
JMC reviews full 
scope of Pak-UAE
 bilateral relations

DNA
ABU DHABI: The 12th session of Paki-
stan-UAE Joint Ministerial Commission 
(JMC) was held in Abu Dhabi on 24 June 
2025. It was co-chaired by Deputy Prime 
Minister/Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Pakistan, Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar, and Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the UAE, 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
Prior to the formal proceedings, a work-
ing group meeting of the JMC was held 
under the leadership of Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister of Pakistan Tariq 
Bajwa and Minister of State of the United 
Arab Emirates Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh. The 
JMC reviewed the full scope of bilateral 
relations and agreed on concrete meas-
ures to strengthen cooperation in trade, 
banking, culture, investment, aviation, 
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ABU DHABI: Deputy Prime Minister/Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Pakistan, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, received by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the UAE, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. – DNA

12th session of Pakistan-UAE Joint 
Ministerial Commission held in Abu Dhabi

Cementing ties

Briefs

Trump survives 
impeachment vote 
Vote data reveals that 128 Democrats 
sided with all 216 House Republicans 

to block Al Green’s resolution

News Desk

WASHINGTON: United States President Donald 
Trump survived an impeachment attempt in the 
House of Representatives on Tuesday, as a resolu-
tion brought forth by Representative Al Green to 
impeach him over recent strikes on Iran was over-
whelmingly tabled.  The 344-79 vote saw a signifi-
cant number of Democrats join with Republicans to 
quash the measure. The vote breakdown revealed 
that 128 Democrats sided with all 216 House Re-
publicans to block Green’s resolution, Politico re-
ported. This group included much of the Democratic 
leadership, such as House Minority Leader Hakeem 
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Iran suspends 
cooperation
with IAEA

Agencies 
Tehran: Iranian lawmakers voted Wednesday in favour of 
suspending cooperation with the United Nations’ nuclear 
watchdog, state TV said, after a 12-day war that saw Israe-
li and US strikes on nuclear facilities. “The International 
Atomic Energy Agency, which refused to even marginally 
condemn the attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, put its inter-
national credibility up for auction,” Iran’s parliament speak-
er Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said, according to state TV.
Ghalibaf said “the Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran will 
suspend its cooperation with the IAEA until the security of 
the nuclear facilities is guaranteed.” The decision still re-
quires the approval of the Guardian Council, a body empow-
ered to vet legislation. In parliament, 221 lawmakers voted 
in favour and one abstained, with no votes against from those 
present in in the 290-seat legislature, according to state TV.
Israel on June 13 launched a major bombardment campaign 
that targeted Iranian nuclear facilities and killed top military 
commanders and nuclear scientists. On Sunday, Israel’s ally 
the United States launched unprecedented strikes of its own 
on Iranian nuclear facilities at Fordo, Isfahan and Natanz, be-
fore a ceasefire was agreed on Tuesday. Lawmakers chanted 
“Death to America” and “Death to Israel” after the vote on 
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The International Atomic Energy Agency, which 
refused to even marginally condemn the attack 
on Iran’s nuclear facilities, put its international 

credibility up for auction,” Iran’s parliament 
speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said

No chance of 
Asif, Rajnath 

meeting 
at SCO 

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Settling dust 
on media speculation, the 
Foreign Office has clarified 
no meeting is scheduled 
between Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif and his Indian 
counterpart Rajnath Singh 
during Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) De-
fence Ministers’ Meeting.
The Foriegn Office said this 
in a statement confirming 
that Asif will participate in 
the SCO meeting in Qing-
dao, China, which begins on 
Wednesday (today). On the 
other hand, Turkish media 
reports have suggested the 
possibility of the first face-
to-face meeting between 
the defence ministers of 
two South Asian countries 
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NSA attends 
20th meeting 

of SCO in 
Beijing

DNA
ISLAMABAD: National 
Security Advisor (NSA) at-
tended the 20th meeting of 
the secretaries of the Se-
curity Council of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Member States, be-
ing held on 24 June 2025 
at Beijing, China. 
According to a news release, 
during the visit, in addition 
to interacting with Chinese 
leadership, NSA delivered 
an important speech reiterat-
ing Pakistan’s stance on the 
global, regional situation and 
contributions to peace and 
security, besides meetings 
with key leadership of SCO 
countries to enhance bilater-
al and security cooperation. 
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Four killed in 
landmine blast 

in Kurram 
district

APP
PESHAWAR: Four people 
died and four others were se-
riously injured when a land-
mine exploded in the Pewar 
Sharamkhel area of Upper 
Kurram district on Wednes-
day.  According to police, 
the victims were collecting 
firewood in the mountains 
when they accidentally 
stepped on a landmine 
planted along their path.
 The injured were rushed to 
a nearby hospital and were 
currently receiving treat-
ment.   One of the survivors 
said, “We were gathering 
wood as usual when sudden-
ly there was a loud blast. 
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Faisal Sheikh
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the United States have 
agreed to finalise their ongoing trade negotiations on 
reciprocal tariffs by next week, according to a state-
ment released by the Ministry of Finance on Wednes-
day. The development comes following a virtual meet-
ing between Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb 
and US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick.
Pakistan faces a potential 29% tariff on exports to the Unit-
ed States due to a $3 billion trade surplus with the world’s 
biggest economy, under tariffs announced by Washington 
last month on countries around the world. Tariffs were 
subsequently suspended for 90 days so negotiations could 
take place. Islamabad last month sent a high-level delega-
tion to the US for negotiations aimed at enhancing bilat-
eral trade relations and addressing concerns related to 
newly imposed US tariffs on Pakistani imports.
Earlier in May, Pakistan proposed a zero-tariff bilateral 
trade agreement to the United States, offering wide-ranging 
economic concessions. Additionally, Pakistan has offered 
to increase imports from the United States, particularly 
cotton and edible oils, which are in short domestic supply.
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Sindh Assembly 
passes budget

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly on Wednesday ap-
proved the provincial budget for the fiscal year 2025-
26 with a total outlay of Rs3.45 trillion — a 12.9% 
increase from the previous year. Chief Minister Syed 
Murad Ali Shah, who also holds the portfolio of fi-
nance, presented the Sindh Finance Bill 2025 in the 
house.  All 2,000 cut motions of the opposition were re-
jected with a majority vote. While presenting the Sindh 
Finance Bill, the chief minister said the budget aims to 
strengthen social protection, infrastructure, and eco-
nomic reform. The finance bill introduced key tax re-
liefs and amendments to streamline levies. Among the 
major relief measures is the withdrawal of six levies, 
notably the professional tax, providing a Rs5 billion 
benefit to salaried individuals and small businesses. 
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Pakistan and United States to 
conclude tariff talks next week
Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, US commerce 

secretary discuss strengthening economic ties

Post war development

Trump says US will hold
talks with Iran ‘next week’

US President admits Iran losses; 
allow China to buy oil from Tehran

Fears war may start again

Centreline Report

THE HAGUE: Former U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced Wednesday that the Unit-
ed States will hold talks with Iran next week, 
hinting at a potential agreement on Tehran’s 
nuclear program. “We’re going to talk to them 
next week with Iran, we may sign an agree-
ment, I don’t know,” Trump said during a 
press briefing. His remarks suggest a possible 
shift in U.S. policy toward Iran, despite years 
of tensions under his previous administration.
In a surprising admission, Trump acknowl-
edged Iran’s economic struggles following 
years of U.S. sanctions and regional conflicts. 
“Iran has faced losses after war, and we must 
consider realistic solutions,” he stated.
In a move that could ease pressure on Tehran, 
Trump revealed that the U.S. would allow Chi-
na to purchase Iranian oil, providing Iran with 
much-needed economic relief. “Letting China 
buy oil from Iran helps stabilize their econ-
omy, which is better for global security,” he 
argued. Trump also claimed that the world is 
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US ‘totally 
committed’ 
to collective 

defence pledge
APP

The Hague: NATO Secretary Gener-
al Mark Rutte said on Wednesday that 
the United States was “totally commit-
ted” to the alliance’s mutual defence 
clause, after President Donald Trump 
appeared to cast doubt on it. “For me, 
there is absolute clarity that the United 
States is totally committed to NATO, to-
tally committed to Article Five,” Rutte 
told reporters ahead of a summit meet-
ing of alliance leaders. On his way to 
the summit, Trump refused to commit 
to NATO’s Article Five clause, the ba-
sic agreement that says an attack on 
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Pakistan and UAE 
hold political 
consultations

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Second Round of 
Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC) 
between Pakistan and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) was held in Abu Dhabi 
on 25 June 2025. Pakistan delegation 
was led by His Excellency Shehryar 
Akbar Khan, Additional Foreign Secre-
tary (Middle East), Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, while the UAE side was headed 
by Her Excellency Reem Ketait, Deputy 
Assistant Minister for Political Affairs. 
During the consultations, both sides 
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Astronauts 
from India, 

Poland, 
Hungary 
launched 

DNA
WASHINGTON: Nasa retiree 
turned private astronaut Peg-
gy Whitson was launched on 
the fifth flight to orbit of her 
career early on Wednesday, 
joined by crewmates from 
India, Poland and Hungary 
heading for their countries’ 
first visit to ISS. The astro-
naut team lifted off from Na-
sa’s Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Flori-
da, at about 2:30am EDT 
(11:30am PKT), beginning 
the latest mission organized 
by Texas-based startup Axi-
om Space in partnership with 
Elon Musk’s rocket venture 
SpaceX. The four-member 
crew was carried aloft on 
a towering SpaceX launch 
vehicle consisting of a Crew 
Dragon capsule perched atop 
a two-stage Falcon 9 rocket.

Punjab 
predicted to 
receive 25pc 
more rains 

Abid Raza

LAHORE: Punjab is pre-
dicted to receive 25 per 
cent more monsoon rains 
this year, Provincial Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(PDMA) Director General 
Irfan Ali Kathia said on 
Wednesday. Separately, Ka-
rachi is expected to receive 
rainfall on June 27 (Friday), 
the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) said 
— potentially ending an on-
going wave of extreme heat 
and humid weather. The 
PMD has already forecast 
monsoon rain across the 
country from Wednesday, 
June 25. Monsoon rains 
fall across the region from 
June to September, offering 
respite from the summer 
heat and are crucial to re-
plenishing water supplies.
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MULTAN :As the world 
moves swiftly toward ad-
vanced technologies and 
sustainable solutions, the 
global job market is under-
going a fast transformation. 
Fields such as robotics, 
artificial intelligence, data 
science, electric vehicle 
engineering, geospatial 
mapping, circular economy, 
fintech, free energy, game 
development, augmented 
and virtual reality (AR/VR), 
cybersecurity, neurotech-
nology, smart textiles, fash-
ion tech, bioinformatics, 
nanotechnology and smart 
city planning are shaping 
the future. While these 
subjects are gaining ground 
internationally, universities 
in the country are still in 
the early stages of integrat-
ing them into mainstream 
academic programs. Paki-
stan’s youth is known for its 

intelligence and creativity 
and the country has made 
notable progress in expand-
ing access to higher edu-
cation. However,experts 
believe that academic offer-
ings must now evolve to in-
clude emerging disciplines 
like machine learning,ethi-
cal hacking,brain-computer 
interfaces (BCI),remote 
sensing, agri-tech, and pre-
cision farming. These areas 
are rapidly becoming essen-
tial skills in the global work-
force.Yet in Pakistan,they 
are still emerging concepts, 
taught mostly through 
pilot programs,research 
projects or external certi-
fications. “Pakistani youth 
are full of potential,but 
there’s a growing need to 
align education with future 
trends,” says a senior aca-
demic from a public sector 
university.“We are moving 

forward, but more focus 
is needed on curriculum 
upgrades and industry rel-
evance.” Some modern 
subjects are already being 
introduced in some institu-
tions, but often on a limited 
scale. For instance,robotics 
and automation are offered 
mostly through workshops 
or as elective courses. Elec-
tric vehicle (EV) engineer-
ing, though crucial for the 
future of transportation, 
has yet to find a formal 
space in engineering de-
partments. Similarly, geo-
spatial science and remote 
sensing are treated more 
as specializations rather 
than core components of 
geography or environmen-
tal programs. Artificial in-
telligence and data science 
are making their way into a 
few universities, especially 
private ones, but govern-

ment institutions are still 
catching up. Cybersecurity 
and ethical hacking, critical 
in today’s digital world are 
taught in isolated modules, 
while comprehensive pro-
grams and certifications 
remain scarce. Fields like 
bioinformatics, space tech-
nology, and nanotechnolo-
gy hold great promise for 
medicine, defense, and 
innovation. However, these 
remain confined to limit-
ed research departments, 
lacking broad access or 
industry exposure. Like-
wise, smart city planning 
and urban tech, crucial for 
addressing urban challeng-
es in Pakistan, are still not 
part of most city planning 
or civil engineering cur-
ricula. The country’s agri-
cultural universities also 
have room to grow in areas 
like agri-tech and precision 

farming. Despite agricul-
ture being the backbone of 
Pakistan’s economy, the in-
tegration of AI, drones, and 
IoT tools in farming educa-
tion is still limited. Similar-
ly, Pakistan’s large textile 
sector can benefit signif-
icantly from fashion tech 
and smart textiles, but the 
academic side of this inno-
vation remains untapped.
Former Vice Chancellor 
(VC)  BZU Dr Tariq Ansari 
acknowledges the progress 
made so far. “When Paki-
stan was formed,we had 
only one major university, 
Punjab University.With 
the creation of the High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC), we’ve seen an in-
crease in research culture 
and academic expansion. 
We now have over 200 uni-
versities and more than 
10,000 PhDs.—APP

Varsities lag behind in teaching 
high demand modern subjects

 “When Pakistan was formed,we had only one major university, Punjab University.
With the creation of the Higher Education Commission (HEC), we’ve seen an in-

crease in research culture and academic expansion

Sindh Assembly 
passes Rs 3.45t budget 

ISLAMABAD: Syed Tauqeer Hussain Shah Advisor to the Prime Minister called on Ambassador of 
Saudi Arabia Nawaf Saeed Al Maliki. DNA 

The government is introducing blockchain-based land record digiti-
sation, online mobile-based birth registrations, and credit access for 
farmers via the Sindh Cooperative Bank. A one-step land ownership 

transfer system is also being launched

DNA

KARACHI:The Sindh Assembly on 
Wednesday approved the provincial 
budget for the fiscal year 2025-26, pre-
sented by Chief Minister Syed Murad 
Ali Shah, with a total outlay of Rs3,450 
billion which marks a 12.9 per cent 
increase compared to the previous 
financial year. The removal or with-
drawal of six levies, especially the Pro-
fessional Tax, will benefit the people, 
with the latter providing a Rs5 billion 
relief. The budget emphasises social 
protection, infrastructure development, 
economic reforms, and comprehensive 
relief measures for the underprivileged. 
Assembly members discussed expendi-
tures charged to the provincial consoli-
dation fund and reviewed and voted on 
demands for grants on supplementary 
statements for the year 2024-25.  There 
were a total of 188 demands, against 
which the opposition moved 2002 cut 
motions, which were rejected by a ma-
jority vote; most of the cut motions were 
grouped together and rejected. The 
assembly passed demands for grants 
for the year 2025-26 after discussion 
and voting.  Sindh Chief Minister Syed 
Murad Ali Shah presented the Sindh Fi-
nance Bill in the house to rationalise lev-
ies and certain taxes and duties and to 
amend relevant laws. The government 
is introducing blockchain-based land 
record digitisation, online mobile-based 
birth registrations, and credit access 
for farmers via the Sindh Cooperative 
Bank. A one-step land ownership trans-
fer system is also being launched. The 

budget provides Rs43 billion for a new 
Ad-hoc Relief Allowance and Rs16 bil-
lion for a 15 per cent increase in pen-
sions.  The chief minister announced to 
removal six levies from the upcoming 
financial year 2025-26. They include: 
The Professional Tax, which affects 
salaried people and small businesses, 
has been withdrawn. This alone is a 
Rs5 billion relief to the salaried people 
and businessmen, particularly the small 
ones.   The Entertainment Duty, which 
will help encourage cultural and enter-
tainment activities across the province, 
has also been withdrawn/removed.  He 
said Govt has reduced 50per cent in 
fees for mutation, sales certificates, 
certified copies, solvency and heirship 
certificates. Yearly commercial vehicle 
tax capped at Rs1,000. Rationalisation 
of entertainment duty, drainage cess, 
and cotton fee. Significant grants have 
been earmarked for critical institutions 
such as Rs42.2 billion for public univer-
sities, Rs 10.4 billion for medical educa-
tion, Rs5 billion for an Inclusive City for 
PWDs, Rs6.6 billion for the Sindh Insti-
tute of Child Health and Neonatology 
and Rs5.2 billion for ambulance services 
under SIEHS. The chief minister, who 
also holds the finance portfolio, high-
lighted key macroeconomic indicators 
while unveiling the budget. Pakistan’s 
national GDP growth target for 2025-26 
has been set at 4.2pc, up from the actu-
al 2.68% recorded in 2024-25. Inflation 
is targeted at 7.5pc, compared to 4.7pc 
this year. The Federal Board of Rev-
enue’s (FBR) target for 2025-26 has 
been set at Rs14,131 billion. The total 
expenditure includes Rs 2,150 billion 
under Current Revenue Expenditure 

(CRE), constituting 62pc of the total 
outlay. This covers salaries, pensions, 
grants, operations, and maintenance. 
Development expenditure, which ac-
counts for 30pc of the budget, stands 
at Rs1,018.3 billion and includes the 
Annual Development Programme 
(ADP), foreign-assisted projects, and 
district development allocations. Cap-
ital expenditure amounts to Rs281.7 
billion, covering loan repayments, vi-
ability gap funding, and investments. 
Within the CRE, 39 pc is earmarked 
for salaries, 29 pc for grants (including 
local bodies and autonomous institu-
tions), 19 pc for non-salary operating 
costs and maintenance, and 13 pc for 
pensions. Despite previous fiscal chal-
lenges and revenue shortfalls, with a 
-3.6 pc shortfall against budgeted es-
timates in FY 2024-25, the provincial 
government expects a significant re-
covery. For FY 2025-26, total receipts 
are projected at Rs3,111.5 billion, mark-
ing a 21.4pc increase from the revised 
estimate of Rs2,562.7 billion. Over the 
next three years, Sindh anticipates an 
annual average revenue growth rate of 
12.5pc. If the FBR achieves its revised 
target of Rs11.7 trillion by June 2025, 
Sindh expects a share of around Rs269 
billion in the federal divisible pool taxes. 
The provincial ADP is a key highlight 
within the Rs1.018 trillion development 
spending. Major development themes 
include: Agriculture & Rural Support: 
Rs8 billion allocated for the Benazir 
Hari Card scheme and Rs1.8 billion for 
livestock breeding. Farm Mechanisa-
tion: Introduction of solar tubewells, 
drip irrigation systems, and super 
seeders at subsidised rates. 

Punajab CM okays  
189 cities uplift

LAHORE:Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
presided over a high-level 
meeting to review the pro-
gress and planning of the 
Punjab Development Pro-
gramme, here on Wednes-
day. During the meeting, 
the CM granted formal ap-
proval for the construction 
and development of 189 
cities across the province 
under the Punjab Devel-
opment Programme. To 
ensure timely and effective 
execution, the formation of 
a Project Management Unit 
(PMU) was agreed upon. 
The Punjab Development 
Programme will be imple-
mented in collaboration 

with international financial 
institutions, including the 
World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). 
Under the World Bank-fund-
ed Punjab Inclusive Cities 
Programme (PICP), up-
lift and development pro-
jects will be launched in 
15 cities, while the ADB’s 
DREAMS-II project will 
cover development in four 
cities. Additionally, 11 cit-
ies will undergo prioritized 
development under the An-
nual Development Program 
(ADP). Furthermore, a to-
tal of 144 cities have been 
included in the ADP for 
infrastructure development 
and urban improvement 

initiatives. Development 
works in these cities will 
be aligned with modern 
urban planning standards 
to enhance quality of life. 
The CM directed all rele-
vant departments to work 
in close coordination with 
stakeholders and expedite 
the execution of approved 
projects. She also called 
for the introduction of 
standardized bye-laws 
for shopfront designs to 
ensure architectural uni-
formity and urban aesthet-
ics. “After the completion 
of this program, every city 
in Punjab should reflect 
beauty, order, and moder-
nity,” she added._APP

Hina assures justice, 
full support for 

Christian rape victim
LAHORE: Chairperson 
Punjab Women Protection 
Authority (PWPA) Hina 
Pervaiz Butt visited the 
house of a young Chris-
tian girl, who was raped 
in Manga Mandi area of 
Lahore, here on Tuesday.
According to the FIR, the 
girl was not only repeated-
ly sexually abused by her 
paternal uncle, but was 
also later handed over to 
other individuals. Hina 
Pervaiz Butt described the 
tragic incident as a grave 
attack on human values 
and the sanctity of famil-
ial bonds. She said the 
incident was enough to 
shake the collective con-

science of society. “When 
a girl is subjected to such 
cruelty by a close relative 
and treated as a toy in the 
hands of others, the si-
lence of the state becomes 
a crime,” she added.
The chairperson paid 
tribute to the police for 
the prompt arrest of all 
the main accused and 
said that the case is not 
just about the girl or 
her family, it is a case of 
conscience of the entire 
minority community and 
society. Hina Pervaiz an-
nounced that the PWPA 
will provide complete le-
gal, medical, psychologi-
cal and social protection 

to the victim girl, and the 
case will remain under 
their direct supervision. 
“We will try our best to 
get the culprits punished 
as a party in the court,” 
she added. The chairper-
son PWPA conveyed a 
message to the minority 
community, stating that 
Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif’s vision is 
to make Punjab a safe 
place for women and 
minorities. “We will not 
back down even an inch 
from this mission. Who-
ever commits a crime will 
not escape the clutches 
of the law,” she conclud-
ed.—APP

UAJK promotes national 
unity, youth development

ISLAMABAD: The University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (UAJK) on Wednesday suc-
cessfully organized a thought-provoking seminar and a two-day “Training of Trainers” 
workshop aimed at addressing national challenges, promoting social harmony and foster-
ing the positive development of youth. The events, held at UAJK’s Chehla Campus, wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation from faculty members, students, and representatives 
of civil society, said a press release. These significant activities were organized under 
the auspices of the Paigham-e-Pakistan Centre for Peace and Reconciliation Studies, 
Islamic Research Institute, International Islamic University Islamabad, in collaboration 
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), National Counter Ter-
rorism Authority (NACTA), European Union, and the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme. 
The three-day series concluded with a seminar where renowned academics and policymakers 
held in-depth discussions on the challenges facing young people, the causes of social polar-
ization, and practical solutions for building a more tolerant and united society. Addressing 
the seminar, Vice Chancellor of UAJK, Professor Dr. Nadeem Haider Bukhari, congratulated 
the organizers and participants on the successful conduct of the workshop and seminar. He 
emphasized that youth are the true asset of any nation, and their intellectual and moral 
development is of utmost importance. “Our responsibility is not merely to educate our 
youth but to shape them into individuals of strong character, self-respect, and custodians 
of national unity,” he stated. Dr. Bukhari urged young people to focus on personal de-
velopment and self-awareness, as the journey to real progress begins within. —DNA

Khabeer 
discusses 

peace, 
harmony 

with ulema 
MULTAN:  Chairman 
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee 
Maulana Muhammad Ab-
dul Khabeer Azad said on 
Wednesday that peace was 
essential for national pro-
gress and it could only be 
ensured by setting aside 
differences.
He was addressing an ul-
ema meeting, held at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office here. Religious schol-
ars stressed the need for 
harmony and promotion 
of moral values ahead of 
the holy month of Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram.
Maulana Azad urged reli-
gious scholars to cooperate 
with the district administra-
tion in fostering unity and 
establishing peace in line 
with the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH). He 
called on ulema to deliver 
messages of unity from 
their respective platforms 
and to remain vigilant in 
their surroundings, ensur-
ing that no suspicious indi-
viduals entered their gath-
erings.
Earlier, Maulana Azad met 
local ulema and officials of 
the district administration 
as part of his special visit to 
the area. Later, he presided 
over a meeting of religious 
scholars along with Deputy 
Commissioner Qurat-ul-Aa-
in Memon and District Po-
lice Officer Rizwan Ahmed. 
Those present at the meet-
ing included Chairman Ul-
ema and Mashaikh Peace 
Committee Maulana Abdul 
Mabud Azad, Abdul Ghani 
Saqib, Mufti Yaar Muham-
mad Saeedi, Syed Abdul Sa-
bir, Mian Ajmal, and others.

Heavy rains 
trigger 

landslides 
 in Galiyat

ABBOTTABAD: Continu-
ous rainfall in the scenic 
region of Galiyat has led to 
multiple incidents of land-
slides and falling rocks from 
the surrounding mountains, 
causing disruptions to traf-
fic flow at various points 
along key roads here on 
Wednesday. Traffic police 
have urged both tourists 
and local residents to exer-
cise extreme caution.—APP

Awareness session on National 
Electric Vehicle Policy held

PESHAWAR:The provin-
cial government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa organized an 
awareness session on Na-
tional Electric Vehicle Pol-
icy (2025-30) here at Civil 
Secretariat on Wednesday. 
The session was jointly pre-
sided over by Special Assis-
tants to the Chief Minister 
for Industries, Abdul Karim 
Tordher, and for Transport, 
Rangez Khan, along with 
Federal Secretary for Indus-
tries and Production, Saif 
Anjum.
 Federal Secretary Industries 
and Production, Saif Anjum 
gave a detailed presentation 
to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government five-year Na-
tional Electric Vehicle Policy 
(2025-30) aimed at promo-
tion of electric mobility and 
eco-friendly transport across 
the country. The workshop 
was attended by Additional 
Chief Secretary Planning 
& Development Depart-
ment Ikramullah, Secretary 
Planning and Development 
Department Adeel Shah, 
Secretary Transport Masood 
Younas, along with other sen-
ior officials, representatives 
from federal and provincial 
departments, industrialists, 
business leaders, Presi-
dent of Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries 

(SCCI), Fazal Muqeem, rep-
resentatives from traders’ 
associations and other key 
stakeholders. The workshop 
was organized to raise aware-
ness about the new national 
policy and to strengthen co-
ordination between federal 
and provincial governments. 
Participants actively contrib-
uted suggestions for further 
improving the policy. Under 
the new five-year policy, a 
target has been set to con-
vert 30% of the country’s ve-
hicles to electric by 2030. To 
support this transition, 3,000 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions will be established na-
tionwide. The federal secre-
tary gave a detailed briefing 
on the new policy, covering 
its framework, strategic ob-
jectives, expected benefits, 
institutional mechanisms 
and the roadmap for imple-
mentation. Addressing the 
participants of the workshop, 
the Special Assistant to KP 
CM on Industries, Abdul Ka-
rim Tordher has said that the 
world is moving towards en-
vironmentally friendly trans-
port solutions and the pro-
motion of electric vehicles 
(EVs) is a significant step in 
this direction. He said that 
sincere policy-making efforts 
in Pakistan is a positive step 
in this regard, but empha-
sized the urgent need for a 

clear and comprehensive reg-
ulatory framework to ensure 
effective implementation.
On this occasion, the Spe-
cial Assistant, Abdul Karim 
Tordher noted that although 
the new policy was brought 
for consultation process in 
a short time, it still repre-
sents a positive step toward 
environmental protection. 
He stressed the importance 
of developing local manufac-
turing capabilities for electric 
vehicles, particularly in the 
production of lithium batter-
ies.  He called for the intro-
duction of investor-friendly 
models and transparent leas-
ing mechanisms to promote 
local industry for battery 
manufacturing. He further 
stressed the need for a ro-
bust regulatory system to ad-
dress issues such as battery 
lifespan, safe disposal after 
use and potential environ-
mental impacts.  He also 
highlighted the importance 
of a transparent policy on the 
location, accessibility and op-
erational protocols of charg-
ing stations.  Karim Tordher 
assured that the Industries 
Department, through the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board 
of Investment and Trade, 
would maintain close liai-
son with federal agencies 
in case of any coordination 
at the provincial level.—APP

CM KP 
criticized for 

approving 
budget in 

hurry 
PESHAWAR: Opposition 
members in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Assembly has criti-
cized Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa for approving 
the budget in a hurry from 
the Provincial Assembly last 
night.
Ahmed Kundi, PPP Parlia-
mentary Leader in KP As-
sembly told media here that 
Chief Minister passed the 
budget for fiscal year 2025-
26 from the assembly with-
out meeting the PTI founder 
last night which negates his 
claims In his speech before 
the approval, Chief Minister 
Ali Amin Gandapur had said 
that whenever he meets 
the PTI founder, changes 
will be made in the budget 
according to his directions. 
The provincial assembly ap-
proved the 2025–26 fiscal 
budget, sanctioning a total 
of Rs. 1,962 billion in grants 
for 66 departments and insti-
tutions. During the assembly 
session, Rs. 1,962 billion 
were approved for 66 de-
partments and institutions. 
Ahmad Kundi said the oppo-
sition was left with no chance 
but boycotted the budget 
approval session in protest 
after the speaker refused to 
entertain cut motions The 
budget for the upcoming fis-
cal year includes a surplus of 
Rs. 157 billion and allocates 
Rs. 547 billion for annual 
development programs. Dr 
Abadullah Khan, opposi-
tion leader in KP Assembly 
said that claims of CM KP 
were evaporated in air after 
passing the budget from the 
Assembly in haste which ne-
gated the established parlia-
mentary norms.—APP



NEV charging 
network along 

motorway 
expanded

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
State Oil (PSO), BYD Pa-
kistan – Mega Motor Com-
pany (MMC) and HUBCO 
Green (HGL) jointly un-
veiled their first New Ener-
gy Vehicle (NEV) fast-charg-
ing station along the M 2 
motorway—a vital artery 
connecting Lahore and Is-
lamabad.
This launch marks the 
beginning of a major roll-
out: 128 DC fast chargers, 
spaced every 150–200 km 
from Karachi to Peshawar, 
with 50 stations due online 
by December 2025, aimed 
at reducing range anxiety 
and accelerating Pakistan’s 
clean mobility revolution.
PSO is elevating the travel 
experience by combining 
clean-energy charging with 
hospitality through our Ex-
perience Hubs—transform-
ing roadside service into a 
modern, traveler-friendly 
environment.
The Magic River Rest Stop 
PSO Experience Hub com-
bines advanced charging 
technology with traveler-fo-
cused amenities, featuring 
Two 60 kW DC fast charg-
ers capable of delivering a 
50% charge—160–200 km 
for a BYD Atto 3—in under 
30 minutes as well as a 
modern VIBE Café & Store, 
providing comfort and con-
venience while vehicles re-
charge.
Mohsin Ali Mangi, Chief 
Strategy & Technology 
Officer at Pakistan State 
Oil (PSO), said “At PSO, 
we’re driving Pakistan’s 
energy transformation. Our 
partnership with HUBCO 
Green is a major milestone 
toward sustainable mobility. 
By turning our widespread 
retail network into clean-en-
ergy hubs, we’re preparing 
the foundation for a smart-
er, more environmentally 
friendly Pakistan.
The launch of this EV charg-
ing station isn’t just about 
technology—it reflects our 
commitment to protecting 
the environment and serv-
ing today’s traveler.
Speaking at the launch 
event, Kamran Kamal, 
CEO, The Hub Power Com-
pany (HUBCO), Group 
Company of Hubco Green, 
stated “HUBCO Green is a 
strategic extension of our 
long-term view on where 
the country’s mobility land-
scape is headed. At the 
heart of our mandate is a 
commitment to promote 
sustainability and an envi-
ronmentally responsible au-
tomobile sector.—APP

181 processions, 965 majalis planned 
in Islamabad during Muharram

Interior Minister Naqvi directed authorities to enforce strict checking at all entry and exit points of 
processions and religious gatherings

DNA

ISLAMABAD:A total of 181 reli-
gious processions and 965 Maja-
lis are scheduled to take place in 
Islamabad during the holy month 
of Muharram, as Federal Minister 
for Interior and Narcotics Control 
Mohsin Naqvi was briefed during 
a high-level security meeting on 
Wednesday In preparation, Interi-
or Minister Mohsin Naqvi chaired 
a high-level meeting to review se-
curity and administrative arrange-
ments, emphasizing the govern-
ment’s commitment to ensuring 
peace, sectarian harmony, and the 
safety of citizens during this sensi-
tive period. The meeting, held at 
the Ministry of Interior, brought 
together senior officials including 
Minister of State for Interior Talal 
Chaudhry, the Additional Secretary 
Interior, Deputy Commissioner 
Islamabad, ADCG, DIGs, all SPs, 
and Assistant Commissioners. The 
Deputy Commissioner and DIG 

Islamabad gave a comprehensive 
briefing on preparations made by 
the administration and law enforce-
ment agencies. Interior Minister 
Naqvi directed authorities to en-
force strict checking at all entry and 
exit points of processions and reli-
gious gatherings. A central control 

room has been set up at Islamabad 
Safe City to monitor events in real 
time through advanced surveillance 
systems. In addition, a multi-layered 
security plan has been finalized, 
covering all venues and proces-
sion routes. Officials confirmed 
that geo-tagging of Imambargahs, 

Majalis locations, and routes has 
already been completed to facilitate 
coordinated security efforts. The 
minister underscored the need for 
close monitoring of social media, 
declaring zero tolerance for any 
provocative content or hate speech 
that could disturb public order. 

Digital surveillance teams have 
been tasked with actively tracking 
online platforms to prevent the 
spread of inflammatory material. 
Acknowledging the extended hours 
and challenges faced by security 
personnel, Naqvi ordered that duty 
rosters be arranged in shifts to 
ensure proper rest for staff, along 
with provisions for food and refresh-
ments during their deployment. He 
instructed all agencies to maintain 
high levels of coordination and vigi-
lance, warning that any lapse could 
be exploited by anti-state elements. 
Naqvi reiterated that foolproof se-
curity is non-negotiable and urged 
full implementation of the code of 
conduct. He called for continued 
engagement with religious scholars 
from all sects to foster unity and 
prevent misunderstandings during 
Muharram. Appealing to the public, 
he asked citizens to uphold mutual 
respect and religious tolerance 
throughout the month. Officials 
confirmed that a detailed security 
audit has already been completed.

ISLAMABAD: As summer 
draws near, the Institute of 
Space Technology (IST) is 
once again preparing to wel-
come young science enthusi-
asts for the 9th edition of the 
Space Summer School (SSS 
2025). The initiative  rganized 
annually since 2017, has be-
come a cornerstone in Paki-
stan’s efforts to foster STEM 
education among school 
students. Held under the um-
brella of the Space Education 
Research Lab (SERL) at the 
National Center for GIS and 
Space Applications (NCGSA), 
the week-long program brings 
together students from across 
the country for immersive 
learning in space science and 
technology.
This year’s school will run 
from July 21 to 25, with ses-
sions held daily from 9:30 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at IST’s Islama-
bad campus.

Over the years, SSS has gained 
recognition for its experiential 
learning model, combining 
interactive lectures, hands-
on activities, software simu-
lations, STEAM-based space 
projects, lab visits, and even 
astronomy night sessions.
These activities aim to spark 
scientific curiosity and build 
foundational skills in disci-
plines such as rocketry, sat-
ellite engineering, aviation, 
astronomy, and climate sci-
ence The program is struc-
tured around two distinct 
academic streams: Abece-
darian for students of grades 
6–8, and Virtuoso for grades 
9–12, allowing age-appropri-
ate content delivery and pro-
ject assignments. Students 
are also encouraged to work 
on group projects, selecting 
specific domains for focused 
mentorship and collaborative 
exploration. With each pass-

ing year, the Space Summer 
School has grown in reach 
and reputation, often draw-
ing participants from dozens 
of educational institutions 
nationwide. The program 
continues to evolve, and this 
year’s edition includes en-
hanced digital engagement, 
with updates being regular-
ly shared via Facebook (@
SpaceOutreach) and Insta-
gram (@serl.ncgsa). The 
registration for SSS 2025 
is currently open through 
the dedicated portals bit.ly/
sssncgsa and www.ncgsa.
org.pk/sss25. While seats 
are limited, organizers have 
advised students and parents 
to ensure early registration 
and confirmation to secure 
participation. Beyond the 
classrooms and labs, the 
Space Summer School is 
seen as more than just a 
seasonal activity.—APP

Ninth space summer 
school to start at IST 
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Korean ambassador 
leaving Pakistan

The Foreign Secretary appreciated Ambassador Park’s efforts in 
strengthening bilateral ties and expressed hope for continued  

progress in Pakistan-Korea relations
 

 

ISLAMABAD: Outgoing 
Ambassador of the Re-
public of Korea, H.E. Park 
Kijun, paid a farewell call 
on the Foreign Secretary. 
A farewell lunch was also 
hosted in his honour by 
Additional Secretary (Asia 
& Pacific), Mr. Imran Ah-
mad Siddique. The For-
eign Secretary appreciated 
Ambassador Park’s efforts 
in strengthening bilateral 
ties and expressed hope 
for continued progress in 
Pakistan-Korea relations. 
Additional Secretary Sid-
diqui also commended the 
Ambassador’s contribution, 
expressing confidence that 
his successor will build on 
this positive momentum. 
The outgoing Korean am-
bassador spent less than 
three years in Pakistan. He 
has been called back after 
recent changes in Korea, 
especially after imposition 
of Martial Law and then sit-
uation arising out thereof. 

SSDO for urgent enactment of 
 whistleblower protection laws

ISLAMABAD: The Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO) on Tuesday urged the federal and provincial 
governments to enact comprehensive whistleblower protection laws, warning that the absence of legal safeguards con-
tinues to deter citizens and public servants from reporting corruption In a statement, Syed Kausar Abbas, Executive 
Director of SSDO said there is an urgent need to establish a Whistleblower Protection and Vigilance Commission through 
effective legislation to ensure transparency and accountability across public institutions.He noted that while Pakistan 
faces persistent allegations of corruption in public offices those who seek to expose wrongdoing remain unprotected 
and vulnerable to retaliation. He added that A democratic state like Pakistan must uphold transparency and account-
ability as central pillars of governance. Without legal protection, whistleblowers remain at risk and the fight against 
corruption is severely undermined. He lamented the lack of progress on the Whistleblower Protection and Vigilance 
Commission Act, 2019, which was tabled in the National Assembly six years ago but has since remained stalled in the 
Standing Committee on Law and Justice. The ordinance introduced by the previous government in November 2019 
lapsed due to the absence of parliamentary approval. Abbas also pointed out that a similar bill introduced in the Pun-
jab Assembly in 2018 has yet to be passed. He said No serious initiatives have been undertaken in other provinces 
either, despite the devolved governance framework established under the 18th Amendment. Highlighting the case 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, he said the PTI led provincial government enacted a whistleblower protection law in 2016, 
but failed to implement it or establish the mandated commission throughout its nine-year tenure. He emphasized 
that Pakistan as a signatory to the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC), is obligated to adopt 
legal measures to protect whistleblowers and strengthen integrity in public service. Abbas said to that Failure 
to meet these commitments not only violates international obligations but also erodes public confidence in the 
governance system. SSDO called for inclusive and transparent consultations involving civil society, legal experts, and 
independent institutions to finalize and enact whistleblower legislation without further delay. The organization stressed 
that a functional whistleblower framework is not only a legal necessity but a moral and democratic imperative. —DNA

Rs12b approved 
to transform 

Gadani 
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, 
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has announced the 
approval of Rs12 billion for the transformation of Gadani 
Ship-Breaking Yard into a model green facility, aligning mar-
itime sector with international climate and environmental 
standards. Chairing a high-level meeting on the Gadani re-
development, the minister underscored the ship-breaking 
industry’s contribution to economy and its potential role 
in the country’s climate resilience strategy, said a press 
release. “Ship recycling must evolve to meet global sus-
tainability standards. This transformation is essential to 
reduce pollution, manage hazardous waste responsibly, 
and contribute to a greener maritime future,” he said. The 
minister said this major initiative focuses not only on mod-
ernizing infrastructure and safety mechanisms but also on 
addressing the climate crisis through green shipping and 
environmentally responsible ship recycling. Secretary Mar-
itime Affairs, Syed Zafar Ali Shah informed the minister 
that a 30-bed hospital, residential blocks for medical staff 
and labor colonies would be constructed as part of the so-
cial uplift component of the project. Additionally, 32 kilo-
meters of road, a school, a public park, and modern water 
supply and treatment systems will be installed to support 
the workforce and local community, he added. The minis-
ter instructed relevant authorities to put in place a robust 
monitoring mechanism to ensure transparency and time-
ly implementation of the project, stressing that the Hong 
Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environ-
mentally Sound Recycling of Ships (HKC) must be strictly 
observed. He noted that Gadani produces over 1.2 million 
tonnes of steel annually, making it a critical part of scrap 
and steel supply chain. However, due to years of stagnation, 
the industry is now facing serious challenges in keeping 
pace with regional competitors. “Gadani was once among 
the world’s largest ship-breaking hubs.—APP
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Heavy rain hits Islamabad, 
distt admin acts swiftly

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad received heavy rainfall on Wednesday, prompting immediate 
response from the city administration to prevent urban flooding and traffic disruption.  
The spokesman of Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration said that the drain-
age operations were carried out across the capital, and officials confirmed that no major 
traffic issues were reported. Several areas of Islamabad experienced heavy downpour 
during the day, which raised concerns over possible waterlogging and traffic disruptions. 
However, the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) administration responded promptly by de-
ploying teams to ensure timely drainage in key areas, he added.  In this regard, assistant 
commissioners visited multiple localities to oversee the drainage process. Their field inspec-
tions focused on low-lying and flood-prone zones, where water levels were closely monitored 
throughout the day. According to Islamabad Deputy Commissioner Irfan Nawaz Memon, 
drainage work was completed on time in most areas. “There were no reports of traffic jams 
on any major roads due to water accumulation,” he said. He added that officers remained on 
duty throughout the rainfall to manage the situation and ensure smooth vehicular movement. 
The administration also responded to public complaints from rural zones, where water had 
reportedly accumulated in some spots. Officials were dispatched to such locations, and the 
issue was resolved promptly, the DC said. Teams from the Municipal Corporation Islamabad 
and other concerned departments were also involved in the operation. They worked to clear 
clogged drains and remove standing water from roads and streets, especially in areas known 
to face such issues during rain. Flood-like conditions were observed on some roads earlier in 
the day but were brought under control after coordinated efforts by the local administration. 
Machinery and field staff were deployed to these locations to drain the water and restore nor-
mal conditions. Monitoring teams remained active even after the rain to keep an eye on the 
water levels in low-lying areas. Officials stated that this continuous surveillance is neces-
sary during monsoon spells to prevent emergencies. DC Islamabad also urged residents 
to report any rain-related emergency to the district administration immediately. “Timely 
public cooperation allows us to act faster and more effectively,” he said.—DNA



Twin Cities IslamabadPOST04

ISLAMABAD: In a major boost to 
the international mobility and rec-
ognition of Pakistani engineers, 
the Pakistan Engineering Council 
(PEC) has secured a six-year ex-
tension in its full membership of 
the International Professional En-
gineers Agreement (IPEA), under 
the umbrella of the International 
Engineering Alliance (IEA).  Ac-
cording to the PEC, the announce-
ment was made during the IEAM 
2025, held from in Mexico.  PEC 
was represented at the meeting by 
Senior Vice Chairman, Engr. Dr 
Sarosh Lodhi. The IPEA is a mul-

tilateral agreement that facilitates 
the cross-border recognition of ex-
perienced professional engineers 
among member economies.  With 
this extension, engineers regis-
tered with PEC as International 
Professional Engineers (IntPE-
PAK) will continue to enjoy profes-
sional recognition in all IPEA mem-
ber countries without the need for 
further assessment. This develop-
ment marks Pakistan’s sustained 
compliance with global bench-
marks in engineering standards, 
regulation, and practice. Pakistan 
first attained full IPEA member-
ship in June 2018 after a rigorous 

peer-review process by the IEA. 
Since then, PEC has implemented 
a robust system to award the IntPE 
title to qualified engineers, enhanc-
ing their credibility and employ-
ment prospects abroad. 
The six-year renewal acknowledges 
PEC’s commitment to upholding 
international best practices in en-
gineering education, professional 
development, and ethics. Chairman 
PEC, Engr Waseem Nazir, termed 
the extension a landmark achieve-
ment for Pakistan’s engineering 
sector.  “This renewal reaffirms the 
international community’s trust in 
PEC’s regulatory framework and 

the professional competence of our 
Engineers.  It opens greater oppor-
tunities for Pakistani Engineers to 
contribute towards global projects 
and strengthens Pakistan’s foot-
print in the international Engineer-
ing landscape,” he said. With this 
renewed mandate, PEC aims to fur-
ther simplify the registration pro-
cess for IntPE applicants, expand 
outreach to engineering profes-
sionals, and promote international 
collaboration.  The extension not 
only enhances the global standing of 
Pakistani Engineers but also reflects 
Pakistan’s growing role in the global 
Engineering fraternity.—DNA

Pak secures six-year extension 
in IPEA membership 

Briefs
Efforts afoot 

to ensure 
Muharram 

security steps
ISLAMABAD:  Deputy In-
spector General of Police 
(DIG) Muhammad Jawad 
Tariq chaired a high-level 
meeting late at-night  to re-
view and finalize security and 
law and order arrangements 
during Muharram-ul-Haram. 
A public relations officer told 
APP on Wednesday that the 
meeting was attended by SSP 
Investigations, SSP Opera-
tions, Zonal SPs, SDPOs, and 
SHOs. The DIG Tariq issued 
clear instructions to ensure 
foolproof security, emphasiz-
ing strict action against aerial 
firing. He warned that any 
SHO found negligent in pre-
venting such incidents would 
face departmental action un-
der a zero-tolerance policy. 
DIG Tariq said that the Com-
mand and Control Room has 
been made fully operational 
to maintain effective commu-
nication throughout the holy 
month. Enhanced checking 
will be carried out at all en-
try and exit points of the city, 
as well as at religious places 
and Imambargahs. DIG said 
that patrolling in sensitive 
areas would be intensified 
and regular search and 
combing operations would 
be conducted. Surveillance 
and monitoring systems 
across the capital will also 
be strengthened. DIG Tariq 
said that participants of pro-
cessions and Majalis will be 
thoroughly checked using 
metal detectors to ensure 
safety. To maintain smooth 
traffic flow, Islamabad Traf-
fic Police officers will per-
form their duties round the 
clock. He said that the top 
priority of Islamabad Police 
is to protect the lives and 
property of citizens and to 
provide them with all possi-
ble facilities during the holy 
month.—APP

Pakistani 
Scholar sets a 
new record 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Yasir Sohail, a 
Pakistani doctoral candidate 
at Xi’an Jiaotong University 
(XJTU), has made a ground-
breaking achievement in ma-
terial science by developing 
an innovative FeNiCoAlTa 
alloy that combines ultrahigh 
strength with exceptional 
ductility, setting a record in 
mechanical property com-
binations. The research, 
published as a first-author 
paper in the journal Nature, 
one of the world’s top three 
multidisciplinary scientif-
ic journals, under the title 
“Machine-learning design of 
ductile FeNiCoAlTa alloys 
with high strength”, address-
es one of material science’s 
most persistent challenges: 
creating alloys that simulta-
neously achieve high yield 
strength and uniform elonga-
tion substantially exceeding 
10%, Gwadar Pro reported 
on Wednesday. Under the 
guidance of Prof Zhang Jinyu 
at XJTU’s School of Materi-
als Science and Engineering, 
Sohail’s work demonstrates 
how machine learning can 
accelerate the design of 
next-generation structural 
materials. The 2022 PhD 
candidate, who is academical-
ly ranked first among inter-
national students in his doc-
toral program and has three 
high-impact publications to 
his name, credits China’s ro-
bust scientific infrastructure 
and supportive academic 
environment for enabling 
this breakthrough.   “This 
success stems from XJTU’s 
world-class facilities and my 
supervisors’ visionary guid-
ance,” said Sohail, whose 
work received support 
from China’s National Nat-
ural Science Foundation 
and other key scientific in-
novation initiatives.—APP

Pakistan 
stands for 

peace, unity 
in region

ISLAMABAD: Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs Chairman 
Irfan Siddiqui on Wednes-
day said Pakistan remains 
committed to fostering 
peace in the region, ex-
pressing his confidence in 
the country’s foreign policy 
approach, which is being ex-
ecuted effectively with full 
support from parliamentar-
ians, the armed forces and 
the public. While speaking 
in a conversation with a lo-
cal news channel, Chairman 
Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs Irfan 
Siddiqui praised Pakistan’s 
strong foreign policy strate-
gy and reaffirmed that Paki-
stan stands firmly for peace 
in the region. Pakistan has 
acted responsibly on the 
international stage, demon-
strating unity in its foreign 
policy and a steadfast de-
sire for peace, he added. He 
said Pakistan, along with 
other countries, welcomes 
the ceasefire efforts, em-
phasizing that continued 
aggression could further 
destabilize the region. He 
said Pakistan appreciated 
President Donald Trump’s 
efforts for peace and ac-
knowledged that he did 
not seek war, expressing 
hope that Israel would act 
responsibly. He stated that 
in moments of heightened 
sensitivity, when fellow Is-
lamic nations faced serious 
challenges, Pakistan acted 
with restraint, wisdom and 
a strong sense of responsi-
bility to uphold regional sta-
bility. Responding to a que-
ry, he emphasized that no 
nation’s sovereignty should 
be paralyzed or violated, 
adding that it is high time 
for Israel to understand this 
reality.—APP

US, China 
and UK top 3 
destinations of 

Pakistani  
exports 

ISLAMABAD: The United 
States (US) remained the 
top export destination of 
Pakistani products during 
the first eleven months 
of the current fiscal year 
2024-25, followed by Chi-
na and the United King-
dom (UK).  Total exports 
to the US during July-May 
2024-25 were recorded 
at US $5552.615 million 
against the exports of US 
$4999.608 million during 
July-May 2023-24, show-
ing an increase of 11.06 
percent, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP).  This was fol-
lowed by China, wherein 
Pakistan exported goods 
worth US $2270.032 mil-
lion against the exports 
of US $2556.126 million 
last year, showing a de-
crease of 11.19 percent. 
UK was the third top ex-
port destination—APP

Funeral payers of Major 
Moiz offered at Chaklala
“We owe an eternal debt to our martyrs. The blood of our Shuhada is the foundation 

 of our nation’s strength,” COAS said 
DNA

Rawalpindi: Funeral prayer of 
Major Syed Moiz Abbas Shah Sha-
heed (age; 37 years, resident of Dis-
trict Chakwal) who embraced mar-
tyrdom in an operation while bravely 
fighting against Indian sponsored 
Fitna al Khawarij in Sararogha, South 
Waziristan District, was offered at 
Chaklala Garrison, Rawalpindi. Field 
Marshal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M) 
Chief of Army Staff, Federal Minister 
for Interior, Senior serving Military 
and Civil Officials, officers and soldiers 
attended the funeral. “Major Syed Moiz 
Abbas fought bravely in the face of re-
sistance and ultimately laid down his life 
in the line of duty, upholding the high-
est traditions of bravery, sacrifice, and 
patriotism. The entire nation stands 
united in grief and pride, saluting his 
ultimate sacrifice for the defence of 
the country. We owe an eternal debt 
to our martyrs. The blood of our Shu-
hada is the foundation of our nation’s 
strength”. COAS said. The body of 
Shaheed has been taken to his native 
home town where he will be laid to rest 
with full military honours.

Over 2,000 company 
taxis registered so far as

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Director 
General (DG) Safe City, 
Islamabad Shakir Hussain 
Dawar Wednesday stressed 
the importance of public 
awareness about the new-
ly introduced ‘Verification 
App for taxi drivers in pro-
moting safe travel and com-

muter trust, reporting that 
over 2,000 company taxis 
have been registered so far 
and the process remains in 
progress. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he said 
that, with mutual under-
standing between company 
owners and the police, they 
launched this app, which 
is now available on the Is-
lamabad police website and 

will soon be accessible on 
Play Store. The app aims to 
build trust and ensure safe 
travel, particularly focus-
ing on the safety of women 
and students, he added. 
Replying to a question, DG 
mentioned that they were 
receiving complaints about 
harassment of women and 
students, as well as criminal 
activities.  

Super market suffers 
due to CDA’s negligence

ISLAMABAD: President of the Super Market Traders Association and noted business leader, Shehzad Abbasi, has ex-
pressed grave concern over the continued negligence of the Capital Development Authority (CDA), warning that the 
declining state of Islamabad’s prominent commercial centres is damaging both the city’s reputation and its economy.
Abbasi said that the Super Market, once considered a symbol of Islamabad’s organized layout and a favorite destination 
for diplomats and foreign visitors, is now sinking into chaos and decay. What was once a clean and orderly space has 
now become overrun with filth, unregulated encroachments, and complete administrative failure. He said the situation 
reflects a larger pattern of indifference on the part of CDA towards the city’s key commercial zones. He noted that the 
sanitation system in the market has collapsed entirely. Garbage remains uncollected, littering walkways and public areas. 
The foul stench is so pervasive that customers are often forced to cut their visits short. Most of the manhole covers are 
missing, posing a serious safety hazard to both pedestrians and vehicles. In many places, open manholes have already 
caused accidents. Meanwhile, gutters and drains remain choked, resulting in continuous overflow of sewage water across 
streets and footpaths, turning what should be a shopping destination into a health hazard. Abbasi highlighted that illegal 
structures and makeshift stalls have mushroomed across public spaces, especially on footpaths and state-owned land. 
These encroachments not only create visual pollution but also hinder pedestrian flow and vehicle access, adding to traffic 
congestion and overall discomfort for shoppers. Furthermore, he stated that several residential units in the area are being 
used for commercial purposes without proper authorization, thereby violating the law. He lamented that despite all of 
this happening in plain sight, CDA has failed to take any enforcement action. He said this level of urban mismanagement 
directly undermines Islamabad’s image as a planned and disciplined capital city. Foreign diplomats, officials, and other 
international visitors frequently shop in the Super Market, but the current state of the area reflects poorly on national 
governance and urban upkeep. Abbasi warned that if this continues, Islamabad’s already fragile commercial climate 
will suffer further decline. He called for urgent measures, including a comprehensive overhaul of sanitation, the 
immediate replacement of missing manhole covers, the cleaning of drains, and regular garbage disposal. He 
also demanded the resolution of parking shortages that routinely create bottlenecks and inconvenience both 
customers and shopkeepers. A targeted operation should also be launched against illegal stalls and encroach-
ments, with firm timelines and visible results. Abbasi stated that the CDA has been repeatedly informed about 
these issues through official correspondence and in-person meetings, but there has been no response. He 
described the authority’s silence and inaction as criminal negligence. He warned that traders will be left with 
no choice but to launch protests if meaningful action is not taken soon. Government claims of turning Islamabad into 
a model city will never be realized unless the systematic neglect of its commercial zones is urgently addressed.—DNA

AIOU opens 
alumni corner 
to strengthen 
its network

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has 
taken a significant step toward fostering long-term en-
gagement with its former students by inaugurating a ded-
icated “Alumni Corner” on campus.  The inauguration 
was formally carried out by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr. 
Nasir Mahmood. The newly established section aims to 
recognize the academic, social, and professional contri-
butions of distinguished alumni serving in key positions 
both nationally and internationally.
The ceremony was attended by faculty members from 
various departments along with principal officers of the 
university. During the event, the Vice Chancellor also 
recorded his remarks in the Alumni Visitors’ Book. In 
his address, Dr. Nasir Mahmood shared that more than 
five million students have graduated from AIOU so far, 
with around 100,000 being added annually. He noted that 
these graduates are making valuable contributions across 
Pakistan and in institutions around the world. He empha-
sized the importance of building a dynamic, well-coordi-
nated, and sustainable alumni network, which can play 
a key role in student welfare, fundraising, scholarship 
initiatives, career guidance, and enhancing the univer-
sity’s global reputation. Dr. Mahmood urged alumni to 
actively participate in networking, information exchange, 
community service, and initiatives aimed at promoting 
the university’s image.
During the event, Director Student Affairs Syed Ghu-
lam Kazim Ali presented future plans for strengthening 
the alumni network. Other speakers included Director 
General of Regional Services Dr. Malik Tauqir Ah-
mad Khan, Dean of the Faculty of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies Prof. Dr. Moeenuddin Hashmi, and Director 
of Coordination and Administration Prof. Dr. Syed 
Aamir Shah. They all welcomed the initiative, calling it 
a visionary and impactful step toward enhancing alum-
ni-university ties.At the conclusion of the ceremony, 
the Vice Chancellor congratulated Syed Ghulam Ka-
zim Ali and his team on this commendable initiative. 
He also directed the preparation of detailed working 
papers for the Alumni Corner to facilitate further plan-
ning and implementation in upcoming phases.—DNA
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Maintaining 
Iran-Israel 
ceasefire 

crucial 
ISLAMABAD: Former Am-
bassador to the United States 
& PPP Senator Sherry Reh-
man Wednesday said that 
Pakistan desires peace in 
the region and supports the 
ceasefire between Iran and 
Israel but warns of grave re-
percussions if the terms are 
violated. Talking to a private 
news channel, She empha-
sized the critical importance 
of upholding the ceasefire 
between Iran and Israel to 
ensure lasting peace and 
stability in the region.  She 
highlighted that fostering bal-
anced and mutually respect-
ful relations with all neighbor-
ing countries is a top priority 
for Pakistan, as achieving 
regional peace and stability. 
Responding to a query, she 
said that any Israeli violation 
could lead to severe region-
al turmoil, urging Israel to 
show responsibility and re-
consider its approach. She 
further stated that Pakistan 
has consistently demonstrat-
ed a mature and responsible 
approach in addressing re-
gional challenges. Pakistan’s 
foreign policy reflects a deep 
understanding of the com-
plexities in the region.—APP

The extension not only enhances the global standing of Pakistani Engineers but also 
reflects Pakistan’s growing role in the global Engineering fraternity

ISLAMABAD: Deputy head of mission embassy of France in Pakistan 
Jean-Charles Allard, cutting the ribbon during inauguration ceremony 
o painting exhibition title” The Gravity of Grace” of different artists 

at Gallery-6, in the Federal Capital. 



Thursday, June 26, 2025

Israel-Iran truce 
– will it hold?

NATO Summit in The 
Hague – can it bring 
peace to Ukraine?T HE recent truce between Israel and Iran, brokered by President Don-

ald Trump, has brought temporary relief to a region on the brink of a 
devastating conflict. However, accusations of violations from both sides have 
emerged almost immediately after the ceasefire announcement, casting 
doubts on its sustainability. While the truce is undoubtedly in the interest 
of both nations and regional stability, its longevity remains uncertain given 
the deep-seated hostilities and mutual distrust. The ceasefire came after a 
dangerous escalation, with Iran launching a direct attack on Israel and Israel 
retaliating with strikes on Iranian soil. Both nations claimed victory, but the 
reality appears more complex. Israel’s targeted strikes on Iranian nuclear sites 
were downplayed by US media reports, which suggested the facilities were inac-
tive and suffered minimal damage. President Trump dismissed these reports as 
“fake news,” while Iran itself admitted that its nuclear sites were not completely 
destroyed, implying that work could resume within months.
This raises questions: Was Israel’s retaliation merely a face-saving move after 
feeling the heat of Iran’s attacks? Did both sides realize that further escalation 
would lead to unbearable losses, pushing them toward a truce despite their pub-
lic posturing? Whatever the truth, the cessation of hostilities is a welcome de-
velopment—but maintaining it will require more than just temporary restraint.
President Trump played a crucial role in de-escalating tensions, but his 
administration must now push for a more comprehensive peace effort, 
particularly in Gaza. Israel’s ongoing military operations have resulted 
in the deaths of countless innocent Palestinians, further fueling regional 
anger. If the US is serious about stability, it cannot ignore the Gaza crisis 
while focusing solely on Israel-Iran tensions. A sustainable peace requires 
addressing the root causes of conflict—including Palestinian rights, Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions, and Israel’s security concerns. The Biden administra-
tion, if it returns to power, or a continued Trump presidency must ensure 
that this truce is not just a pause but a step toward lasting dialogue.
Despite claims of minimal damage, Iran’s nuclear program remains a sig-
nificant concern. If Tehran can reactivate its facilities within months, the 
world may soon face the same crisis again. The international community, 
particularly the US and European powers, must enforce stricter monitoring 
and push for a verifiable freeze on Iran’s nuclear activities.
At the same time, Washington should avoid provocative rhetoric that could 
derail diplomacy. Trump’s aggressive stance may have forced Iran to the ne-
gotiating table, but only sustained engagement—not threats—will ensure com-
pliance. The Israel-Iran ceasefire is a fragile but necessary reprieve. Both 
nations must avoid further violations, and the US must expand its diplomatic 
efforts to include Gaza and broader regional stability. Another war would be 
catastrophic—not just for the Middle East, but for global security. For now, the 
guns have fallen silent. The challenge is to ensure they stay that way.

T HE NATO summit in The Hague comes at a critical juncture, with the 
alliance facing its most significant challenges since the Cold War. The war 

in Ukraine remains the most pressing issue, and while NATO has stood firm 
in its support for Kyiv, the question remains: Can this summit provide a real 
solution, or will it merely reinforce existing divisions? Nearly two and a half 
years into Russia’s invasion, Ukraine remains locked in a brutal war of attri-
tion. Despite Western military aid, Kyiv’s counteroffensive has not delivered 
a decisive victory, and Moscow shows no signs of backing down. The NATO 
summit is expected to discuss long-term security guarantees for Ukraine, but 
will it go beyond rhetoric and propose a viable path to peace?
U.S. President Donald Trump, attending the summit, claimed credit for bro-
kering the recent Israel-Iran ceasefire and suggested that a similar deal could 
be possible between Russia and Ukraine. However, the two conflicts are vastly 
different. While Israel and Iran had no territorial disputes, Russia is deeply 
entrenched in occupied Ukrainian land. Would Putin accept a truce without 
major concessions? Would Ukraine agree to any deal that compromises its sov-
ereignty? Trump’s assertion that he helped mediate the Israel-Iran truce has 
raised eyebrows, especially since both sides downplayed U.S. involvement. Still, 
his presence at the NATO summit adds an unpredictable element. Known for 
his unconventional diplomacy, Trump has previously claimed he could end the 
Ukraine war “in 24 hours.” If he re-enters the White House, will he push for a 
negotiated settlement—even if it means pressuring Ukraine to cede territory?
Some European leaders fear such an approach could reward Russian aggres-
sion. Yet, with Western support for Ukraine wavering and U.S. elections 
looming, NATO must consider all possible avenues—including backchannel 
diplomacy—to prevent a prolonged and unwinnable war.
The summit also highlights tensions within NATO itself. While Eastern Europe-
an nations demand stronger commitments to Ukraine, others, like Hungary and 
Slovakia, oppose further escalation. The alliance must balance military support 
for Kyiv with the risk of direct confrontation with Russia.
A lasting solution will require more than just weapons—it needs a coherent diplo-
matic strategy. If NATO can leverage its collective strength to push for credible 
negotiations, this summit could mark a turning point. If not, the war will drag 
on, with devastating consequences for Ukraine and global security.
The Hague summit is a test of whether NATO can adapt to today’s geopo-
litical realities. The alliance must decide whether it is merely a military 
bulwark or a force for conflict resolution. While a breakthrough on Ukraine 
seems unlikely now, the groundwork for future talks must begin here. Other-
wise, the world may face years more of war—with no end in sight.
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Trump’s Stunning Condemnation 
of Israel’s War Conduct

Iran and India-Israel Nexus

Qamar Bashir

Dr M Ali Hamza

I N a striking turn of global diplomacy, President Don-
ald J. Trump has emerged as a singular force capable 
of diffusing one of the most dangerous confrontations 

in recent history: the Israel-Iran conflict. In a candid and 
widely viewed social media post, Trump not only declared 
the end of Iran’s nuclear threat following a limited U.S. 
airstrike but also, for the first time in modern American 
history, openly rebuked Israel’s military conduct, ques-
tioned its expansionist ambitions, and expressed fury 
over its violation of the ceasefire agreement mediated by 
the U.S. itself. This bold diplomatic shift shattered dec-
ades of unquestioned American alignment with Israeli stra-
tegic narratives. Trump, a leader previously considered un-
shakably pro-Israel, surprised the world when he declared 
that Israel’s bombing campaign on Iran—triggered by an 
inconsequential rocket—was “unjustified, unprovoked, and 
unacceptable.” He condemned Israel’s use of force as dis-
proportionate and excessive, noting that “they dropped 
bombs I’ve never seen before.”
Unlike his predecessors, who consistently offered Israel 
uncritical political, military, and financial support, Trump 
demonstrated both the courage and credibility to confront 
Tel Aviv. He made it unequivocally clear that he would not 
allow Israel to jeopardize a fragile regional peace, no mat-
ter the history or political cost. “I’m really mad at Israel,” 
he said bluntly, promising to use all necessary means to en-
sure Israel respects the ceasefire and refrains from further 
escalation. In the same interview, Trump also launched a 
blistering attack on mainstream media outlets like CNN 
and other international broadcasters, accusing them of 
spreading misinformation and undermining the facts of the 
U.S. strike on Iranian nuclear sites. He described their re-
porting as full of “negativity, rumors, and distortions,” par-
ticularly those suggesting the airstrikes were ineffective. 
He clarified that the nuclear facilities targeted—Fordow, 
Isfahan, and Natanz—were completely destroyed. “Those 
sites are gone. They’re finished. They’re not coming back,” 
he emphasized, thereby putting to rest widespread media 
speculation that Iran’s program remained intact.
Trump’s decisive messaging addressed two critical audi-
ences: the American public, who demand transparency 
in foreign military engagements, and global analysts, who 
doubted the effectiveness of limited strikes. His words 
were both assertive and reassuring, highlighting his unique 
ability to project strength while pursuing de-escalation.
Beyond military strategy, Trump introduced a compelling 
rationale against Iran’s nuclear ambitions. He argued that 
Iran, rich in oil and natural gas reserves, has no legitimate 
energy-based need to pursue nuclear power. Unlike nations 
such as Pakistan or the United Kingdom, which developed 
nuclear reactors due to severe energy deficits, Iran enjoys 
energy self-sufficiency for generations to come. In Trump’s 
view, Iran’s insistence on uranium enrichment lacks urgen-
cy and raises suspicions about its true motives.
This reasoning was echoed by Senator Marco Rubio, 
who questioned why a peaceful nuclear program would 
require deep underground bunkers protected by layers 
of reinforced earth. “If there’s nothing to hide, why bury 
it?” he asked. The implication, supported by Trump, is 
that Iran’s secrecy signals a military dimension—one 

that justifies limited but precise preemptive action. Iran, 
however, holds a different view. Its leadership maintains 
that its nuclear program is purely for peaceful scien-
tific and medical research. Iranian officials argue that 
heavy metals and radioactive materials are essential for 
cutting-edge work in medicine, energy innovation, and 
space exploration. Moreover, they claim the bunkered 
architecture of their facilities is a defensive measure—a 
safeguard against historical sabotage by Israel and other 
actors determined to halt Iran’s technological advance-
ment. While both sides present arguments with merit, 
Trump’s position, grounded in geopolitical realism and 
economic logic, currently holds greater global sway. His 
administration’s strike—targeted, limited, and non-esca-
latory—was perceived by many as a calibrated message 
rather than an act of war. The world saw a leader who 
could punish violations while maintaining peace, and 
who sought to contain conflict rather than expand it.
Importantly, this confrontation revealed a deeper stra-
tegic truth. Despite its technological sophistication 
and military capability, Israel alone could not disman-
tle Iran’s hardened nuclear infrastructure. The Israeli 
strikes, though symbolically potent, required the direct 
intervention of the United States to achieve meaningful 
results. This reveals a critical geopolitical reality: Iran is 
no ordinary adversary. It is not like other Middle East-
ern states that were toppled with ease—such as Iraq or 
Libya. Iran has emerged as a formidable regional power 
with significant political resolve, diplomatic reach, eco-
nomic resilience, and military capability.
Even more revealing was the exposure of India’s clandes-
tine alignment with U.S. and Israeli objectives during the 
operation. Long viewed as a close partner by Tehran, In-
dia’s alleged role in supporting covert drone bases, aiding 
target identification, and assisting surveillance against 
Iranian nuclear and military sites has caused deep offense 
in Iranian circles. These revelations, widely discussed in 
diplomatic backchannels, have been viewed as a betrayal 
of trust. For Iran, such interference by a country that in-
vested in Chabahar port and projected itself as a regional 
partner now amounts to strategic backstabbing. This ep-
isode is likely to strain India-Iran relations significantly, 
forcing India to retract its covert footprint and reassess 
its role in the Persian Gulf, lest it permanently damage 
bilateral trust and Iranian sovereignty.
Trump’s repositioning also thwarted Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s broader agenda of regime 
change in Iran. Netanyahu had hoped to repeat the past 
models used in Iraq and Libya—toppling adversarial gov-
ernments and installing pro-Western regimes. He had 
even begun promoting remnants of the deposed Shah’s 
family as potential successors. Trump firmly rejected 
this path, stating that regime change only breeds cha-
os, civil unrest, and prolonged instability. “I don’t want 
chaos. I want peace,” Trump said. While Trump did not 
directly mention Gaza or the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
during his latest interview, many analysts believe that 
the resolution of the Palestinian issue—particularly the 
humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza—should be the next 
logical step in reducing tension across the region. Given 

the central role that unresolved Palestinian grievanc-
es play in regional instability, it is widely hoped that 
Trump, having successfully mediated the Israel-Iran 
ceasefire, may eventually turn his attention to Gaza and 
the broader peace process.
This is not a confirmed policy statement by Trump, but 
a strategic inference based on the direction of his recent 
actions. Should he choose to engage, the potential exists 
for a transformative moment in Middle Eastern diplomacy.
Significantly, this ceasefire may also serve as a precur-
sor to the normalization of relations between the United 
States and Iran. If sustained, it could open the door to lift-
ing long-standing economic sanctions that have crippled 
the Iranian economy for years. It may also lead to Iran 
reestablishing full diplomatic ties with a broad spectrum 
of countries—except Israel—and reintegrating into the 
global economic system. This new chapter could unleash 
long-overdue prosperity and development for the Iranian 
people, allowing them to benefit from international trade, 
innovation, and financial systems previously closed off.
In many ways, the outcomes of this war—unexpected as 
they are—have proven more beneficial for Iran, for the Pal-
estinian cause, and for regional peace than for Israel. Iran 
has withstood the pressure, preserved its sovereignty, and 
emerged with greater diplomatic standing. Palestinians 
have seen Israel’s unchecked power finally challenged. And 
the region has witnessed—for the first time in decades—
clear limitations placed on Israel’s religiously driven expan-
sionist policies and dangerous political agenda.
In the clearest terms yet, Trump committed to personally 
overseeing the enforcement of the Iran-Israel ceasefire. 
He warned that any further violations by Israel would 
have diplomatic repercussions, including a reassessment 
of U.S. support. This new doctrine—fueled by pragmatism, 
realism, and a vision for sustainable peace—places America 
once again at the center of Middle Eastern diplomacy, but 
with a markedly different tone.
Donald Trump has—whether through instinct or strate-
gy—reshaped the regional calculus. He halted a poten-
tially devastating war, imposed limits on Iran’s nuclear 
program, reined in Israeli ambitions, exposed covert 
regional players, and challenged both domestic and in-
ternational narratives. His clear disapproval of Israel’s 
recent bombing, his condemnation of misleading media, 
and his bold new posture on balance and restraint pres-
ent a sharp departure from past U.S. policies. If Trump 
eventually directs his energy toward resolving the Pales-
tinian question and advancing Middle Eastern integra-
tion, he may do what no modern leader has achieved: 
a reset in the region. His actions reflect more than po-
litical calculation—they suggest a profound realization 
that peace cannot be sustained through favoritism, but 
through fairness and courage. Should he succeed, histo-
ry may well remember him not just as a dealmaker—but 
as a peacemaker. Perhaps even a Nobel-worthy one.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC 

Macomb, Michigan, USA

T HE assassination of Iranian nuclear scientists 
and military leaders, widely attributed to Is-
rael, suggests deep intelligence leaks within 

Iran’s security apparatus.Iran’s recent executions of 
alleged spies confirm internal breaches.While no di-
rect evidence links India to these leaks, Iran’s grow-
ing distrust of foreign alliesincluding those having 
strong ties with Israel, suggests vulnerabilities ex-
ploited by Israel. Let’s establish the case. 
India has been using Iranian territory to conduct espio-
nage and sabotage operations against Pakistan, particu-
larly in the restive province of Balochistan. One of the 
most high-profile cases involves Kulbhushan Jadhav, a 
former Indian Navy officer arrested in Balochistan in 
2016 after illegally entering from Iran. Jadhav confessed 
to running an Indian spy network from Chabahar, Iran, 
tasked with destabilizing Pakistan through sabotage, 
funding separatists, and gathering intelligence on mil-
itary installations.Jadhav admitted to operating under 
India’s Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) from Iran, 
where he established a business as cover. His activities 
included recruiting Baloch insurgents and planning at-
tacks on Pakistani infrastructure. In 2025, Pakistan de-
tained another alleged Indian spy, Chakarwedi, near the 
Iran border. Like Jadhav, he reportedly used Iranian soil 
to orchestrate covert operations against Pakistan. While 
India denies these claims, the pattern of arrests and in-
telligence reports suggests a sustained covert campaign 
aimed at undermining Pakistan’s security. 
It can be reasonably inferred that RAW has established 
an intelligence network in Iranapparently targeting Pa-
kistan, but likely also gathering sensitive information 
about Iran and its strategic facilities. Over the past two 
decades, India’s foreign policy in West Asia has shifted 
considerably, with a marked deepening of ties with Is-
rael and a more cautious transactional approach toward 
Iran. Historically, India managed a careful balance be-

tween the two, but its growing strategic, military, and 
technological alignment with Israelcombined with Iran’s 
increasing isolation under USsanctions and its pivot to-
ward Chinahas fuelled speculation that New Delhi may 
be sharing intelligence about Tehran with Tel Aviv. What 
fuels this speculation is the convergence of geopolitical 
interests and the visible tilt in India’s alliances, raising 
legitimate concerns about the scope and targets of its 
intelligence operations in the region.
India and Israel have developed a defence partnership, 
with Israel emerging as India’s second-largest arms suppli-
er after Russia and India is Israel’s largest weapons buyer. 
Moreover, Al Jazeera’s investigative report revealed that 
Indian weapons firms also sold Israel rockets and explo-
sives during the war in Gaza. The relationship extends 
beyond hardware sales to include joint operations, cyber-
security collaboration, and intelligence-sharing. Reports 
suggest that India’s RAW and Israel’s Mossad have a his-
tory of intelligence exchanges. Given Mossad’s extensive 
operations inside Iran, including assassinations of nuclear 
scientists and sabotage of facilities, it is plausible that In-
dia, with its diplomatic presence in Tehran, could provide 
supplementary intelligence. There are additional reasons 
that make this case more probable. 
Both India and Israel view Iran-backed proxies; e.g., Ha-
mas, Hezbollah, as security threats. India’s concerns about 
Iran’s influence in Afghanistan via the Taliban and Paki-
stan via Shia groups align with Israel’s broader regional 
confrontations with Tehran.India’s reliance on Iranian oil 
has diminished due to US sanctions, while its investments 
in Iran’s Chabahar Port have faced delays. Meanwhile, Is-
rael has become indispensable for India’s defence moderni-
zation, supplying drones, missile systems, and surveillance 
technology used in conflicts like the 2019 Balakot airstrike 
as well as post Pahlgam war with Pakistan, this year.While 
Iran was once a critical oil supplier, India has diversified its 
energy imports. In contrast, Israel provides cutting-edge 

military tech that India cannot easily replace, incentiv-
izing closer alignment.Iran’s growing partnership with 
China: including a 25-year strategic pact, and Russia has 
reduced its strategic value for India, which increasingly 
sees Israel and the US as more reliable partners. More-
over, India has distanced itself from a statement issued 
by the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) con-
demning Israeli airstrikes on Iranian territory. Indian 
Ministry of External Affairssaying it did not take part in 
the discussions that led to the joint remarks.
India’s large diaspora and trade ties with Iran could inad-
vertently facilitate intelligence gathering. Israeli opera-
tives may leverage Indian businesses or contacts for infor-
mation even without New Delhi’s explicit approval.Israel 
has a history of recruiting local assets in Iran, including 
through cyber-espionage and smuggling networks. If Indian 
nationals; e.g., traders, diplomats, were unknowingly used 
as sources, it could explain leaks without official complic-
ity.Iran has executed alleged Mossad spies and cracked 
down on suspected infiltrators, reflecting paranoia about 
foreign intelligence penetration. While Tehran has not pub-
licly accused India, its state media has framed the 2025 
Delhi embassy blast as linked to Israeli-Iranian tensions, 
hinting at possible distrust of India’s neutrality. Further 
more, why Iran targeted Haisa in Israel?
India maintains an embassy in Tehran, giving it insights 
into Iranian activities. If Mossad sought logistical or hu-
man intelligence on high-value targets; e.g., nuclear sci-
entists, IRGC movements, India’s diplomatic channels 
could be an indirect source.While no smoking gun con-
firms intelligence sharing, the depth of India-Israel collab-
orationcombined with Mossad’s infiltration capabilities 
and Iran’s isolationmakes the scenario plausible. Wheth-
er deliberate or incidental, India’s strategic choices may 
have indirectly aided Israel’s anti-Iran operations, even if 
official denials persist.This all indicates a possibility that 
India-Israel nexus has played a role in attacking Iran.

Trump’s repositioning 
also thwarted Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s broader agenda 

of regime change in Iran. 
Netanyahu had hoped to 

repeat the past models used 
in Iraq and Libya—toppling 
adversarial governments 

and installing pro-Western 
regimes. He had even begun 

promoting remnants of 
the deposed Shah’s family 
as potential successors. 

Trump firmly rejected this 
path, stating that regime 

change only breeds chaos, 
civil unrest, and prolonged 

instability. “I don’t want 
chaos. I want peace,” Trump 

said. While Trump did not 
directly mention Gaza or the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict...

Both India and Israel view 
Iran-backed proxies; e.g., 

Hamas, Hezbollah, as security 
threats. India’s concerns 
about Iran’s influence in 

Afghanistan via the Taliban 
and Pakistan via Shia groups 
align with Israel’s broader 

regional confrontations with 
Tehran. India’s reliance on 
Iranian oil has diminished 

due to US sanctions...
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FIH invites Pakistan 
hockey team to take 
part in Pro League

New Zealand Withdraws Due to Financial Constraints; Pakistan Gets Opportunity After Impressive Nations 
Cup Performance; A Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) official confirmed receiving the invitation and stated 

that the team is likely to accept the offer. “Participating in the Pro League will provide our players with 
high-level competition and help revive Pakistan’s standing in international hockey,” the official said

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The International Hock-
ey Federation (FIH) has extended an 
invitation to the Pakistan men’s hockey 
team to participate in the prestigious 
FIH Pro League scheduled for February 
2026. Pakistan has been offered the spot 

after New Zealand, originally invited, de-
clined due to financial constraints.
Pakistan secured this opportunity fol-
lowing their strong performance in the 
recently concluded FIH Nations Cup, 
where they finished as runners-up. Their 
impressive showing has earned them a 
chance to compete against the world’s 
top hockey nations in the Pro League, 

a tournament known for elevating team 
skills and global rankings.
A Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) offi-
cial confirmed receiving the invitation and 
stated that the team is likely to accept the 
offer. “Participating in the Pro League will 
provide our players with high-level compe-
tition and help revive Pakistan’s standing in 
international hockey,” the official said.

The FIH Pro League features elite 
teams such as Australia, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Germany, and India. Pa-
kistan’s inclusion is seen as a signifi-
cant step in their efforts to return to 
the top tier of world hockey.
Further details regarding Pakistan’s partici-
pation, including fixtures and preparations, 
will be announced in the coming months.

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: A grand ceremony was held 
under the auspices of the Pakistan Sports 
Board (PSB) on Wednesday to honor na-
tional heroes who showcased outstanding 
performances in international competi-
tions, raising Pakistan’s flag high.
Advisor to the Prime Minister on Inter-Pro-
vincial Coordination, Rana Sanaullah Khan, 
attended the ceremony along with Federal 
Secretary Mohyuddin Wani and DG PSB 
Muhammad Yasir Pirzada. Cash awards to-
taling 8.2 million rupees were distributed 
among 36 athletes who brought glory to 
Pakistan in various countries.
Prominent athletes included:
·        Arshad Nadeem (Javelin Throw Gold 
Medalist) – 2 million rupees
·        Salman Iqbal Butt (Arshad Nadeem’s 
coach) – 600,000 rupees
·        Ahsan Ramzan (Under-21 Snooker 
Championship Bronze Medalist) – 500,000 
rupees
·        Muhammad Asif (SAARC Snooker 
Gold Medalist) – 500,000 rupees
·        Muhammad Naseem Akhtar (Bronze 
Medalist) – 100,000 rupees

Other awardees:
·        Abdul Mohammad Khan (U-15 Sin-
gles) – 250,000 rupees
·        Abdul Mohammad Khan & Zuneira 
Khan (U-15 Mixed Doubles) – 187,500 ru-
pees each
·        Abdul Mohammad Khan & others 
(U-15 Boys Doubles) – 75,000 rupees each
·        Noor Khan, Taha Bilal, Abu Huraira, 
Atal Manan, Musa Asif, and others (U-15 
Team) – 75,000 rupees each
·        Taha Bilal & Abdul Mohammad Khan 
(U-19 Team) – 75,000 rupees each
Winter Sports Awardees:
·        Abdul Saboor Ahmed (Snowshoeing 
400m) – 250,000 rupees
·        Abdul Saboor Ahmed (Snowshoeing 
200m) – 100,000 rupees
·        Muhammad Afaq Khan (Snowshoeing 
100m) – 250,000 rupees
·        Muhammad Muzammil Iqbal (Snow-
shoeing 800m) – 250,000 rupees
·        Muneeb ur Rehman (Cross-Country 
Skiing 50m & 100m) – 250,000 rupees per 
event
·        Abdul Saboor, Afaq, Muzammil, Ali 
Raza (Relay) – 150,000 rupees each
·        Ali Raza – 150,000 rupees
·        Manahil (Snowshoeing 400m) – 

250,000 rupees
·        Manahil (Relay) – 150,000 rupees
·        Raveena Qurban (Cross-Country Ski-
ing) – 150,000 rupees
·        Iqra Akhtar, Shah Guloon Hayat, 
Tabsam (Relay) – 150,000 rupees each
Federation Grants:
·        Athletics Federation of Pakistan – 10 
million rupees (special grant)
·        Alpine Club of Pakistan – 2.1 million 
rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Badminton Federation – 1.1 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Bodybuilding Federation – 
2.5 million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Handball Federation – 5 
million rupees (special grant)
·        Pakistan Judo Federation – 1 million 
rupees (special grant)
·        Pakistan Jiu-Jitsu Federation – 2 mil-
lion rupees (special grant)
·        Pakistan Karate Federation – 3 million 
rupees (special grant)
·        Pakistan Kabaddi Federation – 3 mil-
lion rupees (annual grant)
·        National Rifle Association – 2 million 
(annual), 5 million (special grant)
·        Pakistan Rugby Union – 1.1 million 
rupees (annual grant)

·        Winter Sports Federation Pakistan – 2 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Sailing Federation – 1 million 
rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Squash Federation – 5 mil-
lion rupees (special grant)
·        Pakistan Swimming Federation – 2.25 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Table Tennis Federation – 
2.25 million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Taekwondo Federation – 1.1 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Tennis Federation – 1 million 
rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Tenpin Bowling Federation – 
2.5 million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Volleyball Federation – 5 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Wrestling Federation – 3 
million rupees (annual grant)
·        Pakistan Wushu Federation – 1 million 
rupees (annual grant)
Total Grants:
·        Annual Grants: 32.9 million rupees
·        Special Grants: 31 million rupees
The Pakistan Sports Board has taken a 
significant step in promoting national 
sports by rewarding athletes and support-
ing federations financially.

PSB’s step for Promotion of Sports; 
Cash Awards of 8.2 million distributed
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Trump

 survives 
impeach-
ment vote 

From Page 01
Jeffries and House Speaker 
Emerita Nancy Pelosi, who 
have expressed caution 
regarding further impeach-
ment efforts after Trump’s 
two previous impeachments 
failed during his first term.
Conversely, 79 House 
Democrats, predominantly 
progressives from elector-
ally safe districts, voted to 
keep Green’s resolution 
alive. This contingent in-
cluded prominent figures 
like Representative Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, who has 
been vocal in her calls for 
impeachment following the 
Iran strikes. This develop-
ment comes closely on the 
heels of Israel’s surprise 
air war which was launched 
on June 13, hitting Iranian 
nuclear sites where it said 
Tehran was trying to devel-
op an atomic bomb and kill-
ing top military command-
ers in the worst blow to the 
Islamic Republic since the 
1980s war with Iraq.

Pakistan 
and United 
States to...

From Page 01
“The discussion focused on 
meaningful engagement in 
trade, investment and deep-
ening economic ties mutual-
ly beneficial to both sides,” 
the finance ministry said in 
a statement on Wednesday, 
adding that technical-level 
trade-related discussions will 
conclude next week. Both 
sides also agreed to pursue 
a broader strategic and in-
vestment-based partnership, 
with the ministry stating 
this framework would be 
developed in due course.

Sindh 
Assembly 
passes...
From Page 01

The entertainment duty 
has also been scrapped 
to promote cultural activi-
ties. Additionally, fees for 
land-related documentation 
have been reduced by 50%, 
while the annual commer-
cial vehicle tax has been 
capped at Rs 1,000. Devel-
opment spending stands 
at Rs1,018.3 billion (30%), 
with Rs281.7bn allocated to 
capital expenditure.
Other significant alloca-
tions in the FY2025-26 
Sindh budget include Rs43 
billion for an Ad-hoc relief 
allowance and Rs16 billion 
for a 15% pension increase.
According to the Sindh Fi-
nance Bill, public universi-
ties will receive Rs42.2 bil-
lion, while Rs10.4 billion has 
been earmarked for medical 
education in the budget.

Trump says 
US will hold 
talks with...

From Page 01
now safer due to his admin-
istration’s policies, despite 
past escalations with Iran. 
“Our tough stance brought 
them to the table, and 
now we can negotiate from 
strength,” he said.
Additionally, he criticized 
the U.S. media for spreading 
what he called “fake news” 
about Iran and his foreign 
policy. “The media always 
distorts the truth, but the 
facts show we’ve made pro-
gress,” he asserted. Ana-
lysts remain cautious, noting 
that any potential deal would 
mark a significant reversal 
from Trump’s earlier “max-
imum pressure” campaign. 
If negotiations succeed, it 
could lead to eased sanc-
tions and a new framework 
for Iran’s nuclear activities.

US ‘totally 
committed’.. 

From Page 01
one member is an attack on 
all. “Depends on your defi-
nition. There’s numerous 
definitions of Article Five,” 
Trump told journalists in 
comments sure to rattle 
America’s European allies.
“I’m committed to being 
their friend,” he said.
Rutte said that there was, 
however, an “expectation” 
that the Canadians and the 
Europeans would ramp up 
their spending, with the 
US long complaining that 
it paid too much to de-
fend countries in Europe.

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar Tanveer Ilyas, in a group photograph with President of Pakistan, 
Asif Ali Zardari, and President of PPP Women’s Wing, MPA Faryal Talpur, at Zardari House, Karachi, on June 25, 2025. – DNA

Pakistan’s salt exports to China 
rise by 38% Jan-May 2025

BEIJING: Pakistan’s salt exports to China witnessed a 
significant growth of 38% year-on-year during the first 
five months of 2025, signaling strengthening bilateral 
trade ties in mineral commodities.  According to offi-
cial data, Pakistan exported salt worth $3.44 million to 
China from January to May 2025, compared to $2.50 
million during the same period last year, said Ghulam 
Qadir, Trade and Investment Counsellor at Pakistan’s 
Embassy in China, according to Gwadar Pro.
Ghulam Qadir said that this growth is primarily attributed 
to the rising Chinese demand for high-purity salt used in 
enteral and parenteral solutions and medications, under the 
commodity code 25010019.  Pakistan exported 22.5 million 
kilograms of this grade to China, with a total trade value of 
$3.29 million. The average unit price stood at $0.146 per 
kilogram, making it competitive in the international market.
“Pakistan is among the few countries with abundant reserves 

of rock salt, particularly the pink Himalayan variety, which has 
gained recognition globally for its quality and purity.  Although 
Pakistan’s salt exports to China remain modest compared to 
other suppliers, they show strong upward potential,” he added.
Apart from medical-grade salt, Pakistan also exported edi-
ble salt and industrial salt, though in smaller volumes. 
Experts believe that Pakistan can leverage its cost-effec-
tive production and growing processing capacity to in-
crease its share in China’s multi-billion-dollar salt market.
Analysts suggest that improved processing infrastructure, com-
pliance with Chinese pharmaceutical-grade salt standards, and 
robust logistics partnerships through China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) could further enhance Pakistan’s salt trade 
with China.  Stakeholders from both sides are exploring ways 
to enhance trade facilitation and quality assurance mecha-
nisms, which may help Pakistan expand from bulk exports 
to high-margin processed salt segments. – DNA

Iran suspends 
cooperation 

with IAEA
From Page 01

Wednesday, state TV re-
ported. Since the start of 
the war, Iranian officials 
have sharply criticised the 
IAEA for failing to con-
demn the Israeli attacks.

NSA attends 
20th meeting 
of SCO in...

From Page 01
As part of his engage-
ments, NSA emphasized 
on Pakistan’s desire for a 
stable and peaceful neigh-
borhood and its role as a 
Net Regional Stabilizer.

No chance 
of Asif, 

Rajnath... 
From Page 01

since the recent military 
standoff between Islamabad 
and New Delhi. The Turkish 
media stated that Asif will 
lead the Pakistani delegation 
at the two-day SCO meeting. 
Whereas, the Indian defence 
minister will also attend the 
forum with a high-level del-
egation. It further reported 
that Singh is scheduled to 
hold meetings with the de-
fence ministers of China, 
Russia, and other nations.

Four killed 
in landmine 

blast in...
From Page 01

Everything turned chaot-
ic, people were screaming 
and running for help.” Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO) 
Habibullah confirmed that 
initial investigations point 
to a landmine explosion. Po-
lice, bomb disposal experts 
and district officials have 
inspected the site and are 
gathering evidence.  
Local authorities called 
the incident “a plot to dis-
rupt peace” in the region, 
while tribal leaders strong-
ly condemned the attack 
and demanded justice A 
search operation has been 
launched, and further in-
vestigations are ongoing.

JMC 
reviews...
From Page 01

railways, energy, food se-
curity, climate change, de-
fence, healthcare, manpow-
er, higher education and 
information technology. 
Both sides emphasized en-
hancing institutional mech-
anisms and promoting in-
ter-ministerial coordination.
Held in an atmosphere of 
mutual understanding and 
brotherhood, the session 
included exchanges on 
regional and global devel-
opments. Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to peace and stability in the 
region. A protocol, outlin-
ing procedural frameworks 
for follow-up actions, coor-
dination through sectoral 
working groups and facili-
tation for reciprocal visits, 
was also signed.
In addition to the protocol 
of the session, Memoranda 
of Understanding on “Mu-
tual Exemption of Entry 
Visa Requirements” and 
“Establishment of a Joint 
Task Force to Promote In-
vestments” as well as an 
Agreement on “Artificial In-
telligence and Digital Econ-
omy” were signed. Both 
parties expressed satisfac-
tion with the outcomes and 
agreed to hold the 13th Ses-
sion of the JMC in Pakistan 
on mutually agreed dates.

Pakistan 
and UAE...

From Page 01
reviewed entire spectrum 
of bilateral relations and 
reaffirmed their resolve 
to further strengthen co-
operation across multiple 
sectors. The two sides dis-
cussed regional and global 
developments of mutual in-
terest and reiterated their 
commitment to enhanced 
coordination and dialogue 
at multilateral forums.
The Additional Foreign 
Secretary underscored the 
importance of further deep-
ening the strong fraternal 
ties between Pakistan and 
the UAE, built on shared 
values, mutual respect, and 
common interests. Both 
sides appreciated the pos-
itive trajectory of bilateral 
relations and expressed 
satisfaction on the progress 
made under existing institu-
tional mechanisms, includ-
ing the JMC and regular 
leadership-level exchanges.

Chelsea through to Club 
World Cup knockouts, 
Benfica beat Bayern

Philadelphia: Chelsea beat Esperance of Tunisia 3-0 on 
Tuesday to set up a Club World Cup last-16 tie against Benfi-
ca, who defeated Bayern Munich 1-0 earlier in searing heat. 
Elsewhere minnows Auckland City claimed a memorable 
draw against Boca Juniors while Los Angeles FC bowed out of 
the tournament with a stalemate against Flamengo. In Char-
lotte, Andreas Schjelderup scored the only goal for Benfica 
in their Group C clash with Bayern in front of 33,287 fans, 
finishing first-time from a cutback by his fellow Norwegian 
Fredrik Aursnes in the 13th minute. The German champions, 
who left the likes of Harry Kane and Michael Olise on the 
bench at kick-off, were unable to come back in sweltering af-
ternoon conditions in heatwave-hit North Carolina. Kane and 
Olise came on at half-time and Bayern did then look more 
dangerous, but Leroy Sane was denied when clean through 
by Benfica’s Ukrainian goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin. A draw 
would have allowed Bayern to top the section but a Kimmich 
effort that found the net was ruled out for offside. – APP

Prominent AJK political 
figures join PPP 

ISLAMABAD: A delegation from Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK), led by former AJK Prime Minister Sardar Tan-
veer Ilyas on Wednesday officially joined the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) in a meeting with President Asif 
Ali Zardari at Zardari House, Karachi. The delegation 
included Advisor to the AJK Government on Prisons Sar-
dar Ahmad Saghir, MLA Ali Shan Soni, and Sardar Umar 
Tanveer. During the meeting, the delegation announced 
their decision to join the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). 
President Asif Ali Zardari welcomed the delegation and 
congratulated them on joining the party.
President of the PPP Women’s Wing, MPA, and  sister of 
President Zardari Faryal Talpur was also present on the 
occasion. The meeting was also attended by Punjab Gover-
nor Sardar Saleem Haider, senior PPP leader Saleem Man-
dviwalla, former AJK President Sardar Muhammad Yaqoob 
Khan, Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, Chaudhry Muhammad Riaz, 
and Sardar Zia Qamar. In addition, Sindh Home Minister Zia-
ul-Hasan Lanjar, Provincial Minister Haji Ali Hassan Zardari, 
and MPA Sohail Anwar Siyal were also present. – Agencies

Extreme heat, storms take 
toll at Club World Cup

Los Angeles: Fur-
nace-like heat and the 
threat of thunder and light-
ning are wreaking havoc at 
the Club World Cup -- and 
more of the same is likely 
at the 2026 World Cup.
With a brutal heatwave 
blanketing swathes of the 
eastern United States, 
adapting to the weather 
has become a key focus for 
coaches and players.
Borussia Dortmund took 
the unusual step of leav-
ing their substitutes in the 
dressing room for the first 
half of their game against 
Mamelodi Sundowns in Cin-

cinnati, rather than have 
them sitting on the bench 
in blazing sunshine.
Chelsea coach Enzo Mares-
ca meanwhile cut short his 
team's training session in 
Philadelphia on Monday as 
the City of Brotherly Love 
baked in temperatures of 
99 degrees Fahrenheit 
(37.2 degrees Celsisu).
Dortmund coach Niko 
Kovac, meanwhile, said the 
weather could ultimately 
shape the destiny of the 
tournament. "I think that 
this tournament will be de-
cided not by the best team, 
but the team that can adapt 

to these weather conditions 
the best. They will probably 
win this tournament," Kovac 
said. While cooling breaks 
midway through each half 
have become standard dur-
ing the tournament, Dort-
mund, like other teams, are 
taking extra steps to miti-
gate the heat and humidity.
"Our boys are very well 
taken care of by our doc-
tors and the medical staff," 
Kovac said. "We have very 
cold towels. We put them 
in ice baths. The boys also 
need to cool down their 
legs and their feet in cold 
water and ice baths." – APP

Pakistan storms 
into final of 2nd 
Asian Doubles 
Squash C’ships 

2025
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
dynamic squash duo, Noor 
Zaman and Nasir Iqbal de-
livered a thrilling perfor-
mance to secure a place in 
the final of the 2nd Asian 
Doubles Squash Cham-
pionships 2025 in Kua-
la Lumpur, Malaysia on 
Wednesday. According to 
information made available 
here by Pakistan Squash 
Federation ( PSF), Paki-
stani pair edged past hosts 
Malaysia in a fiercely con-
tested semifinal. – APP
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Islamabad: The Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) has voiced 
serious concerns over the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) members’ 
disregard for the Anomaly Com-
mittee’s recommendations and 
proposals. The FPCCI stated that 
the committee was not allocated 
sufficient time for its meetings, 
and a meeting that was convened 
lacked the agenda items crucial to 
its members. Consequently, the 
members of the Anomaly Commit-
tee resigned and transferred all 
their powers to FPCCI President 
Atif Ikram Sheikh. The FPCCI 
is also demanding the repeal of 
the controversial 37 Double A 
provision, which was reinstat-
ed based on an old notif ication. 
They insist this be scrapped 
in light of the recent Supreme 
Court decision.
 During an emergency meeting 
at the FPCCI Capital Office, 

members of the Anomaly Com-
mittee, including FPCCI Presi-
dent Atif Ikram Sheikh, Karachi 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry President Javed Balwani, 
Islamabad Chamber President 
Nasir Qureshi, Sohail Pasha, 
Abdul Haleem, Sarhad Chamber 
President Fazal Muqeem Khan, 
Quetta Chamber President Ayub 
Mariyani, Faisalabad Chamber 
President Rehan Naseem Brara, 
Sialkot Chamber President Ikram-
ul-Haq, FPCCI Vice President 
Tariq Jadon, Capital Office Chair-
man Karim Aziz Malik, and Coor-
dination Chairman Malik Sohail, 
among others, expressed their 
alarm. They highlighted that the 
government is set to approve the 
budget on June 27, yet the Anom-
aly Committee, established to ad-
dress the business community’s 
budget-related issues, has not 
held a single meaningful meeting. 
This situation is a cause for con-
cern for the entire business com-
munity across the country. The 

FPCCI put forth several key de-
mands:  * The tax regime for ex-
porters, which was changed last 
year, should be reverted to the 
old system.  * The one percent 
advance tax should be abolished.  
* The government’s decision 
to end tax exemptions for eco-
nomic zones by 2035 should be 
withdrawn, as new factories will 
take four to five years to become 
operational.  * The five percent 
withholding tax on exporters 
should be removed.  * The eight-
een percent tax on solar panels 
should be eliminated.  * The final 
tax regime should be reinstated. * 
Policies should not be formulated 
without consultation with the FPC-
CI. The meeting’s participants also 
emphasized that after winning the 
war against India, the business com-
munity now seeks to win the econom-
ic war. To achieve this, they stressed 
the importance of mutual cooperation 
between the government and the busi-
ness community to propel the coun-
try’s economic direction forward.

FPCCI dismay over anomaly 
committee’s neglect, 

demands budgetary changes

Briefs
UK  will buy 

F-35 jets 
capable of 

carrying 
nuclear bombs
THE HAGUE:The Unit-
ed Kingdom will buy 12 
US-made F-35 fighter jets 
capable of carrying nu-
clear bombs and will join 
NATO’s shared airborne 
nuclear mission, in a ma-
jor expansion of its nuclear 
deterrent, Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer announced 
Wednesday The govern-
ment called it “the biggest 
strengthening of the UK’s 
nuclear posture in a genera-
tion.” Starmer made the an-
nouncement while attend-
ing a NATO summit in the 
Netherlands. NATO Secre-
tary-General Mark Rutte 
welcomed the decision, 
calling it “yet another ro-
bust British contribution to 
NATO.” The UK phased out 
air-dropped atomic weapons 
in the 1990s after the end 
of the Cold War. Its nuclear 
arsenal now consists of sub-
marine-based missiles. Only 
three NATO members – the 
US, Britain and France – 
are nuclear powers, while 
seven nations contribute 
to the alliance’s nuclear 
mission by contributing 
jets that can carry either 
conventional or weapons or 
American B61 bombs stock-
piled in Europe. The use of 
nuclear weapons by the UK 
as part of the mission would 
require the authorization of 
the alliance’s nuclear plan-
ning group as well as the 
US president and British 
prime minister. Starmer 
also announced that the UK 
will provide 350 air defense 
missiles to Ukraine, fund-
ed by 70 million pounds 
($95 million) raised from 
interest on seized Russian 
assets. The announcements 
come as the UK and other 
NATO members pledge to 
increase spending on secu-
rity to 5 percent of gross 
domestic product by 
2035. The total includes 
3.5 percent on defense 
and another 1.5 percent 
on broader security and 
resilience efforts.—APP

Whooping 
cough cases in 
Japan exceed 

31,000
Tokyo:  More than 31,000 
people have caught whoop-
ing cough this year in Japan, 
a nearly eight-fold rise from 
last year that has already 
surpassed the annual re-
cord-high number logged 
in 2019, data by a national 
health research institute 
showed Tuesday The coun-
try’s health authorities are 
calling on the public to be 
aware of the highly conta-
gious bacterial infection 
that causes severe coughing 
spells that experts say are 
most dangerous in infants 
and could result in death in 
the age group. According to 
a preliminary data released 
by the Japan Institute for 
Health Security, a total of 
31,966 cases have been 
detected nationwide from 
the start of the year, with 
2,970 patients reported in 
the week ending June 15. 
In the week before, weekly 
cases surpassed 3,000 for 
the first time since 2018 
when comparable data be-
came available. By compar-
ison, the total number of 
cases last year was around 
4,000, and the 16,845 cas-
es registered in 2019 was 
the record high for a year. 
Many of the patients have 
been 19 and under and con-
cerns remain that infants 
may contract the disease 
from their older siblings at 
home.—APP

Belarus, Cuba 
identify points 
of growth in 

trade, economy
MINSK:  Belarus and Cuba 
have identified promising 
points of growth in trade 
and economy, Belaru-
sian President Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said as he was 
meeting with Cuban Pres-
ident Miguel Diaz-Canel 
Bermudez on 25 June, Bel-
TA has learned. It was 
noted during the talks 
that Belarus-Cuba com-
mission on trade and eco-
nomic cooperation had 
established a schedule of 
regular, annual meetings. 
This shows mutual inter-
est in deepening bilateral 
interaction. “Taking into 
consideration the comple-
mentarity of the econo-
mies of Belarus and Cuba, 
our experts have identified 
a number of promising 
points of growth in trade 
and economy. —APP

Libya, 
Turkiye sign 
geological, 

geophysical 
MoU on four 

offshore areas
TRIPOLI: Libya’s National 
Oil Company (NOC) had 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Turkish 
state oil company TPAO to 
conduct a geological and 
geophysical study of four 
offshore areas, NOC said on 
Wednesday.  “Discussions 
were also held regarding 
conducting a two-dimen-
sional seismic survey 
(10,000 km long), and pro-
cessing the data resulting 
from these surveys within 
a period not exceeding 9 
months,” Libya’s state oil 
firm said in a statement. 
NOC said the agreement 
was signed in Istanbul by 
the two companies’ execu-
tives., It provided no fur-
ther details.—APP

S Korea court 
rejects arrest 
warrant for 
ex-President 

Yoon
SEOUL: A South Korean 
court has rejected a request 
to issue an arrest warrant 
for former President Yoon 
Suk Yeol related to a probe 
into his short-lived attempt 
to impose martial law, the 
Yonhap News Agency said 
on Wednesday, citing a spe-
cial prosecutor. A spokes-
person for the Seoul Cen-
tral District Court and the 
prosecution office could 
not immediately be reached 
for comment. South Ko-
rea’s special prosecutor 
had asked the court on 
Tuesday to issue an arrest 
warrant for Yoon as an in-
vestigation intensified over 
the ousted leader’s botched 
bid to declare martial law 
in December. Yoon, who is 
already facing a criminal tri-
al on insurrection charges 
for issuing the martial law 
declaration, was arrested 
in January after resisting 
authorities trying to take 
him into custody, but was 
released after 52 days on 
technical grounds. The new 
warrant was on a charge of 
obstruction, a senior mem-
ber of the special prosecu-
tor’s team of investigators 
said on Tuesday.—APP

Muslim 
apparent 
winner in 

New York City 
Democratic 

primary race 
for mayor

CHICAGO: Zohran Mam-
dani, 33, a Uganda-born 
Indian Muslim who served 
in the New York State As-
sembly in Queens, appears 
to have defeated former 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
in Tuesday’s Democratic 
primary race for mayor. 
The two bitterly debated 
on opposite sides of the 
Gaza war. Last year, Cuo-
mo joined the legal team to 
defend Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who is charged with war 
crimes and faces an arrest 
warrant from the Inter-
national Criminal Court. 
Cuomo, 67, conceded the 
election, even though New 
York has a special provi-
sion that kicks in when 
no one receives more 
than 50 percent of the 
vote. The Ranked Choice 
Voting law allows votes 
cast for other candidates 
with lower totals to be 
assigned to their second 
ballot choice. New Yorkers 
vote to rank candidates 
from “most preferred” to 
“least preferred.” If their 
first preferred candidate 
does poorly, their next 
preferred choice receives 
their vote.
Mamdani received 43.5 
percent of the votes while 
Cuomo received 36.4 
percent, with 95 percent 
of nearly 1 million votes 
cast. Nine other candi-
dates received between 11 
percent and 0.1 percent. 
Mail-in ballots postmarked 
by Tuesday that have yet 
to arrive by mail can still 
be counted for one week 
after the election. The 
shifting of votes under 
the Ranked Choice Vot-
ing system is not likely to 
be released until July 1, 
leaving a slim chance of 
uncertainty. Cuomo told 
the New York Times that 
he may run as an inde-
pendent in the November 
mayoral election. If the 
preliminary victory holds 
for Mamdani, he is expect-
ed to face incumbent May-
or Eric Adams, an inde-
pendent who did not face 
a primary contest.—APP

Indonesia continues evacuation 
despite Iran-Israel ceasefire

On Tuesday, 11 Indonesians from the first group of evacuees arrived in Jakarta, to be followed by the arrival 
of 48 Indonesian nationals and one foreign national married to an Indonesian on Wednesday evening

DNA

JAKARTA: Indonesia is contin-
uing to evacuate its nationals 
from Iran, the foreign minis-
try said on Wednesday amid 
fears of further Israeli bom-
bardments despite ceasefire 
claims. The Indonesian Em-
bassy in Tehran has been on 
its highest alert since June 
19, following a week of Israeli 
attacks on Iranian cities that 
Tel Aviv claimed were aimed 
at preventing Iran from de-
veloping nuclear weapons. 
Along with countries which 
evacuated their citizens from 

Iran amid growing destruc-
tion from Israeli attacks, the 
Indonesian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs has moved 96 
Indonesian citizens to Baku, 
Azerbaijan in its first phase 
of evacuation.
“There will be a second phase 
of evacuation, the Indonesian 
Embassy in Tehran is current-
ly taking registration from 
other Indonesian citizens who 
wish to be evacuated,” Andy 
Rachmianto, director-gener-
al for protocol and consular 
affairs, told Arab News on 
Wednesday. After Iran retali-
ated to Israel’s initial attacks 
with ballistic missile strikes, 

the two countries have been 
trading missiles, with the 
Israeli military increasingly 
targeting civilian infrastruc-
ture. According to the Iranian 
Ministry of Health and Medi-
cal Education, Israeli military 
attacks have killed more than 
600 people and wounded over 
5,300 others.
Over the weekend, the US 
joined Israel in attacking Iran 
by striking Iranian nuclear 
facilities. In retaliation, Teh-
ran launched a missile attack 
on the Al-Udeid Air Base in 
Qatar, the largest US mili-
tary base in the Middle East. 
Hours later, on Monday, US 

President Donald Trump an-
nounced that Israel and Iran 
had agreed to a ceasefire. 
The Indonesian foreign af-
fairs ministry said that its 
missions throughout the Mid-
dle East are “closely monitor-
ing” the escalating situation 
between Israel, Iran and the 
US. “The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs encourages Indone-
sian citizens who are now in 
the Middle East to increase 
vigilance and to continue 
monitoring the security situ-
ation as well as instructions 
issued by local authorities, 
and to avoid locations of as-
sets belonging to countries 

in the conf lict,” it said in a 
statement on Tuesday. Judha 
Nugraha, the director of citizen 
protection, told Arab News that 
the ministry is “ready to facili-
tate” the next evacuation. There 
are nearly 400 Indonesian na-
tionals living in Iran, most of 
whom are students, the min-
istry’s latest data showed. On 
Tuesday, 11 Indonesians from 
the first group of evacuees ar-
rived in Jakarta, to be followed 
by the arrival of 48 Indonesian 
nationals and one foreign na-
tional married to an Indonesian 
on Wednesday evening.The rest 
of the group is scheduled to 
land in Jakarta on Thursday.

07

Jordanian FM affirms 
Jordan’s security 
priority, two-state 

solution key to peace
AMMAN: Jordan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign and Expatriates Affairs, affirmed that safeguarding 
Jordan’s national interests, security, and citizens remains the 
government’s top priority. In a statement carried by Jordan 
News Agency (Petra), Safadi underscored that Jordan “will not 
serve as a battleground for any external conflict”, reiterating 
that Jordan’s sovereignty is non-negotiable. “We’ve told both 
Israel and Iran, ‘Do not breach our airspace.” Safadi called 
for an immediate halt to the war on Gaza and an end to the 
humanitarian catastrophe. He warned against illegal Israeli 
escalations in the West Bank, saying they risk triggering an 
explosion in the occupied territory and undermining all pros-
pects for a just and lasting peace. He also stressed the need 
for a genuine political horizon leading to a two-state solution, 
which he described as the only viable path to peace. Safadi 
also confirmed ongoing coordination with France and Saudi 
Arabia to convene an international conference on the two-
state solution. He pointed to the Arab Peace Initiative as a 
viable offer for a comprehensive peace that includes a sover-
eign Palestinian state. On Syria, he said, “Stability in Syria is 
essential for the stability of the region.” He voiced full support 
for Syria’s reconstruction, saying the Syrian people deserve 
peace and dignity after years of war. Regarding the Jordan-US 
relations, Safadi described them as “strategic and historic,” 
noting strong bilateral cooperation in counterterrorism and 
economic support. On Iran, he stated that although Jordan sup-
ports de-escalation efforts in the region, it will continue to ad-
dress direct concerns with Iran, including weapons.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding reforms in the Agricultural sector . —DNA

Beijing, China: Lt. Gen Muhammad Asim Malik, National Security Advisor of Pakistan 
addressing the 20th meeting of the secretaries of the Security Council of Shanghai  

Cooperation Organization (SCO).

Iraq arrests 
commentator over online 

post on Iran-Israel war
BAGHDAD: Iraqi authorities said they arrested a political 
commentator on Wednesday over a post alleging that a mil-
itary radar system struck by a drone had been used to help 
Israel in its war against Iran. After a court issued a war-
rant, the defense ministry said that Iraqi forces arrested 
Abbas Al-Ardawi for sharing content online that included 
“incitement intended to insult and defame the security in-
stitution.” In a post on X, which was later deleted but has 
circulated on social media as a screenshot, Ardawi told his 
more than 90,000 followers that “a French radar in the Taji 
base served the Israeli aggression” and was eliminated. 
Early Tuesday, hours before a ceasefire ended the 12-day 
Iran-Israel war, unidentified drones struck radar systems 
at two military bases in Taji, north of Baghdad, and in 
southern Iraq, officials have said. The Taji base hosted US 
troops several years ago and was a frequent target of rocket 
attacks. There has been no claim of responsibility for the 
latest drone attacks, which also struck radar systems at the 
Imam Ali air base in Dhi Qar province. A source close to 
Iran-backed groups in Iraq told AFP that the armed fac-
tions have nothing to do with the attacks. Ardawi is seen 
as a supporter of Iran-aligned armed groups who had 
launched attack US forces in the region in the past, and of 
the pro-Tehran Coordination Framework, a powerful politi-
cal coalition that holds a parliamentary majority. The Iraqi 
defense ministry said that Ardawi’s arrest was made on 
the instructions of the prime minister, who also serves as 
the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, “not to show 
leniency toward anyone who endangers the security and 
stability of the country.” It added that while “the freedom 
of expression is a guaranteed right... it is restricted based 
on national security and the country’s top interests.—APP 
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WB approves $194 
mln to support 
water projects

“The GRADES-Balochistan project aims to reduce 
learning poverty in the province, while the Balochistan 
Water Security and Productivity Improvement Project 

will help address the province’s water security 
challenges and enhance climate resilience”

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank Board (WB) has approved 
$194 million for two projects to enhance educational op-
portunities for children and boost water security in Ba-
lochistan.Tourist attractions “The GRADES-Balochistan 
project aims to reduce learning poverty in the province, 
while the Balochistan Water Security and Productivity 
Improvement Project will help address the province’s wa-
ter security challenges and enhance climate resilience,” 
said Najy Benhassine World Bank Country Director for 
Pakistan in a press release issued here on Wednesday.
“The WB remains committed to support Balochistan 
through strategic investments in infrastructure and human 
development to build the foundations for more job crea-
tion, poverty reduction, and stronger resilience,” he added.

Centreline Report

NEW YORK: Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old 
state lawmaker and self-described democratic 
socialist, was poised on Tuesday to win New 
York City’s Democratic mayoral primary in a 
surprising upset over former New York gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo. In brief remarks to support-
ers, Cuomo, 67, who had been seeking a political 
comeback four years after resigning amid sexual 
harassment allegations, said he had called 
Mamdani to congratulate him.
“Tonight is his night,” Cuomo said 
while conceding the race to Mam-
dani. Mamdani, who entered the 
campaign as a virtual unknown, 
was ahead of Cuomo 43.5% to 
36.4% with nearly 95% of ballot 
scanners reporting, according 
to the city’s elections board. 
Nine other Democratic candi-
dates trailed far behind. The out-
come will not be final until next 
week, due to New York’s ranked-

choice system that allows citizens to pick up 
to five candi- dates in order of preference.
But Mamdani’s lead in Tuesday’s preliminary 
results ap- peared too large for Cuomo, 
or any oth- er candidate, to overcome, 
particularly since the third-place finisher 
on Tues- day, City Comptroller Brad 
Lander, encouraged his supporters to list 

Mamdani second.
The race was seen as an early read 

on the direction Democrats believe the 
party should take five months into Repub-

lican President Donald Trump’s tumultuous 
second term. Their differences were clear: 

Cuomo, a moderate backed by the establish-
ment who served a decade as governor, or 
Mamdani, a progressive newcomer who prom-
ised a break with the past. Mamdani will likely 
be the favourite in November’s general elec-
tion in a city where Democrats dominate. 
The current mayor, Democrat Eric Adams, 
will also appear on the November ballot 
as an independent, but a series of cor-
ruption scandals and his perceived ties 
to Trump have weakened his standing.

Mamdani all ‘set to 
take over’ New York City

as first Muslim mayor
33-year-old state lawmaker’s victory in Democratic primary 

will likely lead to him being favourite in November polls

Briefs
Erdogan, 

Trump 
discuss 

regional, 
bilateral 

issues 
THE HAGUE: Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan met with US President 
Donald Trump at the NATO 
Summit in The Hague, 
where they discussed re-
gional and global issues as 
well as bilateral ties.
President Erdogan wel-
comed an Israel-Iran cease-
fire “achieved through US 
President Trump’s efforts” 
and called for lasting peace, 
an end to the Gaza crisis 
and dialogue on Ukraine, 
according to a statement by 
Türkiye’s Communications 
Directorate. During their 
meeting, President Erdogan 
highlighted the strong po-
tential for cooperation with 
the US in energy, invest-
ment and defence in particu-
lar, noting that advancing 
ties could help achieve a 
US$100 billion trade target.
Both President Erdogan 
and Trump underlined the 
importance of strengthen-
ing NATO’s deterrence as 
leading allies in the Alliance, 
reported Türkiye’s Anadolu 
Agency. – Agencies

Aurangzeb 
holds virtual 
meeting with 

Lutnick
DNA

Islamabad: Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb 
Holds Virtual Meeting with 
US Commerce Secretary 
Howard Lutnick A virtual 
meeting took place between 
Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
Pakistan’s Finance Minis-
ter and Howard Lutnick, 
United States’ Commerce 
Secretary on US Reciprocal 
tariffs on 24th June, 2025 at 
2030 Hours (PST). 
Both sides showed satisfaction 
on the on-going negotiations 
and resolved to conclude the 
trade negotiations next week. 
It was also resolved that fur-
ther to the trade agreement, 
a partnership, based on stra-
tegic and investment inter-
ests, would be concluded in 
due course covering areas 
of mutual interest. 
The discussion focused on 
meaningful engagement in 
trade, investment and deep-
ening economic ties mutu-
ally beneficial to both sides 
with technical level trade 
related discussions to be 
concluded next week. 
Both sides expressed con-
fidence in concluding trade 
negotiations at the earliest.

Pak urges 
diplomacy 

for peacefully 
resolving Iran 
nuclear issue

UNITED NATIONS: Paki-
stan reaffirmed its support 
for resolving Iran nuclear is-
sue through peaceful means 
when the UN Security Coun-
cil on Tuesday discussed the 
latest developments related 
to the implementation of its 
2015 resolution endorsing 
the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
which limits the Iranian 
atomic programme. “Diplo-
matic engagement and the 
resumption of dialogue are 
the best means to resolve 
all outstanding issues,” 
Ambassador Asim Iftikhar 
Ahmad, permanent rep-
resentative of Pakistan to 
UN, told the 15-member 
Council on Tuesday.
“Diplomacy has delivered 
previously and with the nec-
essary political will, it can 
certainly deliver again,” he 
said, referring to JCPOA, 
which was signed in 2015 
after extensive negotiations 
between Iran and several 
world several world powers, 
including the United States.
The US, however, with-
drew from the agreement 
in 2018 under the Trump 
administration, and the 
deal is now considered “es-
sentially defunct”.  Tues-
day’s Security Council ses-
sion followed  a brokered 
ceasefire that brought a 
pause to recent hostilities 
— air strikes by Israel and 
the United States on Irani-
an nuclear sites, and Teh-
ran’s subsequent missile 
attacks on a United States 
base in Qatar. – Agencies

Morocco: 
Tourism Sector 

Revenues 
reach $3.7 
billion in 5 

months

DNA
RABAT: The Moroccan 
Ministry of Tourism an-
nounced that the tourism 
sector generated revenues 
estimated at 34 billion dir-
hams (about $3.7 billion) 
during the first five months 
of this year, an 8 percent 
increase compared to the 
same period last year. Fa-
tima Zahra Ammor, Moroc-
can Minister of Tourism, 
Industry, Handicrafts, So-
cial and Solidarity Econo-
my, said that the number 
of overnight stays during 
the same period reached 
11.8 million, a 13 percent 
increase, while the num-
ber of tourists who visited 
Morocco during the same 
period reached 7.2 mil-
lion, a 22 percent increase 
compared to last year.

USA is keen to solidify economic 
cooperation with Pakistan: Baker
Federal Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik highlighted the vast potential of Pakistan’s mining 
sector. “Pakistan is richly endowed with mineral resources, including gold, copper, coal, 

rare earth elements and other critical minerals essential for renewable energy transition”
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Government of Pakistan in collabo-
ration with the USA Embassy in Pakistan, hosted 
a high-level webinar “Opportunities in Pakistan’s 
Mining Sector – Unlocking Mineral Potential” 
aimed at promoting investment opportunities in 
Pakistan’s minerals and mining sector to Ameri-
can investors and companies. This direct line vir-
tual event was hosted  together by Federal Min-
ister of Energy (Petroleum Division) Ali Pervaiz 
Malik and U.S. Chargé d’Affaires to Pakistan H.E 
Natalie Baker at Oil & Gas Development Compa-
ny (OGDCL) Head Office in Islamabad.
The webinar brought together senior officials 
from Pakistan’s Ministry of Energy (Petroleum 
Division), leading Pakistani mineral and energy 
companies, representatives of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council (SIFC), and top USA 
diplomats and energy sector stakeholders. Secre-
tary Petroleum Mr. Momin Agha, MD OGDCL Mr. 
Ahmed Hayat Lak, Managing Directors of GHPL 
and Mari Energies, DG Mines, MD PMDC, and 
senior representatives from Ark Metals, BMEC, 
BMRL, and PPL, US Embassy’s Economic Coun-
sellor, and Energy Officer participated, along 
with various American business representatives 
who virtually attended the event.
In his keynote remarks, Federal Minister Ali Per-
vaiz Malik highlighted the vast potential of Paki-
stan’s mining sector. “Pakistan is richly endowed 
with mineral resources, including gold, copper, 
coal, rare earth elements and other critical minerals 
essential for renewable energy transition,” he said. 
The Minister noted the international significance 

of the Reko Diq copper-gold project and pointed to 
recent discoveries in Balochistan’s Chaghi district 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Waziristan region.
He emphasized Pakistan’s role in global transition 
towards clean energy, citing the country’s abun-
dant reserves of critical minerals as a foundation 
for its green transition. “Renewable energy de-
velopment is central to our climate goals and 
economic future. We are facilitating this shift by 
supporting the mining of essential minerals and 
improving ease of doing business,” he stated.
The Minister also acknowledged the success of 
the Pakistan Minerals Investment Forum 2025 
(PMIF25), held earlier this year, which attracted 

over 5,000 participants and brought global atten-
tion to Pakistan’s mineral wealth. “PMIF25 marked 
a turning point, showcasing Pakistan as a serious 
player in the global minerals economy,” he said, 
while inviting USA companies to explore public-pri-
vate partnerships and joint ventures. He stressed 
how Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif & COAS Field 
Marshal Syed Asim Munir are personally leading 
the development of mining sector in Pakistan.
The Minister emphasised that Government of 
Pakistan and SIFC are fully committed to provide 
all kind of facilitation to international companies 
in building partnership aimed at unlocking Paki-
stan’s vast mineral reserves. 

USA Chargé d’Affaires Ms. Natalie Baker reaffirmed 
the long-standing economic partnership between 
the United States of America and Pakistan. “Paki-
stan offers immense opportunities in the minerals 
sector. With one of the world’s largest undeveloped 
copper and gold deposits at Reko Diq, and a strong 
commitment to economic reforms, this is the right 
time for USA investors to explore and engage,” she 
said.  Ms. Baker commended Pakistan’s recent poli-
cy efforts to unlock the mining sector’s potential and 
underscored the USA Embassy’s commitment to 
supporting American businesses looking to invest in 
Pakistan. “We are here to facilitate connections and 
create win-win partnerships. USA investors have 
long contributed to Pakistan’s development, and we 
see great promise in this sector,” she added.
Participants were briefed on ongoing regulatory re-
forms, including the development of a National Min-
erals Harmonisation Framework aimed at streamlin-
ing investment procedures and aligning federal and 
provincial regulations. The digitalization of geologi-
cal data and the upgrading of the Geological Survey 
of Pakistan are also underway to improve transparen-
cy and data access for investors.  Pakistani side also 
hosted a Q&A session with the American investors 
to clear any ambiguities / queries. In her closing re-
marks, Ms. Baker reiterated the USA government’s 
commitment to supporting Pakistan’s economic 
development and deepening bilateral economic 
ties. “We believe in Pakistan’s potential, and we see 
shared opportunity in its journey toward inclusive, 
sustainable growth,” she concluded. The webinar 
reinforced Pakistan’s strategic positioning within 
the Tethyan Metallogenic Belt, known for its rich 
mineral endowments, and outlined attractive invest-
ment opportunities across the mining value chain.
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Iranian N sites: Trump flays 
US media over 'fake news' 

Sources claim Tehran's enriched 
uranium stocks were not 
eliminated in US strikes

DNA
WASHINGTON: US airstrikes did not destroy Iran's 
nuclear capability and only set it back by a few 
months, according to one initial US intelligence as-
sessment, as a shaky ceasefire brokered by President 
Donald Trump took hold between Iran and Israel.
Three sources familiar with the matter, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, told Reuters of the preliminary assess-
ment. According to two of the sources, the assessment was 
prepared by the US Defence Intelligence Agency.

One of the sources said Iran's enriched uranium stocks had 
not been eliminated, and in fact, the country's nuclear pro-
gramme may have been set back only a month or two.
The assessment contradicted Trump's assertion that 
the weekend strikes had succeeded in destroying Teh-
ran's nuclear programme and raised questions about 
further US military action if indeed the programme 
survived the intense aerial bombardment.
However, these claims were categorically denied by the 
US president who slammed the news outlets that reported 
them. In a social media post, Trump insisted that the nuclear 
sites in Iran "are completely destroyed". "Fake news CNN, 
together with the failing New York Times, have teamed up 
in an attempt to demean one of the most successful military 
strikes in history," Trump wrote on his Truth Social account. 
"The nuclear sites in Iran are completely destroyed! Both 
the Times and CNN are getting slammed by the public!"

UK to reintroduce 
nuclear weapon-capable 
aircraft under NATO

London: Britain will reintroduce fighter jets capable 
of carrying atomic weapons to support NATO’s nucle-
ar mission, Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s office said, 
as he prepares for a Nato summit Wednesday.
The country will purchase 12 nuclear weapon-capable 
F-35A fighters, expanding the country’s deterrence arse-
nal, which is currently limited to submarine-launched mis-
siles. “These F35 dual capable aircraft will herald a new 
era for our world-leading Royal Air Force and deter hostile 
threats that threaten the UK and our Allies,” Starmer said 
in a statement on Tuesday. NATO Secretary General Mark 
Rutte was quoted in the statement as saying: “I strongly 
welcome today’s announcement,” calling it “yet another 
robust British contribution to NATO”. Downing Street 
described it as the “biggest strengthening of the UK’s nu-
clear posture in a generation”, adding that Starmer would 
announce the plan at summit on Wednesday.
Since the end of the Cold War, British nuclear deterrence 
within the Atlantic alliance was provided solely by missiles 
aboard Royal Navy submarines. Heloise Fayet, a nuclear 
specialist at the French Institute of International Relations 
(Ifri), told AFP the announcement illustrates “the con-
tinued re-nuclearization of Europe, the renewed need for 
nuclear weapons, and the strengthening of NATO’s deter-
rence, in the face of an adversary, Russia”. – Agencies

Nepra cuts FY26 base 
power tariff by Rs1.49 

after govt-IPP deal
Power regulator lowers FY26 

tariff to Rs34.01/unit, down 4.2% 
from current year’s level

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Offering significant relief to electricity con-
sumers and businesses, the National Electric Power Regu-
latory Authority (Nepra) has reduced the base power tariff 
by Rs1.49 per unit for the fiscal year 2025-26, bringing it 
down to Rs34.01/unit — a 4.2% cut from the current rate 
of Rs35.50/unit. The downward revision follows lower ca-
pacity payments secured through fresh government agree-
ments with Independent Power Producers (IPPs), falling 
energy prices, and a projected 2.8% rise in demand.
Nepra has forwarded its rebasing decision to the fed-
eral government for final approval and implementation 
of a uniform tariff.  For FY26, the regulator has author-
ised a total revenue requirement of Rs3.52 trillion for 
ex-Wapda distribution companies (XWDiscos), comprising 
Rs3.07 trillion in power purchase price (PPP) and Rs454 
billion in distribution margins and system losses. Nota-
bly, the government had hiked the base tariff by Rs5.72 
per unit (19.2%) to Rs35.50/unit in FY25 — making the 
current reduction a potential breather for businesses 
and households. Nepra credits the easing prices with 
improved macroeconomic indicators and a noticeable 
shift of captive industrial users back to the national grid.


