
Swat River tragedy
Nine dead, several 
missing after family 

of 18 swept away
Family was having breakfast by riverbank when heavy 

rains upstream caused unexpected increase in water flow

Shamim Shahid

SWAT/PESHAWAR/ISLAMABAD: At least 
nine people died after 18 members of the 
same family were swept away by a sudden 
surge of high water in the Swat River on 
Friday morning, drawing condolences from 
the country’s top leadership. Rescue 1122, 
in its statement, said that three individuals 
had been recovered and a rescue operation 
was underway for the remaining people.
According to rescue officials, the affect-
ed family hailing from Sialkot was on a 
leisure trip, having breakfast by the riv-
erbank at around 8am when heavy rains 
upstream caused an unexpected and rap-
id increase in water flow.  “We received 
information about the drowning of these 
people around 8am. There were guests on 
the bypass who were sitting on the bank 
of the river. These people were not aware 
of the water relay,” a rescue official said.
While three individuals have been suc-
cessfully pulled to safety and the bodies 
of five recovered, the search for the re-

maining missing family members contin-
ues amidst challenging conditions.
While speaking to Geo News, Deputy 
Commissioner Swat Shahzad Mehboob 
reiterated that Section 144, which pro-
hibits bathing in and approaching the riv-
er, is in force. He expressed concern that 
despite these restrictions, tourists con-
tinue to venture into dangerous areas.
A distraught tourist, who identified him-
self as a family member, recounted the 
harrowing ordeal, saying that 10 members 
of his immediate family were swept away, 
with the body of one woman found and the 
search for nine children still underway.
“We were having breakfast and drinking 
tea, and the children went to take a self-
ie near the river. At that time, there was 
not much water in the river,” he told Geo 
News. He further explained that rescue of-
ficials arrived to the scene hours after the 
incident was reported and failed to rescue 
the children who were still struggling in the 
river when rescuers reached the location. 
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The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 

remain closed on 
Saturday on account 

of weekly off therefore 
there will be no 

newspaper on Sunday.
– Editor

Holiday Notice

PM urges unity,
collective efforts
for development

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday appreciating the econom-
ic team and the coalition parties for their 
hard work and support in the passage of 
annual budget 2025-26 through the par-
liament, called for replicating a similar 
exemplary unity and efforts to achieve 
national economic development. 
“Now, we must all work together day 
and night for Pakistan’s economic pro-
gress. I firmly believe that this exem-
plary unity will ensure Pakistan’s eco-
nomic uplift,” he said in a meeting with 
members of the Senate and National As-
sembly after the approval of budget 2025-
26, according to a PM Office press release.  

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the parliamentarians 
after the successful passing of Finance bill 2025-26. Islamabad, 27 June 2025. – DNA

Coming to recent Israel's aggression against 
Iran, Prime Minister Shehbaz said that 

Pakistan expressed solidarity with the Iranian 
government and its people at every level

Lauds role of armed forces

Briefs

‘Dark day’: PTI rejects SC’s 
reserved seats verdict, 

announces protest
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD, JUN 27: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Friday 
rejected the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict on reserved seats, calling the 
decision “unjust and a misinter-
pretation of the Constitution.”
In a major setback to the PTI, the 
SC’s Constitutional Bench accept-
ed review petitions and ruled that 
the Imran Khan-founded party was 
not entitled to seats reserved for 
women and minorities in the na-
tional and provincial assemblies.
The verdict was announced by a 
10-member bench headed by Jus-
tice Aminuddin Khan.
Speaking to Geo News following 
the ruling, PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Ali Khan expressed dis-
appointment over the top court’s 
ruling and said: “We are deeply 
disappointed… the decision is 

unfair, and the Constitution has 
been wrongly interpreted,” Bar-
rister Gohar said. “The reserved 
seats rightfully belonged to PTI,” 
said the PTI chairman.
Barrister Gohar maintained that 
after today’s SC review decision 
on reserved seats, the party has 
no further legal recourse. “We can-
not take this matter to any other 
court after this review judgment,” 
he added. However, the PTI’s top 
leader said that his party will 
raise the issue in and outside the 
parliament. Meanwhile, in an offi-
cial statement following the apex 
court’s verdict, PTI termed the ver-
dict as the “darkest day in the coun-
try’s constitutional history.” The 
party recalled that the apex court 
had previously recognised PTI’s 
constitutional right to the reserved 
seats for women and minorities. 

Continued on Page 06

Big blow to PTI 
as SC declares 
it ineligible for
reserved seats
Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: In a major setback for 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, the Su-
preme Court’s Constitutional Bench 
has accepted review petitions and 
ruled that the Imran Khan-founded 
party is not entitled to seats reserved 
for women and minorities in the na-
tional and provincial assemblies.
The verdict was announced by a 
10-member bench headed by Justice 
Aminuddin Khan on Friday.
Announcing the short ruling, Jus-
tice Aminuddin Khan said, “Justice 
Aminuddin Khan, Justice Mussarat 
Hilali, Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan, 
Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan, Justice 
Hashim Khan Kakar, Justice Aamir 
Farooq and Justice Ali Baqar Najafi 
all review petitions are allowed and 
impugn majority judgement dated 
July 12, 2024 is set aside as a conse-
quence thereof civil appeals … filed 
by SIC are dismissed and judgement 
rendered by the PHC is restored.”
Earlier, In a major development, 
Supreme Court’s (SC) Justice Sala-
huddin Panhwar has recused himself 
from being a part of the Constitutional 

Continued on Page 06

SC constitutional bench accepts review petitions 
by majority of 7 to 5 judges, upholds PHC verdict

India accused 
of illegal

deportations 
Muslims

“Muslims, particularly 
from eastern part of the 
country, are terrified,” 

says veteran Indian 
rights activist

DNA
NEW DELHI: India has 
deported without trial to 
Bangladesh hundreds of 
people, officials from both 
sides said, drawing condem-
nation from activists and 
lawyers who call the recent 
expulsions illegal and based 
on ethnic profiling.
New Delhi says the people 
deported are undocumented 
migrants. The Hindu nation-
alist government of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
long taken a hardline stance 
on immigration — particular-
ly those from neighbouring 
Muslim-majority Bangla-
desh — with top officials 
referring to them as “ter-
mites” and “infiltrators”.

Continued on Page 06

Urban flooding 
forecast in 
Sindh until 

Sunday
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The Pakistan 
Meteorological Department 
has forecast another spell of 
rain in Karachi, Hyderabad 
and other parts of Sindh 
on Friday. Several parts of 
Sindh received moderate to 
heavy rainfall on Thursday, 
ending the prolonged dry 
spell across the province 
and bringing relief from the 
scorching summer heat. 
The authorities had earlier 
released an urban flooding 
warning for several cities.
In its latest weather advisory 
issued today, the Met Office 
said “strong monsoon cur-
rents are penetrating over 
the province.” Under its in-
fluence, rain thunderstorm/
rain with few moderate to 

Continued on Page 06

Centreline Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will replace ambassadors in eight 
capitals, including Russia, Australia, Romania, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, Niger, Kyrgyzstan, and Ireland, as part of a 
major diplomatic shakeup. Additionally, there are two con-
sul generals assigned to two significant consulates.
Aisha Farooqui, Pakistan’s ambassador to Ireland, 
will take Dr Khalid Jamali’s post as Russia’s am-
bassador in Moscow. The current additional foreign 
secretary for the Americas, Maryam Aftab, will be 
sent to Ireland as ambassador. 
Altamash Wazir Khan, director general Middle East at the 
Foreign Office, will be sent to Kyrgyzstan. In order to suc-
ceed Zahid Hafeez Chaudhary as high commissioner for 
Australia, Irfan Shaukat is travelling to Canberra.
Ilyas Nizamani would be posted as ambassador to Ro-

mania replacing Muhammad Arshad Jan Pathan. Tariq 
Kareem is being considered for Myanmar as ambassador 
replacing Imran Haider. Haider has been designated as 
high commissioner for Bangladesh vice Syed Ahmad Ma-
roof. Shah Faisal Kakkar will be appointed ambassador 
in Niamey, Niger, replacing Ahmad Ali Sarohiee.
Mustafa Rabbani is being posted as consul general to 
Jeddah while Shahbaz Hussain Khokhar will be posted 
as consul general to Montreal (Canada). Khokhar is cur-
rently serving as the director general Europe at the For-
eign Office. The incumbent envoy to Russia, Ambassa-
dor Khalid Jamali, who is one of the senior-most officers 
of the Foreign Service in Grade 22 is likely to hang his 
gloves after return to the headquarters. Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhary is being posted as Additional Foreign Sec-
retary whereas Syed Ahmad Maroof will be assigned an 
important responsibility in the Foreign Office upon his 
return to the headquarters, the sources said.

Major reshuffle takes place in 
Pakistan’s diplomatic corps

Mustafa Rabbani being posted as consul general to Jeddah 
while Khokhar will be posted as CG to Montreal

Ruling alliance to get two-thirds majority

‘Army not interested 
in talks with 

political parties’
DG ISPR Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif 

Chaudhry says military should not 
be dragged into political matters

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Director General of the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), 
Lieutenant General Ahmed Sharif 
Chaudhry, on Friday said that the Pa-
kistan Army has no interest in holding 
talks with political parties, stressing 

Continued on Page 06

To empower Trump
US apex 

court curbs 
powers of 

lower judges
News Desk 

WASHINGTON: The United 
States Supreme Court hand-
ed President Donald Trump 
a major victory on Friday by 
curbing the power of lone fed-
eral judges to block executive 
actions. In a 6-3 ruling stem-
ming from Trump’s bid to 
end birthright citizenship, the 
court said nationwide injunc-
tions issued by district court 
judges “likely exceed the 
equitable authority that Con-
gress has granted to federal 
courts”. The top court did not 
immediately rule on the con-
stitutionality of Trump’s ex-
ecutive order seeking to end 
automatic citizenship for chil-
dren born on American soil.

Iran FM 
says IAEA 
visit means 

nothing
DNA

TEHRAN: Iran’s Araghchi 
says UN nuclear watchdog 
head’s insistence to visit Iran 
sites is ‘meaningless, even 
malign’ Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi has indi-
cated that Tehran may reject 
any request by the head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency for visits to Iranian nu-
clear sites, Reuters reports. 
“The IAEA and its Direc-
tor-General are fully respon-
sible for this sordid state of 
affairs,” Araghchi wrote on X.
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ISLAMABAD: A high-level 
trade delegation from Uz-
bekistan,   headed by Mr. 
Bakhrom Yusupov, Com-
mercial Attaché, Tukhtaev 
Akobirjon Khakimovich, 
Deputy Chairman of the 
Uzbekistan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, 
, visited the Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) to explore 
trade and investment op-
portunities in key sectors 
including textiles, leather, 
agriculture, fisheries, ferti-
lizers, and commerce. He 
invited Pakistani business-
es to tap into Uzbekistan’s 
emerging markets and in-
vestment-friendly climate.
The delegation included 

representatives from major 
organizations such as the 
Uzbek Chamber of Com-
merce, the Uzbek Textile 
and Leather Associations, 
as well as prominent pri-
vate enterprises.
Tukhtaev Akobirjon Kha-
kimovich  gave a com-
prehensive overview of 

Uzbekistan’s economy, 
highlighting investment 
prospects in the energy and 
chemical industries, and 
emphasizing the country’s 
improved global connectivi-
ty through air, road, and rail 
logistics.RCCI President 
Usman Shaukat warmly 
welcomed the delegation 

and underscored the strong 
potential for enhancing 
trade relations between Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan. He 
emphasized collaboration 
in sectors such as energy, 
pharmaceuticals, textiles, 
agriculture, chemicals, 
and tourism, and stressed 
the need to facilitate joint 

ventures and investments 
through practical steps like 
direct flights, streamlined 
visa processes, and sec-
tor-specific data exchange. 
He also acknowledged the 
support of the Prime 
Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme and the RCCI 
Ease of Doing Business 
Committee in facilitating 
this impactful visit.
RCCI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Khalid Farooq Qazi, 
Vice President Fahad Bar-
las, former presidents, 
executive committee mem-
bers, and a large number 
of RCCI members. The 
visit concluded with pro-
ductive B2B sessions, 
aimed at strengthening 
economic cooperation 
and opening new avenues 
of partnership between 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 

Country’s uplift directly linked with 
uplifting of railways system: Abbasi

Read Japan Project

Nippon Foundation donates a 
collection of 92 books to NUTECH 

The Ambassador appreciated the services rendered by NUTECH for offering not only the  
degree programs but also vocational training and language courses and has cultivated talented 

 students, contributing to Pakistan’s human capital DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD|: The Embassy of 
Japan in Pakistan, in collaboration 
with the Nippon Foundation, has 
donated a collection of 92 books 
on Japan to the National Univer-
sity of Technology (NUTECH) 
Islamabad as a part of the “Read 
Japan Project” aimed at fostering 
a deeper understanding of Japan’s 
rich culture, politics and econom-
ics through books.
AKAMATSU Shuichi, the Am-
bassador of Japan to Pakistan, 
on behalf of the Nippon Foun-
dation, presented the books to 
Rector NUTECH, Lt. General 
(Retd) Mr. Moazzam Ejaz at a 
ceremony held on Friday June 
27 at the university premises. 
The 92 carefully selected books 
in English language cover a 
range of topics related to Japan 
such as history, politics, econo-
my, security, philosophy, litera-
ture, art and culture.
Speaking on the occasion, H.E. 
Ambassador AKAMATSU con-
gratulated the students and 
teachers for receiving this valu-
able gift from the Nippon Foun-
dation and expressed the hope 
that with these books, students, 
faculty members, and intellec-
tuals will have more fascinating 
information on Japan as these 
books are windows into Japan’s 
rich history, vibrant culture, ad-

vanced technology, and unique 
values.
The Ambassador appreciat-
ed the services rendered by 
NUTECH for offering not only 
the degree programs but also 
vocational training and language 
courses and has cultivated tal-
ented students, contributing to 

Pakistan’s human capital. He said 
that NUTECH’s relationship with 
Japan is noteworthy as it’s a regis-
tered organization which is send-
ing interns for Japan’s Technical 
Intern Training Program (TITP). 
“I believe that NUTECH is play-
ing a pivotal role in people-to-peo-
ple exchange between Japan and 

Pakistan,” said the Ambassador.
In his remarks, the Rector 
NUTECH Lt. General (Retd) 
Moazzam Ejaz  thanked the Nip-
pon Foundation  and the Embassy 
of Japan for their generous gift of 
knowledge, expressing hope that 
the students will use this oppor-
tunity to learn about Japan and 

strengthen future Japan-Pakistan 
bilateral relations.
The “READ JAPAN PROJECT” 
was initiated by the Nippon Foun-
dation in 2008 to promote the un-
derstanding of Japan through the 
donation of Japan related books in 
English to universities and librar-
ies around the world.

Iranian envoy thanks 
Pakistani journalists for 

support during war
Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR: Consul Gen-
eral of Iran in Peshawar, Ali 
Banafahekhah, expressed 
his gratitude to Pakistan’s 
prominent journalists and 
columnists for their writ-
ings in support of Iran. He 
commended their acknowl-
edgment of Iran’s resilience 
and steadfast spirit in con-
fronting imperialistic powers 
He expressed these views 
while talking to a five-mem-
ber delegation of the Aba-
sin Columnists Association 
(ACWA) which called on him 
on Thursday under the lead-
ership of its President, Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi The delegation 
members included General 
Secretary Abid Akhtar Has-
san, Finance Secretary Wa-
seem Shahid, Legal Advisor 
Sahibzada Talha Saeed Ad-

vocate and Member of the 
Executive Committee Au-
rangzeb Ahmed.  The delega-
tion extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to the Supreme 
Leader of Iran, Ayatollah 
Khamenei, the people and 
the government of Iran on 
the recent victory against the 
economic forces of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran.  On this 
occasion, Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi 
said that the hearts of the 
people of Pakistan and Iran 
beat together, and Iran’s vic-
tory is actually the victory of 
the Muslim Ummah.  Iran’s 
courage, independence, spir-
it of martyrdom and services 
for the exaltation of the reli-
gion of Islam are commend-
able.  The Consul General of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
said that the way Pakistani 
writers and penmen have 
encouraged Iran in recent 
days, we are deeply grateful 
to them.  Iran and Pakistan 

are connected to each other 
in terms of civilization, val-
ues, history and culture. We 
both have the same goal and 
that is the exaltation of the 
clear religion of Islam.  He 
called the unity, solidarity, 
brotherhood and sincerity 
of the Muslim Ummah indis-
pensable and said that the 
most important requirement 
of the time is that we unite 
and organize ourselves to 
stand firm against imperial-
istic powers and become an 
invincible force and make 
it clear to the world that we 
are one and will not hesitate 
to make any sacrifice for our 
survival and the exaltation of 
Islam.  The Consul General 
thanked the delegation and said 
that this success is the success 
of the entire Muslim Ummah 
and especially of this region. 
“This war has brought both 
countries and nations of Pa-
kistan and Iran closer. 

Education deptt plans 
96 projects in ADP

PESHAWAR: A review meeting of the Annual Development Programme (ADP) for the Education Department was held under 
the chairmanship of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Minister for Education, Faisal Khan Tarakai The meeting discussed the progress 
and new initiatives under the ADP for the current fiscal year. It was informed that a total of 96 projects have been included in 
the ADP, comprising 37 ongoing and 20 new projects in settled districts, 14 ongoing and 5 new projects under the Accelerated 
Implementation Programme (AIP), and 16 ongoing and 4 new projects in the merged districts. Among the new projects, Rs. 
300 million has been allocated for land acquisition for schools, Rs. 855 million for the restoration of 10 historic schools, Rs. 100 
million for tele-education, Rs. 1.2 billion for the Education Emergency School Support Programme, Rs. 100 million for teacher 
training, and Rs. 200 million for teacher licensing. Other major initiatives include the establishment of Centres of Excellence 
(Rs. 150 million), 200 schools under the Education Foundation (Rs. 100 million), construction of 500 additional classrooms 
(Rs. 407 million), 50 new primary schools (Rs. 375 million), girls’ community schools and ALP centres (Rs. 220 million), Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) rooms (Rs. 5 million), smart classrooms (Rs. 500 million), model schools in southern districts (Rs. 
826 million), and construction of 50 schools in merged districts (Rs. 1.5 billion). This year will also see the establishment of 
41 new primary schools, 12 new secondary schools, upgradation of 31 primary schools to middle level, and 23 middle schools 
to high level. In merged districts, 71 examination halls, 64 science labs, and 67 schools will be completed, along with 2 cadet 
colleges in settled districts and 3 model schools in merged districts. The minister highlighted key mega projects, including the 
establishment of a Girls Cadet College in Dera Ismail Khan, completion of Girls Cadet College Mardan, a Cadet College in Lakki 
Marwat, monthly stipends for students in merged districts, solarization of schools, and reconstruction of damaged schools in 
Bara, Khyber District The total ADP budget for 2025–26 stands at Rs. 328.865 billion, with Rs. 303.583 billion for current ex-
penditures and Rs. 23.28 billion for development, marking a 13% increase from last year. The minister noted that 91% of work on 
24 schemes has been completed and will be finalized this year. Additionally, Rs. 5 billion has been allocated to bring out-of-school 
children back to schools, and new projects like the Education Card and Tele-Education will be launche.—DNA

Kaira highlights PPP’s 
commitment to  

consensus-driven politics
LAHORE: Former federal 
minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Qamar 
Zaman Kaira on Thursday 
reiterated the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party’s (PPP) commit-
ment to consensus-driven 
politics rather than major-
itarianism, stating that rul-
ers fade from memory, but 
true leaders remain in the 
hearts of the people.
Pakistan food delivery ser-
vice Addressing a seminar 
organized by the People’s 
Lawyers Forum (PLF) La-
hore Division at the Lahore 
High Court’s Conference 
Hall, Kaira lauded PPP 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari’s efforts in uniting 
political forces, particu-
larly during the debate on 
the 26th Constitutional 
Amendment. “Bilawal man-
aged to bring all parties on 
board regarding the for-
mation of a constitutional 
bench, though we initially 
advocated for constitution-
al courts,” he added. The 

seminar was presided over 
by PLF Lahore Division 
President Shahid Abbas 
Advocate, and attended by 
prominent lawyers, poli-
ticians, and civil society 
members. A cake-cutting 
ceremony was also held 
in celebration of Benazir 
Bhutto’s birth anniversary, 
honouring her legacy as 
the “daughter of the East.” 
Kaira paid rich tribute to 
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
and Benazir Bhutto, saying, 
“It was Bhutto Sahib who 
gave hope to a shattered 
nation during a time of 
deep political and national 
crisis.” He credited Bena-
zir Bhutto for Pakistan’s 
missile advancements and 
recalled her role in forging 
the Charter of Democracy 
with political opponents, 
including Mian Nawaz Sha-
rif. Speaking on national 
politics, he said, “When 
political parties are weak-
ened, the country suffers. 
True leaders offer direction 

in such times.” Referring to 
PPP’s continued support 
for the democratic pro-
cess, he added, “We have 
reservations on the federal 
budget, but we will not dest-
abilize the government. Na-
tional unity demands rising 
above political differences.” 
Former Supreme Court Bar 
Association President Ah-
san Bhoon also addressed 
the gathering, praising 
the legacy of Shaheed 
Bhutto. “Pakistan’s de-
fence and democratic 
systems are tied to the 
Bhutto vision. Chairman 
Bilawal has outshone ad-
versaries diplomatically, 
while President Asif Ali 
Zardari strengthened 
parliament by devolving 
presidential powers,” he 
added. Pakistan food de-
livery services
Other speakers including 
Chaudhry Aslam Gul, Us-
man Malik, and Arshad 
Ansari echoed similar 
sentiments. 

KP CM 
establishes 
emergency 

flood cell
PESHAWAR: On the di-
rectives of Chief Minister 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali 
Amin Gandapur, an emer-
gency flood cell has been 
established to ensure swift 
coordination and timely re-
sponse during the monsoon 
season, according to the 
CM’s spokesperson Faraz 
Ahmed Mughal. The pub-
lic is advised to report any 
flood-related emergencies 
or request assistance by 
contacting the dedicated 
helpline numbers: +92 340 
9418852 and 1177. In antic-
ipation of potential flooding 
due to heavy monsoon rains, 
the spokesperson urged citi-
zens to stay away from river-
banks, streams, and low-ly-
ing areas, and to follow all 
instructions issued by local 
authorities. Travelers were 
strongly advised to check the 
regional weather conditions 
before planning any trips 
during the monsoon season.
The spokesperson empha-
sized that strict adherence 
to precautionary measures 
was essential to ensure pub-
lic safety in case of severe 
rainfall or flooding threats 
Chief Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Ali Amin Gandapur 
on Friday expressed deep 
sorrow over the loss of pre-
cious lives and destruction 
caused by torrential rains 
and flash floods in the upper 
regions of the province, par-
ticularly in Swat. According 
to a statement issued here 
multiple individuals have 
been swept away by power-
ful flood waters in the Swat 
River. Rescue operations led 
by Rescue 1122 and local dis-
trict administrations are cur-
rently underway at various 
locations.—APP

CNS Admiral 
Naveed Ashraf 

addresses 
54th PN staff 

course 
Lahore: Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf 
visited Pakistan Navy War 
College, Lahore, and ad-
dressed the participants of 
54th PN Staff Course. While 
appreciating their efforts, 
he underscored the impor-
tance of understanding the 
evolving nature of modern 
warfare and emerging mar-
itime security threats. He 
emphasized that tradition-
al military strategies must 
adapt to effectively address 
the complexities of contem-
porary security challenges, 
both traditional and non-tra-
ditional. The Naval Chief, 
while elaborating on the mar-
itime challenges facing Paki-
stan and available response 
options, remarked that the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
remains fluid and contested. 
He highlighted that new ge-
opolitical realignments and 
ongoing power rivalries in 
the region continue to affect 
security environment in the 
IOR. The recent crises be-
tween Pakistan and India, as 
well as the 12-day conflict be-
tween Iran and Israel, serve 
as testimony to this dynamic 
environment. He stated that 
the conventional, one-di-
mensional study of warfare 
is now outdated. Winning 
future wars demands not 
only a re-evaluation of lega-
cy warfighting strategies, 
but also the development 
and maintenance of a fu-
ture-ready workforce that 
is intellectually astute and 
technologically proficient. 
In conclusion, Chief of the 
Naval Staff congratulated 
graduating officers on success-
ful completion of the PN Staff 
Course and encouraged them 
to be meticulous, analytical, 
and innovative in their forth-
coming appointments.—APP

Sherry 
expresses 
profound 

sorrow over 
tragic incident 

in Swat
ISLAMABAD: Senator 
Sherry Rehman, Chair-
person of Senate Standing 
Committee on Climate 
Change and Environmen-
tal Coordination, has ex-
pressed deep sorrow at the 
tragic loss of lives in the 
Swat River floods, where 
several people drowned 
after being swept away by 
surging waters In a state-
ment on Friday, she extend-
ed heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families and 
prayers for those still miss-
ing, while reminding the 
country that these events 
are no longer random or 
“natural” in origin. “The 
tragic drowning of several 
people in the River Swat is 
not the result of a random 
‘natural disaster’. This is 
the deadly impact of super 
heavy monsoons in Swat, all 
triggered by climate stress. 
It is not just one area—
Gilgit-Baltistan is struggling 
with snow melt blockages 
and GLOF events, and the 
rest of Pakistan, including 
Sindh, is grappling with 
sub-human temperatures 
like 50°C,” she stated. Sen-
ator Rehman noted that 
more than 70 people were 
trapped at seven different 
locations. So far, six dead 
bodies have been recovered 
and 52 people have been 
rescued. “Many such haz-
ards will occur for which 
we will not be prepared 
because we don’t pay atten-
tion to climate stress as a 
systemic challenge.—APP

UN Women & 
HRs ministry 
inaugurate 
renovated 

shelter home
ISLAMABAD: UN Wom-
en, in partnership with the 
Ministry of Human Rights, 
has completed the refur-
bishment of the Family pro-
tection and rehabilitation 
center in Islamabad.
This initiative marks a 
substantial upgrade in the 
center’s capacity to deliver 
high-quality, survivor-cen-
tered services in a safe, con-
fidential, and dignified envi-
ronment The refurbishment 
was undertaken under the 
Essential Services Package 
(ESP) initiative, with sup-
port from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT), Australia. The ESP 
aims to provide a coordinat-
ed set of essential, multisec-
toral services to survivors 
of violence, aligned with 
international human rights 
standards and global best 
practices.—APP



AIOU empowers 
girls from 

remote areas 
thru distance 

education
ISLAMABAD:Under the 
distance learning system 
of Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU), dozens of 
girls from the underprivi-
leged and remote district 
of Torghar have success-
fully completed their ma-
triculation.  A prestigious 
ceremony was held to 
celebrate this significant 
achievement, organized in 
collaboration with the Alter-
native Learning Pathways 
(ALP), the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and UNICEF. The 
Vice Chancellor of AIOU, 
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood, 
was the chief guest at the 
event.  While addressing 
the audience, he empha-
sized AIOU’s commitment 
to promoting female educa-
tion, especially in the most 
marginalized areas of the 
country. “Providing quality 
education to girls in remote 
and underserved regions 
is our mission, and we are 
determined to continue this 
journey with dedication,” 
he said. The ceremony was 
attended by Dr. Tauqeer Ah-
mad Khan, Director General 
Regional Services, Deputy 
Commissioner Torghar, rep-
resentatives from UNICEF, 
ALP, and JICA, teachers, 
parents, and the successful 
students. Certificates were 
distributed, and the dedication 
and efforts of the students were 
highly appreciated.—DNA

PODA, its partners join hands to 
spread health, hygiene awareness
During the session, she presented an oral testimony of a Grade 8 student suffering from severe health 

complications due to early marriage, with her kidneys now on the verge of failure 
DNA

Rawalpindi: To support a 
youth-led campaign titled “Her 
Health, Her Rights,” PODA, in 
collaboration with the District 
Population Office Rawalpindi, 
organized an awareness session 
for more than 60 male and female 
students, focusing on female hy-
giene—particularly menstrual, 
sexual, and reproductive health. 
The session was held at the KI-
OCA Seminar Hall of PMAS Arid 
Agriculture University, Rawalpin-
di Representing PODA, Nabeela 
Aslam briefed the participants 
about PODA’s work for the protec-
tion and promotion of the rights of 
women, youth, persons with disa-
bilities (PWDs), and other margin-
alized segments of society, with a 
special focus on the rights of rural 
women in Pakistan. She highlight-
ed PODA’s flagship Annual Rural 
Women Leadership Training Con-
ference, which will mark its 18th 
year of celebration this year. She 
also shared observations from the 
ongoing three-year project “Re-
duce Early Marriages to Enhance 
Gender Equality,” supported by 
the Norwegian Embassy in Islam-
abad. Through this project, a wide 
range of awareness activities on 
sexual and reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR) are being con-
ducted at various levels—from 
schools to key district government 

departments, including health, 
education, population, social wel-
fare, and local government insti-
tutions. During the session, she 
presented an oral testimony of a 
Grade 8 student suffering from se-
vere health complications due to 
early marriage, with her kidneys 
now on the verge of failure. The 
girl faced immense physical strain 
as a result of being married at a 
young age. Nabeela Aslam also 
highlighted critical issues related 
to menstrual hygiene, including 
the inappropriate use of sanitary 

pads and unhygienic practices 
that lead to infections. She point-
ed out that many girls stop drink-
ing water and avoid bathing dur-
ing their periods, which further 
contributes to health problems. 
She emphasized the increasing 
cases of urinary tract infections 
(UTIs) caused by poor menstrual 
hygiene. Representing the Dis-
trict Population Office, Dr. Anaam 
Mushtaq, Women’s Health Officer 
at the Family Health Clinic, Bena-
zir Bhutto Hospital, Rawalpindi, 
gave a detailed presentation on 

urinary tract infections (UTIs) 
and sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STIs). She emphasized the 
importance of improved hygiene 
practices, describing them as the 
foundation of women’s health. 
In response to a question about 
how one can identify reproductive 
health issues, she explained that 
it is important to understand your 
body and be aware of its normal 
conditions. This self-awareness 
helps in detecting abnormalities 
related to reproductive tract in-
fections (RTIs) and breast health. 

The participants raised vari-
ous questions on period-related 
cramps and pain, irregular men-
strual cycles, and infections such 
as RTIs and UTIs. Dr. Mushtaq 
explained that if RTIs and UTIs 
are left untreated for an extend-
ed period, they can become more 
serious, spreading to other repro-
ductive organs and potentially 
leading to kidney failure. She also 
clarified that not all RTIs are sexu-
ally transmitted infections (STIs). 
The speakers emphasized the im-
portance of menstrual hygiene, 
proper nutrition, and adequate 
hydration to prevent urinary tract 
infections (UTIs). They urged 
participants to drink plenty of wa-
ter and urinate frequently as key 
measures to avoid UTIs. Proper 
hygiene of the private parts was 
also stressed, including thorough-
ly washing and cleaning to pre-
vent fecal matter from reaching 
the vagina. The discussion further 
included anemia and the role of 
balanced nutrition in maintaining 
overall reproductive health. The 
group coordinator, Asad Hayat, 
sought support from the Director 
of Student Affairs and the Aridian 
Health Care Society (AHCS) of 
PMAS Arid Agriculture Univer-
sity. Both warmly welcomed the 
initiative and actively mobilized 
their students to participate in 
the session. Group members in-
cluded Rohma Rauf, Nisha Ilyas, 
and Junaid Zahid.

DNA

ISLAMABAD :The Nation-
al University of Modern 
Languages (NUML) in 
Islamabad has intro-
duced Romanian lan-
guage courses for the 
first time in Pakistan, 
marking a significant 
milestone in academic 
engagement between 
Romania and Pakistan.  
This development aims 
to enhance cross-cultural 
understanding and coop-
eration. The initiative is 
the result of an agree-
ment signed between the 
Romanian Language In-
stitute (RLI) and NUML. 
Under this partnership, 
the Romanian Language 
Institute will appoint a 

qualified Romanian lec-
turer to teach courses on 
Romanian language, liter-
ature, culture, and civili-
zation within NUML’s Fac-
ulty of Languages. These 
courses will be offered as 
elective options, enriching 
the university’s academic 
and cultural diversity. The 
Romanian lecturer will 
also participate in cultural 
promotion activities and 
contribute to strengthen-
ing academic ties between 
Romania and Pakistan. Ro-
manian Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Dr. Dan Stoenescu, 
welcomed this initiative, 
stating that it will enhance 
educational diplomacy, 
build people-to-people 
connections, and promote 
mutual understanding. 
He expressed hope for 

introducing Urdu lan-
guage classes in Romania 
in the future. The Roma-
nian language program 
will cater to students from 
diverse academic and pro-
fessional backgrounds, 
offering courses in mul-
tiple formats, including 
short-term certifications 
and long-term diplomas. 
The program aligns with 
global standards, such as 
the Common European 
Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR).
This development re-
f lects the growing in-
terest in building in-
stitutional linkages 
between Romania and 
Pakistan, following re-
cent joint initiatives in 
higher education, re-
search, and innovation.

NUML introduces Romanian 
language courses in Pakistan
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Fatima Jinnah Women Varsity’s  
22nd convocation held

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Gov-
ernor, Sardar Saleem Haid-
er Khan urged the women 
graduates to play their 
important role in driving 
national development. He 
underlined the need to fos-
ter youth participation in 
the country’s mainstream. 
Sardar Salim said that suffi-
cient finance has been fixed 
for the universities to fur-
ther strengthen research 
and development in diverse 
academic domains. The 
Governor, also the univer-
sity’s Chancellor remarked 
this while addressing the 
22nd Convocation of Fatima 
Jinnah Women University 
(FJWU), Rawalpindi, which 
was held at the Jinnah Con-
vention Center, Islamabad 
on Friday.  Governor Pun-
jabcongratulated the suc-
cessful graduates, their par-
ents and teachers terming 
the graduation memorable 
moment of acknowledgment 
and appreciation to all those 
who played their part for stu-
dents’ success.
Governor emphasized that 
FJWU holds the distinction 
of being Pakistan’s first 
women’s university and en-
couraged the university’s 
graduates to start their ac-
tual journey in practically 
materialising their talent in 
country’s progress.
He reiterated his support for 
the betterment of the higher 
education in the province 
by enhancing the budgetary 
assistance “A substantial 
budget has been allocated for 
research at FJWU, enabling 
its students to demonstrate 
outstanding performance”, 
he added. He affirmed that 
Pakistan is a divine blessing, 
and with honest intentions 

and hard work, its youth can 
lead it to greater heights. 
Highlighting Pakistan’s re-
cent successful retaliatory 
combat against India aggres-
sion, the governor appreci-
ated the leadership of Field 
Marshal General Syed Asim 
Munir. 
“Under his leadership, we 
have defeated our enemies 
decisively”, he said adding 
that by overcoming India, Pa-
kistan’s global prestige has 
further increased, the four-day 
war has enhanced the value 
of the green passport. He 
maintained that Pakistan’s 
commitment to peace is being 
globally appreciated, mark-
ing a significant diplomatic 
achievement, while India faces 
isolation. Chairman HEC Prof 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed on the 
occasion said that transform-
ative changes are being intro-

duced in higher education. 
Despite limited resources, 
students have brought pride 
to Pakistan. “With sincere in-
tentions, everything falls into 
place. The future holds even 
greater success”, he said 
while boosting the morale 
of the students. He urged 
students to take responsibil-
ity for advancing the nation, 
citing Fatima Jinnah and Be-
nazir Bhutto as role models 
for female students. Earlier 
in her welcoming address, 
Dr Bushra Mirza, VC FJWU 
briefed the audience on the 
university’s ongoing academ-
ic activities and the major 
achievements. She also high-
lighted the key initiatives 
taken by the university to 
enhance leadership skills in 
the students. A total of 1,450 
graduates, including 1,203 
undergraduate students, 214 

MPhil scholars, 32 PhD re-
cipients, and one Master’s 
graduate were honoured with 
degrees and medals during the 
convocation . In recognition of 
academic distinction, 44 gold 
and 23 silver medals were 
awarded. A touching moment 
was shared as a mother-daugh-
ter duo—Dr. Hina Gul and 
Nimra Yasmeen received their 
PhD and BS degrees together, 
symbolizing FJWU’s enduring 
mission of intergenerational 
empowerment through ed-
ucation. Governor Punjab 
distributed medals and cer-
tificates among the students 
who have shown outstanding 
performance in their respec-
tive departments during 
the study at FJWU. The im-
pressive convocation was 
attended by a large number 
of students, parents and the 
faculty.

Ethiopia, Italy  
discuss cooperation 
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Fed-
eral Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia (FDRE) and 
the Republic of Italy have 
discussed cooperation to 
engage the leadership of 
Pakistan for the 2nd United 
Nations Food Systems Sum-
mit Stocktake (UNFSS+4).
The UNFSS+4, co-chaired 
by Ethiopia and Italy, will 
take place in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, from July 27-29, 
2025.
To this end, H.E. Dr. Je-
mal Beker Abdula, Special 
Envoy and Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of Ethiopia, met with 
H.E. Marilina Armellin, 
Ambassador of Italy in Paki-
stan, at the Italian Embassy 
Islamabad. 
They discussed matters of 
mutual interests, including 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation in trade, invest-
ment, food security, energy, 

and connectivity.
 Both Ambassadors empha-
sized their shared commit-
ment to transforming food 
systems for enhanced food 
security worldwide and in 
their respective countries 
as well.
Ambassador Dr. Jemal 
briefed the Italian Ambas-
sador on the Ethiopian Em-
bassy’s efforts to engage 
the Government of Paki-
stan for participation of its 
leadership in UNFSS+4. 
He highlighted that prepa-
rations for hosting the 
summit in Addis Ababa are 
well underway. “The sum-
mit will provide a crucial 
platform to reflect on past 
efforts and foster increased 
collaboration to build ro-
bust and transformed food 
systems,” he remarked.
He also informed the Am-
bassador about Ethiopia’s 
commitment to green eco-
nomic development and 
food self-sufficiency, citing 
initiatives like the Green 
Legacy Initiative, the Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance 
Dam, and the Bounty of 
Basket program.
The Ambassador of Italy, on 
the other hand, reiterated 
the Italian Government’s 
strong support to the Unit-
ed Nations’ Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. 
She reiterated Italy’s com-
mitment to strengthen 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation with Ethiopia, 
acknowledging significant 
steps taken by Ethiopia to 
address climate change, 
achieve food security, and 
promoting green econom-
ic development.
H.E. Ambassador Marili-
na Armellin assured H.E. 
Ambassador Dr. Jemal of 
her full support in con-
tributing to the success of 
UNFSS+4. 
A day earlier, H.E. Ambas-
sador Dr. Jemal Beker met 
with H.E. Mr. Mohamed 
Yahya, Resident Coordina-
tor of the United Nations 
in Pakistan and discussed 
cooperation to this end
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Islamabad: The Insti-
tute of Regional Studies 
(IRS) launched a dialogue 
series titled “South–South 
Network of Policy Experts 
on China’s Global Security 
Initiative (GSI)” here in Is-
lamabad on June 25, 2025. 
The session featured senior 
diplomats, academics, and 
policy experts from across 
the Global South. The in-
augural session opened 
with welcome remarks by 
Ambassador Jauhar Sal-
eem, who underscored the 
ongoing overlap of global 
crises and the failure of tra-
ditional zero-sum security 
structures. He emphasized 
that China’s Global Securi-
ty Initiative (GSI) and Glob-
al Development Initiative 
(GDI) offer a compelling 
and coordinated alternative 
based on common, compre-

hensive, cooperative, and 
sustainable security, with 
Pakistan well-positioned 
to benefit through region-
al policy coordination and 
shared innovation.
Ambassador Masood 
Khalid, Pakistan’s former 
ambassador to China out-
lined China’s three key 
global initiatives, the Glob-
al Development initiative 
(GDI), Global Security Initi-
ative (GSI) and Civilization 
Initiative (GCI) emphasiz-
ing their roots in China’s 
5,000-year-old civilizational 
values of peace, mutual 
respect, and inclusive de-
velopment. He viewed GSI 
as a Chinese quest for re-
juvenation to reclaim its 
identity from the past. He 
elaborated on the six foun-
dational principles of the 
GSI: respect for sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity, 
adherence to the UN Char-
ter, peaceful resolution of 

disputes, security through 
dialogue and cooperation, 
commitment to indivisible 
security, and opposition to 
unilateral sanctions or bloc 
confrontations. He stressed 
that China’s peaceful rise 
and commitment to multilat-
eralism reflect a shift toward 
a multipolar world, where no 
single power can dictate the 
global order.  Building on 
this, Mahdi Mohammed Gu-
laid, a former Deputy Prime 
Minister of Somalia empha-
sized that South–South co-
operation is not just relevant, 
it is imperative and timely 
framework driven by inclu-
sive approach. He under-
scored that the South–South 
Network of Policy Experts 
is not only strategic but es-
sential, enabling co-develop 
solutions grounded in shared 
experiences and collective in-
sight. To guide the platform’s 
future, Mr. Gulaid proposed 
three priorities: bridging 

security and development, 
sharing policy innovations, 
and investing in institutional 
connectivity. He concluded 
by urging that the Global 
South must move from dec-
larations to implementation 
of GSI through collaborative 
mechanisms.  Mr. Hussein 
Askari, who Iraqi-Swedish 
scholar and Vice-Chairman 
of the Belt and Road Insti-
tute in Sweden highlighted 
the crises in Gaza and Iran 
to stress that the world is 
at a crossroads between 
war and peace. He warned 
of a return to the law of 
the jungle if tensions go 
unmanaged. Citing GSI he 
highlighted symbiosis be-
tween security and develop-
ment contrasting with the 
Western view that security 
must come first. He criti-
cized the zero-sum nature 
of Western security mod-
els and praised China’s 
win-win approach.

Experts urge implementation 
of Global Security Initiative 

Briefs
Women 

graduates to 
drive national 

progress: 
Governor 

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Gov-
ernor, Sardar Saleem Haider 
Khan urged the women grad-
uates to play their important 
role in driving national de-
velopment. He underlined 
the need to foster youth 
participation in the country’s 
mainstream. Sardar Salim 
said that sufficient finance 
has been fixed for the univer-
sities to further strengthen 
research and development in 
diverse academic domains.
The Governor, also the 
university’s Chancellor re-
marked this while address-
ing the 22nd Convocation 
of Fatima Jinnah Women 
University (FJWU), Rawal-
pindi, which was held at the 
Jinnah Convention Center, 
Islamabad on Friday. Gover-
nor Punjabcongratulated the 
successful graduates, their 
parents and teachers term-
ing the graduation memora-
ble moment of acknowledg-
ment and appreciation to all 
those who played their part 
for students’ success. Gover-
nor emphasized that FJWU 
holds the distinction of be-
ing Pakistan’s first women’s 
university and encouraged 
the university’s graduates to 
start their actual journey in 
practically materialising their 
talent in country’s progress. 
He reiterated his support for 
the betterment of the higher 
education in the province 
by enhancing the budgetary 
assistance. “A substantial 
budget has been allocated for 
research at FJWU, enabling 
its students to demonstrate 
outstanding performance”, 
he added. He affirmed that 
Pakistan is a divine blessing, 
and with honest intentions 
and hard work, its youth can 
lead it to greater heights. 
Highlighting Pakistan’s re-
cent successful retaliatory 
combat against India aggres-
sion, the governor appreci-
ated the leadership of Field 
Marshal General Syed Asim 
Munir.—APP

Muharram 
teaches 

brotherhood 
& unity: 

Aleem Khan
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Communications, 
Abdul Aleem Khan has ex-
tended his heartfelt best 
wishes to the nation on the 
commencement of the new 
Hijri year In his message, he 
prayed for blessings upon the 
entire Muslim Ummah and 
every Pakistani as the lunar 
year begins. Abdul Aleem 
Khan emphasized that Mu-
harram-ul-Haram symbolizes 
unwavering unity and mutu-
al brotherhood. He said that 
this sacred month teaches 
us the values of compassion, 
harmony and raising our 
voice for truth,said a press 
release issued here on Fri-
day. In a message shared on 
X (formerly Twitter), the Fed-
eral Minister stated that the 
grandson of the Holy Proph-
et (PBUH) along with his 
companions, nurtured the 
religion of Islam with their 
blood during Muharram. 
The “Hussaini Ideology” is 
a timeless lesson in standing 
firm against falsehood for the 
sake of truth. By following 
their noble example, Mus-
lims can attain the pleasure 
of Almighty Allah, Abdul 
Aleem Khan added. He con-
cluded by praying for the pro-
tection of Pakistan.—APP

‘Pakistan’s 
regional 

diplomacy 
gains praise’

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator 
to the Prime Minister on 
Commerce Rana Ihsaan 
Afzal Khan on Friday stated 
that Pakistan played a central 
role in fostering regional sta-
bility, leaving India isolated 
and unsupported at the SCO 
Defence Ministers’ forum 
and earning widespread 
international praise for its 
constructive and balanced 
approach. In an exclusive 
interview with a local news 
channel, Rana Ihsaan Afzal 
Khan highlighted Pakistan’s 
diplomatic achievements 
on the global stage. He re-
marked, not a single country 
supported India’s stance; 
they failed to present a con-
sensus or credible evidence 
against Pakistan.  Pakistan 
has earned recognition from 
both the U.S and Iran for 
its constructive role in re-
gional diplomacy, he added.       
Speaking on this, Rana Ihsan 
emphasized that Pakistan 
has played an important part 
and expressed confidence 
that Pakistan will continue to 
play an even greater role in 
improving U.S.-Iran relations 
in the future. Responding 
to a query, he said Pakistan 
desires stability and peace in 
the region, while India has 
been avoiding bilateral talks 
with neighboring countries, 
which is quite embarrassing. 
India’s refusal to engage dip-
lomatically has left it isolated 
and standing alone.—DNA

40kg single-
use plastic 

seized in   F-7 
sector

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (Pak-EPA) on Friday 
seized 40 kilograms of sin-
gle-use plastic items in a tar-
geted operation conducted in 
a posh sector F-7.
The enforcement team con-
fiscated prohibited plastic 
products, including plates, 
spoons, forks, boxes, and 
glasses, during inspections 
at multiple restaurants and 
cafes, said its spokesperson. 
The operation, carried out 
under the Single-Use Plastic 
(Prohibition) Regulations 
2023, aimed to curb the il-
legal use of environmentally 
harmful plastics within the 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) The Pak-EPA team 
visited various food establish-
ments in F-7 Markaz, issuing 
warnings to violators and 
seizing non-compliant items. 
Authorities also distribut-
ed public notices detailing 
the prohibition regulations, 
instructing businesses to 
display them prominently to 
inform customers. The crack-
down is part of Pak-EPA’s 
broader campaign to phase 
out single-use plastics.—APP

RCCI delegation meets chairman 
of PM Youth Programme 

Discussions covered key areas including employment generation, youth entrepreneurship, and the  
creation of a sustainable ecosystem to nurture innovation and startup culture among young Pakistanis

dna

RAWALPINDI: A delegation from 
the Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI), 
led by President Mr. Usman 
Shaukat and Senior Vice Pres-
ident Mr. Khalid Farooq Qazi, 
met with Mr. Rana Mashood 
Ahmad Khan, Chairman of the 
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme (PMYP), at his office in 
Islamabad to discuss collabora-
tive strategies for youth empow-
erment. The meeting focused 
on strengthening public-private 
partnerships aimed at support-
ing the next generation of en-
trepreneurs and job creators. 
Discussions covered key areas 
including employment genera-
tion, youth entrepreneurship, 
and the creation of a sustainable 
ecosystem to nurture innova-
tion and startup culture among 
young Pakistanis.
Chairman Rana Mashood Ahmad 
Khan lauded RCCI’s proactive 
efforts in promoting entrepre-
neurship and facilitating busi-
ness development, especially 
for the youth. He briefed the 
delegation on PMYP’s ongoing 
initiatives, notably the upcom-
ing launch of the Digital Youth 
Hub—a centralized platform 
offering information on schol-

arships, employment, and skills 
development opportunities.
Both parties expressed a strong 

commitment to work together 
in advancing economic growth 
through youth-focused pro-

grams. The meeting concluded 
with a shared vision to foster 
innovation, create job opportu-

nities, and empower youth to 
take a leading role in Pakistan’s 
economic development.

Two bio-breeding labs 
launched to boost 

agriculture cooperation 
DNA

ISLAMABADD: Two new 
international bio-breeding 
laboratories were official-
ly launched in Aksu, Xin-
jiang, marking a signifi-
cant step in strengthening 
Belt and Road cooperation 
in agricultural science and 
technology.  The labs aim 
to foster cross-border re-
search collaboration and 
promote innovation in 
crop breeding along the 
Silk Road, China Econom-
ic Net (CEN) reported on 
Friday. The launch took 
place during a cotton-fo-
cused academic forum 
held in southern Xinjiang 
on June 16, which brought 
together over 280 experts, 
scholars, entrepreneurs, 

and industry professionals 
from BRI countries.  Dis-
cussions centered on the 
latest advancements in cot-
ton bio-breeding and the 
development of the seed 
industry, with a shared 
goal of enhancing inter-
national exchange and 
industrial upgrading. One 
of the newly inaugurated 
labs is an international 
joint research platform.  
Anchored at Xinjiang Ag-
ricultural University, it 
collaborates with six uni-
versities — including the 
Russian State Agrarian 
University and the Univer-
sity of Agriculture Faisal-
abad in Pakistan — as well 
as two Chinese seed com-
panies.  The lab covers 
multiple disciplines such 
as crop science, grassland 

science, and plant protec-
tion.  It follows a model 
of “Chinese technology 
output with foreign re-
source integration,” pro-
viding unique advantages 
in germplasm sharing and 
cross-border breeding in-
novation. The second lab, 
co-established by Xinjiang 
Agricultural University 
and a leading seed company, 
focusing on integrating aca-
demic research with industri-
al application.  Backed by fa-
cilities like a supercomputing 
research center and a crop 
genetic improvement base, 
the lab is set to become a key 
innovation hub for bio-breed-
ing in arid regions of North-
west China and a driver of 
high-quality agricultural de-
velopment under the Belt 
and Road Initiative.
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India seeks to 
weaken, divide SCO

ISLAMABAD: India is undermining the growing sense of unity, togetherness and 
trans-Eurasian bonding emerging within the framework of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO). New Delhi is attempting to weaken the strengthening consensus 
on key global issues at the platform of SCO. These views were expressed by Islama-
bad-based think-tank Eurasian Century Institute (ECI), in a statement issued to media 
on Friday.  Modi government in India is leaving no stone unturned to stay relevant and 
useful for QUAD and so-called, obsolete G7”, said Irfan Shahzad Takalvi, founding pres-
ident of ECI.  Indian posture at the recent SCO defense ministers’ moot held in China 
indicates that “India is not comfortable with rising clout, and more importantly consen-
sus-building role of the China- and Russia-backed Eurasian grouping”, notes the think-
tank.  Mr. Takalvi noted that it was clear since Pakistan and India became full members 
of SCO that their bilateral issues will ensue some frictions for SCO meetings and inter-
actions. “However, it was rather astonishing that New Delhi would use such a high-level 
multilateral forum for furthering baseless, narrow-minded agenda” resultantly creating 
an atmosphere of negativity at this forum that is being watched globally.   ECI underlined 
that it was not for the first time that India tried to undermine the growing significance 
of SCO. in July 2023, India opted to hold the SCO Summit online – mainly to avoid 
hosting Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz – while just two months later New 
Delhi hosted G20 Summit in the physical format.  “That was a design to under-
mine the spirit that SCO sought to promote”, stresses the think-tank dedicated 
to studying emerging developments in the Eurasian supercontinent.   However, 
SCO will keep growing in strength, consensus built and promoted at its platform 
would continue to encompass more issues, and that will continue to lead towards 
the goal of greater Eurasian togetherness – hopes the think-tank. 

Conspiracies to 
reverse tribal tax 

draw criticism
ISLAMABAD: The misuse of trade platforms by a group 
of influential industrialists for personal and economic ad-
vantages has become a significant concern for Pakistan’s 
business and industrial community.
According to Mirza Abdul Rehman, former Vice Presi-
dent of FPCCI, some individuals holding key positions 
within major business organizations are leveraging their 
influence to promote self-serving interests under the 
guise of regional development. This approach poses 
a serious threat to the spirit of collective progress and 
fairness that should define Pakistan’s economic policies. 
Mirza Abdul Rehman expressed concern that pressure 
is being exerted on the federal government to reverse its 
recent decision regarding the taxation of industries locat-
ed in previously exempt regions of FATA and PATA. The 
move, aimed at establishing fiscal parity and expanding the 
national tax base, is said to be facing resistance from vested 
interests who have long benefited from the absence of prop-
er regulatory oversight. These individuals are allegedly op-
erating in tax-free zones. They are now selling raw materials 
and products in major cities, including Karachi, Lahore, and 
Peshawar, at prices below the market rate. Such practic-
es not only undermine competition but also destabilize 
the pricing structures of the formal industry across set-
tled areas. Mirza Abdul Rehman questioned the contin-
ued justification for subsidies in regions where market 
rates for goods, such as ghee and steel, already mirror 
those in metropolitan areas. They emphasized that any 
intended relief for underdeveloped regions must di-
rectly benefit local populations rather than being cap-
tured by a band of opportunistic entrepreneurs.—DNA
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Sustainable 
solutions 

to child 
marriage 

lie beyond 
punitive laws
Islamabad: Sustainable 
solutions to child marriage 
require more than the en-
forcement of punitive laws. 
They demand a holistic ap-
proach to nurtures moral 
development, encourage 
inclusive discourse, and fos-
ters societal responsibility. 
A comprehensive strategy, 
grounded in public aware-
ness, education, family 
support, and community di-
alogue, is crucial to address-
ing the root causes of early 
marriage. Only through col-
lective efforts that combine 
legal safeguards with cul-
tural sensitivity and ethical 
upbringing can meaningful 
and long-term social pro-
gress be achieved.
This was discussed during 
a session titled, “ICT Child 
Marriage Restraint Act 2025 
– Legal, Social, and Religious 
Perspectives,” held at the 
Institute of Policy Studies, 
Islamabad.—APP
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A Ray of hope for Gaza 
– but the road ahead 

demands justice

Climate Change and the 
crisis facing Pakistan 

T HE announcement that the Gaza war may finally end in two weeks, fol-
lowing an agreement brokered between U.S. President Donald Trump 

and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, brings a much-needed sigh 
of relief. If this holds, it could mark the beginning of the end of one of the 
most brutal chapters in recent Middle Eastern history. All’s well that ends 
well, as they say—but only if this ceasefire translates into lasting peace, 
justice, and dignity for the Palestinian people. The reported deal, which in-
cludes a full cessation of hostilities and a humanitarian pause, is a welcome 
step. However, past ceasefires have collapsed, and the devil will be in the 
details. Israel’s insistence on the removal of Hamas from Gaza raises critical 
questions—how will this be enforced without further bloodshed? Will ordinary 
Gazans, already displaced and traumatized, face collective punishment under 
the guise of rooting out militants? The international community, particularly 
the U.S., must ensure that no Palestinian is forcibly expelled under false pre-
texts. Gaza’s civilians must not pay the price for political vendettas.
Reports suggest that the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Egypt may take 
temporary control of Gaza’s administration. While this could prevent an 
immediate Israeli reoccupation, it must not become a disguised form of 
occupation by proxy. Any transitional authority must prioritize Palestinian 
self-determination, not merely serve as a security arrangement for Israel. 
The people of Gaza deserve a leadership that represents their aspirations, 
not another foreign-imposed structure that perpetuates their subjugation.
If Trump truly wants to leave a legacy of peace, the next logical step should 
be U.S. recognition of Palestine as an independent state. Such a move would 
not only restore America’s credibility in the Muslim world but also pressure 
Israel to engage in meaningful negotiations. If achieved, Trump would in-
deed deserve serious consideration for the Nobel Peace Prize—a recognition 
that has eluded him despite his earlier Middle East diplomatic efforts.
Interestingly, Trump has previously expressed willingness to mediate on 
Kashmir, much to India’s discomfort. While internal U.S. political pressures 
may have deterred him, a successful Gaza deal could embolden him to play a 
similar role in South Asia. The parallels are striking—both conflicts demand 
impartial mediation, humanitarian relief, and a commitment to justice. If 
Trump can break the Gaza deadlock, why not Kashmir?
The coming days will reveal whether this agreement is genuine or merely an-
other temporary lull. The world must ensure that Gaza’s reconstruction begins 
immediately, that Palestinian rights are upheld, and that no more families are 
torn apart by war. Trump has a historic opportunity—if he ensures Palestinian 
freedom, not just a ceasefire, his place in history will be secured.

C LIMATE change is no longer a distant threat—it is a present and intensi-
fying reality, especially for third world countries like Pakistan. While the 

global community is grappling with the consequences of rising temperatures, 
it is the economically weaker nations that bear the heaviest burden. These 
countries, despite contributing the least to global greenhouse gas emissions, 
are the most vulnerable to the climate crisis due to inadequate infrastructure, 
limited resources, and socio-political challenges.
Pakistan exemplifies this disparity. Ranked among the top ten countries most affect-
ed by climate change, Pakistan experiences frequent and severe natural disasters, 
such as floods, droughts, and heatwaves. The catastrophic floods of 2022 submerged 
one-third of the country, affecting over 33 million people and causing damages worth 
billions of dollars. Crops were destroyed, homes were swept away, and essential in-
frastructure was crippled. The agricultural sector, which employs a large portion of 
Pakistan’s population, is increasingly unpredictable due to changing rainfall patterns 
and extreme weather, threatening food security and rural livelihoods.
Moreover, rising temperatures and glacial melt in the northern regions are 
endangering Pakistan’s water supply. The country depends heavily on gla-
cier-fed rivers, and as glaciers retreat, the risk of both floods and future 
water shortages grows. Urban areas also suffer as prolonged heatwaves, 
combined with power shortages, impact public health and productivity.
The impacts of climate change are not limited to environmental degradation; 
they exacerbate existing socio-economic inequalities. The poor, who often live 
in vulnerable areas and lack the means to recover from climate-related disas-
ters, are pushed deeper into poverty. Children miss school during floods, fam-
ilies are displaced, and healthcare systems are overwhelmed. Climate change, 
in this context, is not just an environmental issue—it is a humanitarian crisis.
So, how can Pakistan and other third world countries cope with this mount-
ing challenge? First, there must be a renewed focus on climate-resilient in-
frastructure and disaster preparedness. Building flood defenses, improving 
drainage systems, and constructing climate-resilient homes can save lives 
and reduce economic losses. Investment in early warning systems is essen-
tial to give communities time to prepare and evacuate if needed.
Second, international support is critical. Wealthier nations have a moral and 
historical responsibility to assist the Global South through climate finance, 
technology transfer, and capacity-building. Initiatives like the Loss and Dam-
age Fund established at COP27 must be implemented swiftly and transparently, 
with developing countries having a seat at the decision-making table.
Third, at the national level, Pakistan must prioritize sustainable develop-
ment and environmental protection. Transitioning to renewable energy, 
reforestation, and public awareness campaigns can play significant roles 
in reducing vulnerability. Strengthening institutions and enforcing envi-
ronmental regulations is equally crucial.
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Trump at NATO: A Doctrine of Control

AI Companionship in the Age of Loneliness

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

A T the NATO summit held in The Hague, 
Netherlands, on June 25, 2025, President 
Donald Trump redefined the contours 

of American leadership—not through war, but 
through dominance, negotiation, and fiscal pres-
sure. In one sweeping press conference after the 
summit’s conclusion, Trump laid out what can 
only be described as a bold new American doc-
trine: intervention without entanglement, alliance 
with accountability, and diplomacy from a position 
of absolute military superiority.
This was no longer the Trump of 2017, who had 
shoved his way to the front of the NATO family pho-
to. This time, the alliance bent to his will, with lead-
ers praising his demands, echoing his slogans, and 
adjusting their policies to match his vision. From 
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s hand-deliv-
ered invitation from King Charles III, to NATO Sec-
retary-General Mark Rutte’s comparison of Trump 
to a “daddy” figure quelling global tensions, the 
tone was reverent and deferential.
Trump, for his part, reciprocated with selective 
praise. He acknowledged NATO’s new commit-
ments as a “historic shift,” especially the summit’s 
final declaration that all 32 member states would 
invest 5% of GDP on defense and security-relat-
ed expenditures by 2035—a monumental increase 
from the previous 2% threshold. “I’ve been asking 
them to go up to 5% for a number of years,” Trump 
said. “And now they’ve agreed.”
Trump’s message to NATO was transactional: pay 
more, and buy American. “All that money you’ll be 
spending—spend it on American weaponry.”
He promoted U.S. arms exports with the flair of a 
salesman-in-chief, boasting of B-2 bomber missions 
over Iran, submarine-launched strikes from 600 
miles away, and the near-perfect performance of Pa-
triot missile systems. “Only one missile got through 
in Qatar—and it missed its target,” he bragged.
On Ukraine, Trump appeared resolute. He an-
nounced the deployment of Patriot missile systems 
to Kyiv, affirming U.S. support despite the summit’s 
broader downplaying of Ukraine’s war with Russia. 
“Patriots will shield Kyiv,” he said bluntly. This con-
tradicted speculation that Trump was seeking to 
dial down U.S. involvement in Ukraine. Instead, his 
statement suggested a prolonged commitment, pos-
sibly to gain leverage in future peace talks.
Yet Trump’s doctrine was about more than de-

fense budgets. It was about control. In the clear-
est terms yet, Trump emphasized that America 
will now set the terms for global security—not 
Israel, not NATO, not even long-standing doc-
trine like Article 5 of NATO treaty. Although he 
had earlier cast doubt by saying America’s com-
mitment to NATO “depends on your definition” of 
Article 5, he reassured allies during the press con-
ference, saying: “I stand with it. That’s why I’m 
here. If I didn’t stand with it, I wouldn’t be here.”
Trump’s address took a dramatic turn as he re-
counted his decision-making during the recent 
Israel-Iran conflict. He surprised many by call-
ing Iran a “great country” and acknowledging its 
fierce resistance. Trump insisted that U.S.-led 
strikes had “set back Iran’s nuclear program by 
many years,” dismissing media reports citing in-
telligence assessments that the delay was only “a 
few months.” “Those are low-confidence leaks. 
Deep state sabotage,” he said. “The Fordow fa-
cility is gone. Inoperable. Ask the Israelis.”
He then revealed that the U.S. had entered di-
rect talks with Iran, signaling a major shift in 
strategy. Trump hinted at sanctions relief and oil 
export permissions as part of a “golden oppor-
tunity” for Iran to rebuild. “This is a golden op-
portunity for Iran,” he said. “Its people deserve 
peace, prosperity, and progress.”
Perhaps most striking was his admission that Isra-
el had planned a second wave of attacks after the 
ceasefire using 52 jets. Trump claimed he person-
ally called off the strike, saying: “The United States 
is no longer taking dictation from Israel. We are 
setting the terms now.” This repositioned Trump 
not just as a peacemaker, but as a regional referee—
capable of restraining even America’s closest allies 
if it meant avoiding wider war.
In a brief but significant disclosure, Trump con-
firmed that he held a closed-door meeting with Pa-
kistan’s Army Chief, General Asim Munir, in the 
Oval Office just days prior to the NATO summit. 
“He is a great, great man,” Trump said, lauding the 
Pakistani general’s demeanor, leadership, and role 
in promoting regional stability.
While Trump did not publicly discuss the con-
tent of the meeting, media outlets and strategic 
analysts have speculated that the conversation 
may have touched upon Middle Eastern security 
dynamics, including Iran. Given General Munir’s 

deep familiarity with the region, particularly Pa-
kistan’s shared border and strategic ties with 
Iran, some observers believe he may have been 
consulted—informally or tactically—regarding 
America’s military and diplomatic posture.
However, these conclusions remain specula-
tive. Trump himself made no direct mention of 
any discussion on the Israel-Iran war or broad-
er U.S. Middle East policy during his public re-
marks about General Munir. Nonetheless, the 
timing of the meeting—paired with Trump’s 
newfound tone on Iran—has stirred considera-
ble interest among regional watchers.
The most controversial part of the press con-
ference was Trump’s attack on the U.S. intel-
ligence community. He accused anonymous 
officials of leaking classified assessments that 
undermined his narrative on Iran. “These are 
professional stabbers,” Trump thundered. 
“They want to embarrass our pilots, our mili-
tary, our mission. We won’t let them.”
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth supported 
the president, announcing an investigation 
into the leaks and confirming the military’s 
high-confidence assessment that Iran’s capa-
bilities had been significantly degraded.
Congressional briefings are now expected to clar-
ify the situation further, but for Trump, the issue 
was political as much as it was military. “You ei-
ther stand with America—or with the leakers,” he 
warned. President Trump left The Hague not as a 
supplicant nor as a participant in a multilateral alli-
ance—but as a domineering architect of a new world 
order. He rewrote the NATO playbook, reset U.S.-
Iran relations, restrained Israel, and reasserted 
America’s centrality to every major global conflict.
For some, it was alarming. For others, it was 
long overdue. But for all, it was clear: Trump 
had come to The Hague not to join, but to com-
mand. And if his ambition to end the Ukraine 
war materializes, Pakistan’s Nobel Peace Prize 
nomination may not just be symbolism—it may 
become global recognition of a controversial 
yet undeniably consequential leader.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC 

Macomb, Michigan, USA

I N an age marked by hyperconnectivity and digital 
interdependence, it is paradoxical that loneliness 
has become one of the most pressing psychological 

issues of the 21st century. According to research by 
the World Health Organization (WHO), loneliness is a 
growing global concern, particularly affecting the elder-
ly, young adults, and individuals living in urban environ-
ments. While traditional social support systems such 
as family, friends, and community networks continue to 
play an important role in combating isolation, emerg-
ing technologies—most notably Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)—have begun to offer alternative forms of social en-
gagement and emotional support. This essay explores 
how AI technologies are being used to help individuals 
cope with loneliness by fostering connection, compan-
ionship, and mental well-being.
Loneliness is not merely the absence of social interac-
tion but rather the subjective experience of social isola-
tion or inadequate interpersonal connections. It can have 
profound effects on both physical and mental health, in-
creasing the risks of depression, anxiety, cognitive de-
cline, and even mortality. The rise of digital life—while 
enabling broader communication—has also contributed 
to the erosion of deep, meaningful relationships. Many 
people now rely on short, transactional interactions via 
social media rather than nurturing long-term bonds. In 
this context, AI emerges as a potential solution to fill 
the emotional gaps left by modern lifestyles. AI-powered 
chatbots and virtual assistants such as Replika, Woebot, 
and ChatGPT have gained traction as tools for emotional 
companionship. These systems use Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) and Machine Learning (ML) algo-
rithms to engage users in realistic, often empathetic 
conversations. For individuals facing chronic loneliness—
such as the elderly living alone or young people dealing 
with social anxiety these AI companions provide a non-
judgmental space for interaction. For instance, Replika 
is designed to simulate emotional dialogue and “learn” 
from user inputs to offer increasingly personalized sup-
port. Users report forming meaningful attachments with 

their AI companions, often describing them as friends or 
confidants. Although these interactions do not replace 
human relationships, they offer immediate emotional 
relief and a sense of presence during times of solitude. 
Beyond casual companionship, AI is also revolutioniz-
ing access to mental health services. AI-driven mental 
health applications can detect signs of depression, anx-
iety, and other emotional distress by analyzing speech 
patterns, word choices, or physiological data (like facial 
expressions and voice tone). Chatbots such as Woebot, 
trained in Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), guide 
users through evidence-based exercises that help man-
age negative thoughts and improve mood.
These AI systems operate around the clock, offering 
support when human counselors are unavailable. For 
individuals reluctant to seek traditional therapy due to 
stigma or cost, AI provides a low-barrier entry point 
to mental health care. This functionality is particularly 
valuable in societies where mental health resources are 
scarce or culturally taboo. Elderly populations are par-
ticularly vulnerable to loneliness, especially those who 
are widowed, physically impaired, or residing in nursing 
homes. AI-based robots like Paro, a robotic baby seal, 
and ElliQ, an interactive care companion, are designed 
to provide emotional stimulation and cognitive engage-
ment. These AI-driven devices not only offer verbal 
communication but can also play music, remind users 
to take medications, or initiate games and light physical 
activities. Moreover, some AI tools can connect older 
adults with their families through voice and video calls, 
serving as intermediaries that simplify the use of com-
plex technologies. This accessibility contributes to so-
cial inclusion and psychological well-being among older 
individuals who might otherwise remain isolated.
Social robots equipped with emotional recognition tech-
nologies can detect and respond to human emotions, 
enhancing the quality of human-machine interaction. 
These AI systems analyze voice tone, facial expressions, 
and behavioral cues to assess a user’s emotional state 
and respond appropriately. This creates a more dynamic 

and comforting interaction that mimics human empathy. 
For example, robots such as Pepper and Nao are being 
deployed in schools, hospitals, and homes to provide 
companionship and emotional support. They can initiate 
conversations, express sympathy, and even adapt their be-
havior to suit the user’s mood. These innovations demon-
strate how AI can simulate emotional intelligence, there-
by offering a nuanced form of companionship. Despite the 
numerous advantages, AI companionship is not without 
limitations. The emotional connections formed with AI 
are, by nature, artificial. There is a risk of users becoming 
overly dependent on machines, potentially further dis-
tancing themselves from real human relationships. Critics 
argue that such interactions may lead to emotional disso-
nance or unrealistic expectations from technology.
Moreover, there are privacy and data security concerns. 
Conversations with AI companions are often recorded 
and analyzed, raising questions about the ownership and 
ethical use of personal data. Developers and policymak-
ers must ensure transparency, informed consent, and ro-
bust data protection measures. Furthermore, AI should 
be seen as a supplement—not a replacement—for human 
relationships. Societies must be cautious not to substi-
tute technological convenience for the emotional depth 
and unpredictability of genuine human connection.
Artificial Intelligence is redefining how individuals nav-
igate the experience of loneliness in the modern world. 
From conversational chatbots to socially intelligent ro-
bots, AI offers diverse avenues for emotional support, 
companionship, and mental health care. While it cannot 
fully replicate the richness of human relationships, it 
provides a valuable buffer against isolation—especially 
for those with limited access to social networks or pro-
fessional help. As technology continues to evolve, it is 
crucial to maintain a balanced approach that combines 
the benefits of AI with efforts to foster authentic, hu-
man-centered communities. Ultimately, the goal should 
not be to replace human interaction with machines, but 
to use AI as a tool to enhance emotional well-being and 
societal connection in an increasingly fragmented world.
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ISLAMABAD: In line with the visionary directions 
of Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and the 
leadership of Chairman CDA, Chief Commissioner 
Islamabad and DG Civil Defense Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa, and supervision of Talat Mahmood, Act-
ing Chairman CDA, the Directorate of Sports and 
Culture CDA,  has successfully auctioned 5 premi-
um Padel Tennis sites across Islamabad at a sub-
stantial monthly revenue of PKR 7.6 million. 
The auction process followed the strict ad-

herence to principles of transparency and 
fair competition, which attracted enhanced 
interest from the investors and business com-
munity. The monthly lease rates achieved for 
each site are as follows:
1.    Sector F-8: PKR 21 Lacs per month
2.    Sector G-5: PKR 21 Lacs per month
3.    Sector F-9: PKR 14.5 Lacs per month
4.    Sector G-11: PKR 11 Lacs per month
5.    Sector G-8: PKR 9 Lacs per month
Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa, 
Acting Chairman Talat Mahmood expressed 
immense satisfaction over the very successful 

auction with the outcome, stating that the suc-
cessful auction is a testament to the unwavering 
commitment of the CDA team under the vision 
of Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi, 
supervision and guidance of Chairman CDA Mu-
hammad Ali Randhwa. CDA achieved optimal 
market value for these prime sports facilities 
through a process that was completely transpar-
ent and competitive, fulfilling our core objective 
of maximizing public resource utilization for the 
benefits  of the citizens of Islamabad. The sig-
nificant monthly revenue of PKR 7.6 million will 
be reinvested into further developing sports in-

frastructure and recreational facilities across the 
city. Acting Chairman CDA said that this initia-
tive aligns perfectly with the broader vision of 
promoting a healthy, active lifestyle among resi-
dents by facilitating private sector investment in 
high-quality sports amenities like Padel Tennis, 
which is rapidly gaining popularity in Pakistan.
The successful monetization of these sites un-
derscores the CDA’s commitment to efficient as-
set management and generating sustainable rev-
enue streams for public welfare projects, while 
simultaneously expanding the range of modern 
sporting facilities available to the community.

CDA achieves major revenue with auction of Padel Tennis sites
Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali Randhawa, Acting Chairman Talat Mahmood expressed immense 
satisfaction over the very successful auction with the outcome, stating that the successful auction is a 
testament to the unwavering commitment of the CDA team under the vision of Federal Minister for 
Interior Mohsin Naqvi, supervision and guidance of Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali Randhwa

Briefs
Big blow to 

PTI as SC 
declares it 
ineligible...

From Page 01
Bench hearing review plea 
in the reserved seats case.
The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N), 
the Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP), and the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
have filed review petitions 
against last year’s Supreme 
Court July 12 ruling that 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) was entitled to re-
served seats for women and 
minorities in the national 
and provincial assemblies.
However, implementation 
had been stalled, with the 
National Assembly yet to 
act and the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) 
raising objections. If en-
forced, this ruling would 
significantly bolster PTI’s 
parliamentary strength.
The justice said in his note 
that PTI-backed SIC lawyer 
Hamid Khan had expressed 
objection over the inclusion 
of some judges in the bench 
under the 26th Constitu-
tional Amendment and he 
is one of them. “The judici-
ary must have the people’s 
trust. It is necessary that 
none of the parties have 
any objection regarding the 
bench,” he wrote, citing it 
as the reason for his recusal 
from the hearing the plea.
“Your objection was only 
regarding my inclusion in 
the bench, overwise, we 
have been associated on a 
personal level since 2010,” 
Justice Panhwar said in his 
conversation with Khan. He 
said that he was personally 
“hurt” by Khan’s arguments, 
but this was not a matter of 
his “personal feelings.” He 
added that the allegation of 
bias against judges was pain-
ful. It’s not right for the pub-
lic to get the impression that 
a judge is partial, he added. 
At this, Hamid welcomed 
Justice Panhwar’s decision, 
drawing objection from Jus-
tice Amin-ud-Din Khan.

Nine dead, 
several 

missing after 
family of 18..

From Page 01
Multiple flood-related inci-
dents in Swat has prompted 
the deployment of the Paki-
stan Army for rescue and re-
lief operations. Troops, fully 
equipped with necessary 
gear, have reached Swat and 
are actively participating in 
rescue and relief missions 
alongside Rescue 1122 per-
sonnel. Leaders express 
deep sorrow Following the 
incident, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif expressed 
grief over the deaths of tour-
ists in flood-hit relay in the 
Swat River and offered his 
condolences to the berieved 
families. The premier or-
dered an immediate search 
operation for the missing 
persons in the incident.
Additionally, he directed the 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) and 
the local administration to is-
sue precautionary measures 
near rivers and streams amid 
extreme weather conditions 
across the country. Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari also ex-
pressed deep sorrow and re-
gret over the loss of precious 
lives due to the flood in Swat

PM urges 
unity, 

collective...
From Page 01

He said the economic team 
worked tirelessly to prepare 
a people-friendly budget 
and also thanked the allied 
parties whose consultations 
helped shape a budget as 
per the public aspirations. 
Discussing the regional 
situation, he said Allah Al-
mighty had granted Paki-
stan a splendid victory in 
response to India’s recent 
unprovoked aggression 
against Pakistan.   The Pa-
kistan armed forces, the en-
tire political leadership, the 
public, civil society, and the 
media unitedly thwarted 
the enemy’s evil designs. 
Pakistan’s victory has ele-
vated its stature among the 
comity of nations, he added. 
He told the parliamen-
tarians that under the 
leadership of Chairman 
of Pakistan Peoples Party 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, 
the diplomatic delegation 
effectively highlighted 
Pakistan’s stance and ex-
posed India’s malicious 
intentions toward Paki-
stan on the global stage.

UN Women & HR ministry 
inaugurate shelter home

The refurbishment was undertaken under the Essential Services 
Package (ESP) initiative, with support from the Department 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Australia
Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: UN Women, in partnership 
with the Ministry of Human Rights, has 
completed the refurbishment of the Family 
protection and rehabilitation center in Is-
lamabad. This initiative marks a substantial 
upgrade in the center’s capacity to deliver 
high-quality, survivor-centered services in 
a safe, confidential, and dignified environ-
ment. The refurbishment was undertak-
en under the Essential Services Package 
(ESP) initiative, with support from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT), Australia. The ESP aims to pro-
vide a coordinated set of essential, multi-
sectoral services to survivors of violence, 
aligned with international human rights 
standards and global best practices.
Speaking at the occasion, Mr. Jamshed Kazi, 
UN Women Country Representative, em-
phasized the importance of the initiative, 
“The refurbishment of the Family protection 
and rehabilitation center is not just about in-
frastructure, it represents a crucial link in a 
wider ecosystem of support for survivors of 
gender-based violence. When combined with 
legal reforms, institutional capacity building, 
and community engagement, initiatives 
like this can catalyze systemic change. 
Our aim is to ensure that every survivor, 
regardless of where they are in Pakistan, 
has access to quality, coordinated services 
that uphold their dignity and rights.”
The upgraded facility now features im-

proved infrastructure, private consultation 
rooms, and integrated service delivery in-
cluding medical care, psychological coun-
seling, legal assistance, and safe referrals—
all under one roof. The enhancements aim 
to ensure survivors are not only supported 
but also empowered through every stage of 
recovery and justice-seeking.
Mr. Azam Nazir Tarrar, Federal Minister 
for Human Rights, underscored the value of 

strong partnerships in addressing GBV, “We 
are grateful to UN Women for its continued 
partnership in strengthening Pakistan’s 
response to gender-based violence. This in-
itiative reflects our shared commitment to 
improving essential services for survivors, 
particularly the most vulnerable. The up-
graded Family protection and rehabilitation 
center will allow us to respond more effec-
tively, ensuring dignity, safety, and support 

for every woman and child who seeks help
This joint effort is part of a broader 
strategy to strengthen Pakistan’s nation-
al response to GBV, focusing on survi-
vor-sensitive case management, improved 
coordination among service providers, 
and building institutional capacity. UN 
Women continues to work with federal and 
provincial authorities to scale up access to 
essential services across the country.
Through this initiative, UN Women and the 
Ministry of Human Rights reaffirm their 
commitment to a Pakistan where survivors 
of GBV are supported, protected, and em-
powered—with access to justice, healing, 
and a future free from violence.
Gender-based violence (GBV) remains a 
critical human rights issue in Pakistan and 
globally, with nearly one in three women 
worldwide affected, according to UN Wom-
en. In Pakistan, over 63,000 cases were 
reported between 2020 and 2023, the ma-
jority involving domestic violence. These 
figures likely underrepresent the true 
scale, as many survivors face stigma, fear of 
retaliation, and limited access to support. 
GBV not only endangers lives but also re-
stricts women’s participation in education, 
employment, and public life. Addressing 
it requires both legal reform and practical 
support services. Facilities like the Family 
protection and rehabilitation Center play 
a vital role by offering integrated, survi-
vor-focused care—providing safety, dignity, 
and critical services under one roof to help 
women and children rebuild their lives.

‘Dark day’: PTI 
rejects SC’s 
reserved...

From Page 01
“That was a time when the 
court announced a decision 
by the Constitution,” PTI 
said. Commenting on the 
review process, the party 
noted that the case had 
remained under judicial 
consideration for several 
months. “PTI knocked on 
every legal door, presented 
every argument, and raised 
every constitutional point,” 
read the statement.

Urban 
flooding 

forecast...
From Page 01

isolated heavy falls is like-
ly in Karachi, Hyderabad, 
Umerkot, Mirpurkhas, Ba-
din, Thatta, Sujawal, Dadu, 
Sukkur, Larkana, Qamber 
Shahdadkot, Shikarpur, 
Khairpur, Naushahro 
Feroze, Shaheed Bena-
zirabad, Mitiari, Sanghar, 
Jamshoro, Tando Allahyar, 
Tando Muhammad Khan, 
Jacobabad, Ghotki, Kash-
more and Tharparker dis-
tricts till June 29.

India 
accused 

of illegal...
From Page 01

It has also sparked fear 
among India’s estimated 
200 million Muslims, es-
pecially among speakers of 
Bengali, a widely spoken 
language in both eastern 
India and Bangladesh.
“Muslims, particularly from 
the eastern part of the 
country, are terrified,” said 
veteran Indian rights activ-
ist Harsh Mander.
“You have thrown millions 
into this existential fear.”
Bangladesh, largely encir-
cled by land by India, has 
seen relations with New 
Delhi turn icy since a mass 
uprising in 2024 toppled 
Dhaka’s government, a for-
mer friend of India.
But India also ramped up 
operations against migrants 
after a wider security crack-
down in the wake of an at-
tack in the west — the April 
22 killing of 26 people, 
mainly Hindu tourists, in In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK).
New Delhi blamed that at-
tack on Pakistan, claims 
Islamabad rejected, with 
arguments culminating in 
a four-day conflict that left 
more than 70 dead.

‘Army not 
interested 
in talks...
From Page 01

that the military should not 
be dragged into political 
affairs. Speaking to BBC 
Urdu, the DG ISPR clari-
fied that the armed forces 
engage only with the state 
— a state that is constitut-
ed under the Constitution 
of Pakistan and formed in 
cooperation with political 
parties. “We speak to the 
state of Pakistan — the state 
formed under the Constitu-
tion with political parties,” 
he said. “Whatever govern-
ment is in place at any given 
time, that is the state. And 
the Pakistan Army operates 
under that state.”
He reiterated that the Pa-
kistan Armed Forces per-
form their duties within the 
framework of the Consti-
tution and serve the state, 
regardless of which polit-
ical party is in power. He 
appealed to all quarters to 
avoid involving the armed 
forces in political matters, 
reaffirming the institution’s 
apolitical stance. Further-
more, DG ISPR Chaudhry 
said that numerous ru-
mours and assumptions 
are deliberately spread 
against the armed forc-
es for political purposes.

Non-local students 
struggle with rising hostel 

costs, safety concerns
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad, 
home to several top-ranking 
educational institutions, at-
tracts thousands of students 
from the country’s remote 
areas each year. While they 
arrive full of dreams for aca-
demic success and personal 
growth, many soon face a 
harsh and ignored reality, 
the severe crisis of student 
accommodation in the city.
The core issue lies in the 
serious shortage of on-cam-
pus hostel facilities. Even 
prestigious universities of-
ten fail to provide sufficient 
internal accommodations, 
pushing students to seek 
housing in private hostels 
or rented apartments. With 
Islamabad’s high living 
costs, many are left with 
no option but to settle in 
private hostels, places that, 
for many, become centers 
of exploitation and neglect.
Back in 2019, Senator Reh-
man Malik, then Chairman 
of the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Interior, officially 
took notice of the growing 
number of unregulated pri-
vate hostels in Islamabad. 
The committee requested 

detailed reports from the 
Chief Commissioner, the 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA), and the High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) on the registration, 
operations, and safety stand-
ards of these hostels. They 
questioned the lack of legal 
frameworks, the shortage of 
university-affiliated hostels, 
and the absence of stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs), especially concern-
ing the safety of female stu-
dents. Yet five years later, 
little has changed.
One such student is Hadia 
Emaan, enrolled at a lead-
ing Islamabad university, 
requested not to name 
her institution. Her story 
reflects the struggle of 
thousands. After securing 
admission in 2022, she 
thought the toughest part 
was behind her, until she 
discovered her university 
had no internal hostel.
“I thought once I got in, I 
could focus on my studies,” 
she recalled. “I didn’t realize 
finding safe, decent housing 
would be the real nightmare” 
she remarked talking to 

APP. Her first stay was in a 
cramped seven-seater room 
in E-11, costing Rs. 18,000 a 
month. The conditions were 
appalling. “The food was in-
edible, there was no security, 
and the owner treated us like 
we had no rights,” she said. 
When she complained, he 
bluntly replied, “Aap ko na-
hin pasand tu kahin aur shift 
kar len” (If you don’t like it, 
go find another place).
After moving between sev-
eral hostels, Hadia now pays 
Rs. 30,000 for a single-seat-
er in E-11, yet the problems 
continue. “As a female stu-
dent, it’s tough managing 
alone. Food, water, and 
living conditions are worse 
than back home. Despite 
everything, the charges are 
unreasonably high.”
Hadia’s case isn’t rare. 
Umme Rumman, another 
university student said, 
“Complaints are ignored; 
there’s no security, and 
it’s not worth Rs. 25,000 
for a five-seater room.” 
“The quality of life is far 
worse than at home, yet 
the charges are outra-
geous.” – Agencies

PMYP – Lahore 
Qalandars Cricket 
Talent hunt trials 

Kick Off from Today
Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister’s Youth Programme 
(PMYP) is launching its highly anticipated cricket talent 
hunt trials from today (Friday), marking a significant step 
in identifying and nurturing young cricketing talent across 
the country. According to Director Sports of the Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC), Javed Ali Memon, in the first 
phase the three-day trials will be held at the Balochistan 
University of Information Technology, Engineering, and 
Management Sciences (BUITEMS) cricket ground in 
Quetta. This initiative, aimed at providing a remarkable op-
portunity for the youth of Balochistan, is being organized 
through the joint efforts of the HEC, the PMYP, and Pa-
kistan Super League (PSL) champions, Lahore Qalandars.
Memon stated that aspiring players from various dis-
tricts of Balochistan will participate in the trials. The 
goal is to uncover hidden cricketing talent, provide pro-
fessional training, and prepare them for national and 
international platforms. This talent hunt is a major mile-
stone in the government’s broader vision of youth em-
powerment through sports—aligned with opportunities 
in education, employment, and digital innovation.
In a message, Chairman of the Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme, Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan, reiterated PMYP’s 
commitment to creating groundbreaking opportunities for 
youth across all sectors—including IT, sports, aerospace, 
and agriculture. He expressed hope that the young athletes 
of Balochistan would excel and play a pivotal role in build-
ing a bright future for Pakistan. Chairman of the Higher 
Education Commission, Professor Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, 
also voiced optimism that the talented youth of Balochistan 
would rise with their abilities and bring pride to the nation. 
He noted that the HEC and Pakistani universities are work-
ing closely with the government to promote sports. 

PHF announces hockey squad 
for junior Asia Cup 2025

The Pakistan Hockey Federation conducted open trials from June 11  
to June 13, 2025, at the Nasir Bunda Hockey Stadium for team 

selection, in which young players from across the country  
participated. The final team was selected based on merit

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Hockey 
Federation has officially announced 
the officials and players for the Un-
der-18 Asia Cup 2025.
The officials include Team Manag-
er Olympian Malik Shafqat, coaches 
Mukhtar Ahmed, Tauqeer Ahmed, 
Masood-ur-Rehman, video analyst 
Abu Zar Amrao, and physio Adeel 
Akhtar.
The selected players are:
· Muhammad Usman
· Atif Ali
· Usama Haider

· Muhammad Abdullah Farooq
· Abdullah Awann
· Zubair Latif
· Muhammad Yasin
· Muhammad Ali Taj
· Ghulam Mustafa
· Ali Hamza
· Ali Hamzada
· Aamir Sohail
· Adeel Afzal
· Muhammad Zaman
· Muhammad Hussain
· Muhammad Shahir
· Hassan Shahbaz
· Yasin Jamshed
The President of the Pakistan 
Hockey Federation, Mir Tariq Hus-

sain Bugti, and Secretary General 
Olympian Rana Mujahid Ali Khan 
extended their best wishes to all 
the selected officials and players 
for their performance.
The team will depart for China on 
June 30, where they will partici-
pate in the Under-18 Asia Hockey 
Cup 2025, to be held in Dazhou, 
China, from July 3 to July 13.
The Pakistan Hockey Federation 
conducted open trials from June 11 
to June 13, 2025, at the Nasir Bunda 
Hockey Stadium for team selection, 
in which young players from across 
the country participated. The final 
team was selected based on merit.

New-look Wimbledon 
prepares for life 

without line judges
London: Wimbledon is guaranteed to be picture-perfect 
when it gets under way next week but the courts will never 
look the same again after the demise of line judges.
For the first time in the tournament’s storied 148-year 
history, the men and women stationed at the back of the 
courts, calling “out” and “fault”, will be missing.  
The Grand Slam announced in October that it was scrap-
ping its smartly dressed officials in favour of electronic 
line-calling (ELC) from 2025, following the general trend in 
tennis. The Australian Open and the US Open have already 
gone down this route, leaving the French Open as the only 
one of the four Grand Slams still to use humans in the role.
Wimbledon is cherished for its traditions, from the white 
kit worn by players to the strawberries and cream served 
to fans and the sumptuous flowers that colour the grounds.
But the All England Club must balance that unique heritage 
with innovation. Tournament director Jamie Baker empha-
sised the point in an interview with AFP this week.
“We are very much plugged into the wider tennis ecosystem, 
the wider tennis industry, on everything that we do,” said the 
former professional player. “And this was something that we’ve 
been talking about for many years, because we could see the 
way that it was going.  “And as you would imagine, for us, balanc-
ing the tradition with innovation is really a thing that we look at 
in pretty much every single decision we make.” – Agencies

Pak secures 
first win in 
Asian Youth 
Girls Netball 

C’ship
ISLAMABAD:Pak i s t an 
got off to a flying start at 
the Asian Youth Girls Net-
ball Championship 2025, 
thrashing Saudi Arabia 71-
15 in their opening match 
in South Korea on Friday.
The national side, featur-
ing standout performances 
by Lia Raza Shah, Alisha 
Naveed, Samia Safdar, Hal-
ima, Sareena Hussain, Jas-
mine Farooq, Farah Rash-
eed and Pareesa, displayed 
dominance throughout the 
match, according to infor-
mation made available here 
by Pakistan Netball Feder-
ation (PNF). Following the 
impressive victory, Chair-
man of the PNF Mudassar 
Arain, President Sameen 
Malik and Secretary Gen-
eral Muhammad Riaz ex-
tended their congratula-
tions to the team.
Pakistan will play its sec-
ond league match against 
Chinese Taipei on Saturday 
(June 28). The Green Shirts 
are scheduled to face hosts 
South Korea on June 29, Ja-
pan on June 30 and Maldives 
on July 1 in their remaining 
group fixtures. – APP
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Islamabad: In a significant step 
towards deepening economic coopera-
tion between Pakistan and Uzbekistan, 
an 18-member high-level delegation 
of Uzbek businessmen led by Mr. 
Bakhrom Yusupov, Commercial At-
taché, visited the Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) on 
Friday. The visit was organized in col-
laboration with the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme (PMYP) and fea-
tured focused B2B meetings aimed at 
boosting trade and industrial linkages 
between the two countries.
The Uzbek delegation included notable 
figures such as Tukhtaev Akobirjon 
Khakimovich, Deputy Chairman of the 
Uzbekistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry;  Djumaniyazov Mukham-
madjon Bakhramovich, Deputy Chair-
man of the Uzbek Textile Association; 
Latipov Aliyor Shahkriyorovich and  
Islombekov Davronbek Shuratgbek 

Ugli from the Uzbek Leather Associa-
tion; and representatives from sectors 
including textile, leather goods, surgical 
instruments, and fisheries Welcoming 
the delegation, ICCI President Nasir 
Mansoor Qureshi emphasized the 
strong commitment of both nations to 
expand their trade, enhance connectivi-
ty, and promote people-to-people linkag-

es. He appreciated Uzbekistan’s rapidly 
growing economy and underscored the 
need to elevate bilateral trade to the 
$2 billion mark. He also stressed the 
importance of launching direct flights 
to facilitate business, tourism, and ed-
ucational exchange.  Bakhrom Yusupov 
highlighted the deep cultural, religious, 
and historical bonds between Pakistan 

and Uzbekistan, urging both sides to 
expand cooperation in agriculture, en-
ergy, pharmaceuticals, leather, textiles, 
food processing, and the digital econo-
my. He invited Pakistani businesses to 
tap into Uzbekistan’s emerging mar-
kets and investment-friendly climate.  
Tukhtaev Akobirjon Khakimovich, Dep-
uty Chairman, Uzbekistan Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, introduced 
the delegation members and expressed 
optimism that the close emotional 
and cultural affinity between the two 
peoples would translate into tangible 
economic partnerships through such 
engagements. Representing the Prime 
Minister’s Youth Programme, Focal 
Persons  Malik Rauf Awan and Dr. Rana 
Khalid Mehmood pledged full support 
from the government of Pakistan to 
foster industrial and entrepreneurial 
collaboration, particularly among youth 
in both countries. Both sides reaffirmed 
their resolve to transform the long-
standing diplomatic relationship into 
concrete economic cooperation, espe-
cially in housing, construction, and ur-
ban development.  Former ICCI Presi-
dent Mian Akram Farid moderated the 
session by highlighting the historic ties 
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan. In 
his vote of thanks, ICCI Senior Vice 
President Abdul Rehman Siddiqui re-
iterated the Chamber’s commitment 
to strengthening business.

ICCI-Uzbek business delegation hold 
B2B talks to boost bilateral trade

Briefs
UK car 

production in 
May to lowest 

since 1949
ISTANBUL: The UK’s car 
production plunged for the 
fifth consecutive month to 
the lowest level since 1949 
in May due to the impact 
of the US tariffs, according 
to data by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) on Friday.
The new car and commer-
cial vehicle production vol-
umes fell by 32.8% year-on-
year to 49,810 units in May.
“Excluding 2020, when 
Covid lockdowns saw facto-
ries shuttered or running 
at greatly reduced capacity, 
it was the lowest perfor-
mance for the month since 
1949,” a statement from 
the SMMT said The decline 
was due to ongoing model 
changeovers, restructuring, 
and the impact of US tar-
iffs. Last month, shipments 
to the US and the EU, the 
UK’s two biggest markets, 
decreased 55.4% and 22.5% 
year-on-year, respectively. 
“Confirmed trade deals 
with crucial markets, espe-
cially the US and a more 
positive relationship with 
the EU, as well as govern-
ment strategies on industry 
and trade that recognize 
the critical role the sector 
plays in driving economic 
growth, should help recov-
ery,” said SMMT CEO Mike 
Hawes.s.—APP

Gold price 
decreases by 
Rs 5,000 per 

tola
ISLAMABAD: The price 
of 24 karat per tola gold 
decreased by Rs.5,000 and 
was traded at Rs.351,000 on 
Friday as compared to its 
sale at Rs. 356,000 on the 
last trading day, All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gems and Jew-
elers Association reported.
The prices of 10 grams of 
24 karat also decreased 
by Rs4,287 to Rs.300,925 
from Rs. 305,212 and for 
10 grams of 22 Karat it 
came down by Rs.3,930 
to Rs.275,857 from Rs. 
279,787 The rates of per 
tola and ten gram silver de-
creased by Rs.68 and Rs.58 
to Rs.3,782 and Rs.3,242 
respectively. The price of 
gold in the international 
market decreased by $53 
to $3,290 from $3,343, 
whereas that of silver dipped 
by $0.68 to $35.98, the Asso-
ciation reported.—APP

Rupee sheds 
6 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Friday depreciated by 06 
paisa against the US Dollar 
in the interbank trading and 
closed at Rs 283.72 against 
the previous day’s closing 
of Rs 283.66.
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the dollar 
in the open market stood 
at Rs 285.1 and Rs 286.1 
respectively Pakistan tour-
ism packages The price of 
the Euro decreased by 08 
paisa to close at Rs 332.59 
against the last day’s closing 
of Rs 332.67, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese yen 
came down by 01 pasia and 
closed at Rs1.96, whereas a 
decrease of Rs0.11 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate 
of the British Pound, which 
was traded at Rs 389.93 as 
compared to the last day’s 
closing of Rs 390.04. The 
exchange rates of the Emir-
ates Dirham and the Saudi 
Riyal went up by 02 and 01 
paisa to close at Rs 77.25 
and Rs 75.64.—APP

Kitchen 
items’ prices 
decrease by 

0.18pc
ISLAMABAD: The weekly 
inflation, measured by the 
Sensitive Price Indicator 
(SPI), decreased by 0.18 
percent for the combined 
consumption groups during 
the week ended on June 
26, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported 
on Friday According to the 
PBS data, the SPI for the 
week under review in the 
above-mentioned group was 
recorded at 309.80 points 
as compared to 310.35 
points during the past 
week. As compared to the 
corresponding week of last 
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group in 
the week under review wit-
nessed a decrease of 1.52 
per cent. —APP

Air Arabia 
launches its 

new route 
to Sochi in 

Russia
\SHARJAH: Air Arabia, the 
Middle East and North Afri-
ca’s first and largest low-cost 
carrier (LCC) operator, inau-
gurated its new route to the 
Russian city of Sochi with a 
frequency six weekly flights.
The new service marks 
the sixth Russian city to be 
served directly from Sharjah, 
alongside Moscow, Kazan, 
Samara, Ufa, and Yekater-
inburg, further expanding 
Air Arabia’s network in the 
country.
Commenting on the launch, 
Adel Al Ali, Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Air Arabia, 
said, “We are glad to inaugu-
rate our non-stop flights to 
Sochi, further strengthening 
our connectivity with Rus-
sia. This expansion not only 
provides our customers with 
a convenient and affordable 
air travel option between the 
UAE and Russia but also fur-
ther strengthening tourism 
and trade ties between both 
nations. Sochi complements 
our growing network in the 
country and reflects our on-
going commitment to offer-
ing more travel opportunities 
to our customers.”
“Today, Sochi is actively de-
veloping as an international 
hub, attracting more and 
more foreign tourists and of-
fering extensive travel oppor-
tunities for Russian citizens. 
The United Arab Emirates 
ranks among the top destina-
tions served by the airport. 
The Emirate of Sharjah will 
become the third city in the 
UAE connected to Sochi Air-
port’s route network, once 
again confirming the growth 
and strengthening of ties be-
tween our countries. —APP

Vietnam to 
waive tuition 
fees for all 

public school 
students

HANOI:  Vietnam’s Nation-
al Assembly on Thursday 
passed a resolution to 
waive tuition fees for all 
public school students na-
tionwide from September 
this year, Vietnam News 
Agency reported The pol-
icy will cover preschool 
children aged from three 
months to six years as well 
as students from grades 
1 to 12. Tuition support 
will also be provided to 
students attending private 
schools. Vietnam currently 
has around 23 million pre-
schoolers and general edu-
cation students. According 
to Minister of Education 
and Training Nguyen Kim 
Son, the government is ex-
pected to allocate approx-
imately 30.6 trillion Viet-
namese dong (around 1.2 
billion U.S. dollars) for 
the 2025-2026 academic 
year to implement the tu-
ition waiver.—APP

ISSI-PAIDAR commemorate 
Rwanda’s Liberation Day

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, in his remarks, emphasized the significance of commemorating Rwanda’s Liberation 
Day, not only as a moment of national pride, but as a tribute to the resilience and strength of the Rwandan people

DNA

ISLAMABA: The Centre 
for Afghanistan, Middle 
East & Africa (CAMEA) 
at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI), in 
collaboration with  Pakistan 
Africa Institute for Devel-
opment and Research (PAI-
DAR), organized an event 
to commemorate Rwanda’s 
Liberation Day. The proceed-
ings,  which began with the 
national anthems of Pakistan 
and Rwanda,  were moder-
ated by Ms. Amina Khan, 
Director CAMEA. Speakers 
included Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, Director General 
ISSI; Ms. Harerimana Fa-
tou, High Commissioner of 
Rwanda to Pakistan; Mr. Mu-
hammad Naeem Khan, High 
Commissioner of Pakistan to 
Rwanda; Lt Col Shyaka Kaju-
giro Ismail, Defence Attache, 
High Commission of Rwan-
da to Pakistan; Ambassador 
Khalid Mahmood, Chairman 
BOG ISSI. The Chief Guest 
on the occasion was Senator 
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, 
President PAIDAR, and 
the Keynote Speaker was 
Ambassador Hamid Asghar 
Khan, Additional Secretary 
(Africa), Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Pakistan (MOFA). 
Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed, in his remarks, em-
phasized the significance of 
commemorating Rwanda’s 

Liberation Day, not only as a 
moment of national pride, but 
as a tribute to the resilience 
and strength of the Rwandan 
people. He praised President 
Paul Kagame and Rwanda’s 
leadership for their critical 
role in unifying the country 
and steering it toward pro-
gress after the 1994 geno-
cide, which the Rwandan 
nation courageously ended 
through its own efforts. Re-
flecting on global injustices, 
he noted that the world has 
witnessed three major gen-
ocides in the last three dec-
ades-- Rwanda, Bosnia, and 
the ongoing one in Gaza and 
highlighted the double-stand-
ards of the international 
system. He commended the 
growing Pakistan–Rwanda 
relationship in diverse areas 

from political to economic to 
defence, and called for deep-
er South-South cooperation, 
underscoring the potential 
for enhanced engagement 
between Pakistan, Rwanda, 
and the broader African con-
tinent.
Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, Director Gener-
al ISSI, recalled the tragic 
events of the 1994 genocide 
against the Tutsi community 
and noted that Rwanda’s Lib-
eration Day stands as a sol-
emn reminder of that painful 
chapter, as well as a power-
ful symbol of the country’s 
journey towards healing, 
reconciliation, and national 
transformation. Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood commend-
ed Rwanda’s success in fos-
tering inclusive governance, 

digital advancement, social 
cohesion, and sustainable 
development, highlighting 
its reputation as a model of 
post-conflict recovery and in-
stitutional reform. He under-
lined Pakistan’s admiration 
for Rwanda’s progress and 
reaffirmed the significance 
of Pakistan’s diplomatic out-
reach to Africa within the 
framework of “Engage Afri-
ca” policy. He noted that the 
milestones like mutual estab-
lishment of each other’s resi-
dent missions mark a shared 
commitment to expanding 
bilateral ties in sectors such 
as trade, agriculture, high-
er education, healthcare, 
technology, and professional 
training. Referring to the 
recent visit of Honourable 
Foreign Minister Olivier J. P. 

Nduhungirehe to Islamabad, 
during which he also visited 
ISSI and delivered a talk on 
Rwanda’s role  in Africa’s 
transformation, Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood welcomed 
the growing momentum in 
bilateral relations and stressed 
the importance of sustained 
dialogue and cooperation. He 
also highlighted Pakistan’s 
longstanding contribution to 
UN peacekeeping in Africa, 
including in Rwanda, as part 
of its commitment to peace, 
stability, and progress on the 
continent. 
Ambassador Hamid Asghar 
called the Rwandan genocide 
a failure of the UN system, 
with its legacy echoed in Gaza 
today. He praised Rwanda’s 
resilience and development 
under President Kagame and 

expressed Pakistan’s interest 
in deeper ties. He welcomed 
recent diplomatic steps and 
highlighted opportunities for 
cooperation in education, IT, 
tourism, and industry. Ms. Am-
ina Khan, Director CAMEA, 
highlighted Rwanda’s Liber-
ation Day as a symbol of re-
silience and transformation, 
drawing parallels with Gaza’s 
humanitarian crisis. She re-
affirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to Africa through the 
‘Engage Africa’ policy and 
CAMEA’s ongoing efforts 
to foster inclusive dialogue 
and cooperation. Ms. Hare-
rimana Fatou highlighted 
Rwanda’s transformation 
since the 1994 Genocide 
into a peaceful, resilient, 
and progressive nation. She 
emphasized the deepening 

Rwanda–Pakistan relation-
ship, marked by diplomatic 
missions and MoUs in key 
sectors. She thanked Paki-
stan for its hospitality and 
expressed commitment 
to expanding cooperation 
in trade, education, and 
tourism. Mr. Naeem Khan 
noted the growing strength 
of Pakistan-Rwanda rela-
tions, marked by a rise in 
trade from $34 million to 
$127 million and a grow-
ing Pakistani community 
in Rwanda. He highlighted 
high-level visits, business 
delegations, and scholar-
ships for Rwandan students 
as key drivers of deeper 
economic, cultural, and ed-
ucational ties, reflecting the 
strong mutual commitment 
to enhanced cooperation. 
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Pakistani lauds AIIB’s governance 
model for developing nations

BEIJING Pakistan praises the Beijing-headquartered Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) as a new model 
of multilateralism, citing its critical support after the country’s 2022 floods, and called for developing nations to 
have a greater voice, and even veto power, at global financial institutions, Gwadar Pro reported on Friday. Speak-
ing at a roundtable for the AIIB’s 10th anniversary held here, Kazim Niaz, Secretary at the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, positioned Pakistan as a key partner of the bank and a strong advocate for its governance model, which 
he said gives emerging economies more influence. “We have always viewed AIIB as a development partner of 
strategic importance and great potential,” Niaz said. “Its inclusive governance framework and consensus-oriented 
decision-making approach are core characteristics that we highly appreciate.” As a founding member, Pakistan 
has worked with AIIB on projects ranging from clean energy and urban metro systems to digital infrastructure, 
Niaz noted.  He praised the bank’s “Lean, Clean, and Green” identity and its “fast and flexible” financing chan-
nels, which are critical for a country facing significant infrastructure deficits. Niaz singled out the bank’s per-
formance following Pakistan’s historic 2022 floods for special mention, highlighting its collaboration with the 
World Bank and Asian Development Bank. “The innovative support provided by AIIB in its financing instruments 
had a huge positive impact on our post-flood reconstruction work,” he said. Looking forward, Niaz said Pakistan 
seeks to deepen its partnership with AIIB to build smart infrastructure to withstand severe climate shocks like 
heatwaves, floods, and water stress. In a broader appeal, Niaz argued that the world’s interconnected crises, 
from debt to climate change, demand a unified front from developing countries. Developing countries need 
to unite and ensure they have a substantive voice on the boards of directors and governors of multilateral 
development banks (MDBs), he urged.  The countries, previously underrepresented in these institutions, 
need to gain greater influence on key issues, even a veto power, he added. He called for MDBs to evolve 
from simple financiers into “treasure troves of knowledge,” helping nations build project implementation 
capacity, ensure debt sustainability, and use their platforms to “de-risk” private sector investment. Niaz 
noted that AIIB is a leader in this shift. “AIIB represents a new type of multilateralism... a new develop-
ment paradigm,” he said.  It is built on mutual trust and shared priorities, which gives developing countries 
great confidence that they are capable of working together to solve their own problems, he added.—DNA

UAE-funded maternity clinics  
bringing hope to Afghan families

JALALABAD: The UAE-funded maternity clinics are bringing hope to Afghan families. In Jalalabad, Nangarhar province, 
Afghanistan, Shazia Mohammadi cradles her newborn daughter, Fatima, her seventh child, but the first to be born in a 
medical clinic. For the first time, Shazia experienced childbirth with access to doctors, medicines, and professional care. 
Her daughter was also the first baby delivered at one of ten new maternity clinics built by the UAE across Afghanistan, 
marking the start of a new chapter for maternal health in rural areas. ”Our economic condition was pretty bad all through. 
Now, thanks to the help we have received, we are much better off. We thank the UAE for this transformation in our lives,” 
Shazia said. Her husband, Ramadan Mohammadi, recalled their struggles to access care in the past. ”Six of our children 
were born at home because we couldn’t afford transportation to distant hospitals. This is the first time a clinic has been 
built near our house, and it has been a blessing for us.” These UAE-funded clinics have brought much needed medical care 
to communities that have long lacked access to even the most basic health services. Located in seven provinces – Nangar-
har, Balkh, Herat, Paktia, Paktika, Helmand, and Kandahar – the facilities offer maternity and paediatric care, counselling, 
contraceptive services, emergency care, medicines and referrals for high-risk cases. They also serve as hubs for commu-
nity outreach, offering health education, awareness programmes, and life-saving vaccinations, including for COVID-19 and 
BCG to protect against tuberculosis, to more than 20 people each day. Dr. Ikramullah, a doctor at one of the clinics de-
scribed the change underway, “Previously, childbirth happened at home, without any medical support, in unsafe, unhygien-
ic conditions. It is changing now, and the people here are so delighted. We not only ensure safe deliveries, but also provide 
vaccinations, nutritional assistance, and continuous medical care for mothers and newborns.” He pointed to a young child 
named Ayesha Qamari as an example of the progress being made, “The impact of these maternity centres is already being 
felt. This baby is just one of hundreds of children receiving crucial health checks and vaccinations. This will help bring down 
the high infant mortality rate in Afghanistan, one of the highest in the world.” According to UNICEF, more than 57 children 
out of 1,000 in Afghanistan die before reaching the age of five. Ayesha’s mother shared her experience, “We have come to 
the clinic three or four times. Earlier, we could not afford the cost of transport to the city hospital. Many times, the sick 
children would not survive the long journey. We are deeply indebted to the UAE for building this clinic in our vicinity.—APP

 Aurangzeb stresses focused 
reforms, to strengthen governance 

in public sector enterprises
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb has reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to strengthening the governance, operational 
efficiency, and financial sustainability of key public sector 
entities.  Chairing a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on 
State-Owned Enterprises (CCoSOEs) today, the Finance 
Minister stressed the importance of aligning business 
plans with national priorities and addressing operational 
challenges in a timely and coordinated manner. Federal 
Minister for Power Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari, 
Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar 
Chaudhry, Minister for Science and Technology Khalid 
Hussain Magsi and senior officials from relevant Min-
istries and Divisions attended the meeting.   The 
Committee heard a detailed briefing from the Central 
Monitoring Unit of the Finance Division on a biannual 
report on the Federal SOE Performance covering the 
period from July 2024 to December 2024. The report 
included a detailed overview of the state of affairs and 
key challenges confronting State-Owned Enterprises 
(SOEs), including cumulative losses amounting to Rs 
5.8 trillion, with Rs 342 billion incurred in just six months.  
The Committee was told that the circular debt in the oil, 
gas, and power sectors had crossed Rs 4.9 trillion, severely 
affecting cash flows and asset valuations. —APP

India’s global role 
diminishes 

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Chief Minister’s spokesperson Syed 
Kousar Kazmi & PML-N leaders on Friday slammed In-
dia for its diplomatic failures and growing global isolation, 
while hailing Pakistan’s successful diplomatic efforts that 
have garnered international recognition. In an exclusive 
conversation with PTV News channel, Syed Kousar Kazmi 
said that India’s global role is steadily diminishing due to 
its rigid and confrontational foreign policy, while Pakistan’s 
diplomacy is gaining ground and earning recognition on the 
international stage. He emphasized that Pakistan’s consist-
ent and constructive approach to international relations is 
being acknowledged by global powers, contrasting it with 
what he described as India’s increasing isolation and dip-
lomatic failures. He said that while India made tall claims, 
it failed to back them with substance, whereas Pakistan 
focused on practical efforts and proved the strength of its 
truth-based narrative on key regional and global issues. Ka-
zmi further stated that the government, together with its 
allied parties has achieved significant success in diplomacy, 
which is reflected in the positive responses from the inter-
national community.  PML-N leader also highlighted the 
recent budget approval as a testament to the government’s 
stability and commitment to advancing Pakistan’s econom-
ic and diplomatic interests. Additionally, he criticized PTI 
for their failures in internal politics and pointed out their 
silence on condemning Israel, calling it an embarrassing 
stance that undermines their credibility.—APP
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National Assembly approves 
Rs743.48 bln in excess grants 

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Friday approved 
supplementary and excess demands for grants amounting 
to Rs743.48 billion for the financial years 2023–24 and 2025 
to meet additional expenditures of various federal ministries 
and divisions. Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, presented the demands for 
grants in the House, which were subsequently passed.
The grants approved by the house included, airports secu-
rity force, emergency relief and repatriation, intelligence 
bureau, atomic energy, Pakistan nuclear regulatory au-
thority, communications division, defence division, federal 
government educational institutions in cantonments and 
garrisons, defence production division, economic affairs 
division, miscellaneous expenditure of economic affairs di-
vision, power division, higher education commission, super-
annuation allowances and pensions, grants, subsidies and 
miscellaneous expenditure, housing and works division, 
information and broadcasting division, information tech-
nology and telecommunication division, interior division, 

Islamabad capital territory, combined civil armed forces, 
law and justice division, national accountability bureau, na-
tional food security and research division, national health 
services, regulations and coordination division, railways 
division, water resources division, federal miscellaneous 
investments and other loans and advances, development ex-
penditure of ERRA, development expenditure of Suparco, 
development expenditure of power division, development 
expenditure of finance division, development expenditure 
of interior division, development expenditure of water re-
sources division, capital outlay on maritime affairs division, 
climate change and environmental coordination division, 
Pakistan post office department, defence services, power 
division,  federal education and professional training divi-
sion, higher education commission, grants, subsidies and 
miscellaneous expenditure, federal board of revenue, for-
eign affairs division, national commission for human rights, 
national commission on the status of women, industries 
and production division, information and broadcasting di-
vision, interior division, Islamabad capital territory, com-
bined civil armed forces, national accountability bureau, 
national food security and capital outlay on civil works.

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Acting U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan, Na-
talie Baker on Friday met with Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi to discuss matters of mutual interest, in-
cluding regional security, counterterrorism, and enhanced 
bilateral cooperation. Ambassador Baker reaffirmed the 
importance of U.S.-Pakistan relations, stating, “Pakistan 
is a valued partner of the United States. We attach great 
importance to our relationship and look forward to further 
strengthening our cooperation across multiple sectors.”

The meeting highlighted the shared commitment of both 
countries to advancing peace and stability in the region 
through sustained dialogue and collaborative efforts.
During the meeting, both sides exchanged views on mat-
ters of shared interest, including counterterrorism, an-
ti-narcotics collaboration, and growing security concerns 
in the region. The dialogue underscored the importance 
of strategic cooperation to address evolving transnational 
challenges. A key highlight of the discussion was the recent 
meeting between Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir, and U.S. President Donald Trump. Both 
officials viewed the engagement as a constructive step 

toward deepening strategic ties between Islam-
abad and Washington. Naqvi lauded President 
Trump’s leadership in facilitating a ceasefire 
between Iran and Israel, describing his efforts 
as “extraordinary and sincere.”
“President Trump’s impressive role in broker-
ing peace between Iran and Israel, following 
his earlier contributions to the Pakistan-India 
ceasefire, will always be remembered,” Min-
ister Naqvi remarked. “We hope President 
Trump will also succeed in bringing about a 
ceasefire in Gaza,” he added. “Pakistan high-
ly values every step taken for the promotion 
of peace. We have always believed in resolv-
ing disputes, including the Kashmir issue, 
through dialogue and diplomacy.” 

Pakistan, United States discuss 
bilateral issues, security

Acting US Ambassador meets Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi to discuss regional peace, bilateral cooperation

Briefs
World Bank 

reaffirms 
longstanding 

support to 
Pakistan

DNA
WASHINGTON: Minister 
for Economic Affairs Ahad 
Khan Cheema held high-level 
discussions with World Bank 
leadership during his official 
visit to the United States, 
marking a significant step 
forward in the country’s de-
velopment partnership with 
the international financial 
institution. In a productive 
meeting with Managing Di-
rector for Operations Ms. 
Anna Bjerde and South Asia 
Regional Vice President Mar-
tin Raiser, minister applaud-
ed the strengthened collabo-
ration between Pakistan and 
the World Bank Group over 
the past year, said a news re-
lease here on Friday.
This enhanced engagement 
has culminated in the devel-
opment of the new Country 
Partnership Framework 
(CPF) 2026-2035, a trans-
formative ten-year strategy 
backed by an unprecedent-
ed $40 billion commitment 
from the World Bank.
The minister expressed deep 
appreciation for the World 
Bank’s historical support, 
particularly during critical 
challenges, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic and dev-
astating 2022 floods.  “As our 
largest development partner, 
WB has played an indispen-
sable role in Pakistan’s so-
cio-economic progress and 
improving the lives of our 
citizens,” Cheema stated. 

Poliovirus 
detected in 

18-month-old 
girl from KP

New polio case 
pushes national count 

to 13, including 
seven in KP

Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
reported its 13th polio case 
of 2025, after the Regional 
Reference Laboratory at 
the NIH confirmed the vi-
rus in an 18-month-old girl 
from Union Council Amak-
hel, District Tank in South 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
This is the seventh case 
from the province this year, 
raising renewed alarm over 
persistent virus circula-
tion in high-risk areas. So 
far, four cases have been 
reported from Sindh, and 
one each from Punjab and 
Gilgit-Baltistan.
The Regional Reference 
Laboratory at NIH Islama-
bad confirmed a case of wild 
poliovirus in a 33-month-old 
boy from KP’s Bannu dis-
trict on Sunday. Last week, 
the Pakistan Polio Eradica-
tion Programme reported 
that poliovirus was detected 
in environmental samples 
taken from seven different 
districts in the country.
The programme said virus 
was found in environmental 
samples from Quetta, Gwa-
dar, South Waziristan (low-
er) and South Waziristan 
(upper). Furthermore, en-
vironmental samples tak-
en from Larkana, Rawal-
pindi and Mirpurkhas also 
contained poliovirus.

China’s top 
diplomat 
Wang to 
visit EU

DNA
Beijing: Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi will head 
to Europe next week to hold 
talks with counterparts from 
the European Union, Germa-
ny and France, Beijing said 
on Friday. China’s top diplo-
mat will meet with EU coun-
terpart Kaja Kallas at the 
bloc’s headquarters in Brus-
sels for “China-EU high-level 
strategic dialogue”, foreign 
ministry spokesman Guo 
Jiakun said. In Germany he 
will hold talks with Foreign 
Minister Johann Wadephul 
on diplomacy and security, 
and in France he will meet 
minister for Europe and for-
eign affairs Jean-Noel Barrot. 
In Brussels Wang will also 
hold talks with Belgium’s 
Prime Minister Bart De 
Wever and Deputy PM and 
Foreign Minister Maxime 
Prevot, Guo told a briefing 
announcing the trip.

Bulls stage 
comeback 
at PSX after 

National 
Assembly 

clears budget
KSE-100 Index 

climbs to an intraday 
high of 123,628.23, 

gaining 1,581.77 
points, or 1.3%

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The equity 
market opened higher on 
Friday as investor senti-
ment improved on renewed 
US-Pakistan trade ties and 
parliamentary approval of 
the federal budget. The Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange’s 
(PSX) benchmark KSE-100 
Index climbed to an intraday 
high of 123,628.23, gaining 
1,581.77 points, or 1.3%, and 
touched a low of 122,222.69, 
reflecting an uptick of 176.23 
points, or 0.14%, from the 
previous close of 122,046.46.
“Optimism is back owing 
to renewed US-Pakistan 
ties and macroeconomic 
rerating,” said independent 
investment and economic 
analyst AAH Soomro. “Val-
uations are attractive com-
pared to fixed income alter-
natives,” he added.
The National Assembly on 
Thursday approved the fed-
eral budget for FY2025–26, 
amounting to Rs17.57 trillion, 
after adopting amendments 
to the Finance Bill 2026. Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad 
Aurangzeb presented revi-
sions including changes to 
the Sales Tax Act, notably a 
clause empowering the fi-
nance committee to author-
ise arrests in cases of tax 
fraud above Rs50 million.
The bill also laid out a revised 
income tax structure for sala-
ried individuals. Incomes up 
to Rs600,000 remain tax-ex-
empt, while those between 
Rs600,000–1.2 million will 
be taxed at 1%. Fixed tax 
slabs apply to higher brack-
ets, scaling up to Rs346,000 
for incomes between Rs3.2 
million and Rs4.1 million.
In a boost to market sen-
timent, Pakistan and the 
United States are on track 
to conclude ongoing trade 
talks, with both sides ac-
tively exploring a Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement 
(PTA) aimed at boosting 
reciprocal market access 
and strengthening bilateral 
trade. The finance minis-
ter held a virtual meeting 
with US Commerce Sec-
retary Howard Lutnick on 
Tuesday to discuss tariff 
arrangements. According 
to an official announcement 
following the meeting, both 
sides expressed confidence 
in concluding the trade ne-
gotiations at the earliest.

Field Marshal calls for 
inter-institution unity

This interaction with the COAS formed part of a broader national initiative 
aimed at strengthening institutional synergy and deepening mutual 

understanding between Pakistan's civil and military leadership

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Syed Asim 
Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS), engaged with the probationary of-
ficers of the 52nd Common Training Pro-

gram (CTP) of the Civil Services Academy 
during a session held at the Army Audito-
rium. The probationary officers of the Civ-
il Services Academy remained attached 
with the formations of Pakistan Army at 
peace time locations and operational are-
as of Kashmir, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 

Balochistan. These officers gained rich 
experience of the three services during 
various interactions and visits.
This interaction with the COAS formed 
part of a broader national initiative aimed 
at strengthening institutional synergy and 
deepening mutual understanding between 

Pakistan’s civil and military leadership.
In his address, the Field Marshal spoke on 
a range of critical issues, including national 
security imperatives, prevailing internal and 
external challenges, and the pivotal role of 
the Pakistan Armed Forces in preserving 
regional peace and national stability. He 
underscored the imperative of inter-institu-
tional cohesion, mutual respect, and unified 
national purpose in advancing Pakistan’s 
strategic and developmental objectives.
The Chief of Army Staff further highlighted 
the indispensable role of a capable, trans-
parent, and service-driven civil bureaucracy 
within the architecture of state governance. 
He urged the young officers to embody the 
highest standards of integrity, professional-
ism, and patriotic commitment in the fulfill-
ment of their responsibilities to the nation.
The CTP participants expressed deep appre-
ciation for the opportunity to engage with the 
senior military leadership and gain first-hand 
insight into the Pakistan Army Leadership’s 
strategic vision, operational readiness, and 
its multifaceted contributions to national re-
silience and development. The visit conclud-
ed with an interactive question-and-answer 
session, reflecting a spirit of constructive 
dialogue, shared responsibility, and collective 
dedication to Pakistan’s enduring progress.
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Most Gaza 
families 

survive on one 
meal a day

UNITED NATIONS: Most families in the Gaza Strip are sur-
viving on one meal a day and one-third go entire days without 
eating as a result of Israel’s continued bombardment of the 
enclave, according to the UN WFP and partners. The meals 
which families are able to obtain are nutritiously poor — thin 
broths, lentils or rice, one piece of bread or sometimes just a 
combination of herbs and olive oil known as duqqa, WFP said. 
Adults are routinely skipping meals in order to leave 
more for children, the elderly and the ill. And still, on 
average since January, 112 children have been admitted 
on a daily basis for acute malnutrition.   “[When my chil-
dren wake up at night hungry] I tell them ‘Drink water 
and close your eyes.’ It breaks me. I do the same – drink 
water and pray for morning,” as one parent said. 
Due to these extreme food shortages, people in Gaza are 
forced to risk their lives on a daily basis to access small 
amounts of food. Since 27 May, 549 Palestinians have been 
killed and 4,066 have been injured trying to access food, 
according to the Ministry of Health (MoH) in Gaza.

“The majority of casualties have been shot or shelled trying to 
reach US-Israeli distribution sites purposefully set up in milita-
rized zones,” said Johnathan Whittall, head of office for the UN 
humanitarian affairs agency, OCHA, in the Occupied Palestin-
ian Territories.  Since the end of May, the US-Israeli backed 
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) has been distributing aid 
in Gaza, bypassing the UN and established NGOs.
The UN has said Palestinians who seek aid from the GHF 
face threats of gunfire, shelling and stampedes.
“We don’t want to be out there. But what choice do we 
have? Our kids cry for food. We don’t sleep at night. We 
walk, wait, and hope we come back,” one Palestinian told 
WFP. Protracted conflict and bombardment have pushed 
almost all service systems in Gaza to the brink.
As a result of fuel shortages, only 40 per cent of drinking 
water facilities are functional and 93 per cent of households 
face water insecurity. The fuel shortage is also negatively 
affecting the provision of medical services with medical 
equipment and medicine storage reliant on electricity.
For the first time since the resumption of limited aid entry 
on 19 May, nine trucks containing medical items offloaded 
supplies on the Israeli side of the Kerem Shalom crossing 
on Wednesday. Since the resumption of Israeli bombard-
ment in Gaza on 18 March after a 42-day ceasefire, over 
684,000 Palestinians have been displaced. And for almost 
all of them, this is not the first time. With over 82 per cent 
of Gaza either designated as an Israeli militarized zone or 
under a displacement order, there are few places — much 
less safe places — that the newly displaced can go.
They have been forced to take shelter in overcrowded dis-
placement camps, makeshift shelters, damaged buildings 
and sometimes just on open streets. Schools are no longer 
buildings of learning but of shelter. –Agencies

Experts continue 
arguing over damage 
to Iran’s nuclear sites
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump has refuted 
leaked reports from his own Defence Intelligence Agency 
that the American bombing of Iran’s nuclear facilities this 
past weekend had done only minimal damage, and that the 
Iranians had been able to move uranium from the sites be-
fore the strikes. “Nothing was taken out of [the] facility,” 
Trump wrote on Truth Social on Thursday, adding it “would 
take too long, too dangerous, and very heavy and hard to 
move!” This followed a statement late Wednesday by CIA 
Director John Ratcliffe, who said “credible intelligence” 
showed Iran’s nuclear sites at Natanz, Fordow and Isfahan 
had been severely damaged and that it would take years — 
not months — to rebuild several key facilities.
Ratcliffe’s statement, which he said was partially based on 
new intelligence from a “historically reliable and accurate 
source,” was the latest drop of information meant to bol-
ster the U.S. argument that the airstrikes have crippled 
Iran’s ability to build a nuclear weapon. 
In a live address to the nation on Saturday in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the strikes, Trump proclaimed Iran’s key 
nuclear enrichment facilities were “completely and totally 
obliterated.” U.S. Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth said 
at a press conference Thursday that President Trump’s 
‘decisive military action’ ended the ‘12-day war’ between 
Israel and Iran. The conference followed  reports suggest-
ing the damage was not as extensive as the Trump admin-
istration had been claiming. In the confusing, tumultuous 
debate around the extent of the damage to the nucle-
ar sites, a larger question looms: just where is Iran’s 
enriched uranium now?, It was pointed out. Gaukhar 
Mukhatzhanova, a programme director at the Vienna 
Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, says it’s 
unclear what has become of Iran’s 400 kilograms of ura-
nium enriched at 60 per cent. – Agencies


