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Pahalgam attack

India suspends Indus
Water Treaty, bans
entry of Pakistanis

Decision comes after meeting of Cabinet Committee on Security
in New Delhi; all defence attaches based in Islamabad to be
called back; diplomats number to be reduced to 30 from 55

NEews DESK

NEW DELHI: India on Wednesday suspended the Indus Water Treaty and
banned the entry of Pakistani nationals, a day after the killing of at least 26
tourists in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). The new
measures announced by New Delhi mark a sharp escalation between the two
nuclear-armed South Asian nations. Speaking to journalists after a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on Security — India’s highest decision-making body on
national security, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) detailed five measures
as part of what officials called a “decisive response to cross-border terrorism”.
“The Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 will be held in abeyance with immediate ef-
fect, until Pakistan credibly and irrevocably abjures its support for cross-border
terrorism”, Indian diplomat Vikram Misri told reporters in New Delhi.

The Indus Water Treaty is a water-sharing agreement between Pakistan and
India, facilitated by the World Bank. It gives India control over the three
eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas and Sutlej) of the Indus basin while it gives Pa-
kistan authority over the three western rivers (Indus, Jhelum and Chenab).
Furthermore, he said, the Integrated Check Post Attari would be closed with
immediate effect. “Those who have crossed over with valid endorsements
may return through that route before May 1, 2025,” he added. “Pakistani
nationals will not be permitted to travel to India under the SAARC Visa
Exemption Scheme (SVES). Any SVES visas issued in the past to Pakistani
nationals are deemed cancelled, and any Pakistani national currently in India
under SVES visa has 48 hours to leave India,” the diplomat added.

Meanwhile, the arch-rival also declared military, naval and air advisors in the
Pakistani High Commission in New Delhi persona non grata, asking them to
leave the country within a week. “India will be withdrawing its own defence
advisors from the Indian High Commission in Islamabad. These posts in the
respective High Commissions are deemed annulled,” he added. Additionally,
India will also reduce its overall strength of the High Commissions to 30 from

Pak concerned over 26
tourist killings in IIOJK

“We extend our condolences to the
near ones of the deceased and wish the
injured a speedy recovery,” he added

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday said it was “concerned at
the loss of tourists’ lives” as 26 people were killed when gunmen
opened fire on visitors in a popular destination in occupied Kash-
mir a day ago, prompting the Indian government to vow that a
“loud and clear” response would be delivered to the attack. The
attack, which police said injured another 17 people, took place
in Pahalgam — a tourist hotspot in the scenic Muslim-majority
territory that draws thousands of visitors every summer. At least
26 people were Kkilled, all men, AFP reported, citing a hospital
list of the dead that was verified by police. It was the region’s
deadliest attack on civilians since 2000. Responding to media
queries concerning the attack, FO Spokesperson Shafqat Khan
in a statement said: “We are concerned at the loss of tourists’
lives in an attack in Anantnag district of Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir. “We extend our condolences to the
near ones of the deceased and wish the injured a speedy recov-
ery,” he added. Former foreign minister KhurramDastgir Khan

the present 55, which the diplomat says would be effected by May 1, 2025.

Continued on Page 06

Understanding likely soon

PPP, PML-N war of words
over canal project escalates

Punjab Minister Azma Bukhari says Sindh cannot
dictate PML-N on how to use floodwaters

Briefs

No one
can travel
on fake
passport

Talal Chaudhry revealed
that 200 individuals
involved in human
smuggling have
been arrested

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD:Minister
of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry has stated that it
is impossible to travel from
Pakistan on a fake passport,
as the country’s passport
system meets internation-
al standards. His remarks
came during a meeting of
NA Standing Committee on
Interior, chaired by Khuram-
Shehzad Nawaz, where the
issue of human smuggling
was actively discussed. Ta-
lal Chaudhry revealed that
200 individuals involved in
human smuggling have been
arrested so far. Meanwhile,
committee member Zartaj
Gul highlighted that several
Arab countries have imposed
restrictions on individuals
from Dera Ghazi Khan due
to smuggling concerns.

Nawaz set
to return to
Pakistan

Former PM to return to
Pakistan on Wednesday
as PML-N prepares for
key political discussions
and strategy meetings

DNA

LONDON: PML-N President
Nawaz Sharif has decided
to return to Pakistan from
London on an urgent basis,
party sources confirmed on
Tuesday. According to the
sources, the former prime
minister is expected to arrive
in the country on Wednes-
day, though no official state-
ment has yet been issued by
the party leadership. The
decision comes amid reports
of crucial internal deliber
ations within the PML-N,
as the party prepares for
key political developments.

also expressed his concern over the loss of life during the attack.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Punjab Information Minister
Azma Bukhari launched a fresh attack on
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), accusing
it of politicising the canal issue and mislead-
ing the public as the clash between the fed-
eral and Sindh government over the contro-
versial canals project rages on. Speaking
on Geo News’ programme “Geo Pakistan”,
Bukhari claimed that “hateful speeches”
were being made around the canal issue,
and questioned why the PPP wasn’t con-
cerned about the province’s farmers.

She said that the Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari-led
party has been ruling Sindh for the past 16
years, and it should “deliver now”. “If the
PPP continues to distort facts, they will
have to be answerable,” she warned, add-
ing, “Negotiations don’t happen through
threats.” The federal government’s pro-
posed project to construct six canals to
irrigate Punjab’s Cholistan desert under
the Green Pakistan Initiative, launched in
February, has been the bone of contention
between the PML-N and its ruling partner,

which has a government in Sindh.

After multiple war of words, the ice melt-
ed between the two sides to some extent
when the two sides agreed to hold negotia-
tions on the matter after Prime Minister’s
Adviser on Public and Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah extended the offer of dialogue
to Sindh Senior Minister Sharjeellnam-
Memon on the premier’s behalf. Howev-
er, the matter remained unresolved with
continued heated exchanges between the
Punjab and Sindh provincial governments.
On Tuesday, Sindh CM Murad Ali Shah
also said that “the party does not wish to
topple the PML-N-led federal government,
it has the power to do so”. In response,
Bukhari said that the PML-N had tolerated
the criticism and warnings hurled at it for
the 16 months of the caretaker governance
and is still tolerating. She also defended
the federal government’s plan, saying that
no canal construction had yet begun and
the project would use floodwaters, not
the regular irrigation supply. “Sindh can-
not dictate to us how we use floodwater,”

Continued on Page 06

Jordan outlaws
Muslim
Brotherhood

Membership in or
affiliation with the
Muslim Brotherhood is
now prohibited by law

ForeiGgN DEsk

AMMAN: Jordan’s Interior
Ministry has announced a
sweeping set of measures
against the Muslim Brother-
hood, formally declaring the
group dissolved and illegal.
The announcement came
during a press conference on
Wednesday, where the Inte-
rior Minister, MazenFaraya,
outlined the government’s
decisive steps aimed at safe-
guarding national security
and public stability. The min-
ister confirmed that mem-
bership in or affiliation with
the Muslim Brotherhood is
now prohibited by law, and
that all of the group’s offic-
es across the Kingdom have
been permanently closed.
A judicial order was issued
to facilitate the closure of
headquarters and branch-
es, with security forces

Continued on Page 06

Govt sought physical remand to conduct photogrammetric,
polygraphic, voice-matching tests on Khan

SpECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) on Wednesday
dismissed the Punjab government’s petition seeking the
remand of PTI founder and former premier Imran Khan,
ruling that the provincial government can approach the

US Congressman renews
call for Imran’s release

trial court if it wants. Imran, 71, has been imprisoned at

Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail upon his conviction in several cas-
es, including two Toshakhana references, the cipher case,
and the Iddat case, in which his wife, Bushra Bibi, is also
jailed. The Punjab government approached the apex court
to secure the ex-premier’s remand in over a dozen cases
related to the May 9 riots. These petitions were set aside by
the Lahore High Court (LHC) in July 2024. During today’s
hearing, presided over by a three-member bench, Justice
HashimKakar remarked, “One-and-a-half years have passed
since Imran’s arrest, so the question of physical remand
cannot arise now.” When asked by Kakar why the provincial
government was seeking remand, the government’s coun-
sel replied that they needed to conduct three tests. “The
accused has to undergo a photographic, polygraphic and
voice matching test,” the lawyer responded, adding that
Imran was being uncooperative in carrying out the tests.

Continued on Page 06

NEews DEsk

WASHINGTON: US Congressman Jack Bergman has
reaffirmed his call for the release of former Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan, stating that democrat-
ic values and human rights are essential to a strong
US-Pakistan partnership. Bergman, who recently led
a bipartisan congressional delegation to Pakistan,
made the comments in a statement posted on social
media platform X. He described his engagements with
leaders and communities in both countries as con-
structive and urged collaboration for “freedom and
stability.” “A strong US-Pakistan partnership thrives
on shared values — democracy, human rights, & eco-
nomic prosperity,” Bergman wrote. The Michigan Re-
publican visited Islamabad to attend the Pakistan Min-
eral Investment Forum 25 (PMIF25) alongside fellow
Congressmen Thomas Souzzi and Jonathan Jackson.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Zimbabwe Titus M J Abu Basutu presenting
a souvenir to Federal Minister Jam Kamal on the occasion of the 45th
Independence Day of Zimbabwe, at Islamabad Serena Hotel. - DNA

'Keeps door open'

Maulana Fazl
rules out formal
opposition alliance

JUIL-F chief says party will continue political
struggle independently from its own platform

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: amiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman on Wednes-
day ruled out a formal opposition alliance
but kept the doors of cooperation open for
collaboration on individual issues. “There is
no concept of a formal alliance in the opposi-
tion... that’s typically a feature of the govern-
ment,” the religio-political leader said while
addressing a press conference after his par-
ty’s Majlis-e-Shura meeting in Lahore.

The JULF and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) have been holding consultations in
recent months to possibly forge an alliance
against the government, in the wake of in-
carcerated former prime minister Imran
Khan’s call to his party to strengthen con-
tacts with opposition parties. The rift be-
tween the two parties deepened after PTI
leader Azam Swati said on April 12 that Im-
ran Khan had tasked him with holding talks
with the establishment. Commenting on
this, JULI-F Senator Kamran Murtaza said,
“It is unacceptable to expect us to form

Continued on Page 06

Khagan Abbasi
slams PPP over
Karachi’s decline

During a session at IBA, the former
PM raises concerns over the new
canals project from the Indus River

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: Former prime minister Sha-
hid Khaqgan Abbasi, convenor of the
Awam Pakistan Party, expressed deep
concern over the deteriorating state of
Karachi during an interactive session
at the Institute of Business Adminis-
tration (IBA) in Karachi on Wednesday.
Addressing media representatives and
students, Abbasicriticised the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) for failing to re-
solve basic civic issues despite holding
power in Sindh for the past 17 years.
“After nearly two decades in power,

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change &
Environmental Coordina-
tion, Senator Musadik Ma-
lik, visited Shigar district
in Gilgit-Baltistan to assess
projects aimed at mitigat-
ing risks from Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs).

Accompanied by a UNDP
delegation and ministry
officials, he reviewed early
warning systems, protec-
tive embankments, and
other initiatives under the
GLOF-II Project.The min-
ister inspected damage
caused by glacier melt and
floods, engaging with local
communities to understand
their challenges. He directed
officials to submit a detailed
report on climate change
impacts in the region. Secre-
tary Aisha Humera Moriani
briefed Malik on Gilgit-Bal-
tistan’s climate vulnerability
and the GLOF-I Project’s
role in safeguarding liveli-
hoods. The minister praised
local authorities and stake-
holders for their resilience
efforts, stating, “Their un-
wavering work in mitigating
GLOF risks is commend-
able.”Commissioner ~ Balti-
stan Kamal Khan and other
officials provided updates on
project progress and its im-
pact on vulnerable communi-
ties.—APP

Country
needs political
stability:
Aleem

ISLAMABAD: President of
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP) and Federal Minis-
ter Abdul Aleem Khan has
stated that Pakistan is fac-
ing persistent challenges
on both its borders and the
country has never been in
greater need of political
stability than it is today. He
emphasized that national
politics must be condi-
tioned upon and linked with
development and national
security, adding that IPP
is fully committed to fulfill
its responsibilities in this
regard, said a press release
issued here on Wednesday.
Abdul Aleem Khan made
these remarks during a
meeting with senior Party
leaders at the IPP’s Pro-
vincial Secretariat. He
announced that the Party
is set to activate its organ-
izational structure across
Punjab, beginning with
Workers’ Conventions in
South Punjab.—APP

Smart
monitoring of
uplift projects

portal

LAHORE:The Punjab Infor-
mation Technology Board
(PITB) on Wednesday con-
ducted a comprehensive
training session on the
Smart Monitoring of Devel-
opment Projects (SMDP)
portal The session was held
on the directive of Secre-
tary Tourism, Archaeology
and Museums, Farid Ah-
mad Tarar. Key stakehold-
ers, including represent-
atives from the Tourism
Development Corporation
of Punjab (TDCP), Direc-
torate General of Archae-
ology, and the Depart-
ment of Tourism Services
(DTS) attended the train-
ing session to acquaint
themselves  with  the
hands-on knowledge of the
SMDP Portal. Developed
by PITB for the Planning
& Development (P&D)
Board.—APP
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LAHORE: Shahzada Murad Nazir of Mohra Sharif Murree, Leader PML Q Raja Omar Kamran of Sarai-Alamgir , businessman and deputy
editor Islamabad Post Mian Abid Raza meeting with Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider at Governor house Lahore.-DNA
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ISSI-NIMA host joint Seminar
on Role of Technology and
Pakistan’s Maritime Security

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Arms
Control and Disarmament
Centre (ACDC) at the In-
stitute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI), in collabo-
ration with the Indian Ocean
Study Centre (IOSC) of the
National Institute of Mari-
time Affairs (NIMA), Islam-
abad, organized a seminar
on “Role of Technology and
Pakistan’s Maritime Securi-
ty.” The chief guest on the
occasion was Admiral No-
man Bashir, former Chief of
Naval Staff: other speakers
included Rear Admiral Javid
Igbal HI(M), Deputy Presi-
dent National Defence Uni-
versity; Mr. Ammar Jaffri,
former DG FIA; Mr. Zafar
Igbal, Member SUPARCO;
Dr. Zunera Jalil, Professor,
Department of Cyber Secu-
rity, Air University; Mr. Halil
Ibrahim Akcan, Researcher,

National Centre for the Sea
and Maritime Law, Ankara
University; Vice Admiral,
Ahmad Saeed HI(M) (Retd.),
President NIMA; and Am-
bassador Sohail Mahmood,
Director General ISSI. The
chief guest, Admiral Noman
Bashir, emphasized the rap-
id pace of technological de-
velopment, drawing on his
extensive experience in the
Pakistan Navy. He illustrated
how naval communications
have evolved from physically
sending a ship for instruc-
tions to near realtime infor-
mation exchange, noting that
technology has compressed
time. However, he cautioned
that technology is a tool, not
the ultimate decision-maker,
stating that while machines
can recommend, humans
will always have the final say.
He also pointed out the high
cost of technology through-
out history, from the Napo-
leonic Wars to the present

day. Furthermore, he raised
logistical challenges in the
maritime domain, question-
ing the consistent reliability
of technology, even in mod-
ern warships. His recom-
mendations included keep-
ing pace with technology
through indigenization, opti-
mizing tactics, and maximiz-
ing the utilization of available
resources. Earlier, in his wel-
come remarks, DG ISSI Am-
bassador Sohail Mahmood
stated that emerging tech-
nologies like Al, cybersecuri-
ty, and space capabilities are
significantly reshaping mar-
itime security, presenting
both opportunities and chal-
lenges for Pakistan. Al offers
transformative potential
for maritime surveillance,
threat detection of activities
like smuggling, illegal fish-
ing, and predictive analytics,
enhancing realtime deci-
sion-making and resource
preservation. Robust cyber

security frameworks are
critical to protect Pakistan’s
maritime infrastructure from
growing cyber threats. Space
capabilities are indispensa-
ble for real-time surveillance,
secure communication,
precise navigation, and en-
vironmental monitoring,
strengthening Pakistan’s
ability to manage its mari-
time domain. The growth of
Pakistan’s maritime infra-
structure, particularly Kara-
chi and Gwadar ports, was
vital to CPEC, necessitating
the adoption of cutting-edge
networks and technologies
like A, with the Navy playing
a leading role. Malik Qasim
Mustafa, Director ACDC, in
his introductory remarks,
said that in order to fully
tap its maritime potential,
Pakistan must effectively
invest in Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA) systems,
coastal radars, drone sur-
veillance.

FTO felicitated over receiving
honorary CPSP fellowship

PESHAWAR:The Abasin Column Writers Association has felicitated Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO), Dr. Asif Mehmood Jah
for a momentous achievement of receiving the Honorary Fellowship of the College of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan
(CPSP), the country’s foremost institution for advanced medical education Federal Tax Ombudsman, Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah
has been unanimously recommended by CPSP council in its 58th convocation for honorary fellowship of CPSP in recognition
of his philanthropic services & contributions for humanity. Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah, is a well-known Urdu writer and has au-
thored over 25 books well read in Pakistan & abroad. Recipient of prestigious Hilal e Imtiaz & Sitara e Imtiaz awards, Dr. Jah is
also a wellknown Urdu writer and has authored over 25 books well read in Pakistan & abroad. “The recognition highlights Dr. Jan’s
outstanding contributions to both medicine and public service, reinforcing his distinguished career,” comments Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi,
President Abasin Column Writers Association. The honor conferred by CPSP emphasizes the significance of lifelong learning and
leadership and commitment exhibited by Dr. Mehmood Jan to upholding integrity in governance while maintaining his connection
to the medical community and public welfare, observed Zia in a press statement issued here on Wednesday. He said Dr Asif Me-
hmood Jah has vast experience of tax administration, operation and implementation of tax policies. His philanthropic servic-
es & contributions for humanity are unprecedented. Besides being a busy government officer, working within bounds
of law, we witnessed Dr Asif Mahmood Jah daily taking out time for ailing humanity and treating poor and not affording
patients for last 30 years, Zia added. He has established hospitals, mobile clinics, 43 dispensaries, community welfare
centers and schools throughout Pakistan. Working beyond borders he managed to supply relief goods and medical aid
to the ailing humanity and refugees living in Turkey, Syria and other countries. Following the vision of Honorable Prime
Minister of Pakistan in line with Clean & Green Pakistan, he started Thar green campaign in which 150 green farms have been
established over 1000 acres of Thar where wheat, vegetables & fodders for the cattle are being cultivated, Zia shared. —DNA
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QUETTA: Wasim Ahmed, Chairman APNS Balochistan Committee presiding over the first

meeting of the committee. The members discussed matters related to challenges faced by
the print media industry. —DNA

PHMA urges top leadership to take urgent
action as export shipments remain stuck

“This is a national economic emergency,” Abdul Hameed concluded.
“The country’s leadership must act now to prevent irreparable losses to Pakistan’s
export sector and industrial workforce

DNA
LAHORE: The Pakistan
Hosiery Manufacturers

and Exporters Association
(PHMA) has raised the
alarm over continued dis-
ruption to export logistics,
now primarily caused by on-
going protests over the ca-
nals issue in Sindh. Despite
the earlier resolution of the
goods transporters’ strike,
the latest wave of protests
has created a new bottle-
neck, severely affecting the
value-added textile sector.

In a statement issued
Wednesday, PHMA Zonal
Chairman Abdul Hameed
called upon Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif, Chief of
Army Staff General Asim
Munir, and the federal and
provincial governments to
immediately intervene and
ensure the swift clearance
and movement of stranded
export consignments.

Abdul Hameed stated that
while the recent goods
transporters’ strike had
already disrupted the im-
port of raw materials and
delayed factory produc-
tion, the present protests
in Sindh have completely
paralyzed outbound logis-
tics. “Thousands of trucks
carrying export-ready
goods are currently stuck
in long queues near Sadiqa-
bad at the entrance of

Sindh, with no progress for
days. Exporters are under
extreme pressure to meet
their international commit-
ments,” he said.

He added that Pakistan’s
textile industry—being the
backbone of the country’s
exports—is now suffering
major financial losses due
to prolonged shipment
delays. Exporters are fac-
ing demurrage charges,
missed deadlines, and or-
der cancellations, particu-
larly for time-sensitive and
perishable goods.

PHMA demanded that port
authorities and foreign
shipping lines waive all pen-
alties incurred during this
period, emphasizing that

the delays are entirely be-
yond exporters’ control.
“Export orders are high-
ly time-sensitive,” Abdul
Hameed stressed. “This cri-
sis is damaging Pakistan’s
credibility in global markets
and jeopardizing future
business relationships.”

He also warned that the
broader textile supply
chain is being disrupted,
as many factories have
slowed or shut down oper-
ations due to the blockage
of cargo movement. “This
not only threatens export-
ers but also impacts the
labor force and overall in-
dustrial output.”

PHMA urged the Prime
Minister to convene an

emergency meeting of all
key stakeholders, including
federal and provincial offi-
cials, port authorities and
exporters to immediately
resolve the crisis and re-
store the flow of goods.
Additionally, the associa-
tion called for urgent in-
structions for fast-tracking
customs clearance and
prioritizing stuck export
shipments to minimize
economic damage.

“This is a national eco-
nomic emergency,” Ab-
dul Hameed concluded.
“The country’s leadership
must act now to prevent
irreparable losses to Pa-
kistan’s export sector
and industrial workforce.”

Nmister

siresses

mractical
engagementof

skilled youth

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Poverty Alle-
viation and Social Safety,
Syed Imran Ahmed Shah,
on Wednesday underscored
the importance of connect-
ing technically skilled youth
with the job market through
strengthened collaboration
with the National Vocational
and Technical Training Com-
mission (NAVTTC) and the
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme (PMYP).

The minister made these
remarks during a visit to the
Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF), accompanied
by Secretary Naveed Ahmed
Sheikh. The delegation
was briefed by PPAF Chief
Executive  Officer ~Nadir
Gul Barech on the organi-
zation’s ongoing initiatives,
operational framework, and
its wideranging efforts in
social development. During
the briefing, the CEO shared
that PPAF was currently oper-
ational in 150 districts.—APP

KP education foundation holds
bi-annual performance review

FroM OUR CORRE-
SPONDENT

Peshawar: The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Education Foun-
dation conducted a one-day
training workshop aimed at
reviewing its biannual per-
formance and enhancing the
employees’ capacity. The
workshop was organized by
the Foundation’s Academy
in collaboration with the
Association for Academic
Quality (AFAQ). All the em-
ployees including directors
actively participated in the
workshop. Managing Direc-
tor of the Foundation, Zarif
Ulmani, who was the chief
guest at the closing ceremo-

ny, emphasized that regularly
reviewing employee perfor-
mance and providing training
to enhance their capabilities
is vital for the progress of
any institution and the deliv-
ery of benefits to the public.
He pointed out the disparity
between public and private
sector institutions, stating
that while private organi-
zations focus seriously on
performance evaluation and
training for capacity building,
public sector entities often
neglect these aspects, which
adversely impacts their per-
formance. He appreciated the
Foundation’s employees for
their goalbased performance
presentations and encouraged
them to continue working with

dedication and sincerity, as-
signing them further targets
for the future. Participants
were informed that the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Education
Foundation has digitized and
streamlined its operations,
including scholarship distri-
bution, career counseling, re-
search, and employee HR and
performance evaluation sys-
tems. Under the new trans-
parent system, more than
3,000 applications have been
received this year for 204
scholarships. Interviews are
currently underway, and the
selected students will soon
be awarded their scholar-
ship cheques through the
heads of their respective
educational institutions.

KE’s EPIC Crosses 250 entries
as submission window closes

KARACHI/ISLAMABAD:
K-Electric has officially
closed entries for its Ener-
gy Progress & Innovation
Challenge (EPIC) 2025
following an enthusiastic
nationwide response from
academia, entrepreneurs,
researchers, and startups.
As of the final deadline,
over 250 entries were re-
ceived from across Paki-
stan, reflecting the growing
spirit of innovation and
localisation in Pakistan’s
energy landscape. EPIC
2025, launched in March,
built upon the success of
KE’s earlier 7/11+ Innova-
tion Challenge and invited
participants to address key
issues in the power sector
through ideations suggest-

ing cutting-edge solutions.
The challenge offered both
predefined themes and the
opportunity for open inno-
vation. Submissions focus
on crucial areas such as
‘Real-time fleet tracking
and visibility for power
utilities’, ‘Proactive energy
theft detection’, ‘Demand
forecasting automation us-
ing AI', ‘Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS)
utilization for managing
system dynamics under
growing RE integration’,
‘Pre-emptive  transformer
level failure detection’, ‘PV
impact analysis’, ‘Smart
monitoring of transmis-
sion lines: enhancing grid
reliability’, ‘Underground
MV cable health indexing’,

‘Tamper-proof PMT-based
loadshedding solution,” and
‘Open innovation: driving
transformation in the pow-
er sector’. Commenting
on the enthusiastic partic-
ipation, Moonis Alvi, CEO
K-Electric stated: “The
overwhelming response
to EPIC 2025 affirms our
belief in the potential of Pa-
kistan’s innovators to reim-
agine the future of energy.
We are proud to provide a
platform that fosters fresh
ideas, and we look forward
to collaborating with partic-
ipants to create solutions
that strengthen our sector
and serve our communities,
thus highlighting the im-
mense potential our coun-
try possesses.—APP
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General Practice Hospital is a state-of-the-art healthcare facility offering comprehensive medical services to
the community. Our hospital is equipped with advanced diagnostic and treatment modailities, including
specialized OPD clinics, an urgent care unit, a modern radiology unit, well-equipped IPD rooms, operation
theatres, an on-site laboratory for precise diagnostics, dialysis services, and comfortable inpatient wards. We
are dedicated to providing quality, easily accessible, and patient-centred healthcare in a welcoming and
professional environment.
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We know that seeking medical care can be overwhelming, but you're not alone. With empathy at the heart of
our care, we listen, understand, and support you every step of the way. In our clean, premium environment, you'll
feel safe, valued, and truly cared for. Book your appointment today and experience healthcare with compassion.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

APRIL

April 04/Senegal
National Day

April 07/W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12/Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15/DPR Ko-
rea
The Day of the Sun

April 16/Denmark
National Day
April 17/Iran

Army Day

April 17/Syria
Independence Day

April 18/Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24/Holy See

Anniversary of His

Papacy of his Pon-
tificate

April 25/DPR
Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26/Tanzania
National Day

April 27/Sierra
Leone
Independence Day

April 27/South
Africa
Freedom Day

April 30/Sweden
Birthday of His
Majesty
April 30/Netherlands

Birthday of Queen

Turkish Airlines.....8494949
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ISLAMABAD: The Centre for
Aerospace & Security Studies
(CASS), Islamabad, hosted a
Pre-Budget Roundtable, in col-
laboration with Socioeconomic
Insights & Analytics (SIA), to
address Pakistan’s pressing fis-
cal and socioeconomic challeng-
es. The distinguished panel of
economic experts including Dr
Nadeem ul Haque, Founder of
Socioeconomic Insights & An-
alytics (SIA) and former Vice
Chancellor of PIDE; Mr Huma-
yun Igbal Shami, President of
the Pakistan Economic Forum;
Mr Syed Ali Ehsan, Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director at the Policy
Research Institute of Market
Economy (PRIME); and Mr Sha-
hid Sattar, Secretary General
of the All Pakistan Textile Mills
Association (APTMA), offered
actionable recommendations for
reforming the national budget-
ary framework, enhancing pol-
icy coherence, and improving
execution. The roundtable was
moderated by CASS Advisor on
Economic Affairs, Dr Usman
W. Chohan, with concluding re-
marks by President of CASS,
Islamabad, Air Marshal Javaid

Pre-budget CASS roundtable

Experts stresses structural
reforms and fiscal discipline

President of CASS, Islamabad, Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed (R) concluded the roundtable by thanking
participants and reiterating that sound economic governance is a strategic imperative

Aerospace Securily
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Ahmed (Retd). In his opening
remarks, Dr Usman W. Cho-
han underscored the need for
a ‘budgetary philosophy that
reflects public value,” empha-
sising that the budget must
prioritise public interest over
special interests and align with
long-term development goals.
Dr Nadeem ul Haque opened the
discussion with a critique of Pa-
kistan’s current budget process,
describing it as more spectacle
than serious fiscal exercise. He
argued that budgets should be

routine, apolitical, and focused
on fiscal discipline, calling for

a clear separation between
budgeting and policymaking.
Dr Haque stressed that Paki-
stan lacks true fiscal autonomy,
having relied on nearly 25 IMF
programmes while maintain-
ing stagnant growth at around
2%. He highlighted that public
funds are citizens’ resources
and must be used with care. He
also pointed to key structural
problems, including an erratic
tax system, inefficient state-

owned enterprises (SOEs), and
poor debt management. Addi-
tionally, he debunked economic
myths such as overreliance on
the informal economy and a lim-
ited understanding of real estate
development. ‘Markets must be
functional, and tax systems pre-
dictable,” he concluded. Shahid
Sattar offered a sector-specific
analysis, focusing on textiles,
accounting for 66% of national
exports. Despite its importance,
he said, the sector has suffered
from policy neglect and econom-

ic distortions. Adjusted for infla-
tion and currency depreciation,
he noted, export levels in 2025
mirror those of 2012. He high-
lighted that flawed implementa-
tion and uneven taxation have
undermined the domestic cotton
industry. Locally produced cot-
ton faces an 18% sales tax and
turnover tax, while imported
cotton is often exempt, discour-
aging local production. He also
criticised the Federal Board of
Revenue’s reliance on single-en-
try accounting, which omits re-
fund liabilities, thus impacting
liquidity for export-driven indus-
tries. He called for adopting dou-
ble-entry accounting and abol-
ishing presumptive taxes that
penalize compliant businesses.
Humayun Igbal Shami described
the budget-making process as
stagnant and lacking innovation.
With tax revenue almost entire-
ly consumed by debt servicing,
fiscal space for development
remains minimal. He advocated
reforming income tax struc-
tures and reducing the burden
of high tax brackets, which
can reach up to 49%. He also
stressed strict expenditure
controls but acknowledged lim-
itations in defence austerity
due to regional dynamics.

Refrigerated Trucks strengthen

kids’ access to vaccines

Vaccine cold chain receives boost with new transport provided

by UNICEF and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

ISLAMABAD: In a signif-

tional

Health Services,

routine immunization, im-

UNICEF, with support from

Chinese college
join hands to launch
intelligent food
processing program

ISLAMABAD: Jiangsu Food and Pharmaceutical Science

icant step toward ensur-
ing equitable access to
life-saving vaccines for
every child in Pakistan,
UNICEF officially hand-
ed over 31 refrigerated
trucks to the Federal Di-
rectorate of Immuniza-
tion (FDI) in Islamabad
today, with support from
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

Regulations and Coordi-
nation. “The availability
of these vehicles will guar-
antee the integrity of vac-
cine supply to all provinc-
es and territories, helping
us reach every child,” he
added. The 31 trucks have
been provided through
a collaborative effort be-
tween the Government of

proving outreach capacity,
and bolstering the overall
health system. “Every
child has the right to be
protected from prevent-
able diseases. With the
support of Gavi and in
close coordination with
the Government of Paki-
stan, these refrigerated
trucks will help us ensure

Gavi, is also providing tech-
nical assistance to improve
vaccine micro plans, cold
chain system strengthening
and real-time monitoring at
national and sub-national
levels to ensure the effec-
tive use of these resources.
“This support is instrumen-
tal in expanding our reach
and building the capacity

College, China and Sindh Technical Education and Voca-
tional Training Authority (TEVTA) have signed a Letter of
Cooperation to jointly develop a three-year diploma pro-
gram in Intelligent Food Processing Technology. Under
the agreement, the Jiangsu-based college will contribute
its technical expertise and digital resources to support cur-
riculum development, platform construction, and faculty
training. The collaboration, facilitated by Chinese educa-
tion service providers ITMC China and UNI Int’l, was an-
nounced on April 22. According to UNI Int’l, the program

ISLAMABAD,: Chairman
Prime Minister Youth Pro-
gram (PMYP) Rana Mas-
hood Ahmed Khan has said
that bilateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and Bosnia
Herzegovina were based on
mutual respect, shared val-
ues and solidarity. He said,
Bosnia stands side by side
with Pakistan in the mo-
ment of Hermes, promoting
diplomacy,  humanitarian
aid and cultural exchanges
through the cooperation be-
tween the important part-
ners, we are emphasizing
the public’s relations with
the people, especially with
their leadership. Address-
ing the screening ceremony
of Ayda film by Bosnia here
Wednesday, he said today,
we are not only celebrating
the national day of Bosnia
under the banner of the
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gram but also ensuring the
participation of the youth
in the promotion of cine-
ma’s culture. He said, this
is not just about sharing
a powerful cinema experi-
ence, but also about cultur-
al understanding, building
peace, and strengthening
our commitment to the
united relations. The Chair-
man PMYP said that Bosnia
and Herzegovina were the
countries rich in history
and beauty adding that his
event is a great opportunity
for Pakistan and Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The bilateral
relations between the two
countries are based on mu-
tual respect, shared values
and solidarity, he said and
added, we do not see cul-
tural exchange only as a
tradition, but also see last-
ing partnerships as a bridge
for peace and understand-
ing. Rana Mashood said
in Pakistan, more than 70
percent of our people are
under 30 years of age,simi-
larly, in Bosnia, more than
one -third of the popu-
lation is comprised of
young people who are full
of energy, creativity. He
said that both Sarajevo
and Islamabad were not
only forming the future
of their own countries
but also becoming glob-
al citizens, innovators
and peace makers. What
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PNCA, Nomad Gallery exhibition,
documentary on Kalash culture

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) and Nomad Gallery proudly announce their collaborative

Islamabad.............. 9222596 || exhibition and documentary screening, “Rekindling: The Kalash Narrative,” celebrating the cultural heritage of one of
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20 || Pakistan’s most distinctive indigenous communities. This significant cultural event emerges from a unique three-part
& residency conducted by curator Nageen Hyat, focusing on the rich traditions and contemporary challenges of the Kalash

people of Chitral. The exhibition showcases powerful works by six accomplished artists who have interpreted various as-

pects of Kalash life, heritage, and landscape through different media and perspectives. An art exhibition was inaugurated

Easter celebrated at the
Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD:Acting Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, cele-
brated the joyous occasion of Easter with Christian employees of the Supreme Court at
a special ceremony held here Wednesday. In a heartwarming gesture of inclusivity, the
Acting Chief Justice cut a festive cake, sharing the moment with members of the Chris-
tian community working in the Court. The event aimed to foster a spirit of unity, mutual

Police  Stations

. by Senator Sherry Rehman on Wednesday, 23rd April, 2025. She stated that “I am honored to inaugurate ‘Rekindling: The Eizg(sefr;[’ 2};}112 Czltr}llglrlilrrllal ?}?é?c)g}r; anclﬁ?egf }}:12 t?gze;:: Kgsﬂl;fégc‘;eofir?eo]rligfclgr(ﬁ inYthelﬁa?ti
E H Kalash Narrative, ‘ an exhibition that represents the vital work of cultural preservation and indigenous storytelling. The g the g 8 | g Lme ) ph € 1mp e
anlry o ‘s - e A3 . SR - - . " understanding and reaffirmed the judiciary’s unwavering commitment to the constitution-
Kalash community is a living treasure of Pakistan’s diverse heritage, and initiatives like this help ensure their traditions al values of equality. freedom of relicion and human dienitv as enshrined in the Consti-
EdhiAmbulance............. 115 | and knowledge systems are documented and celebrated. Nageen Hyat and Nomad Gallery have long championed Paki- v quality, . g goity .
, - . - - P . T tution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973. He lauded the valuable contributions of
. stan’s cultural narratives, and this collaboration with PNCA highlights the importance of institutional support for such en- - S . .
PIA Flight Info................ 114 ; . . . . o . Christian employees to the justice system and extended his heartfelt Easter greetings to
deavors. As we face increasing environmental and social challenges across our northern regions, artistic documentation - o
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979 || pecomes not i - oy 1w . . | them and their families. The ceremony was attended by Judges and staff members of the
just aesthetically valuable but historically essential.” The event featured two main components: Documenta Supreme Court. reflecting the iudiciary’s dedication to upholdine cultural and reli
Railway Inquiry.............. 117 || ry Screening: “Rediscovering Greater Chitral”, this documentary, produced by Nageen Hyat for PTV Global, provides in- p ’ g J y p g

gious diversity. The celebration served as a reaffirmation of the judiciary’s role as a
unifying institution, one that stands for peaceful coexistence, tolerance.—APP

Railway Exchange9270831-5 || timate insights into the Kalash community, their traditions, and the changing dynamics of their cultural landscape.—DNA
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA e 9281092 MohtaSib VOWS to

] = | provide justice at APRIL 2025

E e o R t
==_wwni8 doorsteps of People b -

Hospitals ps O1 Feop’ Pakistan’s Premier News &
CMHcrr SG1LI11 | st Qurcahi has called mpon the sovesmmont fnctiomaics to Dipl tic Affairs M i
MH....covirireenreneenne 561116 | ensure implementation (Ef the inftitution’s decisions for pro- lp 0 m a l[: a I rs agaZI ne
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11 viding immediate relief to the complainants.

Chairing a meeting with the local heads of the Federal Gov- Fi n d us on:

DHQ... 09563114 | o1 pent agencies at Abbottabad here Tuesday, he said that :
RGH.ovvviiiias 9290301-7 | the Wafaqi Mohtasib is in essence the poor man’s court, com- wWww.ce ntr eI 1mne.com. pk
Holy Family......... 9290322-7 || mitted to providing speedy redressal to the marginalized and
PIMS.oomom, 9261170-79 | backward segments of the society. He urged the government H'\"‘r’\"‘r’.dna nEt\’S.C(}n‘l.pl

.. officials to spare no efforts for the resolution of public com- _ . -l b d_ l
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09 | plaints The Wafaqi Mohtasib, on the occasion, also referred www.lslamaba PDSLCD M.PK

Shifa International 4603666

(- B i"'
if- ’i‘* bl s
'4;1 fa! ”

to the outgoing year 2024, terming it as eventful and produc-
tive in the sense that the office received a large number of
complaints totaling 226,373, out of which, he said, 223,198
have been resolved satisfactorily. This marked an increase of
17% and 16% in the receipt and disposal respectively over the
figures of 2023, he added. He also informed that more than
93% of the decisions have been implemented during 2024 as

, @Postislamabad/ @Editordnanews

compared to the year 2023, during which the ratio stood at A S1s Ef-'f " concern Of
DEDartmentS 85.70%. Later, the Wafaqi Mohtasib also met the Press and Fe
CDA.oo 922133443 | Media representatives there and apprised them of the major £
initiatives launched by his office for dispensing administra- .
CDA""': """""" 9208301-04 tive relief at the door steps of the people. He said that apart ’ . .
Met Office.......... 9250360-6 | from 126 Khuli Katcheries organized during 2024 across the
5555864 | country, 171 visits have also been undertaken under the OCR
5770886 || Programme which led to the resolution of 4840 complaints.

11# Block 18-A, Awan Plaza,
G-8 Markez, Islamabad-Pakistan
Ph: 051-2261960, 051-8488394

“The Wafaqi Mohtasib’s Inspection Teams also undertook 79
Inspection Visits to the Federal Government agencies and
departments generating large number of complaints”, he
observed. The Wafaqi Mohtasib further informed that with
a view to expanding the institution’s outreach, new regional
offices have been established at Muzaffarabad (A]&K).—APP
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ISLAMABAD: The Spokes-
person Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IESCO)
on Wednesday said that
zero loadshedding was
being carried out across
the company’s region The
Spokesperson told media
here Wednesday that power
supply demand stood at 1317
megawatt (MW) against quo-
ta allocation of 1,250 MW
from the national grid sys-
tem. Currently, he said that
no load-shedding was being
observed in in six circles of
the company including Is-
lamabad, Rawalpindi Cantt,
Rawalpindi City, Jhelum, At-
tock, Chakwal and Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir. To a ques-
tion, however, he said that
in some areas of Rawalpindi
and Islamabad, the consum-
ers could face power outage
owing to ongoing develop-
ment projects. Power supply
to such areas remained sus-
pended on the requested of
local administration in order
to facilitate the development
projects, he added. Mean-
while, President Gulraiz Su-
pervisory Committee Syed
Ashfaq Bukhari said that the
residents were facing numer-
ous due to frequent outage in
the pretext of routine main-
tenance. In a letter to the
IESCO Chief, he demanded
to upgrade the status of Ko-
rang Sub Division from rural
to Urban.

ICCI, Pakistan
single window
join forces

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) and
Pakistan Single Window
(PSW) have reaffirmed their
commitment to work collab-
oratively for the benefit of
the business community by
addressing challenges relat-
ed to trade facilitation and
simplifying trade processes.
In a significant step forward,
ICCI in collaboration with
PSW organized a refresher
session on “PSW’s Role in
Simplifying and Strengthen-
ing Trade Processes” at the
ICCI premises. The session
aimed to enhance awareness
and understanding among
the business community re-
garding PSW’s pivotal role
in transforming internation-
al trade operations through
digitization A large number
of business leaders from the
region participated in the
session to familiarize them-
selves with the PSW proce-
dures and explore avenues
for promoting cross-border
trade. In his welcome re-
marks, ICCI President Nasir
Mansoor Qureshi empha-
sized the transformative
impact of PSW in reducing
the time and cost of doing
business by replacing pa-
per-based processes with a
single-entry digital platform
for import, export, and tran-
sit documentation. He also
highlighted the platform’s
inclusive approach in empow-
ering women-led MSMEs by
addressing their operational
and financial barriers. He
reaffirmed the Chamber’s
commitment to keeping
its members informed and
aligned with key national
reforms aimed at enhancing
the ease of doing business in
Pakistan. “This session will
help our business communi-
ty gain practical knowledge
and insight into smoother
trade operations.—APP

Water treatment plant
with the Japanese support

Through this Grant Aid project and on-going technical cooperation project “The Project for Improve-
ment of Management Capacity of Water Supply Sector in Faisalabad”, the Government of Japan and
JICA will continue to strive to supply safe water in Pakistan

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: On Wednesday
a handover ceremony for the
Grant Aid project “The Project
for the Improvement of Water
Treatment Plant and Water Dis-
tribution System in Faisalabad”
(grant amount: 4.094 billion
yen) was held. AKAMATSU Shu-
ichi, the Ambassador of Japan to
Pakistan, Naoaki Miyata, Chief
Representative of Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(JICA) Pakistan Office, and Mr.
Aamer Aziz, Managing Director
of Water and Sanitation Agency,
Faisalabad attended the ceremo-
ny. Faisalabad is the third most
populous city in Pakistan. With
rapid population growth, water
demand exceeds the existing ca-
pacity of the water supply, and
citizens in Faisalabad are unable
to enjoy adequate water servic-
es. To address the issue, JICA
provided technical cooperation
from 2016 to 2019 and formu-
lated the Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Master Plan
with the target year of 2038.
This Grant Aid project was se-
lected as a priority project in

the master plan. This Grant Aid
project upgraded and expanded
the Old Jhal Khanuana water
treatment plant and developed
water transmission and dis-
tribution facilities, including
the pipe network, tripling the
water supply. This increase in
water supply helps improve wa-
ter services in Faisalabad, ulti-

mately enhancing public health
and the living environment for
its citizens. It also supports the
achievement of SDG Goal 6: “En-
sure availability and sustainable
management of water and sani-
tation for all.” At the handover
ceremony, Ambassador AKA-
MATSU stated, “I hope that all
facilities installed under Japan’s

project will be fully utilized in
a sustainable manner and that
the expertise and experience
gained will benefit the peo-
ple in Faisalabad.” Chief Rep-
resentative of JICA Pakistan
Office Mr. Miyata remarked,
“We hope that this project will
provide safe water to more
people and improve the living

environment of the residents
of Faisalabad.” Through this
Grant Aid project and on-going
technical cooperation project
“The Project for Improvement
of Management Capacity of
Water Supply Sector in Faisal-
abad”, the Government of Japan
and JICA will continue to strive
to supply safe water in Pakistan.

Chinese 1nsulin approved
as first insulin glargine
biosimilar in Pakistan

“We have been cooperating with leading Pakistani pharmaceutical
companies in technology transfer and localized manufacturing.

For instance, the filling of insulin glargine vials has been localized,”
Gan & Lee told CEN

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The insu-
lin glargine cartridge by
Gan & Lee Pharmaceu-
ticals just obtained the
first biosimilar approval
from the Drug Regulato-
ry Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP). This expected
to increase the accessi-
bility of glucose-lower-
ing medications in the
local market, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN)report-
ed on Wednesday. Data
shows that Pakistan has
34.5 million diabetic pa-
tients aged 20-79, with

a prevalence rate of
31.4%, ranking first in
the world. “Currently,
80% of Pakistan’s insu-
lin demand still relies
on second-generation
human insulin. As a
third-generation insulin,
insulin glargine better
mimics physiological
basal insulin secretion,
achieving 24-hour stable
glycemic control with
only one daily injection.
This provides patients
with a safer and more
convenient long-term
treatment option,” Gan
& Lee said to CEN. In

addition to the newly ap-
proved insulin glargine
cartridge, the company
already introduced its
insulin glargine pre-
filled pen as the first in-
sulin glargine biosimilar
to Pakistan in 2022. Ac-
cording to Gan & Lee,
China and Pakistan pos-
sess complementary ad-
vantages in the pharma-
ceutical industry. China
leads in biopharmaceu-
tical R&D innovation,
large-scale production
and supply chain effi-
ciency, while Pakistan
features a strong medi-

cal demand, particularly
for high-burden diseases
like diabetes, a mature
generic pharmaceutical
system and competi-
tive labor costs, cre-
ating enormous oppor-
tunities for bilateral
cooperation. “We have
been cooperating
with leading Pakistani
pharmaceutical com-
panies in technology
transfer and localized
manufacturing. For in-
stance, the filling of
insulin glargine vials
has been localized,”
Gan & Lee told CEN.

IBCC launches annual
report 2024

ISLAMABAD:The Inter Boards Coordination Commission
(IBCC) officially launched its Annual Report 2024 here the
other day at a ceremony held at the IBCC Secretariat. The
event was graced by Dr. Ghulam Ali Mallah, Executive Direc-
tor IBCC, along with the Director General, IBCC Directors
and distinguished members of the media. The Annual Report
2024 is a compelling narrative of the Commission’s relentless
pursuit of excellence, showcasing transformative reforms, pi-
oneering digital advancements, and unwavering commitment
to standardizing Pakistan’s educational assessment system.
Reflecting on the Commission’s accomplishments, the report
marks 2024 as a landmark year in IBCC’s history. Among the
most notable achievements is the launch of the Model Assess-
ment Framework (MAF) a strategic shift from rote memoriza-
tion to conceptual, critical, and analytical learning. The MAF
aligns assessments with national curriculum standards and
global best practices, ensuring fair, transparent, and mean-
ingful evaluations across all educational boards in Pakistan.
In tandem with pedagogical reform, the IBCC accelerated its
digital transformation agenda. Key initiatives include Express
Attestation Services, allowing document processing within
30 minutes; QR-based verification and applicant tracking sys-
tems; 1-Bill integrated digital payment solution; and a cloud-
based attendance and leave management system for internal
transparency and governance. The report also highlights the
introduction of a 10-point grading system and an enhanced
passing threshold from 33% to 40%, marking a progressive
shift towards academic rigor and grade integrity. Under the
dynamic leadership of Dr. Ghulam Ali Mallah, IBCC convened
its 2nd Annual Conference 2024 under the theme “Building
a Brighter Future: The Role of Technology in Assessment.”
The two-day event brought together national and international
experts to explore Al-driven solutions, data analytics, and eth-
ical digital practices to modernize assessments. —DNA

Haroon reviews
national tractor policy

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Special  As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) on Industries
and Production Haroon
Akhtar Khan on Wednesday
chaired a high-level meeting
with tractor manufacturers
to discuss the formulation
of the National Tractor Pol-
icy. During the meeting,
he described the National
Tractor Policy as a land-
mark initiative aligned with
the Prime Minister’s vision
of promoting and protecting
local industry, said a news
release. Haroon highlighted
the significant role of trac-
tor manufacturers in the do-

mestic production process
and stressed that making
tractors more affordable
would significantly benefit
farmers across Pakistan.
He directed manufacturers
to propose viable solutions
for reducing tractor prices
to make them more accessi-
ble. “Local industry protec-
tion is central to the Prime
Minister’s  vision,” said
Haroon. “The agriculture,
exports, and manufacturing
sectors are closely linked
and must be developed in
tandem to drive economic
growth.”

Increasing exports and im-
proving the national econo-
my remain key priorities of
the government, he added.
The suggestions shared by

the tractor manufacturers
during the meeting will be
thoroughly reviewed. It was
decided that a follow-up
meeting on the same agen-
da will be convened next
week. Haroon said tractor
loan schemes could be high-
ly beneficial for unemployed
youth by creating job oppor-
tunities in the agricultural
sector. During the meet-
ing, tractor manufacturers
raised concerns about high
GST, excessive regulatory
duties, high markup rates,
and the lack of a consist-
ent policy framework. The
manufacturers appreciated
Haroon Akhtar proactive
efforts and commitment to
addressing the challenges
faced by the industry.

Exporters urged to integrate
Pak into global supply chain

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal on Wednesday
urged entrepreneurs and ex-
porters to actively participate
in local and international ex-
hibitions and help integrate
Pakistan into the global sup-
ply chain by effectively show-
casing high-quality and com-
petitive products Addressing
the Pakistan-Bahrain Invest-
ment Opportunities Expo,
he called on all stakeholders
to broaden the international
reach of Pakistani products
by meeting global standards
and promoting the “Made in
Pakistan” label as a symbol of
quality and a global brand. To
support this vision, the min-
ister announced the estab-
lishment of a National Cen-
tre for Brand Development,

which would provide compre-
hensive support to the Small
and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) sector in producing
value-added goods. He de-
scribed exhibitions as a key
pillar of the country’s export
development strategy.

He also invited the Pakistan
Exhibitioners Association to
partner with the government
in promoting internationally
competitive products and
contributing to the national
goal of achieving $100 billion
in exports over the next 8
to 10 years. “Exporters not
only carry Pakistani prod-
ucts across the globe, but
also contribute to making
Pakistan a part of the global
supply chain,” he said, en-
couraging participants at the
expo to work with a visionary
and mission-driven approach.
Earlier, the minister high-
lighted the importance of
a supportive ecosystem for

development,  highlighting
peace and harmony, stabili-
ty, consistent policies and a
sustained reform process as
essential pillars for achiev-
ing longterm and sustaina-
ble growth. In past, he said
that whenever the PML-N
government had set the
country on a development
path and its policy frame-
works began delivering
results, it was prevented
from continuing its in-
ternationally recognized
development agenda with
change of regime He cited
assessments by interna-
tional rating agencies that
projected Pakistan could
have become one of the
world’s top 20 economies
by 2030, had it maintained
the development momen-
tum of 2013-2018. How-
ever, following the 2018
elections, governance was
handed over to an inex-

perienced political party,
which, according to him,
dismantled established
development frameworks
and brought the country
to the brink of financial
default. Now, he said,
the PML-N government
has once again regained
the pace of development
through sound economic
policies. As a result, infla-
tion has dropped from 38%
to 2.5%, the policy rate
has been reduced to 12%,
and the Pakistan Stock
Exchange has reached a
record high of 115,000
points on the PSX 100 In-
dex - all in a short period.
To sustain this momentum
and elevate Pakistan’s
economic standing, the
minister stressed the need
to avoid political disrup-
tions, attract more foreign
direct investment and sig-
nificantly boost exports.
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ISLAMABAD :Speaker
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq has visited the
holy city of Madina dur
ing his official visit to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
During the visit, he offered
prayers at Masjid-e-Nabawi
and was blessed with the op-
portunity to visit the sacred
Roza-e-Rasool (PBUH).
While at Masjid-e-Nabawi,
the Speaker offered nawa-
fil and prayed for the unity
and harmony of the Muslim
Ummah, as well as for the
peace, prosperity and sta-
bility of Pakistan. The mem-
bers of the parliamentary
delegation  accompanying
the Speaker were also pres-
ent during the visit. This
official visit underscored
the strong parliamentary
ties and the time-tested
friendship between Pa-
kistan and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.—APP

Seafood
exports grew
8.15%

ISLAMABAD: Fish and fish
preparations exports dur-
ing last 09 months of cur-
rent financial year grew by
8.15 per cent as compared
to the exports of the corre-
sponding period of the last
year. Over 151,787 metric
tons of fish and fish prod-
ucts valued at $322.906 mil-
lion were exported during
the period from July-March
2024-25 as compared to the
145,671 metric tons worth
of $289.568 million of the
same period of last year, ac-
cording the data of the Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statistics.
Meanwhile, meat and meat
products exports during the
period under review also in-
creased by 0.99 per cent as
90,578 metric tons of meat
and meat preparations
worth of $391.118 million
were exported as against
the exports of 93,587 met-
ric tons valued at $387.279
million of the same period
of the last year. In last 09
months, the country ex-
ported over 663,980 met-
ric tons of Basmati-Rice
valued at $676.967 million
as compared to the ex-
ports 545,223 metric tons
worth $622.347 million of
the same period of the last
year, it added. During the
period under review, over
4.017 million tons of rice
other then basmati rice
worth $2.080 billion were
also exported as compared
to the exports of 4.011 mil-
lion tons valued at $2.308
billion of the same period of
the last year.—APP
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“caring for all health needs”

Shingles vaccine, SHINGRIX, is now available at our practices.

This is an FDA approved and CDC recommended vaccine designed to help protect
patients (above 50 years of age) against the risk of Shingles/ Herpes Zoster.

This vaccine requires two
doses for optimal protection.

Most of us had chickenpox in childhood, although
we may not remember it. Once you’ve had
chickenpox, the virus remains dormant in the
nerves. You may not be aware of it for most of your
life, but occasionally the virus can reactivate and
cause shingles, which appears as a painful rash

on the skin.

The vaccine is
recommended for those
over 18 with a weakened
immune system and for
older patients above 50

years of age.

Shingles can be very painful and is more likely to affect older individuals. This is often
due to a weakened immune system, which can happen with age, stress,

or certain medical conditions and treatments.

For further details please call us on 03008504999/03097778999 or email hlthline@comsats.net.pk
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US, China Al race

TE United States and China are not only locked in a growing tariff war that
could drag the world economy into a recession but also stuck in an increas-
ingly fierce competition in the field of artificial intelligence. So far, the US is seen
as the leader in Al technologies but that does not necessarily mean it can simply
declare itself the winner in the Al contest. The so-called DeepSeek effect - the rev-
olutionary impact of the technologies developed by China’s home-grown Al start-up
DeepSeek - has shown how Chinese Al can exert vast influence and power. Just
a few weeks after DeepSeek’s dark-horse success made global headlines, Chinese
President Xi Jinping hosted a rare gathering of Chinese technology entrepreneurs,
including Jack Ma, founder of Alibaba Group Holding (which owns the South China
Morning Post) and rising star Liang Wenfeng, founder of DeepSeek. Xi’s message
to the technology leaders was simple and direct: use new technologies to help to
grow the Chinese economy. China’s top-down approach to policymaking can allow
the country to quickly reap economic benefits from its efficiency. After Xi's Febru-
ary meeting, local governments in places from Shenzhen (home to many well-es-
tablished tech companies like Tencent and Huawei Technologies) to Shanghai (the
birthplace of popular apps such as Instagram-like RedNote and Temu, the shopping
platform which is competing with Amazon for a new generation of global e-com-
merce consumers) began to throw their support behind Al developments in the
hope of cultivating the next DeepSeek. On the regulatory side, China, which has
been studying the European Union’s Al Act, the world’s first legal framework for
artificial intelligence, is moving away from more comprehensive, risk-based regula-
tion, with officials warning about the dangers of overregulation, including of China
falling behind in the Al race. This is especially in the wake of DeepSeek’s success,
as the Chinese government looks to encourage Al development in a more flexi-
ble regulatory environment. China’s rapid advancements in Al so far this year are
making the US sit up and take notice. In February, the White House declared it
was formulating an Al Action Plan to “sustain and enhance America’s global Al
dominance”, and asked for public feedback. US tech giants and start-ups including
OpenAl, Meta, Google, Anthropic and Microsoft made submissions. Some possible
outcomes include further restrictions on US exports of the advanced chips used
in generative Al to China, as the continued success of companies like DeepSeek
relies on the products of American chip designers, especially Nvidia. The Trump
administration is also reportedly considering banning DeepSeek’s Al chatbot from
all US government devices over national security concerns. As the Al competition
between Washington and Beijing grows ever more hostile, many industry analysts
still believe the US can keep its competitive advantage for years to come, especially
in Al reasoning, agent design and accuracy. However, China is more interested in
exploring how to put Al technology — even though Chinese companies’ Al develop-
ments may be less advanced than those of their American peers - into practice in
ways that benefit businesses and ordinary people as soon as possible. For example,
Wumart, as I understand it, has started experimenting with DeepSeek’s Al mod-
els to upgrade its customer relations management system. The Walmartlike Chi-
nese supermarket chain operator wants to better understand customers’ shopping
habits and behaviour to improve sales, and is leveraging Al-powered data analysis.
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(Gaza’s medicine shortage

INCE Israel intensified its blockade on Gaza and almost completely closed

the border crossings on March 2, 2025, warehouses have become incapable
of receiving any new shipments—whether of medicine or medical equipment.
Reports issued by human rights organizations, such as the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA), indicate that over 70% of essential medicines are currently
unavailable in the Gaza Strip. Hospitals are also suffering from a severe short-
age of fuel needed to operate generators, which has led to the closure of many
critical departments, such as intensive care units and operating rooms. The
Ministry of Health has repeatedly warned that the continuation of this blockade
signals a total collapse of the healthcare system, especially as the number of
injuries increases due to the ongoing genocide. According to official statistics,
more than 117,000 Palestinians have been wounded since the beginning of the
war, thousands of whom are in critical condition and require urgent medical care
that is currently unavailable inside the Strip. Dr. AlaaHelles, Director General of
Pharmaceutical Care at the Ministry of Health, says that more than 37% of the
essential medicines list is unavailable in the Ministry’s warehouses, in addition
to a shortage exceeding 59% in the list of medical consumables needed for all
health services. Speaking to Anadolu Agency, Dr. Helles added, “This shortage
directly affects all medical specialties and services, including cancer and blood
diseases treatment,” noting that more than 54% of the medications designated
for these illnesses are unavailable. The ministry has repeatedly appealed to
relevant institutions to provide the needed medications or at least reduce the
gap, according to Helles, who warned that if the situation continues as is, the
suffering will worsen, “and many patients will face serious complications that
could lead to death—amid the pain of illness and the anxiety of families who
have no means to save their loved ones.” Regarding whether there are any other
means by the ministry to reduce the risk, the Palestinian doctor mentioned that
they are working on alternative treatments in an attempt to deal with the crisis.
He added, “This solution is not suitable for all cases,” noting that “changing a
patient’s prescribed treatment could endanger their life and directly impact the
quality of healthcare.” Since March 2, Israeli occupation authorities have closed
the crossings to the entry of food, relief, medical aid, and goods, causing a signif-
icant deterioration in the humanitarian conditions of Palestinians, according to
government, human rights, and international reports. Amid this scene, people
with multiple injuries, cancer patients, and those with chronic illnesses like
heart disease and kidney failure are among the most affected by the situation,
with their lives now threatened due to the depletion of vital medicines and the
denial of permission to travel for treatment abroad. Earlier, the United Nations
said that the occupation authorities have been preventing the entry of all types
of aid into the Gaza Strip for 50 days, and that the impact of this on the Strip’s
population is “extremely serious.” This was according to UN spokesperson
StéphaneDujarric, during a press conference held last Monday at the UN head-
quarters in New York. Dujarric explained that OCHA confirmed that for 50 days,
no food, fuel, medicine, or any other essential materials have entered Gaza.

From conflict to consensus

Qamar Bashir

Justice must form the
cornerstone of any thriving
nation. Without it, the moral
and institutional fabric begins
to unravel. When citizens
feel deprived of their rightful
place in national decision-
making or believe that their
resources are being unjustly
distributed, resentment
takes root. These grievances
are not abstract—they
manifest in broken trust, in
mass disenfranchisement,
and, ultimately, in resistance
against the very institutions
meant to serve the people.
This has been particularly
evident in regions like
Balochistan. It is an
uncontested truth that the
Baloch people deserve...

HERE is a near-universal consensus in Pa-

kistan on one key principle: the country

must progress. No matter which province
or ethnicity one belongs to—Punjabi, Sindhi, Ba-
loch, or Pashtun—every citizen yearns for a future
where poverty is defeated, dignity is restored, and
opportunities abound. This shared national aspi-
ration should have been the most powerful unify-
ing force in Pakistan’s journey toward nationhood.
Yet, the question persists: why, despite this com-
mon desire, has Pakistan struggled to achieve sus-
tained progress? The answer lies in the fractured
relationship between the state, the Constitution,
and the people. The Constitution of Pakistan is not
merely a legal document—it is a solemn covenant.
It lays down the rights of individuals, the responsi-
bilities of the state, and the mechanisms that bind
both in a democratic order. At its heart, the Con-
stitution grants citizens the freedom to dream, to
pursue meaningful opportunities, and to live with
dignity. But when this foundational contract is
ignored or manipulated—whether by state institu-
tions, non-state actors, or even by segments of the
political class—societal unrest becomes inevitable.
Justice must form the cornerstone of any thriving
nation. Without it, the moral and institutional fabric
begins to unravel. When citizens feel deprived of
their rightful place in national decision-making or
believe that their resources are being unjustly dis-
tributed, resentment takes root. These grievances
are not abstract—they manifest in broken trust, in
mass disenfranchisement, and, ultimately, in resist-
ance against the very institutions meant to serve
the people. This has been particularly evident in
regions like Balochistan. It is an uncontested truth
that the Baloch people deserve equal access to
education, employment, and economic opportuni-
ties. They must be seen not as passive recipients of
state policy, but as active partners in the develop-
ment of their land and its vast resources. If some
among them have chosen the path of armed resist-
ance, it is not necessarily rebellion—it is, more ac-
curately, a cry of anguish stemming from decades
of neglect and perceived injustice. The only sus-
tainable resolution lies in dialogue, inclusion, and
the empowerment of local populations. Force has
never resolved discontent rooted in genuine griev-
ances. A similar principle applies to other regions.

In Sindh, for example, disputes over water distri-
bution—such as proposed diversions to irrigate
the Cholistan desert—must be addressed through
transparent dialogue and scientific analysis. These
issues should never be approached as top-down de-
crees from Islamabad but rather as subjects for na-
tional consensus. Development must not proceed
at the cost of alienation. It must be for the people,
by the people—with the people. At the heart of this
debate is the question: who is development for?
Infrastructure projects, resource extraction, and
even military installations mean little if they do not
result in tangible improvements in the lives of citi-
zens—better schools, functional hospitals, dignified
housing, and reliable jobs. Development cannot be
an instrument of control. It must be a vehicle for
upliftment. Here, we can learn from global exam-
ples. China, once grappling with vast poverty and
regional inequality, made human development its
primary goal. By investing aggressively in education,
healthcare, poverty reduction, and skill-building, it
laid the groundwork for rapid economic transforma-
tion and social cohesion. Pakistan must do the same.
We must realize that our greatest national asset is
not our minerals, mountains, or motorways—it is our
people. Indeed, when we assess our strengths, it be-
comes clear that Pakistan’s most valuable resource
is its human capital. The second is its institutions.
Among these, the Pakistan Armed Forces stand as
a powerful guardian of national sovereignty. Their
strategic acumen has been demonstrated on multi-
ple occasions—whether in 2019, when they respond-
ed decisively to Indian aggression by downing a hos-
tile aircraft, or more recently, when they responded
proportionately to Iranian incursions targeting ter-
rorists within Pakistani territory. The message has
been clear: Pakistan will defend its sovereignty, but
it will do so with discipline and precision.

The enduring strength of our armed forces has
served as a deterrent to external threats for dec-
ades. Similarly, Pakistan’s civil bureaucracy, though
often maligned, is among the most talented in the
developing world. However, despite these institu-
tional strengths, the overall system appears para-
lyzed. Why? Because we have consistently failed to
invest in our people. We have allowed internal divi-
sions to fester instead of resolving them. We have
launched projects without community consent. We

have designed policies in isolation rather than in
partnership with those most affected. This discon-
nection is eroding not just the legitimacy of govern-
ance, but the very cohesion of the state.
For progress to be meaningful, every citizen—re-
gardless of ethnicity or location—must feel that
they have a fair stake in the system. When peo-
ple are heard, respected, and empowered, they
become guardians of the state, not agitators
against it. It is only through the inclusion of mar-
ginalized voices that we can move toward a more
democratic, peaceful, and prosperous Pakistan.
To do this, we must reimagine how we govern
and whom we serve. We must move beyond cen-
tralization and embrace participatory govern-
ance. We must institutionalize consultation, par-
ticularly for major development projects, so that
controversies are addressed before they erupt
into crises. We must dismantle the notion that
the state knows best, and instead acknowledge
that it is the people—especially those closest to
the problems—who often hold the best solutions.
We must also end the toxic cycle of exclusion and
marginalization. When citizens believe that their
voices don’t matter, they retreat from civic life—
or worse, they resist the system itself. But when
they are brought into the fold, when they see the
dividends of peace and participation, they be-
come its most ardent defenders.
Let us think of Pakistan as a tree. For it to grow
strong and weather storms, its roots—our people—
must be nurtured. Its trunk—our Constitution—
must be solid and unyielding. Its branches—our
institutions—must be firm yet flexible. And its
leaves—our provinces—must flourish in harmony.
Only then will future generations inherit a country
that is not merely a territory, but a shared, thriv-
ing dream. This is not idealism—it is necessity. We
can no longer afford to treat justice as optional, or
inclusion as cosmetic. The survival, strength, and
success of Pakistan depend on a renewed covenant
between the state and its people. A covenant based
on dignity, on participation, and above all, on trust.
— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy
of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Detroit, Michigan

Two giants, two governance systems

Kinza Aslam

In contrast to India’s
democratic system, China
presents an example of
authoritarian governance.
Authoritarianism is defined
as a political system where
power is centralized in the
hands of a few individuals
or a single party and where
civil liberties are severely
restricted. There is little
or no accountability to
the public and dissent is
often suppressed. The
government, rather than
the people, is viewed...

OVERNANCE models differ across the world in

terms of structure, distribution of power and how

decisions are made. Among the various govern-
ance types, two of the most commonly studied are demo-
cratic and authoritarian systems. Other notable govern-
ance forms include oligarchic, monarchical, theocratic,
technocratic, hybrid and participatory models. However,
understanding democratic and authoritarian governance
is especially important as they represent two contrast-
ing approaches to managing state affairs. Democracy,
with its historical roots in ancient Athens around 500
BC, began as a system where citizens directly partici-
pated in political decisions. Over time, it evolved into a
more representative form where elected officials act on
behalf of the people. In the modern era, democracy is
defined by free and fair elections, protection of individ-
ual rights and the accountability of leaders. In contrast,
authoritarianism has existed throughout history—from
ancient empires to modern dictatorships. It is charac-
terized by centralized power, limited civil liberties and
often suppression of dissenting voices.
India, the world’s largest democracy, exemplifies the dem-
ocratic model. The foundation of Indian democracy rests
on the idea that the government should be “for the people,
by the people and of the people.” The British thinker John
Stuart Mill once described the ideal government as a “night
watchman state,” which aligns closely with India’s princi-
ple of “minimum government and maximum governance.”
For a democracy to flourish, certain philosophical and eth-
ical ideas are necessary. These include humanism, which
asserts that human beings are inherently valuable and not
subordinate to any superior force; universalism, which em-
phasizes equal rights and dignity for all individuals regard-
less of background; and rationalism, which promotes the
use of logic and evidence in policymaking and governance.
India’s democratic system began officially with the 1951-
52 general elections and grown to become a parliamentary
secular democratic republic. In the system, the President
is the ceremonial head of state, while the Prime Minister
holds the actual executive power. Though the term “fed-
eral” is not explicitly used in the Indian Constitution, the
system operates on a federal structure with power distrib-
uted between the central and state governments. India
identifies itself as a Sovereign Socialist Secular Republic
and its democratic structure stands on four main pillars:

the Legislature, Executive, Judiciary and the Media. Sev-
eral key features define India’s democratic system. Firstly,
collective responsibility is a cornerstone, where the coun-
cil of ministers is accountable to the Parliament. Majority
rule ensures that the party with the most votes forms the
government, yet the system also ensures respect for minor-
ity opinions, thereby promoting pluralism. Additionally, the
Constitution guarantees rights such as freedom of speech,
education and association. One of the most defining traits
of Indian democracy is an independent judiciary, which acts
autonomously from the executive and legislative branches.
This independence helps ensure fairness and the rule of
law. In India, not only is government criticism allowed, but
also it is considered a hallmark of a vibrant democracy.
India also strives toward achieving economic and social
democracy. Economic democracy focuses on reducing
inequality and ensuring equitable access to econom-
ic opportunities for all. This is done through policies
encouraging inclusive growth, social welfare programs
such as subsidies and employment schemes and strong
regulatory frameworks to ensure fair markets and con-
sumer protection. On the other hand, social democracy
emphasizes justice, equality and the protection of indi-
vidual rights. India’s Constitution guarantees various
social rights, while government policies address social
disparities and seek to uplift marginalized communities.
Together, economic and social democracy work to fulfill
the broader goals of a just and equitable society.

In contrast to India’s democratic system, China presents
an example of authoritarian governance. Authoritarian-
ism is defined as a political system where power is cen-
tralized in the hands of a few individuals or a single party
and where civil liberties are severely restricted. There is
little or no accountability to the public and dissent is often
suppressed. The government, rather than the people, is
viewed as supreme and criticism of the state is not tolerat-
ed. A stark example of authoritarian suppression in China
is the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre, where thousands
of protestors—mostly students demanding democratic re-
forms—were brutally suppressed by the military, resulting
in thousands of deaths. The authoritarian structure of Chi-
na took its current form in 1949 when the Communist Par-
ty of China (CPC), under Mao Zedong, established control
over mainland China and introduced a socialist governance
system. Today, the CPC remains the sole ruling party in

China, exercising absolute authority over all aspects of the
state. The Chinese government is highly centralized, with
limited power given to local administrations. The Presi-
dent of China, who is also the General Secretary of the
Communist Party, wields immense authority, often with-
out checks and balances. One of the defining features of
China’s authoritarianism is the presence of a surveillance
state. The government employs advanced technology, such
as facial recognition and data analytics, to monitor citizens’
activities. In addition, the Chinese state maintains strict
control over media, information and internet content, im-
plementing widespread censorship. These tools of control
help to suppress dissent and maintain the regime’s grip on
power. The implications of China’s governance system are
profound. Individual freedoms, including those of speech,
expression and assembly, are heavily curtailed. The inter-
national community has raised concerns over human rights
violations, including restrictions on religious freedoms,
suppression of minority groups and lack of freedom of the
press. China also practices a state-led model of economic
development, where the government plays a dominant role
in guiding and regulating the economy. While this has led
to rapid economic growth, it has also created disparities
and limited the public’s participation in economic deci-
sion-making. Elections in China are neither free nor fair
and in most cases, citizens are presented with no meaning-
ful choice. The concept of “rule by law” is dominant, where
the legal system is used to reinforce the power of the ruling
elite, rather than to serve justice impartially.
Both India and China have experienced significant growth
and have emerged as influential global powers. However,
their governance models are different fundamentally. In-
dia’s democratic model is rooted in individual freedoms,
civil liberties and pluralism, while China’s authoritarian
model emphasizes centralized control, limited personal
freedoms and state supremacy. Each system has its own
strengths and weaknesses. Democracy promotes transpar-
ency, accountability and public participation, but it may
face challenges in terms of efficiency and political insta-
bility. Authoritarianism, on the other hand, can implement
policies rapidly and ensure social order, but often at the
cost of human rights and freedom.
— Student BS International Relations
University of Okara
kinzaaslam275@gmail.com
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India
suspends
Indus Water
Treaty, bans...

From Pace 01
The development came a
day after 26 men were killed
at a tourist destination in
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir in the
worst attack on civilians in
the country in nearly two
decades. At least 17 peo-
ple were also injured in the
shooting that took place
on Tuesday in the Baisaran
valley in the Pahalgam area
of the scenic, Himalayan
federal territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. The dead in-
cluded 25 Indians and one
Nepalese national, police
said. It was the worst attack
on civilians since the 2008
Mumbai  shootings, and
shattered the relative calm
in IIOJK, where tourism
has boomed as an anti-India
insurgency has waned in
recent years. The attack is
seen as a setback to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his Hindu nationalist Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP). Se-
curity forces rushed to the
Pahalgam area soon after
the attack and began comb-
ing the forests there, two se-
curity sources told Reuters.

Pakistan
concerned
over 26...

From Pace 01
“Condolences to families
and near ones of the de-
ceased and wish the injured
a speedy recovery,” he said
in a post on X. India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi de-
cried the “heinous act” in
the summer retreat of Pahal-
gam, pledging the attackers
“will be brought to justice”.
“Those responsible and be-
hind such an act will very
soon hear our response,
loud and clear,” Indian De-
fence Minister Rajnath Sin-
gh said in a speech in New
Delhi today. “We won’t just
reach those people who car-
ried out the attack. We will
also reach out to those who
planned this from behind
the scenes on our land.”
Singh did not identify those
he believes are responsible
for the killings, but said that
“India’s government will
take every step that may be
necessary and appropriate.”

SC throws
out Punjab
govt’s...

From Pace 01
Kakar noted that the peti-
tion sought physical remand
and no tests, reiterating that
since a year-and-a-half had
passed, physical remand
could not be granted. Reply-
ing to the lawyer’s claim that
Imran was being uncoopera-
tive, Kakar asked, “He is in
your custody, how can he not
cooperate? “The trial court
granted physical remand,
but the High Court reject
ed the trial court’s decision
with detailed reasons. Now,
this petition has become
ineffective and physical re-
mand cannot be given,” he
said. Justice SalahuddinPan-
hor asked the government’s
counsel whether they had a
USB with evidence against
Imran, urging them to have
it forensically examined if
they do. PTI lawyer Salman
Safdar maintained that the
prosecution had approached
the trial court for 30 days
of remand without Imran
even being presented before
the courtroom, attending
the hearing by video link.

US Con-
gressman
renews...

From Pack 01
The lawmakers held meet-
ings with Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir, Interi-
or Minister Mohsin Nagqvi,
and other senior officials.
According to Pakistan’s mili-
tary media wing, ISPR, talks
with the army chief focused
on regional security, defence
ties, and counterterrorism
efforts. Both sides empha-
sised the need for sustained
engagement and signed
memoranda to expand co-
operation in digital training
and IT. In his meeting with
the US delegation, Minister
Naqvi reiterated Pakistan’s
frontline role in the global
fight against terrorism, call-
ing for increased interna-
tional recognition and intel-
ligence-sharing. Bergman’s
remarks add to growing con-
gressional pressure in Wash-
ington for Khan’s release.

CTI Sports USA, FBBA launch
int’l Basketball training camp

“This is a unique opportunity for our youth to be trained by global professionals
who understand the modern demands of the sport,” said Zahoor. “It also
empowers our local coaches to sustain this momentum in the long run.”

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: In a landmark development
for basketball in Pakistan, U.S.-based
sports organization Coaches Team Interna-
tional (CTT) has partnered with the Federal
Basketball Association (FBBA) to launch
an international basketball training camp in
Islamabad. The camp, featuring renowned
American coaches Luke Elie and Jacob
Kim, has commenced at Bahria University
and will conclude on April 28. It aims to
develop young talent in the capital using
modern training methodologies.

Spearheaded by FBBA General Secretary Ouj
E Zahoor, the initiative brings much-needed
international exposure to Islamabad’s basket-
ball scene. A carefully selected group of young
players is undergoing intensive training un-
der the guidance of CTI coaches. In addition,
five local coaches are receiving mentorship to
help sustain international coaching standards
beyond the camp. “This is a unique opportuni-
ty for our youth to be trained by global profes-
sionals who understand the modern demands
of the sport,” said Zahoor. “It also empowers
our local coaches to sustain this momentum
in the long run.” Training sessions are being

held at the indoor basketball courts of Bahria
University, which has extended full support
by providing facilities and logistical assistance
for the visiting coaches and athletes.

The Pakistan Basketball Federation (PBBF)
has welcomed the joint venture as part of

its ongoing efforts to promote basketball
nationwide. “This is yet another signifi-
cant step toward elevating the standard of
basketball in Pakistan,” a PBBF spokes-
person noted. “International partnerships
like these are vital for our players’ growth

and the development of our coaching infra-
structure.” The CTI-FBBA training camp
reflects the growing commitment of key
stakeholders to foster a new generation of
basketball talent and marks a promising new
chapter in Pakistan’s sporting landscape.

Zimbabwe edge past BD to
register historic Test victory

The victory marks Zimbabwe’s first in away Tests since 2018

WEeB DESK

SYLHET: Rightarm pac-
er Blessing Muzarabani’s
brilliant match figures of
9/122, coupled with Brian
Bennett’s half-centuries
in each innings, propelled
Zimbabwe to a drought-end-
ing three-wicket victory
over Bangladesh in the
first Test of the two-match
series here at the Sylhet In-
ternational Cricket Stadium

on Wednesday. The African
side’s sensational victory
was their first in away Tests
since 2018, coincidentally
their previous triumph had
also come at the same ven-
ue and the opposition.
Zimbabwe also broke their
record of the highest suc-
cessful run chase in the
process, surpassing their
previous best of 162 which
they achieved against Paki-
stan in November 1998.
Leading the way for them in

the run chase were openers
Bennett and Ben Curran,
who laid a solid platform
for the victory by putting
together an important 45-
run stand. Bennett, who
made 57 in the first innings,
remained the top-scorer for
Zimbabwe in the run chase
with a masterful 54-run
knock from 81 deliveries
and featured seven fours
and a six. Curran, on the
other hand, contributed
with a 75-ball 44, comprised

of seven boundaries.

Besides them, middle-or-
der batter WesslyMadhev-
ere was the other notable
run-getter for Zimbabwe,
scoring an unbeaten 19 and
leading them to the victory.
Mehidy Hasan Miraz was
the standout bowler for
Bangladesh, picking up five
wickets for 55 runs in 22.1
overs, while Taijul Islam
bagged two. Earlier in the
day, Bangladesh resumed
their second innings from
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an overnight score of 194/4
through skipper Najmul
Hossain Shanto and wicket-
keeper batter Jaker Ali. The
home side were in a com-
fortable position as they
were leading by 112 runs
with six wickets in hand.
However, their remaining
six wickets fell for just 31
runs, resulting in them get-
ting bowled for a meagre
225. Shanto remained the
top-scorer for Bangladesh
with 60, closely followed by
Ali, who made 58. Blessing
Muzarabani led the bowl-
ing charge for Zimbabwe,
taking six wickets for 72
runs in 20.2 overs, while
Wellington Masakadza
chipped in with two scalps.

McGregor targets
THIS fighter for
UFC comeback

McGregor has not stepped into
the Octagon since July 2021

LONDON: Former UFC Featherweight Champion Conor
McGregor has hinted at a sensational return to the UFC, reig-
niting talk of a long-anticipated clash with Michael Chandler.
The two fighters recently exchanged cryptic posts on social
media, sparking excitement among fans and reigniting specu-
lation about their long-delayed showdown. McGregor has not
stepped into the Octagon since July 2021, when he suffered a
defeat to Dustin Poirier at UFC 264. His scheduled return at
UFC 303 in 2024, set against Chandler during International
Fight Week, was ultimately canceled due to a toe injury. While
McGregor remained sidelined, Chandler stayed active, facing
Charles Oliveira at UFC 309 and Paddy Pimblett at UFC 314
— both of which ended in losses for the American fighter. Fol-
lowing the success of WrestleMania 41 in Las Vegas last week,
McGregor took to social media on Monday, declaring, “I'll
only come back to a stadium,” suggesting he wants his next
fight to be on a grand stage. He further fueled speculation
with a follow-up post on X (formerly Twitter), stating: “IRON
MIKE CHANDLER. Unfinished business.” Chandler wasted
no time responding, tweeting: “Unfinished Business Load-
ing...” and later posting on Threads: “Dust off the old contract
and add some new ink... I'm ready tomorrow.” McGregor,
who holds a 1-3 record in his last four bouts, including losses
to Khabib Nurmagomedov and Dustin Poirier, appears eager
to return — but only under the right conditions. - Agencies

Andrew Flintoff
recalls mental
challenges

I didn't really know him then. I've
built a great relationship with him
since, but I was anxious about

that, standing in the lift with him

LONDON: Former England all-rounder Andrew Flintoff on
Wednesday, shared the aftershocks of his nearfatal car crash
while filming a Television programme, stating that he still
gets flashbacks at night. Flintoff, in one of his first interviews
since the accident in December 2022, told former England
captain Michael Atherton that he was hesitant to leave his
room until eventually having breakfast with Jos Buttler and
Reece Topley. “That day in Cardiff, it took me 10 goes to leave
my hotel bedroom. I couldn’t get out of the room,” Flintoff
told Mike Atherton. “I was so anxious and worried. I eventu-
ally went down to breakfast, sat down and chatted with Reece
Topley and then Jos Buttler,” he added. The former cricket-
er then revealed that England Test captain Ben Stokes also
came to inquire about his health, with whom he now shares
a ‘great’ relationship. “I had to go back to my room to get my
baseball mitt, and I was waiting for the lift again and heard
footsteps. I knew it would be (England captain) Ben Stokes.
“I didn’t really know him then. I've built a great relationship
with him since, but I was anxious about that, standing in the
lift with him. “In the dressing room, Joe Root came over, one
of the best men you’ll ever meet, and everyone made me feel
so welcome. “Slowly but surely, I started to find my feet. And
sitting on the balcony and being pictured. Even the press
were nice about me. It's amazing what an accident can do.”
Andrew Flintoff then went on to share that he has accepted
the mental challenges that came with the incident and is not
fighting them now. “It’s always going to be there, but in a
strange way, ['ve got an acceptance of it now. I'm not fighting
it,” he said of the physical and mental scars of the accident.
“I still get flashbacks at night and anxiety and other stuff, but
I know it’s happening and I'm accepting of it.” — Agencies

Marcus Rashiord doubts he
will play ior Man Utd again

LONDON: Marcus Rashford feels it is unlikely he will
play for Manchester United again under Ruben Amor-
im, but will not be rushed into making a decision about
his future. Rashford scored his fourth goal since join-
ing Aston Villa on loan in February during their 2-1
loss at Manchester City on Tuesday. The striker’s loan
deal at Villa Park expires at the end of the season.
But while his United contract is due to run until 2028,
and it is not completely out of the question Rashford
might return, sources close to the player do not see an
obvious way back into the Old Trafford fold. Rashford
was exiled by Amorim from the first team in Decem-
ber, then, aside from the home defeat at Newcastle
on 30 December when he was an unused substitute,
did not pick him in his matchday squad again. In the
wake of the Villa move, Amorim said: “I couldn’t get
Marcus to see the way you're supposed to play foot-
ball and to train the way I see it.” It means United
will have to decide whether to sell the 27-year-old or
let him move away from the club on another loan deal
this summer. As United - and Amorim - are trying to
juggle their finances in order to reshape a squad so it
fits with the former Sporting boss’ preferred style of
play, having clarity over one of their most highly paid
players would be beneficial. However, that is unlike-
ly. Rashford has ruled out the possibility of moving to
London, and ideally would join a club that has qualified
for the Champions League. Sources close to the player
are adamant Rashford is yet to have talks about his

future and is not planning to do so until the middle
of June. However, it is understood he has no interest
in being part of a swap deal - after recent speculation
around United’s interest in Crystal Palace forward
EberechiEze. Rashford is a more attractive proposition
for potential suitors than he was when he joined Villa
on 2 February. While four goals in 17 games could not
be regarded as prolific, his overall contribution - includ-
ing six assists - to the Villa cause has been significant.
It earned Rashford a recall to the England fold and has
kept fellow international Ollie Watkins frustrated on the
Villa substitutes bench. Saturday’s FA Cup semifinal
meeting with Crystal Palace and a continuing battle for
a Champions League place, after his excellent perfor-
mance against Paris St-Germain last week, is a far more
positive position than United’s ongoing struggles. As
one of United’s highest earners, the number of clubs
who could meet Rashford’s salary is not extensive.
However, United did fund part of his wages to push the
Villa move through and the feeling around the Rashford
camp is there is likely to be significant interest in him
in the summer, which is when he wants to assess his
options. Villa boss Unai Emery has been cautious about
discussing Rashford’s future at the club. “I am so happy
with him,” said Emery after Villa’s defeat by City. “He
is performing very well. His adaptation has been quick
and his commitment to the process is really important
for us and for him. “He needs to keep going and on Sat-
urday, hopefully he can help again.” - Agencies

Rizwan says he wants to stay "closer' to the fielders during matches

DNA

LAHORE: Multan Sultans’
captain Mohammad Rizwan
has finally opened up about
his decision to step away
from wicketkeeping duties
during the ongoing Pakistan
Super League (PSL) 10,
stating that he wanted to be
‘closer’ to the fielders.

In a postmatch conversa-
tion with renowned com-
mentator Ramiz Raja fol-
lowing their game against
Lahore Qalandars, Rizwan
explained that the move is
part of a strategic shift to
boost onfield communica-

tion and team energy.

“l wanted to be closer to
the fielders, to talk to them
directly and lift their energy
levels,” Rizwan said.
Rizwan also pointed out
that his team’s bowling unit
consists of players who are
relatively new to profes-
sional cricket, particularly
at the high-pressure level
of the PSL. Players like
Ubaid Shah have not yet
gained the experience that
our more seasoned bowl-
ers might have. “Our bowl-
ing attack includes many
young and inexperienced
players like Ubaid Shah and
AkifJaved. “I want to guide

them during the game, un-
derstand what’s going on
in their minds, and help
them stay composed.” Ri-
zwanemphasised that by
not wearing the gloves,

he can freely move around
and interact with players,
something he believes is
crucial for team morale
and cohesion. “When I'm
not keeping, I'm constantly

running and motivating the
team — it adds momentum,”
he added with a smile.

Taking over the wicketkeep-
ing duties in his place is
Usman Khan, who has not
only impressed behind the
stumps but has also been
a key contributor with the
bat. Rizwan lauded Usman’s
impact, especially at the cru-
cial number three position.
“Usman Khan has been
instrumental in building
momentum in our innings.
When he comes in at one-
down, he plays with such
intent that our batting flow
stays intact,” Rizwan said
while placing his trust in the

young wicketkeeper-batter.
Despite the tactical change,
Multan Sultans have strug-
gled in the tournament so
far. They have won only one
out of their first four match-
es, placing them at the bot-
tom of the points table with
just two points. Rizwan did
not shy away from pointing
out the team’s poor fielding
as a major reason behind
their disappointing run.

“Our fielding in the last
three matches has been
below par. Misfields and
dropped chances cost us
crucial moments, and that’s
why the results have not
gone our way,” he admitted.

From Pace 01
the PML-N minister said.
However, she ruled out the
possibility of cancellation
of the project if a consen-
sus is not reached between
the two sides. Meanwhile,
senior PPP leaders from
Punjab held a press confer-
ence in Islamabad, sharply
criticising the provincial
government and questioning
the feasibility of the project.
Chaudhry Manzoor said
there is already a 43% water
shortage in the Indus River
system and demanded clari-
ty from Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz on which
canal would be diverted to
supply water to Cholistan.
He also rejected President
Asif Ali Zardari’s reported
approval of the project, say-
ing that the president had
no constitutional authority
to approve administrative
matters. Nadeem  Afzal
Chan, who flanked Manzo-
or at the presser, warned
against dividing the provinc-
es by exploiting the issue.

Maulana
Fazl rules
out formal...

From Pace 01

a political alliance while si-
multaneously maintaining
undisclosed contacts with
the establishment.” He crit-
icised the PTI leadership
for failing to offer any clari-
fication on the matter. Mur-
tazaemphasised that during
meetings with the PTI, the
JULF had conveyed that no
party should hold unilateral
talks with the establish-
ment. “Anything is possible
in politics, but for now, we
may coordinate on specific
issues without becoming
part of a formal alliance,” he
said. Addressing the press-
er today, Fazl noted that his
party’s shura has decided
against forming a formal
alliance,” adding that the
JUL-F would continue its po-
litical struggle independent-
ly from its own platform.

Khagan
Abbasi slams
PPP over...

From Pace 01
PPP has yet to address funda-
mental issues like access to
clean water. One has to step
outside the city center to tru-
ly understand how deprived
Karachi really is,” Abbasi re-
marked. The event featured
a special Q&A session with
students who engaged with
the former premier on topics
ranging from governance and
political reform to the future
direction of Pakistan. During
the session, Abbasi raised
concerns over the new canals
project from the Indus River.
“This is not a new issue. I
visited Sukkur in November,
and the people were already
worried. The federal gov-
ernment has failed to clarify
how these canals will affect
Sindh’s water share,” he said.

Jordan
outlaws
Muslim...

FroMm PacGe 01

deployed to enforce the
decision and confiscate the
organization’s assets. The
Interior Minister described
the Muslim Brotherhood’s
continued activities as a
threat to citizens, a barrier
to national development,
and a destabilizing force.
He revealed that members
of the dissolved group had
planned to target sensitive
sites, stored weapons and
explosives in residential
neighborhoods, and oper-
ated covertly to undermine
public security. “The pres-
ence of hidden agendas
and divisive rhetoric from
within the group is incom-
patible with Jordanian uni-
ty,” the minister stated,
adding that “we cannot
allow division among mem-
bers of a single society.”

Court Notice

In the Court of
Shamas Hasnain
Sial Adj Rawalpindi

Suit for recovery Sui
northern gase pipelines
Versus Naima Khatoon
Notice to Naima Khatoon
R/o Banglow No.5 west-
ridge, Scheme II, Rawal-
pindi, Cantt The service
through ordinary means
is difficult, so you are
informed to attend the
court personally, through
counsel or attorney on
24-04-2025 at 8 am avoid
ex-parte proceeding.
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PSX turns
bearish,
loses 1,204
points

ISLAMABAD: The 100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) turned
around to bearish trend on
Wednesday, losing 1,204.21
points on Wednesday, a
negative change of 1.02 per-
cent, closing at 117,226.15
points as compared to
118,430.35 points on the
last trading day. A total of
605,175,574 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 740,872,571
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs27.762
billion against Rs30.516
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 457 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
127 of them recorded gains
and 276 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
54 companies remained un-
changed.—APP

Gold price
declines by

Rs 11,700 per
tola

ISLAMABAD, Apr 23 (AP-
P):The price of 24 karat per
tola gold witnessed a sharp
decrease of Rs.11,700 on
Wednesday and was sold at
Rs.352,000 against its sale
at Rs. 363,700 on the pre-
vious trading day, All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gems and Jew-
elers Association reported.
The prices of 10 grams of
24 karat also decreased by
Rs.10,031 to Rs.301,783
from Rs 311,814 where-
as the price of 10 grams
of 22 Karat decreased by
Rs.9,195 to Rs.276,644
from Rs.285,839. The
rates of per tola silver in-
creased by Rs.16 to rs.3,457
whereas that of ten gram
silver went up by Rs.13 to
Rs.2,963. The price of gold
in the international mar-
ket decreased by $116 to
$3,338 from $3,454 where-
as that of silver went up by
$0.16 to $32.93, the Associ-
ation reported.—APP

Rupee sheds
20 paisa
against US
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Wednesday depreciated
by 20 paisa against the US
Dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs 280.96
against the previous day’s
closing of Rs 280.76.
However, according to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the dollar in
the open market stood at
Rs 280.1 and Rs 282.5, re-
spectively The price of the
Euro decreased by Rs 2.87
to close at Rs 319.91 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
322.78, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese yen
came down by 01 paisa and
closed at Rs 1.98, whereas
a decrease of Rs 1.65 pai-
sa was witnessed in the ex-
change rate of the British
Pound, which was traded
at Rs 373.89 as compared
to the last day’s closing of
Rs 375.54. The exchange
rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and the Saudi Riyal in-
creased by 06 paisa each to
close at Rs 76.49 and 74.90
respectively.—APP

Seafood
exports grew
8.15% in 09
month

ISLAMABAD: Fish and fish
preparations exports during
last 09 months of current
financial year grew by 8.15
per cent as compared to the
exports of the correspond-
ing period of the last year.
Over 151,787 metric tons
of fish and fish products
valued at $322.906 million
were exported during the
period from July-March
2024-25 as compared to
the 145,671 metric tons
worth of $289.568 million
of the same period of last
year, according the data
of the Pakistan Bureau of

Statistics.
Meanwhile, meat and
meat products exports

during the period under
review also increased by
0.99 per cent as 90,578
metric tons of meat and
meat preparations worth
of $391.118 million were
exported as against the
exports of 93,587 metric
tons valued at $387.279
million of the same period
of the last year.—APP

Pak-Bahrain investment summit
to boost bilateral trade ties

Federal Minister Ahsan Igbal appreciated the foreign conferences, exhibitions organized by PAEI and
Bahrain we would support Pakistan Bahrain Investment Summit in every way

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The launching cer-
emony of the Pakistan Bahrain
Investment Summit and Smart
Expo, organized by the Pakistan
Association of Exhibition Indus-
try, was held at a local hotel. The
guest of honor was attended by
Ahsan Igbal Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and Special
steps and Bahrain’s Ambassador to
Pakistan, Muhammad Ibrahim Mo-
hammad Abdul Qadir, as a guest
of honour. Chairman PAEI Fahd
Barlas addressed the reception.
Welcome to the visiting guest and
briefed the past expo & conferenc-
es held in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and UK organized by the Pakistan
Association of Exhibition Indus-
try. At the launching ceremony a
large number of business commu-
nity was attended associated with
the Medical, Education, Overseas
Employment, construction sector
Tourism, Stock Exchange Informa-
tion Technology, and other sectors.
Providing a favorable environment,
holding Pakistan Bahrain Invest-
ment Summit and Smart Expo will
increase trade, diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and Bahrain. Our
government will provide all kinds
of support. Federal Minister Ah-
san Igbal appreciated the foreign
conferences, exhibitions organized
by PAEI and Bahrain we would

support Pakistan Bahrain Invest-
ment Summit in every way. The
government has launched a Uraan
Pakistan revolutionary program
that provides a strategy to make
Pakistan a strong, stable and pros-
perous under the 5ES framework.

Upi
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The program aims to raise Paki-
stan’s economy by $ 1 trillion and
$ 3 trillion by 2035 till 2047. The
MOU was signed between the
Ministry of Planning, Develop-
ment and Special measures and
the Pakistan Association of Ex-

*hibition Industry. Prof. Dr. Sahib

mit =

i

Hassan Planning Commission of
Pakistan Private Sector Develop-
ment and Competition Member of
the Pakistan Association of Exhibi-
tion Industry, Fahad Barlas signed
a Memorandum of Understanding.

|

Through this strategic partner-
ship, the PAEI will serve as a pro-
motional platform, in which Uraan
Pakistan’s actions will be shown
in its national and international
conferences and exhibitions. And
this team will work together.

First Indonesian Hajj pilgrims to
reach Saudi Arabia next week

JAKARTA: The first group

Madinah

and Makkah.

of more than 1,500 Indone-
sian pilgrims will depart
for Saudi Arabia under the
Makkah Route initiative
next week, as 221,000 are
expected to take part in
this year’s Hajj. In 2025,
the Hajj is expected to
take place on June 4 and
end on June 9. Though the
pilgrimage itself can be
performed over five or six
days, many pilgrims arrive
early to make the most of
the once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to fulfill their
religious duty. “Indone-
sian pilgrims will start de-
parting on May 2, and this
will be our first batch,”

general of Hajj and Um-
rah management at the
Ministry of Religious
Affairs, told Arab News.
“Some of them are still in
the visa processing stage,
but we are optimistic that
their visas will be issued
before their departure
.. we hope that the Hajj
journey this year can go
smoothly, and that our
pilgrims will have a com-
fortable and safe trip.”

Indonesia, the world’s
biggest Muslim-majority
nation, sends the largest
Hajj contingent of pil-
grims every year to per-
form the spiritual jour-
ney that is one of the five

Hajj flights are scheduled
to depart from the cities
of Jakarta, Surabaya and
Solo, where Indonesian
pilgrims will be facilitat-
ed under Saudi Arabia’s
Makkah Route initiative.
Launched in Muslim-ma-
jority countries in 2019,
the program allows Hajj
pilgrims to fulfill all visa,
customs and health re-
quirements in one place,
at the airport of origin,
and save long hours of
waiting before and upon
reaching the Kingdom.

When they arrive in Saudi
Arabia, Indonesians will
be assisted by more than
4,000 Hajj officers who

Each batch will have four
officers, including medics,
helping them at all times,
said Nasrullah Jasam, who
heads the Indonesian Hajj
Organization Committee
in Saudi Arabia. “On the
ground, the officers are
also divided into various
sectors. They are tasked
to serve the pilgrims
with things related to ac-
commodation, transpor-
tation and food,” Jasam
told Arab News. “Our
Hajj officers have under-
gone the technical guid-
ance in Jakarta and are
now preparing for the
same in Saudi Arabia ...

Hilman Latief, director

pillars of Islam. Its first

are stationed in Jeddah,

we are ready.—APP

Thailand to test
disaster alerts after
quake criticism

BANGKOK: Thailand will conduct tests of a cellphone dis-
aster alert system, senior officials said on Wednesday, after
criticism that no alarm was sent after last month’s deadly
Myanmar earthquake caused damage in Bangkok Director
General of the Department of Disaster Prevention and Miti-
gation (DDPM) Phasakorn Boonyalak said the Cell Broadcast
System (CBS) will undergo a test run next month in localized
areas including the sprawling capital, which was badly shaken by
the 7.7-magnitude quake in neighboring Myanmar. The system
will use three mobhile networks to send warning messages “quick-
ly and with wide coverage, both on natural disaster and security
threats,” he told a news conference. Starting on May 2 with the
smallest target area — four city hall buildings — there will be three
test runs, with the third and largest drill covering the whole of
Bangkok and Chiang Mai provinces on May 13. Residents’
cellphones will get a pop-up message on their screens in Thai
and English, accompanied by a siren, Phasakorn said. The
message will read: “This is a test message from Department
of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, no action required.”
Phasakorn said it was CBS’s first public test run and that tour-
ists on roaming networks would also receive the alert.—APP

St. Peter’s Basilica
opens to public to pay
their respects to Pope

VATICAN CITY: The Vatican opened St. Peter’s Basilica to the
general public Wednesday to pay their final respects to Pope
Francis, with thousands of people filling the central aisle and
Swiss Guards standing at attention. Francis’ body will lie in
state in the basilica until Saturday’s funeral and burial. Francis
died on Monday at age 88. Earlier, the bells of St. Peter’s tolled
as his body was transferred from the Vatican hotel where he
lived into the basilica, escorted by a procession of solemn
cardinals and Swiss Guards through the same piazza where
the pontiff had greeted the faithful from his popemobile just
days before in what became his final good-bye. Pallbearers car-
ried the simple wooden coffin on their shoulders through the
Vatican’s archway gates, out into St. Peter’s Square and into
the basilica, the cardinals in their scarlet cassocks, bishops in
their purple robes and the Swiss Guards in their golden and
blue uniforms processing slowly behind. Cardinal Kevin Far-
rell, who is running the Vatican temporarily until a new pope is
elected, led the procession, with clouds of incense preceding
him as the church choir began chanting the Litany of Saints
hymn. In pairs, the cardinals approached the casket, bowed
and made a sign of the cross, followed by small groups of bish-
ops, ushers, priests and nuns. Heads of state are expected for
Francis’ funeral Saturday, but the three days of public view-
ing in the basilica will allow ordinary Catholics to grieve the
88year-old pope, who died Monday after suffering a stroke.
The basilica was being kept open until midnight to accommo-
date the crowds, a mourning period that will end on Friday at
7 p.m., when Francis’ casket is closed and sealed. Mourners
in the piazza watched as Francis’ casket passed them by, along
the same path the pope had travelled just days before, on Easter
Sunday, in what became his final popemobile tour through the
faithful. It was a surprise salute, which Francis decided at the last
minute after being assured by his nurse he could do it despite his
continued frail health from pneumonia.—APP

EU slaps fines on Apple and
Meta, risking Trump fury

BRUSSELS: The EU on Wednesday slapped Apple and Meta with 700 million in fines for breaking digital competition
rules, risking the wrath of US President Donald Trump. The penalties threaten to cause more tension in the already
fraught relationship between the bloc and Trump, as the two sides discuss a deal to avoid his sweeping tariffs on the EU.
The European Commission fined Apple 500 million ($570 million) after concluding the company prevented developers
from steering customers outside its App Store to access cheaper deals. The EU also fined Meta 200 million over its
“pay or consent” system after it violated rules on the use of personal data on Facebook and Instagram. The fines are
the first under the Digital Markets Act (DMA), which came into effect last year, forcing the world’s biggest tech firms to
open up to competition in the EU. They could rise further if Meta and Apple fail to comply within 60 days, the commis-
sion said, threatening the US giants with “periodic penalty payments.” The EU bolstered its legal arsenal over the past
two years with major twin laws, the Digital Services Act and the DMA. But since Trump’s return to the White House,
there have been concerns that the EU would shy away from enforcing them. Trump frequently lashes out at the EU over
its digital laws and taxes - claiming they are “non-tariff barriers” to trade - and many tech CEOs have aligned with his
administration. He has imposed 25-percent tariffs on steel, aluminum and auto imports from the EU, which Brussels
hopes he will lift after an agreement Antitrust commissioner Teresa Ribera said in a statement the fines “send a strong
and clear message,” insisting the bloc had taken “firm but balanced enforcement action.” The fines — which come after
the investigations began in March 2024 - also appear to be more modest than past penalties against US Big Tech. When
Apple committed similar offenses on its App Store, the commission slapped a 1.8-billion-euro fine in March 2024 under
different EU rules. Apple faces a litany of accusations. The EU also told Apple in preliminary findings it was in breach of
the DMA - and therefore at risk of another hefty fine - for not making it easy for rivals to provide alternatives to its App
Store. Apple, however, slammed the decisions and said in a statement it would appeal the fine. “Today’s announcements
are yet another example of the European Commission unfairly targeting Apple in a series of decisions that are bad for
the privacy and security of our users, bad for products, and force us to give away our technology for free,” the company
said. Meta accused the EU of “attempting to handicap successful American businesses while allowing Chinese and Euro-
pean companies to operate under different standards.” “This isn’t just about a fine; the Commission forcing us to change
our business model effectively imposes a multi-billion-dollar tariff on Meta while requiring us to offer an inferior
service,” said Meta’s chief global affairs officer Joel Kaplan, a prominent Republican and Trump ally. In a rare bit
of good news for Apple, the EU closed its investigation over its user choice obligations after Apple complied with
the DMA, and made it easy to select a default browser and for users to remove pre-installed apps such as Safari.
The fine against Meta concerned its “pay for privacy” system, which has faced fierce criticism by rights defenders
in Europe after its introduction in November 2023. It means users have to pay to avoid data collection, or agree to
share their data with Facebook and Instagram to keep using the platforms for free. But the commission concluded
Meta did not provide Facebook and Instagram users a less personalized but equivalent version of the platforms,
and “did not allow users to exercise their right to freely consent to the combination of their personal data.” Meta
in November last year proposed a new version, which the EU is currently assessing.—DNA

Govt committed to facilitating
investors in petroleum sector

Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik welcomed KUFPEC’s interest in the offshore bidding,
noting that such blocks are being offered after a long interval

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Ma-
lik on Wednesday reaffirmed
the government’s commitment
to facilitate both local and for-
eign investors in the petroleum
sector. He made these remarks
during a meeting with Ali Taha
Al-Temimi, Country Manager of
Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Ex-
ploration Company (KUFPEC)
and Chairman of the Pakistan
Petroleum Exploration & Pro-
duction Companies Association
(PPEPCA) said a news release.
The minister outlined ongoing
reforms aimed at improving

the ease of doing business, en-
hancing regulatory efficiency,
and creating a favorable envi-

2l

ronment for exploration and
production (E&P) companies
operating in Pakistan. The meet-

¢

A

ing focused on expanding col-
laboration in Pakistan’s oil and
gas sector, boosting exploration
efforts, and addressing existing
challenges to attract greater
investment. Ali Taha Al-Temi-
mi, representing KUFPEC-a
subsidiary of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation—commended the
government’s reform initiatives
and shared strategies for en-
hancing hydrocarbon explora-
tion to meet Pakistan’s growing
energy needs. He informed that
KUFPEC intends to participate
in Pakistan’s upcoming offshore
bidding round and highlighted
the company’s ongoing opera-
tions in the country. Since 1987,
KUFPEC has invested a total

of $1.5 billion in Pakistan. The
Minister welcomed KUFPEC’s
interest in the offshore bidding,
noting that such blocks are being
offered after a long interval. He
described this as a significant
opportunity for both domestic
and international investors. He
also acknowledged KUFPEC’s
longstanding contributions to
Pakistan’s energy sector and ap-
preciated PPEPCA’s role in ad-
vocating for a strong E&P indus-
try. The meeting concluded
with both sides agreeing to
deepen cooperation between
the government and indus-
try stakeholders to ensure a
stable and prosperous ener-
gy future for Pakistan.

SHANGHAI: Preliminary
plans for the China and
Russia-led  International
Lunar Research Station

(ILRS) include building
a nuclear reactor on the
moon’s surface, a pres-
entation by a Chinese

space official on Wednes-
day showed. The presenta-
tion by Pei Zhaoyu, chief
engineer for China’s 2028
Chang’e-8 mission, showed
that the base’s energy sup-
ply could also depend on
large-scale solar arrays,
which would be built on
the moon’s surface. Chi-
na’s Chang’e-8 mission
aims to lay the ground-
work for the construction
of a permanent manned
lunar base. The world’s
second largest economy
is aiming to become a ma-
jor space power and land
astronauts on the moon
by 2030. China’s timeline
to build an outpost on the
moon’s south pole coin-
cides with NASA’s more
ambitious and advanced
Artemis program, which
aims to put US astronauts
back on the lunar surface
in December 2025.

Wu Weiren, academician
of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering and chief
designer of the Chinese
Lunar Exploration Project,
said last year that a “basic
model” of the ILRS, with
the South Pole of the Moon
as its core, would be built by
2035.—-APP

Russia
destroys
energy facility
in Ukraine’s
Kherson

DUBAI:Russian forces de-
stroyed an energy facility
in the southern Ukrainian
region of Kherson early on
Wednesday, the regional
governor said. Oleksandr
Prokudin said the facility,
which provided the city of
Kherson with electricity,
had come under Russian
artillery and drone attacks
for more than 24 hours.
“Our military fought all
night to repel the enemy
attacks. However, in the
morning, the Russians
succeeded in destroying
the energy facility,” Proku-
din said on Telegram. The
drone attacks are contin-
uing and there could be
emergency power cuts as
energy workers are work-
ing to stabilize the situa-
tion, he added.—APP

Thousands

evacuate as

fire spreads
in New
Jersey

NEW YORK: Some 3,000
residents were evacuated
in the US state of New
Jersey after a wildfire ex-
ploded in size, scorching
thousands of acres and
threatening hundreds of
structures, the state’s fire
service said Tuesday. As
of 10:30 p.m. (0230 GMT)
the Jones Road Wildfire
was raging across Ocean
County and was 10 per-
cent contained, the New
Jersey Forest Fire Service
said in a post on social me-
dia platform X. It put the
size of the blaze at 8,500
acres (3,440 hectares),
just two hours after re-
porting the fire had hit
3,200 acres. The fire ser-
vice said “numerous” fire
and rescue personnel had
been deployed along with
fire engines, bulldozers
and ground crews. It said
the cause of the fire was
“under investigation.”
Local media said the blaze
had begun in a massive,
rural coastal ecosystem
known as the Pine Bar-
rens, one of the largest
protected land areas on
the US East Coast New
Jersey had been under an
official drought warning,
the state’s Department
of Environmental Pro-
tection said in March.
Power was knocked out
to roughly 25,000 cus-
tomers, Jersey Central
Power & Light said in
a post on X. The blaze
also forced the closure
of a section of the Gar-
den State Parkway, a
major highway through
the state. Ocean County,
south of New York City,
is a popular tourist des-
tination that is part of
the Jersey Shore.—APP
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Briefs

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Special
Secretary, Ambassador
Shafqat Ali Khan on Thurs-
day met with the Deputy
Foreign Minister of the
Russian Federation, Am-
bassador Andrey Rudenko,
for the sixth round of Pa-
kistan-Russia Bilateral Po-
litical Consultations here.
During the meeting, the
two sides reviewed the full
spectrum of bilateral rela-
tions and expressed satis-
faction with the positive
trajectory. They also reaf-
firmed their commitment
to further strengthening
bilateral ties, a statement
issued by the Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson said.

Cases against

700 fake
lawyers

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: Country’s legal
profession is beset with the
problem of fake lawyers,
especially in Punjab, where
cases against 700 people
claiming themselves to be
lawyers have been regis-
tered in the last five years.
As many as 219 fake law-
yers on the run have been
declared absconders.
According to the Punjab
Bar Council, only two fake
lawyers have been pun-
ished, with most cases till
dragging on in courts.
Shockingly, records of 1,500
lawyers have gone miss-
ing from the Bar Council’s
database. Munir Hussain
Bhatti, chairman of Punjab
Bar Council’s Anti-Corrup-
tion Committee, told Dun-
ya News that those imper-
sonating the lawyers had
tarnished the profession’s
image. He said five spe-
cial prosecutors had been
appointed and special trial
courts were now in place to
deal with such cases. Bhat
ti said there would be no
leniency with fake lawyers,
who would face the music.

PTI’s Aliya
granted post-
arrest bail

DNA

RAWALPINDI: A local court
has approved post-arrest
bail for Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Aliya
Hamza in a case regis-
tered at the Airport Police
Station. The hearing was
conducted by Judicial Mag-
istrate Qamar Abbas Tar
rar, where Aliya Hamza’s
legal team, led by advocate
Muhammad Faisal Malik,
presented arguments in her
favor. The court ordered Al-
iya Hamza’s release against
surety bonds worth Rs.
100,000. It is worth noting
that Aliya Hamza and five
PTI workers were named
in the FIR registered at
Airport Police Station. FIR
accused them of interfer-
ing in government affairs,
blocking roads, and throw-
ing stones at police officers.

Yemen
launchs attack
on northern
Israel

SANA’A: Yemen'’s Houthi re-
bels have launched a ballistic
missile towards northern Is-
rael, according to the Israeli
military, which claimed to
have shot down the pro-
jectile without causing any
injuries. Shortly after 4am
local time (01:00 GMT)
on Wednesday, the Israeli
army said that the missile
triggered air raid sirens in
Haifa, Krayot and other are-
as west of the Sea of Galilee.
This area is a rare target for
the Iran-backed Houthi re-
bels, who continue to be the
target of an intense United
States air strike campaign.
Since the war in Gaza
broke out in October
2023, the Houthis have
repeatedly fired missiles
and drones at Israel in
what they say is a show
of solidarity with the
Palestinians. The rebel
group controls swaths
of Yemen, and Israel has
struck Houthi targets
several times inside the
country, including in the
capital, Sanaa. - Agencies

Aurangzeb seeks constructive
engagement with US on trade

During an IMF-hosted panel discussion titled “Revenue Mobilization in the Medium Term,”
the finance minister outlined Pakistan’s efforts to broaden and deepen the tax base to
ensure that sectors like agriculture, real estate, and retail contribute proportionally to GDP

DNA

WASHINGTON: Showcasing progress on
sustainable growth, Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb discussed economic stability,
reforms, investment opportunities, climate
challenges, and trade during a series of
high-level meetings in Washington, DC, in-
cluding seeking constructive engagement
with the United States on trade relations.
The finance minister is in Washington for
the annual spring meetings of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank, according to press release issued by
finance ministry here Wednesday.

The minister participated in the G-24 Fi-
nance Ministers and Central Bank Gover-
nors’ meeting and as the Second Vice Chair
of the group, he highlighted Pakistan’s
macroeconomic stability, achieved through
resilient banking systems and sustained

structural reforms. He emphasized the
need to stay the course on reforms amidst
global economic challenges, including ge-
opolitical dynamics, trade fragmentation,
and protectionism. Additionally, he under-
scored the importance of regional corri-
dors, trade connectivity, and South-South
collaboration to enhance investment and
trade flows. During an IMF-hosted panel
discussion titled “Revenue Mobilization in
the Medium Term,” the finance minister

outlined Pakistan’s efforts to broaden and
deepen the tax base to ensure that sectors
like agriculture, real estate, and retail con-
tribute proportionally to GDP.

“These strategies include enhancing con-
tributions from key economic sectors,
transforming the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) through technological advancements
and process improvements, minimizing
taxpayer-collector interface, strengthening
enforcement and compliance, and utilizing
Al for customized audits,” said the finance
minister. Aurangzeb also participated in
a fireside chat at the Atlantic Council’s
GeoEconomics Center, addressing “Chal-
lenges and Opportunities for the Pakistani
Economy through 2025 and Beyond.” He

outlined the government’s reform agenda,
which includes digitalization of FBR, en-
hanced provincial involvement in the tax
collection, and provinces’ legislation on the
Agriculture Income Tax. “Through ongoing
efforts to rationalize federal spending and
collaborate with provinces under a National
Fiscal Pact, we're building sustainable eco-
nomic foundations,” added the Minister.
The finance minister also addressed cli-
mate and population challenges, highlight-
ing the World Bank’s 10-year Country Part-
nership Framework (CPF) for Pakistan.
The Minister affirmed the government’s
commitment to launching the Panda Bond
and appreciated multilateral institutions’
efforts in ensuring better coordination on
risk analysis and due diligence.

“We are finalizing a green taxonomy frame-
work through the State Bank, paving the
way for innovative instruments such as
green bonds, green sukuks, and the coun-
try’s inaugural Panda bond, proceeds of
which will be linked to SDG-aligned pro-
jects,” said Senator Aurangzeb.

Expressing the government’s desire for
improved trade relations with the U.S. Au-
rangzeb emphasized plans for constructive
engagement with the U.S. to address trade
imbalances, with a high-level delegation
expected to visit soon. In a meeting with
institutional investors, Minister Aurangzeb
provided updates on Pakistan’s economic
outlook, fiscal and monetary developments,
and reform progress. He highlighted the
country’s macroeconomic stabilization and
the recent credit rating upgrade by Fitch,
which has opened avenues for Pakistan’s
return to financial markets through en-
hanced investor confidence that.

ATC Indicts PTI
leaders In Faizabad
protest case

PTI leaders Faisal Javed, Amir Kiani, Wasiq
Qayyum, and others appeared before court

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) in Islamabad
indicted several Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders in
connection with a protest staged at Faizabad following the
disqualification of Imran Khan. Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
heard the case, during which PTI leaders Faisal Javed
Khan, Amir Kiani, WasiqQayyum, and others appeared
before the court. Defence lawyers sought a delay in the in-
dictment process, a request the court declined. The court
proceeded to frame charges against the accused, who

pleaded not guilty. Commenting on the general percep-
tion of legal delays, Judge remarked, “There is a common
refrain that cases are filed but trials never proceed. If that
is the belief, perhaps it should be declared that trials are
unnecessary.” Defence counsel SardarMasroof Advocate
argued that the concerns being raised pertained to politi-
cally motivated cases. The judge responded that pleas for
acquittal had already been dismissed. In a separate order,
the court directed Raja Rashid Hafeez to deposit surety
bonds worth Rsl million, warning that he would not be
allowed to leave the courtroom until the bonds were sub-
mitted. The hearing was adjourned until May 12, with the
court summoning prosecution witnesses for the next ses-
sion. Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra also heard petitions seek-
ing extensions of pre-arrest bail in cases related to the
PTI’s November 26 protest. The court extended interim
bail for three PTI MNAs — Sajid Khan, Fazal Muhammad
Khan, and Asif Khan. Advocate TalatRizwanSial appeared
on behalf of the petitioners. The court was informed
that bail hearings for the remaining accused are sched-
uled for May 5. “I had kept these cases separate to al-
low the accused time to join the investigation,” remarked
Judge. “Now they will be heard together.” The court
subsequently adjourned the bail hearings until May 5.

PAF and Zimbabwe Air
Force deepen cooperation

ISLAMABAD: A high level delegation led by Air Marshal
John Jacob Nzvede, Commander of the Air Force of Zimba-
bwe, called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sid-
hu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force at Air Head-
quarters, Islamabad. During the meeting both dignitaries
engaged in extensive and fruitful discussions on matters of
mutual interest. The talks underscored a shared commit-
ment to fostering defence collaboration with a particular

focus on training, modernization and
technical expertise.

On his arrival, a smartly turned-out
contingent of Pakistan Air Force pre-
sented Guard of Honour to Air Mar-
shal John Jacob Nzvede. During the
meeting, Chief of the Air Staff shared
insight into various ongoing moderni-
zation projects of Pakistan Air Force's
operational construct, force goals and
" plans for the force structure with a
keen focus on future warfare. The Air
Chief reiterated PAF's unwavering
support to provide capacity-building
assistance to the Air Force of Zimba-
bwe in upgradation of it's human resource, maintenance
parameters and operational training. Chief of the Air Staff
also highlighted Zimbabwe’s enduring role as an integral
partner, noting Pakistan’s historical support in structur-
ing and training of its pioneers. He further said that both
the countries have long-standing military to military ties,
which are based on convergence on all important issues
related to regional peace and security. - DNA

“Hamas has given the criminal occupation excuses to commit its crimes in the
Gaza Strip, the most prominent being the holding of hostages,” Abbas said

NEews DEsk

GAZA CITY: Palestinian Territories: Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas on Wednesday urged Hamas to free all hos-
tages, saying their captivity provided Israel with “excuses”
to attack Gaza, as rescuers recovered charred bodies from
an Israeli strike. Israeli strikes killed at least 25 people
across the besieged territory, while Germany, France and
Britain urged Israel to end its blockade on aid entering.
Israel resumed its military campaign in Gaza on March 18,
ending the ceasefire that had largely paused hostilities and
resulted in the release of 33 hostages from Gaza and ap-
proximately 1,800 Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails.
Talks on a new ceasefire have so far failed to produce any
breakthroughs, and a Hamas delegation is currently in Cai-
ro for renewed negotiations with Egyptian and Qatari me-
diators. “Hamas has given the criminal occupation excuses
to commit its crimes in the Gaza Strip, the most prominent
being the holding of hostages,” Abbas said in Ramallah,
seat of the Palestinian Authority (PA) in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank. “I'm the one paying the price, our peo-
ple are paying the price, not Israel. My brother, just hand
them over.” “Every day there are deaths. Why? Because
they (Hamas) refuse to hand over the American hostage,”
Abbas said of Edan Alexander, who was reportedly on a list
of hostages Israel had asked to be freed in a proposal that
was recently rejected by Hamas. “You sons of dogs, hand
over what you have and get us out of this” ordeal, he
added, levelling a harsh Arabic epithet at Hamas.

6 trapped under rubble
after Israeli attack

GAZA CITY: More Palestinians have succumbed to their
burn wounds after an Israeli strike hit their shelter in Gaza
City overnight, raising the death toll there to at least 13,
with reports of six people remaining under the rubble. The
school-turned-shelter was one of several sites hit in Gaza
on Wednesday. Gaza’s civil defence said four more bodies
were pulled from two nearby homes. Rescue teams know at
least six more victims remain trapped beneath the rubble
in Gaza City, but they are unable to reach them, reported
Al Jazeera’s Hani Mahmoud from the city. “It’s not just
their inability to get to the area,” he said. “They lack the
heavy equipment needed to remove the rubble and recov-
er the bodies.” In total, 39 people were Kkilled and 105 in-
jured across the territory in the past 24 hours, the Health
Ministry reported. The latest attacks came as Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas urged Hamas to re-
lease the remaining Israeli captives in Gaza. Hamas, which
governs Gaza and rivals Abbas’s PA, has said it would re-
lease all captives in exchange for a full Israeli withdrawal
and a permanent end to the war — but has rejected Israel’'s
demand to disarm, calling it a “red line”. Despite a month-
long deadlock in ceasefire negotiations following Israel’s
resumption of attacks on March 18, Qatar’s PM Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani says
Doha remains engaged in talks to end the war. — Agencies

Araghchi hails China,
Russia as Iran’s
strategic partners

ForeigN DESk

BEIJING: The Iranian foreign minister has hailed China
and Russia as the country’s two strategic partners and
close friends, as he arrives in Beijing for consultations with
top Chinese officials ahead of the third round of high-stakes
talks with the United States on the Islamic Republic’s nu-
clear program. “China and Russia are two strategic part-
ners and close friends who have stood by us in times of
hardship. It is natural that we have continuous and constant
consultations with them in various areas, especially now
that discussions with the United States are held indirect-
ly,” Abbas Araghchi told Iran’s state media in the Chinese
capital on Wednesday. “It is necessary that we keep our
friends in China fully informed about ongoing matters and
consult with them.” Stressing that he had a similar meeting
with senior Russian officials in Moscow last week, Araghchi
expressed hope for good discussions in Beijing as he is to
convey Iranian President MasoudPezeshkian’s message to
Chinese authorities. “China has played an important and
constructive role in Iran’s nuclear issue in the past, and
certainly this role needs to continue. We will keep our con-
sultations with China as a member of the Security Council,
a member of the [TAEA’s] Board of Governors, as well as a
partner of the Islamic Republic of Iran and a country with a
pedigree in nuclear matters,” the top Iranian diplomat said.

Pahalgam
attack a
false flag
operation

DNA

LAHORE: Defence experts
have called the recent Pa-
halgam attack a false flag
operation staged to malign
Pakistan and Kashmiri free-
dom fighters. Retired Major
General Raza Muhammad
said that it was an old tactic
of Indian agencies and so-
cial media, where baseless
blame was quickly placed
on Pakistan without proof.
He questioned why Pakistan
would damage its own im-
age at such a time. Senator
Mushahid Hussain  Syed
pointed out that India had
a history of such staged at-
tacks, including the 1995 kill-
ings of Western tourists and
2,000 massacre of Sikhs dur-
ing President Clinton’s visit.
He claimed India used its
intelligence agency RAW to
spread terrorism abroad.
Hurriyat  leader  Abdul
Hameed Lone said the Pa-
halgam attack was staged
during US Vice President JD
Vance’s India visit, just like
the 2,000 Chattisinghopora
massacre. He added that or-
dinary Kashmiris in Srinagar
also believed the attack was
a setup, aimed at laying the
victim card and distracting
from Modi’s internal failures.

Two security
personnel
guarding
polio team
martyred

StAFF REPORT

QUETTA: Two Levies per-
sonnel were martyred in
Mastung’s Kali Teri area in
Balochistan on Wednesday
when unidentified assail-
ants opened fire on a polio
team’s security detail, said
the police. The victims
were deployed to protect
the anti-polio workers con-
ducting a vaccination cam-
paign in the region.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif strongly condemned
the terrorist attack on the
polio team and vowed to
bring the perpetrators to
justice.  “Terrorists who
harm innocent civilians and
security personnel are en-
emies of humanity and will
be punished,” he said. He
reiterated that such attacks
would not deter Pakistan’s
resolve to eradicate polio
from the country. “The gov-
ernment remains steadfast
in its commitment to elimi-
nate the disease. The polio
campaign will continue with
full national resolve,” he said.
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