
Dar thanks 
Azerbaijan 
for warm 
hospitality

Pakistan, Azerbaijan 
agree to fast-tracking 

trade, investment deals
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime 
Minister Ishaq Dar had a 
phone call with Azerbaijan’s 
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov. Ishaq Dar expressed 
gratitude for the warm hos-
pitality received during the 
recent visit of the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan to Azerbai-
jan. The two leaders agreed 
to work closely to accelerate 
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Pakistan to send
first astronaut to

space station soon

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have 
reached an agreement to promote space 
cooperation and train first Pakistani as-
tronaut on space flight to Chinese Space 
Station. An agreement to this effect was 
signed in Islamabad Friday, witnessed by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said this is a wonderful 

Picture on Back Page
gesture from Chinese Government to fur-
ther deepen our cooperation in field of 
space cooperation and other sectors over 
the last many decades. The Prime Min-
ister said we are taking forward Pakistan 
Manned Mission with the cooperation 
of China. He emphasised to make this 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Russian First Deputy Minister for Energy H.E. Pavel Sorokin 
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA

The Prime Minister said we are taking forward Pakistan 
Manned Mission with the cooperation of China. He 

emphasised to make this programme a success but also 
explore new avenues and opportunities for Pakistani youth

Pak, China to promote space coop

Briefs

Security personnel 
among 10 injured 

in Quetta blast
Motorcycle strapped with explosive materials 

blows up near Jan Muhammad Road

DNA
Quetta: A security personnel among 10 others sus-
tained injuries when a motorcycle strapped with ex-
plosive materials blew up near Jan Muhammad Road 
in Balochistan’s Quetta on Friday, the police said. 
Following the blast, police and rescue teams rushed 
to the scene and launched relief efforts, shifting the 
injured persons to a nearby hospital for medical treat-
ment. Meanwhile, the authorities have cordoned off 
the area and are working to determine the nature 
and cause of the explosion. In a statement, the po-
lice said the explosive materials were strapped with 
a motorcycle. However, the investigation was under-
way, they added. Earlier in the day, a top official of 
Darul Uloom Haqqania among six people killed in 
a suicide blast that targeted the historic seminary’s 
mosque in Nowshera. The bomb exploded in the front 
row soon after the Friday prayer as worshippers 
were leaving the weekly congregation at the Darul 
Uloom Haqqania mosque in Akora Khattak, located 
about 60 kilometres (35 miles) east of Peshawar. 
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Maulana Haq among
many others killed
in Madrassa blast

Shamim Shahid 
NOWSHERA: A top official of Darul Uloom Haqqania was 
among eight people killed, while at least 18 others sus-
tained injuries in a suicide blast that targeted the historic 
seminary’s mosque in Nowshera, officials confirmed on 
Friday. The bomb exploded in the front row soon after Fri-
day prayers as worshippers were leaving the congregation 
at the Darul Uloom Haqqania mosque in Akora Khattak, 
located about 60 kilometres (35 miles) east of Peshawar. 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Inspector General Police (IGP) Zu-
lfiqar Hameed told Geo News that Maulana Hamid-ul-Haq 
Haqqani, the son of Maulana Sami-ul-Haq Haqqani, was the 
target of the attack. Maulana Hamid, the vice administrator 
of Darul Uloom Haqqania and emir of Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Sami (JUI-S), succumbed to his injuries as he was un-
dergoing emergency medical treatment, the top cop said.
Hameed added that police teams were present at the site 
of the explosion, and a search operation was also underway 
in the surroundings. Forensics and investigation teams had 
been dispatched to the incident site, and the district police 
officer was also present there, the IGP said. This was the 
last Friday congregation before Ramadan, drawing a large 
crowd of worshippers. The mosque is located inside the com-
pound of the madrassa, whose students were set to go on 
leave, as it marked the final day of their academic year. The 
sprawling campus is home to roughly 4,000 students who are 
fed, clothed and educated for free. Security arrangements at 
the mosque include the presence of several policemen and 
a police mobile van, while seminary workers monitor visi-
tors. The mosque is situated at the centre of Darul Uloom 
Haqqania, with Dar-ul-Hadees adjacent. It is a large building 
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President, PM have strongly condemned the 
suicide explosion at the Jamia Mosque of 
Darul Uloom Haqqania, Akora Khattak

Pakistan 
confirms 
two new 

polio cases 
Latest detections raise 
2025 polio case count 

to five nationwide

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Authorities have 
confirmed two new polio 
cases in Pakistan, one each 
from Qambar district in 
Sindh and Mandi Bahauddin 
district in Punjab, bringing 
the total number of cases in 
2025 to five. According to 
the Regional Reference Lab-
oratory for Polio Eradication 
at the National Institute of 
Health (NIH), this marks the 
third polio case in Sindh and 
the first in Punjab this year. 
Last year, Pakistan report-
ed a total of 74 polio cases. 

Continued on Page 06

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Amid an alarming rise in incidents of 
cross-border terrorism, the Foreign Office (FO) said on Fri-
day that Pakistan remained concerned over weapons left 
behind by the United States following its hasty withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. The US left behind $7 billion worth of 
military equipment in Afghanistan, which was quickly seized 
by Taliban fighters as they swept the country during a light-
ning offensive, according to a report by the US Department 
of Defence in 2022. Addressing the weekly news briefing in 
Islamabad today, FO Spokesperson Shafqat Ali Khan said 
these ‘sophisticated weapons’ were being used by terrorists 
for attacks inside Pakistan. “We have impressed upon the 
international community and Afghan authorities to address 
this issue,” he added. Shafqat further said that Pakistan de-
sired a friendly and cooperative relationship with Afghani-
stan, but the stumbling block in the way of progress was the 
sanctuaries enjoyed by terrorists on Afghan territory. He 
said Pakistan would continue to pursue various channels 
of communications with the Afghan authorities to address 
this matter. Referring to the closure of Torkham border 

Continued on Page 06

Trump demands return of 
US military equipment

Trump’s proposal to retrieve military equipment 
could lead to re-invading Afghanistan, experts say

Agencies

Washington: US President Donald Trump has called 
for the recovery of billions of dollars’ worth of US mil-
itary equipment left behind in Afghanistan after the 
US withdrawal in 2021. During his first Cabinet meet-
ing, Trump criticised the handling of the withdrawal, 
referring to it as a “disastrous exit.” He specifically 
mentioned the abandonment of “billions, tens of bil-
lions of dollars’ worth of equipment,” including brand 
new trucks. Trump argued that the US should make 
efforts to retrieve the equipment, which he described 
as “top-of-the-line stuff” displayed by the Taliban on 
their roadways. Trump also called for the removal of 
military leaders involved in the withdrawal process. 
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Pak concerned over weapons 
left by US in Afghanistan: FO

Pakistan to continue to pursue various channels of 
communications with Kabul to address this matter, says FO

Pak says it is act of Khwarij

Constitutional bench
has five more judges

The newly appointed judges include Justice Hashim 
Kakar, Justice Amir Farooq, Justice Shakil Ahmad, Justice 

Ishtiaq Ibrahim, and Justice Salahuddin Panhwar

JCP appoints 4 new judges to LHC

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: A session of the Judicial 
Commission of Pakistan (JCP) headed by 
Chief Justice Yahya Afridi concluded with 
key decision to elevate four district and 
sessions judges to the Lahore High Court 
as additional judges. In the session, LHC 
Registrar Abhar Gul Khan was elevated to 
the court as judge while Tariq Bajwa, Raja 
Ghazanfar and Tanveer Sheikh would be 
appointed as additional judges in the LJHC. 
Meanwhile, the names of eight sessions 
court judges came under discussion includ-
ing Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Qaiser Nazeer 
Butt and Muhammad Akmal Khan. LHC CJ 
Aalia Neelum participated in the meeting 
along with the commission’s member Ahsan 
Bhoon. Earlier, it was reported by Dunya 
News that the JCP session would be held 
today (Friday) at the Supreme Court which 
would be presided over by the Chief Justice. 
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CB asks PTI to 
submit more 
documents 

A five-member constitutional bench 
heard arguments of Hamid Khan 
on petition filed by PTI founder

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The constitutional bench 
of the Supreme Court on Friday gave 
time to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) to submit more documents on the 
issue of formation of a judicial commis-
sion to investigate the May 9 tragedy. 
Headed by Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan, 
a five-member constitutional bench 
heard the arguments of Hamid Khan 

Continued on Page 06

Macro economic 
conditions 

improved due 
to govt efforts

PM said major portion of 
work was completed for 

digitalization of FBR

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif Friday said that 
due to efforts of his economic team 
the macroeconomic conditions in the 
country had improved significantly, 

Continued on Page 06

Ramazan 
mood not 
sighted; 
first fast 

tomorrow
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Central 
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee 
announced on Friday that 
the Ramazan moon was 
not sighted in Pakistan, 
and the first fast would 
fall on Sunday (March 2). 
The committee, headed 
by its chairman Maula-
na Abdul Khabeer Azad, 
met in Peshawar to sight 
the Ramadan moon. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence after the meeting, 
Maulana Azad said no 
testimony was received 
about the moon’s sighting 
from across the country. 
The decision came af-
ter different zonal com-
mittee meetings held in 
their respective domains 
received no testimonies 
about the moon sighting. 

Dual 
nationals 

bared 
from SBP
Move follows cabinet 
unanimously agreeing 

to eligibility; bill 
approval deferred

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has 
blocked a move to allow dual 
nationals to become gover-
nor, deputy governors, and 
members of the monetary 
policy committee of the 
central bank after a cabinet 
committee unanimously 
recommended making dual 
nationals eligible for these 
positions. The federal cab-
inet last week deferred the 
approval of the State Bank 
of Pakistan Amendment Bill 
2024 for the second time 
this time at the behest of 
the prime minister himself, 
said government sources.
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ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) organ-
ized a highly informative 
and interactive session 
titled “Importance of Fi-
nancial Management for 
Successful Business Prac-
tices”. The event witnessed 
the enthusiastic participa-
tion of ICCI executives, 
members, and leading en-
trepreneurs from Islama-
bad’s business community.
The keynote speaker for 
the event was Hassan 
Raza Syed, a distinguished 
businessman known for 
his strong commitment to 
social work and contribu-
tions to pioneering indus-
trial projects in Pakistan. 
Sharing his vast expertise 

in financial management 
he provided comprehensive 
insights into the core prin-
ciples that drive financial 
stability and sustainable 
business growth.
Hassan Raza Syed empha-
sized the critical role of fi-
nancial management in en-
suring long-term business 
success. He outlined sev-
eral key factors, including, 
Sustainable Growth Rate, 
Strategic Decision-Making, 
Risks of Financial Misman-

agement, Challenges & The 
Way forward. He stressed 
that financial management 
should not be seen merely 
as an accounting function 
but as a strategic tool that 
influences business suc-
cess. He remarked that 
“businesses that master 
financial planning and risk 
management are the ones 
that thrive in competitive 
markets.” In his address 
the ICCI President Nasir 
Mansoor Qureshi empha-

sized the crucial role of 
financial management in 
driving business success, 
stating that strong finan-
cial discipline and strategic 
planning are essential for 
sustainable growth. He also 
expressed his appreciation 
for Hassan Raza Syed’s in-
sights, acknowledging the 
importance of educating 
business leaders on fi-
nancial best practices. He 
stated that ICCI remains 
committed to empowering 
businesses with knowledge, 
strategies, and resources to 
enhance financial literacy 
and economic resilience. 
The session concluded with 
an engaging Q&A segment, 
where participants actively 
discussed modern finan-
cial strategies, investment 
planning, risk mitigation, 
and the future of business 

financial management in 
Pakistan.  Adnan Mukhtar, 
Convener ICCI Standing 
Committee on Higher 
Education Commission 
served as moderator for 
the event, ensuring smooth 
and engaging discussions. 
Those prominent among 
the attendees also includ-
ed Syed Ahmed Masood, 
President Sir Syed Memo-
rial Society, Jamal Shah, 
prominent social activist 
and former federal Min-
ister,  Brigadier Salman 
Zafar Director NEUTECH, 
ICCI Vice President Nasir 
Mehmood Chaudhry, Ex-
ecutive Members Waseem 
Chaudhry, Ishaq Sial, Zu-
lqurnain Abbasi, former, 
SVP Khalid Chaudhry, 
former VP Tauseef Zam-
an, ICCI President’s Ad-
visor Naeem Siddiqui.

ICCI hosts mega event on financial 
management for businesses success

 Maritime sector major contributor 
of economic growth: Qaiser

The minister also highlighted that Central Asian countries were rapidly expanding their trade opportu-
nities, but since they lack their own seaports, they depend on Pakistan’s ports 

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Maritime Affairs, Qaiser 
Ahmed Shaikh on Friday empha-
sized that Pakistan’s maritime 
sector was playing a crucial and 
important role in the sustainable 
economic growth. Addressed the 
National Maritime Policy Work-
shop here, the minister stressed 
that promoting maritime trade 
was imperative for achieving sus-
tainable economic development 
as highly skilled teams were op-
erating at Karachi Port Trust 
(KPT), Port Qasim, and other 
ports, working towards strength-
ening the maritime economy. He 
expressed confidence that the 
maritime sector will play a signif-
icant role in country’s economic 
progress in the future. Qaiser 
Shaikh pointed out that Paki-
stan’s ports were currently oper-
ating at only 50 percent of their 
capacity, despite their immense 
potential. He projected that if 
the current import-export vol-
ume stands at $90 billion, it could 
double within the next four years. 
The minister also highlighted 
that Central Asian countries were 
rapidly expanding their trade op-
portunities, but since they lack 
their own seaports, they depend 

on Pakistan’s ports. He noted that 
Prime Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif was currently visiting 
Central Asian nations to explore 
further business prospects. He 
emphasized the need for expand-
ing port capacities in the country, 
stating that instead of handling 
four containers, ports should be 
capable of accommodating ships 
carrying up to 20,000 contain-
ers. He further said that Pakistan 
was attracting significant interest 
from global maritime companies 
and investors. He pointed out 
that while some nations generate 
40 percent of their GDP from the 
maritime sector, the global aver-
age contribution of the maritime 
industry to GDP is 7 percent. 
Pakistan, too, can achieve a 5 
percent GDP contribution from 
this sector. Regarding fisheries 
exports, he noted that Pakistan 
currently earns $400 million from 
seafood exports, whereas neigh-
boring countries were far ahead 
in this industry. He revealed that 
global companies were showing 
keen interest in investing in coun-
try’s fisheries sector. He added 
that efforts were underway to 
upgrade the Korangi Fish Harbor, 
and investment was being made 
in constructing new auction halls 
to improve facilities. The minister 
also announced that the present 
government had decided that 60 
percent of all official imports and 

exports will be routed through 
Gwadar Port. He emphasized that 
Gwadar Port must be upgraded 
with world-class facilities to es-
tablish it as a modern and fully 
operational deep-sea port. Qais-
er concluded by stating that this 
workshop would play a vital role 
in advancing the maritime sector 
and fostering business growth. He 
reiterated that the government’s 
committees and task forces were 
actively working on maritime pol-
icy development. In closing, he 
assured that Pakistan’s maritime 
industry will prove to be a key mile-
stone in strengthening the coun-
try’s economy in the future. The 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs organ-
ized the National Maritime Policy 
Workshop 2025, and provided a 
significant platform for discussion, 
collaboration, and cooperation on 
marine pollution control, marine 
tourism, expansion of blue econo-
my, maritime security, and interna-
tional cooperation. The workshop 
facilitated and brought together 
government officials, industrialists, 
maritime experts, and international 
stakeholders to deliberate on the 
implementation of the recently 
launched National Maritime Policy 
(NMP) 2025 and its role in driv-
ing the country’s maritime sector 
forward. The workshop focused 
on key environmental challeng-
es and marine pollution control 
measures, emphasizing Pakistan’s 

commitment to MARPOL 73/78 
and the Ballast Water Management 
Convention. Participants discussed 
the enforcement of industrial waste 
treatment regulations, stricter 
monitoring of offshore waste dis-
posal, and digital pollution tracking 
systems at ports. The expansion of 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
to 30 percent of Pakistan’s Exclu-
sive Economic Zone (EEZ) and 
strengthening the National Ma-
rine Disaster Contingency Plan 
(NMDCP) were also highlighted 
as critical measures to safeguard 
marine ecosystems. The workshop 
reemphasized the expansion of 
Pakistan’s blue economy, with de-
tailed discussions on shipbuilding, 
offshore renewable energy, deep-
sea exploration, aquaculture, and 
marine biotechnology. Officials 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s goal of in-
creasing its merchant fleet share 
from 12 percent to 30 percent by 
2047 and enhancing Gwadar Port’s 
capacity as a regional trade hub 
under China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and global mari-
time networks. The development of 
shipyards at Gwadar and Port Qa-
sim was recognized as a strategic 
initiative to strengthen Pakistan’s 
shipbuilding and repair industry, 
contributing to national economic 
growth and job creation. The devel-
opment of marine and coastal tour-
ism was another key area of discus-
sion. Experts outlined strategies 

to secure Blue Flag certification 
for Pakistan’s beaches, promote 
eco-tourism, and attract private 
sector investment in sustainable 
tourism infrastructure. The policy’s 
focus on enhancing ferry services 
and improving connectivity be-
tween coastal cities was identified 
as a significant step toward making 
the country a competitive desti-
nation for maritime tourism. Paki-
stan’s commitment to international 
maritime cooperation, stronger 
engagement with IMO and other 
global maritime organizations were 
deliberated at length through this 
workshop. Furthermore, it also 
highlighted in promoting region-
al maritime trade and security 
and aimed at enhancing econom-
ic collaboration among Pakistan 
and other countries. Officials 
also underscored Pakistan’s role 
in regional ocean governance, 
maritime security, and climate 
adaptation efforts. The Nation-
al Maritime Policy Workshop 
2025 served as a pivotal forum 
for advancing maritime reforms 
and identifying actionable steps 
for policy implementation. The 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs, in 
collaboration with stakeholders, 
will continue working towards 
strengthening Pakistan’s mar-
itime sector, enhancing trade 
connectivity, protecting ma-
rine resources, and fostering 
sustainable economic growth.

KP CM orders spring afforestation 
drive to green urban areas

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin Gandapur has issued special directives for a large-scale 
urban afforestation campaign this spring to boost urban greenery and combat environmental challenges.  The 
initiative aims to enhance the aesthetic, environmental, and economic value of urban and suburban areas across 
the province.   The Chief Minister’s Secretariat has sent a detailed letter to the Forest and Environment Depart-
ment and Municipalities, outlining specific guidelines for the campaign.  The directives emphasize the selection of 
plants that are compatible with local climate conditions and require minimal maintenance. Priority will be given to 
trees that promote biodiversity, environmental stability, and energy conservation.   To address water scarcity and 
environmental pollution in urban areas, the campaign will focus on planting larger trees instead of smaller plants. 
Fruit-bearing trees will also be planted alongside regular trees to maximize ecological and economic benefits.   
The afforestation drive will target roadsides, canals, public parks, gardens, and intersections. In densely populated 
areas, innovative methods such as Miyawaki plantations and vertical forests will be adopted to maximize green 
cover.   The Forest Department and Municipalities have been instructed to work closely with other relevant de-
partments to ensure the campaign’s success and sustainability.  = The Municipal Department will ensure the use 
of all available government land and open spaces for afforestation. Additionally, afforestation conditions will be en-
forced in all new and ongoing development projects.   A robust monitoring system will be established to track the 
progress of the campaign, with detailed reports on tree maintenance and other related activities to be submitted 
regularly.   This initiative reflects the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government’s commitment to sustainable development 
and environmental conservation.  By increasing urban greenery, the province aims to reduce carbon impacts, low-
er urban temperatures, and prevent soil erosion, ensuring a healthier and more sustainable future for its residents. 
Meanwhile,Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur on Friday constituted a high-level committee, 
led by Chief Secretary to monitor the availability and pricing of essential commodities during Ramazan. He direct-
ed the Chief Secretary to ensure a strict crackdown against hoarding and artificial shortages across the province. 
The CM also urged members of the provincial and National Assemblies to keep a close watch on their respective 
areas to prevent any malpractice. Furthermore, he stated that needy families have been provided with PKR 10,000 
through provincial representatives as part of Ramazan relief efforts. He emphasized the importance of monitoring 
the movement of essential goods throughout the holy month to prevent disruptions in supply.—DNA

Türkiye 
consul 

general calls 
on Punjab LG 

minister
LAHORE: Consul General of 
the Republic of Türkiye Dur-
mus Bastug called on Min-
ister for Local Government 
Punjab Zeeshan Rafiq at his 
office, here on Friday.
According to a press release, 
Secretary Local Government 
Shakeel Ahmed Mian was 
also present. During the 
meeting, bilateral relations 
and matters of mutual inter-
est were discussed. The pro-
vincial minister mentioned 
the recent visit of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan to Pakistan and said 
that the history of friendship 
between the two countries 
spans decades. “Türkiye has 
supported Pakistan in dif-
ficult times,” he remarked. 
Zeeshan Rafiq told the Turk-
ish consul general that the 
Punjab government, under 
the leadership of Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz, com-
pleted several public welfare 
projects in a short period of 
time. “All possible facilities 
are being provided to Turk-
ish investors in Punjab,” he 
added. The consul general 
thanked the provincial min-
ister for the meeting and 
assured that the Turkish gov-
ernment would continue its 
cooperation with Pakistan, 
particularly the Punjab gov-
ernment.—APP

SCCI stresses 
peaceful 

atmosphere 
to flourish 
economic 
activities

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Industry president Fazal 
Moqeem Khan emphasized 
that a peaceful and condu-
cive atmosphere is crucial 
to flourish economic activi-
ties. The SCCI chief urged 
government, police and law 
enforcement agencies to 
take concrete steps for pro-
tection of law and property 
of people, especially traders 
community. Moqeem was 
speaking to members during 
the visit of Chief Capital Po-
lice Officer Qasim Ali Khan 
and SSP Operation Pesha-
war Masood Bangash here 
at the chamber house. The 
meeting attended by SCCI 
SVP Abdul Jalil Jan, Vice 
president Shehryar Khan, 
Chairman of the SCCI Stand-
ing Committee for Law and 
Order Shaukat Ali Khan, 
forem presidents Haji Mu-
hamamd Afzal, Zulfiqar 
Ali Khan, former SVPs 
Shahid Hussain, Imran 
Khan Mohmand, members 
of the chamber executive 
committee Saifullah Khan, 
Ashfaq Ahmad, Nadeem 
Rauf, Mujeebur Rehman, 
Haji Abdul Naseer, Abbas 
Fuad Azeem, Gul Zaman 
and Bakht Mir Jan Durrani, 
Ihsanullah, Shahid Khan Af-
ridi, Hamoodur Rehman, 
Hasnain Sheraz, Ishtiaq 
Ahmad, Syed Ejaz Ali 
Shah, along with traders 
and industrialists.  The 
chamber president ap-
prised the meeting about 
the traders concerns over 
increasing crime, snatch-
ing incidents, extortion 
calls, growing traffic con-
gestion/ mess, harassing, 
actions against traders un-
der guise of removal of il-
legal structures, encroach-
ment in the city, and delay 
in implementation of Safe 
City Project. Moqeem 
stressed proactive steps 
for implementation of the 
Safe City Project in order 
to remove a sense of inse-
curity between the traders 
community and flourish 
trade and economic activ-
ities.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Palestine in Pakistan,Dr. Zuhair Zaidi describing about  art work to Chairperson of the Peace and Culture Organisation, 
Ms. Mushaal Hussein Mullick during he visit to photo exhibition titled “Palestine was, and will remain” at PNCA. 

KP makes 
substantial 

achievements in 
public service 

delivery last 
year

	
PESHAWAR: The Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government 
on Friday released statistics 
of it’s achievements and sig-
nificant progress in public 
service delivery from March 
2024 to February 2025. An 
official release issued here 
mentioned that under the 
Ikhtiyar APP, 16,375 citi-
zens got registered, 9,013 
complaints were received, 
and 6,901 were success-
fully resolved. Under the 
public agenda, 390 service 
indicators were assigned 
and completed, covering 
public facilities, price con-
trol, cleanliness, health, 
and youth initiatives. In hy-
giene and sanitation667 out 
of 763 indicators were met, 
while 192 out of 271 tar-
gets for public welfare and 
service delivery were accom-
plished. To directly address 
public grievances, 717 Khuli 
Kacheris (open forums) were 
held, including 175 online 
sessions. Of these, 71 were 
specifically for people in 
remote areas, and 31 were 
dedicated to women’s issues. 
Mass inspections were con-
ducted to ensure compliance 
with regulations and improve 
service standards. A total of 
569,475 shops and business-
es were inspected, along 
with 61,235 public facilities, 
19,680 schools and colleges, 
17,774 healthcare centers, 
and 11,074 Patwar offices. 
Additionally, 23,385 industri-
al units were inspected, lead-
ing to 4,094 prosecutions, 
3,306 case resolutions, and 
fines amounting to 6.492 
million rupees. To curb cor-
ruption and recover public 
assets, the government re-
claimed 2.9 billion rupees in 
recoveries. —APP

Fake drinks 
prepared 

for Ramazan 
supply seized
LAHORE: The Punjab Food 
Authority (PFA) food safety 
teams conducted a grand 
operation in Mominpura and 
seized fake soft drinks, pre-
pared for Ramazan supply. 
A total of 300 litres of the 
counterfeit mixture were dis-
carded and a case was regis-
tered against the unit owner. 
During raid, motors, mixers, 
filling machines, bottle caps 
and crates were confiscated. 
The DG Food Authority said 
the unit was producing coun-
terfeit beverages of various 
brands using an unapproved 
formula. Facility had poor 
hygiene conditions with raw 
materials stored directly on 
the floor.—APP



Railways new 
reservation 

timing for 
Ramzan

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Railways administration has 
announced revised working 
hours for reservation offices 
across the country during 
the holy month of Ramazan. 
According to a notification 
issued on Friday, the morn-
ing shift will operate from 
7:30 AM to 12:30 PM, while 
the evening shift will func-
tion from 12:30 PM to 5:30 
PM. Additionally, on Fridays, 
there will be a break for Juma 
prayers from 12:30 PM to 
2:00 PM. However, reserva-
tion offices that operate on 
a single shift will continue 
with their existing working 
hours. The new timings 
will remain in effect until 
the 15th of Ramazan, after 
which all reservation offices 
will revert to their previous 
schedules. This adjustment 
aims to facilitate passengers 
and staff during the fasting 
month, ensuring smooth op-
erations while accommodat-
ing Ramazan routines.—APP

GoP, FAO 
takes steps 

to strengthen 
climate 

resilience
ISLAMABAD: In a significant 
move to bolster climate resil-
ience, a high-level delegation 
visited key project sites un-
der the Green Climate Fund 
(GCF)-funded initiative, 
Transforming the Indus Ba-
sin with Climate Resilient 
Agriculture and Water Man-
agement. A high level dele-
gation led by Secretary of 
the Punjab Agriculture De-
partment Iftikhar Ali Sahoo 
and accompanied by Flor-
ence Rolle, FAO Represent-
ative in Pakistan, the dele-
gation assessed progress 
in strengthening climate 
resilience through modern 
meteorological infrastruc-
ture and climate-smart 
agriculture practices. The 
delegation reviewed the 
newly installed Automatic 
Weather Station (AWS) in 
Khanewal, part of a network 
of 15 AWS planned under 
the project. GoP, FAO takes 
steps to strengthen climate 
resilience These stations 
provide real-time meteoro-
logical data to support in-
formed decision-making for 
water management, crop 
planning, and climate adap-
tation. They also observed 
Eddy Covariance (EC) 
Flux Towers, which meas-
ure evapotranspiration and 
help optimize water use in 
agriculture, and piezome-
ter sensors, which monitor 
groundwater quality and 
quantity.—DNA

Bosnia-Pakistan relations 
multifaced; diverse: Envoy
Ambassador of Bosnia & Herzegovina Emin Cohodarevic   says the far right, associated with fascist 

and populist tendencies, is on the rise,    the aggression against Ukraine and the suffering of Gaza have 
thrown humanity into a deep crisis, with a lot of uncertainty and fear

Mahnoor Ansar/DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of 
Bosnia & Herzegovina Emin Co-
hodarevic  has said ‘We Bosnians 
and Herzegovinians believe that 
Pakistan is a fascinating coun-
try in many regards, especially 
culturally and from the perspec-
tive of historical values. It is an 
extremely friendly country, with 
very competent and amicably 
people. People hold the key to 
sound state-to-state relations and 
friendship comes from exchanges 
between the people’.
The Ambassador made these 
remarks on the occasion of the 
Independence Day of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain Federal Minister for Indus-
tries was the chief guest, while 
Federal Minister for Maritime 
Affairs Qaisar Ahmed Sheikh also 
attended the event along with 
other dignitaries.  Ambassador 
Emin further said, the multifac-
eted relations between the two 
countries have witnessed a steady 
growth during last thirty years 
characterized by friendship, mu-
tual respect and understanding.  
These relations further intensi-
fied in last year with the Second 
Round of Bilateral Consultation 
between Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs.  ‘We hope to further in-
tensify these relations with the 
proposed two visits in this year. I 
am proud of all the work we have 
accomplished so far, and I look 
forward to continuing to strength-
en the bonds between our coun-
tries at a critical time in history. 

Today, I am particularly proud of 
the work we have accomplished to 
increase our educational, cultural 
and people to people ties’.    He 
said, Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
a meeting point of civilizations, a 
bridge the East and the West. Its 
unique multiethnic culture has 
been woven through one thou-
sand years of tolerance and re-
spect among its citizens, regard-
less of their ethnic and religious 
affiliation. ‘Our commitment and 
destiny lie within the European 
Union. Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has made a significant step for-
ward in the process of European 
integration in the past two years. 
On December 15th, 2022, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina was granted can-
didate status for European Union 

membership.   The decision of 
the European Council to open ac-
cession negotiations with Bosnia 
and Herzegovina on March 21st, 
2024, provided a strong incentive 
to    the institutions of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to continue the 
implementation of key reforms. 
He said, the struggle for inde-
pendence and sovereignty in the 
period from 1992 to 1995 was a 
general struggle of people who 
have no other homelands, people 
who only defend their own, and 
do not reach out for other peo-
ple’s homeland. That struggle was 
brought forward by the citizens of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, mem-
bers of all its ethnic, religious or 
other identities.‘As we celebrate 
the 33rd anniversary of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina’s Independence 
Day, let us be reminded that 
throughout history, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has been a country 
of unity, tolerance, and a safe hav-
en for multi-ethnicity, and we are 
dedicated to upholding those prin-
ciples today, and always’. ‘Also, I 
would like to stress that Bos-
nia and Herzegovina is on a 
pathway to becoming a NATO 
member. My country has tak-
en part in many collabora-
tive efforts with NATO such 
as the Partnership for Peace 
Program, Membership Action 
Plan, and establishing a Com-
mission for Cooperation’, he 
added. The Armed Forces of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have 
made a notable contribution 

to global peace through partici-
pation in peacekeeping missions 
under the United Nations, placing 
Bosnia and Herzegovina among 
countries actively supporting 
global stability, he said. While 
concluding his speech the Am-
bassador said, the far right, as-
sociated with fascist and populist 
tendencies, is on the rise,    the 
aggression against Ukraine and 
the suffering of Gaza have thrown 
humanity into a deep crisis, with 
a lot of uncertainty and fear.  ‘It 
is our moral imperative to find 
the ends to these wars. With the 
weight of these challenges upon 
us, let us use this day as a re-
minder of the power of unity and 
the importance of respecting one 
another’s dignity’, he concluded. 

PBM to distribute 5m 
meals during Ramzan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal 
(PBM) is set to launch one of its larg-
est relief campaigns during the holy 
month of Ramzan, aiming to distrib-
ute over five million Iftar meal boxes 
across the country under the Prime 
Minister’s Special Initiative.
The campaign will target the most 
deserving and underprivileged seg-
ments of society, offering relief to 
those struggling with poverty and 
hunger. In an exclusive interview 
with APP on Friday, Managing 
Director, PBM, Senator Captain 
(R) Shaheen Khalid Butt said the 
initiative would provide ready-to-
eat meals through PBM’s existing 
district-level infrastructure spread 
across the country. He highlight-
ed that PBM will utilize mosques, 
orphan centers, women empower-
ment centers, schools, and other 
designated locations for meal dis-
tribution, while 33 mobile trucks 
will operate on different routes 
to reach the most remote areas. 

“PBM already has an extensive in-
frastructure at the district level, and 
my team has formalized this entire 
campaign under my supervision to 
ensure timely and transparent de-
livery,” he added. While Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal is widely known for its 
financial assistance programs, Sen-
ator Butt outlined a major shift in 
the institution’s vision- transitioning 
from merely providing aid to empow-
ering people through rehabilitation 
and self-sufficiency programs. “Our 
primary responsibility is to assist the 
poor and vulnerable without making 
people continuously dependent on 
aid. My vision is to empower people 
so they can stand on their own feet 
rather than waiting for help every 
month,” he said. He announced that 
a pilot rehabilitation project is already 
underway with 15 applicants, focus-
ing on skill development and small 
business support. After Ramzan, the 
program will be expanded nationwide 
to encourage self-reliance. “We are 

offering rehabilitation projects where 
a deserving fruit vendor, whose cart 
broke down, won’t receive just mon-
ey – instead, we provide him with a 
motorized cart to continue his busi-
ness. This way, we break the cycle of 
dependency and empower people to 
earn with dignity,” he added. One of 
the flagship projects of PBM, he men-
tioned, is its Women Empowerment 
Centers (WECs), where thousands of 
women are trained in sewing, beauti-
cian services, and handicrafts. “Our 
women empowerment centers offer 
six-month vocational training cours-
es. After completing their training, we 
provide women with sewing machines 
or other necessary equipment to help 
them start their own small businesses,” 
he said. He further revealed that women 
with viable business ideas are given mul-
tiple machines or tools to set up small-
scale production units. “This is not just 
about providing skills- it’s about empow-
ering women to become job creators in 
their communities,” he added.—APP
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NHA invites EoIs for consultancy 
services for widening N-45 section

ISLAMABAD:The National Highway Authority (NHA) is seeking Expressions of Interest (EOI) from local and 
national consulting firms for the improvement and widening of 46 Km Akhagram-Dir section of Nowshehra- Chi-
tral Highway (N-45). The project aims to improve the connectivity by widening and rehabilitating the existing 
road and enhance the effective use of the national highway, an official of NHA told APP on Friday. The project 
is being financed by a loan agreement between the Government of Pakistan and EXIM Bank Korea. The NHA 
invites consultants listed by EXIM Bank Korea to partner with local firms for this project. He further said 
that interested parties must submit their EOIs by 11:00 AM on March 18, 2025, at NHA Islamabad. EOIs will 
be opened at 11:30 AM the same day. To qualify, consultants must meet certain criteria, including relevant 
registrations with the Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) and tax authorities. Manual submissions will be 
rejected, and all firms must register with the Electronic Procurement and Assessment System (EPADS).—APP

ISSI holds seminar on 
Pakistan- Iran ties

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Afghanistan, Middle East & Africa (CAMEA) at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI),  in collaboration with the Iranian Embassy in  Islamabad held a Seminar titled “Pakistan- Iran Ties: Prospects for 
Trade and Connectivity”. The Seminar was moderated by Ms. Amina Khan, Director CAMEA. Speakers included Ambas-
sador Sohail Mahmood, Director General ISSI; Ambassador Reza Amiri-Moghaddam, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Pakistan; Ambassador Mudassir Tipu, Ambassador of Pakistan in the Islamic Republic of Iran; Mr. Hamza 
Sarosh, Former Senior VP Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce (RCCI) ; Mr. Damanpak Jami, Senior Fellow, Institute for 
Political and International Studies (IPIS), Iran, and Dr. Nazir Hussain, Member Board of Directors, Regional Centre for 
Strategic Studies (RCSS), Colombo-Sri Lanka. The Keynote Speaker on the occasion was Ambassador Riffat Masood, 
Pakistan’s former Ambassador to Iran.  Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Director General ISSI, emphasized the deep his-
torical, cultural, and economic ties between Pakistan and Iran, highlighted the need to leverage geographical proximity 
into building a durable economic partnership. He noted significant progress since 2021, including border market opera-
tionalization, energy cooperation through the Polan-Gabd transmission line, and the expansion of barter trade, alongside 
commitments made during President Raisi’s 2024 visit, such as the $10 billion trade target, expediting Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) negotiations, and economic free zones. He also stressed the importance of leveraging regional platforms like 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Developing-8 (D-8), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI)   to enhance trade and infrastructure development, particularly through Gwadar-Chabahar port 
collaboration. While acknowledging challenges, including sanctions, informal trade, and logistical constraints, he called 
for enhancing border infrastructure, formalizing trade networks, and exploring alternative financial mechanisms. Reaf-
firming Pakistan’s shift to a geo-economic approach, he emphasized that sustained dialogue and targeted policy initiatives 
can transform challenges into opportunities, fostering a more integrated, prosperous, and stable region. In her Keynote 
Speech, Ambassador Riffat Masood outlined key challenges, including trade imbalances, U.S. sanctions, and limited 
border crossings, while noting regional rivalries and India’s expanding trade ties with Iran. Despite these hurdles, she 
highlighted positive developments such as 39 MoUs, the revival of the ITI train, and expanded energy cooperation. She 
urged enhancing border security, strengthening mutual trust, and advancing projects like Gwadar-Chabahar and the BRI 
to unlock full trade potential. Ms Amina Khan highlighted the $10 billion trade target and key energy projects as signifi-
cant steps in strengthening ties. While challenges remain, she stressed that structured engagement and mutual respect 
provide a strong foundation for a resilient and enduring partnership. —DNA

FDE announces 
Ramzan timings for ed-
ucational institutions

ISLAMABAD: Federal Directorate of Education (FDE) has 
issued new operational timings for all educational institu-
tions under its jurisdiction during the holy month of Ramazan 
In a recent announcement, the FDE emphasized the necessity 
for schools and colleges to adhere to these adjusted hours to 
accommodate the observance of fasting. According to the offi-
cial notification, single-shift institutions will operate from 8:00 
AM to 12:30 PM from Monday to Thursday. On Fridays, these 
institutions will have slightly adjusted hours, opening from 8:00 
AM until 12:00 PM. For educational institutions that follow a 
double-shift schedule, the timings are set from 8:00 AM to 12:30 
PM (Monday to Friday) for the first shift. The second shift is 
scheduled from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM from Monday to Thurs-
day, concluding early on Fridays from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM. 
Similarly, Ex-F.G Colleges will operate from 8:00 AM to 
12:30 PM from Monday to Thursday, while from 8:00 AM 
until 12:00 PM on Fridays. Islamabad Model Schools and 
colleges, including the F.G. Colleges for Boys and Girls, are 
directed to implement these changes promptly and com-
municate the timings to all involved stakeholders. —DNA
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Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: Experts at 
the Devcom-Pakistan con-
ference titled “Digital Fu-
tures’2025: Bridging the 
Gender Divide for Women’s 
Empowerment in Pakistan” 
have called for the urgent 
need to digitally empower 
women to address the gen-
der divide and strengthen 
women’s empowerment in 
Pakistan. The conference, 
which coincided with Na-
tional Women’s Day (Feb-
ruary 12) and International 
Women’s Day (March 8), 
brought together influential 
policymakers, activists, and 
experts to discuss the role 
of digital technology in ad-
vancing gender equality.
The conference highlighted 
critical recommendations 
aimed at empowering wom-
en through digital tools and 
resources. Experts em-
phasized the importance of 
widespread digital literacy 
programs tailored for wom-

en, particularly in rural are-
as. These programs should 
focus on basic technology 
skills, online safety, and dig-
ital entrepreneurship, equip-
ping women with the tools to 
thrive in an increasingly dig-
ital world. Access to afforda-
ble and reliable internet and 
digital devices is essential 
for women to participate in 
the digital economy. Stake-
holders recommended that 
the government and private 
sector collaborate to improve 
connectivity in underserved 
areas, ensuring that women 
can engage in online educa-
tion, e-commerce, and other 
digital platforms. Experts 
called for the development 
of policies that promote gen-
der-inclusive digital spaces. 
This includes addressing 
online harassment and dis-
crimination and creating 
safe environments for wom-
en to express themselves 
and participate in the dig-
ital economy.Women en-
trepreneurs need targeted 
support to thrive in the dig-

ital economy. The confer-
ence advocated for incuba-
tors, mentorship programs, 
and access to funding spe-
cifically designed for wom-
en-led tech startups and 
digital businesses. They said 
the potential of social media 
to promote gender equality 
and women’s empowerment 
was also discussed. Experts 
recommended utilizing 
these platforms for advoca-
cy, awareness campaigns, 
and community-building, as 
well as to challenge harm-
ful stereotypes and elevate 
women’s voices in tech-re-
lated fields. The experts 
and award winners included 
Sadaf Asim Abbasi, Riffat Ara 
Baig, SDPI Gender Expert 
Ms. Sadia Satti, Chairman 
Read Pakistan Farrukh Dall, 
CEO CPAIR & Centre for 
Climate Diplomacy Amna 
Munawar Malik, Dr. Farzana 
Bari, Gender and Parliamen-
tary development Expert, 
Dr. Ghazala Khan, UNDP 
Consultant Safe Digital En-
vironment.  The conference 

was graced by notable digni-
taries, including Syeda Amna 
Batool, Member of National 
Assembly (MNA) and focal 
person Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme, Qaiser 
Ahmed Sheikh, Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs, 
who delivered powerful 
keynote speeches empha-
sizing the government’s 
commitment to bridging 
the gender divide in digital 
spaces. As the Focal Per-
son of the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme, Batool 
also discussed ongoing in-
itiatives aimed at empow-
ering youth, particularly 
young women, through 
digital training and skill 
development. She said 
The theme of this con-
ference resonates deeply 
with the core values of the 
Prime Minister Youth Pro-
gramme – a program that 
is committed to empower-
ing the youth of Pakistan, 
especially young women, 
through access to edu-
cation, digital platforms.

Safe, efficient digital environment  
vital for development of women 

Briefs
KS relief 

distributes 
30,000 food 

packages 
ISLAMABAD: King Salman 
Relief Center, in collabo-
ration with the National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA), has suc-
cessfully completed the 
distribution of 30,000 food 
packages (cycle-1) in 28 
districts across Pakistan 
to assist needy communi-
ties.
KSrelief distributes 
30,000 food packages to 
vulnerable communities 
This distribution aims to 
support thousands of in-
dividuals living below the 
poverty line. Each food 
package weighs 95 kilo-
grams and includes 80 
kilograms of flour, 5 liters 
of cooking oil, 5 kilograms 
of sugar, and 5 kilograms 
of chickpeas. The distri-
bution process was car-
ried out transparently 
under the supervision of 
the King Salman Relief 
Center, in coordination 
with the NDMA, PDMAs, 
district administration, 
Hayat Foundation and 
PADO.  This initiative un-
derscores King Salman 
Relief’s commitment to 
reducing food insecurity 
in Pakistan and improving 
the welfare of deserving 
households.—APP

Secretary 
Health examines 

facilities at 
PIMS

ISLAMABAD: Secretary, 
Ministry of National 
Health Services Regula-
tions and Coordination, 
Nadeem Mahbub on Fri-
day carried out a surprise 
visit to the Outpatient 
Department (OPD) of Pa-
kistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences (PIMS) to review 
healthcare services and 
administrative arrange-
ments. During his visit, 
the secretary inspected 
the attendance of doctors 
and medical staff. He em-
phasized that hospital ad-
ministration must ensure 
the availability of doctors 
and paramedical staff at 
all times, stating that neg-
ligence and inefficiency 
would not be tolerated and 
reaffirmed zero tolerance 
policy over absenteeism 
matters. Nadeem Mahbub 
urged the medical profes-
sionals to provide the best 
possible healthcare ser-
vices to patients, acknowl-
edging that PIMS hospital 
faces a significant patient 
load.
He highlighted that as per 
the Prime Minister’s di-
rectives, full support is be-
ing given to the PIMS. The 
Federal Health Secretary 
also inspected the newly 
established patient assis-
tance booths and visited 
the hospital rooftop to as-
sess ongoing repair work. 
He directed the Executiv  
Director of PIMS to en-
sure the swift completion 
of these repairs and ren-
ovation of washrooms. 
He expressed satisfaction 
with the hospital’s clean-
liness and maintenance. 
Reaffirming the commit-
ment of the government, 
Nadeem Mahbub said that 
providing quality health-
care services to every 
citizen remains a top pri-
ority. He emphasized that 
significant measures are 
being taken to upgrade 
healthcare facilities and 
improving hospital infra-
structure.—APP

IVY College 
delegation 

visits 
Parliament 

House
ISLAMABAD: A 70-mem-
ber delegation from IVY 
College of Management 
Sciences, Rawalpindi Cam-
pus, comprising students 
and faculty members, visit-
ed Parliament House on Fri-
day. Senior Senate officials 
welcomed the delegation 
and provided a comprehen-
sive briefing on various par-
liamentary affairs. The del-
egation toured the Senate 
Museum, where they were 
given an in-depth overview 
of Pakistan’s parliamentary 
history and evolution.  They 
also watched a documenta-
ry highlighting the estab-
lishment of the Senate, its 
historic decisions, and par-
liamentary traditions. Lat-
er, the delegation visited 
the Senate Hall, where they 
received detailed insights 
into Pakistan’s legislative 
process and the Senate’s 
role in governance. During 
the session, students asked 
various questions regarding 
parliamentary proceedings, 
which were addressed in 
detail. Expressing their grat-
itude to the Senate officials 
for their warm reception and 
informative briefing, the del-
egation described the visit 
as a memorable and enrich-
ing experience.—APP

HEC Wom-
en’s handball 
inter-varsity 

championship 
concluded

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) Women’s Handball 
Intervarsity Champion-
ship’ concluded here 
yesterday, while the 
‘Chairman HEC Women’s 
National Handball Cham-
pionship’ commenced at  
GCWUS. According to 
the HEC, at the Handball 
Championship, the Uni-
versity of the Punjab, La-
hore, secured first posi-
tion, while LCWU Lahore 
and GCWUS were first 
and second runner-up 
respectively. During the 
closing ceremony of the 
Intervarsity Champion-
ship, Director Sports, 
HEC, Javed Memon, dis-
tributed sports scholar-
ships and prize money 
cheques to the student 
athletes, recognising 
their achievements. The 
closing ceremony also 
marked the inauguration 
of the Chairman HEC Na-
tional Handball Champi-
onship; with participation 
from ten teams, including 
HEC, Punjab, KP, AJK, 
WAPDA, and Army.—APP  

Chairman Senate for enhanced 
Pakistan-Ireland cooperation

During a meeting with Mary O’Neill, Ambassador of Ireland, the Chairman Senate highlighted the cru-
cial role of the business community in fostering partnerships and enhancing investment opportunities

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate 
Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani on Friday 
said that Pakistan seeks to further 
strengthen bilateral relations with 
Ireland and explore new avenues 
for trade, investment, and coop-
eration in key sectors such as 
technology, agriculture, renewa-
ble energy, and pharmaceuticals. 
During a meeting with Mary 
O’Neill, Ambassador of Ireland, 
the Chairman Senate highlighted 
the crucial role of the business 
community in fostering partner-
ships and enhancing investment 
opportunities.  He underscored 
the importance of frequent 
high-level parliamentary exchang-
es to further deepen bilateral ties. 
He proposed greater parliamen-
tary collaboration between the 
Senate of Pakistan and the Oire-

achtas, focusing on joint legisla-
tive exchanges, capacity-building 
initiatives, and technical cooper-
ation on budgetary governance.  
Gilani advocated for the establish-
ment of parliamentary friendship 
groups in both parliaments to 
strengthen people-to-people link-
ages and expand cooperation in 
legislative affairs. Recalling his re-
cent visit to Ireland, the Chairman 
expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to engage with the 
Irish Parliament and gain insights 
from its Parliamentary Budget 
Office (PBO).  He noted with sat-
isfaction that the meetings held 
during the visit were productive 
and laid the foundation for future 
collaboration. To build upon this 
momentum, he extended an invi-
tation to the Irish Parliamentary 
Delegation to visit Pakistan, re-
inforcing a shared commitment 
to democratic reforms and par-

liamentary diplomacy. Chairman 
Senate highlighted Ireland’s 
world-class education system and 
explored potential collaborations 
in higher education, including stu-
dent exchanges, scholarships, and 
joint research initiatives. He also 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to climate action, proposing 
enhanced bilateral cooperation in 
green energy, climate adaptation 
strategies, and sustainable devel-
opment projects.  He called for ex-
panding development cooperation 
in skills training, digital transfor-
mation, and knowledge-sharing 
initiatives. Commending Ireland’s 
principled stance on international 
justice, Chairman Senate praised 
Ireland’s unwavering support for 
the people of Palestine.  He also 
raised the Kashmir issue, urging 
Ireland to support the Kashmiri 
people in their quest for self-de-
termination in line with United 

Nations resolutions. Noting the 
shared commitment of Pakistan 
and Ireland to global peace and 
security, he emphasized that both 
countries are among the largest 
contributors to UN peacekeeping 
missions. The Chairman Senate 
also acknowledged the contribu-
tions of the Pakistani diaspora in 
Ireland, recognizing their role in 
strengthening cultural and eco-
nomic ties between the two na-
tions.  He informed the Ambassa-
dor about the Special Investment 
Facilitation Council (SIFC) and 
invited Irish businesses and inves-
tors to explore opportunities in 
Pakistan’s diverse economic sec-
tors. Stressing the importance of 
cultural and tourism exchanges, 
he proposed the establishment 
of a structured bilateral consul-
tation mechanism to facilitate 
regular diplomatic, economic, 
and parliamentary engagement, 

with a strong focus on legislative 
and institutional cooperation. The 
Ambassador of Ireland thanked 
Chairman Senate for his warm 
remarks and expressed her de-
sire to deepen bilateral coop-
eration across diverse sectors.  
She highlighted the significance 
of people-to-people contacts in 
strengthening relations and wel-
comed further interactions in the 
future.  The Ambassador also in-
formed that Ireland’s diplomatic 
mission has recently begun op-
erations in Pakistan, a milestone 
that Chairman Senate welcomed 
as a significant step toward bol-
stering bilateral ties. The Chair-
man expressed his appreciation 
and extended his best wishes to 
the Ambassador for her tenure in 
Pakistan, hoping for a new era of 
strengthened diplomatic, econom-
ic, and parliamentary collabora-
tion between the two nations

Increasing deficit 
in  regional trade  

worrying
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man of National Business 
Group Pakistan, President 
of Pakistan Businessmen 
and Intellectuals Forum 
and All Karachi Industrial 
Alliance, Chairman of FPC-
CI Policy Advisory Board, 
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain 
said on Friday that the in-
creasing deficit in regional 
trade is worrying. He said 
that during the first seven 
months of the current fis-
cal year, Pakistan’s trade 
deficit with the region’s 
countries has increased 
by 40 percent, which is a 
challenge for policymakers 
that should be given special 
attention. Mian Zahid Hus-
sain said that according to 
State Bank data, the main 
reason for the increase in 
trade deficit is the increase 

in imports from China. Talk-
ing to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business 
leader said that during the 
seven months, goods worth 
$8.9 billion have been im-
ported from China, which is 
28 percent more than last 
year. In the same period, 
Pakistan’s exports to China 
have decreased by 14 per-
cent to just $1.47 billion, 
which is regrettable.  Mian 
Zahid Hussain said that 
according to official data, 
Pakistani exports to oth-
er regional countries like 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and 
Maldives have slightly in-
creased compared to China. 
The business leader said 
that the main reasons for 
the trade deficit include 
the vast imports of yarn 
and other goods without 
customs duty and sales tax, 
which are caused by the 
misuse of the Export Facili-
tation Scheme (EFS).

 The EFS is a revolution-
ary scheme for promoting 
exports, but it is essen-
tial to stop its misuse and 
punish those involved in 
fraud, he demanded. Mian 
Zahid Hussain said that 
Pakistan has great poten-
tial to increase its exports 
in regional trade, but elec-
tricity, gas prices, lack of 
value addition, and weak 
infrastructure are signifi-
cant obstacles. He noted 
that steps are needed to 
balance trade, and it is 
necessary to focus on the 
export of value-added prod-
ucts instead of raw mate-
rials. He welcomed Prime 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s 
visit to Uzbekistan and the 
agreement to increase mu-
tual trade to $2 billion. The 
two countries have also 
signed memorandums of 
understanding and agree-
ments to increase cooper-
ation in various sectors. 
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Masses always squeezed 
for luxuries of elite

ISLAMABAD: Business leader and former President of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI), Dr. Shahid Rasheed Butt, said on Friday that the masses are always made 
to pay for the luxuries of the elite class. This trend will continue as long as important policies 
are made for the interests of the elite instead of the interests of the country, he said. Shahid 
Rasheed Butt said that every political party, after coming to power, wastes as much resources 
as they can. In a statement issued here, he said that by taking loans from the IMF more than 
a dozen times and hundreds of times from other international organizations, the rulers have 
proven that they are not capable of running the country’s economic affairs properly.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi taking interest in different stalls during “Art Exhibition on Climate Change” in 
Federal Capital. 
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Rejection of net zero Reciprocal tariffs 
U S President Donald Trump is stunning the world with zigzag policy 

changes. His dictum “Drill, baby, drill” shows the US government is 
focused on boosting energy and wealth and abandoning net zero com-

mitments to phase out greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. By withdrawing 
from the Paris Agreement and removing environmental constraints on busi-
nesses that exploit energy resources, Trump is safeguarding the US as the 
global hegemonic oil and natural gas producer, ahead of Russia and Saudi Ara-
bia. The development of fossil fuels in Alaska means that the US can export 
across the Pacific to Japan, South Korea and other Asian energy importers, 
competing directly with Middle Eastern oil and gas shipped via the Malacca 
Strait. The geopolitics of climate change is ultimately about which govern-
ance model will pay and manage the transition to net zero. Geoff Mann’s and 
Joel Wainwright’s groundbreaking book, Climate Leviathan: A Political Theory 
of Our Planetary Future, described four political models to deliver net zero. 
These are Climate Leviathan, Climate Mao, Climate Behemoth and Climate X. 
Climate Leviathan envisages the present capitalist system trying, unsuccess-
fully, to overcome the problem of working together to achieve net zero. Cli-
mate Mao has the same objective but uses an anti-capitalist order. Climate Be-
hemoth describes a global arrangement animated by a chauvinistic capitalist 
and nationalist politics that denies – until it can only denounce – the threat cli-
mate change poses. Climate X is a bottom-up movement that is non-capitalist 
and pursues global climate justice as the solution. With Trump, we can relabel 
the Mann-Wainwright models as Climate Trump, Climate Crinks and Climate 
Europa, with Climate X understood as the rest of the world. Climate Trump is 
ruthlessly capitalist and business-friendly, ditching diversity, equity and inclu-
sion or any moral misgivings. Climate Crinks is made up of countries the US 
has designated as foreign adversaries such as China, Russia, Iran, North Ko-
rea and Cuba. These countries do not necessarily have the same climate and 
environmental policies, but they often work together in the face of US sanc-
tions and tariffs. Climate Europa is geographically the European Union and 
like-minded nations that prefer the rule of law, current net-zero policies and 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. Climate X is the rest of the world, which 
increasingly feels left on its own, with less and less international aid. The old 
mantra of “trade, not aid” has no meaning when trade is more protectionist 
and aid is no longer forthcoming. Neo-liberals and green activists lament the 
shift away from a global consensus on climate action. But Climate Trump is a 
wake-up call for all economies and communities to reckon with the effective-
ness of top-down net-zero ambitions and perhaps use bottom-up self-help strat-
egies. The former approach, exemplified by the Glasgow Financial Alliance for 
Net Zero ostensibly aligning investments with projects pursuing net zero or 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) goals, was more stick than car-
rot. With Trump pushing for deregulation, it would not be surprising if more fi-
nancial institutions and corporate captains retreat from ESG efforts. Net-zero 
emissions and social justice are ideals that can be contentious and sometimes 
divisive, as evidenced by the swing to the populist right in recent elections. 

U S President Donald Trump described his reciprocal tariffs as the “big one”. 
Although he habitually exaggerates his claims, the world could hardly afford 
to take this one lightly. His tariff policy agenda, which calls for imposing 

the same tariffs on other countries that they impose on the US, undermines the 
fundamental principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO), thus posing an ex-
istential threat to the multilateral trading system. The WTO’s most-favoured nation 
principle requires that its members treat others equally. WTO members are not 
supposed to discriminate between their trading partners. So when a WTO member 
lowers or raises a product’s import duty for any member, it must do the same for all 
other members. Other than some exceptions, such as arrangements for free trade 
blocs, a WTO member should apply the same tariff rate for all members for the 
same product despite facing different rates from other members for its own goods. 
Given the different tariff rates WTO members apply, Trump’s reciprocal tariff policy 
will inevitably result in various rates for different members. Consequently, some 
members will be discriminated against by paying a higher duty than others when 
exporting to the US. Trump’s planned reciprocal tariffs could inadvertently turn 
other WTO members into accomplices in contravening the most-favoured nation 
rule. Under American pressure, some countries could lower their tariffs for the 
US without doing the same for other countries. A case in point is the European 
Union, which is reportedly considering cutting tariffs for US car imports only to 
avoid tariffs. WTO members set “bound rates” for imports, which are ceilings on 
their customs tariff rates. These rates were negotiated and agreed with all other 
WTO members. They are therefore legal commitments to the organisation as well 
as other members. Under WTO rules, no member is permitted to raise its bound 
rates unilaterally. Increasing rates requires negotiations and agreement among 
members. If enacted, Trump’s tariffs would push the US’ actual rates beyond its 
bound rates. The US has an average bound rate of 3.4 per cent. With Trump’s re-
ciprocal tariffs, US tariffs would probably on average be 10 to 15 percentage points 
higher, according to Gary Hufbauer, a non-resident senior fellow at the Peterson 
Institute for International Economics. Pushing ahead without renegotiating rates 
with trading partners goes against Washington’s WTO obligations. Trump claims 
that due to the bias of WTO’s rules, the US had long been taken advantage of, 
resulting in a huge and long-running trade deficit. However, most-favoured nation 
rules, written under US leadership, are designed to secure fair conditions of trade. 
And as many economists point out, the cause of the US’ trade deficit is its own 
domestic macroeconomic policy, such as running a huge budget deficit. Trump’s 
tariff plan also upends the consensus among the international community based on 
“special and differential treatment” for developing countries. These special rights 
allow developing countries to protect their infant industries. Developing countries 
can tax imports at higher rates than developed members. As a result, developing 
members have an average actual rate of around 10 per cent, compared with around 
5 per cent for developed countries. The difference in tariffs between developing 
countries and developed ones is the result of decades-long negotiations that bal-
anced the interests of the two groups. They reflect an overall balance between the 
rights and obligations of members through reciprocity in international agreements.
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Trump Abandons Europe, Embraces 
China and Russia

A betrayal of Islamic values

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

A FTER Trump, Europe seemed like an aban-
doned child—lost without direction and 
stripped of the security it once enjoyed un-

der U.S. protection. This perception stems from 
my ability to read and write French, which allows 
me to follow discussions among French journal-
ists, thinkers, and analysts on LinkedIn. These 
discussions often center on how long-standing alli-
ances, once thought unbreakable, have crumbled 
while new, unexpected partnerships are taking 
shape. Observing the transformation of the U.S. 
under Trump, both domestically and internation-
ally has been fascinating. It was widely believed 
that while a U.S. president wielded influence over 
other nations, they had little power to challenge 
the entrenched bureaucracy and military estab-
lishment that truly governed the country. Like-
wise, it was considered unthinkable that the U.S. 
and Europe could diverge so significantly on both 
domestic and international fronts.
Trump disproved both assumptions. In his second 
term, he successfully dismantled key elements of 
the civilian and military bureaucracy—institutions 
that had long exercised control over both the pres-
idency and the nation’s political landscape. Once 
dominant, these institutions are now struggling to 
maintain relevance, no longer wielding the presi-
dent as a mere pawn. He also shattered the notion 
that U.S.-European relations were unshakable and 
that hostility toward China and Russia was as in-
grained as the transatlantic partnership. In his first 
month, Trump alarmed Europe with threats to take 
over Greenland and proposed cutting aid that was 
fueling the Ukraine-Russia war. He accused Europe 
of exploiting U.S. taxpayers to sustain NATO, while 
failing to make its fair contribution. Simultaneously, 
he engaged diplomatically with President Putin in 
Russia, pursued economic cooperation with China, 
and fostered a more conciliatory approach towards 
President Xi. His softer stance on Taiwan signaled 
a significant departure from previous U.S. policies.
Trump also blamed the Biden administration for 
igniting the Russia-Ukraine war, asserting that Eu-
rope’s push to bring Ukraine under NATO was il-
logical and provoked Russian military intervention. 
While Europe framed the war as a fight for its surviv-
al, Trump viewed it as unnecessary and avoidable. 
He condemned the loss of young soldiers and civil-

ians on both sides as tragic and committed to ending 
the conflict through negotiations—bypassing Europe 
entirely by proposing Saudi Arabia as a mediator.
Trump is known for his unpredictability and maver-
ick nature, often shifting from one conviction to its 
complete opposite. However, his current stance—
consistently advocating against Europe while favor-
ing China and Russia—signals a geopolitical shift 
unlike anything seen in the past two centuries. He 
seems to have recognized that maintaining close 
ties with Europe, despite its wealth, has been 
costly for the U.S. He believes Europe has relied 
on American taxpayers while fueling unnecessary 
wars at America’s expense. He also sees Europe 
losing its edge in scientific discovery, declining in 
global market influence, lacking control over rare 
earth metals—now crucial for modern industries—
and experiencing economic stagnation for decades.
In contrast, Trump views the future as belong-
ing to China, Japan, Korea, India, Singapore, 
the Middle East, and other emerging economies 
that are steadily increasing their share in glob-
al trade, investment, and business. As of 2024, 
U.S. trade patterns highlight a shift toward Asia 
and North America, with Mexico ($505B), China 
($438B), and Canada ($412B) as its top export-
ers, while Germany ($160B) is the only Europe-
an nation in the top ten, underscoring Europe’s 
diminishing role in U.S. imports. 
On the export side, the U.S.’s largest trade part-
ners are Canada ($349.4B), Mexico ($334.0B), 
China ($143.5B), Japan ($79.7B), and Germany 
($75.6B), reinforcing North America’s strong eco-
nomic ties with the U.S. Despite trade tensions, 
China remains a key trade partner. Meanwhile, the 
largest holders of U.S. dollar reserves are China 
($3.2T), Japan ($1.2T), Switzerland ($953B), In-
dia ($638B), and Russia ($621B), reflecting the 
dollar’s continued dominance in global finance, ac-
counting for 59% of the world’s  These trends align 
with Trump’s push to reshape U.S.-Europe rela-
tions, criticizing Europe’s economic dependence 
while pivoting toward Asia and North America as 
the dominant trade and investment partners.
European analysts, journalists, and thinkers 
are deeply concerned about the United States’ 
strategic pivot away from Europe, instead forg-
ing closer ties with Russia and China. This shift 

marks a significant departure from traditional 
transatlantic alliances, prompting European lead-
ers to push for increased defense spending and a 
more assertive foreign policy.  Germany’s newly 
elected chancellor, Friedrich Merz, has stressed 
the urgency of strengthening Europe’s security 
independence, acknowledging the changing geo-
political landscape.  Likewise, the European Un-
ion is actively enhancing its defense capabilities, 
recognizing the necessity of self-reliance as U.S. 
support becomes increasingly unpredictable.  
European leaders, including UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer and French President Emmanuel 
Macron, have taken diplomatic steps to ensure 
continued support for Ukraine, advocating for 
increased defense spending and even the poten-
tial deployment of peacekeeping troops.  These 
initiatives reflect a decisive shift toward Euro-
pean self-reliance in defense, highlighting the 
continent’s determination to address security 
challenges independently in an evolving geopo-
litical environment. The honeymoon period be-
tween the USA and Europe is over. Under Trump, 
besides blaming Europe to exploit the USA, he 
blamed European nations for straying from core 
principles of media and religious freedom while un-
dermining democratic values—the very foundation 
of the U.S.-Europe alliance. In contrast, Trump’s 
administration has embraced China as its preferred 
partner for trade, investment, business, and cultur-
al ties while also aligning with Russia’s position on 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. China and Russia are 
relieved as Trump’s “America First” philosophy 
begins to take shape. This policy can now be fully 
understood: alliances, no matter how old or strong, 
no longer define U.S. strategy. Instead, America’s 
own interests take precedence. This shift signifies 
that the U.S. has detached itself from historical 
commitments and burdens, repositioning itself as 
a free agent on the global stage. 
In this recalibrated geopolitical posture, the U.S. 
sees its strategic interests better served through 
alliances with China, Russia, and other emerging 
powers—rather than Europe.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy 

of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC

R AMADAN is approaching, and even before 
its arrival, the prices of essential food items 
have already begun to soar. This phenomenon 

has become an annual occurrence in the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, where, instead of facilitating the 
people in this sacred month, market forces exploit 
the demand for profit. This stands in stark contrast 
to other Islamic countries, where governments and 
business communities work together to ensure that 
prices remain stable or even decrease in the spirit of 
Ramadan. Even Western nations, despite not be-
ing Muslim-majority, extend special discounts to 
accommodate their Muslim citizens, recognizing 
the importance of this Holy month. However, in 
Pakistan, the situation is completely reversed—
rather than easing the financial burden, the cost 
of basic necessities doubles, making it increas-
ingly difficult for ordinary people to afford the 
essentials required for Sehr and Iftar.
One may question whether boycotting these over-
priced goods would resolve the crisis. While tem-
porary boycotts can create momentary price fluctu-
ations, they are not a long-term solution. The real 
problem lies deeper—within a system plagued by 
unchecked profiteering, weak regulation, and a lack 
of accountability. Shopkeepers often justify the rising 
prices by blaming wholesalers, who, in turn, claim 
that they are simply responding to market trends and 
supplier rates. This chain of excuses exposes a funda-
mental question: Who exactly is responsible? Is there 
no authority to regulate these behind-the-scenes 
forces driving inflation during Ramadan? When will 
this recurring issue be permanently resolved? Islam 
provides a clear framework regarding fair trade and 
market ethics. The Holy Qur’an warns against deceit 
in business transactions: “Woe to those who give less 
[than due], who, when they take a measure from peo-

ple, take in full. But if they give by measure or by 
weight to them, they cause loss” (Surah Al-Mutaffi-
fin 83:1-3). The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) also emphasized just dealings in trade, saying, 
“The merchants will be raised on the Day of Judg-
ment as wicked except those who fear Allah, are hon-
est, and speak the truth” (Tirmidhi). These teachings 
highlight that those who manipulate prices for per-
sonal gain, particularly during Ramadan, are engaging 
in a deeply unethical and un-Islamic practice. Islam 
not only discourages unfair pricing but also encour-
ages honesty and compassion in business dealings, 
especially during times of religious significance.
If Islam is so explicit in condemning hoarding and price 
gouging, why does this practice persist in a country 
that claims to uphold Islamic principles? The failure to 
control artificial inflation during Ramadan is a collective 
moral and administrative failure. Administrative insti-
tutions responsible for price control either lack the en-
forcement capacity or are complicit in the problem. The 
business community, instead of embracing the spirit of 
generosity, sees the month as an opportunity for exces-
sive profits. Consumers, though frustrated, often find 
themselves helpless, with no real alternatives. This help-
lessness stems from several factors. First, there is a lack 
of stringent administrative oversight. Regulatory bodies 
often issue price control lists, but they remain ineffec-
tive due to poor enforcement and the influence of pow-
erful business cartels. Second, the absence of consumer 
awareness and collective action allows this exploitation 
to continue. In countries where consumer rights are pro-
tected, price hikes of this nature would trigger investiga-
tions and penalties. However, in Pakistan, the common 
citizen rarely has the platform or resources to challenge 
such exploitation effectively. Additionally, the lack of 
coordination between government agencies, local 
administration, and market regulators creates loop-

holes that profiteers exploit without consequence.
The solution lies in a multi-pronged approach. The ad-
ministration  must strengthen price control mechanisms 
and impose strict penalties on those who artificially in-
flate prices. Strict action should be taken against hoard-
ers who withhold goods to create scarcity and drive up 
prices. At the same time, society must demand account-
ability, using consumer pressure and boycotts selective-
ly against those businesses that engage in unethical 
practices. The role of religious leaders is also crucial; 
they should actively educate traders about their moral 
obligations in light of Islamic teachings and emphasize 
that exploiting consumers in Ramadan is not just an 
economic crime but a grave sin. In addition, fostering 
a culture of corporate social responsibility is necessary. 
Businesses should be encouraged to adopt ethical pric-
ing models and provide discounts during Ramadan rath-
er than seeking excessive profits. The media can also 
play a pivotal role in exposing unjust market practices 
and pressuring policymakers to implement necessary 
reforms. Furthermore, Islamic banking and financial 
institutions can introduce interest-free micro-financing 
options to support small traders who struggle with high 
supplier costs, thereby reducing the need for excessive 
price hikes. If Islamic values were truly upheld, the ar-
rival of Ramadan in Pakistan would bring relief to 
the people rather than financial distress. Until 
there is a sincere effort to align economic practic-
es with the ethical teachings of Islam, the cycle of 
price hikes and helplessness will continue. 
The question remains: When will we, as a society, rise 
above individual greed and embrace the true essence of 
Ramadan—a month of mercy, generosity, and commu-
nal well-being? Only through collective responsibility, 
strong governance, and adherence to Islamic principles 
can we hope to break free from this cycle of exploitation 
and create a just and equitable society for all.
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Liverpool: Liverpool made an annual pre-tax loss of 
£57m up to 31 May 2024 - £48m more than they lost in the 
previous 12 months. However, the Premier League’s club 
overall revenue rose by £20m to £614m in 2023-24, and its 
commercial income increased by £36m to £308m. It is the 
first time Liverpool have reported commercial revenue of 
more than £300m in their annual financial accounts and 
mainly due to growth in partnerships and retail. The 2023-
24 period covered JurgenKlopp’s last season as manager, in 
which the Reds won the Carabao Cup, finished third in the 
Premier League and reached the quarter-finals of the FA Cup 
and Europa League. Liverpool added four new players to 
their senior men’s squad, spending about £165m on transfer 
fees to sign Alexis Mac Allister, Dominik Szoboszlai, Wataru 
Endo and Ryan Gravenberch. That was the first season the 
club had not played in the Champions League since 2016-17, 

resulting in media revenue dropping by £38m to £204m.
That loss was partially offset by increased Premier League 
media revenue as a result of the Anfield outfit’s stronger on-
field performance in 2023-24 compared to 2022-23, when they 
finished fifth in the table and failed to win a major trophy. The 
new Anfield Road Stand opened during 2023-24 and a high-

er number of competitive games at the stadium contributed 
to a £22m increase in matchday revenue to £102m. Despite 
the increase in revenue, administrative costs rose by £38m 
to £600m, which was mainly related to salaries and overhead 
costs. The club said that, over the past eight years, match-
day costs have risen by nearly 80%, while staff costs have in-
creased by 86% to £386m since 2018. “Operating a financially 
sustainable club continues to be our priority and, with the con-
tinued increase in costs, it’s essential to grow income streams 
year on year to maintain financial stability,” said Jenny Bea-
cham, the club’s chief finance officer. Liverpool, now managed 
by Arne Slot and currently top of the Premier League with a 
13-point lead over Arsenal, generated 1.5bn social media fan 
engagements and added a record 37m followers to its social 
channels. According to Brand Finance’s 2024 report,, ex-
ternal they have the strongest brand of any Premier League 
club. “The global appeal of this football club continues to 
be phenomenal and is the underlying strength and oppor-
tunity we have for continued growth,” Beacham added.

Liverpool financial loss rose to £57m for 2023-24
That loss was partially offset by increased Premier League media revenue as a 

result of the Anfield outfit's stronger on-field performance in 2023-24 compared to 
2022-23, when they finished fifth in the table and failed to win a major trophy

Briefs
Maulana Haq 
among many 
others killed..

From Page 01
where senior students pur-
sue their studies. Nearby, 
there are hostels and resi-
dential quarters. The admin-
istration and medical staff 
of Peshawar’s Lady Reading 
Hospital (LRH) — which is 
around 45 minutes away 
from the blast site — were 
directed to remain prepared 
for receiving casualties. The 
hospital spokesperson said 
a high alert and emergency 
had been declared at the 
medical facility to deal with 
any situation. The latest 
reports suggest that the 
blast took place near the 
gate of the mosque from 
where Maulana Hamid was 
returning to his residence, 
which is a stone throw 
away from the mosque.

Security 
personnel 

among 10...
From Page 01

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-
spector General Police 
(IGP) Zulfiqar Hameed told 
Geo News that Maulana 
Hamid-ul-Haq Haqqani, the 
son of Maulana Sami-ul-Haq 
Haqqani, was the target of 
the attack. Maulana Ha-
mid, the vice administrator 
of Darul Uloom Haqqania 
and emir of Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam-Sami (JUI-S), 
succumbed to his injuries 
as he was being given med-
ical aid, the top cop said. 
The country witnessed a 
sharp increase in terror 
attacks in January 2025, 
surging by 42% compared 
to the previous month, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Pakistan Institute for 
Conflict and Security Stud-
ies (PICSS), a think tank.

Constitu-
tional bench 

has five...
From Page 01

According to reports, the 
meeting would consider 
the names of eight session 
judges for the appointment 
of additional judges to the 
LHC. Meanwhile, The Su-
preme Court of Pakistan 
has expanded its constitu-
tional bench by adding five 
more judges, bringing the 
total number of judges on 
the bench to 13. This move 
follows the approval of the 
inclusion of five new judges, 
which increases the bench’s 
capacity to handle complex 
constitutional matters, 
Express news reported.

CB asks PTI 
to submit 

more...
From Page 01

on the petition filed by PTI 
founder Imran Khan. Justice 
Khan inquired the counsel 
what his client requested in 
the petition. Advocate Khan 
submitted that the petitioner 
requested for the formation 
of a judicial commission, 
comprising the Chief Justice 
and two senior judges of the 
Supreme Court, to investi-
gate the May 9 incident. He 
added that another request 
was for stopping trial of civil-
ians in military courts. Jus-
tice Muhammad Ali Mazhar 
remarked that the request 
regarding the trial of civilians 
in military courts had already 
become infructuous, as a 
separate case was already 
underway on the matter.

Pakistan 
concerned...

From Page 01
crossing, the spokesperson 
said operational constraints 
forced Pakistan to take this 
action. “The Afghan side is 
trying to construct a border 
post on our side unilateral-
ly,” he noted, adding that 
Islamabad had urged the au-
thorities in Kabul to resolve 
such issues through bilat-
eral mechanisms such as a 
Joint Coordination Commit-
tee meeting instead of re-
sorting to unilateral actions. 

Pakistan 
confirms... 

From Page 01
Of these, 27 were from Ba-
lochistan, 23 from Sindh, 22 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
and one each from Punjab 
and Islamabad. Pakistan is 
one of the two polio-endem-
ic countries in the world, 
along with Afghanistan.

PSL X to start from 11 April, 
cricket to return to Peshawar
For HBL PSL X, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium will host 11 matches, 
including Qualifier 1 on May 13. Karachi's National Bank Stadium 

and Multan Cricket Stadium will host five matches each
Sports Desk

LAHORE: The HBL PSL X will return to 
entertain cricket crazy nation with a match 
defending champions Islamabad United (IU) 
and two times champions Lahore Qalandars 
(LQ) at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium on 
April 11 (Friday). 34 matches will be played 
in the six team tourney between April 11 and 
May 18, with Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium set 
to host 13 matches, including two Elimina-
tors and the final. Cricket will also return to 
Peshawar during the upcoming edition of 
the PSL X and an exhibition match will be 
played on April 8 in Peshawar. The teams of 
the match will be confirmed in due course.
For HBL PSL X, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadi-
um will host 11 matches, including Qualifi-
er 1 on May 13. Karachi’s National Bank 
Stadium and Multan Cricket Stadium will 
host five matches each. The marquee event 
will also feature three double-headers, with 
two matches on weekends (Saturday) and 
one on a national holiday (Labour Day).
Karachi Kings –winners of the league’s 
fifth edition, will begin their campaign on 
April 12 in their own backyard against run-
ners up of the last edition, Multan Sultans.
Multan Sultans’ – the winners of the sixth 
edition, will face Lahore Qalandars on April 
22 – the first HBL PSL X match hosted by 
Multan Cricket Stadium.
The newly constructed Lahore’s 

Gaddafi Stadium will welcome the 
tenth edition of the HBL PSL on April 
24 with home side Qalandars, winners 
of the seventh and eighth editions tak-
ing on Peshawar Zalmi.
Peshawar Zalmi, champions of the HBL 
PSL 2017 will play their five matches at 
the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, while 
the winners of the fourth edition, Quet-
ta Gladiators will play five matches at 
the Gaddafi Stadium.
HBL PSL Chief Executive Officer Salman 
Naseer:
“We are thrilled to officially announce the 
schedule for the historic 10th edition of 
the HBL Pakistan Super League. Over the 
past decade, the HBL PSL has grown into 
a globally recognized tournament, showcas-
ing the best of Pakistan’s cricketing talent.
“The fans in this year’s tournament will not 
only see high-profile international crick-
eters but will also witness 34 high-octane 
matches across four major cities—Karachi, 
Lahore, Multan, and Rawalpindi.
“As part of our commitment to expanding 
the reach of the HBL PSL, we are delighted 
to host an exhibition match in Peshawar be-
fore the start of the tournament, which is a 
significant step in bringing top-tier cricket 
to Peshawar, a city with a deep-rooted love 
for the game.
“We remain dedicated to enhancing the 
experience for players, fans, and stakehold-
ers, who have witnessed some breathtaking 

contests in the league over the years.”
HBL PSL X schedule
11 April – Islamabad United v Lahore Qa-
landars, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
12 April – Peshawar Zalmi v Quetta Gladi-
ators, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium; Karachi 
Kings v Multan Sultans, National Bank Sta-
dium, Karachi
13 April – Quetta Gladiators v Lahore Qa-
landars, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
14 April – Islamabad United v Peshawar 
Zalmi, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
15 April – Karachi Kings v Lahore Qaland-
ars, National Bank Stadium, Karachi
16 April – Islamabad United v Multan Sul-
tans, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
18 April – Karachi Kings v Quetta Gladia-
tors, National Bank Stadium, Karachi
19 April – Peshawar Zalmi v Multan Sul-
tans, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
20 April – Karachi Kings v Islamabad Unit-
ed, National Bank Stadium, Karachi
21 April – Karachi Kings v Peshawar Zalmi, 
National Bank Stadium, Karachi
22 April – Multan Sultans v Lahore Qaland-
ars, Multan Cricket Stadium
23 April – Multan Sultans v Islamabad Unit-
ed, Multan Cricket Stadium
24 April – Lahore Qalandars v Peshawar 
Zalmi, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
25 April – Quetta Gladiators v Karachi 
Kings, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
26 April – Lahore Qalandars v Multan Sul-
tans, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore

27 April – Quetta Gladiators v Peshawar 
Zalmi, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
29 April – Quetta Gladiators v Multan Sul-
tans, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
30 April – Lahore Qalandars v Islamabad 
United, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
1 May – Multan Sultans v Karachi Kings, 
Multan Cricket Stadium; Lahore Qalandars v 
Quetta Gladiators, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
2 May – Peshawar Zalmi v Islamabad Unit-
ed, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
3 May – Quetta Gladiators v Islamabad 
United, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
4 May – Lahore Qalandars v Karachi Kings, 
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore
5 May – Multan Sultans v Peshawar Zalmi, 
Multan Cricket Stadium
7 May – Islamabad United v Quetta Gladia-
tors, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
8 May – Peshawar Zalmi v Karachi Kings, 
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
9 May – Peshawar Zalmi v Lahore Qaland-
ars, Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium
10 May – Multan Sultans v Quetta Gladi-
ators, Multan Cricket Stadium; Islamabad 
United v Karachi Kings, Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium
13 May – Qualifier 1, Rawalpindi Cricket 
Stadium
14 May – Eliminator 1, Gaddafi Stadium, 
Lahore
16 May – Eliminator 2, Gaddafi Stadium, 
Lahore
18 May – Final, Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore

Senior players considering 
break from New Zealand tour

Pakistan is scheduled to play a 
white-ball series against New 

Zealand from March 16 to April 5

Sports Correspondent

LAHORE: Following a disappointing campaign in the 
Champions Trophy 2025, where Pakistan became the 
first team to be knocked out of the tournament, several 
senior players are reportedly considering taking a break 
from international cricket. According to reports, some 
key players may withdraw from the upcoming New Zea-
land tour, where Pakistan is scheduled to play a white-
ball series consisting of five T20Is and three ODIs from 
March 16 to April 5. Meanwhile, concerns over poor 
performances in the Champions Trophy have put several 
players at risk of being dropped from the squad. Senior 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) officials are reportedly dis-
appointed with the team’s performance, potentially lead-
ing to significant changes in the lineup. Reports suggest 
that some players are contemplating stepping back from 
the New Zealand tour to avoid being officially dropped 
from the squad. Among the names reportedly discussed 
in selection deliberations are Shaheen Afridi, Haris Rauf, 

Naseem Shah and Babar Azam. Additionally, the future 
of Aqib Javed as Pakistan’s interim head coach remains 
uncertain. With the team’s underwhelming Champions 
Trophy campaign, the PCB is unlikely to extend his ten-
ure and is actively exploring alternative coaching options 
ahead of the New Zealand series. The Men in Green en-
dured a winless campaign after their final group-stage 
match against Bangladesh in Rawalpindi was washed out 
on Thursday.  Rizwan-led Pakistan started their tourna-
ment on February 19 in Karachi against New Zealand. 
Batting first, the Blackcaps posted 320/5, courtesy of 
centuries from Will Young and Tom Latham. In reply, Pa-
kistan’s batting faltered, managing only 260 in 47.2 overs. 

Australian 
reach 

semifinal 
of the 

Champions 
Trophy

DNA
LAHORE: Australia se-
cured their place in the ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025 
semi-finals after their cru-
cial clash against Afghan-
istan was washed out due 
to rain at the Gaddafi Sta-
dium on Friday.  Australia, 
who started their campaign 
with a stunning victory 
over arch-rivals England, 
finished with four points as 
their remaining two match-
es ended in no results.
The two-time champions, 
as a result, became the 
first team to qualify for the 
Final Four from Group B, 
while Afghanistan are not 
all but out of the tourna-
ment even if England beat 
South Africa on Saturday 
as the Asian side are well 
behind the Proteas in terms 
of net run rate.  Chasing Af-
ghanistan’s 273-run target, 
Australia started aggres-
sively, with Head smashing 
a blistering fifty to give 
his side early momentum.

Trump 
demands 
return...
From Page 01

President Donald Trump 
has suggested that the Unit-
ed States should consider 
re-invading Afghanistan to 
reclaim military equipment 
left behind after the chaotic 
troop withdrawal in 2021. 
In remarks made during 
the first cabinet meeting of 
his second administration, 
Trump criticised the with-
drawal and discussed the 
billions of dollars worth of 
equipment left behind by 
the US military. Trump, 
who negotiated the initial 
withdrawal terms with the 
Taliban during his pres-
idency, was asked about 
holding military officers 
accountable for the flawed 
execution of the withdrawal 
under President Joe Biden.

Pakistan to 
send first 

astronaut...
From Page 01

programme a success but 
also explore new avenues 
and opportunities for the 
Pakistani youth. Briefing 
Pakistan’s journey in space 
exploration, Chairman SU-
PARCO Mohammad Yousuf 
Khan said Pakistan has its 
three observation satellites 
in space, which are fully 
operational. He added that 
by the end of this year, four 
other observation satellites 
will be launched to meet the 
requirement of increased 
converge time.  Since 2011, 
Pakistan has launched two 
communication satellites 
in the geostationary orbit. 
Pakistan-MMI satellite 
was launched in May last 
year, which is a milestone 
development towards re-
alizing digital Pakistan.

Macro 
economic 

conditions...
From Page 01

however the government 
would have to work further 
to improve conditions at 
the microeconomic level so 
that the fruits of economic 
progress could reach peo-
ple. He was speaking here 
during a meeting with a 
delegation of prominent 
industrialists and business-
men of the country. He 
said the government was 
working on priority basis 
for the promotion of indus-
try and business. Business 
community and industrial-
ists were backbone of the 
country’s economy and it 
was our top priority to re-
solve issues facing them.

Dar thanks 
Azerbaijan 
for warm...

From Page 01
the implementation of the 
decisions made regarding 
trade and investment during 
that visit. During the visit, 
speaking at a joint news 
conference with Azerbaijan 
President, PM said that all 
political parties in Pakistan 
are united in their efforts to 
strengthen ties with Azer-
baijan. He stressed that the 
cordial relationship between 
the two countries should 
be expanded to include 
economic cooperation.

Lance Domm hails Pakistan’s 
hosting of Champions Trophy
Lance Domm shared his thoughts on the 
tournament, the unifying power of cricket

 
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Lance Domm, 
the British Deputy High 
Commissioner in Karachi, 
expressed his disappoint-
ment over the early exits of 
both England and Pakistan 
from the ICC Champions 
Trophy but commended Pa-
kistan’s efforts in hosting a 
“fantastic tournament.” 
In an exclusive interview with 
Geo News, Domm shared his 
thoughts on the tournament, 
the unifying power of cricket, 
and his plans to explore Ka-
rachi during his tenure. The 
ICC Champions Trophy, the 
first ICC event held in Paki-
stan in 29 years, has brought 
teams and fans from across 
the globe to the country.  
However, the tournament saw 
disappointing performances 
from both Pakistan and Eng-
land, leading to their early 
eliminations. Despite their 
exit, England will play their 
final match against South 
Africa in Karachi. Domm ad-

mitted his disappointment 
over his favorite teams bow-
ing out early.   “I know, it’s a 
great shame. I was hoping for 
a Pakistan-England final. But 
unfortunately, it’s not going to 
happen,” he said. Reflecting 
on England’s performance, 
he added, “I think it’s a ques-
tion of confidence. I’m sure 
England and Pakistan will be 
back as winning teams again.”  
He also shared his experi-
ence of watching the Paki-
stan-New Zealand match in 
Karachi.  “I was at the Pa-
kistan-New Zealand match. 

And it was a brilliantly host-
ed event. The stadium was 
fantastic. The atmosphere 
was wonderful. Unfortu-
nately, the result didn’t go 
the way we were hoping,” 
he said. Domm lauded Paki-
stan for organizing the tour-
nament in a spectacular 
manner, emphasising that, 
despite the on-field set-
backs, the event has been 
a success.  “Even though 
Pakistan and England hav-
en’t performed well, I want 
to congratulate Pakistan 
for organizing a fantastic 

tournament,” he said. High-
lighting the role of sports 
in fostering unity, Domm 
remarked, “The culture of 
cricket is something spe-
cial. Pakistan and England 
share a deep passion for the 
game. It’s a wonderful way 
to bring people together.”
He noted the camaraderie 
among fans from differ-
ent countries, particular-
ly between Pakistan and 
England.  “One of the best 
aspects of this tournament 
has been seeing fans from 
Pakistan and England min-
gling and enjoying their 
time together in Karachi 
and other cities,” he added.
Domm also reminisced 
about his childhood memo-
ries of watching Pakistan’s 
legendary fast bowler Wasi-
mAkram dominate Eng-
land’s batting lineup.  “As 
a kid, I watched cricket on 
TV, and my first memory is 
of WasimAkram dismantling 
England’s batting. He was 
fantastic,” he recalled with 
a smile. When discussing 
the current Pakistan crick-
et team, Domm acknowl-
edged their recent struggles 
but remained optimistic.

Sinner stripped of 
Laureus awards

‘Jannik and his team have been 
informed,’ says Fitzpatrick

ROME: Jannik Sinner had his nomination for the prestig-
ious Laureus Sportsman of the Year award withdrawn on 
Thursday after he was banned for three months following 
two failed drug tests, an official said. The world number one 
from Italy, who is the reigning US Open and Australian Open 
champion, twice tested positive for traces of the banned an-
abolic steroid clostebol in March last year. “Following dis-
cussions by the Laureus Academy it has been decided that 
Jannik Sinner´s nomination for this year´s Laureus World 
Sportsman of the Year Award is to be withdrawn,” said the 
awards body chairman Sean Fitzpatrick, the former New 
Zealand rugby union great. “We have followed this case, 
the decisions of the relevant global bodies and - whilst we 
note the extenuating circumstances involved - feel that 
the three-month ban renders the nomination ineligible. 
“Jannik and his team have been informed.” – Agencies

FIH Hockey Nations 
Cup in June

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The third edition of the International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) Hockey Nations Cup (men) will take 
place in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from June 15 to 21.
The tournament will involve eight participating teams, 
with the winners qualifying for the 2025-26 FIH Hock-
ey Pro League. The teams include Pakistan, France, 
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, South Africa 
and Wales, said a press release. Commenting on the 
announcement the Malaysian Hockey Confederation 
President, Subahan bin Kamal said, “The Malaysian 
Hockey Confederation is delighted and privileged to 
host the FIH Hockey Nations Cup 2024-25 in Kuala 
Lumpur.” FIH President TayyabIkram said, “On be-
half of FIH, I’d like to extend our sincerest gratitude 
to our Malaysian friends. I already wish everyone, and 
first and foremost the athletes, to make the most of 
this experience to grow, and reach the next level”.
The FIH Hockey Nations Cup was launched in 2021 
with the aim of offering a top-level competition to the 
best-ranked teams not participating in the FIH Hockey 
Pro League and giving the winning team the option to 
be promoted to the FIH Hockey Pro League the next 
season, precisely. The first two editions were played in 
Potchefstroom, South Africa (2022) and Gniezno, Po-
land (2024). The inaugural Nations Cup (men) was won 
by South Africa, the following one by New Zealand.

GIKI holds Squash 
Championship

ISLAMABAD: The Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute of En-
gineering Sciences and Technology (GIKI) organized a 
Squash Championship at its state-of-the-art sports complex 
of the Institute. The sport event was graced by AdilKhat-
tak, Member of the Board of Governors, GIK Institute, as 
the Chief Guest, said a press release. The squash champi-
onship of GIK witnessed a thrilling final match between 
teams comprising faculty members and students, deliv-
ering an intense showdown. The audience, including stu-
dents, faculty, and staff, enthusiastically cheered up the 
teams who displayed remarkable dexterity skill, resilience, 
and sportsmanship throughout the contest. – DNA
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Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan must protect common interests and increase business relations: Atif Ikram

DNA

Islamabad: Awaz Baig 
Atakhanov, Ambassador of Kyr-
gyzstan, visited the Federation of 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry.President FPCCI 
Atif Ikram Sheikh, Vice President 
Tariq Jadoon, Chairman Capital 
Office Karim Aziz Malik, Advisor 
to President Afshan Malik, Advi-
sor to President Sheikh Pervez, 
Convenor Diplomatic Committee 
Muhammad Ahmed, Chairman 
Coordination Malik Sohail and 
others welcomed the Kyrgyz Am-
bassador.Talking about the cere-
mony organized on this occasion, 
the Kyrgyz ambassador said that 
strengthening relations with Pa-
kistan is among the priorities of 
Kyrgyzstan, the establishment 

of a joint economic commission 
between the two countries is 
expected this year.Pakistan and 
Kyrgyzstan are brother countries, 
both countries are connected in 
culture and geographically, Pa-
kistan and Kyrgyzstan are closer 
even the flight time from Islam-

abad to Bishkek is less than Ka-
rachi. FPCCI is playing a role in 
establishing relations with the 
international community. The 
Kyrgyz Ambassador said that Pa-
kistan and Kyrgyzstan Business 
Council will play a role in provid-
ing facilities to the business com-

munity of both countries. Last 
year, trade between the two coun-
tries was 16 million dollars, which 
they want to increase. Eighteen 
thousand Pakistani students are 
studying in Kyrgyzstan. We have 
increased the trade with China 
to 22 billion dollars annually.
CPEC project has excellent high-
ways CPEC will be the cheapest 
route for Central Asian countries. 
Trucks between Pakistan and 
Kyrgyzstan have to pass through 
Afghanistan. In the last 40 years, 
there have been several revolu-
tions, including independence 
from the Soviet Union. There are 
direct flights between Kyrgyzstan 
and Pakistan, work is going on 
with Pakistan on CASA 1000, we 
have tripled the GDP rate in the 
last few years, Kyrgyzstan is rich 
in hydropower.Surplus electric-
ity can be given to Pakistan in 

summer. President Federation of 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) Atif Ikram 
Shaikh while addressing the event 
said that both Kyrgyzstan and 
Pakistan must protect common 
interests and increase business 
relations. Banking channels 
should be created to increase bi-
lateral trade. There are important 
relations between the two coun-
tries. There is a need to increase 
economic ties for the prosperity 
of the people of both countries. 
President of Pak-Kyrgyz Business 
Council Mubarak Rahim Khan 
while addressing the event said that 
Kyrgyz ambassadors are interested 
in learning Pakistani languages.It 
is important for both countries 
to promote trade and economic 
relations, the Kyrgyz ambassador 
can play an important role in 
promoting bilateral relations.

Strengthening relations with Pak 
among  priorities, says Kyrgyz envoy

Briefs
PSX loses 

532 points
ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) loses 
532.64 points on Friday, a 
negative change of 0.47 per-
cent, closing at 113,251.67 
points as compared to 
113,784.31 points on the 
last trading day. A total of 
472,078,779 shares were 
traded during the day as 
compared to 397,393,389  
shares the previous trading 
day, whereas the price of 
shares stood at Rs22.778 
billion against Rs19.327 
billion on the last trading 
day. As many as 444 compa-
nies transacted their shares 
in the stock market,119 
of them recorded gains 
and 263 sustained losses, 
whereas the share price 
of 62 companies remained 
unchanged. The three top 
trading companies were 
Pak International Bulk 
with 52,248,016 shares at 
Rs.9.60 per share, WorldCall 
Telecom with 43,457,950 
shares at Rs.1.41 per share 
and National Bank XD 
with 28,271,548 shares at 
Rs.80.01 per share. —APP

Gold price 
decreases by 
Rs.2,500 per 

tola
ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
decreased by Rs.2,500 and 
was sold at Rs 300,500 on 
Thursday against its sale 
at Rs300,000 on previous 
trading day, All Pakistan 
Sarafa Gems and Jewelers 
Association reported.
The price of 10 grams of 24 
karat gold also decreased by 
Rs 2,143 to Rs 257,639 from 
Rs. 259,773 whereas that of 
10 gram 22 karat went down 
by Rs.1,964 to Rs 236,169 
from Rs. 238,133.
The prices of per tola sil-
ver declined by Rs.64 to 
Rs.3,250 whereas that of 
ten gram silver decreased 
by Rs.55 to Rs.2,786.
The price of gold in the 
international market de-
creased by $24 to $2,863 
from $2,887   whereas the 
prices of silver in interna-
tional market declined by 
$0.65 to $31.14, the Associ-
ation reported.—APP

Rupee gains 
06 paisa 

against dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Friday appreciated by 06 
paisa against the US Dollar 
in the interbank trading and 
closed at Rs279.66 against 
the previous day’s closing 
of Rs279.72. However, ac-
cording to the Forex Associ-
ation of Pakistan (FAP), the 
buying and selling rates of 
the dollar in the open mar-
ket stood at Rs280.10 and 
Rs281.60, respectively.
The price of the Euro de-
creased by Rs2.06 to close 
at Rs290.86 against the last 
day’s closing of Rs292.92, 
according to the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP). The Jap-
anese yen came down by 02 
paisa and closed at Rs1.85, 
whereas a decrease of Rs 
2.26 was witnessed in the 
exchange rate of the British 
Pound, which was traded 
at Rs352.17 as compared 
to the last day’s closing of 
Rs354.43. The exchange 
rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and the Saudi Riyal 
decreased by 01 paisa each 
to close at Rs 76.15 and 
Rs74.57 respectively.—APP

Envoy 
Hashmi, DG 

Guizhou 
discuss 

cooperation
BEIJING: Pakistan Am-
bassador to China, Khalil 
Hashmi held a meeting with 
Director General, Foreign 
Affairs Office of Guizhou 
Province of China, Tao 
Pingsheng here at Pakistan 
Embassy. During the meet-
ing, the two sides discussed 
existing potential of coop-
eration between Pakistan 
and Guizhou. They also 
discussed ways to harness 
this into practical coopera-
tion between the two sides. 
Today, I received Mr. Tao 
Pingsheng, Director Gener-
al, Foreign Affairs Office of 
Guizhou province of China 
at @PakinChina_. We dis-
cussed the existing poten-
tial of cooperation between 
Pakistan and Guizhou and 
discussed ways to harness 
this into practical coopera-
tion between our two sides, 
the ambassador posted on 
social media platform X af-
ter the meeting.—APP

Parents rush 
to vaccinate 

kids after 
measles 
outbreak 

hits Texas
Lubbock: Five-year-old 
Shado is one of dozens of 
children being rushed to 
a health center in the US 
state of Texas to get the 
measles vaccine, after the 
recent death in the area 
of a child who was not im-
munized against the highly 
contagious virus. “Look at 
you, you’re so brave,” the 
nurse administering the 
shot tells the young girl, 
who is sitting on her fa-
ther’s lap. The death came 
as immunization rates have 
declined nationwide, with 
the latest cases in the west 
Texas town of Lubbock 
concentrated in a Mennon-
ite religious community 
that has historically shown 
vaccine hesitancy. Mark 
Medina brought his chil-
dren, Shado and her broth-
er Azazel, after they heard 
about that death. “It kind of 
sparked fear and we’re like, 
‘Alright, it’s time to go get 
vaccinated. Let’s go,’” the 
31-year-old father told AFP. 
Rachel Dolan, a Lubbock 
health official, said the ini-
tial outbreak spread rapid-
ly through the community 
south of the town, potential-
ly fueled by a lack of vacci-
nation.—APP

Italian Jews 
call for end 
to ‘ethnic 

cleansing’ in 
Palestinian 
territories

ROME: More than 200 
Italian Jews have signed 
an appeal against “ethnic 
cleansing” in the Palestin-
ian territories, provoking 
strong media reaction and 
dividing the country’s Jew-
ish community. Writers, 
academics, philosophers 
and journalists were among 
the 220 signatories of the 
text, which was published 
in daily newspapers La Re-
pubblica and Il Manifesto. 
It claimed that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump “wants 
to expel Palestinians from 
Gaza. Meanwhile in the 
West Bank the violence of 
the Israeli government and 
settlers continues.” “Ital-
ian Jews say no to ethnic 
cleansing. Italy must not be 
an accomplice,” they added. 
The call aims to “bring out 
a clear and strong Jewish 
voice of disapproval,” said 
the Jewish Antiracist Lab-
oratory, a group of young 
Jewish-origin Italians which 
is behind the petition.
The organization said it was 
“opposed to the annexation 
of Palestinian territories 
by Israel and all forms of 
anti-Semitism.”The head of 
the Jewish community in 
Rome, Victor Fadlun, crit-
icized what he said was a 
“dishonorable” initiative at 
a time when Israel was hold-
ing the funerals of three for-
mer hostages.—APP 

Ethiopia, 
Somalia reaffirm 

ties after 
diplomatic row

MOGADISHU: Ethio-
pia’s Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed visited Somalia on 
Thursday and met with its 
President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud to reinforce their 
fragile reconciliation after 
a row over ties to a separa-
tist region. They discussed 
topics “including peace and 
security, economy, diplo-
macy and potential to build 
joint infrastructure,” Ahmed 
said in a message on X af-
terwards. The Somali gov-
ernment said in a statement 
ahead of the meeting that 
they would also discuss “the 
fight against terrorism in the 
region.” Residents reported 
mortar attacks in areas near 
Mogadishu airport shortly 
after the visiting delegation 
passed through it en route 
to the presidential palace. It 
was unclear whether the at-
tacks were linked to Abiy’s 
arrival. Security officials at 
the airport said Abiy’s dele-
gation safely left the airport 
without incident. Somalia’s 
security situation is highly 
volatile, with the Islamist 
Al-Shabab group maintain-
ing a presence in the coun-
try. “Two rounds of mortar 
shells landed in Bulohubey 
neighborhood. An elderly 
woman was wounded after 
the shell exploded close to 
her house,” local resident 
Abdiraham Hassan told 
AFP. A member of Ethio-
pia’s delegation told AFP 
they had not been aware of 
any mortar attacks.—APP

PNS Yarmook participates 
in defence show in Abu Dhabi

During its stay, PNS YARMOOK remained open to visitors and welcomed numerous officials  
from the armed forces, business, and corporate sectors

DNA

Abu Dhabi: 	 PNS YAR-
MOOK, along with its embarked 
helicopter, visited Abu Dhabi to 
participate in the Internation-
al Defence Exhibition (IDEX) 
and Naval Defence Exhibition 
(NAVDEX) 2025. The event saw 
participation from 65 countries, 
including naval vessels from 
eight nations. Upon arrival, the 
ship was warmly received by the 
Ambassador of Pakistan to the 
UAE and the Head of the IDEX/
NAVDEX Committee, UAE, 
amidst the melodious tunes of 
the UAE Navy Band. During the 
port visit, the Commanding Of-
ficer called on various dignitaries 
and discussed matters of mutual 
interest. During its stay, PNS 
YARMOOK remained open to 
visitors and welcomed numerous 
officials from the armed forces, 
business, and corporate sectors. 
Distinguished visitors included 

the UAE’s Minister of Tolerance 
and Coexistence, Romania’s Min-
ister of National Defence, Yem-
en’s Defence Minister, the Chief 
of the Romanian Naval Forces, 
the Chief of Staff of the Egyptian 
Naval Forces, the Commander of 
the Royal Saudi Naval Forces, the 
Commander of the Royal Bahrain 
Navy, and the CEO of DAMEN 
Shipyard. Additionally, the ship 
hosted Pakistan’s Secretary of 
Defence Production, the Ambas-
sador of Pakistan to the UAE, the 
Deputy Chief of Naval Staff (Op-
erations), representatives of the 
UAE Armed Forces, and other no-
table figures from the internation-
al and Pakistani communities. Pa-
kistan’s participation in NAVDEX 
2025 highlights its strong defence 
ties with the UAE and its active 
role in global maritime security 
initiatives. Upon departure, PNS 
YARMOOK also conducted a pas-
sage exercise with the UAE Navy 
Ship AL EMARAT.
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How tiny Indian village 
became YouTube hub

NEW DELHI:  Always drawn to the Indian film scene, Gyanendra Shukla left his banking job in 2014, dreaming of a future 
in motion pictures. Unfamiliar with the industry’s ins and outs, he spent years experimenting — until one day, everything 
clicked, bringing the spotlight not only to him, but also his tiny village. It was a part of the 2003 Indian comedy drama 
“Munna Bhai M.B.B.S” that made Shukla study the technical aspects of filmmaking. “At the end of the movie, they were 
showing behind-the-scenes cuts and all and that really impressed me,” Shukla told Arab News. In 2018, he and his friend 
created a comedy channel “Being Chhattisgarhiya” — the first YouTube channel in Tulsi, a village of 15,000 in the central 
Indian state of Chhattisgarh. “The film got a good response and people appreciated it, and this was a big encouragement 
for us,” Shukla said. “In 2018, YouTube was not a big thing ... Initially, me and my friend were not aware about editing and 
all. We would rehearse our part and record it and upload. Later on, we came to know the concept of editing and gradually 
through the Internet we learnt editing.” Slowly, they would start to involve their neighbors and other villagers in the 
project. Seven years into the YouTube channel, Shukla now has a team of 200 people, and dozens of others in Tulsi who 
followed in his footsteps and became content creators. “There are around 40 YouTube channels in the village and many 
of them make a livelihood out of (it) ... My channel has 127,000 subscribers. (Per month) we usually earn 35,000 rupees 
($410).” As production costs can be high, not all of Tulsi’s content creators are able to support their families solely from 
the platform. While the business is booming in the village, the majority of them still take on side jobs. Shukla himself does 
wedding shots to earn extra income. “If you have 1,000 subscribers, your monetization process starts. I advise people to 
have a second source of income,” he said. “But it feels nice that my village has got international attention. What we are 
telling through YouTube is our stories, showcasing our cultures and immense talent that the new generation of villag-
ers has.” The success of the village content creators caught the attention of local officials. In 2023, impressed by their 
achievements, the state government set up a digital studio in the village. Named Hummer Flix, it is equipped with gim-
bals, cameras, computer systems and other film-shooting equipment, including drones. “The studio is a recognition of 
the local talents. Hope more new talents will come out and they will make movies which go international and attract 
attention of the wider audience,” Gulab Singh Yadav, former village head and member of the village committee, 
told Arab News. About 2.5 billion people use YouTube each month, with India being one of the platform’s largest 
markets. Shukla’s “Being Chhattisgarhiya” alone has cumulative viewership exceeding 250 million. “The village has 
got a new identity because of the YouTubers. The attention it receives is amazing,” Yadav said. “It’s not the village 
but the culture and local ways of life too that are getting worldwide attention due to these YouTubers.” Rahul Verma, 
another Tulsi village content creator, has focused on short comedic stories in his “Fun Tapri” channel. It has so far 
reached 3,000 subscribers, but he plans to expand production and find his niche in longer films. “I am a commerce 
graduate. Filmmaking was not my area of study. But I got inspired by the success of YouTube channels from my village and 
started this venture,” he said. “In Tulsi village, the whole atmosphere is creative. Not only the individuals who make films 
who are involved, but even the villagers too. This is unique and that makes this village different.—DNA

UN Police’s engagement 
in improving  eacekeeping 

operations urged
UNITED NATIONS: Describing United Nations Police as a cornerstone of global peacekeeping, Pakistan has called for 
the inclusion of their perspectives in U.N.’s flagship activity that helps countries in conflict transition to peace. “Their 
(UN Police) insights make a critical difference in improving peacekeeping operations,” Ambassador Munir Akram, perma-
nent representative of Pakistan to the UN, told UN Security Council which met to discuss UN support to conflict-affected 
countries. “It is crucial that perspectives of the UN Police be included in decision-making on peacekeeping missions, 
including mission planning and resourcing.” Ambassador Akram also underscored the need for realistic mandates to 
ensure the success of peacekeeping operations. “In the situations, where a rapid deployment of Formed Police Units, in-
stead of military, is necessary, the deployment should be based on clear and achievable mandates and supported by adequate 
resources,” he said. The Pakistani envoy said that policing in peacekeeping operations needs to evolve in a way that is capable 
of addressing complex, non-traditional threats involving organized crime, human trafficking, terrorism and weaponization of 
technology. In this regard, he emphasized the need for employing technology to enable the UN police to fulfill its mandate. 
“The UN police must receive adequate training and capacity building and should integrate technology in its operations by using 
tools such as Generative Artificial Intelligence, virtual reality (VR) tools, drones, surveillance equipment, and data analytics.” 
He said that there was also the imperative of prioritizing capacity building, institutional development and rebuilding local law 
enforcement structures of the host government, to ensure sustainable peace and stability, considering the crucial role of the 
UN Police in the post-conflict transitions. As a longstanding contributor, he said Pakistan has deployed 50 Formed Police Units 
(FPUs) in UN peace operations across Haiti, Darfur, East Timor, and Ivory Coast. Demonstrating unwavering dedication to 
public service and international peace, 11 Pakistani police personnel have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty, the 
Pakistani envoy said, adding that the current readiness of a Pakistani FPU on the Rapid Deployment Level (RDL) underscores 
the country’s preparedness for international peacekeeping efforts. Ambassador Akram said that Pakistani police officers are 
recognized for their professionalism and commitment under the UN Police (UNPOL) banner. He said that Police Advisor Faisal 
Shahkar represented Pakistan at the highest levels, while Shahzadi Gulfam became the first-ever recipient of the International 
Female Police Peacekeeper Award in 2011. Earlier, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations, said 
that today’s meeting offers the opportunity to discuss a critical question: “How can we position United Nations police to be 
prepared for the future and the challenges that, even as they evolve, retain many known aspects?” Such challenges, he noted, 
include lack of adherence to the rule of law, corruption, disregard for international law, transnational organized crime and 
human-rights violations. Further, he underlined the need to work collectively to ensure that United Nations police are properly 
prepared, equipped and resourced “to meet whatever tomorrow brings”.—DNA

Ramzan  
Relief Package  

launched
 ISLAMABAD: Minister for Industries and Production Rana 
Tanveer Hussain on Friday launched the Ramazan Relief 
Package 2025 at a Utility Store in Sector G-9,  Islamabad.
Speaking at the occasion, the minister said that Ramazan is 
a month of blessings, and everyone should come forward to 
help those in need. The government is taking all possible 
steps to provide maximum relief to the public and ease the 
burden of inflation by ensuring the availability of essential 
commodities at affordable prices, said a news release.
As per the special directives of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, a total of Rs 20 billion has been allocated for 
the Ramazan Relief Package, benefiting citizens across 
the country, including Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jam-
mu & Kashmir. Under this package, the USC is offer-
ing discounts of up to 15% on more than 800 branded 
essential items. To further facilitate the public, store 
timings have been extended, and all stores nationwide 
will remain open from 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM. The min-
ister directed the authorities to ensure the quality and 
quantity of subsidized items at all outlets. He empha-
sized strict monitoring to guarantee the availability of 
essential commodities at fair prices. He also announced 
that he would personally supervise the implementation 
of the relief package and conduct surprise visits to var-
ious Utility Stores throughout Ramzan to identify and 
address any inefficiencies.
Tanveer reiterated the government’s commitment to 
serving the people and called upon every citizen to play 
their role in making Ramazan truly meaningful through 
acts of generosity and kindness.—APP

CDA generates 
over Rs. 1.5b 

revenue through 
open auction

ISLAMABAD: The four-day successful Open Auction of 
Commercial Plots, organized by the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) has concluded. During the four-
day auction, 17 commercial plots of different categories 
and 15 shops of Blue Area Parking Plaza were sold for 
Rs. 23.404 billion. On the final day of the auction, 15 
constructed shops in Blue Area Parking Plaza were sold 
for over Rs. 1.555 billion.   Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa thanked the investors for their participation, 
stating that the participation of investors in large num-
ber reflects their confidence in CDA. He assured that the 
revenue generated from the auction would be utilized for 
providing facilities to the residents of Islamabad including 
the investors.   He further emphasized that the participat-
ing investors are partners in the development of city and 
progress of the city. He added that improvements in the 
authority are being made in light of the suggestions of busi-
ness community and investors.   The auction was super-
vised by a committee headed by the CDA Member Finance, 
with the Director of Estate Management-II serving as the 
secretary. All arrangements for the auction were made by 
the Estate Management-II Directorate. The committee en-
sured transparency and a competitive environment for the 
auction. Chairman CDA commended the auction commit-
tee for successfully conducting a fair and transparent auc-
tion.   During the four-day commercial plots auction various 
categories of commercial plots in developed sectors and 
Commercial Marakaz of Islamabad were offered for invest-
ment. —DNA
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IslamabadPOST
Briefs
PM meets 

newly minted 
cabinet 

members
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Friday held a meeting with 
newly minted federal minis-
ters, ministers of state, and 
advisors, including mem-
bers of the federal cabinet.
Prime Minister Sharif host-
ed a dinner in honour of the 
new cabinet members, and 
during the meeting, discus-
sions were held on the coun-
try’s political and economic 
situation. During his inter-
action with the new cabinet 
members, the PM asserted 
that their selection was 
based on their abilities and 
qualifications, and that all of 
them were answerable to Al-
lah Almighty and the people. 
The Prime Minister further 
mentioned that there had 
been a significant reduction 
in inflation, an increase in 
foreign exchange reserves, 
and remittances within a 
year. He assured that efforts 
would continue to further 
improve economic indica-
tors in the coming years.
Mr. Sharif also said that he 
would personally monitor 
the regular and continuous 
review of the performance 
of all federal ministers and 
other cabinet members. He 
lauded the services of all pub-
lic representatives, stating 
that their contributions were 
commendable. Meanwhile, 
the new members of the 
federal cabinet reaffirmed 
their commitment to playing 
an active role in the develop-
ment of the country and the 
welfare of the people. The 
participants also congrat-
ulated the premier for the 
recent economic progress.

Dozens 
missing 
in Indian 
avalanche

New Delhi: At least 41 
road workers have been 
trapped after a massive ava-
lanche struck a remote bor-
der area in the northern In-
dian state of Uttarakhand, 
officials say. Police spokes-
person IG NileshAnand-
Bharne told ANI news 
agency that 16 workers had 
been rescued and moved to 
an army camp nearby. The 
avalanche hit a camp of the 
Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) in Mana in Uttara-
khand which shares a bor-
der with Tibet, officials say.
A senior district official, 
Sandeep Tiwari, told BBC 
Hindi that there was no in-
formation yet about wheth-
er there were fatalities.
Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
confirmed on X that rescue 
work was being carried out 
by the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police, the BRO and other 
teams. Ambulances and 
emergency teams have been 
dispatched, but treacherous 
conditions continue to pose 
challenges for rescuers. 
Colonel Ankur Mahajan, a 
commander with the BRO, 
told the Hindustan Times 
newspaper that those who 
have been rescued are re-
ceiving treatment “but the 
extent of their injuries is 
unclear”. Gaurav Kunwar, 
a former village council 
member of Mana, told 
BBC News that details of 
the incident were sketchy. 
“No-one lives there perma-
nently. It’s a migratory area 
and only labourers working 
on border roads stay there 
in the winter. There’s also 
some army presence there. 
We’ve heard that it has 
been raining in the area 
for two days. – Agencies

CB judge 
questions 

ATC ruling
Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD:Justice Mu-
hammad Ali Mazhar ob-
served that the wording 
in the verdicts of Anti-Ter-
rorism Courts (ATCs) in 
Lahore and Islamabad 
regarding the transfer of 
May 9 accused to military 
custody was identical. 
This prompted Justice Ja-
mal Khan Mandokhel to 
remark that it seems ATC 
judges were weak in Eng-
lish. A seven-member Con-
stitutional Bench led by 
Justice Amin ud-Din Khan 
heard intra-court appeals 
challenging the trial of ci-
vilians in military court. At 
the outset of the hearing, 
Civil Society lawyer Faisal 
Siddiqui argued that com-
manding officers had sub-
mitted requests to transfer 
the May 9 accused for mili-
tary trial. He noted that the 
request began with a sen-
tence that it was an official 
secret case as per initial 
investigation, said Faisal 
Siddiqui. “This is an admis-
sion by the commanding 
officer that the investiga-
tion was incomplete,” Sid-
diqui asserted. He further 
argued that the ATC’s 
reasoning for transferring 
the accused to military 
custody fare absurd. He 
said the ATC administra-
tive judge issued order for 
handing over of accused’s 
custody for military trials. 
The ATC declared the ac-
cused guilty before com-
pletion of the investigation.

Hungary’s support for Pak 
UNSC election acknowledged
Speaker National Assembly of Pakistan Ayaz Sadiq 

meets president of Hungary Tamás Sulyokt
News Desk

Budapest: Speaker National Assembly 
SardarAyazSadiq, Friday reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to a principled, non-
aligned foreign policy during his meeting 
with the President of Hungary, Mr. Tamás-
Sulyok, in Budapest. According to the mes-
sage received from Budapest, Hungary, 
AyazSadiq is leading a high-level parliamen-
tary delegation on an official visit to Hunga-
ry to strengthen bilateral ties and celebrate 
60 years of diplomatic relations between 
the two nations. NA Speaker was warmly 
received at Sandor Palace, the historic resi-
dence of the President of Hungary.
In the meeting, he expressed gratitude for 
Hungary’s support in Pakistan’s successful 
election to the United Nations Security 
Council, acknowledging it as a recognition 
of Pakistan’s impartial and balanced foreign 
policy. He highlighted that Hungary’s vote 
was a testament to the strong bilateral rela-
tions between the two nations.
SardarAyazSadiq termed Pakistan and Hun-
gary as “naturally aligned partners” and 
appreciated Hungary’s independent stance 
on global issues. He acknowledged the Hun-
garian leadership’s wisdom in safeguarding 
national interests while praising President 
TamásSulyok’s stance on non-alignment, 
which is crucial in preventing global con-
flicts and ensuring peace and stability.
While reviewing the geopolitical situation, 
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq drew attention 
to the long-standing Afghan crisis, high-
lighting that Pakistan continues to host 4.6 

million Afghan refugees, bearing the conse-
quences of prolonged regional instability.
He also underscored the global parliamen-
tary community’s responsibility in facilitat-
ing a peaceful resolution for Kashmir and 
Palestine as per the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Kashmir and Palestine.
Both sides also discussed the situation in 
Europe following the Ukraine war and ex-
pressed hope for its peaceful resolution, 
bringing political and economic stability 
to the world. NA Speaker praised Hunga-
ry’s initiative of offering 500 scholarships 
annually to Pakistani students. He noted 
that over 1,500 Pakistani students are cur-
rently pursuing higher education in Hunga-

ry, further strengthening bilateral ties and 
people-to-people contacts. He reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment to deepening its 
partnership with Hungary and expressed 
optimism for continued collaboration 
across multiple sectors to ensure mutual 
prosperity and regional stability.
Speaker SardarAyazSadiq commended 
Hungary’s decision to join the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) as the only European 
country to do so, emphasizing the impor-
tance of connectivity for global prosperity.
Moreover, he highlighted Pakistan’s stra-
tegic role in the initiative, particularly the 
significance of Gwadar Port as a key trade 
gateway linking Europe, China, and Cen-

tral Asia. He stressed that enhanced trade 
routes and infrastructure development 
were crucial for mutually beneficial eco-
nomic growth. He also appreciated Hunga-
ry’s recognition of Pakistan’s democratic 
and economic progress and highlighted the 
potential for collaboration in agriculture, in-
frastructure, railways, and water security.
In addition, he called for increased trade 
and investment partnerships between the 
two nations. President TamásSulyok com-
mended Pakistan’s principled stance on 
global issues, noting that it upholds mor-
al values without aligning with or against 
any particular side. He emphasized that 
non-alignment is crucial in preventing the 
world from further descending into war and 
conflict. The President also highlighted the 
significant potential for expanding bilateral 
cooperation in key sectors such as agricul-
ture, infrastructure development, railway 
enhancement, and water security.
Additionally, President TamásSulyok ex-
pressed satisfaction with Pakistan’s re-
cent progress in strengthening its demo-
cratic institutions and economic stability, 
reaffirming Budapest’s positive outlook 
on the country’s ongoing developments. 
This visit marks the 60th anniversary of 
Pakistan-Hungary diplomatic relations. 
Speaker SardarAyazSadiq is accompanied 
by a distinguished 7-member parliamen-
tary delegation, including MNAs former 
Prime Minister & former NA Speaker 
Raja Pervez Ashraf, Ms. Shazia Marri, 
Mr. Rafique Ahmed Jamali, Mr. Nadeem 
Abbas, Ms. Munaza Hassan, Mr. Saleem-
Rehman, and Mr. Arshad Abdullah Vohra.
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Islamabad: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif witnesses exchange of an agreement between SUPRACO 
and China Manned Space Agency with regard to manned space mission of Pakistan. – DNA

China to face added 10% tariff 
starting in March: Trump

Earlier this month, Trump 
imposed a sweeping 10 percent 
tariff hike on imports from China, 
prompting Beijing to retaliate

Foreign Desk

Washington: US President Donald 
Trump said Thursday he would impose 
an additional 10 percent tariff on Chinese 
imports while moving ahead with levies on 
Canada and Mexico next week, citing "un-
acceptable" drug smuggling. Markets open-
ing in Asia on Friday tracked losses across 
the world from the previous day, as the Re-
publican's latest comments fanned fears of 
a global trade war. Trump had announced 
-- then halted -- sweeping 25 percent lev-
ies on Canadian and Mexican imports this 
month over illegal immigration and deadly 
fentanyl, with Canadian energy to face a 
lower rate. But the month-long pause ends 
Tuesday. Following reporters' questions 
on whether he planned to proceed on the 
tariffs next week, Trump wrote on social 
media Thursday that until the problem of 
fentanyl stops "or is seriously limited," the 
proposed levies will happen as scheduled. 
"China will likewise be charged an addition-

al 10 percent Tariff on that date," he added, 
referring to March 4. Earlier this month, 
Trump imposed a sweeping 10 percent tar-
iff hike on imports from China, prompting 
Beijing to retaliate. A US official confirmed 
to AFP that the new 10 percent levy adds 
to the existing one over fentanyl, saying 
that there has been "insufficient progress" 
on the drug front. The official added that 
Washington had to act against all three 
countries in order to tackle the fentanyl 
issue. On Thursday, Chinese Commerce 
Minister Wang Wentao expressed con-
cerns over Washington's earlier 10 percent 
tariff. "China firmly opposes this and has 
taken corresponding countermeasures," 
Wang said in a letter to newly confirmed 
US Trade Representative (USTR) Jamie-
son Greer. China's leadership will convene 
next week to hammer out plans to shield its 
economy from Trump's threats. Mexican 
President Claudia Sheinbaum on Thurs-
day said she hoped to speak with Trump 
to avoid being hit by his threatened tar-
iffs. A high-level Mexican delegation is in 
Washington in search of an agreement. And 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said 
officials are working around the clock to avert 
US levies but would have an "immediate" re-
sponse if measures were imposed next week.

Talks resume in 
Cairo on 2nd phase 

of Gaza ceasefire
Israeli, Qatari and US delegations already in Cairo 
for ‘intensive’ talks on next stage of the ceasefire

CAIRO: Talks resume in Cairo Friday on a second phase of an Israel-Hamas ceasefire that 
mediators hope will bring a lasting end to the Gaza conflict, a day after Israel’s military 
acknowledged its “complete failure” to prevent the 2023 Hamas attack that sparked the 
war. Mediator Egypt said Thursday that Israeli, Qatari and US delegations were already 
in Cairo for “intensive” talks on the next stage of the ceasefire, after a first phase only 
reached following months of gruelling negotiations. “The relevant parties have begun 
intensive talks to discuss the next phases of the truce agreement, amid ongoing efforts 
to ensure the implementation of the previously agreed understandings,” said Egypt’s 
State Information Service. The ceasefire, whose first phase is set to expire on Saturday, 
has largely halted the fighting that began when Hamas militants broke through Gaza’s 
security barrier on October 7, 2023, in an attack that resulted in the deaths of 1,218 
people in Israel, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally of official figures. Israel’s 
retaliation has killed more than 48,000 people in Gaza, according to the health ministry 
in the Hamas-run territory, figures the UN has deemed reliable. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu sent negotiators to Cairo on Thursday, after Hamas handed over the remains 
of four hostages in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners under the truce. An 
internal Israeli army probe into the October 7 attack, released on Thursday, acknowl-
edged the military’s “complete failure” to prevent it, according to a military official who 
briefed reporters about the report’s contents on condition of anonymity. – Agencies

16th NA first year sees 
drop in working hours

NA worked 212 hours in first year, 
down 28.6% from previous assembly

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The 16th National Assembly convened for fewer working days 
and recorded fewer working hours in its first year compared to its predecessor. 
Despite this decline, the report noted a surge in legislative activity, with many 
key bills passed without thorough scrutiny and deliberation by Members of the 
National Assembly (MNAs). The 16th National Assembly was convened for its 
inaugural session on February 29, 2024, with its first parliamentary year ending 
on February 28, 2025. Compared to its predecessor, according to Pildat analysis 
of the first-year performance of the 16th National Assembly, the 16th National 
Assembly was convened for fewer sittings (93) and worked for significantly fewer 
hours (212) than the 15th National Assembly’s first-year record of 96 sittings 
and 297 hours. It should be mentioned that the cost of a working hour in the 
first year of the 16th National Assembly comes to about Rs60.08 million per 
hour while the average budget per sitting of the 16th National Assembly in its 
first year stood at Rs136.96 million. However, the legislative output of the 16th 
National Assembly was significantly higher, with 47 bills passed in its first year 
— a staggering 370% increase compared to the 10 bills passed during the first 
year of the 15th National Assembly.  This heightened legislative activity includes 
critical laws and the 26th constitutional amendment, most of which were rushed 
through without adequate time and scrutiny by the Assembly. In addition, sever-
al laws including 9 crucially important ones, were hurried for passage without 
review by MNAs and without being referred to relevant Standing Committees.

Fawad Chaudhry 
declared guilty

DNA
LAHORE: The Police on Friday declared 
former federal minister Fawad Chaudhry 
guilty in five cases related to May 9. The 
Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) Lahore Judge 
Manzoor Ali Gill, heard the interim bail 
petitions of Chaudhry. During the hearing, 
the police submitted their investigative re-
port to the court, in which they declared 
former minister guilty in five cases related 
to May 9. At this point, Chaudhry request-
ed the court to adjourn the hearing due to 
the absence of his senior lawyer. The court 
accepted Chaudhry’s request and sum-
moned the lawyers for arguments at the 
next hearing. It is noteworthy that Fawad 
Chaudhry has secured interim bail in cas-
es related to the arson at Rahat Bakery, 
the burning of Sher Pilau, and other inci-
dents. Speaking to the media outside the 
ATC, Chaudhry said that instead of bring-
ing ease in Ramazan, fifty ministers have 
been appointed. “The US government is 
reducing, but we are increasing. The gov-
ernment is not functioning, it’s dragging 
along. The government has lost the elec-
tion, and rigging is the chains on their feet. 


