
Gaza ceasefire deal in ‘final stages’
Mediators say negotiations are at their ‘closest 
point’ yet, with expectations of a imminent deal

Foreign Desk

Doha: Negotiations to bring the 
15-month conflict to an end are in their 
final stages, Qatar Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs spokesperson Majed al-Ansari 
told a news conference in Doha on 
Tuesday. Qatar, alongside the United 
States and Egypt, has sought to me-
diate a deal for many months. “A draft 
agreement has been handed to both 
Hamas and Israel and major obstacles 
on key contentious issues between 
the two sides have been addressed,” 
al-Ansari said. “Current discussions 
in Doha are focused on finalising the 

remaining details,” he continued. “To-
day, we are at the closest point ever 
to having a deal.” The spokesperson 
predicted that the implementation of 
the ceasefire agreement would occur 
“very shortly after it is finalised”.
“We do believe that we [Qatar] 
were able, through negotiations and 
through our partners in Egypt and 
the United States, to minimise a lot 
of the disagreements between both 
parties,” al-Ansari added. However, 
he cautioned against setting expecta-
tions too high until there is a formal 
announcement. “We do believe we are 
at a developed stage, we do believe 
we are at a final stage, but obviously, 

until there is an announcement, there 
will be no announcement,” he said. 
“Therefore, we shouldn’t be overexcit-
ed about what’s happening right now. 
But certainly, we are hopeful.”
The US, Egypt and Qatar have spent 
the past year trying to mediate an 
end to the 15-month war and secure 
the release of dozens of captives tak-
en during the Hamas-led attack on 
October 7, 2023. Some 100 Israelis 
are still captive inside Gaza, although 
the Israeli military believes at least 
one-third of them are dead. Isra-
el’s military bombardment of Gaza 
has killed more than 46,000 people 
and injured nearly 110,000, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Ministry. 
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Rawalpindi: Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir presenting a commemorative 
memento to Chief of Army Staff (CAS) of the Bangladesh Army, Lieutenant General 

S M Kamr-ul-Hassan, during a meeting. – DNA

PTI to submit written 
demands on January 
16: Barrister Gohar

PTI chairman emphasised that 
there is no deal happening

DNA
Rawalpindi: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Barrister Gohar stated that the ongoing 
negotiations are the same as those happening with 
the government, and that on January 16, they will 
present two written demands to the government. 
While speaking to the media outside Adiala Jail, 
Barrister Gohar said that sometimes judges delay 
decisions as they need time to write them. “Yes-
terday, we were informed that a decision would be 
made,” he added. He further mentioned that Imran 
Khan had been told to arrive at 9 AM, and as soon 
as his lawyers arrive, he would present himself. 

Continued on Page 06

People entering 
Corps Commander 

House was a
‘security breach’

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court’s Justice Hasan Azhar Rizvi 
said on Tuesday that people entering the Corps Commander 
House in Lahore on May 9, 2023, was indeed a “security 
breach””Did people reach the Corps Commander’s house 
on May 9? People entering the Corps Commander’s House 
is indeed a security breach,” Justice Rizvi remarked during 
a hearing. The judge’s remarks came as the apex court’s 
constitutional bench — headed by Justice Amin-Ud-Din Khan 
— heard intra-court appeals against trying civilians in mil-
itary courts. The top court, in its unanimous verdict by a 
five-member bench, on October 23 last year, declared civil-
ians’ trials in military courts null and void and ordered that 
103 suspects be tried in civilian courts. However, on Decem-
ber 13, 2023, a six-member bench of the apex court — with 
Justice MusarratHilali differing with the majority — suspend-
ed its October 23 order on petitions challenging it. The top 
court was then again moved against the December order. 
But after a hiatus, the constitutional bench in December 
last year conditionally allowed military courts to pronounce 
reserved verdicts of 85 civilians who were still in custody 
for their alleged involvement in the May 9, 2023, riots. The 
May 9 riots refer to the violent protests triggered by the ar-
rest of the PTI founder in a corruption case, during which 

Continued on Page 06

Khawaja Haris, the counsel for the Ministry of Defence, said 
that the trial of civilians was not a sudden development, as the 
law has existed since 1967; The top court, in its unanimous 

verdict by a five-member bench, on October 23 last year, 
declared civilians’ trials in military courts null and void

Eight terrorists 
killed in 
KP IBOs

The military’s media 
wing reported that the 
operations took place 
between Jan 12 and 13

DNA
Rawalpindi: The securi-
ty forces have killed eight 
terrorists in two separate 
operations across Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), 
according to a statement 
from the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) 
on Tuesday. The military’s 
media wing reported that 
the operations took place 
between January 12 and 
13. The first operation was 
an intelligence-based raid 
in Tank district, where se-
curity forces successfully 
targeted a location of the 
outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban 

Continued on Page 06

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan Siddiqui, 
spokesperson for the government negotia-
tion team, criticised the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) for failing to present its de-
mands in writing, despite promising to do 
so. Speaking to a private news channel, Sid-
diqui noted that PTI had pledged to submit 
written demands on December 23 but has 
yet to fulfil this commitment 22 days lat-
er.  “It was promised on December 23 that 
demands would be presented in writing,” 
Siddiqui said, adding: “It has been 22 days, 
but the demands have not been submitted. 
If they couldn’t provide their demands in 
this time, it is not our fault.” Siddiqui high-
lighted that the negotiation committee was 
formed on December 5, yet no written de-
mands have been received. He further re-
marked that two demands were meant to 
be submitted to National Assembly Speaker 
SardarAyazSadiq but were not submitted. 

Continued on Page 06

‘Lost all faith in 
courts’, Bushra 
Bibi tells judge

“Justice system, despite its flaws, is 
functioning. If it collapses, society 
will cease to exist,” says ATC judge

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Bushra Bibi, the wife of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder 
Imran Khan, conveyed her loss of confi-
dence in the legal system to a judge on 
Tuesday. Her comments came during 
hearing of a case in an anti-terrorism 
court (ATC), presided over by Judge 
Tahir Abbas Sipra, which pertained to 
allegations of ramming a vehicle into 
Rangers’ personnel. During the hear-
ing, the judge and Bushra engaged in 

Continued on Page 06

PTI failed to submit 
demands, says Siddiqui
“When the points are presented to us, consultations will 
be held with the seven coalition parties,” says Siddiqui

Supreme Court says

Pak, Bangladesh 
vow to promote 
regional peace

Staff Report

Rawalpindi: Pakistan and Bangladesh 
have agreed on the critical need for con-
tinued collaboration in promoting regional 
peace, security, and stability. An under-
standing to this effect was reached at a 
meeting between Chief of Army Staff (CAS) 
of the Bangladesh ArmyLieutenant General 
S M Kamr-ul-Hassan and Army Chief  Gen-
eral Syed AsimMunir in Rawalpindi. During 
their meeting, both held extensive discus-
sions on the evolving security dynamics in 

Continued on Page 06

coas reiterated the significance of joint efforts to promote 
peace and stability in South Asia and the broader region

Commander meets CJCSC, COAS

TTP presence point 
of contention with 
Afghanistan: COAS

Shamim Shahid

Peshawar: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Asim Munir has said that the only 
points of contention between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are the presence of the banned 
militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan outfit in 

Continued on Page 06

PM Shehbaz hopeful of 
lasting peace in Kurram

Convoy of 25 vehicles carrying essential items 
reaches violence-hit KP district amid tight security

Fitna al-Khawarij to eliminate soon

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: As affected parts of the Kur-
ram district received a second consignment 
of essential goods on Tuesday, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif said he hoped the peace 
in the restive region would last as the situa-
tion was witnessing a gradual improvement 
after the recent peace pact. “In Kurram, the 
situation is gradually improving. After the 
peace agreement, there was a huge setback, 
but [the situation is better now],” the prime 
minister told his cabinet members. PM Sheh-
baz mentioned the setback as just a day after 
the peace pact was signed, unidentified peo-
ple fired upon a government vehicle, injur-
ing Kurram Deputy Commissioner Javedul-
lahMehsud and multiple law enforcers. As 
a result of the attack, aid trucks scheduled 
to depart to the crisis-hit region had been 
stopped. However, as the law and order sit-
uation allowed, the aid trucks were sent to 
the district. “The bunkers are also being dis-
mantled. Medicine and food supplies are also 
being sent over there,” the prime minister 

Continued on Page 06

Madrasas safeguard 
Pakistani deological 

foundations: Fazl
National Action Plan targets religious 

institutions, blames JUI-F Chief

DNA
VEHARI: Chief of JamiatUlema-e-Islam 
(JUI-F), MaulanaFazlurRehman, as-
serted that if it weren’t for madrasas, 
the ideological foundation of Pakistan 
would have been buried. Speaking to 
the media in Vehari, FazlurRehman re-
marked, “We wear turbans not to bow 
our heads but to hold them high.” He 
criticised what he called baseless prop-
aganda against religious scholars, em-
phasizing that such campaigns under-
mine their role in society. He further 
stated that religious leadership has 
always promoted harmony and unity in 
the country. “If madrasas didn’t exist, 

Continued on Page 06
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Petrol price 
expected 

to increase
ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government is expected 
to raise petrol price by Rs 
3.50 per litre for the next 
fortnight, effective Janu-
ary 16, 2025. In addition, 
light speed diesel may see 
a price hike of Rs 5, while 
kerosene oil price could 
increase by more than Rs 
6 due to fluctuations in 
the global market. The 
petroleum industry has 
submitted a working paper 
to the Oil and Gas Regu-
latory Authority (OGRA) 
detailing the proposed 
price adjustments. – DNA
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KARACHI: Abdul Waheed, Chair-
man of Waheed Group of Compa-
nies was honored with the Highest 
Importer of Edible Oil award in Pa-
kistan by the Federal Minister for 
Maritime Affairs, Qaiser Shaikh, at 
the Pakistan Edible Oil Conference 
in Karachi. This recognition marks 
40 years of excellence for Waheed 
Group in delivering high-quality 
products, particularly through 
their flagship brand, Fauji Supreme 
Cooking Oil and Banaspati.
The event was widely attended by 
businessmen from the edible oil 
sector, along with other business 
leaders. The business community, 
especially those in manufacturing, 
congratulated the Chairman and Di-
rectors of Waheed Group. Faad Wa-
heed, Director of Waheed Group,ac-

knowledged that the award is a 
testament to the group’s dedicated 
service in the field. He expressed 
hope that Waheed Group would 

continue to produce high-quality 
products in the future and empha-
sized the group’s determination to 
foster business ties at regional and 

international levels, particularly 
with overseas Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry, for the benefit 
of all stakeholders.

Waheed Group Chairman honored as  
Pakistan’s top edible oil importer

Pak-Iran trade issues 

SB investigates 
delays in border 

market operations

ISLAMABAD: NDMA’s Gender & Child Cell (GCC) collaborated with Gender Task Force and UN 
agencies hosted a two-day National Level Consultation titled “Transforming Communities through 

Women and Girls’ Leadership for Climate Resilience and Gender Equality.”

Senator Manzoor Ahmed Kakar stated that in a recent meeting of a 
trade delegation with Iranian officials, the Iranian officials highlight-
ed that the border markets have been delayed due to delays on the 

part of the Pakistani government 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Functional 
Committee on Problems of Less De-
veloped Areas on Tuesday discussed 
the initiatives launched by the  Min-
istry of Commerce to promote local 
trade facilities, including the border 
markets in less developed areas.
During the meeting of the committee 
chaired by Senator Agha Shahzaib 
Durrani, officials of the Commerce 
Ministry informed that the govern-
ment had initiated border markets 
with Iran and Afghanistan, however, 
the latter  had rejected the propos-
al. Moreover, the physical structure 
of the border market with Iran was 
in place; however, it has not become 
operational due to  delays from the 
Iranian government and lack of road 
connectivity in the region. The panel 
was informed that  the government 
has also notified a duty concession for 
the border markets. Senator Manzoor 
Ahmed Kakar stated that in a recent 
meeting of a trade delegation with 
Iranian officials, the Iranian officials 
highlighted that the border markets 
have been delayed due to delays on 
the part of the Pakistani government. 
The committee, in order to identify 

the cause of the delay, recommend-
ed that the Ministry provide details 
of communications held with the 
Iranian government within seven 
days. Furthermore, the committee 
deliberated on the policy guidelines 
concerning the certificate of origin 
for Iranian-origin goods and the way 
forward to streamline Pak-Iran trade 
issues. Officials of the Commerce 
Ministry informed that trade with 
Iran cannot be conducted through 
banking channels due to the existing 
US sanctions on Iran. However, the 
Balochistan High Court exempted 
the import/export form for trade 
with Iran in its stay, which was va-
cated in October of last year. After-
wards, the government introduced 
a 45-day waiver for Iranian-origin 
products, which has also expired. 
Senator Shahzaib Durrani ques-
tioned the fate of the goods ordered 
before the expiry of the waiver, for 
which payment has been made and 
which were currently lying at the 
port awaiting approval. The com-
mittee directed the State Bank of 
Pakistan and the Commerce Minis-
try to conduct a joint meeting on the 
issue so that the goods lying at the 
port could be cleared and individu-
als could be saved from losses. Ear-

lier in the meeting, the Committee 
discussed the recent status of the 
committee recommendations made 
in the previous meeting regarding 
the alleged corruption in the Park 
Road Federal Government Housing 
Scheme.  The committee had direct-
ed the Housing Ministry to conduct 
an inquiry into the matter. Secretary 
of the Cabinet Division, Kamran Ali 
Afzal, expressed satisfaction with 
the NESPAK fact-finding and stat-
ed that the FIA is also conducting 
the inquiry and should analyze the 
report before conducting any fur-
ther investigation. The committee 
chairman opined that it would be 
better if the ministry conducted the 
inquiry, as its officials understood 
the technicalities of the matter. The 
committee directed the Ministry to 
conduct an inquiry into the matter 
and submit the report within two 
weeks. Senators Muhammad Aslam 
Abro,Falak Naz,Danesh Kumar,H-
amid Khan and Manzoor Ahmed 
Kakar attended the meeting. 
Secretary Cabinet Division Kamran 
Ali Afzal, Additional Secretary Fi-
nance and Revenue Amjad Mahmood 
and other senior officials from rele-
vant departments were also present 
in the meeting.

CDA conducts e-balloting for 236 
residential plots in sector C-14

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) conducted a suc-
cessful e-balloting pro-
cess for the allotment 
of 236 residential plots 
in Sector C-14, a prime 
location nestled at the 
foothills of the Margalla 
Hills. The process, held 
under the direct super-
vision of Chairman CDA 
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa, was lauded for its 
transparency and effi-
ciency. The e-balloting 
was conducted with the 
technical assistance of 
the National Database 
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) to en-
sure openness and fair-
ness on Tuesday. Seed 
numbers were random-

ly collected from the 
participants attending 
the event to maintain 
integrity in the selec-
tion process. Overseas 
Pakistanis were given 
the first right of pref-
erence for the plots in 
Sector C-14. In case, 
successful applicants 
fail to pay their dues by 
the stipulated deadline, 
the plots will be allotted 
to citizens on a waiting 
list formed during the 
balloting. The CDA re-
ceived an overwhelm-
ing response, with over 
1,700 applications sub-
mitted for the limited 
plots. Sector C-14, tout-
ed as the future “E-7” of  
Islamabad, is a highly 
sought-after residential 
area due to its prime 
location and the prom-
ise of all modern civic 

amenities. The CDA 
assured applicants that 
the development work 
in the sector is pro-
gressing rapidly, with 
24/7 efforts underway 
to ensure timely comple-
tion. The list of success-
ful candidates has been 
made available on the 
CDA’s official website 
and social media plat-
forms, ensuring accessi-
bility for all participants. 
Chairman Randhawa ex-
tended his gratitude to 
the applicants for their 
trust in the CDA and con-
gratulated the successful 
candidates. In light of the 
growing interest in Sec-
tor C-14, Chairman Rand-
hawa announced plans to 
launch new residential 
sectors and accelerate 
development in previ-
ously launched sectors.

PNS YAMAMA visits  Turkiye, 
participates in exercise Mavi Vatan

DNA
 
Islamabad: 	 T h e 
newly commissioned Pa-
kistan Navy Ship YAMA-
MA, during maiden voyage 
from Romania to Pakistan, 
visited Golcuk and Ak-
saz Naval Bases Turkiye 
and participated  in Turk-
ish Navy Exercise MAVI 
VATAN-2025. Earlier, 
upon arrival, the ship was 
received by represent-
atives of Turkish Naval 
Forces along with Naval 
Attaché of Pakistan.  PNS 
YAMAMA’s visit to Turki-
ye was aimed at strength-
ening brotherly relations 
and reaffirming Pakistan’s 
commitment to foster 
wide-ranging bilateral rela-
tions and defence ties with 
Turkiye. In same context, 

during the visit, a number 
of professional and social 
activities such as leader-
ship engagements, visits 
to Turkish Naval facilities, 
professional interactions 
and discourse on profes-
sional subjects of mutual 
interests were conduct-
ed. Deputy Commander 
Turkish Naval Fleet, Vice 
Admiral Ibrahim Ozden 

Kocer also visited PNS 
YAMAMA and received a 
detailed brief on Ship’s ca-
pabilities. 
 Besides port calls, PNS 
YAMAMA participated 
in Turkish Navy Exercise 
MAVI VATAN-2025. PNS 
YAMAMA was the only 
foreign participating unit 
other than Turkish Naval 
Ships. 

ISSI, MEMO co-host webinar 
on dynamics in Palestine 

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Afghanistan Middle East and Africa (CAMEA) at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islama-
bad (ISSI),  in collaboration with the Middle East Monitor (MEMO), hosted a webinar titled,  “How are the Dynamics in 
Palestine Impacting the International and Regional System.” The webinar was moderated by Ms. Amina Khan, Director 
CAMEA. The speakers at the webinar included Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Director General ISSI; Ambassador Khalid 
Mahmood, Chairman BoG, ISSI; Dr. Daud Abdullah, Director Middle East Monitor (MEMO); Dr. Afaf Jabiri, Co-Director of the 
Centre for Social Justice and Change at the University of East London, UK; Dr. Daud Abdullah , Director Middle East Monitor 
(MEMO); Dr. Moatmer Amin, Department of Political Science, University of Cairo, Egypt; Dr. Jafar Haghpanah, Research 
Assistant at University of Tehran; Ambassador Mthuthuzeli Madikiza, Former South African Ambassador to Pakistan, and  Dr. 
Ahmet Köroğlu, Distinguished faculty member, Department of Political Science and International Relations,  Istanbul Universi-
ty. DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail Mahmood highlighted the roots of the Palestinian issue in seven decades of illegal occupation, 
brutal repression, and denial of self-determination. He echoed UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres’ opinion, stressing that 
the events of 7 October 2023 did not happen in a vacuum and reflected a long history of marginalization and dispossession. 
He noted that the current dynamics in Palestine were having a profound impact on the international system, as reflected in: (i) 
contemptuous disrespect of international law, principles of UN Charter, and basic norms of state behaviour; (ii) virtual impu-
nity for the perpetrator despite conducting a genocide; (iii) inability of the UN Security Council to act in the face of the most 
grievous danger to world peace and an existential threat to the Palestinian people; and (iv) uncertainties in the wake of the in-
coming Trump Administration with its commitment to Abraham Accords and a new regional security architecture. While noting global 
support for Palestine -- from the Western street to the Global South to like-minded major powers -- he urged decisive action from the 
Arab League, OIC, and the international community. He called for an urgent ceasefire, safe and sustained provision of humanitarian 
assistance, and start of negotiations for Palestinian statehood, emphasizing that for peace in the Middle East justice for the Palestinians 
was indispensable.  Ms. Amina Khan highlighted the Palestinian refugee crisis caused by Israel’s systematic occupation since 
1948. She condemned the ongoing genocide in Gaza, which has displaced millions and questioned refugees’ right of return, 
while commending Palestinians’ resilience against oppression. Calling for urgent action, she emphasized their rightful return to 
an independent homeland with Jerusalem as its capital, noting pivotal legal developments like South Africa’s ICJ initiative and 
the ICC’s arrest warrant for Israeli leadership.—DNA

HIU nabs 
suspect in 

security 
guard’s 

blind murder
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Industrial Area Circle 
Homicide Unit (HIU) team 
has apprehended a sus-
pect involved in the blind 
murder of a private compa-
ny’s security guard and re-
covered the murder weap-
on on Tuesday. A public 
relations officer told APP 
that the accused, identi-
fied as Asad Ali, had fatal-
ly shot security guard Adil 
Shahzad using a firearm 
and fled the scene with 
the victim’s mobile phone, 
motorcycle registration 
book, ATM card, and other 
belongings. DIG Raza took 
immediate notice of the 
incident and directed the 
police to ensure the swift 
arrest of the suspect.
Police official said the po-
lice team conducted an in-
vestigation using advanced 
technical and scientific 
methods, which led to the 
identification and arrest 
of Asad Ali. The team also 
recovered the victim’s sto-
len mobile phone, ATM 
card, registration book, 
and other items from the 
accused. Additionally, the 
pistol used as the murder 
weapon was also recov-
ered from the suspect. IG 
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir 
Rizvi and DIG Islamabad 
commended the police 
team for their swift and 
efficient action.  “The 
suspect will be prosecut-
ed in court based on solid 
evidence to ensure he re-
ceives appropriate punish-
ment,” he added.

Committee reviews 
implementation of Anti-Rape Act

ISLAMABAD: The An-
ti-Rape Special Committee 
has conducted a comprehen-
sive stocktake of the imple-
mentation of the Anti-Rape 
(Investigation and Trial) Act, 
2021 at the Ministry of Law 
and Justice.
Chaired by Senator Ayesha 
Raza Farooq, the meeting 
included members of the 
Special Committee along 
with participants from PEM-
RA, NADRA, National Police 
Bureau (NPB), provincial 
Home Departments, and 
other relevant stakeholders. 
The session reviewed the 
progress on three key topics 
pertaining to the deployment 
of the National Sex Offend-
er’s Register, performance 
of specialized structures to 
support survivors of sexual 
violence and gender-based 
crimes, and policy considera-
tions to improve implementa-
tion of the Act. The National 
Police Bureau updated the 

participants on the success-
ful installation of hardware 
for the Sex Offenders Reg-
ister (SOR) at the Gender 
Crime Cell at NPB, a key 
milestone in the operation-
alization of the SOR which 
will help support investiga-
tion and prosecution in sex-
ual violence cases. The NPB 
highlighted that data for 94% 
of eligible entries from 1st 
January to 30th November 
2024 had been collected 
and was pending entry into 
the SOR following updates 
to the digital software. NA-
DRA agreed to provide the 
necessary technical support 
so that entries into the SOR 
can be ensured at the earli-
est. Data presented by the 
Ministry of Law and Justice 
showed key improvements 
across the implementation 
of the Anti-Rape Act, 2021 
specifically with regards to 
availability of Anti-Rape Cri-
sis Cells (ARCCs) and their 

utilization. Notable improve-
ments were observed in 
Punjab and  Islamabad where 
referral of cases of serious 
sexual violence to ARCCs 
had increased, ensuring 
better support services for 
survivors. Provincial Home 
Departments committed to 
ensuring further improve-
ments towards addressing 
the challenges highlighted 
during the session and im-
proving coordination be-
tween police and ARCCs 
so that survivors of sexual 
violence can be better sup-
ported. The Committee 
also considered policy pro-
posals presented by Ms. 
Zainab Mustafa, Commu-
nity Protection Advisor at 
UPSCALE and member of 
the Special Committee, for 
improvements to Pakistan’s 
legal framework to support 
broader sex offender man-
agement and reducing re-
offending.—DNA

Somalian 
Education 
Minister, 

envoy visit 
IIUI

ISLAMABAD: His Excel-
lency, Minister of Educa-
tion, Culture, and Higher 
Education of Somalia, 
Farah Sheikh Abdulkadir, 
an alumnus of the Interna-
tional Islamic University  
Islamabad (IIUI), alongwith 
Somali Ambassador Sheikh 
Noor Mohamed Hassan 
visited the university. Min-
ister Abdulkadir toured the 
Faculty of Shariah and Law, 
where he once studied. He 
met with the faculty there 
and shared his old memo-
ries. In the management 
block auditorium, he met 
with Somali students to 
encourage them in their 
academic pursuits. Mean-
while, he also held a meet-
ing with the IIUI President, 
discussing avenues for col-
laboration in education and 
research.—APP

PSQCA 
devises 

mechanism 
to check food 
quality: Khalid
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Education and 
Professional Training Dr 
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui on 
Tuesday said that Pakistan 
Standard and Quality Con-
trol Authority (PSQCA) has 
mechanism to check the 
quality of Food & Non-Food 
items in the country. Re-
sponding to a supplementa-
ry question of Senator Haji 
Hidayatullah Khan, the min-
ister said that currently, 173 
food and non-food items such 
as cooking oil, refined palm-
olein, natural mineral  water, 
wheat flour and others have 
been included.—APP



Nasir stresses data-driven 
insights role in business growth

Highlights importance of private sector-government collaboration for unlocking economic growth

Mahnoor Ansar
 
Islamabad: Reliable data is 
no longer just a valuable asset; it 
has become essential for making 
informed decisions in a rapidly 
changing world. Stability and pre-
dictability, which are crucial for 
business success, depend heavi-
ly on the security environment. 
This was highlighted by Nasir 
Mansoor Qureshi, President of 
the Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI), dur-

ing his speech at the launch of the 
Annual Security Assessment Re-
port: Pakistan’s Comprehensive 
National Security Profile 2024. 
The event was organized by the 
Pakistan Institute for Conflict and 
Security Studies (PICSS).
The audience included diplomats, 
think tank members, policy ana-
lysts, and business leaders. The 
report provided a detailed anal-
ysis of Pakistan’s security situ-
ation, focusing on the evolving 
strategies of militant groups.
In his address, Qureshi stressed 

the importance of such reports 
in helping businesses anticipate 
risks, seize opportunities, and 
adapt to changing circumstanc-
es. He explained that security 
challenges affect all aspects of 
business, including supply chains, 
market access, investor confi-
dence, and workforce manage-
ment. Using data-driven insights 
helps businesses tackle these 
challenges effectively. Qureshi 
further emphasized that under-
standing regional security trends 
allows businesses to optimize 

their operations, protect invest-
ments, and ensure continuity in 
uncertain times. He also high-
lighted the importance of col-
laboration between the private 
sector and the government to 
create an environment that pro-
motes investment, innovation, 
and economic growth. He urged 
stakeholders to view the report 
as a guide for action, suggesting 
that aligning strategies with the 
report’s findings could strength-
en Pakistan’s economy and en-
sure its long-term stability. Pres-

ident Qureshi praised PICSS 
for their detailed research and 
valuable report, calling it a crit-
ical resource for addressing se-
curity and economic challenges. 
He concluded by encouraging 
everyone to use these insights 
to work toward a safer and more 
prosperous Pakistan.
The event reinforced the need 
for data-driven approaches to 
address Pakistan’s security and 
economic challenges, laying 
the groundwork for sustainable 
growth and stability.

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts (PNCA), 
National Art Gallery, hosted a cap-
tivating calligraphy workshop led 
by acclaimed Pakistani calligrapher 
Azeem Iqbal.
The event drew aspiring artists and 
calligraphy enthusiasts, offering 
them a unique opportunity to learn 
from one of Pakistan’s finest callig-
raphy masters. The workshop was a 
continuation of Mr. Iqbal’s prestig-
ious calligraphy exhibition, which is 
currently on display at PNCA. Mr. 
Iqbal introduced participants to  the 
Kufic script, one of the oldest and 
most revered styles of Arabic callig-
raphy. Through live demonstrations, 
he showcased his precision and crea-
tivity, providing insight into the tech-
niques and philosophy that define 
his work. Participants were given 
hands-on training, allowing them to 
explore the intricate art form while 
gaining a deeper understanding of 
its cultural and artistic significance. 

The attendees expressed their appre-
ciation for the workshop, describing 
it as an enriching experience that not 
only enhanced their skills but also 
deepened their connection to the her-
itage of calligraphy. One participant 
remarked, “It was a privilege to learn 
directly from a master. The workshop 
was truly inspiring.” Director of the 

Visual Arts Division at PNCA, Mariam 
Ahmed highlighted the organization’s 
commitment to promoting tradition-
al arts, stating, “PNCA is dedicated 
to preserving and showcasing the 
timeless art of calligraphy. We are 
grateful to Mr. Azeem Iqbal for 
sharing his expertise and inspir-
ing the next generation of artists.”

Calligraphy workshop at PNCA
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Pindi Cantt Board and CDA 
issues resolved amicably

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Cabinet has resolved 
a long-standing issue 
between the Rawalpindi 
Cantonment Board and 
the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) regard-
ing the boundaries of 
municipal authority.  This 
decision follows tireless 
efforts from both the 
Rawalpindi Cantonment 
Board and CDA authori-
ties, bringing relief to the 
decades-long issue affect-

ing the people of Rawal-
pindi and Islamabad.  The 
Rawalpindi Cantonment 
Board was established in 
1849, with its boundaries 
clearly defined in 1957. In 
contrast, Islamabad and 
the CDA were established 
in 1960, with the regional 
boundaries of Islamabad 
defined in a 1963 notifica-
tion. This led to disputes 
over municipal authori-
ty boundaries in sectors 
G-13, G-14, H-13, H-15, 
I-12, and I-14, which were 
previously part of the 
Rawalpindi Cantonment 

Board. A dispute arose 
regarding the boundaries 
of municipal authority 
among them, and the pub-
lic faced various issues 
due to the resulting situ-
ation.  The Federal Cab-
inet’s decision resolves 
this issue, with the west-
ern region of H-13, from 
the railway line to GT 
Road, and the area south 
of the railway line to GT 
Road, up to IJP Road, re-
maining under the munici-
pal authority of the Rawal-
pindi Cantonment Board.  
The remaining sectors 

will be excluded from the 
board’s municipal bound-
aries. The new boundaries 
will include areas adja-
cent to Golra Road, EME 
College, the Diary Farm, 
Chungi No. 26, and the 
Motorway Chowk, among 
others.  This resolution 
will bring ease to the 
public and institutions, 
and it’s essential to note 
that this determination 
only applies to municipal 
authority and does not 
affect the border bound-
aries between Islamabad 
and Rawalpindi.

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Brunie Kemal Ahmed handing over ASEAN Islamabad Committee Chair to the Ambas-
sador of Vietnam, for the next six months. —DNA

AIOU celebrates 2nd anniversary of 
facilitation-cum-call center

 ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) celebrated the second anniversary of its Facilitation Center, estab-
lished on campus to address student issues under one roof, and its Call Center, set up to provide information online to 
students residing in remote areas. The event was presided over by Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood and 
was attended by the university’s principal officers and staff. The ceremony began with a cake-cutting, followed by the Vice 
Chancellor’s address. Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood reiterated the university’s commitment to enhancing educational 
standards, increasing enrollment, and maximizing student support facilities using all available resources. He emphasized 
that students are the university’s most valuable asset, and providing them with necessary support remains a top priority. 
The Vice Chancellor instructed the Facilitation and Call Center staff to interact with students with kindness and respect, 
addressing their concerns promptly to ensure they leave satisfied that their issues were heard and resolved efficiently. On 
the suggestion of the Director of Student Advisory, the Vice Chancellor also directed the establishment of a mechanism 
for issuing reference letters to students. Earlier, the Vice Chancellor, along with principal officers, visited the Facilitation 
and Call Centers, personally reviewing the services provided at each counter and issuing directives for further improve-
ment. The event was organized by the Directorate of Student Advisory and Counseling Services. Director Student Affairs, 
Syed Ghulam Kazim Ali gave a detailed presentation on the services of these centers.

Call for enhancing 
Pak-Turkiye parlia-
mentary exchanges

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the National Assembly Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq on Tuesday expressed confidence that deepen-
ing parliamentary ties between the Pakistan and Turkiye 
would serve to further strengthen bilateral relations. Dur-
ing a meeting with Ambassador of Turkiye to Pakistan, Dr. 
Irfan Neziroglu  he highlighted the enduring relation-
ship between the two nations, which is deeply root-
ed in shared religion, history, culture, and a sense of 
brotherhood said a news release. While emphasizing  
the long-standing and strong ties between Pakistan 
and Turkiye  Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said  ,“Pakistan and 
Turkiye  are like one soul in two bodies.” The speaker  
further underscored the deep affection and attach-
ment that the people of Pakistan have for Turkiye, 
acknowledging the significant sacrifices made by the 
Turkish people in defending democracy and preserv-
ing national sovereignty. Ayaz Sadiq also pointed out 
that both countries share unanimity of views on key 
regional and global issues, particularly on  Kashmir, 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, and  Kara-
bakh. He noted that Pakistan and Turkiye have con-
sistently supported each other’s positions on these 
matters within international forums and reaffirmed 
the importance of continuing this mutual support.  “The 
Pakistan-Turkiye Parliamentary Friendship Group in the 
National Assembly plays a vital role in advancing parlia-
mentary diplomacy and fostering stronger connections 
between our two nations,” he stated. He also stressed the 
importance of enhancing parliamentary exchanges, which 
he believes will contribute to greater understanding and 
cooperation between lawmakers from both countries. 

Mohtasib addressed record 
number of complaints in 2024
ISLAMABAD: The Wafaqi Mohtasib, Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi has said that the office received 
and redressed a record number of complaints during the outgoing year 2024, which stood at 
226,371 and 223,1 71 respectively, indicating an increase of 17% and 16% in the receipt and 
disposal. He expressed these views while informally interacting with a group of journalists, 
who called on him at the Wafaqi Mohtasib Secretariat here Tuesday. Warmly felicitating the 
journalists and media persons on the advent of the New Year, the Wafaqi Mohtasib termed 
members of the media his partner and stakeholders in his efforts to raise awareness about 
the Wafagi Mohtasib and its services in support of the citizen’s rights. He further added that 
the outreach of his office was continuously being increased and the new regional offices 
have been established at Muzaffarabad (AJ&K) and Gilgit which brings the number to 24. 
He added that the institution is planning to establish more regional offices in remote areas 
during this year. He further informed that 92.9 percent decisions made by his organization 
have been implemented during the year 2024, while expressing the resolve to achieve 100% 
implementation rate. He said that nearly 2.3 million households have benefited from the 
services of offered by the Wafaqi Mohtasib’s Office since its establishment in 1983.—APP

Mushaal 
urges 

students for 
physical, 

mental health 
ISLAMABAD: Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick, wife of un-
lawfully incarcerated Kash-
miri leader Yasin Malik said 
that students should focus 
on their phyical as well as 
mental health for their bright 
future and play the positive 
role the development and 
prosperity of the country. 
She was addressing at Paki-
stan Chamber of Education 
Sports Gala Inauguration Cer-
emony as a chief guest, she 
urged that youth are the future 
of the country and assets of 
the nation, said a press release 
here on Tuesday.— 
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ISLAMABAD :Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif on Tuesday said 
that equipping youth with 
professional skills was 
essential to increase job 
opportunities and the gov-
ernment was actively pur-
suing a policy to reduce 
unemployment by promot-
ing the private sector. He 
said the “Uraan Pakistan” 
project would create new 
employment opportunities 
across the country. The 
prime minister chaired 
a meeting on his Youth 
Programme. The meeting 
was attended by Minister 
for Economic Affairs Ahad 
Khan Cheema, Chairman 
Prime Minister’s Youth 
Programme Rana Mash-
hood Ahmad Khan, Min-

ister of State for IT Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja and senior 
officials from the relevant 
departments, PM Office 
Media Wing said in a press 
release. During the meet-
ing, the prime minister di-
rected for the formulation 
of a strategy aligned with 
the market demands of 
friendly countries to pro-
vide employment to youth 
abroad, besides, desiring 
action against fake and un-
licensed companies offer-
ing jobs abroad. “NAVTTC 
and the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Skill Development 
Programme should play 
their role in promoting 
technical and profession-
al skills. Pakistan’s future 
is linked to the develop-
ment of the IT sector,” the 

press release quoted the 
prime minister as saying.  
The prime minister was 
informed about the es-
tablishment of a platform 
named “Prime Minister 
Digital Youth Hub” to pro-
vide information regarding 
jobs and other services to 
the youth. He directed that 
the Digital Youth Hub should 
be introduced in English 
language as well as in Urdu 
and all other local languages 
to make it accessible to the 
public. During the meet-
ing, the prime minister was 
briefed on the progress of 
the Prime Minister’s Youth 
Employment Plan, measures 
to equip the workforce with 
skills required by the inter-
national market and other 
projects.—APP

Efforts afoot to create   job 
opportunities for youth 

Briefs
Webinar on 

popularizing 
mathematics 
ISLAMABAD: The Eco-
nomic Cooperation Organ-
ization Science Foundation 
(ECOSF) and the IPKI In-
stitute are set to host a we-
binar on January 15 on Pop-
ularizing Mathematics and 
Science.  Prof. Dr. M. Zafar 
Iqbal, Professor Emeritus 
at Quaid-i-Azam University 
(QAU) will deliver a lecture 
on the remarkable contribu-
tions of Gregori Perelman, 
titled “Gregori Perelman: 
The Man Who Refused 
a Million Dollar Award.” 
Gregori Perelman, a Rus-
sian mathematician, made 
history in 2006 by solving 
the century-old Poincaré 
Conjecture, a milestone in 
the field of topology.  For 
his revolutionary insights 
into the analytical and ge-
ometric structure of the 
Ricci flow, he was awarded 
the prestigious Fields Med-
al, often considered the 
equivalent of a Nobel Prize 
in mathematics.  However, 
Perelman declined both the 
award and the associated 
honor, stating, “I’m not in-
terested in money or fame; 
I don’t want to be on display 
like an animal in a zoo.” The 
webinar will explore Perel-
man’s monumental work, 
which has significantly in-
fluenced mathematics and 
geometry.  According to 
the ECOSF, Prof. Dr. Zafar 
Iqbal, a distinguished phys-
icist and academic lead-
er, will shed light on the 
profound implications of 
Perelman’s contributions.  
Dr. Iqbal’s own academic 
journey includes serving 
as Dean of the Faculty of 
Natural Sciences and Chair-
man of the Department of 
Physics at Quaid-i-Azam 
University, Islamabad. He 
is a recipient of Pakistan’s 
Pride of Performance and 
Sitara-i-Imtiaz awards and 
a Fellow of the Institute of 
Physics (UK).
This session is part of 
ECOSF and IPKI Institute’s 
commitment to promoting 
scientific literacy and in-
spiring a deeper appreci-
ation of mathematics and 
science in society.
The webinar can be joined 
by the participants using 
Zoom Link: https://tinyurl.
com/mw699dts. The fur-
ther details are available at 
the weblink: https://ecosf.
org/The-Man-Who-Refused-
a-Million-Dollar-Award.
This insightful talk will pro-
vide students, researchers, 
and enthusiasts a unique 
opportunity to explore the 
fascinating world of mathe-
matics through the lens of 
Perelman’s groundbreaking 
achievements.—APP

Roy 
acknowledges 
govt’s efforts 

on women 
education

ISLAMABAD:Zindagi Trust 
founder Shehzad Roy em-
phasized the importance of 
providing equal educational 
opportunities for girls and 
boys, as it is crucial for the 
country’s development.
Speaking to a private news 
channel on Tuesday, he 
acknowledged the govern-
ment’s increased focus on 
women’s education but 
stressed that much more 
remains to be done.
Roy highlighted the issue 
of the declining number of 
women progressing from 
primary to higher educa-
tion, describing it as a “pyra-
mid effect.” He also pointed 
out Pakistan’s inadequate 
educational infrastructure 
and suggested that imple-
menting co-education could 
help address the issue.
Expressing concern 
about societal attitudes, 
he criticized the practice 
of prioritizing early mar-
riages for girls over their 
higher education.—APP 

Arfa Karim 
remembered 

ISLAMABAD: The thir-
teenth death anniversary of 
the youngest Microsoft Certi-
fied Professional in the world, 
Arfa Karim Randhawa, was 
observed on Tuesday. Arfa Ka-
rim was born in a small village 
near Faisalabad on February 2, 
1995.  Arfa Karim became the 
youngest Microsoft Certified 
Professional (MCP) by pass-
ing the MCP examination at 
the age of just nine in 2004. 
Microsoft owner Bill Gates 
invited her to visit the com-
pany’s headquarters in the 
United States when she was 
10. She won many awards 
and international recogni-
tions for her brilliance in the 
world of Information Tech-
nology (IT).—APP

Urdu poet 
Hafeez 

Jalandhari 
remembered
ISLAMABAD: Renowned 
Urdu poet, the creator of 
the country’s national an-
them, Abul Asar Hafeez 
Jalandhari was remem-
bered on  his 125th birth 
anniversary on Tuesday. 
Born in Jalandhar on Jan-
uary 14, 1900, Hafeez 
Jalandhari migrated to 
Lahore after the independ-
ence of Pakistan in 1947. 
He wrote the lyrics for the 
national anthem in 1952. 
Hafeez Jalandhari actively 
participated in freedom 
movement and used his 
writings to propagate for 
the cause of Pakistan. He 
also wrote the Kashmiri 
Anthem, “Watan Hama-
ra Azad Kashmir”. He 
also wrote many patriotic 
songs during the Indo-Pa-
kistani War of 1965. For 
his literary and patriotic 
services to Pakistan, Ha-
feez Jalandhari was award-
ed the Hilal-e-Imtiaz and 
Pride of Performance by 
the Government of Paki-
stan. He passed away on 
December 21, 1982 at the 
age of 82 years.—APP

IRSA 
releases 
29,700 

cusecs water
	 ISLAMABAD:In-
dus River System Author-
ity (IRSA) on Tuesday re-
leased 29,700 cusecs water 
from various rim stations 
with inflow of 40,600 cusecs. 
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1476.95 feet and 
was 78.95 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow 
in the dam was recorded as 
15,100 cusecs and 10,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1134.40 
feet, which was 84.40 feet 
higher than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was recorded 
5,900 cusecs and 100 cusecs 
respectively.  The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa , 
Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed as 20,500, 14,500, 2,000 
and 5,000 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, a 
total of 13,600 cusecs of wa-
ter released at Nowshera and 
6,000 cusecs released from Riv-
er Chenab at Marala.—APP

Freedom of Kashmir to remain  
Pakistan’s top priority

“AJK has made remarkable strides in economic and social development since its liberation from the 
Dogra rulers in 1947. However, much remains to be done to enhance the quality of life for our people  

DNA

ISLAMABAD :Former President 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) and renowned diplomat 
Sardar Masood Khan highlight-
ed the socio-economic progress 
of AJK while emphasizing the 
need for further development to 
improve the lives of the region’s 
people.  He reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s unwavering commitment 
to the Kashmir cause during 
an interactive session with the 
researchers from the Centre 
for International Strategic Stud-
ies Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(CISS AJK).   Delivering the 
keynote address, Masood Khan 
remarked, “AJK has made re-
markable strides in economic 
and social development since 

its liberation from the Dogra 
rulers in 1947. However, much 
remains to be done to enhance 
the quality of life for our peo-
ple.”   He lauded the efforts of 
AJK’s founding leaders, stating, 
“Our elders built this state from 
scratch with honesty, dedica-
tion, and commitment. Today, 
we have transformed signifi-
cantly from having only one col-
lege in Mirpur in 1947 to now 
boasting five universities with 
11 regional campuses, three 
medical colleges, and over 100 
colleges across the region.”  He 
also highlighted the educational 
achievements of AJK, noting that 
thousands of students from the 
region pursue higher education 
in institutions across Pakistan 
and abroad, with the literacy 
rate in District Poonch nearing 

an impressive 85%.   Touching 
on infrastructure development, 
Masood Khan observed, “In 
1947, we had only a dirt road 
connecting Muzaffarabad to 
Srinagar. Now, a comprehensive 
network of roads connects even 
the smallest villages with ma-
jor cities in AJK and Pakistan.”   
Discussing the region’s un-
tapped potential, he emphasized 
the importance of leveraging 
AJK’s natural resources.  “Our 
region has immense potential 
for hydropower generation and 
tourism development, thanks 
to its abundant water resources 
and natural beauty, which can at-
tract both domestic and interna-
tional tourists”, he said.   While 
acknowledging the progress, 
Masood Khan stressed the need 
to address public concerns. 

“We must listen to the voices 
of our masses and civil socie-
ty to bridge the gap between 
elected representatives and 
the electorate,” he added.   On 
the Kashmir issue, the former 
president reiterated that the 
liberation of Kashmir and the 
right to self-determination for 
its people remain Pakistan’s 
top priority.  He lamented the 
lack of international focus on 
the issue, stating, “While the 
global community’s attention 
briefly turned to Kashmir af-
ter India’s abrogation of its 
special status in August 2019, 
the issue has since receded 
to the background due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and inter-
nal political dynamics in Paki-
stan.”   Masood Khan praised 
CISS AJK for its initiatives and 

commended its leadership un-
der Dr. Asma Shakir Khwaja.  
He acknowledged the insti-
tute’s dedicated efforts in ad-
vocating for the Kashmir cause 
and its contributions to critical 
research areas.   The session 
began with welcoming remarks 
by the Executive Director of 
CISS AJK, who lauded Ambas-
sador Masood Khan’s distin-
guished career and expressed 
gratitude for his presence. A 
comprehensive presentation 
followed, showcasing the insti-
tute’s achievements and aca-
demic endeavors.   The event 
concluded with Dr. Asma Shakir 
Khwaja presenting a souvenir 
to Ambassador Masood Khan as 
a token of appreciation for his 
contributions and continued ad-
vocacy for the Kashmir cause.

US, China and UK 
top 3 destinations of 

Pakistani export
ISLAMABAD: The United States (US) 
remained the top export destination of 
Pakistani products during the first five 
months of the current financial year 
2024-25, followed by China and the Unit-
ed Kingdom (UK).  Total exports to the 
US during July-November 2024-25 were 
recorded at US $2512.809 million against 
the exports of US $2299.165 million dur-
ing July-November 2023-24, showing an 
increase of 9.29 percent, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). This 
was followed by China, wherein Pakistan 
exported goods worth US $1053.161 mil-
lion against the exports of US $1223.702 
million last year, showing a decrease of 
13.93 percent. UK was the third top ex-
port destination, where Pakistan export-
ed products worth US $935.018 million 
during the month under review against 
the exports of US $863.481 million, SBP 
data revealed. Among other countries, 
Pakistani exports to UAE stood at US 
$925.594 million against US $817.848 
million last year while the exports to 
Germany were recorded at US $707.649 

million against US $613.778 million last 
year, data said. During July-November 
2024-25, the exports to Holland were 
recorded at $621.164 million against 
$560.266 million whereas the exports to 
Italy stood at $480.727 million against 
$501.999 million. Pakistan’s exports to 
Spain were recorded at $600.871 mil-
lion against the exports of US $638.846 
million while the exports to Afghani-
stan were recorded at $406.674 mil-
lion against $234.563 million last year. 
The exports to Bangladesh stood at US 
$313.998 million against US $241.960 
million. Similarly, the exports to France 
during the months under review were 
recorded at US $230.857 million against 
US $207.183 million while the exports 
to Belgium stood at US $257.895 million 
against US $236.207 million.  Pakistan’s 
exports to Saudi Arabia were recorded at 
US $303.421 million during the current 
year compared to US $275.619 million 
last year whereas the exports to Turkiye 
stood at US $136.769 million against US 
$158.843 million.—DNA

HIU nabs 
suspect in 

security 
guard’s blind 

murder
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Industrial Area Circle Hom-
icide Unit (HIU) team has 
apprehended a suspect 
involved in the blind mur-
der of a private company’s 
security guard and recov-
ered the murder weapon on 
Tuesday.
A public relations officer 
told APP that the accused, 
identified as Asad Ali, had 
fatally shot security guard 
Adil Shahzad using a fire-
arm and fled the scene with 
the victim’s mobile phone, 
motorcycle registration 
book, ATM card, and other 
belongings.
DIG Raza took immediate 
notice of the incident and 
directed the police to en-
sure the swift arrest of the 
suspect. Police official said 
the police team conducted 
an investigation using ad-
vanced technical and scien-
tific methods, which led to 
the identification and arrest 
of Asad Ali.  The team also 
recovered the victim’s stolen 
mobile phone, ATM card, 
registration book, and oth-
er items from the accused. 
Additionally, the pistol used 
as the murder weapon was 
also recovered from the sus-
pect.—APP

Police arrest 
3 bike 

lifters with 
two stolen 

motorcycles
RAWALPINDI: Police have 
arrested three bike lifters 
and street criminals and re-
covered two stolen motor-
cycles, Rs 55,000, weapons 
and other items from their 
possession, said a Police 
spokesman.  He informed 
that a team under the su-
pervision of SHO, Taxila Po-
lice Station managed to net 
three bike lifters namely 
Bilal,  Behram and Bilal and 
recovered 10 stolen motor-
cycles and other items from 
their possession.  A case has 
been registered against the 
accused while further inves-
tigation is underway.—APP

President, PM laud  
security forces 

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday paid trib-
ute to the security forces for eliminating eight Khawarij (terrorists) in two different operations in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Appreciating the forces for anti-terror operations in Tank and Tirah Valley, the 
president and prime minister reiterated the nation’s resolve to root out terrorism from the country. 
“The people of Pakistan stand in support of their security forces to eliminate terrorism and are fully 
resolved to root out this scourge,” the president remarked.  Prime Minister Shehbaz said that the 
government and the security forces were pursuing the objective of eliminating terrorism in toto. 
“The entire nation feels proud of its brave security forces. We will continue to thwart the nefarious 
designs of the terrorists,” the prime minister added.

The prime minister was informed about the 
establishment of a platform named “Prime Minister 
Digital Youth Hub” to provide information regarding 

jobs and other services to the youth

ISLAMABAD: Heavy machinery being used for construction work of Serena Chowk Underpass Project during development work in Federal Capital.
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Cutting off Russian gas LA wildfires a 
reminder for USO N January 1, Ukraine terminated the transit of Russian gas to Europe, 

ending 34 years of almost uninterrupted supply since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Some in the West have celebrated this as a victory over 

Russia. If anything, it is a potential victory for Türkiye as the Southern Corridor 
– a 3,500 km-long route for transporting natural gas – rises in strategic impor-
tance to European industries rocked by high prices and low productivity. For all 
practical purposes, the sale, purchase and supply of gas or any other commodity 
are entirely commercial matters. However, Russian gas has long been politicised 
in the West, more so in the context of the crisis in Ukraine that started in 2014 
and eventually led to Moscow launching what it called a “special military oper-
ation” against Kiev in 2022. Ukraine’s recent decision to end the long-standing 
gas supply route to Europe seems just another minor twist in that soap opera. In 
the big scheme, it won’t strike a major blow to Russia, despite Poland’s Foreign 
Minister declaring it a victory. Gas, like oil, flows to where the demand is. The 
war in Ukraine has seen a huge increase in Russian oil supplies to India and a 
continued growth in Russian gas supplies to China. Meanwhile, Russia has also 
increased its LNG exports to Europe to replace cheaper piped gas supplies. Num-
bers don’t lie. And export data shows that Russia hasn’t been weakened, although 
its economy has undoubtedly endured seismic shifts. Since 2014, Russia has, on 
average, exported $420bn worth of goods each year, two-thirds of that oil and 
gas. After a hugely profitable year in 2022 when energy prices surged, Russia 
remained above that trend average in 2023 and looks set to repeat it when 2024 
data is compiled. There’s nothing that suggests 2025 will be different, either. The 
two biggest losers here will be the unrecognised breakaway region of Transnistria 
within Moldova. In a perverse arrangement, a major power station in Transn-
istrian supplied around one-third of all Moldovan electricity using Russian gas 
piped across Ukraine. Authorities in Tiraspol – the biggest city of Transnistria 
– need to engage with the Moldovan government in Chisinau to resolve energy 
shortages in both places. Specifically, Transnistria may have to bite the bullet on 
more expensive gas delivered from Europe to restart its power plant and provide 
electricity to Moldova in return. Of greater strategic importance is Slovakia. By 
picking a fight with an EU and NATO member, Zelenskyy may have bitten off 
his nose to spite his face: Slovakia, with Hungary, will almost certainly act as a 
major spoiler against Ukraine’s efforts to join NATO and the EU. It’s a timely 
reminder of how, in the war in Ukraine, statecraft has often been victim to the 
tyranny of short-term thinking. Ukraine will lose up to $1bn per year in gas transit 
fees from its decision. It is one of the ironies of this long-running saga, that since 
the rise in tensions, Ukraine lobbied Western powers to pressure Russia into 
maintaining gas transit. In 2014, Ukraine received around $3bn per year in gas 
transit fees, and in the face of huge economic challenges, wanted to retain this 
revenue. Even in 2024, the idea of swapping Azeri gas for Russian gas through the 
Ukrainian transit system was also mooted, allowing Ukraine to retain its lucrative 
transit income. Slovakia was a key partner to Ukraine in 2014, when the deci-
sion was taken to cease the purchase of gas directly from Russia and to replace 
it with a so-called reverse flow in which Europe would supply gas to Ukraine.

C ALIFORNIA’S wildfires burn almost every year, but this time, US media 
claimed they are painting scenes of an “Armageddon.” At least 24 people 
are believed to be dead and more than a dozen remain unaccounted for 

as wildfires continue to rage across Southern California, according to US me-
dia reports.  In a Monday piece titled “L.A.’s wildfires have leaders fighting on 
two fronts: Nature and politics,” the Washington Post noted that the Democratic 
leadership in the state is under political attack from the opposition, rather than 
receiving “words of sympathy or pledges of rebuilding.”  The Washington Post 
has found a problem, but it’s not complete.  The haunting images of the 2023 
Hawaii wildfires are still vivid in people’s minds. During California’s latest crisis, 
it feels as though the US is watching history repeat itself without taking action.  
Since 1983, the US National Interagency Fire Center has documented an average 
of approximately 70,000 wildfires per year within the country.  This staggering 
figure should, in theory, lead to a well-organized and smoothly functioning fire-
fighting system. Yet, when wildfires occur in the US, chaotic scenes continue to 
unfold.  In Los Angeles - one of the wealthiest cities of the world’s richest coun-
try - fire hydrants have been found to have little to no water flowing out, leaving 
many residents powerless as the flames ravage everything in their path.  It is 
lamentable that, according to reports from major US media outlets, many disaster 
victims seem to have resigned themselves to their fate.  A recent Politico article 
mentioned that when the author asked victims whom they blamed, they pointed 
to the wind, to God, to population growth, or to the way Californians tucked their 
homes into the foothills, before they think of lack of investment in infrastructure 
or the fire hydrants that ran dry. Americans are suffering because the country 
has lost the ability to unite and transcend divisions in times of crisis. Both parties 
are engaged in finger-pointing. The Republican side labels California leaders as 
“incompetent,” and blames DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) initiatives, as well 
as female firefighters of color and lesbian firefighters. Meanwhile, the Democratic 
Party blames climate change and pushes back against the Republican attempt to 
“politicize” the fires. Yet, there is little effective discussion on how to resolve this 
ongoing crisis, what feasible solutions are available, or how the government will 
strengthen its ability to prevent and respond to natural disasters in the future. 
They fight each other amid the chaos of the fire, and in every other challenge they 
face nowadays.  A society that should be uniting in the face of this crisis is instead 
being torn apart by constant blame and shifting responsibility, even as the fires 
continue to rage. As a result, some observers argue that the California wildfires 
were not just a natural disaster, but rather a man-made catastrophe. If Ameri-
can politicians were willing to rethink their approach to crises, this wildfire could 
serve as an opportunity to heal the nation’s deep political divisions. It should 
also prompt America to set aside its ideological biases, stop fixating on self-made 
“threats,” and instead focus on real-world dangers like extreme weather - issues 
that demand global unity. To make this shift, the US must champion cooperation.
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Indonesian President’s visit to Pakistan

Don’t rejoice when the enemy dies

Dr M Ali Hamza

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

P AKISTAN is eagerly looking forward to the 
visit of President Prabowo Subianto, the 
newly elected leader of Indonesia. This visit 

will mark another milestone in the strong relation-
ship between the two nations, which have enjoyed 
close ties since their independence.As the only 
G20 member state in Southeast Asia, Indonesia is 
the region’s largest economy and is recognized as 
a newly industrialized country. The data of 2024 
shows that Indonesia is the world’s 16th largest 
economy by nominal GDP and 8th largest by pur-
chasing power parity, with estimates of $1.402 
trillion and $4.658 trillion, respectively. Pakistan 
admires Indonesia’s remarkable progress and is ea-
ger to learn from its experiences as a brotherly na-
tion, in areas of socio-economic and political devel-
opment. With the fourth largest population in the 
world and the largest Muslim population, Indonesia 
plays a significant role in global affairs and is a key 
member of ASEAN.Pakistanis acknowledge these 
achievements and are ready to extend a warm and 
heartfelt welcome to President Prabowo Subian-
to. India’s Republic Day is just around the corner 
on January 26, celebrated with grandeur in New 
Delhi. A highlight of the event is the presence of 
a chief guest, who often brings along a contingent 
of soldiers to participate in the iconic parade. Or-
ganizing such a visit requires significant planning 
and coordination, so the chief guest is typically con-
firmed well in advance, with the public informed 
accordingly.However, this year has been unusually 
quiet. While it’s widely speculated that Indonesia’s 
newly elected president, His Excellency Prabowo 
Subianto, will be the chief guest, the Indian gov-
ernment has yet to make an official announcement.
In previous years, the guest list was finalized much 
earlier. For instance, French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s participation in the 2024 Republic Day 
celebrations was confirmed in December 2023. Be-
fore that, Egypt’s President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi’s 
visit in 2023 was announced in November 2022. 
Even in 2020, when Brazil’s then-President Jair 
Bolsonaro attended, the confirmation came by 
November 2019. The only exception was in 2021, 
when the parade was cancelled due to the pandem-
ic.So, what’s behind the silence about Prabowo’s 
visit this year? It’s an unusual break from tradition, 
sparking curiosity and speculation as India’s repub-
lic day approaches. Sources suggest that President 
Prabowo plans to visit Pakistan for a three-day trip 
immediately after attending India’s republic day 
celebrations on January 26. This could explain 

the Indian government’s silence.From India’s per-
spective, it might seem awkward for a chief guest 
at such an important event in New Delhi to head 
straight to Pakistan afterward. The optics could ap-
pear unusual, given the longstanding tensions be-
tween the two countries.However, is it reasonable 
to let conflicting interests with a neighbour over-
shadow the sovereign decisions of another nation? 
Respecting Indonesia’s right to chart its own diplo-
matic path is key, and such decisions shouldn’t be 
viewed through a lens of contention.
It seems the Indian government is hesitant to 
uphold its own principle when another coun-
try applies it, the policy of ‘’de-hyphenation’’.
De-hyphenation is a diplomatic approach where 
a country maintains independent relations with 
multiple nations, even if those nations have con-
flicting interests. It ensures that ties with one 
country are not influenced or prioritized based 
on tensions with another. This strategy allows 
nations to engage with each other individually, 
treating each as a distinct entity rather than 
viewing them solely through the lens of their 
conflicts or rivalries.The concept promotes the 
idea of separating intertwined foreign policy 
narratives, enabling more nuanced and balanced 
relationships. It’s a reasonable and pragmatic ap-
proach, but the question remains, why hesitate 
when it’s someone else’s turn to exercise it? In 
2014, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in-
troduced the de-hyphenation policy toward Isra-
el. The goal was to establish diplomatic relations 
with Israel that were independent of India’s ties 
with Palestine.This approach was notably prac-
ticed in January 2018, when Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu visited New Delhi to 
sign agreements on cyber-defence, security, and 
scientific cooperation. What made this visit par-
ticularly significant was its timing, it came just 
a month after India voted in favour of a Unit-
ed Nations resolution, brought by Türkiye and 
Yemen, opposing the US decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, a move against 
Palestinian interests. Since the start of the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, India has taken a dip-
lomatically neutral stance, applying a de-hyphen-
ation approach to the conflict. While providing 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine during its time of 
crisis, India chose to abstain from voting on UN 
General Assembly Resolution ES-11/1. This res-
olution condemned Russia’s actions, called for a 
full withdrawal of Russian troops, and demanded 

the reversal of the recognition of Luhansk and 
Donetsk as independent republics.If India can 
adopt this policy to balance its relations and pri-
orities, why should it be a problem when another 
country does the same? After all, diplomacy is 
about respecting each nation’s right to chart its 
own independent course.
Let’s take a quick look at recent history. India’s 
sensitivity and concerns about combining visits to 
both Pakistan and India in the same travel itiner-
ary became more pronounced in 2006, when US 
President George W. Bush visited India to sign a 
civil nuclear agreement and then flew straight to 
Pakistan to meet its then-President, Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf. That didn’t sit well with India at the 
time.Since then, Indian govt. want world leaders to 
separate their trips and keep their relations with 
India and Pakistan separately, means do not de hy-
phenate just ties but trips as well. A rather peculiar 
demand, but one that seems to have been respect-
ed.As later American presidents Barack Obama, 
Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, have visited India 
without including Pakistan in their itineraries. It’s 
not just the US, when Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med Bin Salman visited India in 2019, he also went 
to Pakistan in the same month. However, to align 
with India’s stance, he took a detour, stopping in 
Dubai instead of flying directly to Islamabad.There 
are rumours that the Indonesian President may not 
travel to Pakistan directly from India. Instead, he 
might head to Malaysia from India late on January 
26. However, there’s no official confirmation of this 
plan yet. Jakarta has also remained silent about the 
President’s itinerary, leaving things unclear.If Pres-
ident Prabowo does visit Malaysia, it’s uncertain 
whether he would then backtrack to Islamabad or 
postpone his trip to Pakistan altogether. For now, 
everything remains up in the air.
Interestingly, President Prabowo’s predecessor, 
former President Joko Widodo, flew directly to Pa-
kistan after his visit to India. It will be fascinating 
to see how President Prabowo approaches this.
All eyes are on him and his potential visit to Paki-
stan. There’s no doubt that His Excellency has no 
intention of offending India, nor does he wish to 
be influenced by their pressure.  Regardless of the 
itinerary, Pakistanis are eagerly awaiting the op-
portunity to host His Excellency.The bond between 
Pakistan and Indonesia transcends such superficial 
matters and theirbilateral relations are built on a 
strong foundation of mutual respect and shared in-
terests, far above any fleeting diplomatic nuances.

A CROSS the broad spectrum of human emotions, 
grief and sorrow emerge as universal constants. 
Regardless of whether the loss is caused by a 

natural disaster or a human-made catastrophe, the pain 
remains equally profound. Recent events, such as the dev-
astating fires in Los Angeles and the tragic destruction 
in Gaza, have once again highlighted these shared expe-
riences. While the origins of these tragedies differ—Los 
Angeles being struck by a natural calamity and Gaza suf-
fering the consequences of deliberate human actions—the 
anguish endured by those affected underscores the fragil-
ity and interconnectedness of human existence.
Natural disasters, like the Los Angeles fires, are often per-
ceived as forces of nature, beyond human control. They 
wreak havoc, displacing families, shattering communities, 
and leaving behind trails of destruction. In the face of such 
crises, collective empathy and solidarity often emerge as a 
beacon of hope. People from diverse backgrounds unite to 
provide aid and support, transcending boundaries of race, 
religion, and geography. Yet, despite this outpouring of hu-
manity, the sorrow remains deep. The loss of life, homes, 
and cherished memories cannot be quantified in material 
terms. When someone’s home is consumed by flames, the 
damage goes beyond physical possessions—it creates an ir-
replaceable void in the heart. Contrastingly, the ongoing 
suffering in Gaza represents a tragedy of human making. 
This is not the result of unpredictable natural forces but de-
liberate actions stemming from political conflicts and pow-
er struggles. The scale of destruction in Gaza is immense, 
and the human toll is staggering. Entire families are oblite-
rated, homes reduced to rubble, and futures shattered. The 
sorrow in this instance is compounded by the realization 
that such tragedies are preventable. They reflect humani-
ty’s capacity for cruelty and disregard for life when blinded 
by enmity and greed. Both cases compel us to reflect on 
the nature of human suffering and our response to it. In 
moments of loss, the essence of shared humanity becomes 
evident. The Quran reminds us of this interconnectedness 
in Surah Al-Hujurat (49:13): “O mankind, We have created 
you from male and female and made you peoples and tribes 
that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of 

you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you.” This 
verse highlights the unity of the human race and calls for 
mutual understanding and compassion.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) further em-
phasized the sanctity of human life and the need for em-
pathy. In a well-known hadith, he said, “The believers, in 
their mutual kindness, compassion, and sympathy, are 
just like one body. When one of the limbs suffers, the 
whole body responds to it with wakefulness and fever.” 
This profound analogy underscores the importance of 
standing together in times of hardship, irrespective of 
the source of the calamity. Christian teachings echo 
similar sentiments. In the Bible, Romans 12:15 urges 
believers to “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn.” This call for empathy underscores 
the shared nature of human suffering and the impor-
tance of supporting one another in times of grief. 
In Judaism, the Talmud teaches that “Whoever saves 
one life, it is as if they have saved the entire world” 
(Sanhedrin 37a). This powerful statement highlights 
the sanctity of every human life and the collective 
responsibility to protect and support one another.  
Hindu philosophy also recognizes the interconnected-
ness of all beings. The concept of “Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam,” meaning “The world is one family,” reflects 
the idea that humanity is bound together in a shared 
existence. The Bhagavad Gita teaches compassion, 
non-violence, and the importance of performing one’s 
duty to help others, particularly in times of distress. 
Similarly, Buddhism emphasizes the cultivation of 
compassion and the alleviation of suffering.
The principle of “Karuna” (compassion) is central to 
Buddhist teachings, urging individuals to act with kind-
ness and empathy toward all living beings.  However, 
it is disheartening to witness selective empathy in the 
world today. While natural disasters often evoke wide-
spread sympathy, man-made tragedies can sometimes 
become entangled in political biases. The suffering of 
innocents in Gaza, for example, is at times overlooked or 
justified under the guise of geopolitical narratives. This 
selective morality undermines the universal principle of 

valuing every human life.
Reflecting on the title, “Don’t rejoice when the enemy 
dies, Friends will also die,” we are reminded of the dan-
gers of dehumanizing others. Celebrating the demise of 
an adversary can lead to a cycle of hatred and retalia-
tion, perpetuating suffering. The Quran warns against 
such attitudes in Surah Al-Isra (17:33): “And do not kill 
the soul which Allah has forbidden, except by right. 
And whoever is killed unjustly — We have given his heir 
authority, but let him not exceed limits in [the matter 
of] taking life. Indeed, he has been supported [by the 
law].” This verse stresses the sanctity of life and the 
importance of justice, urging restraint even in the face 
of conflict. When we witness tragedies like the Los An-
geles fires or the devastation in Gaza, it is a moment 
to pause and reflect on our shared vulnerability. These 
events remind us that suffering knows no boundaries 
and that human loss, regardless of its origin, is a wound 
to our collective soul. It is only when we internalize this 
truth that we can truly empathize with others and work 
towards a world that values life above all else.
The lessons from the Quran and the teachings of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) guide us toward compassion 
and justice. They remind us to rise above petty divisions 
and view every life as sacred. In the face of natural calam-
ities, we must come together to support those in need. 
In instances of human-made disasters, we must strive to 
address the root causes and advocate for peace and rec-
onciliation. Ultimately, the pain of losing one’s home, 
whether to a fire or a bomb, is a stark reminder of life’s 
uncertainties. It teaches us to cherish what we have and to 
extend our hands to those who have lost everything. The 
true test of humanity lies not in how we respond to the 
suffering of those we know and love but in how we react 
to the pain of strangers and even adversaries. The world 
today needs more compassion, understanding, and col-
lective action. As individuals and as a global community, 
we must reject the notion of selective empathy and em-
brace the universal principle of valuing all lives equally. 
Only then can we hope to build a world where sorrow is 
met with solace, and suffering is alleviated by solidarity.
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Sydney: Katie Boulter became 
the sixth British player to win 
their first-round singles match at 
this year’s Australian Open - the 
most in the nation’s history dur-
ing the Open era. Boulter, seed-
ed 22nd, secured the new record 
with a hard-fought 6-4 3-6 7-5 vic-
tory over Canada’s Rebecca Mari-
no. The 28-year-old British num-
ber one was nowhere near her 
best against 98th-ranked Marino 
and needed all of her competitive 
spirit to get over the line.
“That was way too stressful for 
me, I would have preferred an 
easier match today,” said Boulter, 
who plays Russian VeronikaKu-
dermetova next. Meanwhile, 
Emma Raducanu overcame sec-
ond-serve wobbles to start her 
2025 season with a scrappy win in 
the Australian Open first round. 
The British number two, whose 
preparations were disrupted by a 
back injury, won 7-6 (7-4) 7-6 (7-2) 

against Russian 26th seed Ekat-
erina Alexandrova. While hitting 
well from the baseline, Raducanu 
was hampered by double faults 
and lost serve six times. The 2021 
US Open champion hit 15 double 

faults, including a particularly-de-
flating one on break point when 
she looked to close out a straight-
set victory from a 5-4 30-0 lead.
However, the way she regrouped 
and dominated another tie-break 

to get over the line was impres-
sive. The 22-year-old had a sheep-
ish grin as she walked to the net 
and said afterwards: “I think my 
serve had a mind of its own.” 
World number 61 Raducanu will 

face another higher-ranked player 
next in Amanda Anisimova.
The 23-year-old American, who 
is ranked 35th having returned 
from a nine-month mental health 
break in 2023, beat Argentina’s 
Maria Lourdes Carle 6-2 6-3 to set 
up Thursday’s match. Raducanu 
insisted she was “ready to go” in 
Melbourne after recovering from 
the back spasm - suffered when she 
bent down to tie a shoelace - that 
ruled her out of a season-opening 
event in Auckland. Playing her 
first match since November, it was 
never likely to be plain-sailing for 
Raducanu on her Grand Slam re-
turn against a seeded player. Mean-
while, In a dramatic turn of events 
at the Australian Open, Eva Lys, 
the German world No. 128 and a 
lucky loser in the draw, was called 
to action with no warning, replacing 
the 13th-seeded Anna Kalinskaya 
moments before her scheduled 
match against Australian Kimberly 
Birrell. Despite the chaos, Lys de-
livered a commanding 6-2, 6-2 victo-
ry to advance to the second round.

Raducanu advances as British history made in AO
Elena Rybakina needed just 53 minutes to reach the Australian Open second 

round with a dominant win over Australian teenager Emerson Jones
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state installations, including 
the General Headquarters, 
were also attacked. As a re-
sult, the military court hand-
ed down punishments to all 
85 accused last month, but 
a few days ago, 19 convicts 
were pardoned after they 
appealed for mercy. During 
the hearing, Khawaja Haris, 
the counsel for the Ministry 
of Defence, said that the trial 
of civilians was not a sudden 
development, as the law has 
existed since 1967. In the 
FB Ali case, those prosecut-
ed were retired individuals, 
he said, adding that even 
during peacetime, civilians 
interfering in military affairs 
would face trial in military 
courts. At this, Justice Azhar 
remarked that it should be 
noted the FB Ali case oc-
curred during a period of civ-
il martial law. He questioned 
whether there was a master-
mind behind the conspiracy 
and who orchestrated it. To 
this, Haris responded that 
the trial of the mastermind or 
conspirators would also take 
place in the military courts.

PTI to 
submit...
From Page 01

“Since I have been in this 
jail, no trial has started be-
fore 11 AM,” Barrister Go-
har remarked. Barrister Go-
har emphasized that there is 
no deal happening. “If such 
a deal were happening, we 
wouldn’t hide it from the 
public. The negotiations are 
the same as those with the 
government.” When asked 
about the recent meeting 
between Army Chief and Ali 
Amin Gandapur, Barrister 
Gohar explained that such 
meetings are ongoing, main-
ly about law and order situa-
tions, and maintaining work-
ing relations is essential.

PTI failed 
to submit...
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“When the points are pre-
sented to us, consultations 
will be held with the seven 
coalition parties. All coali-
tion parties will then con-
sult with their leadership 
on the demands,” Siddiqui 
explained. He also em-
phasised that deliberation 
takes time, saying: “It is 
not possible for a letter to 
arrive one day and for a re-
sponse be given to the let-
ter on the same day. If the 
demands are substantial, we 
need to deliberate on them. 
We must form a collective 
stance after the demands 
are presented.” Siddiqui as-
sured that while the PTI set 
a January 31 deadline, the 
government would provide 
a response before that date.

‘Lost all faith 
in courts’...

From Page 01
conversation with the for-
mer saying: “It has taken 
some time, but legal proto-
cols have been followed.”  
To this, the former first 
lady replied: “That is not an 
issue, but we have lost faith 
in the courts”. Disagreeing, 
Judge Sipra assured: “It is 
not like that everywhere. 
The justice system, despite 
its flaws, is functioning. If 
it collapses, society itself 
will cease to exist. You 
have appeared before me 
in other hearings as well.”

Gaza 
ceasefire...

From Page 01
According to details leaked 
by the Israeli media, the 
ceasefire deal being ham-
mered out will be imple-
mented in three stages. In 
the first, 33 Israeli captives 
being held in Gaza will be 
released. Israel will free 
50 Palestinian prisoners in 
exchange for each female 
soldier released, and 30 
Palestinian prisoners in 
exchange for the remain-
ing civilians being held 
captive. The second phase 
will begin 16 days later, 
focusing on negotiations 
to release the remaining 
prisoners. The final stage 
will address long-term ar-
rangements, including an 
alternative government in 
Gaza and rebuilding efforts. 
The reports also said Israel 
will completely withdraw 
from the Philadelphi Corri-
dor – the strip of land be-
tween the borders of Gaza 
and Egypt – at the end of 
the first phase of the deal.

ICC grapples with 
Afghanistan dilemma

The rapid rise of their men's team has coincided with the disbanding of their 
women's squad even though that team never played any international match

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein Mullick Chairperson Peace and Culture Organization and wife of Jailed Kashmiri Hurriyat Leader 
Mohammad YasinMullick confer medal to students during the prize distribution ceremony of annual Sports Gala of Private 

Educational Society as a Chinese woman also showers her interest, at Sports Complex in Federal Capital. – Online

NEW DELHI: After years of showcas-
ing Afghanistan’s remarkable rise as a 
success story, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) is under pressure to crack 
the whip on its member nation, which has 
seen major curtailment of women’s rights 
by the Taliban government. England and 
South Africa have been urged to boycott 
next month’s Champions Trophy matches 
against Afghanistan, whose maiden appear-
ance in the men’s 50-overs tournament as 
one of the world’s top eight teams is a tes-
tament to their growth in recent years.
The rapid rise of their men’s team has coin-
cided with the disbanding of their women’s 
squad even though that team never played 
any international match. The Afghanistan 
Cricket Board (ACB) had 25 contracted 
women players in 2020 but most of them are 
now living in exile in Australia following the 
Taliban takeover of their country in August 
2021. The new rulers clamped down on the 
rights of women and girls, restricting their 
access to education and work, curbing their 
freedom of movement, and forcing them to 
cover their faces and bodies.
“Where’s the hope for women that want to 

play sport, want to go to school, that want 
to be able to work? Where is the hope for 
them?” Tonia Antoniazzi, a Labour MP in 
the UK, told BBC. “This is a bigger issue 
around sex-apartheid that I feel very strong-
ly about.” While the English and the South 
African boards have ruled out boycotting 
Champions Trophy fixtures against Afghan-
istan, they placed the onus on the ICC to 
formulate a unified approach to the tricky 
issue. The Dubai-headquartered governing 
body said it was on the task.
“We are committed to leveraging our influ-
ence constructively to support the Afghani-
stan Cricket Board (ACB) in fostering cricket 
development and ensuring playing opportuni-
ties for both men and women in Afghanistan,” 
an ICC spokesperson told Reuters. The ICC 
has formed a task force headed by its deputy 
chairman Imran Khwaja, who is leading “the 
ongoing dialogue on this matter”, the official 
said. While the women’s team has been dis-
banded, Afghanistan men’s team have shifted 
base to Dubai. Star players Rashid Khan 
and Mohammad Nabi have raised voice 
against the “deeply unjust” move to deny 
Afghan women access to education.

“This decision has profoundly affected 
not only their future but also the broad-
er fabric of our society,” Rashid, who has 
been the face of Afghan cricket, wrote on 
X last month. Former captain Nabi ech-
oed Rashid’s view on the same social me-
dia platform. “Denying girls the chance to 
learn and serve their people is a betrayal of 
both their dreams and our nation’s future,” 
wrote Nabi. “Let our daughters study, grow, 
and build a better Afghanistan for every-
one. This is their right, and it is our duty to 
protect it.” Afghanistan became a test-play-
ing nation in 2017 and finished sixth in the 
2023 ODI World Cup beating former cham-
pions England, Pakistan and Sri Lanka in 
group matches. Their English coach Jona-
than Trott also guided them to the semi-fi-
nals of the T20 World Cup in West Indies 
and the United States last year.
Afghanistan’s full-membership looked at 
stake under the Taliban rule but most ICC 
members felt banning them would achieve 
little in a strife-torn country where the 
game remains a major source of happiness.
Britain’s Culture minister Lisa Nandy was 
also apprehensive of the utility of boy-

cotting a cricket team. “I think they are 
counterproductive, penalise hard-working 
athletes,” Nandy told BBC. “They are not 
the people we should be penalising for the 
Taliban’s appalling actions against women 
and girls...” “The question is, what are the 
right levers? Diplomacy and public pressure. 
We are raising awareness but we should al-
low sport to be sport.” England, who have 
ruled out any bilateral cricket with Afghan-
istan, forfeited a 2003 World Cup game 
against Zimbabwe in protest against Rob-
ert Mugabe’s regime. Australia also play 
Afghanistan only in multi-team ICC events 
and have refused to host them more than 
once. South Africa Sports Minister Gayton 
McKenzie has likened the Afghanistan situa-
tion to the Apartheid era in his own country 
when much of the sporting world boycotted 
them. The Afghan board did not respond to 
Reuters request for comments. Afghanistan 
begin their Group B campaign against South 
Africa in Karachi on Feb. 21 before taking 
on England and Australia. India, who will 
play their matches in Dubai, are in Group 
A with defending champions Pakistan, 
New Zealand and Bangladesh. – Agencies

Arsenal’s Jesus out with 
suspected ACL injury

Web Desk

London: Arsenal’s Brazilian forward 
Gabriel Jesus is set for a lengthy spell 
on the sidelines after suffering what is 
suspected to be an anterior cruciate lig-
ament (ACL) injury, according to British 
media reports on Tuesday. Jesus, 27, left 
the pitch on a stretcher before the end 
of the first half in Arsenal’s FA Cup tie 
with Manchester United on Sunday, 
which Mikel Arteta’s side lost on penal-
ties. “We know more now. It is not look-
ing good at all. We need to review with 
one more specialist and will have better 
information this afternoon,” Arteta told 
a press conference ahead of Arsenal’s 
Premier League game with Tottenham 
Hotspur on Wednesday. “I don’t want 
to confirm anything until we have the fi-
nal report this afternoon. We were very 
worried after the game and we are very 
worried today.” Jesus had just recently hit 
goalscoring form, netting his first league 

goals of the season when scoring a double 
against Crystal Palace in December, and 
scored another in a win over Brentford on 
New Year’s Day. He also scored a hat-trick 
against Palace in a League Cup quarter-fi-
nal game last month. Jesus joined Arsenal 
in 2022, having won four league titles with 
Manchester City. Arsenal may now look 
to bring in a new striker during the Janu-
ary transfer window, but according to the 
manager, it is not the only area in which 
they may need to invest. “We have other 
issues as well. A player can bring things 
to a team in different ways. That is what 
we are trying to do,” Arteta said. “We are 
actively looking in the market to improve 
the squad. We would be naive not to do 
that. There is an opportunity to improve 
the squad.” Arteta also spoke about the 
online abuse suffered by Kai Havertz, after 
the forward had his penalty saved during 
Sunday’s shootout, which led to Arsenal 
exiting the FA Cup in the third round. 
“It is incredible, honestly. We really have 
to do something about it,” Arteta said.

PM Shehbaz 
hopeful of 
lasting...
From Page 01

said, terming it a “positive 
development”. PM Shehbaz 
hoped that all stakeholders 
will join hands to ensure 
the peace, supervise the 
talks between the warring 
groups, and also try to en-
sure that such incidents 
do not take place again. In 
a relevant development to-
day, the second convoy of 
25 vehicles carrying essen-
tial goods has reached Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s Kurram 
district, local administra-
tion confirmed. However, 
20 other vehicles failed to 
get clearance and were sent 
back to Tal. This develop-
ment marks the successful 
delivery of another consign-
ment of essential items, in-
cluding flour, sugar, ghee, 
and medicines to affected 
parts of the Kurram district 
which remained in the spot-
light for months following a 
wave of tribal violence that 
claimed over 130 lives and 
resulted in the closure of 
routes for over 100 days. 

Madrasas 
safeguard...

From Page 01
the ideology of Pakistan 
would have been aban-
doned. We were targeted, 
but no action was taken 
against those spreading 
prejudice and division,” 
he added. Commenting on 
the role of Sharia courts, 
FazlurRehman lamented 
their lack of recognition. 
“Decisions of Sharia courts 
are given no importance. 
Even a judge of the Sharia 
court cannot ascend to the 
position of Chief Justice. 
However, we succeeded in 
introducing a constitution-
al amendment to eliminate 
usury. The 26th Amend-
ment has empowered Shar-
ia courts in this regard,” he 
explained. The JUI-F chief 
also criticised the National 
Action Plan, claiming it tar-
gets religious institutions. 
“How can I accept such a 
plan?” he questioned. 

Pakistan, 
Bangladesh..

From Page 01
the region and explored fur-
ther avenues for enhancing 
bilateral military coopera-
tion. The two sides under-
scored the importance of a 
stronger defence relation-
ship. They emphasised that 
the enduring partnership 
between the two brotherly 
nations must remain resil-
ient against external influ-
ences. Army Chief General 
Syed AsimMunir reiterated 
the significance of joint ef-
forts to promote peace and 
stability in South Asia and 
the broader region, while 
ensuring that both nations 
continue to contribute to re-
gional security through col-
laborative defence initiatives.

TTP 
presence...

From Page 01
the latter and cross-border 
attacks. The remarks attrib-
uted to the army chief were 
carried by state broadcast-
er  and were uttered dur-
ing his Peshawar meeting 
a day ago with politicians 
from Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. Relations between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
have been strained due to 
frequent border skirmishes 
and Islamabad repeatedly 
demanding Kabul take ac-
tion against the TTP for 
using Afghan soil to launch 
attacks in Pakistan. Ka-
bul denies the allegations.

Eight 
terrorists...

From Page 01
Pakistan (TTP) group, 
commonly referred to as 
the khwarij. During the 
operation, six terrorists 
were killed, ISPR stated. 
In a second engagement in 
Khyber district’s Tirah Val-
ley, security forces neutral-
ised two more terrorists as-
sociated with the TTP. The 
ISPR added that sanitisa-
tion operations are ongoing 
in the region to clear any 
remaining militants. The 
security forces have vowed 
to continue their efforts 
to eradicate terrorism and 
restore peace in the coun-
try. Earlier, Security forces 
killed 27 terrorists dur-
ing an intelligence-based 
operation (IBO) in the 
Kacchi district of Ba-
lochistan and destroyed a 
huge caches of arms, am-
munition and explosives, 
the Inter-services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said in 
a statement on Monday.

Daniil Medvedev 
destroys net camera 

as he avoids exit
The Thai wildcard was in sight of the biggest win of 
his career - as well as handing Medvedev the most 
surprising defeat of his - on his Grand Slam debut

Web Desk

Sydney: Daniil Medvedev destroyed a net camera as he 
battled to control his emotions in a five-set thriller against 
world number 418 KasiditSamrej in the first round of the 
Australian Open. Medvedev, a three-time finalist in Mel-
bourne, furiously smashed his racquet against the camera in 
the middle of the net after falling behind in the third set. The 
Thai wildcard was in sight of the biggest win of his career - as 
well as handing Medvedev the most surprising defeat of his 
- on his Grand Slam debut. But Samrej, who has never pre-
viously competed at an ATP Tour event, started to struggle 
physically and the Russian regained his composure to win 
6-2 4-6 3-6 6-1 6-2. The fifth seed has made five-set matches 
a habit in Melbourne, with this his fourth in a row after blow-
ing a two-set lead against Jannik Sinner in last year’s final. “I 
know that I play better when I play more tennis, so why play 
one hour 30 [minutes]?” Medvedev joked during his on-court 
interview. “It’s minimum three hours to feel my shots better 
and to have a good sensation.” Medvedev began shouting at 
his coach as early as the second set before his emotions real-
ly came to the fore in the third when he went a break down.

Paolini finds 
Wei through 
to 2nd round 
MELBOURNE: Jasmine 
Paolini eased through to 
the second round of the 
Australian Open with a 
dominant 6-0 6-4 win over 
Chinese qualifier Wei Sijia 
on Tuesday as the Italian 
savoured a return to the 
Grand Slam that launched 
her golden season last year. 
The late-blooming Paolini 
was a revelation in 2024 
as she made the French 
Open and Wimbledon fi-
nals, and qualified for the 
season-ending WTA Finals. 
If that wasn’t enough, she 
also won the women’s dou-
bles gold medal at the Paris 
Olympics partnered with 
Sara Errani and steered 
Italy to a fifth Billie Jean 
King Cup title in November. 
Now the diminutive 29-year-
old has eyes on a first 
Grand Slam title at Mel-
bourne Park. – Agencies
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JERUSALEM: Yotam Vilk says 
the image of Israeli soldiers 
killing an unarmed Palestinian 
teenager in the Gaza Strip is 
seared in his mind. An officer in 
the armored corps, Vilk said the 
instructions were to shoot any 
unauthorized person who en-
tered an Israeli-controlled buffer 
zone in Gaza. He saw at least 12 
people killed, he said, but it is 
the shooting of the teen that he 
can’t shake. “He died as part of a 
bigger story. As part of the policy 
of staying there and not seeing 
Palestinians as people,” Vilk, 28, 
told foreign media. Vilk is among 
a growing number of Israeli sol-
diers speaking out against the 
15-month conflict and refusing to 
serve anymore, saying they saw 
or did things that crossed ethi-
cal lines. While the movement is 
small — some 200 soldiers signed 
a letter saying they’d stop fighting 
if the government didn’t secure a 
ceasefire — soldiers say it’s the tip 
of the iceberg and they want oth-
ers to come forward. Their refusal 
comes at a time of mounting pres-

sure on Israel and Hamas to wind 
down the fighting. Ceasefire talks 
are underway, and both President 
Joe Biden and President-elect 
Donald Trump have called for a 
deal by the Jan. 20 inauguration. 
Seven soldiers who’ve refused to 
continue fighting in Gaza spoke 
with AP, describing how Palestini-
ans were indiscriminately killed and 
houses destroyed. Several said they 
were ordered to burn or demolish 
homes that posed no threat, and 
they saw soldiers loot and vandalize 
residences. Soldiers are required to 
steer clear of politics, and they rare-
ly speak out against the army. After 
Hamas stormed into Israel on Oct. 
7, 2023, Israel quickly united be-
hind the war launched against the 
militant group. Divisions here have 
grown as the war progresses, but 
most criticism has focused on the 
mounting number of soldiers killed 
and the failure to bring home hos-
tages, not actions in Gaza.  Interna-
tional rights groups have accused 
Israel of war crimes and genocide 
in Gaza. The International Court 
of Justice is investigating genocide 

allegations filed by South Africa. 
The International Criminal Court 
is seeking the arrests of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and for-
mer defense minister Yoav Gallant. 
Israel adamantly rejects genocide 
allegations and says it takes ex-
traordinary measures to minimize 
civilian harm in Gaza. The army 
says it never intentionally targets ci-
vilians, and investigates and punish-
es cases of suspected wrongdoing. 
But rights groups have long said 
the army does a poor job of inves-
tigating itself. The army told AP 
it condemns the refusal to serve 
and takes any call for refusal se-
riously, with each case examined 
individually. Soldiers can go to 
jail for refusing to serve, but none 
who signed the letter has been 
detained, according to those who 
organized the signatures.  Yotam 
Vilk, who served in an armored 
unit in the Gaza Strip and is now 
one of a growing number of Israeli 
soldiers speaking out against the 
15-month conflict, poses for a 
portrait in Tel Aviv, Israel, on 
Friday, Jan. 10, 2025.—Agencies

Some Israeli soldiers refuse to keep fighting in Gaza

Briefs
Gold price 

dips by 
Rs1,400 per 

tola
ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
decreased by Rs.1,400 and 
was sold at Rs 277,900 on 
Tuesday against its sale 
at Rs 279,300 on previ-
ous trading day, All Sindh 
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported. The price of 
10 grams of 24 karat gold 
also decreased by Rs.1,201 
to Rs.238,254 from Rs 
239,455 whereas that of 
10 gram 22 karat also went 
down to Rs.218,400 from Rs 
219,500. The prices of per 
tola and ten gram silver re-
mained constant at Rs3,350 
and Rs.2,872.08 respec-
tively. The price of gold in 
the international market 
decreased by $14 to $2,661 
from $2675, the Associa-
tion reported.—APP

PSX continues 
with bullish 
trend, gains 
574 more 

points
ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) continued with 
bullish trend on Tuesday, 
gaining losing 574.11 more 
points, a positive change 
of 0.50 percent, closing at 
114,804.17 points as com-
pared to 114,230.06 points 
on the last trading day. A 
total of 589,463,320 shares 
were traded during the day 
as compared to 521,209,059 
shares the previous trading 
day, whereas the price of 
shares stood at Rs32.584 
billion against Rs. 28.287 
billion on the last trading 
day. As many as 463 compa-
nies transacted their shares 
in the stock market, 269 of 
them recorded gains and 137 
sustained losses, whereas 
the share price of 57 compa-
nies remained unchanged. 
The three top trading com-
panies were Cnergyico PK 
with 42,527,928 shares 
at Rs 7.21 per share, Pak 
Refinery with 38,066,803 
shares at Rs.41.50 per share 
and K-Electric Limited with 
33,447,471 shares at Rs.5.00 
per share.—APP

Rupee sheds 
5 paisa 

against dollar
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani ru-
pee on Tuesday depreciated 
by 5 paisa against the US 
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs278.72 
against the previous day’s 
closing of Rs278.67. Howev-
er, according to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates 
of the dollar in the open mar-
ket stood at Rs 279.05 and 
Rs 280.55 respectively. The 
price of the Euro increased by 
Rs 1.04 to close at Rs285.70 
against the last day’s closing 
of Rs284.66, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese yen 
remained unchanged and 
closed at Rs1.77, whereas an 
increase of Rs 1.95  was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate 
of the British Pound, which 
was traded at Rs340.19 as 
compared to the last day’s 
closing of Rs338.24.—APP

EU says 
irregular 

crossings into 
bloc last year 
lowest since 

2021
WARSAW: The number of 
irregular crossings into the 
European Union recorded 
in 2024 fell to the lowest 
level since 2021, the bloc’s 
border agency Frontex said 
on Tuesday. Warsaw-based 
Frontex, which regularly 
publishes statistics on ir-
regular entries into the EU, 
said last year’s preliminary 
data revealed “a significant 
38-percent drop” in cross-
ings. The agency said in 
a statement the numbers 
were at “the lowest level 
since 2021, when migration 
was still affected by the 
COVID pandemic”. Frontex 
said the decrease in un-
documented asylum seek-
ers was mainly driven by a 
plunge in arrivals through 
the Central Mediterranean 
and the Western Balkans 
routes. “Despite persistent 
migration pressure, intensi-
fied EU and partner coop-
eration against smuggling 
networks has significantly 
reduced crossings at Eu-
rope’s external borders,” 
Frontex said.—APP

Oscars 
nominees’ 

lunch 
cancelled 

after LA 
wildfires

Los Angeles, Unit-
ed States:The body that 
awards the Oscars said 
Monday it was cancel-
ling its ritzy nominees’ 
luncheon, as Los Angeles 
grapples with enormous 
wildfires that have crip-
pled the United States’ 
second-largest city. Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences also moved 
its nomination announce-
ment online, as Holly-
wood tries to navigate the 
somber mood at a time it 
would usually be in full 
throttle on the red carpet. 
“We are all devastated by 
the impact of the fires 
and the profound losses 
experienced by so many 
in our community,” said 
Academy CEO Bill Kramer 
and President Janet Yang. 
“The Academy has always 
been a unifying force with-
in the film industry, and 
we are committed to stand-
ing together in the face of 
hardship.” The names of 
Oscar finalists will now 
be announced in a virtual 
event on January 23, while 
the nominees’ luncheon 
-- a champagne-swilling 
celebration of all those up 
for statuettes -- is off, the 
Academy said. Huge fires 
have razed whole commu-
nities around Los Angeles, 
killing at least 24 people 
and destroying thousands 
of structures. Seven days 
after the blazes erupted, 
92,000 people remain dis-
placed, with widespread 
evacuation orders still in 
place. Stars including An-
thony Hopkins, Mel Gib-
son and Billy Crystal lost 
their homes to the fires, 
and production was halted 
for TV and film.
The industry is weigh-
ing how to navigate its 
just-started award season 
-- an endless series of 
swanky premieres, galas 
and prize-giving ceremo-
nies.
Hollywood insiders are 
wary of appearing tone-
deaf to the suffering of a 
city that is home to many 
of the 680,000 people who 
work in TV and film.
“Hacks” actress Jean 
Smart has advocated 
scrapping the entire sea-
son.
“With ALL due respect, 
during Hollywood’s season 
of celebration, I hope any 
of the networks televising 
the upcoming awards will 
seriously consider NOT 
televising them and do-
nating the revenue they 
would have garnered to 
the victims of the fires and 
the firefighters,” Smart 
wrote on Instagram.—APP

Trump 
unbound 
America 

braces for 
wild, dark 
comeback

Washington: Buckle 
up: Donald Trump returns 
to the White House next 
week for a second term 
that promises to be even 
more volatile -- and hard-
line -- than his roller-coast-
er first presidency.
 Buoyed by his historic 
political comeback, the 
billionaire Republican has 
shown no sign of changing 
the bombastic style that 
shook the United States 
and the world from 2017 
to 2021. “If you liked 
Trump One, you’re going 
to love Trump Two,” Pe-
ter Loge, the director of 
George Washington Uni-
versity’s School of Media 
and Public Affairs, told 
AFP. For all the talk of a 
more disciplined Trump, 
the 78-year-old -- who will 
become the oldest person 
ever sworn in on January 
20 -- appears to be much 
the same mercurial figure 
as last time around. Be-
fore even setting foot back 
in the Oval Office, he has 
spoken of a new “golden 
age” even as he vows retri-
bution against opponents 
and the media, and pledg-
es the mass deportation 
of illegal migrants. Trump 
has also set off alarm bells 
around the globe, issu-
ing outlandish territorial 
threats against US allies 
and stoking fears that 
he will throw Ukraine 
under the bus to win a 
peace deal with Russia. 
“Trump’s character is 
fundamentally the same,” 
said David Greenberg, 
professor of history and 
journalism at Rutgers 
University.  “What we 
can expect to see is more 
of the unexpected.—APP

Uzbekistan,UAE forge strong 
bridges of cooperation

These initiatives have not only improved access to public services but also laid the groundwork for 
greater transparency and accountability in Uzbekistan’s institutions

DNA

Islamabad: In an era of glob-
al interconnectedness, the bur-
geoning partnership between the 
Republic of Uzbekistan and the 
United Arab Emirates serves as a 
compelling example of the trans-
formative power of international 
collaboration. Over the past few 
years, these two nations have de-
veloped a relationship grounded 
in mutual respect, shared aspira-
tions, and a commitment to inno-
vation in public governance.
This partnership is not merely a 
diplomatic initiative but a dynam-
ic exchange of knowledge, tech-
nologies, and policy frameworks. 
It illustrates how bilateral cooper-
ation can strengthen institutional 
resilience, promote the rule of 
law, and enhance the quality of 
public services for the benefit of 
citizens in both countries.
Foundations of Shared Ambitions 
The relationship between Uz-
bekistan and the UAE is rooted 
in a shared vision of progress. 
Both nations aim to modernize 
their governance systems with a 
focus on digital transformation, 
transparency, and legal reform. 

For Uzbekistan, a country im-
plementing a sweeping reform 
program under the leadership of 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
the UAE provides a model of ef-
fective governance and innova-
tion. Meanwhile, the UAE views 
Uzbekistan as a key partner in 
Central Asia, offering untapped 
potential for collaboration and 
investment. The foundation of 
this partnership lies in a series of 
agreements and initiatives aimed 
at improving governance, stream-
lining legal procedures, and fos-
tering a culture of openness and 
accountability in public institu-
tions. Currently, Uzbekistan and 
the UAE maintain active collab-
oration in various fields, includ-
ing trade, science, technology, 
tourism, and agriculture. Notably, 
the two nations have signed 32 
bilateral documents, including 3 
interstate, 14 intergovernmen-
tal, 6 interagency agreements, 
and 9 other documents. This co-
operation reflects Uzbekistan’s 
broader strategy to align its legal 
and governance systems with in-
ternational standards, leveraging 
the UAE’s expertise in advanced 
technologies and governance 
best practices. For instance, last 

year’s visit by Uzbekistan’s Min-
ister of Justice, Akbar Tashkulov, 
to the UAE marked a significant 
milestone in strengthening ties. 
During a meeting, Tariq Humaid 
Al-Tayer, Chair of the Advisory 
Council of the Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce, emphasized that 
the UAE considers Uzbekistan a 
trusted friend and a proven part-
ner, with mutual collaboration 
bringing shared benefits to both 
nations. During this meeting, 
the two sides affirmed that their 
strategic objectives align across 
multiple domains. The UAE ex-
pressed support for President 
Mirziyoyev’s initiative to establish 
an international commercial court 
in Tashkent. This support extends 
to ensuring the effective organiza-
tion of the court’s operations, a 
key element in enhancing Uzbeki-
stan’s investment appeal and safe-
guarding investor capital. Coop-
eration in Justice and the Rule of 
Law Uzbekistan  and the UAE are 
working jointly to reform their ju-
dicial systems. Their programs fo-
cus on simplifying procedures, en-
suring access to legal assistance, 
and introducing innovations such 
as electronic document manage-
ment systems. These initiatives 

aim to make legal services more 
accessible and efficient. The 
UAE’s support in training Uzbek 
specialists and assisting in har-
monizing the legal framework 
with international standards un-
derscores the importance of this 
partnership. This exchange of ex-
pertise is complemented by joint 
efforts to align Uzbekistan’s legal 
infrastructure with global stand-
ards, particularly in areas such as 
commercial law and intellectual 
property rights. Such collabora-
tions enhance Uzbekistan’s legal 
infrastructure, laying the ground-
work for sustainable economic 
growth. Strengthened bilateral 
relations between the ministries 
of justice of both countries, for-
malized through a memorandum 
of understanding, pave the way 
for long-term cooperation in law 
and justice. The memorandum 
establishes a legal framework for 
effective and mutually beneficial 
collaboration in legal and judicial 
matters. Planned activities under 
the memorandum include joint 
events such as forums, confer-
ences, and courses on legislative 
and legal issues, professional de-
velopment programs for lawyers, 
expert meetings, and training for 

officials and specialists. Addition-
ally, the memorandum fosters 
collaboration in judicial and fo-
rensic fields. Transforming Public 
Services and Digitalization One of 
the most notable aspects of this 
partnership is its focus on improv-
ing public services. Renowned for 
its citizen-centric governance ap-
proach, the UAE plays a key role 
in advising Uzbekistan on modern 
service delivery mechanisms. 
This collaboration has contrib-
uted to the further development 
of Uzbekistan’s network of pub-
lic service centers, simplifying 
access to essential services and 
reducing bureaucracy for citizens. 
Moreover, the UAE’s experience 
in digitalization has been instru-
mental in shaping Uzbekistan’s 
digital government strategy. The 
implementation of electronic 
document management systems, 
the creation of online legal in-
formation resources, and the 
development of e-governance 
platforms are direct outcomes of 
this bilateral engagement. These 
initiatives have not only improved 
access to public services but also 
laid the groundwork for greater 
transparency and accountability 
in Uzbekistan’s institutions.
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Malaysia signs economic 
pact with UAE, eyes new 

opportunities in ME
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with the UAE on Tuesday, its 
first with a GCC country. The countries started negotiations over a CEPA in 2023. It will lower tariffs, reduce trade 
barriers, promote private-sector collaboration, and create new opportunities for investment. The deal was signed on 
the sidelines of the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, in the presence of Malaysia Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim. “The 
Malaysia-UAE CEPA will open up deeper economic cooperation opportunities, including the elimination or reduction of 
tariffs and enhanced market access, which will drive exports and create new investment opportunities for key sectors,” 
Anwar said, after witnessing the signing ceremony with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. Besides 
the UAE, Malaysia has signed CEPAs with India and Pakistan. It also enjoys free trade agreements with Australia, Japan, 
Chile and Turkiye. For the UAE, it is the third such pact in Southeast Asia, after it signed similar deals with Indonesia 
in 2022 and Cambodia in 2023. The immediate effect of the Malaysia-UAE CEPA is that for both countries it “opens up 
inter-region trade and increases access to non-traditional Western markets,” Dr. Lim Kim Hwa, director of the public 
policy think tank Penang Institute, told Arab News. “The agreement will enhance trade, boost investments, and deepen 
Malaysia-UAE economic ties, providing both countries with clear clarity on tariff-free trade in the era of Trump 2.0. This 
provides both countries with market access certainty, thereby reducing the cost of business and diversify market access,” 
he said. “Malaysia views the UAE as a strategic hub for Malaysian exporters to access markets in the Middle East and 
North Africa, particularly as Malaysian exports, such as electrical and electronics, machinery, jewelry, prepared foodstuff, 
tropical fruits, palm oil, cocoa and rubber, will immediately enjoy zero import duties when the CEPA agreement comes 
into force.” The UAE is Malaysia’s second-largest trade partner in the Middle East, after Saudi Arabia, and contributes 
32 percent of the Southeast Asian nation’s trade with the region. The economic relationship is not massive but is growing 
rapidly. It stood at $8.61 billion in the first 11 months of 2024, registering growth of 8.6 percent on an annual basis for 
that period, according to data from the Malaysian Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry. It “means there’s room 
to grow,” said Lee Heng Guie, executive director at the Socio-Economic Research Center in Kuala Lumpur. He expects 
the CEPA to spur more economic activity with the whole region. “It’s a breakthrough,” Lee told Arab News. “Malaysia 
can use this CEPA to make more trade partners with other Middle Eastern countries, expand our economic ties with the 
Islamic world.” Expanding economic ties with the Middle East — especially GCC countries — is a part of the Malaysian 
government’s policy. Since assuming office in late 2022, Anwar has committed to enhancing the country’s relations with 
the region and positioning it as a key economic gateway to the fast-growing Asia-Pacific. As this year’s chair of the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations, Malaysia will be hosting the 2025 ASEAN-GCC and ASEAN-China summits.  “Hopefully, 
that can spark more future strategic collaborations between the three blocs,” Lee said. —DNA

Erdogan ally urges 
jailed Kurdish militant 

leader to announce 
PKK’s disbandment

ANKARA: Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan’s nationalist ally 
on Tuesday urged jailed PKK militant group leader Abdullah 
Ocalan to announce the group’s disbandment after his next 
meeting with the country’s pro-Kurdish political party. The re-
marks by Devlet Bahceli, leader of the nationalist MHP party, 
came after a rare meeting between officials from the pro-Kurd-
ish DEM Party and Ocalan at the end of last year. After that 
meeting, Ocalan was cited as indicating a willingness to call on 
the PKK to lay down arms. Two DEM sources told Reuters 
last week the party was now set to visit Ocalan again, as soon 
as this Wednesday. The PKK, designated a terrorist organisa-
tion by Turkey, the United States and European Union, has 
been waging an insurgency against the Turkish state since 
1984 and more than 40,000 people have been killed in the con-
flict. Ocalan was captured in Kenya in 1999 and has remained 
in prison on Imrali island in northwest Turkey since then. Bah-
celi said in parliament on Tuesday: “At the second meeting to 
be held between the DEM delegation and (Ocalan), it should 
be stated without any conditions that the organisational exist-
ence of the PKK is over.” “PKK terrorists must either bury 
their weapons, hand themselves in along with their weapons, 
or meet their inevitable end. There is no bartering, negotiat-
ing with terror,” he said.  DEM’s first meeting with Ocalan 
followed Bahceli’s surprise proposal last year for Ocalan to 
announce the PKK’s disbandment. The talks fostered peace 
hopes but the precarious situation of Kurdish forces in Syria, 
where rebels took over the country after 13 years of civil war, 
and uncertainty about the Turkish intentions have left many 
Kurds anxious about the path ahead. Speaking in parliament 
after Bahceli’s comments, DEM’s co-chair Tuncer Bakirhan 
said his party stood behind Ocalan’s statements and that it 
was time for the government to act.

China’s deployment 
of ‘monster ship’ 

alarming: Philippine 
MANILA: The Philippines said China’s deployment of its 
largest coast guard vessel inside Manila’s exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) was alarming and clearly meant to intimidate fish-
ermen operating around a contested shoal in the South China 
Sea. “We were surprised about the increasing aggression be-
ing showed by the People’s Republic of China in deploying the 
monster ship,” National Security Council spokesperson Jona-
than Malaya said in a press conference on Tuesday. Manila has 
lodged a protest over the presence of the 165 m long vessel 
Chinese coast guard vessel 5901, which was spotted 77 nau-
tical miles off the coast of Zambales province, and demanded 
its withdrawal from the EEZ, Malaya said. “It is an escalation 
and provocative,” Malaya said, saying the presence the vessel 
was “illegal” and “unacceptable.” The Philippine Coast Guard 
said it had deployed two of its largest vessels to drive away the 
Chinese vessel. Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun said on Monday that its coast guard’s “patrol and law 
enforcement activities” were “reasonable, lawful and beyond 
reproach.” Tensions between the Philippines, a US treaty ally, 
and Beijing have escalated over the past two years due to over-
lapping claims in the South China Sea. In 2016, an internation-
al tribunal ruled China’s claims to large swathes of the disput-
ed waterway had no basis, a decision Beijing rejects. China’s 
expansive claims overlap with the EEZs of Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam.—DNA

 ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq meeting  with Ambassador of 
Turkiye to Pakistan, Dr. Irfan Neziroglu.

Cuba to join South 
Africa’s case against 

Israel genocide 
HAVANA: The United Nations’ top court says Cuba has officially 
declared its intention to join South Africa’s case against Israel at 
the tribunal over the regime’s genocide against Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip.  In a statement released on Monday, the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) announced that Cuba had filed a declara-
tion of intervention in the proceedings against Israel for Geno-
cide Convention violations under Article 63 of the Statute of The 
Hague-based court. “Cuba, invoking Article 63 of the Statute of the 
Court, filed in the Registry of the Court a declaration of interven-
tion in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza 
Strip,” it said. South Africa lodged the complaint with the ICJ in 
December of 2023, saying the Israeli regime’s actions in Gaza are 
“genocidal in character because they are intended to bring about 
the destruction of a substantial part of the Palestinian national, 
racial and ethnical group”. Since then, several countries, includ-
ing Nicaragua, Colombia, Libya, Mexico, Palestine, Spain, Turkey, 
Bolivia, the Maldives, Chile, and Ireland have joined the case. In 
January 2024, the ICJ handed down a ruling, ordering Israel to 
take all measures within its power to prevent genocide in Gaza, 
but stopped short of calling for an immediate ceasefire.—APP
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PIA’s flights to UK 
likely to resume 

within 2-3 months
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq Dar on Tuesday informed the 
Senate that Pakistan International Airline (PIA’s) flights 
to the United Kingdom (UK) are likely to resume with-
in two to three months. Replying to a calling attention 
notice raised by Sherry Rehman about the grounding of 
PIA aircrafts in the context of an unclear privatization 
plan, the minister said all out efforts were being made 
for the resumption of PIA’s flight to UK. A UK aviation 
team would visit Pakistan by end of January for physical 
examination in this regard, he added. He said the loss-
es of the national flag carriers have exceeded over Rs 
650 billion. The process for PIA’s privatization was very 
transparent and all the proceeding was live telecast, 
he said and added that as per the law, the government 
rejected the bidding as it was lower than the reserved 
price. He said the privatization of PIA would proceed 
and proper work was being done in this regard. Ishaq 
Dar said that out of a total of 22 operational aircraft, 6 
were included Boeing, 11 Airbus and the remaining ATR 
in the PIA fleet. Some 11 aircraft including six Boeing 
and 5 Airbus were being repaired, he added. He said 
PIA was collecting around Rs 84 billion in revenue per 
annum from the UK and Europe through operating its 
flights before imposing ban due to a statement given by 
the then Aviation Minister Ghulam Sarwar Khan.

On Tuesday, Chaudhry was not allowed to attend the Senate 
session despite production orders issued by Gilani a day earlier

Bureau Report

LAHORE: Senator Ejaz Chaudhry of the embattled Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on Tuesday poured his heart out after he was not allowed to at-
tend the Senate session despite issuance of his production orders by Sen-
ate Chairman Yusuf Raza Gilani.  In his letter, which is now circulating in 
the media, Chaudhry said he has been incarcerated for the last 20 months 
and the Senate chairman issued his production orders thrice during this 
period, but every time the government Punjab government trashed these 
orders and returned the Senate staff empty handed. He said the Senate 
chairman issued his production orders in 2023, 2024, and now in 2025. 
He said that trashing Senate chairman’s orders was a joke with democ-
racy. He said that rule of tyranny cannot work. On Tuesday, Chaudhry 
was not allowed to attend the Senate session despite production orders 
issued by Gilani a day earlier. This is not the first production order issued 
for the senator, who is imprisoned at Lahore’s KotLakhpat Jail. In March 
last year, he was due to be produced in the Senate but was unable to at-
tend the session. In November of last year, Chaudhry was among 21 other 
PTI figures formally indicted by a Lahore Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) in 
cases related to the countrywide riots on May 9, 2023, registered at the 
Racecourse and Sarwar Road police stations. “We are greatly saddened as 
colleagues of a senator of this house who has been incarcerated for the 
last 1.5 years in a Lahore jail,” Leader of the Opposition in the Senate, 
ShibliFaraz, said. Opposition lawmakers could be seen carrying placards 
with pictures of the missing senator during the senate proceedings. Faraz 
thanked the speaker for issuing the production order for Chaudhry add-
ing, “Despite that, he is not among us because the government of Pun-
jab does not want him to come here and talk.” The PTI leader said that 
it was Chaudhry’s legal, constitutional, and democratic right to attend 
the Senate session, terming the Punjab government’s explanation of se-
curity issues obstructing his production in the Senate as “regrettable”. 

Imran won’t strike  
a covert deal: Saif

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister on 
Information Barrister Saif said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan would not hide any deal, if made. Speaking to 
a private news channel, Barrister Saif revealed that individuals with 
connections to the establishment have been meeting the PTI found-
er. He said that in their meeting, Imran Khan made it clear he would 
not accept any offer to compromise principles. Barrister Saif added 
that the PTI founder had expressed that any potential deal would 
not be conducted in secrecy. “We all know there are people in every 
party who play both sides. The government is more interested in en-
gaging the PTI and its founder,” Saif commented. Barrister Saif said 
that as Speaker National Assembly AyazSadiq took the lead in gov-
ernment-PTI talks, other Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
members including Khawaja Asif and Atta Tarar often make ‘contra-
dictory’ remarks that undermine the process. Barrister Saif pointed 
out that federal government actions, particularly those of the PML-N, 
revealed their ‘lack of confidence’. Barrister Saif also discussed a con-
versation he had with the PTI founder before November 26 protest, 
adding that it was agreed that the protest would be held at a place 
called “Sangjani.” “However, PTI leader Ali Amin Gandapur was re-
portedly opposed, citing objections from Bushra Bibi, the wife of PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan,” he added. The adviser revealed that on No-
vember 26, the provincial government faced significant pressure, and 
had they made any proposals, it would have intensified that pressure. 

Senator Ejaz writes from KotLakhpat Jail

Briefs
US tops as 
Pakistan’s 

largest export 
market

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Total exports 
to the US during July-No-
vember 2024-25 amounted 
to $2.512 billion against the 
exports of $2.299 billion 
during July-November 2023-
24, showing an increase of 
9.29%, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). This was followed by 
China, wherein Pakistan ex-
ported goods worth $1.053 
billion against $1.223 bil-
lion last year, showing a de-
crease of 13.93%.
The UK was the third top 
export destination, where 
Pakistan exported products 
worth $935.018 million 
during the months under 
review against $863.481 
million, SBP data revealed.
Among other countries, 
Pakistani exports to UAE 
reached $925.594 million 
against $817.848 million 
last year, while the ex-
ports to Germany reached 
$707.649 million against 
$613.778 million last year.
During the same period, ex-
ports to Holland amounted 
to $621.164 million against 
$560.266 million, where-
as exports to Italy were 
$480.727 million against 
$501.999 million.
Pakistan’s exports to Spain 
reached $600.871 million 
against $638.846 million, 
while exports to Afghan-
istan stood at $406.674 
million against $234.563 
million last year. Exports 
to Bangladesh totalled 
$313.998 million against 
$241.960 million. Similarly, 
exports to France during 
the months under review 
were $230.857 million 
against $207.183 million, 
while exports to Belgium 
stood at $257.895 million 
against $236.207 million.

Shibli 
lambastes 
on Senate 
Chairman 

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Senator Shib-
liFaraz said that the failure 
to implement production 
orders for Ejaz Chaudhry is 
a violation of parliamentary 
dignity. Speaking to the me-
dia after the Senate Adviso-
ry Committee meeting, Op-
position Leader ShibliFaraz 
highlighted that Senator 
Ejaz Chaudhry is a member 
of the Senate and revealed 
that he had made repeated 
efforts over the past one 
and a half years to secure 
production orders for him.
He emphasised that the 
non-implementation of 
the Senate Chairman’s 
production orders means 
contempt of Parliament. 
“We were nervous that the 
production orders would 
not be implemented. The 
Punjab government has not 
taken the orders seriously 
and has already set records 
in authoritarian practices,” 
he remarked. The senator 
further stated that the Pun-
jab government’s refusal to 
honour the production or-
ders undermined the digni-
ty of the Upper House. 

PTI’s 
intra-party 
polls case 
on Jan 21

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Tuesday sched-
uled a hearing for the in-
tra-party elections case of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI). The hearing will take 
place on January 21, with 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner issuing notices to PTI 
representatives Raoof Has-
san and Barrister Gohar, as 
well as the petitioners. Ar-
guments will be presented 
during the proceedings. 
It is pertinent to mention 
that PTI conducted its 
intra-party elections in 
March 2024. The ECP pro-
vided the party an opportu-
nity to submit its response. 

Uzair Baloch 
acquitted in 
murder case

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The district and 
sessions court of Karachi 
has acquitted Lyari gang war 
leader Uzair Baloch in a case 
involving the murder of a po-
lice officer and two others.  
During the hearing, Uzair 
Baloch’s lawyer, Advocate 
Farooq HaiderJatoi, argued 
that Uzair had no connection 
with the case and was im-
plicated in it on the basis of 
statements of suspects.  The 
lawyer highlighted that other 
accused had already been 
acquitted in the case and no 
eyewitness had identified 
Uzair as involved.  Following 
the arguments, the court ac-
quitted Baloch in the murder 
case registered at the Chaki-
wara police station in 2009.

Pak confirms 
71st polio case

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Region-
al Reference Laboratory 
for Polio Eradication at the 
National Institute of Health 
(NIH) has confirmed Paki-
stan’s 71st case of wild po-
liovirus type 1 (WPV1) for 
2024. The case involves a 
young male child from Jaco-
babad, Sindh, with the onset 
of symptoms reported on 
December 27, 2024. This 
confirmation marks the fifth 
reported polio case from 
Jacobabad alone, underscor-
ing ongoing challenges in 
the fight against the disease 
despite repeated mass vacci-
nation drives. The national 
tally for WPV1 cases in 2024 
now stands at 71, with Ba-
lochistan reporting the high-
est number at 27 cases.

Pak, Hong Kong emphasize 
strengthening economic ties
Finance Minister of Pakistan, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, Calls on 

the Chief Executive of Hong Kong (SAR), Honorable John K C Lee

Staff Report

HONG KONG: Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb on Tuesday emphasized 
the need for strengthening economic and 
diplomatic relations between Pakistan and 
Hong Kong. The remarks from the finance 
minister came during his meeting with the 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region (SAR), John K C Lee, 
aimed at enhancing bilateral cooperation 
between Pakistan and Hong Kong.

According to a statement released by the 
Ministry of Finance, during the meeting, 
the two leaders engaged in constructive 
dialogue on a wide range of topics, includ-
ing economic collaboration, trade relations, 
investment opportunities, and cultural ex-
changes between the two regions. “The 
discussion aimed to foster closer ties and 
explore avenues for mutual growth and 
prosperity,” read the statement.
“Aurangzeb emphasized the importance of 
strengthening economic and diplomatic re-
lations between Pakistan and Hong Kong, 

highlighting the potential for increased 
cooperation in various sectors, including 
finance, technology, and tourism.
“He underlined the shared values and in-
terests that bind the two regions and ex-
pressed Pakistan’s commitment to deep-
ening these ties further.” Meanwhile, Lee 
welcomed Aurangzeb’s visit and echoed 
the sentiment of enhancing collaboration 
between Pakistan and Hong Kong.
“He acknowledged the significance of fos-
tering strong partnerships to drive eco-
nomic development, innovation, and cul-

tural exchange, emphasizing the mutual 
benefits of such cooperation.
“The meeting between Finance Minister 
Muhammad Aurangzeb and Chief Exec-
utive John K C Lee exemplified the com-
mitment of both parties to strengthening 
bilateral ties and exploring opportunities 
for meaningful engagement across various 
sectors,” read the statement.
In an interview on Monday, ahead of his 
meeting with Lee, Aurangzeb said that 
Pakistan is exploring more joint ventures 
with Hong Kong and secondary listings for 
its firms in the global financial centre.
“If there is an opportunity for compa-
nies out of Pakistan, as joint ventures 
with local companies, to come in and 
do primary and secondary listings in 
the Hong Kong stock exchange, for in-
stance, I think it can be a real win-win, 
not only in terms of the investment that 
we expect back in Pakistan, but also 
outward investment,” he said.
Aurangzeb said Pakistani companies and 
banks had traditionally opted for secondary 
listings on the London Stock Exchange.
“I would say that Hong Kong can cer-
tainly do more in promoting itself as a 
destination for companies to raise capi-
tal,” he added. Aurangzeb departed for 
Hong Kong on Saturday to participate in 
the 18th Asian Financial Forum (AFF), 
where he will hold meetings with heads 
and senior officials of key Asian financial 
institutions. He will also meet prominent 
members and leaders of the Pakistani 
community residing in Hong Kong.
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DHAKA: President FPCCI Atif Ikram Sheikh and officials of the Bangladesh Federation 
signing agreement to establish Pakistan, Bangladesh Business Council. Both sides 

agreed to intensify business relations between the two countries. – DNA

Salaried class become 3rd- 
largest taxpayer in FY24

Tax collection on power bills 
jumps 30% to Rs124bn, property 

sector adds Rs104bn from 
purchases, Rs95bn from sales

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The salaried segment in Pakistan became 
the third-largest contributor to the total tax revenues by 
paying a staggering Rs368 billion during the fiscal year 
2023-24 (FY24), up 39.3% from Rs103.74 billion in FY2023, 
official data revealed on Tuesday. According to the data 
published by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on its 
website, contracts were among the top contributors to rev-
enue collection in the year under review, accounting for 
Rs496 billion — up over R106 billion from the previous year.
Moreover, taxes collected on bank profits and securi-
ties surged 52.8% to Rs489 billion, while tax collection 
on dividends shot up by a whopping 70% year-on-year to 

Rs145 billion — in line with a boost in the profitability 
of the corporate sector. The energy sector posted a 30% 
jump in tax collection on electricity bills, amounting to 
Rs124 billion, while property transactions added Rs104 
billion collected from purchases and Rs95 billion from 
sales. Tax revenue from telephone bills grew by 14.3% 
to nearly Rs100 billion. On the other hand, the export 
sector showed a 27.2% increase, contributing Rs94 bil-
lion. According to the FBR document, other tax streams 
included technical fees, cash withdrawals, commissions, 
and retailer contributions. The FBR faced a significant 
tax shortfall of Rs386 billion in the first half of this fis-
cal year (July-December). The revenue collection stood 
at Rs5,623 billion, falling short of the desired target of 
Rs6,009 billion. It must be noted that the IMF has giv-
en an indicative target of Rs6,009 bn till the end of De-
cember 2024, but the FBR managed a net collection of 
Rs5,623 billion during the first six months of the current 
fiscal year (CFY). It is yet to be ascertained how much the 
FBR collected through advance collection because there 
were projections that it would face a shortfall of over 
Rs400 billion in the first half of the current fiscal year. 


