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Pakistan launches FATAH missile

Pak wants peace
but ready to match
any threat, says PM

The Prime Minister conveyed his respectful regards to Supreme
Leader Ayatullah Ali Khamenei and warm wishes for President
Masoud Pezeshkian. He underscored that Pakistan attached great
importance to its historic, deep-rooted fraternal ties with Iran

Ansar M Buarti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Seyed Abbas
Araghchi, who is on an official visit to

Enemy to get a matching
Response: COAS Gen Asim

Islamabad, called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, today.

At the outset, the Prime Minister ex-
pressed his sincere condolences to
the Iranian side over the tragic explo-
sion in Bandar Abbas that had led to
the loss of precious lives and injured
hundreds of people. He prayed for
those who had lost their loved ones,
as well as for the early recovery of the
injured. The Prime Minister conveyed
his respectful regards to Supreme
Leader Ayatullah Ali Khamenei and
warm wishes for President Masoud
Pezeshkian. He underscored that Pa-
kistan attached great importance to
its historic, deep-rooted fraternal ties
with Iran. The Prime Minister shared
Pakistan’s serious concerns over the

prevailing tensions in South Asia, as a

result of India’s provocative behavior
since the Pahalgam incident. He cate-
gorically rejected any attempts to link
Pakistan to the incident, without shar-
ing any evidence. He said Pakistan had
offered that an international transpar-
ent, neutral and credible investigation
be conducted to ascertain the facts
behind the Pahalgam incident.
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Interior
Minister
meets Qatari
counterpart

NEws DESK

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Interior, Mohsin
Nagyvi, visited the Ministry
of Interior in Qatar’s capital,
Doha on Monday where he
held a significant meeting
with Qatari Minister of In-
terior Sheikh Khalifa bin
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.
The two sides discussed
matters of mutual interest,
bilateral relations, and ways
to enhance cooperation in
various fields. Minister Nag-
vi briefed his Qatari coun-
terpart on the regional se-
curity situation, particularly
the rising tensions between
Pakistan and India. He
conveyed Pakistan’s princi-
pled stance, stating that the
country has always rejected
any policy of aggression and
has offered an independ-
ent and impartial investi-
gation into the Pulwama
incident so that the world
can see the facts and iden-
tify the real perpetrators.

SBP cuts
down
interest rate

Nazir SiyaL

KARACHI: State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) has low-
ered the key interest rate
by 100 basis points (bps),
bringing it down to 11%
with the change taking
effect from May 6, 2025.
Explaining the move, the
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee said, “Inflation declined
sharply during March and
April, mainly due to a re-
duction in administered
electricity prices and con-
tinued downtrend in food
inflation.” The committee
added that the recent drop
in core inflation also played
a role. “Core inflation also
declined in April, primarily
reflecting favorable base-ef-
fect amidst moderate de-
mand conditions,” it noted.

While stating that Pakistan had acted
with maturity and responsibility, the
Prime Minister said India had, on the
other hand, created a media frenzy
to divert the world’s attention away
from the Jammu and Kashmir dispute,
which remained the root cause of insta-
bility in South Asia. He also stressed
that India’s weaponization of the Indus

Short order this week

DNA

RAWALPINDI: DChief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Asim Mu-
nir warned that Pakistan would respond with full military might if
its sovereignty and territorial integrity are violated, said a statement
by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). His remarks came as
tensions in the region simmer following last month “s deadly attack
on tourists in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK). New Delhi blamed Islamabad for the April 22 attack in Pahal-
gam that killed 26 people — an allegation Islamabad strongly denied
as baseless, sparking a series of heated threats and diplomatic tit-for-
tat measures. Islamabad, however, says it has “credible intelligence”
that India intends to launch military action, fuelling prospects for
war between the neighbours. As per the military’s media wing, the
COAS, during his interaction with participants of the 15th Nation-
al Workshop Balochistan at the GHQ, emphasised: “Pakistan seeks
peace in the region and beyond, however, if Pakistan’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity are violated, Pakistan will respond with full
force to preserve its national prestige and wellbeing of its people.”

Waters Treaty was unacceptable and a
redline for the people of Pakistan. The
Prime Minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s
resolve to work closely with Iran for
peace, stability, and development in
the region. Foreign Minister Aragh-
chi conveyed warm greetings from

Continued on Page 06

reserves verdict

in military trial case

Justice Aminuddin Khan says that a brief
ruling will be delivered later this week

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court’s con-
stitutional bench on Monday reserved its
ruling on the intra-court appeal challenging
the verdict that barred the trial of civilians
in military courts. The hearing on the appeal
has been completed, and a short verdict is
expected to be announced within this week.
Justice Aminuddin Khan, who is heading the
seven-member bench hearing the case, said
that a brief judgment will be delivered lat-
er this week. During the hearing, Attorney
General for Pakistan Mansoor Usman Awan
said that between 3pm and 7pm on May 9,
attacks were carried out on 39 military in-
stallations. Of these, 23 were in Punjab, 8 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and one in Sindh. The
entire episode of May 9 was carried out with
organised planning. While presenting argu-
ments, the attorney general said that even
if the events of May 9 were a reaction, such
actions cannot be condoned. “Our country
is not an ordinary one; due to its geography,

Continued on Page 06

Afghanistan’s sovereignty is not
a threat, it's a regional imperative

Recognizing Afghanistan's sovereignty should not
be seen as a concession, but as a fundamental
prerequisite for regional peace and stability

India may
launch attack
along LoC: Asif

MEentaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Kha-
waja Asif warned on Monday that In-
dia could carry out a military strike
at any point along the Line of Control
(LoC) as tensions between the two nu-
clear-armed neighbours continue to
simmer following the attack on tour-
ists in IIOJK. “There are reports that
India may strike at any point along
the Line of Control (LoC)... New Del-
hi will be given a befitting reply,” the
defence minister said while speaking
to journalists in Islamabad. Relations
between the two arch-rivals have no-
sedived since gunmen killed 26 people

Continued on Page 06

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: This is not a hostile critique, but a heartfelt
appeal from an Afghan who spent nearly three decades
living in Pakistan, someone who has experienced the gen-
erosity of its people and understands the complexity of its
society. It is a sincere, fraternal, and deeply felt expres-
sion of disappointment, one that echoes across Afghan
society, especially among its younger generation.

For over fifty years, every major political transition in Ka-
bul has been projected negatively by Islamabad through the
narrow lens of a self-imposed and consistently failed strate-
gy. This view, marked by suspicion and anxiety, has treated
a sovereign Afghanistan as an inherent threat to Pakistan’s
stability. Yet this perception is fundamentally flawed. It has
contributed directly to the rise of anti-Pakistan sentiment
within Afghan society and has undermined any prospect of
genuine partnership between the two nations.

From President Mohammad Daoud’s rise to power in the
1970s to the Taliban’s return in 2021, all successive Afghan
governments have been viewed by Pakistan not as neigh-
boring partners but as potential problems. This mindset,

—

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of the Isla

mic Republic of Iran Seyed Abbas Araghchi

calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 5 May 2025. — DNA

Media visits LoC
Aggression to be
responded forcetully,
says info minster

We have repeatedly proven through our actions
that we are advocates of peace. We will go
to any extent to defend our sovereignty

NA resolution
condemns
Indian govt’s
‘mala fide
campaign’

Maulana Fazl walks
out of Assembly

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly has passed a res-
olution condemning Indian
government’s “mala fide
campaign” to malign Paki-
stan in the aftermath of Pa-
halgam attack which claimed
lives of 26 tourists, sparking
a series of heated threats and
diplomatic titfortat meas-
ures. The resolution, tabled
by PML-N lawmaker Tariq
Fazal Chaudhry, rejected
all frivolous and baseless at-
tempts to link Pakistan with
the April 22 attack in the
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).
Meanwhile JUI Chief Maula-
na Fazl walked out of the
Assembly saying there was
nobody from the government
to take up this crucial issue.

India halts
Chenab
rwer water

DNA

NEW DELHI: India has re-
stricted the water flow from
the Baglihar Dam on the
Chenab River and is reported-
ly considering taking similar
measures at the Kishanganga
Dam on the Jhelum River,
The News reported citing In-
dian media on Monday. The
hydroelectric dams — Bagli-
har in Ramban in Jammu and
Kishanganga in north Kash-
mir — offer India the ability to
regulate the timing of water
releases, Press Trust of In-
dia reported quoting sources
familiar with the matter. In-
dia’s decision to suspend the
decades-old treaty follows the
killing of 26 people, mostly
tourists, in Pahalgam, Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) on April 22.

rooted in a self-defined security doctrine that equates an in-
dependent Afghanistan with a hostile one, has badly failed
politically and morally. It has left behind a legacy of mis-
trust, alienation, and missed opportunities for cooperation.
A meaningful change must begin with an honest reassess-
ment by Pakistan’s policymakers of their long-standing,
failed strategies. Recognizing Afghanistan’s sovereignty
should not be seen as a concession, but as a fundamental
prerequisite for regional peace and stability. To break the
cycle of instability, the region must transcend entrenched
distrust, proxy rivalries, and strategic paranoia. Neigh-
bors must learn to coexist not as adversaries locked in a
zero-sum rivalry, but as sovereign states with shared inter-
ests in peace, stability, and prosperity. For Pakistan, this
requires shedding outdated doctrines of strategic depth
and fully embracing Afghan sovereignty without conditions
or caveats. For Afghanistan, it means resisting the temp-
tation to mirror Pakistan’s realpolitik and instead com-
mitting to a foreign policy rooted in transparency, mutual
respect, and regional cooperation. True regional stability
will not come from manipulation, but from a sustained

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar has said
that Pakistan had once
again made it clear to
the world that it was 3
committed to regional peace, however,
any Indian aggression will be responded to
promptly and forcefully. This he said while
talking to international and local media
representatives during a visit to the Line of
Control on Sunday. The Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting had facilitated the
visit of local and international media repre-
sentatives to the LoC. The purpose of the
visit was to expose the false and baseless
propaganda spread by India, and to expose
Indian propaganda, ground facts were pre-
sented to the media representatives. The
media representatives were taken to spe-
cific places that were declared by India as
alleged terrorist hideouts in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. By observing the ground facts,

Continued on Page 06

UNSC to
be apprised

about false
flag operation

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has decided to
formally apprise the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) of the latest
developments in South Asia. Pakistan
will particularly brief the UNSC on how
India’s aggressive actions, repeated
provocations, and inflammatory rhet-
oric pose a serious threat to regional
and global peace and stability. It will
also highlight India’s unlawful and uni-
lateral attempt to put the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance—a clear violation
of its international obligations. Paki-
stan will call upon the UNSC to exer-
cise its primary responsibility for the

Continued on Page 06
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Pak plans high-level
trade engagement
with Japan:Jam

The Ambassador of Japan AKAMATSU Shuichi, welcomed the proposal

for a Business Forum and acknowledged Pakistan’s concerns regarding

high tariffs, assuring that these issues will be addressed. He reaffirmed
Japan’s commitment to enhancing bilateral trade and investment

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan held a
key meeting with the Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan, AKAMATSU
Shuichi on Monday, focusing on
strengthening trade relations and
addressing long-standing tariff is-
sues During the meeting, the min-
ister proposed holding a dedicated
Pakistan-Japan Business Forum to
enhance bilateral commercial ties,
said a press release issued here
on Monday. Minister Kamal em-
phasized the urgent need to boost
Pakistan’s exports to Japan, which
have remained stagnant and are
significantly lower than imports. In
FY 2023-24, bilateral trade stood at
$1.33 billion, with Pakistan export-
ing only $194 million worth of goods

concerns

addressed.

to Japan, compared to $1.137 billion
in imports. Secretary Commerce
Jawad Paul advocated for entering
into a bilateral Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) with Japan to en-
sure fair competition and balanced
tariffs. He pointed out that Pakistan
faces higher tariff barriers com-
pared to other countries in the re-
gion, limiting its competitiveness in
the Japanese market. Under Japan’s
Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP), Pakistan’s textile exports
face an average tariff of 5.36%, while
leather products are subject to an av-
erage tariff of 16% under Tariff Rate
Quotas (TRQs). The Ambassador of
Japan,Mr. AKAMATSU Shuichi, wel-
comed the proposal for a Business
Forum and acknowledged Pakistan’s
regarding high tariffs,
assuring that these issues will be
He reaffirmed Japan’s

commitment to enhancing bilateral
trade and investment. Minister Ka-
mal also stressed the importance
of easing business travel through
multiple-entry visas and encouraged
Japanese investors to explore oppor-
tunities in Pakistan’s textile, leath-
er, surgical, and seafood sectors. He
noted that Pakistan’s pavilion at Osaka
Expo 2025, where it is participating in
a Type-C pavilion, has received strong
international appreciation. Additionally,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will host
a meeting with the Japanese Ambassa-
dor and representatives of Japanese
companies, to discuss trade and in-
vestment opportunities and promote
closer economic cooperation. This
renewed diplomatic outreach reflects
Pakistan’s commitment to diversify-
ing its export markets and securing
more equitable trade arrangements
with key global partners.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN:The
district administration
South Waziristan Upper is
taking tangible measures
to ensure socio-economic
development of the area
through promotion of qual-
ity education among the
youth of the area. As part
of efforts, the administra-
tion is vigorously pursuing
a school enrollment cam-
paign to bring maximum
children to schools. In
this regard, Assistant Com-
missioner Ladha, Muham-
mad Shadman Safi, visited
Government High School
Ladha and addressed a spe-
cial gathering to highlight
the importance of educa-
tion, urging parents to co-
operate and enrol their chil-
dren for education in order
to achieve a bright future.
Speaking on the occasion,
he said education was a
fundamental right of every
child and the government
was taking serious steps
to ensure its provision.
He urged parents to play
their role in educating their
children and to get them
enrolled in nearby public
schools without delay. He
said education was key
to evolving a prosperous
society where people had
access to all basic necessi-
ties of life amid peace and
prosperity. He said such
awareness activities were
also being conducted in
other parts of the region to
equip the country’s youth
with education for success-
fully facing the challenges
ahead. —APP

LDA seals
another 139
properties

LAHORE:Lahore Develop-
ment Authority (LDA) on
Monday sealed another 139
properties during its on-go-
ing operation against illegal
commercial properties with-
in the LDA controlled areas.
On the direction of LDA Di-
rector General Tahir Farooq,
the Town Planning Wing tar-
geted various city neighbor-
hoods, including Gulberg,
Garden Town, Gujjarpura,
Shadman, Shah Jamal, New
Muslim Town, Wahdat Road
and Sabzazar. The operation
targeted properties being
used for commercial pur-
poses without any proper
authorization or payment of
commercial fees. —APP

Bugti lays foundation stone of
Sui-Kashmore road project

SUI: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday laid the foundation
stone of the Sui-Kashmore
Road, calling it milestone
towards a new era of devel-
opment and prosperity in
the region Speaking at the
groundbreaking ceremony
held in Sui, Balochistan CM
Sarfraz Bugti said that “the
launch of the Sui-Kashmore
road would usher a new era
of development, uplift of de-
prived area, and stability for
the region”. Chief Minister
said the project would sig-
nificantly transform Dera
Bugti and surrounding ar-
eas by improving connec-
tivity and strengthening
the local economy. “The
Sui-Kashmore Road is a
journey towards develop-
ment and stability. It will
not only improve transpor-
tation but also boost trade,
create employment oppor-

tunities, and make access
to healthcare and education
easier for the people,” said
Bugti. The ceremony was
attended by Federal Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Pe-
troleum Mian Khan Bugti,
Chairman District Council
Dera Bugti Mir Ghulam
Nabi Shambani, local gov-
ernment representatives,
tribal elders, and a large
number of local people.
Project officials briefed
the Chief Minister and
other dignitaries on the
scope, timeline, and cost
of the road, emphasizing
its importance for the re-
gion’s infrastructure and
economy. The road is the
first mega communication
project in Dera Bugti,
aimed at facilitating the
transportation of agricul-
tural goods to markets,
thereby benefiting local
farmers. Highlighting the

government’s commit-
ment to uplifting underde-
veloped areas, Bugti said
that integrating remote
regions like Dera Bugti
into the national main-
stream is a top priority.
“We are using all availa-
ble resources to complete
development projects on
a priority basis. Our goal
is a peaceful, prosper-
ous, and self-reliant Ba-
lochistan that contributes
significantly to country’s
growth,” he added. He
also instructed concerned
authorities to ensure time-
ly and high-quality comple-
tion of the project and to
guarantee that its benefits
directly reach the local
population.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
arrived in Sui on a one-day
visit where he was wel-
comed by tribal elders and
local people.—APP

KP’s revenue collection
soars to Rs 41.9b

PESHAWAR:In a major achievement on the path to financial autonomy and economic re-
form, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has recorded a 40 percent surge in its revenue collection,
reaching Rs 41.9 billion during the first 10 months of the ongoing fiscal year According
to Khyber Pakhtunkhw Revenue Authority (KPRA) the increase reflected the province’s
effective fiscal management under Chief Minister Ali Amin Khan Gandapur and the im-
plementation of the vision for self-reliance and transparency. Compared to Rs 29.9 billion
collected during the same period last year, the current figures marked a historic rise in
provincial earnings. Two key contributors to this growth were the Sales Tax on Services,
which had reached Rs 32.4 billion — showing a year-on-year increase of 27 percent — and the In-
frastructure Development Cess (IDC), which surged by a remarkable 117 percent to Rs 9.51
billion. Officials attributed this performance to structural reforms in the KPRA, improved
taxpayer compliance, digitization of services, and a focused approach to expanding the tax
base, particularly in the services sector. The provincial government had also intensified
monitoring and introduced automation tools to curb tax evasion. Looking ahead, the prov-
ince had set an ambitious revenue target of over Rs 47 billion by June 2025. If achieved,
this would set a new benchmark for provincial resource mobilization in Pakistan.—DNA
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LAHORE:The Punjab home
department launched a
crackdown on illegal and
fake arms dealers operating
under forged documents
and sealed several weapon
shops in the province Ac-
cording to a spokesman for
the home department, the
authorities took action in
Lahore, Faisalabad, Chakw-
al and Attock. The deputy
commissioners have been
directed to initiate legal
proceedings and register
FIRs against those found
guilty of illegal arms trad-
ing. In Lahore, the judicial
wing of the home depart-
ment in collaboration with
the district administration
sealed AlIslam Arms &
Ammunition on Peco Road.
In another case, Haji Zaroli
Khan Arms Dealer in Bhaa-
ti Gate had their license
suspended and shop sealed
after it was discovered that
a sales agent continued to
use the license illegally fol-
lowing the owner’s death.
Other sealed arms dealers
include Mian Khalid &
Co, Katchery Bazaar, Fais-
alabad, Chakwal Armory,
Commercial Market, Tala-
gang Road, Chakwal, Sar-
had Arms, Marhaba Plaza,
Attock and Javad & Co.,
Katchery Bazaar, Faisal-
abad. The department has
released the names and
addresses of these fake
dealers and instructed that
all sealed shops will remain
closed until further notice.
It warned that any arms
transactions  with  these
suspended dealers would
be deemed illegal and those
involved would face legal
consequences. Home Sec-
retary Noor-ul-Amin Mengal
stated that selling weapons
on bogus licenses is a serious
crime and that all violators
will be brought to justice. He
added that under the Arms
Rules 2023, the department
is re-verifying licenses across
the province.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkiye H.E Irfan Ne

ziroglu called on Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-
ral Naveed Ashraf at Naval Headquarters.

Our environment is in
danger - We need to help

Avesaa KHan

The environment is
everything around us -
the air we breathe, the
water we drink, the land
we live on, and the ani-
mals and plants we share
it with. Right now, our
environment is in serious
trouble. Many human ac-
tivities are causing harm
to nature, and we need
to take action before it is
too late. Air pollution is

one of the biggest prob-
lems. Smoke from facto-
ries, cars, and burning
trash makes the air dirty.
Breathing polluted air can
cause health problems like
asthma and lung diseases.
Water pollution is anoth-
er major issue. When we
throw waste into rivers
and lakes, we not only kill
fish and plants but also
make the water unsafe for
people to use. Another
danger is deforestation,
which means cutting down

too many trees. Trees are
very important because
they give us oxygen, help
keep the climate cool, and
provide shelter for many
animals. When forests are
destroyed, animals lose
their homes and people
suffer from changes in
weather and air quality.
Plastic waste is also a se-
rious threat. Plastic does
not break down easily
and can stay in the envi-
ronment for hundreds of
years. It harms sea life

and pollutes land. We use
plastic in many ways, like
bottles and bags, but we
often throw it away care-
lessly. This adds to the
growing waste problem.
There are many ways we
can help. One of the best
things we can do is plant
more trees. Trees clean
the air and bring balance
to the environment. We
should also reduce the use
of plastic and try to recy-
cle things whenever pos-
sible. Using cloth bags,

metal bottles, and paper
packaging can make a big
difference. In conclusion,
our planet is facing many
environmental challeng-
es. But we still have time
to fix these problems if
we work together. Every
small step counts. Let
us all take responsibility
and make changes in our
daily lives to protect and
Earth. It is our home, and
we must take care of it for
ourselves and for the gen-
erations to come.

Pahalgam attack

Indian intelligence agencies internal
orchestration against Pakistan

PESHAWAR:On April 22,
2025, a tragic incident oc-
curred at the famous tour-
ist destination Pahalgam
in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJ&K) on broad
day light where 27 tourists
were gunned down under
the nose of the Indian mil-
itary. Like previous false
flag operations, the RSS
backed Hinduvata Modi re-
gime and its biased media
have immediately labelled
the attack as “terrorism,”
blaming Pakistan and Kash-
miri freedom fighters. How-
ever the leaked documents
posted on Telegram have
rejected these Indian alle-
gations, declaring Pehalag-

am shooting was a false flag
operation planned by RAW.
Hussain Khateeb, leader of
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (Gillani Group)
Azad Kashmir told APP on
Monday that Pahalgam is
heavily guarded by Indian
military, paramilitary forc-
es, and intelligence agen-
cies where all entry points,
hotels, and key sites are
secured through security
checkpoints. In such tight-
ly controlled conditions, he
said a critical question aris-
es: “how could unidentified
armed individuals manage
to enter the area? With the
border completely under In-
dian control, how was such
an attack even possible and

how could the accused easi-
ly escape? According to a re-
port by the Times of India,
he said that an intelligence
alert had already been is-
sued prior to the Pehalgam
attack, indicating that some
suspicious individuals were
surveying hotels in the
area. Despite this alert, he
said there was no police or
army presence at the time
of incident at Pehalgam and
the gunmen equipped with
automatic weapons were
set free by the Indian forces
to kill tourists. Moreover,
locals were seen transport-
ing the injured down the
hills on mules without first
aid, which in itself raises se-
rious questions.—APP

Calls for peaceful solution
of Pakistan-India conflict

PESHAWAR:Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry Fazal Mogeem Khan
urged for peaceful resolution
to ongoing Pak-India conflict
and to immediately resume
trade between two neigh-
bouring countries. Fazal
Mogeem Khan, whil talk-
ing during a meeting with a
delegation of businessmen,
representing diverse sec-
tors at the chamber house
on Monday emphasized that

trade should be kept sepa-
rate from politics that would
not only unhurt the econ-
omy but also prevent the
business community of the
both countries from huge fi-
nancial losses. The chamber
president said the Wagah
border has been closed for
the last several days owing
to ongoing tension between
Pakistan and India which
has created severe short-
ages of raw material for in-

dustries in the country and
forcing manufacturers to
shut their industrial units/
operation. Pharmaceutical
is the one the most affect-
ed sector in this ongoing
Pak-India conflict, the SCCI
chief noted. He stated 30
percent of raw material
imports for the pharma in-
dustry from India and halt-
ing of supply, has created
an immense shortage of
medicines in the country.
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g’% REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

“CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR DETAILED
FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND CONCEPT DESIGN FOR

THE PROJECT ESTABLISHMENT OF DAANISH
UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD)”

1. The Project Management Unit, Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Training, Government of Pakistan requests for proposal
for the “CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR DETAILED FEASIBILITY

STUDIES AND CONCEPT DESIGN FOR THE PROJECT

ESTABLISHMENT OF DAANISH UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD)”. The

consultants may apply who fulfill the criteria mentioned in the RFP
available in the office of Project Engineer and on EPADS at
(www.eprocure.gov.pk).

2. RFP document can be download from EPADS at
(www.eprocure.gov.pk). The companies should have valid
registration and relevant technical and financial expertise to carry out
the said task and no conflict of interest.

3. The interested companies should submit their proposals,
complete in all respects, to the office of Project Director, 1st Floor,
Pakistan Manpower Institute, Khayaban-e-Suharwardy, G-7/1,
Islamabad and the Electronic bids must be submitted by using EPADS
at (www.eprocure.gov.pk) on or before 15-05-2025 at 2:00PM. The
envelopes should be clearly marked with “RFP” “CONSULTANCY
SERVICES FOR DETAILED FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND CONCEPT

DESIGN FOR THE PROJECT ESTABLISHMENT OF DAANISH

UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD)”. Only Technical proposal shall be opened

on the same date at 2:30 PM. The bid securing declaration should be
placed inthe Technical envelop.

4. The Authority reserves the rights of acceptance or rejection of any
or all firms / consultants due to their reputation or who so ever fails to
fulfill the criteria at its sole discretion. The Authority may disqualify the
consultant firms if it is found, at any stage that the information
submitted by the firms were false, incorrect or Incomplete. Authority
can also take penal action against the firms / Consultants or debar the
firms/ Consultants for future works.

Engr. Aaroon Joshua Das
Project Director, Project Management Unit (PMU)
Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training
1st Floor, Pakistan Manpower Institute,
\ Khayaban-e-Suharwardy, G-7/1, Islamabad
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

MAY

May 03/Poland
National Day

May 06/Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06/UAE
Armed Forces Day

May 07/
Kazakhstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08/Czech
Republic
National Day

May 09/European
Union
National Day

May 17/Norway
Constitution Day

May 21/Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/Yemen
Republic

Re-unification
Day(National Day )

May 24/Eritrea
National Day

May 25/Lebanon
Liberation and
Resistance Day

May 25/Argentina
National Day

May 25/Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 /Azerbai-
jan Republic Day

May 28/Ethiopia
National Day

May 31/Brunei
Armed Forces
Day

et Dol B

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Police  Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Women

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA...ooeiieiee 9281092
WL I g .
5 & ‘i __ILE_I._.
',.:.'.,l_.'-. - e
'__"._-r,__—’u_rl‘--}. e |

Hosbitgls

CMH......cooeevrerrenene 5611111
MH....ccoeveieereenenne 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...b556311-4
RGH.....ccoevvernee 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.......ccue.e. 9261170-79

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

S,
St

e T ﬂ;ﬂ :
Departments
CDA... 9221334-43
CDA 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6
RDA.....coeies 5555864
TMA.....ccoieenen. 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Pak’s

desire for peace must

not be taken as weakness:Dar

“Pakistan does not seek conflict. We seek coexistence,” he added, urging for a development-first

i

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Speaking at the
Regional Dialogue 2025 hosted by
the Institute of Regional Studies
(IRS), Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister, Senator

Dar, reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwa-
vering commitment to regional
peace and multilateralism, howev-
er, he warned against recent prov-
ocations and baseless allegations
by India, emphasizing that any act
of aggression would be met with a
firm and proportionate response.
As a responsible country among
the polity of nations, Pakistan will
always look forward to de-escala-
tion but its desire for peace must
not be construed as weakness, he
said. He further said that Pakistan
has and will always condemn ter-

rorism in all its forms.

He also condemned the rising
target-
ing Muslims in India, including
Kashmiris, and questioned India’s
move to suspend the Indus Waters
Treaty, calling it a grave violation
of international obligations. He
questioned the validity of abeyance
as even an option and remarked

Islamophobic  rhetoric

that Pakistan considers the

Ishaq

of water,” he said.

act of

threatening the stoppage of water
as tantamount to an act of war.
“We will not give up even a drop

He stressed the importance of re-
solving the core issue of Kashmir
which he believed was the funda-
mental reason behind the recur-
ring bilateral tensions between
India and Pakistan “Pakistan does

=

not seek conflict.

development-first

anchored in justice, dignity, and
international cooperation. In his
welcome address,
Jauhar Saleem, President, IRS,
noted that while South Asia faces
escalating tensions, climate chal-
lenges, and economic uncertainty,

istence,” he added, urging for a

foreign policy anchored in justice, dignity, and international cooperation

We seek coex-

foreign policy

Ambassador

there remains a vital opportunity
for regional states to collaborate.
In the wake of recent Pahalgam
Attack, he said that, Pakistan
had consistently demonstrated
its commitment to de-escala-
tion, extending a sincere offer
to participate in an unbiased,
transparent investigation into
the unfortunate incident. “We

L&

have nothing to fear from the
truth, and we believe firm-
ly that only through truth can
trust be rebuilt,” he added. He
also highlighted IRS’ growing
role as a premier think tank,
supporting evidence-based
policy solutions and rigorous
debates on issues of region-
al and global significance.

Gilani stresses for
preserving cultural heritage

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani on Monday underscored the vital importance of preserving cul-
tural heritage, calling it essential for educating future generations, promoting civilizational understanding, and strength-
ening social values He expressed these views while addressing the inaugural ceremony of CultuRise, a newly launched
organization focused on the protection, education, and advocacy of cultural heritage across Pakistan. “It is encouraging to
see CultuRise emerge as a modern and revolutionary initiative. Its efforts reflect the collective commitment required to
preserve and promote our cultural legacy,” Gilani said. Highlighting the significance of international cooperation, he wel-
comed the presence of UNESCO representatives and members of the diplomatic community at the event. “Whether it’s
Spain’s Alhambra, Hungary’s Buda Castle, or Pakistan’s Mohenjo-Daro and Lahore Fort, these sites are not just national
treasures — they are shared human heritage,” he remarked. The Senate Chairman stressed that the responsibility of cul-
tural preservation lies with governments, parliaments, institutions, and individuals alike. “We must all play our role in en-
suring that this great heritage is passed on to future generations.” Describing Pakistan’s cultural richness as a “bouquet of
civilizations, languages, and traditions,” Gilani traced the nation’s legacy from the ancient civilizations of Gandhara, Indus
Valley, and Mehrgarh to the architectural marvels of the Mughal era. He praised the craftsmanship, music, literature,
and architectural styles of different regions, calling them “manifestations of national identity and resilience.” However,
he cautioned that urban development, neglect, and the pressures of modern life pose serious threats to the co ntry’s
cultural foundations. “Preserving our heritage is not just about remembering the past — it is a national duty we
owe to our future,” he said. Reaffirming the Senate’s commitment, Gilani vowed to support initiatives that
protect Pakistan’s tangible and intangible heritage. He called for investment in education, public awareness,
and capacity building to ensure that cultural treasures are preserved and celebrated. “Our heritage connects
us with the world through the universal language of art and culture. It can be a powerful tool to promote peace,
harmony, and a positive image of Pakistan,” he added. On the launch of CultuRise, Gilani urged the audience to
become ambassadors of cultural preservation. “Let us unite to protect the stories, traditions, and masterpiec-
es that define us. In doing so, we will honor our ancestors and inspire pride in the generations to come.”—DNA

Pakistan greatly values friendly
ties with Azerbaijan: Harraj

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of Azerbaijan Khazar Far-
hadov called on Federal
Minister for Defence Pro-
duction, Muhammad Raza
Hayat Harraj on Monday.
The Minister welcomed the
envoy and said that Pakistan
greatly valued its friendly
relations with Azerbaijan,
said a press release The
Minister appreciated exist-
ing cooperation between
the two countries and also
mentioned that defence
ties between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan have much more
potential to grow further.
While referring to Pakistan’s
formidable defence industri-
al potential and skilled man-
power, the Minister offered
assurance of cooperation/
collaborations in all mutually
agreed/beneficial fields of
defence including provision
of consultancy services,
technical expertise and
training facilities to Azer-

Khazar Farhadov

baijan.
thanked the Government of
Pakistan for its cooperation

tFENCE PRO
OF PAKI

in development of defence
industry of Azerbaijan and
appreciated efforts of Min-

!
istry of Defence Production

in enhancing ties between
the two countries.

Iftikhar for reconciliation in
today’s volatile world

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Founder Chairman
Pak-US Business Council Iftikhar
Ali Malik on Monday underscored
prioritizing
peace over conflict and empha-

the imperative of

sized the urgent need for

iation in today’s volatile world Ma-
lik’s message pivots on redefining
strength not through dominance
but through reconciliation, said a

news release. “Let us not

tects of ashes, for war writes epi-
taphs in the ruins of nations. True
strength lies in the ink of concilia-
tion, the parchment of dialogues,
and the signatures of shared hu- as
manity. Only then do we plant a
forest of peace for generations yet
unborn,” he said. His words come

reconcil-

be archi-

at a critical time when global con-
flicts, regional tensions, and inter-
nal strife continue to threaten the
stability and prosperity of nations.
Stressing that war only brings de-
struction and endless cycles of
suffering, he urged Indian leaders
to seek solutions through mutual
respect, dialogue, and diplomacy.
Malik highlighted how history has
repeatedly shown the catastrophic
consequences of warfare, not only
destroying infrastructures but also
tearing apart the social and mor-
al fabrics of societies. “Victory in
war is hollow when it leaves only
graves behind,” Malik noted. In-
stead, he advocated for dialogue
the ultimate expression of
strength — a tool that binds human-
ity together beyond borders, ideol-
ogies, and differences. Through

amicably.

envisions

his epoch-making message,
ikhar Ali reminded the Indians
that real progress and security
lie not in military might but in our
collective ability to resolve conflicts

Ift-

The “ink of conciliation”

and “parchment of dialogues” sym-
bolize diplomacy and collaborative
problem-solving, while “signatures
of shared humanity” stress wisdom
and tolerance amid diversity. By ad-
vocating for a “forest of peace,” he

a legacy of stability for fu-

ture generations. Malik urged South
Asian leaders to choose empathy
over ego, recognizing that true pros-
perity lies in wisdom. By embracing
dialogue and shared humanity, the
region can cultivate resilience, en-
suring that coming generations in-
herit not ashes, but a thriving forest
of peace and possibility.

IFA seizes 200 kg
unhygienic meat

ISLAMABAD: On the directions of the Director of the
Islamabad Food Authority, the food safety teams on Mon-
day carried out a raid in sector G-9 where they checked a
supplier’s vehicle suspected of carrying low-quality meat
During the inspection, they found 200 kilograms of meat
hidden under non-food-grade plastic sheets. Talking to
APP, Deputy Director Operations of IFA, Dr Tahira Sid-
dique said that the meat was being secretly transported
to various markets. It was packed in plastic material that
is not safe for food handling, raising serious concerns
about hygiene and safety standards. She confirmed that
after a detailed inspection, the meat was declared unfit
for consumption. She said that the meat lacked basic
quality standards and its use in food could be harmful to
health. Following the inspection, the authority immediately
destroyed the seized meat on the spot and imposed a fine
of Rs. 50,000 on the supplier. A formal case has also been
registered against the supplier for attempting to sell unsafe
and low-standard meat in the Federal Capital. Dr. Tahira said
that the team found clear evidence that the meat was being
transported in violation of food safety rules. She added that
the supplier tried to hide the meat under layers of plastic to
avoid detection. “The meat was of poor quality, and its sale
could have caused health issues for consumers,” she stated.
The Islamabad Food Authority has declared zero tolerance
against food-related violations. Deputy Director of the au-
thority said that those who attempt to deceive the public in
the name of food will face strict action. “This is not just a
violation of rules—it’s a threat to public health,” he said.
Dr. Tahira also warned suppliers not to prioritize profits
over human health. “Such practices put lives at risk.
We will take strong and continued action against any-
one found involved in such activities,” she said. This
action is part of a wider effort by the Islamabad Food
Authority to ensure safe food for citizens.—DNA
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Call for
addressing
Dam affectees’
grievances

ISLAMABAD:Federal
Minister for Kashmir Af
fairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Mugam here on Monday
chaired a high-level meeting
to address the grievances of
those affected by the Diam-
er-Bhasha Dam project.

Speaking on the occasion,

Federal  Minister  Amir
Mugam emphasized that
resolving the legitimate

demands of the affected
communities remains a top
priority for the federal gov-
ernment, said a press re-
lease.

He said that, under the direct
instructions of Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, significant progress
is being made on multiple
fronts, including compensa-
tion payments, the provision
of clean water and sanitation
facilities, and the develop-
ment of educational insti-
tutions and other essential
infrastructure.

The high level meeting un-
derscored the government’s
commitment to a transparent
and inclusive approach in en-
suring the welfare and reha-
bilitation of the communities
affected by one of country’s
most significant hydropower
projects. The meeting was
attended by Federal Minister
for Water Resources, Moeen
Wattoo, Chief  Minister
Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar
Khan, Chairman WAPDA Lt.
Gen. (Retd.) Sajjad Ghani,
Secretary Kashmir Affairs,
GB and SAFRON Zafar Hasan,
Chief Secretary of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan Ibrar Ahmad Mirza,
Additional Secretary Kashmir
Affairs Kamran Rahman Khan,
Joint Secretary of the GB
Council Sudheer Khattak, and
other senior officials.—APP

Senator
Siddiqui honors
Pakistani hero

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan
Siddiqui, Parliamentary Lead-
er of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) in the
Senate and Chairman of the
Senate Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs, arrived in
Istanbul to attend a special cer-
emony commemorating the
centenary of Pakistani free-
dom fighter Abdul Rehman
Peshawari’s death. The event,
organized by Istanbul Univer
sity, paid tribute to Peshawari’s
legacy as a valiant warrior who
fought alongside the Ottomans
against British colonial rule. Ac-
cording to a message received
here, the Turkish government
extended a special invitation
to Senator Siddiqui to deliver
a keynote address highlighting
Peshawari’s life, sacrifices, and
enduring role in strengthening
PakistanTiirkiye ties—APP
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SSP orders
tightened
noose around
criminal
elements

ISLAMABAD:Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) Op-
erations Muhammad Shoaib
Khan chaired a meeting with
officers of City and Saddar
Zones and directed them to
intensify action against crim-
inal gangs and ensure the ar-
rest of absconding suspects
involved in property-related
and vehicle theft cases. An
official told APP on Mon-
day that the directives were
issued during the meeting
attended by SHOs of both
zones. The session reviewed
the overall law and order
situation and progress on
pending investigations. SSP
Shoaib said officers were in-
structed to compile detailed
data of suspects involved in
property crimes, particular-
ly those recently released
from custody, and to ensure
their close surveillance. If
any released suspects are
found involved in fresh crim-
inal activities, they must be
apprehended without delay.
SSP Shoaib said police of-
ficials must ensure that all
under-investigation cases are
resolved on merit and that
challans are submitted to the
concerned courts promptly.
He emphasized that the ar-
rest of wanted suspects in
vehicle and motorcycle theft
cases must be prioritized.
SSP said maximum efforts
should be made to appre-
hend proclaimed offenders
and tighten the grip around
organized criminal groups.
“Protection of citizens’ lives
and property is our foremost
responsibility, and any negli-
gence in this regard will not
be tolerated,” SSP Shoaib
added.—APP

Khurram
predicts further
inflation decline

ISLAMABAD:Advisor to
Finance Minister Khurram
Shehzad Monday said that
inflation has been brought
under control, yielding no-
table benefits to businesses
and consumers, and vowed
to take additional steps to
ensure continued economic
stability During an exclusive
interview with a private news
channel, Khurram Shehzad
attributed the decline in
Pakistan’s inflation rate to
the government’s effective
policies, stable commodity
prices, and prudent fiscal
measures designed to allevi-
ate economic pressure. He
highlighted that these meas-
ures have started to yield
positive results, providing re-
lief to the general public and
boosting economic stability.
Advisor also emphasized the
government’s commitment
to sustaining this momen-
tum, ensuring that the ben-
efits of reduced inflation are
felt across all sectors of the
economy. By maintaining
a stable economic environ-
ment, the government aims
to foster growth and improve
living standards for citizens,
he added. Khurram also
praised the State Bank’s role
in controlling inflation, stat-
ing that its monetary policies
have been instrumental in
stabilizing the economy. He
mentioned that an upcoming
meeting would discuss fur-
ther measures to decrease
inflation, emphasizing that
it would be a progressive
step towards consolidating
economic gains and ensuring
long-term stability. He laud-
ed the Prime Minister and
the economic team for their
decisive actions.—APP

Petroleum Minister engages with
CEOs of Pakistan’s refineries

The delegation included Zahid Mir-CEO Pakistan Refinery Limited, Irtiza Qureshi-MD PARCO, Adil
Khattak-CEO Attock Refinery Limited, Amir Abbasi-CEO Cynergico, Asad Hasan - CEO National Refin-
ery Limited. Secretary Petroleum Momin Agha, Additional Secretary Zafar Abbas, Director General Oil
Imran Ahmed were also present in the meeting

SATFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: A high-level delegation com-
prising Chief Executive Officers (CEOs)
of Pakistan’s leading refineries called on
Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz
Malik on Wednesday. The meeting focused
on enhancing collaboration between the
government and the refining sector to en-
sure sustainable energy supply, improve re-
finery efficiency, and address key challenges
facing the industry. The meeting, held at the
Ministry of Petroleum, served as a platform
for constructive dialogue on critical issues,
including refinery upgradation, fuel quality
standards, and policy frameworks to bolster
the petroleum sector’s contribution to Paki-
stan’s economy. Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik
reiterated the Government’s commitment
to facilitating the refining industry’s growth
while ensuring affordable and reliable ener-
gy for consumers. In light of recent border
tensions with In, the CEOs of Pakistan’s re-
fineries assured the minister of their full op-
erational readiness to meet the fuel require-
ments of the Armed Forces of Pakistan. They
emphasized that all necessary arrangements,
including strategic fuel reserves and uninter-
rupted production capabilities, are in place to
support national defense needs in any scenar-
io. Minister Malik commended the refineries
for their proactive measures and reiterated
the government’s full support in ensuring
energy security for both civilian and defense
sectors. Federal Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik
emphasized,”The government recognizes
the vital role of refineries in Pakistan’s ener-
gy landscape. We are committed to providing
a conducive policy environment to support
modernization, improve fuel quality, and en-

sure long-term sustainability. This collabora-
tion is crucial for achieving energy security
and economic growth, ensuring a robust and
resilient petroleum sector for the future. The
refinery CEOs appreciated the minister’s
proactive approach and shared insights on

operational challenges, seeking government
support in upgradation and fiscal incentives.
Both sides agreed to maintain regular con-
sultations to drive the sector forward. The
delegation included Zahid Mir-CEO Pakistan
Refinery Limited, Irtiza Qureshi-MD PARCO,

Adil Khattak-CEO Attock Refinery Limited,
Amir Abbasi-CEO Cynergico, Asad Hasan -
CEO National Refinery Limited. Secretary
Petroleum Momin Agha, Additional Secre-
tary Zafar Abbas, Director General Oil Imran
Ahmed were also present in the meeting.

Tax exemptions in tribal
areas cost govt billions

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Business
leader and former Pres-
ident of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Dr. Shahid
Rasheed Butt, said on Mon-
day that the government
must eliminate the tax ex-
emptions currently granted
to the former FATA and
PATA regions in the up-
coming budget. This crucial
step is necessary to ensure
economic fairness and
promote equitable growth
across the entire nation.
He said that these exemp-
tions, originally intended
to promote development
in the tribal areas, are now
causing a loss of billions of
rupees in national revenue.
Shahid Rasheed Butt said
in a statement issued here

today that many industrial-
ists and smugglers have set
up fake factories in FATA
and PATA for products like
ghee, steel, beverages, and
cigarettes. Through these
fictitious setups, they import
billions of rupees of raw ma-
terials tax-free and then sell
them in cities like Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad. This
loophole enriches a power-
ful mafia while inflicting a
massive loss on the nation-
al exchequer. Due to these
issues, the government de-
cided to end tax exemptions
for these areas last year.
However, those exploiting
these benefits managed to
delay the decision by one
year. Now, the same groups
are trying once again to get
an extension. Shahid Rash-
eed Butt emphasized that
the government should not
give in to such pressures and

must revoke these exemp-
tions, as they provide no real
benefit to the residents of
tribal areas. Instead, he said,
people with low incomes are
being exploited by corrupt
businessmen and smugglers.
He demanded action against
these elements and called
for the full recovery of evad-
ed taxes. e further revealed
that this mafia registers fake
companies using FATA and
PATA addresses, while the
products and sales are based
in other parts of the country.
He informed us that by false-
ly showing production and
sales from these tax-exempt
areas, the companies escape
the tax net, causing the na-
tional treasury to lose bil-
lions annually. This situation
is also unfair to legitimate
businesses that pay taxes
and struggle to compete with
untaxed, illegal products. As

a result, law-abiding compa-
nies are discouraged, and the
overall economy suffers.

The business leader added
that although the govern-
ment announced plans to
gradually impose a tax re-
gime in FATA and PATA
after integrating into the
national mainstream, no se-
rious steps have been taken
due to political pressures.
Shahid Rasheed Butt urged
the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR) and other rele-
vant institutions to conduct
organized crackdowns on
fake business activities in
these areas so that the tax
burden can be fairly distrib-
uted across all industries.

He warned that if immediate
action is not taken, the situa-
tion could spiral further out
of control, deepening the
culture of tax evasion and
economic injustice.

Services exports
increase by 9.69%

ISLAMABAD:The exports of services during the
first nine months of the current fiscal year in-
creased by 9.69 percent as compared to the ex-
ports of the corresponding period of the last year
During July-March 2024-25, exports of services
were recorded at $6.235 billion as against the ex-
ports of $5.684 billion during the same period of last
year, according to the data of the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS). During the period under review,
the services imports into the country grew by 8.74
percent and it was registered at $8.552 billion as
compared to the import of $7.865 billion in the same
period last year. On a year-on-year basis, the services
exports from the country grew by 4.89 percent in
March 2025 as compared to the exports of the same
month of last year In March 2025, services valued
at $743.32 million were exported as compared to ex-
ports of $708.66 million in the same month of last
year. The imports of services into the country also
surged by 6.89 percent during the period under re-
view as it was recorded at $790.14 million against
$907.57. On month on month basis, the services ex-
ports also increased by 4.14 percent in March 2025 as
compared to the export of $713.77 million in February
2025. However, the services imports decreased by 0.31
percent in March 2025 as compared to the import of
$973.12 million in February 2025.—DNA

CDNS achieves Rs 23.5b
in Islamic investment

ISLAMABAD:The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS) has attained the
annual collection target of Rs 23.5 billion
in investment in Islamic finance during
the start of the fourth quarter of the Cur-
rent Fiscal Year, from July 1st to May 2nd,
2024-25 The CDNS has revived the annual
collection target and set Rs 40 billion in in-
vestment in Islamic finance for the Current
Fiscal Year 2024-25, which will lead to growth
in the country’s Islamic economy. “The Na-
tional Savings had issued the Islamic bonds
for the promotion of the Islamic finance sys-
tem, which will help the development of the
Islamic economy in the country,” the senior
official of CDNS told APP here on Monday.
Replying to a question, he said the CDNS had
achieved the target of Rs 75 billion during
the last fiscal year (2023-24) from the Islamic
bonds, and that was why it aimed to introduce
new dimensions in the Islamic finance sector.

“Islamic finance now has a significant role
in the global financial sector. A large part of
the economy of many major countries cur-
rently includes Islamic finance,” he added.
The official said that work was being done
on institutional reforms in the CDNS. Given
the current market trend in the country, an
ambitious target had been set to improve the
savings culture further, he added. Replying
to another question, he said that the CDNS
has set an annual target of Rs 1650 billion for
the current Fiscal Year, 2024-25, which will
promote the saving culture in the country. He
said that the CDNS has realized a target of
Rs1.742 trillion in fresh bonds and exceeded
100 percent of the annual target in the last
fiscal year 2023-24, from July 1 to June 30th.
The National Savings has set an annual tar-
get of Rs 1.7 trillion for the year 2023-24; it is
encouraging that this year, “We surpassed
100 percent of the annual target.—DNA

Presidential Ord conspiracy to
provoke business community

DNA

ISLAMABAD:The  Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, the Pres-
ident of the Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectuals
Forum, the President of All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
the Chairman of the FPCCI
Advisory Board, and the
President and former pro-
vincial minister, Mian Za-
hid Hussain, said on Mon-
day that comprehensive tax
reforms are indispensable
to reposition Pakistan’s
economy on a sustainable
footing. He said that exces-
sive strictness in collecting
taxes will harm instead of
benefit, as it will discour-
age businesses. Mian Zahid
Hussain said that a large
number of taxes is making
the system more complex,

while the focus of tax pol-
icy should not be only on
increasing revenue but also
on ease of doing business
and global competitiveness.
Talking to the business
community, the veteran
business leader said that
the current tax structure
is complex, non-transpar-
ent, and unfair, hurting the
business community and
making efforts to expand
the tax net difficult.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the burden on taxpay-
ers is continuously increas-
ing. At the same time, there
is a lack of effective action
against tax defaulters,
which is discouraging tax-
payers and encouraging tax
evaders.

The business leader added
that the Federal Board of
Revenue should be given
complete autonomy, and

the need for contact be-
tween taxpayers and tax col-
lectors should be reduced
through automation and
digitalisation so that prob-
lems like corruption and
delays are reduced. Mian
Zahid Hussain stressed
that the FBR should be free
from political interference
to perform better, adding
that increasing revenues
without increasing the tax
net is impossible. He not-
ed that much of Pakistan’s
population is outside the
tax net, mainly due to a
lack of trust and a compli-
cated tax filing system. The
online system should be
made easy and transparent
for taxpayers, who should
be encouraged to join it.
Mian Zahid Hussain said
that bringing agriculture,
property, wholesale, and
retail sectors into the tax

net is the need of the hour.
Big shopping malls and
markets do business worth
billions of rupees, but most
do not pay full tax. The
government should collect
data on these sectors and
ensure their monitoring
through technology. Mian
Zahid Hussain said that
the government and the
FBR should increase the
consultation process with
the business community
to include their opinions
in the reform process. He
warned that increasing the
tax net significantly is im-
possible without establish-
ing an atmosphere of trust.
Along with strict measures
against tax evasion, it is
also necessary to respect
and accommodate honest
taxpayers, and various pro-
grams can be introduced
for this purpose.—DNA
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Poliovirus

detected

in sewage
samples

ISLAMABAD :As part of
ongoing efforts to eradicate
poliovirus, the National In-
stitute of Health (NIH) has
confirmed presence of wild
poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)
in environmental samples
collected from multiple dis-
tricts. Between April 7 and
April 17, as many 38 sew-
age samples were collected
from 31 districts and tested
at the Regional Reference
Laboratory for Polio Erad-
ication. The lab reported
WPV1 detection in samples
from 18 districts, includ-
ing Loralai, Quetta, Zhob,
Islamabad, Abbottabad,
Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan,
Peshawar, Tank, North
Waziristan, Lahore, Rawal-
pindi, Badin, Jamshoro,
Hyderabad, Kashmore, Ka-
rachi, and Sukkur. Mean-
while, samples from 10
districts including Noshki,
Sibi, Charsadda, Lower Dir,
Mansehra, Swat, Faisal-
abad, Gujranwala, and Ra-
janpur tested negative for
poliovirus. The detection
of poliovirus in these envi-
ronmental samples under-
scores the continued need
for high-quality vaccination
campaigns. The Polio Erad-
ication Programme recently
concluded its second na-
tionwide vaccination drive
of the year, held from April
21 to 27. The campaign
successfully reached 45.4
million children under the
age of five, with the dedi-
cation of frontline workers,
government agencies, and
the cooperation of parents
across the country.—APP

Pakistani
student elected

President of
NY’s Union

ISLAMABAD:A  moment
of pride for the Pakistani
community in the United
States as Chaudhry Faisal
Mahmood has been elected
President of the Student
Union at Suffolk County
College, the largest campus
of the State University of
New York (SUNY) system.
According to a press note,
released here late last
night, the student union
election campaign lasted
for nearly two weeks, with
voting conducted through
the college student portal
from April 28 to May 1 In
the press note received here,
Faisal Mahmood stated, “I
received overwhelming sup-
port and votes from all com-
munities, and it is because
of their trust and backing
that I was able to win this
election.” With this win, he
I will represent over 25,000
students at the college for
the 2025-2026 academic
year.—APP
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What is the likely future
of the Ukraine war?

;j: S the war in Ukraine enters its third year, the prospects for a clear

military victory remain bleak for either side. What started as a swift

invasion by Russia in February 2022 has evolved into a grinding war
of attrition, with devastating consequences for Ukraine, growing fatigue for
the West, and significant long-term implications for global geopolitics. From
the outset, Russia’s goal was to bring Ukraine to heel, potentially toppling
its government and halting its westward tilt toward NATO and the European
Union. However, Ukraine’s resilience, bolstered by billions in military and
economic support from the United States and Europe, dashed any hopes
of a quick Russian triumph. Still, Ukraine has struggled to reclaim much
territory since its counteroffensive stalled in 2023, and it continues to suf-
fer from airstrikes and infrastructure damage that cripple its economy and
civilian life. Looking ahead, the most likely future of the war is continued
stalemate, punctuated by localized offensives and tactical shifts, but unlikely
to feature dramatic breakthroughs by either side. Ukraine’s Western allies
are increasingly divided over continued aid. The U.S. Congress remains in
gridlock, and some European countries are facing growing public resistance
to sending more funds or weaponry. Without sustained support, Ukraine will
find it difficult to maintain its current level of resistance. For Russia, too,
the costs are mounting. Although it has greater manpower and has shifted
its economy to a war footing, sanctions have bitten deeply, its international
standing has eroded, and internal dissent, though muted, simmers beneath
the surface. Yet, for President Vladimir Putin, backing down appears po-
litically impossible. His legitimacy, and perhaps even his grip on power, is
now tied to framing the war as a necessary defense of Russian sovereignty
against Western encroachment. Diplomatic solutions remain elusive. Peace
talks have stalled repeatedly, and neither side seems willing to concede
key demands: Ukraine insists on the full restoration of its territory, in-
cluding Crimea, while Russia demands recognition of its annexations. The
war, therefore, is likely to persist in a frozen or semi-frozen state — not
fully active on all fronts, but not resolved either — akin to the conflicts in
Georgia or even North Korea. The future may also bring a dangerous es-
calation. Any significant change — such as a major Russian breakthrough
or a withdrawal of U.S. support — could shift the war’s direction rapidly.
Conversely, a political shake-up in Moscow or Kyiv could open space for
negotiation. For now, though, both countries are locked in a brutal equi-
librium. In the end, the war’s long-term outcome may not be decided on
the battlefield but in capitals — Washington, Brussels, Moscow, and Kyiv —
where political will, public sentiment, and strategic patience will shape the
future more than artillery and tanks. What remains certain is that the war
will leave Ukraine profoundly scarred and reshaped, regardless of the mili-
tary outcome, and it will have redefined European security for a generation.
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SAARC: A regional
dream deferred

HE South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), formed in

1985 with great promise, was envisioned as a platform for promoting peace,

prosperity, and mutual development among the eight member states: Afghan-
istan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Nearly
four decades later, the organization remains largely dysfunctional, unable to deliver on
its core objectives. Despite being home to nearly a quarter of the world’s population,
SAARC has not even come close to becoming an effective regional bloc like the Euro-
pean Union or ASEAN. The reasons for this failure are both political and structural. At
the heart of SAARC'’s ineffectiveness lies the enduring rivalry between India and Paki-
stan. Political hostility, repeated military stand-offs, and zero-sum diplomacy between
the two nuclear neighbors have cast a long shadow over the organization. No SAARC
summit has been held since 2014, with the 2016 summit in Islamabad indefinitely
postponed following India’s boycott after the Uri attack. This bilateral antagonism con-
sistently hijacks regional agendas and paralyzes progress on initiatives that require
unanimity. Unlike other regional blocs, SAARC lacks strong institutional mechanisms.
Its decisions are made by consensus — a model that is difficult to sustain when mem-
ber states have deep political divides. The absence of a dispute resolution framework
further handicaps SAARC. While economic cooperation, people-to-people connec-
tivity, and regional development are the goals on paper, the lack of trust between
member states makes implementation virtually impossible. Another reason behind
SAARC’s failure is its narrow scope and minimal funding. The organization has failed
to evolve into a robust institution with the capacity to execute projects independently.
Most of its initiatives exist only on paper or in pilot stages. For instance, the SAARC
Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) and its proposed successor, SAFTA
(South Asian Free Trade Area), have not meaningfully increased intra-regional trade,
which remains among the lowest in the world — less than 5% of total trade of mem-
ber states. Contrast this with ASEAN, where members, despite historical disputes,
have prioritized economic interdependence and regional integration. In SAARC, by
comparison, smaller nations are often caught between India and Pakistan’s rivalry,
leading them to seek bilateral partnerships outside the SAARC framework — further
weakening the organization. Moreover, China’s increasing influence in South Asia has
led to geopolitical recalibrations. Countries like Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Maldives are
forging closer economic ties with Beijing, making SAARC less relevant to their im-
mediate priorities. India, too, has shifted its focus toward other regional groupings
like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation), where Pakistan is not a member and hence friction is lower. In conclu-
sion, SAARC’s failure is not due to the lack of vision but the absence of political will
and regional trust. Unless member states — especially India and Pakistan — choose
cooperation over confrontation, SAARC will remain a dormant body. Reviving it re-
quires a paradigm shift: from viewing regional cooperation as a zero-sum game to em-
bracing it as a shared opportunity. Otherwise, the dream of a connected, prosperous
South Asia will continue to be deferred — to the detriment of nearly two billion people.

Pakistan’s impregnable strategic deterrence

Qamar Bashir

Economically, the gap is
stark. India’s economy is
nearly ten times larger
than Pakistan’s, and its
defense budget—exceeding
$83 billion—dwarfs
Pakistan’s $9.6 billion
allocation. This difference
affects everything from
procurement cycles to
research and development
capacity. On this scale,
India scores a full 10, while
Pakistan reasonably scores
about 3. Finally, the nuclear
equation offers one of
the most stabilizing forces
in the strategic balance.
India is believed
to possess around 164
nuclear warheads with
the capability to deliver
them via air, land,
and potentially sea

HE story of Pakistan and India’s strategic
l | rivalry is as old as the two nations them-

selves. Since their creation in 1947, both
countries have fought multiple wars, engaged in
intense military standoffs, and maintained a con-
stant state of strategic vigilance. While the battles
on the field ended decades ago, the competition
in defense, deterrence, and doctrine continues in
full force. At the heart of this enduring standoff
lies a surprising reality: despite being smaller in
size, economy, and military resources, Pakistan
has managed to establish a credible strategic bal-
ance with its much larger neighbor, India. This
balance has not only deterred war but has stabi-
lized the region in the shadow of recurring crises.
India, with a population exceeding 1.4 billion and an
economy nearing $4 trillion, has clear quantitative ad-
vantages over Pakistan, whose population is around
250 million and economy hovers near $341 billion.
On paper, India outmatches Pakistan in nearly every
conventional military metric—from troop strength
and defense budget to the volume of arms imports
and defense-industrial capacity. However, Pakistan,
through strategic ingenuity, tactical precision, and
smart resource allocation, has achieved what military
theorists term as a “kinetic strategic balance.”
To understand how such balance is achieved, es-
pecially between asymmetrical powers, one must
examine the strategic balance formula developed
and widely accepted among military analysts and
defense planners. It is expressed as:
{Strategic Balance} = \frac{M_1}{M_2}
where “M” represents the overall military capability of
each state, derived from multiplying five core factors:
M=F\Q\T\E\N
In this equation:
F stands for force size, which includes not only the
number of active duty soldiers but also reserve per-
sonnel and paramilitary forces.
Q reflects the quality of weapons and equipment,
taking into account technological sophistication,
modernity, and battlefield effectiveness.
T represents the training and doctrinal maturity of
the armed forces, their readiness, discipline, and
capacity to execute strategies under pressure.
E signifies economic capacity—the ability of a coun-
try to sustain military operations over time, fund
innovations, and manage logistics. N measures nu-
clear capability, including the size, delivery mecha-
nisms, and credibility of the nuclear deterrent.
Let’s apply this formula to India and Pakistan using
approximate and normalized scales. India’s overall ac-

tive military personnel number around 1.45 million,
supplemented by an additional million in reserves and
another million-plus in paramilitary units. Pakistan
maintains roughly 654,000 active troops, 550,000 in
reserve, and nearly half a million paramilitary person-
nel. On a scale of 1 to 10, India’s force size scores a 10
while Pakistan’s earns around 6.5.

In terms of weapon quality, India operates advanced
systems such as Rafale fighter jets, S-400 air de-
fense systems, and is building up a blue-water navy.
Pakistan relies on a diversified mix of Chinese,
American, and Turkish platforms, with domestic ca-
pabilities like the JF-17 fighter jet and Babur cruise
missiles. India’s score on this scale would be around
8, with Pakistan close behind at 6.5.

Training and doctrine are where Pakistan edges
closer to parity. Over decades of direct and indirect
conflict, Pakistan’s military has evolved into a high-
ly professional, strategically nimble force. It has ef-
fectively adopted doctrines of hybrid warfare, swift
retaliation, and nuclear ambiguity. India’s larger
forces sometimes suffer from organizational inertia,
though efforts at modernization are ongoing. On this
front, Pakistan may rate an 8, while India scores a
7. Economically, the gap is stark. India’s economy
is nearly ten times larger than Pakistan’s, and its
defense budget—exceeding $83 billion—dwarfs Paki-
stan’s $9.6 billion allocation. This difference affects
everything from procurement cycles to research and
development capacity. On this scale, India scores a
full 10, while Pakistan reasonably scores about 3.
Finally, the nuclear equation offers one of the most
stabilizing forces in the strategic balance. India is
believed to possess around 164 nuclear warheads
with the capability to deliver them via air, land, and
potentially sea. Pakistan holds an estimated 170
nuclear warheads and has developed tactical nucle-
ar weapons like the Nasr missile system to deter
India’s “Cold Start” doctrine. Both countries score
roughly equal in nuclear capability at 8.5 each,
though with different strategic philosophies—India
embracing “No First Use” and Pakistan maintain-
ing deliberate ambiguity.

When we multiply these normalized scores, India’s
kinetic military capability index amounts to:
10.8.7.10.8.5 = 47,600

Pakistan’s equivalent score is:

6.5.6.5.8.3.8.5 = 9,004

The final ratio, therefore, is:
{47,600}/{9,004}=approx 5.3

This 5.3:1 balance heavily favors India in pure kinet-
ic potential. Yet, military history and modern strate-

gic thinking teach us that war is not determined by
ratios alone. The question is not just whether one
side can win—but whether it can win without unac-
ceptable costs. And it is precisely here that Pakistan
has succeeded in establishing deterrence. Its nucle-
ar capability, doctrinal evolution, and war-readiness
have made it abundantly clear that any full-scale In-
dian aggression would invite unbearable retaliation,
regardless of conventional superiority.

The long peace since the 1971 war is a testament
to this equilibrium. Even the 1999 Kargil conflict,
initiated by Pakistani forces, remained limited in
scope and quickly drew international mediation.
Afterward, both countries adopted more robust
postures: India developed doctrines for rapid re-
taliation, while Pakistan responded with battlefield
nuclear readiness. The result has been a tense yet
stable balance—volatile at the surface, but deeply
anchored in mutual deterrence.

To illustrate this concept more clearly, we can
compare it to the relationship between the United
States and Canada. The U.S., with a defense budget
over $850 billion and global power projection capa-
bilities, is militarily incomparable to Canada, which
spends under $30 billion and does not possess nu-
clear weapons. Yet, the two nations have enjoyed
peaceful borders and extensive defense coopera-
tion for over a century. Canada does not attempt to
match U.S. military capabilities but instead relies
on institutional trust, shared values, and alliance
structures like NORAD and NATO. It has deter-
rence not through power parity, but through politi-
cal and structural integration.

In contrast, Pakistan has no alliance structure
with India, no institutional trust, and no history of
mutual defense. It must therefore achieve balance
through direct capability and posture—especially
nuclear. And despite overwhelming asymmetry on
paper, Pakistan’s strategic deterrence has worked.
It has denied India the ability to impose its will mil-
itarily without facing existential risks in return.

In the final analysis, strategic balance is less about
overpowering an adversary and more about render-
ing war unthinkable. Pakistan’s success in creat-
ing this balance—despite economic challenges and
numerical inferiority—demonstrates that military
deterrence is not reserved for the rich or power-
ful. It is a function of clarity, innovation, and above
all, credibility. The kinetic balance formula, when
correctly understood and applied, offers not just
a measure of military might—but a blueprint for
peace through proportional deterrence.

Weaponizing water: India’s dangerous gamble with peace

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

The importance of the
World Bank lies in its role
as a guarantor and neutral

third party that ensures
both sides adhere to the
agreed framework. It also
facilitates dispute resolution
through mechanisms like
neutral expert appointments
and arbitration panels.
The treaty has survived
more than six decades
precisely because of
this robust structure

OW wisely it has been said that if you are

blessed with a good neighbor, life becomes

easy and peaceful. This golden principle is
equally true for individuals and for nations. Coun-
tries that enjoy cordial and friendly relations with
their neighbors tend to progress steadily, ensuring
prosperity for their citizens and stability for their
governments. On the contrary, when neighbors are
hostile or uncooperative, both peace and develop-
ment remain elusive. Sadly, Pakistan has not been
fortunate in this regard. Since its inception in 1947,
Pakistan has had to endure a turbulent and con-
frontational relationship with its eastern neighbor,
India—a country that has never truly accepted the
reality of Pakistan’s existence. From 1948 onwards,
hostile winds have continued to blow from across the
border. India’s attitude has remained aggressive, ma-
nipulative, and disruptive, undermining any chance for
lasting peace in the region. Despite Pakistan’s repeat-
ed gestures for peace and regional cooperation, India
has always chosen to respond with antagonism. Their
efforts to destabilize Pakistan have ranged from mil-
itary confrontations to hybrid warfare, propaganda
campaigns, and even economic sabotage. But each
time, by the grace of Allah and through the resil-
ience of our people and armed forces, Pakistan has
managed to thwart these designs effectively.
Recently, India has once again attempted to stage a poor-
ly-directed drama aimed at maligning Pakistan. While
Indian cinema enjoys global recognition, the fictional
narratives they create about Pakistan fall flat on the
international stage. These narratives, full of distortion
and prejudice, are consumed domestically for political
mileage but fail to convince the global community, which
increasingly sees through the smokescreen of Indian
propaganda. The infamous Balakot incident and the cap-
ture of Indian Air Force pilot Abhinandan Varthaman

is one such example where India’s aggressive postur-
ing was met with a firm, yet mature, response from
Pakistan. His swift return, in line with international
humanitarian standards, portrayed Pakistan as the
more responsible and peaceful actor in the region.
Now, India has turned its attention towards a more dan-
gerous and long-term threat; the suspension or manipu-
lation of the Indus Waters Treaty. Signed in 1960 under
the mediation of the World Bank, this treaty is a corner-
stone of peace and water security in South Asia. It is
not merely a bilateral agreement but a model of conflict
resolution that has endured despite three wars between
the two countries. The World Bank played a pivotal role
not only in brokering the treaty but also in establishing
a legal and institutional framework to manage disputes.
Under the treaty, India received rights to the eastern riv-
ers—Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej—while Pakistan was allotted
the western rivers—Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab—forming
the lifeblood of Pakistan’s agricultural economy. The im-
portance of the World Bank lies in its role as a guarantor
and neutral third party that ensures both sides adhere
to the agreed framework. It also facilitates dispute reso-
lution through mechanisms like neutral expert appoint-
ments and arbitration panels. The treaty has survived
more than six decades precisely because of this robust
structure. However, India’s recent unilateral actions and
threats to block or reduce the flow of water from the
western rivers not only breach the treaty but challenge
the authority and credibility of the World Bank’s media-
tion. Such behavior amounts to water terrorism and an
environmental aggression that could set a dangerous
precedent for international water politics.

This act amounts to water terrorism, an alarming
and dangerous escalation that can destabilize the
region. Pakistan’s economy is largely agrarian, with
agriculture contributing around 23% to the GDP and
employing nearly 38% of the labor force. More than

90% of our agricultural activity depends directly on
river water. If this lifeline is choked or blocked, the
consequences for Pakistan’s food security, employ-
ment, and economic stability will be devastating. A
country whose backbone is agriculture cannot afford
to have its water supplies weaponized by a hostile
neighbor. This is not merely a bilateral issue; it is a
human rights concern and an environmental hazard,
with implications for peace and regional stability.

Pakistan must remain alert and resolute. It is impera-
tive that we utilize every available diplomatic channel
to raise this issue, particularly highlighting India’s vio-
lations before the World Bank, the United Nations, and
other international platforms. The World Bank must also
act impartially and proactively to prevent further deterio-
ration. Silence or inaction at this stage would erode glob-
al trust in such treaties and embolden aggressive powers
to weaponize natural resources. It must be made clear
that any attempt to undermine the Indus Waters Treaty
is not just an attack on Pakistan—it is a direct challenge
to international law and the moral architecture of dis-
pute resolution between nations. Water is not a weapon.
It is a shared resource, a necessity of life, and a sacred
trust. If this lifeline is used as a tool of coercion, then
Pakistan will be compelled to respond in a language that
India understands, not out of aggression, but out of ne-
cessity. We have no desire for confrontation. Pakistan
has always been a proponent of regional peace, dia-
logue, and economic cooperation. But peace cannot
come at the cost of dignity or survival. India must un-
derstand that bullying will not bring respect, nor will
aggression yield stability. The path to lasting peace in
South Asia lies in cooperation, not coercion; in trea-
ties honored, not violated. Let the Indus Waters Trea-
ty remain a beacon of hope for peaceful coexistence.
But if one party insists on extinguishing that light,
the consequences will flow far beyond the riverbanks.
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Pak wants
peace hut
ready to
match any..

From Pace 01
the Iranian leadership to
the Prime Minister and
reaffirmed Iran’s commit-
ment to strengthening its
relations with Pakistan
and also playing its part
in bringing peace and sta-
bility in South Asia. He
also reiterated President
Pezeshkian’s invitation to
the Prime Minister, to un-
dertake an official visit to
Tehran during this year.
Meanwhile, Pakistan to-
day conducted a successful
training launch of the Fatah
Series  surface-to-surface
missile, reaffirming the
nation’s defense prepared-
ness and technological ca-
pabilities. The launch, part
of the ongoing Exercise
INDUS, was aimed at vali-
dating the missile’s key op-
erational parameters and
enhancing the readiness of
Pakistan Army’s strategic
units. The missile, with a
range of 120 kilometers,
represents a significant
advancement in Pakistan’s
short-range battlefield de-
terrence capability. The
launch was specifically
designed to evaluate and
ensure the functionality
of the missile’s advanced
navigation system and its
improved accuracy. These
features are crucial for pre-
cision targeting, especially
in dynamic combat scenar-
ios, thereby strengthening
the Pakistan Army’s ability
to engage a variety of tar-
gets with pinpoint accu-
racy. The Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC) and the Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) con-
gratulated all stakeholders
involved in the successful
test. They commended
the high level of coordina-
tion and professionalism
displayed by the troops,
as well as the technical
expertise of the engineers
and scientists. Both mil-
itary leaders expressed
complete confidence in the
operational readiness and
technical proficiency of the
Pakistan Army, reiterating
the armed forces’ capabil-
ity to deter and respond
effectively to any form of
aggression. They further
emphasized that Paki-
stan’s strategic assets are
meant solely for maintain-
ing regional stability and
ensuring national defense.
At a time of heightened
security concerns in the
region, this successful test
highlights Pakistan’s com-
mitment to safeguarding
its territorial integrity and
its ongoing efforts to mod-
ernize its defense systems.

Afghani-
stan’s sover-
eignty is not

a threat...

From Pace 01
investment in dialogue and
the recognition that secu-
rity is collective, not com-
petitive. Whether world
likes it or not, it must come
to terms with the fact that
Afghanistan is a sovereign
country, with the right to
define its own foreign pol-
icy and choose its allies,
including India. Efforts to
isolate Kabul or pressure
it into subordination will
only further deepen re-
gional instability. Rather
than viewing Afghanistan
as a perpetual challenge,
the world has an opportu-
nity to redefine the rela-
tionship, that is grounded
in mutual respect, recog-
nition of sovereignty, and
constructive cooperation.
Such a shift would not only
restore bilateral trust but
also contribute to a more
peaceful and prosperous
South Asia. Respecting
Afghan  sovereignty is
not merely a diplomatic
courtesy, it is a strategic
imperative. Afghanistan’s
independence is not a
threat to Pakistan. It is, in
fact, the cornerstone of re-
gional peace and stability.

UNSC to
be apprised
about
false flag
operation

FroMm Pace 01
maintenance of interna-
tional peace and securi-
ty by taking appropriate
measures to address these
concerning developments.

Embassy the Netherlands, UNODC
join forces Ior gll'ls i00“lﬂll clinic

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), in close
partnership with the Embassy of the King-
dom of the Netherlands and the National
Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA),
successfully organized a high-impact foot-
ball clinic for young girls under the theme
“Building Bridges Through Sports.” Held
at the Football Factory in Islamabad, the
initiative exemplified the power of sports in
fostering inclusion, resilience, and peaceful
communities particularly among youth.
The event brought together over 35 foot-
ball-playing girls, aged 14-18, from Islam-
abad Model College for Girls (F-6/2) and
Islamabad Model College for Girls (I-10/4).
The clinic aimed to inspire teamwork,
leadership, and mutual respect through
structured sporting activities serving as a
platform for promoting social cohesion and
preventing violent extremism (PVE) at the
grassroots level. In his opening remarks,
Mr. Troels Vester, UNODC Country Repre-
sentative in Pakistan, emphasized:

“At UNODC, we firmly believe that when
young people especially young girls are
given meaningful opportunities to partic-
ipate, to lead, and to shape decisions that
affect their lives, they become powerful
agents of resilience against the forces of
radicalization and violence.” Represent-

ing NACTA, a senior official highlighted
the importance of youth engagement and
gender-responsive initiatives in achieving
the goals of Pakistan’s National Policy on
Preventing Violent Extremism (NPVE).
They noted that community-based ap-

proaches particularly those
sports and education are essential in cul-
tivating peaceful, inclusive societies.

Her Excellency Ms. Henny Fokel de Vries,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Neth-
erlands to Pakistan, commended the initi-

ative, stating: “Sport has the extraordinary
ability to unite, empower, and inspire. We
are proud to support efforts that strength-
en community ties and offer young people a
safe and constructive outlet to thrive.”

The event featured Ms. Kayanat Bokhari, a
professional footballer and youth mentor,
who engaged directly with participants, shar-
ing her personal journey as an athlete and
encouraging the girls to pursue their goals
with passion and perseverance. Her interac-
tion provided a powerful role model for the
aspiring players and highlighted the impor-
tance of visibility and mentorship in youth
development. The Football Clinic was made
possible with the collaboration with Football
Factory, founded by Faizan Sameer. The
clinic included a range of engaging activities
such as Freeze Tag with a ball, dribble relays,
the Pass & Move Challenge, and small-sided
matches. The day concluded with fun chal-
lenges including the Crossbar Challenge and
Dribble Maze, followed by a group reflection
session where participants shared their ex-
periences of inclusion, discipline, and unity,
lessons that extend far beyond the football
pitch. Through initiatives like “Building
Bridges Through Sports,” UNODC, NAC-
TA, and the Embassy of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands reaffirm their shared
commitment to promoting youth empower-
ment, advancing gender inclusion, and pre-
venting violent extremism through mean-
ingful, community-centered engagement.

involving

Leverkusen draw hands Kane’s
Bayern Bundesliga title

BERLIN: Bayern Munich
were crowned German
champions for the 34th
time on Sunday, giving
striker Harry Kane his first
major trophy, after sec-
ond-placed Bayer Leverk-
usen drew 2-2 at Freiburg.
Bayern’s 3-3 draw at RB
Leipzig on Saturday, when
the Bavarians came from
two goals down to take
the lead before conceding
a stoppage-time equaliser,
meant defending Bundesli-
ga champions Leverkusen
needed to win at Freiburg
to delay the title party.

Leverkusen were two goals
down before scoring twice
in the last 10 minutes.

But Xabi Alonso’s side
could not find a third, as
Bayern reclaimed the title
at the first attempt after
Leverkusen ended their 11-
year reign last season.

Alonso, who won three Bun-
desliga titles as a player with
Bayern, congratulated his for-

mer club. “Congratulations to
Bayern. It’s a deserved cham-
pionship. They were the more
consistent team over the
season and they deserve the
shield,” Alonso told DAZN.
Kane, who had never pre-
viously won silverware,
was among a group of Bay-
ern players who gathered
to watch the Leverkusen
game in Munich on Sunday.
The England captain was
suspended for the match at
Leipzig but will return this
Saturday against Borus-
sia Moenchengladbach at
home, where Bayern will be
presented with the Bunde-
sliga shield at full-time.
Given Bayern’s far superior
goal difference, Leverkus-
en’s chances of defending
their title were already all
but impossible. Freiburg’s
Maximilian Eggestein hit a
stunning goal from outside
the box before half-time and
Piero Hincapie was pres-
sured into scoring an own

goal just after the break.
Florian Wirtz netted a spec-
tacular solo goal with eight
minutes remaining, carving
through the middle of the
field before firing the ball in
off the post. Jonathan Tah
headed Leverkusen level
in stoppage time, but the
visitors were unable to find
the third goal which would
have extended their spell as
champions. The result left
Leverkusen, who became
the first team in history to
win the title unbeaten last
season, eight points behind
Bayern with two games re-
maining. With the faint title
hopes gone, Leverkusen’s
focus will turn to keeping
hold of Alonso and Wirtz,
who could both be headed
for the exit in summer.
Alonso has a contract at
Leverkusen until 2026 but
has been heavily linked
with Real Madrid, where
he spent five seasons as a
player. Wirtz’s deal expires

in 2027 but the Germany
midfielder is reportedly
considering a big-money
move to Bayern. Tah, who
has already confirmed he
will leave the club on a free
transfer after a decade in
Leverkusen, said: “(We
had) too little intensity, we
had too few runs in behind.
It didn’t work today.”

The Germany centre-back
has been linked with moves
to Barcelona and Bayern.
The late goal meant Leverk-
usen extended their unbeat-
en streak away from home
to 33 games, equalling a
Bundesliga record set by
Bayern. The draw keeps
Freiburg in fourth, one point
clear of Borussia Dortmund,
in the final Champions
League spot. Freiburg have
never played in Europe’s
top competition. Eintracht
Frankfurt were held to a
1-1 draw at Mainz, missing
a chance to seal Champions
League qualification. - APP

Volleyball: Sunbirds

Wm SV.League
men’s championship

JAPAN: Suntory Sunbirds Osaka claimed the inaugural
men’s title of Japanese volleyball’s rebranded SV.League
on Monday with a three-set win over JTEKT Stings
Aichi in Game 2 of the best-of-three final. The Sunbirds
followed Saturday’s come-from-behind Game 1 victory
with a 29-27, 25-16, 25-22 win at LalLa arena Tokyo-Bay
in Funabashi, Chiba Prefecture. The Sunbirds ended the
seesaw opening set with a spike by Ran Takahashi after
saving three set points. The Osaka-based club kept the mo-
mentum going in the next two sets. The SV.League was
launched last year with the aim of becoming the world’s
most competitive and popular volleyball league by 2030.
SV.League clubs have lured many big-name players from
around the world. The Sunbirds finished the regular sea-
son in second place behind Osaka Bluteon, who lost in
the semifinals to the fourth-place Stings. - Agencies

Spurs take control
in Europa semi
against Bodo/Glimt

LONDON: Tottenham closed in on a place in the Europa
League final after Brennan Johnson struck just 38 sec-
onds into their 3-1 win against Norwegian side Bodo/
Glimt. Johnson’s quick-fire opener was followed by James
Maddison’s strike before the interval in the semi-final
first leg at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. Dominic
Solanke’s second-half penalty should have been the end
of the tie. But a late goal from Ulrik Saltnes ensured the
second leg on May 8 will be a nervous occasion for belea-
guered Tottenham boss Ange Postecoglou. Postecoglou
will also have to sweat on the fitness of Solanke and Mad-
dison after both limped off with injuries. If Tottenham can
get the job done in Norway, they will face Manchester
United or Athletic Bilbao in the final on May 21, with the
tournament winners qualifying for the Champions League
next season. United are on course for the final after win-
ning 3-0 in Bilbao in the first leg. “We’re in a good posi-
tion. I thought the players were outstanding. They were
everything they needed to be, really calm going forward
and maintained the pressure,” Postecoglou said. “Bodo/
Glimt scored a late goal, so the scoreline didn’t totally
reflect our dominance. “We have to accept that but if we
repeat that performance next week it will be enough for
us to get through.” An all-Premier League clash in the
final would present a fascinating duel between two clubs
enduring miserable domestic campaigns. Languishing in
16th place in the Premier League, Tottenham’s woeful 5-1
thrashing at Liverpool on Sunday was a club record-equal-
ling 19th defeat in the top flight this season. — Agencies

‘Lucky number seven’ for Ruud after
beating Draper to clinch Madrid Open

MADRID: Casper Ruud joked seven was his lucky number
after claiming the most important trophy of his career in
his seventh big final as he beat Jack Draper on Sunday to
win the Madrid Open. The Norwegian, a three-time Grand
Slam runner-up, earned his first Masters 1000 triumph
with a 7-5, 3-6, 6-4 victory over the Briton in a two-and-a-
half hour tussle at the Manolo Santana stadium.

Rising star Draper, who will move fifth in the world
rankings on Monday above Novak Djokovic, was hoping
to add to his Indian Wells title in March but Ruud out-
lasted him in his third Masters final.

“This was my seventh big final if you count them all, so
seven is a lucky number, I guess,” laughed Ruud.

“So it was worth the wait in the end. I've never really been
too close in any of the finals when I look back - I've lost the
majority of them in straight sets.”

After his prior struggles on the big occasion, also losing
in the 2022 ATP Finals showpiece to Djokovic, Ruud was
grateful to triumph in the Spanish capital.

“It is a mix somewhat of a relief and happiness and just
pure joy,” he explained.

“I know, based on the last years that I've had on tour, how
tough it is to do well at the biggest tournaments, and ['ve
never been able to get over the finish line as a champi-
on, but today I was able to.” Draper had been looking for
the first clay court title of his career. “Congratulations to
Casper on this win, you really deserve it - you were braver
than me in the key moments,” said Draper.

“This sport is brutal but I will keep trying, I think this
loss will make me better.” The 26-year-old Ruud, ranked
15th, blinked first with back-to-back double faults to
give Draper a break for 2-1 in the first set.

However in a seventh-game hold the Norwegian upped

his power and showed his quality, hinting at the fight-
back which was to follow.

Serving for the set Draper was unable to polish off his
opponent, who broke to tie the set at 5-5.

Ruud held and then broke to claim the first set as Drap-
er mishit a forehand. It was the first set Draper had
dropped at the tournament and he ranted aloud to his
team to release his frustration.

- ‘Start of my journey’ -

Draper’s tactic seemed to work as he produced his best
tennis in a brilliant second set in which he made just one
unforced error and let his rasping forehand shine.

Draper broke in the seventh game for a 4-3 lead, saved two
break points in the eighth and then broke again himself to
claim the second set, with his third set point.

In the decider Draper saved three break points to hold in
the hard-fought third game, which lasted over 10 minutes.
Ruud broke in the fifth game and consolidated for a 4-2
lead, with his first title of this stature in sight after 12 ATP
titles at 250 and 500 level.

The tiring Draper saved a break point in the seventh game
despite being docked a first serve for a time violation, and
Ruud held for 5-3 to leave Draper serving to stay in the
match. The 23-year-old found a second wind and held to
love to make Ruud serve it out.

Despite never triumphing at this level Ruud powered
through his final service game, opening up three match
points and taking the first, with Draper sending a reply
into the stands to end it.

“I honestly feel like I'm at the start of my journey,” said
Draper. “I'm going to keep on improving and keep on
pushing hard and keep these sort of tough moments in my
head to keep on driving myself to be better.” - APP

“Art for Life - Art for Gaza: The Nakha Continues”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A powerful
cultural initiative titled “Art
for Life — Art for Gaza: The
Nakba Continues” opened
at the Silk Road Cultural
Center, located at the Sir
Syed Memorial Complex,
Islamabad. The week-long
workshop and exhibition,
running from April 30 to
May 7, 2025, is being organ-
ized by His Excellency Jamal
Shah, former Federal Minis-
ter for Culture and National
Heritage, in collaboration
with Pakistani and inter-
national artists, sculptors,
painters, and musicians.

This cultural week serves
as a humanitarian and
artistic response to the
decades-long  oppression
of the Palestinian people,
particularly the intensified
genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing since October 7, 2023.
It seeks to challenge the
false narrative propagated
by the Zionist movement
— that Palestine was a land

without a people — and to
reaffirm the enduring pres-
ence, identity, and rights of
the Palestinian nation.

Speaking at the opening,
Jamal Shah emphasized the
power of art as a universal

-
Es

language capable of unit-
ing humanity against all
forms of injustice, including
apartheid, genocide, and
violations of internation-
al law. He highlighted the
workshop’s core message:

that the struggle for Pal-
estinian freedom is not
just a political cause, but
a deeply human one, de-
serving of global solidarity
and artistic expression.
Participants from across

the world are contributing
their voices through visual
arts, sculpture, and music,
expressing solidarity with
the Palestinian people and
calling for the upholding of
international law, the right

to self-determination, and
the establishment of an
independent  Palestinian
state with Jerusalem as its
capital. Organizers extend-
ed heartfelt gratitude to the
people, government, politi-
cal leadership, and armed
forces of Pakistan for their
unwavering support of the
Palestinian cause, echo-
ing the vision and values
of Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah, who stood
firmly for justice and op-
pressed peoples.

Special thanks were also
extended to Jamal Shah
for his continuous efforts
in blending culture and
activism, and for using art
as a medium to raise global
awareness about Palestine.
This initiative not only cel-
ebrates artistic freedom
but also reaffirms Paki-
stan’s commitment to the
struggle of the Palestinian
people, reinforcing that
the Nakba is not just histo-
ry — it is a continuing re-
ality that must be acknowl-
edged and addressed.

SC reserves
verdictin
military
trial case

From Pace 01
we constantly face signifi-
cant threats,” he said. The
attorney general informed
the court that disciplinary
action was taken by the mil-
itary over negligence in the
Jinnah House attack, and
three senior officers were
retired without pension and
benefits. These included a
Lieutenant General, a Brig-
adier, and a Lieutenant Colo-
nel. He further said that dis-
satisfaction was expressed
regarding the performance
of 14 officers, who will not
be considered for future pro-
motions. Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail asked whether
any criminal proceedings
had been initiated against
any officers. The attorney
general replied that criminal
proceedings would have tak-
en place if a crime had been
committed; the disciplinary
actions were taken for fail-
ing to prevent the May 9
incident. Justice Mandokhail
remarked that under the
Army Act, criminal punish-
ment must accompany de-
partmental action. The AGP
responded that the officers
who exercised restraint
were the ones subjected
to disciplinary action. The
court later reserved its rul-
ing on the intra-court appeal
against the verdict barring
military trials of civilians.
At the conclusion of the
hearing, the head of the Su-
preme Court’s Constitution-
al Bench, Justice Aminud-
din, said that a short order
would be announced later
this week. Protests broke
out nationwide on May 9,
2023, following the arrest
of Imran Khan by security
forces within the premis-
es of the Islamabad High
Court. Some protesters also
targeted military facilities,
such as the Corps Com-
mander House in Lahore
and the General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi.

India may
launch
attack along
LoC: Asif

From Pace 01
on April 22 in an attack tar-
geting tourists in Pahalgam.
New Delhi linked Islamabad
to the attack without offer-
ing any evidence and took a
flurry of punitive measures
to downgrade ties, including
suspending the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty, revoking visas
of Pakistanis, and closing
Wagah-Attari border cross-
ing, among others. Islama-
bad, in response, ordered
the expulsion of Indian
diplomats and military ad-
visers, cancelling visas for
Indian nationals, with the
exception of Sikh pilgrims,
and closing the main border
crossing from its side. Paki-
stan also denies involvement
in the attack and offered to
take part in a credible and
transparent  investigation.
Speaking to reporters to-
day, Asif said that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
already called for the con-
stitution of an international
commission to investigate
the incident. “Such a probe
would expose whether India
itself or any internal group
was involved, and clarify
the truth behind New Del-
hi’'s baseless allegations
against Pakistan,” he added.

Aggression

to be
responded

forcefully...

From Pack 01
the testimony of the local
population, and the con-
ditions themselves, the
media got the opportunity
to know the truth of these
Indian claims. Speaking
on the occasion, Attaullah
Tarar said India had repeat-
edly made baseless allega-
tions against Pakistan. “To-
day we have put all the facts
before the international
and domestic media”, At
taullah Tarar maintained.
The minister said that the
places that India had been
declaring as imaginary
terrorist camps were ac-
tually areas of the general
civilian population. “Paki-
stan is a responsible state
that not only committed
to regional and even glob-
al peace,” Attaullah Tarar
said, adding Islamabad al-
ways condemns terrorism
or terrorist activities in
any part of the world. “We
have repeatedly proven
through our actions that
we are advocates of peace.
We will go to any extent
to defend our sovereign-
ty,” Attaullah Tarar stated.
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_PSK
witnesses
bearish
trend, losses
11.70 points

ISLAMABAD:The  100-In-
dex of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange  (PSX)  wit
nessed bearish trend on
Monday, shedding 11.70
points, a negative change
of 0.01 percent, closing at
114,102.24 points as com-
pared to 114,113.94 points
on last trading day. A total
of 399,538,878 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 372,363,708
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 19.852
billion against Rs 23.285
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 452 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market,240
of them recorded gains
and 155 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
57 companies remained un-
changed. The three top trad-
ing companies were Power
Cement as with 41,339,300
shares at Rs 14.91 per
share, WorldCall Telecom
with 23,846,954 shares at
Rs 1.29 per share and Ma-
ple Leaf with 23,586,230
shares at Rs 71.60 per
share. PIA Holding Com-
pany Limited witnessed a
maximum increase of Rs
480.30 per share closing at
Rs 5,283.86 whereas run-
ner-up was Nestle Pakistan
Limited with Rs 288.09 rise
in its share price to close at
Rs 7,190.36.—APP

Gold price
increases Rs
7,800 per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price
of 24 karat per tola gold
witnessed an increase of
Rs.7,800 on Monday and
was sold at Rs.350,000
against  its sale at
Rs.342,200 on the previous
trading day, All Pakistan
Sarafa Gems and Jewel
ers Association reported.
The prices of 10 grams of
24 karat also increased by
Rs.6,687 to Rs.300,068
from Rs 293,381 where-
as the price of 10 grams
of 22 Karat increased by
Rs.6,130 to Rs.275,072
from Rs.268,942. The rates
of per tola silver increased
by Rs.43 to Rs.3,425
whereas that of ten gram
silver went up by Rs.37
to Rs.2,936. The price of
gold in the international
market increased by $76 to
$3,316 from $3,240 where-
as that of silver went up by
$0.43 to $32.43, the Asso-
ciation reported.—APP

UNSC urged

to ensure self-

determination
right for

Kashmiri people

MOSCOW: Ambassador of
Pakistan to Moscow Mu-
hammad Khalid Jamali has
urged the United Nations
Security Council to ensure
the right to self-determina-
tion for the people of Kash-
mir to eliminate the root
causes of escalating ten-
sions in the region. “I be-
lieve that the root cause of
the problem in [Indian] Jam-
mu and Kashmir is the right
to self-determination for the
Kashmiri people, which was
promised to them by the
international ~ community
through various UN Securi-
ty Council resolutions. This
needs to be addressed for
a permanent, sustainable
and durable peace,” he said
in an interview with TASS,
the Russian state-owned
news agency, published on
Monday. Asked whether
Pakistan was approaching
Russia to take part in the
investigation into the attack
in Pahalgam, the ambassa-
dor said, “We are open [to
it]. We want this investiga-
tion to be conducted and
this blame game to stop.”
“There are incidents from
time to time, and without
addressing the root caus-
es, Pakistan is blamed for
this,” Jamali pointed out.
He recalled that in connec-
tion with the Ukraine con-
flict, Russia has also always
pointed to the need to ad-
dress the root causes.

He said that when political
disputes continue for a long
time, resentment arises and
such incidents are likely to
occur. It’s always very easy
to blame and make some-
one a scapegoat,” he com-

South Asian artist residency program
2025 exhibition opens at PNCA

The South Asian Artist Residency Program 2025 was made possible through the collaboration of the
Embassy of Pakistan in Nepal, the High Commission of Pakistan in the Maldives, the Ministry of Foreign

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
National Council of the Arts
(PNCA) proudly announces
the opening of the South
Asian Artist Residency Pro-
gram 2025 exhibition, show-
casing works created by vis-
iting artists from Nepal and
the Maldives following their
month-long cultural immer-
sion across Pakistan. The
exhibition was officially in-
augurated today by a distin-
guished panel of dignitaries
including H.E. Emmanuel
R. Fernandez, Ambassador
of the Philippines; H.E. Ms.
Rita Dhital, Ambassador
of Nepal to Pakistan; Ms.
Aishath Yasmeen, Head of
Mission from the Maldives;
Mr. Chen Peng, Cultural
Counselor, Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China;
Mr. Shahnawaz, Director
(South Asia), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs ,Mr. M. Ay-
oub Jamali, Director Gen-
eral of PNCA along with
Ms. Mariam Ahmed, the
Coordinator &  Curator.
The exhibition features
a powerful collection of
artworks inspired by the
artists’ journey through Pa-

kistan’s diverse landscapes
and rich cultural heritage—
including historical Lahore,
coastal Karachi, and the
majestic northern region of
Skardu. Reflecting on their

experiences, the artists
expressed heartfelt appre-
ciation for the opportunity.
Ms. Bidhata KC shared,
“One of the most wonderful
experiences—Pakistan has
always been a source of in-
spiration for me, especially

through the richness of its
artistic heritage. There’s a
timeless beauty in its art
that continues to move me
deeply.” Ms. Aishath Laisha
Saud noted, “The exhibi-
tion went smoothly, and
everyone present has been
very kind. I was nervous,
but it’s okay.” Meanwhile,
Ms. Mariyam Barsha Mo-
hamed added, “It was my
first residency, and I am
very grateful to have had

Affairs of Pakistan, and the Pakistan National Council of t

the opportunity to explore
such a beautiful country
and to showcase my work.”
“Each piece represents not
merely a visual record but a
deeply personal interpreta-
tion of Pakistan’s multifac-
eted identity—its historical
grandeur, natural beauty,
cultural vibrancy, and hu-
man warmth,” shared the
program coordinator and
exhibition curator. Ms.
Bidhata KC (Nepal) A multi-
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disciplinary artist exploring
identity and cultural memo-
ry through a blend of tradi-
tional techniques and con-
temporary concepts. Ms.
Aishath Laisha Saud (Mal-
dives): Known for translat-
ing emotional responses
through expressive acrylic
works. Ms. Mariyam Bar-
sha Mohamed (Maldives):
A diverse practitioner
capturing storytelling el-
ements inspired by natu-
ral environments. During
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their residency, the artists
explored architectural
landmarks like the Wazir
Khan Mosque and Bad-
shahi Mosque in Lahore,
cultural institutions such
as the National College
of Arts, the shores of Ka-
rachi’s Seaview, and the
breathtaking landscapes
of Shighar Lake, Kachura
Lake, Soq Valley, and Sad-
para Lake in Skardu. “This
exhibition stands as a tes-
tament to the power of cul-

tural exchange and artistic
dialogue across South
Asian borders,” the cu-
rator added. The South
Asian Artist Residency
Program 2025 was made
possible through the col-
laboration of the Embas-
sy of Pakistan in Nepal,
the High Commission of
Pakistan in the Maldives,
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Pakistan, and
the Pakistan National
Council of the Arts.

Uzbekistan and Pakistan: Accelerators
of interregional Dialogue

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In the con-
temporary world of inter-
national relations, the “re-
gion-to-region” cooperation
format is gaining increasing
popularity. Current challeng-
es in the areas of security,
sustainable economic devel-
opment, and social stability
require not only the active
involvement of nation-states
and individual regions but
also the advancement of
interregional  cooperation.
This format facilitates the
edmergence of new trends in
the international arena and
contributes to the strength-
ening of multilevel part-
nerships. One of the most
prominent examples of such
cooperation is the dialogue
between Central and South
Asia, which is becoming a
significant trend within the
broader Eurasian context.
The international confer-
ence “Central and South

Asia: Regional Connectivi-
ty. Challenges and Oppor-
tunities,” held in Tashkent
in July 2021, served as a
starting point, giving impe-
tus to the development of
interregional  cooperation.
The upcoming Termez Dia-
logue, scheduled for May of
this year, promises to mark
a new stage in this process.
Within the framework of this
dialogue, Uzbekistan and Pa-
kistan are expected to play a
pivotal role, being regarded
as key actors capable of shap-
ing the trajectory of further
rapprochement and coordi-
nation between the two re-
gions. The interregional co-
operation format of “Central
- South Asia” has attracted
the interest of many major
global powers. Originally, the
initiative was promoted by
the United States as a tool
for enhancing regional con-
nectivity. However, following
the U.S. military withdrawal
from Afghanistan in 2021,
Washington’s  engagement
in promoting this format

has notably diminished. Cur-
rently, China and Russia are
showing significant interest
in the initiative, viewing it
as a potential instrument for
expanding their influence
across Eurasia. Neverthe-
less, their involvement re-
mains largely political and
declarative, lacking concrete
financial commitments and
well-defined projects under
the “region-toregion” co-
operation framework. India
and Iran also support the
idea of regional interaction
but prioritize maritime trans-
port routes - such as the
port hubs of Chabahar and
Mumbai - which they per-
ceive as more promising for
connectivity than land corri-
dors traversing Afghanistan.
In contrast, Uzbekistan and
Pakistan have demonstrated
the most tangible interest
and practical engagement
in developing the “Central
- South Asia” cooperation
format. These two countries
have emerged as key ben-
eficiaries of this initiative,

advancing economic and
transport projects backed
by concrete investments
and institutional efforts. In
the long term, the depth of
their engagement, their po-
litical will, and their financial
commitment will be decisive
in shaping the dynamics
and effectiveness of inter-
regional cooperation within
the “region-to-region” para-
digm. At the current stage,
Uzbekistan and Pakistan
are demonstrating a notable
shift in their foreign policy
strategies from geopolitical
priorities to geoeconomic
ones. Uzbekistan is pursuing
a pragmatic and multi-vector
foreign policy, aiming for ac-
tive participation in major
infrastructure and logistics
initiatives spanning the Eur-
asian continent. Key projects
in which the country is in-
volved include the Middle
Corridor, the Belt and Road
Initiative, the North-South
International Transport
Corridor, and the Trans-Af-
ghan Corridor.—APP

UK royals lead cele-
brations to mark 80
years since WWII end

LONDON: A military parade, fly-past and balcony appear-
ance by the royal family on Monday kicked off four days of
UK celebrations marking 80 years since the end of World War
II. King Charles III saluted as around 1,000 members of the
UK armed forces, joined by NATO colleagues from the US,
France and Germany, along with 11 soldiers from Ukraine
waving their country’s flag reached the end of the proces-
sion in front of Buckingham Palace. Tens of thousands defied
the damp weather on the Union Jacklined Mall to watch the
parade, which began with Winston Churchill’s 1945 victory
speech, voiced by actor Timothy Spall. “Do not yield to vio-
lence and tyranny, march straight forward and die if need be,
unconquered,” bellowed Spall, standing in front of Churchill’s
statue in Parliament Square. The procession culminated in a
fly past featuring aerobatic team The Red Arrows and 23 cur-
rent and historic military aircraft, which the 76-year-old mon-
arch watched from the balcony of Buckingham Palace. Charles
and Queen Camilla were joined by Princess Anne, Prince Ed-
ward, Prince William and his wife Catherine along with their
children George, Charlotte and Louis. As European countries
gear up to celebrate Victory in Europe (VE) Day on May 8, the
war in Ukraine is a reminder “that peace is never to be taken
for granted,” Charles told the Italian parliament last month
“Today, sadly, the echoes of those times — which we fer-
vently hoped had been consigned to history — reverberate
across our continent,” the king said. It was from the same
balcony on May 8, 1945, that King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth — alongside daughters princesses Elizabeth and
Margaret, and then-prime minister Churchill — greeted
tens of thousands of Londoners celebrating what Churchill
declared the “day of victory in Europe.”—APP

Lebanon holds first
local polls in almost
10 years

BEIRUT: The first municipal elections in Lebanon began on
Sunday after a more than nine-year hiatus. Voting is taking
place by region, with the first round in the Mount Lebanon
districts, including Beirut’s southern suburbs. According
to the Interior Ministry, 9,321 candidates, including 1,179
women, are running in Mount Lebanon, vying for seats on
333 municipal councils. Voter turnout exceeded 35 percent
less than three hours before the polls closed at 7 p.m. local
time. President Joseph Aoun highlighted the vote’s signifi-
cance in restoring confidence among the Lebanese people
and international community, demonstrating that Lebanon
is rebuilding its institutions and is on the right path. The
polls are the first of his presidential term and are seen
as an indicator of voting trends ahead of parliamentary
elections in May 2026. Parts of northern Lebanon will
vote next Sunday, May 11, while Beirut and the eastern
Bekaa Valley are scheduled to go to the polls on May 18.
Voters in the southern regions, severely damaged follow-
ing clashes between Israel and Hezbollah, will cast their
ballots on May 24. Lebanon’s presidential vacuum and
security developments since October 2023 have affected
the civic election process for almost a decade. Authori-
ties last conducted a local ballot in 2016. Polling stations
opened in Mount Lebanon, the first governorate to begin
the elections, under the personal supervision of Aoun.
After two visits to the Ministry of Defense and Ministry
of Interior in the morning, Aoun said he had “full confi-
dence in the success of this constitutional entitlement.”
He said: “What we are witnessing today in Mount Lebanon
will motivate the other governorates.—APP

Naqvi visits Oman Police
to discuss bilateral coop

Minister Naqvi briefed the Omani Interior Minister on Pakistan’s principled
stance regarding the recent escalation in tensions between Pakistan and India

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi Monday visited headquarters of Oman Police and Customs, where
he was warmly received by Lieutenant General Hassan bin Mohsen Al Shuraiki, Chief of Oman Police and Customs.

Minister Naqvi held an important meeting with Lt. Gen. Al Shuraiki, during which they discussed enhancing bilateral
cooperation in policing, counter-terrorism, and anti-smuggling efforts. Both sides agreed to strengthen mutual collabora-
tion and communication to combat drug and smuggling mafias,said a press release issued here. The Omani police chief
praised the contributions of the Pakistani community to Oman’s development and economic strength. Minister Naqvi
expressed gratitude to Lt. Gen. Al Shuraiki for assuring solutions to the visa-related issues faced by Pakistani nationals.
He also offered training programs in Pakistan for Omani police, coast guards, and customs officers, stating: “We have
excellent academies and are ready to provide training.” He extended an invitation to Lt. Gen. Al Shuraiki to visit Pakistan.
Speaking on domestic reforms, Minister Naqvi revealed, “We have cancelled passports of 50,000 individuals involved in
various crimes. They will be barred from traveling abroad for five years.” He emphasized that joint efforts with Oman
will be made to curb illegal immigration and assured full assistance in repatriating Pakistani prisoners from Omani jails.
“Oman and Pakistan are bound by deep-rooted, brotherly, and historic ties,” said Lt. Gen. Al Shuraiki. “We are ready to
closely coordinate with Pakistan on drug control and anti-smuggling measures. Minister Naqvi’s practical proposals are
commendable,” he added. During his visit, Minister Naqvi met with members of the Pakistani community, notable figures,
and diplomatic officials in Oman. He briefed the diaspora on Pakistan’s principled stance regarding the regional situation,
reiterating that “Pakistan is a peace-loving country and desires lasting peace in the region. However, our brave armed forc-
es are always prepared to respond to any misadventure with full force.” “Peace is our desire, but those who mistake it for
weakness are misguided,” he added. “Today, every child of Pakistan stands shoulder to shoulder with our armed forces.”
The Pakistani community welcomed the minister’s stance and lauded his engagement. Minister Naqvi attentively listened
to their concerns and personally noted down each issue. On the spot, he issued directives to the Director General of the
Ministry of Interior for prompt resolution of the raised matters. The community expressed appreciation, stating: “Many
ministers came before, but none took such practical steps to resolve our issues. You have won our hearts by taking imme-
diate action.” “Your visit has given us real hope,” the community added. Minister Naqvi emphasized, “Pakistanis abroad,
including in Oman, are our pride. Their issues are our own, and resolving genuine problems is my responsibility. From
now on, no issue related to FIA, NADRA, or the Ministry of Interior will remain unresolved.” “You are ambassadors of

Pakistan abroad. Raising the national flag high should be your top priority,” he urged.—DNA

Call for boosting PR, UAE
freight sector collaboration

Railways minister
meets UAE envoy

ISLAMABAD: Federal

Min-
ister for Railways Muham-
mad Hanif Abbasi met with
Ambassador of United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to Pakistan,
Hamad Obaid Alzaab on Mon-

term

agreement
Karachi Gateway Terminal,
a subsidiary of AD Ports
Group, and Pakistan Railways
for the development and oper-
ation of dedicated freight train
services. This proposed part-
nership aimed at providing a
significant boost to Pakistan’s
freight transportation capac-

between

Both the parties agreed to
move forward with negotia-
tions to finalize the framework
for this collaboration.

This partnership will pave
the way for improved con-
nectivity
efficiency,
kistan Railways to better
serve the national and re-

and operational
enabling Pa-

DUBAI: UAE Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid announced on
Sunday that artificial intel-
ligence lessons would be
introduced for public-school
children of all ages starting
the next academic year. In
a tweet on X, Sheikh Mo-
hammed wrote that the
UAE cabinet had approved
“the final curriculum to
introduce ‘Artificial Intelli-
gence’ as a subject across
all stages of government
education in the UAE, from
kindergarten to grade 12,
starting from the next aca-
demic year. “Our goal is to
teach our children a deep
understanding of Al from a
technical perspective, while
also fostering their aware-
ness of the ethics of this
new technology,” he contin-
ued. “Our responsibility is
to equip our children for a
time unlike ours, with con-
ditions different from ours.”
The step aims to equip
students with the essen-
tial knowledge and skills
to understand Al concepts
appropriate for each aca-
demic level. UAE Minister
of Education Sarah Al-Amiri
said this integration of Al
into classrooms reflects
the “UAE government’s
future-focused vision,” ac-
cording to a statement on
WAM News Agency. The
UAE will be among the first
countries to introduce Al in
school curricula, the state-
ment added.—APP

Yemen’s
Houthis

blame US for
fresh strikes

SANAA: Yemen's Hou-
this on Monday blamed
Washington for around 10
strikes in and around the
capital Sanaa, as the United
States pursues its campaign
against the Iran-backed
force The Houthi-run Saba
news agency said two US
strikes had targeted Ar-
baeen street in the capital,
another the airport road,
having earlier reported two
strikes it blamed on “Ameri-
can aggression” and a series
of prior bombardments on
Sanaa. The Houthi adminis-
tration’s health ministry said
14 people were wounded in
the Sawan neighborhood,
according to Saba. An AFP
journalist heard loud explo-
sions in the capital, which
has been controlled by the
Houthis since 2014. The bom-
bardment follows a Houthi
strike against Washington’s
ally Israel, which hit the pe-
rimeter of the country’s main
airport on Sunday. Eight
people were wounded in US
strikes on Sanaa in late April,
according to the Houthis,
who also reported strikes in
other parts of the country,
including their stronghold
Saada in the north. The Hou-

this, who control swathes of
Yemen, have launched mis-
siles and drones targeting
Israel and Red Sea shipping
throughout the Gaza war,
saying they act in solidarity
with Palestinians.—APP

gional logistics market.

The proposal reflects the
UAE’s commitment to in-
vesting in Pakistan’s in-
frastructure, further en-
hancing the economic ties
between the two nations.

ity. The UAE’s cooperation
will help increase Pakistan
Railways’ market share in the
freight sector, enhance its mul-
timodal transport capabilities
and contribute to the modern-
ization of its freight services.

day The meeting focused on
strengthening collaboration
between Pakistan Railways
and UAE in the freight sector,
said a news release. During
the meeting, the UAE envoy
expressed interest in a long-

mented. He told the inter-
viewer that Islamabad was
in constant contact with
Moscow on the issue of set-
tlement between Pakistan
and India.—APP
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Briefs

India starts
work on hydro
projects

NEW DELHI: DIndia has
begun work to boost reser-
voir holding capacity at two
hydroelectric projects in the
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK), sources with knowledge
of the matter told media,
after fresh tension with Pa-
kistan led it to suspend a
water-sharing pact.

The work represents the
first tangible step by India
to operate outside agree-
ments covered by the Indus
Waters Treaty, unbroken
since 1960 despite three
wars and several other
conflicts between the nu-
clear-armed rivals. Last
month, however, New Del-
hi suspended the pact that
ensures supply to 80% of
Pakistani farms after an at-
tack in IIOJK killed 26, and
it identified two of the three
assailants as Pakistani.
Islamabad has threatened
international legal action
over the suspension and de-
nied any role in the attack,
warning, “Any attempt to
stop or divert the flow of
water belonging to Paki-
stan ... will be considered
as an act of war”. A “res-
ervoir flushing” process to
remove sediment began on
Thursday, carried out by
India’s biggest hydropower
company, staterun NHPC
Ltd, and authorities in IIO-
JK, the three sources said.
The work may not imme-
diately threaten supply to
Pakistan, which depends
on rivers flowing through
India for much of its irriga-
tion and hydropower, but it
could eventually be affected
if other projects launch sim-
ilar efforts. — Agencies

RCCI
concerned
over tax
laws Amend

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The business
community across Pakistan
has expressed serious con-
cern over the promulgation of
the Tax Laws (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2025, terming it a
direct violation of business au-
tonomy and a blow to investor
confidence. In a statement,
RCCI  President Usman
Shaukat voiced strong oppo-
sition to the sweeping pow-
ers granted to the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) un-
der the new Ordinance.

“We categorically reject the
arbitrary and coercive pro-
visions introduced through
this Ordinance,” said Mr.
Shaukat. “Allowing tax of-
ficers to be stationed at
markets and business prem-
ises is an outright infringe-
ment on business freedom
and will lead to increased
harassment under the guise
of documentation and com-
pliance.” One of the most
alarming aspects of the
Ordinance is the authority
given to the FBR to recov-
er tax liabilities by directly
withdrawing funds from a
taxpayer’s bank account if
their appeal is rejected by
the High Court or dismissed
by the Supreme Court.

Forces kill
8 khwarij

DNA

RAWALPINDIL: On 4-5 May
2025, eight Khwarij were
killed during multiple engage-
ments in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Province. An IBO was
conducted by the Security
Forces in general area Mir
Ali, North Waziristan District.
During the conduct of oper-
ation, own troops effectively
engaged the khwarij location
and resultantly, three khwarij
were sent to hell. In another
IBO, conducted in South Wa-
ziristan District, two Khwarij
were successfully neutral-
ized by the security forces.
However, during intense fire
exchange, one brave son of
soil, Naik Mujahid Khan (age:
40 years, resident of District
Kohat) having fought gallant-
ly, paid the ultimate sacrifice
and embraced shahadat. Two
more engagements took
place between own troops
and khwarij in Khyber and
Bannu Districts, resulting
in killing of three khwarij.
Weapons, ammunition and ex-
plosives were also recovered
from the killed khwarij, who
remained actively involved in
numerous terrorist activities
in the area against the secu-
rity forces as well as target
killing of innocent civilians.

President, Chinese envoy
discuss regional tensions

The Chinese Ambassador reaffirmed the enduring and time-tested friendship
between China and Pakistan, describing the relationship as one of “ironclad
brothers” who have always supported each other in challenging times

ISLAMABAD: China’s Ambassador in Pak1stan, Mr Jiang Zaidong, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the People’s Republic
of China to Pakistan, Mr Jiang Zaidong, called on Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. The meeting dis-
cussed matters of bilateral importance, with a particular
focus on the ongoing situation between Pakistan and In-

dia in the aftermath of the Pahalgam incident.

During the meeting, President Zardari expressed con-
cern over the recent irresponsible and aggressive rhet-
oric by the Indian Government, saying that such actions
threaten regional peace and stability.

The Chinese Ambassador reaffirmed the enduring and
time-tested friendship between China and Pakistan, de-
scribing the relationship as one of “ironclad brothers”

who have always supported each other in challenging
times. He thanked President for sharing Pakistan’s
perspective, and emphasized that China would always
support Pakistan to achieve the common desire of both
countries to secure peace and stability in South Asia. The
President conveyed his deep appreciation and gratitude
to the Chinese Government for its consistent support,
which has always stood by Pakistan in difficult times.

‘Trump denies third
term ambitions citing
constitutional limits

He had previously stated that he was "not joking" about
seeking a third or even fourth term, later claiming
these statements were meant to provoke the media

CENTRELINE REPORT

WASHINGTON: "I'll be a two-term president. I always
thought that was very important,” says US president dur-
ing recent intervie United States President Donald Trump
has finally addressed the rumours regarding his potential
presidential bid in the 2028 election and put them to rest.
Speaking in an interview with NBC's Meet the Press that
aired on Sunday, Trump dismissed suggestions of seeking
a third term in office as he stated that he will adhere to the
two-term limit set by the Constitution, the BBC reported.

"T'll be an eight-year president, I'll be a two-term president. I al-
ways thought that was very important,” said Trump during the
interview. These remarks follow a history of comments where

President Trump had appeared to entertain the possibility of
staying in office beyond two terms. He had previously stated
that he was "not joking" about seeking a third or even fourth
term, later claiming these statements were meant to provoke
the media. Adding to the speculation, merchandise bearing
"Trump 2028" has been sold by his organisation. In the re-
cent interview, that took place at his Florida residence, the
78-year-old Republican president acknowledged that he has
received numerous requests to consider remaining in office.
"So many people want me to do it," he said, just days after
marking the first 100 days of his second term. Despite these
apparent calls for him to stay, Trump conceded that a third
term is likely not possible under the current legal frame-
work. "It's something that, to the best of my knowledge,
you're not allowed to do. I don't know if that's constitutional
that they're not allowing you to do it or anything else," said.

PTI stands united
with army against
Indian aggression

India’s Pahalgam propaganda aimed at
deepening Pakistan’s political divide,
turning PTT against army: sources

FaAisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s intelligence sources reveal that
following the Pahalgam incident, India launched a blame
campaign against the country with an apparent aim of
creating a rift between the military and the public. These
informed sources said the Indian propaganda effort was
designed to deepen political divisions within Pakistan, with
the expectation that supporters of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) would also turn against their own military and its
leadership. The conspiracy aimed to exploit the Pahalgam
attack to drive a wedge between the people and the armed
forces. “India has failed miserably in its malicious attempt,”
a senior official told The News, adding that the Pakistani
nation, as always, stood united behind its armed forces. The
source said India had anticipated that PTI’s social media
would join New Delhi’s anti-army and anti-Asim campaign,
but this did not materialise. Like other political parties, the
PTI leadership condemned India’s baseless accusations
and affirmed that the nation stands united in the face of
any foreign aggression. Indian media has been targeting
Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir more than any of
his predecessors, which is part of Modi government’s con-
spiracy. India Today published an article containing a raft
of allegations against the army chief. PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Ali Khan, when contacted, said the PTI stands
behind its army against India without any ifs and buts. He
said the nation stand united against India. He explained
that the PTI’s boycott is against the government’s briefing
as our stance was that APC should be convened in view of
the seriousness of the issue including the suspension of
the Indus water treaty by India, which is an “act of war”.

Moscow ready to resolve
Pakistan-India differences

It was stressed that Russia is ready to act for a political settlement of the situation
resulting from the act of terrorism of April 22 in the Pahalgam area of Kashmir
valley, in the event of a mutual desire on part of Islamabad and New Delhi

DNA

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov spoke
to his Pakistani counterpart on Sunday and offered Rus-

sia’s help in resolving tensions between Pakistan and India
over Kashmir, the foreign ministry said.

“Particular attention was paid to the significant rise in
tension between New Delhi and Islamabad,” the ministry
said in a statement, referring to Lavrov’s conversation with
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.
“It was stressed that Russia is ready to act for a political
settlement of the situation resulting from the act of ter-
rorism of April 22 in the Pahalgam area of the Kashmir
valley, in the event of a mutual desire on the part of Is-
lamabad and New Delhi,” the Russian Foreign Ministry
said in a statement posted on Telegram.

Lavrov’s conversation with Dar took place two days after
he spoke with Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar and also called for a settlement of differences
between the two neighbouring countries. Suspected mil-
itants killed at least 26 people in last week’s attack on a
mountain tourist destination in the Pahalgam area of the
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir valley. The
Muslim-majority region has been the focus of several wars,
an insurgency, and diplomatic standoffs. Russia has been
India’s largest weapons provider for decades and New Del-
hi and Moscow have had close ties since Soviet times.

‘Super Tax imposed
with appropriate
legislation’

ISLAMABAD: Advocate Raza Rabbani, Counsel for the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), has said Super Tax was
imposed after all required legislations and that all pro-
ceeds are directed to the federal consolidated budget.
Raza Rabbani, former Chairman Senate and Counsel for
the FBR in Constitutional Appeals against imposition of
the Super Tax was presenting his arguments before the
five member Constitutional Bench of the Supreme Court
headed by Justice Amin ud Din Khan. He stated that the
Super Tax was intended for the reconstruction of dam-
aged homes, emphasizing that it is distinct from income
tax and not limited to a specific region. Justice Jamal
Mandokhail inquired whether the tax had been imposed
under Article 173 of the Constitution. In response, Rab-
bani explained that Article 173 clearly outlines the taxa-
tion mechanism, stating that the Standing Committee on
Finance first reviews budget proposals, which are then
forwarded to the upper house for approval. Rabbani fur-
ther clarified that Article 4B, referenced in the matter,
is not for local purposes but pertains to local bodies. “It
explicitly states that the Super Tax is to be used for the
rehabilitation of destroyed houses. This does not desig-
nate a specific area,” he said. He reiterated that income
tax and Super Tax are two separate entities, with the
latter being imposed for a specific objective. - DNA

UN chief
calls for
restraint’ in
India, Pak
standoff

DNA

NITED NATIONS Sec-

retary-General Antonio
Guterres has urged nucle-
ararmed foes Pakistan and
India to exert “maximum re-
straint” and step back from
the brink of war as tensions
between the South Asian
neighbours soared. Rela-
tions have reached “a boiling
point,” Guterres told report-
ers, warning it was “essential
to avoid a military confronta-
tion that could easily spin out
of control. Now is the time for
maximum restraint and step-
ping back from the brink.”
Here is the transcript of
his message. “Tensions
between India and Paki-
stan are at their highest in
years.] deeply respect and
am profoundly grateful to
the Government and people
of both countries - and their
significant contributions to
the work of the United Na-
tions, not least UN peace-
keeping. And so it pains me
to see relations reaching a
boiling point. I understand
the raw feelings following
the awful terror attack in
Pahalgam on 22 April.
I once again strongly con-
demn that attack and extend
my condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims. Targeting
civilians is unacceptable
- and those responsible
must be brought to justice
through credible and lawful
means.It is also essential
- especially at this critical
hour - to avoid a military
confrontation that could eas-
ily spin out of control.

Romanian far-

right candidate

wins 1st round

ATHENS: Farright candi-
date George Simion won
the first round of Romania’s
presidential election re-run
Sunday by a large margin.
Simion, the candidate of the
Alliance for the Union of
Romanians (AUR), received
more than 40.2% with over
98% of the votes counted,
according to the Romanian
Permanent Electoral Au-
thority. He was followed by
the centrist mayor of the
capital city of Bucharest,
Nicusor Dan, with over
20.8%. Fellow Centrist Crin
Antonescu of the ruling So-
cial Democratic Party was
third with nearly 20.5%.

As no candidate garnered
the 50%+1 required majori-
ty to be elected, the country
will hold a second round of
elections on May 18. - APP
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