstan'’s choice of alternate
routes, including Georgian ports, signals a strategic
realignment aimed at strengthening its economic in-
dependence and securing alternative markets. Global
concerns about geopolitical instability were also a
central theme at the recent Organization of Turkic
States summit, where Uzbek President Shavkat Mir-
ziyoyev delivered a candid address on the escalating
international risks. Mirziyoyev warned of intensifying
competition and deepening mistrust between ma-
jor powers, identifying “new hotbeds of confronta-
tion” around the world. His remarks underscore the
shared apprehension among Turkic states regarding
the consequences of geopolitical rivalries, especially
as conflict looms in multiple regions, including the
Middle East. Mirziyoyev’s call for a unified stance on
key international issues reflects a growing recogni-
tion among smaller states of the need to collaborate
in a world marked by polarization and fragmenta-
tion. These developments reflect a global landscape
characterized by heightened tensions, shifting al-
liances and recalibrated diplomatic engagements.
Leaders across the globe are increasingly compelled
to adopt nuanced and multifaceted approaches to
international relations, balancing national interests
with regional stability. From Germany’s political
challenges to the strategic realignments in Central
Asia and the shifting dynamics in U.S.-Afghan rela-
tions, the evolving international order demands en-
hanced diplomatic engagement, strategic foresight
and adaptable foreign policy frameworks. As these
shifts continue to unfold, countries will need to nav-
igate the complexities of a multipolar world, where
traditional alliances may falter and new partnerships
offer both opportunities and risks. The need for re-
silience and proactive diplomacy is paramount as na-
tions contend with the dual challenges of domestic
instability and global uncertainty.

Trump may end the Ukraine war but. ...

Alexander Clackson

The prospect of re-estab-
lishing amicable relations
with Ukraine is remote, as
years of war and aggression
have built an almost insur-
mountable wall of resent-
ment. Even if the conflict
concludes, Russia’s exclu-
sion from the European po-
litical space will persist. Re-
integration into the Group
of 7 or the lifting of some
of the sanctions imposed by
the West remains unlikely
any time soon, leaving Rus-
sia economically isolated.
The war has led to a signif-
icant brain drain, coupled
with an immense military ex-
penditure that has detracted
from domestic development.

s the war in Ukraine, in its third year, rages

on, it becomes increasingly clear there will

e no true winner. The push for an end to

this conflict has gained renewed momentum, par-
ticularly with Donald Trump’s re-election as US
president and his promise to bring the conflict
to a swift conclusion. Russian President Vladimir
Putin has indicated a willingness to engage in
talks. But while ending the war is necessary
to halt the bloodshed and civilian suffering, no
party will emerge as a definitive victor. Trump’s
anticipated diplomacy, if successful, could yield
benefits for all sides. In what will probably be la-
belled a historic peace deal, Trump could frame
the cessation of hostilities as an achievement that
saved lives and brought stability. For Russia, ne-
gotiations that result in Ukraine’s neutrality and
the acknowledgement of annexed territories as
Russian victories would fulfil some of Moscow’s
objectives. For Ukraine, the most immediate
benefit would be the end of civilian suffering, the
greatest toll of the conflict. Yet even with these
outcomes, no side will walk away truly victori-
ous. From Russia’s perspective, while territorial
gains and a neutral Ukraine would mark tangi-
ble achievements, the war has been far from the
resounding success initially envisioned. Putin’s
aspirations for regime change in Kyiv and to in-
stall a pro-Russian government have not materi-
alised. The prospect of re-establishing amicable
relations with Ukraine is remote, as years of war
and aggression have built an almost insurmount-
able wall of resentment. Even if the conflict con-
cludes, Russia’s exclusion from the European po-
litical space will persist. Reintegration into the
Group of 7 or the lifting of some of the sanctions

imposed by the West remains unlikely any time
soon, leaving Russia economically isolated. The
war has led to a significant brain drain, coupled
with an immense military expenditure that has
detracted from domestic development, such that
Russia would lag behind its European and Asian
counterparts. The outcome reflects a nation
that, despite territorial gains, has paid a high
price - one that eclipses any semblance of vic-
tory. For Ukraine, the situation is similarly grim.
Losing up to 25 per cent of its territory would
be a major blow. Its shattered economy faces a
daunting path to recovery, necessitating years of
reconstruction and healing of war trauma. The
envisioned peace settlement is likely to leave
Ukraine a neutral state, unable to pursue Nato
membership and with little chance of joining the
European Union for now. That Ukraine’s neutral
status is a concession that could have been made
before the war only highlights its tragic futility.
The destruction and deaths suffered over these
years have yielded no gains for Ukraine. Instead,
it stands to lose territory, opportunities and
years of economic stability. The West, particular-
ly the United States and Europe, must come to
terms with the implications of a neutral Ukraine,
a non-negotiable demand by the Kremlin. While
Russia’s military and economic capacity has
been weakened, the initial hope of destabilising
Putin’s leadership or ushering in political change
has not come to fruition. The West will also face
the difficult reality of conceding Russia’s acqui-
sition of Ukrainian territory, including Crimea,
as a necessary compromise for peace. Although
Nato and Western support helped prevent a Rus-
sian takeover of Kyiv, this does not erase the

fact that earlier diplomacy might have avoided or
shortened the war significantly. The ripples of
the EU’s 2022 energy and cost of living crises
are with still being felt today. While the cessa-
tion of hostilities should be pursued to pre-
vent further loss of life and destruction, it
will not crown any side as victorious. For
Russia, the gains come with significant long-
term losses — Western isolation, economic
stagnation and the prospect of continued
sanctions. Ukraine, in exchange for an end
to its suffering, faces territorial loss, eco-
nomic devastation and a compromised fu-
ture. The West, despite showing a somewhat
unified front against the aggression, faces a
negotiated settlement that falls short of re-
versing Russian territorial gains. The war’s
consequences for the West include economic
disruption, energy crises and inflation. The
reality is that the war, by its very nature, has
left no side unscathed. As the scale increas-
ingly tilts in Russia’s favour, the urgency for
negotiations becomes more pressing. Trump
is expected to push for peace talks early next
year and this may bring an end to the con-
flict - but this will also force the sobering
acknowledgement that the war could have
been avoided. If concessions and agreements
had been reached before February 2022, the
human and economic costs might have been
spared. As it stands, no side can claim victory
after nearly three years of relentless warfare.

Alexander Clackson is the founder of
Global Political Insight think tank in
London, and a researcher on Russia.
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Briefs

From Pack 01
I warned at the top of my
voice that the future would
never forgive our inaction,
today, I echo the same,”
he added. In 2009, wealthy
countries pledged to con-
tribute $100 billion a year
to help developing nations
cope with the costs of a tran-
sition to clean energy and
adapting to the conditions
of a warming world. Those
payments began in 2020 but
were only fully met in 2022.
The $100 billion pledge ex-
pires this year. Countries are
negotiating a higher target
for payments starting next
year, but some have been
reluctant to confirm its size
until it is clear which coun-
tries will contribute. Instead,
they are circling around the
idea of a multilayered tar-
get, with a core amount from
wealthy countries’ govern-
ment coffers, and a larger
sum that includes financing
from other sources such as
multilateral lending institu-
tions or private investors.

PM praises
Pakistan-
Azerbaijan..

FroMm Pace 01
Both leaders reviewed the
entire range of bilateral
relations. They expressed
their commitment to further
strengthen the strategic
partnership between Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan, particu-
larly in the areas of econom-
ic and defence cooperation;
as well as people to people
and cultural ties. The Prime
Minister praised the strong
ties between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan, expressing opti-
mism about further enhanc-
ing cooperation in various
fields, including technology
sharing and joint ventures
in renewable energy. The
two leaders also exchanged
views on the escalating sit-
uation in the Middle East
and other regional and in-
ternational developments.

FBR
introduces
new...

From Pace 01
separate ePayment system
outside IRIS 2.0, requiring
them to switch between
portals. Now, with ePay-
ment 2.0, FBR has provided
a unified and improved user
interface accessible directly
within IRIS 2.0. By gen-
erating a unique Payment
Slip ID (PSID), it enables
quick and convenient pay-
ments for both registered
and unregistered taxpayers.
Upon payment completion,
a Computerized Payment
Receipt (CPR) is issued via
email and SMS, providing
official confirmation and
easy access for future use
within the IRIS 2.0 system.
Through a secure, precise
multi-step workflow, the
system allows taxpayers
to generate a PSID, com-
plete payment through
ADC channels and receive
a Computerized Payment
Receipt (CPR) in real-time,
accessible for future compli-
ance needs within IRIS.

Constitu-
tional bench
to hear...

FroMm Pace 01
hearing cases on November
14 and 15. According to the
cause list, available on the
SC’s website, a sixmember
bench headed by Justice
Aminud Din Khan will hear
a total of 34 cases, including
18 cases on Nov 14 and 16
cases on November 15. On
Nov 5, the JCP, in its maiden
session, had picked Justice
Amin as head of the constitu-
tional bench by a seven-tofive
majority. Chaired by Chief
Jusqtice of Pakistan (CJP)
Justice Yahya Afridi, the
reconstituted JCP for-m-ed
a seven-member con-stitu-
tional bench, inc~-luding
Justices Ami-nud Din Khan,
Jamal Khan Mandokhail, Mu-
ha-m-mad Ali Mazhar, Ayesha
A Malik, Hassan Azhar Rizvi,
Musarrat Hilali and Naeem
Akhtar Afghan. Cases relat-
ed to environmental pollu-
tion from 1993, 2003, and
2018 have been scheduled
for hearing. The scheduled
cases also include a revision
petition against the dismissal
of the petition regarding the
appointment of Qazi Faez
Isa as the chief jus-tice of
the Balochistan High Court.

Sinner battles past Fritz to
claim second win in Turin

Fritz refused to go away in the second set and had a glimpse of a chance at 3-3 when Sinner
fell 0-30 down on serve. Sinner averted that danger though with some fearless tennis

SporTS DESK

TURIN: World number one Jannik Sinner made it two wins
out of two at the ATP Finals as he fought off Taylor Fritz
in a high-octane clash inside the Inalpi Arena on Tuesday.
In a repeat of September’s U.S. Open final, home favourite
Sinner delighted a raucous crowd with a 6-4 6-4 victory in
the best match of the tournament so far.

American world number five Fritz went toe-to-toe with
Sinner throughout a contest ultimately decided by slender
margins with one break of serve in each set.

Sinner made the decisive break in the opening set when
Fritz served at 4-5, bringing up a set point with a disguised
drop shot and then converting at the first opportunity.
Fritz refused to go away in the second set and had a glimpse
of a chance at 3-3 when Sinner fell 0-30 down on serve. Sin-
ner averted that danger though with some fearless tennis
and then exerted the pressure when Fritz served to stay in
the match, clinching victory in one hour 40 minutes.
Sinner, bidding to become the first Italian to win the pres-
tigious year-ending tournament having reached the final
last year, tops the Ilie Nastase Group with two straight sets
wins and looks odds on to reach the semi-finals.

Fritz is tied on one win with Russian Daniil Medvedev
who earlier beat Australian debutant Alex de Minaur to

keep himself in contention for a semi-final spot.

“It was a very tough match, we both knew exactly what to
expect,” Sinner said after his 67th victory of the season.
“He was very aggressive. I managed to serve very well in
the crucial moments. I'm happy how I handled the tough
situations like at 3-3 in the second set when the momen-
tum could have changed if he had broken me.”

Fritz will be hopeful of beating De Minaur in his last group
match to reach the semi-finals although world number four
Medvedev, the 2020 champion, has it all to do against Sin-
ner. Medvedev said he was ready to pack his bags after los-
ing to Fritz on Sunday, but produced a serving masterclass
to overpower De Minaur 6-2 6-4. The Russian’s tennis and
attitude on Tuesday was in stark contrast to Sunday when
he looked distracted and disinterested and earned a penal-
ty point for smashing a courtside microphone.

This time he was fully focussed on the job in hand as he
made only 10 unforced errors and conceded only nine
points on his serve as he extended his record over De
Minaur to 7-3. Medvedev had been booed by fans during
his opening loss and celebrated beating De Minaur by
putting his fingers in his ears. “I went into this match
blocking the noise, even from myself,” Medvedev said.
“I really didn’t care what was happening on the court, I
just tried to play, and it was a good feeling.

“The more popular you become, the more fans you get,
the more haters you get, the more attention you get.
Sometimes even the good noise can make you off bal-
ance.” World number three Carlos Alcaraz will hope to
have recovered from illness when he faces Andrey Ru-
blev on Wednesday, having lost his opener to Casper
Ruud. The Spaniard cut short his practice on Tuesday
because of breathing difficulties caused by a cold.

Rizwan extends welcome to

India for Champions Trophy

“KL Rahul, Suryakumar Yadav are all welcome,' says Rizwan

DNA

PERTH: Pakistan’s white-ball captain
Mohammad Rizwan on Wednesday,
extended a warm welcome to the In-
dian cricket team if they tour Pakistan
to participate in the upcoming ICC
Champions Trophy 2025. Rizwan, set
to lead Pakistan for the first time in
a T20I series, was asked to give his
verdict on the ongoing ambiguity sur-
rounding the eight-team tournament.
In response, the wicketkeeper batter
urged the decision lies with the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) but assured
the Indian team of a warm welcome
if they cross the border for the mul-

Suryakumar Yadav are all welcome.
All the players who will come, we will
welcome them. This is not our deci-
sion; this is PCB’s decision. Whatev-
er decision will take place, hopefully
they will all discuss and take the
right call. But we are hopeful that if
the Indian players will come, we will
welcome them,” Rizwan said.

Earlier this week, India’s T20I captain
Suryakumar Yadav was questioned
by a fan in South Africa regarding his
team’s reluctance to visit Pakistan.
“Why aren’t you coming to Pakistan?”
a fan asked. To this, the 34-year-old
responded with a smile: “It’s not in
our hands.” It is pertinent to mention
that the Champions Trophy 2025 is

Control for Cricket in India’s (BCCI)
refusal to send its team to Pakistan.

In response, the PCB, according to
sources, wrote a letter to the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) to seek
answers to a few critical questions.

Sources indicate that the PCB has
asked the ICC when the BCCI in-
formed them that the Indian crick-
et team would not participate in
the Champions Trophy, scheduled
to be held in Pakistan. The PCB
has also requested a copy of the
written communication from the
BCCI explaining their reasons,
so these can be reviewed. Anoth-
er question raised by the PCB is
how the ICC has responded to the

ICC launches ‘reireshed’
visual ldentity of
Champions Trophy

DUBAI: The International Cricket Council (ICC) has
revealed a new visual identity for the upcoming men’s
and women’s Champions Trophy events, marking the
return of the prestigious tournament after an eight-year
hiatus. The new identity, showcased in a launch video,
includes a new unconventional typographic logo and de-
sign elements, which, according to the ICC, is inspired
by cricket’s unique language and culture. The video also
highlights the logo of ICC Champions Trophy 2025, Paki-
stan. “The newly created visual identity is a digital-first
vibrant expression, deliberately challenging the status
quo, with an unconventional typographic logo which
sets the tone for the look — bold and loud, confident and
fun,” said an ICC statement. “It has been designed to
be agile, distinctive, and expressive, it’s inspired by the
language of cricket; from the unique and integral words
that describe the game, to the shouts when a wicket
falls, to the name of each superstar that appears on
the back of their kit. Both the verbal and written words
are an integral part of the sport and that is celebrated
through the brand,” statement added. - DNA

ti-national tournament. “KL Rahul,

at a standstill following the Board of

BCCI's refusal to send their team.

Pak hold training
session for first T20I

Pakistan's white-ball captain Rizwan eyes
to clean sweep Australia in T20I series

WEB DESK

BRISBANE: Pakistan’s squad for the upcoming T20I series
against Australia took part in a robust training session at The
Gabba here on Friday. In a video released by the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), the national cricketers were seen train-
ing in the nets at full potential. The squad also participated in
several fielding drills, which included catching practice. Paki-
stan will enter the T20I series with momentum in their favour
as the visitors recently registered their first series victory in
Australia across formats since 2017. After leading the team to
a historic achievement in his first assignment, Pakistan’s new-
ly-appointed white-ball captain has set his sights on registering
a 3-0 clean sweep over Australia in the T20I series. In a dress-
ing room speech on Tuesday, the skipper told his teammates
that if they play as a unit then they have every chance to not
only beat Australia in the upcoming series but to whitewash
them. “No one was hoping that the team would beat Australia
in Australia. We played like a unit and if we keep doing that, we
will whitewash them in T20Is,” Rizwan said. It is pertinent to
mention that the first T20I between Pakistan and Australia is
scheduled to take place on November 14 here at The Gabba.

VAR misread West
Ham penalty: Webb

LONDON: Referees’ chief Howard Webb says West Ham
should not have been awarded a penalty during Erik ten
Hag’s final game in charge of Manchester United on 27 Oc-
tober. The Hammers were given the decision on the recom-
mendation of video assistant referee Michael Oliver following
Matthijs de Ligt’s challenge on Danny Ings. David Coote, the
onield referee, had waved play on following the incident but
awarded a penalty after reviewing the incident on the pitch-
side monitor. Jarrod Bowen scored the penalty, sealing a 2-1
win for West Ham. Ten Hag was sacked less than 24 hours lat-
er. “I thought it was a misread by the VAR,” Webb told Sky
Sports’ Mic’d Up programme. “A VAR that’s normally really
talented and reliable, but gets uberfocused in this situation on
De Ligt’s leg. His leg coming through on to Danny Ings, not
making any contact with the ball. The ball’s already past De
Ligt as he as he makes contact with Danny Ings. “And the VAR
sees that as a clear foul. I think he was too focused on that
aspect. I don’t think he should have got involved. - Agencies

Shaheen reclaims top spot
in ODI bowling rankings

The top-ranked ODI bowler and batter are now from Pakistan

e . =

heen Shah Afridi on Wednesday,
soared to the summit of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) Men’s
ODI Bowling Rankings. Shaheen,
who took eight wickets at an aver-
age of 12.62 in Pakistan’s historic
ODI series victory over Australia,
jumped three places to replace
South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj -
dropped two places to third — at the
summit, while Afghanistan’s Rashid
Khan remained second.

Afridi has previously held the top spot
during the ICC Men’s Cricket World

DUBAI: Pakistan’s ace pacer Sha-

Cup 2023 in India. His bowling partner,

Haris Rauf, who was named the Player
of the Series in Pakistan’s 2-1 routing
of Australia, improved 14 places to 13th
and achieved a career-high rating in the
format, while compatriot Naseem also
rose to a new-high as he jumped 14
plays to a joint 55th. Following Afridi’s
rise to the top, the top-ranked players
in both batting and bowling rankings
are now from Pakistan as star batter
Babar Azam continued his dominance.
The right-handed batter extended his
lead atop from India’s Rohit Sharma,
Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli, respec-
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tively, courtesy of his 80 runs across
three matches against Australia, in
which he was dismissed only once.
Pakistan’s newly-appointed white-ball
captain Mohammad Rizwan also made
gains as he jumped two spots to a joint
23rd in the ODI batting rankings follow-
ing his 74 runs in three innings against
Australia. Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s
veteran Mohammad Nabi, who is set to
call time on his glittering ODI career,
remained at the top of the all-rounders’
rankings. He is followed by Zimbabwe'’s
Sikandar Raza and compatriot Rashid
in the list. - Agencies

Great Britain’s first-round tie against Germany 1s due to take place on the same day
from 16:00 GMT and will be shown live on the BBC. The Billie Jean King Cup is a
12-nation women’s team event where the winners will be crowned world champions

WEB DESK

MADRID: A severe weather alert
in southern Spain has led to the
opening tie of the Billie Jean
King Cup between Spain and Po-
land being postponed.

The two nations were set to play
in Malaga at 17:00 local time
(16:00 GMT) on Wednesday.

Two weeks after flash floods
caused devastation in eastern
Spain, several areas of the nation
are on alert again.

A new weather front brought heavy
rain in Malaga on Wednesday.
“This decision has been made
based on guidance from the rel-
evant authorities to ensure the
health and safety of all partici-
pants and attendees,” said the

International Tennis Federation,
which organises the event. “We
apologise for any inconvenience
this may cause and appreciate
your understanding and coop-
eration.” The firstround tie be-
tween Spain and Poland - who are
led by five-time major champion
Iga Swiatek - has been moved to
Friday, with play starting at 09:00
GMT. Great Britain’s first-round
tie against Germany is due to
take place on the same day from
16:00 GMT and will be shown live
on the BBC. The Billie Jean King
Cup is a 12-nation women’s team
event where the winners will be
crowned world champions.

It is taking place indoors at the
Palacios de Deportes Jose Maria
Martin Carpena, with the final be-
ing contested on 20 November.

Russia's Medvedev calls for
overhaul of ATP calendar

London: World number four Daniil Medvedev said the ATP Tour calendar needs to be refocused
around the Grand Slams and Masters 1000 events with the lower-tier ATP 250 tournaments moved
to an optional slot later in the year. Several players have voiced concerns over the calendar, with
fourtimes Grand Slam winner Carlos Alcaraz saying the tight schedule makes it difficult to stay
motivated throughout the year and increases the risk of injuries. From next season, seven of the
nine ATP Masters 1000 events will be held across 12 days, a decision which was criticised by Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas last week. "This year I only tried to play big tournaments," Medvedev told reporters
after his win over Alex De Minaur at the ATP Finals on Tuesday. "I think there should be more
bigger, important tournaments, which should be like, 'Okay, these are the tournaments where we
define who is going to be top 10, like Masters 1000.' "You play good in them, you will be there. The
schedule should somehow be around them." Reuters has contacted the ATP Tour for comment.
Medvedev suggested staging the top tournaments earlier in the year, adding: "Then you put all the
250s after for people that want to continue playing. "If you're good enough, you finish the season in
whatever, October, play in Masters. Doesn't matter. Don't count the tournaments after. If you still
feel like you need more points for Australian Open or more matches, you do it after." — Agencies

Imran gives
‘final call’ to
supporters..

From Pack 01

the shots. There was much
disappointment, as previ-
ously said by PTI leader Ali
Zafar, when Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur ended the
Swabi rally without a date
for the protest. This added
to the existing frustration of
the workers who were part
of the Islamabad protest last
month, which ended abrupt-
ly. The lawyer further added
that KP CM Gandpur would
also lead a convoy from the
province on the PTI found-
er's directions. Detailing
the demands of the protest,
Chaudhry said that the par-
ty demands the withdrawal
of the contentious 26th
Constitutional Amendment,
“return of PTI’s mandate”,
and release of workers who
are in jails without trials.
Before this announcement,
citing sources a Pakistani
newspaper reported that
although the PTI founder
demanded a date for do-
or-die ultimate protest and
possible sit-in in Islamabad,
he was being persuaded by
the party’s senior leaders it
may backfire if such a pro-
test is announced without
proper planning and consid-
ering all pros and cons.

Will not
return until
demands...

From Pack 01
were already in place and
they had been working
diligently. He added that
preparations are still ongo-
ing, and this time, they will
ensure everything goes as
planned. It is noteworthy
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan has issued a final
call for a protest in Islam-
abad on November 24.
Imran Khan’s sister, Alee-
ma Khan, speaking to the
media outside Adiala Jail,
stated that her brother has
called for the entire nation
to come out in protest
for their stolen mandate.
She confirmed that Imran
Khan has given the final
call for the Islamabad pro-
test on November 24.

Trump

meets Biden
at White...

From Pace 01

all he could “to make sure
you're accommodated.”
“It'll be as smooth as it
can get,” Trump said. It
was a sharp contrast to
the criticism the two men
have hurled at each other
for years. Their respective
teams hold vastly different
positions on policies from
climate change to Russia to
trade. Biden, 81, has por-
trayed Trump as a threat to
democracy, while Trump,
78, has portrayed Biden as
incompetent. Trump made
false claims of widespread
fraud after losing the 2020
election to Biden. Trump’s
motorcade rolled through
the heavily guarded White
House gate and the for-
mer and future Republican
president was greeted in
the Oval Office by Biden,
a Democrat who defeat-
ed him in the 2020 elec-
tion. Outside on the White
House driveway, a massive
crowd of journalists gath-
ered in anticipation of the
big event. Trump celebrat-
ed his victory earlier in the
day with Republicans in the
House of Representatives
who have a good chance of
maintaining control of the
chamber as Nov. 5 election
results trickle in.

Petroleum
prices
expected...

From Pack 01
increase by Rs2.58 per li-
tre, high-speed diesel by
Rs5.50 per litre, and kero-
sene oil by Rs2.58 as well.
Petrol is primarily used
in private transportation,
small vehicles, rickshaws,
and two-wheelers, and if the
rates rise, it adds a signifi-
cant burden on middle and
lower-middle-class budgets.
On the other hand, the
majority of the transport
sector relies on HSD. This
fuel powers heavy trans-
port vehicles, agricultural
machinery, and other key
transport, directly influenc-
ing the prices of essential
goods like vegetables and
food items. In the previous
fortnightly review, the fed-
eral government increased
the price of petrol by
Rs1.35 per litre and diesel
by Rs3.85 per litre against
the market expectations.
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KSE-100 closes
marginally
higherin
choppy trading

ISLAMABAD: The Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed choppy
trading on Wednesday, al-
lowing the index to close
with a marginal gain of 131
points. The KSE-100 start-
ed the session negative,
hitting an intra-day low of
92,943.08. A buying spree
later pushed the index to an
intra-day high of 93,803.59,
followed by some selling
that trimmed the gains. At
close, the benchmark index
settled at 93,355.43, up
by 130.86 points or 0.14%.
“The market exhibited a
consolidation phase, with
the index reaching a peak
of 93,804 and dipping to
a low of 92,943. Notable,
consistent buying by local
mutual funds supported the
market in the recent rally,”
brokerage house Topline
Securities said. The index
was boosted by positive
contributions from MARI,
LUCK, SEARL, ENGRO,
and POL, which collective-
ly added 461 points. Con-
versely, OGDC, FFC, and
MEBL experienced some
profit-taking, resulting in a
combined loss of 213 points
to the index, it added.—APP

Gold price
increases

Rs1,400 per
tola

KARACHI: After a mas-
sive decline in the previ-
ous session, gold prices in
Pakistan saw an increase
on Wednesday in line with
their rise in international
rates. In the local market,
the price of gold per tola
gained Rs1,400, clocking
in at Rs271,900. Similarly,
10-gram gold was sold at
Rs233,111 after it record-
ed an increase of Rs1,200,
according to rates shared
by the All-Pakistan Gems
and Jewelers Sarafa Asso-
ciation (APGJSA). On Tues-
day, gold price declined
by Rs7,000 to settle at
Rs270,500. Meanwhile, the
international rate of gold
increased on Wednesday.
As per APGJSA, the rate
was $2,607 per ounce (with
a premium of $20) and was
up by $14 during the day.
Silver prices remained un-
changed at Rs3,250 per
tola.—APP

Rupee records
marginal
improvement
against US
dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani rupee registered a
marginal improvement
against the US dollar, ap-
preciating 0.03% in the in-
ter-bank market on Wednes-
day. At close, the currency
settled at 277.85, a gain of
Re0.08 against the green-
back. On Tuesday, the ru-
pee had settled at 277.93,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). Interna-
tionally, the US dollar held
near a 6-1/2-month peak
against major peers and
bitcoin was solidly poised
just below record highs
on Wednesday as markets
sized up so-called Trump
trades ahead of key US in-
flation data later in the day.
The US dollar is reaping
the benefits of Republican
Donald Trump’s victory in
the US presidential elec-
tion last week, with inves-
tors pricing in policies of
lower taxes and trade tariffs
under the incoming admin-
istration that are seen as
inflationary. The Trump
trade has pushed up US
Treasury yields as markets
wager the Federal Reserve
may temper the extent of
its future rate cuts. The US
dollar index, which meas-
ures the currency against a
basket of currencies, tacked
on 0.02% to 106.01, not far
from Tuesday’s high of
106.17, its strongest since
May 1. Bitcoin paused its
record-breaking climb,
down 0.23% at $87,105.05
after hitting an all-time
high of $89,998 on Tues-
day. Trump has vowed to
make the US “the cryp-
to capital of the plan-
et”. Oil prices, a key
indicator of currency
parity, inched higher on
Wednesday underpinned
by signs of near-term
supply tightness but
held near their lowest
in two weeks, a day af-
ter OPEC downgraded
its forecast for global oil
demand growth in 2024
and 2025.—APP
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Gilani for more social steps
to boost investors’ confidence

Chairman senate acknowledged the business community’s pivotal role in national
economic development. He endorsed RCCI’s call for an economic charter, policy stability,
and business representation in key committees

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate and former Prime
Minister, Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani on Wednesday called
for creating more social cohe-
siveness to boost investors’
confidence and strengthen-
ing democratic credentials.
He said this while address-
ing to business community
during his visit to Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Com-
merce here on Wednesday
The Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(RCCI) welcomed Senate
Chairman Syed Yousaf Raza
Gillani for an insightful ad-
dress to the business com-
munity. RCCI President
Usman Shaukat, Senior
Vice President Khalid Fa-
rooq Qazi, Vice President
Fahad Barlas, Group Lead-
er Sohail Altaf, along with
former presidents and exec-
utive committee members,
extended a warm reception
to the Senate Chairman.
Representatives from
Anjuman Tajran, Small
Chamber President Sardar

Saqgib, RWCCI President
Ms.Quratulain Khan, wom-
en members, and RCCI
members also attended the
event. President Usman
Shaukat provided an update
on RCCI’s ongoing initia-
tives, noting improvements
in Pakistan’s macroeconomic
indicators. He highlighted re-

duced inflation and interest
rates, a stabilized currency,
and increased exports and
remittances. He also urged
for accelerating the con-
struction work of economic
and industrial zones around
the Ring Road, underscor-
ing the strategic importance
of these zones in fostering

growth. Group Leader So-
hail Altaf further advocated
for an economic charter to
ensure policy continuity,
suggested business commu-
nity representation in Sen-
ate Finance and Commerce
Committees, and recom-
mended that the Chamber
President’s term be reduced

from two years to one for
greater dynamism. Address-
ing the ceremony, Chairman
Gillani acknowledged the
business community’s pivot-
al role in national economic
development. He endorsed
RCCT’s call for an economic
charter, policy stability, and
business representation in

key committees. Stressing
the importance of the eco-
nomic zones around Ring
Road, he recognized them
as essential for sustainable
growth. Gillani emphasized
that public-private part-
nerships are crucial for
driving socio-economic
progress and reaffirmed
Parliament’s commitment
to supporting recovery ef-
forts. He highlighted gov-
ernment initiatives such
as the Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP)
as part of efforts to assist
the needy.

Chairman Gillani conclud-
ed by emphasizing that
political stability directly
impacts economic growth,
underscoring the impor-
tance of a conducive busi-
ness environment and con-
sistent policies for national
progress. He called for re-
duced imports, increased
exports, and a stable policy
framework to attract long-
term investment, reassur-
ing the business communi-
ty of Parliament’s support
in promoting Pakistan’s
economic prosperity.

Israel airstrikes kill 23 in

largest daytime assault in Beirut

Israel stated it had taken measures to reduce civilian casualties,
reiterating its longstanding accusation that Hezbollah deliberately
places its operations in residential areas to use civilians as human

shields, a charge Hezbollah denies

BEIRUT/JERUSALEM: The Israeli military launched extensive airstrikes on southern Beirut on Tuesday, delivering one
of its most significant daytime assaults on Hezbollah-controlled areas, along with attacks on central Lebanon that resulted
in at least 23 fatalities. Smoke filled the skies over Beirut as approximately twelve airstrikes hit southern suburbs by
mid-morning. After issuing warnings on social media, the Israeli military reported targeting Hezbollah’s weapon and
missile facilities in Beirut’s Dahiyeh district, claiming substantial destruction of the group’s infrastructure. Israel stated
it had taken measures to reduce civilian casualties, reiterating its longstanding accusation that Hezbollah deliberately
places its operations in residential areas to use civilians as human shields, a charge Hezbollah denies. In northern Israel,
two people were killed in Nahariya when a residential building was hit by an attack; later, Hezbollah claimed responsibility
for a drone assault targeting a military base near the city. Israelis across the north sought shelter due to continued drone
attacks, with one drone landing in a kindergarten yard in a Haifa suburb. Fortunately, no injuries were reported, as the
children had been safely moved to a shelter. In Lebanon’s Mount Lebanon region, Israeli strikes killed eight individuals
in Baalchmay, southeast of Beirut, and fifteen in Joun, within the Chouf district, according to Lebanon’s health ministry.
Strikes on other southern areas led to additional fatalities, including five in Tefahta, two in Nabatieh, and one in Tyre,
while a further casualty was reported in Hermel, located in northeast Lebanon. The ongoing violence has led many Beirut
residents to abandon the southern suburbs since the bombings began in September. Footage from one airstrike, widely
shared on social media, captured two missiles destroying a ten-story building, filling the area with smoke and debris.
This intensification follows a year of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah, which gained momentum due to the Gaza
conflict. In September, Israel escalated its actions by initiating airstrikes across Lebanon and deploying troops along
the southern border. Israel asserts it has inflicted significant losses on Hezbollah, killing key leaders, including Hassan
Nasrallah, and extensively damaging southern Beirut and Lebanese border villages. On Tuesday, Israel’s military chief,
Herzi Halevi, visited forces in Lebanon, remarking that the Israeli military was “operating very strongly” within the coun-
try. According to Lebanon’s health ministry, Israeli operations over the past year have resulted in at least 3,287 deaths
in Lebanon, with the majority occurring within the last seven weeks. The ministry’s records do not distinguish between
civilian and militant casualties. Hezbollah’s retaliatory attacks over the past year have killed approximately 100 civilians

and military personnel in northern Israel, the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, and southern Lebanon.—DNA

Airlines ground
Bali flights after
volcano erupts

JAKARTA: Airlines cancelled flights to and from the Indo-
nesian resort island of Bali on Wednesday, leaving travellers
stranded after a nearby volcano catapulted an ash tower miles
into the sky. At least 16 international routes were affected
after Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki on Flores island spewed a
nine-kilometre tower a day earlier, the general manager of Ba-
Ii’s international airport said in a statement. Flights from Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong, Qatar, India, Australia, Malaysia, China’s
Pudong and South Korea’s Incheon were all either delayed
or grounded, Ahmad Syaugi Shahab said Wednesday. Animal
clinic worker Samsudin, 52, from Indonesia’s main island was
transiting in Bali to Malaysia and forced to spend the night at
the airport. “I'm sleeping here rather than going back to Java. It
is far,” he told AFP. “I'm waiting here, until tomorrow,” he added,
saying he bought a new flight after his AirAsia ticket was refund-
ed. Australia’s Jetstar, Qantas and Virgin Australia all grounded
flights, while Malaysia Airlines, AirAsia, India’s IndiGo and Singa-
pore’s Scoot also listed flights as cancelled on Wednesday, an AFP
journalist at Bali’s airport said. “Volcanic ash poses a significant
threat to safe operations of the aircraft in the vicinity of volcanic
clouds,” said AirAsia as it announced several cancellations. Hong
Kong’s Cathay Pacific also listed its flights as cancelled, re-
scheduling routes to and from Bali until Thursday. Passengers
look at an electronic board displaying cancelled flights after
the nearby Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki volcano catapulted an
ash tower miles into the sky, at the Ngurah Rai International
Airport in Tuban near Denpasar, on Indonesia’s resort island
of Bali on November 13. — AFP
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donesian resort island of Bali on Wednesday, leaving trav-
ellers stranded after a nearby volcano catapulted an ash
tower miles into the sky. At least 16 international routes
were affected after Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki on Flores
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ZHUHALI: Stealth fighter jets and
attack drones took centre stage as
China’s largest air show officially
opened on Tuesday, attracting
more than 890 companies from 47
countries and regions. The star of
Airshow China, which showcases
Beijing’s civil and military aero-
space sector every two years in
the southern city of Zhuhai, is the
new J-35A stealth fighter jet. Its
inclusion in the airshow suggests
it is nearly ready to enter oper-
ation, which would make China
the only country other than the
United States to have two stealth
fighters in action, experts said.
The J-35A is lighter than China’s
existing model, the J20, and looks

more similar in design to a US
F-35. A group of J20s performed
a display flight on Tuesday
morning, flying in a diamond for-
mation across a grey sky. State
news agency Xinhua quoted mil-
itary expert Wang Mingzhi as
saying the combination of the
two models greatly enhances
the People’s Liberation Army
Air Force (PLAAF)’s “ability to
conduct offensive operations
in high-threat and contested
environments”.  The airshow
will feature a dedicated drone
zone for the first time, reflect-
ing their increased prominence
in warzones, including Ukraine.
The SS-UAV - a massive moth-

SINGAPORE: Atif Ikram Sheikh President FPCCI & Vice President CACCI presenting crest of
FPCCI to Rabia Shafiq High Commissioner of Pakistan. Mr.Aun Ali Syed Vice President FPCCI
and Mrs Atif Ikram Sheikh Zil-e-Huma Director Mujahid Group of Companies and officials of
the High Commission are also present at a lunch hosted by High Commissioner in honour of

President Atif Ikram Sheikh .

State news agency Xinhua quoted military expert Wang Mingzhi as saying the combination of the
two models greatly enhances the People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF)’s “ability to conduct

ership that can rapidly release
swarms of smaller drones for
intelligence gathering, as well
as strikes - will be on display in
Zhuhai, according to the South
China Morning Post. This year
the show’s focus is squarely on
the military sector, as it coin-
cides with the 75th anniversary
of the PLAAF, but China’s bur-
geoning space industry will also
be showcasing developments. A
model of a homegrown reusable
space cargo shuttle will debut
at the show, Xinhua reported
on Monday. Named Haoloong,
the shuttle is designed to be
launched on a commercial rock-
et, and then dock with China’s

offensive operations in high-threat and contested environments”

space station Tiangong. “It can
re-enter the atmosphere, fly and
land horizontally at a designated
airport, allowing for recovery
and reuse,” Xinhua said. China’s
homegrown regional jetliner,
the ARJ21, was rebranded as
C909 at a product launch by its
developer Commercial Aircraft
Corporation of China (COMAC).
Since its commercial operation
in 2016, the C909 has delivered
a total of 150 aircraft and safely
carried over 17 million passen-
gers. The jetliner has under-
gone continuous improvements
in performance, cabin comfort
and crew operations, allowing
it to offer multiple cabin con-

figurations. It is equipped with
excellent takeoff and landing
capabilities at airports with
short, narrow runways, as well
as in high-altitude, hot or cold
environments, making it high-
ly adaptable to the operating
conditions in China’s border
regions, Southeast Asia, Africa
and other overseas areas. The
C909 is well-suited for building a
route network based on regional
or secondary hub airports, pro-
viding capacity support to major
hub airports. Additionally, it is
capable of flying on commercial
routes using sustainable avia-
tion fuel, meeting the diverse
needs of customers.—Agencies

Russia asks
Israel to
avoid air

strikes near

Syrian hase

MOSCOW:  Russia has
asked Israel to avoid launch-
ing aerial strikes as part of
its war against Lebanon’s
Hezbollah near one of Mos-
cow’s bases in Syria, a top
official said Wednesday. Syr-
ian state media in mid-Octo-
ber claimed that Israel had
struck the port city of La-
takia, a stronghold of Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, who
is supported by Russia and
in turn backs Hezbollah. La-
takia, and in particular its
airport, is close to the town
of Hmeimim that hosts a
Russian air base. “Israel
actually carried out an air
strike in the immediate vi-
cinity of Hmeimim,” Alex-
ander Lavrentiev, Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
special envoy in the Near
East, told the RIA Novosti
press agency. “Our military
has of course notified Israe-
li authorities that such acts
that put Russian military
lives in danger over there
are unacceptable,” he add-
ed. “That is why we hope
that this incident in Octo-
ber will not be repeated.”
Israeli airstrike attacks Syr-
ian military targets

Israel has carried out in-
tensive bombing of Syria
but rarely targets Latakia,
to the northwest of Damas-
cus.—Agencies

Iran says
communication
channels with
US ‘still exist’

TEHRAN: Iran’s top diplo-
mat said Wednesday that
communication  channels
with the United States were
still open, a week after
Donald Trump was elected
president. “The communi-
cation channels between
us and the Americans still
exist,” Abbas Araghchi said
on the sidelines of a week-
ly cabinet meeting. “We
have differences with the
Americans, which are some-
times very fundamental and
central and may not be re-
solved, but we must manage
them to reduce their costs
and decrease the tensions,”
he added. Araghchi said last
month that there was no
ground for indirect nuclear
talks with the United States.
Iran urges Trump to change
‘maximum pressure’ policy
“We don’t see any grounds
for these talks, until we can
get past the current crisis,”
Araghchi said on October
14 during a visit to the Gulf
sultanate of Oman as part
of a regional tour. Oman
has long mediated between
Iran and the United States,
which cut ties after the
1979 Islamic revolution that
saw Western-backed Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi
ousted. The remarks by the
Iranian top diplomat were
echoed by the country’s
president on Tuesday. “Re-
garding America, whether
we like it or not, we will
eventually face this coun-
try in the regional and in-
ternational arena, and it is
better to manage this issue
ourselves,” Masoud Pezesh-
kian said. ~APP

Chief
Collector
Custom told
about issues
affecting Pak-
Afghan trade

PESHAWAR:A delegation
of businessmen from Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa met with
newly appointed Chief
Collector Customs KP,
Khawaja Khurram Naeem
and apprised him about
the problems causing hin-
drances in smooth sailing of
Pak-Afghan trade. The busi-
nessmen delegation was led
by President Frontier Cus-
toms Agents Association
(FCAA), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi.
Other members of the del-
egation were SVP FCAA,
Khalid Shezad, VP Imtiaz
Ahmad Ali, GS Mian Wa-
heed Bacha and member
Executive Committee in-
cluding Mansoor Ahmad,
Tariq Afridi, Israr Afridi,
Arshad Khan, Nizam Shah
and Wahab Khan. During
the meeting, Collector
Custom Appriasement,
Mateen Alam and Madam
Iqgra Shaukat were also
present.

President FCAA, Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi congratulated
newly appointed Chief Col-
lector Customs KP and ex-
pressed the hope that he
will give due consideration
to problems being faced
by business community of
the province.—APP
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4 terrorists
killed in Kech
operation

DNA

RAWALPINDI: On night
12/13 November 2024,
security forces conducted
an intelligence based oper-
ation in general area Bal-
gatar of Kech District on
reported presence of terror-
ists. During conduct of the
operation, after an intense
fire exchange between own
troops and the terrorists,
four terrorists including a
High Value Target, Terror-
ist ring leader Sana @ Baru
were killed. He was focal
recruitment agent, espe-
cially suicide bombers, for
so called Majeed Brigade
in District Kech and was
highly wanted by the Law
Enforcement Agencies.
Weapons and ammunition
were also recovered from
the killed Terrorists. Sani-
tization operation is being
conducted to eliminate any
other terrorist found in the
area. Security Forces of
Pakistan, in step with Na-
tion, remain determined to
thwart attempts of sabotag-
ing peace, stability and pro-
gress of Balochistan.

PTA blocks
websites for
obscene
content

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA) has blocked websites
that spread profane and
obscene content. As per
details, it has so far blocked
over one hundred thousand
blasphemous URLs and
844,008 obscene websites.
In a separate development,
the government of Pakistan
started blocking unregis-
tered Virtual Private Net-
works (VPNs) in firewall
trial. The unregistered
VPNs were blocked tem-
porarily for white-listing.
The sources within the Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) termed
unregistered VPNs a ‘se-
curity risk’ for Pakistan, as
they can be used to access
‘sensitive information.’
PTA has urged business-
es—such as IT companies,
software houses, freelanc-
ers, and banks—to register
their IP addresses to en-
sure continued VPN access
and uninterrupted internet
services for authorized
users. Those registering
must provide information
about their intended use
and specify their business
activities. It is to be noted
that the PTA started regis-
tration of VPNs in 2010 and
so far around 20,500 VPNs
have been registered, the
sources said.

Earthquake
hits
Islamabad,
parts of KP

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: A 5.3-mag-
nitude earthquake shook
the federal capital, Islam-
abad, and several areas of
neighbouring Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, including Pesha-
war, on Wednesday morn-
ing. The tremors were felt
in other areas including
Mohmand, Shabqadar,
Attock, Malakand, Swat,
Shangla, Buner, and Ab-
bottabad. According to the
Pakistan = Meteorological
Department’s Seismologi-
cal Centre, the earthquake
struck at 10:13am, with a
depth of 220 kilometres.
The epicentre was located
in the Hindu Kush region
of Afghanistan, a region
known for frequent seismic
activity. This earthquake
adds to a series of tremors
that have affected the re-
gion in recent years, with
the Hindu Kush area being
a hotspot for seismic activi-
ty due to its position along
tectonic plate boundaries.
Today’s tremors came ex-
actly two months after a
5.7-magnitude earthquake
jolted the federal capital
and parts of Punjab and
KP on September 11. The
quake in September was
preceded by another one
of 5.4-magnitude which
jolted parts of Islamabad,
Rawalpindi and KP in June.
So far, the country has re-
portedly witnessed at least
seven earthquakes this
year, of which three were
in coastal city Karachi.

Pak working to promote
legal migration pathways

Minister of Interior Mohsin Naqvi emphasized that It is essential to
recognize that these challenges require comprehensive strategies that

address not just the symptoms but also the root causes

ForeiGgN DEsk

BUDAPEST: Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi says challenges like prolonged
conflicts, economic instability and cli-
mate change require comprehensive
strategies to address irregular migra-
tion. While addressing the Conference
he said that since the last Ministerial
Conference held in 2019, several impor-
tant developments have taken place. He
highlighted that today, we are confronted
with a range of pressing issues such as
prolonged conflicts, economic instability
and climate change, that have reshaped
migratory flows worldwide. He stated
that these dynamics create complex chal-
lenges that no single country can address
alone. He emphasized that It is essential
to recognize that these challenges re-
quire comprehensive strategies that ad-
dress not just the symptoms but also the
root causes of irregular migration. Interi-
or Minister highlighted that Pakistan has
taken a number of legislative and admin-
istrative measures to curb irregular mi-
gration. He said that we have empowered
our Law Enforcement Agencies to effec-
tively prosecute criminals involved in
human smuggling. He added that we are
also focusing on raising public awareness
regarding the dangers associated with
migrant smuggling, strengthening our
border controls and enhancing regional
and international cooperation to address
smuggling of migrants. He stated that we

are actively working on enhancing bilat-
eral agreements and talent partnerships
with EU countries and beyond to pro-
mote and diversify legal migration path-
ways. Mohsin Naqvi highlighted that there
has been a troubling rise in anti-immigrant
sentiments across the globe, often fueled by
populist rhetoric. He added that this trend
poses significant challenges. Interior Minis-

ter hoped that the adoption of the Budapest
Declaration will generate fresh political mo-
mentum for a balanced approach, ensuring
that no aspect of migration is prioritized
over another in our future work. He said that
Pakistan looks forward to a constructive and
mutually beneficial engagement with the
Process. Interior Minister stated that It is
an honor to address this gathering at the

7th Ministerial Conference of the Budapest
Process. He congratulated Co-Chairs Turkey
and Hungary and extended a special thanks
to the Government and people of Hungary
for a very warm welcome in the beautiful
and historic city of Budapest. He also com-
mended the International Centre for Migra-
tion Policy Development for their dedicated
efforts towards arranging this meeting.

Privatisation board rejects
PIA bid, proposes new plan

New proposals for airline's privatisation will now be forwarded
to cabinet committee and federal cabinet for approval

MEenTaB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Privatisation Commission Board of Pakistan
has rejected the latest bid for Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)
and presented new proposals for the airline's privatisation, which
will now be forwarded to the cabinet committee and the federal
cabinet for approval. The decision came during a meeting led by
Privatisation Minister Aleem Khan, which reviewed several privati-
sation initiatives and approved key recommendations. Addressing
the meeting on Wednesday, Khan stressed that all privatisation ef-
forts, including those for PIA, must adhere to legal protocols while
prioritising the national interest. "The final decision on the privati-
sation of institutions like PIA rests with the cabinet committee," he
stated, adding that steps must be taken to enhance future bidding
processes. Khan also directed officials to expedite the privatisation
of PIA and other public entities, noting, "We are bound by our oath
to undertake whatever actions are necessary for the welfare of the
country and its people." He emphasised the importance of learning
from the current PIA privatisation process to improve future ef-
forts. The board also considered significant aspects related to the

privatisation of other state-owned projects, marking further steps

towards Pakistan's broader privatisation agenda. Meanwhile, The

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government has once again written to
the privatisation minister to participate in the privatisation of na-
tional airline PIA. In its first correspondence on November 1, the
KP government formally conveyed its readiness to submit a com-
petitive bid for PIA, surpassing the current highest offer of Rs10
billion made by the Blue World Consortium. In a follow-up letter
addressed to Federal Minister for Privatisation Abdul Aleem Khan,
Hassan Masood Kunwar, Vice-Chairman of the KP Board of Invest-
ment and Trade (KP-BOIT), mentioned that 10 days had passed
since the initial proposal and that the board was now seeking an
update on the matter. The letter emphasised the strategic impor-
tance of the acquisition, highlighting strong support from Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur and the KP Investment Board, and request-
ed an update on the status of the proposal. The KP government
reiterated its commitment to preserving and revitalising PIA, aiming
to maintain its legacy as the national flag carrier. The letter noted
that the KP leadership was prepared to offer significant resources
and support to achieve these objectives, with a vision to return PIA
to prominence while aligning with Pakistan’s national interests.

Pakistan passport
plunges to 102nd

in global ranking

Somalia, Yemen, Bangladesh, the
Palestinian Authority, Ethiopia, and
Libya rank higher than Pakistan

Mon1ToRrRING DESK

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani passport has seen a further decline, now
ranking 102nd in the world, according to the latest report by the global
passport ranking organization, Henley & Partners. The report revealed

Israel forces presses
airstrikes in Lebanon

that countries such as Somalia, Yemen, Bangladesh, the Palestinian Au-
thority, Ethiopia, and Libya now held passports that ranked higher than
Pakistan's. These countries were ranked 101st, with their citizens able
to travel to 38 countries without a visa, while Pakistani passport holders
could travel to only 34 countries visafree. According to the report, Sin-
gapore held the title of the world’s most powerful passport, with its
citizens able to travel to 195 countries without a visa. France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, and Spain follow closely, with access to 192 coun-
tries visafree. Afghanistan held the position of the world’s weakest
passport, with Afghan citizens able to travel to only 28 countries with-
out a visa. The decline in the Pakistani passport's ranking has been
attributed to the large number of Pakistanis fleeing the country due to
its current uncertain political and economic situation. Many have been
traveling illegally to European countries, while a significant number of
Pakistanis also live illegally in Gulf countries, often resorting to beg-

ging. Begging is considered a crime in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, with

Saudi prisons reportedly holding numerous Pakistanis caught in the
act. The reputation of the Pakistani passport has also been damaged
by Afghan refugees residing in Pakistan, who allegedly obtained Pa-

kistani passports through bribery from passport authorities.

Pak partners
with China for
Chang’e-8
lunar mission

SUPARCO spox Pakistan
will contribute a 35-kilo-
gram rover designed to
explore Moon's south pole

ISLAMBAD: The Pakistan Space and Upper
Atmosphere Research Commission (SU-
PARCO) has announced a historic collab-
oration with China for the upcoming 2028
Chang’e-8 lunar mission. This marks Paki-
stan’s inaugural venture into lunar explo-
ration, underscoring the country’s growing
ambitions in space research. A SUPARCO
spokesperson revealed that, as part of the
mission, Pakistan will contribute a 35-kilo-
gram rover designed to explore the Moon's
south pole. The rover, slated for launch in
2028, will play a key role in advancing the
mission’s objectives by enhancing lunar
surface analysis and contributing to rev-
olutionary research on the Moon. "The
collaboration with China will pave the way
for groundbreaking scientific research that
will significantly expand our understanding
of the lunar surface," the spokesperson
stated. "The rover's primary mission will
focus on detailed exploration of the Moon’s
south pole, an area believed to hold valua-
ble resources, including water ice." This
partnership follows the successful launch
of Pakistan's iCube Qamar satellite in May
2024, which was deployed aboard China’s
Chang’e-6 mission. iCube Qamar entered
lunar orbit on May 8, marking another sig-
nificant step in Pakistan's space exploration
efforts. The CubeSat, a miniature satellite,
serves as an important tool for scientific re-
search and technological advancement. The
Chang’e-8 mission, a joint effort between
China and SUPARCO, will offer Pakistan its
first direct involvement in lunar exploration,
enabling Pakistani scientists and engineers
to contribute to one of the most ambitious
space missions of the decade. - DNA

Trump names
Hegseth as
defence
secy pick

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump
has named Pete Hegseth, a
Fox News host, author and
military veteran, as his pick
for defence secretary. Heg-
seth, 44, who served in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, will be
responsible for the world’s
most powerful military
in his first political role.
Announcing his choice on
Tuesday, Trump described
him as “tough, smart and
a true believer in America
First”. The news came on
the same day Trump an-
nounced another political
newcomer, billionaire Elon
Musk, would take a gov-
ernment cost-cutting role.
Trump’s administration is
taking shape after his win
in last week’s presidential
election. Hegseth was one
of a flurry of security ap-
pointments that also includ-
ed Trump’s pick of John
Ratcliffe to head the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA).
If confirmed for his role by
the US Senate, Hegseth will
arrive at the Pentagon with
decisions to make on issues
such as military assistance
for Israel during its cam-
paign in Gaza, and on sup-
port for Ukraine in the face
of Russia’s invasion. Trump
wants the US to disentangle
itself from foreign conflicts
generally. During the elec-
tion campaign, he criticised
the Biden administration’s
expenditure to support
Kyiv. Also on Tuesday,
Trump confirmed that he
wanted South Dakota Gov-
ernor Kristi Noem to play
a significant role as home-
land security secretary.
Another military veteran,
Michael Waltz, was chosen
by Trump as national secu-
rity adviser - meaning he
will advise the president on
foreign threats. - Agencies

Russia
launches
drone, mis-
sile barrage
on Kyiv

KYIV: Russia stepped up
its attacks on the Ukrainian
capital early on Wednes-
day with its first combined
drone and missile attack
since the summer. Officials
said one man was wound-
ed by falling debris from a
downed drone in a suburb
of Kyiv. Russia escalated
its attacks on Kyiv ear
ly Wednesday, launching
waves of drones and mis-
siles in its first combined
aerial assault on the capital
in more than 70 days, au-
thorities said. The broad-
side came as Washington
and Seoul echoed warnings
from Ukraine that North
Korean troops had begun
“engaging in combat oper-
ations” alongside Russian
forces on the border be-
tween the warring coun-
tries. A security source
in Kyiv meanwhile told
AFP that Ukraine was be-
hind the assassination of a
high-ranking Russian naval
officer in a car bombing on
the annexed Crimean pen-
insula. Ukraine’s air force
said its units had downed
four missiles and 37 drones
launched by Russia over
eight regions of Ukraine
overnight and into Wednes-
day morning. - Agencies

News DEsk

BEIRUT: The Israeli army on Tuesday continued to launch
attacks against civilians in Lebanon, targeting them in sev-
eral areas without prior evacuation warnings.
airstrikes on Beirut’s southern suburbs in the space of only
three hours were preceded by evacuation warnings. The
attacks caused no injuries but resulted in widespread de-
struction of residential buildings and commercial, medical
and educational centers. The airstrikes in southern Lebanon
and Bekaa region, reaching Akkar in Lebanon’s far north,
erased any hope of a nearterm ceasefire settlement. The
strikes were accompanied by an announcement on Israel’s
Channel 14 that “the Israeli army has expanded its opera-
tions in southern Lebanon to areas it had not reached since
the beginning of the ground operation.” About 50 days
have passed since Israel intensified its hostile operations
in Lebanon targeting Hezbollah. The death toll from these
confrontations and attacks has passed 3,200, with more than
14,000 wounded. For the first time, an airstrike targeted a
mountainous area between Baalchmay and Aabadiyeh on the
road leading to Aley, destroying a building housing displaced
people. The mayor of Baalchmay, Adham Al-Danaf, confirmed
that “the airstrike targeted a residential building in the Dhour
Aabadiyeh area.” The initial toll from the Ministry of Health
showed “five people killed and two injured.” The raids that
targeted Beirut’s southern suburbs for the first time in the
morning, unlike nightly raids before, caused huge destruction.
Those who evacuated their homes after Israeli warnings, used
their phones to record the collapse of empty buildings in Sfeir,
Haret Hreik, Bir Al-Abed, Mrayjeh, Laylaki and Hadath. Israe-
li warplanes also targeted Tyre, where a strike on a building
killed three people and injured many others, while a raid on
Tefahta killed a man identified as Kifah Khalil and his family.
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