
Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Power Divi-
sion has introduced the Power Smart App 
under the “Apna Meter, Apni Reading” initi-
ative to make electricity consumers direct-
ly part of the system and promote transpar-
ency in the billing process. The App was 
formally launched by Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday, said 
the spokesperson of the power division.
The app enables consumers to take a pho-
tograph of their electricity meter on a spec-
ified date and upload it to the App. Based 
on this user-submitted image, monthly 
electricity bills will be generated—offering 
a technological response to long-stand-
ing issues such as overbilling, reading 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif meets former PML N leader 
Ch. Nisar Ali Khan, at his residence. – DNA

The app enables consumers to take a photograph of 
their electricity meter on a specified date and upload 

it to the App. Based on this user-submitted image, 
monthly electricity bills will be generated

Briefs

Two fugitives
wanted by Pak

nabbed in Spain

Centreline report

ISLAMABAD: Spanish authorities have arrested two fu-
gitives wanted by Pakistan in cases related to terrorism, 
murder, and abduction for ransom following the issuance 
of Interpol’s red notice, interior ministry said on Sunday.
The proclaimed offenders will be handed over to Pakistan 
after formal formalities, the ministry’s spokesperson said, 
adding that one of the accused, Nawazish Ali Hunjra, was 
wanted in 23 cases of terrorism, murder, abduction for ran-
som, and others. Furthermore, the second fugitive arrest-
ed in Spain was Haroon Iqbal. Iqbal was also wanted by 
Pakistani authorities in several cases, the statement added.
This development came after Minister of State for Inte-
rior Talal Chaudhry’s recent visit to Spain where he met 
his counterpart, Fernando Grande-Marlaska.
During the visit, Chaudhry sought action on the red 
notices issued against dozens of suspects.
Speaking on the development, Minister Talal Chaudhry 
thanked the Spanish government and Interior Minister 
Marlaska for their prompt action and cooperation.

He expressed confidence that this success marks the 
beginning of a broader crackdown on fugitives who flee 
Pakistan to avoid legal consequences.
“This is a major step forward in our commitment to 
justice. I am grateful to the Spanish authorities for un-
derstanding the gravity of the situation and taking swift 
action. We hope to see the remaining fugitives arrested 
and extradited soon,” said Chaudhry in a statement.
Legal proceedings are now underway to facilitate the 
extradition of the arrested individuals to Pakistan, 
where they will face trial under the country’s anti-ter-
rorism and criminal laws.
Pakistan has long been seeking the arrest and extradi-
tion of 38 fugitives from Spain, most of whom are want-
ed in serious criminal and terrorism-related cases.
These individuals had managed to evade justice for 
years, exploiting legal loopholes and a lack of coordina-
tion between international enforcement agencies.
The development is being hailed as a milestone in inter-
national law enforcement cooperation, and a sign that 
Pakistan is intensifying efforts to bring back criminals 
who have found refuge abroad.

This development came after Minister of State 
for Interior Talal Chaudhry’s recent visit to Spain 
where he met his counterpart, Fernando Grande-

Marlaska Nawazish Ali, Haroon Iqbal “wanted 
in high-profile cases of terrorism, murder”

Iranian army  
Chief talks to 
Field Marshal  
Asim Munir

The two military leaders 
emphasized strengthening 

ties between their 
armed forces

Dna
TeHRAN: The Chief of 
General Staff of the Irani-
an Armed Forces, Major 
General Seyed Abdul Ra-
him Mousavi, held a tele-
phone conversation with 
Pakistan’s Field Marshal 
General Syed Asim Munir, 
on Sunday to discuss bilat-
eral defense cooperation 
and regional security.
According to Iranian 
news agency, the two mil-
itary leaders emphasized 
strengthening ties between 
their armed forces and 
enhancing joint efforts to 
combat terrorism and en-
sure stability in the region. 
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China ‘rolls 
over’ $3.4bn 

loans to 
Pakistan

Foreign loans, particularly 
from China, vital for 
stabilising Pakistan’s 

depleted foreign 
exchange reserves

Dna
BeIJING: China has rolled 
over $3.4 billion in loans 
to Pakistan, which together 
with other recent commer-
cial and multilateral lending 
will boost Pakistan’s foreign 
exchange reserves to $14 
billion, a finance ministry 
source said on Sunday.
Beijing rolled over $2.1 
billion, which has been in 
Pakistan’s central bank’s 
reserves for the last three 
years, and refinanced 
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T He re-
cent Su-
p r e m e 

Court decision 
regarding the 
distribution of 
reserved seats 
in the National 
Assembly has 
sent shockwaves 

across Pakistan’s political spectrum. 
By denying Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) its share of reserved seats and di-
recting that these be distributed among 
other political parties, the apex court 
verdict appears to have shifted the bal-
ance of parliamentary power .
With this verdict, the ruling coalition—
comprising PML-N, PPP, and allied 
parties—is poised to gain a two-thirds 
majority in the National Assembly. This 
supermajority, made possible not by 
electoral strength but by judicial en-
dorsement, has been rightly labelled by 
many as an undemocratic, even unjust, 
outcome. Whether or not PTI fulfilled 
the legal prerequisites to claim these 
seats is beside the point; what matters 
is that the ruling parties, who them-
selves did not contest these seats, are 
now reaping the political dividends. 

This manufactured majority is not a re-
flection of the people’s mandate—it is 
a result of ‘judicial engineering’, and it 
will have long-lasting consequences for 
Pakistan’s political landscape.
This decision is a glaring example of 
how state institutions, instead of playing 
a neutral role, have once again appeared 
to side with the powers that be. In this 
case, the ruling elite and the establish-
ment seem to be the ultimate benefi-
ciaries, while democracy lies ‘bruised 
and battered’. Indeed, Pakistan has nev-
er enjoyed a fully functional democrat-
ic system, but the small semblance of 
representative governance that did exist 
has now been severely undermined.
Let us be candid. The PTI government 
during its tenure failed on multiple 
fronts. Governance was chaotic, corrup-
tion reached record levels, and institu-
tional dysfunction grew exponentially. 
PTI failed to live up to its lofty promises 
and instead indulged in political vendet-
tas, poor policymaking, and an overall 
disregard for consensus-building. But 
does that justify the unprecedented 
crackdown on the party after its fallout 
with the establishment? Absolutely not.
The way PTI has been marginalized—its 
leaders jailed, its members coerced into 
disassociating from the party, and now, 
its rightful political space usurped—is 
not just troubling; it is dangerous. This 
appears to be a punishment not for in-
competence, but for disobedience. PTI’s 

real crime was refusing to toe the line, 
to continue playing puppet.
The current ruling alliance appears 
powerful on the surface. With the judi-
ciary’s decision gifting them enhanced 
parliamentary strength, they now 
wield near-absolute authority. But this 
power is conditional, fragile, and tem-
porary. History tells us that the mo-
ment this “same page” narrative with 
the establishment fades, the very pow-
ers that elevated them will become 
their undoing. We have seen this cycle 
repeat with the PML-N, PPP, and now 
PTI. The question is: for how long will 
this vicious cycle continue?
This institutionalized power game is 
crippling the country. It has distorted 
the foundations of governance, hol-
lowed out democratic institutions, and 
left the common citizen disillusioned 
and disenfranchised. With each pass-
ing day, poverty grows, corruption 
festers, and the gap between the rul-
ers and the ruled widens. The state 
appears more interested in maintain-
ing its internal power equilibrium than 
addressing the needs of its people. It 
is a shameful reality that we continue 
to celebrate IMF bailouts as achieve-
ments, rather than confronting the root 
causes of our economic dependence.
The ruling elite seems disconnected 
from the ground realities. Inflation is 
choking the masses, public services 
are deteriorating, and lawlessness is 

spreading. Yet, the corridors of pow-
er remain preoccupied with political 
maneuvering, rather than public wel-
fare. Governance has become a side-
show to the main drama of power con-
solidation and political survival.
This Supreme Court verdict has not 
just handed over a few parliamentary 
seats—it has fundamentally altered the 
political equation of the country. It has 
given legitimacy to a distorted electoral 
outcome and has validated the exclusion 
of one of the largest political parties 
from the democratic process. The con-
sequences of this will be far-reaching. 
It may create a short-term political sta-
bility for the ruling alliance, but it will 
do so at the cost of long-term national 
cohesion and democratic development.
Pakistan’s democratic journey has al-
ways been fraught with interruptions, 
but never before has the erosion been 
so systemic, so institutional, and so 
unapologetic. If the political class 
does not unite to resist this ongoing 
decay, the very idea of representative 
democracy will be rendered meaning-
less. What is needed now is not just an 
outcry from civil society and political 
commentators, but a serious intro-
spection by all stakeholders—including 
the judiciary and the establishment—
on the damage being done to the con-
stitutional order of the country.
It is time to ask ourselves: What kind 
of Pakistan are we building? One where 

power is determined not by the ballot 
but by boardroom deals? One where 
judicial decisions tilt political fortunes? 
One where parties that challenge the 
status quo are decimated through 
non-political means? If this trajectory 
continues, then we are hurtling toward 
authoritarianism, whether civil or mili-
tary, masked in democratic attire.
There is no doubt that PTI made grave 
mistakes during its tenure. It alienat-
ed allies, mishandled the economy, 
and eroded institutional trust. But 
political mistakes should be corrected 
through the democratic process—not 
by sidelining an entire party through 
legal, administrative, and coercive 
tools. Democracy demands inclusion, 
competition, and accountability. What 
we are witnessing is exclusion, manip-
ulation, and repression.
In conclusion, the Supreme Court 
decision on reserved seats may have 
resolved a legal question, but it has 
opened a moral and political wound. 
The judiciary may have thought it was 
interpreting the constitution, but in 
doing so, it has added fuel to the fire 
of political polarization. This verdict, 
rather than being a triumph of law, will 
be remembered as a setback for dem-
ocratic ideals. The road ahead for Pa-
kistan appears even more uncertain, 
and unless corrective steps are taken 
soon, the dream of a democratic, pros-
perous Pakistan will remain elusive.

Apex court verdict: democracy in the dock

Diplomacy bears fruit

From Proxy to Open War
How Israel-Iran’s shadow 
conflict ignited the region

analysis

aBDul Waheeh Khan

F OR years, Israel and Iran waged 
a hidden war—a conflict fought 
through cyberattacks, covert assas-

sinations, and proxy militias across the 
Middle east. By 2025, that shadow war 
erupted into direct confrontation. This 
was no sudden explosion, but the inevita-
ble result of unchecked strategic ambition, 
critical miscalculations, and diplomatic 
failure. Both sides overestimated their de-
terrence capabilities, pushing boundaries 
until the line between proxy warfare and 
open conflict vanished entirely.
Israel, emboldened by unconditional West-
ern support, escalated extraterritorial 
strikes—sabotaging nuclear sites, targeting 
Iranian personnel, and framing its actions 
as “defensive” while entrenching military 
dominance. Iran, meanwhile, expanded 
its proxy networks, leveraging them for 
influence while evading direct accounta-
bility. Its strategy blurred the line between 
self-defense and destabilization.
Gradually, aggression intensified. Israel ex-
panded operations beyond its borders; Iran 
shifted from covert deterrence to overt re-
taliation, launching drone strikes and mari-
time attacks. With diplomacy absent, tit-for-

tat reprisals spiraled into all-out war—likely 
beyond either side’s original intent.
Contrary to simplistic narratives, neither 
was purely reactive. Israel deliberately 
escalated, confident it could control the 
fallout—a fatal misjudgment. The region, 
already fragile from shifting U.S. priorities, 
Arab-Israeli normalization, and Iran’s ex-
panding influence, was pushed to the brink.
When rockets struck Tel Aviv, Israel re-
sponded with overwhelming force—un-
leashing its full arsenal on Gaza, one of the 
world’s most densely populated and impov-
erished territories. entire neighborhoods 
were erased. Infrastructure collapsed. Hu-
manitarian corridors were blocked. Tens 
of thousands perished—mostly women and 
children—buried under rubble or killed in 
strikes on homes, shelters, and hospitals.
Beirut, too, faced Israeli airstrikes, but Gaza 
bore the weight of total war. The asymmetry 
was undeniable: Israel endured disruption; 
Gaza faced annihilation. Civilians—trapped, 
besieged, with nowhere to flee—became the 
primary casualties. The distinction between 
battlefield and home vanished. As borders 
dissolved and proxy fronts collapsed, the 
region descended into chaos. Palestinians 
suffered most, but Lebanese, Syrians, and 
Israelis were also swept into the storm. 
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Shehbaz Sharif 
woos Ch. Nisar 
back in PML N

Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif visited senior 
political leader Chaudhry Nisar Ali 
Khan at his residence on Saturday. 
During the meeting, the Prime Min-
ister inquired after Chaudhry Nisar’s 
well-being and expressed good wishes 
for his health The two leaders also ex-
changed views on the prevailing nation-
al and international political situation. 
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Crackdown 
against Swat 

River side
construction

shaMiM shahiD

SWAT: The district admin-
istration in Swat on Sunday 
launched a large-scale op-
eration to demolish illegal 
structures along the Swat 
River in a bid to restore the 
river’s natural flow.
The local administration 
swung into action following 
the tragic incident in which 
17 people were swept away 
during a picnic along the 
Swat River due to a sudden 
surge in water. The fatalities 
in the incident on Sunday 
rose to 12 after the body of a 
child was recovered from the 
river in Charsadda, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. According 
to Rescue 1122 Swat, the 
child’s body, swept away by 
floodwaters in the Swat Riv-
er, was found downstream 
in another district. Mean-
while, the restaurant own-
ers staged a protest on the 
Fizagat Bypass Road against 
the anti-encroachment op-
eration and blocked traffic.

Forces kill 
two outlaws 
in Duki Distt
Two security personnel 
embrace martyrdom in 

Lakki Marwat blast

Dna
RAWALPINDI: On 28 June 
2025, security forces con-
ducted an intelligence 
based operation in Duki 
District of Balochistan, on 
reported presence of ter-
rorists belonging to Indian 
proxy, Fitna al Hindustan. 
During the conduct of op-
eration, own forces effec-
tively engaged the Indian 
sponsored terrorists’ loca-
tion, and after an intense 
fire exchange, two Indian 
sponsored terrorists were 
sent to hell, while two ter-
rorists were apprehended.  
Weapons, ammunition 
and explosives were also 
recovered from the Indi-
an sponsored terrorists, 
who remained actively in-
volved in numerous terror-
ist activities in the area.

‘Power Smart App’ 
to curb overbilling,
billing transparency

PM Shehbaz launches
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Govt scraps PTV fee 
from the electricity 
bills: PM Shehbaz
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Topuria bags 
first round 
knockout
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President issues notification

Justice Sarfraz Dogar 
IHC senior-most judge
Law Ministry's notification states judges' transfer 

to IHC was made on "permanent basis"
 

Court reporter 
ISLAMABAD: In the latest development in 
the ongoing legal saga related to the senior-
ity issue and transfer of judges, President 
Asif Ali Zardari has notified Justice Sarfraz 
Dogar as the senior-most judge of the Is-
lamabad High Court — who is already serv-
ing as the IHC's acting chief justice.
The notification issued by the Ministry of 
Law and Justice, dated June 27, is in line with 
the Supreme Court's June 19 order wherein a 
five-member bench had dismissed pleas filed 
against the transfer of judges from three high 

courts to the IHC and 
termed them as being 
constitutional while al-
lowing Justice Dogar 
to continue to work as 
IHC's acting CJ.
The Justice Muham-
mad Ali Mazhar-led 
bench had announced 
its verdict in response to petitions filed by 
five IHC judges, the Karachi Bar Associa-
tion (KBA), the IHC Bar Association, and 
others against the transfer of Justice Sarfraz 
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nazir siyal

KARACHI: In a startling 
revelation, the Auditor Gen-
eral of Pakistan has raised 
serious concerns over Pa-
kistan International Air-
lines’ (PIA) appointment 
of a senior cargo official 
to lead its Medical Servic-
es Department—bypassing 
long-standing requirements 
for medical qualifications 
and aviation health exper-
tise. According to the of-
ficial audit report for the 
period 2022–2024, PIA ap-
pointed Mr. Tariq Hussain 
Khan, formerly General 
Manager (GM) Cargo, won 

the role of GM Medical 
Services. The position was 
historically held by a Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO)—a 
role requiring a special-
ized degree in Aviation 
Medicine and substantial 
clinical experience.
The audit highlights that 
PIA revised the eligibility 
criteria for this medically 
critical role in 2017, re-
moving the condition for 
a medical degree and in-
stead allowing candidates 
with a master’s or MBA to 
qualify. This change, the 
report argues, has dilut-
ed the medical integrity 
of the position and poses 
a risk to both passengers 

and crew.  “The decision 
to appoint a non-medical 
professional to a post that 
directly affects health cer-
tification, crew medical 
monitoring, and aviation 
safety is unjustified,” the 
report stated. The audi-
tors emphasized that such 
a move compromises in-
ternational aviation health 
compliance and liaison 
with airport and emergen-
cy medical facilities.
In response, the Auditor 
General has issued the fol-
lowing recommendations:
Restore the original post 
of Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO)
Realign the job description 

with international aviation 
medical standards
Re-evaluate Mr. Tariq Hus-
sain’s appointment based 
on relevant medical exper-
tise. ensure appointment 
of a qualified senior med-
ical professional without 
delay PIA Management 
Silent over the irregularity 
was officially communicat-
ed to PIA management on 
March 11, 2025. However, 
no formal response has 
been received. The audit 
warns that continued neg-
ligence in addressing the 
issue could damage PIA’s 
operational safety record 
and credibility at the inter-
national level. When con-

tacted, PIA spokesperson 
Mr. Abdullah Khan told 
this scribe that “There 
is no new appointment 
as such safety or harm 
passengers technically. 
The role is administra-
tive only, and Mr. Tariq 
Hussain will deal solely 
with internal administra-
tive affairs. He is already 
serving within the organ-
ization.” However, the 
Auditor General’s report 
disputes this explanation, 
arguing that the role of 
GM Medical Services di-
rectly oversees health-re-
lated matters and cannot 
be reduced to administra-
tive coordination alone.

AG accuses PIA Aviation medical safety 
standards with non-doctor in key role

Decoding Pakistan’s Budget

PIDE seminar highlights progress 
while calling for sharper reforms

 

dna

ISLAMABAD The Pakistan In-
stitute of Development econom-
ics (PIDe) hosted a high-profile 
seminar titled “Budget 2025–26: 
A Blueprint of the Nation’s Am-
bition” to unpack the federal 
budget’s promise, progress, 
and gaps. The seminar brought 
together policy experts, econ-
omists, and business leaders 
to evaluate whether the budget 
aligns with Pakistan’s aspirations 
for inclusive growth, resilience, 
and a knowledge-driven economy. 
Applauding Stabilization, Ques-
tioning Vision Opening the discus-
sion, Dr. Mahmood Khalid (PIDe) 
acknowledged the government’s 
efforts to stabilize the macroe-
conomic environment, control 
deficits, and improve investment 
confidence amidst global uncer-
tainty. However, he questioned 
whether the budget represents 
a transformative vision or re-
mains an accounting exercise. 
Dr. Khalid stressed that strate-
gic coherence, fiscal credibility, 
and transparency are essential to 
convert the macroeconomic sta-
bility into sustained development 
gains.  Revenue Strategy Needs 
Broadening, Not Burdening Dr. 
Ali Salman (PRIMe Institute) 
appreciated the government’s re-
alistic revenue targets but noted 
that relying heavily on raising ex-
isting tax rates burdens low- and 
middle-income households while 
discouraging business expansion. 
He recommended:  • 
Broad-based tax reforms targeting 
under-taxed sectors,  • 
Decentralization of fiscal authori-
ty to provinces and local govern-
ments, • Per formance - l inked 

budget allocations, • 
Simplified and predictable tax pol-
icy to reduce compliance burdens. 
Toward a Green, Digital economy
Safdar Sohail (SPRC) highlighted 
renewed attention to economic 
recovery but found the budget 
lacking in policy clarity for green 
growth and technology integra-
tion. He emphasized: the econ-
omy through green and circular 
economy policies, Leveraging AI 
and digitalization for productivity 
gains, expanding regional trade 
to diversify growth, Using the 
budget as a policy delivery tool for 
climate, competition, and service 
sector reforms. IMF Conditions: 

Navigating Constraints with Co-
ordination Dr. Hafsa Hina (PIDe) 
noted that while IMF-backed 
stabilization has created fiscal 
discipline, it has constrained 
long-term development planning. 
She warned of potential inflation 
due to global volatility, carbon 
taxation, and energy price adjust-
ments but remained optimistic 
if macroeconomic and structur-
al policies are well-coordinated. 
Business Climate Requires Con-
sistency
Mr. Qazi (ICMA Pakistan) empha-
sized the need for predictable and 
consistent policies to encourage 
private investment. Abrupt meas-

ures like e-invoicing, without ade-
quate preparation, add uncertain-
ty and costs. He advocated:
Linking tax policy with economic 
growth objectives, not just rev-
enue targets, empowering local 
governments for service delivery,
Gender- and wealth-responsive 
budgeting,  Strengthen-
ing institutional accountability to 
build trust. Creating a Free, Com-
petitive Market environment Rep-
resenting the Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Mr. 
Ramzan highlighted that high cor-
porate and sales tax rates, along-
side regulatory unpredictability, 
hinder investment and job crea-

tion. He urged:   Gradual, tar-
geted reforms to expand the tax 
base through technology, Policy 
stability to reduce the cost of do-
ing business,  A freer, more 
competitive environment to foster 
entrepreneurship and exports. 
Key Takeaways: From Stability to 
Sustained Reform
The seminar acknowledged the 
government’s commitment to 
macroeconomic stabilization and 
prudent fiscal management but 
emphasized that stability is a step-
ping stone, not the final goal. Pa-
kistan needs to leverage this sta-
bility to drive structural reforms 
and a clear development vision.

PBM chief  vows to 
empower underprivileged

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) Manag-
ing Director (MD) Senator 
Capt (R) Shaheen Khalid 
Butt reaffirmed the insti-
tution’s resolve to combat 
poverty through inclusive 
policies, emphasizing tar-
geted efforts in education, 
healthcare and economic 
empowerment to uplift 
marginalized communities 
nationwide. Talking to APP, 
he reiterated the institu-
tion’s transformative role 
in combating poverty and 
restoring human dignity 
across the country. Since 
its inception in 1991—under 
the vision of then-Prime 
Minister Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif and inspired 
by Mian Muhammad Sha-
rif—PBM has grown into a 

robust welfare institution, 
extending its reach to all 
166 districts of Pakistan.
The MD highlighted that 
PBM’s child welfare ef-
forts include operating 160 
Child Labor Rehabilitation 
Schools and 41 Pakistan 
Sweet Homes. These facil-
ities not only provide edu-
cation and emotional sup-
port but also offer children 
the opportunity to reclaim 
their childhood in safe, nur-
turing environments. The 
Orphan and Widow Support 
Program ensures month-
ly stipends to families of 
school-going orphans, while 
free cochlear implant sur-
geries help children with 
hearing impairments re-
discover the world around 
them. To uplift women 
economically and socially, 

PBM runs 165 Women em-
powerment Centers across 
the country, providing skill-
based vocational training 
aimed at enabling financial 
independence. In the health 
sector, PBM supports criti-
cal medical treatments for 
impoverished patients and 
offers rehabilitation initia-
tives for persons with disa-
bilities.
For youth advancement, 
scholarships and sponsor-
ships are provided to de-
serving students, helping 
bridge financial barriers 
to education and technical 
training. In addition to this, 
mobile food vans distribute 
hot meals to the destitute 
and homeless, while shel-
ters offer safety and sup-
port to those in dire circum-
stances.—APP

Urgent reforms  needed to  
protect Northern tourism

ISLAMABAD:The recent heart-wrenching loss of a family from Sialkot, swept away by the roaring waters of the Swat River 
during what should have been a leisurely summer outing, has once again cast a harsh spotlight on tourist safety in northern 
Pakistan. Pakistan tourism packages Just weeks earlier, four young friends from Gujrat, Wasif Shahzad, Umar ehsan, Salman 
Nasrullah Sandhu, and Usman, vanished when their white Honda Civic plunged into a ravine near Astak Nallah on May 16. 
Their social media posts from Hunza brimmed with excitement, but the wreckage was only discovered on May 24, ending 
eight agonizing days of desperate hope for their families. These heartbreaking incidents reflect a growing and deeply alarming 
pattern on northern Pakistan’s mountain highways. In Gilgit-Baltistan alone, Rescue 1122 and local police report nearly 1,500 
road accidents annually on high-risk routes such as Gilgit–Skardu, Jaglot–Skardu, and the Karakoram Highway. These roads, 
unfortunately, claim dozens of precious lives each summer.
Northern tourism, once hailed as a lifeline with a projected value of $16 billion in 2022 and the potential to double by 2033, 
is now colliding with a deadly infrastructure deficit. The Swat and Gilgit tragedies underscore how breathtaking landscapes 
can hide life-threatening gaps: narrow, eroding roads with no guardrails, long stretches of mobile network dead zones, and 
under-resourced rescue services often unable to reach victims in time. If Pakistan is serious about its tourism ambitions, par-
ticularly in the northern regions, immediate steps are essential. These include upgrading road safety infrastructure with proper 
signage, seasonal controls, guardrails, and pre-season audits. Telecom providers must be encouraged to form public–private 
partnerships for deploying interim mobile coverage along key tourist routes well before 2026. emergency response services 
like Rescue 1122 need permanent outposts, helicopter landing zones, and fast-response teams stationed near tourist hubs. 
Meanwhile, safety briefings, vehicle suitability checks, and optional route permits could help ensure only properly equipped and 
experienced drivers venture into high-risk zones. The memories of the Swat family and the four young men from Gujrat must 
galvanize us, tourists, policymakers, telecom providers, and infrastructure planners, into collective action. Pakistan’s majestic 
northern frontier deserves to be celebrated, not feared. Turning these red flags into safeguards honors not only the lives lost, 
but the dreams of every traveler drawn to the beauty of the North. Pakistan’s tourism industry, while still emerging, holds im-
mense untapped potential. In 2024, top global destinations like the United States, Spain, the United Kingdom, and France each 
earned between $77 billion and $215 billion in international tourism revenue. By contrast, Pakistan earned only around 
$1.3 billion from foreign visitors in 2023, though projections suggest this could rise to $4 billion by the end of 2025. 
Despite its modest international earnings, tourism already contributes approximately 5.8% to Pakistan’s GDP and 
supports nearly 4.7 million jobs, thanks largely to domestic travel, which generates around $22 billion annually. 
A significant opportunity lies in Pakistan’s northern regions—Gilgit-Baltistan, Hunza, Swat, and Kaghan—home 
to some of the world’s most stunning landscapes and rich adventure tourism potential. —DNA
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the community. Our hospital is equipped with advanced diagnostic and treatment modalities, including
specialized OPD clinics, an urgent care unit, a modern radiology unit, well-equipped IPD rooms, operation
theatres, an on-site laboratory for precise diagnostics, dialysis services, and comfortable inpatient wards. We
are dedicated to providing quality, easily accessible, and patient-centred healthcare in a welcoming and
professional environment. 

NDMA warns of  
urban, flash floods 

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) on Sunday 
urged precautionary meas-
ures against potential flash 
floods in mountainous re-
gions and urban flooding in 
major cities, from June 29, 
to July 05, 2025, advising 
authorities to remain vigilant 
and the public to follow offi-
cial guidance. National emer-
gencies Operation Center 
(NeOC) of NDMA has issued 
multiple impact-based weath-
er alerts in view of expected 
widespread rain-wind/thun-
dershowers, accompanied by 
isolated heavy falls, across 
various regions of Pakistan 
from Sunday to Saturday 
next. Pakistan food deliv-
ery services According to 
NeOC anticipated significant 
rainfall activity in Kashmir, 
Northeast Punjab, Potohar 
region, Islamabad and Upper 
and Central parts of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa between June 
29 to July 03.
This may result in urban 
flooding in low-lying areas of 
Central Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, particularly in the cities 
of Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Nowshera, and Kohat.
In the Potohar region, includ-
ing Attock, Chakwal, Rawal-
pindi, and Islamabad, there 
is a high likelihood of urban 
flooding, especially during 
the nighttime hours from 
9:00 PM to 4:00 AM on June 
29. Rain emergencies may 
also occur in the low-eleva-
tion areas of North eastern 
Punjab, covering Jhelum, 
Mandi Bahauddin, Gujrat, 
Sialkot, Gujranwala, Narow-
al, and Lahore. Similarly, 
areas within Faisalabad and 
Sargodha Divisions may ex-
perience significant rainfall, 
increasing the risk of local-
ized flooding and rain-related 
emergencies.

NeOC has also cautioned 
against possible flash 
flooding in the northern 
parts including Hazara and 
Malakand Divisions in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, lower 
parts of Jhelum and Poonch 
Valleys in AJK, and the Pir 
Panjal range in northeastern 
Punjab. Low-level flooding is 
anticipated in River Kabul at 
Nowshera and its tributaries, 
along with medium flows in 
Swat River.
Similar low-level flows are 
expected downstream of 
Tarbela Dam and in the 
Chenab River at Khanki and 
Qadirabad. Additionally, flash 
floods are likely in tributaries 
and streams of River Chitral 
and Hunza, such as Kunjrab, 
Ghujerab, Kilik, Chapursan, 
and Shimshal Braldu Rivers. 
These conditions could lead 
to disruption of transporta-
tion in hilly and mountainous 
regions, landslides.—DNA

Another 
child’s body 

of Swat 
drowning 
incident 

recovered
PeSHAWAR: The body 
of another child who was 
swept away in the Swat 
flash flood has been recov-
ered from Charsadda, rais-
ing the total death toll to 14 
with one child still missing. 
According to rescue sourc-
es on Sunday, the body was 
identified as 11-year-old 
Daniyal from Mardan, who 
had been missing since the 
incident. Due to the condi-
tion of the body, identifica-
tion was initially difficult, 
but family members later 
confirmed it after being no-
tified by Swat authorities. 
Rescue 1122’s water res-
cue teams, under the su-
pervision of the District 
emergency Officer of Swat, 
continue their search op-
erations for the remaining 
missing child, who is re-
portedly from Sialkot.Dani-
yal’s funeral prayer was 
held at 3:00 PM in Nawan 
Kali.—APP

21 dead, 10 
injured in KP 
in rains, floods 
incidents so far
PeSHAWAR: The Provin-
cial Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA) Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa has released 
a report detailing the hu-
man and financial losses 
in the province caused by 
rains, floods/flash floods, 
and landslides. According 
to the report, since June 27 
till todate, various incidents 
caused by rains, strong 
winds, flash floods, and 
landslides have resulted in 
the deaths of 21 people and 
injuries to 10 others in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. Among 
the deceased are 7 men, 
5 women, and 9 children. 
The injured include 6 men, 
3 women, and 1 child. The 
report states that a total of 
57 houses were damaged 
due to the rains. As many 
as 51 were partially dam-
aged, while 6 were com-
pletely destroyed. These 
incidents occurred across 
multiple districts, including 
Swat, Abbottabad, Lower 
Chitral, Buner, Swabi, Kur-
ram, Charsadda, Malakand, 
Shangla, Lower Dir, and 
Torghar. Swat was reported 
as the most affected dis-
trict, with 14 deaths and 6 
injuries PDMA has directed 
the concerned district ad-
ministrations to immediate-
ly provide assistance to the 
affected families and en-
sure the best medical treat-
ment for the injured. —APP

No words can 
describe Swat 
tragedy: Asif

SIALKOT: Federal Minis-
ter for Defence Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif has said 
that there are no words to 
describe the Swat tragedy. 
He expressed these views 
while talking to the media 
after offering condolences to 
the families of those who lost 
their lives in the Swat trage-
dy, here in Daska today. He 
said that children drowned 
in front of their mother. “I 
have no words to talk about 
this tragedy, but there is no 
doubt that this is a break-
down of rescue and this is 
not the first incident, but 
before this, such incidents 
of failure of rescuers have 
happened there too. The res-
cuers came there, but they 
came empty-handed and 
then left because they did 
not have any equipment,” he 
added. The victims say that 
the officers against whom 
action had been taken should 
be recalled. “We will not take 
any action against them. All 
these people should be rein-
stated to their jobs.—APP

Operation 
against 

encroachment 
alongside River 

Swat started
PeSHAWAR: On the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister Ali 
Amin Gandapur, an indis-
criminate operation has been 
launched against encroach-
ments along the Swat River.
 According to the Chief Min-
ister’s spokesperson, Faraz 
Ahmad Mughal, the district 
administration, police and 
relevant departments are 
jointly participating in the 
operation. No leniency will 
be shown during the opera-
tion, and the actions against 
encroachments will be com-
pleted swiftly, he said. The 
spokesperson stated that ille-
gal mining along the river has 
been completely halted, and 
strict legal action will be tak-
en against all those responsi-
ble.—APP

CM orders 
to provide 
e-buses to 

South Punjab
LAHORe :Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif has issued clear in-
structions to prioritize the 
provision of electric buses 
to the districts of South 
Punjab, with a special focus 
on reaching remote and un-
derdeveloped areas.
Chairing a meeting to re-
view the Transport Depart-
ment’s progress, here on 
the other day,she reiterated 
her commitment to ensur-
ing equitable development 
across all regions of the 
province.
During the briefing, the 
Transport Department pre-
sented updates on ongoing 
and upcoming projects, 
particularly the electric bus 
initiative.
The CM stressed the need 
to break the long-stand-
ing pattern of introducing 
modern facilities only in 
major urban centers. She 
said that the government’s 
aim is to elevate rural are-
as to the same standard as 
big cities, ensuring equal 
access to modern trans-
port services for all.
In the first phase, 240 
electric buses will be dis-
tributed to 24 underdevel-
oped districts as a matter 
of priority. Between Au-
gust and October, an ad-
ditional 500 e-buses will 
be provided to Lahore, 
Faisalabad, Bahawalpur, 
Multan, and Rawalpindi. 
Furthermore, 600 more 
e-buses are scheduled to 
arrive in Punjab between 
November and December.
Under the Punjab Clean 
Air Program, 400 elec-
tric buses will also be de-
ployed in Lahore, Sheikhu-
pura, Nankana Sahib, and 
Kasur to promote environ-
mentally friendly transpor-
tation.—APP



Encroachments continue to take 
heavy toll on G 8 Markaz residents
The issue in G-8 is particularly emblematic. Once known for its wide roads and peaceful environment, the sector is now 
a haven for illegal businesses. Car showrooms — which should be operating from designated commercial areas — have 
occupied entire streets. In some cases, the main road lanes are reduced to single lanes due to double-parking. Work-

shops operate without licenses, flouting safety regulations and emitting fumes and noise pollution in residential areas

Mahnoor nasar 

ISLAMABAD,: Often 
praised for its serene beau-
ty, clean environment, and 
well-planned infrastruc-
ture, is increasingly losing 
its charm due to the un-
controlled spread of en-
croachments. Nowhere is 
this more evident than in 
Sector G-8 — once consid-
ered a peaceful residential 
neighborhood — which has 
now been transformed into 
a chaotic, congested zone, 
riddled with unauthorized 
car showrooms, vendors, 
and makeshift shops occu-
pying public spaces.
encroachments are not 
merely an eyesore; they 
pose serious challenges 
to law and order, traffic 
flow, pedestrian move-
ment, and the quality of 
life for residents. In G-8, 
the problem has reached 

alarming levels. Footpaths 
that are meant for pedes-
trians are now home to 
illegal car showrooms and 
workshops. Streets are 
clogged with double-parked 
vehicles, leaving no space 
for residents to park their 
own cars near their homes. 
With the pavements over-
run by business activity, 
women, children, and the 
elderly are forced to walk 
on roads, putting their safe-
ty at constant risk.
Local residents complain 
that they have repeatedly 
raised the issue with the 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) and Islam-
abad Traffic Police (ITP), 
but to no avail. Operations 
are occasionally conduct-
ed by the CDA’s enforce-
ment wing — bulldozers 
are brought in, makeshift 
structures are razed, and 
stern warnings are issued. 
However, within days, the 

same illegal setups reap-
pear. This recurring cycle 
has led many to allege 
that some CDA officials 
are complicit in this issue. 
Bribes are reportedly paid 
under the table, allowing 
encroachers to resume 
their activities after a token 
display of enforcement.
This isn’t just hearsay. Sev-
eral eyewitness accounts 
and media reports have 
pointed toward a well-estab-
lished nexus between some 
elements within the civic 
administration and those 
involved in illegal commer-
cial activities. The absence 
of lasting enforcement only 
strengthens this suspicion. 
Moreover, the traffic po-
lice, who should be actively 
involved in regulating vehi-
cle movement and ensuring 
parking laws are respected, 
appear to have turned a 
blind eye to the problem. In 
fact, their lack of proactive 

engagement has been one 
of the contributing factors 
to the unchecked growth of 
encroachments.
In contrast, Punjab has re-
cently undertaken a highly 
effective anti-encroach-
ment drive, particularly in 
cities like Lahore, Faisal-
abad, and Rawalpindi. Ille-
gal kiosks, constructions, 
and roadblocks have been 
removed, with the author-
ities reclaiming hundreds 
of kanals of public land. 
Importantly, this drive 
has shown consistency — 
something glaringly absent 
in Islamabad. The Punjab 
model involved not only 
removing encroachments 
but also ensuring they did 
not return. CCTV monitor-
ing, community reporting 
mechanisms, and penalties 
for repeat offenders were 
key to its success.
Citizens of Islamabad are 
now asking: why can’t the 

same be done in the fed-
eral capital? As the seat of 
the government, Islamabad 
should set a benchmark 
for urban cleanliness, or-
derliness, and rule of law. 
Unfortunately, the city now 
reflects a growing neglect, 
where short-term financial 
gains are prioritized over 
long-term civic health.
The issue in G-8 is par-
ticularly emblematic. Once 
known for its wide roads 
and peaceful environment, 
the sector is now a haven 
for illegal businesses. Car 
showrooms — which should 
be operating from designat-
ed commercial areas — have 
occupied entire streets. In 
some cases, the main road 
lanes are reduced to single 
lanes due to double-park-
ing. Workshops operate 
without licenses, flouting 
safety regulations and emit-
ting fumes and noise pollu-
tion in residential areas.

This state of affairs calls for 
an urgent, comprehensive 
response. Firstly, the CDA 
needs to take sustained ac-
tion — not just performative 
operations. A dedicated 
anti-encroachment task 
force should be formed 
with the authority to seal 
premises that repeatedly 
violate city laws. Addi-
tionally, CDA must intro-
duce digital transparency 
to reduce corruption. All 
enforcement activities 
should be publicly doc-
umented and regularly 
audited.
Secondly, the Islamabad 
Traffic Police must re-
vamp its enforcement 
strategy. Illegal parking, 
misuse of public roads 
for commercial purposes, 
and traffic disruptions 
should carry heavier pen-
alties. Collaboration be-
tween CDA, ITP, and local 
residents’ committees 

can help identify hotspots 
and prevent re-encroach-
ments. Thirdly, political 
will is essential. No oper-
ation can succeed unless 
backed by the top civic 
leadership and govern-
ment. Islamabad cannot 
be allowed to descend into 
the same urban chaos that 
plagues other major cit-
ies. It must live up to its 
reputation as a model city, 
both in planning and in 
practice. encroachments 
are a symptom of deep-
er administrative decay 
— corruption, inefficien-
cy, and lack of vision. To 
restore Islamabad to its 
former glory, the author-
ities must act decisively, 
transparently, and persis-
tently. Sector G-8 should 
not be the face of Islam-
abad’s urban future — it 
must become a symbol of 
reclaiming civic order and 
enforcing the rule of law.

Extreme heat 
threatens ocean 
ecosystems, port 

communities
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs, 
Muhammad Junaid Anwar 
Chaudhry has raised a se-
rious concern about the 
intensifying threat that ex-
treme heat poses to ocean 
ecosystems, coastal urban 
environments and port-de-
pendent communities.
In a statement on Sun-
day, the minister warned 
that the mounting heat is 
severely disrupting daily 
life in urban coastal areas, 
where dense populations, 
limited green spaces, and 
inadequate infrastructure 
amplify the impacts of ex-
treme weather.
“Our ports are the engines 
of national trade,” he said, 
“but the communities that 
support them cannot be 
left behind in our climate 
response. Building climate 
resilience starts by protect-
ing the lives and livelihoods 
of those living in our coastal 
zones.”
The Minister announced 
the launch of the “Port 
Community Climate Re-
silience Program,” a pilot 
initiative to be rolled out 
in select neighborhoods of 
Karachi and Gwadar. This 
program will engage local 
communities in shaping lo-
calized, sustainable climate 
solutions and improving 
public awareness.
He highlighted the ur-
gent need for coordinated 
responses to rising tem-
peratures. Stressing col-
laboration with regional 
friendly countries, the min-
ister called for joint scien-
tific research on the impact 
of warming sea surface tem-
peratures on marine biodi-
versity and human health.
He said that a comprehen-
sive national action plan 
would also be developed 
in coordination with pro-
vincial authorities, port 
administrations, and cli-
mate experts to prepare a 
series of immediate inter-
ventions, including urban 
greening projects.—APP

ISLAMABAD:  As heavy 
monsoon rains loom on the 
horizon, the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) 
has unveiled a sweeping 
contingency plan aimed at 
mitigating flash floods and 
safeguarding public life and 
infrastructure across Islam-
abad. The emergency meas-
ures—effective from July 1 to 
September 30, 2025—focus 
on rapid disaster response, 
critical infrastructure pre-
paredness, and public aware-
ness, CDA spokesperson 
Nawazish Ali Asim told APP 
on Sunday. He said a dedicat-
ed Flood Relief Cell under 
the CDA’s Directorate of 
emergency & Disaster Man-
agement (e&DM) will serve 
as the central hub for all mon-
soon-related emergencies. 
Residents can report flood 
incidents, blocked drains, or 
request rescue through help-
lines: 16, 1122, 051-9252842-

3 (for fire and rescue), and 
1334, 051-9213908 (for san-
itation issues). “Our priority 
is to minimize disruption 
and protect lives,” the CDA 
spokesperson said. “We urge 
citizens to cooperate with 
authorities and follow safe-
ty guidelines during heavy 
rainfall.” Led by Director 
e&DM Zafar Iqbal, with 
support from USAR Wing 
Head Muhammad Akram 
and Rescue Incharge Tariq 
Masood, specialized teams—
including urban search and 
rescue personnel, sniffer 
dogs, and sanitation crews—
have been mobilized for swift 
deployment in vulnerable 
zones. To reduce the risk of 
urban flooding, Asim said all 
relevant CDA departments 
have been instructed to clear 
stormwater drains, nullahs, 
and road gullies of debris 
before rainfall begins efforts 
also include inspecting sunk-

en graves in cemeteries to 
prevent collapse, removing 
wild vegetation and fallen 
trees obstructing water 
channels as well as monitor-
ing high-risk katchi abadis 
(informal settlements) and 
relocating residents living 
near flood-prone nullahs. 
Similarly, he said Capital 
Hospital and affiliated dis-
pensaries will remain on high 
alert, with emergency medi-
cal teams ready to respond. 
De-watering pumps, jet-suck 
machines, and heavy machin-
ery like shovels and loaders 
have been pre-positioned at 
strategic flood-prone sites. 
The electricity and Main-
tenance Directorate will 
ensure backup power sup-
plies and quick repairs to 
avoid prolonged outages, 
while coordination with 
IeSCO and Sui Northern 
Gas aims to ensure utility 
safety and continuity.—APP

Monsoon emergency Plan 
to avert flash floods
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Jaskol waterfall  
popular among tourists
ISLAMABAD: The captivating ‘Jaskol Waterfall’ in Chinari has gained widespread atten-
tion, becoming a favorite spot for both tourists and nature enthusiasts where its serene 
environment and stunning waterfall make it an ideal destination for anyone seeking to 
reconnect with nature. A special report by PTV News has recently highlighted Jaskol Wa-
terfall as one of Kashmir’s most awe-inspiring hidden gems. The segment, titled explore 
Kashmir, takes viewers on a visual journey through the stunning landscapes of the region, 
with Jaskol standing out as a must-visit spot for nature enthusiasts.  The report showcases 
the waterfall’s picturesque beauty, its growing popularity and the efforts being made to 
preserve its natural splendor, bringing the serene paradise to a wider audience. A local 
photographer who has been capturing the beauty of Jaskol for several years, shared his 
thoughts on the increasing tourism. We are proud to provide tourists with high-quality pho-
tographs that truly capture the essence of Jaskol. Despite the surge in visitors, we ensure 
that every shot reflects the untouched beauty of the waterfall, he said. Our services offer 
affordable rates, allowing tourists to take home a piece of Kashmir’s natural wonder,” he 
commented, highlighting the growing demand for professional photography at the site. 
Meanwhile, a local resident has urged the concerned authorities to consider leasing the 
land around Jaskol Waterfall for the development of a rest house, restaurant and other 
necessary tourist facilities. With the increasing number of tourists, we need basic ameni-
ties like rest houses and food outlets to make their visit more comfortable. Providing such 
facilities would not only improve the tourist experience but also boost the local economy. 
This place has the potential to be a key attraction for both domestic and international 
visitors,” he said, emphasizing the need for sustainable development in the region. In 
addition another local resident, praised Jaskol Waterfall as “Asia’s best-kept secret.” There 
is no place like Jaskol. The beauty of this waterfall is unparalleled its crystal-clear waters, 
surrounded by towering cliffs and lush greenery, make it an awe-inspiring sight. I have 
visited many natural spots across Asia, but Jaskol stands out as a true gem. If more 
people had access to it, this place would undoubtedly be ranked among the top natu-
ral wonders of the continent,” he said, proudly highlighting the region’s exceptional 
beauty. A tourist visiting further remarked, “Jaskol Waterfall is a hidden paradise and 
its beauty is beyond words, truly one of the most stunning places I’ve ever seen.—DNA

Over 16,000 personnel 
deployed to secure 

Majalis, processions
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police 
have finalized an extensive security plan for Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram, deploying over 16,000 personnel to ensure 
the safety of 181 religious gatherings (Majalis) and 965 pro-
cessions across the federal capital. 
A public relations officer told APP on Sunday that the plan 
was formally approved by Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, after a detailed review, 
while DIG Muhammad Jawad Tariq has been tasked with 
supervising its implementation.He said that over 16,000 
personnel from Islamabad Police, Pakistan Rangers, Lady 
Police, Traffic Police, and the Special Branch will be de-
ployed to maintain law and order during the month of Mu-
harram. The security deployment aims to ensure the peace-
ful conduct of 181 Majalis and 965 processions scheduled 
in various sectors of Islamabad. DIG Tariq has issued strict 
directions to all Zonal SPs, SDPOs, and SHOs to maintain 
close liaison with the organizers of Majalis and peace com-
mittees. They have been instructed to ensure cooperation 
in maintaining security and to secure the routes of all pro-
cessions. He said that walkthrough gates and metal detec-
tors will be installed at the entry and exit points of all Maja-
lis and processions, while participants will be professionally 
checked by police officials. Peace committees have been 
asked to assist in identifying participants and ensuring no 
unknown persons are allowed to stay inside worship places.  
DIG Tariq emphasized the importance of clearing bushes 
and improving lighting arrangements around worship plac-
es, in coordination with relevant departments. Patrolling has 
also been enhanced, and commando vehicles will be deployed 
in sensitive areas. DIG said that special focus will be placed on 
traffic arrangements to ensure smooth vehicular flow across 
the city. Parking areas will be set up at a safe distance from the 
main procession routes, with strict security checks in place. 
DIG Tariq said that rooftops of buildings along procession 
routes will be covered by police officials, while special ar-
rangements have been made for female gatherings with 
the deployment of Lady Police officers. —DNA
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AIOU begins 
admission 

semester 2025 
from July 01

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) 
is set to open admissions 
for the Autumn 2025 se-
mester from Tuesday( July 
1) across the country.  Ac-
cording to a press release, 
the admissions will cover 
a wide range of academic 
programs from Matricula-
tion to PhD level. A major 
highlight of this semester 
is the launch of 17 new 
and modern Associate De-
gree programs. These have 
been carefully designed to 
align with current academic 
trends and evolving market 
demands, ensuring that 
students are equipped with 
relevant and practical skills. 
Admissions will be offered 
through both Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) 
as well as Face-to-Face pro-
grams. Detailed information 
regarding all programs, in-
cluding prospectuses and on-
line admission forms, will be 
available on the university’s 
official website: www.—APP

Plots to sabotage solar 
 industry are in motion

 

ISLAMABAD: Shahid Rashid Butt, a prominent business 
leader and former president of the Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce, has raised concerns by alleging that some poli-
cymakers are actively working to dismantle Pakistan’s rising 
solar energy sector.  He emphasized that the urgency of this 
situation cannot be overstated as some policies are a clear in-
dication of the loyalty of top officials to the agenda of IPPs 
(Independent Power Producers) and a concerted effort to de-
stroy public investment in clean energy. Speaking to traders 
and industrialists, Shahid Rashid Butt highlighted the plight of 
the citizens. He pointed out that the citizens were first humili-
ated through artificial hikes in electricity prices, which forced 
many to take loans to pay utility bills. When people turned to 
solar systems for survival, they are now being punished for 
that choice. This is not just an assault on the growth of solar 
energy but also a direct attack on citizens’ right to affordable en-
ergy. Shahid Rashid Butt said that frequent changes in net meter-
ing regulations, unjustified taxes on solar equipment, and import 
hurdles are all part of a systematic plan designed to force con-
sumers back into dependency on overpriced electricity.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Tourists Families are enjoying at Dino Valley Park, although people from across the 
country  visit state of the art tourists destination.



TwIN CITIES IslamabadPOST04

 IMran GhaznavI
 

W ITHIN the confines of 
strategic communica-
tion war rooms, where 

perception is often a more pow-
erful currency than policy, a 
fundamental reality is acknowl-
edged by all practitioners: prop-
aganda is no longer a tool of the 
past. It is alive, sophisticated, 
and embedded in every platform 
where public opinion takes shape.
Today, the battle for truth and 
trust is waged not in newspaper 
columns or public squares but 
across screens, on social media, 
through digital influencers, and 

often, via invisible actors with 
precise agendas. At the heart of 
these operations lie five power-
ful psychological levers known 
as the ‘pullers of propaganda’: 
emotion, Identity, Repetition, 
Simplicity, and Authority.
These pullers, drawn from 
historical precedents but per-
fected in the digital age, are 
strategically employed to engi-
neer consent, incite division, 
and delegitimize institutions. 
As a strategic communication 
specialist observing the trends 
across South Asia and beyond, 
I have seen these pullers weap-
onized with chilling effective-
ness, particularly in disinforma-
tion campaigns targeting state 
institutions and the establish-
ment of Pakistan 1. emotion: 
The Raw Nerve emotion is the 
most direct pathway to influ-
ence. Modern propaganda does 
not begin with facts; it begins 
with feelings. Whether it’s fear, 
anger, hope, or hatred, emo-
tional appeals override critical 
thinking. Campaigns that seek 
to undermine trust in institu-
tions often do so by fueling 
outrage, highlighting alleged 
betrayals, injustices, or exis-

tential threats. 
One need only look at the rise 
of virally circulated, emotion-
ally charged content which is 
often misleading or fabricated, 
to understand how emotion be-
comes the ignition switch for 
widespread misinformation.
2. Identity: Us vs. Them
Propaganda flourishes when 
it exploits identity. By empha-
sizing ethnic, political, or ide-
ological divisions, it cultivates 
a landscape where polarization 
is not just accepted but encour-
aged. Messages are tailored to 
specific groups, reinforcing in-
ternal cohesion while demoniz-
ing the perceived ‘other.’
In Pakistan, identity-based nar-
ratives are regularly manipulat-
ed to provoke unrest or disillu-
sionment among citizens. These 
are not organic expressions of 
sentiment but manufactured 
campaigns that feed off identity 
fault lines.
3. Repetition: The echo effect
What is repeated becomes famil-
iar, and what is familiar is often 
accepted as truth. That is the 
logic behind the third puller rep-
etition. Digital platforms enable 
coordinated repetition at scale. 

A malicious claim, once posted, 
is echoed by bots, influencers, 
and fake accounts until it ap-
pears omnipresent.
Repeated disinformation tar-
geting the judiciary, military, 
and civil bureaucracy of Paki-
stan has shown how falsehoods 
can begin to shape perception, 
especially when fact-checking 
mechanisms are weak or slow.
4. Simplicity: Flattening Com-
plexity The world is compli-
cated, but propaganda is not. 
It thrives on simplicity, boiling 
down complex issues into di-
gestible slogans or catchphras-
es. This is why nuanced discus-
sions often fail to gain traction 
in the digital space.
During recent crises, false 
narratives were spread using 
short, memorable phrases that 
lacked any factual foundation 
but succeeded in dominating 
public discourse. Simplicity, 
though seductive, is often the 
enemy of truth.
5. Authority: The Trusted Voice
Finally, the pull of authority 
remains a potent force. When a 
message is delivered by some-
one perceived as credible, a 
celebrity, influencer, or even 

an impersonated figure via 
deepfake technology. It gains 
immediate legitimacy.
The most concerning evolution 
in this domain has been the 
use of deepfakes and AI-gen-
erated content, impersonating 
national figures and officials to 
mislead the public. Combined 
with malicious social media 
campaigns, this tactic seeks to 
erode trust in leadership and 
fuel societal confusion.
The Consequence
The strategic use of these five 
pullers has created an environ-
ment where truth competes 
with falsehood not on evi-
dence, but on engagement. The 
more sensational, the more it 
spreads. The more it spreads, 
the more it is believed.
Pakistan, like many nations, 
has faced sustained digital at-
tacks aimed at undermining its 
institutions. These campaigns, 
often orchestrated from abroad 
or by vested domestic actors, 
exploit vulnerabilities in digital 
literacy and platform govern-
ance. Deepfakes, fabricated 
videos, and malicious hashtags 
are deployed with the intent to 
erode public confidence.

But these tactics can be coun-
tered. The antidote begins with 
awareness. Strategic commu-
nication must pivot toward 
proactive engagement, using 
transparency, credible voices, 
and verified content to inocu-
late audiences against manip-
ulation. Public media literacy 
campaigns, timely rebuttals, 
and coordinated messaging by 
state institutions are essential.
In the face of weaponized infor-
mation, silence is not neutral-
ity, it is surrender. We must 
arm our citizens with critical 
thinking, invest in credible 
media, and ensure that tech-
nology serves truth rather than 
distortion. Only then can we 
brush off the malign influence 
of propaganda and stand firm in 
defense of institutional integri-
ty and national cohesion.
Imran Ghaznavi is a reputation 
management & strategic communi-
cation specialist, public servant, au-
thor, and humanist. His recent work 
explores media manipulation, crisis 
communication and reputation man-
agement in the digital age. 

—The writer is can be 
reached at ighaznavi@gmail.

The Five Pullers of Propaganda: A
 strategic communication perspective

Briefs
NDMA 

intensifies 
awareness 
campaigns

ISLAMABAD: In light of on-
going rain-related risks, the 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) 
has urged all local and 
provincial authorities to re-
main on high alert and has 
also activated their disaster 
response mechanisms to 
issue warnings in region-
al languages. The NDMA 
management was recom-
mending that people in 
at-risk zones should close-
ly follow official guidance 
and avoid visiting flood-af-
fected areas, and prepare 
emergency essentials. In a 
special message on a local 
news channel, Syed Mu-
hammad Tayyab Shah, GM 
Technical (NDMA), stated 
that the NDMA is intensi-
fying its awareness cam-
paigns while coordinating 
closely with provincial au-
thorities to ensure a unified 
and swift response to poten-
tial disasters. By aligning ef-
forts across regions, the de-
partment aims to enhance 
community preparedness, 
improve communication 
and minimize the impact of 
emergencies through time-
ly and effective action. He 
added that the department 
is maintaining its vigilance 
in vulnerable areas and 
has activated emergency 
response measures. Dur-
ing flood alerts, residents 
should move valuables and 
important documents to 
higher ground and avoid 
walking or driving through 
flooded areas, he said. It is 
also important for families 
to have a clear evacuation 
plan and stay connected 
with local authorities for 
the latest updates and in-
structions, he stressed.      
Furthermore, the tourists 
and residents were cau-
tioned by the NDMA to 
avoid areas prone to flood-
ing and landslides, such 
as riverbanks and steep 
hillsides, especially where 
structures appear unstable, 
to reduce the risk of injury 
or accidents.—APP

Motorway 
police issue 

safety advisory 
for highway 

travelers
ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Highways and Motorway 
Police (NHMP) has issued 
a travel advisory in view 
of ongoing rainfall across 
the country.  The adviso-
ry urges travelers to take 
necessary precautions as 
wet and slippery roads sig-
nificantly increase the risk 
of accidents.  Therefore, 
the drivers were advised to 
reduce vehicle speed, main-
tain a safe distance from 
the vehicle ahead, ensure 
headlights and wipers are 
in proper working condi-
tion, avoid sudden braking, 
avoid using a mobile phone 
while driving under any 
circumstances, and keep 
their full attention on driv-
ing.  Drivers, particularly 
tourists heading to hilly 
areas, were strongly urged 
to drive with extra caution.  
During travel, for any assis-
tance, they can contact the 
NHMP Helpline 130.  “Your 
safety and a secure journey 
are our top priority.—APP

Naqvi 
inspects 

NADRA center, 
citizens 
praise 

improved ID 
services

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
paid a surprise visit to the 
24/7 NADRA Mega Center 
located in Blue Area here 
Saturday and reviewed the 
facilities being provided to 
citizens at the center.
During his visit, the interior 
minister interacted with cit-
izens who had come to the 
Center for the processing of  
their CNICs and other doc-
uments. He inquired about 
the time it takes for the  
services being provided at 
the center. 
The citizens expressed 
satisfaction with the facili-
ties available at the Mega 
Center, stating, “We no 
longer have to wait for long; 
our turn comes quickly 
now.” They thanked Mohsin 
Naqvi, saying, “The staff is 
also very cooperative and 
conditions have significant-
ly improved since you have 
started taking personal in-
terest in the matter.”
The interior minister 
appreciated the shift in-
charge and staff of the 
NADRA Mega Center and 
encouraged them to work 
with even more dedication. 
He also lauded the perfor-
mance of NADRA Chair-
man Lt. General Munir Af-
sar and his team. He visited 
the waiting area and various 
counters, personally speak-
ing to citizens and listening 
to their concerns. He also 
issued on the spot instruc-
tions to resolve issues relat-
ed to CNICs of the citizens.
The federal minister also 
inspected the modern 
self-service machine, en-
tered a CNIC number, and 
used fingerprint verifica-
tion to review the automat-
ed system. He remarked, 
“It is heartening to see 
that citizens no longer face 
delays here. The system 
operating without queues 
is commendable.” He added 
that the government would 
continue to take steps to 
create ease for citizens at 
every level.—DNA

experts 
warned 

tourists to 
avoid northern 

areas trips 
ISLAMABAD: As the mon-
soon season approaches, 
experts are cautioning 
tourists to exercise extreme 
caution when planning trips 
to Pakistan’s northern are-
as. The region’s picturesque 
landscapes and scenic beauty 
are expected to be shrouded 
in heavy rainfall, landslides 
and flash floods, posing sig-
nificant risks to travelers.
The northern areas, known 
for their breathtaking scen-
ery and adventure opportu-
nities, are prone to natural 
disasters during the mon-
soon season. Heavy rainfall 
can lead to landslides, flash 
floods, and disruptions to 
transportation networks, 
putting tourists’ lives at risk 
Dr. Sadique Ali, a weather 
expert advise tourists to 
postpone their trips to the 
northern areas during the 
moonsoon season saying that 
“We strongly advise tourists 
to postpone their trips to the 
northern areas during the 
monsoon season as the risks 
associated with traveling dur-
ing this time far outweigh 
the benefits. Landslides and 
flash floods can occur with-
out warning, and tourists 
may find themselves strand-
ed or worse.” He emphasized 
that by avoiding travel to the 
northern areas during the 
monsoon season, tourists 
can minimize their risk of 
being affected by landslides 
and flash floods.         Anoth-
er health expert Muham-
mad Nazeer said who still 
plan to visit the northern 
areas during the monsoon 
season should take nec-
essary precautions to en-
sure their safety. “Tourists 
should stay informed about 
weather conditions, travel 
with guides who are famil-
iar with the terrain, and 
be prepared for unexpect-
ed situations”, he stated. 
He added that it is  also 
essential to have a con-
tingency plan in place in 
case of emergencies. The 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) 
has also issued warnings 
for tourists and locals 
alike, advising them to take 
necessary precautions and 
stay informed about weather 
conditions. According to the 
NDMA, the northern areas 
are expected to experience 
heavy rainfall throughout 
the monsoon season, which 
typically lasts from July to 
September.—APP    

ISSI concludes partnership MoU 
with Russia’s premier think-tank

Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Director General ISSI, and Dr. Feodor Voitolovsky, Director  
of IMeMO-RAS, signed for their respective sides

dna

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) and the Pri-
makov National Research Institute of 
World economy and International Rela-
tions (IMeMO) of the Russian Acade-
my of Sciences (RAS), have concluded a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
to institutionalise and deepen academic 
collaboration. IMeMO is among Rus-
sia’s premier think-tanks.    
The MoU was signed on the side-lines 
of the prestigious Primakov Readings 
2025, an international forum that 
brings together top policymakers, dip-
lomats, and scholars to deliberate on 
pressing global and regional issues.  
The signing ceremony was attended by 
senior officials and experts from both 
sides.
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Direc-
tor General ISSI, and Dr. Feodor Voi-
tolovsky, Director of IMeMO-RAS, 
signed for their respective sides. The 
MoU establishes a framework for long-
term collaboration in areas such as joint 

research, policy dialogue, academic ex-
changes, co-publications, and partici-

pation in seminars and conferences on 
regional and global strategic issues of 

mutual interest. expressing his views, 
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood under-
scored the significance of enhanced ac-
ademic and intellectual engagement be-
tween Pakistan and Russia, particularly 
at a time of profound transformations 
in the global order. He noted that this 
MoU on forgoing a close partnership 
would serve as a foundation for sus-
tained cooperation and knowledge-shar-
ing between the two institutions.
Dr. Feodor Voitolovsky, in his re-
marks, welcomed the partnership and 
expressed IMeMO’s commitment to 
expanding research collaboration with 
ISSI on a wide range of topics. The 
ISSI-IMeMO partnership marks an im-
portant step in the growing scholarly 
linkages between Pakistan and Russia 
and is expected to contribute mean-
ingfully to bilateral understanding and 
regional dialogue through high-quality 
research and exchanges.
It is also expected to reinforce the pos-
itive trajectory of Pakistan-Russia rela-
tions, which has been a high priority for 
both sides in recent years.

CDA seals illegal construction 
sites in Islamabad’s Zone-V

dna

ISLAMABAD: In pursuance 
of Islamabad Building Con-
trol Regulations-2020 (as 
amended 2023) and ongo-
ing directives of the Federal 
Minister for Interior and 
Norcotics and Chairman, 
CDA,  to eliminate unauthor-
ized construction activities 
across Islamabad, the Direc-
torate General of Building 
& Housing Control (B&HC) 
Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) carried out a major 
sealing operation in Zone-V 
of the Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) today The 
operation was conducted by 
B & HC in collaboration with 
enforcement, ICT adminis-
tration and Police. As part 
of the operation:             •           
Wasna Palace Marquee, lo-

cated in Zone-V, was sealed 
for illegal operation without 
approval of building plans 
and violation of building reg-
ulations.   14 unapproved and 
illegal commercial structures 
under construction in Jinnah 
Gardens Society (FeCHS), 
particularly in Touseef Com-
mercial and Shaheen Com-
mercial Blocks, were sealed.  
02 additional under-construc-
tion buildings along Japan 
Road in Mouza Gagri were 
also sealed for non-compli-
ance with applicable bylaws. 
In addition, 03 Stop Work 
and Regularization Notices 
were served to violators in 
the same vicinity along Ja-
pan Road. These structures 
were found to be in viola-
tion of regulations due to 
non-submission of building 
plans, unauthorized commer-

cial activity, and absence of 
payment of mandatory fees 
as well as penalties.  The 
B&HC teams, under secu-
rity cover from ICT Police 
and Magisterial cover from 
Magistrate ICT, ensured 
lawful enforcement, affixed 
official sealing and warning 
notices, and cordoned off 
active construction sites. 
The Authority reiterates 
its zero-tolerance policy to-
wards all forms of unauthor-
ized construction. It also 
urges the general public, 
builders, and developers to 
refrain from initiating con-
struction without obtain-
ing requisite approvals. All 
stakeholders are advised to 
verify the approval status 
of properties prior to mak-
ing any purchase or invest-
ment decisions. 

Siraj insists on cordial ties 
between Pak Afghanistan

our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: Former 
Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Pakistan, ex-Senator, and 
former Senior Provincial 
Minister Siraj ul Haq has 
said that the Afghan nation 
has proven its resilience by 
defeating British imperial-
ism in 1919, Soviet imperi-
alism in 1979, and NATO 
forces led by the U.S. in 
2001, asserting that this 
region cannot be subjugat-
ed. He emphasized that 
mistrust between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan must end, 
and both countries should 
become partners in devel-
opment, trade, education, 
and health. He made these 
remarks as the chief guest 
at a seminar titled “New 
Dimensions of Pak-Afghan 
Relations” organized by the 
Institute of Regional Stud-
ies (IRS) Peshawar.  Siraj 
ul Haq proposed the revival 
and extension of the Pesha-
war-Torkham railway line 

into Afghanistan, issuance 
of special identity cards for 
Afghans, and permission 
for documented citizens 
of both countries to move 
freely across borders. He 
further stated that Pakistan 
and Afghanistan are two 
independent and sovereign 
neighboring nations deep-
ly linked through religion, 
culture, language, and ge-
ography. Strengthening 
their friendship is not only 
in their mutual interest but 
also crucial for regional de-
velopment. He added that 
history bears witness to 
Pakistan’s consistent sup-
port for Afghans in difficult 
times, and stability in Af-
ghanistan equally benefits 
Pakistan.
Siraj ul Haq asserted that 
the Pak-Afghan border is a 
recognized reality and any 
attempts to create contro-
versy around it should not 
be supported. He termed 
the concept of “Pashtun-
istan” a dead issue and 
warned that any attempt 

to revive it would fail. He 
also claimed that Afghans 
defeated American imperi-
alism, Pakistan countered 
the vision of a united India, 
and Iran resisted the idea of 
Greater Israel—together as-
serting genuine leadership 
of the Islamic world. He 
proposed that Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Iran, and Turkey 
should form a united front 
to lead the Muslim world 
and reshape the future of 
the region.
Afghan Consul General 
Hafiz Mohibullah, in his ad-
dress, highlighted that the 
first bond between Afghan-
istan and Pakistan is their 
shared Islamic faith. He ex-
pressed gratitude to the Pa-
kistani people for their sac-
rifices and lamented that 
the U.S., during its 20-year 
occupation, did not build 
hospitals or improve Af-
ghanistan’s education and 
health sectors. He empha-
sized that, alongside gov-
ernment efforts, political 
leaders, scholars, traders, 

intellectuals, journalists, 
athletes, poets, writers, and 
artists from both countries 
must play a role in enhanc-
ing mutual understanding 
through direct engagement.
Deputy Chairman of the 
Pak-Afghan Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce, Zia ul 
Haq Sarhadi, said bilat-
eral trade, once at $2.5 
billion, had plunged to 
$800 million due to re-
cent tensions but is now 
gradually recovering. He 
urged improvements in 
transit trade, visa policy, 
and border management 
to ease difficulties faced 
by traders and transport-
ers. Senior journalist and 
analyst Mehmood Jan 
Babar and IRS Chairman 
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Khalil agreed that both 
countries must not only 
strengthen diplomatic ties 
but also collaborate in ed-
ucation, healthcare, and 
cultural exchange to en-
sure lasting peace and de-
velopment in the region.

Uncompromising 
eV transport, 
motorbike law 

ISLAMABAD: Director General of the Punjab Road Safety 
Authority Manzar Javed Ali said on Sunday that the Pun-
jab Chief Minister is actively taking steps to improve en-
forcement, raise awareness, and encourage the adoption of 
electric vehicles in a bid to reduce road accidents, particu-
larly those caused by motorbikes, which account for 70% 
of fatalities.       In a recent conversation with PTV News, 
DG Manzar Javed Ali emphasized that the Punjab Chief 
Minister’s uncompromising enforcement of eV transport 
policies and stricter motorbike laws is crucial to ending the 
alarming rate of road fatalities across the province. 
He stressed that the CM is committed to cracking down 
on violations, aiming to improve road safety and reduce 
the growing number of accidents.  The DG highlighted 
that a significant portion of these fatalities is caused by 
motorbikes, making it a key focus of the provincial govern-
ment’s efforts. Javed Ali further revealed that out of the 
24 million vehicles registered in Punjab, over 20 million 
are motorbikes, with a concerning 46% of riders lacking 
proper licenses. This lack of regulation contributes to the 
rising number of accidents, prompting the CM’ s strict en-
forcement measures. The crackdown on unlicensed riders 
and the promotion of electric vehicles are part of a com-
prehensive strategy to address road safety issues and re-
duce the number of deaths on Punjab’s roads. In response 
to a question, DG Manzar Javed Ali stated that underage 
motorbikers will be dealt with an iron hand, and the CM 
has ordered full action against their parents for allowing 
illegal riding. To another question, DG Manzar Javed Ali 
disclosed that the CM is introducing a new project to de-
ploy electric buses and scooties across Punjab, aiming to 
reduce reliance on motorbikes, not only in urban areas but 
also in rural regions.     He said that, in collaboration with 
1122, the Road Safety Authority has established a data 
center and is actively enforcing laws for motorbikers to im-
prove road safety across the province.   He also mentioned 
promoting cycling habits among youngsters, encouraging 
them to adopt healthier and safer modes of transport, 
which could help reduce the reliance on motorbikes and 
improve overall road safety.
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MNA Bhandara welcomes 
federal budget’s approval  

ISLAMABAD:  “I congrat-
ulate the Prime Minister 
and the government on 
the approval of a balanced 
and realistic federal budget 

for 2025–26. At a time of 
economic strain, maintain-
ing targeted relief for the 
poor — through BISP, food 
security, and agricultural 
support — while scaling 
back blanket subsidies is 
a responsible move. The 
increase in government 
employees’ salaries is a 
welcome step for salaried 
households, and the en-
hanced defense allocation, 
in light of recent tensions 
with India, rightly reinforc-
es our national security pri-
orities. This budget reflects 
both empathy and resolve.”

PM’s 
Hunarmand 

Program 
empowers 
thousands

ISLAMABAD: The Prime 
Minister’s  Hunarmand 
Program has achieved a 
remarkable milestone, 
providing training to over 
217,000 young individu-
als across the country.                                          
The initiative, launched 
under the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme, aims to 
equip young people with 
technical skills in various 
fields, enhancing their job 
prospects and contributing 
to the country’s economic 
growth. According to an 
official, the Program offers 
a wide range of courses, in-
cluding information technol-
ogy, manufacturing.—APP
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The Swat River tragedy 
– a wake-up call 

T He tragic incident in Swat, where 15 people, including 13 
members of a single family, lost their lives after being swept 
away by a sudden surge in the river, is a heart-wrenching 

reminder of systemic failures in governance, disaster preparedness, 
and public safety. The victims, standing in the middle of the river to 
enjoy the water, were caught off guard by a powerful wave, leaving 
them helpless against the raging currents. Bystanders watched in 
horror but were unable to intervene, and the authorities failed to 
mount an effective rescue operation. This catastrophe raises seri-
ous questions about the role of the government, the efficiency of 
disaster management institutions, and the irresponsible politiciza-
tion of human suffering.
The first and most painful reality is that this tragedy could have been 
avoided. Rivers, especially in mountainous regions, are unpredictable. A 
calm waterway can turn deadly within seconds due to upstream rainfall 
or dam releases. The family’s decision to stand in the middle of the river 
was a grave misjudgment, but the question remains: where were the 
warning signs, the public awareness campaigns, or the enforcement of 
safety measures? In developed countries, dangerous water bodies are 
marked with clear warnings, and authorities actively prevent people 
from venturing into hazardous zones. In Pakistan, such precautions are 
either absent or ignored.
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government’s response to the incident 
has been shockingly inadequate. Beyond the symbolic removal of a depu-
ty commissioner, there has been no substantial action—no policy review, 
no safety reforms, and no accountability for the broader administrative 
lapses. The KP government, like many others in Pakistan, is mired in 
corruption and inefficiency, with little focus on actual governance. In-
stead of ensuring public safety, it has allowed negligence to persist, lead-
ing to avoidable deaths.
The Pakistan Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) also failed 
miserably. The very purpose of such an institution is to anticipate, 
mitigate, and respond to disasters. Yet, in this case, there was no 
early warning system, no rapid response team, and no visible effort 
to prevent such incidents. If the NDMA cannot fulfill its basic man-
date, it raises the question: why does it exist at all? The institution 

must either be overhauled with competent leadership and resources 
or disbanded to save taxpayers’ money.
What makes this tragedy even more disgraceful is the political opportun-
ism that followed. Opposition parties, instead of presenting constructive 
solutions or holding the KP government accountable on merit, resorted 
to cheap point-scoring. None of them have explained what measures they 
would have taken to prevent such an incident in their own provinces. The 
victims were not just statistics—they were Pakistani citizens whose lives 
were cut short due to collective negligence. exploiting their deaths for 
political gains is morally reprehensible.
The Swat tragedy is not an isolated incident but a symptom of Pa-
kistan’s chronic governance crisis. From poor urban planning to 
inadequate disaster preparedness, the state has repeatedly failed 
its citizens. Floods, heatwaves, and building collapses claim lives 
every year, yet no long-term solutions are implemented. The lack 
of enforcement, corruption, and bureaucratic apathy ensure that 
such tragedies will keep recurring.
To prevent future disasters, the following steps must be taken 
immediately:
1: Strict enforcement of Safety Measures – Dangerous rivers and 
tourist spots must have clear warnings, barriers, and patrols to prevent 
people from entering hazardous areas.
2: Revamping Disaster Management Authorities – The NDMA 
and provincial disaster management agencies must be restructured with 
professional leadership, proper funding, and real operational capacity.
3: Public Awareness Campaigns – Citizens must be educated 
about the risks of natural water bodies, especially in mountainous and 
flood-prone regions.
4: Political Responsibility Over Point-Scoring – Leaders must pri-
oritize governance over blame games. Constructive criticism is neces-
sary, but exploiting tragedies for political mileage is unacceptable.
5: Judicial Inquiry and Accountability – An independent judicial 
inquiry should investigate the lapses in this incident and hold responsi-
ble officials accountable, not just with suspensions but with legal conse-
quences.
The Swat River tragedy is a painful reminder of how negligence, poor gov-
ernance, and institutional failures cost lives. The victims deserved better—
better safety measures, better emergency response, and a government 
that prioritizes their welfare over political squabbles. If Pakistan is to avoid 
such disasters in the future, serious reforms must be implemented. Other-
wise, we will keep mourning more lives lost to preventable tragedies. The 
time for action is now—before the next wave comes.
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Genocide in Gaza: The end of Israel’s Moral Shield

Grief in the Swat Valley

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T He tide is now unmistakably turning against 
Israel—not merely because of its confronta-
tions with Iran, nor its airstrikes that nearly 

ignited World War III—but more so due to the unre-
lenting and now undeniable genocide in Gaza, live-
streamed and broadcasted to the world in real time. 
For decades, Israel successfully cast itself as the 
perpetual victim, defending its sovereignty from exis-
tential threats. But today, that narrative is collapsing 
under the weight of horrifying images of amputated 
children, starving families, and entire neighborhoods 
reduced to rubble. What once were whispers of dis-
sent have become roars of condemnation, not just 
from Arab nations, but from Israel’s staunchest euro-
pean allies, including Germany, France, and Ireland.
In an extraordinary shift, even mainstream Western 
commentators have begun to question the moral stand-
ing of Israel’s conduct. Among them is British journal-
ist Piers Morgan, who directly confronted an Israeli 
official in a live interview with the damning question: 
“Do you even know how many children you’ve killed?” 
Morgan continued, “You are killing a lot of children on 
a daily basis—that is indisputable. He exposed Israel’s 
failure to account for the thousands of civilian deaths, 
particularly children, in contrast with the military’s 
confident estimates of Hamas fighters killed. Morgan 
concluded: “You’re killing a lot of children every day—
and that is not propaganda, it’s a fact.”
The media silence is beginning to fracture. The 
Financial Times, a historically conservative and 
pro-business British newspaper, published an ed-
itorial titled “The West’s Shameful Silence on 
Gaza.” It outlined how Israel’s escalating offensive 
has reached a catastrophic point, causing unfath-
omable suffering to 2.2 million people in Gaza. The 
editorial concluded that every possible war crime 
had likely been committed—with many Israeli offi-
cials boasting about these actions publicly.
More than 179 journalists have been killed in Gaza 
since the war began, including 171 Palestinians. Some 
were targeted deliberately. Hundreds of international 
reporters have signed open letters condemning the 
deliberate targeting of media professionals, the ob-
struction of aid, and the genocide of civilians. even 
within major Western outlets like the BBC, journal-
ists are expressing outrage at their management’s 
failure to humanize Palestinian suffering.
Medical professionals have echoed this horror. A U.S. 
surgeon speaking at the United Nations described 
deliberate shootings of children, as well as appalling 
injuries such as amputations, burns, and traumatic 
brain damage. British and American doctors who have 
worked in Gaza recounted treating endless streams of 
civilians, especially children, maimed by Israeli weap-

ons. Dr. Mads Gilbert, who served in Gaza during 
previous assaults, called the volume and brutality of 
the injuries he saw “almost too large to comprehend.”
UN representatives have corroborated these ac-
counts. Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General of 
UNRWA, stated that even though Western media is 
largely absent from Gaza, Palestinian UN staff have 
documented genocide in real time. Their reports, re-
plete with evidence, are often sidelined by powerful 
governments that refuse to act. A former U.S. State 
Department envoy admitted that his detailed daily 
dispatches on Gaza’s devastation—including images 
of dead and dismembered children—were ignored.
And yet, it is not just journalists, doctors, and diplo-
mats who are speaking out. British lawmakers, once 
steadfast supporters of Israel, are beginning to dis-
tance themselves. Conservative MP Mark Pritchard, 
a twenty-year supporter of Israel, delivered a moving 
statement in Parliament. He declared, “I got it wrong. 
I condemn Israel for what it is doing to the Palestini-
an people in Gaza and in the West Bank.” He added, 
“The life of a Palestinian child is as precious as the 
life of a Jewish child.” His speech reflected a seismic 
shift within the political elite.
Key Israeli leaders have also broken ranks. For-
mer Prime Minister ehud Olmert, writing in 
Haaretz, called the current Israeli campaign in 
Gaza “a war of devastation: indiscriminate, lim-
itless, cruel and criminal killing of civilians.” He 
denounced the Israeli government as a “criminal 
gang” and labeled the onslaught as amounting 
to war crimes. In separate interviews with The 
Guardian and the BBC, Olmert warned that Isra-
el is committing crimes that could lead to lasting 
condemnation from the international community.
Yair Golan, former Deputy Chief of Staff of the 
Israel Defense Forces, stated, “A sane country 
does not wage war against civilians, does not kill 
babies as a pastime, and does not engage in mass 
population displacement.” These internal voices 
add even more gravity to the international con-
demnation Israel now faces.
even German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a longstand-
ing supporter of Israel, condemned certain Israeli 
actions. While reiterating Germany’s historic solidar-
ity with Israel, he described as “absurd” any notion 
that Palestinian civilians can be collectively punished. 
Scholz rebuked Israeli proposals for forced migration 
of Gazans as “scandalous” and warned that such ac-
tions breached international law. His statements rep-
resent a growing unease among european powers.
echoing this, the european Parliament has now 
pledged to impose sanctions on Israel over what it la-
beled as “ethnic cleansing” and systemic violations of 

international law. Citing collective punishment, indis-
criminate bombings, and forced displacement, a res-
olution passed with overwhelming support demands 
the suspension of preferential trade terms and imme-
diate accountability for crimes against humanity.
The turning tide was also manifested in one of the 
most highly contested New York City mayoral elec-
tions, where Zohran Kwame Mamdani, a South Afri-
can-born Muslim progressive, ran against a pro-Israel 
candidate. Mamdani won by a significant margin, sig-
naling the shift in American public opinion. He has 
been vocal and unapologetic in defending the Pales-
tinian right to exist peacefully. One of his early moves 
as mayor-elect was to halt city-level charity funds be-
ing funneled—often unknowingly by citizens—toward 
organizations supporting illegal Israeli settlements in 
Gaza and the West Bank. In a viral interview, Mam-
dani referred to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu as a war criminal wanted by the International 
Criminal Court, pledging that should Netanyahu ever 
visit New York, “he will be arrested.”
All of these voices—Morgan’s, the Financial Times’, 
the doctors’, the diplomats’, the MPs’, the Israeli dis-
senters’, european leaders like Scholz, and now even 
American voters—form a growing chorus against Is-
raeli impunity. The consistent message is that while 
Hamas bears responsibility for its own crimes, Isra-
el’s response has gone far beyond self-defense. The 
destruction of Gaza is not just military retaliation; it is 
the deliberate dismantling of a people’s future.
What amplifies this horror is the complicity of the 
United States. every attempt at the United Nations 
to condemn Israel’s actions or even call for a cease-
fire has been blocked by American vetoes. U.S. 
financial, military, and diplomatic support gives 
Israel carte blanche to operate with total impunity. 
It is for this reason that many critics now blame 
Washington as much as Jerusalem.
This moment is becoming a defining chapter 
in modern history. The atrocities are too vast, 
too documented, too horrific to be buried under 
propaganda. As one commentator put it: “every 
atrocity in history was made possible by the si-
lent.” Silence now is complicity.
The question is no longer whether war crimes have 
been committed—that is self-evident. The question 
now is whether the world will summon the cour-
age to hold the perpetrators accountable and give 
justice to the victims of Gaza. The tide has turned, 
and history is watching.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC | Macomb, Michigan, USA

S OMe events pierce the heart so deeply that 
their echoes remain long after the flood-
waters recede, the cries die down, and the 

dust settles. They do not merely pass; they im-
print themselves upon our collective conscience—
if, indeed, we still possess one. Among such trag-
edies was the recent incident in Swat, where joy 
turned into mourning in a matter of moments, and 
a dream of leisure ended in an irreversible night-
mare. On that Friday afternoon, the heavens bore 
witness to a calamity that no heart could endure. 
The blue skies of Swat, known for their serenity, 
suddenly watched helplessly as a savage torrent of 
water surged through the valley and snatched away 
human lives in the blink of an eye. The laughter of 
children turned into frantic screams, the chatter of 
friends into cries for help, and the calm of nature 
into a scene of utter devastation.
A group of 35 tourists from Daska had set out in 
the hope of finding solace in the lap of nature. They 
were families, friends, brothers and sisters—ordi-
nary people seeking a brief escape from the bur-
dens of life. But some 16 of them never returned. 
The Swat River, fed by the glacial veins of the north, 
became their unmarked grave. The final moments 
of these precious lives were captured by bystand-
ers—cameras recorded the horror, and social media 
broadcasted the tragedy to the world. But for all 
the clarity of those visuals, what generally unseen 
were the figures who should have been there first—
the rescuers, the officials, the system. The affect-
ed families kept calling for help for hours. Voices 
cracked with desperation, phones trembled in wet 
hands, prayers were whispered with every breath—
and yet, no one came. The delay was fatal. It was 
not just a failure of administration; it was a betrayal 

of responsibility, a brutal silence in the face of suf-
fering. We often say that only Almighty Allah knows 
what lies in the hearts, but we must also say—only 
Allah knows what these people felt as they were 
swept away, glancing one last time at the shore, 
hoping someone, somewhere, would arrive.
This is not the first time that such helplessness has 
been documented. This is not the first time that our 
governance has failed to rise in time. Sympathy replac-
es swift action, condolence substitutes accountability, 
and compensation is offered like a balm to a bleeding 
wound that never heals. Will this be another one of 
those tragedies that fade into the archives of forgetful-
ness? A few officials may be suspended, financial aid 
may be announced, carefully worded statements will 
be issued—but will that bring back the lives lost to the 
river? The real tragedy is not just the drowning—it is 
the apathy that follows. Didn’t such incidents happen 
before this? Have we not seen tourists lost to flash 
floods, families perishing in rivers, and roads washed 
away before? What did we learn then? What did we 
fix? Or did we just pass the blame to fate, shrugging 
our shoulders as if human life is so cheap that it can 
be written off by saying, this was destined? There is a 
cruel repetition in our response. We will mourn, yes. 
We will share photos of the deceased with heartbro-
ken captions. We will conduct meetings, prepare re-
ports, and nod solemnly in conferences. But then we 
will move on. And the bereaved families? They will 
live with a hollow that no time can ever fill. They will 
bury not only their loved ones but also a piece of their 
own souls. There is no compensation for the pain of 
a mother who waited for her son to return with 
laughter and instead received his lifeless body; 
for a father who told his children to be careful, 
never knowing their smiles were their last. But 

unfortunately, this incident is completely differ-
ent, in which all family members lost their lives.
In other nations, when a single child goes missing 
or an animal facing trouble, entire systems and 
machinery are activated. Roads are blocked, alerts 
are issued, and helicopters are dispatched. Here, 
dozens drown, and the machinery yawns awake 
only after it is too late. Social media becomes the 
first responder, and the administration lags behind, 
watching through the lens of detachment.
If we are to prevent such heartbreaks in the future, 
we must abandon the ritual of reactive mourning 
and adopt proactive planning. We need a compre-
hensive national strategy that includes real-time 
warning systems, riverbank surveillance, emergen-
cy drills, and public awareness campaigns tailored 
for tourists. It should not be difficult in an age of 
satellite data and instant communication to moni-
tor water levels and forecast surges. But such tools 
are useless unless paired with the will to act.
The Swat River will continue to flow, indifferent 
to the tears it has caused. Tourists will return 
again, drawn by its beauty, unaware of the histo-
ry that runs beneath its surface. If we do nothing 
now, another group of innocents will someday 
meet the same fate, and we will again be specta-
tors—mute, late, and full of excuses.
Let us not deceive ourselves with poetic fatal-
ism. Let us not cover up our failures with hollow 
prayers and staged sympathies. The people who 
died in Swat were not statistics. They were lives—
full of love, stories, and dreams—snatched away 
not just by water, but by neglect. And if we cannot 
change after this, then perhaps the real flood is 
not in our rivers—but in our hearts, drowning our 
sense of duty, compassion, and humanity.

Key Israeli leaders 
have also broken ranks. 
Former Prime Minister 
ehud Olmert, writing in 

Haaretz, called the current 
Israeli campaign in Gaza 

“a war of devastation: 
indiscriminate, limitless, 
cruel and criminal killing 

of civilians.” He denounced 
the Israeli government 

as a “criminal gang” and 
labeled the onslaught as 

amounting to war crimes. 
In separate interviews 

with The Guardian and the 
BBC, Olmert warned that 
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that could lead to lasting 
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international community.
Yair Golan, former Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Israel 
Defense Forces, stated...
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not the first time that our 
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wound that never heals. Will 
this be another one of those 
tragedies that fade into the 
archives of forgetfulness?
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LISBON: The Portuguese football superstar, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, has said that he turned down offers to play in the 
Club World Cup so he could take a proper rest and prepare 
for a long and demanding season. 
The Portuguese star made the comments after signing a 
new two-year deal with Al-Nassr that will keep him at the 
club beyond his 42nd birthday.
The Saudi Pro League club announced on Thursday that 
Ronaldo had signed a two-year contract which would keep 
him at the club past his 42nd birthday.
Speculation over the 40-year-old’s plans intensified last 
month when FIFA President Gianni Infantino said discus-
sions were underway about Ronaldo playing in the Club 
World Cup, despite Al-Nassr failing to qualify.
“I had some offers to play in the World Cup but I think it 
didn’t make sense because I prefer to have a good rest, a 
good preparation, because this season will be very long as 
it is the World Cup season at the end of the year,” Ronaldo 

said in a video posted by Al-Nassr on X.
“I want to be ready not only for Al-Nassr but also for 
the national team. So, this is why I decided to play 
the last game for the Nations League and not listen 
to anything,” he added. “And of course, to be in this 
club, which I love.” Ronaldo scored for Portugal in the 
Nations League final against Spain earlier this month, 
which ended 2-2 before his side went on to beat the 
european champions on penalties.
The Portugal captain said his aim in staying at Al-Nassr was 
to win a major trophy with the Riyadh-based side.
“My goal, it’s always to win something important for Al-Nas-
sr. And of course I still believe in that,” Ronaldo added.
“This is why I renewed the two years more because I be-
lieve that I will be a champion in Saudi Arabia.”
Ronaldo, who joined Al-Nassr in 2022 after leaving Man-
chester United as a free agent, has scored 93 goals in 105 
appearances for them in all competitions.
Ronaldo is also eyeing the 1,000-goal milestone in his ca-
reer. He has scored 794 goals in club football and 138 for 
Portugal to take his tally to 932.

Ronaldo chooses rest over playing in Club World Cup
"I had some offers to play in World Cup but I think it didn't make 

sense because I prefer to have good rest," says Ronaldo

Briefs
‘Power Smart 
App’ to curb 
overbilling, 

billing 
transparency

FroM paGe 01
errors and delay in reading. 
This is not just a technology 
feature but a solid reform 
in governance, which truly 
empowers consumers. With 
this system, consumers will 
not only be able to keep an 
eye on their bill, but now 
they will also be the guardi-
ans of the reading process.
One of the key advantages 
of the Power Smart App 
is its potential to protect 
subsidy-eligible users from 
losing financial support due 
to delayed or inaccurate 
readings. Officials cited the 
example of users consum-
ing up to 200 units of elec-
tricity, whose subsidized 
bills total approximately Rs 
2,330. If usage rises even 
slightly above that thresh-
old, the subsidy ends and 
the bill can jump to over Rs 
8,000. Through this app, it 
will be possible to ensure 
that the beneficiaries ben-
efit from their subsidy by 
providing timely readings.
Another feature included in 
the app, if the user provides 
the reading on the due 
date, the meter reading 
taken after that day will 
not be given priority and 
only the reading provided 
by the user will be fed.
Features like “Apna Meter, 
Apni Reading” will not only 
create transparency in the 
electricity system but will 
also empower the consum-
ers to the extent that they 
can monitor their own bill-
ing. This will significantly 
reduce overbilling, unnec-
essary interference and 
complaints. This innovative 
and revolutionary solution 
was implemented with the 
efforts of Secretary Power 
Division Dr. Fakhar Alam 
and the entire team work-
ing on it under the leader-
ship of Federal Minister 
for energy Sardar Awais 
Ahmed Khan Leghari.

Justice 
Sarfraz 

Dogar IHC 
senior-

most judge
FroM paGe 01

Dogar from the Lahore High 
Court (LHC), Justice Khadim 
Hussain Soomro from the 
Sindh High Court (SHC), and 
Justice Muhammad Asif from 
the Balochistan High Court 
(BHC). All three judges had 
been transferred to the IHC.
The move had been chal-
lenged in the apex court 
by Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani, Justice Tariq Me-
hmood Jahangiri, Justice 
Babar Sattar, Justice Sar-
dar ejaz Ishaq Khan and 
Justice Saman Riffat Imtiaz 
who prayed that the court 
declare that the president 
lacked unfettered and unbri-
dled discretion to transfer 
judges from one high court 
to another, under Article 
200(1) of the Constitution, 
without a manifest public in-
terest, and in a manner that 
hampers the principles of 
independence of judiciary 
and separation of powers.
However, dismissing their 
plea the top court ruled that 
the “powers of transfer con-
ferred to the president by 
none other than the fram-
ers of the Constitution”.
Highlighting that the presi-
dent’s powers under Article 
200 were regulated and were 
subjected to his consultation 
with the CJP, the Supreme 
Court ruled that they “did 
not compromise the inde-
pendence of the judiciary for 
the discernable reason that 
the decision to accept or re-
ject is exclusively within the 
hands of the judiciary”. As 
per the notification issued 
by the Law Ministry, Justice 
Kayani has been notified as 
the second-most senior judge 
followed by Justice Miangul 
Hassan Aurangzeb and Jus-
tice Jahangiri in the third and 
fourth place, respectively.
Meanwhile, Justice Sattar is 
the fifth-most senior judge 
of the IHC followed by Jus-
tice Ishaq and Justice Arbab 
Muhammad Tahir at sixth 
and seventh place.
Other judges on the list in-
clude Justice Imtiaz (8th), 
Justice Khalid Hussain 
Soomro (9th), Justice Mu-
hammad Azam Khan (10th), 
Justice Muhammad Asif 
(11th) and Justice Inaam 
Ameen Minhas (12th).
Furthermore, the notifi-
cation mentions that the 
transfer of Justice Dogar, 
Justice Soomro and Justice 
Asif to the IHC was made 
on a “permanent basis”.

Ilia Topuria bags first-round 
knockout against Charles
"I represent new generation of mix of martial arts, 

this is next level of game," says Topuria
Dna

LAS VeGAS: Spain’s Ilia Topuria scored a 
stunning first-round knockout victory over 
Charles Oliveira to claim the UFC light-
weight title at UFC 317.
Former featherweight champ Topuria an-
nounced in February that he was going to 
step up to the 155-pound division to fight 
for the belt vacated by former champ Islam 
Makhachev’s move up to the welterweight 
division. Standing between him and the 
title was 35-year-old Brazilian former light-
weight champ Oliveira, who briefly brought 
his vast experience to bear before being 
defeated. After a dominant run at feather-
weight that saw him move to 16-0 as a pro-
fessional, Topuria, who was born in Germa-
ny to Georgian parents, looked small in the 
cage compared to Oliveira, but he defended 
well against the Brazilian’s grappling be-

fore showcasing his striking power.
Oliveira, who was stripped of the light-

weight belt in May 2022 when he missed 
weight for a defence against Justin Gaeth-

je, looked good during a brief exchange on 
the mat, but Topuria disengaged to bring 
the fight back to the feet, and shortly after-
wards Oliveira’s evening ended.
The 28-year-old stunned Oliveira with a 
right hook and followed it up with a crunch-
ing left that sent Oliveira crashing to the 
mat, his eyes glazed as his back hit the can-
vas as Topuria fulfilled his pre-fight predic-
tion of a first-round knockout win.
“I already said it — I represent the new 
generation of the mix of martial arts, this is 
the next level of the game. This is the next 
thing, and this is what I represent,” Topuria 
said in a post-fight interview.
“I did exactly what we had planned, lot of 
jabs, right hand, left hook, and boom — his 
lights were out,” he added. In the co-main 
event, Brazil’s Alexandre Pantoja domi-
nated New Zealander Kara-France before 
taking his back and locking in a rear naked 
choke 1:55 into the third round.

Chelsea overcome Club World Cup weather 
delay, set up Palmeiras quarter-final

PHILADeLPHIA: Chelsea beat Benfica in a game which 
went on for close to five hours at the Club World Cup on 
Saturday to set up a quarter-final showdown with Brazilian 
side Palmeiras at the tournament in the United States.
The London club were grateful to extra-time goals by 
Christopher Nkunku, Pedro Neto and Kiernan Dews-
bury-Hall to give them a 4-1 victory over Benfica.
Their late burst of scoring settled a last-16 tie which took 
four hours, 39 minutes to complete at Charlotte’s Bank of 
America Stadium in North Carolina after a near two-hour 
weather delay. Chelsea manager enzo Maresca was left 
satisfied with his team’s victory but slammed the delay 
that turned the tie into a near five-hour marathon.
“I think it’s a joke, it’s not football,” Maresca said.
“For 85 minutes we were in control of the game. We creat-
ed enough chances to win the game. Then after the break, 
the game changed -- for me personally, it’s not football.”
earlier, Chelsea had been seemingly poised for victory after 
Reece James’ opportunistic second-half free-kick had left 
them 1-0 up with four minutes of regulation time remaining. 
But just as Chelsea began to think about their quarter-final 
assignment, the arrival of a storm over Charlotte triggered 
local safety protocols which required the game to be halted. 
It marked the sixth occasion during the Club World Cup that 
a game has been disrupted by a weather warning.
When play resumed just under two hours later, a revital-
ised Benfica grabbed an injury-time equaliser after Chel-
sea substitute Malo Gusto was adjudged to have handled 
in the penalty area following an intervention by the Video 
Assistant Referee. Benfica’s Argentine veteran Angel Di 
Maria stepped up to roll in an ice-cold penalty, sending the 
game into extra time. An end-to-end first half of extra time 

saw Benfica, reduced to 10 men following Gianluca Pres-
tianni’s second yellow card at the end of regulation, threat-
en to take the lead as they chased an improbable victory.
But instead it was Nkunku who fired Chelsea back in front, 
the French international bundling in from close range after 
Moises Caicedo’s low shot squirted underneath Benfica goal-
keeper Antoliy Trubin. As the game opened up, Benfica were 
increasingly vulnerable on the counter-attack and Chelsea 
pounced. Neto made it 3-1 with a nerveless finish after going 
clean through on goal in the 114th minute, and three min-
utes later Dewsbury-Hall completed the rout to send Chelsea 
through to the last eight. They will now return to Philadel-
phia, where they played two games in the group stage, to play 
Palmeiras in the quarter-finals on Friday. – Agencies

Shehbaz 
Sharif woos 

Ch. Nisar 
back in 
PML N

FroM paGe 01
The meeting took place in 
a cordial and pleasant at-
mosphere, with both lead-
ers reminiscing about their 
past political journey and 
longstanding association. 
The prime minister invited 
Ch. Nisar to rejoin PML N.  
Ch Nisar said he will take a 
decision in next few days.

Iranian 
army  

Chief talks 
to Field 
Marshal  

Asim Munir
FroM paGe 01

Gen. Mousavi highlighted 
the importance of mutual 
trust and collaboration in 
addressing common secu-
rity challenges, including 
border security and coun-
ter-terrorism operations.
Field Marshal. Munir reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to deepening defense 
relations with Iran and 
expressed appreciation for 
Tehran’s role in regional 
peace. Both sides agreed 
on the need for continued 
dialogue and coordinated 
actions to prevent threats 
to regional security.
This high-level contact fol-
lows recent diplomatic en-
gagements between Iran 
and Pakistan, signaling a 
renewed focus on security 
partnership amid evolving 
geopolitical dynamics. Ana-
lysts view the conversation 
as a step toward greater mil-
itary coordination between 
the two neighboring nations.

China ‘rolls 
over’ $3.4bn 

loans to 
Pakistan
FroM paGe 01

another $1.3 billion com-
mercial loan, which Islam-
abad had paid back two 
months ago, the source 
said. Another $1 billion 
from Middle eastern com-
mercial banks and $500 
million from multilateral 
financing have also been re-
ceived, he said. “This brings 
our reserves in line with the 
IMF target,” he said.
The loans, especially the 
Chinese ones, are critical 
to shoring up Pakistan’s 
low foreign reserves, which 
the IMF required to be over 
$14 billion at the end of the 
current fiscal year on June 
30. Pakistani authorities 
say that the country’s econ-
omy has stabilised through 
ongoing reforms under a $7 
billion IMF bailout.

Heavy 
rains kill 
41 across 
Paksitan

 

MehtaB pirzaDa

ISLAMABAD: Heavy rain 
and flash flooding across 
Pakistan have killed 45 peo-
ple in just a few days since 
the start of the monsoon 
season, disaster manage-
ment officials said on Sun-
day. The highest toll was 
recorded in the province 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
where 10 children were 
among 21 killed. The dis-
aster management authori-
ty said 14 of those victims 
died in the Swat Valley, 
where media reported a 
flash flood swept away fam-
ilies on a riverbank. In Pun-
jab, 13 fatalities have been 
recorded since Wednesday.
eight of them were chil-
dren who died when walls 
or roofs collapsed during 
heavy rain, while the adults 
were killed in flash floods.
11 other deaths related to 
the monsoon downpours 
were recorded in Sindh and 
Balochistan provinces.
The national meteoro-
logical service warned 
that the risk of heavy 
rain and possible f lash 
f loods will remain high 
until at least Saturday.
Last month, at least 32 
people were killed in se-
vere storms in the coun-
try, which experienced 
several extreme weath-
er events in the spring, 
including strong hail-
storms. Pakistan is one 
of the world’s most vul-
nerable countries to the 
effects of climate change, 
and its 240 million resi-
dents are facing extreme 
weather events with in-
creasing frequency. 

How Israel-Iran’s shadow 
conflict ignited the region

FroM paGe 01
What began as calculated proxy warfare had spiraled into 
a humanitarian catastrophe. Ironically, Israel and Iran mir-
rored each other’s tactics. Israel’s security doctrine, once 
rooted in preemption, increasingly resembled the very 
strategies it condemned in Tehran: covert strikes, politi-
cal interference, and the weaponization of deterrence. For 
both, deterrence became a language of escalation, not re-
straint. At the core of this breakdown lay mutual miscalcu-
lation. Iran overestimated its asymmetric capabilities, un-
derestimating Israel’s technological edge and willingness 
to strike. Israel exaggerated Iran’s threat, framing every 
maneuver as existential while dismissing Tehran’s ideolog-
ical resilience. each side interpreted the other’s moves as 
provocation, justifying its own aggression as defense—rein-
forcing a cycle of mistrust and violence.
Though a ceasefire now holds, the damage is irreversi-
ble. Israel, despite its military superiority, faces internal 
dissent, regional isolation, and a weakened deterrence 
posture. Iran, defiant but economically shattered, is diplo-
matically cornered—its proxy strategy exposed as a path to 
chaos. The Arab world, once inching toward normalization 
with Israel, now recoils as public outrage surges against 
foreign aggression and domestic repression. The U.S., 

abandoning any pretense of mediation, shattered its neu-
trality by backing Israel’s devastation of Gaza and striking 
Iranian nuclear sites. Its role shifted from peacemaker to 
belligerent—its credibility in ruins.
Donald Trump’s ultimatums—demanding Iran’s sur-
render, Tehran’s evacuation, and regime change—
proved mere political theater. They failed to topple 
Iran’s leadership but succeeded in exposing Amer-
ica’s declining strategic influence. empty threats 
eroded Washington’s deterrence and handed Tehran a 
propaganda victory. Far from isolating Iran, the spec-
tacle fractured global diplomacy, revealing a super-
power that speaks loudly but stands alone.
In a grim irony, Pakistan’s nomination of Trump for the 
Nobel Peace Prize—a transparent bid for favor—rings hol-
low amid the rubble. This war was not inevitable. It was 
the product of militarism, unaccountable leadership, and 
global apathy. Both Israel and Iran must confront an un-
comfortable truth: security built on domination breeds 
endless war, not peace. The path forward demands not 
louder threats or deadlier weapons, but mutual recogni-
tion, sovereignty, and the moral imperative to protect 
civilian lives. If these lessons go unheeded, the next war 
will be wider, bloodier, and beyond containment.
– The views expressed in the article are writer’s own

Ramos kicks Toulouse  
to dramatic Top 14 

title after extra-time
PARIS: Full-back Thomas Ramos 
kicked two dramatic penalty goals 
in extra-time as Toulouse edged 
Bordeaux-Begles 39-33 on Saturday 
to claim a record-extending 24th 
French Top 14 title. Ramos’ ice-
cold kicks consolidated Toulouse’s 
place as the giants of French rug-
by and denied Bordeaux-Begles a 

domestic and continental double 
after lifting the Champions Cup 
last month. The 29-year-old slot-
ted 24 points in total as Toulouse 
secured a third straight Top 14 tri-
umph and an 11th consecutive final 
victory in all competitions. They 
were however knocked out of the 
Champions Cup in the semi-finals 

by Bordeaux-Begles last month. 
“With the massive slip-up we had 
in the Champions Cup we couldn’t 
let another knock-out game pass us 
by,” Ramos said. “Bordeaux-Begles 
would have deserved it too... To-
night, we didn’t doubt ourselves.” 
Lock Guido Petti and flanker Pierre 
Bochaton were shown yellow cards 
for Bordeaux-Begles before scrum-
half Maxime Lucu slotted an 
80th-minute penalty to send the 
game to extra-time. Lucu’s kick 
capped an impressive comeback 
after they had trailed by 10 points 
with as many minutes to play at the 
Stade de France. – Agencies

All possible steps 
will be taken for 

promotion of 
Padel sports

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Padel Association on Sunday 
said that all possible steps will be taken for the promotion of 
Padel sports in the Federal capital. According to President, 
Islamabad Padel Association, Sohaib Hassan, after the Islam-
abad Padel Association (IPA) held its first executive Commit-
tee meeting in Islamabad to discuss strategic developments, 
future events and the overall promotion of padel in the region.
The meeting was chaired by the Chairman of the Associa-
tion Mubeen Arif Jutt and Presided by the President Sohaib 
Hassan and attended by senior office-bearers including the 
Vice President Amin Ul Hafeez, Women Vice President 
Sahiba Anwar, General Secretary Abdul Jabbar and Treas-
urer Fahad Ali.  The meeting started with the recitation of 
the holy Quran followed introduction of the newly elected 
members and a welcome address by the President. 
Key items on the agenda included the discussion on the 
structuring of the association, finalization of upcoming 
tournament schedules, infrastructure challenges in the 
twin cities, establishment of local committees, activity cal-
endar and collaboration opportunities with local and inter-
national entities to encourage padel in the city.
In his opening remarks, the President of the Association 
highlighted the rapid growth of padel in Pakistan, especial-
ly among youth in the capital and emphasized the need to 
enhance the sport’s visibility and access at all levels. He 
thanked The Pakistan Padel Federation for ensuring merit 
in formation of body in the Islamabad region.
The Chairman added that currently, padel seems to be a 
sport for ‘elites’; it should be promoted and developed in 
such a way that it should be accessible to all classes of so-
ciety. Only then will we be able to bring out the true talent 
in this sport for our country. Speaking after the meeting, 
General Secretary Abdul Jabbar said, “This session marks 
an important step in our mission to establish Islamabad as 
a national hub for padel. The executive Committee is com-
mitted to building a sustainable and inclusive framework 
for the game’s future”, he added. – APP

Pakistan down Korea 
in Asian Youth Girls 

Netball C’ship
Pakistan will face Japan on 
June 30, while Pakistan will 

play its 5th match in its group 
with Maldives on July 1. Now, 
Pakistan is on top of Pool-B

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan defeated Korea by 91-6 goals in the 
3rd match of Asian Youth Girls Netball Championship 2025, 
at Jeonju Hwasan Gymnasium, Jeonju-si, South Korea.
According to details, Leya Raza Shah, Alisha Naveed, Hal-
eema, Sarina Hussain, Jasmine Farooq, Farah Rasheed, 
Amani, Parisa , Sumayya Ahmed and Alina were played 
outstanding during the match from Pakistan. Results: 1st 
Quarter:PAK-23/KOR-2; 2nd Quarter: PAK-45/KOR-3; 3rd 
Quarter: PAK- 70/KOR- 4; 4th Quarter: PAK- 91/KOR-6.
Chairman, Pakistan Netball Federation, Mudasar Arian, 
President, Sameen Malik, Secretary General, Muham-
mad Riaz congratulated the Pakistan team on the win 
against Korea by a heavy margin of 91-6 goals.
Pakistan is placed in Pool B of the mega event, and Pa-
kistan will play its next match against Japan on Monday.
Pakistan will face Japan on June 30, while Pakistan 
will play its 5th match in its group with Maldives on 
July 1. Now, Pakistan is on top of Pool-B.
eleven teams are participating in the championship and are 
divided into two groups: Group-A, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Hong Kong and India; Group-B, Chinese Taipei, Ja-
pan, Korea, Pakistan, Maldives and Saudi Arabia . Pakistan 
will play five league matches in Group B. – Agencies
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IN today’s evolving world of work, 
changing jobs is no longer viewed 
as a mark of inconsistency — it is 

increasingly acknowledged as a sign 
of professional maturity, self-aware-
ness, and strategic career planning. 
The rigid linear career ladder has 
transformed into a flexible career 
lattice, accommodating cross-func-
tional moves, lateral transitions, and 
cross-sector roles — all indicative 

of a dynamic and progressive ca-
reer journey. Beyond the Private 
Sector: Diverse Career Paths and 
Designation While job mobility is 
commonly associated with the pri-
vate sector, it is important to rec-
ognize that not all professions op-
erate under the same framework. 
Many government, public service, 
civil, defense, and judiciary posi-
tions have fixed hierarchies and 
require service until retirement. 
Still, even within these structures, 
designation-based growth is a vital 
indicator of performance, lead-
ership, and contribution. Here is 
a broad classification of designa-
tions across sectors: 1. Corporate/
Private Sector entry to Senior 
Roles
Intern  Associate →executive → Sen-
ior executive → Assistant Manag-
er → Manager → Senior Manager → 
General Manager → Director → Vice 
President → CeO/MD Specialized 
Tracks (e.g., IT, Finance, Market-
ing) Developer → Team Lead → Tech 
Lead → Solutions Architect → CTO 

Analyst → Senior Analyst → Finance 
Manager → Head of Finance → CFO 
Marketing Assistant → Brand Man-
ager → Marketing Director → CMO.  
2. Government & Civil Service 
(Administrative) Central/Provin-
cial Bureaucracy (e.g., Pakistan 
Administrative Service, IAS, CSS 
Cadres) Assistant Commissioner → 
Deputy Commissioner → Additional 
Secretary → Joint Secretary → Sec-
retary → Federal Secretary Other 
Civil Departments (e.g., educa-
tion, Health, Revenue) Director 
→ Deputy Director → Director → Di-
rector General. 3. Judiciary & Law 
Judicial Cadre Civil Judge → Senior 
Civil Judge → Additional District & 
Sessions Judge → District & Ses-
sions Judge → High Court Judge → 
Supreme Court Judge Legal Pro-
fession (Practice) Junior Advocate 
→ Advocate High Court → Advocate 
Supreme Court → Senior Counsel → 
Attorney General/Law Secretary 
4. Armed Forces & Defense Ser-
vices Military Designations (e.g., 
Army, Navy, Air Force)

Lieutenant → Lieutenant → Captain → 
Major → Lieutenant Colonel → Colo-
nel → Brigadier → Major General 
→ Lieutenant General → General 
(Note: Similar hierarchies apply 
in Navy and Air Force with differ-
ent nomenclature.) 5. education 
Sector Teaching/Academic Line 
School Teacher → Senior Teacher → 
Subject Specialist → Vice Principal 
→ Principal → Director education 
Higher education (University Fac-
ulty) ecturer → Assistant Professor 
→ Associate Professor → Professor → 
Dean → Vice Chancellor 6. Judici-
ary-Linked Services (Magistracy, 
Prosecution, Investigation) Public 
Prosecutor → Deputy Prosecutor 
→ Additional Prosecutor General → 
Prosecutor General Judicial Mag-
istrate → Sessions Judge → Regis-
trar High Court 7. Public Sector 
enterprises/Autonomous Bodies 
Government Corporations/Au-
thorities Junior Officer → Assistant 
Manager → Deputy Manager → Man-
ager → General Manager → execu-
tive Director → MD/Chairman 8. 

Healthcare Sector Doctors/Nurs-
es/Public Health House Officer → 
Medical Officer → Senior Medical 
Officer → Consultant → Senior Con-
sultant → Medical Superintendent
Staff Nurse → Head Nurse → Nurs-
ing Superintendent Why Desig-
nation Matters In both fluid and 
fixed-career structures, designa-
tions matter greatly. They indi-
cate: Growth in responsibility and 
leadership Institutional trust and 
promotion Recognition of skill and 
service Authority and accountability 
even in roles where individuals are 
expected to serve until retirement 
— such as in civil service, judiciary, 
or defense — designation-based 
progression is a critical marker of 
achievement and standing. Chang-
ing Jobs vs Growing Within a Struc-
ture While job-hopping is common 
in the private and entrepreneurial 
sectors, many professionals in struc-
tured public careers — such as teach-
ers, judges, military officers, or civil 
servants — serve long tenures in one 
institution but still progress through 

clearly defined designations. The 
key is not whether a person chang-
es jobs frequently or stays in one 
— it is whether they are growing 
in their role, enhancing their 
competence, and advancing in 
designation. Recognizing Desig-
nation-Based Growth Across All 
Sectors Professional growth is 
not always defined by changing 
employers. In careers with fixed 
service duration, designation 
progression plays an equally 
important role in reflecting de-
velopment. Whether someone 
rises from Lecturer to Professor 
or from Captain to  General, the 
trajectory reflects commitment, 
performance, and leadership.
In all cases — whether through 
job transitions or internal pro-
motions — the pursuit of excel-
lence, continuous learning, and 
aligned purpose defines a successful 
career.  Let us reframe job mobility 
and title progression not as disjoint-
ed changes, but as steps in a purposeful 
and evolving professional journey.

why designations matter in every career path

Briefs
Israeli security 

service says 
60 Hamas 

members held 
in West Bank

HeBRON: Israel’s securi-
ty service said Sunday it 
had broken up a network 
of Hamas militants in the 
occupied West Bank sus-
pected of planning attacks, 
arresting 60 of the group’s 
members.The Shin Bet in-
ternal security agency said 
in a statement that “a sig-
nificant, complex, and large-
scale Hamas infrastructure 
was exposed” in the West 
Bank town of Hebron. It 
said it broke up 10 militant 
cells that “operated to car-
ry out attacks in various 
formats in the immediate 
time frame.” Hamas lead-
ers “worked to recruit, arm, 
and train additional Hamas 
operatives from the area 
to carry out shooting and 
bombing attacks against 
Israeli targets,” according 
to the statement. Shin Bet 
said the three-month joint 
operation with the military 
and police was its biggest 
investigation in the West 
Bank “in the past decade.” 
It said terrorism charges 
were being filed against the 
suspects. Hamas did not im-
mediately comment on the 
statement.—APP

France offers 
to help make 

Gaza food 
distribution 

safer
PARIS: France “stands 
ready, europe as well, to 
contribute to the safety of 
food distribution” in the Pal-
estinian territory of Gaza, 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel 
Barrot said Saturday.
His comments came as 
criticism grew over mount-
ing civilian deaths at Israe-
li-backed food distribution 
centers in the territory.
Such an initiative, he add-
ed, would also deal with 
Israeli concerns that armed 
groups such as Hamas were 
getting hold of the aid Bar-
rot expressed anger over 
“the 500 people who have 
lost their life in food distri-
bution” in Gaza in recent 
weeks. Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyanu 
on Friday denounced as 
a “blood libel” a report in 
left-leaning daily Haaretz 
alleging that military com-
manders had ordered sol-
diers to fire at Palestinians 
seeking humanitarian aid 
in Gaza Aid group Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) on 
Friday denounced the Isra-
el- and US-backed food dis-
tribution effort in Gaza as 
“slaughter masquerading as 
humanitarian aid.—APP

Bus crash 
blaze kills 38 
in Tanzania

DAR eS SALAAM: A colli-
sion between a bus and min-
ibus in Tanzania has killed 
38 people after both vehi-
cles were set on fire by the 
crash, the presidency said 
Sunday The accident in Sa-
basaba, in the Kilimanjaro 
region, on Saturday evening 
occurred after one of the 
bus’s tires punctured, caus-
ing the driver to lose con-
trol. “A total of 38 people 
died in the crash, including 
two women,” a presidency 
statement said, adding that 
28 others were wounded. 
“However, due to the ex-
tent of the burns, 36 bodies 
remain unidentified,” the 
presidency said. Six of the 
injured were still in hospi-
tal for treatment, it added. 
Deadly crashes are frequent 
on Tanzania’s roads.—APP
     

Gaza rescuers 
say Israeli 

forces kill 17, 
including kids

GAZA STRIP: Gaza’s civil 
defense agency said Israe-
li air strikes and gunfire 
killed at least 17 people 
including three children 
in the war-stricken Pales-
tinian territory on Sunday. 
Civil defense spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal said that 
16 people died in air strikes 
at five locations around the 
Gaza Strip, and another 
from Israeli fire near an aid 
distribution center.
The Israeli military said it 
was not able to comment 
on the reported incidents 
but said it was fighting “to 
dismantle Hamas military 
capabilities” in a campaign 
launched in 2023 against 
the Islamist militant group 
whose attack on Israel trig-
gered the war.—APP

UK considers 
envoy for 

Britons held 
abroad

LONDON: Britain is pre-
paring to emulate the Unit-
ed States by appointing an 
envoy tasked with freeing 
citizens arbitrarily detained 
abroad, as it faces calls to do 
more to bring them home. 
High-profile cases like jailed 
egyptian-British activist Alaa 
Abdel Fattah and imprisoned 
Hong Kong media mogul Jim-
my Lai have spotlighted the 
plight of Britons held in jails 
overseas. The UK foreign 
ministry insists it continues 
to press such cases with gov-
ernments, but relatives of 
detainees and human rights 
organisations complain of 
a lack of urgency and trans-
parency. “The government is 
committed to strengthening 
support for British nationals, 
including through the ap-
pointment of a new envoy,” a 
Foreign Office spokesperson 
told AFP. Middle east Minis-
ter Hamish Falconer has said 
an “envoy for Complex Con-
sular Detentions” is expect-
ed to be appointed “before 
the summer”. The govern-
ment has not specified the 
terms of the role but it could 
be similar to America’s Spe-
cial Presidential envoy for 
Hostage Affairs, a position 
created in 2015.
                  Unlike the United 
States though, Britain does 
not take part in prisoner 
exchanges. Professor Carla 
Ferstman, an expert on ar-
bitrary detentions at the Hu-
man Rights Centre at essex 
Law School, said appointing 
someone would be the “clear-
est thing that the UK can do 
that it hasn’t done yet”.—APP

HCSTSI dele-
gation partici-
pates in Paki-
stan Chemical 

expo 
HYDeRABAD: On the spe-
cial directives of Acting Pres-
ident Ahmed Idrees Chohan, 
a high-level delegation of the 
Hyderabad Chamber of Small 
Traders and Small Industry 
(HCSTSI), led by Vice Pres-
ident Shan Sehgal, actively 
participated in the “Pakistan 
Chemical expo 2025 held at 
Karachi expo Centre”.
The delegation visited vari-
ous stalls at the expo and held 
detailed meetings with repre-
sentatives of leading national 
and international companies 
from the chemical, pack-
aging, waste management, 
energy and allied industri-
al sectors. These industry 
leaders expressed their keen 
interest in collaborating with 
HCSTSI and assured their 
intention to visit Hyderabad 
and engage with Chamber in 
the near future. Speaking on 
the occasion, Vice President 
Shan Sehgal stated that inter-
national-standard events like 
the Pakistan Chemical expo 
play a vital role in promoting 
industrial growth, fostering 
research and development, 
facilitating technology trans-
fer and creating valuable 
business linkages. Pakistan 
tourism packages He empha-
sized that Hyderabad was the 
second-largest commercial 
hub of Sindh, home to thou-
sands of active business units 
across sectors such as chem-
icals, pharmaceuticals, plas-
tics, cold beverages, food pro-
cessing and construction. In 
light of this, such exhibitions 
and expos are urgently need-
ed in Hyderabad to support 
local industrial advancement.
Shan Sehgal strongly advo-
cated for the organization of 
dedicated B2B exhibitions 
and roadshows in Hy-
derabad, specifically for 
the chemical and allied 
industries. He highlight-
ed that such initiatives 
would provide local man-
ufacturers —APP

“Royal Metropolitan University: 
Utopia of  Medical Education”
dr IMran YousaF

BISHKeK: A Journey to Royal 
Metropolitan University, Bishkek.
As I step into the tall, five-story 
building of Royal Metropolitan Uni-
versity in the heart of Bishkek, I’m 
met with a sense of pride and resil-
ience. The building, aptly named 
Alma Mata, stands as a testament 
to the university’s journey from 
its infancy to its current stature. 
When I joined the university in its 
preliminary stages, I witnessed 
the administration’s eagerness to 
compete with other landmark uni-
versities. The energy was palpable, 
and the commitment to excellence 
was evident. As a seasoned edu-
cator with experience in teaching 
and diagnostics in Pakistan, I knew 
that teaching international students 
would be a challenge. However, I 
was pleasantly surprised to find 
that the students had a spark that 
just needed guidance. In 2024, we 
took a significant step by establish-
ing the Student Council, a first-of-
its-kind initiative in Bishkek. With 
the help of our consultant partners, 
Dr. Shahid, Dr. Ferman, and Dr. 
Deepak Kumar, we appointed Dr. 
Mohsin Sana as the pioneer presi-
dent. Dr. Mohsin has been blessed 
with gem-like qualities that have 
been instrumental in shaping the 
council’s success. Alongside Dr. 
Mohsin, our founder team consist-

ed of other gems, including Dr. Us-
ama as Vice-President of Content 
Creation and Dr. Asad Khokhar as 
Vice-President of Social Media. 
Leadership Transition
After Dr. Mohsin’s tenure, we had 
another exceptional leader, Dr. 
Abdullah, who continued to build 
on the foundation laid by Dr. Mo-
hsin. Both presidents have played 
a crucial role in shaping the Stu-

dent Council and driving its initia-
tives forward. What Sets Us Apart 
Royal Metropolitan University  as 
its own distinction in several ways  
- Affordable Fee Package: We of-
fer a competitive and affordable 
fee structure, making quality 
education accessible to a wider 
range of students. - One Building, 
All Facilities: Our state-of-the-art 
building provides all the neces-

sary facilities under one roof, 
ensuring a seamless learning 
experience. - Attached Hospitals 
and Clinical Skills: Our affiliation 
with attached hospitals enables 
our students to develop practical 
clinical skills, preparing them for 
real-world challenges. - Global 
Recognition: We are recognized 
globally, including by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), ed-

ucational Commission for Foreign 
Medical Graduates (eCFMG), 
and National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC). - Leading Student 
Council: Our Student Council is 
rapidly becoming a leader in stu-
dent representation and develop-
ment, focusing on grooming students 
for success.As a relatively new univer-
sity in town, we’ve faced challenges, 
particularly with PMDC recognition. 
While we’ve been issued a list allow-
ing our graduates to take the Nation-
al Licensing examination (NLe), our 
ultimate goal is to be included in the 
recognized list A of PMDC. We’ve 
worked tirelessly to meet the PM-
DC’s criteria and are confident that 
our qualifications and standards align 
with their requirements. We’re plan-
ning something big for our students, 
including an international conference 
that will bring together experts and 
scholars from around the world. Our 
professors have already been invited 
by local government universities to 
participate in international confer-
ences, showcasing their expertise 
and the university’s reputation. Con-
clusion: Royal Metropolitan Univer-
sity is a beacon of hope for students 
seeking quality education and a 
bright future. With its commitment to 
excellence, innovative approach, and 
focus on student development, we’re 
confident that our graduates will 
make a mark in the world of med-
icine. Join us on this journey and 
discover the Royal way to success.
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CDA plant nursery 
works overtime 

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) Plant Nursery is striving 
hard to produce a wide variety of plants and flowers to give the federal capital, 
Islamabad, a beautiful atmosphere. With a vast collection of tree and fruit plant 
species, the nursery is working tirelessly to enhance the city’s aesthetic appeal.
Muhammad Ismail, an official said, the nursery boasts an impressive array of 
plants, including Kachnar, Amaltas, Arjun, Patagen, Beschufia, Such Chain, Reetha, 
Jacaranda, Gravillia, Kanak Champa, Gab, Michillia, Sepium, Chir, Deraek, Bakion, 
Budda Tree, Siltus Tun, Bottle Brush, Shareen, Black Shareen, White Aritia, Alsto-
nia, Shahtoot, Tabebuia, Sterculia, Acer, Brachychiton, Dhak, Shisham, Moringa, 
Fiddle wood, Gul-e-Nishter, Willow, Popular, Chinar, Cazorena, Magnolia Grandiflo-
ra, Pilkan, Rubber Plant, and various fruit plants like Gava, Louqat, Jaman, Khatti, 
Annar, Anjeer, Apricot, Peach and Batangi. In addition to these, the nursery also 
features a range of flowering plants, including Cassia, Gulacca, Saru Moor, Pankh 
Parken, Sonia erithinia, Crystagali, Termenilea, Sophora, Legistromia, Habiscus, 
Mirch Samocus, Nagra Jatropha, Chandna Chandni, Home Sokdia, Caryaptus, Rat 
Ki Rani, and many more. The CDA Nursery is also home to a variety of ornamen-
tal plants, such as Yucca, Hemia Hamelia, Patten Suranga, Legestrum, Gardenia, 
euphorbia, Gul-e-Chin, Kanair, Lantana, Badliya, Rose creeper, Passiflora, Bouqa-
invillea, Star Jasmin, Ranqoon Creeper, Wisteri Creeper, Tecoma, Compensation 
Honey Suckle, Schefflera, Ficus, Juniper, Pittosporum, euonymus, and Dracaena.
The nursery’s efforts are aimed at beautifying the city and providing a pleasant en-
vironment for its residents.  With its vast collection of plant species, the CDA Nursery 
is playing a vital role in enhancing Islamabad’s natural beauty. —DNA

egypt to offer Hurghada airport 
to private sector by end of 2025

RIYADH: egypt plans to offer Hurghada International Airport to the private sector by the 
end of 2025 as part of a broader strategy to modernize its aviation sector and attract foreign 
investment, President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi said.   The announcement came during a meeting in 
Al-Alamein City with Minister of Civil Aviation Sameh el-Hefny and egyptAir In-Flight Services 
Chairperson Soheir Abdullah, where el-Sisi reviewed the national roadmap for enhancing civil 
aviation infrastructure and operations.  The move forms part of a national strategy designed 
in partnership with the International Finance Corp., which is advising on a new public-private 
participation model for the country’s airports. The framework is expected to be finalized by 
summer 2025 and will target 11 major airports while maintaining public ownership.  In an offi-
cial post, Ambassador Mohamed el-Shenawy, spokesman for the presidency, said the meeting 
reviewed the comprehensive strategic vision for the advancement of the entire civil aviation 
sector, including air navigation, aircraft fleet development, airport upgrades, and enhance-
ment of human resource capabilities.  “These efforts are part of the state’s broader plan to 
improve the efficiency of the aviation sector, increase its capacity, and enhance the quality 
of services provided to travelers, in support of the national goal to raise the number of 
tourists to 30 million,” the post added.  el-Sisi issued directives to proceed with developing 
egyptian airports through international partnerships centered on efficiency and sustain-
ability, while ensuring an attractive investment environment that guarantees economic 
feasibility and long-term growth.  The plan supports egypt Vision 2030, the country’s na-
tional development blueprint, which includes transforming airports into regional aviation 
hubs equipped with the latest global systems.   el-Sisi also reviewed the “New Republic 
Air Gateway” project at Terminal 4 of Cairo International Airport. Once completed, the 
new terminal will increase the airport’s capacity by at least 30 million passengers, pushing 
total throughput beyond 60 million annually. The project is designed in line with inter-
national standards for safety, security, and environmental sustainability.  The meeting 
also touched on egypt’s achievements in air navigation, especially during recent regional 
airspace closures that increased daily traffic to over 1,600 flights.  According to the pres-
idential spokesman, organizations including eurocontrol, the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, and the International Air Transport Association praised egypt’s air traffic 
controllers for maintaining operational stability and service continuity.  Additionally, the 
meeting highlighted egyptAir’s recent successes. The national carrier was named “Best 
Airline Staff in Africa” for 2025 by Skytrax at the Paris Air Show.  Other accolades included 
Best economy Class Meals, Most Improved Airline in Africa for a second consecutive year, 
and Best Cabin Crew in Africa.  The airline advanced 20 positions in the global ranking to 68th 
place out of more than 325 carriers.  The minister said egyptAir plans to expand its fleet to 97 
aircraft by 2028-29. efforts are also underway to upgrade in-flight services, infrastructure, and 
ground operations, as well as enhance lounge amenities and punctuality. —APP

Around 140,000 rally 
in Belgrade ratcheting 
up calls for elections

BeLGRADe: Around 140,000 protesters rallied in Bel-
grade, the largest turnout in recent months, as stu-
dent-led demonstrations mount pressure on the populist 
government to call early elections. The rally was one of 
the largest in over half a year student-led actions, which 
began in November after the roof of a train station col-
lapsed in the northern city of Novi Sad, killing 16 people 
-- a tragedy widely blamed on entrenched corruption. 
earlier on Saturday, a sea of protesters filled Belgrade’s 
largest square and poured into several surrounding 
streets. The Independent Protest Monitor, Archive of 
Public Gatherings, estimated the crowd size at around 
140,000, significantly higher than the police estimate of 
36,000. “We want elections!” the crowd chanted, waving 
Serbian flags and holding banners bearing the names 
of cities and towns from around the country.  For more 
than half a year, students have blockaded universities 
and organised large demonstrations around the country, 
demanding a transparent investigation into the deaths. 
But in contrast with previous gatherings, which have re-
mained peaceful, clashes erupted between demonstra-
tors and riot police.  AFP journalists witnessed police 
firing tear gas and stun grenades as protesters hurled 
flares at rows of police in several clashes following the 
huge gathering in Serbia’s capital. Police director 
Dragan Vasiljevic said officers had used batons after 
coming under attack but denied deploying “chemical 
agents” to disperse the crowd. Dozens were detained, 
while six officers and two people were injured in the 
violence, Vasiljevic said.   ‘We will rally as long as 
it takes’ Frustrated by government inaction over the 
tragedy, students have been calling for elections since 
May. “We show once again that we will not stop,” law 
student Stefan Ivakovic told AFP. “We will rally as 
long as it takes until the demands are met.—APP

Morocco’s Atlantic 
gambit: linking restive 

Sahel to ocean
eL ARGOUB: A planned trade corridor linking the land-
locked Sahel to the Atlantic is at the heart of an ambitious 
Moroccan project to tackle regional instability and consoli-
date its grip on disputed Western Sahara.
  The “Atlantic Initiative” promises ocean access to Mali, 
Burkina Faso and Niger through a new $1.3-billion port in 
the former Spanish colony claimed by the pro-independ-
ence Polisario Front but largely controlled by Morocco. But 
the project remains fraught with challenges at a time when 
military coups in the Sahel states have brought new leader-
ships to power, intent on overturning longstanding political 
alignments following years of militant violence. The Moroc-
can initiative aims to “substantially transform the economy 
of these countries” and “the region”, said King Mohammed 
VI when announcing it in late 2023. The “Dakhla Atlantic” 
port, scheduled for completion at el Argoub by 2028, also 
serves Rabat’s goal of cementing its grip on Western Saha-
ra after US President Donald Trump recognised its sover-
eignty over the territory in 2020. Morocco’s regional rival 
Algeria backs the Polisario but has seen its relations with 
Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger fray in recent months after 
the downing a Malian drone. Military coups over the past 
five years have seen the three Sahel states pivot towards 
Russia in a bid to restore their sovereignty .—APP

Pakistan 
Pavilion 

inaugurated 
at Euro-Asia 
exhibition 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Pavilion was officially inaugu-
rated on June 29 at the eu-
ro-Asia exhibition in Urumqi, 
Xinjiang, marking a vibrant 
step forward in deepening 
economic ties and cultural 
exchanges between Pakistan 
and China. The event high-
lighted the importance both 
sides attach to regional coop-
eration and people-to-people 
connectivity, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Sunday. The 
pavilion drew significant at-
tention from attendees, with 
premium Pakistani mangoes 
emerging as the star attrac-
tion. Hundreds of visitors 
flocked to taste and learn 
about Pakistani mangoes, 
the “king of fruits,” which 
not only delighted palates but 
also showcased Pakistan’s 
agricultural strengths and ex-
port potential in the Chinese 
market. This year’s exhibi-
tion also marked the first-ever 
participation of the National 
Logistics Corporation (NLC) 
and the Pakistan Green Initia-
tive, adding a new dimension 
to the pavilion. —APP

France offers 
to help make 

Gaza food 
distribution 

safer
PARIS: France “stands 
ready, europe as well, to con-
tribute to the safety of food 
distribution” in the Palestini-
an territory of Gaza, Foreign 
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot 
said Saturday His comments 
came as criticism grew over 
mounting civilian deaths at 
Israeli-backed food distribu-
tion centers in the territory. 
Such an initiative, he added, 
would also deal with Israeli 
concerns that armed groups 
such as Hamas were getting 
hold of the aid. Barrot ex-
pressed anger over “the 500 
people who have lost their 
life in food distribution” in 
Gaza in recent weeks. Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyanu on Friday.—APP
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Govt scraps Rs35 
PTV fee from 

electricity bills
Move to remove fee may save 

consumers Rs1.5 billion monthly

Faisal sheiKh

ISLAMABAD: In a decision expected to offer relief to 
millions of electricity users, the federal government  
has scrapped the Rs35 monthly Pakistan Television 
(PTV) fee currently charged through electricity bills,.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif made a formal announce-
ment, ending a longstanding levy that affects over 40 mil-
lion residential, commercial, and industrial power consum-
ers across the country. The fee, long a source of public 
discontent, has generated around Rs1.5 billion per month 

— nearly Rs16 billion a year — for the state-run broadcaster 
through automatic deductions from utility bills.
This step is aimed at reducing the financial burden on the 
common man and offering real relief in electricity bills, a 
senior official familiar with the matter said.
earlier this week, in a significant move that could ease electric-
ity pricing pressure, the National electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (Nepra) slashed the national average Power Pur-
chase Price (PPP) to Rs25.98 per unit for the fiscal year 2025-
26 — down 3.77% (or Rs1.02/unit) from the current Rs27/unit. 
According to Nepra’s latest determination, the total national 
Power Purchase Price has been set at Rs3.342 trillion for 
FY26. For the ex-Wapda Distribution Companies (XWDis-
cos), the PPP stands at Rs3.066 trillion or Rs26.34 per unit. 
The calculation excludes K-electric’s share. Nepra’s deci-
sion sets the stage for downstream tariff decisions at the 
consumer end in the coming months. Of the total project-
ed PPP for XWdiscos, Rs1.125 trillion is allocated to fuel 
and variable operation and management (O&M) costs, 
while a hefty Rs1.941 trillion — or 63% — is earmarked 
for capacity charges, including NTDC, Pak Matiari-La-
hore Transmission Company (Pvt) Ltd (PMLTC) wheeling 
costs, and CPPA-G’s MoF. Capacity charges alone are esti-
mated at Rs6.484/unit/month, based on an average month-
ly Maximum Demand Indicator (MDI) of 24,943MW.

Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Regional Studies 
(IRS), Islamabad, held a compelling lecture today 
under its eminent Speaker Series, featuring re-
nowned academic Dr. Ahmed Ijaz Malik, Associate 
Professor at the School of Politics and International 
Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University and PhD from 
the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
University of London. The lecture, titled “Political 
economies of Central Asia,” offered a comprehen-
sive and analytical look at the dynamic socio-eco-
nomic and strategic landscape of Central Asia, with 
a special focus on Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajik-
istan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
In his opening remarks, President of IRS, Am-
bassador Jauhar Saleem, set the tone by framing 
Central Asia as a region of growing geopolitical 
significance. He highlighted the region’s geog-
raphy, bridging Russia, China, and South Asia, 
positioning it as a vital transit hub for trade and 
energy across eurasia. Reflecting on the region’s 
post-Soviet evolution, he noted the varied trajec-
tories in governance and economic reform—from 
state-led models to market-oriented approaches. 
He also touched upon the region’s reliance on 
hydrocarbons and the resulting pressure to diver-

sify, especially in the face of global energy shifts.
Dr. Malik’s address delved into the complex polit-
ical and economic contours of the region, noting 
its landlocked geography but immense natural re-
source wealth. Kazakhstan, with its oil, gas, and 
uranium reserves, and Turkmenistan, rich in nat-
ural gas, stand out as energy giants. Uzbekistan, 
with substantial gold and cotton production, is 
moving towards economic liberalization. He lauded 
the 2025 Kyrgyz-Tajik border treaty as a promising 
sign of improving regional diplomacy. Dr. Malik 
stressed the pivotal role played by major global ac-
tors—China, the eU, Russia, and India—in shaping 
the region’s developmental trajectory. 
China’s enhanced role through the BRI, the Digital 
Silk Road, and strategic partnerships with Kazakh-
stan and Turkmenistan has reshaped infrastruc-
ture and digital connectivity. The european Un-
ion, meanwhile, is deepening its footprint via the 
€12 billion Gateway Initiative, a component of the 
broader Global Gateway strategy, aimed at mobiliz-
ing up to €300 billion globally across critical sec-
tors including energy, transport, and technology.
Russia’s influence remains rooted in security 
frameworks and its North-South Corridor, though 
newer transport initiatives like the Trans-Caspian 
route and Middle Corridor. The eU’s first Central 
Asia Summit in April 2025 signaled a serious com-

mitment to the region, identifying areas of coop-
eration such as counterterrorism, cybersecurity, 
border control, and safeguarding against hybrid 
threats, disinformation, and trafficking. Shared 
concerns around youth unemployment, labor 
migration, and environmental degradation—es-
pecially the Aral Sea crisis—were also underlined 
as ongoing regional challenges. Despite these, 
Dr. Malik pointed to significant opportunities in 
renewable energy, hydrogen development, ra-
re-earth extraction, and digital innovation.
Regarding Pakistan’s engagement with Central 
Asia, Dr. Malik emphasized the importance of 
deeper economic and strategic partnerships. He 
highlighted Kazakhstan’s agricultural and petro-
leum sector reforms as a model Pakistan could 
adapt to revitalize its own economy. Kyrgyzstan 
offers scope for trade in consumables and tour-
ism, while Uzbekistan’s shift toward IT and AI 
presents an opening for Pakistan’s skilled work-
force. In Tajikistan, with remittances forming a 
key part of GDP and significant untapped mineral 
resources, there exists strong potential for bilat-
eral cooperation. Dr. Malik also touched upon the 
underutilized potential of the TAPI pipeline, ham-
pered by regional instability, and suggested that 
with a renewed focus and regional trust-building, 
such initiatives could still be realized.

Central Asia offers huge business potential: expert
Russia’s influence remains rooted in security frameworks and its North-South Corridor, 
though newer transport initiatives like the Trans-Caspian route and Middle Corridor

Briefs
Trump tax cut 

bill clears 
hurdle

Dna
WASHINGTON: The US 
Senate advanced President 
Donald Trump’s sweeping 
tax-cut and spending bill on 
Saturday, with billionaire elon 
Musk warning the draft legis-
lation would “destroy millions 
of jobs” and “cause immense 
strategic harm” to the United 
States. Musk slammed the 
plan as “utterly insane and 
destructive,” saying it hand-
ed subsidies to outdated in-
dustries while undermining 
those of the future. 
His remarks came after a 
key procedural vote passed 
51–49, raising the odds that 
lawmakers will be able to 
pass Trump’s “big, beauti-
ful bill” in the coming days, 
which is his top legislative 
priority. The procedural 
vote, which would start de-
bate on the 940-page meg-
abill to fund Trump’s top 
immigration, border, tax-
cut and military priorities, 
began after hours of delay.
It then remained open for 
more than three hours of 
standstill as three Republi-
can senators — Thom Tillis, 
Ron Johnson and Rand Paul 
— joined Democrats to op-
pose the legislation. 

Russian 
strikes wounds 
7 in Ukraine

KYIV: Fresh Russian strikes 
targeting Ukrainian regions in 
the night of Saturday to Sun-
day wounded at least seven 
people, according to the war-
torn country’s authorities, 
calling on Western allies for 
increased military support. 
Since launching its invasion 
in February 2022 Russia has 
launched near-nightly bom-
bardments of its neighbour’s 
towns and cities, raining down 
drones and missiles on mili-
tary and civilian targets alike.
Talks on ending the fighting 
between the two sides are at 
an impasse, with Kyiv accus-
ing Moscow, which occupies 
nearly one-fifth of Ukraine’s 
territory, of wanting the war 
to drag on. In the night the 
Russian army launched 477 
drones and 60 missiles of 
various types, according 
to the Ukrainian air force, 
which said it had intercept-
ed 475 and 39 of those re-
spectively. –Agencies

Illegal 
travel agent 

arrested
LAHORe: FIA Anti-Human 
Smuggling Circle Lahore  ar-
rested an unlicensed travel 
agent involved in illegal over-
seas employment  schemes.  
FIA spokesperson told the 
media on Sunday, that ar-
rested suspect identified  as 
Aftab-ur-Rehman was oper-
ating business namely “Le-
gal Migration Consultancy”  
in Johar Town, Lahore. 
During the raid, the FIA offi-
cials recovered 31 Pakistani 
passports, various other 
documents, and Rs 807,000 
in cash, along with receipts 
believed to be collected  
from victims. Additionally, 
25 mobile phones and oth-
er relevant records were 
also  seized.  Preliminary 
investigations revealed that 
the suspect maintained con-
tact with other  agents and 
foreign associates through 
these mobile devices.  – APP

Sunday 
quake jolts 
Balochistan

Dna
ISLAMABAD: A 5.3 magni-
tude earthquake shook cen-
tral parts of the country in 
early hours of Sunday morn-
ing, where the tremor was re-
corded at approximately 3:30 
am local time (2230 GMT), 
catching many residents off 
guard while they slept. Ac-
cording to details, the Unit-
ed States Geological Survey 
(USGS) reported that the 
epicenter was pinpoint-
ed around 60 kilometres 
to the north-northeast of 
Barkhan, a town located in 
Balochistan province, a pri-
vate news channel reported.
While the quake caused wide-
spread alarm, there were no 
immediate reports of casu-
alties or major  damage. Au-
thorities are continuing to as-
sess the situation and have 
urged citizens to remain 
cautious and prepared for 
potential aftershocks. 

Israeli strike 
on Tehran’s 
evin prison 

killed 71
TeHRAN: An Israeli strike 
on Tehran’s evin prison 
during this month’s 12-day 
war killed at least 71 people, 
Iran’s judiciary said Sunday, 
days after a ceasefire end-
ed hostilities between the 
two arch-foes. The strike on 
Monday destroyed part of 
the administrative building 
at evin, a large, heavily forti-
fied complex in the north of 
Tehran, which rights groups 
say holds political prisoners 
and foreign nationals.
“According to official fig-
ures, 71 people were killed 
in the attack on evin pris-
on,” said judiciary spokes-
man Asghar Jahangir of 
the attack, part of the bom-
bardment campaign Israel 
launched on June 13.
to Jahangir, the victims at 
evin included administra-
tive staff, guards, prisoners 
and visiting relatives as well 
as people living nearby.
Images shared by the judici-
ary showed destroyed walls, 
collapsed ceilings, scattered 
debris, and broken surfaces 
across waiting areas at the 
facility. The judiciary said that 
evin’s medical centre and 
visiting rooms had been tar-
geted. On Tuesday, a day after 
the strike, the judiciary said 
that the Iranian prison author-
ity had transferred inmates 
out of evin prison, without 
specifying their number or 
identifying them. The inmates 
at evin have included Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Narges 
Mohammadi as well as sev-
eral French nationals and 
other foreigners.– Agencies

A wave of diplomatic departures: 
Several envoys did farewell to Pak
Hungarian Ambassador Bela Fazekas holds a unique position in diplomatic history, having served as 
Hungary’s envoy not once, but twice. His first term was in 2007, and he returned years later for a second 
stint, making him one of the few ambassadors to be appointed to the same country multiple times

Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: In recent months, Pakistan 
has witnessed a significant transition in its 
diplomatic landscape as several foreign am-
bassadors have either completed their ten-
ures or are preparing to leave. This wave 
of departures includes long-serving dip-
lomats, retiring envoys, and those leaving 
due to political changes in their home coun-
tries. Among them is Hungary’s Ambassa-
dor Bela Fazekas, who is set to depart after 
completing his second term in Pakistan—a 
rare distinction in the world of diplomacy.
Hungarian Ambassador Bela Fazekas 
holds a unique position in diplomatic his-
tory, having served as Hungary’s envoy 
not once, but twice. His first term was in 
2007, and he returned years later for a 
second stint, making him one of the few 
ambassadors to be appointed to the same 
country multiple times. His deep under-

standing of Pakistan’s political and cul-
tural dynamics allowed him to strengthen 
bilateral ties, particularly in trade, educa-
tion, and cultural exchange.
Fazekas is part of an exclusive group of 
diplomats who have had the rare oppor-
tunity to serve twice in the same country. 
Another notable example is Aybek Os-
manov, the former Ambassador of Uzbek-
istan to Pakistan, who also served two 
separate terms. Such reappointments 
are uncommon in diplomacy, as ambas-
sadors are typically rotated to different 
postings after their terms end.
Alongside Ambassador Fazekas, several 
other high-profile envoys are bidding fare-
well to Pakistan: Austria’s Ambassador An-
drea Wicke: After a distinguished career, 
Ambassador Wicke is retiring from foreign 
service. During her tenure, she worked to 
enhance Austria-Pakistan relations, particu-
larly in economic cooperation and cultural 
diplomacy. Iraq’s Ambassador Hamid Ab-

bas Lafta has already left Islamabad, mark-
ing the end of his diplomatic assignment. 
His departure follows the completion of his 
term, with Iraq expected to appoint a new 
ambassador soon. South Korea’s Ambassa-
dor is set to leave Pakistan in the coming 
weeks. His tenure saw significant progress 
in Pakistan-South Korea relations, especial-
ly in technology, automotive industry col-
laboration, and workforce exchanges.
eU Ambassador Riina Kionka as the head 
of the european Union delegation to Paki-
stan, played a pivotal role in shaping eU-Pa-
kistan relations, particularly in trade, gov-
ernance, and human rights. Her departure 
marks the end of a dynamic term.
Denmark’s Ambassador Jakob Linulf, 
known for his active engagement in devel-
opment projects and climate advocacy, is 
also concluding his assignment in Pakistan.
In some cases, ambassadors have left be-
fore completing their expected tenures, 
likely due to political shifts in their home 

countries:  Kyrgyzstan’s ambassador depar-
ture was abrupt, with no official successor 
named yet. Given recent political develop-
ments in Kyrgyzstan, his exit may be linked 
to changes in government priorities.
Sri Lanka’s high commissioner left Pa-
kistan earlier than anticipated. Colombo 
has not yet announced a replacement, 
suggesting internal political factors may 
have influenced the decision. 
The simultaneous departure of multiple 
ambassadors signals a transitional phase 
in Pakistan’s foreign relations. While 
some exits are routine (due to retire-
ments or term completions), others—like 
those of Kyrgyzstan and Sri Lanka—re-
flect broader geopolitical changes.
For now, the country bids farewell to these 
diplomats, acknowledging their service in 
strengthening Pakistan’s global partner-
ships. The coming months will be crucial as 
new envoys take charge, shaping the next 
chapter of Pakistan’s diplomatic relations.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassadors of Austria, Denmark, EU and Hungary. – DNA

Mohsin Naqvi visits injured 
soldiers in Bannu

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi visited CMH Ban-
nu on Saturday to inquire about the 
health of security personnel injured 
in a recent terrorist attack in North 
Waziristan. The attack, carried out by 
militants associated with "Fitna-e-Hin-
dustan," left several soldiers wounded.  
Minister Naqvi met with the injured, 
praised their courage, and offered 
prayers for their speedy recovery. 
"Your bravery has further strength-
ened our resolve in the fight against 
terrorism," he said. "You are the proud 
sons of Pakistan, and the entire nation 
stands with you."  He added that no en-
emy can defeat a country that has such 
fearless defenders. Inspector General 
of Police Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Zu-
lfiqar Hameed, also accompanied the 
minister and expressed solidarity 
with the injured personnel. –APP

Ogra notifies 50% 
increase in fixed 

gas charges
Fixed charges for protected category 

increased from Rs400 to Rs600
 

Dna
ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) 
on Sunday announced revised gas prices for the fiscal year 
2025-26, notifying a 50% increase in fixed gas charges for 
domestic consumers, effective from July 1. “The federal 
government, in response to Ogra’s determinations of SNG-
PL [Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited] and SSGCL [Sui 
Southern Gas Company Limited] of estimated revenue 
requirement for FY 2025-26, has advised revised catego-
ry-wise natural gas sales effective July 01, 2025,” stated a 
notification issued by Ogra.. According to the notification, 
the federal government increased the fixed charges for 
protected category from Rs400 to Rs600, while those in 
the non-protected category will now pay Rs1,500, up from 
Rs1,000. For non-protected consumers whose gas con-
sumption exceeds 1.5 cubic hectometres (hm³), fixed charg-
es have been raised from Rs2,000 to Rs3,000, it stated.


