
ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister of Pakistan, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, accompanied by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Defence Minister, and the Services Chiefs, 

visited the Headquarters of Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). – DNA

Briefs

UK planning on restricting 
visa applications from Pak
Nigeria, Sri Lanka also in the list; applications 
for work, study visas from citizens of certain 
countries including Pakistan may be curbed

News Desk

LONDON: The United Kingdom is plan-
ning on restricting visa applications from 
nationalities considered most likely to 
overstay and claim asylum, a report has 
suggested. Applications for work and 
study visas from citizens of certain coun-
tries including Pakistan, Nigeria and Sri 
Lanka could be curbed by the Home Of-
fice, according to the Times newspaper.
The paper reported that the plans will 
be announced as part of the Immigration 
White Paper shortly, as the government 
looks to reduce net migration figures.
Labour promised in its manifesto that it 
would bring down the numbers. The party 
said that the overall level of net migration 
“must be properly controlled and man-
aged”. “Failure to do so reduces the in-

centives for businesses to train locally,” it 
added. A Home Office spokesperson said: 
“To tackle abuse by foreign nationals who 
arrive on work and study visas and go on to 
claim asylum, we are building intelligence 
on the profile of these individuals to iden-
tify them earlier and faster. “We keep the 
visa system under constant review and will 
where we detect trends, which may under-
mine our immigration rules, we will not 
hesitate to take action. “Under our plan for 
change, our upcoming Immigration White 
Paper will set out a comprehensive plan to 
restore order to our broken immigration 
system.” Figures released last month indi-
cated that the number of migrants applying 
for key visa routes into the UK had dropped 
by more than a third in a year. Applica-
tions across the worker, study, and family 
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Super Tax

SC raises 
many key 
questions
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD:The five-mem-
ber Constitutional Bench of 
the Supreme Court, head-
ed by Justice Amin-ud-Din 
Khan, conducted hearing 
on Tuesday regarding the 
Super Tax case. During the 
proceedings, Federal Board 
of Revenue (FBR) counsel 
Raza Rabbani appeared 
before the court. Justice 
Muhammad Ali Mazhar 
questioned the distribution 
of the super tax revenue, 
asking, “If 42.5% of the Rs. 
80 billion goes to the feder-
al government, where will 
the rest go?” Raza Rabbani 
responded that the feder-
al government receives its 
share under the National 
Finance Commission (NFC) 
Award. Justice Mazhar re-
marked that funds collected 
for a specific purpose should 
be spent exclusively for that 
purpose. Justice Jamal Khan 
Mandokhail inquired about 
the mechanism for distrib-
uting the Rs. 80 billion col-
lected through Super Tax. 

Continued on Page 06

7 security 
personnel 
Martyred

ISPR says the 
perpetrators would 

be brought to justice

DNA
ISLAMABAD: At least sev-
en security personnel were 
martyred in an improvised 
explosive device (IED) blast 
in Balochistan’s Mach dis-
trict on Tuesday, according 
to the military’s media wing. 
A press release from the In-
ter Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) said the terrorists 
belonging to Indian proxy 
Baloch Liberation Army 
targeted security forces’ 
vehicle with IED in general 
area Mach of Kachhi Dis-
trict. The ISPR said 42-year-
old Subedar Umar Farooq 
from Karachi, 28-year-old 
Naik Asif Khan from Karak, 

Continued on Page 06

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari 
has reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment 
to further expand bilateral cooperation 
with the Russian Federation in the are-
as of trade, investment, technology, and 
people-to-people exchanges.
Speaking at a ceremony marking the 
80th Anniversary of Victory of the Rus-
sian Federation in the Great Patriotic 
War, President Asif Ali Zardari high-
lighted the growing momentum in Pa-
kistan-Russia relations and expressed 
confidence that recent high-level in-
teractions between the two countries 
have laid a solid foundation for deeper 
engagement and greater understanding.
“I am confident that the bonds of friend-
ship between Pakistan and Russia will 
continue to grow stronger,” the Presi-
dent said, adding that both nations have 
“immense potential to expand cooper-
ation in trade, investment, technology, 
and people-to-people contacts.”
The President extended warm congratu-
lations to President Vladimir Putin, the 

Russian government, and the people of 
Russia on the occasion, saying that the 

Victory showed the strength and resil-
ience of the Russian people, as well as 

their strong commitment to peace and 
prosperity. He noted that people from 

the Indus Valley—modern-day Pakistan—
had also played a critical role in defeat-
ing Nazism as part of the British Army.
Recalling his 2011 visit to Russia, Pres-
ident Zardari acknowledged President 
Putin’s efforts to promote Pakistan-Rus-
sia friendship. He described Russia as a 
“key global power” and highlighted its 
role in promoting regional peace and 
stability, especially its role in de-esca-
lating tensions between Pakistan and 
India. The President also reaffirmed the 
commitment to building bridges of un-
derstanding and cooperation between 
Pakistan and Russia, besides urging 
the need to work together for a better 
future for the region and the world.
Ambassador of the Russian Federation, 
Mr. Albert P. Khorev, also addressed 
the occasion. He shared details of 
the event with the audience and ex-
pressed Russia’s desire to strengthen 
its relations with Pakistan. Another 
highlight of the event was the tradi-
tional cultural dances representing 
various regions of the country. The 
performances were thoroughly enjoyed 
and warmly praised by the audience.

Pakistan to further expand ties with Russia: Zardari
Attends the 80th Anniversary of Victory of the Russian Federation in the Great Patriotic War; high profile 
Pakistan dignitaries including Senate Chairman, Speaker National Assembly also attended the reception

Indian designs bound 
to fail, says Bilawal

Chairman PPP said that India claims to fight terrorism. 
Let us ask, how can you fight terrorism while practicing 
state terrorism in Kashmir? You cannot condemn the 

bullet while you wield the baton. You cannot speak 
of law when you break it every day in the valley

Nation united at his juncture

Mehtab Pirzada

Islamabad: Chairman Pakistan Peoples 
Party, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in his address 
at the National Assembly said that this nation 
was not born of fear, it was born of struggle. 
In recent days, the Government of India has 
unleashed a torrent of accusations following a 
heinous act in Occupied Kashmir, Chairman 
Bilawal stated. Tourists were killed, blood 
was spilled, it was a tragedy by any measure. 
Yet, before the bodies had turned cold, New 
Delhi turned its wrath towards Islamabad, 
pointing fingers, tightening borders and 
threatening consequences. Let me make this 
solemn declaration before the people of Paki-
stan and the world, Pakistan had no hand in 
that crime, Chairman Bilawal said. We do not 
export terror, we are the victims of terrorism. 
Terrorism is just not an act on bodies, it is an 
attack on truth, peace and civilisation itself. 
What is terrorism? Is it merely the act of a de-
ranged gunman or a bomb in a marketplace? 
It is the silence of the world when injustice 
reigns, it is the boot on the neck of the op-
pressed, it is the bulldozer that razes a home 
in the dark and it is the curfew that lasts not 
hours but decades.  Chairman PPP said that 
India claims to fight terrorism. Let us ask, 
how can you fight terrorism while practicing 
state terrorism in Kashmir? You cannot con-
demn the bullet while you wield the baton. 
You cannot speak of law when you break it 
every day in the valley. You cannot claim moral 
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Omar Ayub 
moves privilege 

motion 
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABVAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) senior leader Omar Ayub 
on Tuesday submitted a privilege mo-
tion against National Assembly (NA) 
Secretary General Tahir Hussain 
and Director General Media Zafar 
Sultan Khan for deliberately “cen-
soring” and stopping transmission of 
his speech delivered yesterday in the 
lower house of the parliament. In his 
motion, the opposition leader com-
plained that the duo refused to pro-
vide him a video copy of his speech 
on the Pahalgam incident and Modi’s 
threats of striking Pakistan despite 
the speaker’s assurance that there 
would be no censorship. Taking to his 
official X handle, Ayub said: “I had 
strongly advised that Pakistan should 
strike first and hard against Indian 
targets if Modi even attempts to strike 
Pakistan.” He further said that it ap-
pears that his advice of striking India 
was not palatable for the “installed 
regime” of “Prime Muppet” Shehbaz 
Sharif because they were “cowards”.

FBR suggests 
pension tax 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) 
has suggested taxing pen-
sioners in the upcoming 
budget 2025–2026, just 
ahead of the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) 
mission’s scheduled visit 
to the country. The reve-
nue board is mulling over 
raising the taxable ceiling 
exemption for the salaried 
class from Rs0.6 million 
to Rs1 to 1.2 million annu-
ally. On May 16, the IMF 
team is likely to travel to 
Pakistan to talk about the 
upcoming budget. Among 
other things, the discussion 
will include targets for both 
tax and non-tax revenue 
as well as expenditures to 
maintain the primary sur-
plus and fiscal deficit within 
the predetermined ranges.

Major 
Ukraine 

drone attack 
restricts 
Russia’s 

airport traffic
Moscow: Russian air-
ports restricted traffic after 
Ukraine launched more 
than 100 drones overnight, 
including in Moscow just 
days before its World War 
II victory parade, officials 
said Tuesday. A total of 105 
drones targeted Russia over-
night, the defence ministry 
said, ahead of the May 9 
Moscow parade, presided 
by President Vladimir Pu-
tin and attended by sever-
al world leaders as Russia 
marks the 80th anniversary 
of the end of WWII. Air de-
fences shot down 19 drones 
around Moscow and debris 
fell on a major avenue in the 
city’s south without causing 
injuries, Mayor Sergei So-
byanin wrote on Telegram. 
Flight restrictions were intro-
duced at more than a dozen 
airports, including four in 
Moscow, Russian news agen-
cies reported, citing the Fed-
eral Air Transport Agency 
-- though traffic at the city’s 
main Sheremetyevo airport 
remained largely unaffected. 
Russian media broadcast im-
ages of a cracked supermar-
ket window and a blackened 
residential building facade 
in Moscow. Airports were 
also affected in other cities 
including Volgograd and 
Nizhny Novgorod. The gov-
ernors of Voronezh and Pen-
za reported that 18 and 10 
Ukrainian drones had been 
intercepted in their regions 
respectively, without causing 
any casualties. – Agencies

Germany’s 
Merz elected 

chancellor 
DNA

BERLIN: Germany’s con-
servative leader Friedrich 
Merz won on Tuesday a 
nail-biter second vote in 
parliament to become chan-
cellor after he lost the first 
round in a stunning early 
setback. Merz, 69, scored 
an absolute majority of 325 
against 289 in the secret vote 
in the lower house of parlia-
ment. He takes over at the 
helm of a coalition between 
his CDU/CSU alliance and 
the centre-left Social Demo-
crats (SPD) of the outgoing 
chancellor, Olaf Scholz. Pres-
ident Frank-Walter Steinmei-
er was set to appoint him 
as post-war Germany’s 10th 
chancellor later Tuesday, 
along with his cabinet, before 
Merz is due to visit Paris and 
then Warsaw on Wednes-
day. His victory caps a long 
ambition to lead Europe’s 
biggest economy, which was 
first foiled decades ago by 
party rival Angela Merkel 
who went on to serve as 
chancellor for 16 years.

Civil, military
leadership on
the same page

Ansar M Bhatti /DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, accom-
panied by Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister, Defence Minister, and the 
Services Chiefs, visited the Headquarters of 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) today. The 
visit entailed a detailed briefing on the pre-
vailing security environment, with a particu-
lar focus on preparedness for conventional 
threat in the light of India’s increasingly 
aggressive and provocative posture along Pa-
kistan’s Eastern border. The leadership was 
apprised of regional security developments 
and the evolving threat matrix, including 
conventional military options, hybrid war-
fare tactics, and terrorist proxies.
The Prime Minister and accompanying 
dignitaries underscored the imperative of 
heightened national vigilance, seamless in-

ter-agency coordination, and reinforced op-
erational readiness to deter and decisively 
respond to any violation of Pakistan’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. Commending 
the Agency’s professionalism and strategic 
acumen, the Prime Minister lauded its crit-
ical role in safeguarding national interests 
and enabling informed national security de-
cision-making under complex and dynamic 
conditions. The PM said that entire nation 
is behind our brave Armed Forces. “Paki-
stan Army is one of the most professional 
and disciplined force in the world”.
The leadership reaffirmed Pakistan’s un-
ambiguous resolve to defend the homeland 
against all threats—conventional or other-
wise and reiterated that with Nation’s full 
support, the Armed Forces, supported 
by all other elements of national power 
and state institutions, remain fully pre-
pared to uphold Pakistan’s security, pres-
tige and honour under all circumstances. 

The Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif, 
accompanied by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 

Minister, Defence Minister, and the Services Chiefs, visited 
the Headquarters of Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)

Indian aggression 

Tensions with India: 
Armed forces will

respond to aggression

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar on 
Tuesday said that Pakistan will not initiate 
conflict with India, but if aggression is di-
rected towards the country, the response 
from Pakistan’s armed forces will be such 
that future generations will remember it.   
Speaking in the National Assembly, Tarar 
said, “Pakistan has never initiated war, but if 
anyone dares to attack us, our answer will be 
unforgettable.” He accused India of sponsor-
ing terrorism in Pakistan, saying, “India has 
been behind terrorist activities in Pakistan for 
years. Innocent lives have been lost because 
of its actions. Pakistan continues to make 
sacrifices in the fight against terrorism.”  
Tarar praised Pakistan’s armed forces, po-
lice, and security agencies for their courage. 

Continued on Page 06

Tarar recalled a moment with students near 
the LoC, saying, “A child told me, ‘Let us face 
the enemy too—our chests are ready.’ When 

a nation’s youth, mothers, and daughters 
show such resolve, it cannot be defeated”

Pakistan will not initiate conflict : Atta

Dar talks to 
Afghan FM

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar @MIshaqDar50, held a 
telephone conversation with the Act-
ing Foreign Minister of Afghanistan, 
Amir Khan Muttaqi @FMMuttaqi. Both 
leaders expressed satisfaction with 
the pace of progress made by the two 
sides in bilateral relations since the 
DPM/ FM’s visit to Afghanistan on 19 
April 2025 ,with a focus on trade, con-
nectivity, economic cooperation, peo-
ple-to-people contacts, and reactivating 
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari, Speaker National Assembly Ayaz Sadiq, Chairman Senate 
Yousaf Raza Gillani, Ambassador of Russian Albert P Khorev and others cutting cake to celebrate 

the 80th Anniversary of Victory of the Russian Federation in the Great Patriotic War. – DNA
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif has called for a com-
prehensive master plan 
for the development of 
the Nawaz Sharif Medical 
District, emphasizing the 
government’s firm com-
mitment to strengthening 
the province’s healthcare 
system through modern in-
frastructure and advanced 
medical facilities.
Chairing a comprehensive 
meeting to review the ongo-
ing and upcoming projects 
of the Specialized Health-
care & Medical Education 

(SH&ME) Department, 
here on Tuesday, the chief 
minister was briefed on 
major developments in the 
health sector. She directed 
the immediate procure-
ment of state-of-the-art 
medical equipment for pub-
lic hospitals to meet mod-
ern healthcare needs.
A proposal to establish 
a School of Paramedics 
within the Nawaz Sharif 
Medical District received 
unanimous approval, while 
it was also decided that an 
Institute of Genetic and 
Blood Diseases would be 
set up in Nawaz Sharif Med-
ical District. Plans were fur-
ther approved for setting up 

specialized units in surgical 
orthopedics, internal med-
icine, and rehabilitation as 
part of the district’s expan-
sion. CM Maryam Nawaz 
also issued directives for 
the completion of the Lady 
Willingdon Hospital pro-
ject within six months and 
called for timely measures 
to expedite the comple-
tion of all under-construc-
tion health facilities. She 
emphasized prioritizing 
projects that are over 60 
percent complete to ensure 
they are finished without 
delay. For Rawalpindi Chil-
dren Hospital, she ordered 
the immediate release of 
funds for the medical fa-

cility and instructed the 
appointment of highly qual-
ified doctors for the facility. 
She further directed that 
the latest medical equip-
ment be provided on a pri-
ority basis, keeping in view 
patient requirements.
In a broader decision, the 
CM approved the principle 
decision to establish cardi-
ology centers in all major 
cities of Punjab to enhance 
cardiac care services across 
the province.
CM Maryam Nawaz thor-
oughly reviewed all health 
sector projects and under-
scored the importance of 
swift completion, noting 
that delays not only cause 

hardship for the public but 
also increase project costs 
significantly.
“The people of Punjab de-
serve access to world-class 
healthcare. We must ensure 
timely execution of these 
projects to avoid cost es-
calations and public in-
convenience,” she said.
Senator Pervaiz Rashid, 
Senior Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb, 
SH&ME Minister Kha-
waja Salman Rafique, 
Chief Secretary Zahid 
Akhtar Zaman, Prin-
cipal Secretary to CM 
Sajid Zafar Dall and 
other relevant officials 
attended the meeting.

Punjab CM reviews progress on 
ongoing, new health projects

Senator Pervaiz Rashid, Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb, SH&ME Minister 
Khawaja Salman Rafique, Chief Secretary Zahid Akhtar Zaman, Principal Secretary to 

CM Sajid Zafar Dall and other relevant officials attended the meeting.

Sabahat receives 
youth leadership 
award Pakistan

Rawalpindi: Professor Maqsood Jafri  presenting his  collection of books  to  
former provincial health minister Dr. Jamal Nasir, Naeem Chaudhry and Dr. Muaz at  

reunion ceremony held at Govt Muslim High School.

DNA

Peshawar: Sabahat Ra-
him Baig, daughter of senior 
journalist Rahim Baig Lal 
from Chitral, has been hon-
ored with the prestigious 
Youth Leadership Award Pa-
kistan. The award ceremony 
was held at the Iran-Pakistan 
Cultural Center in Peshawar, 
with former Governor Haji 
Ghulam Ali presiding over 
the event. Sabahat’s brother, 
Wajahat Baig, received the 
award on her behalf from As-
sistant Commissioner Naseer 
Abbas Khalil, as she is cur-
rently abroad pursuing her 
education. This achievement 
is a testament to Sabahat’s ex-
ceptional leadership skills and 
dedication. Having previously 
won several awards, Sabahat 
continues to inspire young 
individuals with her outstand-
ing accomplishments.

India wants to disturb  
regional peace: Mashhood

DG KHAN: Prime Minis-
ter’s Youth Programme 
Chairman Rana Mashhood 
Ahmad Khan said that India 
was attempting to destabi-
lize regional peace through 
fake and baseless propagan-
da, but warned that any act 
of aggression would be met 
with a strong and effective 
response from Pakistan.
Pakistani travel guides He 
expressed these views at 
a seminar titled “National 
Adolescent and Youth Pol-
icy Consultation” at Ghazi 
University on Tuesday. The 
event was attended by Vice 
Chancellor Professor Dr. 
Ashfaq Ahmad, Professor 
Dr. Arshad Leghari, facul-
ty members, and students. 
Rana Mashhood said nation-
wide consultative sessions 
had begun as part of efforts 
to formulate a new national 

youth policy. He said the 
government was commit-
ted to empowering young 
people through education, 
skills development, and 
digital platforms. He re-
called that the first-ever 
youth policy introduced 
in 2013 had received 
wide appreciation and 
laid the foundation for 
progressive youth initi-
atives. He criticized the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government for failing to 
establish any new univer-
sity in recent years and 
instead directing existing 
universities to sell assets 
to manage operational 
costs. In contrast, he 
praised the Punjab gov-
ernment, under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Mar-
yam Nawaz, for appointing 
32 new vice chancellors 

across the province to en-
sure better academic gov-
ernance.He highlighted 
the significance of Dera 
Ghazi Khan, noting that 
its distance from Quetta, 
Lahore, and Peshawar is 
nearly equal, making it 
the geographic center of 
Pakistan. He appreciated 
the unity and coexist-
ence of diverse commu-
nities in the region, in-
cluding Saraiki, Punjabi, 
and Baloch populations. 
Rana Mashhood said that 
he had presented the char-
ter of Ghazi University in 
2014 and was pleased to 
see its progress. He ex-
pressed pride in the lead-
ership of Vice Chancellor 
Dr. Ashfaq Ahmad and 
announced convocations 
will now be held annually 
without delay.—DNA

Foreign policy 
must align with 

uplift  goals: Kundi
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fais-
al Karim Kundi on Tuesday 
emphasized the need to 
align Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy with national develop-
ment goals to achieve sus-
tainable progress and global 
prosperity. He made these 
remarks while addressing 
the flagship conference 
“Foreign Policy for a Better 
Future: Aligning Diplomacy 
with Development Goals” 
organized by the Institute 
of Regional Studies in Is-
lamabad. Highlighting the 
strategic shift in Pakistan’s 

foreign policy toward a 
“geo-economic vision,” Gov-
ernor Kundi said the new 
focus prioritizes regional 
connectivity, trade, and 
sustainable partnerships. 
He stressed that an effective 
foreign policy, guided by eco-
nomic and developmental 
objectives, can contribute 
significantly to human 
development, peace, and 
economic well-being.  The 
event was attended by Am-
bassador Jauhar Saleem, 
President of the Institute 
of Regional Studies, along 
with national and interna-
tional delegates, experts, 
and scholars.  Kundi un-
derlined the geographical 
significance of Khyber Pa-

khtunkhwa, describing the 
province as a vital bridge 
between South and Central 
Asia, positioning it as a key 
player in regional develop-
ment. Praising the confer-
ence, the Governor echoed 
the foreign policy principles 
of Pakistan’s founder, Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah, particu-
larly the notion of friend-
ship with all nations. He 
stressed the importance of 
international partnerships 
that benefit youth, wom-
en, and marginalized com-
munities. Governor Kundi 
also called for investments 
in education, rural infra-
structure, climate-resil-
ient agriculture, and gen-
der equality.

Maqbool applauds FBISE  
digital advancements

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for Education, Mr. Syed Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, paid an official visit to the Federal 
Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (FBISE) on Tuesday. He was warmly received by Chairman FBISE, 
Dr. Ikram Ali Malik, along with a team of senior officers, in a spirit of institutional pride and national commitment to 
educational excellence. The visit commenced with a comprehensive briefing session in the Conference Room, where the 
Chairman presented an insightful overview of the Board’s evolution—its establishment, composition, mandate, and pivotal 
role in shaping the educational landscape of Pakistan.   The Chairman apprised the Minister that FBISE embarked on 
its digital transformation journey in 2015 under a PSDP-funded project, guided by the vision of a “Departure from Pencil 
to Pixel”. This initiative aimed at developing a transparent, technology-driven assessment system and enhancing service 
delivery through innovation. Particular emphasis was laid on the progressive strides taken by the Board in technological 
integration and governance reforms, reflecting its resolve to modernize and uplift examination standards in line with 
global benchmarks. Following the presentation, the Minister undertook a detailed tour of key operational departments. 
These included the state-of-the-art printing unit, the digital scanning and e-sheet processing area, and the One Window 
Facilitation Cell. As he witnessed the seamless, fully digitized service delivery system—crafted with precision and pur-
pose—the Minister expressed deep satisfaction and admiration for the Board’s achievements. Impressed by the trans-
parency, efficiency, and forward-thinking approach of FBISE, Mr. Siddiqui remarked that such initiatives must serve as 
a model for other educational boards across the country. He also expressed his commitment to supporting provincial 
examination boards in replicating this model, with the objective of achieving national-level standardization and qualitative 
improvement of the examination system. He emphasized that embracing such innovations nationwide would not only 
raise assessment standards but also significantly improve the overall quality of education in Pakistan.—DNA

Online auction 
system 

launched for 
cattle markets

LAHORE: The Punjab Local 
Government Department 
has formally launched an 
e-auction system for the 
leasing of cattle markets 
across the province ahead 
of Eidul Azha The Punjab 
Cattle Market Management 
and Development Company 
(PCMMDC) will oversee the 
implementation of the new 
system, which will bring all 
112 registered cattle markets 
in the province under a uni-
fied digital auction platform. 
According to a spokesperson 
for the department, the move 
aims to ensure transparency, 
curb corruption and stream-
line the auction process 
through digital means. On-
line registration for contrac-
tors is currently underway 
and will remain open until 
May 13. The process in-
cludes digital payment facili-
ties, allowing bidders to pay 
registration fees and other 
dues entirely online. The dig-
ital bidding will begin at 9am 
on May 21 and will continue 
until 6pm on May 23. During 
this period, contractors will 
be able to submit their bids 
through the e-auction portal. 
Successful bidders will be 
required to pay additional se-
curity deposits digitally, while 
all auction results, bid state-
ments and official certificates 
will be issued in digital format. 
A spokesperson for the Local 
Government Department stat-
ed that the system is designed 
to enhance transparency, ease 
and public trust in government 
processes. “This initiative is 
a key milestone in the prov-
ince’s journey towards digital 
governance and reflects the 
vision of Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, 
who is committed to modern-
izing public service delivery 
for greater efficiency and 
accountability,” the spokes-
person said.—APP

NUST,UoS advance strategic 
ties with China on skills uplift
ISLAMABAD: In a signifi-
cant boost to Pakistan-China 
academic and technological 
cooperation, two major Pa-
kistani universities—National 
University of Sciences and 
Technology (NUST) and 
the University of Sargodha 
(UoS)—hosted high-profile 
Chinese delegations this 
week.  The engagements 
focused on advancing green 
innovation, clean energy, and 
vocational training, marking 
a deepening of bilateral ties 
under the broader Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). At 
NUST, the “NUST – SIEF 
Green and Low Carbon Sum-
mit” was jointly organized 
by NUST, COMSTECH, and 
the Sino-International Entre-
preneurs Federation (SIEF), 
China. The event brought 
together a distinguished line-
up of Chinese and Pakistani 
researchers, entrepreneurs, 

and policy experts commit-
ted to forging a sustainable 
and resilient future, Gwadar 
Pro reported on Tuesday. 
In his welcome address, Dr. 
Rizwan Riaz, Pro-Rector Re-
search, Innovation & Com-
mercialization (RIC-NUST), 
presented NUST’s robust 
research and innovation eco-
system. He emphasized the 
need to strengthen bilateral 
collaborations in green inno-
vation, clean technologies, 
and low-carbon economic 
growth, drawing on suc-
cessful past linkages with 
Chinese academic and indus-
trial partners. The summit 
featured keynote addresses 
by leading Chinese scholars. 
Professor Dr. Huanzheng Du 
spoke on the role of green 
technologies as a “Catalyst 
for Economic Growth,” 
while Academician Xiong 
Jian offered insights into 

“Net-Zero” Carbon Building 
Technologies and next-gen-
eration energy systems.  Dr. 
Chen Yang highlighted the 
potential of circular economy 
models in bridging research 
and industrial application, 
and Dr. Jin Jianhai focused 
on green transformation 
pathways for small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs). 
A panel discussion featuring 
experts from both nations 
explored new avenues for 
collaboration in sustainable 
industrial practices and renew-
able energy.  The summit con-
cluded with a visit to NUST’s 
cutting-edge National Science 
and Technology Park (NSTP) 
and School of Interdiscipli-
nary Engineering & Sciences 
(SINES), where the Chinese 
delegates interacted with lo-
cal startups and innovators 
driving Pakistan’s clean tech 
ecosystem.—DNA

S. Punjab 
ACS,  UK envoy  

discuss matters 
of mutual 
interest

DNA

MULTAN:The Head of the 
British High Commission 
Lahore Office, Mr. Ben 
Warrington, called on the 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS) South Punjab at the 
South Punjab Secretariat 
on Tuesday. An official 
press release said matters 
of mutual interest, in par-
ticular affairs of the South-
ern belt of Punjab  were 
discussed in detail. War-
rington expressed keen in-
terest in the government’s 
initiatives to mitigate the 
effects of climate change. 
ACS Fuad Hashim Rab-
bani informed him that 
climate change is ad-
versely affecting agri-
cultural productivity. 
He said that actions are 
being taken against pol-
luting industries, brick 
kilns, and vehicles to 
reduce environmental 
degradation, along with 
efforts to expand forest 
cover. Rabbani said that 
the South Punjab Secre-
tariat has devised a plan 
to plant forests on state-
owned land along the 
River Chenab. Under this 
plan, mango trees will be 
planted using the seed-ball 
technique over 400 acres in 
the Multan and Muzaffar-
garh areas. He also briefed 
Warrington on the “Zero 
Out of School Children” 
campaign, aimed at in-
creasing the literacy rate 
in South Punjab. He noted 
that following its success-
ful implementation in Dis-
trict Layyah, preparations 
are underway to launch 
the campaign in Rajanpur 
and Lodhran districts. 
The Additional Chief 
Secretary reaffirmed the 
commitment to further 
strengthen Pakistan–UK 
relations.  Ben Warring-
ton expressed willingness 
to support initiatives for 
forestation and literacy 
promotion, adding that 
contributing to social 
development projects is 
among his top priorities.

Ultrasound facility 
to boost livestock 

healthcare
GUJRAT:Under the vision of 
Punjab Chief Minister Mar-
yam Nawaz Sharif, modern 
facilities are being introduced 
in the Livestock Department 
to strengthen veterinary ser-

vices across the province. In 
this regard, Deputy Commis-
sioner Safdar Hussain Virk 
inaugurated a newly installed 
ultrasound machine at the 
Civil Veterinary Hospital, 

Jinnah Road, aimed at en-
hancing diagnosis and treat-
ment of animal diseases and 
reproductive health. The DC 
said the Punjab government 
has provided two ultrasound 
machines for Gujrat district. 
One for the Government Vet-
erinary Hospital, Gujrat, and 
the other for the veterinary 
facility in Kharian tehsil. He 
reiterated the district admin-
istration’s commitment to 
ensuring quality healthcare 
for livestock.—APP



Excavation of 
Mohmand Dam 

powerhouse 
slope 

completed
Islamabad: major 
milestone for Pakistan’s 
flagship Mohmand Dam 
Hydropower Project, 
April 2025 marked the 
successful completion 
of the powerhouse main 
slope excavation and as-
sociated support works.  
This critical achievement 
now paves the way for 
the commencement of 
full-scale construction of 
the concrete powerhouse 
structure, a core compo-
nent of the project. Under-
taken under challenging 
geological conditions, the 
excavation phase posed 
numerous technical dif-
ficulties that demanded 
high-intensity coordina-
tion between design and 
construction teams. Ac-
cording to Gwadar Pro, in-
itially designed to involve 
the removal of 832,000 
cubic meters of rock, the 
excavation volume more 
than doubled—reaching a 
total of 1.68 million cubic 
meters—due to unforeseen 
subsurface conditions 
and the need for dynamic 
design adjustments. The 
excavated slope, which ris-
es 150 meters in vertical 
height, required substantial 
reinforcement to guarantee 
long-term structural integri-
ty.  The original plan called 
for the installation of ap-
proximately 800 meters of 
tendon anchors; however, 
in response to ground re-
alities, over 76,000 meters 
of anchors were ultimately 
installed. China Gezhouba 
Group Company (CGGC), a 
subsidiary of China Energy 
Engineering Corporation 
(CEEC) operating in Paki-
stan, led the execution of 
the works.—DNA

Two-member 
gang arrested
RAWALPINDI:Police have 
arrested two suspects 
allegedly involved in mo-
torcycle theft and street 
crimes in the Saddar Wah 
area. According to a po-
lice spokesperson, the 
suspects were identified 
as Saud and Jahanzeb Po-
lice have also recovered 
two stolen motorcycles, Rs 
35,000 in cash, and weap-
ons from their posses-
sions. Separate cases have 
been registered against 
both suspects, and further 
investigation is underway. 
SP Potohar Talha Wali 
praised Saddar Wah and 
his team for the success-
ful operation. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against 
those who deprive cit-
izens from their valua-
bles, he added.—APP

Punjab trainee officers visit CDA 
to study capital’s uplift projects

 Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali Randhawa while addressing the trainee officers and representatives, 
stated that for the progress of the country, we all must work together as a united team

DNA

 ISLAMABAD:  A delegation of 
trainee officers from the Punjab 
Institute of Management and Pro-
fessional Development (PIMPD) 
visited the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) headquarters on 
Tuesday to observe the authority’s 
development initiatives and ser-
vice delivery systems in Islamabad. 
Chairman CDA and Chief Com-
missioner Islamabad, Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa, along with senior 
officials, welcomed the delegation. 
Addressing the officers, Randhawa 
emphasized the importance of team-
work, innovation, and public-private 
partnerships in improving civic ser-
vices. “Providing the best facilities 
to citizens is our top priority, and 
exploring new revenue streams 
is essential for sustainable devel-
opment,” he said. Chairman CDA 

Muhammad Ali Randhawa while 
addressing the trainee officers and 
representatives, stated that for the 
progress of the country, we all must 
work together as a united team. He 
emphasized that providing the best 
facilities and services to citizens is 
among our top priorities, for which 
special attention must be given to 

out of box solutions including joint 
ventures and public-private partner-
ships as a critical need of the hour. 
He also stressed the importance of 
exploring new and innovative ways 
and means to enhance revenue 
streams for government institu-
tions.  During the visit, the trainee 
officers were briefed on CDA’s on-

going efforts, the public service de-
livery system and the development 
projects underway in the Islamabad 
city. All trainee officers appreciat-
ed Chairman CDA’s efforts for the 
city’s development, beautification 
and modernization.
In his remarks, Chairman CDA Mu-
hammad Ali Randhwa expressed 

his good wishes for the future of 
the new trainee officers saying, well 
trained and skilled  officers are 
the nation’s true asset, as they 
will be playing leading roles in 
various departments. They are 
not only the architects of the 
future but can also play a pivot-
al role in national development 
through their professionalism, 
dedication and hard work. The 
instructors and trainee officers 
praised the CDA’s projects 
and initiatives stating that the 
measures taken by Chairman 
CDA Muhammad Ali Randhawa 
and his team to improve civic 
facilities and service delivery 
for the residents of Islamabad 
are commendable. At the end 
of the meeting, the guests 
thanked Chairman CDA and his 
team, followed by a group pho-
to that the trainees will keep 
as a cherished memento.

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Food 
Authority (IFA) has sealed a private 
restaurant in sector F-6 after discov-
ering expired food items, unhygienic 
conditions, and violations of food 
safety rules Talking to APP, Deputy 
Director Operations of IFA, Dr Tahira 
Siddique said that a restaurant operat-
ing in Islamabad’s F-6 sector has been 
sealed by the Islamabad Food Author-
ity (IFA) for multiple violations of 
health and safety regulations.She said 
that the restaurant was found serving 
expired food and storing unsafe meat, 
raising serious concerns about food 
safety and consumer health. During 
the inspection, the IFA team discov-
ered that the restaurant was func-
tioning without a valid license from 
the authority, a clear breach of local 
food business regulations. In addition, 
the staff had failed to follow basic hy-
giene practices. The team noted that 
employees were not using gloves or 

wearing safety caps while preparing 
and handling food.  Deputy Director of 
Islamabad Food Authority stated that 
the restaurant was not following the 
standard operating procedures set for 
food safety. He said the use and sale of 
expired food items is strictly prohibit-
ed, and the presence of such products 
during inspections leads to immediate 
action. The inspection also revealed 
poor cleanliness in the kitchen and 
storage areas. Officials highlighted 
that the restaurant did not have prop-
er arrangements in place to maintain 
hygiene, further adding to the risk of 
contamination. The Islamabad Food 
Authority clarified that food business-
es in the capital are required to regis-
ter and obtain a license before start-
ing operations. Running a food outlet 
without approval from the authority 
is not allowed and is subject to legal 
action. During the operation, food 
safety officers noted clear violations 

of hygiene protocols. These included 
the absence of protective clothing, 
poor sanitation, and the presence of 
spoiled and expired food. The team 
documented these findings before 
sealing the premises. The Deputy Di-
rector emphasized that the authority 
is committed to ensuring food safety 
and will continue to inspect restau-
rants and food points across the city. 
He said that actions like this are part 
of routine monitoring to prevent the 
sale of expired or unsafe items. Under 
the law, restaurants are not allowed 
to keep or sell expired food products. 
Businesses found doing so face pen-
alties, closures, or both. The official 
reiterated that all food outlets must 
meet the safety standards set by the 
Islamabad Food Authority. The au-
thority has urged citizens to report 
unhygienic or illegal food practices so 
that action can be taken to ensure safe 
dining options in the capital.—APP

Restaurant in F-6 sealed 
for selling   expired items
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Pakistan needs EPR 
policy on plastics: Experts

ISLAMABAD:Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward a robust national 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on ‘Extended Producer Re-
sponsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and 
European Union’s SWITCH-Asia Programme in Islamabad, said a press release. The consultation aimed to assess the 
current status of EPR in Pakistan—reviewing policies, stakeholder roles, and identifying key barriers and enablers—while 
drafting inclusive and actionable recommendations for a national EPR framework. Stakeholder engagement from public 
authorities, industries, civil society, and the informal sector was a central theme. Prime Minister’s Coordinator for Cli-
mate Change and Environmental Coordination, Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, described EPR a ‘transformative opportunity’ 
and said: “It’s not a choice between economy and environment — it’s a strategy to align both. She added that EPR can 
attract investments, create formal jobs in recycling, reduce our plastic imports, and enhance competitiveness. SDPI Exec-
utive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri urged the producers to prepare for upcoming EU and UK trade policies — the EU’s 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) coming into effect on January 1, 2026, and the UK’s on January 1, 2027. 
“EPR will be a critical compliance tool under the new global trade regimes,” he maintained. Stressing the need for green 
production practices, national recycling targets, producer registration systems, consumer-paid recycling fees, and incen-
tives for eco-certifications, Dr Suleri called for integrating the informal sector, launching national awareness campaigns, 
and expanding EPR to include textiles and e-waste. Team Leader of the SWITCH-Asia Policy Support Component, Dr 
Zinaida Fadeeva, emphasized the importance of policy support in shaping national strategies around green procurement, 
sustainable product standards, and circular economy roadmaps, including the development of EPR responsibilities. Thom-
as Lindhqvist, the Swedish academic who coined the term EPR, presented a global perspective on rising plastic consump-
tion. He highlighted that EPR policies in Europe led to improved waste management and product design, while countries 
like Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea implemented effective EPR systems in Asia. Pointing out poor governance, he said: 
“Governments must supervise honestly and effectively. Without strong control, EPR can’t succeed.” Head of Circularity at 
SDPI, Zainab Naeem, said the EU’s support under its Green Deal and Global Gateway would help countries, like Pakistan, 
in their transition toward a low-carbon, resource-efficient, and circular economy. She highlighted that the SWITCH-Asia 
programme, which supports 42 countries, plays a pivotal role in advising governments on sustainable consumption and 
production practices. She presented a detailed overview of Pakistan’s waste landscape, quoting the country generates 
around 49.6 million tons of solid waste annually, with plastic waste making up a significant portion of urban waste.—DNA

Wajiha vows to 
resolve teachers’ 

issues 
Responding to the demands, 

Ms. Wajiha Qamar reiterated the 
government’s commitment to 

the teaching community, stating, 
“Teachers are highly respectable, 
and we must work together as a 
team to address their issues” 

Islamabad: Minister of State for Federal Education and 
Professional Training Ms. Wajiha Qamar pledged to work close-
ly with the Federal Government College Teachers Association 
(FGCTA) to resolve specific issues faced by college faculty.She 
expressed this commitment while addressing the oath-taking 
ceremony of the newly elected FGCTA central body, held at 
Islamabad Model College for Girls (Postgraduate), G-10/4. 
The Minister was warmly received by the college Principal 
Ms. Sadia Ibrar, office bearers of the FGCTA central body, 
and college staff. A bouquet of flowers was presented to her 
upon arrival. The event was attended by principals and facul-
ty members from various federal colleges. As the chief guest, 
Ms. Wajiha Qamar administered the oath to the newly elected 
office-bearers of FGCTA. New president, Muhammad Akram 
Khan Khosa, along with Senior Vice President Ayesha Kiran, 
Vice President Bushra Kauser, General Secretary Tahir Bhatti, 
Joint Secretary Danish Yaseen, Finance Secretary Zubairud-
din, and Press Secretary Sobia Masood, took their oaths of of-
fice. In his address, President Akram Khan Khosa outlined key 
demands of the federal college teaching community. He called 
for the restoration of the traditional nomenclature of FG colleg-
es, the appointment of a separate director to oversee FG col-
leges independently from model colleges, and a revision of the 
four-tier service structure to expedite promotions for teachers. 
He also emphasized the urgent need for establishing new FG 
colleges to meet the educational demands of Islamabad’s grow-
ing population, specifically recommending new institutions 
in Tarnol, Nilore, and Bhara Kahu sectors. Responding 
to the demands, Ms. Wajiha Qamar reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to the teaching community, stating, 
“Teachers are highly respectable, and we must work to-
gether as a team to address their issues.”—DNA

May
May 03/Poland                                      
 National Day

May 06/Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06/UAE	
Armed Forces Day 

	
May 07/ 

Kazakhstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08/Czech  
Republic	

National Day

May 09/European 
Union	

National Day 

May 17/Norway
Constitution Day

May 21/Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/Yemen 
Republic	

Re-unification 
Day(National Day )

May 24/Eritrea
National Day

May 25/Lebanon 
Liberation and 
Resistance Day

May 25/Argentina
National Day

May 25/Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 /Azerbai-
jan  Republic Day

May 28/Ethiopia
 National Day

May 31/Brunei 
Armed Forces 

Day	

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

ISLAMABAD: Chief Editor of Daily Islamabad POST, Centreline, and Diplomatic News Agen-
cy (DNA), Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, seen in a group photo with the Ambassador of Palestine, 
Dr. Zuhair Zaid, and Mr. Nader Al Turk, Deputy Head of Mission. During the meeting, the 

Ambassador briefed the senior journalist on the latest developments in Gaza.  
He also consented to a detailed interview in the coming days to shed light on various critical 

aspects of the ongoing situation. —DNA
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ISLAMABAD :Tucked away 
in the lush hills of Jab Val-
ley, just 25 kilometers from 
Haripur and around 60 kilo-
meters from Islamabad, lies 
a natural gem that has yet to 
receive its full due: the Haz-
ara Waterfalls. Comprising a 
series of eight mesmerizing 
cascades, this area offers an 
extraordinary opportunity to 
boost eco-tourism in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Although the 
waterfalls have existed for 
centuries, they remained 
under the radar until 2021, 
when Hassan Nisar, a You-
Tuber and the CEO of Metrix 
Pakistan, first documented 
and shared their beauty. 
Since then, the site has gar-
nered increasing attention 
from travel enthusiasts, 
environmentalists, and poli-
cy-makers alike. Speaking to 
APP, Nisar said, “During one 

of my outdoor expeditions, 
I stumbled upon these wa-
terfalls. The tranquility and 
purity of the landscape were 
beyond remarkable. I real-
ized that this place held the 
potential to offer something 
truly special for tourism in 
Pakistan — but it needed 
exposure and protection.” 
The waterfalls, each unique 
in structure, size, and water 
flow, are scattered across 
Jab Valley’s forested terrain. 
Some cascades create wide, 
shallow pools ideal for family 
picnics, while others plunge 
dramatically over rocky 
cliffs, attracting hikers and 
photographers. Together, 
they form a rare ecological 
and aesthetic ensemble, of-
ten compared to the natural 
beauty of Swat, Kumrat, or 
Neelum Valley, yet remain 
far less crowded and more 
pristine. Despite the growing 
attention, the site still lacks 
essential infrastructure, such 

as paved routes, signboards, 
rest facilities, or designated 
parking spaces. This absence 
of amenities has limited ac-
cess and sparked concerns 
about unregulated tourism 
and its potential environmen-
tal impact. Local resident 
and community advocate 
Raja Usama Kayani Speaking 
to APP, “These eight water-
falls are Hazara’s hidden 
treasures. Our community 
has been promoting them 
on social media, guiding 
visitors ourselves, and 
sharing our story. But now 
we need proper planning, 
road access, and environ-
mental safeguards.” Raja 
Muhammad Tahir, a senior 
journalist who has covered 
Hazara Division extensive-
ly, stressed the strategic po-
tential of the site. “We have 
so much untapped potential 
here — Jab Valley’s water-
falls are just one example. 
If developed and protected 

wisely, this area could be-
come a premier destination 
for nature tourism in the 
province,” he noted. Local 
estimates suggest that the 
site attracts between 1,000 
and 5,000 visitors per week 
during the spring and sum-
mer months, a number that 
is expected to rise as word 
spreads through online 
channels. Travel vloggers, 
university hiking clubs, and 
photographers from Islam-
abad and Abbottabad are 
increasingly visiting, often 
sharing breathtaking visuals 
that go viral on platforms like 
YouTube, TikTok, and Insta-
gram. The KP government 
has identified tourism as a 
key driver of regional devel-
opment, and Jab Valley’s 
waterfalls are now being con-
sidered a prime candidate 
for investment, particularly 
due to their proximity to 
Islamabad and the peace-
ful nature of the area.

8th waterfalls of Jab ValleyPakistan’s 
hidden tourism treasure

Briefs
IRSA 

releases 
132,000 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD:Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Tuesday released 
132,000 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with in-
flow of 188,800 cusecs. Ac-
cording to the data released 
by IRSA, the water level in 
River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1444.30 feet which 
was 42.30 feet higher than 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow 
in the dam was recorded as 
95,300 cusecs and 50,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1137.00 
feet, which was 87.00 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was 
recorded 43,500 cusecs and 
32,000 cusecs respective-
ly.  The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded 
as 95,000, 59,200, 37,800 
and 9,800 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River 
Kabul, a total of 37,000 
cusecs of water released 
at Nowshera and 7,700 
cusecs released from Riv-
er Chenab at Marala.—APP

Ayaz pays 
tribute to 

Parliamentarians 
I S L A M A B A D : S p e a k e r  
National Assembly Sar-
dar Ayaz Sadiq Tuesday 
strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack that took 
place on May 6, 2018, tar-
geting Federal Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal.  In his state-
ment, the Speaker lauded 
Federal Minster Ahsan 
Iqbal for his courage and 
resilience in the face of 
a life-threatening assault, 
calling it a testament to 
his unwavering commit-
ment to public service and 
democratic values. Ayaz 
Sadiq also said that all  
parliamentarians—wheth-
er present in the House 
or not—have consistently 
demonstrated exception-
al bravery and resolve in 
the face of terrorism.  He 
said that members of Par-
liament have not only con-
fronted such threats with 
courage but have also re-
mained steadfast in fulfill-
ing their responsibilities 
to the people of the coun-
try, even during the most 
trying times. The Speaker 
highlighted that terrorism 
has posed a persistent 
challenge to Pakistan’s 
democratic institutions, 
but the determination and 
unity of its elected repre-
sentatives have served as 
a powerful response to 
those who seek to under-
mine the country’s demo-
cratic process.—APP

Hanif warns 
India over 

water dispute
RAWALPINDI :Ra i lw ay 
Minister Muhammad 
Hanif Abbasi on Tues-
day said that Pakistan is 
prepared for war if India 
disrupts its water supply, 
stressing a strong stance 
on the water dispute.  
“While Pakistan has al-
ways prioritized peace, 
underestimating our capa-
bility to fight a war would 
be India’s grave mistake,” 
he said in a brief media in-
teraction.  He said that Pa-
kistan would respond with 
full potential if India stops 
Pakistan’s waters.—APP 

Commerce 
Minister 

discusses 
tariff changes 

with APSEA
I S L A M A B A D : Z a i n 
Mahmood, Chairman of the 
All Pakistan Solvent Extrac-
tors Association (APSEA), 
along with his team, called 
on Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan to 
discuss key issues facing the 
edible oil industry, particular-
ly the need for tariff changes 
on soybean and canola im-
ports to support domestic 
production. The Coordinator 
to Prime Minister on Com-
merce Rana Ihsaan Afzal, 
and Secretary Commerce, 
Jawad Paul were also present 
during the meeting, said a 
press release issued here on 
Tuesday.
Mahmood emphasized the 
importance of protecting and 
promoting local farmers by 
introducing appropriate ad-
justments in tariff structures. 
He noted that revising im-
port tariffs could incentivize 
the cultivation and process-
ing of oil seeds within Paki-
stan, thereby strengthening 
self-reliance and reducing 
dependence on imports. 
The Chairman APSEA also 
proposed various measures 
to increase the production of 
oilseeds, including sunflow-
er, soybean, and canola, to 
reduce the country’s import 
bill and make the local indus-
try more productive.
Minister Jam Kamal Khan 
assured the delegation of the 
government’s full support. 
He reiterated the Ministry of 
Commerce’s commitment to 
policy initiatives that enhance 
local agricultural value chains 
and industrial sustainability.
The meeting reflected 
the government’s con-
tinued engagement with 
industry stakeholders to 
develop trade policies 
that align with nation-
al economic goals.—APP

AC inspects 
filling station, 
seals pump 

ISLAMABAD:On the instruc-
tions of Deputy Commission-
er,  Abdul Akram, Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Darra,  
Faiz Muhammad on Tues-
day inspected several fill-
ing stations/petrol and die-
sel pumps located in tehsil 
and sealed a petrol pump 
for violations.   On this 
occasion, petrol and die-
sel rates, legal documents 
were inspected. Petrol 
measurement and rates 
were checked.   The assis-
tant commissioner sealed 
Firdous petrol pump for 
non-registration and the 
administration was ad-
vised to register the pump 
as soon as possible so that 
legal requirements could 
be fulfilled.—APP

Traders denounce new
 tax laws as oppressive

The government must reverse the move before our patience runs out because, instead of  
institutional reforms, the policy of granting unchecked powers to officials amounts to a declaration 

 of war against the business community
dna

ISLAMABAD: Business leader 
and former President of the Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI), Dr. Shahid 
Rasheed Butt, on Tuesday strong-
ly criticized the recent changes 
in tax laws, stating that granting 
authoritarian powers to tax au-
thorities without consulting the 
business community will not in-
crease revenue; instead, it will 
likely lead to a decline. He issued 
a stark warning that this decision 
would not only eliminate the re-
maining investments in the coun-
try but also hasten the alarming 
outflow of capital, jeopardizing 
its economic stability. Addressing 
an emergency meeting of traders 

and industrialists, Shahid Rash-
eed Butt said that amendment in 
tax laws violates the fundamental 
rights of the business communi-
ty, which is currently protesting 
against it. The government must 
reverse the move before our pa-
tience runs out because, instead 
of institutional reforms, the poli-
cy of granting unchecked powers 
to officials amounts to a declara-
tion of war against the business 
community. He stated that the 
authoritarian powers given to tax 
officials are blatant proof of an an-
ti-business agenda. Exploiting the 
business sector under the guise 
of tax collection is unacceptable. 
We reject the crushing of the busi-
ness community under the cover 
of legal authority. Those in power 
must consider implications, he 

warned. The business leader ex-
plained that under the ordinance, 
the FBR now has the authority to 
freeze bank accounts, seize busi-
ness documents, attach movable 
and immovable properties, and 
arrest taxpayers without court ap-
proval. He added that these pow-
ers contradict the basic principles 
of the Constitution, personal lib-
erty, and due process. Pushing 
away traders and investors from 
the government is a dangerous at-
tempt.  He further noted that this 
measure will make doing business 
in Pakistan even more difficult. 
FBR is already facing a credibility 
crisis. He emphasized that grant-
ing it more powers without insti-
tutional reforms would prove eco-
nomically disastrous. He recalled 
that such steps have been used to 

harass the business community, 
resulting in economic uncertain-
ty and mistrust.   Shahid Butt 
stressed that if the government 
genuinely wishes to expand the 
tax net, it must adopt friendly and 
trust-based policies. “No one pays 
taxes or invests in an atmosphere of 
fear. We need transparency, simplic-
ity, and accountability in FBR’s con-
duct, not threats and coercion,” he 
said. He cautioned that this action 
could further dissuade local and for-
eign investors, who are already dis-
heartened by the economic insta-
bility that has gripped the country. 
Shahid Rasheed Butt demanded 
that the ordinance be immediate-
ly withdrawn and thoroughly re-
viewed, insisting that no legislative 
action should be taken without first 
consulting the business communi-

ty. He stated that if the decision is 
not reversed, the trader community 
will have no choice but to take to 
the streets in protest. He urged 
the media, civil society, and polit-
ical parties to oppose these meas-
ures, which will harm businesses, 
the economy, revenue, and jobs. 
Shahid Rasheed Butt emphasized 
that sustainable tax reforms can-
not be achieved through fear and 
suppression. True economic re-
vival depends on dialogue, trust, 
and mutual respect between the 
state and its entrepreneurs. 
With an already unfair and 
corrupt tax system hindering 
growth and investment, the 
new coercive measures will 
likely add to compliance and 
enforcement challenges rather 
than resolve the existing issues.

Pakistan’s export to 
 Afghanistan increase 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s export of goods 
and services to Afghanistan witnessed an 
increase of 64.48 percent during the first 
nine months of the fiscal year (2024-25) as 
compared to the exports of the correspond-
ing period of last year, State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) reported. The overall exports to 
Afghanistan were recorded at US $623.285 
million during July-March (2024-25) against 
exports of US $378.922 million during Ju-
ly-March (2023-24), SBP data revealed. 
On a year-on-year basis, the exports to Af-
ghanistan decreased by 45.54 percent from 
$55.907 million in March 2024, against the 
exports of $30.445 million in March 2025.
Meanwhile, on a month-on-month basis, the 
exports to Afghanistan also dipped by 15.37 
percent during March 2025 as compared to 
the exports of $35.977 million in February 
2025, the SBP data revealed.
Overall Pakistan’s exports to other coun-
tries witnessed an increase of 7.72 percent 

in the first nine months, from US $22.891 
billion to US $24.659 billion, the SBP data 
revealed. On the other hand, the imports 
from Afghanistan into the country during 
the months under review were recorded 
at US $20.127 million against US $6.438 
million last year, showing an increase of 
212.62 percent in July-March (2024-25).
On a year-on-year basis, the imports for Af-
ghanistan witnessed an increase of 99.79 
percent from US $0.960 million in March 
2024, against the imports of US $1.918 mil-
lion in March 2025. On a month-on-month 
basis, the imports from Afghanistan into 
the country also witnessed a decrease of 
36.23 percent during March 2025, as com-
pared to the imports of US $3.008 million 
during February 2025, according to the 
data. The overall imports into the country 
witnessed an increase of 11.08 per cent, 
from $39.056 billion to US $43.387 billion, 
according to the data.—APP

Certified seeds to farmers  
top priority: Tanveer

dna

ISLAMABAD:A high-level 
meeting on the availability 
and regulation of rice and 
cotton seeds was held on 
Tuesday under the chairman-
ship of Minister for National 
Food Security and Research 
Rana Tanveer Hussain. The 
meeting focused on assess-
ing the current stock of cer-
tified seeds, addressing mal-
practices in the seed market, 
and reviewing measures to 
improve seed quality and ag-
ricultural productivity.  Min-
ister was briefed that the to-
tal cotton seed requirement 
for the upcoming season is 
53,796 metric tons, while 

more than 50,000 metric 
tons are already available, 
ensuring no shortage of cot-
ton seeds for farmers across 
the country.  The minister 
expressed serious concern 
over the malpractices in the 
sale of seeds, particularly 
the rampant availability of 
non-certified seeds in the 
market.  It was revealed that 
several companies are in-
volved in facilitating the sale 
of such substandard seeds.  
In response, the ministry has 
banned 392 companies found 
guilty of distributing uncerti-
fied and fake seeds.  Empha-
sizing the importance of local 
seed development, the min-
ister stated that efforts are 

underway to minimize the 
import of seeds and improve 
the quality of indigenously 
produced varieties. 
“Through the widespread 
use of certified seeds, we 
can significantly enhance 
the yield per acre and bring 
sustainability to our agri-
culture sector”, he added.  
Rana Tanveer expressed 
concerns over the smug-
gling of seeds from India, 
which is being openly ad-
vertised on social media 
platforms and said  that the 
ministry is working close-
ly with law enforcement 
agencies to take strict ac-
tion against those involved 
in this illegal activity.  To 

counter the issue of volatile 
price fluctuations, the min-
ister stressed the need to 
boost agricultural produc-
tivity through better seed 
quality and farming prac-
tices.  He also informed 
the participants that the 
National Seed Develop-
ment Authority has been 
established to monitor seed 
quality, prevent the sale 
of fake seeds, and enforce 
stringent regulations. 
Under new regulations, seed 
companies will now be reg-
istered for a period of five 
years, after which extensions 
will be granted based on per-
formance and compliance with 
quality standards.  

AARI seminar 
urges pulse  

intercropping 
ISLAMABAD:The Ayub Agricultural Research Institute 
(AARI), Faisalabad, hosted a high-level agricultural seminar 
focused on the importance of pulse intercropping in irrigated 
areas as a means to boost domestic production and reduce 
Pakistan’s heavy reliance on costly pulse imports.  The event 
was chaired by Dr Sajid-ur-Rehman, Director General Re-
search, Punjab, and attended by a large number of agricul-
tural scientists from across the country. According to a press 
release said here the aim of the seminar was to encourage 
farmers and agricultural policymakers to integrate pulses 
into conventional cropping systems to enhance productivity, 
promote soil health, and conserve foreign exchange currently 
being spent on pulse imports. In his keynote address, Dr Sa-
jid-ur-Rehman stated that “Pakistan spends billions of rupees 
every year to import pulses from Australia, Africa, and other 
countries. In the prevailing economic crisis, this dependency 
places a serious burden on the national economy. To save val-
uable foreign exchange, we must promote pulse cultivation in 
irrigated areas, especially through intercropping. This is not 
just an option—it is the need of the hour.” Sajid further said 
that AARI scientists have not only introduced improved and 
climate-resilient varieties of chickpea, lentil, mung bean, and 
mash but are also working closely with officers of the Agri-
culture Extension Department to deliver modern production 
technologies to farmers’ doorsteps. Dr Khalid Hussain, Chief 
Scientist of the Pulses Section, highlighted that pulses are a 
key source of over 20 percent protein, rich in iron and dietary 
fiber, and an economical substitute for meat in low-income 
diets. He added that pulse crops improve soil fertility by fix-
ing nitrogen, making intercropping a sustainable solution for 
increased land productivity. The seminar was attended by 
experts from the University of Agriculture Faisalabad, the 
Nuclear Institute for Agriculture and Biology (NIAB), and the 
Agriculture Extension Department, among other institutions. 
Participants were introduced to high-yielding pulse varieties 
being distributed through the Punjab Seed Corporation to 
progressive farmers. They were also briefed on best agro-
nomic practices such as timely sowing, seed rates, irrigation 
scheduling, weed and pest control, and harvesting methods. 
Speakers emphasized successful intercropping models in-
cluding mung bean and cowpea with spring sugarcane, and 
chickpea and lentil with autumn sugarcane, which enhance 
land-use efficiency and raise farm incomes.—DNA
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ASEAN’s achievements 
and Pakistan role in a 
rising regional power

OIC and Arab League 
must turn words into 
action on Gaza crisis

T HE Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), established in 1967, 
has emerged as a dynamic regional bloc that has significantly shaped 

Asia’s political, economic, and socio-cultural landscape. Comprising ten mem-
ber states—Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, 
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, and Cambodia—ASEAN has grown from a Cold War-
era alliance into one of the world’s most influential regional organizations. 
Its evolution from a conflict-prevention mechanism into a powerful economic 
and diplomatic player is a testament to the success of regional cooperation. 
Among ASEAN’s major achievements is its economic integration. With a com-
bined GDP of over $3.6 trillion and a population exceeding 670 million, ASEAN 
constitutes the fifth-largest economy in the world. Through the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community (AEC), the bloc has advanced regional trade, reduced tariffs, 
and facilitated investment flows among member states. Additionally, initiatives 
like the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)—the world’s 
largest free trade agreement involving ASEAN and key partners including Chi-
na, Japan, and South Korea—underscore ASEAN’s growing centrality in global 
commerce. Peace and stability in a historically volatile region is another key 
ASEAN success. Through consistent dialogue and multilateral diplomacy, ASE-
AN has maintained relative peace among its members for decades. Its consen-
sus-based approach, while sometimes criticized for being slow, has prevented 
open conflicts and fostered trust among nations with diverse political systems 
and historical grievances. In the socio-cultural sphere, ASEAN has worked to 
promote regional identity and cultural exchange. Programs in education, youth 
exchange, environmental sustainability, and disaster relief have helped build a 
sense of community and mutual resilience. Notably, ASEAN’s role during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in terms of sharing resources and medical support, high-
lighted its capacity for coordinated regional response. Pakistan, though not a 
member of ASEAN, has steadily strengthened ties with the bloc. As a mem-
ber of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) since 2004, Pakistan has engaged 
in security dialogue and regional cooperation. Islamabad views ASEAN as a 
crucial partner for its “Vision East Asia” policy, seeking enhanced trade, in-
vestment, and diplomatic ties. Pakistan’s exports to ASEAN are growing, and 
its strategic location offers potential as a bridge between Southeast Asia and 
Central Asia. Pakistan’s deeper involvement with ASEAN can also serve as a 
counterbalance to regional isolation and an opportunity for economic diversifi-
cation. With China as a major player in both CPEC and RCEP, Pakistan can lev-
erage these linkages to align more closely with ASEAN’s economic frameworks. 
Moreover, collaboration in areas like counter-terrorism, education, tourism, 
and climate change can further solidify Pakistan’s role as a proactive partner. 

T HE ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza demands more than sol-
emn declarations and symbolic gestures. As the world watches in horror, 

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Arab League—two of 
the most prominent political bodies representing Muslim and Arab nations—
must reckon with the inadequacy of their response. While both organizations 
have issued condemnations and called for ceasefires, the time has long passed 
for mere rhetoric. The suffering in Gaza demands decisive, coordinated, and 
sustained action. Since the escalation of violence began, thousands of Pales-
tinians have been killed, tens of thousands injured, and entire neighborhoods 
reduced to rubble. Civilian infrastructure—hospitals, schools, places of wor-
ship—has been systematically destroyed. Israel’s military operations, which it 
claims are targeted against Hamas, have inflicted disproportionate harm on the 
civilian population. Human rights organizations across the globe have raised 
alarm bells, yet the bombardment continues. The OIC and Arab League have 
convened multiple emergency summits and issued strong-worded statements 
decrying the violence and calling for the protection of Palestinian civilians. 
While these statements are important, they fall drastically short of the urgent 
diplomatic and political action needed. Many in the Arab and Muslim world are 
beginning to question the relevance and effectiveness of these institutions in 
moments of profound crisis. What is urgently needed is a shift from passive 
diplomacy to active engagement. First, the OIC and Arab League must lever-
age their collective political and economic influence on the global stage. This 
includes coordinated diplomatic pressure on Western allies of Israel, particular-
ly the United States and European Union, to demand an immediate ceasefire 
and an end to the blockade of Gaza. Regional powers with direct channels to 
both Israel and Hamas must act as credible mediators, pushing toward negoti-
ations that include guarantees for humanitarian aid, reconstruction, and long-
term political solutions. Second, there must be tangible support for Gaza’s be-
leaguered population. Financial pledges for reconstruction are necessary but 
insufficient if not followed through with effective delivery. The Arab League 
and OIC members should urgently organize humanitarian corridors, supply 
essential medical aid, and provide support to international NGOs working on 
the ground. It is time for these institutions to lead not just in condemnation 
but in relief. Finally, the crisis in Gaza cannot be divorced from the broader 
failure to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Arab League’s 2002 peace 
initiative, which offered normalization in return for a two-state solution, re-
mains on the table but has been sidelined in recent years. The OIC and Arab 
League must reignite serious efforts toward a just and lasting solution—one 
that guarantees the rights, dignity, and sovereignty of the Palestinian people.
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From development to post-development

Pakistan’s impregnable strategic deterrence

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Qamar Bashir

I N recent years, Australia’s national 
security discourse has undergone a 
substantial transformation, character-

ized by a heightened sense of threat per-
ception in relation to the regional strategic 
environment, most notably concerning the 
rise of China. Łukasz Fijałkowski’s case 
study meticulously interrogates this shift 
through the lens of securitization theo-
ry, foregrounding the discursive practices 
through which China is constructed as an 
existential threat within Australian political 
and security narratives. The study is situ-
ated within a broader context marked by 
increasing geopolitical tensions in the In-
do-Pacific region and a waning confidence 
in the efficacy of multilateral institutions to 
uphold a “rules-based international order.” 
While Australia has historically aligned 
its security orientation with the United 
States—viewed as the principal guarantor 
of its strategic stability—the emerging as-
sertiveness of China, particularly in mili-
tary and economic domains, has disrupted 
longstanding assumptions underpinning 
Australia’s regional security posture. The 
paradox of Australia’s position is encapsu-
lated in its structural dependency on China 
for economic prosperity juxtaposed with its 
reliance on the U.S. for strategic security, 
thereby generating a dual imperative to si-
multaneously engage and resist China. This 
duality fosters a unique policy ambivalence, 
wherein China is both desecuritized in the 
context of trade relations and securitized in 
strategic and political dialogues. Employing 
the Copenhagen School’s securitization the-
ory, Fijałkowski demonstrates how political 
elites, predominantly from the ruling Labor 
Party and the Coalition, have discursively 
elevated China from a potential partner to 
a significant threat to national interests 
since 2017. This discursive shift is evident 

in governmental white papers, parliamenta-
ry debates and public security declarations, 
wherein China is portrayed as undermining 
the liberal order through coercive diploma-
cy, cyber intrusions and regional military 
assertiveness, particularly in the South 
China Sea. The author argues that this se-
curitization is not merely a reactive process 
but a proactive construction that serves to 
legitimize specific policy responses, such 
as increased defense spending, intelligence 
reforms and the strengthening of strategic 
alliances such as AUKUS and the Quad. 
This strategic recalibration marks a turn 
toward minilateralism, as Australia seeks 
more flexible and responsive frameworks 
that circumvent the limitations of broader 
multilateral institutions. Fijałkowski also il-
lustrates how securitization is not absolute 
but rather a dynamic and contested pro-
cess, often influenced by domestic political 
calculus and global power shifts. The mo-
ment of rupture in 2017, following Austral-
ia’s public criticism of Chinese influence 
operations and the subsequent legislative 
pushback against foreign interference, is 
identified as a critical juncture that catalyz-
ed the securitizing move. China’s retaliato-
ry trade sanctions further intensified the 
securitization narrative, revealing the fra-
gility of Australia’s economic interdepend-
ence and prompting a reevaluation of its 
foreign policy orientation. Despite this, the 
economic interlinkages have not been sev-
ered andAustralia continues to engage Chi-
na in sectors such as education, mining and 
agriculture, demonstrating the selective 
nature of securitization and the ongoing ne-
gotiation between security imperatives and 
economic interests. The paper thus contrib-
utes to a nuanced understanding of securi-
ty politics by highlighting the performative 
dimension of threat construction, wherein 

the articulation of insecurity is instrumen-
tal in shaping public perception and state 
behavior. Moreover, Fijałkowski situates 
Australia’s securitization of China within a 
larger discourse of Western anxieties about 
the decline of U.S. hegemony and the re-
configuration of the global order, wherein 
China’s rise is interpreted as emblematic 
of systemic transformation. He contends 
that Australia’s security policy is caught in 
a structural contradiction, compelled to as-
sert agency in a geopolitical space increas-
ingly defined by great-power rivalry, yet 
constrained by its middle-power status and 
limited strategic autonomy. Consequently, 
Australia’s security narrative reflects both 
a reaction to material shifts in regional 
power dynamics and a normative commit-
ment to preserving a liberal international 
order. This dual imperative fosters a strate-
gic posture that is simultaneously resistant 
and adaptive, drawing from realist assess-
ments of power while normatively adher-
ing to liberal institutional frameworks. The 
analysis concludes that the securitization 
of China is not merely a defensive strate-
gy but an active reconstitution of Austral-
ia’s national identity and role within the 
Indo-Pacific, predicated on the perceived 
need to contain revisionist powers and up-
hold regional stability. In this regard, Fi-
jałkowski’s work offers significant insights 
into the complex interplay between identi-
ty, power and security, revealing how states 
construct threats not only to protect their 
material interests but also to affirm their 
normative positions within a transform-
ing international system. His case study 
of Australia underscores the importance 
of discursive politics in security studies 
and invites further research into how oth-
er middle powers navigate similar ten-
sions in their foreign and security policies.

T HE story of Pakistan and India’s strategic rivalry 
is as old as the two nations themselves. Since their 
creation in 1947, both countries have fought multi-

ple wars, engaged in intense military standoffs, and main-
tained a constant state of strategic vigilance. While the 
battles on the field ended decades ago, the competition in 
defense, deterrence, and doctrine continues in full force. 
At the heart of this enduring standoff lies a surprising re-
ality: despite being smaller in size, economy, and military 
resources, Pakistan has managed to establish a credible 
strategic balance with its much larger neighbor, India. 
This balance has not only deterred war but has stabilized 
the region in the shadow of recurring crises.
India, with a population exceeding 1.4 billion and an econ-
omy nearing $4 trillion, has clear quantitative advantages 
over Pakistan, whose population is around 250 million and 
economy hovers near $341 billion. On paper, India out-
matches Pakistan in nearly every conventional military 
metric—from troop strength and defense budget to the vol-
ume of arms imports and defense-industrial capacity. How-
ever, Pakistan, through strategic ingenuity, tactical pre-
cision, and smart resource allocation, has achieved what 
military theorists term as a “kinetic strategic balance.”
To understand how such balance is achieved, especially be-
tween asymmetrical powers, one must examine the strate-
gic balance formula developed and widely accepted among 
military analysts and defense planners. It is expressed as:
{Strategic Balance} = \frac{M_1}{M_2}
where “M” represents the overall military capability of 
each state, derived from multiplying five core factors:
M = F \Q \T \E \N
In this equation:
F stands for force size, which includes not only the number 
of active duty soldiers but also reserve personnel and par-
amilitary forces.
Q reflects the quality of weapons and equipment, taking 
into account technological sophistication, modernity, and 
battlefield effectiveness.
T represents the training and doctrinal maturity of the 
armed forces, their readiness, discipline, and capacity to 
execute strategies under pressure.
E signifies economic capacity—the ability of a country to 
sustain military operations over time, fund innovations, 
and manage logistics.
N measures nuclear capability, including the size, delivery 
mechanisms, and credibility of the nuclear deterrent.
Let’s apply this formula to India and Pakistan using approx-

imate and normalized scales. India’s overall active military 
personnel number around 1.45 million, supplemented by 
an additional million in reserves and another million-plus 
in paramilitary units. Pakistan maintains roughly 654,000 
active troops, 550,000 in reserve, and nearly half a million 
paramilitary personnel. On a scale of 1 to 10, India’s force 
size scores a 10 while Pakistan’s earns around 6.5.
In terms of weapon quality, India operates advanced sys-
tems such as Rafale fighter jets, S-400 air defense systems, 
and is building up a blue-water navy. Pakistan relies on a 
diversified mix of Chinese, American, and Turkish plat-
forms, with domestic capabilities like the JF-17 fighter jet 
and Babur cruise missiles. India’s score on this scale would 
be around 8, with Pakistan close behind at 6.5.
Training and doctrine are where Pakistan edges closer to 
parity. Over decades of direct and indirect conflict, Paki-
stan’s military has evolved into a highly professional, stra-
tegically nimble force. It has effectively adopted doctrines 
of hybrid warfare, swift retaliation, and nuclear ambiguity. 
India’s larger forces sometimes suffer from organizational 
inertia, though efforts at modernization are ongoing. On 
this front, Pakistan may rate an 8, while India scores a 7.
Economically, the gap is stark. India’s economy is 
nearly ten times larger than Pakistan’s, and its defense 
budget—exceeding $83 billion—dwarfs Pakistan’s $9.6 
billion allocation. This difference affects everything 
from procurement cycles to research and development 
capacity. On this scale, India scores a full 10, while 
Pakistan reasonably scores about 3.
Finally, the nuclear equation offers one of the most stabi-
lizing forces in the strategic balance. India is believed to 
possess around 164 nuclear warheads with the capability 
to deliver them via air, land, and potentially sea. Pakistan 
holds an estimated 170 nuclear warheads and has devel-
oped tactical nuclear weapons like the Nasr missile system 
to deter India’s “Cold Start” doctrine. Both countries score 
roughly equal in nuclear capability at 8.5 each, though with 
different strategic philosophies—India embracing “No First 
Use” and Pakistan maintaining deliberate ambiguity.
When we multiply these normalized scores, India’s kinetic 
military capability index amounts to:
10.8.7.10.8.5 = 47,600
Pakistan’s equivalent score is:
6.5.6.5.8.3.8.5 = 9,004
The final ratio, therefore, is:
{47,600}/{9,004}=approx 5.3
This 5.3:1 balance heavily favors India in pure kinetic po-

tential. Yet, military history and modern strategic think-
ing teach us that war is not determined by ratios alone. 
The question is not just whether one side can win—but 
whether it can win without unacceptable costs. And it is 
precisely here that Pakistan has succeeded in establish-
ing deterrence. Its nuclear capability, doctrinal evolution, 
and war-readiness have made it abundantly clear that any 
full-scale Indian aggression would invite unbearable retalia-
tion, regardless of conventional superiority.
The long peace since the 1971 war is a testament to this 
equilibrium. Even the 1999 Kargil conflict, initiated by 
Pakistani forces, remained limited in scope and quickly 
drew international mediation. Afterward, both countries 
adopted more robust postures: India developed doc-
trines for rapid retaliation, while Pakistan responded 
with battlefield nuclear readiness. The result has been 
a tense yet stable balance—volatile at the surface, but 
deeply anchored in mutual deterrence.
To illustrate this concept more clearly, we can compare it 
to the relationship between the United States and Cana-
da. The U.S., with a defense budget over $850 billion and 
global power projection capabilities, is militarily incompa-
rable to Canada, which spends under $30 billion and does 
not possess nuclear weapons. Yet, the two nations have 
enjoyed peaceful borders and extensive defense coopera-
tion for over a century. Canada does not attempt to match 
U.S. military capabilities but instead relies on institutional 
trust, shared values, and alliance structures like NORAD 
and NATO. It has deterrence not through power parity, but 
through political and structural integration.
In contrast, Pakistan has no alliance structure with In-
dia, no institutional trust, and no history of mutual de-
fense. It must therefore achieve balance through direct 
capability and posture—especially nuclear. And despite 
overwhelming asymmetry on paper, Pakistan’s strategic 
deterrence has worked. It has denied India the ability to 
impose its will militarily without facing existential risks 
in return. In the final analysis, strategic balance is less 
about overpowering an adversary and more about ren-
dering war unthinkable. Pakistan’s success in creating 
this balance—despite economic challenges and numeri-
cal inferiority—demonstrates that military deterrence is 
not reserved for the rich or powerful. It is a function 
of clarity, innovation, and above all, credibility. The ki-
netic balance formula, when correctly understood and 
applied, offers not just a measure of military might—but 
a blueprint for peace through proportional deterrence.
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MULTAN: Peshawar Zalmi kept their play-
off hopes alive in the 10th edition of the Pa-
kistan Super League (PSL) with a dominant 
performance, defeating Multan Sultans by 
seven wickets in a must-win encounter.
Chasing a modest 109-run target, Zalmi 
knocked the winning runs for the loss of 
just three wickets and 42 balls to spare 
to register their fourth victory, which 
helped them close in on fourth-placed 
Lahore Qalandars. The 2017 champions, 
however, had a contrasting start to the 
pursuit as Mitchell Owen (one) fell victim 
to David Willey in the first over with just 
eight runs on the board. Ayub then put 
together a one-sided 49-run partnership 
for the second wicket with skipper Ba-
bar Azam, who scored a scratchy 13-ball 
eight before being cleaned up by emerg-
ing pacer Shahid Aziz in the seventh 
over. Aziz struck again in his next over 

to dismiss set batter Ayub, who remained 
the top-scorer for Zalmi with a 33-ball 49, 
studded with four fours and three sixes. 
Bryant, on the other hand, batted until 
the end and steered Zalmi to a comfort-
able victory with an unbeaten 38 off 20 
deliveries, laced with five fours and a six.
He also shared a match-winning 40-run 
partnership with Mohammad Haris, who 
scored seven not out from 10 deliveries.
Shahid Aziz led the Sultans’ bowling charge 
with two wickets for just 17 runs in his 
three overs, while Willey bagged one.
Earlier, Peshawar Zalmi delivered a dis-
ciplined bowling performance to restrict 
Multan Sultans to a modest 108 runs. Cap-
tain Mohammad Rizwan’s decision to bat 
first backfired as his side was bowled out 
for just 108 in 19.1 overs. The home side 
got off to a shaky start with both openers 
— Yasir Khan (10) and skipper Rizwan (17) 
— falling inside the powerplay, leaving the 
score at 34/2. Following the early setbacks, 
Tayyab Tahir attempted to counterattack 

with a brisk cameo but managed only 22 off 
18 deliveries, including two fours and a six, 
before falling to Ahmed Daniyal in the ninth 
over. His dismissal triggered a collapse, as 
Sultans lost three quick wickets and slipped 
to 66/6 in 12.1 overs. Meanwhile, Shai 
Hope tried to anchor the innings during 
the collapse and stitched a cautious 20-run 
partnership with David Willey. He eventual-
ly top-scored with 23 off 21 balls (2 fours, 
1 six) before being caught and bowled by 
Alzarri Joseph in the 15th over.
Sultans’ struggles continued as David 
Willey was dismissed in the 17th over by 
Ahmed Daniyal after a slow knock of 8 off 
16 balls, which included one boundary. Mo-
hammad Hasnain offered brief resistance 
at the end with 11 off 10 balls but was the 
last man to fall on the first delivery of the fi-
nal over. Ahmed Daniyal was the pick of the 
bowlers for Zalmi, finishing with figures of 
3/17 in four overs. Maaz Sadaqat and Luke 
Wood claimed two wickets each, while Ali 
Raza, Saim Ayub, and Alzarri Joseph took 

one apiece. Earlier, Multan Sultans won 
the toss and elected to bat first against 
Peshawar Zalmi. Squads Multan Sultans: 
Mohammad Rizwan, Usama Mir and Mi-
chael Bracewell (all platinum), David Wil-
ley, Iftikhar Ahmed and Usman Khan (all 
diamond), Chris Jordan, Kamran Ghulam 
and Mohammad Hasnain (all gold), Faisal 
Akram, Akif Javed, Gudakesh Motie, Josh 
Little and Tayyab Tahir (all silver), Shahid 
Aziz and Ubaid Shah (both emerging), Mu-
hammad Amir Barki, Ashton Turner and 
Yasir Khan (all supplementary).
Peshawar Zalmi: Babar Azam (c), Saim 
Ayub and Tom Kohler-Cadmore (all plat-
inum), Mohammad Haris, George Linde 
and Mohammad Ali (both diamond), 
Hussain Talat, Nahid Rana and Abdul 
Samad (all gold), Arif Yaqoob, Mehran 
Mumtaz, Sufiyan Muqeem and Najibul-
lah Zadran (all silver), Ali Raza and 
Maaz Sadaqat (both emerging), Mitchell 
Owen, Ahmed Daniyal, Alzarri Joseph 
and Ihsanullah (all supplementary). 

PSL 10: Peshawar Zalmi keep playoff hopes alive 
Chasing a modest 109-run target, Zalmi knocked the winning runs for 
the loss of just three wickets and 42 balls to spare to register their fourth 
victory, which helped them close in on fourth-placed Lahore Qalandars
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“I pay tribute to politicians 
from all parties who gave 
their lives in this fight. Our 
leaders have shed blood to 
protect the country,” he 
said. He added that the spir-
it of sacrifice exists in every 
part of Pakistani society.  
“There is no group or class 
in this country that hasn’t 
suffered. Even the politi-
cians in this Parliament have 
earned their place in history 
for their bravery.” Highlight-
ing growing criticism within 
India, Tarar pointed to the 
failure of Indian forces to 
provide security during the 
Pahalgam attack. “Even In-
dians are questioning how 
nine hundred thousand 
troops in Kashmir failed 
to stop the incident. India 
has also failed diplomati-
cally,” he said. Tarar said 
Pakistan has demanded an 
international investigation 
into the Pahalgam incident, 
increasing pressure on In-
dia. “India is now cornered. 
If it even thinks of aggres-
sion, Pakistan’s response 
will make history.”   He said 
that the entire Pakistani na-
tion stands united behind 
its armed forces. “We are 
exposing India’s lies day 
by day. During our recent 
visit to the Line of Control, 
Indian media had no choice 
but to cover it. When they 
tried to block our social me-
dia accounts, we responded 
with full strength.” Tarar 
recalled a moment with 
students near the LoC, say-
ing, “A child told me, ‘Let 
us face the enemy too—our 
chests are ready.’ When a 
nation’s youth, mothers, 
and daughters show such 
resolve, it cannot be defeat-
ed.” Reaffirming Pakistan’s 
stand against terrorism, 
Tarar warned that conspir-
acies against the country 
would fail in the face of 
national unity and resil-
ience. He said Pakistan is 
a strong nation that always 
triumphs when united. “His-
tory proves it. Whenever we 
stood together, we defeated 
powerful enemies by the 
grace of Allah.”   Attaullah 
Tarar strongly condemned 
the terrorists involved in 
the Jaffar Express attack 
and exposed their links to 
Indian state-sponsored ter-
rorism. “I want to call out 
those terrorists from the 
floor of the House today—
the ones who were given a 
platform on Indian media. If 
they had any courage, they 
would have removed their 
masks and shown their fac-
es before giving interviews. 
But they hid behind masks 
and took shelter on Indian 
channels,” he said. He ques-
tioned how Indian media 
aired footage of the railway 
track blasts shortly after the 
incident, calling it proof of 
Indian involvement. “The 
trail leads directly to Indian 
state-sponsored sabotage.”   
He criticized the hypocrisy 
of accusing Pakistan of ter-
rorism while ignoring the 
fact that Pakistan has paid 
an enormous price in the 
fight against militancy. “We 
have sacrificed 90,000 lives 
in the war on terror. Name 
one other country that has 
made such immense sac-
rifices.”   He called the 
Pahalgam incident a false 
flag operation by India’s 
BJP government, aimed at 
harming Pakistan’s global 
reputation and halting its 
economic progress. “They 
thought this attack would 
benefit them, but it back-
fired.” He dismissed Indian 
media claims that Hindus 
were specifically targeted. 
“A Muslim was also killed. 
If it was truly indiscrimi-
nate, how do you explain 
someone calmly enjoying a 
zipline ride in the video?”  

7 security 
personnel 
Martyred
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28-year-old Naik Mashkoor 
Ali from Orakzai, 26-year-
old Sepoy Tariq Nawaz from 
Lakki Marwat, 28-year-old 
Sepoy Wajid Ahmed Faiz 
from Bagh, 22-year-old Sepoy 
Muhammad Asim from Kar-
ak and 28-year-old Sepoy Mu-
hammad Kashif Khan from 
Kohat “made the ultimate 
sacrifice and embraced mar-
tyrdom”. It added that saniti-
sation of the area was being 
carried out to eliminate any 
terrorists present in the area. 
The ISPR said the perpetra-
tors of the “heinous act” 
would be brought to justice.

A farewell event in honor of
Consul General Iran in Karachi
The ceremony was attended by a large number of diplomats from various 

countries, prominent citizens, business community and the media fraternity
Nazir Siyal 

KARACHI: A farewell re-
ception was organized in 
the honor of Iranian Consul 
General here at a local ho-
tel on Monday. CG Hassan 
Nourian, as he prepares to 
conclude his tenure of four 
and a half years. The event 
was marked by warm trib-
utes celebrating his efforts 
to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship and understand-
ing between Pakistan and 
Iran. The ceremony was 
attended by a large number 
of diplomats from various 
countries, prominent citi-
zens, business community 
and the media fraternity. 
A representative from Paki-
stan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs praised Nourian’s 
diplomatic service and ex-
tended best wishes for his 
future endeavors. Speaking 
on the occasion, fellow dip-
lomats acknowledged Has-
san Nourian’s contributions 
to regional diplomacy and 

congratulated him on suc-
cessfully nurturing bilateral 
ties during a time marked 
by significant regional and 
global shifts. In his address, 
Hassan Nourian expressed 
gratitude for the opportu-

nity to serve in Pakistan 
and said he had carried out 
his diplomatic duties with 
sincerity and commitment. 
“It has been a privilege to 
serve in a country where 
our shared history, culture, 

and values resonate so 
strongly,” he said. He add-
ed that his time in Pakistan 
was dedicated to fostering 
brotherly relations between 
the two neighboring Islamic 
nations. The outgoing CG 

Nourian also thanked Iran’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
his diplomatic team, and 
his Pakistani and foreign 
friends who supported him 
during his posting. 
Nourian emphasized that 

the connection between 
Pakistan and Iran is not 
merely geographical, it is 
rooted in shared cultur-
al and literary heritage, 
which continues to bind 
the two nations together.

Pakistan reaffirms  
global commitment to 
disaster risk reduction 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change and 
Environmental Coordination Dr. Musadiq Malik on Tues-
day inaugurated the 2nd Pakistan Expo on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (PEDRR-25), organized by the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA), reaffirming the nation’s 
strong commitment to disaster preparedness and climate 
resilience. Addressing a distinguished gathering of diplo-
mats, parliamentarians, UN representatives, humanitarian 
partners, academics, and private sector leaders, the Minis-
ter highlighted Pakistan’s pioneering role in disaster risk 
management despite being among the most climate-vul-
nerable countries globally. “This expo reflects Pakistan’s 
unwavering commitment to strengthening disaster resil-
ience through early warning systems, localized response 
mechanisms, and international cooperation,” the Minister 
said. “Pakistan has transformed challenges into opportu-
nities by developing indigenous capacities like NEOC and 
sharing technical expertise with regional partners, cre-
ating goodwill and diplomatic leverage.” Acknowledging 
the devastating impacts of climate-induced disasters such 
as the 2022 super floods, the Minister praised the collab-
orative efforts of Pakistan’s civil and military responders, 
NGOs, and development partners.  He also emphasized the 
need for global support in accessing climate finance and 
carbon markets to safeguard the country’s glaciers, food 
security, and water resources. The Minister stressed that 

disaster management in complex environments requires a 
culturally sensitive, data-driven, and community-inclusive 
approach. He lauded NDMA’s initiative to establish a na-
tional think tank and promote knowledge exchange with 
global academic institutions. “Pakistan’s vision for resil-
ience by 2030 hinges on innovation, inter-agency coordi-
nation, and evidence-based decision-making,” the Minister 
noted, calling on international donors to prioritize support 
for Pakistan’s adaptation and mitigation strategies. – DNA

Dar talks to 
Afghan FM
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political consultative mech-
anisms.The two sides also 
agreed on the importance 
of maintaining high-level 
contacts for fostering long-
term cooperation to pro-
mote peace and security in 
the region and beyond. The 
DPM/FM also briefed the 
Acting Afghan FM on recent 
provocation and illegal and 
unilateral measures by India 
against Pakistan, reiterating 
Pakistan’s commitment to 
peace and safeguarding Pa-
kistan’s sovereignty. Acting 
FM Muttaqi appreciated 
Pakistan’s proactive steps 
to ease trade and facilitate 
travel, and extended an in-
vitation to the DPM/FM to 
visit Afghanistan again. He 
conveyed prayers and best 
wishes for the Government 
and people of Pakistan.

UK 
planning on 
restricting...
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visa categories covered a 
total of 772,200 people in 
the year to March 2025, 
down 37% on the nearly 
1.24 million in the previous 
12 months, according to 
the Home Office data. The 
decline is likely to reflect 
changes in legal migration 
rules introduced early in 
2024 by the previous Con-
servative government, in-
cluding a ban on overseas 
care workers and students 
bringing family depend-
ents, and a steep rise in 
the salary threshold for 
skilled workers to £38,700. 

Indian 
designs 

bound to...
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superiority when your 
hands are soiled with the 
tears of mothers, screams 
of children and the silence 
of dead men. Pakistan has 
suffered from terrorism, for-
eign-sponsored, ideological-
ly-driven and brutally indis-
criminate. We have buried 
our soldiers and our school-
children. We have stood 
alone while the world avert-
ed its gaze. We have fought a 
menace not only with arms 
but with ideas, education, 
economic reforms and unity. 
I say this to India and the 
world, terrorism cannot be 
defeated by tanks alone, it 
must be defeated by justice. 
Terrorism cannot just be 
uprooted by bullets, it must 
be disarmed by hope, Chair-
man Bilawal said. “Terror-
ism cannot be eliminated by 
demonising nations, it must 
be defeated by addressing 
the grievances that give it 
birth”, Chairman PPP stat-
ed. Do you wish to end the 
violence in Kashmir? Then 
let the people speak. Let 
there be a plebiscite, not 
persecution. Let there be 
ballots, not bulldozers. Let 
there be autonomy, not an-
nexation. That is the only 
path to peace. No lie, no 
bullet, no bang will bury the 
truth. Kashmir is not India’s 
territory. It is a promise 
broken, a wound fester-
ing and a people waiting.  

SC raises 
many key 
questions
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Raza Rabbani explained 
that the funds would be 
spent through the federal 
government. Justice Man-
dokhail further asked who 
the intended beneficiaries 
of these funds are, to which 
Rabbani replied that they 
are meant for the victims 
of terrorism in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and the former 
Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA). He 
added that the war against 
terrorism is a national is-
sue. Justice Mandokhail 
observed that since the 
tax is collected from across 
the country, all provinces 
should have a share in the 
funds. In response, Raza 
Rabbani said he regretted 
if he had failed to clear-
ly convey his point and 
clarified that all collected 
funds are deposited into 
the Federal Consolidated 
Fund, from which the prov-
inces receive their share 
through the NFC Award. 
Representing the compa-
nies, senior lawyer Makh-
doom Ali Khan requested 
that the Auditor General 
and Secretary Finance be 
summoned. Justice Amin-
ud-Din Khan remarked 
that the court would first 
await the Attorney Gen-
eral’s response before 
deciding whether such a 
summons was necessary.

All roads lead to Rome Open 
for Sinner after doping ban

Milan: Jannik Sinner is 
the star of the show at the 
upcoming Rome Open as 
the world number one and 
Italian tennis hero gears up 
for his return to the courts 
after a contested doping 
ban. Away from the game 
since agreeing a suspension 
with the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) in February, 
Sinner was welcomed back 
to action on Monday by thou-
sands of fans who watched 
his first training session at 
the tournament on centre 
court at the Foro Italico.
Such is the interest in Sinner, 
who has become a national 
hero in Italy since rising to 
the top of the men’s game, 
that Sky Sport broadcast the 
practice match with world 
number 38 Jiri Lehecka live 
on television. All eyes will be 
on the 23-year-old as he hasn’t 
swung a racket since retaining 
his Australian Open title in 
January, a victory which took 

his Grand Slam tally to three. 
“I’m very happy, happy to be 
back here. It has been a very 
long, long three months,” Sin-
ner told reporters in a packed 
conference room inside the 
centre court. Fans in Rome 
have waited two years to see 
Sinner play their clay court 
tournament after he missed 
last year’s edition, won by Al-
exander Zverev, with injury. 
It is on a surface which is not 
his favourite and his rustiness 
was clear to see on Monday.
Only one of Sinner’s 19 
titles has come on clay, in 
Umag back in 2022, the 
same year as his best result 
in Rome, a quarter-final exit 
at the hands of beaten final-
ist Stefanos Tsitsipas.
However he does have 
some time before he final-
ly takes to the court, his 
status as the top-ranked 
player on the men’s tour 
allowing him a bye into the 
second round which starts 

on Friday. Sinner has been 
fortunate that none of his 
rivals took advantage of 
his enforced pause, with 
second-ranked Zverev still 
almost 2,000 points behind 
the man who beat him in 
the Australian Open final.
- Objective Roland Garros -
Meanwhile Carlos Alcaraz 
is yet to arrive in Rome af-
ter withdrawing from the 
Madrid Open while Novak 
Djokovic will have to wait a 
bit longer for his 100th ATP 
title after deciding to sit out 
a tournament he has won 
six times. Sinner is eyeing 
a run at the French Open, 
the second Slam of the sea-
son which follows the Rome 
tournament. “My objective 
is Roland Garros, I’m here 
to see what level I’m at,” 
said Sinner. “I’m not here 
to beat whoever, but to get 
past the second round and 
then see what happens.”
Sinner’s rise to the top of 

the game in 2024, when he 
won eight titles including 
his first two Slams and the 
ATP Finals, was dogged by 
the controversy which fol-
lowed his two positive tests 
for traces of clostebol in 
March last year. He said last 
month he hit “rock bottom” 
at the most recent Australi-
an Open, saying he felt like 
other players “looked at 
me differently”. Sinner was 
aggrieved as he feels he did 
nothing wrong, and WADA 
said explicitly he “did not 
intend to cheat”, accepting 
he was contaminated by 
his physiotherapist using a 
spray containing the banned 
substance to treat a cut be-
fore providing a massage. 
Regardless, he also had to 
accept the three-month ban 
offered by WADA, rather 
than risk being forced out 
of tennis for two years just 
as he became the domi-
nant force in men’s tennis.

PMYP plans to 
launch revolutionary 

Education Model 
ISLAMABAD: In a bid to equip young people with diverse 
career opportunities, the Prime Minister Youth Programme 
(PMYP) has planned for a groundbreaking of ‘education mod-
el’ that combines vocational training with professional fields. 
The innovative programme, set to establish new benchmark 
in Pakistan and Asia, aims to provide students with practical 
skills in areas such as driving, carpentry, electrical work, and 
more, alongside professional training in nursing, accountan-
cy, engineering, IT, and sports. The model seeks to bridge 
the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical skills, 
enabling students to excel in their chosen careers. By of-
fering a wide range of vocational and professional training 
options, PMYP hopes to empower young people with the 
skills and confidence needed to succeed in an ever-evolving 
job market. According to PMYP officials, the programme 
is designed to cater to the needs of the industry, ensuring 
that students are job-ready and equipped with the skills re-
quired by employers. The initiative is expected to benefit 
thousands of young people, providing them with a platform 
to launch their careers and contribute to the country’s eco-
nomic growth. The PMYP’s revolutionary education model 
is set to revolutionize the way young people approach edu-
cation and career development. By providing a unique blend 
of vocational and professional training, the programme is 
poised to produce a new generation of skilled and confident 
professionals who will drive Pakistan’s progress.  With its in-
novative approach and commitment to youth empowerment, 
PMYP’s education model is a significant step towards building 
a brighter future for the country’s young people. – Agencies

Gold prices increase 
Rs.6,100 to 356,100 per tola
ISLAMABAD: The price of 24 karat per tola gold wit-
nessed an increase of Rs.6,100 on Tuesday and was sold 
at Rs.356,100 against its sale at Rs.350,000 on the previ-
ous trading day, All Pakistan Sarafa Gems and Jewelers 
Association reported.  The prices of 10 grams of 24 karat 
also increased by Rs.5,232 to Rs.305,300 from Rs 300,068 
whereas the price of 10 grams of 22 Karat increased by 
Rs.4,796 to Rs.279,868 from Rs.275,072. The rates of 
per tola silver increased by Rs.57 to Rs.3,482 where-
as that of ten gram silver went up by Rs.22 to Rs.2,985. 
The price of gold in the international market increased 
by $61 to $3,377 from $3,316 whereas that of silver went 
up by $0.57 to $33.00, the Association reported. – APP

World Asthma Day observed 
to raise awareness

ISLAMABAD: World Asthma Day was observed on Tues-
day to raise awareness about asthma and improve care 
for patients around the world. Talking to private news 
channel, the health experts emphasized the importance 
of early diagnosis, regular treatment, and avoiding trig-
gers to manage asthma effectively. They urged people to 
consult doctors if they experience symptoms like short-
ness of breath, coughing, or wheezing. The theme for 
this year focused on promoting better access to asthma 
care for all, “Make Inhaled Treatments Accessible for 
ALL”. Awareness walks, seminars, and free check-up 
camps were organized in various cities to mark the day. 
A walk for awareness about asthma, its care, and treat-
ment was also organized in Islamabad to educate the 
public and provide them with the knowledge they need 
to manage their illness and lead healthy lives. – APP
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Laerke’s comments came a day after Israel’s military said expanded operations in Gaza would include 
displacing “most” of its residents, after the country’s security cabinet approved a plan that an Israeli 

official said would entail “the conquest of the Gaza Strip and the holding of the territories
GENEVA: The UN on Tuesday 
accused Israel of trying to 
“weaponize” the flow of aid 
into Gaza, leaving the popu-
lation desperate for food and 
water while delivering them 
“bombs” instead The United 
Nations’ humanitarian agency 
OCHA decried the worsening 
situation in the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory after 
nearly nine weeks of a total 
Israeli blockade on Gaza. “The 
bottom line is that there’s no 
aid to distribute anymore be-
cause the aid operation has 
been strangled... There’s no 
more to give,” OCHA spokes-
man Jens Laerke told re-
porters in Geneva. In Gaza, 

“there’s a desperate need for 
food getting in; they’re getting 
bombs,” he said. “They need 
water; they’re getting bombs. 
They need health care; they’re 
getting bombs.” He voiced out-
rage at Israel’s recent verbal 
update to representatives of a 
grouping of around 15 UN agen-
cies and 200 NGOs indicating 
plans to “shut down the exist-
ing aid distribution system” 
that the organizations run 
in Gaza. “The Israelis have 
asked them to instead deliver 
supplies through Israeli hubs 
under conditions set by the 
Israeli military,” Laerke said. 
The UN had f latly rejected 
that proposal, he said, stress-

ing that such a plan would 
“not live up to the core fun-
damental humanitarian prin-
ciples of impartiality, neutral-
ity and independent delivery 
of aid.” Aid, he insisted, must 
be given “based on needs and 
nothing else.” “It appears to 
be a deliberate attempt to 
weaponize the aid,” he said, 
adding that the proposed sys-
tem seemed “designed to fur-
ther control and restrict sup-
plies, which is the opposite 
of what is needed.” Instead, 
what was required to alleviate 
the suffering was for Israel 
to allow border crossings to 
reopen and for life-saving aid 
to go through, said Laerke. “We 

have aid pre-positioned outside 
of Gaza, ready to go in,” he add-
ed. Colleagues on the ground 
were describing people “rum-
maging through garbage try-
ing to find something edible,” 
he said, slamming the “harsh, 
brutal, inhuman reality” in 
the territory. He said that de-
spite the towering challenges 
in Gaza since the war erupted 
18 months ago, the UN and its 
partners have largely managed 
to deliver aid, provide health 
care, and roll out vaccination 
campaigns. “The great frustra-
tion of all this is that it is pos-
sible, and it can be done,” he 
said. Laerke’s comments came 
a day after Israel’s military 

said expanded operations in 
Gaza would include displacing 
“most” of its residents, after 
the country’s security cabinet 
approved a plan that an Israeli 
official said would entail “the 
conquest of the Gaza Strip and 
the holding of the territories.” 
Nearly all of Gaza’s inhabitants 
have already been displaced, 
often multiple times, since the 
start of the war sparked by Ha-
mas’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel. “Forced relocations 
of people: they’re not help-
ful, obviously,” Laerke said. 
“You need to know where 
people are in order to be able 
to provide aid to them... 
it ’s another blow.—Agencies

Gazans desperately need food, water 
— ‘they’re getting bombs’: UN

Briefs
Gold price 
increases 

Rs.6,100 per 
tola

ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
witnessed an increase of 
Rs.6,100 on Tuesday and was 
sold at Rs.356,100 against 
its sale at Rs.350,000 on 
the previous trading day, All 
Pakistan Sarafa Gems and 
Jewelers Association report-
ed. The prices of 10 grams 
of 24 karat also increased by 
Rs.5,232 to Rs.305,300 from 
Rs 300,068 whereas the 
price of 10 grams of 22 Kar-
at increased by Rs.4,796 to 
Rs.279,868 from Rs.275,072. 
The rates of per tola silver in-
creased by Rs.57 to Rs.3,482 
whereas that of ten gram 
silver went up by Rs.22 to 
Rs.2,985.The price of gold 
in the international market 
increased by $61 to $3,377 
from $3,316 whereas that of 
silver went up by $0.57 to 
$33.00, the Association re-
ported.—APP

SECP okays 
reforms 
to EMR 

for greater 
transparency

ISLAMABAD: The Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP) 
has approved a significant 
reduction in access fees 
and introduced several key 
enhancements to the Elec-
tronic Mortgage Register 
(EMR), accessible through 
the SECP’s Financial Insti-
tutions (FI) Portal. The ini-
tiative is part of its ongoing 
commitment to digital trans-
formation, financial transpar-
ency and the ease of doing 
business, said a press release 
issued by SECP on Tuesday.
To improve accessibility, 
operational efficiency and 
transparency within the fi-
nancial and corporate sec-
tors, the Commission has 
approved the major reforms 
like the EMR access fee has 
been substantially reduced 
from Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 3,000; 
and the validity period for 
system access has been ex-
tended from 30 days to 90 
days. Furthermore, access 
has now been extended to 
Registered Intermediaries, 
facilitating quicker prepa-
ration of mortgage search 
reports and streamlining the 
loan processing timelines for 
corporate borrowers. In ad-
dition to these reforms, sev-
eral new features have been 
introduced to enhance the 
overall functionality and user 
experience of the EMR sys-
tem. These include a distinct 
display of charges for merged 
or surviving companies, a 
bank-wise view of the total 
indebtedness of a company, 
monthly auto-alerts for un-
paid invoices sent to primary 
users, and a prepayment op-
tion for financial institutions 
aimed at improving system 
usage and minimizing delays. 
These enhancements form 
part of SECP’s broader stra-
tegic initiative to strengthen 
Pakistan’s digital regulatory 
infrastructure and respond to 
the evolving needs of stake-
holders.—APP

Czech court 
temporarily 
halts nuclear 

plant 
PRAGUE: A Czech court 
on Tuesday temporarily 
blocked the government in 
Prague from signing a multi-
billion-dollar agreement with 
South Korea for the con-
struction of two nuclear re-
actors, according to multiple 
reports, making it highly un-
likely that an official contract 
will be concluded this week. 
A South Korean consortium 
led by Korea Hydro & Nu-
clear Power Co. (KHNP) had 
been scheduled to finalize 
the deal on Wednesday with 
Czech state-run energy com-
pany Elektrarna Dukovany II 
(EDU II), a subsidiary of the 
country’s main electricity 
firm, CEZ. However, accord-
ing to multiple Czech media 
reports, the regional court 
in Brno issued an injunction 
preventing CEZ from signing 
the estimated 26 trillion-won 
(US$18.6 billion) contract 
until it reviews a legal com-
plaint filed by France’s 
EDF, a losing bidder in the 
tender. Last year, both EDF 
and another bidder, U.S.-
based Westinghouse, filed 
complaints with the Czech 
Office for the Protection of 
Competition (UOHS) over 
the government’s selec-
tion process. In October, 
however, the UOHS reject-
ed their appeals, prompt-
ing EDF to escalate the 
case to the court.—APP

New Zealand  
introduces 
bill to ban 

social media 
for under-16s

ANKARA: A New Zealand 
ruling party lawmaker has in-
troduced a bill in parliament 
to ban social media use for 
individuals under the age 
of 16 — a move that has re-
ceived the backing of Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon, 
according to local media on 
Tuesday. The bill, put for-
ward by National Party MP 
Catherine Wedd, would re-
quire social media companies 
to verify the age of users and 
prevent those under 16 from 
accessing their platforms, 
Radio New Zealand (RNZ) 
reported. Wedd argued that 
the country needs to do 
more to mitigate the risks 
social media poses to young 
people. “That’s why today 
National has introduced a 
members bill to ban social 
media for kids under 16 years 
old,” he said on X. The move 
comes after Australia passed 
similar legislation last year, 
becoming the first govern-
ment globally to enforce an 
under-16 social media ban. 
While most social media plat-
forms technically prohibit 
users under 13, enforcement 
has been lax, and children 
often bypass restrictions. 
Several platforms have faced 
criticism for allegedly using 
algorithms that increase user 
dependency — particularly 
among teens — though the 
companies strongly deny 
such claims.—Agencies 

Japan crane 
game test 
launched 
in foreign 
languages 

Japan: The Japan Crane 
Game Association has begun 
offering certification cours-
es in foreign languages as it 
seeks to tap into the growing 
popularity of the arcade game 
among international tourists. 
The “Kuretatsu” certifica-
tion, which commenced in 
2015, evaluates basic claw 
crane game skills over three 
levels. Upon passing, partic-
ipants receive a certificate 
and card, as well as special 
perks at affiliated arcades. 
Last Friday, certification 
for the third, starting grade 
was held for the first time 
with Chinese interpretation 
at crane game warehouse 
chain Everyday’s Okegawa 
branch in Saitama Prefec-
ture near Tokyo. Twelve 
Chinese-speaking foreigners 
participated in the session, 
which taught 12 basic tech-
niques for two-arm claws. All 
participants passed after suc-
cessfully demonstrating at 
least eight of the techniques 
and received coupons to play 
for real prizes in the arcade. 
“Many people think crane 
games are about luck, but 
Japanese crane games actual-
ly require a lot of skill,” said 
Gu Qiuyan, an overseas mar-
keting official at Toyo Corp., 
which operates the Everyday 
arcades. A participant from 
China’s Zhejiang Province, 
who said she has played 
crane games regularly since 
coming to Japan in 2019, 
noted that many of the set-
ups are easier to win than 
back home, making them 
“very appealing.”—APP 

Bangladesh’s 
ex-PM Khaleda 

returns 
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s for-
mer Prime Minister Khale-
da Zia drew large crowds 
of supporters on Tuesday 
as she returned to Dhaka 
after four months of med-
ical treatment in London. 
The 78-year-old leader of 
the main opposition — the 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party — was welcomed by 
thousands of supporters, 
some waving Bangladesh 
and BNP flags, who gath-
ered amid tight security 
outside Dhaka’s main air-
port and along the road 
leading to her residence. 
Zia’s homecoming comes 
at a transformative period 
for Bangladesh, which has 
been governed by an inter-
im administration led by 
Nobel prize laureate Prof. 
Muhammad Yunus, since 
former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina was oust-
ed in a student-led mass 
uprising last August. “The 
spontaneous students-led 
uprising of Aug. 5 has 
brought a new pride and 
prospect for the country. 
Amid this changed polit-
ical landscape, Begum 
Zia’s influence over pol-
itics has increased even 
further,” Zahir Uddin Swa-
pan, a member of the BNP 
advisory council, told Arab 
News, using the South 
Asian term of respect for a 
woman of high rank.—DNA

ICCI rejects Tax Ord 2025, 
calls it eco strangulation

President Qureshi criticized the ordinance for granting sweeping powers to the Federal  
Board of Revenue (FBR), including the authority to freeze bank accounts, seal business  

premises, and confiscate properties 
DNA

Islamabad:  In a media brief-
ing, President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI), Nasir Mansoor 
Qureshi, voiced deep concern 
over the recently promulgated 
Tax Laws (Amendment) Ordi-
nance 2025. Speaking on behalf 
of thousands of traders, indus-
trialists, and the service sector, 
he rejected the ordinance as re-
gressive, unconstitutional, and 
damaging to the country’s already 
fragile economy. Flanked by ICCI 
Group leader Tariq Sadiq, Senior 
Vice President Abdul Rehman 
Siddiqui, Council members Mian 
Akram Farid, Mohammad Ejaz 
Abbasi, Mian Shaukat Masood, 
Chairman FPCCI capital office 
Karim Aziz Malik and Coordina-
tor FPCCI Capital Office Sohail 
Malik,  Qureshi emphasized that 

this was not just an ICCI concern, 
but a unified stance of the entire 
business community.
President Qureshi criticized the 
ordinance for granting sweeping 
powers to the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR), including the au-
thority to freeze bank accounts, 
seal business premises, and con-
fiscate properties. 
He described these measures as 
a blatant violation of due process 
and constitutional protections, 
particularly Section 137(2) of the 
Income Tax Ordinance, which 
grants taxpayers a 30-day compli-
ance period even after an adverse 
appellate decision. 
Such unchecked authority, he 
warned, creates fear, disrupts 
commerce, and undermines busi-
ness confidence.
The ICCI President further con-
demned the move to post tax of-
ficers inside business premises, 
calling it an invasive and unprec-

edented form of enforcement that 
infringes on constitutional rights 
to privacy and business freedom. 
Rather than encouraging com-
pliance, such steps, he argued, 
amount to harassment and sur-
veillance. He also questioned the 
timing of the ordinance, which 
was passed through a presidential 
order just days before Parliament 
was scheduled to convene, raising 
serious doubts about the govern-
ment’s intent and its respect for 
democratic norms. Highlighting 
the economic fallout, Qureshi 
noted that Pakistan’s industrial 
output has already contracted 
by 3.91% in FY2024, and foreign 
direct investment has fallen by 
22.5% in the first half of FY2025. 
In this context, coercive policies 
risk pushing more businesses 
into the informal sector or forc-
ing them to shut down altogeth-
er.  He pointed out that despite 
increasing tax raids between 2018 

and 2022, the FBR’s own data 
shows little improvement in tax 
collection from the informal econ-
omy, proving that coercion does 
not lead to reform. Calling the 
ordinance an act of economic 
strangulation, Qureshi conclud-
ed by demanding its immediate 
withdrawal.  He urged the gov-
ernment to engage in a transpar-
ent, parliamentary process and 
consult business stakeholders 
in the formulation of any future 
tax reforms. “We would rather 
shut down our businesses than 
operate under such arbitrary 
and unconstitutional frame-
works,” he declared, reaffirming 
ICCI’s commitment to protect 
the rights and survival of Paki-
stan’s business community. The 
ICCI group leader, Tariq Sadiq, 
strongly criticized the proposed 
amendment, terming it a “draco-
nian law” that would severely im-
pact businesses in the country. 

He reaffirmed the ICCI’s com-
mitment to protecting the rights 
of the business community. 
Council Member Mian Akram 
Farid suggested that the FBR 
should focus on widening its tax 
net through systemic reforms 
and addressing bottlenecks, 
rather than repeatedly targeting 
those already within the tax net. 
This approach, he argued, would 
be more effective in increasing 
tax collection and promoting eco-
nomic growth. Those prominent 
among the attendees included Ir-
fan Chaudhry, Waseem Chaudhry, 
Malik Abdul Aziz,  Rohail Anwar 
Butt, Malik Mohsin Khalid, Im-
ran Minhas, Naveed Satti, Ms. 
Shumkla Siddiqui former Presi-
dent Aamir Waheed, former Sen-
ior Vice President Faad Waheed, 
former Vice President Khalid 
Chaudhry, Advisor to ICCI Pres-
ident Naeem Siddiqui and  Office 
bearers of local markets. 
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Chinese fighter jets soar over 
Egypt in first joint exercises

DNA

BEIJING: The sound of 
Chinese fighter jets roared 
over the Egyptian pyramids 
and could echo across the 
Middle East, as Beijing 
wrapped up military drills 
with Cairo aimed at chip-
ping away at US strategic 
influence in the volatile re-
gion.
China’s military on Mon-
day released videos of its 
fast jets, helicopters and 
transport planes flying high 
above the Sahara and hail-
ing inaugural joint air force 
exercises with Egypt as “a 
signal of deepening military 

ties and shifting alliances.”
The joint exercises with 
one of the United States’ 
biggest security partners 
come as Washington in-
creasingly turns inward 
under President Donald 
Trump, allowing China to 
deepen ties across North 
Africa and invest billions in 
security projects.
“As Egypt looks beyond its 
traditional US partnership, 
a new era of cooperation 
is taking flight over Cairo’s 
skies,” said a video released 
by the international divi-
sion of state broadcaster 
CCTV, as a jet plane takes 
off into the night Global 
Times, a tabloid owned by 
the newspaper of the ruling 

Communist Party, People’s 
Daily, said the “Eagles of 
Civilization 2025” drills had 
established a foundation for 
various potential coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries’ militaries at a time 
when Egypt is trying to 
upgrade its combat equip-
ment, citing experts. Ana-
lysts say the 18-day drills 
also help Egypt assert itself 
as a major regional power 
among the Arab nations and 
North Africa amid growing 
regional turbulence. “It’s 
great public diplomacy for 
(China), particularly in the 
Middle East,” said Eric Or-
lander, co-founder of the 
China-Global South Project. 
“It’s what brings people in 

the door for them to sell 
drones, SAMs, light arms, 
transports, et cetera.” “A 
major regional power needs 
an Air Force, right?” he add-
ed. Orlander cautioned that 
switching jet fighter sys-
tems is very expensive, and 
Washington could choose 
to withhold financial mili-
tary support from Cairo if 
it upped its purchases of 
Chinese technologies. But 
the United States — the 
primary security partner to 
Egypt, neighboring Israel, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf states since the 
late seventies — has made 
large foreign cuts under 
Trump that have been keen-
ly felt across the region.

Israei strikes hit 
Yemeni capital Sanaa

JERUSALEM: The Houthi group in Yemen said Tuesday 
that Israeli strikes had hit the capital, Sanaa, shortly after 
Israel’s military issued a warning for people to evacuate 
the area of Yemen’s international airport. There was no 
immediate information on any casualties. The Houthis’ 
satellite news channel said the strikes had hit Sanaa In-
ternational Airport. They came a day after Israel launched 
airstrikes Monday night in retaliation for a missile strike 
the previous day on Israel’s international airport. “We urge 
you to immediately evacuate the area of the airport and 
to warn anyone nearby to distance themselves immediate-
ly,” spokesperson Avichay Adraee wrote on social media, 
attaching a map of Sanaa International Airport. “Failure to 
evacuate the area endangers your lives.” On Monday night, 
Israel targeted the Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen’s Red 
Sea province of Hodeida, killing at least one person and 
wounding 35. The Houthis’ media office said at least six 
strikes hit the crucial Hodeida port. Others hit a cement 
factory in the district of Bajil, 55 kilometers (34 miles) 
northeast of Hodeida, the Houthis said. The Houthis on 
Sunday launched a missile that struck an access road 
near Israel’s main airport near Tel Aviv, briefly halting 
flights and commuter traffic. Four people were lightly 
injured It was the first time a missile struck the grounds 
of Israel’s main airport, Ben Gurion, since the October 
2023 start of the war in Gaza. It prompted a flurry of 
flight cancelations. The Houthis have targeted Israel 
throughout the war in solidarity with Palestinians in 
Gaza, raising their profile as the last member of Iran’s 
self-described “Axis of Resistance” capable of launching 
regular attacks on Israel. The US military under Presi-
dent Donald Trump has launched an intensified campaign 
of airstrikes targeting the Houthis since March 15. While 
most missiles launched by the Houthis have been intercept-
ed, some have penetrated Israel’s missile defense systems, 
causing damage. Israel has repeatedly struck against the 
Houthis in Yemen. It struck Hodeida and its oil infrastruc-
ture in July after a Houthi drone attack killed one person 
and wounded 10 in Tel Aviv. In September, Israel struck 
Hodeida again, killing at least four people after a missile 
targeted Ben Gurion airport as Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was returning to the country. In December, Is-
raeli strikes killed at least nine people in Hodeida.—DNA

Govt committed to 
boost automotive 

sector
ISLAMABAD:Special Assistant to Prime Minister on In-
dustries and Production Haroon Akhtar Khan on Tuesday 
reaffirmed the government’s commitment to support local 
manufacturers, emphasizing the importance of boosting the 
automotive sector He said during a meeting with representa-
tives from the Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers Association 
(PAMA) to discuss their issues including tariff rates, the upcom-
ing budget, regulatory duties, and long-term policies, said a news 
release. The meeting was attended by key automotive manufac-
turers including Honda, Toyota, Suzuki, Kia, Hyundai, Yutong, 
and Sazgar. He further highlighted that the Prime Minister’s 
vision focuses on providing incentives for the promotion of elec-
tric vehicles. Akhtar Khan assured the manufacturers that every 
possible step would be taken to promote the sector and ensure 
its growth. He also stressed that the Prime Minister’s vision aims 
at long-term sustainability and development, ensuring that all the 
challenges faced by automotive manufacturers would eventually 
be addressed and resolved. Additionally, Haroon Akhtar Khan 
assured the automotive manufacturers that the government is ful-
ly aware of the difficulties they are facing and would continue to 
stand by them.  He instructed the PAMA to collaborate with the 
Ministry of Industries and Production in preparing a proposal to 
address the sector’s concerns and requirements.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson NAVTTC Ms Gulmina Bilal Ahmed conferring  accreditation certificate 
by City & Guilds UK to  Executive Director American Lycetuff DNK School system Muhammad 

Aurangzeb Nadeem on Tuesday.

Macron to host Syrian  
leader’s first European visit

PARIS: French President 
Emmanuel Macron will 
welcome Syrian leader 
Ahmed Al-Sharaa to Paris on 
Wednesday for his first visit 
to Europe, despite growing 
doubts about Syria’s ruling 
Islamist coalition and pro-
tests from France’s far right. 
Since the fall of longtime Syr-
ian ruler Bashar Assad in De-

cember following fourteen 
years of devastating war, 
the international community 
has been pressing the new 
authorities, who have roots 
in the Al-Qaeda jihadist net-
work, to respect personal 
freedoms, protect minorities 
and include all components 
of society in the country’s 
transition. Many countries 

say they will monitor the 
new authorities’ conduct 
before fully lifting Assad-era 
sanctions. “This meeting 
is part of France’s historic 
commitment to the Syrian 
people who aspire to peace 
and democracy,” the Elysee 
Palace said on Tuesday. Ma-
cron will “reiterate France’s 
support for the construction 

of a new Syria, a free, stable, 
sovereign Syria that respects 
all components of Syrian soci-
ety,” the presidency said. Ma-
cron will also emphasize “his 
demands on the Syrian gov-
ernment, primarily the stabili-
zation of the region, including 
Lebanon, and the fight against 
terrorism,” it said. President 
Sharaa is still subject to a UN 
travel ban. France most likely 
had to request an exemption 
from the United Nations, as 
was the case for his recent 
trips to Turkiye and Saudi 
Arabia.—APP



Wednesday, May 07, 2025    |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST

Amb. Asim Iftikhar says
Implementing UN 

resolutions vital for 
regional stability

Kashmir dispute is core issue between 
Pakistan and India and it must be 

resolved, says Pakistani envoy to UN
NEW YORK: Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, Ambassador Asim Iftikhar, has said that 
Islamabad has serious reservations over its arch-rival’s re-
cent actions following the Pahalgam incident, which have 
posed serious threats to the region’s peace and security.
The Kashmir dispute stands unresolved today even af-
ter more than 70 years, the envoy said while briefing 
the media following the United Nations Security Coun-
cil’s (UNSC) in-camera session, which was convened 

at Pakistan’s request amid escalating tensions with 
India after the attack in Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK). “The Kashmir dispute is the 
core issue between Pakistan and India and it must be 
resolved in line with the aspirations of the Kashmiri 
people,” he noted. A peaceful solution to the Kashmir 
dispute is not possible without the involvement of the 
Kashmiri people, he said. He also remarked that lasting 
peace in the region was not possible without resolving 
this core issue. Drawing the world’s attention to the 
human rights situation in the IIOJK, he said that inno-
cent civilians continue to face oppression and atroci-
ties at the hands of the Indian forces. Islamabad has 
repeatedly said and once again says that it has nothing 
to do with the Pahalgam incident, he stressed, noting 
that Pakistan is willing to offer complete cooperation 
in an independent, transparent and international inves-
tigation. The ambassador reminded the international 
community that Pakistan had been the frontline state 
in the global fight against terrorism and sacrificed 
more than 90,000 lives in this fight. Ambassador Ift-
ikhar reiterated Pakistan’s firm commitment to de-
fending its sovereignty and territorial integrity. – DNA

Justice Ayesha Malik 
emphasized the limited 
scope of a review and 
noted that arguments 

could not be re-litigated. 
Justice Mandokhail 
pointed out that both 

the Returning Officer’s 
order and the Election 
Commission’s decision 

were under consideration 
at the time. Haris Azmat 

added that despite 
PTI having a team of 

lawyers, the orders were 
not challenged

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court’s constitution-
al bench has admitted the review petitions chal-
lenging its earlier verdict on reserved seats and 
issued notices to all respondents. The hearing was 
conducted by a 13-member larger Constitution-
al Bench led by Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan. The 
bench included Justices Jamal Khan Mandokhail, 
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice Ayesha A. 
Malik, Justice Hasan Azhar Rizvi, Justice Musarrat 
Hilali, Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan, Justice Aqeel 
Ahmad Abbasi, Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan, Justice 
Hashim Khan Kakar, Justice Salahuddin Panhwar, 
Justice Aamer Farooq, and Ali Baqar Najafi.
During the proceedings, PML-N’s counsel Haris 
Azmat argued that the reserved seats were allo-
cated to a party that was not even a party to the 
case. Justice Ayesha Malik responded that this 
point had already been addressed in the judg-
ment and inquired about the basis of the review. 
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar asked whether 
the disagreement was with the entire verdict or 
just the majority opinion. Azmat clarified that the 

objection was specifically to the majority judges’ 
opinion and noted that even Chief Justice Yahya 
Afridi had rejected the plea for seat allocation on 
technical grounds. Justice Ayesha Malik empha-
sized the limited scope of a review and noted that 
arguments could not be re-litigated. Justice Man-
dokhail pointed out that both the Returning Of-
ficer’s order and the Election Commission’s deci-
sion were under consideration at the time. Haris 
Azmat added that despite PTI having a team of 
lawyers, the orders were not challenged.
Justice Mandokhail questioned whether the na-
tion should suffer for a party’s mistake and wheth-
er the Supreme Court should overlook a matter 
once brought to its notice. Justice Ayesha Malik 
remarked that the decision was made after a de-
tailed hearing. Justice Aqeel Abbasi asked Azmat 
to provide arguments under Article 181, stating 
that he was re-arguing the case without present-
ing valid grounds for review. Responding to Jus-
tice Hashim Khan Kakar’s inquiry, ECP counsel 
Sikandar Bashir Mohmand said the Commission 
had partially complied with the judgment and had 
acted upon one paragraph. He asserted that the 
ECP had implemented the Court’s decision. 

SC admits review petitions on reserved seats 
decision, issues notices to respondents

Briefs
China, Pak 
sign MoU 

to develop 
150 MWs 

wind energy 
projects

dna
ISLAMABAD: Chinese 
and Pakistani firms have 
signed a MoU to develop 
150 MWs wind energy 
projects, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Tuesday. Paki-
stan’s Reon Energy Ltd. 
said that it has signed the 
MoU with China’s SANY 
Renewable Energy Ltd. 
to develop 150 megawatts 
of wind energy projects 
across commercial and 
industrial (C&I) segment. 
‘This marks the beginning 
of a strategic collabora-
tion to advance renewable 
energy solutions in Paki-
stan’ Reon added.
‘With a shared vision for 
a sustainable future, both 
parties aim to jointly de-
velop EPC (Engineering, 
Procurement and Con-
struction) projects in 
the C&I segment, with 
an initial target of 150 
MWs’, the company said. 
The MoU is an evidence 
of the growing demand 
for Chinese wind power 
technology by Pakistan’s 
private sector. In 2024, 
Lucky Cement, Yunus 
Textile Mills and Liberty 
Mills in Karachi installed 
wind power plants of 
different capacity, each 
involving wind turbines 
manufactured by China’s 
Goldwind. 
The plants were installed 
by Pakistan’s Orient Ener-
gy Systems, which has an 
agreement with the Gold-
wind for provision of 150 
MWs wind turbines.
On the other hand, Pa-
kistan’s demand for Chi-
nese solar energy is also 
on the rise, as two land-
mark agreements were 
signed recently. 
On April 24, China’s 
Huasun said that it had 
signed exclusive projects 
distribution partnership 
with Pakistan’s Bahum 
Associates for 500 MWs 
heterojunction modules.  
Also, on April 25, the Ori-
ent Energy Systems said 
that it had signed an agree-
ment to install 7 MWs so-
lar park project at Servis 
Long March (SLM) Tires, 
a China-Pakistan JV tire 
manufacturer. Orient En-
ergy had earlier installed a 
2 MW solar power plant at 
the SLM tires.

Five persons 
murdered 

over enmity 
in Tattle Aali

GUJRANWALA: A man 
on Tuesday killed five 
persons by opening in-
discriminate firing over 
old enmity in Village 
48 Virkan under the ju-
risdiction of Tattle Aali 
police Station. 
The police spokesman 
said a man namely Im-
ran opened fire and 
killed three persons on 
the spot, adding that two 
critically injured persons 
were shifted to a nearby 
hospital, where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries.
City Police Officer (CPO), 
Muhammad Ayaz Saleem 
took notice of the incident 
and directed SP, Saddar to 
submit a report in that re-
gard, he added.

Senator 
Siddiqui 

reaffirms 
Pak-Türkiye 
brotherhood

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Senator Ir-
fan Siddiqui, parliamenta-
ry leader of the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) in the Senate, 
on Tuesday highlighted 
the deep-rooted historical 
bonds between Pakistan 
and Türkiye, paying trib-
ute to freedom fighter Ab-
dul Rehman Peshawari for 
his heroic role in Türkiye’s 
War of Independence and 
describing him as a living 
symbol of the two nations’ 
unbreakable brotherhood  
Speaking at a ceremony 
marking the 100th death 
anniversary of Abdul 
Rehman Peshawari - Pa-
kistan’s revered hero of 
the Turkish War of Inde-
pendence - Senator Irfan 
Siddiqui, Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee, commended 
Türkiye for preserving 
the legacy of the free-
dom fighter who played a 
pivotal role in their inde-
pendence struggle.  
PML-N Senator Irfan 
Siddiqui participated in 
commemorative events 
honoring Abdul Rehman 
Peshawari’s centenary on 
the special invitation of 
the Turkish government 
and Istanbul University. 
The joint ceremony, or-
ganized by Istanbul Uni-
versity and Yunus Emre 
Institute, paid tribute 
to the Pakistani hero’s 
pivotal role in Türkiye’s 
independence movement.

UN warns of 
‘unsettling’ 

development 
United Nations: Hu-
manity recorded an unex-
pected and “unsettling” 
slowdown in development 
in 2024 as the global 
post-pandemic recovery 
began losing steam, well 
before President Donald 
Trump dramatically cut US 
international aid, the UN 
warned Tuesday.
The world had rebound-
ed from the shock of the 
Covid-19 pandemic by 
2023, as measured by the 
UN’s Human Develop-
ment Index (HDI), which 
charts living standards, 
health and education. 
But that rebound ap-
pears to be losing mo-
mentum, according to 
the United Nations De-
velopment Programme’s 
annual report, released 
Tu e s d a y . – A g e n c i e s

UNESCO world Portuguese
language day celebrated

Ambassador of Brazil to Pakistan Mr. Olyntho 
Vieira and Ambassador of Portugal to Pakistan 

Mr. Frederico Silva have jointly issued a statement 
highlighting the importance of the day

300 million people speak Portuguese

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Every 5th May it is 
celebrated as the UNESCO World 
Portuguese Language Day and the 
Culture of the Lusophone Countries 
assembled in the CPLP (Community 
of Portuguese – Speaking Countries), 
a significant occasion highlighting the 
global presence, cultural richness, and 
unifying power of the Portuguese lan-
guage. In the regards Ambassador 
of Brazil to Pakistan Mr. Olyntho 
Vieira and Ambassador of Portugal 
to Pakistan Mr. Frederico Silva have 
jointly issued a statement highlight-
ing the importance of the day.
Originally sedimented and developed 
in western Europe, more than one 
thousand years ago, the Portuguese 

Language is today the native language 
to almost 300 million people in nine 
countries across 4 continents, and to 
lusophone diasporas living in almost 
all the corners of the planet. One of 
the most globally diffused languages 
in the modern world, the Portuguese 
is the most spoken universal language 
in the southern hemisphere. This 
World Day also celebrates the diverse 
and rich Cultures of the nine coun-
tries that form the CPLP (Community 
of Portuguese-Speaking Countries), 
including, in Africa, Angola, Mozam-
bique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, 
São Tomé e Principe and Equatorial 
Guinea, in Asia, East Timor, in Amer-
ica, Brazil and in Europe, Portugal. 
The theme for this year’s celebration 
“The Promotion and Dissemination of 
the Portuguese Language and Cultur-

al Diversity of CPLP Member States: 
From Traditional Experiences to Dig-
ital Platforms” reflects the growing 
relevance of Portuguese in the digital 
age. It also highlights the need to lev-
erage technological tools, including 
artificial intelligence and digital me-
dia, to preserve, teach, and promote 
the Portuguese language across gen-
erations and borders. Portuguese is 
not only a means of communication 
but also a symbol of identity, memory, 
and shared heritage. As a pluricentric 
language, it reflects the diversity of 
its speakers and the richness of their 
individual experiences and national 
cultures. Celebrating May 5th is an 
opportunity to honor this diversi-
ty, strengthen linguistic and cultur-
al ties, and look toward the future 
with a sense of unity and purpose.
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Pak, Qatar discuss regional 
peace & bilateral ties

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi met with Qatar’s Prime Minister 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
during his visit to Doha on Tuesday 
where the two leaders held important 
discussions on strengthening bilateral 
relations and addressing regional secu-
rity concerns. During the meeting, both 
sides expressed commitment to en-
hancing cooperation between Pakistan 
and Qatar in various fields, including 
diplomacy, trade, and security. The 
leaders agreed that stronger ties be-
tween the two countries would benefit 
regional stability and development.
A major part of the discussion focused 
on the recent tensions between Paki-
stan and India. Minister Mohsin Naqvi 

shared Pakistan’s firm and principled 
stance on the situation, particularly in 
light of the recent Pahalgam incident in 
India. He rejected India’s accusations 
against Pakistan and warned that such 
baseless claims pose serious threats to 
regional peace. “India’s unfounded al-
legations and aggressive actions could 
destabilize the entire region,” said Naq-
vi. “Pakistan has offered an impartial 
investigation into the Pahalgam inci-
dent, which reflects our commitment to 
truth and peace.” He further added that 
the international community should 
be aware of who the real masterminds 
and beneficiaries of the incident are. 
He also expressed concern over India’s 
attempts to use the incident to under-
mine the Indus Waters Treaty, which he 
described as Pakistan’s “lifeline.” Naqvi 
reiterated Pakistan’s desire for lasting 

peace in the region but made it clear 
that the country will not remain silent 
in the face of aggression. Qatar’s Prime 
Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al Thani emphasized the importance of 
diplomatic efforts to reduce tensions. 
“We support a policy of de-escalation in 
the region,” he stated, expressing hope 
that diplomatic initiatives would help 
bring peace. The Qatari Prime Minister 
also conveyed his best wishes to Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and praised 
his efforts to steer Pakistan’s econo-
my in the right direction. Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to Qatar, Muhammad 
Aamir, and senior officials from both 
countries were present at the meeting. 
This high-level engagement reflects 
the growing partnership between Paki-
stan and Qatar and their shared vision 
for peace and stability in the region.

SC issues written 
order granting 

post-arrest bail to 
Ejaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has issued a written 
judgment granting post-arrest bail to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader Ejaz Chaudhry. The written order, re-
leased on Tuesday by a three-member bench comprising 
Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan, Justice Hashim Kakar, and 
Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim, stated that there was no satisfacto-
ry explanation provided for the delay in lodging the FIR and 
recording the supplementary statement. The court noted 
that the allegation of conspiracy is a matter the prosecution 
must prove during trial. The judgment further stated that 
Ejaz Chaudhry was not named in the original First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) dated May 12, and that his name was 
only added to the case on June 10 based on social media 
content. It emphasized that bail cannot be withheld as a 
form of punishment. The court converted the petition into 
an appeal and accepted it, granting post-arrest bail to Ejaz 
Chaudhry in the case registered at Sarwar Road Police Sta-
tion, Lahore, against surety bonds worth Rs. 100,000.– APP

‘Bridging digital 
gaps key to tackling 
economic inequality’

MILAN: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Tuesday re-
leased a report highlighting the need to narrow “digital gaps” 
including those in infrastructure, access and skills, saying “dig-
italization can be a powerful tool to help reduce persistent eco-
nomic inequality in Asia and the Pacific.” The report, titled “Asian 
Development Policy Report 2025: Harnessing Digital Transfor-
mation for Good,” said although developing Asia and the Pacif-
ic has outpaced other regions in digital development in recent 
decades, the benefits haven’t been shared equally. – Agencies


