
Peshawar: General syed asim Munir, Chief of army staff (COas), attending a briefing 
on the security situation and counter-terrorism operations targeting Fitna al Khwarij. 

The session was also attended by Minister of Interior, CM of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
and senior military officials. – DNa

Briefs

Forces kill 27 
terrorists in 
Balochistan 
Troops “stealthily surrounded & 

effectively engaged the terrorist’s’ 
location” in Kacchi district, says ISPR

DNA
rawaLPINDI: security forces have eliminated as 
many as 27 terrorists during an intelligence-based 
operation in remote district of Balochistan, the mil-
itary’s media wing said on Monday. The Inter-ser-
vices Public relations (IsPr) said in a statement 
that on January 12 security forces conducted the 
IBO in Kacchi district of Balochistan, on reported 
presence of terrorists in the area. During the con-
duct of operation, troops “stealthily surrounded & 
effectively engaged the terrosits’ location, and af-
ter an intense fire exchange, twenty seven terror-
ists were sent to hell”. Multiple hideouts, including 
caches of arms, ammunition and explosives, were 
also destroyed during the operation, the IsPr 
added. The terrorists were involved in numerous 
terrorist activities against the security forces as 
well as innocent civilians and were highly wanted 
by the law enforcement agencies, as per the IsPr.

Continued on Page 06

COas calls for 
political unity 

against extremism 

StAff RepoRt / DNA
RawalPIndI,: General Syed asim Munir, nI (M), Chief of 
army Staff (COaS), visited Peshawar today, where he was 
provided with a comprehensive briefing on the prevailing 
security situation and the ongoing counter-terrorism opera-
tions targeting Fitna al Khwarij. Briefing was also attended by 
Federal Minister of Interior and Chief Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. during his visit, the COaS praised the unwavering 
resolve and unmatched sacrifices of Pakistan armed Forces 
and law enforcement agencies, who have been instrumental in 
dismantling terrorist networks and thwarting their nefarious 
agenda. He stated, “as we stand united against the forces of 
evil, I am immensely proud of the remarkable achievements 
of our security forces. Through their dedication, courage, and 
supreme sacrifices, we have successfully degraded the opera-
tional capabilities of terrorist organizations, both within our 
borders and beyond. Our forces have relentlessly pursued and 
eliminated key terrorist leaders, dismantled their infrastruc-
ture, and neutralized their cells, sending a clear message that 
terror has no place in our land. This war is ongoing and we 
would take it to its logical conclusion, Inshallah. 
COaS further emphasised the relentless efforts of law en-
forcement agencies in ensuring the safety and security of 
citizens, foiling numerous attacks, and maintaining peace 
and order. He highlighted that every operation has been 
a testament to the courage, professionalism, and opera-
tional readiness of the security forces, who continue to 
thwart the evolving threats posed by terrorists. The COaS 
made it clear that any attempt to disturb the peace of the 
nation will be met with decisive and overwhelming force. 
“The enemy may try to sow discord and fear, but we will 
not relent. Hostile elements will be dealt with an iron hand. 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan armed Forces an Unbreakable Shield 
against Terror, says army Chief General Munir

IHC tells FO

‘Next week 
is crucial in 
Aafia case’
The court also noted 
that the record of the 

Prime Minister’s 
foreign visits had 

not been presented

SpeciAl coRReSpoNDeNt

ISlaMaBad: The Islama-
bad High Court held a hear-
ing related to the release and 
repatriation of dr aafia Sid-
diqui, who is imprisoned in 
the United States. The court 
remarked that next week is 
crucial and issued essential 
instructions to the Ministry 
of Foreign affairs in this 
regard. during the proceed-
ings, the court stated that 
next week would be impor-
tant concerning the aafia Sid-
diqui case and directed the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs 
to cooperate with dr Fowzia 
Siddiqui. during the hearing 
before Justice Sardar Ijaz 
Ishaq Khan, dr Fowzia Sid-
diqui’s lawyer, Imran Shafiq, 

Continued on Page 06

Government 
focusing on 
sustainable 

growth
Pakistan is preparing to 
debut Yuan-denominated 

bonds this year to 
shore up finances

DNA
ISlaMaBad: Finance Min-
ister Muhammad aurang-
zeb has said that Pakistan 
is in the phase of economic 
stabilization and the gov-
ernment is now focusing on 
sustainable growth. In an 
interview with a foreign TV 
channel on the sidelines of 
the asian Financial Forum 
in Hong Kong, he said we 
are now very focused for 
fundamentally changing 
the dna of the economy 

Continued on Page 06

KhAyAm AbbASi

RawalPIndI: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has ruled 
out the possibility of a “deal” in the wake of ongoing negoti-
ation process with the government, after a court once again 
postponed the much-anticipated verdict in the £190 million 
case against the party founder.  Responding to the concerns 
created by the repeated deferrals, PTI Secretary General 
Salman akram Raja on Monday said that the negotiation pro-
cess was underway with reports of the third round of talks 
likely to take place on January 15. However, he clarified that 
“if someone wants to give the impression that the verdict 
has been delayed due to these talks, then it is completely 
false”.  “we will not enter into any deals. Khan sahib’s [PTI 
founder Imran Khan] stance is clear: he will fight his bat-
tles in line with the law and the Constitution; he will prove 
his innocence in courts,” Raja said while addressing me-
dia outside adiala jail.  The top PTI leader went on to say 
that the deposed prime minister had faced cases even be-
fore — the iddat and cypher cases — and emerged victorious 
in them.  “we will fight the cases and not enter any deals. 

Continued on Page 06

£190m case verdict to 
be announced on 17

“al-Qadir Trust case is politically motivated,” 
says PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar ali Khan

couRt RepoRteR

rawaLPINDI: The verdict against Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan and his wife 
Bushra Bibi in the £190 million case has been de-
layed for the third time and will now be announced on 
January 17. accountability court Judge Nasir Javed 
expressed dismay over the no-show of the accused, 
saying that he had been present at the court since 
8:30am, leading to the postponement of the verdict. 
Khan had previously claimed that the verdict — initial-
ly delayed on December 23, 2024, and again on Jan-
uary 6, 2025 — was postponed to “pressurise him”. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI leadership rules out 
‘any deal’ with government
“Khan sahib’s stance is clear: he will fight his battles in 
line with law, Constitution,” says PTI secretary general

Pledges decisive action

3rd round of govt-PTI 
talks set for Thursday
Much-anticipated in-camera session to 

be held at 11:30am at Parliament House

written demands to be presented

mehtAb piRzADA

ISlaMaBad: national assembly Speak-
er Sardar ayaz Sadiq has summoned the 
“decisive” third session of the negotiation 
committees representing the government 
and the opposition PTI on January 16. The 
much-anticipated in-camera session will be 
held at 11:30am at the Parliament House, dur-
ing which the former ruling party will likely 
to present its demands in writing before the 
government’s team. The development came a 
day after the PTI’s negotiators met incarcer-
ated PTI founder Imran Khan in adiala Jail, 
Rawalpindi. The meeting, according to the 
former ruling party, was arranged in a “con-
trolled environment”.    Following the meet-
ing with the PTI founder, the former ruling 
party had announced that they were ready 
for the third round of talks with the ruling 
coalition. The date for the crucial meeting 
was fixed following a telephonic conversation 
between PTI leader asad Qaiser and the na 
speaker, sources told Geo news on Monday. 

Continued on Page 06

Imran ‘employing 
delaying tactics’: 
Attaullah Tarar

PTI running away from £190 million 
scam due to involvement in corruption

DNA
IsLaMaBaD: Federal Minister for In-
formation, Broadcasting, National her-
itage and Culture attaullah Tarar said 
on Monday that the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf leadership was running away 
from mega corruption case of £ 190 
million because they know that their 
hands were not clean and they were 
involved in corruption. addressing a 
press conference along with Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz senior leader 
senator Talal Chaudhry that there 
was no example in the history of waiv-
ing off billions of rupees like this as 

Continued on Page 06

Ejaz’s 
production 

orders 
issued 

The senator has 
been in prison for 
over 18 months

DNA
ISlaMaBad:Senate Chair-
man Yousaf Raza Gilani has 
issued production orders for 
Senator Ejaz Chaudhry.  The 
senator has been behind 
bars for over 18 months at 
lahore’s Kot lakhpat Jail. In 
March last year, he was due 
to be produced in the Senate, 
but was unable to attend the 
session.  according to the pro-
duction order, the request to 
produce Chaudhry was made 
by Opposition leader in the 
Senate Shibli Faraz.  “The 
Honourable Chairman Senate 
considers necessary the pres-
ence of Senator Ejaz ahmad 
Chaudhry during the sittings 
of 345th session of the Sen-
ate of Pakistan,” order read.

Bilawal to 
pay week-
long visit 
to Lahore
Plans to make key 

decisions regarding 
the restructuring of 

PPP’s lahore chapter

buReAu RepoRt

laHORE: Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Chairman Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari is set to 
visit lahore next week for 
a week-long stay to address 
critical political and organ-
isational issues in Punjab. 
during his visit, Bilawal will 
meet with the PPP lead-
ership to discuss the pow-
er-sharing dynamic with the 
ruling PMl-n in Punjab and 
the province’s evolving polit-
ical situation. according to 
sources, the chairman will 
also hold meetings with party 
representatives from across 
Punjab and is expected to 
visit the homes of dedicat-
ed PPP workers in lahore.

Pak slams xenophobic 
remarks against its 
community in UK

SAifullAh ANSAR

ISlaMaBad: Responding to a recent 
spate of “xenophobic remarks”, the For-
eign Office (FO) on Monday expressed 
deep concern over the increasingly racist 
and Islamophobic political and media com-
mentary towards the Pakistani community 
in the United Kingdom (UK). “Pakistan-UK 
friendship is characterised by warmth, 
cordiality, robust cooperation and trust. 
nurtured over decades this relationship 
remains an important priority of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy,” an FO spokesperson said 
in a statement. “The deep and multifac-
eted relations cover important areas in-
cluding trade and investment, education, 
security, counter-terrorism, parliamentary 
cooperation and people-to-people con-
tacts,” said Shafqat ali Khan, adding: “The 
presence of 1.7 million strong British-Pa-
kistani diaspora provides the strongest 
link between the two friendly countries.” 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan says “demonising” such a large 
community on basis of actions of few 
individuals needs to be condemned

'UK grooming gangs'

Trump ‘biggest 
enemy’ of 

Muslims: Fazl
DNA

MULTaN: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (Fazl) 
chief Maulana Fazlur rehman has de-
nounced former Us President Donald 
Trump as the “biggest enemy of Mus-
lims” during a speech at a religious 
convention in Multan. he further 
criticized those who espouse nation-
alism while simultaneously claiming 
to be liberal. Maulana Fazlur rehman 
stated that prophets faced immense 
hardships, contrasting this with the 
numerous blessings bestowed upon 
humanity. he asserted that embrac-
ing Trump as a brother would only 

Continued on Page 06
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DNA

ISlaMaBad: The exhi-
bition “Timeless Seren-
ity of Calligraphy and 
arts,” which showcased 
the artistic and cultural 
treasures of the Econom-
ic Cooperation Organ-
isation (ECO) member 
states, on Monday con-
cluded with a ceremony 
held at the Pakistan na-
tional Council of the arts 
(PnCa) here.
The concluding ceremo-
ny was graced by Has-
san nasir Jamy, Federal 
Secretary, Ministry of 
national Heritage and 

Culture, as the Chief 
Guest, and atadjan Mov-
lamov, ambassador of 
Turkmenistan and dean 
of the diplomatic Corps, 
as the Guest of Honor. 
In his address, Hassan 
nasir Jamy emphasized 
the transformative role 
of cultural diplomacy in 
strengthening regional 
harmony and mutual un-
derstanding. He praised 
the exhibition as a reflec-
tion of the shared values 
and artistic brilliance of 
the ECO member states. 
“art and culture provide 
a universal language that 
transcends boundaries, 
fostering connections 

that are essential for 
sustainable regional co-
operation,” he said. at-
adjan Movlamov, while 
addressing the audience, 
acknowledged the collab-
orative efforts of the or-
ganizers and commended 
the exhibition for cele-
brating the diverse yet 
interconnected cultural 
identities of the ECO re-
gion. He noted that such 
initiatives contribute 
significantly in deepen-
ing mutual respect and 
understanding among 
member states. The ex-
hibition, which ran from 
January 7 to 14, featured 
calligraphic masterpiec-

es by azeem Iqbal and 
paintings from ECO 
member states, including 
azerbaijan, Turkmeni-
stan, Kazakhstan, Iran, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and afghan-
istan. Visitors had the 
opportunity to not only 
admire the art but also 
deepen their knowledge 
of the cultural richness 
of ECO member states 
through the exhibits and 
interactive engagements. 
On the last day of the 
Exhibition, azeem Iqbal 
is hosting a calligraphy 
workshop on Tuesday, 
from 11 aM to 1 PM, 
at PnCa, national art 

Gallery, Islamabad. This 
will offer the attendees 
to have a hands-on learn-
ing and a deeper appre-
ciation of the art form, 
enhancing their cultural 
experience. 
The event drew wide 
participation from diplo-
mats, cultural practition-
ers, and art enthusiasts 
who praised the exhi-
bition as a platform for 
fostering unity and cele-
brating the ECO region’s 
artistic legacy. The sale 
of calligraphic pieces 
supported the artist and 
underscored the impor-
tance of preserving tradi-
tional art forms.

ECO calligraphy, arts exhibition 
ends, celebrating regional culture

azerbaijan to open 
Trade Center in Lahore

The ambassador said that azerbaijan had a lot of respect and affection for Pakistani nation  
and is committed to strengthening bilateral ties 

DNA

laHORE :azerbaijan-Pakistan 
economic collaboration set to 
expand as significant initiatives 
are well on the way to enhance 
trade, investment, B2B (Business 
to Business) and people-to-peo-
ple ties. “we are going to estab-
lish azerbaijan Trade Center in 
lahore and Pakistan-azerbaijan 
Chamber of Commerce to bring 
the business communities of both 
countries closer and open new av-
enues for mutual cooperation”, said 
ambassador of azerbaijan Khazar 
Farhadov while speaking here at 
the lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (lCCI) on Monday. 
lCCI President Mian abuzar Shad 
and Senior Vice President Engi-
neer Khalid Usman also spoke  on 
the occasion while lCCI Executive 
Committee Members, including 
Khurram lodhi, ahsan Shahid, asif 
Malik, asif Khan, waqas aslam, ab-
dul Majeed, Karamat ali awan, Riaz 
Shahid, aamir ali, aamna Randha-
wa, ali Imran and former Executive 
Committee Member abdul wadud 
alvi were also present.  The am-
bassador said that azerbaijan had 
a lot of respect and affection for 
Pakistani nation and is committed 
to strengthening bilateral ties. He 
highlighted the duty-free access 
granted to Pakistani rice by azer-
baijan until 2027, encouraging trad-
ers to capitalize on this opportuni-
ty, especially considering Punjab’s 

reputation for producing high-qual-
ity Basmati rice. He assured that 
azerbaijani authorities would pro-
vide maximum facilitation to Pa-
kistani traders exploring oppor-
tunities in azerbaijan. Referring 
to the positive impact of direct 
flights between the two countries, 
the ambassador revealed that bi-
lateral trade volume has tripled 
since 2022, growing from USd 10 
million to significantly higher lev-
els. He said that over 80,000 Paki-
stanis visited azerbaijan last year 

which reflects the growing inter-
est and people-to-people connec-
tions. The ambassador also invit-
ed Pakistani investors to explore 
opportunities in azerbaijan’s in-
frastructure and energy sectors 
and highlighted the country’s 
strategic position as a key interna-
tional transport corridor between 
asia and Europe. He highlighted 
azerbaijan’s strong trade surplus 
and assured robust support for 
potential collaborations. On the 
energy front, ambassador Far-

hadov stressed the importance of 
further collaboration in defense, 
petroleum products and other 
sectors. He also reiterated the 
USd 2 billion investment com-
mitment made during azerbaijan 
President’s visit to Pakistan, with 
work underway to realize these 
projects. lCCI President Mian 
abuzar Shad underscored the 
excellent diplomatic, historical 
and cultural relations between Pa-
kistan and azerbaijan and called 
for joint efforts to boost bilateral 

trade to USd one billion in the 
coming years. He said that azer-
baijan shares borders with Russia, 
Georgia, Iran, Turkey and arme-
nia. The geographic position of 
azerbaijan makes it a key player in 
regional trade and transportation 
networks. azerbaijan is also known 
for its huge reserves of oil and 
natural gas which make it a major 
player in the global energy market. 
The lCCI president said that de-
spite having such deep relations, 
we have yet to succeed in utilizing 
the real trade potential. according 
to the trade figures, our exports to 
azerbaijan in 2023-24 were just 6 
million dollars whereas the imports 
from azerbaijan amounted to few 
thousand dollars. The main reason 
of such a low level of trade is lack 
of proper information about each 
other’s markets.  “we are really 
keen to take fair share in the overall 
trade of azerbaijan. The global ex-
ports of azerbaijan were around 34 
billion dollars while global imports 
were nearly 17 billion dollars in 
2023. we need to make joint efforts 
to take trade volume between both 
countries to at least One Billion 
dollars in coming few years”, he 
added.  lCCI Senior Vice President 
Engineer Khalid Usman said that 
Pakistan’s exports to azerbaijan 
consist of rice, water pumps, fruits 
and fabrics of cotton etc. There 
is an urgent need of finding new 
products lines and new avenues of 
cooperation for enhancing trade be-
tween Pakistan and azerbaijan.  

CM Bugti, Iranian envoy vow 
to promote bilateral relations

QUETTa: ambassador of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
dr. Reza amiri Moqadam 
called on Balochistan Chief 
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti 
here on Monday at the CM 
Secretariat The discussions 
were held on promoting 
trade, educational and cul-
tural relations between Pa-
kistan and Iran during the 
meeting. welcoming the Ira-
nian delegation, the Chief 
Minister of Balochistan said 
that he valued the centu-
ries-old long-standing rela-
tions between Pakistan and 
Iran, the two countries have 
always shared each other’s 
joys and sorrows.
It is the need of the hour to 
further strengthen trade, 
cultural and social relations 
between the two countries, 
he said. In the meeting, 
the Iranian ambassador 
offered cooperation in vari-
ous fields of social develop-

ment including increasing 
trade volume, educational 
scholarships, and technical 
education. The Chief Min-
ister said that exchange of 
delegations and trade rela-
tions between Balochistan 
and Iran at different levels 
would be further promoted 
saying that prevention of 
illegal smuggling, effective 
measures could be taken 
for and a lasting solution to 
be found to the problems 
being faced by traders. He 
said that efforts would be 
made to resolve the prob-
lems of the border adjacent 
to Balochistan in collab-
oration with the central 
government so that facili-
ties could be provided to 
the traders. The CM said 
that the establishment of 
law and order in the areas 
would increase trade activi-
ties and it could be possible 
to eliminate smuggling. In 

this regard, a meeting will 
also be held in Islamabad 
in which representatives 
of the Chambers of Com-
merce will be invited, he 
said. The Chief Minister as-
sured of facilities for Irani-
an traders and said that no 
legal commercial container 
or truck would face any kind 
of problems in Balochistan. 
For timely resolution of 
such problems, the Iranian 
Consulate should appoint 
its, a representative who 
will be in touch with the rel-
evant authorities of the pro-
vincial government to assist 
the traders, he said. while 
offering educational schol-
arships, the Iranian ambas-
sador said that Iran is keen 
to start various programs 
for Pakistani students. The 
CM also appreciated the of-
fer and said that the Iranian 
Consulate and the officials 
of the Balochistan govern-

ment would jointly prepare 
a plan for the scholarship 
program. Mir Sarfraz Bugti 
said that under this offer, a 
special educational schol-
arship program would also 
be launched for the Hazara 
community living in Quetta.
He said that for the first 
time in the history of Ba-
lochistan, the Benazir Bhut-
to Scholarship Program has 
been launched adding that 
under which students are 
being given scholarships 
for higher education in two 
hundred prominent univer-
sities around the world.
Providing technical training 
and employment is among 
the priorities of the provin-
cial government, he main-
tained. He accepted the 
invitation to visit Iran at the 
invitation of the Iranian am-
bassador and said that he 
would soon visit Iran with a 
delegation.—DNa

KP to launch free medication 
project for underprivileged citizens

Ehtesham ali stressed the government’s efforts to enhance 
healthcare facilities at the regional level to reduce the burden on 

teaching hospitals
PESHawaR: The advisor to the Chief Minister on Health, Ehtesham ali on Monday announced a groundbreaking 
initiative to provide free outpatient medications to underprivileged individuals across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The 
project would be piloted at the Mardan Medical Complex (MMC), with plans for future expansion across the prov-
ince. Speaking during his visit to Bacha Khan Medical College, Ehtesham ali highlighted the provincial govern-
ment’s commitment to improving healthcare and education, terming them as top priorities. He emphasized that 
stringent criteria would be established to ensure only deserving patients benefit from the free medication scheme. 
Provincial Minister for Food, Zahir Shah Toru, and Members of the Provincial assembly Iftikhar Mashwani, abdul 
Salam afridi also accompanied the CM’s aide. Officials from the Mardan Medical Teaching Institution, including 
Board of Governors Chairman Prof dr arshad Javed, and other key staff members, briefed the delegation about 
institutional operations. Ehtesham ali stressed the government’s efforts to enhance healthcare facilities at 
the regional level to reduce the burden on teaching hospitals. He added that the health department was 
also working on an online portal to provide real-time information about available medicines in provincial 
hospitals. The portal aimed to improve transparency and ensure timely availability of essential medicines. 
Highlighting the importance of accountability, the advisor assured swift action against any negligence or 
complaints related to healthcare services. during the visit, the dean and CEO of Bacha Khan Medical Col-
lege and MMC, Prof dr amjad ali, briefed the officials about the progress of various projects, including the 
establishment of endocrinology, neurology, dermatology, and plastic surgery departments within the past six 
months. He also highlighted the near-completion of facilities such as a 10-bed Medical ICU, a Cath lab, and 
the 130-bed Benazir Bhutto Children’s Hospital. dr amjad requested financial support for procuring an MRI and 

CT scanner for MMC and completing remaining development work at the children’s hospital.—DNa

Police 
martyrs’4 

kids job as 
ASI notified

aBBOTTaBad: In a signif-
icant move, deputy Inspec-
tor General (dIG) of Police 
Hazara, nasir Mahmood 
Monday has issued a no-
tification for the recruit-
ment of four children of 
police martyrs as assistant 
Sub-Inspectors (aSI). This 
decision was made after 
fulfilling all departmental 
rules and regulations, with 
the children of four martyrs 
from Hazara Police now be-
ing appointed to the posts.
The children include 
Mubashir ahmad, the son 
of martyr Constable Chan-
zeb from Manshera dis-
trict, Ins Khan, son of mar-
tyr aSI Muhammad akram 
from Kohistan district, 
Saif Sajid, son of martyr 
Constable Sajid Khan from 
Manshera district, and naf-
is Hussain, son of martyr 
Constable naveed Hussain 
from Haripur district.
while addressing the newly 
appointed children of the 
martyrs, dIG Hazara nasir 
Mahmood Satti expressed 
his congratulations and ac-
knowledged the sacrifices 
made by their fathers. 
He emphasized that the 
martyred officers had laid 
down their lives for the pro-
tection of the nation and for 
maintaining peace and or-
der.  He further noted that 
these martyrs had earned 
the highest honor of mar-
tyrdom, a significant sac-
rifice for the nation. nasir 
Mahmood Satti reaffirmed 
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Police is always committed 
to supporting the families 
of its martyrs and prioritiz-
es their welfare.  He also 
urged the newly appointed 
aSIs to serve the nation 
with the same dedication 
and commitment as their 
fathers did, ensuring peace, 
national security, and jus-
tice for the oppressed.  
Satti encouraged them to 
uphold the values of hard 
work, dedication, and hon-
esty in fulfilling their  re-
sponsibilities and to make 
their martyred fathers, 
their families, and the de-
partment proud.—aPP

Kundi suggests 
initiating global 
programs if KP 
govt approves

PESHawaR: Governor  
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Faisal Karim Kundi, on 
Monday offered to initiate 
international programs in 
collaboration with global or-
ganizations if the provincial 
government agrees.  He em-
phasized his willingness to 
engage international insti-
tutions to address pressing 
issues in the province. Gov-
ernor Kundi alsoighlighted 
the disparity in healthcare 
benefits between provinc-
es, particularly pointing out 
the significant difference in 
health card benefits. 
He said, “If you visit Sindh 
with me, you will realize 
that while the health card 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provides benefits worth 1 
million rupees, in Sindh, it 
exceeds 5 million rupees.”  
The Governor saidhis while 
talking to media at Pesha-
war Press Club, where he 
offered Fatiha with senior 
journalist Fida adeel over 
demise of his father. Gover-
nor Kundi emphasized that 
negotiations are only possi-
ble with serious parties and 
stressed that dialogue is the 
only way to resolve ongoing 
problems.  He mentioned 
that the founder of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
would not receive any nRO, 
and criticized the shift in 
political allegiances, saying 
that people who were once 
unwilling to engage with 
certain political parties are 
now willing to do so.—aPP

KP law 
minister for 
preparing 

public welfare 
projects

PESHawaR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Minister for law 
and Parliamentary affairs 
aftab alam afridi advocate 
on Monday stressed on 
preparing the projects of 
public interest in the fields 
of education, health, drink-
ing water, electricity, gas, 
communication and works 
under the Production Bonus 
Fund (PBF). The law minis-
ter directed the authorities 
concerned to prepare such 
projects which would directly 
benefit the people. In a state-
ment issued here he further 
directed that coordination 
between all departments was 
very important for timely 
completion of the projects. 
Referring to PBF he said that 
transparent and fair use of 
the fund would be ensured at 
all costs and each and every 
penny would be spent purely 
on the welfare of the people. 
He added that a comprehen-
sive development plan would 
be devised keeping in view 
the needs of each area under 
the PBF.—aPP

Punajb CM  
distributes 
Honhaar 

scholarship 
cheques

BaHawalPUR: Punjab 
Chief Minister Maryam 
nawaz Sharif distributed 
Honhaar merit scholarship 
cheques among students of 
Bahawalpur division at the 
Islamia University Baha-
walpur, Baghdad-ul-Jadeed 
Campus. Chief Minister Mar-
yam nawaz Sharif mingled 
with the students present at 
the event. She invited squash 
player Sohail adnan, who 
won the British Junior Cham-
pionship Under 13, to sit be-
side her and also presented 
him with a prize cheque of 
5 million rupees. The Chief 
Minister sat among the stu-
dents and engaged in con-
versation. at the request of 
the students, CM Maryam 
nawaz joined them in sing-
ing the national anthem. 
Following her instructions, 
a guard of honor was pre-
sented in honor of the stu-
dents. a disciplined police 
contingent gave a general 
salute to the students. The 
Chief Minister also called 
over special needs students 
who were singing to ex-
press her affection. a doc-
umentary about the merit 
awards was presented at 
the event. a total of 3,011 
students from Bahawalpur 
division received merit 
scholarships amounting 
to 173.2 million rupees. 
after lahore division, Ba-
hawalpur division received 
the highest number of mer-
it scholarships, with 2,296 
students from public sector 
universities awarded 147.1 
million rupees in scholar-
ships.—aPP

Police for strict 
action against 

officers in crime-
prone areas: dIG 
ISlaMaBad: deputy Inspector General (dIG) police, 
Syed ali Raza, has reinforced the Islamabad Police’s 
commitment to eradicating crime during a briefing with 
zonal SPs, SHOs, Moharrirs, and the dolphin Squad, 
on Monday. a public relation officer told aPP that 
dIG Raza issued a clear directive that officers would 
be held accountable for criminal incidents occurring in 
their areas. “any criminal activity will result in strict 
action against the officer in charge,” he said. dIG Raza 
instructed officers to enhance patrolling in commercial 
areas using smart cars and focus on thorough checks at 
crime hotspots. dIG Raza also urged officers to make 
patrols more efficient, stressing that combating crime 
required courage and determination. “This mission 
demands sacrifice, and no effort should be spared in 
protecting our citizens,” he added. To motivate better 
performance, dIG Raza assured that officers demon-
strating excellence would be rewarded with incentives. 
On the other hand, poor performance or negligence 
would lead to strict departmental consequences. dIG 
Raza concluded by stressing that protecting citizens’ 
lives and property and controlling crime is the top 
priority for Islamabad Police. “any negligence in this 
regard will not be tolerated,” he said, reaffirming the 
police force’s resolve to safeguard the capital. The 
briefing highlights Islamabad Police’s determination 
to create a secure and crime-free environment, with a 
clear focus on enhancing public safety and law enforce-
ment effectiveness.—DNa

The sale of calligraphic pieces supported the artist and underscored 
the importance of preserving traditional art forms



wild Life Board obduracy  
led to closure of Monal

at the behest of chairperson Islamabad wildlife Board, la Montana and Monal were not only closed, 
but the buildings of these restaurants built with government money were also demolished

DNA

ISlaMaBad: at the behest of 
chairperson Islamabad wildlife 
Board, la Montana and Monal 
were not only closed, but the 
buildings of these restaurants 
built with government money 
were also demolished. Margal-
la national Park has a law and 
boundary, Margalla Hills, and 
Pir Sohawa Road have neither 
any legal status nor any separate 
law. If the Chairperson wildlife 
Board has discovered such a law, 
then the general public should 
also be informed about it.  The 
wildlife law applies equally to Is-
lamabad Club, Riding Club, Polo 

Club, Gun Club and more than 

100 restaurants and commercial 
centers located in The Margalla 
Hills national Park. Shah-allah 
ditta, Shakarparian, Club Road 
and all the commercial centers 
in Saidpur are still doing their 
business.  The affectees held 
a protest demonstration and 
asked the Chairperson wildlife 
Board, ‘our question is about 
the double standards of the or-
dinance, why do officers have 
separate laws for their children 
and separate for public spaces? 
at the behest of the Chairper-
son wildlife Board, demolish-
ing only two restaurants out of 
113 commercial centers in the 
national park is not personal 
enmity, then what else is? Our 
only demand to the Chairper-

son wildlife Board is that all 
the restaurants used by officers 
and their children in Margalla 
national Park should also be 
brought under the preview of 
the national Park law.  what 
could be a greater example of 
the excesses of the Chairper-
son wildlife Board than the 
fact that after the demolition of 
Monal and la Montana, a huge 
restaurant in daman Koh was 
licensed to do business with-
in the limits of Margalla Park.  
But the Chairperson wildlife 
Board refused to meet the 1,100 
employees who were rendered 
unemployed.  ‘These actions of 
the Chairperson wildlife Board 
made us unemployed on the one 
hand and on the other hand, the 

entire area was made a hub of 
criminal activities. In the last 
four months, three murders and 
several robberies have taken 
place on Pir Sohawa Road, the 
record of which is available at 
Kohsar police station. not only 
this, Pir Sohawa Road is also 
completely damaged at this 
time and garbage and dirt are 
seen everywhere. why don’t 
the so-called environmental 
pollution authorities see all 
this now?  with the closure of 
the 4 acres restaurants in the 
31,000-acre Margalla national 
Park, which were located in the 
name of chowki in the Master 
Plan of Islamabad and have been 
providing entertainment to the 
general public, has the wildlife 

in Margalla national Park been 
relieved of all the problems 
faced by them? and due to the 
demolition of both the restau-
rants, has the wildlife started us-
ing Pir Sohawa Road? not at all, 
it is a blatant joke and lie.  ‘we 
demand from the Chairperson 
wildlife Board that all unem-
ployed employees should be 
given licenses to open kiosks 
on the land adjacent to Mon-
al and la Montana and if our 
legitimate demand is not met, 
our next step will be a sit-in 
in front of the Islamabad Club 
and will continue till the law 
of the wildlife Board is equal-
ly implemented on Islamabad 
Club. Hope It doesn’t happen’, 
the protesters added.

SUPARCO’s 
Satellite to be 
launched on 

Jan 17
ISlaMaBad: Pakistan Space 
and Upper atmosphere 
Research Commission (SU-
PaRCO) has announced the 
upcoming launch of Pakistan’s 
Indigenous Electro-Optical 
(EO-1) Satellite from Jiuquan 
Satellite launch Centre 
(JSlC), China, on January 17. 
according to the SUPaRCO, 
the launch of the indigenous 
EO-1 mission reflects SUPaR-
CO’s dedication and expertise 
in advancing Pakistan’s tech-
nological capabilities in space 
science and innovation.  This 
indigenously developed sat-
ellite represents a significant 
achievement in Pakistan’s 
space technology journey 
and is poised to enhance the 
country’s ability to monitor 
and manage natural resourc-
es, predict and respond to 
natural disasters, support food 
security, and drive economic 
growth through informed de-
cision-making and sustainable 
development. The EO-1 sat-
ellite offers substantial bene-
fits across various sectors in 
Pakistan. In agriculture, it will 
enable precision farming by 
monitoring crops, assessing 
irrigation needs, predicting 
yields, and supporting food 
security initiatives.  For urban 
development, the satellite will 
assist in tracking infrastruc-
ture growth, managing urban 
sprawl, and aiding city and 
regional planning efforts. In 
environmental monitoring 
and disaster management, it 
will provide timely updates 
on floods, landslides, earth-
quakes, deforestation, and 
land erosion.  additionally, it 
will support extraction and 
conservation strategies for nat-
ural resources, including mon-
itoring of minerals, oil and gas 
fields, glacier recession, and 
water resources. The launch 
of the EO-1 satellite marks a 
momentous milestone in Pa-
kistan’s space journey.  This 
achievement is set to position 
advanced space technology 
capabilities at the forefront of 
national progress and develop-
ment, aligning with the goals 
of national Space Policy. — 

SAifullAh ANSAR

ISlaMaBad: nasir Mansoor 
Qureshi, President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), emphasized the pivotal 
role of Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (SMEs) in driving eco-
nomic growth and development. He 
stressed that addressing the chal-
lenges faced by SMEs is crucial for 
their development and, ultimately, 
for the country’s economic pro-
gress. Qureshi urged the govern-
ment and relevant stakeholders to 
take concrete measures to resolve 
the key issues confronting SMEs, 
enabling them to realize their full 
potential and contribute meaningful-
ly to the nation’s economic prosper-
ity.  Meanwhile, the ICCI President 
has welcomed the launch of a simpli-
fied SME loan application Form, a 
joint effort by the Small and Medium 

Enterprise development authority 
(SMEda), the State Bank of Paki-
stan, and the Pakistan Banks asso-
ciation to address the long-standing 
barriers SMEs face in accessing 
formal financing due to complex 
loan application processes and 
low financial literacy. Introducing 
the simplified loan app ication 
form is a significant step towards 
promoting SME growth. However, 
Qureshi stressed that more needs 
to be done to achieve rapid and 
sustainable growth in the SME 
sector. He added that streamlining 
regulations reduces bureaucrat-
ic hurdles and encourages SME 
growth. nasir Qureshi went on to 
say that SMEs are the economic 
engine of Pakistan, which contrib-
utes 40 percent of the GdP and 
employs nearly 80 percent of the 
workforce, but unfortunately, their 
potential to contribute to import 
substitution and export enhance-

ment remained largely untapped. 
nasir Qureshi highlighted that Pa-
kistan has over 5.2 million SMEs, 
accounting for approximately 90% 
of private businesses. despite their 
significant presence, SMEs face nu-
merous challenges, including limited 
access to financing, frequent power 
outages, and soaring energy costs, 
which hinder their growth and abil-
ity to create jobs. To address these 
issues, Qureshi emphasized the need 
for a supportive environment that 
bridges the gap between industry 
requirements and available skills. 
Organizations like SMEda, naVT-
TC, and TEVTa must be crucial in 
facilitating this growth. additionally, 
Qureshi suggested that SMEs’ partic-
ipation in international trade shows 
and exhibitions should be encouraged 
to boost their contribution to national 
export revenue. This would enhance 
their competitiveness and promote 
economic development in Pakistan.

ICCI President calls for 
addressing SMEs challenges 
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Chicken price increases  
by rs 79 at last two  
weeks in twin-cities

Faisal sheikh

ISlaMaBad: In the twin 
cities, the price of chick-
en increased by Rs 79 ru-
pees per kg in the last two 
weeks, and the price of 
poultry chicken increased 
to Rs 412 rupees per kilo. 
The last month until de-
cember 24, chicken was 
sold at Rs 333 rupees per 
kg, which was less than 
the previous month’s price 
hike in poultry prices in 
the retail market. The poul-
try consumables, chicken 
and eggs prices have been 
reduced for the past few 
weeks, and are once again 
out of reach of the public. 
The prices of poultry items 
have increased by 23.72 

percent in the twin cities 
of Islamabad and Rawal-
pindi during the last two 
weeks, which has created 
huge volatility in the mar-
ket. according to the mar-
ket survey, during past two 
weeks in the twin cities, a 
23.72 percent increase was 
witnessed in the price of 
chicken, while a same 26 
per cent increase in the 
price of poultry eggs in the 
last seven weeks. accord-
ing to the survey, the price 
of live chicken in the twin 
cities was between Rs 400 
and 412 per kg from the last 
week of this month of Janu-
ary 2025. Similarly, chicken 
meat is sold at Rs 600 to 
610 per kg in the market 
of both cities. during this 
time, it was also found that 
poultry eggs used to be 

sold at Rs 300 to Rs 210 
per dozen in the market of 
both cities. Meanwhile, the 
farmer Chairman Pakistan 
Poultry association (PPa), 
Chaudhry, Muhammad 
ashraf said the increase 
in the current prices of 
poultry is due to demand 
and supply issues. PPa ex. 
Chairman said tha  the in-
crease in poultry  usiness 
inputs and cost of doing 
business was seen across 
the country due to which 
the market was in crisis. 
He said that many people 
related to the chicken busi-
ness in the country were 
affected by the current 
crisis and especially small 
businesses and poultry 
farms were closed, adding 
the poultry business in the 
four provinces including 

Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
suffering from the current 
economic crisis. Chaudhry 
ashraf said that the coun-
try’s economic conditions 
are also an important is-
sue and the poultry feed 
ingredients imported from 
foreign countries are very 
expensive, in which soy-
bean is important. He said 
that many soybean ships 
have stopped at Karachi 
port, which has an inev-
itable impact on poultry 
prices. Pakistan Poultry 
association (PPa) has 
also called for a further 
increase in the prices of 
chicken and there was an 
increase observed in the 
prices of poultry items in 
the twin cities of Islama-
bad and Rawalpindi.

IsLaMaBaD: Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar  chaired a meeting of the working 
group on establishment of textile parks in Pakistan. The meeting was attended by the Minister of Investment, Provincial 

Ministers, secretary Ministry of Foreign affairs, secretary Ministry of Industry, secretary Board of Investment, secretary 
special Investment Facilitation Council and other high officials.—DNa

Organizations like SMEda, naVTTC, and TEVTa must be crucial in 
facilitating this growth. additionally, Qureshi suggested that SMEs’ 
participation in international trade shows and exhibitions should be 
encouraged to boost their contribution to national export revenue

IRSA releases 
29,600 cusecs 

water
ISlaMaBad: Indus River 
System authority (IRSa) 
on Monday released 29,600 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
40,5000 cusecs.  according 
to the data released by IRSa, 
the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela dam was 1476.71 
feet and was 78.71 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was recorded 
as 15,100 cusecs and 10,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla dam was 1134.05 
feet, which was 84.05 feet 
higher than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was record-
ed 5,900 cusecs and 100 
cusecs respectively. The re-
lease of water at Kalabagh, 
Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded as 22,000, 
14,500, 2,000 and 5,700 
cusecs respectively. Similar-
ly, from River Kabul.—aPP

sMeDa to 
organize training 

ISlaMaBad: The Small and Medium Enterprises development authority (SMEda) will 
organize a one-day workshop on “accounting & Bookkeeping for SMEs” for profitable 
business growth on January 14 (Tuesday). The workshop will be held at the Islamabad 
Chamber of Small Traders and Small Industries (ICSTSI), according to sources in the 
authority informed on Monday. The training program will provide information about the 
importance of financial records, accounting concepts, income statements, cash inflow & 
outflow analysis, basic financial ratios, record-keeping best practices, tax considerations, 
accessing financial requirements and record-keeping for taxes. The session would be at-
tended by business owners, accounts staff, emerging and existing entrepreneurs, manag-
ers, executives and team leaders.—aPP
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 ISlaMaBad: Chairperson 
Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), Sena-
tor Rubina Khalid, held a 
live e-Kachehri session via 
BISP’s official Facebook 
account to directly engage 
with beneficiaries and ad-
dress their concerns. Over 
the course of one hour and 
ten minutes, 32 callers from 
across the country spoke 
directly with the Chairper-
son, sharing their issues 
and seeking solutions. Sen-
ator Rubina Khalid issued 
immediate directives to 
BISP officials to resolve the 
complaints.
Heartwarming Gesture of 
Honesty from dera Ismail 
Khan a notable moment 
during the session came 
when 17-year-old ayesha, an 

eighth-grade student from 
dera Ismail Khan, called 
to inform the Chairperson 
that her family was pre-
viously eligible for BISP 
financial assistance but 
now their financial situa-
tion has improved. She re-
quested that her (Mother) 
family be removed from 
the BISP beneficiary list 
so that another deserving 
family could receive the 
assistance. Senator Rubi-
na Khalid lauded ayesha’s 
honesty, describing her as 
an example of integrity. 
She also promised to visit 
ayesha’s family to person-
ally acknowledge their no-
ble gesture.
Senator Khalid remarked, 
“It would greatly benefit 
our program if more indi-

viduals who no longer con-
sider themselves in need 
would come forward vol-
untarily to withdraw. This 
would allow us to extend as-
sistance to other deserving 
families.”
She further advised ben-
eficiaries to refrain from 
requesting repeated sur-
veys for inclusion in the 
program before the two-
year mark, emphasizing 
that unnecessary requests 
could cause unnecessary 
inconvenience.
The Chairperson high-
lighted BISP’s commit-
ment to promote education 
through its school enroll-
ment stipend program, 
ensuring out-of-school 
children are brought back 
into the education system. 

She also clarified that no 
government employee is el-
igible for the BISP program 
under the revised criteria.
Senator Rubina Khalid 
announced that, starting 
January 2025, the quar-
terly Kafalat cash assis-
tance has been increased 
from PKR 10,500 to PKR 
13,500. President asif ali 
Zardari, Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif, and Party Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
have instructed that the 
funds must reach deserv-
ing women with transpar-
ency and dignity. Bene-
ficiaries were advised to 
count their full payment 
amount upon receipt and 
report any deductions im-
mediately.—aPP

 rubina addresses BIsP benefi-
ciaries’ concerns at e-katcheri 

Briefs
Senior 

journalist 
Javed laid  

to rest
RawalPIndI :Senior jour-
nalist Javed, Chief Report-
er of daily ausaf and aBn 
news who passed away due 
to cardiac arrest on Sunday, 
was laid to rest here at the 
Bara Qabristan (graveyard) 
in Chour Harpal on Monday 
morning.  Earlier, the funeral 
prayer of the senior journal-
ist was offered at the grave-
yard, which was attended by 
a large number of people 
from all walks of life, includ-
ing Pakistan awami league 
chief Sheikh Rashid ahmed, 
Pakistan Muslim league-
nawaz leader dr Jamal nasir, 
Pakistan Peoples Party lead-
er Zamurad Khan, journalists 
and aPP employees. late 
Javed Shahzad had a heart at-
tack and was taken to a hospi-
tal but he could not survive. 
He was the elder brother of 
Khurram Shahzad, senior re-
porter of associated Press of 
Pakistan (aPP). —aPP

nCRd training 
programme 
to address 

climate-related 
challenges

ISlaMaBad: The akhtar 
Hameed Khan national 
Centre for Rural devel-
opment (aHKnCRd), in 
collaboration with the Cen-
tre on Integrated Rural 
development for asia and 
the Pacific (CIRdaP), held 
an inaugural ceremony on 
Monday for an Internation-
al Training program at the 
national Centre for Rural 
development (nCRd). The 
program aims to address 
challenges related to cli-
mate change. The title of 
the inaugural event was 
‘disaster Management and 
Climate Change adapta-
tion’. 10 CIRdaP member 
countries, including Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, Fiji, My-
anmar, Thailand, Sri lanka, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, nepal, 
and Iran attended the inter-
national training program. 
The inaugural ceremony 
was chaired by director 
General of nCRd Israr 
Mohammad Khan and was 
also joined by director of 
CIRdaP, Zakirul Haq.  The 
ceremony was also graced 
by the presence of eminent 
dignitaries, including dr. 
Zafar Qadir, Former direc-
tor General of nCRd and 
Former Chairman of the 
national disaster Manage-
ment authority (ndMa); 
dr. Muhammad Israr, Sec-
retary of livestock, Fisher-
ies & Cooperative and Inte-
grated Rural development 
(IRd) expert at CIRdaP; 
dr. Muhammad azeem 
Khan, Former Chairman of 
the Pakistan agricultural 
Research Council (PaRC) 
and Former Member of 
Food Security & Climate 
Change, Planning Commis-
sion of Pakistan; aftab Ur 
Rehman Rana, Managing 
director of the Pakistan 
Tourism development 
Corporation (PTdC); and 
Raheel nazir, CEO of Rah-
e-nau Constellations. 
Moreover, ambassador to 
the Embassy of nepal, Rita 
dhital joined the session. 
In his welcome address, 
director General of nCRd 
Israr Mohammad Khan 
hailed the efforts of organ-
isers for holding this ten-
day extensive international 
training in Pakistan, which 
has begun from January 12. 
He welcomed the delegates 
from CIRdaP member 
countries, delegates of the 
diplomatic corps, and other 
dignitaries and commended 
the efforts of CIRdaP offi-
cials, especially dr. P. Chan-
dra Shekara, dG CIRdaP, 
in that regard.—aPP

CAA’s 
pensioners 
challenges 

withdrawal of 
incentives

ISlaMaBad: an intra-court 
appeal (ICa) has been moved 
to Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Monday challeng-
ing the withdrawal of incen-
tives from the pensioners 
of Civil aviation authority 
(Caa). The ICa is moved 
by the more than 300 pen-
sioners of the Caa against 
the verdict of single member 
bench of IHC, which had 
previously declared the deci-
sion of Caa board as legal. 
The petitioners adopted the 
stance that medical facilities 
have been withdrawn from 
the parents and children of 
pensioners. They said that 
incentives including house 
grants and others were also 
withdrawn by the Caa. The 
petition prayed the court to 
set aside the decision of Caa 
and single member bench of 
IHC.  

CJP advises 
journalists 
to criticize 
judges but 

constructively
ISlaMaBad :The Chief 
Justice of Pakistan Justice 
Yahya afridi has said that dis-
posal of over 8000 cases in 
a short period of time at the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan is 
an achievement.
He said still he felt embar-
rassed to hear inmates in 
various jails are complaining 
about the prolonged litiga-
tion without conclusion but 
assured that the ongoing 
process of reforms in judi-
cial system will reduce cases 
backlog significantly. 
The Chief Justice stated this 
while talking to members of 
the Press association of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 
who called on him Monday at 
the SCP premises.
The Chief Justice briefed 
the press association on his 
reforms’ agenda and said 
that through active use of 
IT, every litigant will be kept 
updated about all orders and 
developments in his case 
through email and whatsapp. 
Moving in the right direction 
and through better case man-
agement, we are going to re-
duce the backlog significantly 
and shortly, the CJP said. 
The Chief Justice advised 
the press that they are free 
to criticize judges and judge-
ments but criticism should 
be constructive and for a bet-
ter cause. all judges are in-
dependent and none of them 
should be clubbed.  The CJP 
added that district judiciary 
works under the high courts 
and the Supreme Court 
doesn’t interfere in their af-
fairs. —aPP

Pak faces  myriad of challenges 
in field of education: Khalid

dr. Khalid said that due to our efforts the percentage of Out of School Children 
 with respect to population is decreasing 

 
DNA

ISlaMaBad: Federal Minister 
for Education and Professional 
Training, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui 
on Monday met with a high-level 
delegation led by former Prime 
Minister of norway Kjell Magne 
Bondevik. The meeting was also 
attended by Secretary Educa-
tion Mohyuddin ahmad wani 
and former Member of the Oslo 
Parliament, norway, aamir Javed 
Sheikh, said a press release. dr. 
Khalid Maqbool welcomed the 
former Prime Minister of norway 
Kjell Magne Bondevik. He said 
that Kjell Magne Bondevik is a 
friend of Pakistan who has always 
worked towards helping Pakistan 
in fighting its challenges. The 
minister said that the presence of 
His Excellency internationalized 
the agenda of the International 
Conference on Girl’s Education. 
He said that Pakistan is taking the 
lead for the Islamic countries to 
tackle the issue of girl’s education 
and Out of School Children in gen-
eral. dr Khalid Maqbool said that 
Pakistan faces a myriad of chal-
lenges in the field of education in 
the wake of climate change. He 
said that the present government 
has also declared an educational 
emergency. He said that current-
ly the Ministry of Education is 
addressing the issues of access 
to schools, limited infrastructure, 
quality of teachers training and 
nutritional problems of children 
in collaboration with other minis-
tries. dr. Khalid said that due to 
our efforts the percentage of Out 
of School Children with respect to 
population is decreasing. He said 
that to develop and implement 
targeted interventions a special 
department called Pakistan In-

stitute of Education has been de-
veloped to gather accurate data 
about challenges being faced by 
the Education sector of the coun-
try. The minister said that to ad-
dress the cultural impediments 
of access to education for girls, 
the International Conference 
on Girl’s Education will be a his-
toric achievement. He said that 
religious scholars from all over 
the world supported the cause 
of girl’s education. He said that 
Pakistan has taken the lead to 
eradicate the misconception sur-
rounding girl’s education in the 
Islamic countries. Kjell Magne 
Bondevik said, ”I have always 
worked towards helping Pakistan 

in resolving its numerous strate-
gic and internal challenges.” He 
said that Pakistan has made histo-
ry by conducting the International 
Conference on Girl’s Education. 
He said that Pakistan has huge 
potential and through proper 
management of resources all of 
the issues can be addressed. He 
praised the efforts of the Minis-
try for Education and the Federal 
Minister of Education in cham-
pioning the cause of promoting 
girl’s education. Secretary Edu-
cation Mohyuddin ahmad wani 
said that Pakistan has adopted 
latest techniques and approached 
to tackle all of the challenges of 
the education sector. He said that 

Pakistan is focusing on effective 
disaster management to protect 
the educational infrastructure of 
the country. He said that climate 
change has presented unique 
challenges but the Ministry of 
Education has started targeted 
interventions to ensure positive 
outcomes, adding that a special 
pink bus program was launched 
in GB and Islamabad to ensure 
that female students do not have 
to face logistical issues of access 
to schools. He also said that a 
Schools Meals Program has also 
been launched which will ensure 
that the stunting issue of children 
is also addressed. He explained 
that under the leadership of Prime 

Minister of Pakistan a special task 
force on education was also formed 
which has been a guiding beacon for 
all of the efforts of the government.
Meanwhile,Federal Minister for 
Education and Professional Train-
ing, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui on 
Monday met with a delegation led 
by the deputy Minister for Educa-
tion of Yemen dr. ali alabab to dis-
cuss girls’ education. The meeting 
was also attended by the ambassa-
dor of Yemen to Pakistan Moham-
med Motahar alashabi and addi-
tional Secretary Education Hassan 
Saqlain, said a press release.  dr. 
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui welcomed 
the deputy Minister for Education 
of Yemen dr. ali alabab. 

Serena Interchange 
underpass opened for traffic

DNA

ISlaMaBad: Islamabad residents have 
received good news as the Serena Inter-
change Underpass has been opened for 
traffic,  development authority (Cda) 
spokesperson confirmed on Monday. 
Talking to news agency, he said a key 
phase of the project has been completed, 
marking significant progress following 
directives of Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin naqvi.
The connection roads and slipways linked 
to the underpass have been finalised, fa-
cilitating smooth traffic flow in the area. 
additionally, he said the structural work 
on two underpasses under construc-
tion on Srinagar Highway has also been 
completed, adding to the project’s mo-
mentum. Meanwhile, Chairman Cda, 

Muhammad ali Randhawa, visited the 
Serena Underpass site and expressed sat-
isfaction with the construction progress. 
He announced that the underpass locat-
ed Suhrawardy Road is now operational 
for traffic, bringing relief to commuters 
facing long-standing congestion issues. 
“This is a significant milestone for the 
Serena Interchange project,” stated the 
Cda Chairman. “The remaining seg-
ments of the project are progressing rap-
idly, and we are committed to delivering 
quality infrastructure to the residents of 
Islamabad.” He also highlighted the ongo-
ing work on landscaping and horticulture 
around the site, ensuring that the under-
pass area will be both functional and aes-
thetically pleasing. with the completion 
of this crucial project, Islamabad’s traffic 
woes are expected to see considerable 
improvement, offering residents a more 
efficient and smoother commute.—aPP

Urgent policy urged to 
 safeguard textile Industry

ISlaMaBad: Chairman of Pakistan Textile Council, Fawad anwar on Monday issued an urgent appeal to the Federal 
Minister for Finance and Revenue, Muhammad aurangzeb, emphasizing the critical need for immediate policy inter-
vention to prevent for the revival of Pakistan’s textile industry. In a letter addressed by the Chairman of PTC, Fawad 
anwar, the Council highlighted the severe financial strain faced by the textile sector, which contributes nearly 60% of 
Pakistan’s export earnings and employs over 15 million people, said in a statements issued here. “we believe a cali-
brated policy approach which can safeguard Pakistan’s textile sector from irreversible damage while still aligning with 
the country’s macroeconomic goals,” Fawad anwar, Chairman of Pakistan Textile Council said. He said that despite 
the positive impact of structural reforms under the IMF program, their implementation has resulted in unsustainable 
financial challenges for the textile industry, requiring immediate policy recalibration. Key Concerns Raised by PTC is 
crippling energy Costs and industrial electricity tariffs have reached 16-18 cents/kwh, nearly double the rates in Viet-
nam, Bangladesh, India, and China, he said.  Chairman PTC said that as prices for captive power have surged above $13-
14/MMBtu compared to $5-8/MMBtu in regional economies, with additional capacity charges and surcharges further 
inflating costs. He said the working capital rates have jumped from 2% to approximately 14%. and recent IMF-driven tax 
policies, including minimum turnover taxes and super taxes, have increased effective tax rates to over 50%, significantly 
impacting profitability in this low-margin, high-volume industry. The investment in industrial re -investments, crucial for 
sector survival, has become difficult   due to soaring short-term interest rates, he said. PTC also warned that the contin-
ued financial stress could result in the closure of textile mills, sparking mass unemployment, civil unrest, and long-term 
economic instability. He said that giving recommendations for Sustainable Sector Stability and urged the government to 
adopt a balanced and calibrated approach that ensures economic stability without compromising the long-term viability 
of Pakistan’s key foreign exchange-generating industries. Key recommendations include: Balancing proposed reforms 
with global competitiveness considerations for export sectors and gradually phasing out subsidies while enhancing 
public infrastructure for sustainable energy pricing, he said.  He  proposed reducing capacity charges by negotiating 
lower tariffs with power producers, especially for imported fuel-based plants and revisiting levies on captive power and 
ensuring regionally competitive gas rates for industrial use. He proposed implementing a more balanced taxation frame-
work that ensures industry viability and retains critical foreign exchange inflows. The Pakistan Textile Council remains 
committed to working collaboratively with the government to ensure sustainable growth for Pakistan’s textile industry, 
which is vital for the nation’s economic stability and long-term prosperity. —DNa

3 drug peddlers, 
3 liquor suppliers 

arrested
likewise, the R a Bazaar Police 
nabbed two accused for illegally 

decanting of liquefied Petroleum 
Gas and seized gas cylinders and 

refilling equipment
RawalPIndI:The Rawalpindi Police on Monday arrested 
three drug peddlers, three liquor suppliers and two other 

accused for illegal lPG decanting from different areas.
according to a police spokesman, the Morgah held three 
drug peddlers with more than 4.5 kilograms of hashish. The 
arrested accused included Ikram, Imran and Tariq. Similarly, 
the waris Khan Police arrested three liquor suppliers namely 
Zahid, Khalil-ur-Rehman and Hamza Omar, and recovered 18 
litres of liquor from them. likewise, the R a Bazaar Police 
nabbed two accused for illegally decanting of liquefied Petro-
leum Gas and seized gas cylinders and refilling equipment. 
The accused were identified as Tariq and Saqib. —aPP

Islamabad: Federal Minister for education and Professional Training, Khalid Maqbool siddiqui  with a high-level  
delegation led by former Prime Minister of Norway Kjell Magne Bondevik after meeting.

PIMS launches 
patients 
helpline 
service

ISlaMaBad: Pakistan In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(PIMS) on Monday launched 
a helpline service to immedi-
ately address the  concerns 
of patients. The step was 
taken on the special instruc-
tion of Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif for 
the convenience of patients. 
according to dr. Mubashir 
Mushtaq daha, spokesper-
son to the Executive direc-
tor of PIMS hospital, now 
patients can contact through 
phone number 0519071711 
directly in case of problems 
related to treatment at the 
hospital. He said that best 
treatment facilities are being 
provided in the capital’s larg-
est hospital, PIMS. He said 
that signboards have been 
installed at various places 
in the hospital for the con-
venience and awareness of 
patients and their families. 
He said that thousands of 
patients come to PIMS OPd 
and its emergency for treat-
ment on daily basis. He said 
that the Prime Minister’s 
Coordinator for Health, dr. 
Malik Mukhtar ahmed Barth 
has taken important initia-
tives to provide best health 
facilities in Islamabad. He 
added the availability  f sen-
ior doctors in the hospital 
for 24 hours to serve pa-
tients has been ensured. He 
said that Ed PIMS dr. Im-
ran Sikandar is committed 
to resolve the complaints of 
patients timely on contact-
ing him through helpline 
number. He said that basic 
medicines are being provid-
ed free of cost to thousands 
of patients in the hospital 
every day.—aPP
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Trump’s Greenland 
gambit

UK return to 
‘pragmatic’ tradition

I n august 2019, then US president donald Trump made headlines with 
his surprising proposal to buy Greenland from denmark. while the idea 
was met with scepticism and humour, it also reignited a historical debate 

and shed light on Greenland’s growing geopolitical significance. as Trump 
prepares to re-enter the white House, his renewed interest in Greenland – and 
its implications for US foreign policy and arctic governance – merits deeper 
examination. The idea is not new. In 1868, US secretary of state william H. 
Seward, fresh from acquiring alaska, expressed interest in Greenland and Ice-
land as part of america’s expansion strategy. In 1946, the Truman administra-
tion offered denmark US$100 million in gold for Greenland, recognising its 
strategic importance with a Cold war emerging. while denmark declined, the 
US was allowed to establish military bases on Greenland, including at Pituffik 
(formerly Thule), which remains a critical part of its arctic strategy. Green-
land’s appeal lies in its immense natural resources, including rare earth min-
erals, and oil and gas reserves, as well as its strategic location between north 
america and Europe. as climate change accelerates arctic ice melt, opening up 
new shipping routes and resource extraction opportunities, Greenland’s geopo-
litical value has soared. Trump’s interest in Greenland reflects a long-standing 
recognition of its importance in global affairs. Under international law, the no-
tion of buying Greenland raises complex questions. Greenland is an autono-
mous territory within the kingdom of denmark. while denmark retains control 
over foreign affairs and defence, Greenland’s government manages its internal 
affairs and has the right to pursue full independence through a referendum. 
Buying Greenland would require the consent of both denmark and Greenland’s 
governments. The transaction is likely to involve negotiations under interna-
tional treaties and the United nations Charter, which upholds the principle of 
self-determination. Greenland’s population of roughly 56,000 – predominantly 
indigenous Inuit – would need to be consulted, ensuring their rights and in-
terests are protected. while there is no modern precedent, analogous cases 
like the 1917 sale of the danish west Indies (now the US Virgin Islands) offer 
insights into the legal and diplomatic challenges. Trump’s proposal has elicited 
mixed reactions from arctic stakeholders. denmark’s government swiftly dis-
missed the idea, with Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen calling it “absurd” back 
in 2019. Greenland’s leaders echoed this sentiment, emphasising its autonomy 
and rejecting any notion of a sale. Other arctic states, including Canada, norway 
and Russia, are likely to have viewed Trump’s proposal with a mix of amusement 
and apprehension. For Canada, Greenland’s proximity to its arctic territories 
highlights shared security and environmental concerns, prompting a measured 
response. while Canada is unlikely to support the US proposal, it is likely to 
be viewed with a mix of caution and concern. any such development would be 
closely monitored, with Canada emphasising the importance of multilateral co-
operation, environmental stewardship and the protection of indigenous rights.

B RITISH Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves started to visit China 
from Saturday and jointly restarted with the Chinese side the China-UK Eco-
nomic and Financial dialogue that had been suspended for six years. after 

Keir Starmer came to power last year, his administration conveyed the willingness 
to improve relations with China. In november 2024, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer met during the G20 Summit in Brazil, the 
first time since 2018 when the leaders of the two countries met in person, marking 
important progress in bilateral relations. The resumption of economic and financial 
dialogue between the two sides is a concrete action to implement the important 
consensus reached by the leaders of the two countries. China-UK relations have 
shown signs of warming up under the support from leaders of the two countries, 
and “pragmatic” has become the key word. The world has noticed that Reeves men-
tioned “pragmatic” four times in her closing speech at the dialogue, hoping to de-
velop a “pragmatic and predictable” relationship with China. during the dialogue, 
the two sides reached a series of mutually beneficial and win-win results and consen-
sus. Reeves told the British media that she looked forward to China issuing its first 
overseas sovereign green bond in london this year.  Vice Premier He lifeng, who 
co-chaired the dialogue, also said that China welcomes British financial companies 
to expand RMB services and welcomes British companies to participate in Chi-
na’s green finance and pension industries. The search for respective strengths and 
common ground and the promotion of cooperation in this way is highly anticipated 
by the various sectors of the two countries, especially the business communities. 
although China and the UK have differences in history, culture, values and social 
systems, they share extensive common interests. The history since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between China and the UK has also proved that differ-
ences do not necessarily lead to confrontation. The important thing is to seek and 
expand the scope of cooperation between the two countries in a pragmatic manner. 
Over the past decade or so, the China-UK Economic and Financial dialogue has 
achieved great results. during this period, the UK became the first major western 
country to apply to join the aIIB. China’s sovereign bonds were issued in london 
for the first time and the Shanghai-london Stock Connect was launched. The two 
sides strengthened the strategic alignment between the joint construction of the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the northern Powerhouse plan. These results have 
promoted the internationalization of the RMB, deepened the interconnection of 
financial markets of both sides, and enhanced cooperation in investment, trade and 
technological innovation between the two sides. This has accumulated lessons and 
confidence for the reset and expansion of more cooperation areas at this stage. 
The delegation accompanying Reeves on her visit to China includes the Governor 
of the Bank of England, the Chairman of Standard Chartered and the Chairman 
of HSBC. This lineup of top banking executives reflects British capital’s strong in-
terest in the Chinese market, long-term confidence in China’s economic growth 
potential, and trust in China’s policies for further opening up its financial markets.
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remarkable growth of asian economies: 
China and Pakistan

democratic erosion in contemporary politics

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad akram Zaheer

a MOnG news of an economic slowdown in Chi-
na and economic challenges in Pakistan, I was 
surprised to notice the outstanding ratings of 

both countries on the economic front based on the 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) method. according 
to the world Bank, China, with an economy of $34.66 
trillion, assumed the first position, outperforming the 
US, which stood in second place with a PPP GdP of 
$27.72 trillion. according to the world Bank, Pakistan 
ranked 25th globally with a PPP GdP of $1.50 trillion, 
outperforming countries like the netherlands, argen-
tina, Malaysia, South africa, Singapore, Switzerland, 
Israel, denmark, and many others. The performance 
of both China and Pakistan was even more impressive 
according to data released by the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) based on Gross domestic Product 
(GdP) measured in Purchasing Power Parity (PPP). 
according to the IMF, China’s GdP (PPP) was project-
ed at $39.44 trillion, positioning it as the world’s larg-
est economy by PPP, while the United States trailed 
behind at $30.34 trillion, making it the second-largest 
economy by PPP. These projections highlight Chi-
na’s significant economic lead over the United States 
in PPP terms, with China’s economy expected to be 
about 30% larger than that of the U.S. in 2025.
according to the IMF, though the prediction about Pa-
kistan’s economy was not as optimistic as that of the 
world Bank, Pakistan’s projected GdP (PPP) for 2025 
is approximately $1.66 trillion, ranking it 26th globally. 
This places Pakistan ahead of several European coun-
tries such as Portugal ($529.9 billion), Greece ($453.4 
billion), and the Czech Republic ($645.5 billion), as 
well as asian nations like Singapore ($918.4 billion), 
Malaysia ($1.46 trillion), and the Philippines ($1.48 
trillion). world Economics’ analysis and database pro-
vide a broader perspective on GdP figures by incorpo-
rating adjustments for the size of the informal economy 
and outdated base year data. according to world Eco-
nomics, China’s GdP (PPP) is estimated to be $42.817 
trillion for 2025, capturing the vast informal economy 
that significantly contributes to its economic activity. 
This adjusted figure underscores China’s position as 
the world’s largest economy by PPP, reflecting the ex-
pansive informal sector and its unregistered contribu-
tions to economic output. Such recalibrations highlight 
China’s global economic dominance and the scale of ac-
tivities not captured in official datasets. world Econom-
ics presented one of the most impressive predictions 
for the year 2025, estimating Pakistan’s GdP at $2.08 
trillion, which is 46% larger than the official world 

Bank estimate of $1.347 trillion for 2023. This revised 
figure elevates Pakistan’s GdP (PPP) ranking for 2025 
to approximately 24th place globally, surpassing many 
countries of Europe and africa, South america, and 
asia. The adjustment highlights an economy far larger 
than previously recognized, largely due to the inclusion 
of Pakistan’s substantial informal sector. This empha-
sizes the importance of integrating informal activities 
into formal structures to promote sustainable growth.
This adjustment accounts for Pakistan’s substantial 
informal economy, which includes unrecorded and un-
taxed transactions that significantly contribute to eco-
nomic activity. By incorporating this informal sector and 
updating the base year for GdP calculations, the revised 
figure provides a more accurate and comprehensive 
assessment of Pakistan’s economic size. This re-evalu-
ation strengthens Pakistan’s position in global rankings, 
highlighting its untapped potential and opportunities to 
formalize and expand its economic base for sustainable 
growth. China’s economic prowess in 2025 is expected 
to solidify its position as the world’s largest economy by 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP), with a projected GdP 
(PPP) of $34.66 trillion (wB) and 39.44 trillion (IMF) 
and $42.817 trillion (wE). This dominance is driven by 
its vast population of over 1.4 billion, providing a signifi-
cant labor force and consumer market. as the “factory of 
the world,” China continues to excel in manufacturing, 
particularly in electronics, machinery, and textiles, while 
advancing its technological capabilities in robotics, artifi-
cial intelligence, and smart manufacturing. President Xi 
Jinping’s ideology to transition China’s industries toward 
quality-oriented production and fundamentally upgrade 
its industrial infrastructure ensures that the economy re-
mains competitive and innovative. This vision counters 
predictions of a slowing growth trajectory, highlighting 
China’s resilience and adaptability in a rapidly evolving 
global economy. Moreover, initiatives like the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) expand China’s trade networks, 
solidify geopolitical influence, and strengthen econom-
ic ties across asia, africa, and Europe.
China’s leadership in renewable energy, urbanization, 
and infrastructure development further boosts its eco-
nomic clout. It leads the world in solar and wind ener-
gy production, aligning with global sustainability goals 
and ensuring energy security. The development of 
smart cities and the world’s most extensive high-speed 
rail network enhances connectivity and trade efficien-
cy. Financially, China’s efforts to internationalize the 
yuan and its massive foreign currency reserves rein-
force its global monetary influence. The inherent polit-

ical stability and continuation of policies within China’s 
governance system serve as a foundational strength, 
enabling consistent long-term planning and execu-
tion of economic strategies. while challenges such as 
slowing population growth, economic rebalancing, and 
geopolitical tensions persist, the combination of for-
ward-thinking industrial reforms and stable governance 
positions China to maintain its upward growth trajecto-
ry and dispel concerns about economic deceleration.
Pakistan’s economy demonstrates inherent strengths 
and resilience that have enabled it to secure rankings 
of 24th to 26th globally in GdP (PPP), outperforming 
many major economies. Its young and dynamic popula-
tion, with over 60% under 30, drives economic growth 
and expands a rapidly urbanizing consumer market. The 
substantial contribution of its informal economy, which 
includes unrecorded and non-taxed transactions, reveals 
a larger economic footprint than official figures suggest. 
Strategically located at the crossroads of South asia, 
Central asia, and the Middle East, Pakistan serves as a 
critical transit route for regional trade, bolstered by the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Its strong 
agricultural base, abundant natural resources, and 
emerging industries like IT services and textiles diversi-
fy its economy and enhance global competitiveness. ad-
ditionally, remittances from its large diaspora provide a 
steady inflow of foreign exchange, supporting economic 
stability. despite global challenges, Pakistan has demon-
strated resilience through structural reforms, adaptive 
governance, and efforts to attract foreign investment. 
These factors, coupled with its untapped potential and 
strategic initiatives, position Pakistan as a rising econ-
omy with opportunities for sustained growth and an im-
proving global economic stature.
The claim that Pakistan’s GdP (PPP) is 5% of China’s 
GdP (PPP) is nearly accurate, with the actual figure 
being approximately 4.86%. Here’s the corrected state-
ment: China is the economic leader of the world on 
a PPP basis, and it is only a matter of time before it 
becomes the world leader in terms of nominal GdP 
growth. while Pakistan’s GdP (PPP) is approximately 
4.86% of China’s GdP, it has the potential to achieve 
an influential economic role provided it brings political 
stability, sets the right direction, invests in research 
and development, and fosters innovation and creativity 
in its industrial, services, and agricultural sectors.

– Press secretary to the President(rtd)
Former Press Minister at embassy 

of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, srBC

d EMOCRaTIC erosion has emerged as a 
significant phenomenon in the global polit-
ical landscape, marked by a steady depar-

ture from democratic norms and practices. Unlike 
abrupt breakdowns such as coups or revolutions, 
this process unfolds gradually through actions 
often initiated by legally elected officials. These 
individuals, referred to as agents of erosion, ex-
ploit legal frameworks to systematically disman-
tle democratic institutions. Their actions are 
frequently cloaked in justifications that appeal to 
public interest, creating the illusion of democratic 
legitimacy. The author highlights key conceptual 
challenges in understanding democratic erosion, 
particularly distinguishing it from related phe-
nomena such as loss of democratic quality and au-
tocratization. while the former refers to a decline 
in the effectiveness of democratic systems, the 
latter represents a more profound shift toward au-
thoritarianism. a nuanced understanding of these 
distinctions is crucial for analyzing the pathways 
through which democracies regress.democratic 
erosion is characterized by its incremental na-
ture. This gradualism distinguishes it from more 
overt forms of democratic collapse. Each step in 
the process may appear minor and legally defensi-
ble, making it difficult to detect the cumulative im-
pact. Over time, however, the erosion transforms 
the political landscape, often leaving behind only 
the facade of democracy. The study identifies two 
critical elements in the process of erosion: agency 
and sequencing. agency refers to the role of po-
litical actors who deliberately initiate and sustain 
the erosion of democratic norms. Sequencing, 
on the other hand, examines the chronological 
and causal progression of events that lead to the 

deterioration of democracy. These elements are 
interdependent, as the intentions and strategies 
of agents shape the sequence of erosion. agents 
of democratic erosion, typically incumbents, lev-
erage their positions of power to alter democrat-
ic rules. They often use legal mechanisms such 
as constitutional reforms or new legislation to 
consolidate authority. These agents justify their 
actions as necessary for addressing economic, 
social, or political challenges, thus gaining public 
support. The legitimacy derived from elections 
enables them to claim a mandate for their trans-
formative agendas. a distinctive feature of these 
agents is their lack of normative commitment to 
democratic principles. while some leaders open-
ly advocate for alternative models of governance, 
others maintain a rhetorical commitment to de-
mocracy while systematically undermining its 
foundations. Their actions often include curtail-
ing the independence of the judiciary, weakening 
opposition parties, and restricting civil liberties.
The process of democratic erosion typically begins 
with the election of an agent committed to altering 
the political system. Even before assuming office, 
these individuals often articulate ambitious reform 
agendas designed to mobilize public support. Upon 
gaining power, they initiate structural changes to 
weaken institutional checks and balances, concen-
trating authority in the executive branch. The sub-
sequent stages involve reconfiguring the political 
system to entrench their power. This may include 
extending term limits, manipulating electoral laws, 
and reshaping the media landscape. These meas-
ures not only secure the incumbent’s position but 
also create systemic barriers to future democratic 
restoration. The erosion process is often marked 

by the subtle and legalistic implementation of 
changes, minimizing public resistance. The final 
stage of erosion is characterized by the suppres-
sion of political rights and freedoms. Media outlets, 
civil society organizations, and opposition groups 
become targets of control and repression. Govern-
ments may employ a combination of legal measures, 
such as anti-disinformation laws, and extralegal tac-
tics to silence dissent. while these actions might ap-
pear sporadic, they collectively undermine the dem-
ocratic fabric of the state. a significant challenge 
in addressing democratic erosion lies in identifying 
its early stages. The gradual nature of the process 
makes it difficult to distinguish between legitimate 
policy changes and deliberate attempts to subvert 
democracy. Moreover, the interplay between domes-
tic and international factors adds complexity to the 
analysis. For instance, the rise of autocratic powers 
globally has emboldened erosion agents, creating a 
permissive environment for their actions. The impli-
cations of democratic erosion extend beyond nation-
al borders. as more countries experience erosion, 
the global balance between democracies and au-
tocracies shifts. This trend poses challenges to the 
liberal international order, as eroding democracies 
often adopt counter-hegemonic strategies. Further-
more, the weakening of democratic institutions in in-
fluential states can have cascading effects, inspiring 
similar processes in other regions.  additionally, the 
role of international actors in countering democratic 
erosion warrants attention. while global organiza-
tions and alliances have historically promoted dem-
ocratic values, their effectiveness in addressing ero-
sion remains inconsistent. a coordinated approach 
involving both domestic and international stakehold-
ers is essential for preserving democratic systems.
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laHORE: The much-anticipated Pakistan 
Super league (PSl) 10 Players draft was 
held here as all the six franchises of the 
marquee league completed their squads.
PLaTINUM CaTeGOrY
round 1:
lahore Qalandars: daryl Mitchell
Karachi Kings: david warner
Quetta Gladiators: Mark Chapman
Peshawar Zalmi: Tom Kohler-Cadmore
Multan Sultans: Michael Bracewell
Islamabad United: Matthew Short
round 2
Quetta Gladiators: Faheem ashraf (wild Card)
Karachi Kings: adam Milne
Quetta Gladiators: Finn allen
Karachi Kings: abbas afridi (wild Card)
DIaMOND CaTeGOrY 
Karachi Kings: Khushdil Shah
Peshawar Zalmi: Corbin Bosch
Islamabad United: Jason Holder
lahore Qalandars: Kusal Perera

Peshawar Zalmi: Mohammad ali
GOLD CaTeGOrY
round 1
Peshawar Zalmi: abdul Samad (wild Card)
Multan Sultans: Mohammad Hasnain
Islamabad United: Ben dwarshuis
Karachi Kings: aamir Jamal
Multan Sultans: Kamran Ghulam
Peshawar Zalmi: nahid Rana
round 2
Peshawar Zalmi: Hussain Talat
sILVer CaTeGOrY
round 1
Multan Sultans: akif Javed
Karachi Kings: Mir Hamza
Islamabad United: Salman Irshad
lahore Qalandars: asif afridi
Quetta Gladiators: Khurram Shahzad
Peshawar Zalmi: Max Bryant
round 2
Peshawar Zalmi: najibullah Zadran
Quetta Gladiators: Haseebullah Khan
Karachi Kings: litton das
Islamabad United: Mohammad nawaz
lahore Qalandars: asif ali

Multan Sultans: Tayyab Tahir (Right To Match)
round 3
lahore Qalandars: Rishad Hossain
Islamabad United: andries Gous
Multan Sultans: Gudakesh Motie
Quetta Gladiators: Kyle Jamieson
Multan Sultans: Josh little
lahore Qalandars: Muhammad akhlaq
eMerGING CaTeGOrY
round 1
Quetta Gladiators: Hasan nawaz
Peshawar Zalmi: Maaz Sadaqat
Multan Sultans: Shahid aziz
Islamabad United: Saad Masood
lahore Qalandars: Momin Qamar
Karachi Kings: Riazullah
round 2
Karachi Kings: Fawad ali
lahore Qalandars: Mohammad azab
Islamabad United: Hunain Shah
Multan Sultans: Ubaid Shah
Quetta Gladiators: Mohammad Zeeshan
sUPPLeMeNTarY CaTeGOrY
round 1
Islamabad United: Riley Meredith

Multan Sultans: Johnson Charles
lahore Qalandars: Tom Curran
Quetta Gladiators: Kusal Mendis
Peshawar Zalmi: alzarri Joseph
Karachi Kings: Kane williamson
round 2
Peshawar Zalmi: ahmed daniyal
Islamabad United: Rassie van der dussen
Multan Sultans: Shai Hope
Quetta Gladiators: Sean abbott
Karachi Kings: Mohammad nabi
lahore Qalandars: Sam Billings
round 3
Karachi Kings: Omair Bin Yousuf
lahore Qalandars: Salman ali Mirza
Multan Sultans: Yasir Khan
Islamabad United: skipped
Quetta Gladiators: Shoaib Malik
Peshawar Zalmi: skipped
round 4: Islamabad United: skipped
Peshawar Zalmi: skipped
Multan Sultans: Muhammad amir Barki
lahore Qalandars: Mohammad naeem
Karachi Kings: Mirza Mamoon Imtitaz
Quetta Gladiators: danish aziz

PSL 10: Teams finalise squads
The PSL 10 draft was held at Huzoori Bagh, Lahore

Briefs
COAS calls 

for political...
From Page 01

They will continue to suffer 
heavy losses, and their capac-
ity to inflict harm will be dec-
imated,” said the COaS. The 
COaS also lauded the excep-
tional morale of the troops, 
who remain steadfast in their 
commitment to safeguard 
the sovereignty of the nation. 
He affirmed that the Paki-
stan armed Forces and law 
enforcement agencies stand 
as an unbreakable force, res-
olute in their mission to pro-
tect the motherland and its 
people. COaS also separately 
interacted with politicians 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa be-
longing to different political 
parties. The participants re-
solved consensus on the need 
for one political voice and 
public support against the 
scourge of terrorism. The po-
litical representatives showed 
vivid clarity on unflinching 
support of the armed Forc-
es and lEas in nation’s fight 
against terror and agreed on 
the need for a unified front 
beyond political colours 
against the extremist phi-
losophy of terrorist groups.

Forces kill 27 
terrorists in..

From Page 01
“Security forces of Paki-
stan, in step with the na-
tion, remain determined 
to thwart attempts at sabo-
taging peace, stability and 
progress of Balochistan.” 
The nation has been reeling 
under rising violent attacks 
since the Taliban rulers re-
turned to power in afghani-
stan in 2021, particularly in 
the bordering provinces of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan. The year 2024 
turned out to be the dead-
liest for Pakistan’s civil and 
military security forces in a 
decade with at least 685 fatal-
ities and 444 terror attacks, 
according to “CRSS annu-
al Security Report 2024” 
issued by Centre for Secu-
rity and Strategic Studies.

3rd round 
of govt-PTI..

From Page 01
The 71-year-old cricket-
er-turned-politician has been 
behind bars since august last 
year after he was sentenced 
in Toshakhana case-I — one 
of the dozens of cases regis-
tered against the former pre-
mier since his ouster from 
power in april 2022. a day 
earlier,  addressing a joint 
press conference alongside 
PTI senior leaders Omar 
ayub Khan and asad Qais-
er, Sunni Ittehad Council 
(SIC) head Sahibzada Hamid 
Raza, who also serves as the 
spokesperson for the nego-
tiation team, urged the gov-
ernment to make progress 
on their demands during the 
upcoming round of dialogue.

Imran 
‘employing.. 

From Page 01
black money was whitened 
through creation of a fraud-
ulent trust. He said the 190 
million pounds case was clas-
sic example of “robbing Peter 
to pay Paul”. The minister 
said that the verdict on 190 
million pound case was sup-
posed to be given today, but 
the accused fail to appear in 
the court. The minister said 
that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leadership had made 
a habit of not appearing in 
courts. He reminded that 
the PTI had used delaying 
tactics for six years in for-
eign funding case. Similarly, 
he said in the Tosha Khana 
case also, they used delaying 
tactics and sought adjust-
ments after adjustments.

PTI 
leadership..

From Page 01
we are in talks [with the 
government] for democracy, 
human rights, and the Con-
stitution,” he added. Raja 
further stated that there 
were no other reasons and 
the PTI was not seeking re-
lief for anybody. There was 
no link between the talks and 
this case, he reiterated.  PTI 
Chairman Barrister Gohar 
ali Khan, who accompanied 
Raja at the media talk, also 
dismissed the questions if 
the verdict’s postponement 
as part of any deal. accounta-
bility court Judge nasir Javed 
delayed the announcement 
of the graft case, also known 
as al-Qadir Trust case earli-
er this morning, expressing 
dismay over the no-show 
of the accused. It’ll now be 
announced on January 17.

Djokovic wins firstmatch 
as sinner beats Jarry

"I'm thrilled to have him in my corner," said Djokovic 
after his victory at Melbourne Park

SpoRtS DeSK

SYdnEY: novak djokovic came from a set 
down to win his opening-round australian 
Open match - his first victory with three-
time Grand Slam champion andy Murray 
in his coaching box. The Serb beat 19-year-
old american nisheshBasavareddy 4-6 6-3 
6-4 6-2. djokovic, 37, has enlisted the help 
of his former long-term rival as he pursues 
a record-extending 11th australian Open ti-
tle, as well as a 25th major which would put 
him clear of australia’s Margaret Court in 
terms of all-time victories.
“I’m thrilled to have him in my corner,” said 
djokovic after his victory at Melbourne 
Park. “I must say that it’s a bit strange to 
have him courtside in my box. we played 
for over 20 years against each other at the 
highest level, so it’s nice to have him on 
my side of the net.” Murray, often found 
berating his own coaching box and shout-
ing at himself on court as a player, cut a 
composed figure in djokovic’s box on Rod 
laver. all eyes were on the coaching pod 
- a new innovation at the australian Open 
which allows players to have coaching staff 
courtside - where Murray sat with three 
other members of djokovic’s team, offer-
ing gentle encouragement as the 24-time 
Grand Slam champion navigated losing the 
first set and applauding points won in key 

moments. “He gave me some great advice 
during the match,” said djokovic. “It’s re-
ally nice to be able to exchange some feed-
back. It’s been a really nice experience, 
hopefully we don’t stop here.”
djokovic, seeded seventh in Melbourne, 
struggled to find his rhythm in the first set 
against Basavareddy, making uncharacter-
istic errors in crucial moments.
The last time djokovic lost in the first 
round of a Grand Slam was against Paul 
Goldstein at the 2006 australian Open, just 
a few months after Basavareddy was born.
world number one Jannik Sinner opened 

his australian Open title defence in blazing 
sunshine with a win over nicolas Jarry on 
Rod laver arena on Monday that brought 
the scourge of doping in the sport back into 
focus. women’s number two IgaSwiatek, 
who served a short doping ban last year, 
also progressed on a balmy day at Mel-
bourne Park along with third seed Coco 
Gauff, who safely negotiated a tricky first-
round encounter with 2020 champion Sofia 
Kenin. StefanosTsitsipas, however, crashed 
out at the first hurdle at the hands of amer-
ican young gun alex Michelsen, much to 
the disappointment of the local Greek com-

munity who had turned out in numbers to 
support the 2023 finalist.
The sunny weather was welcome after 
persistent rain had chopped six hours of 
play out of the outer court schedule on day 
one but the dark cloud of doping, which 
has shrouded tennis over the last year, re-
fused to budge. Jarry served an 11-month 
ban for doping in 2020 and the big-serving 
Chilean was quick to contrast his treatment 
with Sinner’s avoidance of a suspension for 
failing two drug tests last year after losing 
7-6(2) 7-6(5) 6-1 to the Italian.
“It’s tough for me to play against him ... 
it’s a very difficult and delicate topic. what 
I can say is that I would have liked the 
same treatment as the things that I went 
through,” he told reporters.” Could aI help 
badminton players up their game?
“I don’t think it was the same, so that’s 
all.” Sinner, who could yet face a ban af-
ter an april hearing at the Court of arbi-
tration for Sport, told reporters he was 
not familiar with the details of Jarry’s 
case. “we got treated in the same way,” 
he added. “There’s the protocol. If the 
protocol has some issues or problem, 
then it’s not my fault, you know?” Swi-
atek was also at the centre of allegations 
that the doping authorities in tennis 
were running a two-tier system favour-
ing more high-profile players after she 
served a one-month ban late last year.  

South Africa announce squad 
for Champions Trophy

South africa will face afghanistan on February 21 in Karachi
JOHannESBURG: South africa on Monday announced 
a 15-member squad for the upcoming Champions Tro-
phy 2025 in Pakistan and the UaE, with Temba Bavuma 
named as captain. after finishing as runners-up in last 
year’s ICC Men’s T20 world Cup and reaching the final of 
the world Test Championship 2023-25, the team is ready 
for another major challenge. The squad is strengthened by 
the return of key pace bowlers anrich nortje 
and lungi ngidi.
nortje’s inclusion marks his return to OdI 
cricket following recovery from a stress frac-
ture in his back, which had kept him out since 
September 2023. This injury forced him to 
miss the ICC Men’s Cricket world Cup 2023 
and South africa’s home summer.
lungi ngidi also makes his comeback to 
the international fold after being side-
lined since October 2024 due to a groin 
injury. South africa has largely retained 
the core group of players that led them to 
the semi-finals of the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket 
world Cup, with 10 of the 15 members from that 

squad included for the Champions Trophy.
new faces in the squad include Tony de Zorzi, Ryan Rick-
elton, Tristan Stubbs and wiaan Mulder, all set to make 
their debuts at a 50-over ICC event.
The South african squad will open their Champions Tro-
phy campaign in Pakistan next month, with fixtures against 
afghanistan on February 21, australia on February 25 and 

England on March 1. South africa Squad for 
ICC Men’s Champions Trophy 2025. Temba 
Bavuma (C), Tony de Zorzi, Marco Jansen, 
Heinrich Klaasen, KeshavMaharaj, aiden 
Markram, david Miller, wiaan Mulder, lun-
gi ngidi, anrich nortje, KagisoRabada, Ryan 
Rickelton, TabraizShamsi, Tristan Stubbs, Ras-
sie van der dussen.

South africa Champions Trophy Schedule:
• 21 February, afghanistan v South afri-
ca, Karachi, Pakistan

• 25 February, australia v South africa, 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan
• 1 March, South africa v England, Karachi, 

Pakistan. – agencies

£190m case 
verdict to be 
announced...

From Page 01
However, he did not appear 
in court today. “I have been 
sitting in the courtroom for 
two hours, but none of them 
have appeared today,” the 
judge told reporters present 
in the courtroom, adding: 
“let’s give them another 
chance.” The national ac-
countability Bureau’s (naB) 
prosecution team, the me-
dia, and the court staff were 
present in the court room, 
but none from the defence 
were in attendance. while 
the sentence was scheduled 
to be handed down at 11am 
and the judge postponed 
the announcement before 
that. Today’s deferment 
in the £190m reference 
verdict — termed an “open-
and-shut case” by Senator 
Faisal Vawda — comes amid 
the government’s hope for 
justice as expressed by de-
fence Minister Khawaja asif.

Pak slams 
xenophobic..

From Page 01
Islamabad’s reaction came 
after Elon Musk, owner X, 
falsely accused British-Pa-
kistani men of running 
grooming gangs in a spate 
of posts on the microblog-
ging website. The FO official 
said that British nationals of 
Pakistani origin have a rich 
history of contributing to the 
UK’s growth, development 
and, indeed, freedom. “an 
exceptionally large number 
of predominantly Muslim 
soldiers from what is now Pa-
kistan served in the British 
Indian army and laid down 
their lives for the cause of de-
mocracy in both world wars,” 
Khan added. The official 
said that British Pakistanis 
today form the backbone of 
the UK’s health, retail, and 
services sectors, adding that 
many British Pakistanis held 
high public offices, while 
thousands served their com-
munities as Members of Par-
liament, mayors, councillors, 
and members of local police 
and municipal services.

Trump 
‘biggest...
From Page 01

occur if he converted to Is-
lam. He also criticized those 
who promote nationalism 
while labeling themselves 
as liberal, characterizing 
such behavior as hypocrit-
ical. The JUI-F leader con-
demned prejudice and nar-
row-mindedness, noting that 
those who exhibit such traits 
often claim to be free-think-
ing. He emphasized the 
importance of continuous 
struggle and perseverance, 
regardless of public accept-
ance. He also highlighted 
the exodus of people from 
cities due to inadequate fa-
cilities. He questioned the 
transfer of religious leader-
ship from religious scholars 
to political entities, arguing 
that politics is a responsi-
bility for religious leaders.

‘Next week 
is crucial...

From Page 01
stated that no response 
had been received to the 
letter the Prime Minister 
sent to the U.S. President. 
Furthermore, there was no 
confirmation from the U.S. 
about receiving the letter. 
The court also noted that 
the record of the Prime 
Minister’s foreign visits 
had not been presented, 
despite the court having 
ordered on december 20 
that details of the Prime 
Minister’s foreign trips be 
submitted. a Ministry of 
Foreign affairs represent-
ative informed the court 
that the Foreign Secretary 
was in China, delaying 
the details’ submission. 

Government 
focusing...

From Page 01
to make it export-led. The 
Finance Minister said 
Pakistan is preparing to 
debut Yuan-denominated 
bonds this year to shore 
up finances and expressed 
the government’s opti-
mism of meeting the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s 
bailout loan terms. He 
said Pakistan is very keen 
to tap the Panda bonds and 
the Chinese capital mar-
kets. He said we have been 
remiss as a country not to 
tap it previously. The Fi-
nance Minister said the 
IMF, which is scheduled to 
visit Pakistan next month, 
wants Pakistan to broaden 
its tax base and reach a 
tax-to-GdP ratio of 13.5%, 
from 10% in december. 

Barcelona fight back 
to beat Real Madrid

 
Web DeSK

BaRCElOna: Barcelo-
na came from behind to 
beat Real Madrid in an 
incident-packed Spanish 
Super Cup final in Sau-
di arabia. KylianMbappe 
gave Real Madrid the lead 
with a fantastic solo goal, 
running from the halfway 
line before slotting past 
wojciechSzczesny. lamine 
Yamal levelled for Barcelo-

na in the 22nd minute with 
an expert finish into the 
bottom corner from Robert 
lewandowski’s ball. Hansi 
Flick’s side then took com-
mand with three more goals 
before the break.
Poland striker le-
wandowski put Barca 
ahead with a penalty af-
ter Gavi was fouled, be-
fore a bullet header from 
Raphinha three minutes 
later. The Brazilian wing-
er then picked out alex 

Balde to score a fourth in 
the 10th minute of added 
time in the first half. Bar-
ca grabbed their fifth goal 
three minutes after the 
restart with Raphinha’s 
second of the game. But 
they had goalkeeper Szcz-
esny sent off for a foul on 
Mbappe outside the box 
in the 56th minute. Brazil 
forward Rodrygo curled 
the resulting free-kick past 
replacement keeper Inaki 
Pena - but there was no fur-

ther comeback from Real 
as Barca claimed the tro-
phy for a 15th time in their 
history. It marked the sec-
ond time in two Clasicos 
under Flick that Barcelona 
have hit plenty of goals 
against their rivals, win-
ning 4-0 at the Bernabeu 
in la liga back in October. 
It was also his first trophy 
- albeit a minor one - since 
a 2020-21 Bundesliga title 
success with Bayern Mu-
nich. The result at King 
abdullah Sports City was 
slightly surprising consid-
ering Real Madrid were the 
team in better form.
Barca have only won one 
of their last seven la liga 
games and sit five points be-
hind Real in the table – with 
atletico Madrid top by one 
point. Carlo ancelotti’s men, 
meanwhile, had won their 
last five games in all competi-
tions and were last beaten on 
4 december. Szczesny was 
making his third appearance 
for Barcelona, having waited 
months for a chance after 
coming out of retirement 
to sign earlier this season. 

POa forms Sports 
Commission and 

disciplinary Committee
AfzAl JAveD

ISlaMaBad: The Pakistan Olympic association (POa) 
has constituted Sports Commission and disciplinary Com-
mittee to enhance the organization of sports and address 
disciplinary matters of sports in the country. In line with 
the guidelines set by the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), POa President arif Saeed approved the formation 
of both committees. The decision aligns with the POa’s 
constitution. The disciplinary Committee will be chaired 
by lieutenant Colonel nabeel ahmad Rana, Secretary of 
the army Sports Board, with POa deputy Secretary Gen-
eral Muhammad Jahangir serving as its Secretary. The 
members of the disciplinary Committee includes Pervez 
ahmed (Gymnastics Federation), nazhatJabeen (weight-
lifting Federation), Ejaz ali (Table Tennis Federation), Pro-
fessor ahmed Bilal (Fencing Federation), Sohail ahmed 
Khan (Balochistan Olympic association), Haider Usman 
advocate, and Muhammad Imran. The POa has also es-
tablished the Sports Commission, which will be headed 
by Brigadier MujtabaHaider, director of the army Sports 
directorate, with POa Secretary General Muhammad 
Khalid Mahmood serving as the Commission’s Secretary 
whieRizwanulHaqRazi (Rowing Federation), Fawzi Khawa-
ja (Rugby Union), ahmed ali Rajput (Gymnastics Federa-
tion), Muhammad Umair aslam Malik (waPda Sports), 
Tariq Pervez (Bodybuilding Federation), dr. Shamsa 
Hashmi (Volleyball Federation), Rana amjad Iqbal (HEC), 
and Imran ahmed will act as the members of the Sports 
Commission. The disciplinary Committee will ensure 
the protection of athletes and manage all related matters 
under the established framework. Meanwhile, the POa 
Sports Commission will have full decision-making authori-
ty over the national Games, Inter-Provincial Games, sports 
development, education programs, and other policies.

Khabib escorted from 
plane after dispute

lOndOn: Former mixed martial arts champion Khabib-
nurmagomedov was escorted from a plane after he re-
fused to move from an exit seat. The Russian, 36, had 
a disagreement with a flight attendant before take-off on 
the Frontier airlines flight which was reportedly flying 
from las Vegas to los angeles. In a video of the incident 
shared widely on social media on Sunday, Khabib is told 
to either move seats or get off the plane and be rebooked 
on another flight. The video, which is just over a minute 
long, has not been verified by the BBC and it is not clear 
what happened in the build-up but Khabib has put an ex-
planation on his social media. when he questions why he 
is being asked to move, the former undefeated UFC light-
weight champion is told: “Because they [the flight attend-
ants] are not comfortable with you sitting in the emer-
gency exit row” and he replies “It is not fair”. He is then 
warned again and the attendant says she will call a super-
visor if he does not move. Khabib replies that he “would 
like to sit here” before he is asked to leave by another 
member of staff. He then calmly leaves the plane. Khabib 
is regarded as one of the best MMa fighters of all time 
and won all 29 of his UFC fights including beating Conor 
McGregor in 2018. In a statement on X, Khabib said: 
“[The lady who asked me] questions was very rude from 
the very beginning, even though I speak very decent Eng-
lish and can understand everything and agreed to assist, 
she still insists on removing me from my seat. – agencies
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Under the leadership of Chaudhry anwarul Haq, who vowed to eradicate corruption and establish a transparent administration, 
 both corruption & nepotism appear to have escalated instead of being curtailed  

mumtaz ahmeD Bhatti

T HE lofty claims of good 
governance and hones-
ty made by the Prime 

Minister of azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (aJK), Chaudhry an-
war ul Haq, have proven to be 
nothing more than empty rhet-
oric. Contrary to the promises 
of progress and transparency, 
the condition of aJK has dete-
riorated, plunging its residents 
into greater misery. discontent 
is evident among the Kashmiri 
populace, allied political par-
ties, and even the parliamen-
tarians who initially supported 
the Prime Minister. Under the 
leadership of Chaudhry an-

warul Haq, who vowed to erad-
icate corruption and establish 
a transparent administration, 
both corruption and nepo-
tism appear to have escalated 
instead of being curtailed.In 
several key departments such 
as Highways, Buildings, Public 
Health Engineering, and local 
Government, the situation has 
worsened due to administrative 
inefficiencies. It has become a 
common practice for a single 
officer to hold multiple positions 
simultaneously. The allocation of 
posts seems heavily influenced 
by personal connections rather 
than merit, with influential indi-
viduals securing more favorable 
postings. This blatant disregard 
for meritocracy undermines 
the principles of good govern-
ance and casts doubt on the 
sincerity of the government’s 
commitment to fairness.One 
notable instance that highlights 
the inefficiency of the current 
administration is the controver-
sy surrounding the cigarette 
companies accused of tax eva-
sion. when the Prime Minister 
raised allegations against these 
companies, they retaliated by 

shutting down their operations 
and leaving azad Kashmir. This 
situation not only failed to curb 
tax evasion but also resulted in 
economic repercussions for 
the region. Similarly, efforts 
to address corruption in the 
fish auction at Mangla dam 
have also proven futile. The 
absence of a transparent ten-
dering process this year led 
to the outright theft of the 
fish, further exposing the gov-
ernment’s inability to main-
tain order and accountability.
another pressing concern is 
the prolonged tenure of influ-
ential engineers and officers 
who remain entrenched in 
their positions despite the sup-
posed push for reform. These 
individuals were posted in their 
current roles long before the 
tenure of Chaudhry anwarul 
Haq, and their continued pres-
ence raises serious questions 
about the government’s com-
mitment to transparency and 
fairness. Instead of implement-
ing a rotation policy to ensure 
fresh perspectives and reduce 
opportunities for corruption, 
the administration appears 

complicit in perpetuating 
the status quo.The quality of 
development projects in the 
region has also come under 
scrutiny, with many works be-
ing executed at substandard 
levels. The lack of effective 
oversight and accountability 
has resulted in poorly con-
structed infrastructure that 
fails to meet the needs of the 
people. while there is a glar-
ing disparity in the allocation 
of funds, with highways and 
local government projects 
receiving ample resources, 
sectors such as public health 
and building construction 

are grossly underfunded. 
This skewed distribution of 
resources reflects a clear 
prioritization of projects that 
may benefit a select few, leav-
ing the majority of citizens 
to suffer the consequences 
of neglect in essential ser-
vices.The injustice inherent 
in these practices cannot be 
overlooked. If a system is fair 
and operates on merit, there 
is no need to embellish it with 
false claims of good govern-
ance and honesty. The current 
administration’s actions contra-
dict its promises, and the lack 
of tangible progress has erod-
ed public trust. Transparency, 
meritocracy, and accountabili-
ty should be the cornerstones 
of any administration, but in 
aJK, these principles seem 
to have been compromised.
In conclusion, the tenure of 
Chaudhry anwarul Haq as the 
Prime Minister of aJK has so 
far been characterized by unful-
filled promises, administrative 
inefficiencies, and widespread 
discontent. The growing cor-
ruption, nepotism, and lack 
of accountability have deep-

ened the challenges faced by 
the region.The governance 
of azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(aJK) under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Chaudhry 
anwarul Haq has recently 
come under scrutiny. while 
there have been symbolic 
gestures, such as the inaugu-
ration of plantation initiatives 
accompanied by photo sessions 
for the media, substantial pro-
gress on key issues appears to 
be lacking. This raises serious 
concerns about the effective-
ness of the administration and 
its priorities.a major issue 
contributing to this stagnation 
is the lack of effort to secure 
funds from the federal govern-
ment. The region is grappling 
with heavy liabilities, primarily 
due to the non-availability of 
adequate financial resources. 
This financial shortfall has led 
to delays or outright cessation 
of crucial development pro-
jects. without active engage-
ment and negotiation with the 
federal government to release 
the required funds, the aJK 
administration risks further 
exacerbating the region’s 

economic challenges.another 
significant problem lies in the 
administrative setup. Officers 
and engineers continue to oc-
cupy the same posts they held 
in the past, leading to a lack of 
fresh perspectives and innova-
tive approaches. This inertia 
within the bureaucracy hinders 
progress and stifles any poten-
tial for meaningful reformsThe 
allocation of development funds 
has also become a contentious 
issue.This practice of rewarding 
political supporters undermines 
the principle of equitable dis-
tribution of resources and risks 
alienating other constituencies 
that are equally in need of de-
velopment.The quality of the 
development works carried out 
under the local government has 
also been called into question.
despite the PM aJK’s efforts to 
reward supportive Mlas, there 
is no guarantee of their contin-
ued allegiance. The volatile 
nature of political alliances in 
aJK means that these Mlas 
could withdraw their support 
at any time, potentially lead-
ing to the collapse of the an-
war government. 

Is PM AJK’s claim of good governance & 
honesty just a slogan or reality?

Briefs
PSX 

witnesses 
bullish trend, 

gains 982 
points

ISlaMaBad: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) witnessed 
bullish trend on Monday, 
gaining losing 982.77 
points, a positive change 
of 0.87 percent, closing at 
114,230.06 points as com-
pared to 113,247.29 points 
on the last trading day. 
a total of 521,209,059 
shares were traded during 
the day as compared to 
499,846,692 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas 
the price of shares stood 
at Rs 28.287 billion against 
Rs. 24.825 billion on the 
last trading day.  as many 
as 449 companies transact-
ed their shares in the stock 
market, 280 of them record-
ed gains and 116 sustained 
losses, whereas the share 
price of 53 companies re-
mained unchanged.  The 
three top trading compa-
nies were worldCall Tele-
com with 70,133,140 shares 
at Rs 1.78 per share, Cner-
gyico PK with 39,599,889 
shares at Rs.6.95 per 
share and Sui South Gas 
with 31,998,634 shares at 
Rs.43.76 per share. —aPP

Gold price dips 
by Rs1,500 per 

tola
ISlaMaBad: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
decreased by Rs.1,500 and 
was sold at Rs 279,300 on 
Monday against its sale 
at Rs 280,800 on previ-
ous trading day, all Sindh 
Sarafa Jewellers associa-
tion reported. The price of 
10 grams of 24 karat gold 
also decreased by Rs.1,286 
to Rs.239,455 from Rs 
240,741 whereas that of 10 
gram 22 karat also went 
down to Rs.219,500 from Rs 
220,679 The prices of per 
tola and ten gram silver re-
mained constant at Rs3,350 
and Rs. Rs.2,872.08 respec-
tively. The price of gold in 
the international market 
decreased by $15 to $2,675 
from $2,690, the associa-
tion reported.—aPP

Rupee sheds 
10 paisa 

against dollar
ISlaMaBad: Pakistani ru-
pee on Monday depreciated 
by 10 paisa against the US 
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs278.67 
against the previous day’s 
closing of Rs278.57. How-
ever, according to the Fo-
rex association of Pakistan 
(FaP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of the dollar in 
the open market stood at 
Rs 278.95 and Rs 280.45 
respectively. The price of 
the Euro decreased by Rs 
2.11 to close at Rs284.66 
against the last day’s clos-
ing of Rs286.77, according 
to the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP). The Japanese 
yen went up by 02 paisa and 
closed at Rs1.77, whereas a 
decrease of Rs 4.05 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate 
of the British Pound.—aPP

Delegation led 
by Dr Musadik  
to showcase  

mining 
potential at 

Riyadh
RIYadH : Pakistan’s Min-
ister of Petroleum and 
water Resources dr. Mu-
sadiq Malik alongside key 
policymakers, state-owned 
entities and industry lead-
ers will represent Pakistan 
at the Future Minerals Fo-
rum (FMF) in Riyadh from 
the 14-16th of January. The 
delegation, including prom-
inent  companies like Paki-
stan Petroleum limited, Oil 
and Gas development Com-
pany limited, Mari  Ener-
gies, Government Holdings 
(Private) limited, Pakistan 
Minerals (Private) limited, 
Saindak Metals  limited, 
Pakistan Mineral devel-
opment Corporation, Ba-
lochistan Mineral Resource 
limited, Bolan Mining 
Enterprises, wah nobel, 
HTMa Private limited and 
BIaFO Industries limited, 
aims to unlock  the coun-
try’s mining potential and 
foster international partner-
ships.  The government has 
introduced investor-friendly 
policies, offering incen-
tives such as duty exemp-
tions,  tax breaks among 
many others. These meas-
ures designed to grow the 
mining sector are aligned 
with global trends towards 
cleaner energy and green-
er technology.  Pakistan’s 
rich geology, including the 
Tethyan Belt mineralized 
zone which holds world-
class deposits  like Reko 
diq and Saindak presents 
opportunities in copper, 
gold, rare-earth elements 
and more. with  robust in-
frastructure, strategic loca-
tion, and the support of the 
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council, the county 
seeks to position itself as a 
global mining hub.—aPP

Pak’s plastic 
import 

market to 
strike $3.37b 

BEIJInG: The plastic in-
dustry in Pakistan is a sig-
nificant and rapidly growing 
sector that contributes to 
the country’s economy.  
“Pakistan’s plastic im-
port market is projected 
to surge to approximately 
$3.37 billion (25 billion 
RMB) by 2028, up from 
around $2.91 billion in 
2023.  This growth repre-
sents an average annual in-
crease of 2.4% for imports, 
said Sardar Muhammad, 
the acting Consul General 
of Pakistan in Guangzhou. 
He delivered the address at 
the recent Pakistan-China 
B2B Investment Confer-
ence, which focused on the 
plastics sector.  The event 
attracted participation 
from over eight Pakistani 
companies and 44 Chinese 
companies, both online and 
in person. He emphasized 
that Pakistan has significant 
potential for joint ventures 
and investment opportuni-
ties in the plastics sector.  
He encouraged businesses 
to take advantage of the 
opportunities available in 
Pakistan for enterprises 
looking to expand their in-
vestments.—aPP

Children face new era 
of crisis: UNICeF

The report said that Intensifying armed conflict will continue to pose serious risks to children in 2025. 
Conflicts are also increasing in intensity and violence

DNA

UnITEd naTIOnS:The world is 
entering a new era of crisis for 
children; climate change, inequali-
ty and conflict are disrupting their 
lives and limiting their futures, an 
authoritative study from the Un 
Children’s Fund (UnICEF) has 
warned. at the beginning of each 
year, UnICEF looks ahead to the 
risks that children are likely to 
face and suggests ways to reduce 
the potential harm. The latest 
report, ‘Prospects for Children 
2025: Building Resilient Systems 
for Children’s Futures’, demands 
strengthening national systems 
that are designed to mitigate 
the impacts of crises on children 
and ensure they have access to 
the support they need. The re-
port said that Intensifying armed 
conflict will continue to pose se-
rious risks to children in 2025. 
Conflicts are also increasing in 
intensity and violence. Over 473 
million children — more than one 
in six globally — now live in are-
as affected by conflict, with the 

world experiencing the highest 
number of conflicts since world 
war II. and the percentage of 
the world’s children living in con-
flict zones has doubled — from 
around 10 per cent in the 1990s 
to almost 19 per cent today, i t 
was pointed out. amid growing 
geopolitical rivalries and the 
paralysis of multilateral institu-
tions, both state and non-state 
actors appear increasingly will-
ing to flout international laws 
designed to protect civilian pop-
ulations, with attacks on civilian 
infrastructure like schools and 
hospitals becoming ever more 
common. This unravelling of 
decades of efforts to safeguard 
civilians is taking a heavy toll 
on children. as well as the risks 
to their lives, children face dis-
placement and the threat of 
starvation and disease. There 
are also substantial risks to 
their psychological well-being. 
The multilateral system has 
struggled to respond effective-
ly. a concerted and sustained 
effort is needed to reverse the 
losses of recent years. Govern-

ments of developing countries 
are finding it increasingly diffi-
cult to fund key investments in 
children, thanks to slow growth, 
rising debt and inadequate tax 
revenues and development as-
sistance. another important 
factor is the growing burden of 
sovereign debt. nearly 400 mil-
lion children live in countries in 
debt distress, and without major 
reforms this figure is set to rise. 
The cost of servicing this debt is 
squeezing out essential invest-
ments for children. In 2025,  the 
international community faces 
crucial decisions about reforms 
to the framework of institutions, 
policies, rules and practices 
that govern the global financial 
system. Children are dispropor-
tionately impacted by climate 
change and the effects on their 
development, health, education 
and well-being can be lifelong 
and irreversible. It said that 
2025 presents crucial opportu-
nities to make progress towards 
global climate goals. This means 
comprehensive and robust 
policy-making, adequate and 

equitable financing and invest-
ments, strong regulatory and 
accountability frameworks, and 
effective monitoring systems.
Several digital trends are poised 
to shape the future in 2025 and 
beyond. Rapid advancements 
in emerging technologies will 
continue to shape all spheres 
of children’s lives from educa-
tion to communication to par-
ticipation in digital economy. 
One key trend is the emergence 
of digital public infrastructure 
(dPI), which is a set of shared 
digital systems that can provide 
equitable access to public and 
private services. It allows large-
scale delivery of digital public 
services, including for children, 
and is now being rapidly adopt-
ed around the world. dPI has 
the potential to fundamentally 
shift how governments serve 
and engage with their citizens, 
including children. It can also 
be central to promoting rules 
driving development, inclusion, 
trust, innovation, and respect 
for human rights. But persistent 
inequalities in digital access, par-

ticularly in least-developed coun-
tries, are a major barrier to ensur-
ing dPI serves every child. There 
are issues, too, with ensuring data 
harmonization across systems 
and with guaranteeing adequate 
data protection and security.    In 
2025, the report said nations and 
institutions must address the 
critical question of whether the 
global multilateral framework will 
unify to form a cohesive response 
to our shared challenges or frag-
ment further, risking a loss of 
collective action. The direction 
we take will deeply impact efforts 
to protect children’s rights and 
well-being across the world. The 
conclusion drawn by the rep t’s 
authors is the critical importance 
of adopting and promoting systems 
to improve the lives and prospects 
of children. “These systems must 
embody principles of inclusion, eq-
uity, and accountability, ensuring 
that the rights and needs of children 
remain at the forefront. and, just as 
importantly, they must not only ad-
dress current global challenges but 
also anticipate and prepare for what 
lies ahead.”
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Pakistan to improve local 
fisheries after learning in China

QInGdaO:  In the bustling 
city of Qingdao, China, 
aidah from Gwadar, Ba-
lochistan, is standing at 
the forefront of academic 
excellence as she pur-
sues her Phd in fisheries 
resources at Ocean Uni-
versity of China (OUC).  
The azure waters of the 
East China Sea shimmer 
in the distance, serving 
as a constant reminder of 
her profound connection 
to the sea, water, and fish.  
“The sea is in my blood,” 
aidah says, reflecting on 
her journey. It is under 
the mentorship of Chi-
nese Professor liu Qun 
that aidah has discovered 
the immense potential 
of sustainable fisheries 
management. Upon her 
arrival at the OUC, she 
was immediately captivat-

ed by the inclusive envi-
ronment. “Teachers here 
are welcoming and hum-
ble,” she remarks.  “They 
treat all students equally, 
regardless of nationality. 
This experience has been 
incredibly enriching, both 
academically and person-
ally.” Her research focuses 
intently on the coastline of 
Balochistan, particularly 
the demersal and biolog-

ical fish species in both 
shallow and deep waters.  
By studying their health, 
the effects of overfishing, 
and the policies that affect 
them, aidah aims to devel-
op sustainable fisheries 
management practices to 
safeguard future fish pop-
ulations.  “Overfishing is 
a massive issue along the 
Balochistan coastline,” 
she emphasizes. “Unlike 
Sindh, where policies and 
fishing seasons are more 
regulated, Balochistan 
needs a comprehensive 
approach.” despite the 
rigorous demands of pur-
suing a Phd, aidah has 
still made impressive pro-
fessional gains. She has 
completed two research 
papers and is diligently 
working on a third, with 
one of her papers cur-

rently under revision for 
publication in the Fish and 
Fisheries journal. 
Her academic journey has 
taken her to numerous 
conferences, workshops 
and international events, 
such as the Marine aq-
uaculture International 
Training Program and the 
China International ag-
ricultural Products Fair.  
“These experiences have 
not only enhanced my 
research but also provid-
ed valuable networking 
opportunities with pro-
fessionals from institu-
tions like Shanghai Ocean 
University,” she shares. 
aidah’s time in China has 
not only molded her ac-
ademically but has also 
ignited her passion for ad-
vocating for education in 
Balochistan.—DNa

lebanon’s new president 
starts consultations on 

appointing PM
BEIRUT, lebanon: new lebanese President Joseph aoun 
will begin parliamentary consultations Monday over designat-
ing a prime minister to form a government that will have to 
face major challenges in the crisis-hit country. The consulta-
tions, a constitutional requirement under lebanon’s sectarian 
power-sharing system, come just days after aoun’s election 
amid foreign pressure for swift progress — particularly from 
the United States and Saudi arabia. The small Mediterranean 
nation had been without a president since October 2022, run 
by a caretaker government despite a crushing economic crisis 
and a war between lebanese militant group Hezbollah and Is-
rael. names floated for the post of prime minster, which is re-
served for a Sunni Muslim, include current caretaker premier 
najib Mikati, anti-Hezbollah lawmaker Fouad Makhzoumi, 
and nawaf Salam, presiding judge at the International Court 
of Justice in the Hague. aoun’s consultations with political 
blocs begin at 8:00 am (0600 GMT) with a meeting with pow-
erful parliament speaker and Hezbollah ally nabih Berri. a 
source close to Hezbollah told aFP that both the group and 
Berri’s amal movement supported Mikati. The incumbent’s 
re-designation is “part of the accord reached with the Saudi 
envoy to lebanon... that led Hezbollah and amal to vote for 
aoun as president” last week, the source said on condition 
of anonymity as the matter is sensitive. Saudi arabia and the 
United States were among key countries driving diplomatic 
efforts to end the presidential vacuum.—aPP

Pak, Bangladesh 
diplomats stress 

strengthening 
bilateral trade ties

dUBaI: Consul General of Bangladesh in dubai Md. 
Rashedujjaman on Monday paid a courtesy call on his Paki-
stani counterpart Hussain Muhammad here wherein both 
sides discussed bilateral ties and ways to further strength-
en cooperation. welcoming the visiting Consul General, 
Hussain emphasized the importance of strengthening ties 
between Bangladesh and Pakistan, particularly in trade.  
Both diplomats acknowledged the potential for collabo-
ration and agreed to engage their respective consulates’ 
trade sections to further promote bilateral cooperation. 
during the meeting, Md. Rashedujjaman expressed his 
gratitude to Hussain Muhammad for the warm reception 
and appreciated the valuable insights shared regarding 
the consular services provided by the Pakistani consulate.  
Both sides had an in-depth discussion on various consu-
lar services including passport issuance, national identity 
cards, and visa procedures.—aPP

IsLaMaBaD: h.e. Ulrika sundberg, special envoy to OIC and for Interreligious and Intercultural 
Dialogue, Meets senator azam Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister for Law, Justice, and human rights, 

to strengthen Interfaith harmony and the Protection and Promotion of Minority rights.



TUesDaY, JaNUarY 14, 2025    |    www.IsLaMaBaDPOsT.COM.PK

IslamabadPOST

Army Act apply 
solely to military 

officers’: SC Justice 
Procedural clarity took centre stage in 

court discussions on military trials

SpeciAl coRReSpoNDeNt

ISlaMaBad: Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail has said 
that several offences are listed under the army act, 
but all apply exclusively to military officers. He made 
the remarks during the Supreme Court hearing on in-
tra-court appeals challenging the trial of civilians in mil-
itary courts, a seven-member constitutional bench, led 
by Justice aminuddin Khan, heard the case on Monday, 
Express news reported. The session began with Kha-
waja Haris, representing the Ministry of defence, pre-
senting arguments. Justice aminuddin urged Khawaja 
Haris to conclude his arguments by Tuesday, requesting 
a concise explanation of which cases were transferred 
to military courts and why. He added that any questions 

from the bench on the matter would be addressed lat-
er. Khawaja Haris argued that the Supreme Court had 
previously invalidated Section 59(4) of the army act. 
Justice Mandokhail noted that Section 31d, used for 
civilians’ trials, relates to incitement to obstruct mili-
tary duties. Justice Musarrat Hilali pointed out that the 
Constitution recognises various tribunals, stressing the 
need to examine the jurisdiction, location, and proce-
dure for trying cases. “The issue here is procedural—
who will conduct the trial,” she said. Justice Mandokhail 
questioned whether civilians’ trials in military courts 
could be classified as court-martials. Khawaja Haris 
confirmed they could. Justice Hilali raised the absence 
of a specific punishment in the army act for suspend-
ing the Constitution, asking, “what punishment does 
the act prescribe for an army officer who suspends the 
Constitution?” Khawaja Haris countered by stating that 
article 6 of the Constitution prescribes punishment for 
such acts and takes precedence over all laws. He also 
mentioned that the army act includes penalties for 
breaches of the oath. Justice Mandokhail remarked that 
the judiciary had previously legitimised martial law and 
questioned whether judges involved in unconstitution-
al actions also fall under article 6. Justice Muhammad 
ali Mazhar added that judges were initially implicat-
ed in the treason trial of former military ruler Per-
vez Musharraf but were later excluded from the case.

KhAyAm AbbASi

ISlaMaBad: ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, akamatsu 
Shuichi on Monday inaugurated two projects to install elec-
tricity facilities in MandiBahauddin district, Punjab.
These projects, managed by the Hana development Coun-
cil, a non-governmental organization dedicated to improv-

ing health and infrastructure, aim to enhance the quality of 
life for rural communities, particularly in MandiBahauddin.
The government of Japan, under its Grant assistance for 
Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) Program, had 
provided financial assistance of 92,307 USd under two pro-
jects.  The grant of 42,818 USd was allocated in 2019 for 
provision of sustainable electricity facility to eight(8) com-
munities, and 49,489 USd granted in 2022 to connect addi-
tional seven(7) communities in MandiBahauddin. The inau-
guration ceremony was attended by the Japanese Embassy 
officials, nGO Board Members and community leaders.
akamatsu Shuichi, while speaking at the inaugural cere-
mony, congratulated Hameedawaheeduddin, a Member of 
Punjab assembly, President of the nGO, for successful com-
pletion of these important projects. akamatsuemphasised 
the impact of these initiatives that fifteen communities have 
now access to the sustainable electricity, these projects have 
brought a real difference to the daily lives of thousands of 
people. It is not just about installing power lines and electri-
cal grids. It is about empowering communities and improv-
ing lives. He also stressed that the government of Japan 
would continue to support the people of Pakistan, to im-
prove their living standards and represented his sincere 
wish that this project would certainly strengthen the ex-
isting relations between the people of Japan and Pakistan.

15 Villages connected to 
electricity with Japan’s Aid

Briefs
Qureshiand 

others 
indicted in 

May 9 cases
DNA

laHORE: The anti-Terror-
ism Court in lahore, con-
ducting jail trials for three 
high-profile cases, including 
the attacks on Jinnah House 
and askari Tower, Monday 
indicted several Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders.
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
and others were charged 
in the askari Tower attack, 
while dr. Yasmin Rashid, 
Omar Sarfaraz Cheema, 
Ejaz Chaudhry, and Mian-
Mehmood-ul-Rashid faced 
charges related to other inci-
dents. among those indicted 
were Khadija Shah, Sanam-
Javed, alia Hamza, and Ru-
binaJameel, who appeared 
in court alongside other 
accused who are on bail. 
The court, presided over 
by anti-Terrorism Court ad-
ministrator Judge Manzar 
ali Gul at Kotlakhpat Jail, 
summoned prosecution wit-
nesses for January 23.
Special Prosecutor Rao ab-
dul Jabbar Khan attended 
the hearing, although other 
prosecutors were absent 
due to stringent security 
measures. The court ad-
journed the Jinnah House 
attack case until January 27 
and the Mughalpura police 
vehicle burning case until 
January 23, with the Special 
Prosecutor seeking amend-
ments to the charge sheet.
defense lawyers Rana Mu-
dassar Umar and Burhan 
Muazzam Malik represent-
ed the accused, who have 
been directed to ensure 
their attendance at the 
next hearing. 

SBP reaffirms 
commitment 
to digitalization

DNa
KaRaCHI:Governor, State 
Bank of Pakistan Mr. Jameel 
ahmad reaffirmed the cen-
tral bank’s dedication to in-
creasing financial inclusion 
through strengthened col-
laborations with both global 
and domestic stakeholders.  
Mr. ahmad shared these re-
marks in a bilateral meeting 
held with Chief Executive 
Officer of aFI, dr. alfred 
Hannig, during his visit to 
Pakistan on January 13, 
2025, in Karachi.
In the meeting, Mr. ahmad 
highlighted SBP’s recently 
launched 3rd edition of na-
tional Financial Inclusion 
Strategy (nFIS) 2024-28. He 
emphasized that SBP will per-
sist in its efforts for enhancing 
financial inclusion through 
digitalization, and reduce the 
gender gap in finance.
dr. Hannig extended aFI’s 
appreciation for SBP’s lead-
ership role in promoting 
financial inclusion in Paki-
stan and discussed areas 
of mutual collaborations to 
continue efforts towards 
breaking the barriers. SBP 
is a founding member of 
aFI since 2008, which is a 
policy leadership alliance of 
central banks and financial 
regulatory institutions from 
84 countries with the com-
mon objective of advancing 
financial inclusion at coun-
try, regional and interna-
tional levels. SBP currently 
serves on aFI Board, and as 
Vice-Chair of aFI Gender 
Inclusive Finance Commit-
tee and the South asia Re-
gional Financial Inclusion 
Initiative (SaRFII).

Imran Khan, 
Bushra files 

plea for 
acquittal 

couRt RepoRteR

ISlaMaBad: In an impor-
tant development, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf founder 
Imran Khan and his wife 
Bushra Bibi have filed a pe-
tition in the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) for acquittal in 
the Toshakhana 2 case.
The petition challenged the 
trial court’s decision to re-
ject their plea for acquittal.
The plea argued that the 
Special Judge Central’s 
november 14 decision 
to dismiss the acquittal 
plea was unlawful. The 
petition, filed on behalf of 
Khan and Bushra Bibi, re-
quests the Islamabad High 
Court to overturn the trial 
court’s decision and grant 
their acquittal in the case.

Pakistan, 
Saudi 

Arabia sign 
agreement 

for Hajj 
nearly 180,000 Pakistani 

pilgrims to be offered 
accommodation in 

Mina at reduced rates 
under agreement

mehtAb piRzADA

ISlaMaBad: Pakistan and 
Saudi arabia on Monday 
signed annual Hajj agree-
ment 2025 under which as 
many as 179,210 Pakistani 
pilgrims would perform the 
Hajj this year and will be of-
fered special accommodation 
in Mina at reduced rates. 
Federal Minister for Reli-
gious affairs Chaudhry Salik 
Hussain and Saudi Minister 
of Hajj and UmrahdrTawfiq 
bin Fawzan al-Rabiah signed 
the Hajj 2025 agreement be-
tween both countries in Jed-
dah. Pakistan has received 
one of the high Hajj quotas 
from Saudi arabia.
Under the agreement, the 
best facilities would be pro-
vided to Pakistani pilgrims, 
including special accommo-
dation in Mina during the 
holy pilgrimage, a state-
ment issued by the Ministry 
of Religious affairs read.
The Saudi minister assured 
to provide all possible sup-
port for better facilities 
to Pakistani pilgrims. Fur-
thermore, the ministry 
stated that a short Hajj 
programme of 20 to 25 
days has been introduced 
to make the journey more 
accessible, easier, and com-
fortable which would enable 
pilgrims to choose their ac-
commodation in Madinah 
for four to eight days.
 

Iran, European 
powers to hold 
nuclear talks 

GEnEVa: Iran is set to hold 
nuclear talks with France, 
Britain and Germany on 
Monday, just a week before 
US President-elect donald 
Trump takes office. They 
are the second round of talks 
over Iran’s nuclear program 
in less than two months, fol-
lowing a discreet meeting 
held in Geneva, Switzerland, 
in november between Teh-
ran and the three European 
powers, known as the E3.
“These are not negotiations,” 
the German foreign ministry 
told aFP. Iran has similarly 
emphasized that the talks 
are merely “consultations.” 
The talks, scheduled for 
Monday and Tuesday, will 
cover a “wide range of top-
ics,” Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman EsmaeilBaqa-
ei said during a weekly 
press briefing. – agencies

Final draft of Gaza truce deal 
presented after ‘breakthrough’
The Palestinian resistance movement Hamas says talks over some 

core issues for a ceasefire deal in Gaza have made progress
NeWS DeSK

dOHa/CaIRO: Mediators gave Israel 
and Hamas a final draft of a deal on Mon-
day to end the war in Gaza, an official 
briefed on the negotiations said, after a 
midnight “breakthrough” in talks attend-
ed by envoys of both Joe Biden and don-
ald Trump. The official said the text for 
a ceasefire and release of hostages was 
presented by Qatar to both sides at talks 
in doha, which included the chiefs of Is-
rael’s Mossad and Shin Bet spy agencies 
and Qatar’s prime minister. The official 
said Steve witkoff, who will become 
US envoy when Trump returns to the 
US presidency next week, attended the 
talks. a US source said the outgoing Bid-
en administration’s envoy Brett McGurk 
was also there. “The next 24 hours will 
be pivotal to reaching the deal,” the offi-
cial said, characterising the draft as the 
outcome of a breakthrough reached in 
the early hours of Monday.
Israel’s Kan radio, citing an Israeli of-
ficial, reported on Monday that Israeli 
and Hamas delegations in Qatar had 
both received a draft, and that the Israe-
li delegation had briefed Israel’s lead-

ers. Israel, Hamas and the foreign minis-
try of Qatar did not respond to requests 
for confirmation or comment. Officials 
on both sides, while stopping short of 
confirming that a final draft had been 
reached, described progress at the talks.
a senior Israeli official said a deal could 
be sealed within a few days if Hamas re-
plies to a proposal. a Palestinian official 
close to the talks said information from 
doha was “very promising,” adding: 
“Gaps were being narrowed and there 
is a big push toward an agreement if all 
goes well to the end.”
The United States, Qatar and Egypt have 
worked for more than a year on talks to 
end the war in Gaza, so far fruitlessly.
Both sides have agreed for months 
broadly on the principle of halting the 
fighting in return for the release of hos-
tages held by Hamas and Palestinian de-
tainees held by Israel. However, Hamas 
has always insisted that the deal must 
lead to a permanent end to the war and 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, while Isra-
el has said it will not end the war until 
Hamas is dismantled.
Trump’s Jan. 20 inauguration is now 
widely seen in the region as a de facto 
deadline. The president-elect has said 

there would be “hell to pay” unless hos-
tages held by Hamas are freed before he 
takes office, while outgoing President 
Biden has also pushed hard for a deal 
before he leaves. The official said talks 
went until the early hours of Monday, 
with witkoff pushing the Israeli delega-
tion in doha and Qatari Prime Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed bin abdulrahman al 
Thani pushing Hamas officials to final-
ize an agreement. The head of Egypt’s 
general intelligence agency Hassan 
Mahmoud Rashad was also in the Qatari 
capital as part of the talks, the official 
said. Trump envoy witkoff has traveled 
to Qatar and Israel several times since 
late november. He was in doha on Fri-
day and traveled to Israel to meet Prime 
Minister Benjamin netanyahu on Sat-
urday before returning to doha. Biden 
also spoke on Sunday by phone with ne-
tanyahu, stressing “the immediate need 
for a ceasefire in Gaza and return of the 
hostages with a surge in humanitarian 
aid enabled by a stoppage in the fight-
ing under the deal,” the white House 
said. Israel launched its assault in Gaza 
after Hamas fighters stormed across its 
borders in October 2023, killing 1,200 
people and taking more than 250 hos-

tages, according to Israeli tallies. Since 
then, more than 46,000 people have 
been killed in Gaza, according to Pales-
tinian health officials, with much of the 
enclave laid to waste and most of its pop-
ulation displaced.
Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich, a hard-line nationalist who has 
opposed previous attempts to reach a 
deal, denounced the latest proposals as 
a “surrender” and a “catastrophe for the 
national security of the state of Israel.”
Bloodshed continued in Gaza on Mon-
day, with Israeli military strikes killing 
at least 21 people, medics said, includ-
ing five killed in an Israeli strike at a 
Gaza City school sheltering displaced 
families. For the last several months, 
fighting has been particularly intense 
along the northern edge of Gaza, where 
Israel says it is trying to prevent Hamas 
from regrouping and Palestinians accuse 
Israel of seeking to permanently depop-
ulate a buffer zone. Hamas armed wing 
spokesman abu Ubaida said the group’s 
fighters attacked Israeli forces in the 
area killing at least 10 soldiers and in-
juring dozens of others in the past 72 
hours. Israel confirmed on Saturday that 
four soldiers had been killed. 
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IsLaMaBaD:  high Commissioner of Brunei Col (retired) Pengiran Kamal BashahPengiran ahmad, handed over aseaN 
Committee Chair to ambassador of Myanmar Mrwunna han. The aseaN Islamabad Committee Chair rotates among the 

member countries after six months. The heads of missions of the aseaN countries including Indonesia, Thailand,  
Malaysia, Myanmar, Brunei, Vietnam and the Philippines posing for a group picture in traditional aseaN style. – DNa


