
Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: As the country celebrated the 148th birth-
day of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah on Wednesday, 
President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif vowed to build a Pakistan that reflects Jinnah’s vi-
sion of inclusivity and rights for religious minorities. The 
day dawned with gun salutes in the federal and provincial 
capitals followed by a change of the guard’s ceremony at 
Quaid-i-Azam’s mausoleum in Karachi, where a contin-

gent of Pakistan Military Academy Kakul assumed guard 
duties.  Special programmes were arranged during the 
day to pay tribute to the Father of the Nation. In a state-
ment, President Zardari reiterated his commitment to 
religious harmony, mutual respect, and protection of mi-
nority rights in the country. He said, “[The] Constitution 
guarantees the fundamental rights of all citizens, irrespec-
tive of their faith and our founding father Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah also envisioned a Pakistan where 
people of all religions could thrive as equal citizens.” 

Continued on Page 06

PM expressed grief

Azerbaijan 
plane crashes 
in Kazakhstan
32 survive, several 
others feared dead

DNA
Baku: An Embraer passen-
ger plane flying from Azer-
baijan to Russia crashed near 
the city of Aktau in Kazakh-
stan on Wednesday with 62 
passengers and five crew on 
board, Kazakh authorities an-
nounced, saying that 32 peo-
ple had survived. Unverified 
video of the crash showed 
the plane, which was oper-
ated by Azerbaijan Airlines, 
bursting into flames as it hit 
the ground and thick black 
smoke then rising. Blood-
ied and bruised passengers 
could be seen stumbling 

Continued on Page 06

Trump's incoming 
envoy calls for 
Imran's release

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) has welcomed the statement of 
Richard Grenell, US President-elect Donald 
Trump’s nominee as envoy for special mis-
sions — who advocated for the release of in-
carcerated party founder Imran Khan, with 
the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) urging the United States to re-
spect the country’s sovereignty. Grenell, 
who is also a close confidant of Trump, 
garnered attention in Pakistan when he 
demanded the release of Imran, who was 
ousted in April 2022 through a parliamen-
tary no-confidence vote. “Release Imran 
Khan,” Trump’s ally tweeted on November 
26 — the day when authorities launched a 
late-night crackdown against PTI protest-
ers marching on Islamabad’s D-Chowk.

Continued on Page 06

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir, joined the Christian 
community in celebrating Christmas at St. Joseph’s Catholic Cathedral Church. – DNA

PTI clarifies it doesn’t want interference; 
PML-N says Imran’s imprisonment is 

Pakistan’s internal matter

PTI welcomes statement

Briefs

Parachinar sit-in 
over road blockade 

enters sixth day
Health services halted; protests and 

negotiations for peace underway in Kurram

Shamim Shahid

Peshawar: More than 100 children have tragically 
died in Parachinar due to the unavailability of medi-
cal facilities caused by road blockades that have per-
sisted for two and a half months. The ongoing crisis has 
sparked protests as citizens demand urgent action to 
reopen access routes. They are protesting against the 
road blockade for the sixth day. According to a private 
new channel report, the blockade, which has been going 
on for more than two months, has deprived residents 
of essential food and medical supplies. Agha Muzam-
il, Chairman of Upper Kurram Tehsil, said: “Residents 
are unable to access basic needs like healthcare and 
food due to road closures. Over 100 children have suc-
cumbed to the lack of medical care.” In response, Kur-
ram’s Deputy Commissioner announced that a Grand 
Jirga arrived in the district to initiate peace talks aimed 
at resolving the longstanding tribal conflict. The gov-
ernment hopes these negotiations will lead to stability 
and the reopening of roads. Solidarity demonstrations 
have also taken place outside Karachi’s Numaish Chow-
rangi and Lahore Press Club, organised by Majlis Wah-
dat-e-Muslimeen to highlight the plight of Parachinar 
residents. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister’s Advis-
er on Information Barrister Saif said that a special po-
lice force has been approved to secure Parachinar Road. 

Continued on Page 06

Over 46 dead in
 Pak airstrikes

News Desk

KABUL: Pakistan airstrikes in Afghanistan’s eastern Pa-
ktika province killed at least 46 people, including women 
and children, according to the Taliban’s spokesperson, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, on Wednesday. The strikes, which 
took place late Tuesday night in the Barmal district, also 
left six others injured. Mujahid condemned the attack, 
describing it as “clear aggression,” and reaffirmed that 
the Taliban government would not leave such actions 
unaddressed. The Afghan defence ministry issued a 
statement condemning the airstrikes, stating that the 
Islamic Emirate would defend its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. This follows a series of deadly cross-bor-
der exchanges between Pakistan and Afghanistan since 
the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul in 2021. Tensions have 
escalated, particularly in the border regions, where Pa-
kistan has been battling a surge in militant violence.
According to a resident of Barmal, Maleel, the air-
strikes devastated several homes, with one bombing 
killing 18 members of a single family. Another strike 
reportedly killed three people and left several others 
wounded, who were subsequently hospitalized. The 
Pakistani military has not officially commented on the 
attack, but the strike follows heightened tensions after 
the Pakistani Taliban, or Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), which shares a similar ideology with the Afghan 
Taliban, claimed responsibility for an attack on a Paki-
stani army outpost last week as Pakistani intelligence 
officials reported that 16 soldiers were martyred in 
the assault. Despite the ongoing border conflicts, both 
Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed earlier this week to 
ease tensions and strengthen bilateral relations, with 
Pakistan’s Special Representative, Ambassador Mu-
hammad Sadiq, visiting Kabul for meetings with Afghan 
officials and traders. Last week, a Pakistani soldier was 
martyred during an infiltration attempt by terrorists 
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, further high-
lighting the fragile security situation in the region.

Zabihullah Mujahid condemned the attack, leaving six 
injured, calling it “clear aggression” and vowing a response

Forces kill 
13 terrorists 
in S W IBO

Khawarij were 
involved in numerous 

terrorist activities 
against security forces

Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: The security 
forces killed 13 terrorists 
during an intelligence-based 
operation (IBO) in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s South 
Waziristan district, the 
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said on 
Wednesday. In a statement, 
the military’s media wing 
said that the operation took 
place last night in the dis-
trict’s Sararogha area on the 
reported presence of mili-
tants.  “During the conduct 
of operation, own troops 
effectively engaged khwar-
ij location, as a result of 
which, thirteen khwarij were 
sent to hell,” the ISPR said. 

Continued on Page 06

COAS Asim lauds 
minorities’ contribution 
to progress of Pakistan
General Asim Munir also paid a 
solemn tribute to Quaid-e-Azam

Faisal Sheikh

RAWALPINDI: Underscoring the spirit of inclusivity 
and harmony, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General 
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M) joined the Christian commu-
nity in celebrating Christmas here Wednesday at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Cathedral Church. The congrega-
tion extended a warm welcome to the COAS, express-
ing gratitude for his presence and solidarity during 
this cherished occasion, said a news release issued by 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). On this festive 
day, the COAS conveyed his heartfelt Christmas greet-
ings to the Christian community across the nation.

Continued on Page 06

Prime Minister, President echo 
inclusivity, religious freedom
Special programmes were arranged during the 
day to pay tribute to the Father of the Nation

Taliban govt says

Justice Mansoor refuses to 
become administrative judge
Former CJP Qazi Faez Isa had appointed Shah as 
administrative judge of the Supreme Court (SC)

Also refused to sign files

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Senior 
puisne judge Justice 
Mansoor Ali Shah on 
Wednesday recused 
himself from continuing 
to perform his duties as 
an administrative judge. 
According to sources, 
former CJP Qazi Faez 
Isa had appointed Shah to the position of 
administrative judge of the Supreme Court 
(SC). Furthermore, the senior puisne judge 
also refused to sign the files sent to him, say-
ing he had not been working as an adminis-
trative judge anymore. Earlier, Justice Shah 
had written a nine-page letter to the Judicial 
Commission secretary demanding mech-
anism and criteria for the nomination and 
determination of the number of judges for 
the constitutional benches of the Supreme 
Court and the high courts. “The commission 
has already nominated and determined a 
number of judges of the Supreme Court and 

Continued on Page 06

IHC seeks intel 
report in missing 

person’s case
Justice Kiyani remarked such a 

commission should be shut down

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kiyani of the Islamabad High Court ex-
pressed displeasure over the Missing 
Persons Commis¬sion during a hea¬ring 
on the recovery of Mudassar Khan, a cit-
izen reportedly missing from Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir. The court directed the 
director general of Military Intelligence 
to submit a sealed report on the matter 
and adjourned the case to Dec 27. The 
assistant attorney general said that the 
matter pertains to AJK, since Mr Khan 
went missing from that territory and 
an FIR has also been registered there. 

Continued on Page 06

Govt committed to 
finding amicable 

solution: Siddiqui
Senator Irfan also emphasized 

the need for maturity

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz Senator Irfan Siddiqui 
revealed on Wednesday that negoti-
ations between the government and 
opposition PTI have begun, paving 
the way for a potential resolution to 
the country’s ongoing political ten-
sions and expressed optimism that 
the issues would be resolved amicably. 

Continued on Page 06

Gen Sahir 
calls on 
Kuwait 

Crown Prince
DNA

Rawalpindi: General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza, NI 
(M), Chairman Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee, who is 
on an official visit to State 
of Kuwait, called on HH 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak 
Al-Sabah, Crown Prince 
of Kuwait, HH Sheikh Fa-
hed Yousef Al Sabah, First 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defense and 
Minister of Interior, Lieu-
tenant General (Staff) En-
gineer Hashim Al Rafee, 
Under Secretary Kuwait 
National Guard, Sheikh 
Abdullah Mishal Al Sabah, 
Under Secretary Minis-
try of Defence, and Major 
General Subah Jaber Alsa-
bah, Acting Chief of Staff 
of Kuwait Armed Forces.

Erdogan 
threatens to 
‘bury’ Kurds
The Turkish president 

has called for the 
disarmament of 

militants in Syria
Ankara: Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has vowed to “bury” Kurdish 
militants in Syria if they re-
fuse to lay down their arms, 
in a stark warning to the 
People’s Protection Units 
(YPG) operating on the bor-
der between the two states. 
Speaking on Wednesday to 
lawmakers in Ankara, Erdo-
gan promised to “eradicate 
the terrorist organization 
that is trying to weave a wall 
of blood between us and our 
Kurdish siblings.”  “The 
separatist murderers will 
either bid farewell to their 
weapons, or they will be 
buried in Syrian lands along 
with their weapons,” he 
declared, as quoted by Reu-
ters. Erdogan has repeated-
ly stated that the YPG poses 
a significant threat to Turk-
ish security. – Agencies
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Rawalpindi: A cake-cut-
ting ceremony to com-
memorate the 148th birth 
anniversary of Quaid-e-
Azam Mohammad Ali Jin-
nah and Christmas was 
held at the Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (RCCI). 
The event celebrated the 
vision and leadership of 
the Father of the Nation 
while fostering unity and 
inclusivity.
Mushaal Hussein Malik, 
wife of veteran Kashmiri 
jailed leader Yasin Malik, 
graced the occasion as the 
chief guest. In her speech, 
Mushaal Malik expressed 
her gratitude to RCCI for 
the invitation and high-
lighted the significance 
of the day. She stated, 
“Today is a very important 

day for us. It marks the 
birthday of Quaid-e-Azam. 
The breath in a free coun-
try is a result of Quaid-e-
Azam’s tireless efforts. 
RCCI President Usman 
Shaukat emphasized the 

importance of adhering 
to Quaid’s motto of Uni-
ty, Faith, and Discipline. 
He stated, “The objective 
of inheriting a prosper-
ous Pakistan for future 
generations can only be 

achieved by following 
Quaid’s principles. The 
business community, 
youth, and RCCI members 
must adopt attributes such 
as honesty, hard work, per-
severance, and dedication 

to ensure progress and 
prosperity.” Group Leader 
Sohail Altaf underscored 
the importance of inclusivi-
ty and harmony, saying, “As 
Muslims, it is our duty to 
take care of all people. This 
country belongs to every-
one equally, and the Chris-
tian community is playing a 
significant role in its devel-
opment.”
The ceremony was attend-
ed by Senior Vice President 
RCCI Khalid Farooq Qazi, 
Vice President Fahad Bar-
las, former presidents, Ex-
ecutive Committee mem-
bers, representatives from 
trade associations, and 
distinguished RCCI mem-
bers. The event concluded 
with a renewed commit-
ment to uphold the values 
and vision of Quaid-e-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and 
work towards a united and 
prosperous Pakistan.

RCCI celebrates Quaid’s 148th birth anniversary
RCCI President Usman Shaukat emphasized the importance of adhering to Quaid’s 

motto of Unity, Faith, and Discipline

CGPA stresses 
to break down 

the nexus, NCD

PESHAWAR: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan & SAFRON, Engineer Amir 
Muqam cutting cake at the occasion of Quaid-e-Azam Day at PML -N provincial secretariat.

Poverty leads to bad food choices, and unhealthy food via NCDs, 
increases healthcare costs, and makes people and their economies 
worse off thereby perpetuating poverty, it means that if we get our 
public policies and governance right, better health and socio-eco-

nomic outcomes are possible

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Center of governance 
and public accountability (CGPA) 
on Wednesday, stressed the need to 
break down the nexus that correlated 
among unhealthy food, noncommuni-
cable disease (NCDs) and poverty for 
healthy life. There is a strong corre-
lation between unhealthy food, non-
communicable disease (NCDs), and 
poverty which is mediated through 
our systems of governance and pub-
lic policies. Poverty leads to bad food 
choices, and unhealthy food via NCDs, 
increases healthcare costs, and makes 
people and their economies worse 
off thereby perpetuating poverty, it 
means that if we get our public pol-
icies and governance right, better 
health and socio-economic outcomes 
are possible. It is also possible that we 
change nothing, and keep ourselves 
trapped in a vicious circle of all-bad 
outcomes. This was concluded in a 
policy dialogue on “Unhealthy Food, 
NCDs, and Poverty Nexus” at the Bea-
conhouse National University (BNU), 
Lahore jointly organised by the Centre 
for Governance and Public Accounta-
bility (CGPA), and the Beaconhouse 
University Lahore. Various stakehold-

ers such as Punjab Food Authority, Pa-
kistan Standards and Quality Control 
Authority, Punjab Social Protection 
Authority, and Pakistan Nutrition and 
Dietetic Society (PNDS) participated 
in the event. Dr. Anjum Jalal, ex-Chief 
Executive Officer delivered the key 
note address. According to the NCDs 
STEPS Survey 2014-2015, more than 
four out of ten adults (41.3%) were 
obese or overweight, while 37% had 
hypertension. The cardiovascular 
diseases stand among the top killers 
of Pakistanis with 29% contribution in 
the total NCDs related deaths in the 
country (WHO 2016). According to the 
10th edition of International Diabetes 
Federation  (IDF) 2021 Diabetes Atlas, 
Pakistan has the 3rd highest burden of 
type 2 diabetes worldwide with more 
than 33 million cases with additional I0 
million termed as pre diabetic. Accord-
ing to the recent figures, Pakistan has 
more than 36 million of diagnosed dia-
beteis while 11 million are pre-diabetic. 
These unhealthy conditions of the Paki-
stani population are being manifested in 
causes of mostly premature deaths. It is 
estimated that around 6/10 deaths are 
contributed by NCDs (WHO, 2016), and 
3/10 deaths are contributed by CVDs 
(WHO 2016). Mr Muhammad Anwar, 
Executive Director, CGPA while wel-

coming the participants and panellists 
said that his organization is ready to 
help government agencies specially the 
food authorities and Pakistan Standards 
and Quality Control Authority in estab-
lishing surveillance mechanisms for 
control over industrially produced trans 
fatty acids which are the root cause of 
many NCDs. Dr Jalal mentioned that 
the leading causes of deaths and dis-
ability are not wars, traffic accidents, 
or infections, but high blood pressure, 
diabetes, smoking, and high cholesterol 
levels. “While these diseases are tak-
ing away 60% of precious lives, we can 
still prevent them with modifications in 
dietary practices, life styles, and choos-
ing the standard medical treatments.” 
“Preventive cardiology is the answer to 
increasing burden of cardio-vascular and 
metabolic ailments in the country”, he 
added.  Mr Zubair Faisal Abbasi, advisor 
CGPA said that food governance is a 
newer area for Pakistan. New forms of 
institutional arrangements and coordi-
nation mechanisms are needed to im-
prove governance of new foods such 
as packaged and ultra-processed 
foods. “Without improving govern-
ance, it not possible to discourage 
unhealthy foods such as iTFAs get-
ting onto our tables and the sending 
us to hospitals”, he added.

NDMA steps in to tackle 
Parachinar’s critical 
medicine shortage
dna

ISLAMABAD: National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) has initi-
ated an emergency relief 
operation to tackle the se-
vere medicine shortage in 
Parachinar caused by road 
blockages.
Acting on the prime min-
ister’s special directives, 
NDMA, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of 

Health, swiftly organized 
the transportation of 1,000 
kilograms of essential med-
icines to ensure timely aid 
to the affected areas.
Two helicopter flights, each 
carrying 500 kilograms of 
medicines, departed from 
Islamabad to Parachinar. 
The first flight also evacu-
ated four critical patients: 
Zamin Hussain, a heart 
patient; Shamim Begum, 
suffering from Glaucoma 
Stage-4; Bibi Khanum, 

with heart and lung issues; 
and Masidah Agustinaa, an 
Indonesian national, along 
with her 2-year-old son. 
The second flight evac-
uated an 8-year-old girl, 
Subah Hussain, who had a 
brain tumour.
This swift and coordinated 
response underscores the 
Government of Pakistan’s 
commitment to safeguard-
ing public health and en-
suring the well-being of 
citizens in times of crisis.

COMSTECH, UoS collaborate 
to launch Science in Exile 

Fellowship Program
DNA

ISLAMABAD:In a sig-
nificant development, 
Coordinator General of 
COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Iqbal Choud-
hary and Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Sar-
godha, which is a mem-
ber institution of the 
COMSTECH Consortium 
of Excellence, Prof. Dr. 
Qasir Abbas Wednesday 
announced the launch 
of the “COMSTECH Sci-
ence in Exile Fellowship 
Program.” Speaking 
on the occasion, Prof. 
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Choudhary emphasized 
the pressing need for 
this initiative, stating, 
“Conflicts around the 
world have displaced 
millions of individuals, 

significantly disrupting 
research and higher ed-
ucation. This fellowship 
program aims to provide 
displaced and refugee 
scholars who have not 
yet secured a safe, long-
term host country the 
opportunity to continue 
their research at institu-
tions within the COMS-
TECH Consortium of Ex-
cellence.” Through this 
collaborative program, 
applications are being 
invited from scholars, re-
searchers, and scientists 
from conflict-affected re-
gions, including Afghani-
stan, Palestine, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, 
and Yemen. It aims to fos-
ter academic resilience 
and support displaced re-
searchers in continuing 
their valuable work. 
The selected research-

ers and scholars will be 
provided round trip air 
ticket, tuition fee waiver, 
and on-campus accommo-
dation.  Prof. Dr. Qasir 
Abbas expressed his grat-
itude to the Coordinator 
General of COMSTECH 
for spearheading this im-
portant initiative. 
He assured his full co-
operation in ensuring 
its success, highlighting 
that the University of 
Sargodha already offers 
state-of-the-art hostel fa-
cilities for international 
students and researchers 
on its campus.
This partnership repre-
sents a vital step toward 
addressing the challeng-
es faced by displaced 
scholars and advancing 
research and education 
in conflict-affected re-
gions.

Jinnah Cap remains  
timeless fashion icon 

ISLAMABAD :’The Jinnah cap’, an iconic accessory synonymous with Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, continues to 
be a popular fashion choice across Pakistan. Specifically, this cap is popular in cities like Multan leading the way where 
every year, citizens pay tribute to the Father of the Nation by ordering and donning the Jinnah cap, keeping his legacy 
alive through this enduring fashion statement. A recent report by a private news channel shed light on the efforts of Nis-
ar Ali, a skilled craftsman dedicated to keeping the tradition of Jinnah caps alive. Nisar Ali a resident of Multan has been 
attached to this profession for years, meticulously crafting each cap to perfection.  I’m proud to be a part of this legacy,” 
Nisar Ali said in an interview. “The Jinnah cap is not just a fashion statement, it is a symbol of our nation’s history and 
identity. I feel honored to be able to contribute to keeping this tradition alive,” he added. Despite a noticeable decline in 
demand over the years, the iconic Jinnah cap continues to hold a special place in the hearts of Pakistani citizens. Nisar 
Al , a skilled craftsman dedicated to preserving the tradition of Jinnah caps, observed that while the demand may be 
less than previous years, the caps still remain popular among citizens. The enduring popularity of the Jinnah cap is a 
reflection of the nation’s deep-rooted respect for its founding father and its rich cultural heritage. As Pakistan continues 
to evolve and grow, the Jinnah cap remains an iconic symbol of its history, identity and values. Citizens of Multan, who 
have been donning the Jinnah cap for years, praised Nisar Ali’ s dedication to the craft. “Nisar Ali is doing a great service 
to our nation by keeping this tradition alive,” said Muhammad Ahmed, a local resident of Multan city.  The Jinnah cap 
is a reminder of our Quaid’ s vision and leadership, and we are grateful to Nisar Ali for his hard work.” “It is heartening 
to see that despite the changing times, the Jinnah cap continues to evoke a sense of patriotism and nostalgia among our 
citizens,” said another citizen. “I feel proud when I wear this Jinnah cap,” said a local resident, adding, it is a symbol of our 
Quaid’ s vision and leadership and it reminds me of the sacrifices made by our forefathers to create this great nation.”—DNA

Pakistan 
believes in 

religious 
tolerance: 
Governor

dna

LAHORE: Punjab Gover-
nor Sardar Saleem Haider 
Khan said on Wednesday 
that Hazrat Isa (AS) gave 
message of love, peace 
and tolerance. In his 
message issued here on 
occasion of Christmas he 
said, “Pakistan believes in 
religious tolerance, broth-
erhood besides protecting 
rights of minorities.”
He said that Christian 
community living in the 
country had played great 
role in development of 
Pakistan adding that the 
community had proved 
their mettle in different 
fields of life as well.
Meanwhile, Punjab Gov-
ernor in his message 
regarding Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s 
birth anniversary said that 
father of the nation due to 
his vision and leadership 
qualities materialized the 
dream of making separate 
homeland for Muslims of 
the subcontinent.
He said, “Quaid’s golden 
principles of faith, unity 
and discipline are beacon 
of light for us.”
Sardar Saleem Haider said 
that there was a need to 
make a pledge that justice 
and equality had to be en-
sured in the country as per 
the vision of Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
He emphasized on forg-
ing unity to ensure devel-
opment and prosperity 
of the country besides 
setting aside all kind of 
differences.

Call for enhanced security 
steps in Upper Kohistan
DIG Satti’s visit concluded with a call to action 
for all officers to recognize Upper Kohistan’s 

sensitivity and to contribute actively to 
maintaining peace and security in the region

KOHISTAN:Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) Po-
lice Hazara Region Nasir 
Mehmood Satti Wednes-
day emphasized the Up-
per Kohistan’s strategic 
importance and the need 
for vigilance in security 
matters. 
He expressed these views 
during his visit of the 
district after assuming 
charge ad DIG.
Upon arrival, DIG Satti 
was warmly welcomed by 
children presenting flow-
ers, followed by a guard of 
honour from the Kohistan 
Police. 
He later visited the Police 
Martyrs’ memorial, where 
he offered prayers and laid 
a floral wreath in tribute 
to fallen officers.
During a Police Darbar 

held at the Upper Kohistan 
Police Lines, DIG Satti ad-
dressed officers and per-
sonnel, highlighting the 
district’s critical role in 
ongoing national develop-
ment projects and its fre-
quent passage of domestic 
and international tourists. 
He underlined the impor-
tance of ensuring the secu-
rity of these projects, for-
eign workers, and visitors, 
urging police personnel to 
remain dedicated and vigi-
lant in their duties.
“These projects are pivot-
al to Pakistan’s progress, 
and it is our responsibili-
ty to thwart any attempts 
by anti-state elements to 
disrupt them,” said DIG 
Satti.  He further stressed 
that negligence in duty 
could harm the police 

department’s reputation, 
urging officers to uphold 
its integrity through com-
mitted service.
The DIG also listened to 
the professional concerns 
of police personnel dur-
ing the darbar, resolving 
many issues on the spot 
and issuing directives for 
others. 
He assured the workforce 
that their welfare is a pri-
ority, reiterating that his 
office remains open for 
both personal and profes-
sional matters.
DIG Satti’s visit conclud-
ed with a call to action for 
all officers to recognize 
Upper Kohistan’s sensi-
tivity and to contribute 
actively to maintaining 
peace and security in the 
region.—APP

Christmas 
Tree: a 

timeless 
symbol of joy 
& celebration
ISLAMABAD: As the grand 
festival of Christmas has 
unfolded in the federal 
capital, like elsewhere in 
the country, the decked 
Christmas tree placed at 
the prominent places has 
become the center of at-
traction for many especially 
children. The sight of color-
ful, adorned Christmas 
trees has added vibrancy 
and warmth to the holiday 
spirit in the federal capital 
through attracting many 
visitors who wanted to have 
glimpse of the beautifully 
decorated trees.
Prominent malls, hotels, 
and public spaces across 
the capital have joined 
the festivities, proudly 
displaying dazzling Christ-
mas trees that not only 
symbolize the season but 
also serve as focal points 
of attraction for visitors. 
These displays reflect the 
inclusive spirit of the sea-
son, fostering unity and joy 
among communities.
The Christmas tree, an 
iconic element of the fes-
tival, represents the hope, 
renewal, and togetherness 
that Christmas embod-
ies. Traditionally, these 
trees—whether real or ar-
tificial—are embellished 
with ornaments such 
as shimmering baubles, 
gold and silver bells, ra-
diant stars, pine cones, 
candies, tinsel, and bal-
loons crafted from var-
ious materials, includ-
ing glass and ceramic. 
Crowning the tree is of-
ten a star or angel, sym-
bolizing the message of 
goodwill and the herald of 
peace. “This is my favorite 
part of Christmas,” shared 
Asiya Joseph, a young 
Christian girl.—APP



Pak-China 
Friendship 

School 
Gwadar 

upgraded to 
senior level 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pak-China 
Friendship School Gwadar, 
officially known as “Govern-
ment Girls Middle School 
Faqeer Colony Gwadar,” 
was upgraded to a “High 
School”, following an offi-
cial notification from the Ba-
lochistan School Education 
Department. This upgrade 
will provide thousands of 
girls from Gwadar with the 
opportunity to pursue high-
er education from 9th to 
10th grade free of charge. 
Currently, around 500 fe-
male students are enrolled 
at the school. Initially estab-
lished in 2016 with Chinese 
grant assistance to provide 
primary education, the 
1,600-square-meter school 
was expanded into a middle 
school in 2017 in response 
to requests from parents 
and teachers. It now boasts 
two teaching buildings and 
several additional facilities. 
The China-Pakistan Govern-
ment High School Faqeer 
Colony serves as a corner-
stone in advancing educa-
tion in Gwadar as it has be-
come a preferred choice for 
parents seeking quality edu-
cation for their children. Its 
modern facilities, including 
a computer lab and new fur-
niture, distinguish it from 
other schools in the area.
A recently established 
Digital Lab, equipped with 
30 new computers in col-
laboration with Chinese 
company Zong, is fully op-
erational, offering computer 
literacy training to students. 
Additionally, several teachers 
have been awarded scholar-
ships to study in China, which 
will further enhance the qual-
ity of education. Naseem Ba-
loch, the administrator of the 
School, told Gwadar Pro that 
before 2016, there were no 
schools in this area, which 
has a population of approxi-
mately 20,000.  As a result, 
many children spent their 
days playing in the streets, 
as their families could not 
afford the cost of sending 
them to schools outside the 
colony.—APP

Naqvi emphasizes importance 
of interfaith harmony; peace

The district administration had implemented strict security measures for Christmas, 
 said the spokesman of the ICT administration

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi has ex-
tended warm greetings to the 
Christian community on the joy-
ous occasion of Christmas.  He 
said that this day is a symbol of 
love, peace and brotherhood. He 
said that Prophet Isa (AS) was 
sent into this world as a symbol of 
peace, brotherhood and respect 
for all humanity. He has said that 
Prophet Isa (AS) preached the 

high values of tolerance, love and 
compassion.  The Interior Minis-
ter said that along with happiness, 
this day also gives a message of 
respect for humanity. He said 
that the focus of the teachings 
of Prophet Isa (AS) was not one 
class but the whole of humani-
ty.  He emphasized that Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah add-
ed the white colour to the national 
flag for minorities. He stated that 
it is our duty to protect the rights 
of minorities and that all minori-
ty communities in Pakistan enjoy 

complete freedom in every way. 
He highlighted that the Consti-
tution of Pakistan guarantees the 
protection of the rights of minor-
ity communities.  He further said 
that the role of the Christian com-
munity in the construction and 
development of Pakistan is beyond 
doubt.  He prayed that Christmas 
may bring more success and happi-
ness for the Christian community. 
Meanwhile, Christmas celebrations 
were held across the Federal Cap-
ital with the Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) administration 

ensuring safety and smooth ar-
rangements for the Christian 
community. The district ad-
ministration has implemented 
strict security measures for 
Christmas, said the spokesman 
of the ICT administration here 
on Wednesday.  Over 1,500 po-
lice officers have been deployed 
at 244 churches across the city 
to maintain order and ensure 
safety.   Meanwhile, Assistant 
Commissioners (ACs) visited 
multiple churches to review 
arrangements, focusing on 

security and other necessary 
preparations.  On the occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Is-
lamabad, Irfan Nawaz Memon di-
rected the district administration 
teams directed to remain in the 
field throughout the day, staying 
in close coordination with church 
administrations.   Furthermore, 
he emphasized that the district 
administration stands alongside 
the Christian community during 
the festivities, ensuring a safe and 
peaceful environment for cele-
brations.

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  In a signif-
icant move to combat air 
pollution and promote sus-
tainable growth in Punjab, 
the Punjab Government 
and Punjab Bank signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the 
Bluetech Clean Air Alli-
ance, a non-profit profes-
sional organization from 
China focused on the devel-
opment of clean air technol-
ogies and industries.  The 
agreement outlines a se-
ries of initiatives aimed at 
advancing green technolo-
gies, fostering local innova-
tion, and building capacity 
within Punjab. Under the 
framework cooperation, the 
two sides will work together 
to introduce green technol-
ogies to Punjab and tailor 
cost-effective solutions for 
this smog-stricken prov-
ince. Policy advisory ser-

vices, technology transfer, 
demonstration programs, 
and introduction of enter-
prises will be prioritised 
to this end, according to 
Mr. Xie Hongxing, Chair-
man and Director of the 
Alliance, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Wednesday. For 
weeks, Punjab’s capital 
city Lahore has been en-
gulfed in record-breaking 
toxic smog, with the air 
quality index repeated-
ly surpassing the 1,000 
mark.  This hazardous pol-
lution has halted work and 
studies, posing a serious 
threat to the health of the 
city’s 13 million residents. 
“Air pollution involves 
complex atmospheric and 
photochemical reactions, 
and identifying its sourc-
es, mechanisms, and dif-
fusion patterns requires 
science-based research,” 
Mr. Xie noted.  He further 
pointed out that China’s 
experience in mitigating 

pollution over the past 
decade, along with the 
country’s vast expanse, 
offers diversified and 
proven models that could 
be adapted for Pakistan. 
Since the implementation 
of the Action Plan for Air 
Pollution Prevention and 
Control in 2013, China has 
made significant strides 
in improving air quality.  
A study examining the air 
quality changes in 74 major 
Chinese cities from 2013 
to 2022 revealed that the 
concentration of PM2.5 de-
creased by 57.4%, reaching 
29 μg/m3, and the number 
of heavily polluted days in a 
year dropped by 90%, with 
only 0.6% of days classified 
as heavily polluted. Mr. 
Xie said that the Bluetech 
Clean Air Alliance has eval-
uated more than 600 inno-
vative technologies from 
over 20 countries through 
its annual clean air technol-
ogy solicitation. 

Punjab signs MoU with 
China’s clean air alliance 

to tackle pollution

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
Monal............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Hotels & 
Restaurants

IslamabadPOST03

Metrolite
Thursday, December 26 , 2024

IslamabadPOST03

Chinese Consulate 
donates health 

material 
Islamabad:  The Chinese Consulate in Karachi donated health materials and medical 
consumables to the Pak-China Friendship Hospital (PCFH) Gwadar. The donated items 
include Dettol, Povidone-Iodine, Alcohol Swabs, KN95 Masks, Disposable Face Masks, 
Safety Gloves, and Latex Gloves. An official from the Chinese Consulate in Karachi told 
Gwadar Pro that this consignment of medical supplies not only provides material aid to the 
people of Gwadar but also offers spiritual encouragement and support.  It enhances their 
confidence to actively engage in regional development and work together toward a bright-
er future for Gwadar. Nadir Ali Baloch, Deputy Manager of Administration at PCFH, stated 
that such donations are always needed to continue providing free health services to the 
local people of Gwadar.  He mentioned that the 100-bed hospital, which was inaugurated in 
May this year, includes emergency, outpatient, inpatient, medical technology, administra-
tion, and logistics facilities.  The hospital is already making a significant impact, receiving 
approximately 3,000 patients daily from Gwadar and the surrounding areas. As a livelihood 
project under the framework of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the hospi-
tal’s state-of-the-art building, which consists of both single- and multi-story structures, as 
well as its advanced medical equipment—such as a modern laboratory, CT scanners, and 
ultrasound machines—have been generously donated by the Chinese government. Some of 
the hospital’s facilities are integrated with an existing 50-bed hospital in the city, creating 
a combined capacity of 150 beds.  The new hospital complex includes outpatient services, 
medical technology departments, and ward buildings.

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
December

Dec 01/Romania
National Day

Dec 02/United Arab 
Emirates

National Day

Dec 02/Laos Republic
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Dec 05/Thailand
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Dec 06/Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07/India
Armed Forces Flag Day
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Dec 16/Bahrain
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Dec 18/Qatar
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Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/Japan
National Day

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador-designate of Romania to Pakistan, Mr Dan Stoenescu, presenting his diplomatic credentials  
to President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr .—DNA 

ANF recovers 115 kg drugs;  
arrests six drug dealers

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) while conducting six operations across the 
country arrested six drug dealers and recovered over 115 kg drugs worth over Rs 10 
million, said an ANF Headquarters spokesman here on Wednesday. He informed that two 
different operations were conducted near Red Sun Capital Square B- 17 in Islamabad and 
ANF recovered 14.4 kg opium, 70.8 kg hashish and 12 kg ice hidden in two vehicles while 
two suspects were arrested. 12 kg hashish was recovered from a vehicle intercepted near 
Kala Shah Kaku Interchange Lahore and a suspect was arrested during the operation.  In 
fourth operation, 10 intoxicated tablets were recovered from a parcel sent from Peshawar 
at a courier office in Karachi. 6 kg of hashish was recovered from the possession of the 
suspect rounded up near a bus stop in Islamabad.—APP

Ahsan Iqbal 
honors Quaid-

e-Azam’ s 
legacy, urges 
national unity

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Planning and 
Development Ahsan Iqbal 
made a passionate appeal 
to the nation, especial-
ly the youth to unite and 
work tirelessly for the 
country’s welfare, draw-
ing inspiration from the 
visionary leadership of 
founder Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah on his 
148th birth anniversary.
    In his message with the 
PTV news channel, Iqbal 
paid rich tribute to Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah’s relentless struggle 
and unwavering dedication 
to the creation of Pakistan.
    He emphasized the im-
portance of Jinnah’s vision 
for a unified and prosper-
ous Pakistan, highlighting 
his unwavering commit-
ment to the nation’s devel-
opment.     He encouraged 
the youth to follow in Jin-
nah’s footsteps and play 
an active role in shaping 
the country’s future.    He 
underscored the impera-
tive of political stability 
and policy continuity for 
Pakistan’s economic re-
surgence, stressing the 
need for national unity and 
brotherhood to overcome 
the country’s economic 
challenges. Minister em-
phasized that it is the sa-
cred responsibility of every 
Pakistani citizen to adhere 
to the guiding principles 
of Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah, paving the 
way for a prosperous and 
thriving Pakistan. He reit-
erated that Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s 
enduring message to the 
nation is one of unity, faith 
and discipline, serving as 
a guiding beacon for Paki-
stan’s progress and pros-
perity. He emphasized the 
need for collective efforts 
to eradicate corruption, 
promote national harmony 
and foster brotherhood to 
ensure a brighter future 
for Pakistan.
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ISLAMABAD: A memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) was signed on 
Wednesday between the 
Islamabad Traffic Police 
(ITP) and the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) to 
launch the “Green and 
Clean Islamabad” pro-
ject. The initiative aims 
to tackle environmental 
pollution in the feder-
al capital and promote 
awareness through var-
ious activities. A police 
spokesperson told APP 
that Chief Traffic Of-
ficer (CTO) Muhammad 
Sarfraz Virk and ICCI 
representative Ahsan 
Bakhtawari signed the 
memorandum. He said 
under the agreement, the 
Islamabad Traffic Police, 
as part of the “Green and 

Clean Islamabad” pro-
ject, will take vigorous 
actions against vehicles 
causing environmental 
pollution in the federal 
capital. Additionally, the 
ITP will organize vari-

ous awareness activities, 
including tree-planting 
campaigns across the city, 
with the support of the Is-
lamabad business commu-
nity.On this occasion, CTO 
Virk said that ITP special 

squads patrol various are-
as and key boulevards of 
the city. These squads are 
directed to conduct regular 
checks and issue fines for 
vehicles involved in environ-
mental pollution in the city.

ITP, ICCI sign MOU for “Green 
& Clean” Islamabad project

Briefs
Uzbekistan 

envoy 
highlights 
ties with 
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Uzbekistan 
Ambassador to Pakistan 
Alisher Tukhtayev, on 
Quaid-e-Azam Day, under-
scored Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah’s enduring legacy  
which remains a source 
of inspiration for all.who 
strive for justice, unity and 
progress.  The ambassa-
dor of Uzbekistan to com-
memorated Quaid-e-Azam 
Day, marking the birth 
anniversary of Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
Pakistan.  In his message, 
he emphasized Jinnah’s 
pivotal role in shaping an 
independent Pakistan, de-
scribing him as a symbol 
of determination and unity.   
He called on people to draw 
inspiration from Jinnah’s 
principles of justice, unity, 
and mutual respect, urging 
them to work collectively 
for national progress.  
Reflecting on Pakistan-Uz-
bekistan relations, the am-
bassador noted the deep 
historical and cultural ties 
between the two countries. 
He highlighted the ongoing 
efforts to strengthen coop-
eration and foster friend-
ships. “Together, we aim to 
open new horizons for de-
velopment and prosperity 
for our peoples,” he stated.  
He also reiterated the 
shared commitment of both 
nations to peace and region-
al progress. “Our collabora-
tion serves as a model for 
mutual understanding and 
development in the region,” 
he said.   Concluding his 
message, the ambassador 
extended his best wishes to 
the people of Pakistan, ex-
pressing hope for their con-
tinued prosperity and har-
mony. “May every day bring 
peace, joy, and a brighter fu-
ture for Pakistan,” he said.

ICT Police 
holds farewell 
ceremony to 
honor sub-in-

spector
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) 
Police held a farewell cer-
emony on Wednesday to 
honor Sub-Inspector Far-
hat Shah in recognition of 
his dedicated services. A 
public relation officer told 
APP that Director Gener-
al (DG) Safe City Shakir 
Hussain Dawar graced the 
ceremony as chief guest, 
while other police officers 
were also present on the 
occasion.  He said the cer-
emony was held in recog-
nition of the services of 
the retiring police officer. 
Speaking at the occasion, 
the DG Shakir Hussain 
Dawar said that retire-
ment is part of the service 
as the one who joins the 
service has to retire one 
day. DG asked the serving 
police officers to do their 
best to earn respect for 
the department. He was 
of the view that public 
service only could earn a 
good name for the officer 
and the department. He 
recognized the services 
rendered by the Sub-In-
spector Farhat Shah and 
added that the department 
in return gave him respect 
and honour. He presented 
police shields and gifts to 
the retired police officer 
and also expressed best 
wishes for his future en-
deavors.—APP

Plan to launch 
double 

decker Bus  in 
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Managing 
Director Pakistan Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(PTDC), Aftab ur Rehman 
Rana has unveiled the plan 
to launch Sightseeing Dou-
ble Decker Bus Service in 
Islamabad. He was giving 
a briefing to the tourism 
industry stakeholders here 
on Wednesday. On this 
occasion, Naveed Anjum, 
Manager of TDCP, Mukhtar 
Ali Manager TICs and Sadia 
Nauman, Manager P&P of 
PTDC and representatives 
of main hotels of Islamabad 
were also present in the 
briefing session. The brief-
ing revealed that Islamabad 
Sightseeing Double Decker 
bus service will be launched 
in January 2025 under the 
join venture of Pakistan 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) and 
Tourism Development Cor-
poration of Punjab (TDCP) 
to promote tourism in the 
capital city of Islamabad. 
Mr. Rana, while giving a 
power point presentation, 
informed that government 
is committed to use all its 
energies to promote tour-
ism in Pakistan to make it 
a major sector of economic 
growth. He said this new in-
itiative will provide the visi-
tors of Islamabad a unique 
experience to explore the 
key monuments and tourist 
sites of capital city through 
a guided tour twice a day 
on daily basis with pick and 
drop facility from all major 
hotels in Islamabad.  In 
the second phase of this 
program, PTDC in collab-
oration with private sector 
will also launch weekend 
sightseeing tours of tour-
ist sites  around Islamabad 
including Taxila, Rohta Fort, 
Ketas Raj, Kallar Kahhar, Khe-
wra, Takht-e-Bahi, Murree, 
Patriata and Peshawar.Mr. 
Rana said that this modern and 
ecofriendly double decker bus 
service is a landmark initiative 
of PTDC and TDCP which 
will greatly help in improving 
the tourists appeal of capital 
city of Islamabad. He said, 
PTDC has already developed 
an integrated tourism plan 
for Islamabad with a aim to 
promote the image of capital 
city as the gateway tourist des-
tination of Pakistan through a 
collaborative approach of all 
the key stakeholders from pub-
lic and private sector.—APP

Tarar lauds Christian community’s 
sacrifices, services for Pakistan

The minister said that the white colour in the national flag represented minorities and the Christian 
community has always kept the flag high

DNA

ISLAMABAD :Federal  Min-
ister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage and 
Culture Attaullah Tarar said 
Wednesday that the Christian 
community has rendered im-
mense sacrifices and servic-
es for Pakistan. Delivering 
his speech at a special event 
organized on the occasion of 
Christmas here, he said the 
Christian community also 
played a prominent role in 
the Pakistan Movement.  The 
Christian community, he said 
was advancing the Prime Min-
ister’s vision of development 
and progress. Wishing Merry 
Christmas to Christian broth-
ers and sisters, he said he was 
glad to represent 70 thousand 
Christians in his constituency. 
“During the election campaign, 
I received immense love and 
affection from the Christian 
community in my constituen-
cy”, he remarked.  The minis-
ter said that the white colour 
in the national f lag represent-
ed minorities and the Christian 
community has always kept the 
flag high. He said the body of 

a brave soldier Haroon William 
was draped in a national f lag,  
who sacrificed his life in line 
of duty. He maintained that the 

Christian community has creat-
ed eternal stories of sacrifices.  
Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shahbaz Sharif also gave laptops 

and scholarships to Christian stu-
dents on merit, Attaullah Tarar 
said. Stressing the need for the 
promotion of interfaith harmony 

and peaceful coexistence in the 
country, he said the government 
was trying hard to protect the 
rights of minorities.

Lok Virsa commemorates 
Quaid’s birth anniversary 

with cultural festivities
 DNA

ISLAMABAD: National 
Institute of Folk and Tradi-
tional Heritage (Lok Virsa) 
Wednesday celebrated the 
148th birth anniversary of 
Pakistan’s founder, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah on Wednesday with 
vibrant and engaging activ-
ities at the Heritage Mu-
seum, Shakarparian. The 
festivities began with a spe-
cial inauguration ceremony 
attended by government 
officials, the general public 
and  students. The event 
opened with a recitation 
of the Quran, followed by a 
welcome address by
Executive Director, Lok 
Virsa, Muzaffar Ali Barki.
Speaking on the occasion, 
the Executive Director 
highlighted Quaid-e-Azam’s 
contributions to Pakistan’s 
independence and his vi-
sion for unity and progress.
He advised the youth to fol-
low the principles advocat-

ed by Quaid-e-Azam in his 
speeches which are unity, 
faith and discipline.
A major highlight of 
the event was the arti-
sans-at-work exhibition, 
where craftsmen and wom-
en from across the country 
demonstrated traditional 
art forms such as pottery, 
embroidery, and truck art. 
Naeem Ahmed, a father of 
three, remarked, “The arti-
sans-at-work exhibit was my 
favorite part. It’s amazing 
to see how our cultural tra-
ditions are being preserved 
and shared with the young-
er generation. It makes me 
proud to be Pakistani.”
A cake-cutting ceremony 
followed, creating a patriot-
ic atmosphere as attendees 
sang the national anthem. 
The Mili Naghmas Show 
featuring patriotic songs 
by renowned singers and 
school choirs was particu-
larly moving.
Throughout the day, doc-
umentaries on Quaid-e-
Azam’s life were screened, 

offering insights into his 
vision and struggles. Sadia 
Malik, a university student, 
commented, “The docu-
mentaries on Quaid-e-Azam 
were truly inspiring. Watch-
ing his journey reminds 
us of how far we’ve come 
and how much we need to 
do to honor his vision.” 
aid-e Azam’s struggle and 
determination for acquir-
ing a separate homeland 
for us is truly inspiring 
for the students like me”, 
she said. For children, 
a storytelling session 
narrated inspirational 
anecdotes from Quaid-
e-Azam’s life, emphasiz-
ing his values of deter-
mination and honesty. 
Ayesha Khan, a teacher 
attending with her stu-
dents, remarked, “The 
storytelling session was 
such a brilliant way to 
teach our children about 
Quaid-e-Azam’s values. 
My students loved learn-
ing about his life in such 
an interactive way.”

Rehman urges FBR to 
involve business community 

in tax laws amendment
 DNA

ISLAMABAD: Abdul Reh-
man Siddiqui, the Acting 
President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI), has urged 
the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) to involve all 
stakeholders, particularly 
the business community, 
in discussions regarding 
the proposed Tax Laws 
(Amendment) Bill 2024. He 
expres sed concerns that 
the proposed amendments 
could discourage business-
es and deepen the exist-
ing trust deficit between 
taxpayers and the FBR. In 

a statement, Siddiqui high-
lighted his apprehension 
that the amendments were 

excessively stringent, cre-
ating more obstacles for 
businesses and potentially 
eroding the fragile trust 
between the business sec-

tor and tax authorities. He 
stressed that instead of 
placing additional burdens 
on existing taxpayers, FBR 
should focus on bringing 
those who are still outside 
the tax net into compliance. 
Siddiqui called on the gov-
ernment to reconsider the 
proposed amendments and 
engage in meaningful con-
sultations with stakeholders 
to create a tax environment 
that is more conducive to 
business operations. He 
emphasized the importance 
of transparency, dialogue, 
and addressing stakeholder 
concerns before finalizing 
any legislative changes. He 
also reaffirmed the ICCI’s 

commitment to advocating 
for reforms that promote 
economic growth while safe-
guarding the interests of the 
business community. In his 
statement Vice President 
Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry 
emphasized that any tax 
reforms should prioritize 
creating a fair and transpar-
ent system that supports 
the growth of businesses 
rather than stifling them. 
He pointed out that the 
lack of consultation with 
key stakeholders could lead 
to policies that are discon-
nected from the realities of 
the business environment, 
making it more difficult 
for businesses to thrive.

Atif calls to 
follow Quaid’s 

motto 
Islamabad: President Federation of Pakistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry Atif Ikram Sheikh while 
addressing the function organized on Quaid-e-Azam 
Day said that Quaid-e-Azam’s motto of ‘Unity, Faith 
and Discipline’ is a way forward for the nation. For 
freedom the dedication and unwavering determination 
of the founder of Pakistan will always be remembered. 
The entire nation today pays tribute to Quaid-e-Azam 
for his tireless struggle for the rights of the Muslims of 
the subcontinent. Federation President Atif Ikram said 
that today the nation should put political and group dif-
ferences aside and pledge to play its role for the pro-
motion of national stability and national unity. We will 
make every sacrifice for integrity and development. We 
have to fight unitedly against extremism, intolerance, 
sectarianism and all kinds of prejudice. Atif Ikram said 
that the Quaid-e-Azam realized the importance of a sep-
arate homeland for the Muslims of the subcontinent 
where all citizens have the right to freedom of belief, 
profession and equal opportunities. His determination 
was made possible only by his steadfastness.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif with a choir group that performed at a ceremony in the 
Prime Minister’s House to celebrate Christmas.

 Motorists urged to exercise  
extreme caution in foggy conditions

ISLAMABAD: Winter’s arrival has shrouded parts of the country in dense fog, severely impairing visibility on roads and 
highways, particularly during morning hours where motorists are advised to exercise utmost caution while driving in 
these conditions to ensure their safety. According to a spokesperson for the Motorway Police, “we urge all motorists 
to drive carefully and follow safety guidelines during the foggy season which is essential to reduce speed, use low-beam 
headlights and maintain a safe distance from other vehicles to avoid accidents”, PTV news channel reported.—APP
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Hot spots of 2025 Future of the West Bank
W E have a maximum of global uncertainty. We have an incoming US 

administration. And I want to make four quick points about 2025 - 
what I hope will happen and what could happen potentially in 2025. 

The first point is about the three major global hot spots. We need to end the 
war in Ukraine. This war will end when the US finally says clearly that it will 
stop attempting to expand NATO to Russia’s border. The war in Ukraine is 
caused by the US’ intention to enlarge NATO - a provocative action. Stopping 
this action can help end the war by addressing both Russia’s security needs 
and Ukraine’s security needs, thereby ending an unnecessary provocation. 
The second hot spot is the Middle East. This violence will stop when there is 
a State of Palestine admitted to the United Nations as the 194th UN member 
state, living alongside Israel in peace. So many of the crises in the Middle 
East have occurred because of Israel’s attempt to continue to hold on to the 
occupied territories it captured decades ago and to rule unjustly over the 
Palestinian people. The two-state solution will be the basis for peace. This 
can happen, indeed, as early as 2005. The third hot spot is East Asia. Here, 
there is a straightforward solution, that is for the US to abide by the one-Chi-
na policy and stop arming the Taiwan region. It is not the business of the 
US to violate the one-China policy and continue arming Taiwan. Such actions 
are provocative and dangerous, putting the Taiwan region at risk and signif-
icantly increasing the likelihood of war. My first point is that the three hot 
spots - Ukraine, the Middle East and East Asia - can all be resolved through 
straightforward policies. The US needs to shift from provocation to coopera-
tion. The second point is the reform of the global financial architecture. US 
President-elect Donald Trump said that the BRICS countries should not dare 
to try to introduce a non-dollar payment system. The US has militarized the 
dollar. It has weaponized the dollar and imposed sanctions using the SWIFT 
banking system all over the world. The US has to stop weaponizing the dollar. 
Other countries don’t need the dollar to be the dominant or the sole payment 
mechanism for international trade, especially between BRICS countries, who 
are not transacting with the US but are transacting with each other. So, I 
favor many kinds of non-dollar payments anyway.  I also want to say, with 
regard to the global financial architecture, to China: please expand the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). That’s purely a win-win for China and the partner 
countries. Make the loans under BRI long-term - 30-year loans - and give the 
other countries time to grow and repay the loans. It’s a win-win proposition 
to have an even larger Belt and Road program. The third area is climate ac-
tion. We need the world to decarbonize by mid-century. We need China, with 
its capacity in renewable energy, fourth-generation nuclear power, electric 
vehicles and the hydrogen economy, to accelerate decarbonization. And we 
need the US to do the same: to stop putting emphasis on new fracking and 
hydrocarbons, to phase out fossil fuels and collaborate with China on decar-
bonization, and to form a partnership with China to help other regions of 
the world, such as sub-Saharan Africa, in making their energy transitions. 
This is an area where China and the US could very helpfully cooperate.

O N the cusp of West Bank annexation and a settler-militia war on Pales-
tinian civilians, the future of the territory will ultimately be determined 
by the course of grassroots resistance to Israeli conspiracies. While the 

Zionist Entity will likely soon see a territorial gain, its project could tremendous-
ly backfire. As the Genocide in Gaza, the war on Lebanon, and regime change 
in Syria have stolen the headlines over the course of the past 14 months, the 
West Bank has also experienced a period of hardship that may soon land it top 
news story status. Since October 7, 2023, the Israeli occupation army and its al-
lied settler militants have murdered over 720 Palestinians across the West Bank, 
making it the deadliest period there since the Second Intifada (2000-2005). In 
addition, hundreds of thousands of jobs have disappeared in the territory, as the 
local economy has continued to decline. Making things even worse is the fact 
that Israeli settlers have established over 60 new settlement outposts on Pales-
tinian lands, while they also worked alongside the occupation army to ethnically 
cleanse at least 26 villages and communities. Settler violence is at a historic high, 
as the Israeli regime continues to arm their extremist militias, has set up the 
Desert Frontier settler extremist military unit as part of their army, and allowed 
for continual assaults against Palestinian property, farmlands, and lives. Mean-
while, the Israeli military has installed hundreds of new roadblocks, walls, and 
gates, while maintaining a more imposing presence throughout the territory and 
adopting a very aggressive posture towards West Bank civilians. This has meant 
that traversing even small pockets of the territory has become more dangerous 
and challenging for Palestinians. Palestinians now must act with great caution 
at checkpoints and makeshift roadblocks that are set up for them, where they 
could be randomly robbed of various items, deprived of the ability to travel to 
work, or worse, face arbitrary detainment, humiliation, beatings, and execution. 
Civilians have grown increasingly cautious about traveling at night due to the high 
likelihood of random settler attacks, against which they receive no protection. 
Palestinians living in the West Bank endure financial, physical, and psychological 
torment, compounded by a heightened sense of horror over the events unfolding 
nearby in the Gaza Strip. Many West Bank residents have remained relatively 
quiet during the Genocide in Gaza, driven by a sense of hopelessness and fear 
– a situation influenced by various factors that are poised to change dramati-
cally. So far, the refugee camps in the northern West Bank have proven to be 
the real centers of resistance and revolutionary action. The Jenin Camp, Nour 
al-Shams Camp in Tulkarem, and refugee camps like Balata and al-Ain in Nablus, 
have been isolated islands of armed resistance. However, without popular action, 
their capabilities remain confined to defensive maneuvers within their camps. 
With US support, the Palestinian Authority (PA) is intensifying its crackdown on 
the Jenin Brigades resistance groups, signaling a concerted effort to eliminate 
resistance strongholds in the West Bank. This crackdown coincides with a critical 
moment for the PA, as it faces an existential threat from “Israel’s” looming pledge 
to annex the territory. The Zionist regime seeks to conquer areas C and parts 
of area B, inside the West Bank, aiming to establish de jure governing control 
over these regions, placing around 70% of the territory under their civil control.
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PTI-government parley: Success or failure?

The evolution of global power dynamics

Qamar Bashir

Christopher Phillips

T HE recent initiation of dialogue between 
PTI and the broader political spectrum 
marks a pivotal and positive step toward 

resolving political conflicts through democratic 
means. This development reflects a notable shift 
in PTI’s earlier stance of isolating itself from po-
litical actors it had dismissed as powerless, ille-
gitimate, and lacking public mandate. Previous-
ly, PTI sought engagement exclusively with the 
establishment, which it deemed the true power 
holder, undermining the democratic principle 
that governance should be conducted through 
civilian institutions and elected representatives. 
This shift suggests that PTI may have received 
assurances from the establishment to support its 
demands if it engages with civilian political forc-
es, signaling a strategic recalibration.
PTI’s demands in these negotiations can be divided 
into short-term and long-term goals. In the immedi-
ate term, PTI is likely to prioritize the release of its 
leader, Imran Khan, and detained political activists, 
as well as the restoration of the February 8 election 
mandate, which it views as critical to reclaiming 
governance in the center and Punjab. 
However, PTI’s far-sighted demands focus on sys-
temic reforms to strengthen democratic govern-
ance, reduce military interference in civilian affairs, 
and establish a stable governance framework. Key 
reforms include an independent Election Commis-
sion with biometric voter verification, judicial inde-
pendence through transparent appointments, and 
institutional accountability. PTI also seeks to rede-
fine civil-military relations by confining the military 
to defense roles, removing military officers from 
civilian positions, and introducing parliamentary 
oversight of defense budgets. Additionally, foster-
ing national unity through inclusivity, empowering 
marginalized communities, and addressing so-
cio-economic issues like poverty, healthcare, and 
education forms a cornerstone of PTI’s vision.
Rather than seeking short-term concessions, 
PTI should demand the reversal of recent con-
stitutional amendments and legislative changes 
enacted by the incumbent government. These 
amendments have drastically altered the bal-
ance of power, weakening the judiciary, reducing 
parliamentary authority, and enhancing military 

influence. For instance, the 26th Constitution-
al Amendment has increased parliamentary in-
volvement in judicial appointments and altered 
the process of selecting the Chief Justice, re-
placing the seniority-based system with parlia-
mentary discretion—a move widely criticized for 
undermining judicial independence. Similarly, 
amendments to the Pakistan Army Act extended 
the tenures of military chiefs, consolidating their 
authority, while legislative measures granted the 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) unprecedented 
powers of communication interception, raising 
concerns about privacy and civil liberties. Ad-
ditionally, the government’s perceived non-com-
pliance with Supreme Court orders, including 
those opposing the trial of civilians in military 
courts, has further eroded democratic principles 
and institutional balance.
These recommendations align with a concept pa-
per I presented to PTI leadership in May 2024, 
emphasizing the importance of resolving political 
issues on political platforms rather than relying 
on the establishment. The paper highlighted that 
PTI’s refusal to engage with other political parties 
weakened its ability to build consensus on national 
issues and reinforced a narrative that the military 
remains the ultimate arbiter of power. It urged PTI 
to shift from isolationist rhetoric to meaningful 
dialogue, recognizing that democratic governance 
rests on the strength of civilian institutions and col-
laboration among elected representatives.
However, the feasibility of these negotiations re-
mains uncertain. If frivolous cases against PTI 
leadership and workers are withdrawn under 
due process, PTI would quickly regain its footing 
and mobilize its supporters, potentially crippling 
the government through street agitation. If the 
establishment remains neutral, the government 
might not last more than a few months. Similarly, 
conceding to PTI’s demand to restore the “sto-
len mandate” of the February 8 elections would 
immediately delegitimize the government, lead-
ing to its collapse. Furthermore, undoing consti-
tutional and legislative amendments would strip 
the military and ISI of their enhanced powers, 
restore election tribunals, eliminate military 
courts, and reinstate the judiciary’s full authori-

ty. These changes would likely result in the gov-
ernment’s swift disintegration, as PTI’s restored 
position would render it ungovernable.
Under the current circumstances, the govern-
ment is likely to offer limited and calculated con-
cessions to PTI, aimed at placating the opposition 
without jeopardizing its own hold on power or 
antagonizing the establishment. These conces-
sions may include the partial withdrawal of minor 
or frivolous cases against PTI leaders, the selec-
tive release of detained workers, and symbolic 
gestures reaffirming democratic principles with-
out enacting meaningful reforms. Discussions on 
electoral reforms, such as biometric voter verifica-
tion or improved oversight, might be entertained, 
but any implementation would likely be delayed. 
The government is unlikely to address demands 
that threaten its legitimacy, such as restoring the 
February 8 election mandate or reversing consti-
tutional amendments that enhance establishment 
powers. These constraints highlight the delicate 
balance the government must maintain—appear-
ing conciliatory enough to prevent unrest while 
avoiding concessions that could undermine its 
authority or provoke institutional backlash. As a 
result, any offered concessions are expected to be 
superficial, prolonging political instability without 
addressing PTI’s core grievances.
Interestingly, any or all concessions would not 
significantly dent the deeply entrenched estab-
lishment, which has consolidated unprecedented 
power since February 8. For the establishment, 
shifting support between political parties is rou-
tine. Regardless of the ruling party, the establish-
ment’s authority remains unassailable. If it chooses 
to remove the incumbent government, it will do 
so decisively, installing a new party of choice and 
supporting it until it falls out of favor. This cyclical 
process underscores the disposable nature of civil-
ian governments and the enduring dominance of the 
establishment in Pakistan’s power dynamics. With-
out addressing this imbalance, any progress toward 
genuine democratic governance will remain illusory.

– Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy 

of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

S UPERFICIALLY, 2024 has not differed greatly 
from 2023 when it comes to global power dynam-
ics. Many of the key features were already with us, 

whether the growth of populism in the West, the conflicts 
in Gaza and Ukraine or the rise of middle powers. Yet, 
even if these trends are not new, the past year has seen 
them continue to build a momentum that points to a grad-
ual shift toward a multipolar world order and a weaken-
ing of the West. The year’s most dramatic development, 
the election of Donald Trump, looks likely to accelerate 
this. For, while the new White House could make the US 
a fiercer international player, it could also weaken the 
West as a whole. The wars in Ukraine, Gaza, and Leba-
non have been damaging for Western states over 2024. In 
Ukraine, Russia has made slow but steady progress. De-
spite Kyiv’s audacious Kursk offensive in August and an 
increased willingness to launch attacks inside Russian ter-
ritory, the war has gone badly. While the year began with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky still insisting all 
occupied territory could be recovered, it has ended with a 
seeming acceptance by his Western allies that a negotiated 
peace is inevitable. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s call 
with Vladimir Putin in November was symptomatic of this 
gradual softening. Israel’s wars in Gaza and Lebanon have 
presented different challenges. Unlike in Ukraine, where 
the West’s ally is struggling, Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment has had a successful year militarily. Hamas has been 
crushed, with Oct. 7 mastermind Yahya Sinwar killed, while 
Hezbollah has been decimated, with most of its leadership, 
including Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah, assassinat-
ed. Some commentators even argue Israel might be able to 
use these military successes to reorder the Middle East.
However, the scale of the destruction in Gaza and Leba-
non, with more than 45,000 Palestinians and almost 4,000 
Lebanese killed, has battered Israel’s international repu-
tation. Unlike with Ukraine, initial Western unity behind 
Israel has fractured. In May, Norway, Ireland, and Spain 
officially recognized the state of Palestine in protest at the 
Gaza war, while France and the UK have sanctioned set-
tlers, with London even symbolically suspending a handful 
of arms licenses. The UK, France, Ireland, and Italy have 
also all indicated they would arrest Netanyahu should he 
visit following the arrest warrant issued by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court. This is in sharp contrast to the US 
which, despite some criticism, rejects the court and has 
steadfastly backed Israel. Trump looks set to expand on 

this, potentially opening up further rifts with Europe.
Israel’s wars have also damaged the reputation of West-
ern states in the Global South, as they have continued to 
arm and support Israel and done too little to rein in Ne-
tanyahu. Though Israel ignored the International Court 
of Justice’s ruling in July that its occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza is unlawful, the case, brought by South 
Africa, pointed to a shift in the global order. Non-Western 
states are increasingly willing to use Western-established 
institutions like the International Court of Justice to high-
light what they perceive as Western hypocrisy. Geopolit-
ically, both China and Russia have made much of this in 
the past year, arguing that they are more reliable partners 
to the Global South than the hypocritical West. While a 
ceasefire in Lebanon appears to be holding, the longer 
the Gaza war continues, the more damage it could do to 
the integrity of the Western alliance and its global repu-
tation.  The Western alliance risks further weakness from 
the continued popularity of right-wing populism at home. 
The year 2024 has seen populists triumph in the Austri-
an elections, enter government in the Netherlands, and 
come close to power in France. The growth of popular 
nationalism undermines the principle of collective secu-
rity and points to a more transactional approach to in-
tra-Western relations. The Ukraine war is a case in point. 
Initially, Western states were united behind Kyiv, but in-
creased criticism has been led by populists. Hungary’s 
Viktor Orban is the most vocal, but the Netherlands’ 
populist Party for Freedom has also questioned aid to 
Ukraine. Meanwhile, Alternative for Germany, which 
won a state-level election for the first time in 2024 and 
looks set to do well in the upcoming national elections, 
has also historically been pro-Russia and critical of Kyiv.
Until now, European unity against Russia has largely held 
despite the election of populists, either because they have 
proven less isolationist in power, as with Italy’s Giorgia-
Meloni, or because they govern smaller states like Hun-
gary. But should Alternative for Germany enter power in 
2025, this could seriously impact Europe’s Russia policy.
Already, Europe faces a tricky 2025 due to the incoming 
Trump administration. If Trump presses ahead with tar-
iffs on allies, it will both damage European economies and 
further strain US-EU relations, both of which will weaken 
the Western alliance. Moreover, if Trump insists, as ex-
pected, on reducing America’s NATO commitments and on 
Europeans paying higher defense costs, this will further 

challenge EU economies. It could also make them more 
insular, focused on defending Europe rather than project-
ing power further afield. The net result would be a weaker 
Western alliance globally. Beyond Europe, 2024 has been 
a mixed year for America’s geostrategic rivals. Russia has 
recovered from some of the isolation it experienced in 
2022-23 by embracing non-Western powers, ensuring its 
isolation is limited to the West rather than being global. 
Hosting the expanded BRICS conference in October un-
derlined this, with the leaders of China, Turkiye and Egypt, 
among others, traveling to Kazan to meet Putin.
The expansion of BRICS, which formally welcomed the 
UAE, Egypt, Ethiopia and Iran in 2024, also boosts China, 
which is keen for the bloc to rival Western-dominated in-
ternational institutions. But Beijing is somewhat less con-
fident as the year ends, as it faces the twin problems of 
sluggish growth in its economy and the return of Trump, 
who has appointed several China hawks to his Cabinet 
and appears to be gearing up for a trade war. Herein could 
lie the paradox of Trump’s return for geopolitics. His 
combative approach, particularly his willingness to use 
trade as a weapon, understandably concerns both his Eu-
ropean allies and his Chinese rivals — even if another foe, 
Russia, may be hoping he will broker a favorable deal for 
Moscow in Ukraine. This might make the US ostensibly 
more powerful and, in contrast to the Biden years, a more 
central actor in world affairs. But Trump’s transnational-
ism and a seeming lack of commitment to the Western 
alliance could leave the West as a whole weaker on the 
world stage, with it already suffering as a result of geopo-
litical shifts and the rise of isolationist populism at home. 
Moreover, the US today lacks the power to push global 
actors into an anti-Chinese trading position in the way it 
might have done during either the Cold War or the post-
Cold War era of US dominance. Washington may damage 
China’s economy, but this is unlikely to seriously limit 
Beijing’s influence in the Global South and non-Western 
world. Likewise, other powerful economies like India, 
South Africa and Brazil, while conscious of not provok-
ing Trump, will not likely bend excessively around him 
in a way they might have during the 1990s and 2000s. 
Trump’s return will therefore likely represent a shift in 
style rather than a fundamental change in global geopol-
itics. This year continued the trend toward a weakening 
West within a multipolar world and 2025, with Trump in 
the White House, looks set for that to largely continue.
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CENTURION: Star batter Babar Azam 
and experienced pacer Mohammad Abbas 
returned as Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
on Wednesday, announced the playing XI 
for the first Test of the two-match series 
against South Africa, scheduled to played 
here at the SuperSport Park from Decem-
ber 26 to 30. The lineup marks the return of 
ace batter Babar, who was left out the side 
for the last two Tests of the three-match se-
ries against England, held in October.
The right-handed batter, who has only man-
aged to score managing 366 runs in 18 in-
nings without amassing a half-century since 
his 161-run knock against New Zealand in 
December 2022, replaced right-handed 
opener Abdullah Shafique, who recently 
registered three consecutive ducks in the 
ODI series against South Africa.
As a result, Pakistan’s Test captain Shan 

Masood will now open the innings along-
side in-form SaimAyub. Kamran Ghulam, 
Mohammad Rizwan, Saud Shakeel and 
Salman Ali Agha form the touring side’s 
middle-order for the opening Test, with 
all-rounder Aamir Jamal to follow at 
number eight. The green shirts will go 
an all-pace attack, comprised of Naseem 
Shah, KhurramShahzad, Aamir and Ab-
bas, who last represented Pakistan in 
August 2021 against West Indies, made 
his way back to the national team on the 
back of a stellar domestic season.
Pakistan’s playing XI: Shan Masood (c), Sai-
mAyub, Babar Azam, Kamran Ghulam, Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Saud Shakeel, Salman Ali 
Agha, Aamir Jamal, Naseem Shah, Khur-
ramShahzad and Mohammad Abbas. South 
Africa’s playing XI: Tony de Zorzi, Aiden 
Markram, Ryan Rickelton, Tristan Stubbs, 
Temba Bavuma (C), David Bedingham, 
Kyle Verreynne, Marco Jansen, KagisoRa-
bada, Dane Paterson, and Corbin Bosch.

Babar Azam, Abbas return for first South Africa Test
Abbas returns to the Test team since his last appearance for the Green Shirts in 2021

Briefs
Parachinar 
sit-in over 

road...
From Page 01

He emphasised that the 
government’s goal is to 
achieve a sustainable and 
permanent resolution to 
the century-old tribal dis-
pute that has caused signif-
icant unrest in the region. 
The ongoing tribal conflict 
in Parachinar has claimed 
over 100 lives and para-
lysed the district by block-
ing all major and minor 
routes for the past two and 
a half months. The situation 
remains tense, with resi-
dents and authorities grap-
pling with the fallout from 
the prolonged blockade.

Prime 
Minister, 

President...
From Page 01

He added that upholding the 
rights of all citizens is essen-
tial for fostering national uni-
ty and progress. President 
Zardari said that in order to 
achieve Quaid’s vision, “we 
must invest in the education 
of our youth, ensuring that 
they are equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to lead 
Pakistan into a brighter fu-
ture. We also need to work 
for the uplift of downtrodden 
segments of society”. “Jin-
nah’s dream of a peaceful and 
moderate Pakistan obliges us 
to promote harmony within 
and beyond our borders,” the 
president said. “On this day, 
we honour the contributions 
of the Father of the Nation, 
who changed the course of 
history through a political 
struggle. Quaid-i-Azam’s 
vision, determination and 
unwavering resolve led to 
the creation of an independ-
ent homeland for Muslims 
of the subcontinent,” Presi-
dent Secretariat Press Wing, 
in a press release, quoted 
the president as saying.

COAS 
Asim lauds 
minorities’..

From Page 01
He emphasized that Christ-
mas serves as a profound 
reminder of the universal 
values of compassion, gen-
erosity, and goodwill—prin-
ciples that bind our diverse 
society together.  He further 
acknowledged the remark-
able contributions of Mi-
norities and the Christian 
community to Pakistan’s 
cultural, social, economic 
and national progress, which 
remain a source of pride and 
strength for the nation. Dur-
ing the occasion, General 
Asim Munir also paid a sol-
emn tribute to the founder 
of the nation, Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

Justice 
Mansoor...

From Page 01
the Sind High Court for 
Constitutional Benches in 
the absence of any mech-
anism or criteria in place. 
“Therefore, there has been 
no logic or reason backing 
the nomination and deter-
mination of the number 
of judges for the Consti-
tutional Benches of the 
Supreme Court and Sind 
High Court,” said the letter. 
“The extension of the exist-
ing Constitutional Benches 
of the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan is coming up to-
morrow [today]. Hence it is 
imperative and obligatory 
on the Commission to for-
mulate a mechanism and 
criteria for the nomination 
and determination of the 
judges for the Constitution-
al Benches in the general 
interest of the public,” said 
the letter of Justice Shah.

IHC seeks 
intel report..

From Page 01
However, Justice Kayani 
overru¬led the objection 
saying that the pe¬¬ti-
tioner was aggrieved by 
the commission, which is 
based in Islamabad. Justice 
Kiyani remarked that the 
Commission of Inquiry on 
Enforced Disappearances 
“neither works nor allows 
others to work”, question-
ing its purpose and effec-
tiveness. He suggested 
that if the commission had 
been functioning properly, 
petitioners would not need 
to approach the IHC for 
relief. “Let alone continue, 
such a commission should 
be shut down,” he said.

Huaneng Tournament: Team 
ACO wins in thrilling finale

The tournament featured six matches with four teams: Team Central Control 
Operations (CCO), Team Administration, Team ACO, and Team Maintenance

SAHIWAL: The Huaneng Cricket Tourna-
ment 2024 held at the Sahiwal Coal-Fired 
Power Plant, concluded with an electrifying 
final match that saw Team Auxiliary Con-
trol Operations (ACO) clinch victory over 
Team Administration in a nail-biting 8-over 
contest. The tournament emphasized phys-
ical fitness and mental well-being while also 
celebrating the friendship between Paki-
stani and Chinese cultures.
In a nail-biting final, Team Auxiliary Con-
trol Operations (ACO) triumphed over 
Team Administration by just 8 runs. The 
match, played in an exciting 8-over format, 
saw Team Administration win the toss 
and choose to bowl first. Team ACO set 
a challenging total of 96 runs for 4 wick-
ets with Touseef Khan leading the charge, 
scoring an unbeaten 28 runs. Team Ad-
ministration’s Hafiz Shehzad took 3 wick-
ets, putting up a strong fight. In response, 
Team Administration scored 87 runs for 
3 wickets with Abdul Rauf Bhatti match-
ing Touseef’s effort with 28 runs. Despite 
their best efforts, they fell short of the tar-
get. Touseef Khan capped off a fantastic 
performance by taking 2 crucial wickets, 

securing the victory for Team ACO.
The tournament featured six matches with 
four teams: Team Central Control Opera-
tions (CCO), Team Administration, Team 
ACO, and Team Maintenance. It kicked off 
with Team CCO facing Team Administra-
tion, where Administration won by 6 wick-
ets. Team ACO also impressed with a 19-
run victory over Team Maintenance in the 
second match. The final rounds saw Team 
ACO and Team Administration battle for 
the championship. After a series of thrill-
ing matches, the award ceremony conclud-
ed with Mr. Li Xin, CEO of Sahiwal Coal-
Fired Power Plant presenting the trophy 
to the champions, Team ACO while Vice 
President Mr. Huang Xuewen awarded the 
runners-up trophy to Team Administration.
The tournament not only promoted car-
diovascular health and teamwork but also 
created lasting memories for all partici-
pants. With such enthusiasm and talent 
displayed, everyone is looking forward to 
the next Huaneng Cricket Tournament. 
Events like this play a crucial role in fos-
tering a positive work environment and 
enhancing employee morale. – Agencies

Australia get Head boost, 
India ponder Rohit switch
Head has 409 runs from five innings 
in the series, including two hundreds 

and a fifty, and averages nearly 82
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Sydney: In-form Australian batter Travis Head will be fit 
for the fourth test and India are considering restoring cap-
tain Rohit Sharma to the opener’s slot for the match start-
ing in Melbourne on Thursday. Head is the leading run 
scorer in the five-test series but the left-hander suffered a 
quad strain in Brisbane. Home captain Pat Cummins con-
firmed Head would retain his place in the middle order as 
Australia chase a 2-1 lead after rain thwarted their victory 
charge in the last game. “He ticked off some final things 
today and yesterday, but no stress, no worries about in-
jury for Trav,” Cummins told reporters after training on 
Wednesday. “He’ll go into the game fully fit. I don’t think 
you’ll see too much management of him throughout the 
game ... maybe around fielding if he’s a bit uncomforta-
ble.” Head has 409 runs from five innings in the series, 
including two hundreds and a fifty, and averages nearly 
82. Teenage opener Sam Konstas will make his debut in 

place of Nathan McSweeney in front of a sellout Boxing 
Day crowd at the MCG. Seamer Scott Boland comes in 
for the injured Josh Hazlewood with the temperature 
forecast to reach 40 degrees Celsius on day one. India, 
lucky to escape with a draw in the rain-blighted third 
test, are also considering changing their opening combi-
nation. Captain Rohit missed the opening test to be with 
his newborn son in Mumbai and KL Rahul, who replaced 
him as YashasviJaiswal’s partner, retained his place in 
Adelaide and Brisbane. An out-of-form Rohit batted in 
the middle order in the last two tests but his run drought 
continued as he managed only 19 runs in three innings.

Trump’s 
incoming 

envoy calls..
From Page 01

A day earlier, Grenell — 
while talking to a US media 
outlet — said that the US had 
a much better relationship 
with Pakistan during the 
Trump administration when 
Imran Khan was the leader 
of Pakistan because “he was 
an outsider”. “He [Imran 
Khan] was a former cricket 
player, he wasn’t a politician 
and he spoke in very com-
mon sense language, and 
he and Donald Trump had 
a very good relationship,” 
he said. Reiterating his de-
mand to release Imran, he 
said: “There are a lot of the 
same allegations just like 
President Trump, where the 
ruling party put him in pris-
on and created some sort of 
corruption allegations and 
false allegations.” Grenell 
has held several critical 
roles during Trump’s first 
administration, including 
US ambassador to Germa-
ny, Special Envoy for Serbia 
and Kosovo Peace Negotia-
tions, and Acting Director 
of National Intelligence.

Govt 
committed 
to finding...

From Page 01
In a recent interview with 
a private news channel, 
Senator Irfan Siddiqui re-
affirmed the government’s 
commitment to finding a 
peaceful resolution with the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) party. According to 
Siddiqui, dialogue and rec-
onciliation are the only ways 
to address Pakistan’s prob-
lems. He emphasized that 
the government is willing to 
engage in open-hearted dia-
logue to move forward. Sen-
ator Irfan also emphasized 
the need for maturity and 
tolerance among commit-
tee members, urging them 
to engage in constructive 
dialogue and refrain from 
provocative statements to 
ensure a productive and 
peaceful resolution process. 
Irfan Siddiqui clarified that 
the committee’s next meet-
ing will focus on reviewing 
PTI’s written demands. 
This move aims to ensure 
transparency and a clear 
understanding of the oppo-
sition’s concerns, he added.

Azerbaijan 
plane 

crashes...
From Page 01

from a piece of the fuselage 
that had remained intact. 
Kazakhstan’s emergencies 
ministry said in a statement 
that fire services had put out 
the blaze and that the survi-
vors, including two children, 
were being treated at a near-
by hospital. The bodies of the 
dead were being recovered. 
Azerbaijan Airlines said the 
Embraer 190 jet, with flight 
number J2-8243, was flying 
from Baku to Grozny, capital 
of Russia’s Chechnya region, 
but had been forced to make 
an emergency landing around 
three kilometres from Aktau 
in Kazakhstan. The city is 
on the opposite shore of the 
Caspian Sea from Azerbaijan 
and Russia. Authorities in 
Kazakhstan said a govern-
ment commission had been 
set up to investigate what 
had happened and its mem-
bers ordered to fly to the site 
and ensure that the families 
of the dead and injured were 
getting the help they needed.

Forces kill 
13 terrorists 
in S W IBO

From Page 01
It further said that the slain 
terrorists remained actively 
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities against the 
security forces as well as kill-
ing of innocent civilians. San-
itisation operation is being 
carried out to eliminate any 
other Kharji found in the area, 
as security forces of Pakistan 
are determined to wipe-out 
the menace of terrorism from 
the country, the military’s 
media wing added. Terrorist 
attacks have been rampant 
in the provinces of KP and 
Balochistan — which abutt Af-
ghanistan — targetting espe-
cially the law enforcement and 
security forces. On December 
21, a group of terrorists at-
tempted to attack security 
forces check post in general 
area Makeen in the tribal 
district of South Waziristan. 
The Pakistan Army success-
fully thwarted the attack. 
However, 16 soldiers were 
martyred in this battle. The 
attempt, as per the ISPR, was 
effectively thwarted by troops 
and in ensuing fire exchange, 
eight militants were killed.

Pakistan’s sports governance 
faces turmoil amid reforms

PSB officials defend these steps as 
essential for enhancing governance

Sports Correspondent

LAHORE: Pakistan’s sports govern-
ance is on the brink of a major crisis 
as the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) 
implements reforms aimed at increas-
ing its control over National Sports 
Federations (NSFs). The measures, 
introduced via three key notifications 
available on the PSB website, have 
sparked criticism from the Pakistan 
Olympic Association (POA) and 
affiliated federations, who argue 
that these steps undermine 
their autonomy and contra-
vene international norms.
The reforms include new elec-
tion regulations, a Code of Eth-
ics and Governance, and a Mod-
el Constitution for federations. 
PSB officials defend these steps 
as essential for enhancing govern-
ance, ensuring transparency, and 
eliminating malpractice in Pakistan’s 
sports sector. However, critics contend 
that the reforms violate international 
sports statutes and threaten the inde-
pendence of federations.
Under the new Sports Election Reg-
ulations, the PSB has centralized 
the electoral process for NSFs. An 
independent Election Commission, 
formed by the PSB, will oversee the 
scrutiny of club memberships, finalize 
voter lists, and manage the election 
process. According to the PSB, these 
elections must be completed within 
120 days, with disputes resolved by 

an Election Tribunal established un-
der the same framework. “The entire 
election process, from club scrutiny 
to NSF elections, will be completed 
within 120 days,” stated the notifica-
tion. The Director General of the PSB 
also holds the author-

ity to mandate elections in any 
federation. Despite these assurances, 
the POA and 23 federations have op-
posed the regulations. In a collective 
letter, they argued that the measures 
violate international sports laws and 
interfere with their autonomy. “Every 
federation operates under the rules of 
its respective international governing 
body, and interference by the PSB vi-

olates these frameworks,” the federa-
tions had said. The newly introduced 
Code of Ethics and Governance aims 
to tackle unethical practices such as 
match-fixing, corruption, age fraud, 
doping, harassment, and human traf-
ficking. Violators face strict penalties, 
including verbal and written warn-
ings, bans ranging from one to ten 
years, and lifetime bans for severe 
infractions. In extreme cases, the 
PSB reserves the right to suspend or 
disaffiliate federations, cutting them 
off from government funding and in-
frastructure. “The Code underscores 
our commitment to maintaining eth-

ical standards in sports and ensur-
ing accountability,” said the notifi-
cations. Cases involving criminal 
misconduct will be referred to 
relevant investigative agencies, 
the notification added.
The PSB has also directed 
NSFs to adopt a Model Con-
stitution aligned with interna-
tional standards and Pakistan’s 

National Sports Policy. While 
the PSB insists this will enhance 

transparency and accountability, 
many federations remain skeptical. 

“This approach jeopardizes the auton-
omy we need to function effectively,” a 
senior federation official said. The POA 
has been particularly vocal in its opposi-
tion, warning that these measures could 
lead to international repercussions. 
“We were aware of what the PSB was 
planning. Although we have not yet re-
ceived the official notification, all sports 
bodies have decided to seek advice 
from their respective international fed-
erations and will act accordingly,” said 
an official from one sports federation, 
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Mustafizur 
signs up for 

PSL 2025 draft
Mustafizur Rahman is 

currently he fifth highest 
wicket-taker in T20I cricket

DNA
Lahore: Bangladesh pace sensation Mustafizur Rah-
man, who previously represented Lahore Qalandars, 
has officially signed up for the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) Season 10 player draft.
Rahman, a key pacer for the Bengal Tigers in the white-
ball format, played one season in the PSL during 2018 
when he represented the Qalandars. 
The team finished last that year and failed to qualify for 
the knockout stages of the tournament.
The left-arm pacer featured in five matches, taking four 
wickets at an average of 25.75 and an economy rate of 6.43.
In addition to his PSL stint, the 29-year-old boasts exten-
sive experience in the shorter format of the game.
To date, he has represented Bangladesh in 106 T20I 
matches, claiming 132 wickets. Rahman is currently the 
fifth-highest wicket-taker in T20I cricket.
Besides Mustafizur Rahman, former England duo David 
Willey and Jason Roy, along with Australia’s Usman Kha-
waja, have also signed up for the PSL 2025 draft.
It is pertinent to mention that the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) decided to hold the PSL draft in Balochistan for 
the first time. As per the announcement, the draft will 
take place in Gwadar, the port city of Pakistan’s largest 
province, on January 11, 2025.
The pick order for the highly-anticipated players 
draft has also been announced, with two-time cham-
pions Lahore Qalandars making the first pick in the 
opening round of the platinum category, followed by 
arch-rivals Karachi Kings.
2019 champions Quetta Gladiators will make the third 
pick, while Peshawar Zalmi will have the fourth.
Last season’s runners-up, Sultans, and reigning champions 
United will make the fifth and sixth picks, respectively.

Brazilian 
Oscar returns 
to Sao Paulo
Oscar spent the last eight 

seasons with Shanghai Port
Web Desk

London: Former Chelsea midfielder Oscar will return 
to his former club Sao Paulo on a three-year contract, 
the Brazilian Serie A side said on Tuesday.
Oscar, who made 48 appearances for Brazil’s na-
tional team between 2011 and 2016, spent the last 
eight seasons with Shanghai Port, winning the Chi-
nese Super League title three times.
“I’m happy to be back in Brazil and to be able to play 
for Sao Paulo, which is the club where I started out, 
where I made my base and where I grew up,” the 
33-year-old said in a statement.
Oscar scored 38 goals in 203 appearances for Chelsea 
and lifted the Premier League, League Cup and Europa 
League trophies during his four-and-a-half-year spell.
He began his professional career at Sao Paulo in 2008 and 
joined Internacional in 2010, a move that led to a lengthy 
contract dispute between the two Brazilian clubs.
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NEW DELHI: For the past four 
years, beekeeping has become 
central to Sania Zehra’s life. 
Every morning, she wakes at 
about 6 a.m. to tend to her col-
onies, before spending the rest 
of the day building the enter-
prise that turned her into the 
“bee queen” of Kashmir.  Her 
beekeeping journey began as a 
16-year-old, watching her father 
hard at work at the family farm 
in Balhama in Indian-controlled 
Kashmir. “I first saw my grandfa-
ther working with the bees, and 
then I saw my father doing the 
same business. When I saw my 
father working hard, I decided 

to also contribute and support 
him,” Zehra told Arab News.  
She overcame her initial fear 
of bee stings and got to work 
immediately, applying for a gov-
ernment scheme that allowed 
her to expand the business.  It 
was not always smooth sailing — 
she struggled to make a profit 
in the first couple of years and 
had to juggle maintaining the 
hectic routine of beekeeping 
and selling her products.  But as 
her hard work of managing hun-
dreds of colonies garnered her 
the “bee queen” title, today her 
products are being sold across 
the country. “I am selling my 

product across India (and) I am 
getting orders from Saudi Ara-
bia, Pakistan, Dubai, South Af-
rica, Qatar and all,” Zehra said. 
Beekeeping is a multi-pronged 
passion for the 20-year-old, 
who sees it as a way to pro-
tect the environment and pre-
serve her family legacy.  She 
joins an increasing number of 
women in Kashmir who are 
running their own businesses, 
many of whom access govern-
ment programs aimed at train-
ing and supporting women 
entrepreneurs.  Despite the 
social barriers that persist to 
this day, Zehra found support 

from her family, especially her 
mother.  “My mother supports 
me wholeheartedly. She says 
‘I have sons but you have gone 
ahead of the boys and there is 
nothing that can stop a woman if 
she wants to,’” she said.  “For me, 
it’s a passion as well as a desire to 
carry the family legacy … I have 
been fascinated by bees’ social 
structure and the importance of 
bees in our ecosystem. I want to 
contribute to their conversation 
and produce natural honey and 
connect with nature. They are an 
inspiration for me.”  As time went 
by, she found that beekeeping was 
not only therapeutic for her men-

tal health but also a way to support 
the entrepreneurial landscape in 
Kashmir.  To fuel that mission, Zeh-
ra created an empowerment group 
whose members comprise talented 
women who lack access to resourc-
es.   My main focus is that I should act 
as a catalyst for many and help others 
to grow too,” she said.  With 40 mem-
bers so far, Zehra is aiming to take it 
to 100 and help them gain access to 
the government initiatives that once 
helped her.  “I want to give employ-
ment to all,” Zehra said. “I have a 
future plan to address the unemploy-
ment issue in Kashmir and make 
Kashmir a wonderful place. I want 
to inspire young people.—APP

Kashmir’s ‘bee queen’ sets out to 
empower women, inspire youth

Briefs
Only trickle 

of UN 
emergency 

food aid 
getting to 
desperate 
Gazans: UN

UNITED NATIONS: Only 
three per cent of food and 
water deliveries organized 
by the UN World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) have been 
permitted to enter areas 
in northern Gaza since Oc-
tober, when Israeli forces 
unleashed a ground offen-
sive in the northern part 
of the besieged enclave, 
the United Nations report-
ed Tuesday. At the end 
of December, a joint UN 
convoy of nine trucks suc-
cessfully reached people 
in Beit Hanoun, northern 
Gaza, who had been cut off 
from aid for over 75 days, it 
said.  mages taken by UN 
staffers showed desperate 
residents rushing out from 
shelters to retrieve the bot-
tled water, flour and canned 
food. WFP has put in 101 
requests to deliver food to 
areas in Gaza’s north gover-
norate since the offensive 
began on 6 October: only 
three have been approved, 
including the 20 Decem-
ber convoy. In a statement 
released on Monday, UN 
Emergency Relief Coordi-
nator Tom Fletcher warned 
that the “near-total siege” 
of the northern region 
is “raising the spectre of 
famine”, whilst conditions 
in extremely overcrowded 
South Gaza are creating 
“horrific living conditions 
and even greater humani-
tarian needs” as winter sets 
in. Fletcher, who spent the 
last week visiting UN staff, 
partners and communities 
in several Middle Eastern 
countries, described Gaza 
as the most dangerous 
place in the world to deliv-
er aid, in a year when more 
humanitarians have been 
killed than any on record. 
An added concern is the 
breakdown of law and order, 
and the looting of UN sup-
plies by armed gangs. The 
military operation by Israeli 
forces in northern Gaza is 
ongoing. As well as severely 
limiting the delivery of food 
aid, the tightening siege 
has left up to 15,000 peo-
ple without access to food, 
water, electricity or health-
care. According to media 
reports, at least 20 people 
were killed by Israeli air-
strikes overnight, including 
in al-Mawasi, which is des-
ignated as a humanitarian 
zone, and the al-Nuseirat 
refugee camp in central 
Gaza.—APP

Pope calls 
for ‘arms to 
be silenced’ 
across world

VATICAN: Pope Francis 
called Wednesday for “arms 
to be silenced” around 
the world in his Christ-
mas address, appealing for 
peace in the Middle East, 
Ukraine and Sudan as he 
denounced the “extremely 
grave” humanitarian situ-
ation in Gaza. He used his 
traditional “Urbi et Orbi” 
(“to the city and the world“) 
message to the world’s 
1.4 billion Catholics to call 
for talks for a just peace in 
Ukraine as the country was 
pummelled by 170 Russian 
missiles and drones on Christ-
mas morning. “May the sound 
of arms be silenced in war-torn 
Ukraine,” the 88-year-old pon-
tiff said, his voice strained and 
breathless. “May there be the 
boldness needed to open the 
door to negotiation and to ges-
tures of dialogue and encoun-
ter, in order to achieve a just 
and lasting peace.”
In front of thousands of the 
faithful gathered in front of 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, 
also appealed for a ceasefire 
in Gaza and for the freeing of 
Israeli hostages held there by 
Hamas.
“I think of the Christian com-
munities in Israel and Pal-
estine, particularly in Gaza, 
where the humanitarian situ-
ation is extremely grave. May 
there be a ceasefire, may the 
hostages be released and aid 
be given to the people worn 
out by hunger and by war,” 
he added. Francis extended 
his call for a silencing of arms 
to the whole Middle East and 
to Sudan, which has been 
ravaged by a ravaged by 20 
months of brutal civil war 
where millions are under the 
threat of famine. “May the 
Son of the Most High sustain 
the efforts of the international 
community to facilitate access 
to humanitarian aid for the ci-
vilian population of Sudan and 
to initiate new negotiations for 
a ceasefire,” he said. —APP

Snowstorm 
cuts power 

to tens of 
thousands 
in Bosnia

SARAJEVO: Parts of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina were cut 
off and more than 170,000 
people were left without 
electricity on Tuesday due 
to a snowstorm gripping 
the region. “Despite efforts 
and continuous work to re-
pair the faults, the electric-
ity supply situation wors-
ened. Currently, 127,000 
metering points are without 
power,” distributor Elek-
troprivreda BiH said. Elek-
trokrajina, which covers the 
municipalities of the Serb 
entity in Bosnia, Republi-
ka Srpska, also announced 
that around 50,000 of its us-
ers are without power. “All 
available field teams have 
been deployed and have 
been working since the ear-
ly morning hours to repair 
the faults,” the company 
stated.
At the same time, in the 
western part of Bosnia, a 
state of emergency was de-
clared after severe weather 
blocked all entry and exit 
points to the municipality of 
Drvar, cutting off its 17,000 
residents. “The situation 
is extremely difficult. The 
snow keeps falling. People 
are stranded in the snow,” 
Jasna Pecanac, the presi-
dent of the Drvar Municipal 
Council, told local media.
Snowdrifts in some villages 
around Drvar are up to two 
meters high, and the heavy 
blizzard is making clearing 
efforts even more difficult.
“We are requesting assis-
tance for snow clearing. 
All available machinery is 
already in the field,” said 
Pecanac. The snow is heav-
iest in the western parts of 
the country, where a red 
weather alert is in effect. In 
the hilly and mountainous 
areas of this region, the se-
vere snowstorm has caused 
numerous faults in the elec-
tricity distribution network. 
The Serbian official Hydro-
meteorological Institute 
has issued a warning that 
heavy snowfall will contin-
ue.—APP

5 convicted 
over 

Amsterdam 
violence 
against 
Israelis

AMSTERDAM: A Dutch 
court on Tuesday convict-
ed five men for their part 
in last month’s violence 
against Israeli football fans 
in Amsterdam that shocked 
the world and sparked accu-
sations of anti-Semitism.
The Amsterdam district 
court found them guilty for 
a range of crimes from kick-
ing fans of Maccabi Tel Aviv 
in the street to inciting vi-
olence in chat groups. The 
heaviest sentence imposed 
was six months in pris-
on, for a man identified as 
Sefa O. for public violence 
against several people. 
The Maccabi Tel Aviv fans 
came under “hit-and-run” 
style attacks in the early 
hours of November 8 after 
their European League 
match against Amsterdam 
giants Ajax. Images of the 
violence, which left five 
fans briefly hospitalized, 
went around the world and 
sparked a furious reaction 
in Israel including accusa-
tions of a “pogrom.” The 
most serious case under 
consideration Tuesday was 
O., who prosecutors said 
played a “leading role” in 
the violence. The court saw 
images of a man identified 
as O. kicking a person on 
the ground, chasing tar-
gets, and punching people 
in the head and the body. 
The prosecutor said the 
beatings had “little to do 
with football” but added 
that “in this case, there was 
no evidence of... a terror-
ist intent and the violence 
was not motivated by an-
ti-Semitic sentiment.” “The 
violence was influenced by 
the situation in Gaza, not 
by anti-Semitism,” said the 
prosecutor. The attacks fol-
lowed two days of skirmish-
es that also saw Maccabi 
fans chant anti-Arab songs, 
vandalize a taxi and burn a 
Palestinian flag. Police said 
they were investigating at 
least 45 people over the vio-
lence, including that carried 
out by fans of the Israeli 
club. Another man iden-
tified as Umutcan A., 24, 
received a sentence of one 
month for assaulting fans 
and violently ripping a Mac-
cabi scarf from one of them. 
Prosecutors had called for 
heavier sentences against 
the men — of up to two 
years in the case of O. The 
judge said that people con-
victed of such crimes would 
normally have to serve 
community service.—APP

Japan FM concerned over 
China military activity

China’s foreign ministry said Beijing sought to “strengthen dialogue and communication” in order to 
“properly manage differences” with Japan.Beijing will “strive to build a constructive and stable Chi-
na-Japan relationship that meets the requirements of the new era,” spokeswoman Mao Ning said.

DNA

Beijing: Japan’s top diplomat 
Takeshi Iwaya expressed “seri-
ous concerns” to his Chinese 
counterpart over Beijing’s in-
creasing military activity and 
the situation in the East and 
South China Sea, Tokyo said 
Wednesday.
Iwaya also told Wang Yi at 
talks in Beijing that “Japan is 
closely monitoring the Taiwan 
situation and recent military 
developments,” a statement 
from Japan’s foreign ministry 
said. Japanese foreign minis-
ter Takeshi Iwaya was due in 
Beijing on Wednesday for talks 
with counterpart Wang Yi and 
other top officials as Tokyo 

acknowledged “challenges and 
concerns” in ties. The visit is 
Iwaya’s first to China since be-
coming Japan’s top diplomat ear-
lier this year.
China and Japan are key trading 
partners, but increased friction 
over disputed territories and 
military spending has frayed 
ties in recent years. Tensions 
also flared last year over Japan’s 
decision to begin releasing into 
the Pacific Ocean some of the 
540 Olympic swimming pools’ 
worth of reactor cooling water 
amassed since the tsunami that 
led to the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster — an operation the UN 
atomic agency deemed safe. Chi-
na branded the move “selfish” 
and banned all Japanese seafood 
imports, but in September said 

it would “gradually resume” the 
trade. China imported more than 
$500 million worth of seafood 
from Japan in 2022, according 
to customs data. Iwaya told re-
porters in Tokyo on Tuesday 
that “China represents one of 
the most important bilateral 
relationships for us.” “Between 
Japan and China, there are var-
ious possibilities but also mul-
tiple challenges and concerns,” 
he said. “Both countries possess 
the heavy responsibilities for 
the peace and stability of our 
region and the international 
community,” he added. China’s 
foreign ministry said Beijing 
sought to “strengthen dialogue 
and communication” in order to 
“properly manage differences” 
with Japan. Beijing will “strive 

to build a constructive and sta-
ble China-Japan relationship 
that meets the requirements 
of the new era,” spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said. Japan’s brutal 
occupation of parts of China 
before and during World War II 
also remains a sore point, with 
Beijing accusing Tokyo of fail-
ing to atone for its past.
Visits by Japanese officials 
to the Yasukuni shrine that 
honors war dead — including 
convicted war criminals — reg-
ularly prompt anger from Bei-
jing. Beijing’s more assertive 
presence around disputed ter-
ritories in the region, mean-
while, has sparked Tokyo’s ire, 
leading it to boost security ties 
with key ally the United States 
and other countries. In August, 

a Chinese military aircraft 
staged the first confirmed in-
cursion by China into Japa-
nese airspace, followed weeks 
later by a Japanese warship 
sailing through the Taiwan Strait 
for the first time. Beijing’s rare 
test launch of an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile into the 
Pacific Ocean in late Septem-
ber also drew strong protests 
from Tokyo, which said it had 
not been given advance notice.
China also in August formally 
indicted a Japanese man held 
since last year on espionage 
charges. The man, an employ-
ee of the Japanese pharmaceu-
tical company Astellas, was 
held in March last year and 
placed under formal arrest in 
October.
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Hasina to face charges of 
crimes against humanity

There are multiple charges against Hasina, including that she 
bears responsibility for forced disappearances, and for ordering 

the killings that took place during the protests, he added 

DNA

DHAKA: Ousted Bang-
ladeshi Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina will face 
multiple charges of crimes 
against humanity, the 
country’s interim govern-
ment said on Tuesday af-
ter sending an extradition 
request to India.  Hasina 
travelled to New Delhi 
in August during the stu-
dent-led demonstrations 
that ended her 15 years in 
power. The initially peace-
ful protests, which began 
in early July, were met 
with a violent crackdown 
by security forces, which 
left hundreds dead and 
sparked a nationwide up-
rising against Hasina, forc-
ing her to flee the country.  
In October, a Bangladeshi 

domestic criminal tribunal 
issued arrest warrants for 
Hasina and more than 
40 other people linked 
to the protest killings.  
Bangladesh’s foreign af-
fairs adviser, Md. Touhid 
Houssain, said on Mon-
day that his country had 
sent a diplomatic note to 
India’s Foreign Ministry 
asking for Hasina’s return 
in order to begin a “judi-
cial process.” “We expect 
(India) will respond as 
soon as possible,” Azad 
Majumder, deputy press 
secretary of the head 
of Bangladesh’s interim 
government Muhammad 
Yunus, told Arab News.  
There are multiple 
charges against Hasina, 
including that she bears 
responsibility for forced 
disappearances, and for 
ordering the killings that 

took place during the 
protests, he added.  “She 
will face multiple charg-
es against her regarding 
crimes against humanity, 
and investigations are 
underway in this regard,” 
Yunus said. India has con-
firmed reception of the 
request from Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh has an extra-
dition treaty with India, 
which serves as a “com-
mitment that both par-
ties will comply with this 
instrument,” said Jyotir-
moy Barua, a lawyer at 
the Bangladesh Supreme 
Court and a human rights 
activist.  In 2015, Bangla-
desh handed over Anup 
Chetia, a separatist rebel 
leader whose group had 
fought Indian rule in the 
northeastern state of As-
sam. He was arrested in 
1997 for illegal entry into 

Bangladesh and for pos-
session of large amounts 
of foreign currency.  
Though Bangladesh ex-
pects that India will re-
turn Sheikh Hasina in 
respect of their bilateral 
treaty and the precedent 
that was set in Chetia’s 
case, there are concerns 
that New Delhi may not 
comply.  “India may (re-
fer to) this clause of the 
treaty that Sheikh Hasina 
may face ‘political venge-
ance’ in the trial process 
and may not receive justice. 
On these grounds, India 
may not eventually comply 
with Bangladesh’s request,” 
Barua said.  “So, there is a 
fear that India may not fol-
low the diplomatic norms 
here in returning Sheikh 
Hasina. It depends on 
the good judgement of 
Indian leadership.” 

Catholics 
hold muted 

Christmas mass in 
Indonesia’s Sharia 

stronghold
Banda Aceh: With flickering candles and the sound of organs, 
hundreds of Catholics held a muted Christmas Eve mass in In-
donesia’s Aceh province, the only one under ultraconservative 
Islamic law in the world’s most populous Muslim-majority nation. 
Christmas decorations are not allowed on the streets of Aceh -- 
the only Indonesian province to implement strict Sharia law that 
includes punishments like flogging -- where 98 percent are Muslim 
and just 6,000 Catholics live. The Sacred Heart Catholic Church, built 
almost 100 years ago by Dutch colonial rulers and the only one in 
the provincial capital Banda Aceh, was allowed to hold a ceremony 
Tuesday evening for a crowd of 500 faithful. “I don’t find any diffi-
culty in terms of relationship with believers of other religions. So 
far, the religious tolerance here is excellent,” the church’s pastor, 
Father Agustinus Padang, told AFP.  Aceh has been widely criti-
cised by rights groups for punishments of moral offences un-
der the strict law, such as public canings for alleged adultery. 
But  province’s special autonomy excludes non-Muslims from 
those, and Catholicism is one of the nominally secular coun-
try’s six official religions.  The church, located in the heart 
of the city and a stone’s throw away from the grand mosque, 
is bare of any Christmas ornaments on its exterior. A tight 
security presence of more than a dozen police and soldiers 
was also visible because of several attacks against Christians in 
Indonesia in recent years. But inside the colonial-style church, 
worshippers celebrated with a tall Christmas tree, fairy lights, 
and a choir singing the Indonesian version of “Holy Night”. —APP
            

Her beekeeping journey began as a 16-year-old, watching her father hard at work at the family farm in 
Balhama in Indian-controlled Kashmir. “I first saw my grandfather working with the bees, and then I 

saw my father doing the same business. When I saw my father working hard

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Christians take part in Christmas Day mass at St. Thomas Church, in the Federal Capital.



Thursday, December 26, 2024    |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST

Miftah finds many faults 
in style of governance
He visited the Quaid-e-Azam’s 

mausoleum to offer Fateha
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Awam Pakistan Secretary General Miftah Ismail 
said on Wednesday the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz and 
Pakistan Peoples Party failed to make the lives of the peo-
ple any better despite many stints in power. He visited the 
Quaid-e-Azam’s mausoleum to offer Fateha and lay floral 
wreath. Talking to the media on the occasion, Ismail said, 
“today is the birth anniversary of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah and today we have come to apologize to the found-
er of the nation as we have provided neither water nor clean 
air to the citizenry.” The former federal minister added in 
a somber tone, “we could not provide enough employment 
to our people and also we could not adequately educate 
our children.” Castigating the incumbent government, he 
said heavy taxes were being imposed on the working peo-
ple while those with huge farmlands were nor paying tax. 
He said the PML-N had made an electoral theft in 2024 
election and therefore, it had lost the trust of the people.

 “Occupation has set new 
conditions concerning withdrawal 

(of troops), the ceasefire, 
prisoners, and the return of 

displaced people,” Hamas said

News Desk

JERUSALEM: Hamas accused Israel on 
Wednesday of imposing “new conditions” 
that it said were delaying a ceasefire agree-
ment in the war in Gaza, though it acknowl-
edged negotiations were still ongoing. Is-
rael has made no public statement about 
any new conditions in its efforts to secure 
the release of hostages seized on October 
7, 2023. Indirect talks between Israel and 
Hamas, mediated by Qatar, Egypt and the 
United States, have taken place in Doha in 
recent days, rekindling hope for a truce deal 
that has proven elusive. “The ceasefire and 
prisoner exchange negotiations are contin-
uing in Doha under the mediation of Qatar 
and Egypt in a serious manner... but the 
occupation has set new conditions concern-
ing withdrawal (of troops), the ceasefire, 
prisoners, and the return of displaced peo-
ple, which has delayed reaching an agree-
ment,” the Palestinian militant group said 
in a statement. Hamas did not elaborate 
on the conditions imposed by Israel. On 

Monday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told parliament that there was 
“some progress” in the talks, and on Tues-
day his office said Israeli representatives 
had returned from Qatar after “significant 
negotiations.” Last week, Hamas and two 
other Palestinian militant groups — Islamic 
Jihad and the leftist Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine — said in a rare joint 
statement that a ceasefire agreement was 
“closer than ever,” provided Israel did not 
impose new conditions. Efforts to strike 
a truce and hostage release deal have re-
peatedly failed over key stumbling blocks. 
Despite numerous rounds of indirect talks, 
Israel and Hamas have agreed just one 
truce, which lasted for a week at the end 
of 2023. Negotiations have faced multiple 
challenges since then, with the primary 
point of disagreement being the establish-
ment of a lasting ceasefire in Gaza. Another 
unresolved issue is the governance of post-
war Gaza. It remains a highly contentious 
issue, including within the Palestinian lead-
ership. Israel has said repeatedly that it will 
not allow Hamas to run the territory ever 
again. In an interview with The Wall Street 
Journal last week, Netanyahu said: “I’m not 
going to agree to end the war before we re-
move Hamas.” He added Israel is “not going 
to leave them in power in Gaza, 30 miles 
from Tel Aviv. It’s not going to happen.”

‘Israel’s new conditions 
delayed ceasefire deal’

Briefs
2 killed, 4 
injured in 

Turbat blast
DNA

QUETTA: At least two peo-
ple were killed and four oth-
ers were injured in a blast 
in Dasht area in Turbat, Ba-
lochistan, the police said on 
Wednesday. They said that 
the improvised explosive 
device (IED) blast also dam-
aged a vehicle.  The bodies 
and the wounded were shift-
ed to a hospital, the police 
added.  Providing details of 
the incident, the law enforc-
ers said that the remote-con-
trolled explosion occurred 
when the victims were trav-
elling inside a vehicle.
Those killed in the blast 
have been identified as 
Zaman and UmerZahoor, 
whereas the injured include 
Naeem, Javed, Ameen 
and Waheed. The incident 
comes amid a surge in 
terrorist incidents in the 
country, which has affected 
Balochistan and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa the most. 
Earlier this month, persons 
were killed in a bomb explo-
sion behind Levies station 
in Killa Abdullah. However, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Shehak Baloch said that 
the deceased were carry-
ing a bomb to attack the 
station but before reaching 
their target the bomb ex-
ploded and both of them 
were killed. The month of 
November was also marred 
by violence in the province 
with two soldiers being 
martyred in an IED blast 
during an operation in Har-
nai. The martyred soldiers 
were identified as Major 
Muhammad Haseeb and 
Havildar Noor Ahmed.

Pope calls for 
‘arms to be 
silenced’

VATICAN: Pope Francis 
called Wednesday for “arms 
to be silenced” around the 
world in his Christmas ad-
dress, appealing for peace 
in the Middle East, Ukraine 
and Sudan as he denounced 
the “extremely grave” hu-
manitarian situation in Gaza. 
He used his traditional “Urbi 
et Orbi” (“to the city and 
the world“) message to the 
world’s 1.4 billion Catholics 
to call for talks for a just 
peace in Ukraine as the coun-
try was pummelled by 170 
Russian missiles and drones 
on Christmas morning.
“May the sound of arms be 
silenced in war-torn Ukraine,” 
the 88-year-old pontiff said, 
his voice strained and breath-
less. “May there be the bold-
ness needed to open the door 
to negotiation and to gestures 
of dialogue and encounter, in 
order to achieve a just and 
lasting peace.” In front of 
thousands of the faithful gath-
ered in front of St. Peter’s Ba-
silica in Rome, also appealed 
for a ceasefire in Gaza and for 
the freeing of Israeli hostages 
held there by Hamas. “I think 
of the Christian communi-
ties in Israel and Palestine, 
particularly in Gaza, where 
the humanitarian situation is 
extremely grave. May there 
be a ceasefire, may the 
hostages be released and 
aid be given to the people 
worn out by hunger and by 
war,” he added. – Agencies

NLC & 
DP World 

Launch 
landmark 
Shipping 

Service from 
Karachi to 
Chittagong

DNA
Rawalpindi: NLC and DP 
World have shipped more 
than 1,000 containers be-
tween Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh since launching the 
first direct shipping route 
between the two countries 
in October, a strategic initi-
ative that will significantly 
strengthen trade and region-
al connectivity in South Asia.
Container service between 
Karachi and Jable Ali will 
start with the first NLC ves-
sel having capacity of 1,100 
TEUs on 13 January while 
the second vessel of similar 
capacity will be inducted by 
end of January. Additionally, 
an edible oil vessel is slated 
for February 2025, further 
diversifying the scope of 
this collaborative effort.
This strategic venture sig-
nifies the beginning of a 
transformative phase in 
regional trade. The col-
laboration between NLC 
and regional partner is not 
merely a logistics operation 
but a cornerstone of a com-
prehensive roadmap aimed 
at strengthening economic 
growth, promoting shared 
prosperity, and accelerating 
progress across the region

Militants 
blow up gas 
pipeline in 

Quetta
DNA

Quetta: An 18-inch di-
ameter gas pipeline was 
blown up by militants in 
Quetta on Wednesday.  
As a result, gas supply to 
Kuchlak, Ziarat, Boostan, 
Yaro, Karbala, Haramzai 
and Pishin areas of Ba-
lochistan was suspended. 
In Quetta City, gas supply 
was suspended to Airport 
Road, Nawakli, Jinnah Town, 
Khaizee, A-One City and Haz-
ar Ganji.  The SSGC has sent 
its team to fix the gas pipe-
line. The team is working to 
restore the gas supply to the 
affected areas at the earliest. 

Yemen fires 
hypersonic 
missile at 

Israeli targets 
Sana’a: The Yemeni Armed 
Forces claimed responsibil-
ity for a missile strike on a 
military target within the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
in support of Gaza, marking 
the second attack in just 
two days. Brigadier Gener-
al Yahya Saree, spokesman 
for Yemen’s Armed Forces, 
stated on Wednesday that 
the operation involved a Pal-
estine-2 hypersonic ballistic 
missile, and struck an Israeli 
military target in Tel Aviv. 
The Yemeni spokesman un-
derscored that the missile 
strike was part of the fifth 
phase of the battle against 
the Israeli enemy, and could 
successfully attain its de-
sired objectives. – Agencies

Military installation attackers will 
be tried in military courts: Tarar

Information minister accuses PTI of politicising military courts, 
creating unnecessary controversy around their trials

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif cuts a cake to celebrate Christmas 2024. – DNA

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Information Minister AttaullahTarar has 
stated that attacks on military installations will be tried 
in military courts and urged the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) to refrain from politicising or disputing the matter.
During a press conference in Islamabad on Wednesday, he 
criticised PTI for using military courts as a political tool, 
aiming to create controversy around them. He clarified that 
military courts only handle cases involving attacks on de-
fence establishments, citing incidents such as the attacks 
on the Corps Commander’s House, Mardan, and BalaHisar.
“When an attack is carried out on a defence institution or 
its property is set ablaze, it becomes the responsibility of 
the relevant authorities to apprehend the culprits. Just 
as railway police handle crimes on railway premises, mil-
itary courts address offenses targeting military assets. So, 
when attacks on military assets occur, the Military Act is 
enforced”, he explained. While highlighting the PTI’s shift-
ing stance, he recalled that during Imran Khan’s tenure, 
military court trials were praised. “Statements praising the 
military courts from PTI’s leadership are still available on 
social media. Yet now, the same individuals are lobbying 

internationally against these courts,” Tarar remarked.
The information minister assured that military trials 
adhere to fair trial principles. “The accused are grant-
ed the right to a lawyer, meetings with family, and the 
right of appeal. Trials are conducted in the physical 
presence of the accused. In addition, decisions can be 
appealed either within the military judicial framework 
or through the High Court,” he stated. Tarar dismissed 
claims of injustice in military trials, asserting that no 
laws—domestic or international—were violated. He 
called on PTI to stop politicising the issue, utilise the 
available right of appeal mechanisms, and acknowledge 
the events of May 9 as a grave mistake. “Unfortunately, 
some PTI members still justify the actions of that day,” 
he concluded. Last week, military courts sentenced 25 
civilians to prison terms ranging from two to 10 years 
for their involvement in attacks on military installations 
during the nationwide riots in May 2023. The convicts 
were found guilty of attacking key sites such as Jinnah 
House, General Headquarters (GHQ), and Pakistan Air 
Force Base Mianwali. According to the military’s media 
wing (ISPR), the sentences were handed down follow-
ing a thorough review of evidence and legal procedures, 
with 14 individuals receiving 10-year terms. 
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Pakistan default risk 
declines 88%: report

Foreign exchange reserves rise 
to over $12 billion in Dec 2024

DNA
KARACHI: Pakistan’s perceived risk of default has sharply 
declined, as reflected by the 88% fall in its five-year credit 
default swap (CDS) spreads to 1,493 basis point (bps) since 
their peak in November 2022, says brokerage firm Topline 
Securities. It adds that the improvement comes on the back 
of stabilising macroeconomic indicators and a healthier ex-
ternal account. Foreign exchange reserves have risen to over 
$12 billion in December 2024, a significant recovery from 
the precarious low of $2.9 billion in February 2023. But what 
does this mean for the country? Karim Punjani — ex equities 
and treasury fund manager — said that Pakistan’s high CDS 
spreads are not an anomaly, adding that the COVID-19 pan-
demic affected all economies, and the CDS spreads of almost 
all countries shot up. What is unique for Pakistan is “polit-

ical concerns” that further exacerbated the issue. Former 
finance minister Miftah Ismail, whose second term in office 
was when Pakistan was battling with the risk of default, said 
that “it is great that the risk has come down so much. And I 
hope it stays down.” He said that a cursory look at the over-
all trajectory of the CDS spreads will help analyse what sort 
of policies the market demands. Giving support to Punjani’s 
claims of political concerns, Ismail said that the risk shot up 
in October 2022 at a time when he was made to leave his of-
fice. It was the same time, he said, when now-deputy minister 
Ishaq Dar openly expressed his disagreements with the IMF. 
“The risk decreased in June/July 2023 when Pakistan finally 
got an agreement with the IMF. Then the risk further de-
clined in January/February 2024 and has stayed low since,” 
he said, adding that the period reflected that Pakistan “will 
have understanding with the IMF”. In his post on X, Khur-
ramSchehzad, adviser to the finance minister, said: “The de-
cline in country risk premiums provides a timely opportunity 
for Pakistan to plan and re-enter global capital markets, par-
ticularly with global interest rates on the decline. 

ATC issues notices 
to two fugitives in 
GHQ attack case
ATC ordered the accused to 

appear in court by January 24

Court Reporter

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) in 
Rawalpindi has issued notices to two fugitives, 
ShaheerSikandar and Muhammad Asim, in the 
GHQ attack case. ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah 
ordered the accused to appear in court by Jan-
uary 24. Failure to comply would result in the 
accused being declared absconders. Prosecutor 
Syed Zaheer Shah stated that if the accused were 
declared absconders, the process of confiscating 
their properties would also commence. 


