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Iftikhar

Trump ‘optimistic’

Qatar says ‘we

will need time’
for Gaza accord

Israel opposes an independent Palestinian state

CENTRELINE REPORT

WASHINGTON: Qatar has called for more time to finalize
a Gaza ceasefire deal, urging all parties to show restraint
and patience as negotiations enter a critical phase. A senior

Netanyahu nominates
Trump for Nobel prize

Qatari official, speaking to international media, said, “We are
working tirelessly with all stakeholders. A sustainable cease-

fire cannot be rushed—it must be just and lasting.”
Meanwhile, U.S. President Donald Trump has report-
edly re-engaged with Middle East diplomacy, holding
back-channel talks with regional figures to push for an im-
mediate ceasefire. “We cannot allow more innocent lives
to be lost,” Trump said in a brief statement.

At the same time, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu has arrived in Washington for high-level talks with the Bid-
en administration. The visit is seen as crucial amid growing
international pressure on Israel to halt its ongoing military
operations in Gaza, which have drawn condemnation for their
humanitarian toll. While some progress has been made, dip-
lomats caution that key differences remain—particularly over
prisoner exchanges and guarantees for long-term security.

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

Heavy rains
expected in
next 2 days

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The NDMA
issued fresh alerts for flash
flooding and glacial lake
outbursts in the northern
and northwestern prov-
inces of Gilgit-Baltistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
citing “a significant rise in
temperatures and...an up-
coming weather system.”
The PMD on Tuesday issued
an alert for heavy rainfall in
several parts of the coun-
try, including Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, northeast Punjab,
Azad Kashmir and parts of
Balochistan, for the next
two days. Monsoon rains fall
across the region from June
to September, offering res-
pite from the summer heat.
They are crucial to replen-
ishing water supplies and
agriculture, and therefore
the livelihoods of millions of
farmers and food security.
However, they also wreak
havoc by triggering deadly
floods, landslides and dis-
placement, particularly in
vulnerable, poorly drained,
or densely populated areas.
At least 19 people lost their
lives in Balochistan, KP,
and the twin cities of Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi due to
rain-related incidents in the
past two days. An alert by
the National Emergencies
Operation Centre (NEOC)
about a possible flood-like
situation in various parts of
the country has prompted
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to order the NDMA
to be prepared to deal with
potential emergencies.

Turkish
defence

minister
arrives

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Min-
ister of National Defence
of Tirkiye has arrived
in Islamabad on an offi-
cial visit. He was warmly
received by Additional
Secretary (West Asia),
Ambassador Syed Ali
Asad Gillani. During his
official visit to Pakistan,
key matters of mutual in-
terest will be discussed.

The visit highlights the
close brotherly ties be-
tween Pakistan and Tiirki-
ye, founded on shared val-
ues, mutual respect, and a
long history of friendship.

DNA

WASHINGTON: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Monday he has nominated Don-
ald Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize, presenting
the US president with a letter he sent to the prize
committee. The move comes as Israel continues its
onslaught on Gaza, which has so far killed 57,523
Palestinians. Last year, the UN-backed Internation-
al Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest warrants for
Netanyahu, citing allegations of war crimes and
crimes against humanity. The court said he, along
with ex-defence minister Yoav Gallant, “intentional-
ly and knowingly deprived the civilian population in
Gaza of objects indispensable to their survival”, in-
cluding food, water, medicine, fuel, and electricity.

A sister publication of CENTRPm\IE & DNA News

Show moral courage
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says Atta Tarar
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PM says
automation of
FBR priority

Custom Clearance
and Risk Management
System resulted in over
92% improvement in
performance, PM told

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has
stressed that reforms in the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) were among the gov-
ernment’s top priorities, and
the new technology-based
modern system would bring
ease in doing business and
provide convenience to tax-
payers, The News reported.
“By automating the tax sys-
tem, we are making it more
transparent and effective,”
PM Shehbaz said while
chairing a meeting con-
cerning FBR where he was
informed that for the first
time in Pakistan’s history,
an artificial intelligence (AI)-
based Custom Clearance
and Risk Management Sys-
tem (RMS) has been intro-
duced. “During the initial
testing of the new system,
over 92% improved per-
formance was observed,”
the meeting was told. The
briefing also highlighted
not only there was 83%
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari administers

oath to newly-appointed Chief Justice of Islamabad
High Court Justice Sarfraz Dogar. — DNA

President Zardari says

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’s
(PPP) Secretary General Nayyar Hussain
Bukhari on Tuesday categorically rebuked
the rumours circulating regarding President

Party

Asif Ali Zardari’s future as the country’s
head of state and said that the government

PIT urges JUI-F to
refuse reserved seats

Reserved seats only PTI’s right but have been

put up for “auction”

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Adviser to Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa chief minister on Information
Barrister Muhammad Saif has urged Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman to show moral courage and
refuse to accept the reserved seats.

“If the opposition parties have even the
slightest moral courage, they will refuse to
take reserved seats which are only PTI’s
right but have been put up for ‘auction’,”
said Saif. “Fazlur Rehman should also
show moral courage like [ANP’s] Amir
Haider Hoti,” the KP CM’s aide said while

, says Barrister Saif

June 27 verdict, which declared the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ineligible
for the reserved seats, after which the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
restored five reserved seats for women in
the National Assembly from KP.

The electoral body also reinstated 21
reserved seats for women in the KP As-
sembly of which eight were allocated to
JULF, six to Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), and five to the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP). The ECP has also
announced a revised schedule for Senate
elections in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, setting
July 21 as the new polling date. Apart from
the issue of senate elections, the reserved

welcoming the latter’s statement regard-
ing not accepting the reserved seats.
His remarks refer to the Supreme Court’s

‘Anti-state content’

21 prominent
YouTube channels
blocked in Pakistan

YouTube channels allegedly involved
in spreading material in violation
of Peca and other relevant laws

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: A local court in the federal capital on Tues-
day ordered the blocking of 27 prominent YouTube chan-
nels for allegedly sharing content deemed anti-state. The
order was issued by Islamabad’s Judicial Magistrate Abbas
Shah on the request of the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA).According to the court order, the FIA’s Cyber Crime
Wing initiated an inquiry into the matter on June 2, 2025.
During the course of the investigation, the agency identified
multiple YouTube channels allegedly involved in uploading
and spreading material in violation of the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act (Peca) and other relevant laws. The court
noted: “In the light of facts explained and evidence presented
by the enquiry officer, this court is convinced that the subject
matter constitutes offences punishable under the Prevention
of Electronic Crimes Act and Penal Laws of Pakistan.”

The court said it was satisfied with the evidence submitted
by the FIA and permitted legal action in accordance with the
law.As per the written order, the head or officer in-charge of
the security department or custodian of records of Google
LLC (YouTube) has been directed to block or remove access
to the 27 identified YouTube channels. The directive was
issued on FIA’s plea filed under Section 94 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. It may be noted that the contentious Pre-
vention of Electronic Crimes (Peca) (Amendment) Bill 2025
was signed into a law in January, with new definitions, the
establishment of regulatory and investigative bodies, and
stricter penalties for disseminating “false” information.
According to the Peca 2025, any person “aggrieved by fake
and false information” can approach the authority for remov-
al or blocking access to such information and the authority
would issue orders no later than 24 hours on the request.
The legislation was met with strong opposition from the rival
parties of the ruling coalition as well as journalists and me-
dia bodies under the umbrella of the Joint Action Committee
(JAC). A report released by the Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan (HRCP) also underscored serious flaws in the
Peca (Amendment) Act 2025 and called for the law to be
repealed entirely without accepting any coercive applica-
tion of the law’s previous iterations from 2016 and 2023.

seats also hold importance with regards to

Dozens
missing after
floods in Nepal

At least 18 people missing
in Nepal while China says
11 were unaccounted
for near its mountainous
border region

DNA

KATHMANDU: Over two
dozen people were missing
after torrential rain in Chi-
na’s Tibet region triggered
a deluge in the Bhote Koshi
River, washing away the
“Friendship Bridge” that
links China and Nepal, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Weather forecasting ex-
perts said the flood might
have been the result of an
overflowing glacial lake in
Tibet since there had been
no heavy rainfall in the im-
mediate catchment area of

Continued on Page 06

could not function without the party’s sup-
port. “The government cannot function
without the support of the PPP. There is no
truth to the speculations against President
Zardari,” said Bukhari. The -clarification
comes amidst reports suggesting President
Zardari’s removal from office and that an-
other constitutional amendment was in the
offing. The said rumours began circulating

Continued on Page 06

NEews DESK

THE HAGUE: The International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) on Tuesday issued arrest
warrants for senior Taliban leaders in Af-
ghanistan over the persecution of women,

a crime against humanity. ICC judges said
in a statement there were "reasonable
grounds" to suspect Supreme Leader Hai-

Continued on Page 06

Govt can’t function
without PPP support

PPP Secretary General Nayyar Bukhari
clarifies PPP not joining federal cabinet

Justice Dogar sworn
in as CJ IHC

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zard-
ari on Tuesday administered oath of
the office of Chief Justice Islamabad
High Court to Justice Sardar Muham-
mad Sarfraz Dogar, in an oath-taking
ceremony, held at Aiwan e Sadr. The
ceremony was attended by judges
of the high court , Chairman Senate
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, Chief Minis-
ter Punjab Maryam Nawaz, ministers,
parliamentarians, representatives and

Continued on Page 06

Persecution of women

ICC seeks arrest
of Taliban leaders

Alleged crimes were committed between Agust 15,

2021 and continued until at least January 20, 2025

batullah Akhundzada and chief justice Ab-
dul Hakim Haqqani "have committed... the
crime against humanity of persecution... on
gender grounds." "While the Taliban have
imposed certain rules and prohibitions on
the population as a whole, they have specifi-
cally targeted girls and women by reason of

their gender, depriving them of fundamental

Continued on Page 06
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29 Kids,
__driver
injured after
van skids off

road in AJK

Chikar: At least 29 school-
children and their driver
were injured after a van
plunged off a treacherous
hilly road in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) on
Tuesday, police said. Fatal
accidents are common on
roads in the mountainous
regions of the country due
to traffic rule violations,
treacherous terrain and
poor infrastructure. The
van, carrying boys and girls
from the private Islamia
Public School in Chikar,
was returning students to
their homes when it met
with the accident near a
spot known as Tambrial
Mor, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Mirza
Zahid Hussain told Dawn.
com. Chikar, a town and hill
station in AJK’s Jhelum Val-
ley district, is situated at an
altitude of 5,272 feet above
sea level and lies about 46
kilometres from Muzaffara-
bad, the state capital. —~APP

Air Chief , Chief of Staff of PLAAF

discuss matter
ISLAMABAD: A high level de-

tenant General Wang Gang,
eration Army Air Force, called
Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of
Force, at Air Headquarters Is-
matters of mutual interest, re-
avenues of enhanced bilateral
the domain of airpower and
cussed. The Air Chief extend-
distinguished guests, reiterat-
enjoy historic and time-tested
strategic convergence and
al peace & stability. Lieuten-
given a comprehensive brief-
initia-
operational doctrine. Chief of
the strong bond of friend-
Forces and reiterated Paki-
cooperation
operational domains. General
appreciation for the high
and the cutting-edge capabili-
was particularly impressed by
of Multi-Domain Operations,
ern air warfare and conveyed

structure, strategic

to expanding

of mutual interests
E fence delegation led by Lieu-

Chief of Staff of People’s Lib-
on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air
lamabad. During the meeting,
gional security dynamics and
cooperation, particularly in
operational synergy were dis-
ed a gracious welcome to the
ing that Pakistan and China
ties rooted in mutual trust,
shared aspirations for region-
ant General Wang Gang was
ing on PAF’s modern force
tives and the evolution of its
the Air Staff also reaffirmed
ship between the two Air

T e . .
& stan Air Force’s commitment

in training, technology and
Wang Gang expressed deep
state of operational readiness
ties of Pakistan Air Force. He
PAF’s seamless integration
terming it a hallmark of mod-
PLAAF’s keen

interest in

learning from PAF’s battle-proven experience in Multi Domain Operations. Lauding the professional acumen and strategic foresight of PAF’s leadership, the visiting dignitary paid rich
tribute to the exemplary performance of Pakistan Air Force during the recent conflict with India. He praised the decisive and measured response delivered by PAF pilots under the
resolute leadership of the Air Chief, describing it as a textbook example of precision, discipline and courage in the face of unprovoked aggression. The meeting stands as a testament
to the shared resolve of Pakistan and China to advance their time-tested strategic partnership through deepened cooperation and innovation-driven collaboration.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Stock Exchange’s (PSX)
benchmark KSE-100 Index
gained 33.04 points, on
Tuesday, a positive change
of 0.02 percent, closing at
133,403.19 points against
133,370.15 points last trad-
ing day.

A total of 1,206,524,901
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
919,907,440 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood
at Rs 42.028 billion against
Rs 45.311 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 480 companies
transacted their shares
in the stock market, 217
of them recorded gains
and 231 sustained losses,
whereas the share price
of 32 companies remained
unchanged. The three
top trading companies
were TPL Properties with
96,716,252 shares at Rs
10.72 per share, WorldCall
Telecom with 64,365,959
shares at Rs 1.60 per share
and Hascol Petrol with
47,695,588 shares at Rs
11.33 per share.—APP

Mock exercise to test
flood emergency response

ABBOTTABAD: To strengthen preparedness for rain and flood-related emergencies, a comprehensive mock exercise was
conducted on Tuesday in Harnoi on the special instructions of Deputy Commissioner Abbottabad, Captain (R) Sanaullah
Khan. The exercise was organized to assess the response capabilities of key departments in handling emergency situ-
ations involving flooding and water-related hazards.The simulation aimed to ensure the safety of citizens by testing re-
al-time coordination and readiness of various government bodies. Personnel from the Abbottabad district administration,
Rescue 1122, Civil Defense, Health Department, Police, and Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA) participated in the
drill. Additional Deputy Commissioner Relief and Human Rights, Mr Amanullah Saeed, supervised the entire operation
and reviewed the on-ground response measures. Speaking on the occasion, officials highlighted that the primary objective
of the exercise was to evaluate interdepartmental coordination, improve rapid response mechanisms.—APP

Monsoon tree
plantation
campaign

launched in
Hazara

ABBOTTABAD, Jul 08
(APP):Commissioner Haz-
ara Division, Fayaz Ali
Shah Tuesday inaugurated
the Monsoon Tree Plan-
tation Campaign 2025 by
planting a sapling at the
Commissioner’s Office
lawn in Abbottabad. The
campaign aims to promote
environmental sustainabil-
ity and enhance green cov-
er across the region.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony, Com-
missioner Fayaz Ali Shah
highlighted the vital role
of trees in preserving
the environment, calling
them the “ornaments of
the earth and protectors
of the ecosystem.” He em-
phasized that creating a
healthy and pleasant envi-
ronment is a valuable leg-
acy for future generations
and requires collective
efforts from every citizen.
He pointed out that Haz-
ara Division is naturally
gifted with scenic beauty
and a favorable climate,
and it is the responsibility
of every individual to safe-
guard this blessing. Large-
scale plantation, he said,
is essential to maintaining
ecological balance. The
Commissioner stressed
that merely planting sap-
lings is not sufficient; their
care and protection must
be ensured so they can
grow into strong, healthy
trees that help improve air
quality and overall environ-
mental conditions. Fayaz
Ali Shah also instructed
all Deputy Commissioners
across Hazara Division to
implement  well-coordi-
nated and comprehen-
sive plantation strate-
gies in their respective
districts. He urged them
to involve local commu-
nities actively to ensure
the success of the cam-
paign. _APP

Rs 364b KP educatio

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Minister for Edu-
cation Faisal Khan Tarakai
on Tuesday held a detailed
press conference, unveiling
the provincial government’s
comprehensive plans for
education reform and devel-
opment in the fiscal year.
Speaking at the Information
and Public Relations Cell,
he announced that the prov-
ince’s education budget has
reached Rs 364 billion, mark-
ing an llpc increase com-
pared to last year. Of this, Rs
345 billion has been allocat-
ed to current expenditures,
including Rs 303 billion for
salaries and Rs 43 billion for
non-salary expenses, while
Rs 19 billion is earmarked for
development projects.

Tarakai stated that a total of
96 development projects are

Swat tragedy exposes KP
govt’s attempts to cover up

incompetence:

PESHAWAR :Federal Min-
ister for States and Fron-
tier Regions, Gilgit Balti-
stan and Kashmir Affairs
and President of Pakistan
Muslim League (N) Engr
Amir Mugam said that
River Swat tragedy has ex-
posed KP Govt’s attempts
to cover up its incompe-
tence. “What the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
is doing after the heart-
breaking Swat River trag-
edy is, in fact, an effort to
conceal its own failures,”
he said in a statement
here. He said a sensitive
and central location of
Swat which is divisional
headquarters  witnesses
a sorrowful event, yet

the government fails to
provide timely aid or an
effective response. This,
in itself, is proof of their
failure. “What’s even more
surprising is that, in order
to divert attention from its
weaknesses, the govern-
ment of KP has staged a so-
called anti-encroachment
operation. The hotels that
were demolished — their
owners were neither given
prior notice nor subjected
to any legal process. The
truth is, the very NOCs
and permits for these
buildings were issued by
the same governments
that have been in power
for the past 12-13 years.”
He clarified that as for his

Ami

hotel, it was constructed
through a completely le-
gal process in 2005. Its
design was properly ap-
proved, and an NOC was
granted. Mugam said he
later purchased this hotel
and possess all the legal
documentation. The ho-
tel is currently non-func-
tional, yet he am being
targeted for political
revenge. He questioned
what truly pains us is
the plight of the hun-
dreds of poor individuals
whose businesses were
destroyed without any
prior notice or legal pro-
cedure. This approach is
not only unlawful but also
inhumane.—APP

Govt’s initiatives for revival of
manufacturing sector hailed

PESHAWAR : Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) has welcomed the gov-
ernment’s announcement of a new industrial policy for revival of the country’s declining
manufacturing sector. However, it cautioned that without immediate, inclusive, and prac-
tical measures, the manufacturing sector—already gasping for survival-may face irrevers-
ible collapse. Fazal Mogeem Khan, president Abdul Jalil Jan, senior vice president and
Shehryar Khan, vice president and members of the SCCI’s executive committee in a joint
statement issued here on Tuesday took a stance that the announcement signals recogni-
tion of the crisis, the business community, particularly industrialists, are standing at the
edge of despair. Senior office bearers went on to say that skyrocketing energy costs, an
unpredictable policy environment, insecurity, and a crippling taxation regime have ren-
dered operations unsustainable for many manufacturers, especially small and medium
enterprises, “Our factories are shutting down, our machines are falling silent, and our
workers are being laid off. If this continues, we won’t just lose industrial output—we’ll
lose hope,” the SCCI said. President Fazal Mogeem Khan expressed serious con-
cern over the consistent decline in the industrial sector’s share in GDP—from 26%
in 1996 to just 18% in 2025—calling it not just a number but a reflection of lost jobs,
shuttered businesses, and fading confidence in Pakistan’s economic future. The SCCI
chief, while appreciating the proposed steps such as fiscal incentives, legal reforms,
and industrial rehabilitation, stressed that without direct and meaningful engagement
with stakeholders, including regional chambers, these efforts may once again remain
limited to paper. “The policies designed in Islamabad must reflect the ground reali-
ties of Faisalabad, Karachi, Peshawar, and Quetta,” Mogeem added. “Decisions made
without us, will not serve us.” The SCCI president emphasized that the true revival of
industry requires bold political will, structural reforms, and an enabling environment
where enterprise is rewarded—not punished. Fazal Mogeem urged the govern-
ment to prioritize transparency, predictability, and regional inclusivity in the
implementation of this policy. Reiterating its commitment, the SCCI president
pledged full cooperation in any sincere efforts aimed at pulling the country’s
industrial sector back from the brink—but warned that time is running out. “We
are not asking for favors; we are demanding our right to survive, contribute,
and grow. The economy cannot thrive if its industries are in free fall.” —APP

budget unveiled

being undertaken in the edu-
cation sector this year, which
includes 29 new and 67
ongoing schemes. Among
these are the restoration
and renovation of 10 historic
school buildings, the estab-
lishment of 41 new primary
schools and 12 secondary
schools, the upgradation of
31 primary schools to middle
level, and 23 middle schools
to high level. He emphasized
that this year’s budget also
includes the construction of
500 additional classrooms
across the province to ad-
dress the growing student
population. The minister
highlighted the introduction
of a Teachers Licensing Pro-
gram aimed at improving
teaching standards.

He revealed that the recruit-
ment of 16,500 new teachers

is underway through ETEA,
while 30,000 newly hired
teachers are currently un-
dergoing induction training.
Additionally, the training
process for 1,300 newly
recruited school leaders is
nearing completion. In a ma-
jor step to expand access to
education, the Elementary
and Secondary Education
Foundation will facilitate
the establishment of 200
new schools this year. The
government is also launch-
ing an initiative to bring
out-of-school children back
into the classroom by opera-
tionalizing schools in rented
buildings, which will be made
functional immediately.

Tarakai further shared that
1,053 schools are currently
running in second shifts,
with 588 for boys and 465 for

girls, accommodating over
70,000 students. He proudly
noted that the ongoing en-
rollment drive has already
brought 830,000 children
into schools this year, includ-
ing 515,000 boys and 315,000
girls. To promote technol-
ogy and transparency, the
education department has
introduced a digital attend-
ance management system
and implemented on-screen
marking of examination pa-
pers across the province. He
said that surveillance cam-
eras have been installed in
examination centers to curb
cheating, and student facil-
itation centers have been
established at all educational
boards. Similarly, a unified
item bank has also been de-
veloped to standardize ex-
ams, and disciplinary action

Joint Anti-Narcotics
operation

Pak Navy
seizes large
quantity of
liquor

KARACHI : Pakistan Navy,
in collaboration with Direc-
torate of Excise, Taxation &
Anti-Narcotics (South Zone
Balochistan) and Joint Mar-
itime Information Coordina-
tion Centre (JMICC), seized
a large quantity of liquor dur-
ing a counter-narcotics oper-
ation off the coast of Gadani.
The value of the seized con-
signment is estimated at Rs
350 million, said a news re-
lease by Directorate Gener-
al Public Relations Pakistan
Navy on Tuesday.

The consignment was being
smuggled into Pakistan via
sea routes from international
origins. The confiscated lig-
uor has been handed over to
Directorate of Excise, Taxa-
tion & Anti-Narcotics (South
Zone Balochistan) for further
legal proceedings, it further
said.

This successful operation
underscores Pakistan Navy’s
unrelenting vigilance and
commitment to countering
illicit maritime activities,
thereby ensuring maritime
security and upholding the
rule of law at sea.—APP

Governor
Sindh
administers

oath to Justice
Junaid

KARACHI: The Sindh Gov-
ernor Muhammad Kamran
Khan Tessori administered
the oath office to Mr. Justice
Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar
as the Chief Justice (CJ) of
the Sindh High Court (SHC)
at the venue for the first
time, where father of the
nation Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah had taken
oath of the office of Governor
General, in Governor House.
Sindh Chief Minister Sindh
Syed Murad Ali Shah, Senior
Sindh Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon, Sindh Home Minister
Ziaul Hasan Lanjar, Mayor of
Karachi Murtaza Wahab, and
some MPAs of the Sindh As-
sembly attended the ceremo-
ny. The simple and impressive
oathtaking ceremony was
managed by the Sindh Chief
Secretary Syed Asif Haider
Shah. On the occasion, Con-
sul Generals of Turkey, UAE,
Oman, Bahrain, Iraq, Japan,
Bangladesh and other coun-
tries to Karachi also attended
Court Bar, lawyers and judg-
es,IGP Sindh and renowned
ssmen and dignitaries
city participated in the
oath-taking ceremony in large
numbers.—APP

has been taken against staff
involved in exam malpractice
or paper leaks. Among the
innovative measures is the
launch of an Education Card,
designed to serve as a sin-
gle, integrated platform
for students to access free
textbooks, scholarships,
stipends, and other ben-
efits. To ensure the long-
term financial sustaina-
bility of this initiative, he
said an endowment fund
has been established. The
province will also pro-
vide students with free
school bags, stationery,
and necessary education-
al materials. Scholarships
such as ETEA, Stori Da
Pakhtunkhwa, and Reh-
mat-ul-Alameen will con-
tinue to support deserv-
ing students._APP

KP CM launches landmark
rural sanitation program

PESHAWAR :In a major
step toward improving hy-
giene and public health,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur on Tuesday ap-
proved a province-wide rural
sanitation program under
the Local Government De-
partment. The initiative,
unveiled in a high-level meet-
ing, aims to bring dedicated
sanitation services to over
2,000 village councils in the
first phase, marking the first
such effort in the province’s
history. An official commu-
nique issued here said that in
the first phase, the program
will be launched in 2,061 ru-
ral union councils across the
province. An initial budget
of Rs 5.5 billion has been
proposed for its implemen-
tation. Under the program,

each union council will re-
cruit a team of four sanita-
tion workers on a daily wage
basis. The recruitment will
follow a transparent and
merit-based process.

These sanitation workers
will carry out door-to-door
waste collection and trans-
port garbage to designated
Tehsil Municipal Adminis-
tration (TMA) collection
points. To facilitate this,
each union council will be
equipped with a loader ve-
hicle and necessary cleaning
equipment. The implemen-
tation of the program will be
overseen by the respective
Assistant Commissioner,
Tehsil Municipal Officer,
and Assistant Director Local
Government. A comprehen-
sive monitoring mechanism
will also be established to

ensure effective execution
and accountability. To en-
sure the program’s success,
elected local government
representatives and commit-
tees will be actively involved
in the process. Following for-
mal approval in the upcoming
provincial cabinet meeting,
the program will be officially
launched, with efforts under-
way to begin implementation
by August 14, 2025. In the
second phase, the program will
be extended to union councils
in the mountainous regions
of the province. The CM de-
scribed the initiative as a sig-
nature program of the current
government and emphasized
that it would not only ensure
cleanliness in rural areas but
also generate thousands
of employment opportuni-
ties.—APP

Maryam inaugurates
flyover,underpass

RAWALPINDI: Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on Tuesday inau-
gurated the Mall Road
Underpass and the Nawaz
Sharif Flyover on Adiala
Road, marking the com-
pletion of two significant
infrastructure projects.
She was accompanied by
Federal Railway Minister
Muhammad Hanif Abba-
si, Federal Parliamentary
Secretary for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Barrister Danyal Ch,
PML-N Divisional Presi-
dent Malik Abrar Ahmed,
MNA Tahira Aurangzeb,

and MPAs Ziaullah Shah
and Raja Hanif. During
the inauguration ceremo-
ny, CM Maryam lauded
the Communication and
Works (C&W) Depart-
ment for their remarka-
ble proficiency in com-
pleting the projects in
record time. She specif-
ically commended C&W
Minister Sohaib Bharth
and C&W Secretary So-
hail Ashraf, saying them
a “star team”.

‘The Mall Road Under-
pass was completed in
just 114 days, while the
Nawaz Sharif Flyover was

finalized in 120 days, is
as a ‘small miracle’, she
said. The chief minister
said that over the past
year, 12,000 kilometers
of roads, including dual
carriage ways and reha-
bilitation of roads, have
been constructed across
Punjab. She expressed
confidence that the gov-
ernment would achieve
its target of completing
19,000 kilometers of
roads by the end of the
year to further enhanc-
ing connectivity and
infrastructure in the re-
gion. —APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days
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July 01/Japan
Self Defence Day

July 01/Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada
National Day

July 01/Somalia
Independence Day

July 04/USA
Independence Day

July 05/Algeria
Independence Day

July 09/Argentine
Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day

July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday

July 21/Belgium
National Day

July 20/TRNC
Independence Day

July 23/Egypt
National Day

July 26/Cuba
National Day

July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day
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Motorway Police.9270601-20
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Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20
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Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
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CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 922133443
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding matters pertaining to the Agriculture sector.— DNA

Three held in
G-10 for breeding
dengue larvae

Officials say that failure to follow dengue SOPs will not be tolerated
and legal action will be taken wherever necessary. The campaign
will remain active throughout the high-risk season to ensure public
health safety and keep the city dengue-free

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration teams took
action in G-10 Markaz after
discovering mosquito lar-
vae at multiple sites during
an inspection and arrested
three violators. The spokes-
man of ICT administration
said that the Assistant
Commissioner (AC) Shali-
mar carried out an anti-den-
gue inspection in the G-10
commercial area and found
violations of standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs)
related to dengue preven-
tion. During the visit, den-
gue larvae were detected
at several locations, leading
to the arrest of three indi-
viduals responsible for the
premises where the viola-
tions occurred. According
to officials, the inspection
was part of a routine check
aimed at identifying dengue
breeding spots in high-risk
areas. The arrested individ-

uals were taken into custo-
dy for failing to follow pre-
ventive guidelines, which
contributed to the presence
of mosquito larvae in their
respective premises.

The AC said the district
administration had repeat-
edly advised businesses
and property owners to
follow dengue SOPs, espe-
cially during the monsoon
season. These include
removing stagnant water,
regularly checking roof-
tops and open containers,
and maintaining hygiene in
basements and storerooms.
Despite these warnings,
certain locations in G-10
Markaz were found in vi-
olation, with water accu-
mulation and unhygienic
conditions that led to lar-
vae breeding. The three
individuals arrested were
handed over to the local po-
lice for further legal action
under the applicable public

health regulations. Offi-
cials added that warnings
had already been issued in
the area earlier, and teams
from the health department
had conducted awareness
campaigns. Still, the lack of
compliance led to a targeted
operation by the AC and his
team.

The AC Shalimar said that
inspections will continue in
commercial and residential
areas of the zone to prevent
any potential dengue out-
break. He urged citizens and
business owners to play their
part in stopping the spread
of the disease by ensuring all
preventive measures are tak-
en at their properties. The
district administration also
warned that strict action will
be taken against those ignor-
ing SOPs and putting public
health at risk. Surveillance
teams have been directed
to submit daily reports and
conduct follow-ups in previ-

ously identified hotspots. In
recent weeks, Islamabad has
seen an increase in inspec-
tions across various sectors
to control the risk of den-
gue. Areas with dense pop-
ulation, construction sites,
tire shops, and underground
parking spaces are under
particular focus. The Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration has called on
all citizens to immediately
report stagnant water or sus-
pected breeding sites to their
nearest union council office
or helpline. The administra-
tion says public involvement
is key in controlling the dis-
ease.Officials say that fail-
ure to follow dengue SOPs
will not be tolerated and
legal action will be taken
wherever necessary. The
campaign will remain active
throughout the high-risk
season to ensure public
health safety and keep the
city dengue-free.—APP

KPK bears brunt as
Pakistan’s most vulnerable

to monsoon floods

ISLAMABAD/ PESHAWAR:Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)
stands as the most vulnerable province in Pakistan to the
ongoing monsoon crisis, revealing critical infrastructural
weaknesses and governance gaps that intensify the disas-
ter’s impact. Despite repeated devastation from floods,
KPK continues to lack adequate water management sys-
tems, enforcement of construction laws, and sustainable
disaster preparedness, leaving its communities exposed
and fragile. As Pakistan faces another season of unpre-
dictable monsoon rains, the death toll has steadily risen
over the past 10 days. While fatalities have been reported
across all four provinces, KPK has been hit the hardest,
with over 29 lives lost, many injured, and extensive destruc-
tion to infrastructure, especially in its economic centers.
KPK’s deficient infrastructure for managing excess water
results in fatal floods and water-related accidents. The Pa-
kistan Meteorological Department has issued widespread
warnings, forecasting rainfall through July. Some of the
worst-affected areas, Swat, Kalam, and Chitral are among
KPK’s premier tourist spots. These regions rely heavily
on tourism for economic survival, as breathtaking moun-
tains and rivers draw visitors who support local livelihoods.
Tragically, these natural features that attract tourism also
fuel recurring floods, destroying roads, bridges, hotels, and
entire villages. These disasters don’t just disrupt tourism;
they devastate livelihoods and local economies, while the
rugged terrain hinders rescue and reconstruction efforts.
Despite frequent destruction, effective preventative meas-
ures remain lacking. Other parts of KPK suffer from dam-
aged roads and agricultural losses. In Mohmand district,
heavy rains wiped out livestock and crops overnight. Flood-
ed roads have isolated communities, like in Kandia Tehsil,
cutting off transport and trade, while power outages wors-
en the crisis. KPK has endured similar disasters before. In
2022, severe floods claimed over 300 lives and displaced
thousands, triggering food shortages and waterborne dis-
eases. The government’s assessment reported nearly Rs
245 billion in damages in KPK alone, including Rs 25 bil-
lion in tourism infrastructure losses in Swat. Each flood
deepens poverty and destabilizes fragile communities,
threatening the province’s economic foundation. Despite
recurring crises, systemic vulnerabilities persist, why do
these tragedies keep recurring, and what can be done? Cli-
mate change intensifies these extreme weather events. Ris-
ing global temperatures disrupt weather patterns, leading
to unpredictable and heavier monsoon rains, glacier melt,
and flash floods. Inadequate infrastructure and poor water
management compound the damage.

ICT admin
holdsfivein
F-71or street
beyying

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration acted on
complaints from residents
and launched a crackdown
against street begging in
Islamabad’s F-7 sector and
arrested five professional
beggars. The spokesman of
ICT administration said, on
citizens’ request, Assistant
Commissioner (AC) City
conducted an operation in
Sector F-7 of the federal cap-
ital. The action was taken in
response to multiple reports
by residents who had raised
concerns about the rising
number of beggars in the
area. During the operation,
five individuals were found
begging in public spaces,
including busy intersections
and near commercial areas.
Authorities said the individ-
uals were taken into custody
and shifted to the nearest
police station for further
legal action. Officials from
the district administration
confirmed that the campaign
aimed to discourage street
begging and ensure public
spaces remain accessible and
secure for all residents. The
operation was part of the
city-wide efforts to maintain
order in public areas and
address complaints from
citizens regarding the persis-
tent presence of beggars in
residential and commercial
zones. The Assistant Com-
missioner City said that
such operations would
continue in different sec-
tors of Islamabad based
on residents’ feedback.
He added that the district
administration was work-
ing in coordination with
local police to take time-
ly action wherever similar
issues were reported. He
further stated that the de-
tained individuals would be
dealt with under relevant
sections of the law. —APP

| Court Notice

In the Court of Naeem
Shahbaz Senior Civil
Judge (Family Division)
Jhelum) suit For Disso-
lution of Marriage Basis
of Khulah Case title:
Shahida Parveen, Gh-
ala Abbas, son of Ghu-
lam Sarwar, resident of
Shmali Mohalla, Kala
Gujran Tehsil and Dis-
trict Jhelum. (Currently
residing in Abroad)

. As there is not pos-
sible to call the defend-
ant through Summons
in the instant suit so
through proclamation
in Newspaper, you are
directed to appear in
the court on 10.07.2025
at 08:00 AM., otherwise
ex-parte  proceedings
will be initiated.

CDA sets new standard

with record uplift projects

ISLAMABAD: A recent survey by Piyass International Human Rights has found overwhelming public and expert support
for the Capital Development Authority’s (CDA) performance regarding development projects in federal capital Islamabad.
The survey praised CDA’s leadership under Chairman CDA, Chief Commissioner Islamabad, and Director General Civil
Defence Muhammad Ali Randhawa for delivering development, said a press release issued here on Tuesday. The survey
collected responses from over 10,000 participants, including business leaders, economists, educationists, real estate pro-
fessionals, construction industry representatives, and the general public. The findings reflected strong confidence in the
current leadership and appreciated the efforts of the CDA in completing several major development projects in the city and
suburban areas using its limited resources. Among the projects highlighted were the construction and repair of roads, new
underpasses, signalfree corridors, sector development, installation of streetlights, conversion to energy-efficient lighting,
beautification of link roads and other beautification projects. According to engineers and urban planning specialists, CDA’s
development model has become a benchmark for effective, transparent, and sustainable urban planning. They described
the authority’s strategy as not only practical but also a potential template for similar initiatives across the country. On
this occasion, Chairman Piyass International Human Rights Rana Imran Latif said that the authority has delivered visible
results within a limited budget. He also lauded CDA for ensuring transparency, self-reliance, and planning in development
works which reflects a responsible use of public funds and sets a new standard for governance. He further added that the
recent developmental changes in Islamabad will not only improve the quality of life for residents but also serve as a na-
tional example of how public institutions can achieve progress through integrity, planning, and financial discipline. —APP

PIDE debunks poverty explosion

ISLAMABAD: Amid the flood of
headlines claiming a sharp rise in
poverty in Pakistan, the Pakistan
Institute of Development Econom-
ics (PIDE) has stepped forward to
clarify the situation with its latest
report, “The Poverty Illusion: When
Numbers Distort Reality.” The find-
ings challenge the widely circulated
narrative of a nationwide poverty
explosion, revealing that the rise in
poverty statistics is primarily due to
global metric recalibration rather
than a sudden economic collapse,
said a news release. In response to
sensational poverty headlines, Dr.
Nadeem Javaid, Vice Chancellor of
PIDE and Member of the Planning
Commission of Pakistan, stated,
“Policymaking must be grounded in
facts, not fear. These revised figures
reflect changes in how poverty is
measured globally, not a dramatic
decline in the livelihoods of Paki-
stanis.”

The report, authored by Dr. Nasir
Igbal, PIDE’s Registrar and Asso-
ciate Professor, critically examines
the World Bank’s revised global

poverty lines. The new $4.20 per
day threshold, which replaced the
former $3.20, has led to an increase
in poverty statistics from 39.8% to
44.7%. However, Dr. Igbal points out
that more than 80% of this increase
is the result of shifting global pov-
erty benchmarks, not a collapse in
household conditions. Inflation and
other factors account for just 18% of
the increase. Key insights from PI-
DE’s analysis include the strength
of the informal economy, which sup-
ports over 60% of Pakistan’s work-
force, absorbing economic shocks
and offering resilience during cri-
ses. Social protection programs
such as the Ehsaas Program and
the Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram (BISP) have played significant
roles in mitigating poverty. Addi-
tionally, remittances from overseas
Pakistanis continue to provide vital
support, cushioning households
and bolstering the economy during
times of distress. Even amidst ma-
jor economic shocks like the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and the 2022 floods,
PIDE estimates the poverty rate in

2025 to be between 23% and 25%,
with food-based poverty pegged
at just 6.2%, signaling consistent,
long-term improvement. In light of
these findings, PIDE has proposed a
series of actions to address poverty
with a data-driven approach. These
include reinstating the Household
Integrated Economic Survey (HIES)
to update data, refining BISP to link
cash transfers with measurable out-
comes like education, employment,
and asset growth, and developing a
National Poverty Reduction Strate-
gy integrated with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) to en-
sure inclusive economic reforms.
Additionally, PIDE calls for leverag-
ing the informal economy through
the creation of Village Economic
Zones (VEZs) to boost rural employ-
ment and productivity via local value
chains and agri-tech innovations.
VC PIDE emphasized, “This is
not a time for panic, but for ra-
tional, evidence-based policy-
making that can turn perceived
crises into opportunities for struc-
tural  economic  reform.”—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Officials of
WAPDA and Descon Engi-
neering Ltd. embarked on
a transformative journey
to China for hydropower
operations training at the
prestigious Shandong Col-
lege of Water Conservancy.
The initiative was organ-
ised by Chinese companies,
UNI Int’l and ITMC, Yasser
Shakoor, Director Opera-
tions and Business Devel-
opment at UNI Int'l said.
‘The update pertains to the
Kurram Tangi Dam project,
which has now reached
completion. As part of the
post-completion phase, en-
gineers associated with the
project have been nominat-
ed for hydropower training
in China, aimed at enhanc-
ing operational capacities’,
Yasser Shakoor told Gwa-
darpro. The initiative marks
a significant step towards
capacity building and in-
ternational cooperation in
hydropower sector. The
training aims to enhance
technical expertise and
foster deeper collabora-
tion between Chinese and
Pakistani stakeholders in
hydropower development,
according to the UNI Int’l’s
Director. The Water and
Power Development Authori-
ty (WAPDA) is a government
agency responsible for devel-
oping water and hydropower
resources. —APP

CCP devises
enforcement
policy
measures

ISLAMABAD: The Compe-
tition Commission of Pa-
kistan (CCP) has devised
the enforcement policy
measure for targeting car-
tels and deceptive market-
ing practices to maintain
transparency and fairness.
To ensure fair business
practices in markets, the
Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) undertook
robust enforcement meas-
ures in FY 2024-25, tar
geting cartelization, abuse
of dominant position, and
deceptive marketing prac-
tices, according to data is-
sued by the CCP here. The
Commission initiated 24
new inquiries—11 related
to cartelization and 13 con-
cerning deceptive marketing
practices. It successfully
concluded 14 investigations,
which were forwarded for
the adjudication process.
The sectors under scrutiny
included e-commerce, tele-
communications, aviation,
steel, transport, edible
ghee and cooking oil, phar-
maceuticals, construction,
commodities, and educa-
tion. The Cartel and Trade
Abuse Department of the
CCP, in its efforts to curb
cartelization and market
manipulation, initiated
11 new inquiries across
various sectors, including
e-commerce, telecommu-
nications, aviation, steel,
transport, edible ghee,
cooking oil, and gas. In ad-
dition, 10 ongoing inquiries
from previous periods were
also under investigation.
The department successfully
concluded 9 inquiries, which
were subsequently forwarded
for adjudication. A key case in-
volved ten steel structure sup-
pliers allegedly engaged in bid
rigging in tenders issued by
power distribution companies
(DISCOs).  Another major
case focused on two leading
flat steel manufacturers ac-
cused of price fixing.—APP

NAVTTC embarks on
skill development venture

These programs are not only equipping the youth with market-relevant skills but are also empowering
women in traditionally male-dominated trades said Gulmina Bilal Ahmad, Chairperson NAVTTC

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a transforma-
tive effort to reshape the tech-
nical and vocational education
landscape, Pakistan’s National
Vocational and Technical Train-
ing Commission (NAVTTC) has
launched multiple initiatives
inspired by China’s successful
models. These programs are not
only equipping the youth with
marketrelevant skills but are
also empowering women in tra-
ditionally male-dominated trades
said Gulmina Bilal Ahmad, Chair-
person NAVTTC. In an exclusive
interview with China Economic

Net, Gulmina Bilal Ahmad, Chair-
person of the National Vocational
and Technical Training Commis-
sion (NAVTTC) emphasized, is
on empowering youth - especial-
ly women - through inclusive,
research-based, and sustainable
skill development initiatives.

“Traditionally male-dominated
trades like plumbing, mobile
repair, carpentry, and electrical
work are now part of our wom-
en-only training programs,” the
Chairperson revealed.  “Last
year, we launched this as a pilot
initiative under the Prime Min-
ister’s special directive, and it is
now a regular feature in NAVT-
TC’s programming.” She noted

that high-tech IT training and
several other modern skilling
programs have been modeled
after successful practices in
China. “We studied the Chinese
system, adapted their model,
and asked ourselves: how can we
apply this to Pakistan’s unique
needs?”

Responding to a question on
funding and long-term sustaina-
bility, the Chairperson clarified:
“The main challenge is not a lack
of resources, but rather the effi-
cient and strategic use of those
resources. We are committed
to making data-driven decisions
based on district-level needs and
labor market demands.” NAVT-

TC has developed an online plat-
form which provides real-time
data on training institutions
across the country.

“From Sanghar to Dalbandin,
you can now see how many
co-education institutes exist in a
district, what their teacher qual-
ifications are, and whether they
are operating at full capacity,”
she explained. The Chairper-
son credited Prime Minister’s
personal interest in the success
of Pakistan’s skilling agenda as
a driving force behind its effec-
tiveness and nationwide reach.
“His vision is to ensure maxi-
mum impact, functionality, and
long-term relevance.”

When asked about future coop-
eration with China, she con-
cluded: “China is more than a
partner-it is a brother who gen-
erously shares its development
experience with us. The respon-
sibility now lies with us to local-
ize those models and implement
them with purpose.” “It is worth
noting that she is currently in
China at the invitation of Tang
International Education Group,
where she recently attended a
ceremony for eight Pakistani
female students who completed
technical and vocational train-
ing. Additionally, a new batch
of sixteen female students has
been enrolled.”

Govt to cut container dwell
time by 70% at ports: Junaid

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry chairing
high-level meeting held at the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) headquarters.

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has announced the establish-
ment of a high-level committee tasked with developing concrete measures to reduce container dwell time at ports by
up to 70 percent. The decision was made during a high-level meeting held at the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
headquarters. The session was chaired by the Federal Minister and attended by FBR Chairman Rashid Mahmood Lan-
grial, alongside senior officials and technical representatives from the Ministry of Maritime Affairs, FBR, Customs, and
Karachi Port Trust (KPT). The committee will be headed by Additional Secretary of Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Umer
Zafar Sheikh, and will include representatives from all key stakeholders—Karachi Port Trust, Pakistan Customs, terminal
operators, FBR, and other relevant ministries and departments. Addressing the participants, the minister stated that the
dwell time of containers at port terminals will be reduced by up to 70%, cutting it down from one week to just two days
following the directives of Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. The committee has been tasked with identifying
concrete steps to remove procedural hurdles and streamline cargo clearance processes. It will present a comprehensive
set of recommendations within ten days. The minister further announced the establishment of a monitoring room at the
Ministry of Maritime Affairs to oversee the movement and timing of container handling. A dedicated team will manage
the entire monitoring process. “Drones and Al technology will also be deployed to monitor vessel docking operations
through to the container’s exit from the terminal,” he added. Minister Junaid Chaudhry emphasized that reducing dwell
time is not merely an administrative change, but a strategic move to enhance port efficiency, lower logistics costs, and
strengthen Pakistan’s standing in the regional trade and logistics landscape. He also pointed out that persistent delays in
container release have imposed additional costs on importers and exporters, diminishing the competitiveness of Pakistani
ports. Through this initiative, the government aims to reduce port congestion, facilitate smoother goods movement, and
ensure that the maritime logistics sector plays a strong role in advancing national economic goals, the minister added.
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‘Abdul Sattar Edhi’ remembered

ISLAMABAD: Abdul Sattar Edhi, Pakistan’s most revered humanitarian was remembered on Tuesday (July 8) on his ninth death
anniversary, as media platforms reflected on his profound impact and enduring legacy. A report said that Abdul Sattar Edhi’ s legacy
continues to inspire generations, with his foundation still actively serving the poor and vulnerable across Pakistan. Known for establish-
ing the world’s largest volunteer ambulance network, Edhi also set up shelters, orphanages, and clinics nationwide, earning him both
national and international recognition, said a report with a local news channel. The report highlighted that despite limited resources,
Edhi’ s unwavering commitment to humanity transformed countless lives, making him a symbol of compassion and selflessness. Born
on February 28, 1928, in Gujarat prior to the partition of the subcontinent, Edhi laid the foundations of his welfare work in Pakistan in
1951. Over the decades, he built what would become the world’s largest volunteer-run ambulance network.—APP

digital services.

achieves

record-breaking
milestones

A Corporate Registration
Manual is also being finalized
to standardize procedures

all Company

Registration Offices (CROs)

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP) has made unprecedented
strides in corporate registry reforms and digital trans-
formation during fiscal year 2025. The SECP recorded
over 35,000 company incorporations in FY 2025—the
highest number in a single fiscal year. Historic peaks
were observed in January (3,442) and May (3,605),
said a release issued here on Tuesday. The corpo-
rate registry now encompasses over 258,000 compa-
nies, with 99.9% of incorporations processed online,
reflecting a 27% year-on-year growth compared to
FY 2024. The eZfile platform has been significant-
ly upgraded, introducing mandatory digital verifica-
tion for management changes and the issuance of
cybersecurity guidelines.
ease of doing business, SECP launched the Elec-
tronic Mortgage Register (EMR), enabling financial
institutions to access mortgage data in real time.
Additionally, SECP is working on same-day bank ac-
count integration and developing an Al-based incor-
poration feature to streamline company registration.
The SECP remains committed to fostering a facili-
tative regulatory environment. Effective March 3,
2025, all newly incorporated companies must issue
shares in dematerialized form to mitigate ownership
In line with the World Bank’s B-Ready
requirements, updates are being implemented to
include gender-based data and Ultimate Beneficial
Owner (UBO) verification. Draft amendments have

To further enhance the

to the Auditors’ Regulations,

making UDIN mandatory for ICMAP members, and
extending the Cost Audit Regulations to cover the
automobile sector. Pakistan secured 6th place among
50 economies in the World Bank’s B-Ready 2024
‘Business Entry’ indicator, underscoring SECP’s
efforts to improve the business landscape. A ded-
icated facilitation desk was established to address
licensing and corporate queries, while over 100
awareness sessions were conducted, supplemented
by user guides and instructional videos. Additional
guides on ESOS, stock splits, and capital issuance
are currently in development. The SECP continues
to drive innovation through its LEAP project and
the SECP-XS platform, which offers omni-channel
A Corporate Registration Manu-
al is also being finalized to standardize procedures

across all Company Registration Offices (CROs).—DNA

Pak’s regional

exports increase
1% during Jul-May

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
exports to the seven re-
gional countries increased
by 1 per cent during the
first eleven months of the
current fiscal year (2024-
25) compared to the cor-
responding months of last
year. The country’s exports
to the regional countries
including Afghanistan, Chi-
na, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
India, Nepal, and the Mal-
dives account for a small
amount of $4.085 billion,
which is 13.75 per cent of

Pakistan’s overall exports
of $29.690 billion during
July-May (2024-25), State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) re-
ported.

China tops the list of coun-
tries in terms of Pakistan’s
exports to its neighbouring,
leaving behind other coun-
tries such as Bangladesh
and Afghanistan. Pakistan
carried out its border trade
with farther neighbour Sri
Lanka, India, Nepal, and
Maldives.  Pakistan’s ex-
ports to China witnessed a

decrease of 11.19 per cent
from $2556.126 million
last year to $2270.032
million this year where-
as exports to Afghani-
stan surged to $723.442
million from $511.627
million. The country’s ex-
ports to Bangladesh also
increased by 21.45 per
cent to $728.303 million
this year from $599.650
million whereas exports
to Sri Lanka decreased
to $352.371 million from
$363.362. The exports to
Nepal dipped to $2.323
million from $2.552 million
in the previous year. Paki-
stan exports to Maldives
increased by 2 per cent to
$8.588 million from $8.419
million while exports to
India decreased to $0.405
million from $3.428 million,
it added. —APP

British High Commission
empowers Pakistani media

DNA

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan
grapples with deadly mon-
soon floods and a projected
$1.2 trillion cost of climate
inaction, the British High
Commission has launched
a nationwide climate jour-
nalism training initiative
to empower media profes-
sionals to drive awareness
and action. The training
will spotlight the crucial
role journalists play in en-
couraging climate action.
Journalists can spotlight
climate change solutions,
encourage climate action,
and can help their readers
and viewers to understand
how climate change affects
them. Deputy Director of

Communications and Pub-
lic Diplomacy, Sneha Lala,
said: The cost of inaction
on climate change in Paki-
stan is $1.2 trillion by 2050.
Within that figure is count-
less lives lost, countless
numbers of people pushed
into poverty, and countless
livelihoods lost. It can be a
bleak picture, but climate
journalism is at the heart
of showing us that there
is another option. Climate
journalism can incentivise
action, spotlight solutions,
and create change. I look
forward to seeing the sto-
ries journalists go on to
produce. Having delivered
trainings to the Express
Group (Express Tribune,
Express News and Daily
Express), Geo News, Daily

Jang, The News, The Nation
and Nawa-e-Waqt in Islama-
bad, the High Commission
will now travel to Lahore and
Karachi, to continue their
training programme.

British High Commission
will be joined by a number
of Chevening alumni, who
honed their climate exper-
tise through the prestigious
scholarship where they stud-
ied a master’s qualification
in the UK. This includes
Syed Muhammad Abubakar,
Environmental  Journalist
and PhD Scholar at George
Mason University, U.S; Ham-
mad Naqgi Khan, Director
General WWF Pakistan; and
Sana Munir, Director of Lo-
cal Government Audit.

They will also be joined by
Muhammad Talal, senior

sub-editor of Samaa digi-
tal, and Muhammad Asim
Siddique, General Manager
Samaa digital, both alumni
of the High Commission’s
Chevening climate men-
torship programme. They
have been supported by
Adil Shahzeb, who has
shared his insights on inte-
grating climate stories into
Dawn’s primetime show,
‘Live with Adil Shahzeb’.
Leo Hickman, editor and
director of the Carbon
Brief, is supporting the
training programme. The
High Commission will run
a competition for all train-
ing participants. Journal-
ists will submit their best
climate story, and the
winner will receive men-
torship from Hickman.
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ITP hooks
112 FIRs,
seizes 1,500+
vehicles

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) im-
pounded over 1,500 vehi-
cles, issued 2,700+ challans
for illegal parking, and reg-
istered 112 FIRs during a
recent special enforcement
campaign launched to curb
violations under a zero-tol-
erance policy. An official
told on Tuesday that 1,119
motorcycles and 412 vehi-
cles were shifted to police
stations during the cam-
paign for serious traffic rule
violations, including driving
without valid documents
and endangering public
safety. He said ITP also
utilized drone technology
to monitor traffic flow and
road violations, which led
to fines against 48 drivers
caught committing various
offenses. He said 845 mo-
torists were fined for lane
violations, 76 for driving
without a license, 11 for tri-
ple riding, and 23 underage
drivers were penalized dur-
ing the campaign. He said
wrong-way driving resulted
in 923 challans, while 1,007
riders were fined for not
wearing helmets, and 2,766
tickets were issued for ille-
gal parking. Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) Captain (R)
Syed Zeeshan Haider, di-
rected officers to continue
strict enforcement without
discrimination and main-
tain the zero-tolerance ap-
proach to ensure discipline
on roads. “No one should
be allowed to drive without
a valid license,” CTO said,
urging citizens to cooperate
with traffic personnel for
safe and smooth commuting
across the city.—APP

‘Loneliness’
kills
quietly but

relentlessly

ISLAMABAD: Psychiatrist
Tuesday issued a grave
warning that loneliness has
emerged as a silent global
health crisis, now responsi-
ble for over 871,000 deaths
annually equivalent to nearly
100 lives lost every hour and
disproportionately affecting
the elderly and youth popula-
tions. Speaking at a program
with a local news channel, a
renowned Psychiatrist Prof
Dr Muhammad Igbal Afri-
di highlighted that despite
living in an era of unprece-
dented digital connectivity,
millions are silently suffering
in emotional isolation.

He emphasized the urgent
need for nations to prioritize
social connection and mental
health to address this grow-
ing public health issue. He
stated, “Loneliness is no
longer just an emotional
state; it is a serious public
health concern that can
lead to depression, heart
disease, substance abuse
and even suicide. Unfortu-
nately, it is spreading rap-
idly in both developed and
developing countries.—APP
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The United Nations:
A toothless tiger

THE United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945 with the noble aim
of maintaining international peace and security. Yet, nearly eight
decades later, the organization stands as a shadow of its original vi-
sion—paralyzed by geopolitical rivalries, held hostage by veto-wielding
powers, and rendered increasingly irrelevant in resolving the world’s
most pressing conflicts. From the Israel-Iran tensions to the Gaza
crisis, the Kashmir dispute, and the endless infighting in Africa, the
UN has failed to act as an effective mediator. The Secretary-General,
instead of being a moral authority, has been reduced to a helpless fig-
urehead whose pleas for peace are ignored by warring nations and pow-
erful Security Council members alike. If the UN can no longer fulfill its
primary mandate, then it is time to ask: What is its purpose?

The fundamental problem with the UN lies in its structure. The Se-
curity Council’s five permanent members (P5)—the United States,
Russia, China, France, and the United Kingdom—hold veto power,
allowing any one of them to block resolutions that threaten their in-
terests. This has turned the UN into a battleground for great power
politics rather than a platform for conflict resolution.

The ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza is a glaring exam-
ple of the UN’s impotence. Despite overwhelming global condem-
nation of Israel’s military actions, the US has repeatedly vetoed
ceasefire resolutions, shielding its ally from accountability. The
Secretary-General’s appeals for restraint are dismissed, and UN
agencies like UNRWA are defunded and demonized. If the UN can-
not even enforce its own humanitarian principles when a nucle-
ar-armed state flouts international law, then what good is it?

The recent exchange of missile strikes between Israel and Iran further
exposed the UN’s irrelevance. Rather than mediating de-escalation, the
Security Council remained deadlocked, with Western powers backing
Israel and Russia and China refusing to take a strong stance. The Sec-
retary-General’s calls for restraint were ignored, proving that the UN
has no real authority when major powers are involved. The Kashmir
dispute between India and Pakistan has been on the UN agenda since
1948, yet no meaningful progress has been made. India dismisses UN
resolutions as outdated, while Pakistan uses them for rhetorical lever-
age. The UN’s failure to enforce its own mandates has left Kashmiris
trapped in a cycle of violence and repression. If the organization cannot
even facilitate dialogue after 75 years, why does it still pretend to care?
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From Sudan to the Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia to the Sahel,
Africa remains a hotbed of conflict. The UN’s peacekeeping missions
(MONUSCO, MINUSMA, etc.) have been criticized for inefficiency, cor-
ruption, and even complicity in abuses. The Security Council pays lip
service to African crises but refuses to authorize robust interventions
when they do not align with Western or Russian interests.

The current Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres, has become a sym-
bol of the UN’s impotence. His statements on Gaza, Ukraine, and
other conflicts are met with indifference. When he invoked Article
99 of the UN Charter to force attention on Gaza, the Security Coun-
cil barely reacted. If the UN’s top diplomat cannot influence world
events, why does the position still exist?

Guterres should have resigned long ago—not out of cowardice, but
as a moral statement. By staying, he legitimizes a broken system. A
resignation would force the world to confront the UN’s failures. But
like the organization he leads, he seems content with symbolic ges-
tures rather than real change.

The harsh truth is that the UN is no longer a neutral arbiter—it is a
tool of the P5, especially the US. Washington uses the UN to sanc-
tion its enemies (Iran, North Korea, Venezuela) while shielding its
allies (Israel, Saudi Arabia). Russia and China do the same, vetoing
resolutions on Syria and Myanmar. The General Assembly’s votes
are non-binding, and the International Court of Justice’s rulings are
ignored when inconvenient (e.g., US sanctions on Nicaragua, Israel’s
occupation of Palestine). For smaller nations, the UN provides a plat-
form to voice grievances, but that is all. For the powerful, it is a stage
to perform diplomacy while acting unilaterally behind the scenes.
The UN’s agencies (WHO, UNICEF, UNHCR) still do vital humani-
tarian work, but its political role is fading. The UN has two options:
radical reform or dignified dissolution.

Abolish the Veto: The P5’s veto power is the root of the UN’s paralysis.
Either remove it or expand permanent membership to include Africa,
Latin America, and more Asian representation.

Empower the General Assembly: Make its resolutions binding, at least
on non-security issues. Strengthen the Secretary-General’s Role: Give
the office real enforcement powers, not just moral pleas.

Alternative Alliances: If reform is impossible, nations should con-
sider regional blocs (AU, ASEAN, OIC) as alternative peacekeep-
ing bodies. If none of this happens, the UN will continue its slow
decline into irrelevance—a talking shop for diplomats while bombs
fall on Gaza, Kashmir, and Sudan. The Secretary-General should
either demand real change or step aside. The world no longer
has time for empty gestures. The choice is clear: The UN must
reclaim its purpose or admit it has none.

How BeiDou won the wars for Pak and Iran

Qamar Bashir

Iran’s success also exposed
something deeper: the
shifting architecture of

global power is no longer

grounded only in physical

assets or economic might,
but in digital control.

Navigation satellites—once
the domain of scientific
curiosity—are now the

silent arbiters of battlefield

supremacy and economic
resilience. Satellite time
synchronization controls
everything from stock
exchanges and ATM
networks to flight corridors
and power grids. Without
reliable satellite signals,
entire national systems
collapse. And for decades,
America held the
keys. Now, China
holds a second set

Amina Ghafoor

This experience was
a powerful and painful
reminder of why gender
equity remains such a
critical and urgent issue in
our society, particularly in
professional environments.
In sectors like engineering
and technology, where
women remain significantly
underrepresented, such
experiences can be especially
disheartening. They echo
the early challenges many...

N two recent wars that nearly tipped the

world into a full-scale global conflict—one be-

tween Pakistan and India, and the other be-
tween Iran and Israel-a new determinant of mili-
tary dominance emerged. In both cases, countries
under pressure, Pakistan and Iran, not only stood
their ground but struck deep into enemy territo-
ry with astonishing precision and devastating im-
pact. Pakistan, in a five-day war with a much larger
adversary, crippled India’s air force and destroyed
strategic installations inside India. Similarly, in a
12-day war with Israel, Iran destroyed numerous
high-end Israeli military, economic, and strategic
assets, ultimately forcing Israel to beg for a cease-
fire. The common denominator in these unlikely
victories? Both nations abandoned reliance on
the U.S.-controlled GPS and instead used China’s
BeiDou satellite navigation system. This was not
merely a technical switch, but a strategic shift that
defined the outcome of both conflicts. Had they
used the U.S. GPS, which Washington has the pow-
er to degrade or deny at will, these nations would
have stood little chance of success.
There is growing speculation that this was also a cal-
culated downgrading of the GPS system by the U.S.
for India and Israel, to teach a geopolitical lesson
to India—whose regional ambitions and anti-U.S.
posturing were becoming problematic—and to Isra-
el, whose growing influence over American politics
and dominance in the Middle East were starting
to challenge U.S. primacy. In both wars, the side
relying on BeiDou emerged victorious. This silent
yet transformative transition from American to
Chinese satellite guidance marks a game-changing
shift in global warfare and digital sovereignty.
Without access to BeiDou, Iran’s ability to hit crit-
ical Israeli targets with such devastating effect
would have been close to impossible. Had Iran
relied on U.S. GPS, it would have been vulnera-
ble to jamming, signal scrambling, and location
degradation—methods long used by the Pentagon
to retain navigational supremacy in conflicts from
Iraq to Kosovo. But BeiDou changed that equation.
It gave Iran independence. It gave Iran accuracy.
And it gave Iran the capacity to strike in ways that
stunned Israeli defenses and shook the strategic
confidence of its Western allies.
Until recently, the United States maintained unchal-
lenged dominion over satellite-based navigation. Its
GPS system, launched in 1978 and globally opera-
tional since 1995, was the invisible backbone of the

modern world—from military command centers to
Uber rides. GPS offered civilian accuracy of around
five meters and classified military accuracy within
centimeters. Its 31-satellite constellation blanketed
the Earth, making it indispensable not only for war-
fare but for commerce, transportation, communica-
tion, and finance. Over 160 countries still rely on it.
But reliance breeds vulnerability.

China, observing this vulnerability, took a different
path. In the early 2000s, following several episodes
in which Chinese military maneuvers were exposed
to potential disruption via U.S. GPS control, Bei-
jing began rapidly constructing its own alternative:
the BeiDou Navigation Satellite System. By 2020,
BeiDou achieved full global operational capability.
Today, it features over 45 active satellites and pro-
vides coverage that matches GPS worldwide—while
delivering superior accuracy across Asia and the
Middle East, where Iran happens to sit.

But BeiDou is not merely a mirror of GPS—it is
in many respects an enhancement. Its civilian
precision ranges from 2.5 to 5 meters, and its
dualfrequency capability, now standard across
its receivers, ensures better resilience against
jamming. Where GPS’s most advanced services
are reserved for GPS-III satellites and American
military clients, BeiDou distributes its capabili-
ties more widely to allies and commercial users.
That shift is not just technical—it is geopolitical.
Iran’s use of BeiDou in the Israel conflict
demonstrates exactly why China built it in the
first place: to break America’s monopoly on dig-
ital positioning and to offer its partners an in-
dependent alternative. Iran’s military had long
feared that in any conflict scenario, reliance on
U.S. GPS could turn into a fatal liability.

Iran’s success also exposed something deeper: the
shifting architecture of global power is no longer
grounded only in physical assets or economic
might, but in digital control. Navigation satellites—
once the domain of scientific curiosity—are now
the silent arbiters of battlefield supremacy and
economic resilience. Satellite time synchroniza-
tion controls everything from stock exchanges and
ATM networks to flight corridors and power grids.
Without reliable satellite signals, entire national
systems collapse. And for decades, America held
the keys. Now, China holds a second set. And coun-
tries are lining up to accept them.

More than 150 countries have now integrated
BeiDou into their telecommunications, transporta-

The sound of silence

event that brought together a diverse group of attend-

eesmen and women from various industries and back-
grounds. At first glance, the gathering appeared to reflect
progress: inclusion, diversity, and collaboration. Howev-
er, what unfolded during the session left me disheartened
and frustrated. It served as a reminder that while there is
a visible respect for women in professional spaces, true
inclusivity especially in practice still has a long way to go.
Unfortunately, the session was poorly planned. Although
women were present in the audience, every activity, exam-
ple, and interaction seemed designed exclusively with men
in mind. From the outset, it was clear that no consideration
had been given to creating an inclusive environment. As a
woman in attendance, I felt not only excluded but deeply
uncomfortable. The discomfort did not stem from being
in the minority a familiar experience for many women in
male-dominated fields like engineering but from the bla-
tant disregard for gender sensitivity.
Throughout the session, patriarchal jokes were made,
often at the expense of women. These were neither
harmless nor humorous; they were offensive, tone-deaf,
and entirely inappropriate for a professional setting.
Even more disturbing was the casual manner in which
they were delivered—and the laughter that followed from
most of the male participants. The few women present—
accomplished, experienced professionalswere visibly
uneasy, their confidence evidently shaken. Some made
efforts to engage, but gradually withdrew as the environ-
ment failed to foster equal participation. A handful of
men noticed the imbalance and attempted to advocate
for fairness and respect, but the dominant group, which
appeared unwilling to examine its own behavior, quickly
dismissed them directly or indirectly.
This experience was a powerful and painful reminder of
why gender equity remains such a critical and urgent issue
in our society, particularly in professional environments.
In sectors like engineering and technology, where women
remain significantly underrepresented, such experiences
can be especially disheartening. They echo the early chal-
lenges many women face in their careers: often being the
only woman in the room, constantly needing to prove their

ERECENTLY attended a professional development

capabilities, working twice as hard for recognition, and con-
fronting biases rooted not in merit, but in gender.

There is often hope that things are moving in the right di-
rection that professional spaces are becoming more inclu-
sive and equitable. Many individuals do actively foster such
environments by mentoring young women, advocating for
diversity, and ensuring all voices are heard and respected,
regardless of gender. Yet, experiences like this serve as
sobering reminders that progress is not as widespread as
it may appear. The attitudes encountered are not isolated;
they remain deeply embedded in professional culture.
What is most disheartening is realizing that many young
women entering the workforce today continue to face the
same challenges that previous generations encountered.
Despite some areas of progress, the underlying structures
of bias and inequality remain largely intact. This persistent
reality is not only disappointing it is deeply discouraging.
We must understand that the gender gap cannot be closed
through token gestures or one-time diversity initiatives.
It requires sustained, systemic change. The first step
toward that change is acknowledging the problem. Too
often, concerns about gender bias are dismissed as exag-
gerated or irrelevant. But those of us who experience it
know the reality all too well. In societies like ours, where
patriarchal norms are deeply entrenched, the burden of
change cannot fall solely on women’s shoulders. Men es-
pecially those in leadership positions must become active
participants in the movement toward gender equity. They
must be willing to listen, to learn, and to challenge the
behaviors and mindsets that perpetuate inequality.
Achieving gender equity is not just a matter of social jus-
tice it is an economic imperative. In a country grappling
with economic instability, the exclusion of women from
key industries and leadership roles is not only unjust but
also inefficient. We cannot afford to overlook the contri-
butions of half our population. When women are empow-
ered to participate fully in the economy, societies thrive.
Yet with the current slow pace of gender awareness and
inclusivity, we are hindering our own development.

It is time to move beyond surface-level solutions and com-
mit to deep, meaningful change. Gender awareness and
sensitivity must be integrated across all sectors especially

tion, defense, and financial systems. Many of these
nations are members of or partners to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Their digital highways, ports,
drones, farming machinery, and even bank servers
are beginning to pulse to the rhythm of Chinese sat-
ellites. In Africa, smart tractors powered by BeiDou
now harvest with sub-meter precision. In Central
Asia, freight trains synchronize their transcontinen-
tal journeys using Chinese space-time signals. In
Southeast Asia, civilian air routes increasingly rely
on BeiDou for realtime tracking. In Latin America
and the Middle East, military clients are exploring
Chinese receivers to replace their dependency on
GPS. This diffusion of navigational power is part
of a larger Chinese strategy—not merely to match
the United States, but to build a parallel system
that renders American hegemony optional. Chi-
na’s push toward multipolarity isn’t just visible in
trade routes or military drills—it is written in the
stars. BeiDou is one pillar of this architecture.
Others include China’s lead in 5G infrastructure,
its rollout of the Digital Yuan, its investment in ar-
tificial intelligence and quantum computing, and
its ambitious space exploration agenda.
Beijing has understood what few others fully appre-
ciate: that a superpower in the 21st century is not
defined solely by its GDP or missile count, but by
its ability to offer sovereign alternatives to global
systems of control. BeiDou is exactly that—a sov-
ereign alternative. It allows nations to chart their
own course, free from the threat of digital sabotage
or external command. In doing so, it shifts alli-
ances not only through diplomacy or ideology but
through circuitry and signal.
The clash between Iran and Israel revealed many
things—military capability, political alliances, intel-
ligence gaps—but above all, it revealed the arrival of
a new digital order. It showed that China’s technol-
ogy is no longer confined to factories or export cat-
alogues. It is now embedded in warfare, embedded
in sovereignty, and embedded in the most critical
decisions a nation can make. With BeiDou, China
did not just launch satellites. It launched influence,
independence, and irreversible momentum.
And in doing so, it may have quietly changed the
future of conflict—and the future of control.
— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, Embassy
of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan, USA

education, industry, and policy. Gender studies should be
made a compulsory subject from school through university,
just like religious studies. Early education plays a crucial
role in shaping mindsets. Teaching children to value all
genders equally helps lay the foundation for a society that
not only upholds equality in principle but actively practices
inclusivity and equity in everyday and professional life.
Beyond awareness, professional environments must turn
intention into action by creating spaces where women are
not only present but are genuinely included and supported.
In fields like engineering and IT where gender disparities
remain stark proactive measures are essential. Creating
safe, inclusive, and equitable work environments, where all
voices are heard and respected, should not be a mere policy
statement it must become a cultural standard embedded in
daily practice. Of course, it is important to recognize that
progress is being made. There are individuals and organiza-
tions actively working to close the gender gap, sometimes at
great personal and professional cost. These trailblazers both
women and men are our hope. Their efforts, though they
may seem small in the grand scheme, matter. They create
ripples that can eventually lead to waves of transformative
change.And so, while this recent experience was disappoint-
ing, it also strengthened my resolve. I am reminded of why
we must continue to speak up, even when it is uncomfort-
able. Why we must challenge the status quo, even when it
resists. And why we must support one anotherespecially
women just beginning their professional journeys.
One can hope for a future where no woman walks into a
room and feels invisible, unheard, or out of place. A future
where no young professional is made to question her abil-
ities, diminish her presence, or conform to a space never
designed to include her. A future where workplaces are
not only diverse in numbers but inclusive in culture where
leadership reflects the richness of different perspectives,
and where policies are not performative but truly trans-
formative. A future where respect, opportunity, and equity
are not demands, but values inherently upheld.Those days
are coming but only if we continue working toward them.
Change doesn’t just happen. We build it together.
— The writer is Manager Sales Technical
& Commercial- BEE, MSPM
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Briefs

From Pack 01

As global calls for peace in-
tensify, all eyes are now on
Washington, Doha, and Tel
Aviv in hopes that a break-
through can be achieved
in the coming days. Mean-
while, Israel and Hamas did
not achieve a breakthrough
in their latest round of in-
direct talks on Tuesday in
Doha for a Gaza ceasefire, a
Palestinian official said.
“No breakthrough has been
achieved so far, and the
negotiations are ongoing,”
the source close to the ne-
gotiations told AFP on the
third day of talks aiming to
bring an end to more than
21 months of war in the Pal-
estinian territory.

PTI urges
JUI-F to
refuse...

From Pack 01

the future of the CM Ali
Amin Gandapur-led KP gov-
ernment which in recent
times might face the threat
of a possible no confidence
motion — a prospect that
might pose serious threat
to the PTI as the opposition
is just 20 seats away from
tipping the balance of pow-
er in the provincial assem-
bly. The KP Assembly has
a total strength of 145, but
at the moment, there are
115 elected members. Of
the remaining 30, 26 seats
are reserved for women and
four for minorities.

The JUI-F had seven elect-
ed members, received 10
women and two minority
seats, taking its total to 19.
The PML-N, which started
with six elected members,
got nine reserved seats
and now stands at 15.
Meanwhile, PPP has risen
from four to 11 seats after
being allocated six women
and one minority seat.

Govt can’t
function
without...

From Pace 01

after the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) obtained a simple
majority in the National As-
sembly after the reinstate-
ment of reserved seats by
the Election Commission
of Pakistan following the
top court’s Constitutional
Bench verdict. It also hand-
ed the ruling alliance a two-
thirds majority in the lower
house, as its strength rose
from 218 to 235 members.
Expanding on President
Zardari’s rumoured remov-
al, Bukhari said that those
behind such speculations
had no understanding of the
Constitution and law.
The PPP secretary gener-
al further clarified that the
party was not joining the
federal cabinet. The PPP
leader’s rebuttal echoes
the statement made by the
PML-N’s Senator Irfan Sid-
diqui who has firmly denied
reports suggesting any pro-
posal to replace the presi-
dent. “No such suggestion
is under consideration at
any level,” Senator Siddiqui
said while speaking on a pri-
vate television channel.

PM says
automation
of FBR...

From Pace 01
more goods declarations
(GD) determined for tax col-
lection, but goods clearance
through the green channel
also increased two-and-a-half
times. Expressing his views
on the occasion, the prime
minister said that due to re-
duced human intervention,
the system would be more
efficient, saving both time
and money. The PM ordered
to make the new system
integrated and sustainable
and commended the officers
and staff who worked on the
development of the new risk
management system.
Furthermore, the huddle
was informed that under
the new system, estima-
tion of cost and nature of
goods during import and
export would be conducted
by Al and BOTs — a soft-
ware programme that can
execute commands, reply
to messages, or perform
routine tasks. The new
risk management system,
based on modern technol-
ogy, will continuously im-
prove through automation
using machine learning,
along with the movement
of goods, meeting was told.

Tarar praises sports journalists
as pillars of sporting spirit

The minister made these remarks while addressing a ceremony held 1n connection
with World Sports fournalists Day and the Oath-1aking Ceremony of the
Rawalpindi-Islamabad Sports Fournalists Association (RISTA)

owe much to their dedication. Whatever support is

ANsAR BHATTI i 8

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Attaullah Tarar, has lauded the role
of sports journalists as the backbone of Pakistan’s
sporting culture, calling them true ambassadors
of the nation on the global stage. He praised their
tireless efforts in promoting sports and assured
that the government will extend its full support to
amplify their work and visibility.

The minister made these remarks while addressing
a ceremony held in connection with World Sports
Journalists Day and the Oath-Taking Ceremony of
the Rawalpindi-Islamabad Sports Journalists Asso-
ciation (RISJA). The event, organized with the sup-
port of Serena Hotels, was attended by an esteemed
lineup of guests including CEO Serena Hotels Aziz
Boolani, Olympian Shahbaz Senior, Olympian Sadaf
Siddiqui, boxer Usman Wazeer, PFUJ President
Afzal Butt, National Press Club Secretary Nayyar
Ali, Finance Secretary Waqar Abbasi, senior jour-
nalist Aliya Rasheed, and office-bearers from various
sports bodies, associations and media organizations.
Tarar highlighted that sports journalists have been
a source of hope and recognition for countless
athletes, helping them rise to national and interna-
tional prominence. “Without sports journalists, the

public’s interest in competitions would have dimin-
ished. Their contribution to promoting sports is
truly commendable,” he said. He further acknowl-
edged their role in showcasing talent, fostering

sportsmanship, and energizing the spirit of healthy
competition across the country.

“I salute the sports journalists of Pakistan,” he
added. “Our international sporting achievements

required—from coverage to promotion—the govern-
ment will provide it. We are committed to going the
extra mile to stand with them.”

Thanking Serena Hotels for hosting the event, the
minister appreciated its ongoing contribution to
sports through the Sports Diplomacy initiative. He
emphasized that such public-private collaborations
are vital for strengthening Pakistan’s sports infra-
structure and global visibility. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena Hotels, under-
lined the importance of nurturing sports and youth
talent in Pakistan. “Our athletes are immensely
gifted, and they deserve our full backing to raise
Pakistan’s flag high globally,” he said.

Reiterating Serena’s long-term commitment
to sports, Boolani added, “Through our Sports
Diplomacy initiative, we will continue to sup-
port all forms of sports by providing platforms
for both athletes and journalists.”

During the ceremony, Minister Attaullah Tarar
also administered the oath to RISJA’s newly elect-
ed office-bearers. PFUJ President Afzal Butt, NPC
Secretary Nayyar Ali, RISJA President Abu Bakar
bin Talat, Patron Abdul Mohi Shah, and Chairman
Shakeel Awan also addressed the gathering, high-
lighting the vital role of sports journalism in pro-
moting a positive image of Pakistan.

Injured Shadab and Rauf
out of Pakistan’s squad

KARACHI: Pakistan on mad Rizwan, and spear-

Sinner wins
Wimbledon
reprieve

regain full fitness af- | LONDON: Jannik Sinner pro-

Tuesday left out injured
allrounder Shadab Khan
and fast bowler Haris Rauf
from the fitness-hit squad
for the Twenty20 inter-
national series in Bangla-
desh this month.

Shadab, vice captain of
the team during their 3-0
home win over Bangla-
desh last month, has un-
dergone a shoulder oper-
ation and is recuperating
in England.

Rauf injured his hamstring
during a T20 League game
in the United States on
Sunday while another pac-
er, Hasan Alj, is out due to
his commitment in county
cricket in England.
Pakistan continues to
leave out former captains
Babar Azam and Moham-

head Shaheen Shah Afri-
di as selectors said they
want to try some new
players in the build up to
the World Cup.

India and Sri Lanka will
co-host the Twenty20
World Cup in Febru-
ary-March next year.
Azam and Rizwan were
last part of the T20I squad
in South Africa last year,
while Shaheen featured on
the New Zealand tour in
March this year.

Salman Agha will lead
the side in Bangladesh
where the matches will
be played in Dhaka on
July 20, 22 and 24.

Also left out are pac-
ers Naseem Shah and
Mohammad Wasim
who both continue to

ter injuries.

It left the selectors to
choose uncapped pac-
ers in 3l-year-old Salman
Mirza and Ahmed Daniyal,
28, who both performed
well in the Pakistan Super
League this year.
Spinning allrounder Mo-
hammad Nawaz returns
to the squad after last
playing for Pakistan in
January 2024.

Squad: Salman  Agha
(captain), Abrar Ahmed,
Ahmed Daniyal, Faheem
Ashraf, Fakhar Zaman,
Hasan Nawaz, Hussain Ta-
lat, Khushdil Shah, Abbas
Afridi, Mohammad Haris,
Mohammad Nawaz, Sa-
hibzada Farhan, Saim
Ayub, Salman Mirza, Sufi-

gressed to the Wimbledon
quarterfinals on Monday af-
ter a tearful Grigor Dimitrov
pulled out injured while in to-
tal control of the match while
Novak Djokovic survived a
scare. World number one Sin-
ner and seven-time champion
Djokovic remain on course
for a mouthwatering semifi-
nal clash but the top seed's
match on Centre Court was
overshadowed by Dimitrov's
heartbreak. The Italian was
staring at the exit door trail-
ing 36, 57, 22 before the
Bulgarian 19th seed pulled
up holding his right pectoral
muscle and was unable to con-
tinue. Sinner rushed to his
aid but his 34-yearold oppo-
nent was barely able to wave
to acknowledge the crowd's
warm ovation. — Agencies

yan Mugeem. - Agencies

PCB announces
15-member squad for

Bangladesh T20I tour

DNA

LAHORE: The Men’s National Selection Committee of
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) on Tuesday announced a
15-member squad for the three-match T20I series against
Bangladesh. Salman Ali Agha-led squad is due to play a
three-match T20Is series against Bangladesh from 20 to
24 July at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in
Dhaka. Following is the squad and team management for
the Bangladesh T20Is: Salman Ali Agha (captain), Abrar
Ahmed, Ahmed Daniyal, Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar Zaman,
Hassan Nawaz, Hussain Talat, Khushdil Shah, Mohammad
Abbas Afridi, Mohammad Haris (wk), Mohammad Nawaz,
Sahibzada Farhan (wk), Saim Ayub, Salman Mirza and
Sufyan Moqim Naveed Akram Cheema (manager), Mike
Hesson (head coach), Ashley Noffke (bowling coach), Mu-
hammad Hanif Malik (batting Coach), Shane McDermott
(fielding Coach), Cliffe Deacon (physiotherapist), Grant
Luden (strength and conditioning coach), The PCB, in its
press release, stated that the squad for the white-ball series
against West Indies will be announced in due course.

Mbappe, PSG set for
Club World Cup reunion

AST Rutherford, United States, July 8 (AFP/APP):Kylian

Mbappe will come up against Paris Saint-Germain for the
first time since leaving the French club a year ago as Xabi
Alonso's Real Madrid revolution gets its biggest test yet in
Wednesday's Club World Cup semifinal. Mbappe should be
remembered as a PSG legend, having spent seven prolific
campaigns there and eventually departing as their all-time top
scorer with 256 goals in 308 games. But his legacy was a lit-
tle tainted by the manner of his departure, the sense among
many that for the last half of his time in Paris he was just wait-
ing for the right moment to move to Madrid, the club he had
dreamed of representing as a young boy. PSG, under their Qa-
tari president Nasser al-Khelaifi, were not happy with the way
in which Mbappe chose to run down his contract in order to
sign for Real in 2024, denying them a transfer fee. - Agencies

PM appoints
Qatari princess as
brand ambassador

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tues-
day appointed Qatari mountaineer and royal family mem-
ber Sheikha Asma Al Thani as the brand ambassador for
Pakistan’s mountains and tourism after she recently
successfully summited Nanga Parbat, the ninth-highest
mountain on Earth located in Gilgit-Baltistan region.
Known as the “Killer Mountain,” the 8,126-metre-high peak
is considered one of the world’s most dangerous climbs
due to its severe weather conditions and rough terrain.

In a post on X, the premier felicitated Sheikha Asma
on the achievement. “I am pleased to appoint Her
Highness Sheikha Asma Al Thani as the Brand Ambas-
sador for Pakistan’s mountains and tourism.

“My heartfelt felicitations to Her Highness on her recent
feat of scaling Nanga Parbat. It is truly inspiring,” he wrote.
“Her achievement sends a powerful message of courage
and determination, and stands as a testament to the en-
during friendship between Pakistan and Qatar,” he added.
In a post on Instagram, Sheikha Asma described the
relentless challenges she faced on her route to the
summit and the emotional toll of the ascent.

Alcaraz Iaces Norrie test at Wimbledon,
Sabalenka eyes semi-final$

LONDON: Defending champion Car-
los Alcaraz faces Britain’s Cameron
Norrie in the Wimbledon quarteri-
nals on Tuesday, while world number
one Aryna Sabalenka can move a step
closer to her maiden All England Club
crown. Alcaraz has not had it all his
own way at this year’s Wimbledon but
he has stepped up a gear when it mat-
ters most. The world number two has
dropped four sets during his run to
the last eight before raising his level
to keep his title defence alive.
Alcaraz is aiming to join an elite
group of men who have won the tour-
nament in three straight years in the
Open era - Bjorn Borg, Pete Sampras,
Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic.
But the Spaniard knows large sec-
tions of the Centre Court crowd will
be behind world number 61 Norrie,
who reached the Wimbledon semi-fi-
nals in 2022. “He’s going to use the
crowd to his advantage,” said Alcaraz,
who is on a career-best 22-match
winning streak. “I have to be really
strong mentally and focused to play
good tennis if I want to beat him.”

Alcaraz has won 33 of his 36 Tour-level
matches on grass. The five-time Grand
Slam winner’s last defeat at Wimble-
don came against Jannik Sinner in the
fourth round in 2022. Alcaraz head-
ed to Ibiza to relax after winning the
French Open in June and Norrie fol-
lowed in his opponent’s footsteps in a
bid to emulate his success.

“I was telling my team, let’s see if the
Carlos method can work because he
went to Ibiza and he won Wimby,” said
the last British man left in the singles

tournament. “When you come to the
court fresh, and you've had a few days
on the beach or a few days in the sun
relaxing, you feel ready to compete
again.” Sabalenka looks unstoppable
as she chases a fourth Grand Slam ti-
tle and her first at Wimbledon.

The Belarusian, who has never been
past the Wimbledon semi-finals, has
yet to drop a set as she prepares to
take on 37-year-old Laura Siegemund,
ranked a lowly 104th in the world.
Sabalenka, who lost in the Australian
and French Open finals this year, is the
only one of top six women’s seeds still
standing after a tournament of shocks.
“We all dream the same, holding the
trophy, that winning moment,” said Sa-
balenka. “It’s always been my dream. I
mean, | haven’t achieved it yet. I had
a lot of disappointments here.” Siege-
mund, who has lost both of her pre-
vious matches against her opponent,
is under no illusions about the task
facing her in her second Grand Slam
quarterfinal. “She’s one of the great-
est players that we have and one of the
most aggressive also. - Agencies

Relentless Spain reach
Euro 2025 quarters

“We knew they would try to sit back and hold us off at
the beginning, we could have been better, sure, but you
need to adapt during the game. We managed to do that
and create good opportunities,” Tome told reporters
THUN: Spain reached the quarterfinals of Women’s Euro
2025 on Monday after the world champions’ hammered
Belgium 6-2 while Italy were held to a 1-1 draw with Portu-
gal. A brace from the magnificent Alexia Putellas and fur-
ther goals from Irene Paredes, Esther Gonzalez, Mariona
Caldentey and Claudia Pina gave Group B leaders Spain a

second thumping win. Montse Tome’s team will win the
group if they avoid defeat to Italy, who are two points be-
hind La Roja in second after being denied qualification late
on by third-placed Portugal, on Friday.

Few would bet on Spain failing to secure first place after
two blistering performances in which they have netted 11
times. “We knew they would try to sit back and hold us off
at the beginning, we could have been better, sure, but you
need to adapt during the game. We managed to do that and
create good opportunities,” Tome told reporters.

“We have to improve but we did what we planned to do.”
Belgium, who twice levelled through Justine Vanhaev-
ermaet and Hannah Eurlings, are close to going home
after eventually being blown away by relentless waves
of attacking football. - Agencies

AFC, United Nations partner to advance
sustainahle development

KUALA LUMPUR: The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) and the United Nations’
Football for the Goals (FFTG) initiative
reaffirmed their shared commitment to
leveraging on the power of football to drive
social development across Asia with an in-
creasing number of football stakeholders
who are formally aligned with the FFTG’s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
platform. The Football Association of Indo-
nesia, the Chinese Football Association and
the Philippine Football Federation have
become the latest applicants, bringing the
total number of AFC Member Associations
(MAs) and Regional Associations (RAs)
currently under review to 20.

Meanwhile, the Football Association
of Thailand, Football Association of
Brunei Darussalam, Tajikistan Foot-
ball Federation and Football Associa-

the FFTG

tion of the Maldives have joined the
eight existing members.

Through FFTG, football organisations com-
mit to promoting the SDGs by adopting re-
sponsible business practices, championing
social inclusion, and aligning communica-
tions with sustainable development messag-
ing. Membership is voluntary, non-binding,
and without financial obligation, making it
an accessible and strategic platform for the
AFC’s 47 MAs and five RAs.

“We are encouraged by the growing en-
gagement of both our MAs and RAs with
initiative.
signals the significant rise in awareness
of football’s unique role in creating in-
clusive, equitable, and resilient commu-
nities across Asia,” said Vahid Kardany,
Secretary to the AFC Dream Asia Foun-
dation and the AFC Deputy General Sec-

This movement

retary - Member Associations. The AFC
Dream Asia Foundation Conference 2025
will be held on 15th October 2025, in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, in collaboration with
the UN FFTG Secretariat. The event will
convene football stakeholders, UN agen-
cies, NGOs, and civil society to exchange
knowledge and strengthen collaboration
in leveraging football for sustainable de-
velopment. Kardany added that the AFC
Dream Asia Foundation, in collaboration
with FFTG, is playing a key enabling
role in helping football governing bodies
across Asia participate in this movement.
Rather than joining as a member, the
foundation acts as a continental facilita-
tor, guiding and supporting MAs and RAs
to apply and align with FFTG’s core prin-
ciples. This coordinated engagement sig-
nals the foundation’s commitment to glob-

al-local alignment in advancing the SDGs
through football. Robert Skinner, Chief of
Partnerships and Global Engagement in
the UN’s Department of Global Communi-
cations, said, “When football and the Unit-
ed Nations stand together, we send a pow-
erful message: the SDGs are everyone’s
game, and every goal counts. Football
for the Goals is proud of our collabora-
tion with the AFC for the upcoming AFC
Dream Asia Foundation Conference, a sig-
nificant opportunity to advance football’s
role for sustainable development in the
region.” Football for the Goals is a United
Nations platform launched to harness the
power of football in advancing the SDGs.
It engages clubs, leagues, federations, and
players to raise awareness, foster partner-
ships, and take measurable action for peo-
ple and the planet. ~Agencies

Netanyahu
nominates
Trump for...

From Pack 01
“He’s forging peace as we
speak, in one country, in
one region after the oth-
er,” Netanyahu said at a
dinner with Trump at the
White House.

Justice
Dogar sworn

in as CJ THC

From Pack 01
members of lawyers’ bod-
ies and legal fraternity, law
officers, lawyers and medi-
apersons. Earlier, Justice
Dogar has been performing
as Acting CJ of THC.

ICC seeks
arrest of
Taliban...

From Pace 01

rights and freedoms,” the
court said. The court said
the alleged crimes had been
committed between 15 Au-
gust 2021, when the Taliban
seized power, and contin-
ued until at least January
20, 2025. The Taliban had
“severely deprived” girls
and women of the rights
to education, privacy and
family life and the freedoms
of movement, expression,
thought, conscience and re-
ligion, ICC judges said.
“In addition, other persons
were targeted because cer-
tain expressions of sexual-
ity and/or gender identity
were regarded as incon-
sistent with the Taliban’s
policy on gender.” The
ICC, based in The Hague,
was set up to rule on the
world’s worst crimes, such
as war crimes and crimes
against humanity. It has no
police force of its own and
relies on its member states
to carry out its arrest war-
rants, with mixed results.
In theory, this means that
anyone subject to an ICC ar-
rest warrant cannot travel
to a member state for fear
of being detained.

Dozens
missing...

From Pack 01
the river in the preceding
24 hours. At least 18 peo-
ple are missing in Nepal
while China’s official Xin-
hua news agency said 11
people were unaccounted
for on the Chinese side of
the mountainous border
region. In Nepal, the miss-
ing included six Chinese
workers and three police
personnel, the National
Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Author-
ity (NDRRMA) said on X.
It added that eight electric
cars were also washed away
and a small hydroelectric
plant was damaged in the
flood. Trade between Ne-
pal and China was disrupt-
ed because of the bridge’s
destruction, officials said.
The missing Chinese na-
tionals were working at
the Inland Container De-
pot being constructed with
Chinese assistance about
80 km north of the capital
Kathmandu, said Arjun Pau-
del, a senior administrative
official of Rasuwa district.
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Libya
authorities
intercept over

TRIPOLI: Libyan authorities
on Monday said they had in-
tercepted 113 migrants off
the country’s coast and re-
covered three bodies in sep-
arate operations over three
days. The bodies of three “i-
legal migrants of African na-
tionalities” were discovered
on a beach in Misrata, some
200 kilometers (125 miles)
east of Tripoli, the Minis-
try of Interior said. Also on
Monday, security forces on
a speedboat intercepted 54
migrants off Garabulli, 50
kilometers east of the capital
Tripoli, the ministry added.
They were brought back to
the capital’s port and handed
over to the competent au-
thorities, it said.

The day before, “as part of
a plan to intensify maritime
patrols during the summer,”
20 migrants “of various na-
tionalities” were rescued off
Zawiya, 45 kilometers west
of Tripoli, the ministry said
Sunday. On Saturday, 39 mi-
grants were intercepted off
the eastern coast of Tripoli,
the ministry reported, with-
out providing further details
about where they were found
or their point of departure.
Libya has been gripped by
unrest since the 2011 over
throw and killing of longtime
ruler Muammar Qaddafi in
a NATO-backed uprising.—
APP

Israel eyes
deeper eco ties
with India

JERUSALEM: Israel and
India are finalizing an invest-
ment protection agreement
and expect to sign it in the
coming months, Israel’s
Finance Ministry said on
Tuesday. Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich and the
ministry’s chief economist
Shmuel Abramzon discussed
the issue, which it did not
elaborate on, and other eco-
nomic matters with Indian
Ambassador to Israel ].P.
Singh. “Deepening econom-
ic ties with India is one of
the goals I have set,” Smo-
trich said after the meeting
in Jerusalem, calling India
a “true friend of Israel.” An
investment protection agree-
ment is a treaty in which
countries aim to reduce the
perceived risk of investing
in each other, such as by
offering protections against
unfair treatment or removing
restrictions on transferring
capital and profits.

India, the ministry noted, has
become in recent years one
of Israel’s most important
trade partners globally and
especially in Asia, and the
volume of trade and invest-
ments between the two coun-
tries is expected to increase
sharply in the coming years
in light of their strengthen-
ing diplomatic and security
relations.

Indian villag-
ers beat five
to death for
‘witchcraft’

NEW DELHI: Indian vil-
lagers beat a family of five
to death and dumped their
corpses in a lake accusing
them of “practicing witch-
craft” after the death of a boy,
police said Tuesday.

Three people have been ar-
rested and have confessed
to the crime, police in the
northern state of Bihar said
in a statement. Three wom-
en — including a 75-year-old —
were among those murdered.
The main accused believed
that his son’s recent death
was caused by one of those
killed, and blamed “him and
his family of practicing witch-
craft,” the statement said.
“After beating the victims
to death, the perpetrators
loaded the bodies onto a
tractor and dumped them
in a pond,” police said. The
murderers and victims all be-
longed to India’s Oraon tribe
in Bihar, India’s poorest state
and a mainly Hindu region of
at least 130 million people.
Despite campaigns against
superstition, belief in witch-
craft remains widespread
in rural areas across India,
especially in isolated tribal
communities. Some states,
including Bihar, have in-
troduced laws to try to
curb crimes against people
accused of witchcraft and
superstition. Women have
often been branded witches
and targeted, but the killing
of the family of five stands
out as a particularly hei-
nous recent example._APP

Japan donates 166 books to COMSATS
Abbottabad under cultural project

. The Ambassador, while appreciating the role played by COMSATS University in the academic
100 migramtS = development of Pakistani youth stated that Japan and the COMSATS University are a valued partner in

ABBOTTABAD :The Embassy of
Japan in Pakistan, in collaboration
with the Nippon Foundation, has
donated a collection of 166 books
related to Japan to the COMSATS
University Islamabad (CUI), Ab-
bottabad Campus as a part of the
“Read Japan Project” aimed at fos-
tering a deeper understanding of
Japan’s rich culture, politics and
economics through books.
AKAMATSU Shuichi, the Am-
bassador of Japan to Pakistan, on
behalf of the Nippon Foundation,
presented the books to Prof. Dr.
Shahid Khattak, Director, COM-
SATS  University Abbottabad
Campus at a ceremony held on
Tuesday July 8 at the campus
premises. The 166 carefully se-
lected books in English language
cover a diverse array of topics re-
lated to Japan such as history, pol-
itics, economy, security, philoso-
phy, literature, art and culture.
Ambassador AKAMATSU while
speaking on the occasion, extend-
ed his congratulations to the stu-
dents and teachers for receiving
this valuable gift from the Nippon
Foundation. He expressed the
hope that these books will serve
as a valuable resource for stu-
dents, faculty, researchers and
intellectuals in their academic
pursuits by inspiring new ideas,
deepening knowledge, and spark-
ing their interest in exploring Ja-
pan further.

“The gift of books from the Nip-
pon Foundation today are in fact
the bridges of knowledge and
friendship between Japan and Pa-

these endeavors through educational and cultural exchanges

“_ ”

kistan”, said the Ambassador.

The Ambassador, while appreciat-
ing the role played by COMSATS
University in the academic devel-
opment of Pakistani youth stated
that Japan and the COMSATS
University are a valued partner in
these endeavors through educa-

tional and cultural exchanges.

In his remarks, Prof. Dr. Shahid
Khattak, Director, COMSATS
University Abbottabad Campus
expressed his sincere gratitude
to the Nippon Foundation and
the Embassy of Japan for their
generous gift of books, and hoped

that the students will use this
opportunity to learn about Japan
that will pave the way for further
strengthening the Japan-Pakistan
relations. The deans attended the
donation ceremony and expressed
the importance they place on this
event and on strengthening rela-
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tions with Japan.

The “READ JAPAN PROJECT”
was initiated by the Nippon Foun-
dation in 2008 to promote the un-
derstanding of Japan through the
donation of Japan related books in
English to universities and librar-
ies around the world.

Long term reforms

imperative for prosperous

Pakistan : Nasir

CCP facilitates $50m
in FDI through M&A

approvals

ISLAMABAD: The Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) approved a total of 69 mergers and acquisition
(M&A) transactions during the fiscal year 2024-25, facil-

MANSOOR QURESHI

ISLAMABAD: Nasir Man-
soor Quraishi, President
of the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), has emphasized
that Pakistan’s aspiration
to become a trillion-dollar
economy can only be real-
ized by ensuring industrial
competitiveness, stream-
lining the cost of doing
business, and adopting
consistent long-term eco-
nomic policies.

In a statement issued here
on Tuesday, the ICCI Pres-
ident stated that Ease of
Doing Business (EODB)
remains a cornerstone
for driving industrial pro-
ductivity and fostering

sustainable growth. “The
goal of Pakistan becoming
a trillion-dollar economy is
achievable, but it hinges
on robust industrial com-
petitiveness supported
by sound, forward-look-
ing economic strategies,”
he remarked. He under-
scored the urgency of re-
ducing the cost of doing
business in order to en-
hance the global compet-
itiveness of local indus-
tries. “If Pakistan wants
to expand its exports and
position domestic brands
as influential players in
the international market,
it must prioritize lowering
input costs and eliminat-
ing bureaucratic hurdles
for businesses,” he added.
Highlighting key sectors

with high growth potential,
the ICCI President point-
ed out that pharmaceu-
ticals, information tech-
nology (IT), and textiles
could become engines of
economic transformation.
If properly incentivized
and supported they could
lead the country towards
substantial foreign ex-
change earnings and job
creation,” he said.

He further called upon
the government to simpli-
fy the tax system, making
it more transparent and
business-friendly,  while
also ensuring that energy
prices remain competi-
tive to empower industrial
growth. “High energy tar-
iffs are stifling industry.
There is a dire need to

align energy costs with
regional competitors,” he
cautioned.

Quraishi also urged for the
full-scale implementation
of the One Window Oper-
ation across all sectors to
remove red tape and pro-
mote foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI). “The entire
economic ecosystem must
be digitized and integrated
to attract global investors
and foster trust within the
business community,” he
maintained.

The ICCI President reit-
erated that with the right
reforms, investment cli-
mate, and strategic focus,
Pakistan has all the ingre-
dients to emerge as a tril-
lion-dollar economy in the
coming decades

itating foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows of approx-
imately $50 million. These transactions spanned diverse
sectors including food, finance, logistics, aerospace, media
and e-commerce, underscoring CCP’s critical role in pro-
moting fair competition and enhancing investor confidence
in Pakistan’s economy,said a press release issued here on
Tuesday. Prominent FDI transactions included a joint ven-
ture between NLC and DP World Logistics FZE, facilitated
by SIFC, and the acquisition of Wemsol by Bazaar Tech-
nologies in the e-commerce sector. In agribusiness, Italy’s
Euricom S P A acquired 50% of Fatima Euricom Rice Mills.
The media sector saw Berkeley Square Holding BV acquire
50% stakes in Ogilvy and Mather, Mindshare, and Soho
Square Pakistan. Additionally, Saudi firm Wakeb Data Com-
pany acquired an 80% stake in drone technology company
Woot Tech. In addition to foreign investment transac-
tions, CCP approved 64 domestic M&A deals across sec-
tors such as retail, services, logistics, energy, food, and
manufacturing. Sector-wise, 25 transactions occurred in
industrial and manufacturing, 14 in energy and power,
13 in services, 11 in financial services, five in consumer
goods and retail, and one in real estate. Major domes-
tic transactions included Asyad Holding’s acquisition
of 77.42% shares in Shell Pakistan via UAE-based Wafi
Energy, marking a key move in the energy sector.—APP

Bangladesh’s garment
industry eying GCC
growth

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s ready-made garment industry is see-
ing growing demand in Saudi Arabia, industry leaders say,
as they look to the Kingdom as a key market for expansion
in the Gulf region. The garment sector is a key driver of
the Bangladeshi economy. The country is one of the larg-
est garment exporters in the world, second only to China.
The industry accounts for more than 80 percent of Bang-
ladesh’s total foreign sales revenue. The newest data from
the Export Promotion Bureau shows that garment exports
to Saudi Arabia were valued at $152 million in the fiscal
year 2024-25, up by 7.3 percent year-on-year.

The upward trend reflects growing interest from Saudi
buyers in Bangladeshi apparel, particularly items such as
T-shirts and jeans, according to Akhter Hossain Apurbo,
vice president of the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association. “We have strong potential for
increasing exports to the GCC region, with Saudi Arabia
and the UAE being the most significant markets,” he told
Arab News. Major European brands with retail outlets in
Saudi Arabia place orders with Bangladeshi producers
who deliver products directly to Saudi ports. “We export
to wholesale buyers and later on retailers sell these goods
across the region,” Apurbo said. “Mostly Saudi locals are
buying these Bangladeshi-made garments.—APP

The EU presidency says Europe

must rearm within 5 years

BRUSSELS: Russia could pose a credible security threat to the European Union by the end of the decade and defense
industries in Europe and Ukraine must be ramped up within five years in preparation, Danish Prime Minister Mette Fred-
eriksen warned on Tuesday. In a speech to the European Parliament marking the launch of Denmark’s six-month term as
holder of the EU presidency, Frederiksen lamented that “cutting our defense spending in the past 30 years was a huge
mistake.” European officials have warned that President Vladimir Putin could soon try to test NATO’s Article 5 security
guarantee — the pledge that an attack on any one ally would be met with a collective response from all 32. Most of the
allies are EU countries. Russia has been accused of acts of sabotage, cyberattacks and fake news campaigns - largely to
weaken European support for Ukraine — and while Europe is not at war, it is not at peace either, NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte has said. “Strengthening Europe’s defense industry is an absolute top priority, and we have to be able to
defend ourselves by 2030 at the latest,” Frederiksen told EU lawmakers in Strasbourg, France. “Never, ever should we
allow Europe to be put in a position again where we cannot defend ourselves.” Many European leaders insist they have
heard the Trump administration’s warning that American security priorities now lie elsewhere - in the Middle East and
the Indo-Pacific - but Europe’s effort to arm is moving only slowly. When NATOQ’s ambitions are not enough At a key
summit last month, NATO leaders endorsed a statement saying: “Allies commit to invest 5% of GDP annually on
core defense requirements as well as defense- and security-related spending by 2035 to ensure our individual and
collective obligations.” That historic pledge will require them to spend tens of billions of euros (dollars) more over
the coming decade, not five years. Spain - NATO’s lowest spender with 1.28% of GDP last year — quickly branded
the target “unreasonable.” Belgium has cast doubt over whether it will make the grade. Slovenia is considering a
referendum. Heavyweights France and Italy are mired in economic woes and will struggle to get there too. Money
spent on military support to Ukraine can now be included in NATO’s defense calculations, but even that will not hike the
GDP miilitary spend by much. The EU’s Readiness 2030 plan With the threat of Russian aggression in mind, the EU’s
executive branch has come up with a security plan. It hinges on a 150-billion-euro ($176 billion) loan program that mem-
ber countries, Ukraine and outsiders like Britain could dip into. It aims to fill gaps that the U.S. might leave. Spending
priorities for joint purchase include air and missile defense systems, artillery, ammunition, drones, equipment for use in
cyber and electronic warfare, and “strategic enablers” like air-to-air refueling and transport. —APP

CDA chief, Bulgaria envoy discuss
matters of mutual interest

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Irena Ganche-
va, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Re-
public of Bulgaria to the Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan, called
on Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
Chairman CDA, Chief Commis-
sioner Islamabad, and DG Civil
Defence at CDA Headquarters.
The meeting held in a very cor-
dial atmosphere in which mat-
ters of mutual interest, with
particular emphasis on foster-
ing institutional cooperation
and strengthening bilateral en-
gagement. Ms. Irena Gancheva
appreciated CDA’s significant
initiatives and efforts under
the leadership of Muhammad
Ali Randhawa, Chairman CDA,

1)

)

Chief Commissioner Islama-
bad, and DG Civil Defence, in
maintaining the capital’s de-
velopment, beautification, and
environmental  sustainability.
Chairman CDA said that CDA is
committed to make Islamabad
more developed and beautiful.
H.E. Ms. Irena Ganchevs, Am-
bassador of Bulgaria appreciat-
ed CDA’s tremendous efforts for
development, beautification and
planting of environment friend-
ly trees. At the conclusion of
the meeting, Muhammad Ali
Randhawa reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to strengthening
the mutual relationship with
the Republic of Bulgaria while
the ambassador of Bulgaria also
assured her full support in ad-
vancing the collaboration and
conveyed Bulgaria’s willingness
to work closely with CDA.

CAIRO: At least four people
were killed and 27 injured in
a fire at a major telecomms
center in Egypt’s capital that
caused widespread disrup-
tions, the health ministry
said on Tuesday.

Internet and phone con-
nections were still heavily
disrupted in Cairo on Tues-
day, with the Egyptian stock
exchange suspending oper-
ations. Flights into and out
of the capital had also been
affected by the fire, which
began on Monday evening,
although by the following
morning the civil aviation
ministry said all flights had
resumed following delays
caused by the blaze. Gas
and electricity outages were
also reported on Monday
by Cairo governor Ibrahim
Saber. “Civil defense forces
recovered four bodies from
the scene of the incident,”
the healthy ministry said in
a statement. The authorities
are yet to announce a cause for
the fire, nor has any informa-
tion been given about the 27
injured. Local media reported
that the fire at the Ramses Ex-
change, the former communi-
cations ministry headquarters,
was extinguished on Monday
night—APP

Jordanian
helicopters
continue to

help Syria

LONDON: Jordanian air
forces continue to assist au-
thorities in Syria’s coastal
region to combat wildfires,
which have damaged more
than 10,000 hectares of land
over six days. Jordan was one
of the first countries to dis-
patch help to the Syrian Arab
Republic, alongside Lebanon
and Turkiye, all neighboring
countries. The UN also de-
ployed teams to assist Syria,
while on Tuesday, Damascus
sought support from the EU
to combat the fires. The wild-
fires in Latakia’s Jabal Turk-
man region were sparked by

a combination of unexploded
ordnance from the coun-
try’s civil war as well as high
temperatures and drought.
Jordan sent two Black Hawk
helicopters with firefighting
crews and equipment. The
Jordanian mission is working
to prevent the further expan-
sion of fires and mitigate the
impact on local communities
and ecosystems, Petra re-
ported. The wildfires have
been difficult to contain due
to rugged terrain, dense veg-
etation, landmines, unexplod-
ed ordnance and high winds,
which have further compli-
cated response efforts, au-
thorities said.

The decision to help Syria
demonstrates Jordan’s com-
mitment to providing human-
itarian support and respond-
ing to regional crises, Petra
added._APP

Kurdish PKK
militants to
begin handing
over arms
in Iraq

ANKARA: Militant fighters
of the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) will begin hand-
ing over weapons in groups
in the northern Iraqi city
of Sulaymaniyah on Friday
as part of a peace process
with Turkiye, Turkish broad-
caster NTV reported on
Tuesday. The PKK — locked
in a bloody conflict with the
Turkish state for more than
four decades — decided in
May to disband and end its
struggle, following a public
call from the group’s jailed
leader Abdullah Ocalan in
February. NTV said, with-
out citing sources, that
Ocalan would send a video
message to the PKK’s base
in northern Iraq’s moun-
tainous Qandil region to call
for a mechanism for the dis-
armament process. It would
be the first video featuring
his face and voice since his
jailing in 1999. The whole
process is expected to take
around two to five months,
NTV said, adding that mili-
tants who hand in weapons
will stay in Iraq and halt any

PKK activities.
On Monday, a delegation
from the pro-Kurdish

DEM party — Turkiye's
third-biggest party, which
played a key role facilitat-
ing the disarmament de-
cision — met with Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan
in Ankara to discuss the
process. NTV earlier re-
ported that Ibrahim Ka-
lin, the head of Turkiye’s
MIT intelligence agency,
would travel to Baghdad on
Tuesday for talks with Ira-
qi officials to discuss the
weapons handover.—APP
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Government
approves
import of

900,000 MT

sugar

ISLAMABAD:Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on Tuesday
chaired a committee meet-
ing to assess the sugar sit-
uation in the country and
evaluate import require-
ments. The committee ap-
proved the import of up to
500,000 metric tons of sug-
ar to ensure a stable supply
and maintain affordable
prices nationwide.

The deputy PM underscored
the government’s commit-
ment to price stability and
safeguarding consumer in-
terests. The meeting was
attended by the Minister for
Food, SAPM Tariq Bajwa,
the Secretary Ministry of
Food, senior officials from
the Ministry of Industries
and Production, and indus-
try representatives. - APP

Govt can’t
provide
residence to
all residents

Sindh senior minister
says SBCA has begun
demolition near
collapsed Lyari building

NazIr SiyaL

KARACHI: Sindh senior
minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon on Tuesday said
it was not possible for the
government to provide
housing to all residents of
fragile buildings across the
province, citing limited re-
sources and the scale of the
problem. Speaking on Geo
News’ morning programme
“Geo Pakistan”, Memon
stated that there were 740
buildings in Sindh declared
unsafe, of which 51 are ex-
tremely dangerous. He said
that 11 of those extremely
hazardous structures had
been vacated so far.
Memon explained that while
it was not feasible to house
all occupants, the govern-
ment could offer temporary
accommodation to some
families within available
resources, as it had done
previously for flood victims
and Covid-19 patients.

Bulgaria to
adopt euro
in 2026

BRUSSELS: EU ministers
are set to give the final
green light on Tuesday
for Bulgaria to adopt the
euro on January 1, 2026,
when the country would
become the single curren-
cy area’s 21st member.

The European Commission
last month said the EU’s
poorest country had ful-
filled the strict conditions
to adopt the euro, while
the European Central Bank
(ECB) also gave a positive
opinion. Bulgaria’s switch
from the lev to the euro
next year will come 19
years after the country of
6.4 million people joined
the European Union. To-
day is truly an important
day for Bulgaria. - APP

ISLAMABAD: ASEAN Heads of Missions in Pakistan including Myanmar, Brune1 Darussalam, Vietnam, Thalland Phlllppmes, Malaysm, and
Indonesia called on the Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar ahead of his participation in the 32nd ARF
Ministerial Meeting later this week. They reaffirmed the importance of Pakistan’s partnership with ASEAN and its member states. — DNA

Crackdown against Hawala,
counterfeit medicine ordere

The Interior Minister stressed that counterfeit medicine trade is completely unacceptable
and that those involved must be dealt with iron hands, as their rightful place is jail

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi visited FIA Karachi Zone
and chaired a high-level meeting. He or-
dered an effective crackdown against the
Hawala-Hundi mafia and emphasized ac-
tion against major hands involved in it,

without yielding to any pressure.

Interior Minister also directed action against
agents sending beggars abroad, stating that
the beggar mafia is tarnishing Pakistan’s image
and indiscriminate action against them is nec-
essary. He instructed the arrest of absconding
agents with the help of other provinces and to
ensure the arrest of deported beggars.

The Interior Minister stressed that

counterfeit medicine trade is complete-
ly unacceptable and that those involved
must be dealt with iron hands, as their
rightful place is jail. Mohsin Naqvi also
ordered strong action against non-custom
products and directed strict legal action
against passengers attempting to take
more than 5,000 dollars abroad.

Director Karachi Zone Nauman Siddiq

briefed Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on
the FIA Karachi Zone’s performance and
ongoing issues. The meeting was attended
by Additional DG FIA South Mujahid Akbar
Khan, Director FIA Karachi Zone Nauman
Siddiq, Deputy Director Anti-Money Laun-
dering, Deputy Director Immigration, Dep-
uty Director Anti-Corruption, all Assistant
Directors, and officials from FIA South.

Punjab bans
mobile phone use
by hospiial stail

Notification says decision aims to ensure
uninterrupted emergency response,
improve quality of patient care

ABID Raza

LAHORE: The Punjab government has imposed a ban on the
use of mobile phones by hospital staff below BPS-18 grade
during duty hours in all public sector hospitals across the
province, instructing the introduction of a pager system for
emergency communications. According to two circulars is-
sued on July 7, 2025, by the Specialised Healthcare and
Medical Education Department, the decision aims to en-
sure uninterrupted emergency response and improve the
quality of patient care in public healthcare facilities. The
first circular states that the use of pagers is being made
mandatory across all public healthcare institutions to en-
hance rapid communication during high-risk situations.

“Pagers help to ensure that critical alerts — such as Code
Blue and Code Red — are promptly received and respond-
ed to,” it reads. All hospitals under the department’s juris-
diction have been instructed to ensure strict compliance.
Meanwhile, the second directive bans the use of mobile
phones during duty hours by all hospital staff below 18
grade in emergencies, ICUs, NICUs, and operation the-
atres. Exceptions will apply to senior administrative of-
ficers such as Medical Superintendents, Additional and
Deputy Medical Superintendents, Senior Registrars, and
Directors. The directive warns that the frequent and un-
necessary use of mobile phones was disrupting patient
care and hospital operations. Medical superintendents
and heads of departments have been tasked with enforc-
ing the ban, monitoring staff behaviour, and submitting
compliance reports within three days. In addition, the
circulars stress the need to ensure a robust and respon-
sive emergency care system and mandate adherence to
SOPs by nursing students, particularly in procedures
such as IV injections. The directives have been circu-
lated to all public sector medical universities, colleges,
specialised institutes, and teaching hospitals in Punjab.

‘TTP a global threat’
'M!Ill_allISlall hecoming
hreeding ground for terror

Ambassador Asim Iftikhar highlights credible evidence of
collaboration between TTP and other terrorist groups

Fin Minister reviews progress
on rightsizing reforms

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, here on Tuesday chaired
a key meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Rightsizing,
reviewing strategic reforms across key ministries aimed
at improving institutional efficiency, streamlining govern-
ment structures, and advancing the FBR transformation
agenda. The meeting was attended by Minister for Pow-
er Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari and senior officials
from the relevant Ministries and Divisions, according to
press release issued by finance ministry. The Committee
was given a detailed presentation by the Power Division on
the Power Planning and Monitoring Company, outlining its
institutional background, strategic functions, key achieve-
ments, progress on high-impact functions, and future plans.
The presentation focused on enhancing the role
of PPMC as a technical backbone for planning and
performance monitoring in the power sector, with
particular emphasis on evidence-based forecasting,
system efficiency, and sectoral coordination. A pre-
liminary presentation was also made by the Law Divi-
sion on its scope of work, performance benchmarks,
ongoing rightsizing initiatives, and their broader im-
plications for public policy and service delivery.

The presentation included a comprehensive overview
of the Division’s attached departments and proposed

measures to improve institutional efficiency, elimi-
nate functional overlaps, and achieve better outcomes
through leaner administrative structures.

Subsequently, the Cabinet Committee considered a set of
recommendations submitted by the Sub-Committee on Right-
sizing, chaired by Salman Ahmad, Ambassador-at-Large,
pertaining to the organizational framework of the Revenue
Division. The proposals outlined a broad approach to insti-
tutional reform aimed at enhancing structural efficiency,
optimizing human resource deployment, and strengthening
alignment with overarching national objectives.

Emphasis was placed on promoting a results-orient-
ed governance model through improved performance
management systems and the adoption of accountabil-
ity mechanisms to support more effective and respon-
sive public service delivery.

The Finance Minister underscored that the FBR stands at
the core of Pakistan’s fiscal architecture.

He said, the government was committed to implementing
the FBR transformation plan approved by the Prime Min-
ister, with a view to raising the tax-to-GDP ratio and trans-
forming FBR into a modern, efficient, and accountable
revenue authority that is essential to fiscal sustainability.
The Minister also stressed the importance of embedding
performance-driven human resource practices across
the organization to ensure that every rupee of public
expenditure translates into measurable improvements
in tax collection, compliance, and service delivery.

Pakistan condoles
death of 12 Turkish
soldiers in Iraq
methane gas incident

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Tuesday expressed condo-
lences over the martyrdom of 12 Turkish soldiers after
they were exposed to methane gas during a search op-
eration in northern Iraq. "We are deeply saddened to
learn that 12 Turkish soldiers were martyred, after be-

JUNE 2025

ing exposed to methane gas during a search mission in
the Claw-Lock Operation zone," Foreign Office spokes-
person Shafgat Ali Khan said in a statement.

He prayed for Allah’s mercy upon the martyrs and ex-
pressed deepest condolences to the bereaved families.
The spokesperson also reiterated that Pakistan
stood in firm solidarity with brotherly Turkiye in
this moment of grief. According to the Turkish
state-run Anadolu news agency, 12 soldiers died
after being exposed to methane gas during a
search operation in northern Iraq.

The soldiers were carrying out a sweep operation in a cave
at an altitude of 2,795 feet used by militants of the out-
lawed PKK terror group in the Operation Claw-Lock zone
when the incident occurred on Sunday. - DNA

E-commerce,
local markets
struggle to
meet demand
for ‘Rain gear’

ISLAMABAD: As the relent-
less monsoon showers con-
tinue to drench the city, de-
mand for raincoats and rain
cover shoes has shot up,
with shops and e-commerce
platforms struggling to keep
up with the growing number
of people seeking reliable
protection from the rain.

A local news broadcast re-
ported a surge in demand
for rain gear in prominent
markets throughout Rawal-
pindi, Islamabad, Peshawar,
Karachi and Lahore where
places such as Anarkali Ba-
zaar and Liberty Market are
struggling to keep items in
stock as raincoats and shoe
covers sell out within hours.
To cater to rising demand,
shops and online platforms
are offering raincoats in a
variety of sizes and styles
suitable for men, women, and
even children, report added.
From lightweight ponchos
to fulllength “langri” coats
that provide extra coverage,
the choices are expanding
rapidly. Many raincoats now
come with added features
such as hoods, zip-up fronts,
and reflective strips for safe-
ty, said seller. “I ride a bike
every day, and without a long
raincoat and shoe covers,
it's impossible to reach the
office dry,” said a motorcy-
clist from Rawalpindi. “These
langri coats are a must they
cover almost everything, even
while riding.” Shoe covers
ranging from reusable sili-
cone types to durable zip-up
waterproof options are also
gaining popularity, especially
among office-goers and bikers
who want to protect their foot-
wear from muddy, rain-soaked
roads, seller added. - APP

Four dead,
3 injured in
house fire

Four people pulled

out of the burning

house succumb to
their injuries

DNA

PESHAWAR: A tragic fire
broke out in a residential
unit located in the midst of
the congested Kochi Bazaar
area of Peshawar in the wee
hours of Tuesday, claiming
the lives of four people and
injuring three others.

Rescue 1122 officials said
that firefighters initially
pulled three individuals
from the burning house
alive and rushed them to
hospital in critical condi-
tion. However, all three suc-
cumbed to their injuries.
Later, another man was tak-
en to the hospital, who also
could not survive his burns.
Meanwhile, three others who
were rescued received treat-
ment at a hospital’s burns
ward. The blaze, which also
affected the power supply in
Kochi Bazaar and the near-
by Chowk Nasir Khan areas,
was eventually brought un-
der control after a prolonged
effort involving six fire vehi-
cles and 40 personnel. Res-
cue 1122 said that two of
their firefighters also faint-
ed during the operation due
to intense heat and smoke.
The narrow alleyways in
the area made firefighting
efforts extremely difficult.
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NEW YORK: In light of recent attacks by
Afghanistan-based terrorists, Pakistan has
urged the United Nations to prevent the war-
torn country from becoming a hub for terror,
while terming TTP a global and regional
threat. “We must ensure that Afghanistan
does not become a breeding ground for ter-
rorists that threatens not only its neighbours,
but the region and beyond,” Pakistan’s Per-
manent Ambassador to the UN Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad said while addressing a UN General
Assembly’s plenary session on the situation
in Afghanistan. The ambassador’s re-
marks echo Pakistan’s repeated stance
against the use of Afghan soil by ter-
ror outfits to carry out attacks.

Last week, the security forces elim-
inated at least 30 Indian-backed ter
rorists trying to infiltrate through the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border in Khy- 5
berPakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan dis- '
trict. Pakistan has witnessed a surge
in crosshorder terror incidents
since Taliban rulers returned
to Afghanistan in 2021, par-

ticularly in the bordering

provinces of Khyber Pakh-

—
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tunkhwa and Balochistan. Country saw a slight
uptick in militant attacks in May 2025, even as
heightened military tensions with neighbour-
ing India failed to trigger a significant escala-
tion in violence from extremist groups.

A day earlier, the two countries held the inau-
gural round of the additional secretary-level
mechanism between the foreign ministries in
Islamabad, with the two sides covering key
areas of bilateral interest, including trade and
transit cooperation, security, and connectivity.
Both sides recognised terrorism as a serious
threat to regional peace and security.
During the huddle, the Pakistani side
emphasised the need for concrete
actions against terrorist groups op-
erating on Afghan soil, noting that
such groups undermine Pakistan’s
. security and hinder regional develop-
~ ment. Expanding on the terror threat
" posed by groups from Afghanistan,
Ambassador Iftikhar said that ter-
rorism emanating from Af-
ghanistan was a serious
threat to the neighbour-
ing countries, particu-
larly Pakistan. -DNA
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