
Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

1: Could you share insights into 
your journey as a diplomat/poli-
tician and how it led you to your 
current role as the Ethiopian am-
bassador to Pakistan?
Let me say it with great humility that my 
deep passion for my country and diverse 
experiences has made my journey to be-
coming Ethiopia’s Ambassador to Paki-
stan a fascinating and fulfilling one. It all 
began in 2003, fresh out of university, with 
a deep commitment to education. Those 
four years spent as an educator were 
truly formative, shaping my understand-
ing of human potential and the power of 
knowledge.  The classroom was my first 
diplomatic arena, where I honed my skills 
in communication, understanding diverse 
perspectives, and fostering growth.
But the call to serve my country on a 
larger scale motivated me to the foreign 
services in 2010. In a first, I joined the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Fed-
eral Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
(FDRE) after getting six months diplo-
matic training, initiating my journey as 

an International Organization Officer 
that further launched me into a dynam-
ic path where I had both the honor and 
privilege of serving in various capacities 
– from consular services and public di-
plomacy to the Director for Middle East.  
Each role presented unique challenges 
and opportunities, allowing me to devel-
op a comprehensive understanding of 

international relations.
My dedication and proactive approach 
didn’t go unnoticed.  Soon, I was en-
trusted with the crucial task of estab-
lishing Ethiopia’s Embassy in Canber-
ra, Australia, as Minister Counsellor 
for Economic Diplomacy.  Laying the 
groundwork for a new diplomatic mis-
sion was incredibly rewarding. It de-

manded strategic thinking, resource-
fulness, and a proper skill for building 
bridges between nations.
This experience stimulated a passion 
into me for pioneering new frontiers.  
So, when I was appointed State Minister 
of Innovation and Technology in 2018 
upon returning from Australia, I got the 
chance to drive transformative change.  

I along with my team spearheaded ini-
tiatives like technological solutions for 
agriculture, industry, office services, 
startups, and fintech, modernizing 
government operations and fostering 
a culture of innovation and creativity. 
Perhaps, this pioneering spirit led me to 
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Afghan refugees being 
repatriated in dignified 
manner: Talal Chaudhry

Faisal Sheikh 
Islamabad: Amid the ongoing country-
wide drive against illegal foreigners and 
Afghan Citizen Card holders, Minister of 
State for Interior Talal Chaudhry on Thurs-
day said that the Afghan citizens were 
being repatriated in a dignified manner. 
Addressing a press conference in Islama-
bad, Talal said that transit points were es-
tablished in all the provinces to facilitate 
Afghan citizens, adding that a helpline was 
also set up for the citizens of the neigh-
bouring country. He maintained that the 
repatriation of illegal foreign nationals, in-
cluding Afghan Citizen Card holders, will 
continue with no extension to the dead-
line that expired last month. He said so 
far, 857,157 illegal foreign nationals and 
Afghan Citizen Card holders had been re-
patriated to their respective countries. 
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Minsk: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif lays floral wreath at Victory Monument. – DNA

Repatriated Afghan citizens can visit,  
work, and stay in Pakistan under  

one-document regime policy: minister

38 transit points established

Briefs

Mufti Usmani calls 
for peaceful boycott 
to support Palestine

However, the scholar emphasised: Islam is 
a religion of balance. It is not a religion of 
vandalising [property] or hurting someone 
by merely getting carried away by emotions

Staff Report 
Islamabad: Renowned Islamic scholar Mufti Taqi 
Usmani, a former judge of the Federal Shariat Court, 
on Thursday stressed on avoiding violence while 
boycotting products in support of Palestine, adding 
that such activities must be done peacefully with-
out harming lives and properties. Mufti Usmanis re-
marks came in the wake of multiple recent attacks 
on outlets of international fast-food chains across 
the country. An outlet of a fast-food chain came un-
der an attack on Wednesday in Lahores Defence 
Housing Authority (DHA) when scores of people 
pelted it with stones, shattering windowpanes and 
damaging some of its portions. Video clips surfac-
ing on social media soon after the incident showed 
a mob attacking the building in the DHAs Phase IV, 
known for housing outlets of different food chains. 
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Imposition of US 
tariffs can have 

far-reaching effects

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan says that considering the intercon-
nected nature of global trade, the imposition of tariffs by the 
United States can have far-reaching effects, particularly on 
developing countries. At his weekly media briefing in Islam-
abad on Thursday, Foreign Office Spokesperson Shafqat Ali 
Khan said Pakistan hopes for a swift and mutually beneficial 
resolution of the issue. He mentioned that, as for the impo-
sition of tariffs on Pakistan is concerned, he said Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has constituted a steering com-
mittee and a working group to examine the new tariffs.
Replying to a question, the Spokesperson said the recent dis-
continuation Global Undergraduate Exchange Programme 
between Pakistan and the United States marks the end of 
a fifteen-year engagement which has played a pivotal role in 
the academic and cultural enrichment of thousands of Pa-
kistani students. He said Pakistan believes that student ex-
change programmes play an important role in strengthening 
bilateral relations by focusing on education, scientific and 
technological collaborations and people-to-people contacts.
Regarding the prevailing situation in Gaza, the Spokesperson 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s full support for the upcoming high-level 
international conference on the peaceful settlement of the Pal-
estine dispute and the implementation of a two-state solution, 
hoping that the moot would rise to the occasion and restore 
hope in peace and justice through meaningful action. He also 
lauded France and Saudi Arabia for co-chairing the prepara-
tory consultations for the June 2025 Conference. Shafqat Ali 
Khan said Pakistan sincerely hopes that the June Conference 
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Said the recent discontinuation Global Undergraduate 
Exchange Programme between Pakistan and the United 
States marks the end of a fifteen-year engagement which 
has played a pivotal role in the academic and cultural 

enrichment of thousands of Pakistani students

PM arrives in 
Belarus on 

two-day visit
Belarus PM Alexander 
Turchin and officials 
of Pakistan embassy 
in Belarus warmly 

welcomed PM

News Desk

MINSK: Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif arrived here 
on Thursday for a two-day 
official visit to Belarus from 
April 10 to 11, 2025, at the 
invitation of President Alek-
sandr Lukashenko. Belarus 
Prime Minister Alexander 
Turchin and officials of 
Pakistan embassy in Bela-
rus warmly welcomed the 
prime minister. PM Sheh-
baz Sharif was accompanied 
by a high-level delegation 
comprising Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Senator Muhammad 
Ishaq Dar, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister At-
taullah Tarar and Special As-
sistant to PM Tariq Fatemi.
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Nepra nods 
Rs1.71 per 
unit power 
tariff cut

Reduction will apply to 
consumers nationwide, 

including those in 
Karachi, for the period 
from April to June 2025

DNA 
Islamabad: The National 
Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (Nepra) has ap-
proved a government pro-
posal to reduce electricity 
tariffs by Rs1.71 per unit, 
citing a relief in the Petro-
leum Development Levy 
(PDL). The reduction will 
apply to consumers na-
tionwide, including those 
in Karachi, for the period 
from April to June 2025. 
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Ethiopia-Pak relations given new dimensions: Amb. Jemal
Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan Jemal Beker Abdula gave an exclusive interview to CENTRELINE, Daily Islamabad 
POST and Diplomatic News Agency (DNA). Here are excerpts from his interview. Here is the Part-1 on of the interview

Calls for end to Gaza war

SC questions lack of 
independent forum

Do cases go to military courts because harsher 
punishments are expected there, asks judge

Civilian’s military trial

Special Correspondent 
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Courts consti-
tutional bench observed that while the Army 
Act is a valid law, questions remain about the 
absence of an independent forum for military 
trials.  The remarks came during a hearing 
on the legality of trying civilians in military 
courts. The case was heard by a seven-mem-
ber larger bench, led by Justice Aminuddin 
Khan.  During the proceedings, Justice Mu-
hammad Ali Mazhar pointed out that “De-
fence of Pakistan”and “Defence Services of 
Pakistan”are two separate concepts.  Justice 
Naeem Akhtar Afghan remarked that entering 
a restricted area is also considered a violation. 
Shopping malls have been built inside Canton-
ment areas. If I forcibly enter without a per-
mit, will I also be tried in a military court?he 
asked.  This is the first case under the post-
1967 amendments that we are hearing.  More 
to read: Supreme Court’s pending caseload 
hits record high  He added that civilians could 
be at risk in cities like Lahore, Quetta, and 
Gujranwala where Cantonment areas exist.  
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IHC summons 
IGP Islamabad, 

Punjab 
Justice Muhammad Asif hears 

Afghan woman Gull Seemas petition 
for recovery of her four sons

Court Reporter 
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) has summoned the inspec-
tors general of police (IGPs) of Islam-
abad and Punjab on a womans plea 
seeking recovery of her four sons. Jus-
tice Muhammad Asif, while hearing Af-
ghan woman Gull Seemas petition for 
recovery of her sons, summoned the 
Islamabad and Punjab IGPs for April 
16 to explain away their stance. The 
four brothers had gone missing in Jan-
uary 2024 and since then their mother 
has been moving from pillar to post to 
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PTI submits 
resolution 

against Indus 
canals project
Imran Khan-founded party urges 

halt to Cholistan canals until inter-
provincial consensus is reached

DNA 
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) on Thursday submitted 
a resolution to the National Assem-
bly Secretariat, expressing strong 
reservations over the construction 
of canals from the Indus River under 
the Green Pakistan Initiative (GPI). 

Continued on Page 06

Will speak 
when time 

is right
The senior politician 
made this informal 

remark while 
speaking to the media

Mehtab Pirzada 
Islamabad: Awami Mus-
lim League (AML) chief 
and former federal minister 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said 
on Thursday that it was not 
the time to speak, hinting 
he would speak when the 
right time came. The senior 
politician made this informal 
remark while speaking to 
the media during his appear-
ance at a court in Islamabad. 
He expressed his grievance, 
saying, This is the third 
time Ive come to court, but 
the case still hasnt been 
scheduled for a hearing. I 
cant understand why this 
is happening. Ahmed fur-
ther stated, One cannot 
explain the reason in court 
— when the time comes, 
well speak. Right now, its 
not the season to speak.

PIA to restart 
privatization

The government will 
seek new expressions 
of interest for the sale 
of the national carrier 

later this month

Nazir Siyal 
Karachi: The government 
will seek new expressions 
of interest (EoI) for the sale 
of PIA later this month, fol-
lowing the national carrier’s 
first annual profit in over 20 
years, a government adviser 
announced on Thursday. Ef-
forts to privatize PIA were 
hindered by unresolved is-
sues regarding taxation and 
the airline’s balance sheet. 
Muhammad Ali, govern-
ment adviser on privatiza-
tion, stated that these issues 
have now been addressed. 
The new EoI is expected 
to be published by the end 
of April 2025, with plans to 
complete the privatization 
before the end of the year.
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PTI bigwigs at loggerheads 
over meeting Imran Khan
Barrister Gohar, Ali Zafar call 
on PTI founding chairman in 
jail despite their names not 

being included in visitors list

Khayam Abbasi 
ISLAMABAD: The senior leadership of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is en-
gaged in a verbal sparring over the matter 
of meeting the party's founding chairman, 
Imran Khan. Sources claimed that the 
list provided to Rawalpindi's Adiala jail 
officials did not include the names of PTI 
Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali Khan and 
Barrister Ali Zafar, but they both still met 
the party founder. Upon which, some sen-
ior PTI members have raised objections, 
The News reported. Barrister Gohar on 

Wednesday voiced grave concerns regard-
ing the usage of the term "manzoor-e-naz-
ar"(favourite). Talking to journalists at the 
Parliament House, he stated that the PTI 
founder has faith in everyone and that Zafar 
is an honest person. "I express serious res-
ervations about the word manzoor-e-nazar, 
but I want to unite the party even if I have 
to leave the position,"he emphasised. The 
leader of the opposition in the Senate, Sen-
ator Zafar then expressed regret over PTI 
Secretary General Salman Akram Raja's 
"allegations". Speaking to journalists out-
side the Islamabad High Court (IHC), the 
PTI legislator claimed that Raja's remarks 
about the meeting with the party's found-
er had sparked a fresh dispute. He said 
that Imran had ordered him to move the 
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PESHAWAR: A delegation 
of Senators led by Chair-
man of the Senate Standing 
Committee on Housing, 
Senator Nasir Mahmood 
Butt, met with Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Governor 
Faisal Karim Kundi at the 
Governor House here on 
Thursday and discussed 
strategies for affordable 
housing development in the 

province. The delegation in-
cluded Senator Aslam Abro, 
Senator Husna Bano and 
Senator Khalida Ateeb. Dur-
ing the meeting, detailed 
discussions were held on 
housing-related issues, on-
going development projects 
and future strategies. Gov-
ernor Faisal Karim Kun-
di warmly welcomed the 
delegation and highlighted 
the challenges faced by the 
housing sector in the prov-
ince. He emphasized that 

providing affordable and 
quality housing to the pub-
lic is his top priority. The 
Governor urged the federal 
government to increase fa-
cilities and provide housing 
subsidies for non-local em-
ployees working in federal 
departments in Peshawar, 
who are currently facing 
significant hardships. He 
also called for the expan-
sion of housing projects in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
increased support from the 

federal government to en-
sure effective implementa-
tion of residential schemes, 
particularly in remote and 
underdeveloped areas of the 
province. Governor Kundi 
stressed the need for close 
cooperation between federal 
and provincial institutions to 
ensure sustainable develop-
ment in the housing sector. 
He also underlined the im-
portance of extending hous-
ing facilities beyond urban 
centers to include rural and 

less developed areas. Sen-
ator Nasir Mahmood Butt 
assured that the Senate 
Standing Committee is ac-
tively working across the 
country to address hous-
ing issues and strengthen 
policy-making. He also 
briefed the Governor on 
the committee’s recent 
performance and future 
goals. Following the meet-
ing, the delegation was given 
a tour of various sections 
of the Governor House.

Governor, senators discuss strategies for 
affordable housing development in KP

Senator Nasir Mahmood Butt assured that the Senate Standing Committee 
is actively working across the country to address housing issues and 

strengthen policy-making

Awareness symposium on Autism spectrum disorder held at NISE

Govt committed to promoting 
PWDs rights: Wajiha

 ISLAMABAD: Minister of State 
for M/o Federal Education & 
Professional Training, Ms. Wajiha 
Qamar assured of the federal gov-
ernment’s commitment to persons 
with disabilities and particularly 
children with disabilities. She said 
this while addressing  gathering at 
Awareness Symposium on Autism 
Spectrum Disorder at National In-
stitute of Special Education (NISE). 
She said that the government has 
taken many initiatives for the wel-
fare of special kids and their centers. 
This includes children’s education 
and rehabilitation. The minister of 
State for M/o Federal Education & 
Professional Training, Ms. Wajiha 
Qamar expressed her delight on 
performances by special children 
including autistic children enrolled in 
Autism Resource Centre, RCCDD, 
Islamabad.  Directorate General of 
Special Education working under the 
ambit of Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training owning its 
responsibility arranged an Awareness 
Symposium on Autism Spectrum Dis-
order at National Institute of Special 
Education.  Director General Special 
Education Capt. (R) Asif Iqbal Asif in 
his welcome address introduced the 
audience to initiatives being taken as 
a revamping drive throughout the spe-
cial education service delivery centres 
in ICT.  Federal Secretary Federal Ed-
ucation & Professional Training, Mr. 
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani graced the 
event as a special guest to symbolize 
his strong affiliation with children with 
special needs. He announced estab-
lishment of four tech-labs in special 
education centres to impart training in 
skill development. Moreover, software 

engineers from NUST University as 
tech-fellows will orient children with 
special needs with software technol-
ogy and Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
He also proclaimed an exclusive 
sports arena to be launched for per-
sons with disabilities in ICT in near 
future.    The event was attended by 
Rehabilitation experts of Interna-
tional and National fame, invited as 
Resource persons to shed light on 
various aspects of ASD. Prof. Dr. 
Hashim Raza, Consultant in Devel-
opmental Paediatrics Cambridge 
Community NHS Trust, Ex-Con-

sultant Developmental Paediatrics 
PIMS was the key note speaker.   
Ms. Merry Barua, Founder Di-
rector Action for Autism, National 
Centre for Autism Activist, Train-
er, Consultant, University of Cal-
cutta, Action for Autism , National 
Centre for Autism Delhi India joint 
the symposium through video con-
ferencing.  Dr. Sadaf Noveen, Sen-
ior Speech Therapist, NIRM, Is-
lamabad and Mrs. Khalida Ahmad, 
Educational Psychologist, Islama-
bad also presented their research-
es and way forward for Autistic 

individuals.  The symposium had 
a special session on reflections 
from parents of children with au-
tism and success stories shared 
on stage were a dose of motiva-
tion for audience.  The symposi-
um concluded on a commitment 
and resolve that together, we can 
build a world where every per-
son, regardless of their abilities, 
is given the tools to achieve their 
fullest potential and to continue 
to work towards a more inclu-
sive, understanding, and com-
passionate society for all.  It is 

pertinent to mention that April 
is observed globally as World 
Autism Awareness Month and 
is the priority time to reflect on 
the lives, challenges, and poten-
tial of individuals with autism 
spectrum. Today, taking au-
tism above being a neuro-de-
velopmental disorder which 
distorts the communication 
and social interaction skills 
of a person, we recognize 
their unique perspectives and 
reaffirm the Government’s 
dedication to stand along. 

WB’s delegation visits 
Tarbela 5th extension 
Hydropower Project

dna 

ISLAMABAD:A 3-member 
delegation of World Bank, 
headed by its Regional Di-
rector for Infrastructure 
in South Asia Pankaj Gup-
ta, visited under-construc-
tion 1530 MW-Tarbela 
5th Extension Hydropow-
er Project. The delega-
tion had a detailed visit 
of several key sites and 
witnessed ongoing con-
struction activities. These 
sites included raised in-
take, tunnel, penstock 
and power house, said 
a press release. Earlier, 
Chairman WAPDA Engr Lt 
Gen Sajjad Ghani (Retd) 
welcoming the delegation, 
thanked World Bank for 
their support in harness-
ing the vital resources of 
water and hydropower in 
Pakistan. 
He expressed the hope 

that over a 6-decade long 
partnership between 
World Bank and WAPDA 
would further strengthen 
in the days to come.
During the on-site brief-
ing, the GM/PD Tarbela 
5th Extension Hydropow-
er Project apprised the 
delegation that construc-
tion work on all seven key 
work fronts are progress-
ing at a good pace.
Highlighting the mile-
stones achieved so far 
on the Project, the del-
egation was briefed that 
excavations at raised 
intake shaft, penstock, 
power house and switch 
yard have been completed 
whereas concrete works 
at raised intake, power 
house, switch yard, tail-
race culvert and canal are 
in progress. Draft tubes 
of all three generating 
units have been installed. 
Likewise, installation of 

penstock pipes and elec-
tro-mechanical works at 
the switch yard are also in 
progress. Electricity gen-
eration from the Project 
is likely to commence in 
2026. Tarbela 5th Exten-
sion Hydropower Project 
is a component of green, 
clean and least-cost en-
ergy generation plan of 
WAPDA. World Bank is 
providing financial assis-
tance amounting to US$ 
390 million for the Pro-
ject. Under the 5th Ex-
tension, three generating 
units-510 MW each – are 
being installed at Tun-
nel No 5 of Tarbela Dam 
Project and to provide 
1.347 billion units hydel 
electricity to the Nation-
al Grid on the average 
every year. Installed ca-
pacity at Tarbela Dam 
will surge to 6418 MW af-
ter completion of Tarbela 
5th Extension Project.

Call for addressing OOSC’s 
issue on urgent basis

DNA 

ISLAMABAD: The Direc-
tor-General of Civil Services 
Academy, Farhan Aziz Kha-
waja has stressed the need 
to tackle and address the is-
sue of out-of-school children 
on an urgent basis, as it is 
being ignored continuously. 
He was speaking at a two-day 
Monitoring, Evaluation, and 
Learning (MEL) workshop, 
organized by the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) with the collabora-
tion of the British Council, 
said a press release issued 
here on Thursday. Khawaja 
said: “Pakistan, as a nation 
and society, is facing multiple 
challenges; and the issue of 
out-of-school children is one 
of the most pivotal among 

them.” Despite numerous 
interventions, we have yet 
to make a significant dent 
in this problem, he added. 
He further said that global 
public policies and knowl-
edge-based frameworks have 
proven successful, and we’re 
optimistic that this consorti-
um will bring a real change 
in our education system by 
engaging people and com-
munities at grassroots level. 
The workshop that assem-
bled key stakeholders from 
across Pakistan called for 
strengthening collaborative 
efforts addressing the coun-
try’s educational challenges, 
particularly the pressing is-
sue of out-of-school children. 
It served as a platform to 
review progress, exchange 
ideas, and shape future 
strategies under a shared 

commitment to inclusive 
education.  The ILMpact 
Programme, funded by the 
Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) 
and led by the British Coun-
cil, aims to bring about a 
systemic change in access 
to school and quality of ed-
ucation. The event brought 
together representatives 
from leading organizations, 
including Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute 
(SDPI), British Council, 
Think Equal, NRSP, SRSP, 
ITA, Mojaz Foundation, 
Muslim Hands, Sightsav-
ers, PAMS, and Pratham, 
all of whom contribute ac-
tively to ILMpact’s mission. 
Speaking to the workshop 
participants, Farhat Hus-
sain Farooq, the Additional 
Secretary of School Educa-

tion Department, and Dr 
Syed Shabbir Zaidi, the Di-
rector of the Civil Services 
Academy, underscored the 
significance of institutional 
support in this initiative. 
The workshop participants 
were given an orientation 
on: i) ILMpact’s MEL Strat-
egy and LFA (operationali-
zation and way forward), ii) 
MEL toolkit mapping with 
clear roles and responsi-
bilities for each partner, 
iii) tools development 
deadlines (prioritization of 
urgently required tools), 
iv) dashboard orientation 
and update (reporting and 
tracking mechanism), and 
v) partners’ approach and 
MEL plans (team composi-
tion, responsibility matrix, 
and organization-wide in-
tegration of the project).
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Musadik urges 
high-polluting nations 
to buy carbon credits

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change Dr. 
Musadik Masood Malik on 
Thursday called for climate 
justice, urging industrialized 
nations to take responsibili-
ty for their carbon emissions 
by purchasing carbon cred-
its from climate-vulnerable 
countries like Pakistan.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, the minister assert-
ed that Pakistan was no 
longer a weak nation but a 
respected one committed 
to climate action for future 
generations. Despite facing 
severe climate disasters, the 
country remains dedicated 
to sustainable development 
and a green economic tran-
sition. Dr. Malik criticized 
the global disparity in cli-
mate financing, revealing 
that 85% of green finance is 

funneled to the U.S., China, 
and Western nations, while 
developing countries like Pa-
kistan are pressured to pay 
additional taxes. “Pakistan is 
not begging for loans—we 
are seeking investment to 
build a green economy,” 
he declared, emphasizing 
the need for fair climate 
funding mechanisms. Un-
der Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s directives, 
he said Pakistan has fi-
nalized regulations for 
its Green Climate Fund, 
which will soon be un-
veiled. The initiative, Mu-
sadik said, aims to boost 
green jobs, sustainable 
infrastructure, and re-
newable energy projects, 
aligning with the PM’s 
appeal at COP 29 for glob-
al investors to support 
Pakistan’s eco-friendly 
transition.  The  minis-
ter praised provincial in-
itiatives contributing to 

climate resilience, includ-
ing, Punjab’s plans to in-
stall 250 water treatment 
plants and the Ravi Urban 
Development Authority’s 
carbon credit schemes to 
combat pollution. Sindh’s 
expansion of mangrove 
projects to enhance car-
bon trading and coastal 
protection and Margalla 
Hills’ pilot carbon credit 
project to restore eco-
systems damaged by cli-
mate change. To stream-
line green financing, Dr 
Malik said Pakistan is 
establishing a Carbon 
Exchange Company, po-
sitioning itself as a key 
player in global climate 
markets. “We welcome 
global partnerships to 
fight climate change while 
ensuring prosperity for our 
people,” Dr. Malik stated, 
reinforcing Pakistan’s com-
mitment to climate justice 
and sustainable growth.

Tessori opens 
Air Asia flight 

operation 
from Pakistan
KARACHI: Sindh Governor 
Kamran Khan Tessori in-
augurated the flight opera-
tions of Malaysian private 
airline “Air Asia” from Paki-
stan. The formal flight op-
eration will start from next 
month. A ceremony was 
held here at a local hotel on 
Thursday, where Malaysian 
Consul General in Karachi 
Herman Hardyanta Ah-
mad and the airline’s CEO 
and other distinguished 
guests were in attendance. 
Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Governor Sindh said 
SIFC is a project that has 
also attracted Malaysian 
investment. Governor said 
bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and Malaysia 
would continue to flourish 
with passage of time. He 
expressed hope that with 
the start of Sir Asia oper-
ation, bilateral economic 
and cultural cooperation of 
both the countries will be 
strengthened.  He said the 
President, Prime Minister, 
and the Chief of the Army  
were working day and night 
to improve the economy of 
the country. Governor as-
sured his full support to the 
Malaysian private airline 
operation. Kamran Tessori 
said that the entire nation 
must stand together for the 
development of Pakistan. 
Governor said that the ar-
rival of the private airline 
will give Karachi a prom-
inent place on the global 
aviation map and this devel-
opment is in line with the 
vision of the Government 
of Pakistan.—APP

KP Police mull 
special team 
to counter 

terrorism: IGP
PESHAWAR:The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) Police has 
taken a step forward to coun-
ter terrorism by deciding to 
form a special police team 
dedicated to monitoring ter-
rorist activities. Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Zu-
lfiqar Hameed on Thursday 
announced the formation of 
a special unit, with rapid pro-
gress being made on the plan 
particularly in the southern 
districts of the province. To 
address the shortage of weap-
ons, the force is procuring 
submachine guns (SMGs) and 
advanced weaponry, details 
of which kept undisclosed for 
security reasons. Additionally, 
nine Armored Personnel Car-
riers (APCs) are being added 
to the force to boost operation-
al capabilities. —APP

Court Notice

IN THE COURT OF 
SABA ALAM JUDGE 

FAMILy COURT 
RAWALPINDI

Suit for dissolution of 
marriage Mst Hafsa Eh-
san  Versus Nouman 
Malik Notice to Nouman 
Malik Son of Tnveer Ma-
lik  presently C/o Kamran 
Malik shop & station-
ary, Road No. 2 Chatta 
Bakhtawar, Park Road, 
Islamabad The service 
through ordinary means 
is difficult, so you are 
informed to attend the 
court personally, through 
counsel or attorney on 
12-04-2025 at 9 am avoid 
ex-parte proceeding.

IN THE COURT OF 
SHAMAS HASNAIN 

SIAL ADJ  RAWALPINDI
Suit for recovery Sui 
northern gase pipelines  
Versus Rizon Notice 
to Rizon R/o Shop No. 
ZB Lohi Bher Block H 
Islamabad The service 
through ordinary means 
is difficult, so you are 
informed to attend the 
court personally, through 
counsel or attorney on 
18-04-2025 at 9 am avoid 
ex-parte proceeding.

KP CM 
concerned 
over rising 

beggary, 
announces 
crackdown

 
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister 
(CM) Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Ali Amin Gandapur has 
expressed grave concern 
over the growing menace of 
organized beggary in urban 
centers, calling it a threat 
to public order and digni-
ty. In a high-level directive, 
the CM ordered immedi-
ate measures to regulate 
begging, curb exploitation 
by professional syndicates 
and rehabilitate vulnerable 
individuals forced into the 
practice. The provincial 
government will introduce 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Vagrancy (Control and Re-
habilitation) Act, a new law 
targeting exploitative beg-
ging rings that often use 
children, disabled persons, 
and drugged individuals 
for profit.  A multi-depart-
mental committee has been 
formed to draft the legisla-
tion within 30 days, while 
Divisional Commissioners 
will lead enforcement task 
forces to declare key public 
spaces as no-begging zones. 
Enhanced surveillance, in-
cluding AI-powered facial 
recognition, CCTV monitor-
ing, and geo-tagging of hot-
spots, will aid authorities 
in tracking offenders. For 
rehabilitation, the Social 
Welfare Department will ex-
pand shelters and partner 
with NGOs to provide vo-
cational training, ensuring 
sustainable livelihoods for 
rescued beggars.—APP

PTI’s tenure 
led to 

economic ruin, 
democracy 

erosion: Kiani
ISLAMABAD:State Minis-
ter for Railways Bilal Azhar 
Kiani on Thursday accused 
the previous PTI govern-
ment of causing economic 
collapse and weakening 
democracy, as the country 
marks over three years 
since its removal from 
power On the third anni-
versary of former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s 
removal through a no-con-
fidence vote (April 10, 
2022), state minister took 
to social media platform X 
to accuse the deposed pre-
mier of subverting demo-
cratic norms while alleging 
foreign involvement in his 
government’s collapse. He 
said the National Assembly 
was unlawfully dissolved 
by the PTI through deceit. 
The same elements that 
stole former prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif’s electoral 
mandate in 2018 went on to 
plunder the nation’s wealth, 
pushed the economy to the 
verge of collapse.—APP



Gilani greets 
nation on 

constitution 
day

ISLAMABAD:Chairman Sen-
ate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani 
on Thursday extended con-
gratulations to the nation on 
Constitution Day, marking 
the adoption of the unani-
mous 1973 Constitution on 
April 10.  In his message, the 
Chairman said the credit for 
this historic milestone goes 
to Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhu-
tto and his contemporaries, 
who laid the groundwork for 
a democratic framework that 
empowered the people of 
Pakistan.  He described the 
1973 Constitution as a land-
mark achievement and paid 
tribute to all political leaders 
who prioritized the nation’s 
interests to establish a last-
ing democratic order.  Gilani 
said that Constitution Day is 
a powerful reminder of the 
need for unity and collective 
efforts toward national de-
velopment.   He called upon 
all schools of thought to join 
hands in formulating a unified 
strategy for strengthening 
national cohesion and demo-
cratic values.—APP

ITP finalizes 
special traffic 
plan for PSL

-
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) has 
deployed over 300 officers 
and finalized a special traffic 
plan to ensure the smooth 
movement of Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) teams during 
the HBL PSL 2025 matches. 
A police spokesman told APP 
on Thursday that over 300 
officers and personnel will be 
deployed on special duties to 
ensure uninterrupted traffic 
flow during team movements. 
As per the PSL 2025 sched-
ule announced by the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB), 
matches will be played from 
February 8 to March 24, 
2025, in Karachi, Lahore, 
Rawalpindi and Multan, with 
Rawalpindi hosting a signifi-
cant number of matches, af-
fecting Islamabad traffic due 
to close proximity. Due to the 
team movements, heightened 
security measures have been 
implemented at Expressway, 
Faizabad, Club Road, Murree 
Road, Faisal Avenue, 9th Ave-
nue, and Srinagar Highway at 
various times of the day. ITP 
officials said traffic may slow 
down temporarily on Srina-
gar Highway and Expressway 
due to movement along des-
ignated routes. Citizens trav-
eling to Blue Area have been 
advised to use the H-8 under-
pass, while those heading to 
sectors I and H should utilize 
Rawalpindi-Peshawar Road 
via the IGP check post and 
adjacent service roads. Mur-
ree Road from Serena Hotel 
to Faizabad via Rawal Dam 
will remain closed during 
team movements. Citizens 
should opt for service roads 
linked with Srinagar High-
way. Traffic heading toward 
Red Zone and Serena Hotel 
should take Margalla Road, 
Express Chowk, Jinnah Av-
enue, Bari Imam and NAD-
RA Chowk. Commuters can 
also use service roads from 
Islamabad Chowk to G-11 
via Jinnah Avenue and Mar-
galla Road. Heavy traffic will 
be prohibited from enter-
ing Islamabad during team 
arrivals and departures. 
Travelers from Bahara 
Kahu have been advised to 
use Korianwala Chowk and 
Srinagar Highway.—APP

NUML hosts ORIC meeting to 
strengthen academia-industry ties
The meeting concluded with valuable insights from all dignitaries on overcoming challenges 

and enhancing collaboration between academia, research institutions, and industry

DNA

Islamabad : The 7th Steering Commit-
tee meeting of the Office of Research, Inno-
vation and Commercialization (ORIC) was 
held at the National University of Modern 
Languages (NUML), Ibn-e-Rushd Block, on 
Wednesday.  The meeting was chaired by 
Pro-Rector (Academics), Dr. Safeer Awan, 
and brought together prominent stake-
holders from academia and industry to 
explore ways of bridging the gap between 
academic research and industrial applica-
tion. The meeting was attended by former 
Caretaker Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting and senior media analyst 
Murtaza Solangi, a representative from the 
National University of Sciences and Tech-
nology (NUST), the Marketing Manager 

of Faisal Town, CEO Atom Global, and all 
Deans of NUML. In his opening remarks, 
Dr. Safeer Awan appreciated the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC) for its ini-
tiative in establishing ORIC offices in uni-
versities, emphasizing that such platforms 
are crucial for fostering academic-industry 
linkages. He highlighted NUML’s commit-
ment to this cause and stressed the need 
for deeper collaboration, citing the po-
tential of NUML students in developing 
impactful software solutions under expert 
faculty guidance. Dr. Atta Ullah, Assistant 
Professor and Director ITCON & BICON 
delivered a comprehensive presentation 
outlining NUML’s progress across various 
domains. He noted a significant improve-
ment in the university’s performance on 
the HEC scorecard—rising from 40 to 68 
points—and securing a place in the X-cat-

egory (Top 11 institutions). He called for 
intensified efforts in the areas of innova-
tion and commercialization, and showcased 
in-house software projects developed by 
NUML students.
Speaking on the occasion, the Marketing 
Manager of Faisal Town emphasized the 
value of joint ventures, stating that indus-
try partnerships could not only provide 
practical training but also open up em-
ployment opportunities for students. CEO 
Atom Global, Mr Waqas Ahmad identified 
the need to shift from a technology-centric 
to a function-centric approach, proposing 
platforms where students can gain practi-
cal exposure. He also pointed out current 
import restrictions on AI and quantum 
computing hardware, urging the creation 
of indigenous platforms with a “bring your 
own cup of coffee” culture to foster open, 

business-driven innovation. Veteran media 
personality Murtaza Solangi underscored 
the importance of aligning academic the-
ory with real-world practice. “When the 
organic connection between theory and 
practice breaks, problems arise. Practice 
is the mother of theory,” he noted. He 
highlighted the transformation in the 
media landscape due to technological 
advancements and expressed willing-
ness to support student-industry link-
ages in the media sector. The meeting 
concluded with valuable insights from 
all dignitaries on overcoming challenges 
and enhancing collaboration between ac-
ademia, research institutions, and indus-
try. Participants agreed on the need for 
sustained dialogue, joint ventures, and 
practical platforms to foster innovation, 
employability, and real-world impact.
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CDA’s cleanliness, plantation 
campaign on its peak during spring

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA)’s cleanliness and tree plantation campaign in the federal capital on 
its peak during the spring season to focus on planting as many trees as possible to enhance the green cover and ensure clean 
ambience.  Talking to APP on Thursday, an official of CDA told that in line with the direction of Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shahbaz Sharif, the campaign would ensure neat and clean environment to the residents of the metropolitan.  He said that this 
year, CDA in collaboration with Ministry of Education and Ministry of Climate Change will plant one million trees across the 
city as part of the Spring Tree Plantation Campaign. He urged the residents, civil society, educational institutions, corporate 
sectors and the private sector not to only cooperate with CDA but actively participate in the Spring Tree Plantation Campaign 
2025. The official informed that this year, fruit-bearing trees such as loquat, guava, figs, pomegranates, and other fruit plants 
will be planted. Similarly, indigenous species like mulberry, citrus, maple leaf, and other varieties will also be included in the 
campaign. Olive, rubber plants, willow, and other varieties are also part of the Spring Tree Plantation Campaign. He stressed 
that everyone should join hands and contribute actively to make the plantation campaign a success. Fatima Rasool, a resident 
of G-II, highly appreciated CDA’s drive which would provide healthy atmosphere to the citizen in the federal capital—DNA

ISSI hosts roundtable 
with chinese delegation

Highlights evolving global dynamics, strengthening CPEC
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islama-
bad (ISSI) Thursday, hosted 
wide-ranging Roundtable with 
Chinese delegation compris-
ing senior officials from the 
International Department of 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China 
(IDCPC) and accomplished 
scholars from China’s leading 
Universities. The participants 
from Pakistan side included 
eminent practitioners and 
academics. The discourse fo-
cused on the evolving global 
order, regional developments, 
the centrality of China in Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy, and 
ways to strengthen CPEC and 

the Pakistan-China ‘All-weather 
Strategic Cooperative Partner-
ship’. It also highlighted the 
importance of forging robust 
people-to-people ties through 
enhanced engagement with 
youth, media, and academia, 
and the optimal utilisation of so-
cial media platforms.
The Chinese delegation was 
led by Mr. LEI Xin, Deputy 
Director General of the Infor-
mation Center, IDCPC. He was 
accompanied by DING Hui, 
ZHU Caiyun, ZHOU Chenyu, 
Prof. Zhang Jiadong, HUANG 
Yunsong, ZHANG Jiegen, and 
MA Zheng—respected scholars 
and senior officials from Fudan 
University, Sichuan Universi-
ty, and Sun Yat-sen University. 
On the ISSI side, participants 

included Ambassador Zamir 
Akram, Ambassador Masood 
Khalid, Ambassador Nagh-
mana Hashmi, Ambassador 
Babar Amin, Mr. S. M. Hali, 
Mr. Khalid Banuri, Dr. Hassan 
Daud Butt, Dr. Azhar Ahmad, 
and others In his welcome 
remarks, Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, Director General 
ISSI emphasized that the Pa-
kistan-China relationship is a 
unique model in inter-state re-
lations, founded on the princi-
ples of mutual respect, mutual 
trust, and unwavering support 
for each other’s issues of core 
interest. He reaffirmed that 
the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) remains a 
central pillar of this partner-
ship, contributing significant-

ly to Pakistan’s economic 
development and regional 
connectivity. He underscored 
Pakistan’s pride in China’s 
peaceful rise under President 
Xi Jinping’s visionary leader-
ship and reiterated that Paki-
stan’s strategic partnership 
with China enjoys national con-
sensus and is vital for regional 
stability and prosperity. He 
expressed confidence in the 
continued strengthening of bi-
lateral ties across all domains, 
including political, economic, 
security, and people-to-people 
exchanges.= In his remarks, 
Mr. LEI Xin shared valuable 
insights on the role of the ID-
CPC’s Information Center in 
supporting the CPC’s exter-
nal engagements. 

Ahsan calls for 
visionary thinking  

at planning ministry
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal on Thursday 
chaired an introductory meeting with newly inducted 
members, consultants and young development fellows at 
the Planning Commission. Addressing the gathering, he 
extended a warm welcome to the newcomers and high-
lighted the crucial role the Planning Commission contin-
ued to play in shaping the country’s future.  “The Planning 
Commission serves as a key think tank of the nation,” he 
said, adding it consistently provided the government with 
a vision and roadmap for a better future. With the com-
pletion of a major recruitment phase, Ahsan Iqbal said 
the Ministry now boasted what he described as “a strong 
and professional team,” comprising individuals selected 
entirely on merit. “Every professional joining us today 
has been chosen based on ability — beyond recommen-
dation and regardless of political affiliation,” he stressed, 
reminding this was a team built on competence, which re-
flected our commitment to transparency and excellence. 
The minister said many talented young individuals have 
stepped forward to serve the nation through the Planning 
Commission and expressed confidence that their energy 
and ideas would be instrumental in driving progress. He 
pointed out that no other ministry in Pakistan currently 
has access to such a large and diverse human resource 
base, urging that this potential be channeled into tangible 
development outcomes. “This talent must be invested in 
productive and forward-thinking work,” he said. However, 
he also acknowledged existing logistical hurdles, particularly 
the shortage of workspace due to the expanded team, say-
ing with assurance “We are aware of the space constraints 
and are actively working on a solution,” Secretary Planning 
Awais Manzur Sumra echoed this commitment, saying, “We 
will do our utmost to provide every possible facility. The 
issue of space is being resolved as a priority.” Ahsan Iqbal 
reaffirmed the Ministry’s long-term development frame-
work “URAAN PAKISTAN,” which he described as a com-
prehensive roadmap for national economic progress. “The 
policy and action plans are already in place across sectors. 
Now, the focus must shift to implementation,” he added. 
Stressing performance and accountability, the minister 
reminded the team that their work would be assessed 
against the goals outlined in URAAN PAKISTAN.—DNA
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Chairman SB for 
obtaining NOC for 
PHA-F residencia 
housing project

ISLAMABAD: The Chairman of the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Housing and Works Nasir Mehmood Butt on 
Thursday visited the PHA-F Residencia Housing Project in 
Surizai here and emphasized the urgency of obtaining the 
remaining No Objection Certificates (NOCs) from KP-EPA 
and the KP Forestry Department to prevent any delays in the 
project  During his visit, the chairman expressed satisfaction 
with the progress on the project and stressed the need for 
transparency and ensuring the project’s timely completion. 
Both PHA-F and KP-PHA reaffirmed their commitment to 
completing the project within five years.  This joint initiative 
between the PHA Foundation (Federal) and the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Housing Department aimed to provide quality 
and affordable housing to the public. Earlier the chairman 
was briefed about the the project’s scope, development 
progress, and future strategy. The chairman was informed 
about the overall advancements, including the approval of 
the 8,500-kanal master plan by PHA Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
on October 3, 2023. Officials also shared that land disputes 
with the Talaband community had been resolved through 
mutual agreements, ensuring the allocation of 168 residential 
plots to affected residents. Technical evaluations, including 
topographic surveys, geotechnical analysis, electrical resis-
tivity surveys, and seismic risk assessments, have already 
been completed.  The Phase 1, Block A plan, which includes 
2,510 residential units and a front commercial area, has been 
approved with an estimated cost of Rs. 43.7 billion. —DNA
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Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad : At a sem-
inar hosted by the Insti-
tute of Regional Studies 
(IRS) titled “Analyzing Chi-
na’s Approach to ‘Peace 
through Development’ and 
the World’s Response,”  
Professor Gao Jian, a Sen-
ior Expert and Secretary 
General of Shanghai Acad-
emy of Global Governance 
and Area Studies at Shang-
hai International Studies 
University, provided an 
in-depth analysis of Chi-
na’s modernization model. 
Exploring its historical evo-
lution, economic impact, 
and influence on the global 
order he noted that mod-
ernization narratives have 
historically been West-cen-
tric, shaped by European 
industrialization. However, 
China has emerged as a 
major global player, chal-
lenging traditional Western 

frameworks and offers an 
alternative modernization 
model rooted in economic 
growth, political stability, 
and cultural heritage.
Tracing China’s moderniza-
tion efforts back to the 19th 
century, Professor Gao 
explained how Chinese in-
tellectuals recognized mod-
ernization as essential for 
national survival, leading 
to various reform attempts. 
The turning point came in 
1979, when Deng Xiaoping 
introduced social and eco-
nomic reforms under the 
Open-Door Policy, setting 
China on its rapid trajecto-
ry of economic growth.
Over the past four dec-
ades, China has become 
the world’s second-largest 
economy, and has sur-
passed USA in certain 
metrics. Professor Gao 
attributed this success to 
China’s strategic economic 
policies, continuous learn-
ing, and prioritization of 

stability and prosperity, un-
derlining that despite  glob-
al discussions on economic 
decoupling and de-risking, 
China remains committed 
to further opening its econ-
omy to the world.
Addressing the core theme 
of peace through develop-
ment, Professor Gao em-
phasized that economic 
growth is central to mod-
ernization, while peace 
remains a fundamental 
aspiration in international 
relations. He argued that a 
successful modernization 
strategy, like China’s, can 
contribute to global stability 
by fostering interdepend-
ence and cooperation. 
Professor Gao also under-
scored that peace and devel-
opment cannot be separated. 
China upholds “common 
prosperity” as not only a 
domestic principle but also 
an international value. “For 
lasting peace, it is essential 
to consider the interests of 

all countries, irrespective of 
their size and status. Every 
nation should have access 
to economic development, 
which is why Chinese mod-
ernization focuses on sharing 
and opening doors wider”, 
he noted. 
Ambassador Jauhar Sal-
eem, President IRS, in his 
remarks on the occasion, 
highlighted the need for 
inclusive economic growth 
and enhanced global en-
gagement, emphasizing 
Pakistan’s commitment to 
peaceful development and 
mutual prosperity. He credit-
ed China’s rise as the world’s 
largest trading nation and 
its success in lifting 800 mil-
lion people out of poverty to 
policies focused on building 
economic cooperation. He 
also called for enhanced co-
operation between nations 
for resolving international 
conflicts through peaceful  
dialogue, global governance 
reforms, multilateralism.

China views pursuit of common 
prosperity as a key principle

Briefs
PSDE 38 sets 
the stage for 

Pakistan’s 
digital takeoff

DNA

ISLAMABAD : As the digi-
tal era reshapes economies 
around the globe, Pakistan 
is envisioning a new growth 
trajectory built on innova-
tion, inclusion, and digital 
empowerment. This vision 
takes center stage at the 
38th Annual Conference 
of the Pakistan Society of 
Development Economists 
(PSDE), organized by the 
Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics (PIDE), 
under the bold theme 
“URAAN Pakistan: Growth 
Through Digital Transfor-
mation.” Scheduled from 
April 15 to 17, 2025, at the 
Marriott Hotel in Islama-
bad, the conference will 
bring together economists, 
technologists, policymak-
ers, and global thought 
leaders to explore how Pa-
kistan can harness digital 
transformation to unlock 
human potential, increase 
productivity, and set course 
toward a trillion-dollar econ-
omy by 2035.
Rooted in a vision of re-
form and innovation, the 
conference builds on the 
continued efforts of Pro-
fessor Ahsan Iqbal, Feder-
al Minister for Planning, 
Development & Special 
Initiatives. His leadership 
has been instrumental in 
championing digital inclu-
sion, knowledge-driven de-
velopment, and institutional 
reform—principles that now 
form the backbone of the 
URAAN framework.
Speaking on the urgency of 
the moment, Dr. Nadeem 
Javaid, Vice Chancellor 
of PIDE and President of 
PSDE, emphasized that 
Pakistan stands at a critical 
inflection point. “Once, the 
symbol of progress was the 
rising chimney of a factory. 
Today, it’s a glowing screen 
in the palm of a dreamer. 
With just a smartphone, 
a data signal, and an idea, 
the world opens up—and so 
does Pakistan’s future,” he 
said. “Digital transforma-
tion is no longer a choice—
it’s the runway from where 
Pakistan must take off. 
URAAN Pakistan is our call 
to lift off—to imagine a coun-
try where a coder in Gilgit, 
an entrepreneur in Layyah, 
and a data scientist in Kara-
chi aren’t working in silos, 
but shaping the same digital 
destiny. At the 38th PSDE 
Conference, we are not just 
exploring digital tools. We 
are charting a bold new de-
velopment story—one that 
begins with connectivity 
and ends with opportunity 
for all.” Key highlights of 
PSDE 38 include keynote 
addresses from three glob-
ally renowned speakers—
Nobel Laureates Michael 
Spence, Pier Paolo Saviotti, 
and Muhammad J. Sear—
whose insights will lend 
international perspective 
to Pakistan’s digital ambi-
tions. Over three days, the 
event will host six high-lev-
el panel discussions fea-
turing both national and 
international leaders, 
along with the presenta-
tion of 45 technical papers 
addressing critical areas 
of digital development, 
economics, and inclusive 
policy design. The confer-
ence is structured around 
three main objectives. 
First, accelerating digi-
tal transformation by ex-
ploring policies to digitize 
governance, enable smart 
infrastructure.—APP

Magsi, 
Huawei CEO 
Ray discuss 
avenues of 

coop in digital 
transformation

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minis-
ter for Science and Technol-
ogy, Khalid Hussain Magsi, 
held a meeting today with 
Huawei’s Deputy CEO, Ray 
Yu, to discuss avenues of co-
operation in the field of digi-
tal transformation During the 
meeting, Ray Yu expressed 
Huawei’s keen interest in 
partnering with the Govern-
ment of Pakistan to accel-
erate digital transformation 
across various sectors. The 
minister appreciated Hua-
wei’s contributions, stating, 
“Huawei and other Chinese 
companies have played a 
pivotal role in strengthening 
Pakistan’s IT infrastructure. 
” He further emphasized that 
both the public and private 
sectors are committed to 
transforming Pakistan into 
a regional technology hub. 
“The integration of modern 
technology will significantly 
enhance productivity in both 
agriculture and industry,” the 
minister added. Highlighting 
China’s expertise, the min-
ister noted, “China’s experi-
ence in developing a robust 
digital economy serves as a 
guiding light for Pakistan’s 
own digital journey.—APP

Today marks 
victory of 
 people

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Kashmir Affairs 
and President of Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Engineer Amir 
Muqam Thursday lauded 
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) leaders for the 
completion of three years of 
the approval of the no-confi-
dence motion. He said, “To-
day is the day of victory of 
the people, the constitution 
and the parliament”. April 10 
is the day of victory of former 
prime minister Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif’s political vi-
sion, patience and loyalty to 
the country and nation. It 
was a day when the political 
struggle of the leadership of 
PDM and parties including 
PML-N, the PPP, and the 
JUI (F) had won and in three 
years, the country had been 
saved from the darkness of 
default and brought back to 
the light of development. In 
the four years of PTI’s rule, 
Economic growth turned neg-
ative while during the Nawaz 
Sharif era, the country was 
growing at a rate of more 
than 6 percent. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, Bilaw-
al Bhutto, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman and all PDM lead-
ers played a historic role in 
the country’s growth, devel-
opment and progress.—APP
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Al-Shifa Trust: A beacon 
of hope for those in need

These statistics are not just numbers; they represent the stories of men, women, and children in 
remote areas who were once shrouded in darkness and can now see the world. For many, this is 

nothing short of a miracle, he remarked

dna

ISLAMABAD: In a nation where 
millions experience preventable 
blindness, Al-Shifa Trust (AST) has 
emerged as a beacon of hope. It 
transforms lives through sight res-
toration and enables individuals to 
become productive members of so-
ciety. Since its modest beginnings 
in 1991, AST has committed itself 
to a significant mission: to ensure 
that quality eye care is a right for 
everyone, not just a privilege for a 
select few, according to Maj. Gen. 
(Retd.) Rehmat Khan, President 
of AST.  He added that today, the 
institution proudly stands among 
Pakistan’s most impactful health-
care organizations, respected and 
trusted globally. Speaking to the 
media, he stated that AST has 
treated 30 million people from the 
beginning and conducted over one 
million eye surgeries, with 80 per-
cent of these procedures provided 
at no cost. He added that approx-
imately one hundred thousand 
people visit AST OPDs monthly, 
and we conduct nearly 10,000 sur-
geries monthly. These statistics are 
not just numbers; they represent 
the stories of men, women, and 
children in remote areas who were 
once shrouded in darkness and can 
now see the world. For many, this 
is nothing short of a miracle, he 
remarked. AST president noted 
that deserving patients previously 
had to submit Zakat forms for free 
treatment. However, these condi-
tions have long been waived to pre-
serve the dignity and self-respect 
of low-income people. Maj. Gen. 
(Retd.) Rehmat Khan emphasized 
that AST has created a network of 

state-of-the-art hospitals and mo-
bile eye clinics that reach even the 
country’s most isolated areas, driv-
en by the goal of eradicating avoid-
able blindness. Whether a child in 
a rural village struggles to see the 
blackboard or an elderly farmer los-
es sight of cataracts, we ensure that 
no one is left behind, he underlined. 
He informed that our dedicated 
doctors, paramedics, and volun-
teers work tirelessly to provide 

compassionate care, often trave-
ling miles to deliver life-changing 
services to those in need. He 
stated that what sets AST apart 
is its firm commitment to accessi-
bility and excellence. AST doesn’t 
merely treat symptoms; it builds 
sustainable solutions. From ad-
vanced research initiatives to 
training the next generation of 
ophthalmologists, we invest in a 
future where blindness caused 

by preventable diseases becomes 
a thing of the past, he said. “Our 
public awareness campaigns have 
also played a pivotal role in edu-
cating communities about eye 
health, early detection, and treat-
ment options,” he said. Maj. 
Gen. Rehmat Khan called upon 
overseas Pakistanis to get state-
of-the-art eye treatment in Paki-
stan. AST services are as good 
as those provided by the leading 

US or EU hospitals, and there is 
no difference between the free, 
paid, and semi-paid services at 
AST-run hospitals. He informed 
that nearly 80 percent of pa-
tients receive free treatment in 
all trust-run hospitals in Rawal-
pindi, Chakwal, Kohat, Sukkur, 
Muzaffarabad, and Gilgit while 
hospital in Lahore will start 
by 2027 and provide services 
to almost 20 million people. 

COMSTECH hosts  
hybrid workshop

DNA

ISLAMABAD : COMS-
TECH, in collaboration 
with the Global Network 
for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (NTD), hosted 
an international hybrid 
workshop titled “Drug Dis-
covery and Development 
in the Modern Era” at its 
Secretariat in Islamabad. 
The event brought togeth-
er leading experts in the 
field of drug discovery and 
structural biology, includ-
ing Prof. Dr. Paul Denny 
and Prof. Dr. Ehmke Pohl 
from Durham University, 

UK. The workshop focused 
on cutting-edge strategies 
in drug discovery for ne-
glected tropical diseases, 
particularly leishmaniasis, 
and examined the role of 
structural biology and ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) in 
modern therapeutic devel-
opment. Prof. Denny, a Fel-
low of the Royal Society of 
Biology and the UK Higher 
Education Academy, shared 
insights into the global 
burden of leishmaniasis, 
now endemic in over 90 
countries across four con-
tinents. He discussed the 
limitations of current treat-
ments and emphasized the 
need for cross-border, inter-

disciplinary collaboration 
to develop effective and af-
fordable alternatives.
Prof. Dr. Ehmke Pohl, Di-
rector of the Biophysical 
Sciences Institute and 
Co-Director of the EPSRC 
MoSMed CDT at Durham 
University, highlighted 
recent advancements in 
AI-driven protein struc-
ture prediction and their 
implications for drug tar-
get identification. While 
acknowledging the prom-
ise of AI technologies 
in accelerating drug dis-
covery, he stressed the 
continued necessity of 
experimental validation 
and laboratory research.

Chinese companies in Pak
 gone full steam ahead 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan 
is struggling to improve high-
tech human capital develop-
ment, one of key objective 
of Pakistan’s 13th economic 
plan 2024-2029, China-aid-
ed skilled-based human re-
source programs are a silver 
lining equipping Pakistani 
youth with different exper-
tises. Most of the Chinese 
companies working on CPEC 
and Non-CPEC projects have 
gone full steam ahead by 
producing skilful workforce 
through their technical and 
vocational institutes as well 
human capacity building 

initiatives in the length and 
breadth of Pakistan. With an 
investment of 26 million yuan 
(3.6 million U.S. dollars), the 
Huaneng Pakistan Vocational 
and Technical College estab-
lished by Sahiwal coal-fired 
power plant, a flagship pro-
ject of CPEC in eastern Sa-
hiwal district of Pakistan, has 
empowered over 6,000 local 
youth by enhancing their 
employment skills through 
collaborative training with 
local universities, practical 
workshops, significantly con-
tributing to workforce devel-
opment, Gwadar Pro report-
ed on Wednesday. Among 
the nearly 800 Pakistani em-
ployees working at the power 
station, there are more than 

200 engineers who received 
modern technical trainings 
in China. Currently, 26 of 
them have moved to the 
vital positions of manage-
ment, production, and oth-
ers. The Pak-China Techni-
cal & Vocational Institute 
(PCTVI) in Gwadar built 
with Chinese grant under 
CPEC framework, has also 
been providing technical 
and vocational trainings 
to local youth free of cost.   
Recently it enrolled 93 
students along with 10 spe-
cialized diploma programs.  
Designed to meet the 
needs of the region’s rapid-
ly growing high-tech indus-
tries, the institute offers a 
diverse range of skill-based 

training courses, including 
Maritime & Port Manage-
ment, Software Technolo-
gy, Tourism Management, 
E-Commerce, Mechatron-
ics, Chinese and English 
Language, Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI), Construction 
Engineering, and Overhead 
Crane Operation. Accord-
ing to PCTVI Executive 
Director Prof. Dr. Manzoor 
Syed, the institute aims to 
equip the local population 
with the skills necessary to 
support Gwadar’s econom-
ic growth, particularly as 
the city continues to devel-
op through major industrial 
projects such as the Gwa-
dar Port Free Zone and 
Export Processing Zone.

Pak, Japan agree to 
deepen IT, digital 

cooperation
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information Technology and 
Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja and Japanese 
Ambassador to Pakistan Akamatsu Shuitsi discussed en-
hancing bilateral cooperation in information technology, 
digital transformation, and innovation on Thursday. In a 
meeting held here, the minister said the government’s 
commitment to fostering digital growth and embracing 
emerging technologies is in line with the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision of a “Digital Pakistan.” Both sides agreed to 
strengthen collaboration in the technology and digital 
economy sectors, focusing on benefiting from Japan’s 
expertise in digital transformation. The discussion also 
centered on human resource development, particularly 
in areas like artificial intelligence (AI), education, skills 
training, and employment for Pakistani youth. The two 
parties underscored the importance of launching joint 
initiatives aimed at building a skilled workforce and en-
couraging partnerships in education, research, and ad-
vanced technologies. Shaza Fatima and Ambassador 
Akamatsu also explored the possibility of introducing 
training programs in ICT, AI, and digital governance.—APP
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US trade war 
against China

Le Pen ready to 
divide France

I NSTEAD of retaliating, China should celebrate: US President Donald 
Trump’s economic and tariff plans are making China great again. What 
Trump called “Liberation Day” – as he announced global import tariffs 

ranging from 10 per cent to as much as 34 per cent for China, 46 per cent for 
Vietnam and 49 per cent for Cambodia – House Minority Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries denounced as “recession day”. Indeed, economists expect Trump’s tariffs 
to accelerate inflation and dampen US economic growth, causing stagflation as 
prices remain painfully high. The stock market reacted sharply the day after the 
announcement, with trillions of dollars wiped out. Since then, the US’ trade war 
with China has only escalated. After China raised its levies on US imports to 
84 per cent in response to further tariff increases by the US, Trump raised the 
US tariff rate on China to 125 per cent and instituted a 90-day pause on steep 
“reciprocal” tariffs on non-retaliating countries such as Switzerland. The 10 per 
cent baseline tariff on all US imports stands. The US stock market remained vol-
atile to the tit-for-tat tariff war between the two. This dramatic sell-off was driven 
by investor fears over the potential economic impact of the tariffs, which are ex-
pected to also disrupt global supply chains. As companies scramble to restruc-
ture their supply chains to mitigate the impact, American consumers rushed to 
buy cars and other goods before the new tariffs took effect. Dealerships report-
ed a surge in sales, particularly for vehicles from manufacturers like Honda and 
Toyota. This rush highlighted the more immediate economic disruptions caused 
by Trump’s trade policies. Since his first term, Trump has viewed the US trade 
relationship with China as unfair, and launched tariffs and export controls to 
address this perceived imbalance. Among the nations subject to the reciprocal 
tariffs announced on April 2, Trump singled out China as a major target. Trump 
also signed an executive order to eliminate the “de minimis” duty exemption 
for low-value parcels from China, effective from May 2. This means Chinese 
companies such as Shein and Temu will no longer be able to ship their low-val-
ue packages to the United States free of customs duties – the impact will be 
significant as Chinese companies ship over 1 million packages daily to the US. 
While Trump’s tariffs and the elimination of the de minimis rule seem to harm 
China’s economy, they also weaken the US position in global trade. Raising 
tariffs on so many countries across the globe, including US allies, only pushes 
them to strengthen their trade relationships. China’s export-driven economy is 
especially sensitive to changes in international trade and Trump’s tariffs are ex-
pected to strain China’s economic growth. But China can leverage its member-
ship in Brics – an alliance initially comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa, and recently expanded to include several other economies – and 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), a 15-country free-
trade agreement, to boost trade with other nations. Trump may have believed 
that raising tariffs on Chinese imports would force China to lower its import 
tariffs to appease the US, but this did not happen. Instead, China has retaliated.

H OW to punish a corrupt politician while preventing democracy from be-
ing tarnished? And how to prevent an opportunist political party from 
instilling doubt in the justice system of a country, US-style? This is the 

test that is facing France due to the affair of its rising populist politician Marine 
Le Pen, who was found guilty of diverting EU funds to pay for her party’s political 
staff, falsely claiming that they were working as assistants to its deputies in the 
European Parliament. Last week’s court ruling in Paris led to the sentencing of 
Le Pen and 24 of her associates belonging to the National Rally party with a myr-
iad of fines, prison terms and bans from campaigning, a ruling that landed like a 
bombshell in French political life. It was only normal for the party’s leader and 
her allies to attack the ruling. It is in the far-right populist playbook everywhere in 
the democratic Western world to claim to be the victim of a political witch hunt. 
Some believe that Le Pen’s sentence — she was barred from running for public 
office for five years, which means sitting on the sidelines in the 2027 French 
presidential election, which she stood a good chance of winning — was harsh and 
others believe it was appropriate. Nowhere has this divide been more visible — 
and likely to spell more headaches for France as a country — than in the slogans 
at Sunday’s demonstration organized in support of Le Pen. It was normal that Le 
Pen, though convicted by a court of law, would evoke decades of fighting injustice 
and state that she plans to continue to fight like her father, Jean-Marie, did before 
her. But symbolism could not be discarded when thousands of her supporters 
gathered in central Paris, near the golden dome of Les Invalides and the tomb of 
Napoleon. They tried to claim her martyrdom through what was billed as a pro-
test, but one could not dismiss that it was mainly electioneering and a campaign 
rally. The choice of Les Invalides for the location of the demonstration pointed to 
a revolution in the making, or at least to the revolutionary mood among National 
Rally supporters. Louis XIV ordered the building of Les Invalides in recognition 
of the sacrifices made by the soldiers who fought in his wars. The location reflects 
some foundational periods in French history. It was the place from which a mob 
stormed the Bastille prison, using firearms and cannon they had looted from the 
Hotel des Invalides, during the French Revolution. Chants heard at the protest 
referred to Le Pen and her supporters’ defiance. They voiced opposition to the 
“politically motivated” verdict, adding “Marine for president” and “they won’t 
steal 2027 from us.” This was reminiscent of the populist defiance of Trumpism 
and was aimed squarely at the French institutions as a whole. Jordan Bardella, Le 
Pen’s 29-year-old protege, made a speech in which he accused France’s judges 
of trying to silence the opposition and claimed that the date of the verdict was 
a dark day for France. In fact, it was the day of the protest that was a dark day 
for France, as more poignant than the allegations were the shirts bearing the 
slogan “Je suis Marine” (I am Marine) or comparing Le Pen’s situation to that 
of US President Donald Trump, who, despite being found liable for civil fraud, 
was able to run for election. So, if Trump could run, why not Le Pen, they asked.
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Economic recovery and government’s measures

Trump’s 90-day tariff pause: A strategic recalibration?

Atif Ikram Sheikh

Qamar Bashir

S INCE coming to power, the government 
has taken several key steps to put the 
country’s economy back on track. These 

measures aim to bring economic stability, 
control inflation, and promote investment. 
The government signed a new loan program 
with the IMF to address the financial crisis. 
Under this agreement, economic reforms 
have been implemented, including budgetary 
adjustments to reduce spending and increase 
revenue. This involves raising taxes and cut-
ting unnecessary expenditures. Additionally, 
the government’s actions have bolstered for-
eign exchange reserves by boosting exports 
and reducing imports. To control the prices 
of essential commodities, the government 
has provided subsidies and cracked down on 
hoarding. Efforts to improve the supply chain 
have enhanced the availability of goods, lead-
ing to lower prices. Furthermore, significant 
steps have been taken to promote investment, 
including policies to create a conducive busi-
ness environment by reducing taxes, removing 
bureaucratic hurdles, and lowering interest 
rates. Special economic zones have also been 
established to attract foreign investment. As a 
result, the economy has begun to stabilize, for-
eign exchange reserves have increased signif-
icantly, and inflation has declined. However, a 
full recovery will take time. The effectiveness 
of the government’s economic policies is still 
being debated, and further measures are need-
ed to ensure long-term stability.
To improve Pakistan’s economic condition, 
a comprehensive and systematic strategy 
is required to ensure stability, growth, and 
public welfare. Key economic challenges 
include external debt, low exports, high im-
ports, corruption, a weak tax system, and an 
energy crisis. The following steps are essen-
tial to addressing these issues:
1. Expanding the Tax Base: Pakistan has a low 
number of taxpayers. Bringing the informal 
economy into the formal sector is necessary 
to widen the tax net. Enforcing strict laws and 
ensuring transparency will increase public 
confidence and improve tax compliance.
2. Industrial Production and Exports: The in-
dustrial sector requires further promotion, 
with a focus on textiles, agriculture, and in-

formation technology. Producing high-quali-
ty goods that meet international standards 
will enhance exports. Additionally, Pakistan 
should explore new markets, particularly in 
Africa, Central Asia, and Europe, by mobi-
lizing trade missions and implementing an 
incentive-based system.
3. Reducing Import Dependence: Promoting 
local industries will reduce reliance on im-
ports and create employment opportunities. 
Strengthening domestic manufacturing can 
help balance trade. The government should 
support small and medium-sized enterprises 
through financial incentives, tax exemptions, 
and easy access to loans.
4. Reforming the Energy Sector: Addressing 
the energy crisis requires a focus on renew-
able energy sources such as solar, wind, and 
hydropower. Reducing transmission losses 
and implementing a comprehensive strategy 
with private-sector support can help mini-
mize energy waste and theft.
5. Managing External Debt: Long-term plan-
ning for debt repayment is crucial to reducing 
economic pressure. Improving debt manage-
ment by replacing high-interest loans with 
low-interest alternatives can ease the burden. 
Encouraging remittances through legal chan-
nels and boosting the tourism sector can also 
increase foreign exchange reserves, reducing 
dependence on external borrowing.
6. Privatization for Economic Efficiency: The 
private sector is generally more efficient and 
profitable. Privatization of government institu-
tions can reduce state expenditure and attract 
foreign investment, strengthening foreign ex-
change reserves. However, transparency, ac-
countability, and public interest must be prior-
itized to ensure a positive impact.
7. Combating Corruption and Terrorism: 
Strengthening transparency and accountabili-
ty systems is essential to eradicating corrup-
tion. Strict laws and their effective implemen-
tation under the rule of law are necessary for 
a corruption-free Pakistan. At the same time, 
combating terrorism is also crucial for Paki-
stan’s economic stability and growth. Terror-
ism has historically disrupted key sectors like 
tourism, foreign investment, and trade, while 
also straining public resources. Efforts like the 

National Action Plan, which focuses on coun-
ter-terrorism and socio-economic reforms, are 
steps in the right direction. However, a holis-
tic approach involving governance, education, 
and community engagement is essential to en-
sure long-term progress.
8. Enhancing Education and Vocational Train-
ing: Economic development requires an im-
proved education system, with a particular 
focus on technical and vocational training. 
Skill-development programs should be intro-
duced to enhance youth employability, directly 
benefiting the economy. Technical education 
equips students with practical skills for indus-
tries, businesses, and other sectors.
9. Advancing Agricultural Development: In-
creasing agricultural production through mod-
ern techniques can boost exports. The agri-
cultural sector is a key pillar of the economy, 
and innovation in this field can help Pakistan 
achieve its development goals. Expanding irri-
gation resources and converting uncultivated 
land into productive farmland are crucial steps.
10. Ensuring Political Stability: Investor con-
fidence is closely tied to political stability. A 
stable political environment, adherence to the 
rule of law, and public awareness of rights and 
responsibilities are fundamental for economic 
progress, social justice, and national security.
11. Implementing Long-Term Economic Pol-
icies: Sustainable economic growth requires 
well-planned long-term policies and their 
consistent implementation. Along with eco-
nomic reforms, poverty alleviation measures 
should be undertaken, including improve-
ments in healthcare and education to en-
hance public welfare.
A comprehensive and integrated strategy is 
necessary to improve Pakistan’s economic con-
dition. Key focus areas include tax reforms, ex-
port growth, import reduction, energy sector 
improvements, debt management, corruption 
eradication, education and skill development, ag-
ricultural expansion, political stability, and pub-
lic welfare measures. The successful implemen-
tation of these steps can lead Pakistan toward 
economic recovery and long-term development.

– The writer is the President, 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry

I N a surprising and dramatic policy reversal, Presi-
dent Donald Trump has announced a 90-day pause on 
his sweeping new tariffs for nearly every trading part-

ner—except China. The move, announced just hours after 
the tariffs went into effect, sent markets soaring, calmed 
international anxiety, and opened a temporary window 
for diplomatic negotiations. But behind the scenes, this 
abrupt about-face reveals a complex interplay of econom-
ic realities, political pressures, and global trade dynamics 
that forced the president to back down from a central ten-
et of his economic ideology. The president’s post on Truth 
Social—“a 90 DAY PAUSE”—marked a decisive pivot. While 
car, steel, and aluminum tariffs remain intact, the suspen-
sion of broader trade taxes sent the S&P 500 soaring over 
9% in a single day, its best performance since the 2008 
financial recovery. Tech stocks, airlines, and auto manufac-
turers all rallied sharply. Even companies still burdened by 
tariffs, like Ford and GM, saw significant gains.
In justifying his reversal, Trump said he acted on “instinct” 
and felt that markets and citizens alike were getting “yippy” 
and “a little bit afraid.” His folksy language barely concealed 
the broader truth: the markets were plummeting, and with 
them, investor confidence in the administration’s economic 
management. The president’s change of course was likely 
motivated by a convergence of several powerful factors. The 
bond market had shown signs of panic, signaling fears of a 
looming recession. Meanwhile, the dollar wobbled against 
global currencies, further stoking anxiety. Perhaps most 
compellingly, spontaneous demonstrations against the tar-
iffs erupted across the country—from New York to San Fran-
cisco—as thousands of Americans protested what they saw as 
an unjustified and reckless trade war that risked jobs, raised 
prices, and destabilized global partnerships. Economists and 
business leaders had warned for weeks that a prolonged tar-
iff war would increase production costs, especially in key in-
dustries reliant on imported raw materials and components. 
American companies—particularly small- and medium-sized 
manufacturers—began sounding the alarm, saying they 
could not pivot supply chains overnight. Even powerful cor-
porate allies of Trump began voicing discontent.
The president’s isolation of China in this tariff pause also 

underscores the deep geopolitical rivalry between the two 
economic superpowers. The decision to raise tariffs on 
all Chinese imports to 125% followed Beijing’s retaliatory 
move of increasing levies on U.S. goods to 84%. Both sides 
have now entered a tit-for-tat escalation, further straining 
relations already tested by restrictions on technology firms, 
export bans, and accusations of economic espionage.
China’s Ministry of Commerce responded harshly, placing 
export controls on 12 American companies and designat-
ing six more as “unreliable entities”—effectively banning 
them from Chinese markets. Trump’s team insists that the 
tariff approach is working, pointing to concessions from 
countries like Vietnam, Cambodia, and Ecuador, which 
have signaled willingness to reduce trade barriers and 
open markets to American products. Still, there is a grow-
ing debate over whether tariffs are the right mechanism to 
restore American industrial dominance. While the idea is 
to incentivize domestic production, there are challenges. 
For instance, the U.S. auto industry has struggled with 
quality and innovation, leading many consumers to pre-
fer foreign-made vehicles known for their durability, fuel 
efficiency, and after-sales service. If the administration 
hopes to make tariffs a long-term policy tool, American 
industries will need to dramatically improve their com-
petitiveness, not just rely on protectionism.
Trade barriers alone cannot revive domestic manufactur-
ing unless paired with major investments in innovation, 
training, and infrastructure. History shows that protection-
ism, while politically appealing, can often stifle innovation 
by reducing competition. In today’s fast-paced global econ-
omy, the U.S. must invest in research and development, au-
tomation, and green technologies if it wants to lead again.
The economic impact of tariffs also affects the dollar’s val-
ue. When the U.S. imposes tariffs on imports, it increases 
the cost of foreign goods, often pushing the dollar higher 
as demand rises. Conversely, retaliatory tariffs on Ameri-
can exports can weaken the dollar, as foreign buyers shift 
away from U.S. goods. Striking the right balance is tricky, 
and Trump’s pause might be seen as an effort to stabilize 
currency markets amid growing global uncertainty.
Beyond economics, international reaction has played 

a significant role in shaping the administration’s re-
sponse. Canada, a historically close ally, reacted with 
rare public fury. As one of the U.S.’s largest trading 
partners, Canada’s retaliatory measures and national 
outrage rattled policymakers. The idea that America’s 
most dependable neighbors were being punished in-
discriminately undermined Trump’s case for fair trade 
and weakened U.S. leadership on the world stage. 
The pause also raises deeper concerns about govern-
ance. During a congressional hearing on Wednesday, the 
president’s trade representative, Jamieson Greer, was 
caught off guard by the announcement. Lawmakers ex-
pressed frustration, with Rep. Steven Horsford of Ne-
vada shouting, “This is amateur hour.” The last-minute 
decision, made without consulting key officials or allies, 
raises questions about how trade policy is being formu-
lated and whether it reflects a coherent long-term strat-
egy or moment-to-moment reactions.
Meanwhile, Trump’s broader policy direction continues 
to raise alarms. On the same day as the tariff pause, 
he reaffirmed plans to revive fossil fuel extraction and 
reopen coal mines, reversing years of environmental 
progress. Critics warn that such policies could trigger 
a global race toward dirty energy production, exacer-
bating climate change and harming public health. In 
light of these developments, it would be prudent for the 
administration to extend the spirit of the 90-day tariff 
pause to its energy agenda as well. Just as tariffs de-
serve reevaluation, so too does America’s environmen-
tal policy. Rethinking coal and fossil fuel revival with the 
same urgency and pragmatism could prevent long-term 
damage to the planet and bolster America’s standing as 
a responsible global leader. In the end, Trump’s 90-day 
pause on tariffs is both a concession and an opportunity. 
It reflects the limits of unilateralism in a globally con-
nected world and offers a chance to recalibrate. 
The U.S. can use this moment not only to renegotiate 
fairer trade deals but also to reinvest in its own indus-
trial base, green technology, and diplomatic alliances. 
Whether this pause leads to a sustainable strategy—or 
merely delays another storm—remains to be seen.

This involves raising taxes 
and cutting unnecessary 

expenditures. Additionally, 
the government’s actions 

have bolstered foreign 
exchange reserves by 
boosting exports and 
reducing imports. To 
control the prices of 

essential commodities, the 
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to improve the supply 
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availability of goods, leading 
to lower prices. Furthermore, 

significant steps have 
been taken to promote 
investment, including 

policies to create a conducive 
business environment by 
reducing taxes, removing 
bureaucratic hurdles, and 

lowering interest rates
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U.S. imposes tariffs on 
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become Ethiopia’s First Ambassador to the King-
dom of Bahrain in 2020.  Once again, I found myself 
building something new, strengthening ties, and 
fostering collaboration between the two nations.  
And now, I have the immense honor of serving as 
the first Ethiopian Ambassador to Pakistan—a na-
tion I deeply admire, respect and love.  For the last 
two and half years, I have been striving to cultivate 
a strong and long lasting partnership between our 
two countries, working day in and day out to foster 
understanding and establish cooperation. You could 
say, I have become something of an expert at estab-
lishing new missions, forging fresh connections and 
pioneering innovative approaches. I really thrive on 
the challenge of building something meaningful and 
lasting.  And, now I am incredibly excited to embark 
on this new chapter in Kyrgyz Republic, and Turk-
menistan where I have presented my credentials as 
a non-resident Ambassador of Ethiopia in December 
2024, whereas the same honor I had in the Republic 
of Tajikistan in January 2025. 
2: How would you describe the historical and 
current state of diplomatic relations between 
Ethiopia and Pakistan?
Historically, the FDR Ethiopia and the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan are the two brotherly nations 
that share a lot of commonality. Ethiopia, the land 
of revered figures like Hazrat Bilal Habeshi and 
King Nejashei, holds a special place in Islamic his-
tory that fosters the affinity between the two coun-
tries. Bound by a deep sense of brotherhood, root-
ed in historical, cultural and religious connections, 
these two nations have developed a bond of mutual 
respect and understanding since establishing the 
formal diplomatic ties in 1958.
This connection went one step further with land-
mark visit of President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to Ethi-
opia in 1972, which paved the way for enhanced 
collaboration and the establishment of Pakistan’s 
Embassy in Addis Ababa a year later.
Over the decades, Ethiopia and Pakistan have con-
sistently demonstrated their commitment to mu-
tual support on the world stage. They have stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder in international forums, cham-
pioning shared interests and pursuing collaborative 
initiatives that uplift their people and contribute to 

global well-being. The dawn of a new era in Ethiopi-
an foreign policy, ushered in by Prime Minister Dr. 
Abiy Ahmed in 2018, brought renewed focus to the 
relationship with Pakistan. Recognizing Pakistan’s 
strategic significance, its unwavering support dur-
ing challenging times, and its potential as a valua-
ble partner, Ethiopia has actively sought to deepen 
ties. Pakistan, in turn, has long recognized Ethio-
pia’s vital role in the Horn of Africa and African 
continent, a region rich in economic promise and 
natural resources.  This recognition is embodied 
in Pakistan’s “Look and Engage Africa Initiative,” 
which identifies Ethiopia as a key gateway to the 
African continent. Today, the bilateral relationship 
between Ethiopia and Pakistan is flourishing. The 
opening of the Ethiopian Embassy in Islamabad 
is a manifestation of this deepening bond and has 
facilitated increased trade, investment, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges. The Ethiopian Airlines 
now connects Karachi and Addis Ababa with four 
weekly flights, fostering greater connectivity and 
facilitating business and tourism.
Furthermore, high-level delegations from both 
countries have exchanged visits, culminating in the 
signing of multiple Memoranda of Understanding 
in diverse sectors like trade, investment, science 
and technology.  These agreements pave the way 
for enhanced cooperation and shared prosperi-
ty. As the world undergoes rapid transformation, 
Ethiopia and Pakistan are all set to elevate their 
relationship to a strategic partnership. By building 
on their historical ties and shared values, they have 
the potential to bolster bilateral, regional, and mul-
tilateral cooperation for the mutual benefit of their 
people and the international community. 
3. What are the key areas where Ethiopia and Pa-
kistan are collaborating economically? Are there 
untapped sectors with significant potential?
Economic collaboration between Ethiopia and Pa-
kistan is gradually increasing, particularly since 
the establishment of the Ethiopian Embassy in Is-
lamabad.  This has facilitated numerous trade dele-
gations and agreements, fostering partnerships in 
sectors like pharmaceuticals, surgical, agriculture, 
agro processing and textiles.
In the past two years, high-level delegations from 
both sides have explored avenues for collaboration 
in each other countries.  A prime example is the 

75-member Pakistani business delegation that visit-
ed Ethiopia in 2023, representing major chambers 
of commerce and prominent companies from all 
spheres and sectors of Pakistan. This visit resulted 
in the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce signing a 
crucial agreement with its Ethiopian counterpart, 
laying the groundwork for enhanced bilateral trade.
Furthermore, leading Pakistani corporations like 
Arif Habib Group and Roshan Packages have also 
signed MoUs with the Ethiopian Investment Com-
mission in 2023, pledging significant investments 
in key sectors such as fertilizer production, con-
struction, and packaging.
The momentum continued with a reciprocal visit by 
a 50-member official and business delegation from 
the FDR Ethiopia in May 2023 which signed mul-
tiple agreements with the different business cham-
bers including Islamabad and Karachi.
Likewise, we have facilitated an 80-member busi-
ness and investment delegation from Pakistan to 
Ethiopia in 2024, which included representatives 
from the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan 
and various trade associations and companies. This 
visit yielded further agreements, with the Faisal-
abad and Sialkot Chambers, along with the Sund-
ar Trade and Industry Association, signing MoUs 
with the Ethiopian Investment Commission. These 
agreements have opened doors for collaboration in 
diverse fields including agriculture, pharmaceuti-
cals, surgical equipment, sports and leather goods.
Current trade between the two countries includes 
pharmaceuticals, surgical supplies, agricultural 
products, textiles, and leather goods. However, 
both the nations need to recognize the vast un-
tapped potential for growth.  Ethiopia, for instance, 
imports a substantial portion of its pharmaceuti-
cal and surgical products, presenting a significant 
opportunity for Pakistani exporters.  Conversely, 
Ethiopia’s fertile lands offer Pakistan access to 
high-quality agricultural commodities like coffee, 
tea, pulses, soybeans, and oilseeds.
By capitalizing on these untapped opportunities 
and fostering a spirit of partnership, Ethiopia and 
Pakistan are set to reap significant mutual benefits 
and drive economic growth for both nations.
4: What measures are being taken to en-
hance trade volume between Ethiopia and 
Pakistan, and what products or industries 

could benefit the most?
Ethiopia and Pakistan are actively pursuing a mul-
ti-pronged approach to bolster bilateral trade.  Be-
yond the high-profile trade delegations and agree-
ments, a concerted effort is underway to cultivate 
deeper economic ties. The Ethiopian Embassy in 
Islamabad has played a pivotal role to this end. 
Through targeted outreach, the embassy has en-
gaged with chambers of commerce across Pakistan, 
from the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry to local chambers in key cities 
like Karachi, Lahore, Faisalabad, Sialkot, Multan, 
Gujranwala, Shekupura Rawalpindi and Islamabad.  
These engagements have included presentations 
and briefings highlighting the diverse investment 
opportunities in Ethiopia’s burgeoning economy.
I personally visited all those business chambers and 
addressed to the queries of the business community. 
Likewise, in 2024, the Embassy organized multiple 
business forums across Pakistan, coinciding with 
the second Pakistani trade delegation visit to Ethio-
pia. These forums provided a valuable platform for 
businesses from both countries to connect, explore 
partnerships, and gain insights into specific sec-
tors ripe for collaboration.
Formalizing this commitment, Ethiopia and Paki-
stan have also signed and ratified a bilateral trade 
agreement, providing a framework for enhanced 
trade and investment.
Further strengthening these ties, Ethiopian Air-
lines now offers direct flights to Pakistan, facilitat-
ing seamless travel for businesses and fostering 
people-to-people exchanges between Pakistan and 
Ethiopia and the rest of Africa. These combined 
efforts have successfully established institutional 
linkages between the two countries, leading to a reg-
ular exchange of delegations across various sectors.  
This momentum promises to unlock the immense 
potential for trade between Ethiopia and Pakistan. 
This year, Trade Development Authority of Pakistan 
along with Ministry of Commerce in Partnership 
with Ethiopian Embassy organizing the Single Coun-
try Exhibition in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in between 
15-17 May 2025 where many African countries join 
the forum to connect with the participants from Pa-
kistan. In this regard, I kindly invite the interested 
companies to seize the availed opportunities.

To be concluded

Ethiopia-Pak relations given new dimensions: Amb. Jemal

Briefs
Imposition 
of US tariffs 
can have...
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will rise to the occasion and 
restore hope in peace and 
justice through meaningful 
action. He said we believe 
that in the lead-up to the 
Conference, the ceasefire 
must be fully implemented; 
the blockade on Gaza must 
be lifted; humanitarian ac-
cess must be guaranteed; 
and civilians and humani-
tarian personnel must be 
protected. The Spokesper-
son said any attempt to for-
cibly displace Palestinians 
or annex their land must 
be unequivocally rejected 
and effectively prevented.

Mufti 
Usmani calls 
for peaceful..

From Page 01
Miscreants attacked a res-
taurant in Mirpurkhas and 
set it on fire lateon Tues-
day night, officials said on 
Wednesday. In Karachi, 
the Gadap City police said 
that over 100 activists of a 
religious party attempted 
to ransack another outlet 
of the fast-food chain on 
M-9 motorway on Wednes-
day evening, but the police 
thwarted their plan. Ten 
activistsof the Tehreek-i-Lab-
baik Pakistan were arrested 
on Tuesday evening after 
a mob ransacked an outlet 
of an international fast-food 
chain Kentucky Fried Chick-
en (KFC) in Karachis DHA. 
KFC notably is not included 
in the boycott listof the glob-
al Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement. 

SC 
questions 
lack of ...
From Page 01

Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail said such disputes 
are frequently seen in Quet-
ta Cantt.  Justice Mazhar 
noted that shopping malls 
are not declared restricted 
zones, adding that Kara-
chi has six to seven Can-
tonment areas, but major 
roads there are not marked 
as restricted.  Justice Man-
dokhail shared a personal in-
cident where he was denied 
entry into a Cantonment 
due to not having a permit. 
He questioned the broad 
interpretation of Defence 
of Pakistan,saying even 
the Supreme Court and 
parliament could fall under 
it.  He added that although 
the Army Act is a valid law, 
since the insertion of Arti-
cle 10-A in the Constitution 
(which ensures the right to 
a fair trial), earlier practic-
es need to be reassessed. 

IHC 
summons 

IGP...
From Page 01

find a clue to their wherea-
bouts. We can realise (the 
gravity of the situation) 
only if it happens to any of 
us. You evade responsibil-
ity by simply expressing 
ignorance of any missing 
persons whereabouts,a 
visibly perturbed judge 
remarked (while address-
ing policemen). He told 
the policemen present in 
court that when he was in 
Balochistan, the same ex-
cuses were thrown about 
and later the missing per-
son appeared in that very 
province. How long this 
situation will persist. The 
kin of a missing person 
goes through untold ordeal. 
The mother of the four 
missing brothers comes to 
court every now and then. 

Afghan 
refugees...
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It is pertinent to mention 
here that the government 
had given them a dead-
line to leave the country 
by March 31. The minis-
ter emphasised that this 
deadline has expired and 
there will be no further 
extension in this regard. 
One-document regime 
will be fully implemented, 
requiring valid visas and 
passports to enter Paki-
stan,the minister added. 
He said Afghan citizens 
who are being repatriat-
ed can visit, work, and 
stay in Pakistan under 
the one-document regime 
policy, provided they have 
valid visas and passports.

HBL PSL X begins 
today in Rawalpindi

The winner will be awarded USD 500,000, while the runners-up 
team will take with them USD 200,000 after the 18 May final 

Sports Desk 

Rawalpindi: The HBL Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) is all set to welcome its 
tenth edition – HBL PSL X, when defend-
ing champions Islamabad United take on 
Lahore Qalandars at the Rawalpindi Crick-
et Stadium on Friday night. A glittering 
opening ceremony before the start of play 
on Friday will mark the beginning of this 
historic edition. HBL PSL X is slated to run 
from 11 April to 18 May with night matches 
starting at 8pm PKT.  The 34-match tour-
nament comprises of three-double headers 
scheduled on 12 April, 1 and 10 May, while 
the remaining fixtures will be single head-
ers taking place across Karachi, Lahore, 
Multan and Rawalpindi. The three after-
noon games will begin at 4pm PKT.
The six teams will also be locking horns to 
take away the USD 500,000 prize money 
set for the winners, while the runners-up 
team will be awarded USD 200,000. The 
HBL PSL X Draft, which took place on 13 
January, gave the six franchises an oppor-
tunity to refurbish their squads ahead of 
the historic edition. The newly renovated 
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore is set to play 

host to 13 HBL PSL X matches including 
Qualifier, Eliminator and the 18 May final. 
The Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium will host 
11 matches, while Multan Cricket Stadium 
and National Bank Stadium will witness five 
HBL PSL X matches each this season.
Babar Azam, the leading run-scorer in the 
HBL PSL with 3,504 runs to his name, 
will be leading the HBL PSL 2017 winners 
Peshawar Zalmi. Australias David Warn-
er becomes the fourth overseas player to 
lead the 2020 champions Karachi Kings 
after Ravi Bopara, Kumar Sangakkara and 
Eoin Morgan.  Mohammad Rizwan, who led 
Multan Sultans to glory in the 2021 edition 
in Abu Dhabi, will continue to reign as Sul-
tansskipper having done so 48 times in the 
previous four HBL PSL editions. Quettas 
Saud Shakeel will take the leadership du-
ties of the Gladiators from Rilee Rossouw.
Shadab Khan, who has led Islamabad Unit-
ed in 55 HBL PSL matches so far, has been 
entrusted leadership duties for HBL PSL X 
as well, while Shaheen Shah Afridi, the only 
captain to have won consecutive HBL PSL 
titles will be in charge of the Lahore Qalan-
dars. In HBL PSL 2024, Islamabad United 
emerged winners bagging the title for third 
time, while Multan Sultans ended up as 

runners-up for the third consecutive time.
Pre-tournament Press conference
Babar Azam, captain Peshawar Zalmi: 
This season we are focusing on what we 
missed out in the last couple of editions and 
not to repeat the same mistakes. We have 
strengthened our core on both bowling and 
batting front so that we dont struggle at 
any stage of the game. We will look to field 
XIs according to the conditions on the four 
venues. I think all the six teams are strong 
making the HBL PSL X highly competitive.
Hasan Ali, vice-captain Karachi Kings:
Karachi Kings have changed their combi-
nation to bring firepower to their batting 
and in HBL PSL X we intend to play with 
aggression early on as powerplay is the key 
to increasing your chances of winning.
The team environment has been great over 
the last few days and we will try to play en-
tertaining cricket wherever we go.
Mohammad Rizwan, captain Multan 
Sultans: The HBL PSL X has become a 
huge brand that every family in the coun-
try has supporters of different teams, while 
all the fans wait for this sporting spectacle 
whole year. Whoever wins the tournament 
will be a success for this country as the 
league has entered the 10thedition.

Saud Shakeel, captain Quetta Gladiators:
The last few seasons havent been good for 
Quetta and like all other teams we have 
tried our best to assemble a quality squad. 
We look forward to playing well and enter-
taining the fans this time around. Our squad 
looks well balanced and it will be exciting to 
lead Quetta Gladiators this season.
Shadab Khan, captain Islamabad United:
Islamabad United is excited to play five home 
games at the Rawalpindi Stadium this sea-
son and we look forward to performing well 
in front of our fans. You will get to see a dif-
ferent Islamabad United outfit this season. 
Being the defending champions, we will look 
to continue the consistent performances this 
season as well and expand our trophy cabinet.
Shaheen Shah Afridi, captain Lahore 
Qalandars: One of the key goals for La-
hore Qalandars throughout the HBL PSL 
has been developing and producing quality 
players and we will stick to that goal in the 
10thedition of the league as well. I am highly 
excited for the young players in the Lahore 
Qalandars squad and hopefully they will de-
liver well during this season. I am enjoying 
the leadership duties for Lahore Qalandars 
and looking forward to celebrate the HBL 
PSL throughout the next few weeks.

BD humble Thailand 
in Womens World 

Cup Qualifier
Bangladesh replace hosts Pakistan 

at the top of the standings
LAHORE: Skipper Nigar Sultanas brisk century, followed by 
five-wicket hauls by Fahima Khatun and Jannatul Ferdus, pro-
pelled Bangladesh to a resounding 178-run victory over Thai-
land in the third match of the ICC Womens Cricket World 
Cup Qualifier here at the Lahore City Cricket Association 
Ground on Thursday. Thailand captain Naruemol Chaiwais 
decision to bowl first backfired as Bangladesh registered a 
massive total of 271/3 in their allotted 50 overs, courtesy of 
a combined effort by their batting unit. The Asian side, how-
ever, had a contrasting start to their innings as they lost their 
opener Ishma Tanjim (eight) in the fourth over with just 15 
runs on the board. Following the early hiccup, Sharmin 
Akhter joined Fargana Haque in the middle and together 

they launched an astounding recovery. The duo added an 
anchoring 104-run partnership which eventually culminated 
with the openers dismissal in the 28th over. Haque made 
53 off 82 deliveries, laced with four boundaries. Akhter was 
then joined for a match-defining 152-run partnership for the 
third wicket with centurion Sultana, who perished on the fi-
nal delivery of the innings. Akhter remained unbeaten on 
94 off 126 deliveries with the help of 11 fours, while Sul-
tana top-scored with 101 off just 80 balls, studded with 15 
fours and a six. For Thailand, Phannita Maya, Thipatcha Put-
thawong and Onnicha Kamchomphu made one scalp apiece. 
Chasing a daunting 272-run target, Thailand were bowled 
out for a meagre 93 in 28.5 overs and thus succumbed to 
a gruelling 178-run defeat in their campaign opener. Open-
ers Nattaya Boochatham and Chanida Sutthiruang gave 
Thailand a solid start by putting together 38 runs for the 
first wicket before Khatun dismissed the latter. Sutthiruang 
remained the top-scorer for Thailand with a 26-ball 22, com-
prised of four boundaries. Her dismissal sparked an astound-
ing collapse which saw Thailand lose their remaining nine 
wickets for just 55 runs. Besides Sutthiruang, Boochatham 
(17) and skipper Chaiwai (15) were the other two batters 
to amass double digits, while the rest failed complete-
ly against the ruthless duo of Khatun and Ferdus. – DNA

PM arrives 
in Belarus 
on two-day 

visit
From Page 01

During his visit, the prime 
minister will hold talks with 
President Lukashenko to 
review progress in areas of 
mutual interest. The two 
sides are also expected to 
sign several agreements 
to further strengthen co-
operation. Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharifs visit un-
derscores a strong and on-
going partnership between 
Pakistan and Belarus.

PTI submits 
resolution 
against...
From Page 01

The resolution, led by Lead-
er of the Opposition Omar 
Ayub Khan and signed by 
parliamentary leader Zartaj 
Gul, Ali Muhammad Khan, 
Mujahid Khan, and oth-
er party members, urged 
an immediate halt to the 
Cholistan canals project un-
til constitutional provisions 
were fulfilled and Sindhs 
concerns are addressed. 
The document, titled “Res-
olution on Addressing 
Sindh’s Reservations Re-
garding the Green Pakistan 
Initiative of Constructing 
Canals on the Indus Riv-
er”, calls on the federal 
government to convene an 
emergency meeting of the 
Council of Common Inter-
ests (CCI) within 15 days.

PTI bigwigs 
at logger 
heads...
From Page 01

Supreme Court on the mat-
ter of permission to hold the 
meeting. Everyone has the 
right to meet Imran Khan, 
Senator Zafar added. He 
noted that the former prime 
minister has stated that he 
is open to speaking with an-
yone in the interest of the 
country. Speaking to me-
dia at the IHC earlier, Raja 
said that it had been agreed 
upon by all that he would 
provide the names of six 
lawyers. However, on Tues-
day, only the manzoor-e-naz-
ar were permitted to meet 
with the party chairman 
and the names of the six 
lawyers he provided were 
not given permission, the 
PTI Secretary General said.

Nepra nods 
Rs1.71 per...

From Page 01
Following a consensus with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif earlier 
this month announced a 
reduction in power tariffs 
for domestic and industrial 
consumers by Rs7.41 and 
Rs7.69 per unit, respective-
ly. The decision has been 
forwarded to the federal 
government for formal im-
plementation. However, 
Nepra confirmed that life-
line consumers will not 
benefit from the reduction.

BBL and WBBL 
drafts moved to 
mid June 2025

Melbourne: The BBL and WBBL drafts have been 
brought forward to mid-June to ensure greater clarity for both 
competitions while allowing the men’s tournament to have 
the first pick of leading overseas players.  Traditionally held 
in late August or early September, this year’s drafts will take 
place on June 19, falling between the World Test Champion-
ship final and the start of the men’s tour of the West Indies. 
Brisbane Heat will have the first pick in the BBL draft, deter-
mined by a weighted lottery based on last season’s finishing 
positions, while Sydney Sixers will enjoy the same advantage 
in the WBBL.  Defending BBL champions, Hobart Hurricanes, 
will pick fifth, and WBBL holders, Melbourne Renegades, will 
choose seventh. Draft picks can be traded. A significant chal-
lenge for the BBL is securing top overseas players who can 
remain for the entire tournament, especially with rival leagues 
like SA20 and ILT20 also taking place in January. – Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Peshawar Zalmi, Islamabad United, Karachi Kings, Lahore Qalandars, Multan Sultans and Quetta Gladiators captains posing 
with Pakistan Super League-X, trophy after the press conference, at a local hotel. – DNA Photo by Shahid Qureshi
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RIYADH: A groundbreaking sci-
entific study led by Saudi Ara-
bia’s Heritage Commission has 
revealed that the Arabian Pen-
insula, now largely arid desert, 
was a lush green oasis nearly 
eight million years ago. An-
nounced at a press conference, 
the study, published in the 
prestigious journal Nature – 
analyzes 22 cave formations in 
the “Duhool Al-Summan” sink-
holes northeast of the capital. 
According to Dr. Ajab Alotaibi, 
Director General of Antiqui-
ties at the Heritage Commis-
sion, the research presents 
the longest continuous climate 
record ever documented in the 

Arabian Peninsula, spanning 
an extraordinary eight million 
years. “This is one of the most 
significant climate records in 
the Arabian Peninsula,” Alotai-
bi said, highlighting that the 
findings offer vital insights 
into the region’s environmen-
tal past and its pivotal role as 
a corridor for the migration of 
humans and animals between 
Africa, Asia, and Europe. The 
study, titled “Recurrent Humid 
Phases in Arabia Over the Past 
8 Million Years,” is a central 
component of the Kingdom’s 
flagship Green Arabia Project 
– an ambitious initiative for un-
covering Saudi Arabia’s natu-
ral and environmental history. 
The project brought together 
30 scientists from 28 insti-

tutions worldwide, including 
the Saudi Geological Survey, 
King Saud University, the Max 
Planck Institute (Germany), 
Griffith University (Australia), 
and multiple research centers 
across Europe and the United 
States. Using advanced geo-
chemical techniques such as 
oxygen and carbon isotope 
analysis, and precise Urani-
um-Thorium and Uranium-Lead 
dating, the team identified a 
series of humid climatic phas-
es stretching from the late 
Miocene through the Pliocene 
and into the late Pleistocene. 
These wet periods transformed 
the Arabian Peninsula into fer-
tile landscapes with rivers, 
lakes, and diverse ecosystems. 
The deposits studied, stalag-

mites and stalactites from sev-
en sinkholes near Shawyah in 
Rumah Governorat, preserved 
rich geological data that reflect 
dramatic environmental shifts 
over millions of years. The re-
search supports fossil evidence 
of once-thriving populations of 
water-dependent animals, in-
cluding crocodiles, hippos, ele-
phants, giraffes, and large pred-
ators, species now extinct in the 
region. Beyond reconstructing a 
vibrant prehistoric ecosystem, 
the study also sheds light on the 
role of climate in shaping pat-
terns of human migration and 
biodiversity across continents. 
“Understanding these ancient 
humid phases helps us trace 
how early humans and animals 
moved between continents and 

adapted to shifting environ-
ments,” Alotaibi noted. The 
Heritage Commission hailed 
the study as a major milestone 
in Saudi Arabia’s scientific and 
cultural journey and reaffirmed 
its commitment to promoting 
global research collaboration. 
Officials also emphasized the un-
tapped potential of the Kingdom’s 
cave systems, many of which re-
main unexplored and could hold 
further secrets about the re-
gion’s ancient past. As part 
of ongoing efforts, the Green 
Arabia Project continues to 
lead international research 
aimed at documenting and 
preserving Saudi Arabia’s nat-
ural and cultural heritage in 
the face of evolving climate 
and environmental challenges.

KSA once a green oasis, study 
of ancient caves reveals

Briefs
Rupee gains 

22 paisa 
against US 

Dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Thursday appreciated 
by 22 paisa against the US 
Dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs280.55 
against the previous day’s 
closing of Rs280.77.
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the dollar in 
the open market stood at 
Rs280.65 and Rs282.15, re-
spectively. The price of the 
Euro increased by Rs0.40 
to close at Rs309.25 against 
the last day’s closing of 
Rs308.85, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese yen 
came down by 01 paisa and 
closed at Rs1.91, where-
as an increase of Rs2.01 
was witnessed in the ex-
change rate of the British 
Pound, which was traded 
at Rs361.12 as compared 
to the last day’s closing of 
Rs359.11. The exchange 
rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and the Saudi Riyal 
decreased by 06 pasia each 
to close at Rs76.38 and 
Rs74.73, respectively.—APP

PSX gains 
2,036 points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) witnessed 
bullish trend on Thursday, 
gaining 2,036.05 points, a 
positive change of 1.78 per-
cent, closing at 116,189.21 
points as compared to 
114,153.16 points on the 
last trading day. A total of 
638,089,718 shares were 
traded during the day as 
compared to 448,693,567 
shares the previous trading 
day, whereas the price of 
shares stood at Rs36.924 
billion against Rs26.585 bil-
lion on the last trading day. 
As many as 451 companies 
transacted their shares in 
the stock market, 347 of 
them recorded gains and 63 
sustained losses, whereas 
the share price of 41 compa-
nies remained unchanged. 
The three top trading 
companies were Cnergy-
ico PK with 86,573,180 
shares at Rs 8.52 per 
share, K-Electric Limited 
with 57,922,646 shares at 
Rs4.54 per share and Sui 
South Gas with 44,734,661 
shares at Rs 39.13 per 
share. Rafhan Maize Prod-
ucts Company Limited 
witnessed a maximum in-
crease of Rs 158.17 per 
share closing at Rs 8,999.00 
whereas runner-up was 
Hoechst Pakistan Limited 
with Rs 144.31 rise in its 
share price to close at Rs 
3,200.00. Nestle Pakistan 
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of Rs 22.87 
per share price, closing 
at Rs 7,183.48, whereas 
the runner-up was Is-
mail Industries Limited 
with Rs 16.83 decline in 
its per share price to Rs 
1,756.91.—APP

US has hit 
more than 

100 targets in 
Yemen since 
mid-March

WASHINGTON: The United 
States has struck more than 
100 targets in Houthi-con-
trolled areas of Yemen since 
beginning the latest phase 
of its air campaign against 
the Iran-backed militia last 
month, a US defense official 
said Wednesday. American 
forces have hammered the 
Houthis with near-daily air 
strikes since March 15 in 
a bid to end the threat they 
pose to civilian shipping and 
military vessels in the Red 
Sea and Gulf of Aden. “The 
US has hit more than 100 
targets in Houthi-controlled 
parts of Yemen,” the defense 
official said in response to a 
question on the number of 
American strikes since mid-
March. “We have destroyed 
command and control facili-
ties, weapons manufacturing 
facilities, and advanced weap-
ons storage locations,” said 
the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. De-
spite the strikes, the Houthis 
— who control large swathes 
of Yemen and have been at 
war with the international-
ly recognized government 
since 2015 — have contin-
ued to claim attacks against 
both US vessels and Israel. 
The militants began target-
ing shipping in late 2023, 
claiming solidarity with Pal-
estinians in the Gaza Strip, 
which has been devastat-
ed by a military campaign 
launched by Israel after 
a shock Hamas attack in 
October of that year.—APP

Iraq, US 
sign deal 

on projects 
including 

power plants
DUBAI: Iraq and the United 
States signed on Wednes-
day a memorandum of un-
derstanding for projects in 
the Gulf country, including 
24,000 megawatts of power 
plants, the Iraqi prime min-
ister’s media office said. 
Another MOU has been 
inked between Iraq’s Min-
istry of Electricity and US 
company UGT Renewables 
to establish an integrated 
solar energy project with a 
capacity of 3,000 MW, the 
media office said in a state-
ment. US President Donald 
Trump’s administration last 
month rescinded a sanc-
tions waiver that since 2018 
has allowed Iraq to pay Iran 
for electricity as Washing-
ton presses on with its 
“maximum pressure” cam-
paign against Tehran. Iraq, 
OPEC’s second-largest pro-
ducer after Saudi Arabia, 
uses Iranian power imports 
to generate electricity and 
has been under pressure 
from the US to reduce its 
reliance on power and gas 
imports from Iran. —APP

Gold price ups 
by Rs.7,800 

per tola
ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
increased by Rs.7,800 and 
was traded at Rs.328,800 
on Thursday as compared 
to its sale at Rs321,000 on 
the previous trading day, 
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems 
and Jewellers Association 
reported.  The prices of 
10 grams of 24 karat also 
increased by Rs.6,688 
to Rs 281,893 from Rs. 
275,205 whereas the pric-
es of 10 gram 22 karat gold 
also went up by Rs.6,131 
to Rs.258,411 from Rs 
252,280, respectively. The 
price of per tola silver 
witnessed an increase of 
Rs64 and closed at Rs3,234 
and that of ten gram silver 
rose by Rs55 to close at 
Rs2,772. The price of gold 
in the international market 
increased by $78 to $3,118 
from $3,040,  whereas sil-
ver surged by $0.64 to close 
at $30.94, the Association 
reported.—APP

Egypt’s annual 
inflation rises 

to 13.1% in 
March

RIYADH: Egypt’s annual 
inflation rate rose to 13.1 
percent in March, up from 
12.5 percent in the previous 
month, according to the lat-
est official data.  The monthly 
consumer price index also in-
creased by 1.5 percent com-
pared to February, reaching 
250.6 points, Egypt’s Central 
Agency for Public Mobiliza-
tion and Statistics reported.  
Higher prices in key food 
categories including fruits, 
vegetables, and meat, drove 
the change, with some items 
experiencing double-digit 
year-on-year surges.  The 
data indicates continued in-
flationary pressures across 
essential sectors, affecting 
households nationwide.  The 
increase comes as Egypt 
continues to contend with 
the effects of currency de-
valuations, subsidy reforms, 
and global food and fuel price 
shocks.  The CAPMAS re-
port revealed that the food 
and beverage division was 
the primary contributor to 
the March inflation increase, 
with year-on-year prices for 
fruits soaring by 76.7 per-
cent and vegetables climbing 
by 6.6 percent.  Meat and 
poultry rose by 6.2 percent, 
while the price of cereals and 
bread jumped 8.1 percent 
compared to March last year.  
Across North Africa, inflation 
trends remain mixed as neigh-
boring economies contend 
with varying degrees of price 
pressures.   Algeria’s annual in-
flation rate rose to 4.7 percent 
in January, its highest since 
October, according to data 
platform Trading Economics. 
Morocco saw a sharper in-
crease to 2.6 percent in Feb-
ruary from 2 percent, while 
Tunisia’s rate edged up to 5.9 
percent in March from 5.7 
percent, driven by higher food, 
clothing, and household costs.  
Sudan, still grappling with 
hyperinflation, saw a slight 
easing to 142.34 percent in 
February from 145.14 percent, 
though it remains among the 
world’s highest.  In Egypt, 
notable annual increases 
were recorded in the cloth-
ing and footwear segment, 
which rose 18.3 percent, 
driven by a 22.9 percent 
spike in shoes and a 19.4 
percent rise in ready-made 
garments.   Housing and 
utility costs also advanced, 
registering a 17.4 percent 
increase year on year—APP

Pakistan, UK discuss energy 
collaboration, sustainable uplift

Ali Pervaiz Malik underscored the government’s commitment to bolstering energy security 
 and efficiency, welcoming British expertise and investment in the field

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik and Devel-
opment Director of the British High 
Commission Joe Moir on Thursday 
discussed exploring opportunities 
for enhanced bilateral cooperation 
in Pakistan’s petroleum and energy 
sectors.
During the meeting, the discus-
sions focused on strengthening 
UK-Pakistan collaboration in oil, 
gas, and broader energy initiatives, 
with both sides emphasizing sus-
tainable development, technologi-
cal exchange, and British support 
for Pakistan’s energy infrastruc-
ture. Ali Pervaiz Malik underscored 
the government’s commitment to 
bolstering energy security and effi-
ciency, welcoming British expertise 
and investment in the field.
“Pakistan values its longstanding 
relationship with the UK, and we 
look forward to deepening coop-
eration in the energy sector to en-
sure sustainable growth and mutual 
economic benefits,” he said, adding 
the country’s push to reform its liq-
uid fuels sector in alignment with 
its sustainability goals. Joe Moir 
reaffirmed the UK’s support for 

Pakistan’s energy transition and 
capacity building. “The UK is keen 
to collaborate with Pakistan in ad-
dressing energy challenges through 
innovation and investment. We 
are committed to supporting pro-

jects that promote economic re-
silience and enhance institutional 
capacity,” he stated. The meeting 
also covered potential joint ven-
tures, regulatory improvements, 
and policy frameworks condu-

cive to future investments. Both 
sides agreed to maintain close 
engagement and pursue further 
collaboration under the broader 
strategic partnership between 
Pakistan and the United King-

dom. The meeting concluded on 
a positive note, with a shared 
vision to advance energy coop-
eration under the broader stra-
tegic partnership between Paki-
stan and the United Kingdom.
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UAE to develop 
Indonesia’s new 100 MW 
floating solar power plant

DNA

JAKARTA: Indonesia has 
signed an agreement with 
the UAE to develop a 100 
MW floating solar pow-
er plant in West Java, its 
second collaboration with 
Emirati giant Masdar after 
the Cirata project — South-
east Asia’s largest floating 
photovoltaic installation. 
The project was announced 
by Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto’s office 
following his meeting with 
UAE President Mohammed 
bin Zayed in Abu Dhabi on 
Wednesday.  Masdar will 
help Indonesia’s state utili-
ty company PLN to build a 
solar power infrastructure 
on West Java’s Jatigede res-
ervoir, more than 200 km 
east of the capital Jakarta.  
“Indonesia and the UAE, 
we have such close and 
friendly relations … Masdar 
is also one of the best com-

panies in the world when 
it comes to renewable en-
ergy,” Husin Bagis, Indo-
nesia’s ambassador to the 
UAE, told Arab News on 
Thursday. The project will 
be Masdar’s second float-
ing solar plant, after the 
145 MW Cirata Floating So-
lar Photovoltaic Plant on a 
reservoir, also in West Java. 
It was inaugurated in No-
vember 2023 by then Pres-
ident Joko Widodo and cost 
$100 million. Aside from 
being the biggest in South-
east Asia, the Cirata plant, 
which can power around 
50,000 households, is the 
third-largest floating solar 
plant in the world. During 
Subianto’s Abu Dhabi vis-
it, Indonesia and the UAE 
also agreed to increase 
the capacity of the Cirata 
solar power plant. “UAE is 
looking for joint ventures 
in Indonesia … There have 
been talks of more renew-
able energy projects in 

Indonesia to help us build 
at least a capacity of 2 GW 
in the near future,” Bagis 
said. According to PLN, the 
plant’s maximum capacity 
could still be expanded, as 
the solar panels installed so 
far only occupied about 4 
percent of the Cirata reser-
voir. Regulations permit up 
to 20 percent of the area to 
be utilized by the plant.  In 
2023, renewables account-
ed for around 13 percent 
of Indonesia’s energy mix. 
The country of 270 million 
people has been working 
to increase its renewable 
energy sources to meet its 
pledge of achieving net-ze-
ro emissions by 2060.  
Indonesia is one of the 
world’s largest produc-
ers and consumers of he 

Saudi Arabia records 89% growth 
in licensed tourism hospitality 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s tourism sector saw significant growth in 2024, with the 
number of licensed hospitality facilities increasing by 89 percent to 4,425 across 
various regions of the Kingdom. In a post on X, the Ministry of Tourism’s official 
spokesperson Mohammed Al-Rasasimah described the surge as “remarkable,” add-
ing that it reflects efforts “to support the sector’s growth and enhance its investment 
attractiveness.” He added that the expansion comes amid a significant boom in the 
Kingdom’s tourism sector, driven by an influx of travelers and the ministry’s commit-
ment to fostering a world-class hospitality environment. The ministry reported in March 
that the number of licensed hospitality facilities in Makkah reached 1,030 by the end of 
2024, marking an 80 percent rise compared to the previous year. This increase positions 
the province as the leader in the Kingdom for the highest number of licensed facilities 
and rooms, underscoring the region’s dedication to enhancing visitor experiences, the 
Saudi Press Agency reported. This move also reinforces the ministry’s dedication to 
protecting the rights of visitors and Umrah pilgrims using hospitality services in Makkah 
as part of its ongoing efforts to improve service quality. “The ministry’s inspection teams 
conduct regular monitoring and inspection visits throughout the year to ensure that all 
facilities comply with licensing requirements, detect violations, and impose fines under 
the Tourism Law and Regulations of Tourist Accommodation Facilities,” SPA said. Saudi 
Arabia’s hospitality sector is growing beyond Makkah. By the end of the third quarter of 
2024, the total number of licensed hospitality facilities across the Kingdom surpassed 
3,950, a 99 percent increase from the third quarter of 2023. Licensed rooms climbed 
to 443,000, a 107 percent jump from the 214,000 recorded a year earlier. According to 
CoStar, a global real estate data provider, Makkah and Madinah have 17,646 and 20,079 
rooms, respectively, in various stages of development in 2025. This comes as Saudi Arabia 
recorded 30 million inbound tourists in 2024, up from 27.4 million in 2023, government data 
revealed. The Kingdom aims to attract 150 million visitors annually by 2030, with plans to 
raise the tourism sector’s gross domestic product contribution from 6 percent to 10 percent. 
Saudi Arabia’s aggressive expansion in hospitality and tourism underscores its ambition to 
position itself as a global travel hub, catering to religious and leisure visitors. —DNA

Rebels in Indonesia’s 
Papua kill 17 people 
disguised as soldiers

JAKARTA: Rebels in Indonesia’s Papua region said on Thurs-
day they have killed more than 17 people since the weekend, 
claiming that they were soldiers disguised as gold miners, 
and police said the insurgents were holding two hostages. A 
low-level but increasingly deadly battle for independence has 
simmered between security forces and rebels in resource-rich 
Papua ever since it was controversially brought under Indo-
nesian control in a vote overseen by the United Nations in 
1969. Sebby Sambom, a Papuan rebel spokesperson, said in 
a statement the rebels had killed more than 17 people since 
April 6, including five on Wednesday, and claimed they were 
military members disguised as gold miners. “If the Indone-
sian government military wants to chase us, please come to 
Dekai town, we are in the town,” Sebby said, referring to a 
town in Yahukimo district, where the incident took place. Fre-
ga Wenas, a spokesperson for the country’s defense ministry, 
told reporters that 11 illegal miners were ruthlessly killed in 
the area and denied they were military officers, adding this was 
the rebels’ propaganda. Separately, police said in a statement 
on Thursday that 35 people in the area were evacuated to an-
other district, while two residents were still being held hostage 
by the rebels. Frega said the attack was one of the deadliest in 
recent years. In 2018, a separatist group killed 21 road construc-
tion workers in the highland area of Nduga. Rebels in Papua 
have in recent years managed to acquire better weapons, taken 
in raids on army posts or sourced from the black market. They 
have also abducted foreigners, including a New Zealand pilot 
who was released last year after being held for 19 months.—APP

ASEAN won’t retaliate 
to US tariffs, vows to 

safeguard bloc interest
Kuala Lumpur:Economic ministers of the ASEAN re-
gional bloc committed on Thursday “to not impose any re-
taliatory measures” against the United States over sweep-
ing tariffs and said they were ready to engage in talks.
ASEAN, being the fifth largest economy in the world, is 
deeply concerned over the recent introduction of unilater-
al tariffs by the U.S., including the tariffs announced on 2 
April 2025 and subsequently the most recent suspension 
on 9 April 2025,” the Association of Southeast Asian min-
isters said in a statement issued after a video conference 
meeting.  Despite their concern, the ministers said they 
were ready “to engage in a frank and constructive dialogue 
with the U.S. to address trade-related concerns”. “Open 
communication and collaboration will be crucial to ensur-
ing a balanced and sustainable relationship. In that spirit, 
ASEAN commits to not impose any retaliatory measures in 
response to the U.S. tariffs,” they said. The special meeting 
was chaired by Malaysia’s Minister of Investment, Trade 
and Industry Tengku Zafrul Aziz. Malaysia holds the rotat-
ing chair of the 10-member regional bloc.  Its members, 
which count on the United States as their main export 
market, were among those hit with the toughest levies by 
US President Donald Trump. Manufacturing powerhouse 
Vietnam was hit with a 46 percent tariff on exports to 
the United States while neighbouring Cambodia -- a ma-
jor producer of low-cost clothing for big Western brands 
-- was slapped with a 49 percent duty. The other ASEAN 
members hit with hefty tariffs are Laos (48 percent), My-
anmar (44 percent), Thailand (36 percent) and Indone-
sia (32 percent). Malaysia, Southeast Asia’s third-largest 
economy, was hit with a lower tariff of 24 percent. Bru-
nei also faces a 24 percent tariff, while the Philippines 
was hit with 17 percent and Singapore 10 percent.—APP

Rahim’s 
artistic work 

captivated 
guests a 

reception 
DUBAI: Rahim Khetran’s ar-
tistic work captivated guests 
at a reception held at Pakistan 
Embassy in UAE, says a mes-
sage received here in Thurs-
day. He is an internationally ac-
claimed artistic photographer 
and visual anthropologist. Mr. 
Khetran’s exhibition featured 
a carefully curated collection 
of artistic photographs—por-
traits, landscapes, and scenes 
from cultural life—that brought 
Pakistan’s diverse regions and 
traditions to life.  With his dis-
tinctive approach that merges 
visual anthropology with ar-
tistic photography, he offered 
attendees an immersive ex-
perience into the soul of Paki-
stan—its people, heritage, and 
natural wonders. Guests praised 
the exhibition as the standout 
moment of the evening, de-
scribing it as a “visually poetic 
journey across Pakistan.—APP

Draft amendments 
to streamline the 

public offering 
regime

ISLAMABAD: The Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan (SECP) on Thurs-
day issued draft amendments 
to the Public Offering Regu-
lations, 2017 and Public Of-
fering (Regulated Securities 
Activities Licensing) Regu-
lations, 2017, for initiating a 
final round of public consulta-
tion. The regulations provide 
key framework governing 
public offer of shares, debt 
securities and units of REIT 
Schemes, said a news re-
lease. The notification of the 
draft amendments follows an 
extensive SECP driven con-
sultation process including 
multiple sessions with key 
stakeholders, including Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX), 
Central Depository Compa-
ny (CDC), National Clearing 
Company of Pakistan Limited 
(NCCPL), listed issuers, con-
sultants, securities brokers, 
banks, DFIs, potential IPO 
companies, REIT Manage-
ment Companies, shariah advi-
sors, credit rating companies, 
Pakistan Stock Broker Associ-
ation and MUFAP.—APP



Friday, April 11, 2025    |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST

Foreign Desk 

LONDON: Hamas has submitted a legal filing in Britain 
demanding it be removed from the governments list of pro-
scribed terror groups. The organization is arguing that it is 
a Palestinian Islamic liberation and resistance movement 
whose goal is to liberate Palestine and confront the Zion-
ist project,and not a terrorist group. The claim includes a 
witness statement by Mousa Abu Marzouk, Hamass head 
of international relations and the applicant for the filing. It 
was submitted to Home Secretary Yvette Cooper.
Abu Marzouks statement said: The British governments 
decision to proscribe Hamas is an unjust one that is symp-
tomatic of its unwavering support for Zionism, apartheid, 
occupation and ethnic cleansing in Palestine for over a cen-
tury. Hamas does not and never has posed a threat to Brit-
ain, despite the latters ongoing complicity in the genocide 
of our people. The UK proscribed Hamass military wing, 
the Al-Qassam Brigades, in 2001, and added its political 
wing to the list of terror organizations in 2021.
At the time, the government described the distinction 
between the two wings as artificialand said Hamas was a 
complex but single terrorist organization.Support for pro-
scribed organizations is a criminal offense in Britain.
Hamass legal team at Riverway Law, which is representing 

the organization pro brono because it is illegal to receive 
funds from proscribed groups, sent a document to Drop 
Site News summarizing its arguments. The team said: Ha-
mas does not deny that its actions fall within the wide defi-
nition of terrorismunder the Terrorism Act 2000.
Instead, it notes that the definition also covers all groups 
and organizations around the world that use violence to 
achieve political objectives, including the Israeli armed 
forces, the Ukrainian army and indeed the British armed 
forces. The team added: Rather than allow freedom of 
speech, police have embarked on a campaign of political 
intimidation and persecution of journalists, academics, 
peace activists and students over their perceived sup-
port for Hamas. People in Britain must be free to speak 
about Hamas and its struggle to restore to the Palestini-
an people the right to self-determination.
Hamas is the only effective military force resistingIsraels 
illegal occupation of the Palestinian territories, the team 
said, highlighting Britains obligations under international 
law to prevent genocide and crimes against humanity.
The proscription is also disproportionate as Hamas does 
not pose any threat to Britain or British citizens,the team 
added. Hamass presence on the list of terrorist organiza-
tions is hindering its ability to broker a political solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the lawyers said. Riverway 
Laws director, Fahad Ansari, is leading the legal challenge.

Hamas urges UK government  
to overturn terror designation

Official slams Britains unwavering support for 
Zionism, apartheid, occupation, ethnic cleansing 

Briefs
Omar denies 
infighting in 

PTI ranks
 Court Reporter 

ISLAMABAD:Pak i s t an 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
er and National Assembly 
Opposition Leader Omar 
Ayub has reiterated that the 
party remained united un-
der Imran Khans leadership 
and dismissed interference 
from PML-N and PPP in 
PTIs internal matters.
Speaking to the media out-
side the district court in Is-
lamabad, Omar Ayub thanked 
the court for confirming his 
bail, noting that he was si-
multaneously facing cases in 
multiple cities. Even if I had a 
flying saucer, I couldnt be in 
three cities at once,he said. 
He stressed the urgent need 
for reforms in Pakistans judi-
cial and policing systems. Two 
days ago, we were denied a 
meeting with party founder 
Imran Khan in Adiala, and 
several people were arrest-
ed. Pakistan should be a hard 
state, but built on the founda-
tion of the constitution and 
law. A state built on oppres-
sion is hollow,he remarked.
Addressing speculation 
about internal divisions 
within PTI, Omar Ayub dis-
missed such claims. PML-N 
and PPP have nothing to 
do with our internal affairs. 
PTI is not a feudal party, 
everyone is equal. Imran 
Khan listens to everyone, 
and the party is united un-
der his leadership.
Commenting on legislative 
matters, Ayub said, Passing 
or not passing the Minerals 
Bill is the domain of the pro-
vincial assembly and govern-
ment. Referring to senior PTI 
leader Azam Swati, he added, 
Swati is a respected elder. 
I wasnt in the meeting, but 
what he said must be true. 
Imran Khan and others are 
political prisoners. When the 
government demands an apol-
ogy from him, it clearly shows 
these are political cases. 

EU pauses 
counter 

measures 
after Trump’s 

reprieve
Brussels: The European 
Union will pause its first 
countermeasures against 
US tariffs after President 
Donald Trump temporarily 
lowered the hefty duties he 
had just imposed on dozens 
of countries, European Com-
mission chief Ursula von der 
Leyen said on Thursday. The 
bloc was due to launch coun-
ter-tariffs on about 21 billion 
euros ($23.25 billion) of US 
imports from next Tuesday 
in response to Trump’s 
25% tariffs on steel and al-
uminium. It is still assess-
ing how to respond to US 
car tariffs and the broader 
10% levies still in place.
“We want to give negotia-
tions a chance,”von der Ley-
en said on X. “While finalis-
ing the adoption of the EU 
countermeasures that saw 
strong support from our 
Member States, we will put 
them on hold for 90 days.”
Trump’s sudden decision 
on Wednesday to pause 
most of his hefty new duties 
brought relief to battered 
global markets and anxious 
global leaders, even as he 
ratcheted up a trade war 
with China. His turnabout, 
which came less than 24 
hours after steep new tariffs 
kicked in, followed the most 
intense episode of financial 
market volatility since the 
early days of the COVID-19 
pandemic. – Agencies

SC schedules 
hearings for 
May 9 cases

DNA
ISLAMABAD:The Supreme 
Court has scheduled hearings 
for the May 9 cases. The ap-
peal filed by PTI leader Omar 
Sarfaraz Cheema against the 
denial of physical remand 
will be heard on April 14. The 
bail plea of PTI Senator Ejaz 
Chaudhry is set for hearing 
on April 15, while the appeal 
to cancel Asad Qaisers bail 
will also be heard on the same 
day. The caretaker Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government had 
filed the appeal against Asad 
Qaisers bail in 2023.
A three-member bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
Yahya Afridi will hear the 
cases. The bench will also 
hear appeals seeking can-
cellation of bail for several 
PTI leaders and workers.

New 
Zealand 
rejects 

rights bill
Auckland: A contro-
versial bill seeking to re-
interpret New Zealand’s 
founding document, which 
established the rights of 
both Māori and non-Māori 
in the country, has been de-
feated at its second reading.
The Treaty Principles Bill 
was voted down 112 votes to 
11, days after a government 
committee recommended 
that it should not proceed. 
The proposed legislation 
sought to legally define 
the principles of the 1840 
Treaty of Waitangi - causing 
widespread outrage that 
saw more than 40,000 peo-
ple taking part in a protest 
outside parliament last year. 
The bill had already been 
widely expected to fail, with 
most major political parties 
committed to voting it down.
Members of the right-wing 
Act Party, which tabled it, 
were the only MPs to vote 
for it at the second reading 
on Thursday. Act’s leader 
David Seymour has prom-
ised to continue campaign-
ing on the issue.
“I believe this Bill or some-
thing like it will pass one 
day because there are not 
good arguments against its 
contents,”he wrote on so-
cial media. Tensions were 
high during a parliamentary 
debate on the bill in Novem-
ber. Labour MP Willie Jack-
son was told to leave after 
refusing to withdraw a com-
ment he made calling Sey-
mour a “liar”. – Agencies

Dumper 
crushes 

motorcycle 
in Karachi

DNA
Karachi: A high-speed 
dumper collided with sever-
al motorcyclists near North 
Karachi Power House, re-
sulting in three individuals 
being injured. Following the 
incident, enraged protest-
ers launched severe pro-
tests against the dumper, 
setting fire to five dumpers, 
one water tanker, and one 
truck at various locations, 
Express News reported.
According to rescue sourc-
es, the injured individuals 
were immediately trans-
ferred to the hospital. After 
the accident, local residents 
chased the dumper driver and 
caught him on Manghopir 
Road. The public assaulted 
the driver, after which the po-
lice arrived at the scene and 
took him into custody. De-
spite the police’s presence, 
the protesters continued 
their violent actions, pelting 
stones at several dumpers.

Pakistan, UNDP finalize key 
green investment portfolio

Finance Minister Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb holds 
follow-Up meeting with UNDP Pakistan delegation

Khayam Abbasi 

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb, held a follow-up meeting today 
with Dr. Samuel Rizk, Resident Represent-
ative of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) Pakistan, who was 
accompanied by his team. During the meet-
ing, the UNDP team presented an overview 
of UNDPs ongoing technical assistance to 

Pakistan in the development of bankable 
projects aimed at attracting investment and 
climate financing. Dr. Rizk also provided a 
briefing on the upcoming 4th International 
Conference on Financing for Development 
(FfD4) to be held in Spain later this year.
Key discussions focused on finalizing a 
portfolio of bankable projects and ensuring 
Pakistan’s proactive participation in FfD4 
with a robust, investment-ready pipeline. 
Dr. Rizk acknowledged the Government of 
Pakistans policy leadership in steering in-

vestment and climate financing initiatives 
in collaboration with government stake-
holders and development partners.
Highlighting the significance of Pakistans 
improving macroeconomic indicators and 
enhanced market ratings, Dr. Rizk noted 
that FfD4 presents a strategic platform for 
Pakistan to engage global investors and 
unlock international climate and develop-
ment financing. In line with the Finance 
Ministers earlier guidance, Dr. Rizk in-
formed that UNDP, in coordination with 

the Ministry of Climate Change &Envi-
ronmental Coordination (MoCC&EC) and 
the Public-Private Partnership Authority 
(P3A), has identified five preliminary bank-
able projects valued at over USD 1 billion. 
These projects span critical sectors, includ-
ing green exports, biowaste management, 
road infrastructure, domestic green private 
sector development, and green real estate.
Dr. Rizk also shared that a preparatory 
mission from the UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (DESA) will visit 
Islamabad next week. The mission will 
facilitate planning and capacity-building 
sessions with federal and provincial govern-
ments, key stakeholders, and private sec-
tor partners in preparation for Pakistans 
participation in FfD4. Minister Aurangzeb 
expressed appreciation for UNDPs contin-
ued support in advancing Pakistans climate 
and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
financing agenda. He reaffirmed the gov-
ernments commitment to a whole-of-gov-
ernmentapproach, directing the Inter-Min-
isterial Committee—comprising senior 
officials from the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs, Planning &Development, Climate 
Change, Economic Affairs Division, Fi-
nance, and P3A—to work collaboratively on 
a dynamic, investment-attractive portfolio 
aligned with Pakistans structural reform 
and climate resilience priorities.
Concluding the meeting, the Finance Min-
ister reaffirmed the Government of Paki-
stans resolve to work closely with UNDP 
and other development partners to drive 
sustainable, inclusive economic growth and 
enhance Pakistans role in global climate 
and development financing forums.

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad     Ph: 051-2266165, 051-8488394    Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com

World Bank arm’s $ 300 million 
lifeline sets tone for Reko Diq

Pledge signals global investor confidence as Barrick-led Reko  
Diq races to lock in fresh investment for mine’s revival

Mehtab Pirzada 

Islamabad: The World Bank’s private investment arm, 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), will provide 
$300 million in debt financing for Pakistan’s Reko Diq 
copper-gold mining project, according to a disclosure 
issued by the lender. Located in the Chagai District of 
Balochistan province, the mine is considered one of the 
world’s largest underdeveloped copper-gold areas and its 
development is expected to have a significant impact on 
Pakistan’s struggling economy.  Barrick Gold owns a 50% 
stake in the Reko Diq mine, and the governments of Pa-
kistan and Balochistan own the other 50%.  The mine’s 
Project Director, Tim Cribb, told Reuters on Tuesday 
that Barrick Gold’s Reko Diq copper and gold project 
in Pakistan intended to lock in upwards of $2 billion in 
financing from international lenders, with term sheets 
signed by early Q3. In an interview with Reuters at the 

Pakistan Minerals Investment Forum 2025, Cribb said the 
mine was looking at $650 million from the International 
Finance Corporation and International Development As-
sociation. Cribb further said that the funding would sup-
port the development of the mine, and hoped to generate 
$70 billion in free cash flow and $90 billion in operating 
cash flow. Barrick Gold and the governments of Pakistan 
and Balochistan own the project jointly. The financing for 
phase one of the project, which is expected to start pro-
duction in 2028, is being discussed with multiple lenders. 
The Reko Diq project director added that the mine was 
also in talks with the US Export-Import Bank for $500 
million to $1 billion in financing, as well as $500 million 
from development finance institutions, including the 
Asian Development Bank, Export Development Canada, 
and Japan Bank for International Cooperation. He said 
railway financing talks were underway with the IFC and 
other lenders, with infrastructure costs estimated at $500-
800 million, with roughly $350 million as the initial cost.

LHC launches integrated 
criminal justice system

LHC CJ Aalia Neelum inaugurates pilot 
project for Lahore and Rahim Yar Khan

Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court took a significant step to-
wards judicial transparency and efficiency with the launch 
of the Integrated Criminal Justice System (ICJS), aimed at 
ensuring connectivity and documentation from the First In-
formation Report (FIR) to the final orders.  The ICJS, now 
operational as a pilot project in Lahore and Rahim Yar Khan, 
was formally inaugurated by LHC Chief Justice Justice Aalia 
Neelum. The system enables one-click access to complete 
case records, marking a milestone in the digital transfor-
mation of the provinces legal landscape. In recognition of 
her leadership, the Punjab Inspector General of Police, 
Prosecutor General Punjab Syed Farhad Ali Shah and PITB 
chairman paid tribute to CJ Neelum for her role in spear-

heading the initiative.  The inaugural ceremony was attend-
ed by LHC Registrar Amjad Iqbal Ranjha, Director General 
District Judiciary, Additional Secretary Home Department 
Punjab, Secretary Prosecution Punjab, Advocate Gener-
al Punjab, and Prosecutor General Syed Farhad Ali Shah.   
Speaking at the event, Chief Justice Neelum described the 
system as revolutionary,congratulating the Provincial Justice 
Committee for their efforts.  She noted that the need for 
an integrated solution became evident when it was discov-
ered that challans for hundreds of thousands of cases had 
not been submitted to courts — prompting the urgent need 
for reform.  With the implementation of this project, delay 
tactics will become a thing of the past,she asserted.  Addi-
tional Registrar (IT) Jamal Ahmed gave a detailed briefing 
on the functionalities of the new system. Farhad Ali Shah 
remarked that the vision of Chief Justice Neelum had sig-
nificantly improved the criminal justice process, while the 
Punjab IGP echoed the sentiment, applauding her for her 
critical role in the development and deployment of the ICJS. 

Taliban arrest 
men for having the 

wrong hairstyle
Kabul: The Taliban morality police in Afghanistan 
have detained men and their barbers over hairstyles 
and others for missing prayers at mosques during the 
holy month of Ramadan, a UN report said Thursday, six 
months after laws regulating peoples conduct came into 
effect. The Vice and Virtue Ministry published laws last 
August covering many aspects everyday life in Afghan-
istan, including public transport, music, shaving and 
celebrations. Most notably, the ministry issued a ban 
on womens voices and bare faces in public. That same 
month, a top UN official warned the laws provided a dis-
tressing visionfor the countrys future by adding to exist-
ing employment, education, and dress code restrictions 
on women and girls. Taliban officials have rejected UN 
concerns about the morality laws. Thursdays report, 
from the UN mission in Afghanistan, said in the first 6 
months of the lawsimplementation, over half of deten-
tions made under it concerned either men not having the 
compliant beard length or hairstyle, or barbers providing 
non-compliant beard trimming or haircuts. The report 
said that the morality police regularly detained people 
arbitrarily without due process and legal protections. 
During the holy fasting month of Ramadan, mens attend-
ance at mandated congregational prayers was closely 
monitored, leading at times to arbitrary detention of 
those who didnt show up, the report added. – Agencies 


