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Justice Mandokhel says

Constitution
supreme than

parliament

Supreme Court raises a number questions about
civilians’ military trials; says Constitution ensures
basic rights of civilians; asks were the May 9 rioters
belonged to armed forces? Were they ex-servicemen?

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: A Supreme Court judge remarked that the
country’s Constitution is supreme and not the Parliament as
the apex court’s constitutional bench resumed on Wednes-
day the hearing of the intra-court appeals filed against declar-
ing the trials of civilians in military courts as null and void,
reported 24NewsHD TV channel. A seven-member bench,
headed by Justice Aminuddin Khan, conducted the hearing
today. Khawaja Haris, counsel for the Ministry of Defence,
continued his arguments in the case. Khawaja Haris said that
the basis of the apex court’s decision was Articles 5 (8) and

Speaker opens
up on his role in
Imran’s meetings

Sadiq also reiterated his commitment to
upholding the supremacy of Parliament

3 (8) of the constitution. “Both articles are completely differ-
ent. They cannot be coalesced together,” he argued.

Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar remarked that Article 233
safeguarded the fundamental rights of citizens. Haris replied
that Article 233 had two parts: one was related to the armed
forces, while the other to civilians. Justice Jamal Mandokhel
said that citizens could not be denied their rights even un-
der Article 5. Haris recalled that it had been settled in the
FB Ali case that civilians too could be tried in military courts.
“Whether we agree with you or not remains to be seen,” Jus-
tice Mandokhel said. The lawyer went on to say it was on
the basis of a wrong interpretation that it was said that the
FB Ali case was of a different nature. “Ali was tried after his
retirement. At that time, he was a civilian,” Haris said, adding,
“The judge gave the ruling that the defendant had commit-
ted the offence while he was in service; therefore his case
was separate.” Justice Mandokhel retorted, “Those convict-
ed in the May 9 cases did not belong to the armed forces.”

Continued on Page 06
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‘Dialogue

unbroken’

Siddiqui assured that
everyone is on
the same page

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senator Ir-
fan Siddiqui, a key member
of the government’s negoti-
ating committee announced
on Wednesday that the gov-
ernment will continue talks
with PTI uninterrupted, as
ordered by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and assured
that dialogue with PTI will
remain ongoing and reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment to negotia-
tions. In an interview with
a private news channel,
Senator Irfan Siddiqui em-
phasized the importance of
unity among all allied polit-
ical parties and stakehold-
ers in holding constructive
and fruitful negotiations
with PTI. He assured that
everyone is on the same
page, committed to pursu-
ing talks without interrup-
tion, as directed by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

New polio
case reported

in KP

DNA

PESHAWAR: Pakistan on
Wednesday reported a new
polio case in Tank, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, taking the pre-
vious year’s tally to 69, the
National Institutes of Health
(NIH) said in a statement.
Pakistan is one of the last
two countries in the world,
alongside Afghanistan,
where polio remains endem-
ic, with the disease mostly
affecting  children under
five, and sometimes causing
lifelong paralysis. Despite
global efforts to eradicate
the virus, challenges such
as security issues, vaccine
hesitancy, and misinforma-
tion have slowed progress.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq on Wednesday responded to criticism from
PTI leaders, stating that his role is to facilitate dia-
logue between the government and opposition, not
to arrange Imran Khan meetings. Reacting to the
criticism, Ayaz Sadiq clarified that arranging Imran
Khan’s meeting with party leaders is not his man-
date or responsibility. The Speaker expressed disap-
pointment over statements criticizing his office for
not responding positively to requests for meetings.
He assured that his doors are always open to every-
one and he has never refused to meet with any mem-
ber of the Assembly. Sadiq also reiterated his com-
mitment to upholding the supremacy of Parliament
and facilitating dialogue between the government
and opposition. He stated that if the government and

Continued on Page 06

In a meeting in jail

PTI secures Imran’s go-
toremain | ahead to continue talks

Party’s senior leaders meet former PM
in courtroom at Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail

Kuavam ABBASI

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Thereek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan has directed his
party’s negotiation team to continue hold-
ing talks with the government, a top leader
said on Wednesday. The breakthrough came
after the PTI negotiation team finally met
the former prime minister at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail, following a days-long hiatus. “PTI
founder has directed to continue the talks
and has given permission to submit [party’s]
both demands in writing to the government
committee,” said PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan while speaking to the me-
dia outside the Adiala jail. The development
comes as the PTI leaders — comprising Bar-
rister Gohar, Ali Zafar and Sher Afzal Mar-
wat — met the former prime minister in a
courtroom at Rawalpindi’s Adiala facility.
The development arguably diminishes the
ambiguity surrounding the future of the on-
going PTI-government talks, which in recent
days, have been marred by uncertainty ow-
ing to the former ruling party’s inability to
meet its incarcerated founded and present its
written demands. For days, the PTI has been
claiming that they were not being allowed to
meet Khan by Adiala jail authorities and has

Continued on Page 06

Talks stalled as NA
speaker on foreign

tour, says Rana

Talks will resume as soon
as Ayaz Sadiq returns to
country, says PM’s aide

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime Min-
ister on Political and Public Affairs Rana
Sanaullah on Wednesday revealed that the
ongoing negotiations between the PTI and
the government were stalled due to the un-
availability of National Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in the country. Address-
ing a press conference, Sanaullah said the
NA speaker was on a foreign tour, adding
that talks would resume as soon as he re-
turns to the country. The two sides, after
months of a political tug-of-war, have held
two negotiation sessions on December 27,
2024 and on January 2, 2025. However, the
unexpected delay in the third round of talks
triggered speculations about the future of

Continued on Page 06

KARACHI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif rings the ceremonial gong
during his visit to Pakistan Stock Exchange. — DNA

Indonesian
President to
Visit PakKistan
on Jan 26

The Indonesian President
will spend a busy day in
Islamabad on January 27

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Indonesian
President Prabowo Subian-
to will arrive in Islamabad
on January 26. According to
sources, the Indonesian Pres-
ident is visiting Pakistan at
the invitation of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif. The In-
donesian President will spend
a busy day in Islamabad on
January 27, the sources said.
The sources further said that
the Indonesian President’s
visit is aimed at promoting
bilateral cooperation.

Consultations
for new CEC
still pending

The appointments
must be finalised
within 45 days

MEenTaB PirzApA

ISLAMABAD: The process
of appointment of new chief
election commissioners
and two members is stalled
as consultations between
the government and the
opposition leader have yet
to commence. With the
just 18 day left until the re-
tirement of CEC Sikandar
Sultan Raja, Sindh mem-
bers Nisar Durrani, and
Balochistan members Shah
Jatoi on January 26, consti-
tutional guidelines require
for both appointments. In
case of disagreement, the
matter will referred to a
12-member parliamentary
committee formed by the
National Assembly speak-
er. If consensus fails within

Continued on Page 06

Stresses collective effort

Pakistan’s economy
getting back on its
feet, says Shehbaz

The journey of economic growth has begun,
says PM during day-long Karachi visit

NAzIR S1YAL

KARACHI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said on Wednesday that the economy was
getting back on its feet, vowing that the
journey towards growth had officially be-
gun. During a day-long visit to Karachi, the
premier expressed his joy at visiting the
stock market for the first time, emphasising
the importance of economic growth in the
nation. While addressing an event at the Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange (PSX), he said Ka-
rachi was the backbone of Pakistan’s econ-
omy, noting how the city’s once-dimmed
lights had now returned, symbolising the
revival of the nation’s economic vigour.

He further added that Pakistan’s economy
was once again standing on its feet, stress-
ing the need for continued growth. “If
everything were perfect, we would be liv-
ing in a fool’s paradise,” the prime minister
said. PM Shehbaz expressed his readiness
to collaborate with all sectors for sustained
economic development, affirming that eco-
nomic progress would require collective
effort. The prime minister remarked that
the country had achieved economic stabil-
ity, and while there were still challenges,

Continued on Page 06

IMF rejects govt
proposal to cut
sales tax on
electricity bills

The IMF’s decision came after
the Ministry of Energy made a
formal request to the Fund

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani government
has been unsuccessful in convincing the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to
agree to a reduction in sales tax on elec-
tricity bills. According to sources, the
IMF rejected a request from Pakistan’s
Ministry of Energy, which had asked for
a reduction in sales tax to alleviate the
financial burden on consumers. The
IMF’s decision came after the Ministry
of Energy made a formal request to the
Fund, seeking approval for a decrease
in sales tax rates on electricity bills.

Continued on Page 06

Hamas stands by demand
for end to genocidal war

Hamas says it will free its remaining hostages
only if Israel agrees to end the war

FoRreigN DESk

JERUSALEM/CAIRO: Hamas stood by its
demand on Tuesday that Israel fully end its
assault on Gaza under any deal to release
hostages and said US President-elect Don-
ald Trump was rash to say there would be
“hell to pay” unless they go free by his Jan.
20 inauguration. Officials from the Islamist
group and Israel have been holding talks
with Qatari and Egyptian mediators in the
most intensive effort for months to reach a
ceasefire in Gaza. The outgoing US admin-
istration has called for a final push for a deal
before Joe Biden leaves office, and many
in the region now view Trump’s inaugura-
tion as an unofficial deadline. But with the

clock ticking, both sides accuse the other
of blocking a deal by adhering to conditions
that torpedoed all previous peace efforts
for more than a year. Hamas says it will free
its remaining hostages only if Israel agrees
to end the war and withdraw all its troops
from Gaza. Israel says it will not end the
war until Hamas is dismantled and all hos-
tages are free. “Hamas is the only obstacle
to the release of the hostages,” the director
general of Israel’s foreign ministry, Eden
Bar Tal, told a briefing with reporters, say-
ing Israel was fully committed to reaching
a deal. Hamas official Osama Hamdan, who
held a news conference in Algiers, said
Israel was to blame for undermining all

Continued on Page 06

Blackmailing of global organizations through war aiiected Aighans

SHAMIM SHAHID

HETHER Pakistan’s powerful circles acknowledge it or not, it

has now become an undeniable fact that the policies crafted by
the country both for Afghanistan and for the entire global communi-
ty, have completely failed. This is why Pakistan is now heading down
the path of international isolation. If China, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
or any other states occasionally provide Pakistan’s ailing economy
with financial aid, the purpose of this assistance is not to help Paki-
stan but to protect the interests of the donor countries themselves.
After Ashraf Ghani came to power in Afghanistan, when the U.S.
began working on Plan B post-9/11, the funds allocated for this plan
were decided to be utilized in a way that maximized benefits for Paki-
stan. From the late 1960s to 9/11, Pakistan’s civil bureaucracy bene-
fited significantly from the situation in Afghanistan, with thousands
of individuals reaping the rewards. Anyone who doubts this can
easily conclude by looking at the assets of those in military posi-
tions after the late Nasirullah Babar’s time. Many of those who
have passed away left billions of rupees in assets for their heirs,
while the fortunate ones still living are enjoying more luxurious
lives than the rulers and industrialists of Western countries.
It is a reality that the external aggression, interference, and in-

ternal chaos in Afghanistan have proved to be a great opportu-
nity for Pakistan and those in influential positions within the
country. The same situation persists today, with Mohsin Raza
Nagqvi playing a key role in trying to marginalize Afghan refugees
fleeing the wrath of the Afghan government and the Taliban.
Following his orders, a crackdown began on Afghan nationals
across the country from the beginning of this year, with over
2,000 arrests made in Islamabad alone over the past seven days.
Those arrested, including women and children, have been de-
tained in various police stations and lockups. Some of the detain-
ees even had Afghan Citizen Cards issued by Pakistan’s NADRA
or Proof of Registration cards provided by the UNHCR. Among
the arrested were also unfortunate workers from Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Balochistan who did not possess national identity
cards during police raids. While this crackdown provides oppor-
tunities for Pakistan’s police and law enforcement officials to
exploit and rob the helpless Afghan nationals, it also facilitates
Pakistan’s one-point demand from the Afghan Taliban leadership.
Meanwhile, the ongoing conflict and internal turmoil in Afghani-
stan have resulted in more harm than benefit for Pakistan. Once,
Ahmad Shah Massoud was the apple of the eye for Pakistan’s
visible and invisible powers, but later he was categorized as an
enemy, and a significant portion of the financial and technical aid

received from the U.S. and its allies for the Afghan war was redi-
rected to Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. However, in the second half of
the 1990s, Hekmatyar was exiled in favor of winning the Taliban’s
favor. After 9/11, the Pakistani government quickly denounced
the Taliban, and any Taliban leadership present in Islamabad was
swiftly handed over to American forces at Peshawar airport.
After 9/11, the majority of Taliban leaders no longer harbor the
same sentiments toward Pakistan, although many of their close
relatives remain in Pakistan. Once, the Haqqani Network was a
tool for Pakistan to exert pressure on Afghanistan, but that is no
longer the case. There is no doubt that, in light of the ongoing
situation for the past four decades, Pakistan’s influential circles
had an upper hand over other global powers and institutions.
However, this supremacy has eroded due to increasing foreign
interest in Afghanistan’s internal affairs.
Today, important intelligence agencies and powers from around
the world have established their networks in Afghanistan, and
countries, particularly in the West, are investing heavily there,
winning the hearts of displaced Afghan nationals.
By following ill-advised policies, Pakistan is losing a great deal in
Afghanistan. It is still time for Pakistan to recognize its mistakes,
or it may soon face significant changes in the region.

- The views expressed in the article are writer’s own.
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Call for enhanced China-
Pak coop to combat
threat of terrorism

Dr. Naveed Elahi traced the progressive growth of terrorism in
Pakistan in the past several decades due to multiple factors with
political, societal and economic dimensions

DNA

LAHORE: Experts on security and
counter-terrorism have emphasized
the need for strengthening coopera-
tion between Pakistan and China for
combating the threat of terrorism
which they argued is impeding pro-
gress on economic initiatives and pro-
jects between the two countries.

Dr. Naveed Elahi, former Joint Direc-
tor General of the Intelligence Bureau
and currently the Dean of Nation-
al Institute of Public Policy (NIPP)
and Amir Rana, the President of the
Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies
(PIPPS) were speaking at the Beacon-
house National University (BNU)’s
Center for Policy Research (BCPR)
in Lahore, said a press release issued
here Wednesday. The session moder-
ated by former Ambassador of Paki-
stan to Afghanistan Mansoor Ahmad
Khan who now heads the BCPR was
attended by leading academics and
researchers in the field of counter-ter-
rorism. The presentations of the two

speakers were followed by question
and answer session. In his remarks,
Dr. Naveed Elahi traced the progres-
sive growth of terrorism in Pakistan
in the past several decades due to
multiple factors with political, societal
and economic dimensions. He noted
that starting primarily as sectari-
an violence the terrorism received
ideological stimulus from Afghan
Jihad in the 1980s and Taliban in-
surgency against the US and NATO
presence in that country. He added
that the emergence of organizations
like Al-Qaeda and Daesh have pro-
vided a global umbrella of support
and patronage to regional terrorist
groups like TTP and BLA. Dr. Elahi
acknowledged that both the TTP has
continued to intensify its operation-
al capacity to cause more harm to
Pakistan’s interests by particularly
targeting the Chinese projects and
personnel in recent years. In this
regard, he explained how govern-
ments in Pakistan have been making
efforts to counter the attacks by the
TTP and BLA, but due to the gaps as

stan.

well as the lack of consistency in the
approach of tackling this menace
of terrorism the number of these
attacks and the damage has con-
tinued to increase. Security expert
Amir Rana said that the fight against
terrorism and violent extremism in
the modern age of social and IT-
based media cannot be just fought
through a security based approach
of the past. He added that the state
has to be ahead of the thinking and
publicity campaign of the terrorist
groups who continue to bombard the
population with disinformation. The
authorities have to therefore, build
an environment in which the popu-
lation perceives the government’s
policies and measures as pro-peo-
ple.Both security experts suggested
the need for deepening Pakistan’s
engagement with China towards
creating effective counter-terrorism
cooperation mechanisms with a view
to overcome the current challenges
caused by rise in the terrorist at-
tacks on Chinese workers in Paki-

SECP seeks
feedback on
improvements
in takeover
regulations

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Se-
curities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) has issued a con-
sultation paper to seek
feedback on areas of im-
provement in the Listed
Companies (Substantial
Acquisition of Voting
Shares and Takeovers)
Regulations, 2017.
Through these modi-
fication SECP aims to
strengthen the regulato-
ry framework governing
takeover  transactions
of listed companies by
enhancing transparency
and introducing meas-
ures for safeguarding
rights of minority share-
holders. The key areas
of improvement include
proposals for stream-
lining public announce-
ment timelines, revising
price determination cri-
teria for frequently and
not frequently traded
shares, and enhancing
disclosure requirements
for acquirers and listed
companies. Provisions
for voluntary offers,
obligations of Manager
to the Offer (MTO) and
mechanisms for han-
dling indirect or chain
acquisitions have also
been floated for fur-
ther deliberations. The
proposals have been
developed following an
initial round of consul-
tations with various
stakeholders including
market experts, MTOs,
law firms, chartered
accountants and listed
companies. The scope
of consultations is now
being expanded to en-
sure wider participation
in finalizing proposed
amendment areas so any
amendments can effec-
tively address the evolv-
ing needs of the market
and its stakeholders.

The consultation paper
including rationale for
each suggested area of
improvement is upload-
ed on the SECP website.

BISP beneficiaries’ skill
development top most priority

Chairperson BISP Senator
Rubina Khalid directs BISP
officers to ensure the pro-
vision of Skill Training and
Employment Opportunities
aligned with National and
International Trends

Chairperson BISP Senator
Rubina Khalid and Secre-
tary Amer Ali Ahmad held
an important meeting today
at the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP)
Headquarters. The meeting
focused on reviewing the
progress of partnerships be-
tween BISP and national and
international organizations
aimed at providing skill

training and employment
opportunities to members
of deserving families of
BISP. Additional Secretary
Dr. Tahir Noor and all Di-
rector Generals were also
in attendance. Chairperson
BISP Senator Rubina Khalid
emphasized that skill train-
ing for BISP beneficiaries
is among the program’s top
priorities. She highlighted the
need to implement effective
measures through skill train-
ing to enhance the income
levels of beneficiaries and im-
prove their standard of living.
She instructed BISP officers
to identify key sectors based

on national and international
trends for the next meeting,
ensuring beneficiaries re-
ceive training that leads to
better employment oppor-
tunities. Secretary Amer Ali
Ahmad stated that while the
Benazir Income Support Pro-
gramme provides financial
assistance to beneficiaries,
equipping them with skills
is the sustainable path to lift
families out of poverty. He
stressed the importance of
skill training as a means to
enable long-term self-suffi-
ciency and economic sta-
bility for the beneficiar-
ies.—APP

Punjab presents report on
rights of prisoners in SCP

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Wednesday was found satisfied over a report presented
by the government of Punjab regarding the rights of the prisoners according to the jail manual.
Additional Advocate General Punjab presented the report on the directive of the Constitutional
Bench after father of a prisoner complained denial of due rights to the prisoners. The sev-
en-member constitutional bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, while hearing the petitions
regarding trial of civilians in military courts, had directed the Government of Punjab to produce
a comprehensive report on the rights of the prisoners. Father of Ihsan Niazi, a convict by the
military court in May 9 riots, had complained denial of the rights of prisoners and keeping
them in a high security zone. Additional Advocate General Punjab informed the court that
two among the 27 convicts are released after they have been pardoned by the military court of
appeal. 25 prisoners are in jail and provided with all and equal rights like other prisoners. Their
families are allowed to see them once in ten days and such meetings have already taken place. They
are permitted to receive meals from home. The Complainant, Hafizullah Niazi, however continued
to complain that nobody other than parents and siblings are allowed to see the prisoners and they
are not allowed to come out of their lockups like other prisoners. Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, on
this, remarked that you yourself accepted that the meetings have taken place and they are permitted
food from home. Why are you exaggerating things to this extent.—APP
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RAWALPINDI: Ms. Romina Khurshid Alam, PM’s Coordinator for Climate Changen inaugurating
of the First Green Road of Pakistan, under RCCI’s Revive Pakistan Initiative. —- DNA

SARGODHA: Senior citrus
expert Chaudhry Abdul
Khaliqg said on Wednes-
day that the launch of
Sargodha Citrus Develop-
ment Programme would
help increase production
of Kinnow, and its export
would bring more foreign
exchange. While Address-
ing a ceremony here, which
was attended by Director
Agriculture, Director Agri-
culture and Director Gen-
eral Citrus Research Insti-
tute and representatives
of farmers and exporters.
He said the programme
included up-gradation of
citrus research institute,
establishment of new lab,
launch of website for cre-
ating awareness among
kinnow growers, up-gra-
dation of nurseries and
establishment of citrus re-
search institute in district
Bhakkar. The total cost of
the project was estimated at
Rs 70 million, he added. The
expert stressed preparing a
list of kinnow growers across
the division, with the help of
the Sargodha Chamber, and
sending it to CM office for nec-
essary implementation s. He
said that kinnow of Sargodha
had a special place in the
world; therefore, experts of cit-
rus centres should play their
role for a better production.
DG Citrus Research Institute
Sargodha informed that his
institute was producing 50,000
seedless kinnow annually, and
providing a plant to growers
only for Rs. 130. He said that
kinnow worth of $250 million
was exported from Sargodha
annually while the Sargodha
Citrus Research Institute was
continuing research to in-
crease variety and production
of the fruit—APP

Research-based poster’s
exhibition held at AIOU

ISLAMABAD: A research exhibition titled ‘Poster Presentations’ was organized late Tuesday at the Central Library of
Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU). MPhil and PhD students from the Department of Library Science showcased
their research work during the event. A total of 28 research papers were presented, including 10 by PhD students and
18 by MPhil students. Dean Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Professor Dr. Abdul Aziz Sahir, examined all the
projects, scholars individually gave presentation on their research projects to him. Commending the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Library Science, Dr. Sahir emphasized the importance of aligning research with contemporary social and societal
needs. He acknowledged that all the research projects prepared by the students addressed current demands effectively.
Speaking about the history, significance, and necessity of libraries, Prof. Dr. Abdul Sahir remarked that there was a time
when libraries held a central position in society. However, the younger generation’s interest in reading books has declined
compared to the past. He stressed the need to restore the bond with books and rebuild the strong connection that once
existed to achieve prominence in society. This research-based poster presentation was organized by the Department of
Library and Information Science. According to the Chairman of the Department, Dr. Parvez Ahmad, the aim of exhibition
was to encourage scholars and highlight the research work of students. The senior faculty member of the department, Dr.
Munazza Jabeen, supervised the research work. She stated that the MPhil and PhD students had completed their course-
work, and the poster presentation was intended to give scholars the opportunity to create and display posters while dis-
cussing their research. It is worth mentioning that the Vice Chancellor of the University, Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood,
has been paying special attention to the quality of education and the promotion of a research culture. He emphasized
the need to bring research papers into the marketplace to support the socio-economic development of the country. He
noted that unfortunately, most research papers in the country’s universities remain confined to institutional records. He
stressed the importance of taking research beyond library shelves and into practical application.

Islam’s call to environmental stewardship

UsMAN CHOUDHARY

HE Islamic faith
is often misunder-
stood as being de-

tached from modern-day
concerns such as envi-

ronmental protection
and climate control.
However, a closer ex-

amination of the Quran
and the Hadith (the
sayings and actions of
the Prophet Muhammad
PBUH) reveals a pro-
found emphasis on the
importance of preserv-
ing the natural world. In
Islam, the relationship
between humans and the
environment is based on
the concept of khalifa
(stewardship). Humans
are seen as trustees of
the Earth, responsible
for protecting and pre-
serving its resources
for future generations.
This concept is rooted
in the Quranic verse:
“He it is Who has made
you khalifa (stewards)

on the earth...” (6:165).
The Quran and Hadith
contain numerous refer-
ences to environmental
protection and conser-
vation. The Quran warns
against wastefulness and
excess, stating: “Eat and
drink, but waste not by
excess, for Allah loves
not the wasters” (7:31).
This verse emphasizes
the importance of living
sustainably and avoiding
unnecessary waste. The
Prophet (SAAW) also em-
phasized the importance
of conserving water,
saying, “Do not waste
water, even if you are by
a flowing river.” (Sunan
Abu Dawud) The Hadith
also provides guidance
on environmental pro-
tection. The Prophet
Muhammad PBUH is
reported to have said:
“The earth has been cre-
ated for me as a mosque
and as a means of purifi-
cation” (Sahih Muslim).
This hadith highlights
the importance of pre-

serving the natural world
and treating it with re-
spect and reverence.
As Afforestation plays a
crucial role in mitigat-
ing climate change and
Temperature Regulation.
Islam emphasizes the
importance of planting
trees and taking care of
the environment. Anas
ibn Malik R.A reported:
The Messenger of Allah
said: “Even if the Resur-
rection were established
upon one of you while he
has in his hand a sapling,
let him plant it.” In oth-
er Hadith Holy Prophet
PBUH said: Whoever
cuts down a tree without
a reason, Allah will cast
him into Hellfire(Sunan
Abu Dawud)

If a Muslim plants a tree
or sows seeds, and then
a bird, or a person, or an
animal eats from it, it is
regarded as a charitable
gift (sadaqah) for him.”
(Bukhari) The earth has
been created for me as a
mosque and as a means

of purification.” (Sahih
Muslim) During a bat-
tle, the Prophet Muham-
mad (SAAW) forbade his
companions from cutting
down trees, even if they
were providing cover for
the enemy.

Also In terms of climate
control, Islam emphasizes
the importance of reducing
waste and excess, which
are major contributors
to greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The Quran warns
against the destruction of
the natural world, stating:
“Corruption has appeared
on land and sea because of
what the hands of men have
wrought”  (30:41). This
verse highlights the conse-
quences of human actions
on the environment and
serves as a warning against
the destructive effects of
climate change.

In recent years, Mus-
lim scholars and leaders
have begun to speak out
on the importance of en-
vironmental protection
and climate control. The

Islamic Declaration on
Global Climate Change,
signed by over 70 Mus-
lim leaders and scholars
in 2015, calls on Muslims
to take action to reduce
their carbon footprint
and protect the natural
world. Islam places a
strong emphasis on en-
vironmental protection
and climate control. The
Quran and Hadith pro-
vide guidance on living
sustainably, reducing
waste and excess, and
preserving the natural
world. As the world grap-
ples with the challenges
of climate change, Mus-
lims have a critical role

to play in promoting
sustainable living and
protecting the planet

for future generations.
The writer is an envi-
ronmental Journalist
working for Climate
Change Awareness
through Articles

and News Reports.
Usmanchhere051
@gmail.com

Minister for implementing QAF

to improve education standards

Ahsan Igbal appreciated the contribution of
Pakistani experts residing abroad to national
development under the “Uraan Pakistan” program

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal on Wednesday
stressed the need for the
effective implementation
of the ‘Quality Assurance
Framework(QAF),”  devel-
oped in collaboration with
the Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) and the Brit-
ish Council in 2023, to im-
prove the standards of higher
education in the country.
He expressed these views
during a meeting with Pa-
kistani-American Professor
Mudassar Wyne, who called
on him and discussed mat-
ters related to quality assur-
ance and the improvement of

education standards, accord-
ing to a news release. Fed-
eral Minister for Education
and Professional Training Dr
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui, the
Director of the Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC),
and the Member of the Plan-
ning Commission for Science
& Technology also attended
the meeting. Professor Mu-
dassar Wyne, a quality assur-
ance expert in California who
holds a PhD in Computer Sci-
ence, highlighted the princi-
ples of quality assurance
recognized by the American
Board of Engineering and
Technology. Ahsan Igbal ap-
preciated the contribution
of Pakistani experts residing

abroad to national develop-
ment under the “Uraan Paki-
stan” program. He proposed
forming a “Premier League
Group” consisting of the top
10 universities to transform
Pakistani universities in line
with global standards, which
would establish linkages
with leading universities
worldwide. The Planning
minister said the Quality
Assurance Framework, de-
veloped for Pakistani univer-
sities in collaboration with
HEC and the British Council
in 2023, was not only ideal
for improving educational
standards but also catered
to the unique needs of the
country’s education system.

NUST, SWGQG raise funds
for deserving students

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The NUST,
in collaboration with the
Saturday Welfare Group
(SWG), organized its annual
fundraiser at the residence
of Mr. Jahngir Anwar Shaikh
in DHA, Karachi This fully
sponsored event by SWG
successfully raised funds to
cover the annual tuition fees
for over 100 zakat-eligible
students at NUST. With an

average annual fee of Rs.
350,000 per student—sig-
nificantly lower than that of
other universities of similar
caliber—NUST continues to
gain recognition as a premier
institution in Pakistan. SWG
is led by Mr. Danish Aman,
a prominent philanthropist
and Chairman of the Paki-
stan Tanners Association
(South Zone). He is support-
ed by Mr. Zahid Hameed, a
leading textile industrialist,
Chairman CSR Committee

of KATI Together, their ef-
forts have made a profound
impact on ensuring higher
education accessibility for
deserving students The
event’s Hosting Committee
included notable members
such as M/s Jahangir Anwar
Shaikh, Saad Anwar Shaikh,
Aurangzeb Anwar Shaikh,
Farhan Ashrafi, Fahad Ilyas
Nainitalwala, Shahjahan An-
war Shaikh, and Abdullah
Akhtar, along with M/s Dan-
ish Aman and Zahid Hameed.

Ministry of Federal Education and Professional

Training Project Management Unit

INVITATION TO BID

The Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training through Project Management
Unit are inviting sealed bids from the contractors duly enlisted with Pakistan Engineering
Council (PEC) in appropriate category & having valid PEC license for the works as detailed

at12.00 noon

9/24

f=2)
o
=
=3
o

below:
Date and Date and
NIT Cost Time Time
Name of work 0 of receiving | of opening
of tenders of
on EPADs tenders
1 |LOT-l Basement (Cafeteria,
Prayer Hall, Day care 24,405,484 | 1,220,274
Center) 28-01-2025 [28-01-2025
2 |LOT-Il Servant Quarters | 25,712,360 | 1,285,618 11.335 12‘0;‘
LOT-Il Bus Shade 10,250,000 | 512,000 oam | 1edonoon
4 [LOT-IV Car Parking Fiber 4841672 | 242,084
Shed
Conditions:

1. The firms may apply who fulfill the criteria mentioned in the Bid document available in
the office of Project Engineer and on EPADS at (www.eprocure.gov.pk). Last date for

submission of applications is tabulated above. No bid will be received after closing
time. Manual submission without submission on EPADs is not allowed

2. The interested firms should submit in the Technical Envelop duly stamped signed
having the name of the firm, address(s), signature of representative, valid enlistment /
renewal of firm with PEC (having relevant category and codes), tax registrations &
Completion certificate of similar nature of work done during last 5 years. The details of
the submissions are given in the bidding document.

3. The owner of the firm should submit the application and collect the tender by himself. In
case of authorized person, authority letter (regarding the particular work) in favor of the
person deputed on the letter pad of the firm is required along-with copy of CNIC. This
shall be uploaded in the technical envelop. Details of sub- mission are available in the
bidding document. If any contractor wants to participate in tender opening pro- cess
through their representative, they should issue authority letter on letter head pad of the
firm depicting complete valid address & contact numbers along with attested copy of
CNIC this shall be presented at the time of opening of the bid.

4. The Bid Security shall be in the form of Call Deposit bearing Name of Firm in favor of
Project Director, Federal Government College of Home Economics & Management
Sciences, Islamabad (FGCHEMS) F-11/1 from local scheduled Bank of Islamabad in
the technical envelop. Without call deposit the firms shall be rejected in the technical
evaluation stage. Cash / cheque willnot be accepted.

5. The contractor will submit the documentary evidence as per instructions in the bidding
documents, without which tender will be liable for rejection.

6. Procuring Agency may reject all bids or proposals at any time prior to acceptance of bid
or proposal. The Procuring Agency shall upon request communicate, to any supplier or
contractor who submitted a bid or proposal, but is not required to justify those grounds.

7. The bidding shall be conducted in line with the procedure prescribed under Public
Procurement Rules 2004, e-Pak Procurement Regulations, 2023 and any Regulations,
Regulatory Guides, Procurement Guidelines or Instructions issued by the Authority
(from time totime), andis opento all potential bidders registered in the EPADS.

8. The electronic bids prepared in accordance with the instructions prescribed in the
electronic bidding documents must be submitted through EPADS on or before 11.30
am 28th January 2025. Electronic bids will be opened by using EPADS on the same day

9. Pre—Bid meeting is scheduled on 17th January 2025 for clarification and details are
mentioned in the bid document

(Engr. Aaroon Joshua Das)

Project Director, Project Management Unit (PMU) Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional Training 1st Floor, Pakistan Manpower Institute,
Khayaban-e-Suharwardy, G-7/1, Islamabad pmumofept@gmail.com
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan (1 f CUBA
Revolution Day
Jan 01 [ Palestine
Palesting Revolulion Day
Jan 01 / Sudan
National Dy

Jan 4 |/ Myanmar
Independence Day

Jan 06 [ Irag
Armed Forees Day

Jan 12 | Tanzania
Armed Forces Day

lan 14/ Uzbekistan
Armed Forces Day
Jan 15 [/ Nigeria

Armed Forces Day

Jan 20/ Mah
Armed Forees Day

Jan 20 / Laos
Armed Forces Day

lan 25 | Thailand
Armed Forces Day

Jan 26 ( Australia
Nitional Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott......... 051- 2826121
Monal............ 0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

| 7 I

L — 5 ¢
HOF O s
Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

L ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092
& i o=
J l |4 . el
il T e
T S |
A — l.z...—'lm et |
Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

‘g{ .’i‘*i q- b

269 25
o

Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 922133443
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Child abuse cases to get
justice within 6 months

Syeda Iftikhar expressed her gratitude to all political parties for their support of the
bill, emphasizing that it is a collective effort prioritizing child safety and justice,
rather than a political maneuver

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Member of National Assembly
(MNA) Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar
thanked all political parties on
Wednesday for backing the ‘Sep-
arate Child Courts Bill’, which
will ensure swift justice in child
abuse cases within six months in
a child-friendly environment.

In an interview with a private
news channel, MNA Syeda
Nosheen Iftikhar has introduced

separate child courts aimed at
providing faster resolution for
child abuse cases, ensuring
justice is served within six
months in a specialized and
supportive court environment.
Syeda Iftikhar expressed her
gratitude to all political parties
for their support of the bill,
emphasizing that it is a col-
lective effort prioritizing child
safety and justice, rather than
a political maneuver.

A new bill aims to expedite
justice for child abuse victims
by establishing separate child

courts, she said, adding, one
key provision is that decisions
in rape cases involving chil-
dren must be made within six
months, significantly speeding
up the justice process. Ac-
cording to Syeda Nosheen Ift-
ikhar, who presented the bill,
this change will help ensure
timely justice for victims and
reduce the emotional toll of
prolonged legal proceedings.
This move is especially cru-
cial given the alarming rise in
child abuse cases in Pakistan,
with over 5,398 cases report-

ed in the last five years alone,
she highlighted. She empha-
sized the importance of rural
parents taking their children’
s experiences seriously and
reporting cases of trauma, as
this is crucial for their recov-
ery. By doing so, parents can
help their children overcome
the trauma and heal faster. It
is essential for parents to be
supportive and create a safe
environment where their chil-
dren feel comfortable opening
up about their experiences.
Nosheen Iftikhar emphasized

the crucial role media can play
in raising awareness about the
importance of distinguishing
between “bad touch” and “good
touch”. She urged media outlets
to disseminate detailed informa-
tion and educational content to
help children, parents and car-
egivers understand the differ-
ences and recognize the warn-
ing signs of abuse.

By doing so, media can contrib-
ute significantly to preventing
child abuse and promoting a saf-
er environment for children, she
added.

US envoy pays farewell call
on Petroleum minister

ISLAMABAD: The US ambassador to Pakistan Donald Blome made a farewell call on Federal minister for Petroleum
Dr Musadik Malik in his office today. Federal Minister expressed well wishes for the ambassador and congratulated
him on completing his tenure in Pakistan. Pakistan values its relationship with United States, remarked Federal
Minister. Ambassador Blome played his role in strengthening the relationship. Both sides expressed their desire to
further strengthen the bilateral relations.—DNA
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CDA chief for E monitoring of
housing societies uplift work

ISLAMABAD: A meeting regarding private housing societies was held on Wednesday under the chairmanship of Chair-
man CDA, Mr. Muhammad Ali Randhawa, at the CDA Headquarters. The meeting was attended by Member Planning,
Member Estate, and senior officers of the Planning Wing. During the meeting, Chairman CDA was given a detailed brief-
ing on the restructuring of the Housing Societies Directorate and various matters related to private housing societies.
The meeting was apprised that the process of issuing notices on account of violations within private housing societies has
already been initiated. Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa, directed that the survey process in all private housing
societies be expedited. He emphasized that development activities within private housing societies should be monitored
using Google and satellite imagery. He further instructed that strict action should be taken against private housing so-
cieties on violations of approved layout plans. Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa stressed that private housing
societies must ensure the transfer of amenities plots to the CDA. He also directed that housing societies should ensure
the provision of basic amenities for welfare of their residents. Furthermore, Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa
instructed that details of illegal housing societies be made available on the CDA website. He also directed that awareness
campaigns regarding illegal housing societies be launched in the media to protect the public from potential losses.

Efforts afoot
to provide relief
to people

- - Awareness banners about ‘Khuli

: Kutcheries’ should be displayed in
the offices of the Commissioner,

Deputy Commissioners and Assistant

Commissioners to spread awareness,

Engineer Aamir Khattak added

RAWALPINDI :Commissioner Rawalpindi Division, Engineer
Aamir Khattak on Wednesday directed the authorities to make
all-out efforts to provide relief to the people.

Chairing a Divisional Coordination Committee (DCC) meet-

ing held here, the Commissioner said that if a complaint is
received about the absence of a Patwari in his Patwar Circle
at any place, the concerned Assistant Commissioner would be
held responsible for it. He directed the Deputy Commission-
ers to submit a list of actions taken against corrupt officers
and officials in Revenue and all other departments within the
next 24 hours. Deputy Commissioner Chakwal took action
against 25 officers and officials of Revenue, Health, Education
and Municipal Corporation during last five months. The Com-
missioner was informed that the officers were suspended and
action was taken against some officials under the PEDA Act.
In Murree, five officials, two of whom were from Revenue and
three from Municipal Corporation, were suspended for their
involvement in irregularities. Engineer Aamir Khattak said
that special solid waste control rooms should be established
under ‘Suthra’ Punjab program in all tehsils. The officers con-
cerned were also directed to ensure presence of solid waste
officers in the control rooms, besides availability of required
machinery, human resources and a plan to achieve the giv-
en target. The Assistant Commissioner concerned should
monitor proper working of the control rooms, Engineer
Amir Khattak said adding, the authorities should also en-
sure that every person is following the prescribed Standard
Operating Procedures.
sentatives should also be included in this program, Engi-
neer Amir Khattak ordered. The Commissioner said that
the cleanliness work under the ownership of the people
should be completed successfully. “Our first priority is to
provide relief to the citizens,”
sioners and Assistant Commissioners should hold ‘khuli
kutcheries,” regularly to provide relief to the people and
address their grievances, he directed.
Awareness banners about ‘Khuli Kutcheries’ should be dis-
played in the offices of the Commissioner, Deputy Commis-
sioners and Assistant Commissioners to spread awareness,
Engineer Aamir Khattak added—DNA

Local residents and public repre-

he added. Deputy Commis-

Youth role
crucialin
atdressing
challenges
of climate
change

ISLAMABAD: Fossil Fuel
and climate change are the
real issues, and there is a
need to take practical meas-
ures to engage youth in
combating these challeng-
es, said Sher Shah Khan,
Founder of Skillistan, a plat-
form dedicated to empow-
ering youth through green
skills and sustainability in
Development  Chronicles
podcast in Islamabad.

Sher Shah Khan discussed
the transformative journey
that led him from working
in the oil and gas industry
to dedicating himself to
fighting for a sustainable
future, said a press release
here on Wednesday. He
said that, back in 2020,
while working in the fos-
sil fuel industry, I realized
that this was the real issue
we needed to confront. He
emphasized the importance
of creating platforms that
equip young people with
skills, especially green
skills, to help them active-
ly engage in combating cli-
mate change. Youth are in
the majority, yet they are
often sidelined. It’s about
more than just bringing
them to the table; they need
to have a real voice, which
is why initiatives like LCOY
Pakistan allow youth to take
center stage and speak out.
Khan also addressed the
challenges of organizing
climate events in Pakistan
due to security concerns,
particularly the difficulties
in bringing international
participants to the country.
Despite the challenges, it is
believed that, we can still
bring global youth together
for networking, learning,
and capacity-building. It's
crucial that we work on
improving the security out-
look so that such events can
take place,” he stated.
Reflecting on his entre-
preneurial journey, Khan
highlighted the risks and
struggles of being an entre-
preneur, especially in the so-
cial impact sector. Entrepre-
neurship is not for the faint of
heart; it requires resilience, a
big heart, and the willingness
to face all challenges head-
on,” Khan shared. “But the
best part is being your own
boss and knowing you're
making a difference.” In his
message to the youth, Khan
encouraged them to pursue
their passions, remain open
to collaboration, and focus on
green skills as the future
of sustainability. “The
world is moving towards
a green transition, and
green skills are at the
forefront of that move-
ment,” he added.—APP

‘Dialogue with PTi to remain unbroken’

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan Siddiqui, a key member of the government’s negotiating committee announced on Wednes-
day that the government will continue talks with PTI uninterrupted, as ordered by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
assured that dialogue with PTI will remain ongoing and reaffirmed the government’s commitment to negotiations.

In an interview with a private news channel, Senator Irfan Siddiqui emphasized the importance of unity among all allied
political parties and stakeholders in holding constructive and fruitful negotiations with PTI. He assured that everyone is
on the same page, committed to pursuing talks without interruption, as directed by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. This
commitment to negotiation is crucial in resolving conflicts and finding mutually beneficial solutions, he added. Senator
Irfan Siddiqui cautioned that the talks between the government and PTI will yield no results unless the PTI submits
formal, written demands. However, he also noted that even if the PTI fails to provide written demands, the talks will still
continue, albeit without any substantial impact, he assured. Responding to a query, Senator Irfan Siddiqui stated that
regardless of any court decisions or punishments, the talks within the constitutional negotiation framework will contin-
ue uninterrupted by external factors. He further mentioned while responding a query that when PML-N leader Nawaz
Sharif appeared in public and released a pigeon, it symbolized peace, adding, additionally, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has consistently emphasized the importance of “Democracy” or “Charter of Democracy,” highlighting the party’s com-
mitment to democratic principles and values. To another question, he said that PML-N is the only party which has only
focused on economy and for sake of this we want peaceful solution instead creating conflict and instability in the country.

Lecture onJ apan’s perspective
on regional i issues held at ISSI

Ambassador AKAMATSU
Shuichi highlighted the long-standing
Japan-Pakistan partnership and ex-
pressed hope for continued collabo-
ration to address regional and global
challenges. He also appreciated ISSI’s
efforts to foster mutual understanding
through scholarly exchanges. Prof.
Dr. KAWASHIMA Shin, in his lecture,
focused on Japan’s modernization and
its evolving role in regional geopolitics.
Highlighting the transformative journey
from the Meiji Restoration to its post-
World War II economic resurgence, he
underscored Japan’s commitment to
peace, democracy, and regional coop-
eration. He reflected on the enduring
partnership between Japan and Paki-
stan, noting the 70th anniversary of
bilateral relations celebrated last year.
Dr. KAWASHIMA emphasized Japan’s
dedication to fostering economic and
cultural ties within the region, reinforc-
ing its role as a proactive contributor to

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The

spective on Regional Issues,”

China-Pakistan
Study Centre (CPSC) at the Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI)
hosted a guest lecture on “Japan’s Per-
deliv-
ered by Prof. Dr. KAWASHIMA Shin,
from the University of Tokyo. Ambas-
sador Akamatsu Shuichi, Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan, also participated
in the event. Director General ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, in his
welcome remarks, highlighted the en-
during friendship between Pakistan
and Japan. He underscored the his-
torical and multifaceted ties between
the two countries, rooted in mutual
respect, shared interests, and com-
mitment to peace and development.
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood also
noted Japan’s prominent role as a
steadfast partner in Pakistan’s devel-

opment journey and stressed growing

collaboration in areas such as trade,
investment, climate change, cultural
and people-to-people exchanges, and
regional stability. He also stressed
the importance of enhanced academ-
ic and policy dialogues and think-tank
collaboration between Pakistan and

Japan.

East Asian stability and prosperity.
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD: Hurriyat
leaders and parties have
paid rich tributes to prom-
inent pro-resistance leader,
Sajjad Ahmad Kenoo on his
martyrdom anniversary to-
day (January 8). According
to Kashmir Media Service,
Sajjad Ahmad Kenu, a resi-
dent of Islamabad district,
was martyred by Indian
forces on January 8, 1996.
Hurriyat leaders and par
ties including jailed leader
Bilal Siddiqi, Maulvi Bashir
Irfani, Farooq Ahmed, Fa-
reeda Bhanji, Dr Musaib
and Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Freedom Party
(DFP) in a joint statement
in Srinagar said martyr
Sajad Ahmad Kenoo was
one of pioneers of present
Kashmir struggle. Martyrs
like him are our real heroes
and their sacrifices will
never be forgotten, they
said. Sajad Shaheed was a
humble person, dedicated
warrior, prolific leader and
a luminous human being.
He was one of the faces of
Kashmiri movement who
till his last breath stood up-
right for the cause and sac-
rificed his life while striving
for it, the statements said.
They said, “The sacrifices
of heroes like Sajad Ahmad
Kenoo can never be forgot-
ten and today when we re-
member his sacrifices and
struggle, we pledge to take
his mission forward with
passion and zeal.” People
of Kashmir are indebted
to the sacrifices of martyrs
and committed to take their
mission forward. These sac-
rifices are enough to awak-
en the conscience of the
world leadership but unfor-
tunately the international
community doesn’t exert
pressure on New Delhi to
resolve the Kashmir dispute,
the statements added.—APP

Around
382,118 job
seekers reg-
istered with

OEC

ISLAMABAD :Around
382,118 job seekers reg-
istered with  Overseas
Employment Corporation
(OEC) an attached de-
partment of Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Develop-
ment (OP&HRD). An offi-
cial source told APP here
on Tuesday, he said that
OEC was established year
1976, as a Public Sector
recruitment agency, regis-
tered as a private limited
company, under Companies
Act, 1913 (now Companies
Act, 2017, Section-42). It
is a Public Sector company
governed under Public Sec-
tor Companies (Corporate
Governance) Rules, 2013
of Securities & Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP). It’s an Autonomous
Body under administrative
control of Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development, he
added. He said that 144,600
emigrants dispatched so
far while 95,692 overseas
returned after completing
their jobs contract from
the different countries. The
source revealed that 25,106
Korean Language trained
candidates, 118 Japanese
language trained candidates
and 200 IELTS trained
nurses were also registered
with OEC. Pakistan, the
sixth most populous coun-
try of the world, possess-
es highly skilled, skilled/
semi-skilled and unskilled
workforce which can cater
world’s demand in different
skill categories.—APP

NUML, Hunerkada sign MoU
to foster arts, design education

he MoU signifies NUML'’s ongoing efforts to expand its academic landscape and collaborate with
leading institutions to provide students with cutting-edge education and practical exposure

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The National Uni-
versity of Modern Languages
and Hunerkada Islamabad have
entered into a significant partner-
ship to promote arts and design
education. An MoU was signed
today by Brigadier Shahzad Mu-
nir, Director General NUML,
and Syed Jamal Shah, Chairman
of Hunerkada Islamabad, at a for-
mal ceremony held at the NUML
Main campus. The collaboration
aims to establish “Fine Arts”
and “Fashion Design” courses
at NUML, which have already
been approved by the universi-
ty’s Academic Council. Under
the agreement, Hunerkada will
play a pivotal role in designing
and delivering these courses.
This includes developing course
outlines that align with NUML’s
academic standards and providing
experienced faculty to ensure a
high-quality learning experience.
In addition to academic develop-
ment, the partnership emphasizes
career opportunities for NUML
students and alumni. Hunerkada
will facilitate internships, place-
ments, and job opportunities in
the arts, design, and corporate
sectors, bridging the gap between
education and industry. During
the signing ceremony, Syed Jamal
Shah highlighted the importance
of fostering creativity and inno-

-

vation in higher education and
commended NUML's commit
ment to diversifying its academic
offerings. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Brigadier Shahzad Munir
expressed enthusiasm about the
collaboration, noting, “This part-

b 2

nership with Hunerkada is a mile-
stone in NUML's journey towards
providing world-class education in
arts and design. It will not only en-
hance the creative potential of our
students but also open new doors
for their professional growth.”

- 4 -
Following the ceremony, Syed Ja-
mal Shah also met with the Rector
NUML, Major General (R) Shahid
Mehmood Kayani HI(M). The two
discussed the long-term vision of
the partnership, emphasizing its po-
tential to revolutionize arts educa-
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tion and strengthen Pakistan’s cre-
ative industries. The MoU signifies
NUML’s ongoing efforts to expand
its academic landscape and collab-
orate with leading institutions to
provide students with cutting-edge
education and practical exposure.

RIUJ condemns delaying tactics
by PJHF and Punjab govt

DNA

ISLAMABAD : Rawalpindi
Islamabad Union of Journal-
ist has strongly condemned
the delaying tactics by the
Punjab Journalist Housing
Foundation and Punjab
government in granting the
processions of the plots al-
lotted to two senior journal-
ists in Media Town Rawal-
pindi by the then Punjab
government as their plots
had been encroached by
an influential figure in con-
nivance with the PJHF and
Punjab government.

The two senior journalists,
Muhammad Asghar and
Abdul Latif Chaudhry, as-
sociated with prestigious
media organizations had ap-
pealed to the interim chief
minister Mohsin Naqvi and
CM Punjab Maryam Nawaz
to intervene and ensure
justice and to give the right
of the two journalists. Even
the directives of Mr Naqvi
were ignored by the con-
cerned authorities.

Tarig Usmani, President

RIUJ, General Secretary
Rizwan Ghilzai and execu-
tive council also demand-
ed a top level inquiry into
the malpractices, allegedly
done by the concerned
authorities in the affairs of
Media Town Rawalpindi and
bring the responsible to jus-
tice. Justice Jawad Hassan of
Lahore High Court Rawalpin-
di Bench Justice Hassan on
December 23, while hearing
petitions of senior journal-
ists Muhammad Asghar and
Abdul Latif filed against the
encroachments of their plots
334/A and 335/A allotted to
them in Rawalpindi press
club cooperating housing
Society (Media Town) by the
then government of Punjab
in 2009, has directed the
Assistant Advocate General
to ensure the presence of
responsible officers from
Punjab Journalist Housing
Foundation and Punjab gov-
ernment along with relevant
record within ten days of
resumption of courts after
winter vacations.

According to advocate Saeed
Yousaf Khan, counsel for

the petitioners, the Punjab
Journalist Housing Founda-
tion and Media Town man-
agement in connivance with
some journalists allegedly
encroached the allotted plots
to the two senior journalists
in order to compensate an
influential figure.

The Rawalpindi bench of the
Lahore High Court has also
called the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Assistant Commis-
sioner and the concerned
SHO to give possession of
their plots to the allottees
on a writ petition against
the change in the layout plan
of the plots allotted to two
senior journalists in Media
Town. The petitioner’s law-
yer Saeed Yousaf Khan told
the court that after allotting
plots to their clients and giv-
ing them possession in the
record, the layout plan was
changed and Muhammad
Asghar’s plot number 334/A
and Latif Chaudhry’s plot
number 335/A were deleted
and their land was made part
of other plots and now the
matter is being unnecessar-
ily prolonged. Respondents

(PJHF) and Punjab govern-
ment took the stand that
more time should be given
in this matter. We are bound
by the order of the Housing
Foundation and will get pos-
session back. Assistant Advo-
cate General Punjab said that
talks have been held with the
concerned secretary and
a solution to this issue will
be found soon and the pos-
session of the plots will be
given to the allottees, on
which the learned judge,
along with the above or-
der, fixed the case for
hearing in the first week
immediately after the
court holidays. It should
be noted that the Me-
dia Town Management
illegally changed the
layout plan by mak-
ing the plots of senior
journalists Muham-
mad Asghar and Latif
Chaudhry part of other
plots, which has put both
journalists in a painful
situation for the last 15
years, having to approach
various forums to obtain
their rights.
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ISLAMABAD :United Busi-
ness Group (FPCCI) Secre-
tary General Zafar Bakhta-
wari stated that cooperation
and unity within the business
community are essential to
stabilize Pakistan’s economy.
He emphasized that business-
es and personal brands should
be built with hard work and
integrity. He expressed these
views while addressing the
Islamabad Chamber of Small
Trade and Small Industries
(ICSTSI) during his recent vis-
it. Zafar Bakhtawari congratu-
lated the newly elected Chair-
man of the Founders Group

of ICSTSI, Saqib Abbasi, and
presented him with a bouquet.
Acting President ICCI Nasir
Mahmood Chaudhry, Acting
Vice President Raja Naveed
Akhtar Satti, Executive Com-
mittee members Zulgarnain
Abbasi, Roheil Anwar Butt,
Malik Mohsin Khalid, former
Executive Member Imtiaz
Abbasi, Imran Bukhari, Tahir
Abbasi, and Nisar Mirza were
also present. Upon their arriv-
al at ICSTSI, Qazi Ilyas, Rao
Javed, Sardar Zaheer, Sajid
Igbal, Rizwan Siddiqui, and
others warmly welcomed the
delegation led by Zafar Bakht-
awari. In his speech, Zafar
Bakhtawari paid tribute to the
services of Taj Abbasi and Qazi
Ilyas and extended his best

Unity among
businessmen must:

wishes to Saqib Abbasi and
Owais Satti. He stressed the
importance of creating unity
to make traders role models.
“We must unite; only then will
our voice be heard. We need
to work together to improve
our country’s economy,” he
said. He praised ICSTSI for
consistently working for the
betterment of the business
community and congratulat-
ed Saqib Abbasi on becom-
ing the new Chairman of the
Founders Group, expressing
hope that he would play a vital
role in the chamber’s growth.
Saqib Abbasi, in his address,
stated that the primary goal
is to promote unity within the
business community. “As we
embark on this new journey,

Zafar

it is essential to understand
that only through collective ef-
forts can we progress towards
success and development. As
business leaders, it is our duty
to create opportunities for
others and grow together,” he
said. He thanked Zafar Bakhta-
wari for visiting their chamber
and offering valuable words
and support. He also acknowl-
edged the remarkable leader-
ship of Qazi Ilyas during his
tenure and expressed commit-
ment to carrying forward the
legacy built on his hard work.
ICSTSI's outgoing Chairman,
Founders Group Qazi Ilyas,
highlighted the importance
of hard work and cooperation
among chamber members in
his speech.

Pakistan becoming key exporter of
farm products, machinery: Zahid

Pakistan
launches climate
change courses

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has taken a significant step to-
ward combating the effects of climate change with the
launch of specialized climate change courses under the
Faculty Development Program. The initiative, spear-
headed by the Global Climate-Change Impact Studies
Centre (GCISC), was inaugurated here at a workshop.
The event brought together faculty members, research-
ers, and climate experts to discuss strategies for building
resilience and fostering sustainable development. Speak-
ing at the event, Muhammad Arif Goheer, Executive Di-
rector of GCISC, emphasized Pakistan’s vulnerability to
climate change. “The increasing frequency and intensity
of floods, droughts, rising temperatures, and glacier melt
pose grave threats to agriculture, water resources, and
livelihoods,” Goheer noted. He stressed the importance
of equipping future leaders with the knowledge and skills
to address these challenges. The workshop unveiled six
new courses developed in collaboration with the Univer-
sity of Kassel, the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research (PIK), and GIZ Pakistan, with funding from
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ). These courses are designed
to address various dimensions of climate change, rang-
ing from governance and gender to sustainable develop-
ment and agriculture. The courses include, Ecosystem
Services and Climate Change, Climate Data, Models,
and Observation, Climate-Resilient Agriculture and Food
Systems with a Focus on Health and Nutrition, Gender,
Climate Change, and Disaster, Sustainable Development
in a Changing Climate and Climate Change Governance:
Theory, Practice, and Emerging Frontiers. The first
phase of the program highlights three specialized cours-
es: “Navigating Climate Data,” “Qualitative Methods for
the Study of Climate Change,” and “Climate Finance Fun-
damentals for Low- and Middle-Income Countries.—DNA

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting eight operations
managed to recover 65.928
kg drugs worth Rs 10 mil-
lion and arrested seven
accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here
on Wednesday. He informed
that 1.4 kg hashish was re-
covered from a suspect
rounded up near a bus stop
in Islamabad. 30 intoxicated
tablets were recovered from
two suspects arrested near
Bahria Town, Islamabad.
The arrested suspects con-
fessed to selling drugs to
the students of educational
institutions. 112 grams ice
was recovered from a parcel
sent to Maldives through a
courier office in Islamabad.
In an operation, 3.6 kg
opium and 48 kg hashish
were recovered near F/17
Society in Islamabad. ANF
conducted a raid in Gwadar
Balochistan and seized 6 kg
ice from a suspect. 2 kg her-
oin hidden in a vehicle was
recovered on M-2 Islamabad
and a suspect was arrested.
1.8 kg hashish hidden in a
motorcycle near Igbal Sha-
heed Toll Plaza Attock was
seized in an operation and
an accused was arrested.
3 kg ice was recovered from
secret cavities of a vehicle
near Baleli Quetta and an
Afghan national was arrested
during the operation. Cases
have been registered against
the arrested accused under
the Narcotics Control Act
and further investigations are
under process.—APP

Railways
leases 14,893
acres of land
through open

competition

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Railways has leased out
around 14,893 acres of its
land to private individuals

and various government
departments under an
open competition policy

to generate revenue. An
official from the Ministry
of Railways told APP that
the leasing process is be-
ing done according to the
Pakistan Railway Property
& Land Rules-2023,” which
were approved by the Fed-
eral Cabinet. Out of the
total leased land, around
11,074 acres have been allo-
cated to private individuals
through open competition
for agricultural, commer-
cial, and stacking purposes,
while 3,819 acres have been
leased to different govern-
ment departments. To a
question, the official said
Pakistan Railways has in-
tensified efforts to reclaim
approximately 13,972 acres
of land, worth billions of
rupees, which is currently
under illegal occupation
by private individuals
and various government
departments across the
country.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: The Chairman of
National Business Group Paki-
stan, the President of the Pakistan
Businessmen and Intellectuals Fo-
rum, the President of All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, the Chairman
of the FPCCI Advisory Board, and
the President and former provin-
cial minister, Mian Zahid Hussain,
said on Wednesday that SIFC’s fo-
cus on agricultural development is
yielding promising results which is
commendable. He said that SIFC
is striving to develop Pakistan’s
agriculture according to its po-
tential, which includes increasing
agricultural production, exports,
value addition, and exports of ag-
ricultural machinery. Mian Zahid
Hussain said that efforts are being
made to increase the agricultural
area by developing uncultivated
lands to increase production. At
the same time, modern methods

are also being adopted, and water
scarcity is being managed. Talking
to the business community, the vet-
eran business leader said that the
export of tractors to Tanzania, an
important country in East Africa is
encouraging development. Neigh-
boring countries would also buy
Pakistani tractors from Tanzania.
The business leader said that SIFC
has played a fundamental role in
this matter, and attention is paid to
the production, quality, and export
of rice. In 2024, rice exports to
Saudi Arabia alone have increased
by 25 percent, while total exports
have reached four billion dollars,
which are planned to increase to
five billion dollars in 2025. In this
regard, focus is being placed on
better seeds, research, efficient
cultivation, and production meth-
ods. He informed that innovation is
being adopted to maintain compet-

itiveness in the international rice
market. Mian Zahid Hussain said
that Pakistan’s agricultural system
is being improved, and a foothold
is being established in the global
market. The future of agriculture in
Pakistan is bright because SIFC is
making every possible effort in this
regard. Our agricultural production
accounts for more than 23 percent
of the country’s GDP, and our in-
dustry also depends on the farm
sector. More than $10 billion in for-
eign exchange is earned in the form
of exports from the cotton obtained
from the agricultural sector, while
India and China are earning more
foreign exchange by 3 to 4 times
by value addition of cotton. Mian
Zahid Hussain said that Pakistan is
the fourth largest cotton producer
in the world, fifth in milk produc-
tion, sixth in wheat and sugarcane
production, eleventh in rice produc-

tion, sixteenth in meat production,
and fourth largest producer of apri-
cot production. However, we are far
behind in processing, packaging,
and value addition resulting in a lot
of wastage. The country has limited
means for water shortage, expen-
sive agricultural inputs, and poor
seed quality are also matters of
concern. Mian Zahid Hussain
said that Pakistan has the best
canal system in the world. Still,
much water is wasted before it
reaches the fields. Due to the
increasing use of pesticides
and other chemicals, the water
salinity problem is becoming se-
rious, so there is a need to es-
tablish a standard for their use.
Land erosion is a significant
problem in rainfed areas, which
reduces fertility, land area, ag-
ricultural production, forest
area, and water reserves.—DNA
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Israeli ban on UNRWA

U NITED Nations and human rights institutions have warned of danger-

ous repercussions of implementing the Israeli decision banning the

operations of the United Nations Work and Relief Agency (UNRWA).
Such a decision, UN officials said, would negatively affect millions of Palestinian
refugees in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. “As time
passes by, imposing a dangerous resolution concerning the agency becomes
closer,” Juliette Touma, communications director for the UN’s agency for Pal-
estine refugees, warned in press statements last Saturday, affirming that the
ban will go in effect soon. Touma asserted that once the ban comes in effect,
the agency will not be able to provide essential services for millions of Palestinian
refugees in Gaza Strip, West Bank, and in East Jerusalem. The UN official pointed
out that there is no way to replace UNRWA at the moment, stressing that the Israeli
Knesset must reconsider its decision to suspend the agency’s operations. Mean-
while, Ali Hweidi, the general director of Association 302 to Defend Refugees Rights
said that the ban is set to come into effect on the 28th of January 2025. “So far, there
is no executive resolution to suspend the agency’s operations in the Gaza Strip,
West Bank, or other districts,” Hweidi told our correspondent. He also pointed out
that the agency is still fulfilling its roles, adding that there is no sufficient informa-
tion about how the occupation state will deal with alternatives of the UNRWA. “The
agency will not be able to resume its work in the regions under the Israeli control
as all its offices and bank accounts inside Israel will be closed,” Hweidi underlined,
pointing out that the occupation has been deliberately targeting the agency which
provides basic services for about 5.9 million Palestinians. “The Israeli ban on the
agency under the current harsh circumstances will definitely result in dangerous
human consequences,” Hweidi affirmed, stressing that the ban will aggravate the
suffering of the refugees especially in the Gaza Strip, who are fully dependent on
utterly inadequate amounts of aid allowed across the border. Hweidi also warned
that the decision to close UNRWA aims at closing the file of Palestinian refugees in
general and abolish the right of return. He called on the international community
and human rights institutions to stop the ongoing violations against the Palestinian
refugees, affirming the importance of popular movements and media and diplomatic
pressure on decision makers in the UN in order to support the rights of Palestinian
refugees and provide protection to the agency. In this context, New York Times
newspaper reported that UN officials warned of the catastrophic repercussions of
the ban on the agency in Gaza and the West Bank, which would lead to a complete
suspension of the agency’s operations in these regions. A UN official stated that
aid workers’ movement within Gaza must be coordinated with Israel, warning
that the employees’ lives will be endangered and the relief operations will be
difficult if the ban is fully enforced. For his part, the Humanitarian and Resident
Coordinator, Jaime McGoldrick, responsible for overseeing UN humanitarian
operations in the West Bank, said in a press statement that if the Israeli aim
is to stop us from saving lives, the motives and ultimate goal of this ban must
be questioned. McGoldrick highlighted that the agency’s operations in Gaza
and the West Bank constitute the artery of the lives of millions of Palestinian
refugees who completely depend on the basic UNRWA services.
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A conservative
Canadian PM

USTIN Trudeau came to power promising to extend economic links with
China. The Canadian prime minister has announced his resignation amid the
worst bilateral relations between the two countries in decades. Much of it has
een beyond his control, as Washington has demanded Western allies to fall in line
in its intensifying rivalry with Beijing. But Trudeau and his ministers contributed
to the deteriorating relations by their own inept handling, chief of which was Canada’s
controversial arrest of Huawei Technologies’ No 2, Meng Wanzhou, in late 2018 at the re-
quest of the Americans for extradition. With plummeting popularity in repeated surveys
as many Canadians face worsening costofliving and housing crises, along with a labour
market as bad as during the Covid-19 pandemic, calls for his resignation even within his
own Liberal Party could no longer be ignored or denied. It didn’t help that incoming
US president-elect Donald Trump kept calling him Governor Trudeau and Canada the
51st state of the United States, making him look even weaker. Trudeau will stay in place
until the next Liberal Party leader is chosen. The Liberals will have to move fast as the
opposition - the Conservative Party and the leftist New Democrats — are threatening
to bring down the government, which could happen in the next two months. The care-
taker prime minister will need to quickly establish his or her appeal to Canadian voters
before the next federal election. The latest poll this week sees the Conservatives, led by
Pierre Poilievre, leading by at least 24 percentage points over both the Liberals and New
Democrats. Poilievre, the kind of brash rightist leader that Trump likes, has been
building support momentum with voters, with his news media allies practically treat-
ing him as the next prime minister. It’s hard to see the new Liberal leader being able
to close the wide polling gap before the next federal election, at least not with the four
likely contenders being mentioned. Dominic LeBlanc, the minister of both finance and
intergovernmental affairs, and a long-time party insider, and Foreign Minister Melanie
Joly are Trudeau loyalists and so may be too tainted for voters. Chrystia Freeland, whose
resignation last month as finance minister and deputy prime minister was widely seen
as a repudiation of her boss and one-time close ally, is a strong contender. She is a hawk
on Russia and is likely to be even more openly hawkish against China if chosen as party
leader. Mark Carney, the former governor of both the Bank of Canada and the Bank of
England, is widely respected by the international finance and investment community.
But his talent as a political leader is untested, and he is exactly the kind of technocrat
that Trump disdains. He may be the most pragmatic with China over bilateral economic
relations. Poilievre, the Conservative leader, may be Canada’s “Tariff Man”, the mon-
iker that Trump has assigned to himself. Following the US lead, the Trudeau gov-
ernment has already slapped a 100 per cent tariff on Chinese electric vehicles and a
25 per cent tariff on Chinese steel and aluminium products. But Poilievre has called
for extending high duties to other critical minerals and products from China. Highly
critical of Trudeau’s unpopular carbon tax, he wants to sell much more oil and
gas to the US. Like Trump, he wants to reduce government bureaucracy and cut
taxes on sales of new homes and, of course, the carbon tax, but not corporate
tax. He too is no fan of foreign aid.

USA and Europe: Preparing to deport Muslims

Qamar Bashir

These extremist opinions
promote division and
sow discord in societies
worldwide, exacerbating
tensions and conflicts.
Elon Musk amplified
Donald Trump’s sarcastic
remarks about Prime
Minister Trudeau, which
had previously caused
controversy, suggesting
Canada could become the
51st state of the United
States. Musk has also
made other provocative
statements, including a
tweet insinuating

views on Islam and Muslim immigrants, stating,

“Look at Paris. Look at London. Europe is no
longer recognizable. I will never let that happen to
the United States of America. There is unbelievable
hatred against us in Islam, and we have to be very
vigilant; we have to be very careful. We cannot al-
low people to come to our country who harbor this
hatred of the United States.” Since Elon Musk took
over Twitter and rebranded it as X, the platform has
shifted from being a space for balanced discourse
to a tool increasingly used for political, religious,
and propaganda purposes, spreading hatred, racial
animosity, and extremist views. These extremist
opinions promote division and sow discord in socie-
ties worldwide, exacerbating tensions and conflicts.
Elon Musk amplified Donald Trump’s sarcastic re-
marks about Prime Minister Trudeau, which had
previously caused controversy, suggesting Canada
could become the 51st state of the United States.
Musk has also made other provocative statements,
including a tweet insinuating the annexation of
Greenland by the United States and another propos-
ing a merger of the United Kingdom with the U.S.
In yet another controversial tweet, Musk called for
the King to dissolve the British Parliament over its
alleged failure to address sex grooming gangs. Em-
boldened by the momentum generated by figures
like Trump and Elon Musk, particularly through X,
the platform now serves as a channel for selective
and biased hateful material. This skewed propagan-
da is gaining traction, generating significant pres-
sure to push governments toward decisive actions
against Muslims, including deportation. The target-
ed rhetoric against Islam and Muslims, often rooted
in misrepresentation and prejudice, poses a severe
threat to social harmony and the rights of individu-
als with origins in Islamic countries. Encourged by
Elon Musk and Trump, Geert Wilders, a leader of
the Dutch Party for Freedom (PVV), used X to prop-
agate his hateful five-step plan to address the “Islam-
ization” of the Netherlands, reflecting his staunchly
critical stance on Islam. His plan includes acknowl-
edging Islam as incompatible with Dutch society,
closing borders to immigrants from Muslim-major-
ity countries, dismantling Islamic institutions such

EN his latest interview, Trump expressed his

as mosques and schools, jailing or deporting Mus-
lims who threaten violence, and refusing to give in
to threats or intimidation from Islamist groups. He
also proposed the publication of Cartoon portray-
ing Mohammad (PBUH). France has implemented
stringent measures to regulate religious movements
perceived as “cults,” primarily through the About-
Picard Law of 2001. This law enables the dissolution
of organizations deemed a threat to public order or
individual freedoms and prosecutes leaders for of-
fenses like fraud, psychological manipulation, or
abuse. These laws unfairly stigmatize minority
religions and restrict religious freedoms, often
targeting smaller or newer movements. Germany
employs sect filters to monitor and restrict mi-
nority religious groups, most notably the Church
of Scientology, citing concerns about their an-
ti-democratic tendencies. These filters are used
in employment, where job applicants, especially in
businesses tied to government contracts, must de-
clare they have no affiliation with targeted groups.
Similar requirements exist in the public sector,
including schools and civil service roles. Under
Elon Musk’s leadership, X has increasingly be-
come a platform amplifying hate speech. This shift
has provided fertile ground for hateful commentary
and propaganda, emboldening extremists to spread
venom against Muslims and their faith. Numerous
comments highlight this disturbing trend, reflecting
deeply entrenched animosity. One user stated: “We
want freedom, and it is our duty to speak out against
rape, against grooming gangs, against Sharia law,
against barbarism. Another added: “ GET RID OF
THIS AWFUL MUSLIM LONDON MAYOR SADIQ
KHAN; he is the reason for all this.” The rhetoric es-
calates with blatantly racist remarks such as: “Let’s
get RACE out of politics! WHITE COUNTRIES for
WHITE PEOPLE! You can’t Make America (or Eu-
rope) GREAT Again unless you Make America (and
Europe) WHITE Again!” Others propose extreme
measures: “Destroy all mosques in Europe and ban
Islam completely. Ban halal meat with immediate ef-
fect (they will deport themselves). Then, slowly, re-
voke citizenship and visas, deport them in groups.
Freeze bank accounts, benefits, etc., to enforce.”
Some users invoked Geert Wilders’ five-step plan

as a solution, with one warning: “Britain must
start implementing Geert Wilders’ 5-step plan for
Islam; otherwise, Prince William may probably be
the last king of England (if at all), and Bucking-
ham Palace will be converted into England’s (Is-
lamland) Central Mosque. One comment stated:
“Some European countries can see the destruc-
tion of their nation, culture, values, and heritage
by allowing Muslim immigrants to select their
countries.” Asserting: “Anyone who openly seeks
to impose Sharia law on a non-Muslim country is
a TRAITOR and should be treated appropriately.
Sharia would destroy all our hard-won freedoms
and human rights.” This vitriol extends to Mus-
lims in Europe, with one comment demanding:
“Muslims, get out of Holland! Leave for an Islamic
country. The Netherlands is not an Islamic state.
Go to an Islamic country and enjoy Islam.” An-
other cited the necessity of deportation: “Dutch
authorities have no choice but to deport every
Muslim thug who participated in the attack on
peaceful soccer fans in Amsterdam.” This flood of
incendiary comments on X underscores how the
platform has become a vehicle for fueling hatred,
promoting division, and reinforcing dangerous
stereotypes. By providing a space for such views
to flourish unchecked, X risks becoming a catalyst
for real-world discrimination, violence, and soci-
etal fragmentation. Given that Muslims should
be deported from Europe and the USA, Europe-
an powers such as the Netherlands, Britain, and
France had the “legitimate rights to destroy Muslim
societies.” The Dutch controlled Indonesia, a pre-
dominantly Muslim region, for nearly 350 years (ear-
ly 1600s-1949). Britain ruled over Muslim-majority
regions like India, Pakistan, and parts of the Middle
East for almost 200 years, while France dominated
North Africa and parts of the Middle East for over
130 years, with Algeria under its control from 1830
to 1962. They killed over 6.95 million Muslims, leav-
ing behind a legacy of instability, exploiting resources,
dismantling local governance, and leaving many na-
tions impoverished and divided.

— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd) Former
Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC

Democratic regression and autocratization

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

One notable concern
pertains to the
international implications
of this trend. The
global distribution of
liberal democracies
versus autocracies has
exacerbated competition
between regime models
on a global scale.
Governments of eroding
democracies increasingly
challenge the liberal
international order by
abandoning multilateral
frameworks, adopting
counter-hegemonic

HE intensifying pressure on democracy has

emerged as a significant challenge for poli-

cymakers and practitioners, drawing consid-
erable attention from scholars. There is widespread
agreement among experts regarding a global decline
in democratization alongside a rise in autocratization.
The democratization wave that generated substantial
optimism after 1989 began to wane in the mid-2000s,
giving way to what some describe as a “new wave of
autocratization” or “democratic regression”. While
the idea of an autocratization wave remains contest-
ed (Skaaning, 2020), specific aspects warrant deeper
examination. Alarmingly, the decline is not confined
to weakly institutionalized democracies or low-in-
come nations; even consolidated democracies such as
Hungary and Poland EU members with strong mid-
dle-income economies have experienced democratic
regression. More strikingly, large democracies like
India and Brazil, as well as nations traditionally seen
as resistant to such trends, including the United
States, have also shown signs of democratic regres-
sion. The outcomes of these regressions vary, rang-
ing from transitions from liberal to flawed democra-
cies to outright authoritarianism.
One notable concern pertains to the international impli-
cations of this trend. The global distribution of liberal
democracies versus autocracies has exacerbated com-
petition between regime models on a global scale. Gov-
ernments of eroding democracies increasingly challenge
the liberal international order by abandoning multilater-
al frameworks, adopting counter-hegemonic strategies
and either withdrawing from international institutions
or refraining from joining significant international
agreements. Additionally, autocratization is shifting the
balance of global economic power and trade relations,
as countries like India and Turkey align themselves with
authoritarian regimes. The Russian invasion of Ukraine
has further heightened security concerns and increased
awareness among democracies of their vulnerabilities
and dependencies on autocratic states.
The concept of “democratic regression” is pivotal in
understanding this phenomenon. Erdmann and Kneu-
er categorize democratic regression into three forms:
the decline of democratic quality within democracies,
the erosion of democracy into hybrid regimes, and the
breakdown of democracy into outright dictatorship.
These processes are encapsulated under two prima-
ry trajectories: “rapid death” (breakdown) and “slow
death” (loss of democratic quality and erosion). Since
Lust and Waldner’s (2015) seminal work, the notion of

“democratic backsliding” has gained significant traction,
becoming a dominant term for describing the gradual
decline of democracy. A search on Google Scholar re-
veals over 17,700 references to “democratic backslid-
ing” in titles since 2010, with 16,500 of these appear-
ing between 2020 and 2023. Despite its widespread
adoption, the term has faced criticism. Scholars such
as Bogaards (2018) and Lithrmann and Lindberg (2019)
argue that it implies an unintentional or unconscious re-
versal, which may not always align with the intentional
actions observed in many cases of democratic decline.
Moreover, the term suggests a return to a previous
state, which may not accurately describe transitions
from democracy to hybrid or authoritarian regimes with-
out reverting to prior political systems. Alternatively,
the term “democratic erosion” more precisely captures
the gradual and agent-driven processes that undermine
democratic structures. As Kneuer (2021) highlights,
erosion conveys the involvement of an agent (such as
political actors) and a structure (democracy) that is in-
crementally hollowed out, leaving behind a facade of its
former self. This facade is often repurposed to support
illiberal and anti-democratic governance. Although met-
aphors inherently carry ambiguity, “erosion” provides a
clearer depiction of the process’s agents, subjects, and
outcomes than “backsliding.”

A critical task for scholars is to define the starting point
of these processes. Some researchers conceptualize
these changes as “de-democratization,” emphasizing the
movement away from democratic norms. Others prefer
“autocratization,” which Cassani and Tomini (2019) de-
scribe as a “regime change toward autocracy,” encom-
passing shifts from democracy as well as from other re-
gime types. Liihrmann and Lindberg, however, broaden
the scope of autocratization to include processes occur-
ring in both democratic and autocratic contexts. This
broad application has drawn criticism, as it risks con-
flating temporary and contingent losses of democratic
quality with sustained and substantial transformations.
For instance, France’s state of emergency following the
2015 terrorist attacks led to a temporary decline in civil
liberties and democratic quality, as reflected in lower
scores by Freedom House and the Democracy Index.
However, France subsequently regained its status as
a full democracy, demonstrating that not all declines
signal long-term autocratization or democratic erosion.
A more precise approach conceptualizes regime trans-
formation along a democracy-autocracy continuum,
where democratization and autocratization represent
substantial and sustained improvements or declines in

democratic attributes (Maerz et al., 2021). Within this
framework, democratic regression pertains to declines
within democratic regimes, while autocratic deepening
describes further deterioration within autocratic states.
Democratic erosion, therefore, encompasses processes
such as the decline in democratic quality, transitions
from liberal to electoral democracies, and eventual
breakdowns into electoral authoritarian regimes. Dis-
tinguishing between democratic erosion and contingent
losses of quality requires attention to the intentionality
and normative commitments of political actors.

Agency plays a central role in driving democratic ero-
sion. Scholars widely agree that democratic erosion
results from deliberate actions by political leaders
who exploit their control over executive and legislative
branches to alter democratic norms. Leaders such as
Hugo Chdvez, Viktor Orbdn, Recep Tayyip Erdo an,
and others have demonstrated the ability to change the
rules of the game through legal and electoral means,
thereby securing legitimacy while implementing illib-
eral agendas. These “erosion agents” act under three
conditions: possessing the power to enact changes,
the intention to undermine democracy, and the abil-
ity to mobilize support for their agenda. Normative
commitment to democracy is another critical factor.
Mainwaring (2022) emphasizes that the longevity of
democracy often depends on the commitment of po-
litical actors to uphold democratic principles. Erosion
agents, by contrast, lack such commitment, actively
seeking to replace democratic norms with illiberal
and anti-democratic alternatives. Leaders such as
Chdvez openly rejected representative democracy,
portraying it as an outdated and oppressive system,
and sought to establish alternative models like par-
ticipatory democracy. However, these models often
fail to meet the standards of democratic governance,
undermining core principles such as representativeness
and checks and balances. Ultimately, understanding
democratic regression requires distinguishing between
different processes and their underlying causes. While
democratic erosion involves the gradual weakening of
democratic norms and institutions, autocratization sig-
nifies a more profound transformation toward authori-
tarianism. Temporary and contingent declines, as seen
in cases like France, highlight the importance of context
in assessing the trajectory of democratic change. By ex-
amining the actions, intentions, and normative commit-
ments of political actors, scholars can better identify the
drivers of democratic regression and develop strategies
to counteract these trends.
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From Pack 01
These days, the judge added,
a term of ex-servicemen was
used. “These convicts were
not ex-servicemen either.”
“Let’s only use the term of
a citizen,” he said. Justice
Musarrat Hilali opined that
when there was talk about
the trials of civilians in mil-
itary courts, it concerned
those who had carried out
an attack on the Army Pub-
lic School (APS), Peshawar.
“Can the same treatment be
meted out to all civilians?”
she questioned. She remind-
ed Haris that these days the
constitution was not sus-
pended. Justice Mandokhel
remarked that the Pakistan
Army personnel were mar-
tyred on a daily basis. “Our
prayers and sympathies are
with them. But the question
is, why aren’t their cases
brought to military courts?”
The judge asked whether
that civilian who had an-
ti-army views would also
be tried in a military court.
“The question is, which are
the cases which should be
referred to military courts?”
Addressing Haris, Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan said,
“It appears as if you have
not prepared your case.”

Speaker
opens up
on his role...

FroMm Pace 01
opposition desire, he is
willing to arrange an im-
mediate meeting of the
committees. The response
came at the time when
news started circulating
that the political talks were
not moving in right direc-
tion with statements from
the leaders of sides after
the second round of talks.
A delay in issuance of per-
mission to the PTI leaders
to visit Adiala jail to meet
with their party leader for
consultation further added
to the impression. Barrister
Gohar Ali said the founder
has urged for the need of
another sitting. “The talks
will not move ahead if the
visit not being allowed”, he
said. “We are not engaged in
talks for a deal, but for the
sake of the nation and the
country,” PTI leader said.
Barrister Gohar denied the
media talk of Aleema Khan
with regard to house arrest
offer to the PTI’s founder.

PTTI secures
Imran’s
go-ahead...

From Pack 01
linked the prospects of pre-
senting a written charter
of demand with it. The two
sides, after months of a po-
litical tug-of-war, have held
two negotiation sessions
on December 27, 2024
and on January 2, 2025.
However, PTI’s inability to
submit written demands
and meet Khan ended up
casting doubt on the future
of talks as it resulted in a
deadlock with the govern-
ment which has insisted
on the former. During the
last meeting between the
government and the PTI’s
negotiation  committees,
the two sides had decided
that the Khan-founded par-
ty would present its char-
ter of demands in the next
session after meeting the
jailed prime minister. Also,
it was decided that the third
round of talks would be
summoned after the PTI
committee had met Khan.

Talks stalled
as NA...

From Pack 01
the PTI-government talks.
Blasting the former ruling
party, the PM’s aide said
that PTI was spreading the
“narrative of lies” on social
media platforms. Referring
to PTI’s claims about cau-
salities during the Novem-
ber 26 protest and facili-
ties to incarcerated former
prime minister Imran in
Central Jail Rawalpindi, he
said that the Khan-founded
party was spreading false
propaganda  deliberately.
Taking a dig at the PTI,
he said the former ruling
party shared a picture of
a Palestinian ambulance
on social media, claiming
that their supporters were
being killed. The former
security czar said Aleema
Khan — the PTI found-
er's sister — had claimed
that a plan was being pre-
pared to poison the for-
mer prime minister in jail.

New Zealand clinch ODI series
despite Theekshana hat-trick

New Zealand lead the three-match ODI series 2-0

Sprorts DESK

HAMILTON: Sri Lanka spinner MaheeshTh-
eekshana bowled a hat-trick in vain on Wednes-
day as New Zealand clinched the three-match
series with a game to spare with a 113-run
victory in a rain-shortened second ODI. Ra-
chinRavindra (79) and Mark Chapman (62)
smashed attacking half-centuries to power the
hosts to a commanding 2559 after a rain delay
reduced the match to a 37-overs-a-side contest
at Seddon Park. Sri Lanka slumped to 224 in-
side six overs and were eventually bundled out
for 142 in 30.2 overs as New Zealand took an
unassailable 20 lead in the series. “Can’t com-
plain, we opened up pretty well with the bat at
the start,” New Zealand skipper Mitchell Sant-
ner said. “I think it was still very competitive
and we knew we had to bowl well at the start.”
Put in to bat, New Zealand lost Will Young for
16, but player-of-the-match Ravindra and Chap-

man combined in a second wicket stand of
112 to lay the foundations for a big total. Daryl
Mitchell made a run-a-ball 38 but New Zealand
squeezed out only 63 runs from the final 10
overs as Theekshana (4-44) led Sri Lanka’s
fightback. The off-spinner removed Santner
and Nathan Smith with the last two deliveries
of his seventh over. He then returned to dis-
miss Matt Henry with the first ball of his eighth
to become the seventh Sri Lankan bowler to
take an ODI hat-trick. Sri Lanka wobbled
early in their chase after Jacob Duffy struck
twice and touring captain CharithAsalanka
was run out in the fifth over. KaminduMen-
dis struck a brisk 64 before falling to Will O’
Rourke, who claimed 3-31 to lead the rout of
the visitors. “It’s a small ground and it was
a fair pitch. I think bad batting in the power-
play cost us the game,” Asalanka said. New
Zealand will be eyeing a series sweep in the
third ODI in Auckland on Saturday.

PCB relocates tri-nation series

to Lahore and Karachi stadium
PCB also confirmed that preparations for ICC

Champions Trophy 2025 are progressing smoothly

SPORTS REPORTER

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on
Wednesday confirmed the
relocation of the upcoming
trination ODI series, origi-
nally scheduled to take place
in Multan, to the upgraded
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore
and National Bank Stadium
in Karachi. The series, fea-
turing Pakistan, New Zea-
land and South Africa, will
now be played at these two
world-class venues, which
are nearing the completion of
significant upgrades ahead of
the ICC Champions Trophy
2025. The cricket board also
confirmed that preparations
for the highly anticipated ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 are

progressing smoothly, with
the Gaddafi Stadium and
National Bank Stadium near-
ing the final stages of their
extensive upgrades. Both
venues are on track to host
key tournament matches in
2025, with the PCB working
tirelessly to ensure that world-
class standards are met. The
historic Gaddafi Stadium is
undergoing a major overhaul
to provide a modern and
enhanced experience for all
attendees.  The spectator
capacity has been signifi-
cantly increased to 35,000,
with newly installed seat-
ing arrangements ensuring
greater comfort. To improve
broadcast quality, 480 state-of-
the-art LED lights have been
installed to elevate broadcast
LUX levels, offering superior

viewing for audiences world-
wide. Additionally, two mas-
sive digital replay screens,
measuring 80 feet x 30 feet
and 22 feet x 35 feet, will be
added next week to provide
fans with the best in-match
viewing experience. A new
hospitality enclosure for play-
ers and officials is also set to
be completed by January 25.

The PCB plans to inaugu-
rate the revamped stadium
in the last week of January,
marking the beginning of
an exciting new chapter for
the venue. At Karachi’s Na-
tional Bank Stadium, signif-
icant upgrades have been
implemented to ensure an
excellent experience for
both players and fans. A
new hospitality enclosure
for players and officials

has been created at the
University End, while 350
new LED lights have been
installed to enhance the sta-
dium’s broadcast coverage.
This addition will provide
optimal visibility for inter-
national audiences watch-
ing the games. Further-
more, 5,000 new seating
options have been installed,
improving spectator com-
fort throughout the venue.
The Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-
dium, while not undergoing
as extensive renovations
as the other two venues,
is receiving minor touch-
ups. The main focus has
been on the installation of
10,000 new chairs, upgrad-
ing hospitality boxes and
installing two new digital re-
play screens. In addition to

Babar rises, Saud
falls in Test rankings

LAHORE: The ICC Test rankings have brought mixed for-
tunes for players across the cricketing world, with signif-
icant movements in both the batting and bowling charts.
Former Pakistan captain Babar Azam climbed to the 12th
spot in the ICC Test batting rankings after scoring 58 and
81 in the recent series against South Africa, inching closer
to a top-10 position. However, Saud Shakeel slipped five
places to 11th with 724 points, narrowly missing out on
retaining his spot among the elite batters. Mohammad
Rizwan moved up two places to secure the 19th position,
Salman Ali Agha gained one spot to reach 22nd and skipper
Shan Masood leaped to 45th following a series of consist-
ent performances. India’s Rishabh Pant reclaimed his place
in the top 10 Test batters, rising to ninth after scoring 40
and 61 in Sydney. YashasviJaiswal remained steady at No.
4, behind England’s Joe Root (No. 1), Harry Brook (No.
2) and New Zealand’s Kane Williamson (No. 3). Austral-
ia’s Scott Boland achieved a career milestone by entering
the top 10 of the ICC Test bowling rankings for the first
time. His remarkable performance in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, where he took 21 wickets at an average of 13.19,
propelled him to joint-ninth place, climbing an impressive
29 positions. Boland’s match haul of 10 for 86 at the SCG
sealed a 3-1 series victory for Australia and earned him the
Player-of-the-Match award. JaspritBumrah remains the top-
ranked Test bowler with a record 908 rating points, followed
by Pat Cummins at No. 2 and KagisoRabada at No. 3. - DNA

venue enhancements, PCB
curators have been working
relentlessly to maintain the
playing surfaces across the
three venues. Under the su-
pervision of Tony Hemming,
the PCB’s ground staff has
been ensuring that the out-
fields and playing surfaces
remain in pristine condition.
No competitive cricket has
been played in Lahore and
Karachi since the upgra-
dation efforts began, while
Rawalpindi last hosted a
match late last year. This
strategy is in place to pre-
serve the quality of the
playing fields ahead of ma-
jor international events.
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Younis Khan
appointed Afghan
mentor for CT 2025

Younis will join the Afghanistan
team before the tournament

WEB DESK

KABUL: Former Pakistan captain Younis Khan has been
appointed as the mentor for the Afghanistan team for the
upcoming ICC Champions Trophy 2025. The Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) confirmed the development, stating
that Younis will join the team before the tournament, which
is scheduled to take place in Pakistan and Dubai from Feb-
ruary 19 to March 9. “ACB has assigned former experienced
top-order Pakistani player Younis Khan as a mentor for the
Champions Trophy 2025. He [Younis] will join the team
before the event starts in Pakistan,” said ACB spokesman
Sayeed Naseem Sadat. Younis, a veteran of 118 Tests with
10,099 runs, including a career-best 313, is regarded as one
of Pakistan’s finest cricketers. He also led Pakistan to its
first-ever T20 World Cup victory in 2009. Post-retirement,
the 47-year-old transitioned into coaching, serving briefly as
Pakistan’s batting coach and taking up roles with franchises
such as Peshawar Zalmi in the Pakistan Super League (PSL)
and Bangla Tigers in the Abu Dhabi T10 League.

It is pertinent to mention that the upcoming Champions Tro-
phy is slated to take place in Pakistan and Dubai from Febru-
ary 19 to March 9. The countdown for the highly anticipated
ICC Champions Trophy 2025 has begun, with the deadline
for submitting preliminary squads set for January 12. Teams
are required to finalise their initial squads by midnight on
February 11, as the official tournament period begins on
February 12. The eight participating teams will have the
opportunity to make changes to their preliminary squads
without ICC approval until February 11. Notably, the Eng-
land cricket team already announced its final squad for the
tournament, setting the stage for an exciting contest. The
teams are divided into two groups. Group A consists of Pa-
kistan, India, New Zealand, and Bangladesh, while Group B
features Afghanistan, South Africa, England, and Australia.
Hosts Pakistan will open the tournament against New Zea-
land on February 19 in Karachi. The highly anticipated
showdown between arch-rivals Pakistan and India is set for
February 23 in Dubai. England Squad for ICC Men’s Cham-
pions Trophy: Jos Buttler (c), Jofra Archer, Gus Atkinson,
Jacob Bethell, Harry Brook, Brydon Carse, Ben Duckett,
Jamie Overton, Jamie Smith, Liam Livingstone, Adil Rashid,
Joe Root, Saqib Mahmood, Phil Salt, Mark Wood

Liverpool’s Slot wary of Spurs
challenge 1n league semi-final

Both teams have scored more than 40 goals in Premier League

WEeB DESK

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur are a dangerous opponent
and Liverpool will have to work to prevent them from en-
forcing their style of play when the sides meet in a League
Cup semi-inal first-leg clash, manager Arne Slot said on
Tuesday. Liverpool and Spurs employ aggressive and at-
tacking brands of football, with the last match between
the sides in December resulting in a thrilling 6-3 win for
the Merseyside club. With both teams having scored more
than 40 goals in the Premier League, another goalfest
could be on the cards. “We expect before we go into the
game is that two teams have such a clear identity and play-
ing style. Both teams are trying to force that identity to-
wards the other,” Slot told reporters ahead of the match at
the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. “Large parts of the away
game two weeks ago we could show our identity. But they
in large parts showed how good they are. Scoring three
goals against us is a big compliment.” Slot also hinted that
he would shuffle his pack for the match, adding: “If you
look at all the fixtures this season, there’s so many things
going into a line up. It’s going to be a decision made about

what is the best line up for tomorrow. “In my opinion the
best line up might be ones who don’t start a lot... Maybe
some of those players will play tomorrow. Maybe players
who have played a lot will play.” Arne Slot added that mid-
fielder Dominik Szoboszlai, who has been dealing with
illness, was unlikely to start the semi-final tie.

The Dutch manager also once again defended Trent Alex-
ander-Arnold, after the right back drew some criticism from
pundits for his performance in their 2-2 draw with Manches-
ter United amid reports of a move to Real Madrid. “I think
we were all disappointed, not only Trent. We were all disap-
pointed,” Slot said. “Parts of our game we weren’t completely
happy with. It wasn’t only Trent, there were more things we
could have done better. Trent didn’t play his best game, but
some others also didn’t play their best. “If you play 50, 60
games in a season, one of them won’t be your best perfor-
mance. Maybe we should highlight these players are playing
so well despite playing two games in a week.” Alexander-Ar-
nold is part of a trio of key players including top scorer Mo-
hamed Salah and captain Virgil van Dijk whose contracts are
nearing an end, but Slot shot down any suggestion that the
uncertainty was affecting the players on the pitch.

IGC gives SCGG pitch a ‘satisfactory rating

This rating contrasts with the other four BGT venues which were all given a 'very good' rating

WEeB DESK

SYDNEY: The Sydney Cricket Ground
(SCG) pitch, used for the recent fifth and
final Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
clash, has been rated ‘satisfactory’ by the
International Cricket Council (ICC). This
rating contrasts with the other four BGT
venues—Optus Stadium in Perth, Adelaide
Oval, the Gabba in Brisbane and the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground (MCG)—which
were all given a ‘very good’ rating. In a
statement, Cricket Australia explained that
the SCG aims to showcase its unique char-
acteristics, including early pace and bounce
before the pitch deteriorates and starts to
spin. This year, the pitch was a step in the
right direction, contributing to an exciting
finish in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy se-

is not the ideal Test match pitch that you
want because you want it to go into a fourth
and fifth day,” said Gavaskar. “If 15 wick-
ets fell (on one day) in India, all hell would
have broken loose. We had Glenn McGrath
saying he’d never seen so much grass. Did
you hear any former India cricketer moan
about the pitch?,” he said while commen-
tating during the series. Several current
Australian players also expressed dissat-
isfaction with the pitch. Usman Khawaja
described it as a “stinker,” noting, “I'm
not gonna lie, I didn’t want to talk about it
too much beforehand, but the wicket was a
stinker.” “It wasn’t like a traditional SCG
wicket with the new grass on it, there’s
cracks all over it, it’s been tough batting,
the scoreboard will tell you that. Thankfully
we were on the right side of the win but

ries and setting a positive precedent for
the Ashes summer of 2025-26. “The SCG
has been striving to bring out their unique
characteristics of early pace and bounce
before the pitch wears and spins. This year
was a step in the right direction to achiev-
ing this which provided an exciting finish
to the Border Gavaskar Trophy series and

bodes well for the Ashes summer in 2025-
26,” Cricket Australia said in a statement.
Despite the positive outlook from Cricket
Australia, the SCG pitch faced considera-
ble criticism from both current and former
players. The surface, which had a thick lay-
er of grass, was widely deemed unsuitable
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for Test cricket. The match lasted less than
three days, with only 191 overs bowled and
just 685 runs scored, as 15 wickets fell on
the second day of the Test. Former India
captain Sunil Gavaskar was particularly vo-
cal in his disapproval, stating that the pitch
was far from ideal for Test cricket. “This

when it’s a wicket like that you're always on
a knife edge,” Khawaja added. Steve Smith,
who remained stranded at 9999 career
runs, called it the toughest pitch he had
ever encountered at the SCG. “By a mile.
It was two-paced, up and down, seaming all
over the place, swinging. I've never played
on a wicket like that at the SCG before. It
was incredibly difficult to bat,” said Smith.

From Pace 01

Pakistan was heading in the
right direction. He assured
that the country’s commit-
ment to the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF)
would be fulfilled but hinted
that there would come a
time when Pakistan would
say goodbye to the IMF. He
also noted the tax targets
for the next six months,
which were set clearly and
would be met through dili-
gent efforts. PM Shehbaz
mentioned that interest
rates had dropped to 13%,
but he hoped for a further
reduction to 6%. The prime
minister called on experi-
enced economists to guide
the country’s financial re-
covery and sought action-
able recommendations for
further improvements. He
stressed the need for the
private sector to play a larg-
er role in the economy’s
growth, with an emphasis
on the importance of in-
creasing tax revenues. Dep-
uty Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar, speaking at the event,
reflected on the long-term
benefits of stock market
integration, which began
nine years ago, noting that
the markets had grown into
a strong foundation for the
economy. He acknowledged
the struggles faced in 2017
due to political instability
and the economic downturn
that followed. DPM Dar
also highlighted the threat
of economic collapse that
countries faced globally dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

IMF rejects
govt proposal
to cut sales...

FroMm PacGe 01

However, the IMF main-
tained that, under the cur-
rent loan programme, no
exemptions or reductions
could be granted for new
taxes. It was also clarified
by IMF officials that reduc-
ing sales tax would hinder
Pakistan’s ability to meet
its tax collection targets.
Currently, Pakistan impos-
es an 18% Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) twice on
electricity bills. The first
tax is applied to the total
bill amount, while the sec-
ond is levied on fuel cost ad-
justments. Earlier, the fed-
eral government has made
a key decision to meet an-
other significant condition
set by the IMF, agreeing
to impose a levy on captive
power plants before the re-
lease of the next tranche of
funding. According to sourc-
es, the government has
made preparations to im-
plement this levy on captive
power plants, which will be
applied gradually to prevent
a significant reduction in
gas supply to these plants.

Hamas
stands by
demand...

From Pace 01
efforts to reach a deal.
While he said he would
not give details about
the latest round of ne-
gotiations, he reiterated
the Hamas conditions
of “a complete end to
the aggression and a full
withdrawal from lands
the occupation invaded.”
Commenting on Trump’s
threat that there would
be “hell to pay” unless
all hostages were freed
before the inauguration,
Hamdan said: “I think the
US president must make
more  disciplined and
diplomatic statements.”
Israel has sent a team of
mid-ranking officials to
Qatar for talks brokered
by Qatari and Egyptian
mediators. Some Arabic
media reports said David
Barnea, the head of Mos-
sad, who has been lead-
ing negotiations, was ex-
pected to join them. The
Israeli prime minister’s
office did not comment.

Consulta-
tions for
new CEC

still pending

FroMm PacGe 01

the committee, three names
for each post will be for-
warded to the Supreme
Court. The appointments
must be finalised within 45
days. Until then, the current
officials will continue their
duties. Eligible candidates
include former Supreme
Court judges, technocrats or
bureaucrats under 65 years
for commission members.
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PSK stays
hearish,
loses 1904
points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) contin-
ued with bearish trend on
Wednesday, losing 1,904.23
points, a negative change
of 1.64 percent, closing at
114,148.46 points as com-
pared to 116,052.68 points
on the last trading day.

A total of 116,052.68
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
792,770,655 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood
at Rs 32.466 billion against
Rs.39.694 billion on the last
trading day. As many as 464
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
118 of them recorded gains
and 293 sustained losses,
whereas the share price
of 53 companies remained
unchanged. The three top
trading companies were
WorldCall Telecom with
520,199,852 shares at Rs
1.79 per share, Cnergy-
ico PK with 41,301,063
shares at Rs.7.00 per share
and Fauji Foods Limited
with 34,830,810 shares at
Rs.17.64 per share.—APP

Gold prices
up by Rs1,000
per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price
of 24 karat per tola gold
increased by Rs.1,000 and
was sold at Rs 277,000 on
Wednesday against its sale
at Rs 276,000 on previ-
ous trading day, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported. The price of
10 grams of 24 karat gold
also increased by Rs.858
to Rs.237,483 from Rs
236,625 whereas that of
10 gram 22 karat also went
up to Rs.217,693 from Rs
216,907. The prices of per
tola and ten gram silver re-
mained constant at Rs3,350
and Rs. Rs.2,872.08 respec-
tively. The price of gold in
the international market
increased by $10 to $2,652
from $2642, the Associa-
tion reported.—APP

Rupee sheds
06 paisa
against dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
rupee on Wednesday depre-
ciated by 06 paisa against
the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading and closed
at Rs278.72 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs278.66. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Association
of Pakistan (FAP), the buy-
ing and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 278.75 and Rs
280.25 respectively. The
price of the Euro decreased
by Rs2.29 to close at Rs
288.01 against the last day’s
closing of Rs290.30, accord-
ing to the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP). The Japanese
yen remained unchanged
to close at Rs1.76, whereas
a decrease of Rs2 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate
of the British Pound, which
was traded at Rs347.51 as
compared to the last day’s
closing of Rs349.81.

The exchange rates of the
Emirates Dirham and the
Saudi Riyal increased by
02 and 03 paisa to close at
Rs75.88 and Rs74.25, re-
spectively.—APP

Qatar, Turkiye
dispatch 2
power ships
to generate
electricity

for Syria

LONDON: Qatar and Tur-
kiye sent two power-gen-
erating ships to Syria on
Tuesday to help address the
energy crisis in the country
caused by insufficient elec-
tricity supplies. Khaled Abu
Di, the director of Syria’s
Public Establishment for
Transmission and Distribu-
tion of Electricity, said the
floating power plants are ca-
pable of generating a total of
800 megawatts a day, which
would increase the amount
of electricity generated in
the country by about 50
percent, state news agen-
cy SANA reported. Syria’s
energy infrastructure was
badly damaged during more
than a decade of civil war in
the country that culminat-
ed in the fall of the ruling
Assad regime in December.
The deterioration resulted
in severe power shortages,
with many areas receiving
electricity for only two or
three hours a day.—APP

ICCI to collaborate with
authorities for drug-free capital

Acting senior VP Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry said that by working together with relevant authorities,
ICCI aims to create a safe and secure environment that fosters business growth and prosperity

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) is actively working
to eliminate drug abuse in the
capital city, aiming to create a
healthier, cleaner, greener, and
more eco-friendly environment.
This was highlighted by the ICCI
Acting President Abdul Rehman
Siddiqui, during a meeting of the
ICCI Sub-Committee on Anti-Nar-
cotics at the Chamber House.
He expressed concern over the
rising use of drugs, particularly
among youth, and emphasized the
responsibility of all citizens to ex-
pose and fight the drug trade.

He praised the efforts of state
agencies like the Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) and the police in
combating drug trafficking at all
levels. He urged these agencies
to adopt stricter measures against
those involved in the illicit trade.
As far as the ICCI is concerned,
it is committed to raising aware-
ness through seminars, walks,
and sports events to sensitize
the community, he added. Act-
ing senior vice President Nasir
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Mehmood Chaudhry said that by
working together with relevant
authorities, ICCI aims to create
a safe and secure environment
that fosters business growth and
prosperity. This collaborative ap-
proach is expected to yield posi-
tive results and contribute to the

overall development of Islamabad.
Raja Tariq Mehmood Kiyani, Di-
rector of Legal at ANF Headquar-
ters, emphasized that youth are
the primary victims of drug abuse
and stressed the importance of
immediate actions to protect their
future. He reassured that ANF

will fully cooperate with the ICCI
in its efforts to curb the menace
at all levels.

Mohammad Ethsham Chaudhry,
Convener of the Anti-Narcotics
Sub-Committee, affirmed the
committee’s commitment to
eliminating anti-state elements
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involved in the drug trade. Ma-
lik Mohsin Khalid, Executive
Member and co-convener of
the committee, welcomed the
guests and outlined the Cham-
ber’s efforts to support the
business community and the
public’s well-being.

Ahsan for Gwadar Port’s cost-
effective trade routes marketing

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal on Wednesday directed
the quarters concerned to prepare marketing templates and packages, showcasing Gwadar Deep Seaport ’s cost-effective
trade routes and potential incentives for international businesses. “These materials will be distributed through Pakistan’s
embassies and missions worldwide to promote Gwadar Port on a global scale,” he said while chairing a high-level meeting
on the operationalization of Gwadar Port here, a news release said. The meeting was attended by senior officials from the
Planning Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Communications, Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Ministry
of Railways, Ministry of Petroleum, and other relevant departments. Representatives from embassies participated in the
discussion via video link. During the meeting, the minister emphasized Gwadar Port’s strategic significance as one of
Pakistan’s most valuable assets. He highlighted that Gwadar provided the shortest trade route to Gulf and Central Asian
countries, including Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan, and has immense potential to serve as a key regional
trans-shipment hub. The minister noted the lack of commercial analysis and a comprehensive operational plan for Gwadar
Port, calling for immediate efforts to unlock its potential. He stressed the need for a robust action plan within six months
to generate trade traffic through the port. “This initiative aims to create job opportunities for local residents and boost
the regional economy.” The minister urged the Balochistan Mining Department to develop proposals for exporting fin-
ished white marble instead of raw materials, emphasizing the importance of value addition to enhance Pakistan’s mineral
exports. To ensure Gwadar remains competitive in the region, Ahsan Igbal instructed the National Logistics Cell (NLC)
to conduct a detailed cost analysis for trans-shipment routes. He highlighted the need for competitive pricing and viable
logistics solutions to attract international trade. The minister also called for focused efforts to facilitate trade between
Gulf countries and China through Gwadar, presenting it as the most economical and efficient route for imports and
exports. He reiterated that the port offered the cheapest shipping options and must be marketed aggressively to the
international community. The meeting concluded with a renewed commitment to making Gwadar a thriving regional

trade hub, with all stakeholders directed to work collaboratively toward this goal.—_DNA

French minister
calls for hijab ban
on school trips

LONDON: French Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau has
called for a ban on Muslim women wearing hijabs while
accompanying children on school outings, The Times re-
ported. French state schools already have a ban on re-
ligious head coverings, while the senate approved a bill
mandating the removal of headscarves on school outings
in 2019, but it did not become law. “The threat of attack
has never been so great as now,” said Retailleau. “It is
now primarily endogenous — young individuals radical-
ized through social media. Last year alone, our services
foiled nine attacks, the highest number since 2017.” Po-
litical Islam poses a national threat as it seeks to “over-
turn our institutions and undermine national cohesion
to impose Shariah law in the long term,” he added. To
combat this, the French state must curtail the spread of
Islamism in public spaces, sports and education, he said.
“Women accompanying them (students) should not be veiled,”
Retailleau added. “The veil is a banner for Islamism, a marker
of the subordination of women to men.”—APP

EU could lift some
Syria sanctions quickly,
says French FM

The US waivers allow some
energy transactions and personal
remittances to Syria until July 7,
but do not remove any sanctions

PARIS: European Union sanctions in Syria that obstruct
the delivery of humanitarian aid and hinder the country’s
recovery could be lifted swiftly, France’s foreign minister
said Wednesday. The United States on Monday issued a
sanctions exemption for transactions with governing in-
stitutions in Syria for six months after the end of Bashar
Assad’s rule to try to ease the flow of humanitarian assis-
tance. Speaking to France Inter radio, Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot said the EU could take a similar decision
soon without giving precise timing, while adding that lifting
more political sanctions would depend on how Syria’s new
leadership handled the transition and ensured exclusivity.
“There are other (sanctions), which today hinder access to
humanitarian aid, which hinder the recovery of the country.
These could be lifted quickly,” said Barrot, who met Syria’s
de facto leader Ahmed Al-Sharaa on Friday with Germany’s
foreign minister. “Finally, there are other sanctions, which
we are discussing with our European partners, which could
be lifted, but obviously depending on the pace at which our
expectations for Syria regarding women and security are
taken into account.” Three European diplomats speaking
on condition of anonymity said the EU would seek to agree
to lift some sanctions by the time the bloc’s 27 foreign min-
isters meet in Brussels on Jan. 27. Two of the diplomats
said one aim was to facilitate financial transactions to allow
funds to return to the country, ease air transport and less-
en sanctions targeting the energy sector to improve power
supplies. Syria suffers from severe power shortages, with
state-supplied electricity available two or three hours per
day in most areas. The caretaker government says it aims
to provide electricity for up to eight hours per day within
two months. The US waivers allow some energy transac-
tions and personal remittances to Syria until July 7, but do
not remove any sanctions.—Agencies

trading and security part-

Trudeau rejects Trump’s 1dea of
forcing Canada to

OTTAWA : Canadian Prime

become US state

threatened to impose a 25

coming months, bowing

Minister Justin Trudeau
on Tuesday dismissed a
suggestion by US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump
that he might use “eco-
nomic force” to make
Canada the 51st US state.
“There isn’t a snowball’s
chance in hell that Canada
would become part of the
United States,” he said
in a post on X. “Workers
and communities in both
our countries benefit from

ner.” Trump, speaking in
Mar-a-Lago, was asked if
he was considering using
military force to acquire
Canada. “No, economic
force,” he responded. “Be-
cause Canada and the Unit-
ed States, that would really
be something.” Trump,
who has long complained
about Canada’s trade
surplus with the US, had
earlier told reporters the
border was an “artificially

per cent tariff on imports
from Canada, which sends
75pc of all goods and ser-
vices exports south of the
border. Earlier on Tuesday,
Canadian Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly said Trump’s
comments “show a com-
plete lack of understand-
ing of what makes Canada
a strong country ... We will
never back down in the
face of threats.” Trudeau
announced on Monday that

to pressure from lawmak-
ers alarmed by his Liberal
Party’s unpopularity. The
next election must be held
by Oct. 20 and polls pre-
dict a crushing win for
the official opposition
Conservatives. “Canada
will never be the 51st
state. Period. We are a
great and independent
country,” Conservative
leader Pierre Poilievre
said in a post on X.—

being each other’s biggest

drawn line.”

Trump has

he would step down in the

Agencies

Yoon faces new arrest attempt

in fortified compound

SEOUL: South Korea’s President Yoon Suk Yeol faces a new and potentially more robust attempt to arrest him for insurrection
after a top investigator vowed to do whatever it takes to break a security blockade and take in the impeached leader. Acting
president Choi Sang-mok urged on Wednesday authorities to “do their best to prevent any injuries to citizens or physical conflict
between government agencies” while executing Yoon’s arrest warrant. Protesters supporting and opposing the embattled Yoon
braved freezing temperatures to stage rallies on the streets around the presidential compound on Wednesday after a court re-is-
sued a warrant on Tuesday to arrest him. The Presidential Security Service (PSS) has been fortifying the compound this
week with barbed wire and barricades using buses to block access to the residence, a hillside villa in an upscale district
known as Korea’s Beverly Hills. Yoon is under criminal investigation for insurrection over his failed attempt to impose
martial law on Dec. 3, a decision that stunned South Korea and prompted the first arrest warrant for a sitting president.
He also faces an impeachment trial in the Constitutional Court. One of Yoon’s lawyers said the president could not accept
the execution of the arrest warrant because it was issued by a court in the wrong jurisdiction and the team of investigators
formed to probe the incumbent leader had no mandate to do so. Yoon Kab-keun, the lawyer, also denied suggestions by
some members of parliament that Yoon had fled the official residence, saying he had met the president there on Tuesday. He
said they were “malicious rumors” intended to slander Yoon. On Tuesday, Oh Dong-woon, head of the Corruption Investigation
Office for High-ranking Officials (CIO), which is leading the investigation, apologized for failing to arrest the president last week
after a six-hour standoff with hundreds of PSS agents, some of whom were carrying firearms, and military guards at the com-
pound. “We’ll do our best to accomplish our goal by thoroughly preparing this time with great determination that the second
warrant execution will be the last,” Oh told a parliament committee.—Agencies

Afghanistan’s trade doubles, but
deficit and sanctions hinder growth

“The political change in the country in 2021 affected the country’s economy in all aspects ... (But)
Afghanistan’s trade, particularly exports, has seen a 100 percent progress,” Akhundzada Abdul Salam
Jawad, spokesperson for the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, told Arab News earlier this week

KABUL: Afghanistan’s trade
has doubled since the Talib-
an took over in 2021, the lat-
est government data shows,
but experts warn there is no
evidence of economic growth
as the import-export deficit
continues to soar amid West-
ern-imposed  sanctions. In
2024, Afghanistan’s trade val-
ue reached over $12.4 billion,
more than twice the $6.1 billion
recorded in 2021, according to
data released by the National
Statistics and Information Au-
thority. “The political change
in the country in 2021 affected

the country’s economy in all
aspects ... (But) Afghanistan’s
trade, particularly exports, has
seen a 100 percent progress,”
Akhundzada  Abdul Salam
Jawad, spokesperson for the
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry, told Arab News earlier
this week. Under the Taliban
government, the South Asian
country saw exports rise from
$850 million in 2021 to about
$1.8 billion last year. Imports,
however, have also surged
from $5.3 billion to $10.6 bil-
lion in the same period. While

«

according to Jawad it was “a

sign that the country’s trade
is going toward stability and
growth,” experts are warning
about the impacts of Afghan-
istan’s widening trade deficit
in an already fragile economy
which was severely affected by
US-imposed sanctions and had
suffered through two years of
sharp economic contraction.

Despite a modest recovery of
about 2.7 percent in 2023-24,
the World Bank estimates it
could take over a decade for the
economy to return to pre-Talib-
an growth levels. “Our imports
are increasing every day, and

this is hindering the progress
in local production together
with other problems such as
shortage of electricity and a
lack of infrastructure ... Nec-
essary actions must be taken
to increase exports,” Khan Jan
Alokozay, deputy head of the
Afghanistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Investment, told Arab
News. To reduce the trade gap
the Afghan government must
work toward strengthening its
industrial sector, according to
Amin Stanekzai, economist and
lecturer at the Rokhan Institute
of Higher Education in the east-

ern province of Nangarhar. This
means facilitating investment,
supporting local businesses to
enter international markets and
encouraging people to use and
support local products. “In or-
der to reduce the deficit, the
country’s market needs should
be met locally and domestic
production is supported while
domestic capacities need to be
improved,” he told Arab News.
“Afghanistan is still complete-
ly an importing country and
until this situation changes,
speaking of economic growth
is irrelevant.—Agencies

Grief,
nostalgia
_inindia’s
‘Jimmy Carter
village

NEW DELHI: In a quiet
village tucked in the shad-
ow of India’s capital, the
late US president Jimmy
Carter’s name is etched for
posterity. , or the “village
of Carter” was abruptly re-
named from Daulatpur Na-
sirabad after an hour-long
visit by the Nobel laureate
in 1978. The renaming was
suggested by India’s then-
prime minister Morarji
Desai who accompanied
Carter on the visit to the
small hamlet, some 30 kilo-
metres (20 miles) from New
Delhi. “When the proposal
was mooted, all the village
elders immediately said
yes,” recalled 71-year-old
resident Attar Singh, who
vividly remembers the Jan-
uary afternoon from nearly
half a century ago. One of
the last surviving mem-
bers from the generation
old enough to remember
the occasion, Singh said
he was “distressed” by
Carter’s death last month,
and played a key role in
staging a small tribute cer-
emony. A picture of the
former president was quick-
ly downloaded from the in-
ternet, framed, garlanded
and placed at a local war
memorial where a group of
village elders made offer-
ings of salty porridge and
a newly stitched traditional
turban. Singh said the por-
ridge and the turban, along
with a condolence message,
were then shipped to the
US Embassy. The entire
village grieved because we
considered him as one of
our own,” said Rajiv Kumar,
a younger resident who was
a toddler when Carter vis-
ited. The body of Carter,
who died at the age of 100
last month, is currently ly-
ing in state in Washington
and will be buried Thursday
in his home state of Geor-
gia. Carter’s visit to the
village, then home to less
than 500 people, was not by
chance.—APP

Indian gov’t
appoints new
head of space

deptt

NEW DELHI: India’s fed-
eral government has ap-
pointed V Narayanan as
the new Chairman of the
Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) and
secretary of the Depart-
ment of Space, officials
said Wednesday. Accord-
ing to a government order,
Narayanan will assume of-
fice on Jan. 14. He will suc-
ceed the incumbent ISRO
chairman S Somanath. A
distinguished scientist at
ISRO, Narayanan presently
serves as the director of the
Liquid Propulsion Systems
Center. India’s state-run
broadcaster All India Radio
said Narayanan is a rocket
and spacecraft propulsion
expert with nearly four
decades of experience. He
joined ISRO in 1984. —APP

Northwest
A&F students
begin 3-month

academic

exchange
program

ISLAMABAD: Earlier this
month, a delegation of five
master’s students from the
Silk Road program at the
College of Life Sciences,
Northwest A&F Univer
sity, began a three-month
joint training and academ-
ic exchange in Pakistan.
This visit is designed to
strengthen academic coop-
eration and lay the founda-
tion for a Joint Agro-Biodi-
versity Research Center for
Agro-Biological Resources
and a Collaborative Labora-
tory, all in line with jointly
building the Belt and Road
Initiative. The delegation
was welcomed in Islama-
bad by Professor Mukhtar
Ahmad, Chairman of the
Higher Education Commis-
sion of Pakistan. During
the meeting, Professor
Ahmad expressed his full
support for the program
and emphasized the signif-
icance of collaborative stu-
dent training and academic
partnerships in enhancing
scientific and educational
cooperation between the
two countries. The delega-
tion also visited key institu-
tions, including the Paki-
stan Science Foundation,
the Pakistan Museum of
Natural History, Herbar-
ium of Pakistan (ISL)
QAU, and the Sino-Pak
Agricultural Biodiversity
Research Center. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) has declared Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur
an absconder in the case
related to protests against
the disqualification of for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan. During the hearing,
PTI leaders Faisal Javed
and WasiqQayyum  ap-
peared before Judge Tahir
Abbas Sipra. The court also
declared Umar Tanveer
Butt an absconder and initi-
ated proceedings to declare
AamirKiani an absconder as
well. Faisal Javed submitted
an application to remove
terrorism charges from
the case. The court issued
arrest warrants for absent
suspects, adjourned the
hearing to January 15, and
sought arguments on the
pending applications.

Trudeau
hits back
at Trump’s

statement

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
on Tuesday dismissed a
suggestion by US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump
that he might use “eco-
nomic force” to make
Canada the 51st US state.
“There isn’t a snowball’s
chance in hell that Canada
would become part of the
United States,” he said in
a post on X. “Workers and
communities in both our
countries benefit from being
each other’s biggest trad-
ing and security partner.”
Trump, speaking in Mar-a-
Lago, was asked if he was
considering using military
force to acquire Canada.
“No, economic force,” he
responded. “Because Can-
ada and the United States,
that would really be some-
thing.” Trump, who has
long complained about
Canada’s trade surplus
with the US, had earlier
told reporters the border
was an “artificially drawn
line.” - Agencies

UK forces had ‘golden pass’ to
et carry out killings in Afghanistan

The investigation focuses on a series of nighttime operations,
known as deliberate detention operations, conducted by British
forces between mid-2010 and mid-2013 in Afghanistan

NEews DEsk

LONDON: Soldiers from the British spe-
cial forces have voiced alarming concerns
during a public inquiry regarding alleged
murders of non-threatening Afghans dur-
ing operations against suspected Taliban
insurgents, including individuals under
the age of 16. This independent inquiry,
ordered by the UK Ministry of Defence
(MoD), follows a documentary claiming
that members of the Special Air Ser-
vice (SAS) killed 54 individuals under
suspicious circumstances during the
Afghanistan conflict over a decade ago.
The investigation focuses on a series of
nighttime operations, known as delib-
erate detention operations, conducted
by British forces between mid-2010 and

mid-2013. On Wednesday, the inquiry
released a summary of testimonies from
seven UK special forces witnesses, who
provided their evidence in secrecy for
national security reasons. One soldier,
identified only as N1799, recounted rais-
ing concerns in 2011 about a unit dubbed
UKSF1 after hearing about its opera-
tions during a training course. Another
officer, referred to as N2107, expressed
disbelief in an email regarding reports
of UKSF1 operations, suggesting that
detained suspects were released back
into compounds, where they supposedly
picked up weapons and attempted to at-
tack the unit.

In his email, N2107 remarked, “Whilst
murder and UKSF1 have oft been regular
bedfellows, this is beginning to look bone,”
indicating that the situation appeared very

problematic. He later agreed with the in-
quiry’s lead lawyer that by April 2011, he
believed UKSF1 may have been involved
in extrajudicial killings. While none of the
soldiers testified to witnessing such ac-
tions, previous inquiries by British military
police into allegations of misconduct in Af-
ghanistan, including those against the SAS,
have not resulted in enough evidence for
prosecutions, according to the MoD. The
inquiry aims to determine whether credible
information exists regarding extra-judicial
killings, whether prior investigations into
N1799’s concerns were adequately con-
ducted, and if any unlawful killings were
covered up. N1799 expressed feelings of
disloyalty for speaking out and requested
the removal of two MoD officials from the
inquiry room due to safety concerns.

He stated, “I believe I did the right thing

and I continue to, but it’s not easy. It
does make me feel a bit sick.” His witness
statement further detailed that during
operations, it was claimed that “all fight-
ing-age males are killed on target regard-
less of the threat they posed,” including
those not armed. N1799 also noted that
there were indications of “fighting-age
males” being executed inside compounds
after being restrained, with one account
mentioning a pillow being placed over an
individual’s head before being shot. He
clarified that this included individuals
under 18, specifically those younger than
16. As the inquiry progresses, other of-
ficers have also reported hearing rumors
and sharing concerns about UKSF1 oper-
ations, where high casualty numbers and
official accounts of killings raised doubts
about their legitimacy.

Pak attaches great importance
to 1ts bilateral ties with UK

British H1gh Commissioner calls on Khawaja Asif

KuHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner Jane Marriott
called on Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
here in Islamabad on Wednesday. The minister said that
Pakistan attaches great importance to its relations with
Britain as Pak-UK relationship draws its strength from
shared objectives for global peace and security. Large

number of Pakistani diaspora in UK acts as a living
bridge between the two countries, he added. The min-
ister expressed the hope that continuous defence coop-
eration via established forums would result in tangible
progress in the field of defence cooperation between
two countries. They expressed satisfaction over ongo-
ing collaboration between two countries and stressed
the need for further strengthening of ties.

‘Imran getting
taste of. h.is
own medicine’

SARGODHA: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday launched a fresh tirade against incarcerated
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan, say-
ing that the difficulties being faced by the former prime
minister were the result of "his own doings". "How can a
person who uses youth as political fuel fall asleep," the
provincial chief executive said while addressing the Hon-
haar Scholarship Programme ceremony in Sargodha.
Urging the students not to go against the country "under
any circumstances”, she said that someone "who asks
you to siege and arson is not your friend". "

His [Imran] own children were sitting outside [and] he
is asking others to vandalise and spread anarchy,” Mar-
yam said, referring to the events of May 9, 2023 and
the "final call protest” on November 26. Khan, who re-
mains behind the bars in Adiala jail, and several others
are facing various allegations in the cases related to the
violence following his arrest on May 9.

The vandalism was followed by the PTI founder's arrest on
the aforementioned date in 2023 during which party work-
ers protested, taking to the streets across the country and
damaging public and private property, including military in-
stallations. The riots also led to the deaths of at least eight
people and injured several others, prompting the authorities
to arrest thousands of PTI workers and followers. During the
event today, the Punjab CM regretted that those children,
who were misled by the PTI founder's statements, were in
jail. "All these events were result of an individual's greed for
power," she added. Referring to the military court sentence
for Hassan Niazi, Maryam regretted that the nephew of the
PTI founder "mocked the military's uniform and brought
shame to the country". "He [Niazi] was jailed for ten years...
his future has been destroyed," she added. - DNA

Another
_accused
indicted in
GHQ attack

case

DNA

RAWALPINDL: A  special
antiterrorism court indict
ed another accused, Sha-
heerSikandar, in the General
Headquarters (GHQ) attack
case. The hearing, held at
Adiala Jail, was conducted by
Judge Amjad Ali Shah. The
PTI chairman, also an accused
in the case, was presented
in court, and attendance of
all accused was recorded.
During the proceedings, the
defence counsel submitted
three applications. Omar
Ayub requested access to the
case records, while Ajmal
Sabir and Malik Ansar filed
pleas seeking acquittal. The
court directed the defence
to present arguments on
these applications at the
next hearing and adjourned
the case until January 13.
It is noteworthy that charg-
es have now been framed
against all 119 accused in
the GHQ attack case, with
ShaheerSikandar being the
final one to be indicted.
Previously, 118 accused had
already been indicted.

‘EU could lift
some Syria
sanctions
quickly’

PARIS: European Union
sanctions in Syria that ob-
struct the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid and hinder
the country’s recovery could
be lifted swiftly, France’s for-
eign minister said Wednes-
day. The United States on
Monday issued a sanctions
exemption for transactions
with governing institutions
in Syria for six months after
the end of Bashar Assad’s
rule to try to ease the flow
of humanitarian assistance.
Speaking to France Inter ra-
dio, Foreign Minister Jean-
Noel Barrot said the EU
could take a similar decision
soon without giving precise
timing, while adding that
lifting more political sanc-
tions would depend on
how Syria’s new leadership
handled the transition and
ensured exclusivity. “There
are other (sanctions),
which today hinder access
to humanitarian aid, which
hinder the recovery of the
country. - Agencies

First aid convoy reaches
crisis-hit Parachinar

138

SHAMIM SHAHID

KURRAM: A convoy of 40 vehicles carrying food
and other necessities was dispatched to Kurram
district on Wednesday after being stalled in Thall
for five days, according to government officials.
Clashes stemming from decades-old land disputes
have claimed at least 130 lives since November,
with food and medicine shortages reported due
to weeks-long road blockades. After months of vi-
olence, a peace agreement was signed between
the warring sides on January 1. Despite a lull in
fighting, the route connecting Parachinar with the
rest of the province remained blocked. However, on
Jan 4, a government convoy came under attack near
the Bagan area, in which the deputy commissioner
of Kurram also sustained injuries. Since then, the
convoy had been stranded. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government spokesperson Barrister Muhammad
Ali Saif said that 10 of the trucks, meant for the
Bagan area, had safely arrived while another convoy
of 30 vehicles had arrived in Parachinar and Up-

New Delhi to provide further support to Afghan health
sector and rehablhtatlon of refugees, says India

DUBAL India’s Foreign Secretary, Vikram Misri,
held talks with the Taliban’s foreign minister, Amir
Khan Muttaqi, in Dubai on Wednesday, marking the
first officially acknowledged meeting between an In-
dian foreign secretary and a senior Taliban official.

The discussions focused on bilateral relations, re-
gional developments, and Afghanistan’s humanitari-
an and developmental needs, India’s External Affairs
Ministry said in a statement. The ministry empha-
sized India’s “historic friendship” with the Afghan

per Kurram. Barrister Saif added that the convoy
left after talks with protesters from the Bagan area
concluded successfully late on Tuesday. “More con-
voys would also be dispatched to the restive district
soon.” He added that the government was consist-
ently taking steps for the relief of the affected pop-
ulation and these convoys were a key part of those
efforts. The negotiations, in which the Grand Jirga,
Kurram Peace Committee, and local peace commit-
tees played a pivotal role, led to an agreement with
local protesters to remove barriers and allow the
transportation of relief goods. Saifemphasised that
the restoration of peace and order in the region was
a top priority for the provincial government and all
necessary measures were being taken to fulfil the
needs of the affected people. Commending the co-
operation of local elders in maintaining peace, Saif
said that the role of jirgas and peace committees
was a significant step towards long-term stability in
the region. He assured that the government would
further strengthen this collaboration and adopt a
strategy to involve all stakeholders in the process.

people. It reaffirmed India’s readiness to address
Afghanistan’s pressing developmental needs while
evaluating its ongoing humanitarian assistance pro-
grams. Muttaqi expressed gratitude for India’s con-
tinued support and engagement, the statement said.
According to the statement, India pledged addi-
tional material support to Afghanistan’s health
sector and refugee rehabilitation programs. The
two sides also explored opportunities to enhance
cooperation in sports, particularly cricket, which
resonates strongly with Afghanistan’s younger pop-
ulation. The use of Iran’s Chabahar port, which is
operated by an Indian state-run firm, was another
key topic of discussion. Both sides agreed to pro-
mote the port as a hub for trade and humanitarian
aid delivery, reflecting its growing strategic impor-
tance. The statement said that the Taliban assured
India of its sensitivity to New Delhi’s security con-
cerns, including the presence of Pakistan-based
militant groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) in Afghanistan. India has
consistently emphasized the importance of ensur-
ing that Afghan territory is not used by anti-India
elements. The meeting comes amid heightened re-
gional tensions following Pakistan’s recent airstrikes
in Afghanistan, which reportedly killed at least 46
civilians, including women and children.-DNA
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