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FBR fails to 
attain tax 
collection 

target
The taxation authority 
has collected Rs 852 

billion during November

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) 
would fail to reach its tax 
target collection for Novem-
ber 2024, sources here said. 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) could demand a 
mini budget from Pakistan if 
the tax collection authority 
would fail to attain its target 
of December, according to 
sources. Despite heavy tax-
es imposed, the FBR failing 
to reach to tax targets with 
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CM rejects Centre’s
claims of ‘ineffective 
CTD’, lawlessness

Shamim Shahid

Peshawar: After the Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) government was blamed for mis-
placing the law-and-order priorities, Chief 
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur strongly 
rejected the Centre’s claims of his admin-
istration’s inability to cope with security 
challenges and empower Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD) in the province. 
“The law and order situation has improved 
in our government,” said Gandapur in a 
statement today besides criticising Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s statement point-
ing towards the CTD’s ineffectiveness to 
uproot terrorism in the province. He added 
that the counterterrorism department was 
fully functional and carried out “thousands 
of successful operations” against terrorists. 
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ISLAMABAD: C

Firebrand CM castigates Governor Faisal Karim 
Kundi for summoning APC on law and order situation

Federal govt creating “confusions

Briefs

‘Trained miscreants, 
illegal Afghans were 
present in PTI rally’

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Days after the chaos in the federal capital city, 
the Ministry of Interior on Sunday revealed startling details 
about the Imran Khan-founded Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
(PTI) recent “do-or-die” Islamabad protest. The ministry 
gave a detailed account of the development that unfolded 
from its talks with the PTI, ahead of the party’s Novem-
ber 24 protest march, following an order of the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC), to busting alleged social media propa-
ganda, the violent incidents as well as the losses incurred 
to the economy. The ministry said the IHC on November 
21 directed the federal government to take all necessary 
measures to maintain law and order in the federal capital.
The high court had directed the interior minister to engage 
with the PTI leadership in this regard. Given the sensitivity 
of the Belarusian president and the Chinese high-level delega-
tion’s visit, the former ruling party was initially asked to post-
pone the protest but on their persistence to continue with it, 
the PTI was subsequently offered Sangjani area as a designat-
ed location. “In this regard, out of the ordinary and at odd tim-
ings, meetings were also allowed between the PTI leadership 
and its founder. On the contrary and in spite of the extraordi-
nary concessions extended, the PTI violated the court’s or-
ders blatantly and instead of holding a protest at a designated 
place [Sangjani], unlawfully breached entry towards the Red 
Zone of Islamabad,” the interior ministry added.
The ministry said throughout the protest march from Pesha-
war to Red Zone Islamabad, violent protestors of the PTI 
aggressively engaged LEAs repeatedly using firearms and 
all sorts of other weaponry including steel slingshots, stun 
grenades, tear gas shells and nail-studded batons to force 
their way to Red Zone Islamabad. “This violent protest was 
primarily orchestrated and logistically and financially sus-
tained and supported by the resources of the government of 
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Murad Saeed hiding 
in KP CM House, 

claims Tarar
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar has claimed that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) fugitive leader Murad 
Saeed is hiding in the Chief Minister (CM) House 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Islamabad, Tarar alleged that Murad Saeed 
led a contingent during the PTI protest in the fed-
eral capital on November 26. “Murad was not only 
present in the rally but also leading at least 1500 
trained miscreants, including undocumented Af-
ghan citizens, in the protest at D-Chowk”, the min-
ister said. The information minister maintained that 
the armed men targeted security forces with heavy 
weapons, leading to the deaths of many security per-
sonnel. Responding to a question, Attaullah Tarar 
said “Murad Saeed is now hiding in KP CM House, 
but it does not look good to conduct a raid on the 
office of the provincial chief to arrest the fugitive 
opposition leader.” Earlier, the Interior Ministry 
said that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government’s re-
sources were used without restraint in repeated pro-
tests in the capital city. “Police and Rangers didn’t 
use live ammunition to disperse violent mobs dur-
ing the protest,” according to the interior ministry. 
“The military was not engaged with violent mobs, 
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Army neither came in direct clash with PTI miscreants 
nor they were employed for riot control, says statement

Dar thanks 
diplomats for 
taking part in  
charity bazaar
Says charity bazaar is 
pivotal to bring various 

cultures closer

Saifullah Ansar

I S L A M A B A D : D e p u t y 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar has 
stressed that charity bazaar 
aimed to contribute to the 
welfare of the underprivi-
leged. Addressing an inau-
guration ceremony of the 

Detailed News on Page 08

Pakistan Foreign Office 
Women’s Association 
(PFOWA) Charity Bazaar, 
he stressed that such ac-
tivities must be organised 
two times in the year. He 
thanked diplomats for their 
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Bureau Report

Kurram: The total number of people killed in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa’s Kurram district has reached 130, while 186 
are injured as clashes between tribes continued for the 
eleventh day despite a ceasefire having been imposed in 
Lower Kurram, according to a local official. Kurram has 
been a flashpoint for tribal tensions for decades. They 
spilled over into a fresh wave of attacks last month when 
clashes between two groups left dozens dead. Speaking 
to meida, District Health Officer (DHO) Dr Qaisar Abbas 
said “The total number of people killed is 130, while 186 
are injured.” The DHO also added that there was a lack 
of medical facilities to treat the injured. According to the 
police and hospital sources, the firing between the tribes in 
Kurram district continues for the eleventh day. Seven more 
people had lost their lives in clashes on Friday, according to 
officials. With the cooperation of police forces and elders, 
most of the clashes have been stopped while the armed 

Continued on Page 06

100 people arrested 
for growing poppy 

in Afghanistan 
Agencies

Faizabad: More than 100 people have been arrest-
ed for growing poppy in northeastern Afghanistan, 
police said Sunday, in an area that has previously re-
sisted a Taliban ban on the crop. “During an operation 
today, the forces of the department arrested more 
than a hundred people, including residents of vari-
ous villages... while cultivating poppy,” Shafiqullah 
Hafizi, the director of the police’s counter-narcotics 
department in the province of Badakhshan. “These 
people were introduced to the primary court of 

Continued on Page 06

Kurram death toll reaches 
130 as clashes continues

“The district administration and other relevant 
authorities have initiated efforts to stop fighting between 
the two communities but there is no breakthrough yet,”

Govt will uphold State Writ

During sanitisation operations
Two soldiers martyred, 
8 terrorists killed in KP 
Eliminated militants were involved in numerous terrorist 

activities against security forces as well as innocent civilians

Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: Two Pakistan Army sol-
diers, including a captain, embraced mar-
tyrdom, while eight terrorists were killed 
in two separate operations in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, the military’s media affairs 
wing said on Sunday. According to the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR): 
“Eight khwarij have been sent to hell in 
two separate operations conducted in KP 
from November 29 to December 1, 2024.” 
An intelligence-based operation (IBO) 
was conducted in the general area of Baka 
Khel, Bannu District, based on reports of 
terrorists’ presence. The ISPR stated that 
security forces effectively engaged the 
militants’ location during the operation, 

killing five terrorists and injuring nine. 
However, during the operation, Sepoy Ift-
ikhar Hussain, 29, having fought gallantly, 
embraced martyrdom. In another opera-
tion, the security forces neutralised three 
terrorists and arrested two in the general 
area of Shagai, Khyber District.  
During the intense exchange of fire, Cap-
tain Muhammad Zohaib Ud Din, 25, who 
was leading his troops from the front, 
fought bravely, paid the ultimate sacrifice 
and embraced shahadat. According to the 
military’s media wing, the militants were 
involved in numerous terrorist activities 
against the security forces as well as in-
nocent civilians. “Sanitisation operations 
were being conducted to eliminate any 
other terrorists found in the area as se-
curity forces were determined to wipe 
out the menace of terrorism from the 
country and such sacrifices of our brave 
soldiers further strengthened our re-
solve,” said the ISPR.  Meanwhile, Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif appreciated the security 
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PTI demands access 
to Imran, raises 
health concerns

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) political committee issued 
an official statement on Sunday after a 
crucial meeting, calling for full access 
to party founder Imran Khan due to 
concerns over his health and safety. 
The committee highlighted that Im-
ran Khan’s well-being is a matter of 
grave concern, with growing public 
apprehensions. It called for immedi-
ate restoration of access for his family, 
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PTA extends 
VPN 

registration 
deadline

Pakistan 
Telecommunication 

Authority stops short of 
announcing new deadline

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The PTA has 
decided not to block Virtual 
Private Networks (VPNs) as 
the deadline for registration 
of all non-registered VPNs 
lapsed on Saturday mid-
night (Nov 30). The govern-
ment has decided to grant 
an extension in the regis-
tration of VPNs. However, 
a new date has not been 
announced for the VPN sus-
pension. The Ministry of In-
terior had announced to be-
gin the process of shutting 
down all unregistered VPNs 
by the middle of November, 
but later announced a two-
week “grace period” allow-
ing the unregistered VPNs 
to comply with mandatory 
registration requirements.

Joint military 
training of 

cadets starts 
The training will provide 

a comprehensive 
approach to military-led 

joint operations

DNA
Rawalpindi: Joint military 
training of Pak Army, Navy, 
Air Force, cadets has started 
in Pakistan Military Acade-
my Kakul from December 1 
where cadets of three armed 
forces will receive 5 months 
training.  During the training, 
the cadets will be briefed about 
various approaches for joint op-
erations. The training is aimed 
at creating leadership qualities 
for future requirements. In 
war like situation, coordination 
and cooperation between land, 
sea and air forces ensures vic-
tory. The PMA is the premier 
training institution of Pakistan 
Army that infuses compe-
tent and professional leader-
ship into the defense forces. 

PFOWA Charity Bazaar 2024

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar inaugurates the 
Pakistan Foreign Office Women Association (PFOWA) Annual Charity Bazaar 2024. 

(More pictures and news on BackPage). – DNA
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Mumtaz Ahmed Bhatti

Islamabad :The decision by the 
Secretary of the Punjab Forest De-
partment to transfer over 250 low-paid 

employees, including forest guards, 
foresters, and clerks, to remote areas 
has sparked significant concern and 
criticism. These employees, hailing 
from districts such as Murree, Gu-
jranwala, Hafizabad, Gujrat, Mandi 
Bahauddin, Sialkot, and Narowal, find 
themselves in a challenging situation 
due to a lack of essential facilities. 
The absence of transport allowanc-
es, daily allowances (TA/DA), or ac-
commodations compounds their dif-
ficulties, leading to justified calls for 
reevaluating such transfers.The Pun-
jab Forest Department, like many pub-
lic organizations, plays a critical role 
in conserving forests, maintaining bi-
odiversity, and implementing environ-
mental policies. Field employees such 
as forest guards and foresters are the 
backbone of such initiatives. They are 
tasked with duties that include forest 

surveillance, wildlife protection, and 
ensuring compliance with conserva-
tion laws. While the importance of 
their roles cannot be overstated, these 
employees often work under challeng-
ing conditions with limited resources.
The recent transfer orders for over 
250 low-paid employees to remote 
forest divisions are reportedly aimed 
at addressing staffing shortages in 
these regions. However, the manner 
in which these transfers have been 
implemented has drawn criticism.The 
absence of travel and daily allowances 
(TA/DA) places a significant financial 
burden on low-paid employees. Many 
of these workers have salaries barely 
sufficient to support their families un-
der normal circumstances.Low-paid 
workers cannot afford private rental 
accommodations in distant locations, 
leaving them vulnerable to instability. 

Secretary Forests urged to review 
transfer orders of low-paid employees

Many of these workers have salaries barely sufficient to support 
their families under normal circumstances.Low-paid workers cannot 

afford private rental accommodations in distant locations, leaving 
them vulnerable to instability

GCU campus 
to be opened in 
Chiniot: Qaiser

FAISALABAD: Speaker Punjab Assembly Malik Ahmad Khan is visiting library during certificate 
distribution ceremony in Jamia Salfia. —APP

The minister said that Pakistan was bestowed with huge resources. 
“There is immense potential in the country due to which Pakistan 
remained ahead of India for 40 years in national progress. Now a 
temporary break occurred in national development but this issue 

would be resolved very soon,” he added

dna

FAISALABAD: Federal Minister for 
Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh 
said that GC University campus will be 
inaugurated in Chiniot this month to 
provide quality education to people.
Addressing the 8th convocation of 
FAST University Chiniot-Faisalabad 
Campus on Sunday, he said that qual-
ity education was prerequisite for 
progress and prosperity. “Therefore, 
the government is concentrating on 
the provision of quality education to 
materialize the dream of national pro-
gress and prosperity,” he added.
He said that Pakistan was bestowed 
with huge resources. “There is im-
mense potential in the country due to 
which Pakistan remained ahead of In-
dia for 40 years in national progress. 
Now a temporary break occurred in 
national development but this issue 

would be resolved very soon,” he 
added. He said that national unity 
was imperative for development of 
the country. “We should end our per-
sonal vendetta and prefer to national 
interests”, he added. He said that Pa-
kistan was passing through a crucial 
stage as more than 100 million peo-
ple were living near or below the pov-
erty line. However, the government 
under dynamic leadership of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sherif will over-
come this issue by promoting quality 
education and providing this facility 
at doorsteps of the masses, he added.
Qaiser Sheikh said that China fo-
cused on education and made pro-
gress rapidly. “So we should also 
concentrate to equip our youths with 
quality education and latest trend of 
business. There is a lot of potential 
in our youths and pace of national 
development could gain momentum if 
our youths are provided skills and work 

facilities,” he added.
He also announced a cash prize of 
Rs.100,000  to each boys and girls who 
won gold medals in the 8th convocation 
of FAST University Chiniot-Faisalabad 
Campus.
Bashir Jan Muhammad, Chancellor 
Institute of Business Management/
Chairman Westbury Group of Compa-
nies (Dalda Foods), said that technical 
education was imperative for national 
development in addition to overcoming 
the issue of poverty and joblessness.
He advised the students to gain skills 
and adopt entrepreneurial mindset for 
becoming job providers instead of job 
seekers. Some 369 students were con-
ferred degrees while 7 students were 
decorated with gold medals in the con-
vocation. Rector Prof Dr Aftab Ahmad 
Maroof, Campus Director Prof Dr She-
hzad Sarfraz and a large number of fac-
ulty members and university students 
were also present.

Free insulin program for 
diabetic children launched

DNA

LAHORE :For the first 
time in Pakistan’s history, 
a project has been launched 
to provide free insulin to 
children suffering from di-
abetes.
On the directive of Chief 
Minister of Punjab Mar-
yam Nawaz Sharif, insulin 
will be delivered directly to 
the homes of type 1 diabet-
ic children. This initiative 
aims to ease the daily strug-
gles of parents and children 
who suffer from this life-
long condition.
Under the Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Insulin 
Program, registration for 

diabetic children has offi-
cially begun. This program 
provides a unique facility 
where parents can register 
their diabetic children from 
the comfort of their homes. 
To support the program, a 
special helpline (1033) has 
been set up for guidance 
and assistance.
Parents who wish to receive 
free insulin for their chil-
dren can contact National 
Non-Communicable Dis-
ease (NCD) clinics located 
at the tehsil or district level.
CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
stated, “Little children are 
like flowers; we will not let 
them wither.” As a mother, 
she expressed her heart-
felt understanding of the 

challenges posed by such 
conditions. She added, “As 
a mother, I can feel the 
pain and illness of children 
deeply. We will ensure that 
insulin is provided at their 
homes to save them from 
the hardship of traveling to 
hospitals.”
The CM emphasized that 
insulin is a lifelong require-
ment for diabetic children, 
and through this program, 
she aims to reduce the 
burden on parents. She 
assured that the provincial 
government would spare 
no effort in providing all 
necessary resources to en-
sure proper treatment and 
health care for children 
across Punjab.

Inept, unprofessional, untrained 
manpower spoiling BRT service

PESHAWAR :Inept, unpro-
fessional and untrained 
employees are spoiling the 
heavy cost operated Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) pro-
ject as commuters particu-
larly government employ-
ees have started looking 
for alternative vehicular 
transport.  The staffers par-
ticularly those deployed at 
bus stations of the service 
are not properly trained to 
treat the commuters in a 
professional manner. The 
security personnel of the 
Zu Security, a subsidiary of 
the Urban Mobility Author-
ity are very poorly trained 
regarding the use of the 
security equipment includ-
ing walk-through gates and 
frisk machines. The secu-
rity staff deployed at the 
entrances of the stations 
are most found involved in 
exchange of harsh words 
and arguments with com-
muters. The commuters 
are objecting their manual 
body search in presence of 
security equipment worth 
of millions of rupees that 
are install at the gates. Talk-
ing to this scribe, Aslam an 
employee of a public sector 
organization expressed his 
displeasure over the treat-
ment accorded to the com-
muters at BRT stations by 
the Zu Security personnel.  

He said that the security 
staff often check them man-
ually despite adherence 
to the standard security 
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) followed by 
the security personnel at 
all sensitive installations 
and facilities like airports, 
railway stations and hotels 
not only in Pakistan rather 
across the world.  When 
asked about filing a formal 
complaint against the se-
curity personnel with the 
management of the BRT, he 
said that he had even talked 
to the incharge of the Zu 
Security, he instead of taking 
action or slamming the ar-
rogant personnel supported 
them and told him to file a 
complaint against them on 
the CM’s Complaints’ Portal. 
He said that now being dis-
gruntled of the constant mis-
treatment at the hands Zu 
security staff he has repaired 
his abandoned motor cycles 
to use it for commuting to his 
office. Same is the case with 
hundreds of regular commut-
ers of the service and they 
are mulling over abandon-
ing the use of BRT service.  
When this scribe asked a Zu 
Security personnel about 
their professional training 
and particularly friendly 
treatment of the commut-
ers, he on condition of an-

onymity said that they are 
being told that no one should 
pass through without their 
manual body search, either 
the passerby is even their 
father.  This attitude of the 
BRT top management and 
security personnel is even 
the violation of their own 
adapted and advertised se-
curity code of conduct. The 
service is regularly demon-
strating it through playing a 
video, asking the commuters 
to take out metal-oriented 
articles from their pockets 
and then pass through the 
walk-through-in gates. But 
the security personnel are 
bent upon the humiliation 
of the commuters while the 
management has turned 
deaf ears to the public com-
plaints in this regard.  Fol-
lowing the operation of the 
BRT service, the commuters 
have no alternative vehicular 
transport as the provincial 
government has established 
the monopoly of the public 
sector transport service and 
has banned the issuance of 
route permits to any vehicle 
on the routes on which BRT 
is operated.  The provincial 
government has fixed high-
est fare for the BRT service 
than other provinces, par-
ticularly against the metro 
bus services of the Rawal-
pindi-Islamabad.—APP

Sindhi Cultural Day celebrates 
across northern Sindh

SUKKUR :The people of northern Sindh on Sunday celebrated Sindhi Culture Day including Sukkur, Khairpur, Shikar-
pur, Jaccobabad, Kashmore- Kandhkot, Ghotki, Noshehroferoze and other big and small towns with fervour and zeal. The 
colourful activities, including rallies, were organized by political parties, civil society and social organisations, which were 
attended by people in large numbers wearing Sindhi Topi and Ajrak to mark the Sindhi culture. The speakers stressed the 
need for brotherhood among all people in the country. Welcome camps were set up outside the Sukkur Press Club by dif-
ferent media houses, where caravans of political parties and civil society activists gathered. Sukkur city witnessed a hub 
of activities to mark Sindhi culture as people wearing Sindhi Ajrak and Sindhi Topi enjoyed Sindhi songs, which spread a 
message of love with Sindh. People from all walks of life, including elders, youths, and children gathered at Sukkur Press 
Club and participated in culture day, where local artists sang the songs of love with Sindhi culture. A large number of chil-
dren and men were wearing national dress, Shalwar-Kameez, besides Sindhi Topi and Ajrak and Patko. They were holding 
flags and banners and chanting different slogans. They danced to loud music and Sindhi songs. Moreover, the fishermen 
and Jogi community also celebrated the culture day with enthusiasm. In Khairpur, a big ceremony was held at Ambrella 
Chowk which was addressed, among others, by President Khairpur Traders Association Lala Abdul Ghaffar Shaikh and 
others, who highlighted the culture, history, and traditions of Sindh. The public and workers of political parties took out 
rallies, carrying party flags in their hands and wearing Sindhi Topi and Ajrak in Shikarpur. While a rally was taken out 
in the town which, after marching through different roads, ended at Ghotki press club. In Ghotki, several rallies were 
taken out to mark the day. The Shaheed Dodo Soomro Welfare Organization (SDSWO), Mahar, Memon-Bhaya and other 
communities took out separate rallies across the region. Talking to media participants stressed the needs of uniting all 
nationalist parties at one platform to carry on the mission. They said fighting individually was quite difficult and moving 
with a single goal and voice would lead to victory. A big rally was also held in Kashmore, Kandhkot to mark Sindhi Culture 
Day. The participants, in a long motorcade procession, were warmly received on the outskirts of Kashmore.—DNA

Margalla 
Hills Trail-5 

cleanup kicks 
off 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The 14th 
Pakistan Mountain Festi-
val, organized annually by 
Devcom-Pakistan to cele-
brate International Moun-
tain Day, commenced with a 
successful cleanup drive at 
Margalla Hills Trail-5 on Sun-
day. Over 100 enthusiastic 
students from various univer-
sities joined hands to raise 
awareness about the preser-
vation of mountain ecosys-
tems and the significance of 
natural resource conserva-
tion. International Mountain 
Day, observed globally on 
December 11, was estab-
lished by the United Nations 
to highlight the critical im-
portance of mountain eco-
systems in supporting life 
on Earth. Mountains cover 
22 percent of the planet’s 
land surface and provide vital 
resources, including fresh-
water for half of humanity. 
The day also serves to draw 
attention to the challenges 
facing mountain regions, in-
cluding climate change, hab-
itat loss, and the struggles 
of mountain communities. 
Addressing the participants, 
Devcom-Pakistan Executive 
Director and Founder of 
Pakistan Mountain Festival, 
Munir Ahmed emphasized 
the critical role of mountain 
ecosystems in sustaining 
biodiversity, regulating cli-
mate, and providing essential 
services like clean water and 
air purification. “Mountains 
are life-support systems for 
millions of people globally. 
Protecting these ecosystems 
is not just a local responsibil-
ity but a global imperative,” 
he said.

Interfaith dialogue to 
bring scholars from seven 
religions on one platform

Islamabad : Despite 
the general perception of 
religion as a source of di-
vision, it holds immense 
transformative potential to 
address global challenges 
and promote unity in a di-
vided world. In this regard, 
interfaith dialogue and co-
operation remain essential 
for countering polarization. 
By working toward common 
goals, religious communi-
ties can demonstrate the 
enduring relevance of faith 
in tackling issues of ine-
quality and conflict.
Aimed at fostering this 
understanding, Institute 
of Policy Studies (IPS) is 
collaborating with Alla-
ma Iqbal Open Universi-
ty (AIOU), University of 
Management & Technol-
ogy (UMT), Lahore, Gift 
University, Gujranwala, Is-

lamic Foundation, UK, and 
The Markfield Institute of 
Higher Education, UK, in 
holding an international 
seminar on ‘The Role of 
Religions in Fostering Peace, 
Harmony, and Justice’ on De-
cember 4, 2024.
The event will bring together 
prominent international and 
local speakers representing 
seven major faiths, i.e. Is-
lam, Hinduism, Christianity, 
Buddhism, Sikhism, Juda-
ism, and Baha’ism, alongside 
scholars, religious leaders, 
policymakers, and civil soci-
ety representatives.
The seminar is timely as the 
contemporary global land-
scape, marked by fast-paced 
changes in lifestyles, thought 
patterns, and decision-mak-
ing criteria, is witnessing a 
growing skepticism toward 
religiosity. Since the dawn 

of the industrial age and now 
entering the Fifth Industrial 
Revolution, the relevance 
of religion has been over-
shadowed by modernism, 
post-modernism, and the 
dominance of science and 
technology. In this envi-
ronment, religion is often 
viewed as unnecessary or 
divisive.
The seminar aims to offer 
actionable insights and rec-
ommendations for religious 
communities and policy-
makers to work collectively 
toward promoting dialogue, 
understanding, and peace-
building in local, national, 
and international contexts. 
The event also seeks to re-
frame the global narrative, 
asserting religion’s con-
structive role in addressing 
humanity’s most profound 
challenges. —APP

Seminar held 
to educate 

people about 
HIV AIDS 

NAWABSHAH :District Ad-
ministration, Health Depart-
ment Shaheed Benazirabad 
and CDC HIV AIDS Center 
organized an awareness sem-
inar on the occasion of World 
AIDS Day at the Darbar 
Hall of the DC Office. Dep-
uty Commissioner Shehryar 
Gul Memon participated 
in the seminar as the chief 
guest. Addressing the semi-
nar, Deputy Commissioner 
Shehryar Gul Memon, Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr Asa-
dullah Dahri, MSPMC Hospi-
tal Dr Yar Ali Jamali, District 
Focal Person for AIDS Dr 
Riaz Shah, Incharge AIDS 
Treatment Center Dr Ghu-
lam Qadir Rajput and others 
said that World AIDS Day is 
being celebrated today with 
the aim of making the public 
aware of the precautionary 
measures to prevent AIDS. 
He added that HIV AIDS is 
a curable disease which, can 
be prevented from causing 
further harm by getting regu-
lar treatment.They said that 
there are multiple reasons 
including repeated use of 
syringes, blood transfusion 
without screening, use of 
non sterilized machinery for 
operations and dental treat-
ment, while this disease does 
not spread by shaking hands 
or sitting together. Speakers 
said we have to play a joint 
role in creating awareness 
about the harms of HIV/
AIDS. Speakers said that in 
order to cleanse the society 
from this disease, awareness 
programs should be conduct-
ed in cities and especially in ru-
ral areas, to create awareness 
among the people. They said 
that the Sindh government 
is working on an emergency 
basis to eradicate HIV/AIDS 
and other diseases and treat 
patients by providing better 
treatment facilities to patients 
suffering from this disease. 
They quoted that saving the 
life of one human is saving 
the life of the entire human-
ity. On this occasion, Depu-
ty Commissioner Shehryar 
Gul Memon and others 
distributed certificates of 
appreciation and medals 
among the officers and 
employees who performed 
best.—APP

Pakistani food 
exporters 

extend 
Malaysian visit

 

DNA

LAHORE: Encouraged by 
the enthusiastic response 
from Malaysian buyers, a 
delegation of Pakistani food 
exporters has extended 
their two-week visit by an 
additional week to capital-
ize on the growing interest 
and finalize trade agree-
ments. According to a mes-
sage received on Sunday 
from Kuala Lumpur, Saif 
Ur Rehman, the delega-
tion leader, shared that the 
group has been successful-
ly showcasing Pakistan’s 
diverse and high-quality 
food products, particularly 
varieties of Nimko, which 
have garnered significant 
attention. “By the grace of 
Allah, Pakistani products 
meet international stand-
ards and are exceptional in 
taste,” he remarked.



PARC 
introduced 

high-yielding 
pulses seed 

ISLAMABAD :Chairman 
Pakistan Agriculture Re-
search Council (PARC) Dr 
Ghulam Muhammad Ali has 
said that the Variety Eval-
uation Committee of the 
Council during current year 
has approved 10 high yield-
ing pulses varieties to boost 
output of pulses in the coun-
try.  Talking to APP here on 
Sunday, he said that pulses 
play a crucial role in global 
food security and nutrition 
of the country, adding that 
Pakistan needs 1.56 million 
tons of pulses annually.  
“We have become self-suf-
ficient in mung production 
during 2021-22 which was 
0.263 million tons against 
the total requirement of 
0.180 million tons”, he said.  
These ten high-yielding 
pulse varieties are poised 
to revolutionize the pulse 
output, adding that now 
the country is focusing on 
increasing the production 
of other pulse crops, such 
as chickpea, lentil and mash 
bean.  Out of the recom-
mended 10 pulses varieties 
included 05 chickpeas and 
01 mung bean variety of 
NIAB, Faisalabad, 01 lentil 
and 01 mung bean variety of 
Pulses Research Program, 
NARC, Islamabad, he said 
adding that 01 mung bean 
variety by Pulses Research 
Institute, AARI, Faisalabad 
and a mung bean variety 
of NIFA, Peshawar.  This 
achievement is due to the 
consistent backup support 
by PSDP, Pulses Project 
“Promoting Research for 
Productivity Enhancement 
in Pulses” to its research 
components throughout 
the country, he added. 
The Chairman said that 
high-yielding, disease and 
climate-resilient varieties 
play an important role in 
improving pulse produc-
tivity.  However, he was of 
the view that as the pulses 
gene pool has widened, 
therefore, all pulses scien-
tists across the country are 
urged to focus on strength-
ening the pulses foundation 
seed production including 
BNS, Pre-basic and basic 
seed.  Moreover, there was 
a need for a strong nexus 
among researchers and 
extension workers so that 
more seed can be produced 
to shrink the gap between 
pulses production and re-
quirements in the country, 
he added.—APP

German Christmas Market 
2024 attracts huge audiences
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Embas-
sy of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in  Islamabad 
orchestrated a festive ex-
travaganza by hosting a 
annual Christmas Market 
at Islamabad Serena Ho-
tel. This enchanting event 
immersed attendees in 
the rich traditions of Ger-
man Christmas celebra-
tions, offering a delightful 
blend of culinary delights, 
shopping, and joyous 
merriment. The market 
showcased an array of au-
thentic German delicacies 
that tantalized the taste 
buds of visitors, including 
homemade cakes and cook-
ies meticulously crafted 
to capture the essence of 
German holiday traditions. 
Attendees were treated to 
a sensory journey, expe-
riencing the warmth and 
flavors synonymous with 
Christmas in Germany. 
The air was filled with the 
spirit of the season as vis-
itors strolled through the 
market, discovering unique 
treasures and handcraft-
ed gifts that reflected the 
artistry and craftsmanship 
of German culture. From 
charming ornaments to ex-
quisite trinkets, the shop-
ping experience transport-
ed attendees to a winter 
wonderland brimming with 
festive cheer. The ambiance 
was further heightened by 
the vibrant atmosphere, 
resonating with laughter 
and the joyful sounds of 
the season. Families and 
friends came together to 
partake in the festivities, 
creating cherished memo-
ries against the backdrop 
of the embassy’s beauti-
fully adorned Christmas 
Market. In organizing this 

event, the Embassy of the 
Federal Republic of Ger-
many aimed to share the 
magic of German Christ-
mas traditions with the 
local community, foster-
ing cultural exchange and 
promoting the universal 
spirit of joy and together-
ness during the holiday 

season. The Christmas 
Market served as a tes-
tament to the enduring 
bonds of friendship and 
goodwill between Germa-
ny and Pakistan, as both 
nations came together to 
celebrate the most won-
derful time of the year in 
true German style.

The German Ambassador 
to Pakistan, Alfred Gran-
nas, said on this occasion: 
“With this bazaar we want 
to welcome the merriest 
time of the year – espe-
cially for all those away 
from their homes. Christ-
mas is all about sharing 
our joy. This is why the 

proceeds from this event 
will be donated to families 
in need.” The German am-
bassador also visited vari-
ous stalls and showed keen 
interest in items displayed 
on the stalls. He interacted 
with the stalls owners as well 
and got first hand informa-
tion about their experiences. 

Earlier the German Defence 
Attache Christian Ziese 
spelled out salient features 
of the Christmas bazaar. He 
welcomed the audience. 
Last year, the German em-
bassy successfully hosted a 
bazaar at the same venue. 
The event garnered sig-
nificant attendance, with 

diplomats and the gen-
eral public alike partici-
pating in large numbers. 
Their presence reflected 
a shared commitment to 
supporting the German 
embassy’s commendable 
initiative, which aims to 
provide substantial assis-
tance to those in need 

Police honors bravery, 
sacrifices of officers 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Territory (ICT) Police or-
ganized a prestigious cer-
emony on Saturday to pay 
tribute to its brave, fearless, 
and dedicated officers.
A public relation officer 
told APP that the ceremony 
was held at the Police Lines 
Headquarters to recognize 
the police officers who 
demonstrated exceptional 
bravery and courage during 
recent law and order.
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP), Syed Ali Nasir 
Rizvi, was the chief guest, 
while DIG Syed Ali Raza, 
DIG Headquarters/Security 

Muhammad Jawad Tariq, all 
AIGs, SSPs, SPs, and police 
officers from all divisions 
were presents.
IGP Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, 
paid tribute to the officers 
who displayed unmatched 
bravery and made eternal 
sacrifices to uphold law and 
order in the federal capital.
 He said, “I am proud to 
lead this brave force, and I 
will always remember my 
time serving with Islamabad 
Police. Every officer in this 
force is chosen and appoint-
ed by Allah. By renewing 
your commitment to Allah, 
you have safeguarded the 
lives and property of the 
people and thwarted the 
miscreants in their nefarious 

plans.” He further empha-
sized, “My force has shown 
extraordinary bravery in 
serving and protecting the 
citizens, as well as maintain-
ing law and order in the city.
 All of my officers—wheth-
er executive or ministerial 
staff—were present at the 
forefront of every action. 
By working tirelessly, day 
and night, they ensured the 
peace and security of the 
city’s residents.
No citizen’s life or property 
was harmed. All law enforce-
ment officers worked togeth-
er as a family, successfully 
repelling the invasion of the 
federal capital by miscre-
ants.” IGP Islamabad reit-
erated, “Islamabad Police 

stands out among all police 
forces, setting examples of 
courage and bravery, and 
has become a beacon for 
others. You have made your 
families, your teachers, your 
commander, and the citizens 
of this city immensely proud. 
The people of Islamabad 
hold you in great regard.”
In his message to all forces, 
he reaffirmed, “Islamabad 
Police remains the leading 
force in ensuring law and 
order in the federal capital.”
IG Rizvi concluded by hon-
oring the memory of the 
63 martyrs and the valor 
of the ghazis, stating, “All 
officers of Islamabad Police 
have carried the depart-
ment’s legacy with pride.”
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CDA to install permanent 
decorative lights on major avenues
 ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided decided to install decorative lights permanently on 
major thoroughfares to enhance beauty of the federal capital. The decision was taken in a meeting chaired by the 
authority’s chairman Muhammad Ali Randhawa to review the Islamabad beautification plan. In the first phase, 
LED floodlights will be installed along Constitution Avenue. The Chairman CDA stated that the lights should be 
energy-efficient and cost-effective. He emphasized that effective and permanent measures should be taken 
for protection of lights. He instructed to prepare PC-I of the project and to present it for approval at the 
earliest. The Chairman CDA directed to carry out repair of all sign and direction boards installed in the 
city immediately under the Beautification. He instructed that a plan be presented to beautify the city’s 
key buildings. He directed that a team consisting of architects be formed to assist with the beautification 
plan. The meeting decided that all avenues in the city would be beautified in phases. During the briefing, 
it was informed that under the Beautification Plan, plants have been planted that will ensure the city 
remains adorned with beautiful f lowers throughout the year. The meeting was informed that the plan 
aims to balance the city’s natural beauty with modernity. It was also mentioned that symmetry will be 
ensured among the elements contributing to the beautification of the city. Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa also said that a plan to enhance the facilities at F-9 Park should be presented. He stated that 
Fatima Jinnah F-9 Park will be developed as a center for recreational activities. —DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
December

Dec 01/Romania
National Day

Dec 02/United Arab 
Emirates

National Day

Dec 02/Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05/Thailand
National Day

Dec 06/Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07/India
Armed Forces Flag Day

Dec 09/Tanzania
National Day

Dec 11/Oman
Armed Forces Day

Dec 12/Kenya
Independence Day

Dec12/Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16/Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16/Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18/Qatar
National Day

Dec 18/Niger
National Day

Dec 23/Philippines
Armed Forces Day

‘Desi Food Fever’ grips 
Punjab cities as winters 

approaches
ISLAMABAD: As the 
winter months contin-
ue, Desi breakfast shops 
across the country are 
expected to remain hubs 
of joy and tradition, serv-
ing up delicious, warm-
ing meals that bring fam-
ilies and friends together 
especially on weekends.  
A report aired by a Pri-
vate news channel, with 
the winter season sets in, 
breakfast shops across 
Punjab cities are cashing 
in on the Desi food craze. 
The shops are witnessing 

a surge in demand for tra-
ditional Pakistani break-
fast dishes such as Saag, 
halwa puri, nihari, and 
Siri Paye, keema para-
tha.  The owners of these 
shops are attributing 
the increased demand to 
the cold weather, which 
is making people crave 
warm and comforting 
food, the report added.   
“It is a winter tradition 
that we look forward to 
every year,” said a regu-
lar customer at a popu-
lar Desi breakfast shop 

in Rawalpindi. “There is 
nothing like a warm, de-
licious breakfast to bring 
the family together on a 
cold winter’s morning,” 
said a customer in La-
hore. “I love the smell 
of saag and halwa puri 
wafting through the air,” 
said Muhammad Ahmed, 
a student at Punjab Uni-
versity     Shopkeepers 
are also thrilled with the 
surge in demand for Desi 
breakfast dishes during 
the winter months. Win-
ter is our busiest season,” 

said the owner of a popu-
lar Desi breakfast shop in 
Lahore and added, “Peo-
ple come from all over 
to enjoy our traditional 
breakfast dishes, and 
we are happy to oblige.” 
“Our sales increase by at 
least 50% during the win-
ter months,” said another 
owner of a Desi breakfast 
shop in Multan. He said, 
“People just can not get 
enough of our saag, halwa 
puri, and siri paye.”  “I 
love the variety of Desi 
breakfast dishes available 
in Pakistan. From saag to 
halwa puri, there is some-
thing for everyone.” said 
a female.  “Desi breakfast 
shops are a staple of Paki-
stani culture. They bring 
people together and pro-
vide a sense of community 
and tradition,” said a busi-
nessman.—APP

Railways leases 
out 14,042 

acres of land 
through open 
competition

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan Railways has leased out approxi-
mately 14,042 acres of its land to private individuals and 
various government departments under an open competi-
tion policy to generate revenue.   An official from the Min-
istry of Railways told APP that the leasing process is being 
done according to the Pakistan Railway Property & Land 
Rules-2023,” which were approved by the Federal Cabi-
net.   Of the total leased land, around 10,747 acres have 
been allocated to private individuals through open compe-
tition for agricultural, commercial, and stacking purposes, 
while 3,295 acres have been leased to different government 
departments.   The department through this process gen-
erated revenue amounting to Rs. 3,323 million during the 
financial year 2022-23, the official added.   In response to 
a query, the official said Pakistan Railways has intensified 
efforts to reclaim approximately 13,972 acres of land, worth 
billions of rupees, which is currently under illegal occupa-
tion by private individuals and various government depart-
ments across the country.   The breakdown of illegally oc-
cupied land includes 5,809 acres in Punjab, 1,181 acres in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 5,948 acres in Sindh, and 1,034 acres 
in Balochistan.   Giving details of the land, the official said 
that around 769 acres were commercial in all the provinces, 
3,309 residential, 5,512 acres agricultural and 4382 were 
under encroachment of various persons or departments To 
address this issue, Pakistan Railways has decided to inten-
sify its anti-encroachment operations nationwide to recover 
its land from individuals, groups, and business organiza-
tions who have been using it for residential, commercial, or 
agricultural purposes for decades.   Joint procedural orders 
have been issued to all Divisional Superintendents of Paki-
stan Railways to reclaim encroached land,” the official said.   
He explained that anti-encroachment operations are being 
initiated across the railway network by the concerned divi-
sions. Notices are issued to encroachers under the Posses-
sion Ordinance of 1965, requiring them to vacate railway 
land or structures within 14 days.   The official added that 
Pakistan Railway Police, district administrations, and law 
enforcement agencies are being informed to provide neces-
sary assistance during these operations.

IRSA releases 
100,900 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD:Indus River System Authority (IRSA) on 
Sunday released 100,900 cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 46,400 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released by IRSA, water level in Riv-
er Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1493.17 feet and was 
95.17 feet higher than its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in the dam was record-
ed as 22,600 cusecs and 55,000 cusecs respective-
ly.  The water level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1156.10 feet, which was 106.10 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 4,900 cusecs and 27,000 
cusecs respectively.  The release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur was recorded as 
59,300, 45,400, 36,900 and 6,200 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River Kabul, a total of 12,200 
cusecs of water released at Nowshera and 2,500 
cusecs released from River Chenab at Marala.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: According 
to Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO)’s 
spokesman, System Main-
t enance /Deve lopment 
Work is in process. There-
fore power supply of below 
mentioned feeders/areas 
will be temporary suspend-
ed as per given schedule:
On 03rd December 2024, 
from 09:00 AM to 02:00 
PM, Islamabad Circle, Ath-
al, F-7/2, Sharifabad, Bur-
ma, Waheedabad, Khanna 
East, G-8/2, F-8/1, G-10/1, 
F.H.S, I-10/1, G-13/2, Sha-
hullah Ditta, T&T, Compa-
ny Bagh, Nimbal, Patriata, 
Upper Topa, Treat Feeders, 
Rawalpindi City Circle, 6th 
Road, T&T, B-Block, Dhok 
Khaba, Jami Masjid, Shakri-

yal, Nora Road, Muslim 
Town, APHS, Tamsamabad, 
Major Masood, Gulshana-
bad, Raja Bazar, Gwal-
mandi, Dhok Khaba, Amin 
Town, Mohammadi Chowk, 
Bani, Azizabad, Zeeshan 
Colony, Kamal Abad, 
Azharabad, Chakra, Rata 
Feeders, Rawalpindi Cantt 
Circle, Mall Road, Adamji 
Road, PAF, PWD-I, Meh-
boob Shaheed, National 
Park, Morgah, Askari-7, 
Khasala, Morat, Gurja.I, 
Chongi No. 22, Pariyal, 
New Chua, Fazal Ahmed 
Shaheed, New Rawat, Ka-
hota City.I, Kallar Syedan, 
Ghazan Khan, Sagari, 
DHA Homes, Redco, Gum-
ti, Bhal, Industrial, Jhata 
Hatial, Bisali, New Kliam, 
Kliam, Sukhu, Nishan Hy-
der Feeders, Attock Circle, 
Margalla, Nawaz Shaheed, 

Ghazi Kohli, Nisar Sha-
heed, Museum, New City 
Block-I, A Block, New City 
Arcade, New City N Block, 
G Block, Multi Orchard, 
Valley, Shahia, Rashid 
Minhas, AWC Housing, 
Munir Abad, Hasan Abdal, 
Hussainabad, Ahmedna-
gar, Hameed, Mansar, 
Kamra Rural, Nar Topa, 3 
Mela, Visa, Dardad, Nika 
Kalan, Mithial, Sajjad 
Shaheed, Fateh Jang City-
II, Pind Sultani, Khore, 
Galial, Ahmadal, Mahfouz 
Shaheed, Gul Muhammad, 
Chub Feeders, Jhelum 
Circle, F-5 Jeddah, Zubair 
Shaheed, F-3 Gul Afshan, 
Mandi Bhalwal, Fatehpur, 
Shamsabad, Akram Sha-
heed, F-2 Chipboard, Indus-
trial, F-10 Kala Base, PTC, 
COD Kala, Boren, Dina-3 
Rohtas, Chamala, Mudku-

las, Sohan, New Domily, 
Chotala, Khokhran, Kar-
oli, Bhai Khan, Chhapar 
Sharif, Kantrilla, Kangar 
Thati feeders, Chakwal 
Circle, Tharpal, Line Park, 
Megan, Miani, Islamia 
Chowk, Jund Awan, Lati-
fal, Khan Pur, Pannawal, 
Basharat, Rawal, Katas, 
Ahmedabad, Kachhari, 
Jalal Pur, Pipli, Kaloo, 
Thai, Dharmand Feeders, 
GSO Circle, from 09:00 
AM to 04:00 PM, Pakistan 
Cement Factory, DG Khan 
Cement Factory grid sta-
tions and surrounding are-
as will remain closed. IES-
CO management apologizes 
to its esteemed customers 
for the power outage. If the 
work is completed ahead of 
time, the power supply can 
be restored even before 
the scheduled time.

IESCO issues power  
suspension notice

Briefs
Chinese 

small 
hydropower 
tech helps 
alleviate 

poverty in 
Pakistan

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD :China-Paki-
stan Belt and Road Joint Lab-
oratory on Small Hydropow-
er Technology won the Best 
Poverty Reduction Practice 
Award at the 2024 Interna-
tional Seminar on Global Pov-
erty Reduction Partnerships 
recently held here. It was col-
laborative efforts to alleviate 
poverty in Pakistan” by Min-
istry of Water Resources of 
China and National Research 
Institute for Rural Electrifica-
tion of the Ministry of Water 
Resources of China, accord-
ing to a report carried by Chi-
na Economic Net (CEN) on 
Saturday. Though boasting 
an abundance of hydropower 
resources, Pakistan is still 
facing issues such as power 
shortage and unstable grids 
because of lack of advanced 
technology for resource de-
velopment and equipment 
manufacture.  Inaugurated 
in 2015, China-Pakistan Belt 
and Road Joint Laboratory on 
Small Hydropower Technolo-
gy has been easing local pow-
er shortage in Pakistan to 
improve people’s livelihood 
and drive rural economic 
development through joint 
research, technology demon-
stration, application promo-
tion and talent cultivation, 
achieving progress towards 
economic, social, and envi-
ronmental sustainability.  Up 
till now, the lab has provided 
assessment technologies 
for Pakistan’s hydropower 
resources, top-level design 
methods for regional power 
systems and development 
plans for hydropower resourc-
es in typical rivers of Punjab, 
completed the proposal for 
Pakistan’s small hydropower 
standard system and structur-
al framework, and developed 
intelligent small hydropower 
control equipment.  

Expert 
stresses need 
for heightened 

screening
ISLAMABAD: On World 
AIDS Day, a renowned expert 
Sunday stressed the need for 
public awareness and advo-
cacy to change societal atti-
tudes towards HIV/AIDS and 
emphasized the importance 
of heightened screening, par-
ticularly before marriages, to 
prevent the transmission of 
the disease.    In an interview 
with a private news channel, 
the expert said December 1 
is World AIDS Day, a day to 
raise awareness about HIV/
AIDS and honour the millions 
of people who have died from 
AIDS-related illnesses. The 
theme for this year’s World 
AIDS Day is “Take the rights 
path: My health, my right” 
emphasizing the importance 
of protecting human rights 
and addressing inequalities 
to end the AIDS epidemic. 
Dr AD Usmani, Head of 
AIDS Control in Quetta talk-
ing to a private news channel 
stressed the importance of 
promoting open discussions 
and inclusivity to ensure 
those affected receive nec-
essary support and care. 
By promoting pre-marital 
screening, individuals can 
make informed decisions 
about their health, reducing 
the risk of HIV transmission, 
he said, adding that address-
ing the stigma surrounding 
HIV/AIDS is also crucial, 
encouraging open discus-
sions.—APP

Afnan Ullah 
Khan slams 

PTI’s chaotic 
politics

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PML-N Sen-
ator Dr Afnan Ullah Khan 
Sunday stated that the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) was damaging the 
country’s reputation with 
false claims and prioritiz-
ing their agenda over the 
country’s well-being He 
suggested they should not 
compromise the country’s 
national interests over their 
personal gains. Dr. Afnan 
Ullah Khan, while speaking 
to a private news channel, 
accused the PTI of black-
mailing the state by politi-
cizing dead bodies, despite 
having no video evidence to 
support their claims. Afnan 
Ullah further criticized the 
PTI leadership for aban-
doning their supporters 
during a recent protest in 
Islamabad, adding that the 
PTI leadership, including 
Bushra Bibi and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur, 
were accused of retreating 
from the scene, leaving 
their supporters to face 
the consequences alone. 
Senator urged the PTI to 
shun its chaotic approach 
to politics and refrain from 
damaging Pakistan’s repu-
tation with false narratives 
and work towards the bet-
terment of the country.         
Pakistan’s economy is on 
the path to recovery, but 
the PTI’s nefarious agen-
da may jeopardize this pro-
gress, potentially leading 
to the country’s downfall, 
he added. Senator accused 
the PTI of promoting a 
culture of violence and in-
tolerance in the country. He 
further added that the PTI’s 
leadership is responsible for 
inciting violence and hatred 
among their supporters, 
which is damaging the coun-
try’s social fabric and demo-
cratic values.

 Dar  opens 
Charity Bazaar 

at Foreign 
Office

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Deputy 
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on Sunday 
inaugurated the Charity 
Bazaar organized by the 
Pakistan Foreign Office 
Women’s Association 
(PFOWA).  Cultural stalls 
from various foreign em-
bassies were displayed 
at the event held at the 
Foreign Office. The Ba-
zaar, aimed at supporting 
underprivileged commu-
nities, brought together 
diplomats and their fam-
ilies, showcasing the rich 
cultural heritage of dif-
ferent countries.

Timely completion of  
maternity-child hospital

Speaking during the briefing, Maryam Aurangzeb said that the project was started with public  
money but has been continuously stalled. She said that CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif has directed to  

complete and activate the project for the welfare of the people

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Senior Punjab 
Minister, Maryam Aurangzeb 
on Saturday visited the long-
stalled federal government 
project Zacha Bacha Hospital, 
Rawalpindi and reviewed the 
details regarding the hand-
ing over of the project to the 
Punjab government. According 
to the details, the minister in-
spected the constructed parts 
of the hospital and was briefed 
about the project.  

 A detailed briefing on the work 
done and the remaining pro-
ject was given to the minister.  
Speaking during the briefing, 
Maryam Aurangzeb said that 
the project was started with 
public money but has been con-
tinuously stalled. She said that 
CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif has 
directed to complete and acti-
vate the project for the welfare 
of the people.   She said that 
the process of transferring this 
project from the federation to 
the provincial government of 

Punjab was being reviewed and 
important decisions would be 
taken in this regard in a spe-
cial meeting to be chaired by 
the chief minister.  The minis-
ter further said that the chief 
minister does not want any 
accusations regarding this pro-
ject and she wants immediate 
implementation of this project 
for public welfare. 
 Maryam Aurangzeb said that 
the Punjab government would 
plan to increase the number of 
beds from 200 to 400. A formal 

timeline of the project will be 
drawn up and the project will 
be realistically completed after 
handing over to Punjab, she 
added.  Speaking on the occa-
sion, Member National Assem-
bly Hanif Abbasi said that the 
PML-N government started 
mega projects like Metro Bus 
Service and Rawalpindi Insti-
tute of Cardiology in Rawalpin-
di, and functionalised them in 
timely for public interest.  He 
said that cutting the ribbon and 
laying the foundation stone of 

the project is not a big deal, 
but the on-time completion of 
the project should be focused.   
Earlier during the briefing, it 
was informed that the project 
was started 20 years ago with 
a cost of 1.6 billion rupees and 
now its cost has reached 8 bil-
lion rupees, but the project has 
not been completed.  MNAs 
Tahira Aurangzeb, Malik Ibrar, 
VC Rawalpindi Medical Univer-
sity and Commissioner Amir 
Khattak were also present dur-
ing the briefing.

Tariq  sworn in as Chairman 
of Founder Group ICCI

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Tariq Sadiq, 
former President of the Is-
lamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI), 
was sworn in as the new 
Chairman of the Founder 
Group of ICCI. The oath 
was administered by the 
outgoing Chairman, Khalid 
Iqbal Malik. The ceremony 
was graced by Atif Ikram 
Shaikh, President of the 
Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI), 
who attended as the Chief 
Guest. He congratulated 
the newly elected Chair-
man, Tariq Sadiq, and ex-
pressed confidence that he 
would serve the business 
community with his ex-
ceptional abilities. Shaikh 
also lauded the outgoing 

Chairman, Khalid Iqbal Ma-
lik, for his relentless efforts 
in fostering unity within the 
business community. Atif 
Ikram Shaikh emphasized 
the FPCCI’s commitment 
to improving the business 
environment. He highlight-
ed the Federation’s achieve-
ments, including an initiative 
to launch a national airline. 
This venture, he noted, 
would not only enhance Paki-
stan’s connectivity and glob-
al image but also generate 
foreign exchange and create 
employment opportunities.
Newly elected Chairman 
Tariq Sadiq thanked the 
members of the Founder 
Group for entrusting him 
with this significant respon-
sibility. He assured them 
that he would work towards 
strengthening the Group and 
making major decisions in 
consultation with its mem-

bers. He also expressed his 
commitment to guiding ICCI 
in promoting the interests 
of the business communi-
ty more effectively. Tariq 
acknowledged the valuable 
services of the outgoing 
Chairman Khalid Iqbal Ma-
lik and stated that he would 
draw upon his experience 
to make the Group stronger 
and more dynamic.
Sadiq also addressed the cur-
rent economic and political 
challenges facing the coun-
try, emphasizing the impor-
tance of coordinated efforts 
to overcome these crises. 
He highlighted the need to 
address irrational power tar-
iffs, high bank markups, and 
bureaucratic bottlenecks at 
the Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA). Additionally, 
he proposed allying regional 
chambers to amplify the busi-
ness community’s voice and 

make it more impactful.
Nasir Mansoor Qureshi, 
President of ICCI, congratu-
lated Tariq Sadiq on assum-
ing the role of Chairman 
and commended the ser-
vices of former Chairman 
Khalid Iqbal Malik. He also 
shared the initiatives he had 
introduced to enhance the 
Chamber’s service delivery, 
including the digitalization 
of the membership process, 
aimed at benefiting the 
business community. He ex-
pressed his determination to 
further elevate the stature of 
ICCI with the support of his 
dynamic team. Khalid Iqbal 
Malik reflected on the suc-
cesses of the Founder Group 
during his tenure, thanking 
both senior and junior col-
leagues for their contribu-
tions, which led to the his-
toric victory of the Founder 
Group in the elections.

CG COMSTECH for 
knowledge-driven 

socioeconomic uplift
Faisal Sheikh

	

ISLAMABAD:  The 23rd 
Science Council of Asia 
Conference (23rd SCAC) 
held in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
from November 30 to 3 De-
cember, was organized by 
the Bangladesh Academy 
of Sciences and the Science 
Council of Asia, with support 
from the Ministry of Science 
& Technology, Bangladesh.  
The theme of the confer-
ence, “Fourth Industrial Rev-
olution and Future Society,” 
resonated deeply with the 
challenges and opportuni-
ties facing societies in this 
era of rapid technological 
advancement.  Coordinator 
General COMSTECH Prof. 
Dr M. Iqbal Choudhary em-
phasized knowledge-driven 
socioeconomic development 
at the Conference 2024 in 
Bangladesh Addressing the 
23rd Science Council of Asia 
Conference 2024, CG COM-
STECH and Vice President 
of the World Academy of 
Sciences (South and Central 
Asia), emphasized that in 
today’s world, socioeconom-
ic development is no longer 
reliant on natural resources 
but rather on knowledge 
and its applications.  Dur-
ing his speech, referencing 
a 2019 report by the McK-
insey Global Institute, Prof. 
Choudhary noted that 12 dis-
ruptive technologies are ex-
pected to generate over $33 
trillion in wealth by 2025.  
These include advancements 
in mobile internet, artificial 
intelligence, IoT, advanced 
robotics, genomics, nano-
technology, and regenerative 
medicine. However, he point-
ed out that much of this pro-
gress is concentrated in the 
Global North, while many 
developing nations continue 

to grapple with superstition 
and ignorance. He quoted 
Klaus Schwab, founder of 
the World Economic Forum, 
who stated, “We stand on the 
brink of a technological revo-
lution that will fundamentally 
alter the way we live, work, 
and relate to one another.”  
Prof. Choudhary emphasized 
that the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution is evolving at an 
exponential pace, disrupting 
industries and transforming 
systems of production, man-
agement, and governance 
globally. The theme of the 
conference directly aligned 
with this rapidly changing 
landscape, where technolog-
ical innovation is reshaping 
not just economies but entire 
societies. During his visit to 
Dhaka, Prof. Choudhary also 
held productive meetings 
with senior officials from 
Bangladesh’s Ministry of Sci-
ence & Technology and oth-
er key stakeholders. These 
discussions reaffirmed 
Bangladesh’s keen interest 
in fostering collaboration 
with COMSTECH and Paki-
stani institutions. Both sides 
expressed a shared commit-
ment to working together for 
the advancement of science, 
technology, and innovation, 
aiming to bring tangible ben-
efits to the people of both 
brotherly nations. To ensure 
that developing nations can 
benefit from these techno-
logical advancements, Prof. 
Choudhary called for biparti-
san political support for edu-
cation, science, and technol-
ogy.  He stressed the need 
for increased investment in 
education, research, and de-
velopment, as well as greater 
female participation in sci-
ence. He also highlighted the 
importance of protecting in-
tellectual property rights and 
fostering global collaboration 
in science.

Northern regions transformed 
into winter wonderland

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s northern regions have transformed into a breathtaking winter 
wonderland, mesmerizing tourists and locals alike where Naran and Kaghan, two popular 
tourist destinations, received heavy snowfall, turning them into a paradise for winter 
sports enthusiasts and nature lovers.      A report aired by a private news channel 
said that the snow-clad mountains, trees and roads presented a picturesque view, at-
tracting a large number of tourists from across the country.    The recent snowfall in 
the northern regions has transformed the area into a winter wonderland, with snow-
capped peaks, frozen lakes and picturesque valleys.       Popular destinations like 
Naran, Kaghan, Hunza and Skardu are now more alluring than ever, offering a range 
of activities such as skiing, snowboarding, trekking and ice skating.        The tempera-
tures in the region dropped significantly, with some areas experiencing temperatures 
as low. “It is a dream come true to see Naran and Kaghan covered in snow,” said a 
tourist. “The scenery is breathtaking, and we are having an amazing time here,” he 
added. Another tourist commented, “We have never seen snowfall before, so this is a 
thrilling experience for us. The roads are slippery, but the scenery is totally worth it.” The 
local administration and tour operators will also take necessary precautions to ensure the 
safety of tourists, including clearing roads and providing emergency services. “Naran and 
Kaghan are truly heaven on earth, the snowfall has made them even more beautiful,”  said 
a tourist from abroad. “The snowfall has brought a new life to the region. I am planning to 
visit Naran and Kaghan soon with my family.”  said another citizen.—APP

Shaza pledges 
to revamp 

Internet 
infrastructure

ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for IT and Telecoms 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja Sun-
day pledged to revamp the 
country’s internet infra-
structure, vowing to restore 
optimal internet speeds and 
bolster the telecom sector’s 
infrastructure.   “My min-
istry is leaving no stone un-
turned to ensure seamless 
continuity in the industry. 
The recent surge in cyber 
attacks has put us on high 
alert and we are taking swift 
and decisive action to ad-
dress these challenges and 
fortify our digital defenses,” 
she said in an Interview 
with a private news channel. 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja also 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment for protecting 
IT and Telecom industry, 
citing it as a top priority. To 
achieve this goal, the govern-
ment is upgrading existing 
systems and focusing on key 
areas, including enhancing 
tower intensity, broadening 
broadband internet access 
and tackling pressing cyber-
security concerns to provide 
better coverage, boost eco-
nomic growth and ensure a 
secure online environment 
for citizens, she added. Re-
sponding to a query, the min-
ister said that the Ministry 
of Interior will instruct the 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) to probe 
and resolve issues faced 
by citizens when sending 
videos while ensuring over-
all 100% internet speed 
remains unaffected.  The 
minister revealed that in 
the event of any issues, the 
Interior Minister reaches 
out to the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority 
(PTA) for assistance.—APP

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels Aziz Boolani, Ambassador of Ethiopia Jemal Bekar, Ambassador of Tajikistan 
and clothes attending the PFOWA Annual Charity Bazaar.(More Pictures and news on Back Page).—DNA



Monday, December 02, 2024

Brandishing
‘tip of the spear’

In a world of 
tariff threats

A S the first Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine, USS Minnesota, de-
ployed to Guam, arrived on Tuesday local time, the US Navy issued a press 
release referring to Guam’s nuclear attack submarines as “the tip of the 

spear.” The statement claimed that this deployment is part of the US Navy’s stra-
tegic laydown plan for naval forces in the Indo-Pacific region, emphasizing that 
the security environment in the region requires that the US Navy station the 
most capable units forward. The release also mentioned promoting “a peaceful 
and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.” While the US military continually stabs at 
the peace and stability of the region with its “tip of the spear,” it simultaneously 
talks about promoting Indo-Pacific peace and prosperity. This double standard 
is truly ironic. This is not the first time US nuclear submarines have been de-
ployed to Guam, but it does mark a clear military buildup. In terms of numbers, 
before November 2021, only two attack nuclear submarines had been deployed 
to Guam. With the arrival of Minnesota, the total number reaches five. In terms 
of capability, the previous submarines stationed at Guam were Los Angeles-class 
attack nuclear submarines, while this deployment upgrades to the fourth-gener-
ation Virginia-class. The other four nuclear submarines in Guam will also be re-
placed by Virginia-class submarines once they retire. Some media have claimed 
that these deployments bring the “tip of the spear” significantly closer to China, 
reducing the distance by thousands of kilometers. Deployment of the Minnesota 
further confirms that the US plans to turn Guam into a “weapon” piercing region-
al peace and stability. In recent years, the US Department of Defense has put 
over $1 billion annually to enhance Guam’s military readiness, with some saying 
that the US aims to turn it into a so-called “unsinkable aircraft carrier” on the 
“second island chain.” What’s even more noteworthy is that this military buildup 
carries a strong sense of targeting a hypothetical enemy and preparing for actual 
combat, making it one of the direct triggers for escalating regional tensions. In 
recent years, the US has been vigorously promoting its so-called “Indo-Pacific 
Strategy” in the Asia-Pacific region. By strengthening the “Five Eyes Alliance,” ad-
vancing the “Quad mechanism,” assembling various exclusionary “small cliques,” 
and frequently conducting military exercises aimed at China, the US attempts 
to fragment the Asia-Pacific into several mutually defensive blocs. In April, the 
US Congress passed a $95 billion supplemental military aid and expenditure bill, 
with $8.1 billion earmarked for countering China in the Asia-Pacific. It can be 
said that the US has gone to great lengths in pursuing its “Indo-Pacific Strate-
gy.” The deployment of Minnesota exposes the hypocrisy of the US’ so-called 
“managing differences with China” narrative. It demonstrates that Washington’s 
true intention is to compel China to fully accept its coercion and suppression 
without any response, thereby reducing the risks and costs of its provocative 
actions. At the same time, the US aims to bolster its military deployments to 
convince its allies that following US’ provocations and containment of China 
poses no risks, thereby accelerating the process of NATO’s Asia-Pacificization. 

W ITH Donald Trump elected again as US president, China is con-
cerned about the self-professed “Tariff Man” and his threats to kill 
off Chinese imports with big increases in tariffs, which are to be 

imposed on his first day back in the Oval Office next January. Over the past 
five years, China’s trade landscape has been marked by the burgeoning of its 
electric vehicles, lithium-ion batteries and photovoltaic products – dubbed the 
“new trio” – all technology-intensive exports leading the global energy tran-
sition. In response, the Biden administration and its Western allies complain 
about China’s “industrial overcapacity” and attribute the competitiveness of the 
“new trio” to government subsidies. The United States and Canada are working 
to close their doors to Chinese EVs and the European Union recently levied 
additional tariffs of up to 35 per cent. Amid continuing negotiations, the EU 
has proposed that Chinese EV makers commit to a minimum export price, or 
price undertaking, in exchange for the EU dropping the countervailing duties. 
This is reminiscent of the 1980s US-Japan trade war, when the US demanded 
that the Japanese car industry commit to voluntary export restraints – which 
the World Trade Organization prohibits. Rather than a subsidy-induced overca-
pacity, the success of Chinese EVs is, at its core, due to science and technolog-
ical advancements. Having learned lessons from the US, China has chosen the 
challenging path of independent innovation over convenient short cuts such 
as tech imports and forced technology transfers. For companies like Huawei 
Technologies that bore the brunt of the US tech war, that determination has 
hardened. China’s success is also thanks to its entrepreneurship. Over a decade 
ago, the West initiated a ruthless battle against Chinese solar panel imports, 
levying anti-dumping and anti-subsidy duties. It turned out to be counterpro-
ductive, forcing Chinese enterprises to intensify innovation and rise from the 
ashes, while killing the West’s ailing solar panel industry. China’s renewable 
energy sector is dominated by spirited private companies such as Trina Solar, 
an innovative solar panel manufacturer, Contemporary Amperex Technology 
(CATL), which makes lithium-ion batteries for EVs, and BYD, a global leader 
in EVs, hybrid cars and car batteries. Their products help the global decarbon-
isation movement. When advances in science and technology lead to greater 
productivity, it produces overcapacity in any market, even if only temporarily. 
For example, America’s rapid technological development in the 1920s led to a 
market oversupply, depressing goods prices and driving many farmers and en-
terprises into bankruptcy. In the last several years, China’s EV market has also 
seen fierce competition as a result of rapid innovation, cutting the number of 
manufacturers from over 400 to around 40, with the number expected to shrink 
further. The lesson of America’s Great Depression is that president Franklin D. 
Roosevelt chose to intervene robustly in the market with his New Deal, a set 
of plans that boosted infrastructure investment, employment and consumption, 
succeeded in driving up domestic demand and led to an economic recovery.
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Trump’s comeback and 
Saudi Arabia’s Yemen strategy

Role of youth in Pakistani politics

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Ayesha Arshad 

T HE Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s recent 
shift towards a more restrained approach 
to the Houthi rebels in Yemen.  The for-

mer U.S. President Donald Trump’s return to 
the political stage holds significant implications 
for regional security and U.S.-Saudi relations. 
This development matters as it could potential-
ly affect the Kingdom’s security posture against 
Iranian influence in the region, while U.S. sup-
port may prove pivotal in shaping the outcomes 
of this conflict. This essay explores the strate-
gic rationale behind Saudi Arabia’s moderated 
stance, the potential ramifications for regional 
stability and the influence Trump’s return to the 
political stage might exert on Saudi policies.
Historically, Saudi Arabia has taken a firm 
stance against the Houthis, viewing them as an 
extension of Iranian influence in Yemen and 
a direct threat to its security. The Kingdom 
has engaged in years of military action to curb 
Houthi advances and prevent a consolidation 
of Iran-backed groups along its borders. How-
ever, recent diplomatic developments signal a 
shift in Saudi strategy. Instead of seeking to 
militarily defeat the Houthis, Riyadh has opt-
ed for a muted, more cautious approach that 
focuses on maintaining a controlled stabili-
ty along its southern border. This reflects a 
broader trend in Saudi foreign policy, prioritiz-
ing short-term stability over an all-out conflict 
that could result in severe economic and polit-
ical costs. This strategy is reminiscent of Isra-
el’s policy toward Hamas in Gaza, which has 
often involved managing conflict levels rather 
than pursuing complete military victory. While 
this approach might create a temporary quiet, 
it leaves unresolved tensions and risks a future 
escalation. The decision to de-escalate also ap-
pears to be influenced by the broader Saudi 
vision of economic reform and diversification 
under Vision 2030, which depends on a stable 

regional environment. Engaging in prolonged 
military confrontations with the Houthis could 
compromise these economic goals, especially 
as Saudi Arabia aims to attract foreign invest-
ments and reduce its dependency on oil reve-
nue. While Saudi Arabia’s softened approach 
may allow for short-term stability, it could 
also inadvertently embolden Iranian influence 
in the region. Iran’s support for the Houthis 
has allowed it to maintain a foothold on the 
Arabian Peninsula, enabling the projection of 
power and influence close to Saudi borders. 
A less confrontational Saudi approach might 
be perceived by Tehran as a weakness, poten-
tially encouraging further Iranian support for 
its allies and proxies throughout the Middle 
East. Moreover, the Kingdom’s de-escalation 
could undermine its deterrence capabilities, 
which were largely predicated on its ability to 
respond assertively to threats along its bor-
ders. This softer stance may also complicate 
U.S.-Saudi relations. The United States has 
traditionally supported Saudi Arabia’s efforts 
to counter Iranian influence, recognizing the 
Kingdom as a critical ally in maintaining the 
balance of power in the Middle East. However, 
the dynamics of this partnership could be in-
fluenced by changes in U.S. leadership. Presi-
dent Trump, who had previously strengthened 
ties with Saudi Arabia, returns to the political 
arena with a reputation for favoring assertive 
foreign policies and could potentially push for a 
return to a more forceful Saudi posture against 
the Houthis and Iran. The re-entry of Donald 
Trump into U.S. politics may introduce a shift 
in the American approach to Middle Eastern 
affairs, particularly in relation to Saudi Arabia 
and Iran. Trump’s administration had empha-
sized “maximum pressure” on Iran, leading to 
increased sanctions and a more confrontational 
stance against Iranian allies across the region. 

Under Trump’s potential return to the White 
House, there could be renewed U.S. support 
for a stronger Saudi stance against the Hou-
this. This approach would signal to Iran and 
other regional actors that the United States 
remains committed to countering Iranian in-
fluence, bolstering Saudi Arabia’s position. 
Trump’s potential influence on U.S.-Saudi re-
lations could also manifest through increased 
support for Saudi defense initiatives. During 
his previous term, Trump facilitated signif-
icant arms sales to Saudi Arabia, reinforcing 
the Kingdom’s defense capabilities. A renewed 
alignment of U.S. strategic goals with Saudi in-
terests could shift the current balance of pow-
er, encouraging Saudi Arabia to adopt a more 
assertive stance towards the Houthis, while 
also containing Iranian influence. This could 
lead to a resurgence of military engagements 
in Yemen, altering the regional power dynam-
ics in favor of U.S.-aligned actors.
Given the complex interplay between Saudi Ara-
bia’s cautious diplomacy and the potential for 
heightened U.S. support under Trump, the King-
dom faces a critical juncture. Maintaining a posture 
of cautious diplomacy may stabilize the immediate 
situation but is unlikely to resolve the underlying 
threats posed by Iranian influence. The Kingdom 
must reassess its approach, balancing its immedi-
ate need for stability with the longer-term goal of 
countering Iranian expansionism. For Saudi Ara-
bia, a robust stance against Iran and its proxies 
in Yemen is crucial for ensuring its security and 
maintaining its role as a regional leader. This ap-
proach, however, requires external support to be 
sustainable, particularly in terms of intelligence, 
military aid and political backing from the United 
States. Trump’s potential influence could provide 
the Kingdom with a renewed opportunity to realign 
its strategy with a broader U.S.-led regional policy, 
countering Iranian influence more effectively.

T HE active participation of youth in the political 
landscape of Pakistan holds profound implications 
for the nation’s democratic development and so-

cio-economic progress. As a country with over 63% of 
its population under the age of 30, Pakistan possesses 
a unique demographic advantage that, if effectively har-
nessed, can drive transformative changes. The youthful 
energy, innovation, and perspectives embedded within 
this demographic make them a critical asset for national 
growth. However, realizing this potential requires over-
coming systemic barriers and creating an environment 
conducive to meaningful youth engagement in politics.
The youth have historically played a significant role in 
shaping Pakistan’s political narrative. During the Pakistan 
Movement, young individuals were instrumental in the 
struggle for independence, participating actively in rallies, 
protests, and campaigns. Their enthusiasm and commit-
ment were pivotal in galvanizing public support for the 
cause. This pattern of active involvement has persisted in 
subsequent decades. For instance, the 1968 student up-
rising against the Ayub Khan regime marked a defining 
moment in Pakistan’s political history. Students organized 
large-scale protests that contributed significantly to the 
eventual resignation of Ayub Khan. Similarly, youth partic-
ipation in the 2014 Azadi March, led by Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) under Imran Khan’s leadership, highlighted 
their enduring influence. These examples underscore the 
critical role young people have played in challenging op-
pressive regimes, advocating for reforms, and pushing for 
greater accountability in governance.
Despite their historical significance, the youth in Pakistan 
face numerous obstacles that hinder their full participation 
in the political process. These challenges are multifaceted, 
encompassing structural, economic, and cultural dimen-
sions. The lack of youth representation in decision-making 
bodies is a glaring issue. Political parties often prioritize 
senior leaders, sidelining the voices of younger members. 
This exclusion perpetuates a cycle where the concerns and 
aspirations of youth remain unaddressed in policymaking. 
Widespread unemployment and underemployment among 
the youth exacerbate their political disillusionment. Eco-
nomic insecurity limits their ability to actively engage in 
political activities, attend rallies, or dedicate time to polit-
ical advocacy. Traditional cultural values often discourage 
youth from actively participating in politics. The percep-
tion of politics as a corrupt and untrustworthy arena fur-
ther dissuades young individuals from pursuing political 

careers. Family pressures and societal expectations also 
act as deterrents. Many young Pakistanis view the political 
system as corrupt, ineffective, and disconnected from their 
realities. This perception breeds cynicism and apathy, fur-
ther diminishing their motivation to participate. Outdated 
power structures and an incomplete democratic frame-
work limit opportunities for youth to engage meaningfully 
in politics. The lack of institutional support for youth-led 
initiatives and the absence of mentorship programs with-
in political parties further compound this problem.
Opportunities for Youth Engagement in Politics
While challenges persist, numerous opportunities exist 
to enhance youth engagement in Pakistani politics. The 
digital revolution has opened new avenues for political 
participation, providing platforms for young people to 
voice their opinions, mobilize support, and influence 
public discourse. Social media has emerged as a pow-
erful tool for political engagement. Platforms like Twit-
ter, Facebook, and Instagram allow young individuals to 
discuss political issues, organize online campaigns, and 
shape public opinion. Movements like PashtunTahafuz-
Movement and JusticeForZainab have demonstrated the 
impact of youth-led online activism in raising awareness 
and driving change. Several organizations and initiatives 
are actively working to promote civic engagement and 
political activity among young Pakistanis. These organi-
zations provide training, capacity-building opportunities, 
and networking platforms to empower youth as active 
citizens and leaders. Comprehensive civic education pro-
grams can play a crucial role in equipping young people 
with the knowledge and skills needed for effective polit-
ical participation. By fostering a deeper understanding 
of democratic processes and rights, such programs can 
cultivate a generation of informed and engaged citizens. 
Introducing youth quotas in political parties and legisla-
tive bodies can ensure better representation and visibil-
ity. Such reforms can help dismantle the barriers that 
prevent young people from entering the political sphere. 
The participation of youth in recent political movements 
highlights their potential to drive change. A prominent 
example is their involvement in Imran Khan’s “final call” 
protest on November 24, where students and young sup-
porters played a central role in mobilizing support for 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). Khan’s direct appeal 
to students to stand up for their rights exemplifies the 
growing recognition of youth as a key demographic in 
shaping political outcomes.These movements not only 

amplify the voices of young people but also underscore 
their ability to influence the democratic process. The 
energetic participation of youth in such protests reflects 
their commitment to addressing systemic issues and ad-
vocating for a more equitable political framework.
To utilize the potential of Pakistani youth, it is imperative 
to create an environment that encourages and facilitates 
their involvement in politics. This requires a multi-pronged 
approach involving government, civil society, and political 
parties. Educational institutions should integrate civic ed-
ucation into their curricula to promote political awareness 
and active citizenship among students. Providing platforms 
for youth to interact with policymakers, participate in de-
bates, and contribute to policy discussions can foster a 
sense of ownership and responsibility. Economic reforms 
aimed at reducing unemployment and poverty among the 
youth can enhance their capacity to engage in politics. 
Scholarships, internships, and mentorship programs can 
further support their development. Political parties should 
adopt inclusive policies that prioritize youth representa-
tion. Establishing youth wings within parties and encour-
aging young candidates to contest elections can bridge the 
generational gap in politics. Harnessing the power of digi-
tal platforms can enhance youth participation by providing 
accessible and inclusive spaces for political discourse.
The participation of youth in Pakistani politics is not mere-
ly a matter of representation; it is a prerequisite for the na-
tion’s democratic progress and development. By address-
ing the structural, economic, and cultural barriers that 
hinder their involvement, Pakistan can unlock the trans-
formative potential of its younger generation. The role of 
youth in historical and contemporary political movements 
demonstrates their capacity to drive change and shape the 
nation’s future. However, realizing this potential requires 
concerted efforts to create an inclusive and participatory 
political framework. Collaborative efforts among govern-
ment, civil society, and political organizations are essential 
in this regard. As Pakistan navigates the complexities of 
the 21st century, the energy, creativity, and ideals of its 
youth will be instrumental in building a brighter and more 
prosperous future. By empowering young people to active-
ly participate in politics, Pakistan can not only strengthen 
its democratic institutions but also ensure sustainable de-
velopment and social cohesion. Indeed, as the saying goes, 
“The youth are the future of the nation.” It is time to har-
ness their potential for the greater good of society.

– BS English University of Sahiwal
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The Kingdom has engaged 
in years of military action to 
curb Houthi advances and 
prevent a consolidation of 

Iran-backed groups along its 
borders. However, recent 
diplomatic developments 

signal a shift in Saudi 
strategy. Instead of seeking 

to militarily defeat the 
Houthis, Riyadh has opted 

for a muted, more cautious...

The participation of youth 
in Pakistani politics is 
not merely a matter of 
representation; it is a 

prerequisite for the nation’s 
democratic progress and 

development. By addressing 
the structural, economic, 
and cultural barriers that 
hinder their involvement, 
Pakistan can unlock the 

transformative potential of 
its younger generation. The 

role of youth in historical 
and contemporary political 
movements demonstrates 
their capacity to drive...
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CHRISTCHURCH: Harry Brook’s 171-run knock, cou-
pled with Brydon Carse’s 10-wicket haul propelled Eng-
land to a convincing eight-wicket victory over New Zea-
land in the first Test of the three-match series here at 
Hagley Oval on Sunday. Set to chase a modest 104, 
the touring side comfortably knocked the winning 
runs for the loss of just two wickets, thanks to a quick-
fire half-century by debutant Jacob Bethell.
The left-handed batter smashed nine boundaries includ-
ing a six on his way to an unbeaten 50 off 37 deliveries. 
He was supported by brisk cameos from Ben Duckett 
(27) and Joe Root (23 not out) as England amassed the 
total in just 12.4 overs. Earlier, New Zealand, fresh 
from their historic clean sweep victory over India, were 
booked on a modest total of 254 runs in their second 
innings despite gutsy half-centuries from Kane William-
son and Daryl Mitchell. The home side resumed their 
second innings from 155/6 through Mitchell and Nathan 
Smith, unbeaten on 31 and one respectively.

The duo could add 25 runs to their overnight sev-
enth-wicket partnership as Carse trapped Smith lbw in 

just the eighth over of the final day. Smith scored 21 off 
44 deliveries with the help of two fours. New Zealand 
then lost two more wickets – Matt Henry (one) and Tim 
Southee (12) – in quick succession and consequently 
slipped to 209/9, leading by a mere 58 runs.
Mitchell, however, displayed remarkable grit as he knit-
ted a one-sided 45-run partnership for the last wicket 
with William O’Rourke to push New Zealand’s lead past 
the 100-run barrier. Brydon Carse broke the frustrating 
10th-wicket stand as he got Mitchell caught at long-off to 
return brilliant match figures of 10/106. For his brilliant 
bowling performance, Carse was adjudged the player of 
the match. Besides him, Chris Woakes picked up three 
wickets in the second innings, while Gus Atkinson chipped 
in with one. Mitchell remained the top-scorer for New Zea-
land with a fighting 84 off 167 balls, studded with 12 fours 
and a six. The eight-wicket victory gave England a 1-0 lead 
in the three-match, with the second Test scheduled to be 
played in Wellington from December 6 to 10. – Agencies

England beat New Zealand in first Test
Carse was adjudged the player of the match

Briefs
‘ Trained 

miscreants, 
illegal 

Afghans...
From Page 01

KP. Alarmingly, the PTI’s 
protest included violent and 
trained miscreant elements 
including many illegal Afghan 
nationals who spearheaded 
the riots and violent activi-
ties throughout the march,” 
it was alleged in the minis-
try’s statement. The mis-
creants, it added, employed 
as the violent vanguard, 
comprised of about 1,500 
hardcore fighters working 
directly under absconder 
and proclaimed offender 
Murad Saeed — the senior 
PTI leader and former min-
ister. “This vanguard group, 
using militant tactics vio-
lently attacked the LEAs and 
breached the blocks with the 
help of government machin-
ery paving the way for the 
second wave of vehicles and 
protestors to cross. It must 
be noted that LEAs person-
nel, despite sustaining griev-
ous injuries, exhibited a high 
degree of restraint against 
these violent protesters led 
by trained miscreants,” it 
further said. During this, the 
ministry said, a vehicle also 
ran over Rangers personnel 
performing duty at a check 
post in Islamabad, resulting 
in shahadat (martyrdom) of 
three Rangers soldiers and 
critical injuries to five others.

Murad 
Saeed 

hiding in...
From Page 01

neither was it deployed 
to prevent the violence,” 
the spokesman said. The 
spokesman clarified that 
armed guards with the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
leadership and armed mis-
creants among protesters 
opened indiscriminate fire. 
“The military troops were 
deployed to ensure the secu-
rity of key installations,” the 
ministry stated. As per the 
Interior Ministry spokesper-
son, PTI leadership instead 
of tackling the situation, 
opted to escape from the 
scene.  “The PTI has initiat-
ed an organized propaganda 
on social media. A despic-
able effort being made to 
hold the law enforcement 
agencies responsible for 
alleged deaths in pro-
test,” the ministry stated.

Two soldiers 
martyred...

From Page 01
forces for conducting two 
successful operations 
against “Fitna-al-Khawar-
ij” in KP. In their separate 
messages, they praised the 
bravery of security forces 
for killing eight terrorists. 
They also paid rich tribute 
to Captain Zohaib and Se-
poy Iftikhar who embraced 
martyrdom in the oper-
ations against militants. 
President Zardari said the 
sacrifices of martyrs for the 
security of motherland will 
not go waste. He reiterated 
his commitment to contin-
ue the actions against the 
menace of terrorism till its 
complete elimination. PM 
Shehbaz said terrorists and 
anti-state elements will not 
succeed in their nefarious 
designs of spreading cha-
os in the country. He said 
the nation will not forget 
the sacrifices of martyrs.

Kurram 
death toll...

From Page 01
tribes have been removed 
from the fronts with police 
and armed forces being 
deployed there. Separate-
ly District administration 
official Wajid Hussain told 
mediathat 133 people had 
been killed in the attacks 
in the last week and a half. 
“The district administration 
and other relevant authori-
ties have initiated efforts to 
stop fighting between the 
two communities but there 
is no breakthrough yet,” he 
said. Efforts are being made 
to stop the clashes between 
Muqbal Kunj Alizai in Kur-
ram District on November 
21 in the Ucht Mandori area 
of Lower Kurram. Armed 
clashes started in the district 
last week when a convoy of 
passenger vehicles came un-
der attack in Lower Kurram, 
killing more than 40 people. 
Several people were serious-
ly injured, after which a se-
ries of clashes started in the 
areas of Alizai Bagan, Balsh 
Khel Khar, Piwar Teri Man-
gal and Muqbal Kunj Alizai.

Pakistan get resounding
4-1 victory over Malaysia
The win places Pakistan in a strong position in the tournament standings, 
reinforcing their status as one of the leading contenders for the coveted title

Junior Hockey Asia Cup

Sports Desk

Muscat: In a nail-biting match at the 
Men’s Junior Asia Cup 2024, Pakistan 
emerged victorious over Malaysia in a 
thrilling face-off that kept fans on the edge 
of their seats. The game, held in OMAN, 
showcased the best of junior hockey talent 
from both nations. From the very start, 
both teams displayed exceptional skills, 
with Pakistan taking an aggressive ap-

proach while Malaysia relied on their struc-
tured gameplay. The match saw an intense 
exchange of attacks and counterattacks, 
with the crowd roaring at every move. Pa-
kistan’s Sufyan Khan scored in the third, 
35th and 58th minutes. Their other scorer 
was Abdul Qayyum (51st minute). 
Malaysia’s solitary goal was scored by 
Adam Ashraf Johari in the 23rd minute. 
Pakistan’s coach expressed immense 
pride in the team, stating, “This win is 
a testament to the hard work and ded-

ication of our players. We are focused 
on maintaining this momentum as we 
progress in the tournament.”
The win places Pakistan in a strong position 
in the tournament standings, reinforcing 
their status as one of the leading contend-
ers for the coveted title. Despite the loss, 
Malaysia qualified for the semi-finals as run-
ners-up in their group with two wins, one 
draw and one loss. Malaysia will play defend-
ing champions India for a place in the final. 
Pakistan will meet Japan in the last four.

This is Pakistan’s fourth consecutive victory in 
the tournament, following their opening 7-2 tri-
umph over China, a 6-0 routing of Bangladesh, 
and a resounding 7-0 victory over Oman.
Pakistan’s squad for the Junior Asia Cup
Goalkeepers: Ali Raza, Faizan Janjua
Players: Sufiyan Khan, Aqeel Ahmed, Bi-
lal Aslam, Nadeem Khan, Mohammad 
Zain, Wasim, Sami, Zakariya Hayat, Mo-
hammad Imad, Hanan Shahid (Captain), 
Mughira, Rana Waleed, Hamza Fayaz, 
Basharat, Qayyum Dogar, and Saifullah.

Tayyab, bowlers give Pak 
victory over Zimbabwe

Abrar and Sufiyan take three wickets each
Sports Desk

BULAWAYO: Tayyab Tahir’s unbeaten 39-run knock, followed by a combined bowling 
effort, steered Pakistan to a commanding 57-run victory over Zimbabwe in the first T20I 
of the three-match series here at Queens Sports Club on Sunday. Chasing a daunting 
total, Zimbabwe’s batting unit unfolded on a meagre 108 in the 15.3 overs despite brisk 
knocks by skipper Sikandar Raza and opener Tadiwanashe Marumani. The home side 
had a shaky start to the pursuit as they lost two wickets inside three overs with just 18 
runs on the board. But, a quickfire knock by Marumani had kept Zimbabwe on track until 
his agonizing dismissal in the ninth over. He scored 33 off just 20 balls, laced with four 
fours and a six. His dismissal opened the floodgates as the home side slipped from 77/2 
to 108 all out despite a gutsy 39-run knock by Raza during the collapse. For Pakistan, 
Abrar Ahmed and Sufiyan Muqeem claimed three wickets each, followed by Haris Rauf with 
two, while Jahandad Khan chipped in with one scalp. Opting to bat first, Pakistan got off to 
an unwanted start to their innings as they lost young opener Omair Bin Yousuf, who showed 
signs of command before falling victim to Richard Ngarava in the third over after scoring 16 
off 13 deliveries with the help of two boundaries including a six. Walking out to bat at number 
three, Usman Khan took the reins of Pakistan’s batting expedition with a defiant knock. 

100 people 
arrested 

for growing 
poppy...
From Page 01

Badakhshan province along 
with their files so that a 
legal trial could be held 
against them.” In 2022, the 
Taliban government, on the 
orders of its Supreme Lead-
er Hibatullah Akhundzada, 
banned opium poppy pro-
duction across Afghanistan, 
which at the time was the 
world’s top-producing coun-
try. The ban caused a shift 
in the centre of poppy culti-
vation in Afghanistan, from 
the southern strongholds 
of the Taliban authorities 
to northeastern provinc-
es, including Badakhshan. 
In May, clashes between 
farmers and brigades sent 
to destroy their poppy 
fields resulted in several 
deaths in the province.

CM rejects 
Centre’s 

claims of...
From Page 01

He further detailed that the 
provincial government will 
disburse an additional Rs1 
billion to the CTD. Special 
cells have been prepared 
for the department to keep 
the arrested suspects, he 
added. The KP CM went on 
to say that his administra-
tion was also purchasing 20 
bulletproof vehicles besides 
announcing to hand over 
funds to the CTD person-
nel for 300 kits and drones. 
He added that the quota for 
martyred officials has been 
increased from 5% to 12%, 
as well as, awarding plots 
to the heirs of the martyrs. 
Gandapur also highlighted 
that the performance of 
the province’s prosecution 
has also improved during 
his tenure and more peo-
ple would be inducted into 
the prosecution’s team 
next week. The federal 
government was creating 
“confusions” among the KP 
people, said the chief min-
ister said, adding that the 
Centre has not disbursed 
a single penny to the prov-
ince for counterterrorism.

PTI 
demands 

access to...
From Page 01

legal team, and party offi-
cials to ensure transparen-
cy and accountability. The 
statement urged the federal 
and Punjab governments, 
as well as jail authorities, 
to provide clear and regular 
updates on Imran Khan’s 
health. The committee also 
appealed to the judiciary 
to safeguard Imran Khan’s 
fundamental rights and en-
sure robust security meas-
ures. The committee issued 
a stern warning, holding 
the Prime Minister, Punjab 
Chief Minister, and state 
institutions fully account-
able for any lapse compro-
mising the safety of the 
PTI founder Imran Khan.

Dar thanks 
diplomats...

From Page 01
full support for PFOWA 
bazaar. Dar emphasised on 
the importance of cultural 
diplomacy for bilateral ties 
among states saying charity 
bazaar was a part of diplo-
macy. He added that the 
charity bazaar was pivotal 
to bring various cultures 
closer. Ishaq Dar stated that 
every culture had a distinct 
identity therefore a charity 
bazaar would provide an 
opportunity to showcase 
various cultures to peo-
ple. Cultural stalls from 
various foreign embassies 
were displayed at the event 
held at the Foreign Office.

FBR fails to 
attain tax...

From Page 01
overall 343 billion rupees 
shortfall in tax collection, 
sources said. The taxation au-
thority has collected Rs 852 
billion during November 2024 
against the monthly target 
of Rs1,003 billion, leaving a 
gap of Rs151 billion. Sources 
said that the tax collection 
shortfall of last four months 
was Rs 192 billion. The FBR 
has collected Rs4,292 billion 
during first five months of 
2024-25 against the assigned 
target of Rs 4,639 billion set 
for July-November of the cur-
rent fiscal year, reflecting a 
shortfall of Rs344 billion. The 
taxation authority has collect-
ed Rs851 billion in November 
2024 against Rs736 billion 
collection in November 2023, 
an increase of Rs 115 billion.

Champions Trophy

ICC mulls 'partnership 
formula' to end deadlock
Green, Blue Shirts will play all their ICC matches, supposed to 

be played in each other's countries, in Dubai, say sources

Web Desk

Dubai: The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has started mulling 
over the "partnership formula" in a bid 
to end the deadlock over the hosting 
of the 2025 ICC Champions Trophy. 
As per the new formula, India will 
play all their ICC matches, supposed 
to be played in Pakistan, in Dubai and 
Pakistan will also play their matches, 
scheduled to be played in India, in Du-
bai, the sources said. The formula will 
be applicable for the next three years 
from the Champions Trophy 2025, 
they said, adding that it was expected 
to put the issue of CT’s scheduling 
and venue to rest. So, the sources 
said, India and Pakistan would not be 
playing any tournament in each oth-
er’s countries during this period.
It has been proposed to add this for-
mula in the host agreement of both 
the teams, they said. The tournament, 
scheduled to take place in Pakistan 
next year, has become a bone of con-

tention between Pakistan and India, 
with the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) refusing to send its 
team to Pakistan, citing security con-
cerns despite assurances. 
An online meeting convened by 
the ICC on November 29 aimed at 
resolving the issue lasted just 15 
minutes without concrete results. 
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
has categorically rejected the hybrid 
model proposed during the virtual 
meeting, under which all of India’s 
matches would be played outside 
Pakistan. The sources had told Geo 
News that the Indian cricket govern-
ing body had sought more time after 
Pakistan's firm stance.
Meanwhile, the ICC has reportedly 
advised the BCCI to accept the for-
mula, which would protect the board 
from legal proceedings from Pakistan.
"The cricket governing body is trying 
its best to resolve the matter without 
voting, which could take place if the 
PCB, ICC and BCCI do not reach a 
consensus," an informer said.

According to the sources, there were 
fair chances of the matter’s resolution 
before reaching the phase of voting in 
a couple of days.
“It is quite possible that the need for 
a board meeting does not arise, if the 
three parties reach an agreement over 
a formula. The other board members 
would likely be informed of the formu-
la afterwards. The formula’s name will 
not be hybrid though,” they said.
This should be noted that Pakistan has 
already dismissed the offer of extra 
money, stressing the need to resolve 
the issue with respect and equality.
A day ago, PCB Chairman Mohsin 
Naqvi had expressed optimism that 
a "long-term" formula, which would 
be beneficial for both the countries 
and cricket, would be chalked out 
that will apply to all future events of 
the ICC. "We will not allow one-sid-
ed decisions [...] decisions should 
be made based on equality," Naqvi, 
who is also the interior minister, 
had said while speaking to journal-
ists in Dubai on Saturday.

Lahore Qalandars edge 
past Hampshire Hawks 
GUYANA: Lahore Qalandars edge past Hampshire Hawks 
in a thrilling encounter to register their first victory in 
the ongoing inaugural edition of Global Super League 
(GSL) here at Providence Stadium on Saturday. Lahore 
Qalandars opted to bat first after winning the toss but 
the decision backfired as they lost two early wickets with 
only six runs on the board. Adam Rossington (30) and Mo-
hammad Faizan (19) then knitted a cautious 31-run stand 
from 28 balls to help their team recover before Benny 
Howell castled the former. Tom Abell scored a scratchy 
21 off 27 before Luke Wells and Muhammad Akhlaq’s 
sixth-wicket partnership of 44 runs took Lahore Qalan-
dars to the respectable total of 135-5 in 20 overs.
Wells scored an unbeaten 35 off 24 with one bound-
ary and two sixes while Akhlaq struck 23 off 12 with 
three sixes. In response, Hampshire Hawks managaed 
to score 131-8, courtesy of a discplines bowling per-
formance by Lahore Qalandars. Opening batter Tom 
Prest top-scored with 30 off 22, while Benny Howell 
and James Fuller played quick cameos of 25 and 26* 
but could not take their team across the line. They 
needed 21 runs in the last over bowled by Lahore Qa-
landars’ captain Carlos Brathwaite and Fuller struck 
two sixes to take his team close to the victory. How-
ever, they needed five runs off the final ball but Fuller 
could only manage a single, losing the match by a close 
four-run margin. Tabraiz Shamsi took three wickets 
for Qalandars, while Brathwaite, Wells and Asif Afri-
di bagged one wicket each. For the unversed, apart 
from Lahore Qalandars and Hampshire Hawks, the 
inaugural season of GSL features Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) team Guyana Amazon Warriors, Rang-
pur Riders of Bangladesh and Victoria from Australia. 
Currently, Victoria are placed at the top having defeat-
ed Guyana Amazon Warriors in their solitary match. 
Meanwhile, Rangpur Riders after losing to Hampshire 
Hawks in the Super Over are lying at the bottom.

Kane out 
‘for time 

being’ with 
hamstring 

strain
London: Harry Kane 
will be out “for the time 
being” according to Bay-
ern Munich after the 
striker suffered a minor 
hamstring strain in the 
club’s draw with Borussia 
Dortmund on Saturday.
The England captain was 
substituted after 33 min-
utes with his side trailing, 
although Jamal Musiala res-
cued a late point for Bayern.
On Sunday the club said 
a scan had confirmed a 
“minor muscle strain” to 
Kane’s right hamstring.
Kane, 31, has enjoyed an-
other strong start to the 
season, scoring 20 goals 
in 19 games in all compe-
titions. Bayern have five 
more games before a break 
over Christmas, with Tues-
day’s DFB-Pokal match 
with Bayer Leverkusen 
followed by league games 
against Heidenheim, 
Mainz and RB Leipzig 
and a Champions League 
meeting with Shakhtar 
Donetsk. – Agencies

Djokovic eager 
to beat Sinner, 
Carlos Alcaraz 
‘I feel I can still play at the 

highest level,’ says Djokovic
London: Novak Djokovic is ready to challenge Jannik 
Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz at the Grand Slam stage when 
he returns to action at the Australian Open after an under-
whelming campaign this year, the 24-times champion said. 
After winning three of the four Grand Slams last year, the 
37-year-old has endured a dry spell in 2024, failing to win 
any majors for the first time since his injury-plagued 2017 
campaign. World No. 1 Sinner dethroned Djokovic at Mel-
bourne Park en route to his maiden Grand Slam win and 
the 23-year-old Italian also beat the Serb in the Shanghai 
Masters final in October. Reigning U.S. Open champion 
Sinner added the ATP Finals title to his tally, while Djok-
ovic pulled out from the season-ending event with injury.
Djokovic withdrew from the French Open quarter-finals due 
to a knee injury, while 14-times champion Rafa Nadal lost to 
Alexander Zverev in the first round, allowing Alcaraz to dom-
inate Roland Garros. The 21-year-old Spaniard Alcaraz also 
retained his Wimbledon title. However, Djokovic clinched 
his maiden Olympic gold in Paris, defeating Alcaraz three 
weeks after their Wimbledon final— proving his resilience. 
“I feel I can still play at the highest level. Sinner and Alcaraz 
have established themselves as the two best players in the 
world, not to forget (Alexander) Zverev,” Djokovic said in an 
interview with Gazzettadello Sport on Saturday. “All of them 
will be the main candidates to win the Slams and other titles. 
However, physically and mentally I am ready to play my ten-
nis again and I have the feeling that I can challenge these 
guys, my experience can come in handy.” – Agencies
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 ISLAMABAD :Uzbekistan, nes-
tled in the heart of Central Asia, 
stands as a beacon of Islamic her-
itage, showcasing a rich history 
which spans centuries. With its 
ancient cities, grand mosques and 
enduring cultural traditions, the 
country remains an indispensable 
destination for the Islamic world. 
Recently, its ties with Pakistan 
have reached new heights, em-
phasizing shared history, faith and 
growing bilateral cooperation. 
The inauguration of a direct flight 
between Tashkent and Lahore 
stands as a testament to the flour-
ishing relationship between the 
two nations.Pakistan’s cuisine Uz-
bekistan: A historic gem of Islam-
ic heritage, a growing partner for 
Pakistan This initiative is expect-
ed to not only boost trade and eco-
nomic ties but also foster greater 
people-to-people connections, 
enabling both nations to explore 
their rich historical and religious 

heritage together. Uzbekistan is 
home to some of the world’s most 
iconic Islamic landmarks. Cities 
such as Samarkand, Bukhara 
and Khiva are treasure troves of 
Islamic architecture, culture and 
scholarship. The jewel of Central 
Asia known as the “Crossroads of 
Cultures,” Samarkand is a UNES-
CO world heritage site. The city’s 

Registan Square, flanked by three 
majestic madrasas, stands as a 
testament to the golden age of Is-
lamic learning and it is also home 
to the Gur-e-Amir Mausoleum, 
the resting place of the great con-
queror Amir Timur (Tamerlane), 
and the Bibi-Khanym Mosque, a 
masterpiece of Timurid architec-
ture. Uzbekistan: A historic gem 

of Islamic heritage, a growing 
partner for Pakistan A spiritual 
epicente Bukhara, a city over 
2,000 years old, has been a center 
of Islamic spirituality and learn-
ing. The Kalon Mosque and Mina-
ret, the Ark Fortress, and the Ly-
ab-i Hauz complex are must-visit 
sites. Bukhara’s role as a hub for 
Islamic scholars, including Imam 
Bukhari, has cemented its place 
in the annals of Islamic history. A 
living museum, the ancient walled 
city of Itchan Kala in Khiva pre-
serves the essence of medieval Is-
lamic life. Its labyrinth of mosques, 
madrasas, and caravanserais trans-
ports visitors back in time. For 
Muslims worldwide Uzbekistan 
offers a unique spiritual journey. 
The Imam Bukhari Complex, near 
Samarkand, draws scholars and 
pilgrims to honor the legacy of the 
compiler of Sahih al-Bukhari, one 
of the most authentic collections of 
Hadith in Islam. Other significant 

sites include the tomb of Imam Ter-
mezi and the memorial of Sheikh 
Naqshband in Bukhara. In recent 
years, Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
have fostered a robust partnership, 
rooted in shared faith, cultural 
heritage, and mutual economic 
interests.Pakistan’s cuisine Pa-
kistanis hold Uzbekistan’s Is-
lamic heritage in high regard, 
with scholars and historians of-
ten highlighting the historical 
connections between the two 
regions. Uzbek leaders have 
also acknowledged the role 
of Pakistani scholars in pre-
serving Islamic traditions. 
Uzbekistan: A historic gem 
of Islamic heritage, a grow-
ing partner for Pakistan The 
two nations are enhancing 
trade and connectivity, par-
ticularly through initiatives 
like the Trans-Afghan Railway 
Project, which aims to link Uz-
bekistan with Pakistani ports. 

Uzbekistan: A historic gem of Islamic 
heritage, a growing partner for Pakistan

Briefs
Russia backs 

Assad with 
airstrikes

AMMAN:The Syrian army 
reported that dozens of its 
soldiers were killed dur-
ing a significant offensive 
by Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham 
(HTS) rebels, who captured 
parts of Aleppo. This marks 
the most severe challenge 
to President Bashar Al-As-
sad’s rule in years. In re-
sponse, Russia’s Defence 
Ministry stated that its air 
force had conducted strikes 
against the rebels to sup-
port Syrian government 
forces. This attack is consid-
ered one of the most daring 
by rebels in recent years, 
as front lines have largely 
remained static since 2020. 
HTS, formerly known as the 
Nusra Front, is classified as 
a terrorist organisation by 
several countries, including 
the United States, Russia, 
and Turkey. Assad, a close 
ally of Moscow, has faced a 
prolonged civil war that has 
claimed hundreds of thou-
sands of lives and displaced 
millions since its inception 
in 2011. Despite major 
fighting subsiding in recent 
years, the conflict remains 
unresolved. Aleppo had 
been under government 
control since 2016, follow-
ing a pivotal victory when 
Russian-backed Syrian forc-
es recaptured rebel-held 
areas of the city. Rebel 
fighters have now seized 
significant parts of Aleppo, 
including its airport, ac-
cording to their statements 
and military sources. Foot-
age showed rebel forces 
celebrating in key locations, 
including Saadallah Al-Jabiri 
Square and Aleppo’s histor-
ic citadel.—APP

Cyclone 
Fengal causes 
devastation 

across S  India, 
Sri Lanka

COLOMBO: Cyclone Fen-
gal killed at least 19 people 
in India and Sri Lanka and 
caused flooding in Tamil 
Nadu state and the Pudu-
cherry region after crossing 
India’s southern coast from 
the Bay of Bengal. Pudu-
cherry had been hit by the 
heaviest 24-hour rainfall in 
30 years, India’s weather 
office said on social media. 
The cyclone left parts of 
the southern city of Chen-
nai inundated. Flights from 
the city were temporarily 
suspended on Saturday, 
but had resumed as of ear-
ly Sunday morning, India’s 
airport authority said. Vis-
uals on local media showed 
gusty winds and heavy rain-
fall with roads submerged 
and boats being used to 
rescue people. The Indian 
army was running relief 
operations in Puducherry 
for people in the eye of the 
storm, while rainfall eased 
in Chennai. In Sri Lanka, 
16 people were killed, with 
heavy rains affecting a to-
tal of 138,944 families, the 
latest data from the Disas-
ter Management Centre in 
Colombo showed. Cyclone 
Fengal, which originated 
from the Bay of Bengal, 
made landfall in Tamil Nadu 
and the Puducherry region, 
bringing intense rainfall, 
strong winds, and signifi-
cant flooding. This marks 
the latest severe weather 
event to impact southern 
India, as authorities con-
tinue to prepare for the 
storm’s aftermath._APP

Dynamic 
lighting 

brings new 
life to Burj 
Khalifa’s 

visual identity
DUBAI : Emaar Properties 
has announced the com-
pletion of a revolutionary 
facade lighting upgrade 
for Burj Khalifa, the tallest 
building in the world.  This 
dynamic Red, Green, Blue, 
White (RGBW) lighting 
system, integrating cut-
ting-edge technology with 
the building’s architectural 
artistry, will debut during 
the UAE’s Eid Al Etihad cel-
ebrations on Sunday (De-
cember 1, 2024), and set the 
stage for the 15th anniversa-
ry of the world’s tallest build-
ing on January 4, 2025, said a 
press release received here. 
The upgrade transforms the 
iconic facade into a stunning 
visual spectacle, offering a 
wide spectrum of vibrant col-
ours and effects, enhancing 
the guest experience while 
reinforcing Dubai’s status as 
a global leader in innovation 
and design excellence.—APP

Pakistani 
agricultural 
by-products 
showcased 

at China  fair
GUANGZHOU: Pakistani 
Agricultural By-Products 
were showcased at the 
21st China International 
Agricultural Trade Fair 
(CATF) held here. The fair 
took place at China Import 
and Export Fair Complex 
(Canton Fair Complex) in 
the recent week.  Pakistani 
agricultural by-products 
emerged as a highlight of 
the event, capturing the at-
tention of visitors and buy-
ers alike.  Pakistani prod-
ucts ranging from biscuits 
and pastries to Himalayan 
pink salt, dried mangoes, 
and almond oil are mak-
ing a strong impression at 
the fair. “We are thrilled 
to see the enthusiastic re-
sponse to these Pakistani 
agricultural by-products,” 
said Cindy Chen, Director 
of the Pakistani market 
service platform “Zhitong 
Batie” for the China region, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Sunday. “Our platform has 
always been committed to 
showcasing the best of Pa-
kistani products to a global 
audience, and this year’s 
trade fair has been no ex-
ception.   Chen highlight-
ed the unique advantages 
of Pakistani agricultural 
products, adding their au-
thenticity, freshness and 
Pakistan’s efforts to pro-
mote and develop the agri-
cultural sector. Pakistan’s 
merchandise exports for 
the fiscal year 2023-2024 
have reached $30.64 bil-
lion, representing a 10.54 
percent increase over the 
previous year, according 
to figures released by the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics.  Notably, agricultural 
exports showed remarka-
ble performance, reaching 
a record high of $8 billion, 
up 37 percent year-on-year.  
Radio Pakistan reported 
that the country’s agricul-
tural sector is on track to 
achieve an export target 
of $10 billion for this fiscal 
year.  —Agencies

UNHCR warns 
of spike in 

gender-based 
violence for 

women & girls 
forced to flee

 UNITED NATIONS: More 
than 60 million women and 
girls worldwide who are 
forcibly displaced or state-
less face high risks of gen-
der-based violence (GBV), 
but funding for lifesaving 
services to support them 
is woefully lacking, the UN 
refugee agency , UNHCR, 
said on the other day. UN 
data reveals that reports 
of conflict-related sexual 
violence increased shock-
ingly by 50 per cent last 
year compared to 2023, and 
women and girls accounted 
for 95 per cent of verified 
cases. These numbers, 
however, “represent a small 
fraction of the reality” as 
many cases go unreport-
ed, the agency warned. “In 
many remote locations, hu-
manitarian access is cut off 
or resources and assistance 
are scarce. Access to justice 
also remains limited, and 
survivors fear retaliation 
and social marginalization,” 
UNHCR spokesperson Sha-
bia Mantoo told journalists 
in Geneva..—APP

 

Pet cat ‘claws’ 
owner to death 

in Russia
MOSCOW: In a surprising 
incident, a 55-year-old man in 
Russia died in his home after 
his pet cat fatally clawed him.  
According to foreign media, 
Dmitry Ukhin went out to 
search the streets for his 
runaway ginger pet cat who 
was missing from home for 
two days. Luckily but unfor-
tunately for him, Ukhin was 
able to track down his cat on 
November 22 and brought it 
back home.  The ginger fe-
line named Stypoka tried to 
run away again and scratched 
his leg after he tried to stop 
him from escaping again. His 
wound started to bleed furi-
ously and he couldn’t stop the 
bleeding due to a medical con-
dition that keeps the body 
from forming blood clots. 
Ukhin had reportedly called 
his neighbour for help — as 
he was home alone at the 
time — who in turn contacted 
emergency responders but 
the scratches were so severe 
that Ukhin had died before 
the paramedics arrived at 
his home. “Around 11pm, 
a man called 112 to report 
that his friend was bleeding 
from his leg due to a torn 
vein,” a police source told 
local media.—Agencies 

Hashmi unveils collection of 
Pak’s photographs at Beijing

He highlighted how these images narrate stories of mutual respect and understanding while  
underscoring the historical ties between the two nations, dating back to the Gandhara civilization

DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to China, Khalil Hashmi, and Dr. 
Li Ruohong, founder of the World 
Peace Foundation—an official 
partner of UNESCO—jointly un-
veiled a captivating collection of 
photographs showcasing Paki-
stan’s natural beauty and cultur-
al heritage at the Peace Garden 
Museum. The photographs, con-
tributed by the Embassy of Pa-
kistan in Beijing, were captured 
by Chinese tour operators who 
explored Pakistan during the 
Year of China-Pakistan Tourism 
Exchanges in 2023.  This collec-
tion has now become a perma-
nent feature of the museum’s 
display, Gwadar Pro reported 
on Sunday. In his remarks, Am-
bassador Hashmi emphasized 
that the photographs reflect the 
profound connections fostered 
through travel, culture, and 
shared experiences.  He high-
lighted how these images nar-
rate stories of mutual respect 
and understanding while under-
scoring the historical ties between 
the two nations, dating back to the 
Gandhara civilization. “This display 
serves as a powerful symbol of the 
enduring people-to-people bonds 
that form the cornerstone of the 
Pakistan-China relationship,” he 

remarked. Ambassador Hashmi 
also lauded Dr. Li Ruohong for his 
dedication to strengthening bilat-

eral ties and expressed gratitude 
for making the permanent display 
of these photographs possible at 

the Peace Garden Museum.  He 
noted that the exhibit offers a 
unique opportunity for visitors to 

appreciate Pakistan’s beauty and the 
shared legacy of friendship between the 
two countries.

07

Israeli attacks kill  
nearly 100 Palestinians 

Gaza: Israeli air strikes on Gaza have killed nearly 100 Palestinians during the past 24 hours, with 75 of those deaths 
occurring in air raids on two homes in Beit Lahiya, in northern Gaza. These attacks come as the humanitarian crisis in 
the region deepens, with hunger levels reaching catastrophic proportions, according to the Gaza Government Media Of-
fice. The death toll from Israel’s ongoing assault on Gaza since October 7, 2023, has risen to at least 44,363 Palestinians, 
with over 105,000 others wounded. Meanwhile, the humanitarian response in Gaza remains severely hampered by Israeli 
blockades, shortages of medical supplies, and the displacement of thousands. Among the dead was Ahmed al-Kahlout, 
head of the ICU at Kamal Adwan Hospital in Beit Lahiya, who was killed by an Israeli drone strike. Medical facilities in 
northern Gaza are struggling to function due to ongoing violence and limited resources. Despite these dire conditions, 
Gaza’s suffering is compounded by issues in securing aid. Many Muslim-led organisations providing humanitarian relief to 
Palestinians have faced significant obstacles, including the closure of bank accounts and suspension of services by finan-
cial platforms, due to increased scrutiny over their work. Amany Killawi, co-founder of the crowdfunding platform Launch-
Good, noted that such challenges are often a result of media pressure linked to the Israel-Palestine conflict, rather than 
any legal violations. Meanwhile, Hezbollah’s leader, Naim Qassem, declared a “divine victory” for the group in its ongoing 
war with Israel, calling the recent truce a major achievement. Despite claims of a ceasefire, tensions remain high along 
the Lebanon-Israel border, with Israeli forces conducting airstrikes in southern Lebanon, targeting Hezbollah positions. 
The Lebanese Health Ministry reports that at least 3,961 people have been killed and 16,520 injured since the fighting 
began in October 2023. Hezbollah has emphasized its ongoing support for Palestinians in Gaza, as Israeli forces continue 
their aerial bombardment and ground operations. Meanwhile, Israeli military sources claim they have struck over 12,500 
Hezbollah targets and inflicted heavy losses on the group. The ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, brokered by the 
US and France, remains fragile as both sides accuse each other of violations.—DNA

Turmoil overshadows Romania vote 
as far right hopes to gain ground

Bucharest: Still reeling from this week’s shock developments, Romanians return to the polls to elect their parliament 
on Sunday, with the far right tipped to win, potentially heralding a shift in the NATO country’s foreign policy. Romania was 
thrown into turmoil after a top court ordered a recount of the first round of last week’s presidential election won by Calin 
Georgescu, a little-known far-right admirer of Russian President Vladimir Putin. Despite accusations of Russian influence 
and alleged interference via TikTok, Sunday’s parliamentary elections were going ahead as planned.   While the recount-
ing of more than nine million ballots appeared to proceed quickly, people on the streets of Bucharest expressed worries 
about the recent twists and turns.  “What’s going on now doesn’t seem very democratic,” Gina Visan told AFP at a Christ-
mas market in Bucharest. “They should respect our vote. We’re disappointed, but we’re used to this kind of behaviour,” 
said the 40-year-old nurse, echoing voter’s distrust in traditional parties. Polling stations open at 7:00 am (0500 GMT) and 
close at 9:00 pm, with an exit poll due to be published shortly afterwards. The first official results are expected later in the 
evening. Amid allegations of irregularities and possible interference in the election, concerns over the transparency of the 
electoral process have emerged, with independent observers being denied access to the recount.  According to Septimius 
Parvu of the Expert Forum think-tank, the recount order by Romania’s Constitutional Court had “many negative effects”, 
including undermining confidence in institutions. “We’ve already recounted votes in Romania in the past, but not millions 
of votes, with parliamentary elections in the middle of it all,” said Parvu. “No decision made during this crucial period 
should limit the right of Romanians to vote freely nor further put at risk the credibility of the election process,” the US 
embassy in Romania stressed. But the top court’s decision is likely to boost the far right, Parvu said. The NATO member 
of 19 million people has so far resisted rising nationalism in the region, but experts say it faces an unprecedented situa-
tion as anger over soaring inflation and fears of being dragged into Russia’s war in neighbouring Ukraine have mounted.  
George Sorin in Bucharest said he hopes the far right will score well, claiming the current parliament had mostly served 
the interests of “Brussels and Ukraine” instead of “national interests”. Outgoing President Klaus Iohannis said Sunday’s 
vote would determine Romania’s future -- whether it will “remain a country of freedom and openness or collapse into toxic 
isolation and a dark past”. Romania’s political landscape has been shaped by two major parties for the past three decades, 
but analysts predict a fragmented parliament to emerge from Sunday’s vote, influencing the chances of forming a future 
government. Polls show that three far-right parties are predicted to claim more than 30 percent of the vote share com-
bined. Among them is the AUR party, whose leader George Simion won nearly 14 percent of the presidential vote, which 
actually topped the latest polls on more than 22 percent. “We are here, standing, alive, more numerous than ever, and 
with a huge opportunity ahead of us,” Simion -- a fan of US President-elect Donald Trump -- recently told his supporters. 
The Party of Young People (POT), which was founded in 2023 and has meanwhile thrown its support behind Georgescu, 
could reach the five-percent threshold to enter parliament and there is also the extreme-right SOS Romania party, led by 
firebrand Diana Sosoaca.  In recent years, around 30 percent of Romanians have embraced far-right views, even if they 
have not always voted for them in elections.  Elena Lasconi’s pro-European  SR party has warned that the country faces “a 
historic confrontation” between those who wish to “preserve Romania’s young democracy” and those who want to “return 
to the Russian sphere of influence”.—Agencies 

Iran’s top diplomat 
heads to Damascus 

to show support amid 
rebel advances

 
TEHRAN: Iran’s top diplomat Abbas Araghchi said on Sun-
day he will leave Tehran for Damascus to deliver a message 
of support for Syria’s government and armed forces, state me-
dia said, after a lighting advance by rebels. Tehran has been 
a staunch ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad during the 
civil war that broke out in 2011. Iran maintains it does not have 
combat troops in Syria, only officers who provide military 
advice and training. “I am going to Damascus to convey the 
message of the Islamic Republic to the Syrian government,” 
Araghchi said, emphasising Tehran will “firmly support the 
Syrian government and army,” the IRNA state news agency re-
ported. Islamist-led rebels on Saturday seized Aleppo’s airport 
and dozens of nearby towns after overrunning most of Syria’s 
second city Aleppo, a war monitor said. Syria’s army con-
firmed that the rebels had entered “large parts” of the city of 
around two million people and said “dozens of men from our 
armed forces were killed”.Araghchi again called the surprise 
rebel offensive a plot by the United States and Israel. “The 
Syrian army will once again win over these terrorist groups 
as in the past,” the foreign minister added. An Iranian news 
agency reported earlier that a general in Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps was killed in Syria on Thursday during 
the fighting. On Saturday, Iran’s foreign ministry said its con-
sulate in Aleppo had come under attack, but staff members 
were safe. Foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei said 
Araghchi who will visit Ankara for consultations with Turkish 
officials after his stop in Damascus. Since 2020, the rebel en-
clave in Syria’s northwestern Idlib region has been subject to 
a Turkish- and Russian-brokered truce that had largely been 
holding despite repeated violations.—APP

War has no 
winners: Taiwan 

president 
Hawaii: War has no winners and peace is priceless, Taiwan 
President Lai Ching-te said in Hawaii after visiting a memorial 
to the attack on Pearl Harbor on a trip to the United States 
that has angered Beijing. Lai is making a sensitive two-day trip 
to Hawaii that is officially only a stopover on the way to three 
Pacific island nations that maintain formal ties with Taiwan, which 
China claims as its territory. Speaking to members of the overseas 
Taiwan community and Hawaii politicians, including members of 
Congress Ed Case and Jill Tokuda, Lai referred to his visit to the USS 
Arizona Memorial earlier in the day and laid a wreath in memory of 
those who died in the 1941 Japanese attack. “Our visit to the memori-
al today in particular reminds us of the importance of ensuring peace. 
Peace is priceless and war has no winner. We have to fight —fight to-
gether — to prevent war,” Lai said in English, in a speech carried live 
on television in Taiwan. As Lai was attending the event, China 
said it had complained to Washington for arranging for his transit 
through US territory, while vowing “resolute countermeasures” 
against a potential arms sale to Taiwan that the US announced 
hours before Lai started his trip.—APP



CHINESE EMBASSY’S DONATION FOR PFOWA

PFOWA Charity Bazaar 2024 attracts huge audiences
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 

Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
inaugurated the Charity Bazaar 

organized by the Pakistan Foreign 
Office Women’s Association (PFOWA

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar inaugurated the Charity Bazaar or-
ganized by the Pakistan Foreign Office Women’s Association 
(PFOWA), aimed to support underprivileged communities. 
The event featured a diverse range of cultural stalls, rep-
resenting various foreign embassies, and was held at the 
Foreign Office. One of the key attractions of the Bazaar was 
the wide variety of delicacies from different countries, with 
Central Asian and Arabian cuisines being particularly pop-
ular among visitors. These offerings provided guests with 
the opportunity to experience and appreciate the diverse 
culinary traditions from around the world.
The Bazaar also showcased the cultural heritage of numerous 
countries, creating an environment of multicultural exchange 
and celebration. However, it was noted that many of the Eu-
ropean missions did not participate this year, which could 
have affected the overall diversity of the event. Additionally, a 
‘Parade of Nations’ was held, featuring children of diplomatic 
staff. These children, dressed in the traditional attire of their 
respective countries, presented lively tableaus and proudly 
waved their national flags, further adding to the festive and 
cultural atmosphere of the event. Through this initiative, the 
PFOWA Bazaar not only provided a platform for cultural ex-
change but also played an important role in raising funds for 
the support of underprivileged communities in Pakistan.
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Syria’s President Bashar Assad says 
will defeat militants no matter how 

much their attacks intensify

News Desk

BEIRUT: Thousands of Syrian militants took over most 
of Aleppo on Saturday, establishing positions in the coun-
try’s largest city and controlling its airport before expand-
ing their shock offensive to a nearby province. They faced 
little to no resistance from government troops, according 
to fighters and activists. A war monitor, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, said the insurgents led by Hayat 
Tahrir Al-Sham seized control of Aleppo International 
airport, the first international airport to be controlled by 
insurgents. The fighters claimed they seized the airport 
and posted pictures from there. Thousands of fighters 
also moved on, facing almost no opposition from gov-
ernment forces, to seize towns and villages in northern 
Hama, a province where they had a presence before be-
ing expelled by government troops in 2016. They claimed 
Saturday evening to have entered the city of Hama.

Islamic nations should 
not let US, Israel 

exploit Syrian crisis
Tehran: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has 
called on the Muslim countries to intervene in the 
Syrian crisis regarding the resurgence of Takfiri ter-
rorists and not allow the United States and Israel to 
exploit the internal conflict in the Islamic Arab coun-
try. Pezeshkian made the statement in an address at 
a plenary session of Iran’s Parliament on Sunday as 
he pointed to the latest developments in Syria and the 
ongoing clashes between the country’s military forces 
and foreign-backed Takfiri terrorists in and around the 
northwestern provinces of Aleppo and Idlib. “We hope 
that Muslim countries intervene and will not allow 
America and Israel to exploit this domestic conflict 
within this Islamic country,” the Iranian president 
said. Stressing that the aggression by Takfiri terrorists 
on Syrian soil is supported by the United States and 
European countries, Pezeshkian said. – Agencies

Syrian rebels expand offensive 
after taking Aleppo

Briefs
Trump 

threatens 
100% tariffs 

on BRICS 
nations

Washington: Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump is-
sued a stark warning on Sat-
urday, threatening to impose 
100% tariffs on a bloc of nine 
nations if they take steps to 
undermine the US dollar’s 
dominance. The threat was 
aimed at countries within 
the BRIC alliance—Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, South 
Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates. Turkey, Azerbaijan, and 
Malaysia have also applied 
for membership, with sever-
al other nations expressing 
interest in joining.
Despite the US dollar’s con-
tinued status as the world’s 
leading currency, withstand-
ing numerous challenges 
to its global preeminence, 
members of the BRICS 
group and other developing 
nations have voiced frustra-
tion with America’s control 
over the international finan-
cial system. In a post on 
Truth Social, Trump wrote: 
“We require a commitment 
from these Countries that 
they will neither create a 
new BRICS Currency, nor 
back any other Currency to 
replace the mighty US Dollar 
or, they will face 100% Tar-
iffs, and should expect to say 
goodbye to selling into the 
wonderful US Economy.”
Trump’s remarks come after 
a summit in October where 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin criticized the US for 
“weaponizing” the dollar, 
calling it a “big mistake.” 
“It’s not us who refuse to 
use the dollar,” Putin stat-
ed. “But if they don’t let us 
work, what can we do? We 
are forced to search for al-
ternatives.” – Agencies

Former MNA 
dies in road 

accident 
DNA

AHMEDPUR SHARQIA: 
Former Member National 
Assembly (MNA) Makh-
doom Syed Ali Hassan Gil-
lani and other two persons 
died in a road accident in 
AhmedpurSharqia. Accord-
ing to Rescue officials, Gil-
lani’s vehicle collided with a 
mini truck standing on the 
NabipurAhmedpur Road 
due to over-speeding as a 
result Syed Ali Hassan died 
and three injured. Officials 
stated that dead bodies and 
injured shifted to THQ Hos-
pital AhmedpurSharqia.
The dead body of Ali Has-
san Gillani has been hand-
ed over to his family.
Former MNA’s funeral 
prayers would be offered at 
Uch Sharif at 4pm evening. 
It is pertinent to note that 
Makhdoom Gillani was 
elected as MNA on the party 
ticket of PML-N during the 
2018 election. Later on, he 
joined PPP and participated 
in the 2024 general elec-
tions on the ticket of PPP.

Journalist 
Shakir Awan 
returns home 

DNA
LAHORE: Journalist Shakir 
Mehmood Awan, who was 
allegedly abducted from 
his home by law enforce-
ment personnel earlier this 
week, was released in the 
wee hours of Sunday and 
returned home. A plea was 
filed with the Lahore High 
Court (LHC) by Awan’s 
mother to recover and pro-
duce him immediately. The 
petition was fixed for hear-
ing at 9:00am on Friday by 
Justice Tariq Saleem Sheikh.
The LHC on Friday sum-
moned the inspector gener-
al of police (IGP) on a peti-
tion for the recovery of the 
“abducted” journalist and 
YouTuber but Punjab Addi-
tional IG Shahzada Sultan 
appeared in his stead.
Justice Sheikh also direct-
ed the Punjab Safe City 
Authority to present the 
CCTV footage of the jour-
nalist’s abduction from his 
residence. Awan’s lawyer, 
Muhammad Azhar Siddique, 
remarked that by registering 
a first information report 
(FIR), the police had “re-
lieved themselves of their 
burden”. Meanwhile, the 
public prosecutor said they 
were making all efforts to 
comply with the court order.

Afghanistan 
must 

participate 
in future 

climate talks: 
Taliban

DNA
KABUL: An Afghan environ-
ment official on Sunday said 
the country must be allowed 
to participate in future global 
climate talks, after returning 
from COP29 in Baku where 
Taliban officials attended for 
the first time. The Afghan 
delegation was invited as 
“guests” of the Azerbaijani 
hosts, not as a party directly 
involved in the negotiations. 
It was the first time that 
an Afghan delegation had 
attended since the Taliban 
swept to power in August 
2021, having failed to get an 
invite to the past two COPs 
(Conference of the Parties) 
held in Egypt and the United 
Arab Emirates. “Afghanistan 
must participate in such 
conferences in the future,” 
said Matiul Haq Khalis, the 
director general of Afghani-
stan’s National Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, at a 
press conference on Sunday. 
He described Afghanistan’s 
attendance last month at the 
talks as a “big achievement”.
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Slow internet speed limits 
access in several cities

Downdetector shows WhatsApp, Gmail, Instagram 
outages in Pakistan along with Gmail services

Nazir Siyal

Karach : Users across various 
cities in Pakistan woke up to in-
ternet hindrances due to slow 
speeds, resulting in difficulties 
with browsing, as well as down-
loading and sharing media.
In Karachi, users in North Na-
zimabad, Gulshan-e-Iqbal, and 
Karsaz reported slow internet 
speeds, with netizens complain-
ing of disrupted Wi-Fi services 
and issues with the popular 
messaging platform WhatsApp.
Meanwhile, in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s capital, Peshawar, 
people complained of problems 
with internet browsing, as well 
as uploading and downloading 
images, videos, and voice notes.
Similar issues were also report-
ed across Balochistan includ-
ing the capital Quetta where 
WhatsApp services have been 
affected. The disrupted inter-
net access also adversely af-
fected those engaged in online 
businesses. The internet issues 
were confirmed by Downde-

tector which showed Gmail, 
WhatsApp, Instagram and Tik-
Tok outages spiking at around 
11am today.  Internet disrup-
tions are not unusual in Paki-
stan, as the country has been 
facing sporadic outages and 
access hindrances for months, 
now for various reasons.
Last week, internet and mobile 
services were disrupted in the 
wake of Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf’s (PTI) “do-or-die” protest 
in Islamabad. Furthermore, 
the incumbent government has 
carried out multiple tests of its 
internet firewall, with the first 
and second trials conducted in 
July and August, respectively.
On both occasions, the trials 
slowed down internet speeds 
and disrupted digital platforms. 
However, it is pertinent to men-
tion that no specific reason has 
come to light for today’s slowed 
internet speed. Speaking to 
media regarding the prevail-
ing issues internet, Minister 
for IT Shaza Fatima Khawaja 
addressed the issue of restric-
tions on X, formerly Twitter, 

which has been restricted in 
the country for months owing 
to security concerns raised by 
the government regarding the 
content propagated on the plat-
form. “X is used by less than 
2% of the people in Pakistan. If 
the government’s intention was 
to restrict the freedom of ex-
pression then other platforms 
would’ve faced restrictions 
such as Facebook and TikTok 
which are widely used by the 
masses,” she said.
When asked about why gov-
ernment officials such as 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif and others were using the 
platform when it was restrict-
ed for the common man, the 
minister underscored diplo-
matic obligations which ini-
tially arose when the Chinese 
president, Saudi Arabia and 
other countries congratulated 
PM Shehbaz on X on becom-
ing the country’s premier. “A 
diplomatic situation was cre-
ated and it was deliberated 
upon how to make sure that 
the prime minister’s message 

is [duly] conveyed,” she add-
ed. Responding to a question 
regarding the internet firewall 
and resulting internet issues, 
Khawaja said that the country 
faces millions of cyberattacks 
on a daily basis and lamented 
that the whole firewall issue 
has “been blown out of pro-
portions”. “We have a web 
management system which 
has been operational for the 
past 10 years [....] The gov-
ernment of Pakistan needs 
improved and better cyberse-
curity [mechanism].
“There is nothing controversial 
if a country takes measures 
for [improving] its cybersecuri-
ty,” remarked the IT minister. 
When pressed on the govern-
ment censorship, Khawaja 
maintained that the freedom 
of expression was not hindered 
as all digital media platforms 
were operational and were not 
restricted. Highlighting the 
terrorism issue, she said that 
several law enforcement agen-
cies (LEAs) personnel were 
martyred in nearly one month.

Israeli strikes 
kill 15, as 

Cairo holds 
fresh talks 

with Hamas
The strike in the Muwasi 
area is a sprawling tent 

camp housing hundreds of 
thousands of displaced people

Foreign Desk

CAIRO: Israeli military strikes killed at 
least 15 Palestinians in Gaza on Sunday, 
medics said, as Israeli forces kept up 
bombardments across the enclave and 
blew up houses on its northern edge. 
In the central Gaza camp of Nuseirat, 
an Israeli airstrike killed six people in 
a house, and another attack killed three 
in a home in Gaza City, medics said. 
Two children were killed when a missile 
hit a tent encampment in Khan Younis 
in the southern Gaza Strip, while four 
other people were killed in an airstrike 
in Rafah, near the border with Egypt, 
medics told Reuters. Residents said 
the military blew up clusters of houses 
in the northern Gaza areas of Jabalia, 
Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun, where 
Israeli forces have operated since Oc-
tober this year. Palestinians say Israel’s 
operations on the northern edge of the 
enclave are part of a plan to clear peo-
ple out through forced evacuations and 
bombardments to create a buffer zone 
— an allegation the army denies. 

Government eager to 
seek Russian financing

Will hold talks next week to 
deepen economic ties, fund 

infrastructure projects

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan will hold discussions with Russia 
next week to deepen economic ties and invite investment 
for financing infrastructure projects, including the three 
schemes that were earlier pitched for Chinese funding. 
The three-day-long discussions will be held at the platform 
of Pakistan-Russia Intergovernmental Commission (IGC) 
amid persistent challenges to find a legal way to avoid the 
international financial sanctions against Moscow for doing 
business with it. Pakistan has not yet been able to come 
up with an alternative payment method after Russia exited 
SIWFT – an international payment system used to settle fi-
nancial transactions. Power Minister Sardar Awais Leghari 
will lead the delegation for three-day discussions in place 

of Minister for Economic Affairs Ahad Khan Cheema, who 
is the IGC co-chairman. It is the ninth IGC meeting, which 
is taking place after almost two years. Government sourc-
es said that there was heavy economic, commercial and 
trade agenda that both sides would take up to deepen ties. 
Meetings are taking place a week after the president of 
Belarus, an ally and friend of Moscow, visited Islama-
bad and signed a number of agreements and memoran-
da of understanding (MoUs). Sources said that during 
the preparatory meetings it emerged that Pakistan did 
not have a viable alternative plan to do business with 
Russia in the presence of US and European Union sanc-
tions. However, India is doing business with Moscow 
despite the embargo. Pakistan's stated policy is that 
it is not part of any western or Asian bloc and wants 
to do business with all countries, except for India and 
Israel. Pakistan will discuss the possibility of establish-
ing correspondent banking relationship with Moscow 
amid reluctance of local banks due to the fear of west-
ern sanctions. There will be discussion on a payment 
mechanism for the settlement of financial transactions.


