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President, 
PM vow to 

work jointly
Senate polls in 
KP also came 

under discussion

Faisal sheikh

ISLAMABAD: President Asif 
Ali Zardari and Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Tues-
day reiterated their commit-
ment to working together 
with each other for the coun-
try’s sake. A statement is-
sued by the Presidency said 

Picture on Page 2
the two held a meeting today 
at the President House. “The 
meeting involved discussions 
on the country’s political, 
economic, and security sit-
uation. The state of law and 

Continued on page 06

ECP disqualifies MNA Dasti
Dasti had repeatedly interrupted 
Asif, accusing the government of 
“toeing the establishment line

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) has disqualified 
MNA Jamshed Dasti after a reference 
was sent against him by National As-
sembly Speaker Ayaz Sadiq. The action 
was taken following Dasti’s disruptive 
behavior during a speech by PML-N 
leader Khawaja Asif in the assembly.
Dasti had repeatedly interrupted Asif, ac-
cusing the government of “toeing the estab-
lishment line.” His remarks sparked contro-
versy, prompting Speaker Sadiq to refer the 

matter to the ECP for further action. The 
commission ruled that Dasti violated parlia-
mentary norms, leading to his disqualifica-
tion. Dasti, known for his outspoken stance, 
has faced similar issues in the past. His 
disqualification has stirred political debate, 
with critics calling it an attempt to silence 
opposition voices. Supporters of the ruling 
party, however, argue that maintaining deco-
rum in the assembly is essential.
Dasti can challenge the decision in 
court. Meanwhile, the move has inten-
sified tensions between the govern-
ment and opposition, raising concerns 
about political victimization. The devel-
opment comes amid ongoing political 
instability in the country. – DNA

Lawmakers can't 
vote in KP Senate
polls before oath

staFF rePort

ISLAMABAD: Ahead of the upcoming 
Senate polls in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the 
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
has informed the province’s governor 
and chief minister that the notified mem-
bers of the provincial assembly (MPAs) 
on the reserved seats cannot take part 
in the assembly session or vote in Sen-
ate polls, if not administered oath,.
ECP Secretary Omar Hamid Khan wrote 
letters to Governor Faisal Karim Kundi 
and Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur 
and urged that an assembly session be 
called immediately for oath-taking of the re-
turned candidates to ensure the completion 

Continued on page 06

IsLAmAbAD: Indonesian minister of Defence Lt. Gen. (R) syafrie samsudin called 
on prime minister muhammad shehbaz sharif in Islamabad. – DNA

Electoral body urges KP governor to summon 
assembly session under Article 109 of Constitution

Reserved seats 

briefs

pakistan committed 
to enhance defence
 ties with Indonesia

ansar M Bhatti / Dna

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tues-
day reiterated that Pakistan was committed to enhanc-
ing bilateral cooperation with Indonesia in all avenues, 
including economic, strategic, trade sectors, as well as 
in the field of defense and defense production.
The prime minister, in a meeting with Indonesian Defense 
Minister Lieutenant General (R) Syafrie Samsudin, who 
called on him here, said that Pakistan and Indonesia en-
joyed a longstanding friendship rooted in shared cultural, 
religious and historical bonds supporting each other at in-
ternational forums, according to a PM Office press release.
Recalling his cordial meeting with the Indonesian 
President Prabowo Subianto on the sidelines of the G-8 
summit in Cairo, Prime Minister Shehbaz conveyed 

his best wishes to him. The meeting underscored the 
deep-rooted historical, brotherly and friendly bilateral 
relations between Pakistan and Indonesia.
During the meeting, both sides emphasized the importance 
of enhancing multifaceted bilateral cooperation. 
The prime minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to 
explore and expand collaboration with Indonesia in joint 
ventures of investment in mutually beneficial projects.
He also reviewed ongoing initiatives under the Pakistan-In-
donesia Defense Cooperation Agreement and agreed to 
accelerate the implementation of projects in key areas of 
mutual interest. Lieutenant General (R) Syafrie Samsudin 
conveyed best wishes of the President of the Republic of In-
donesia Prabowo Subianto for the prime minister and peo-
ple of Pakistan.  He reiterated Indonesia’s desire to further 
strengthen defense ties with Pakistan and to explore possi-
ble areas for cooperation, especially in defense production.

The prime minister, in a meeting with Indonesian 
Defense Minister Lieutenant General (R) Syafrie 

Samsudin, who called on him here, said that Pakistan 
and Indonesia enjoyed a longstanding friendship rooted 

in shared cultural, religious and historical bonds

Blasphemy cases

IHC order 
govt to form 
commission
Court says commission 

must complete its 
proceedings within four 

months of formation

Fiaz ch.
ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) 
on Tuesday directed the 
federal government to con-
stitute a commission with-
in 30 days to investigate 
blasphemy-related cases. 
Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq 
Khan issued the order while 
hearing petitions seeking 

Continued on page 06

Most main applicants 
travelling to the UK on 
study or work-related 
visas will no longer 

need a physical sticker 
visa in passports from 

today (15 July)
Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: The UK Government is re-
placing physical immigration documents for 
most student and worker visas with a digital 
proof of immigration status, an eVisa. An 
eVisa is an online record of a person’s immi-
gration permission in the UK, and any con-
ditions which apply, which can be viewed by 
creating and accessing an online UK Visas 
and Immigration (UKVI) account.
eVisas are part of an enhanced border and 
immigration system that will not only make 
the visa process easier, but is more secure, 
digital and streamlined. eVisas are tried 
and tested, with millions of people already 
using them on select immigration routes.
British High Commissioner, Jane Marri-
ott CMG OBE, said:
“These changes to the UK visa system 
will make it much simpler for students and 
workers to prove their identity and visa sta-
tus. It also means applicants can hold onto 
their passports, saving them time.”
Updating from a physical document to an 

eVisa does not affect anyone’s immigration 
status or the conditions of their permission 
to enter or stay in the UK.
E-visas are being rolled out for the main 
applicants for:
o Students, including short term study for 
11 months   
o Global Business Mobility routes (specifi-
cally, Senior or Specialist Worker, Graduate 
Trainee, UK Expansion Worker, Service 
Supplier, Secondment Worker)   
o Global Talent    
o International Sportsperson    
o Skilled Worker (including Health and 
Care)   
o Temporary Work routes (specifically, 
Charity Worker, Creative Worker, Govern-
ment Authorised Exchange, International 
Agreement, and Religious work routes)    
o Youth Mobility Scheme   
Holders can link their travel document 
(such as passport) to their UKVI account 
to facilitate straightforward international 
travel. People who have created a UKVI ac-
count will be able to use the view and prove 
service to prove their status securely with 
third parties, such as employers or land-
lords (in England).
Applicants applying as a dependant, or as 
a main applicant for visas other than study 
or work, e.g. general visitor visas, will still 
need a physical sticker visa. Anyone with 
existing, in date, physical visa stickers do 
not need to take any action.
This will eventually be rolled out to all visa 
routes meaning a more secure and stream-
lined process for all UK visa customers.

New UK eVisas for Pak 
students and workers

PM Shehbaz says

Dar meets 'iron-clad
brother' President Xi
Foreign minister also exchanges views with 

counterparts from Iran, Uzbekistan and 
Belarus on sidelines of CFM meeting

sCo leaders converge in beijing

Dna
BEIJING: Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar met Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping as he represented Pakistan at 
the joint call of the Foreign Ministers of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
Member States in Beijing on Tuesday.
“Delighted to meet earlier today with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple in Beijing. Conveyed the warm greetings 
of the leadership, government and people 
of Pakistan,” FM Dar said in a post on X.

Continued on page 06

At SCO, Pakistan 
says committed 

to ceasefire
Dna

bEIJING: pakistan has reiterated its 
commitment to maintaining the cease-
fire with India but cautioned against 
normalising the arbitrary use of force, 
weeks after the two neighbours saw 
their worst conflict in decades.
speaking at the shanghai Cooperation 
organisation (sCo) Council of Foreign 
ministers meeting in Tianjin, China, 
Dar said pakistan remained fully com-
mitted to the regional ceasefire and a 
balanced security environment. 
However, he cautioned that peace could 
not be achieved if coercion and aggres-
sion were allowed to become standard 
tools of statecraft. “Today, pakistan 
remains steadfast in its commitment 
to the ceasefire and the cultivation 
of a stable regional equilibrium,” Dar 
said. “but we cannot accept that the 

Continued on page 06

Over 50% KP 
residents not willing 
to join PTI protests

47% of respondents in Gallup 
Pakistan's survey favour CM 

Gandapur's replacement

MehtaB PirzaDa

IsLAmAbAD: Days after pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (pTI) announced a 
fresh anti-government protest move-
ment, set to peak by August 5, a sur-
vey carried out by Gallup pakistan 

Continued on page 06

Indian Opp 
asks IOJK 

governor to 
step down

news Desk

ISLAMABAD: India’s oppo-
sition parties have called for 
the governor of occupied 
Kashmir to resign with an 
apology to the people of the 
territory after he admitted to 
a “security failure” in the Pa-
halgam attack that killed 26 
people. On April 22, 26 tour-
ists were killed at a hill sta-
tion in IoK Pahalgam. India 
has blamed Pakistan for the 
horrific attack, an accusation 
the latter denies. Islamabad 
has called for an internation-
al independent probe into 
the massacre. In an inter-
view with the Times of India 
on Monday, IoK Lieutenant 
Governor and Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party leader Manoj Sinha 
said, “I take full responsibil-
ity for the incident, which 
was undoubtedly a security 
failure.” In response to the 
admission, numerous Indian 
politicians slammed him for 
negligence and for his delay 
in taking accountability and 
called for his resignation.

Jirga held 
to address 
security  
situation 
in Bajaur 
Agency

 
shaMiM shahiD

PESHAWAR: To address 
the recent wave of terror-
ism in the tribal district 
Bajaur, a high-level jirga 
was convened Tuesday at 
the Civil Secretariat.
The gathering brought to-
gether senior officials from 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government, police, and 
security forces, alongside 
political leadership from 
Bajaur, tribal elders, and 
prominent religious schol-
ars. The jirga was organ-
ized in response to a series 
of deadly terrorist attacks 
that have shaken Bajaur 
over the past two months, 
claiming numerous inno-
cent lives. Among the nota-
ble martyrs were Maulana 
Khan Zeb, Assistant Com-
missioner of Nawagai Faisal 
Ismail, Tehsildar Abdul Wa-
keel, and several personnel 
from the security forces and 
police. This jirga continues 
a longstanding tradition of 
consultation between the 

Continued on page 06
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ISLAMABAD: The Am-
bassador of Ireland to 
Pakistan, Mary O’Neill, 
along with the Deputy 
Ambassador of Ireland, 
Declan Johnston, called 
on the Hon’ble MNA/
Chairman Standing 
Committee on Finance 
and Revenue, Syed 
Naveed Qamar, today at 
the Parliament House in 
Islamabad.
The meeting focused on 
areas of mutual interest 
between Pakistan and 
Ireland, with discus-
sions centering on the 
bilateral relationship 
and ongoing efforts and 
collaborations, particu-
larly in relation to the 
establishment of the Par-
liamentary Budget Office.
Syed Naveed Qamar pre-
sented the Ambassador 
Mary O’Neill and Dep-
uty Ambassador Declan 
Johnston with traditional 
shawls as souvenirs. 

Irish envoys meet Naveed 
Qamar to strengthen ties

IsLAmAbAD: prime minister muhammad shehbaz sharif called on president Asif Ali Zardari at 
Aiwan-e- sadr.-

sindh’s Ro water 
plant exposes deep 

corruption, dysfunction
Over 2,500 RO and UF plants installed across Sindh 

to provide clean drinking water, yet 70% remain 
dysfunctional. Billions squandered in fake tenders, ghost 
installations, and political patronage while citizens thirst

 
nazir siyal

KARACHI: A massive corruption 
scandal has engulfed the Sindh gov-
ernment’s much-publicized Reverse 
Osmosis (RO) water plant initiative, 
revealing decades of misuse of funds, 
political favoritism, fake tenders, and 
abysmal performance of over 2,500 
RO and Ultra Filtration (UF) plants 
installed across the province.
Despite spending over Rs 40 billion on 
the Drinking Water Hub (DWH) Pro-
ject, the majority of RO plants lie aban-
doned, stripped for scrap, or never be-
came operational. Originally launched 
to provide clean drinking water to 
desert and drought-prone districts like 
Tharparkar, Badin, and Mirpurkhas, 
the plan included 450 RO plants in 
Tharparkar, 18 in Karachi’s District 
West, and 10 in each remaining district.
The reports showing that only 101 
out of 832 RO plants in Tharparkar 
are functional at a dismal 12% success 
rate. A Statewide Failure is countless.
According to a 2025 report by the 
Public Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHE), out of 2,529 RO and 
UF plants, only a fraction are oper-
ational, While others like the Sha-
heed Benazirabad,  445 of 1,329 
functional it’s about 33%.
In Jacobabad, 46% functionality, While 
rest including Sukkur 67%, Shikarpur: 
88%, Jamshoro: 27%, Hyderabad: 69%, 
Tharparkar: 12%, Mirpurkhas: 98% 

distinctional. Despite massive fail-
ures, the government has announced 
a fourth phase of installations and 
plans to implement a digital GPS-based 
monitoring system. However, critics 
and lawmakers argue this is “too lit-
tle, too late” in the face of the scale 
of misappropriation. Audit Exposes 
Unthinkable Mismanagement. The 
Supreme Court Water Commission, 
audit reports, and media investigations 
have exposed: Rs 434 million wasted 
on reviving the non-functional Islamkot 
mega RO plant in Tharparkar.
Plants awarded to a single political-
ly-connected firm without proper ten-
dering. Inflated unit costs (Rs 20–25 
million per plant), despite lower mar-
ket prices. Scrap machinery, lack of 
maintenance, and fake installations.
Generators procured but never used, 
and hundreds of plants simply aban-
doned. Audit records also showing 
that Rs 97.865 billion in unproduced 
documents. Rs 32.122 billion in irreg-
ular hiring. While Rs 55.408 billion in 
procurement lapses and Rs 65+ billion 
in operational inefficiencies.
The Sindh Finance Department alone 
is accused of Rs 66.556 billion in fi-
nancial irregularities. Meanwhile, 31 
inquiries by finance and agriculture 
departments, and 22 by departmental 
accounts committees, have resulted in 
delayed justice and zero accountabili-
ty. Opposition lawmakers in the Sindh 
Assembly have repeatedly raised the 
alarm over the issue. MNA Nand Ku-

mar had also criticized that billions 
spent on 1,300+ RO plants have yield-
ed no benefit to the public.
Mithi RO plant, once hailed as Asia’s 
largest, has never functioned.
The Asia’s largest capacity-wise RO 
plant at Missri Shah, Mithi, installed 
for Rs 300 million to supply 2 million 
gallons/day, was abruptly shut down 
due to unpaid salaries about a decade.
Employees of Pak Oasis, the con-
tractor for all 750 RO plants in Thar 
walked off after 4 months of non-pay-
ment. This Mithi plant, inaugurated 
by PPP co-chairman and former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari.
With a Rs 35 million operational 
budget blocked by the Sindh govern-
ment, hundreds of solar-based RO sys-
tems now lie dormant.
PAC (Public Accounts Committee) re-
viewed 1,383 audit paras in the past 
year, deferring 1,058 and recovering 
only Rs 16.22 billion, a fraction of the 
loss. In a last-ditch effort, the Sindh 
government introduced real-time 
digital dashboards for monitoring 
RO and UF plants. While GPS track-
ing and live dashboards are being 
rolled out, officials admit the revival 
of non-functional plants in low-per-
forming districts like Tharparkar 
and Jamshoro is a top priority. But 
for millions of rural Sindh’s citizens, 
who continue to walk miles for wa-
ter or rely on contaminated sources, 
these reforms come after years of 
deception, negligence, and plunder.

UET approves new 
programmes, policy reforms

LAHORE: The 237th meet-
ing of the Academic Coun-
cil of the University of En-
gineering and Technology 
(UET), Lahore, was held 
under the chairmanship of 
Vice Chancellor Dr. Syed 
Shahid Munir, during which 
several new academic pro-
grammes were approved and 
key reforms in the admission 
policies for the year 2026 
were also recommended. 
The meeting was attended 
by the deans of all faculties, 
the registrar, and academic 
and administrative heads of 
all departments.
Vice Chancellor Dr. Shahid 
Munir expressed satisfac-
tion over the addition of 
these new programmes and 
appreciated the support 
of the Academic Council 

members. He emphasised 
that these initiatives are 
essential to harmonise the 
university’s curriculum with 
contemporary industrial 
needs and global academic 
developments. “These pro-
grammes will equip students 
with specialised knowledge 
and practical skills, enabling 
them to better navigate 
emerging career opportuni-
ties,” he said.Among the ma-
jor approvals, BSc Software 
Engineering was approved 
based on recommendations 
from the Board of Faculty of 
Electrical Engineering, BSc 
Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management was introduced 
on the recommendation of 
the Board of Faculty of Civil 
Engineering, BSc Industrial 
Chemistry was approved as 

per the recommendation of 
the Board of Faculty of Nat-
ural Sciences, Humanities, 
and Islamic Studies, BSc 
Remote Sensing and GIS 
was sanctioned following rec-
ommendations by the Board 
of Faculty of Earth Sciences 
and Engineering.
The council also approved 
the establishment of a 
Center of Excellence, which 
will offer short-term courses 
of six-month duration at UET 
Lahore, designed to provide 
practical and industry-relevant 
training.\ Additionally, the 
council also passed several 
amendments to university pol-
icies, including revisions in fee 
refund, merit criteria, admis-
sion policy for international 
students, and scholarship 
schemes.—APP

Arora assures to address Christian 
community  social concerns

LAHORE) :Punjab Min-
ister for Minorities Af-
fairs Sardar Ramesh 
Singh Arora met with rep-
resentatives of the local 
Christian community at 
his office on Tuesday to 
discuss a range of issues 
affecting the community. 
The meeting focused on 
social, civic, educational, 
and day-to-day challenges 
faced by Christian citizens 
in various localities. The 
minister gave a patient 
hearing to the concerns 
raised by community 
members and issued on-
the-spot directives to the 
relevant departments for 
immediate resolution of 
certain complaints. He 
assured the delegation 
that the problems faced 

by minority communities 
are being taken seriously 
and would be resolved on 
a priority basis, adding 
that negligence by officials 
in this regard will not be 
tolerated.Talking on the 
occasion, Sardar Ramesh 
Singh Arora said that un-
der the leadership of Chief 
Minister Punjab Maryam 
Nawaz, the provincial 
government is taking con-
crete steps to protect the 
rights and enhance the 
welfare of minority com-
munities. He said that the 
Chief Minister has given 
clear directions to ensure 
equal opportunities for 
all citizens, regardless of 
religion, and to promote 
the inclusive socio-eco-
nomic development of 

Punjab. The minister also 
highlighted that the De-
partment of Minorities 
Affairs is not only engaged 
in formulating policies 
for the uplift of minority 
communities but is also 
implementing practical in-
itiatives. These include edu-
cational scholarships, employ-
ment quotas, renovation and 
maintenance of worship plac-
es, and a variety of other wel-
fare and empowerment pro-
grams. The representatives 
of the Christian community 
expressed their gratitude to 
the Provincial Minister for his 
commitment and swift action 
on their concerns. They laud-
ed his continued engagement 
and dedication to addressing 
community issues with sin-
cerity and resolve. —APP

CDA’s auction generates record  
Rs. 17.14b on first day

ISLAMABAD|: Capital Development Authority (CDA) raised a record Rs. 17.14 billion on the first day of its three-day 
open auction of commercial plots at the Jinnah Convention Centre on Tuesday. Chairman CDA and Chief Commissioner 
Islamabad, Muhammad Ali Randhawa, personally oversaw the auction proceedings, ensuring transparency and fairness. 
The auction, which runs from July 15 to 17, marks a significant milestone for the authority, with six high-value plots sold 
on the opening day alone. The standout sale of the day was Plot No. 13 in Blue Area (G-8), which fetched approximately 
Rs. 7.24 billion. Plot No. 14 in the same area was auctioned for Rs. 4.16 billion, while Plot No. 12 garnered Rs. 3.60 billion. 
In Sector I-14, Plot No. 3-A was sold for nearly Rs. 749 million, Plot No. 3B for Rs. 709 million, and Plot No. 10A for Rs. 
669 million. CDA officials noted that the total revenue generated on the first day exceeded the reserve prices by 33%—a 
clear sign of market enthusiasm. The auction was closely monitored by senior CDA officials, including Member Estate 
Talat Mahmood, Member Finance Tahir Naeem, Member Engineering Syed Nafasat Raza, and Member Planning Dr. 
Khalid Hafiz. A special committee led by Member Finance and comprising the DG Resource, DG Building Control, DG 
Law, and others was also formed to ensure transparency. “This is a historic achievement,” said CDA Chairman Randhawa 
while addressing participants. “The strong participation of investors shows the trust they place in CDA’s policies. We have 
worked day and night to bring Islamabad to this point, and we are just getting started.” Randhawa emphasized that all 
auction activities followed strict merit-based procedures, with a strong focus on public interest. “Every rupee raised 
through this auction will go back into the city—for development, beautification, and better public services,” 
he said. CDA has introduced several incentives to encourage greater investment. Buyers making lump-sum 
payments within one month will receive a 5% rebate, with an additional 5% rebate offered for payments made 
in US Dollars. To support investors, CDA organized an Investment Expo alongside the auction, where various 
departments—including Environment, Planning & Resource, MCI, and sports & Culture—set up information 
booths. A dedicated facilitation team was also deployed to assist investors throughout the process.—DNA

Call for flood 
preparedness 

at Seminar 
KARACHI: Floods and nat-
ural disasters cannot be 
completely prevented, but 
better preparedness and 
governance can signifi-
cantly reduce their impact, 
said Engr Ehsan Leghari, 
Sindh’s representative in 
the Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA), at a seminar 
held here on Tuesday.
Speaking at the event 
organized by Metameta 
Research Netherlands in 
collaboration with the Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) 
Sindh, Leghari stressed the 
importance of learning to 
live with floods. “Floods are 
not just a result of climate 
change but also reflect the 
gaps in infrastructure, plan-
ning, and governance,” he 
remarked.
The seminar, held at a local 
hotel in Karachi, focused on 
lessons learned from the 
devastating 2022 floods and 
strategies to mitigate future 
disasters.
Leghari pointed to multi-
ple contributing factors be-
hind the floods, including 
incomplete drainage pro-
jects such as the Left Bank 
Outfall Drain (LBOD) and 
Right Bank Outfall Drain 
(RBOD), weak barrage em-
bankments, and rampant 
encroachments along canal 
banks. “The 2010 and 2022 
floods exposed our vulner-
abilities. Now is the time 
to devise a comprehensive 
preparedness strategy to 
minimize future losses,” he 
said.—APP

General Practice 
HOSP ITAL

Pakland Tower 2, New Blue Area, Islamabad www.generalpractice.com.pk generalpracticeislamabad +92 51 6160 474 | +92 51 6161 474

+92 33 47 47 47 01FOR APPOINTMENT

We AreOPEN

We know that seeking medical care can be overwhelming, but you’re not alone. With empathy at the heart of
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feel safe, valued, and truly cared for. Book your appointment today and experience healthcare with compassion.
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only 550 selected 
applicants for 

Hajj support staff
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith 
Harmony Sardar Muham-
mad Yousaf on Tuesday 
said that out of a total of 
38,297 applicants who ap-
plied through the National 
Testing Service (NTS), 
only 550 individuals were 
selected to serve during 
the annual pilgrimage. In 
response to a query re-
garding the recruitment 
process for Moavineen-
e-Hujjaj (Hajj Assistants) 
for the year 2024, in the 
upper house, the minister 
said that the applicants 
included candidates from 
across the country and 

various government de-
partments.
According to official fig-
ures, the 6,333 applicants 
applied for supervisory 
positions and field sup-
porting staff roles. Of 
these, only 50 individuals 
were selected for supervi-
sory roles while 500 were 
appointed as field support-
ing staff, bringing the final 
selection tally to 550.
The minister clarified 
that the entire selection 
process was conducted 
through NTS, ensuring 
merit-based shortlisting.
Responding to concerns 
raised during the session, 
Sardar Yousaf acknowl-

edged that although the 
specific complaint men-
tioned in the question was 
not included in the original 
query, any reported irreg-
ularities or shortcomings 
following the process 
would be addressed. He 
further assured that as 
the government formu-
lates a new Hajj policy, 
measures will be taken 
to rectify any flaws in the 
previous selection pro-
cess. “We welcome feed-
back and will incorporate 
necessary improvements 
in the upcoming policy to 
ensure better transpar-
ency and inclusivity,” he 
stated.—APP

Punjab, Egypt 
to collaborate 
on food safety
LAHORE: A high-level dele-
gation led by Punjab’s Min-
ister for Agriculture, Syed 
Ashiq Hussain Kirmani, vis-
ited the headquarters of the 
National Food Safety Author-
ity (NFSA) in Egypt, where 
both sides held detailed dis-
cussions on mutual interests, 
including food protection and 
food safety. The delegation 
included Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Agriculture Usa-
ma Khan Leghari, Secretary 
Agriculture Punjab Iftikhar 
Ali Sahoo, Directors Gen-
eral Agriculture Ch. Abdul 
Hameed and Naveed Asmat 
Kahloon, progressive farmer 
Hassan Raza, and other key 
officials. The delegation was 
warmly received by Chair-
man of Egypt’s NFSA, Tarek 
El-Houby. Minister Kirmani 
briefed the Egyptian officials 
on the measures taken by 
Punjab government regard-
ing food safety and also ap-
preciated Egypt’s success-
ful model. Both parties 
agreed to promote bilat-
eral cooperation in the 
field of food safety and ex-
pressed willingness for fu-
ture collaboration through 
exchange of experiences, 
joint planning and long-
term partnership. The 
minister remarked that, 
just like food security, 
food safety is equally im-
portant, as healthy food 
is essential for a healthy 
life. He added that the 
government of Punjab 
is fully committed to 
establishing a distinct 
status for the province 
in terms of food safety 
and is utilising all possi-
ble resources to achieve 
the goal.—APP



PTI’s Aug 
5 call will 
damage 
Kashmir 

cause: Ikhtiar 
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter’s Coordinator for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting on Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) Affairs, 
Ikhtiar Wali Khan, on Tues-
day strongly criticized Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
over its decision to stage 
political activities on August 
5, calling it a damage to the 
Kashmir cause and also a 
move that aligned with In-
dia’s narrative. Addressing a 
press conference at the PTV 
Headquarters, Wali said, “Au-
gust 5 is a black day when, in 
2019, India revoked the spe-
cial status of Indian-occupied 
Kashmir and intensified its 
oppression of the Kashmiri 
people.” “Selecting this day 
for political activities is tanta-
mount to inflaming the pain 
of Kashmiris,” he added.
He further alleged that PTI 
founder Imran Khan’s deci-
sion to politicize this date 
was intended to amplify 
India’s propaganda. “This 
is not a political movement; 
it’s a tactic of national be-
trayal. On this day, when 
the entire nation stands 
with Kashmir, they will 
show their support to the 
enemy,” he stated. “It’s un-
fortunate that Imran Khan’s 
statements seem more in 
line with New Delhi’s nar-
rative than Pakistan’s,” he 
added. Wali asserted that 
the party’s politics were 
confined to the boundaries 
of Bani Gala, lacking any vi-
sion for public service. Cit-
ing the latest Gallup survey, 
he revealed that the prov-
ince has the highest corrup-
tion levels in the country. 
“Jobs are being sold in KP 
and public development 
funds are vanishing into 
corruption,” he said.—APP

British 
Council 

launches free 
online moot 
for teachers

ISLAMABAD: The British 
Council has announced a 
free three-day online profes-
sional development confer-
ence for English language 
teachers across South Asia, 
set to take place from 17 
to 19 July 2025. The South 
Asia TeachingEnglish 
Online Conference 2025 
invites primary and sec-
ondary school educators 
to engage in a rich and 
dynamic learning experi-
ence focused on current 
trends and future direc-
tions in English language 
teaching.Centred around 
the theme “Supporting 
Teachers’ Professional De-
velopment,” the event will 
feature nine expert-led 
sessions, including three 
panel discussions. The 
sessions are designed to 
equip teachers with prac-
tical strategies and deep-
er understanding of three 
core themes: inclusive 
education, integration of 
21st-century skills, and 
the transformative use 
of digital technology and 
artificial intelligence in 
English classrooms. The 
conference opens with a 
focus on inclusive prac-
tices, guiding teachers on 
how to create classrooms 
where every learner—re-
gardless of background 
or ability—feels supported 
and valued. —APP

Ambassador of Egypt meets 
FpCCI president Atif Ikram 

During the meeting, President FPCCI emphasized the urgent need to reduce high tariffs on Pakistani 
products entering the Egyptian market, calling it a major barrier to trade growth. He also highlighted 

the importance of establishing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between Pakistan and Egypt, terming it 
vital for unlocking the full potential of economic cooperation

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  The Ambassador 
of Egypt to Pakistan, Dr. Ihab 
Mohamed Abdelhamid, called on 
the President of the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI), Atif Ikram 
Sheikh, to discuss matters of mu-
tual interest, with a key focus on 

enhancing bilateral trade between 
the two brotherly nations.
During the meeting, President 
FPCCI emphasized the urgent 
need to reduce high tariffs on 
Pakistani products entering the 
Egyptian market, calling it a ma-
jor barrier to trade growth. He 
also highlighted the importance 
of establishing a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) between Paki-

stan and Egypt, terming it vital 
for unlocking the full potential of 
economic cooperation.
Expressing concern over the de-
cline in trade volume between 
the two countries in recent years, 
Atif Ikram Sheikh urged swift and 
practical steps to revive trade 
momentum. He underlined that 
there exists vast potential for ex-
panding bilateral trade and called 

for the exchange of business del-
egations to explore new avenues 
for commerce.
The Egyptian envoy, Dr. Ihab, 
briefed the FPCCI President on 
the investment and trade oppor-
tunities available for Pakistani en-
trepreneurs in Egypt. He reiterat-
ed his country’s commitment to 
strengthening ties with Pakistan 
and expressed readiness to boost 

cooperation in multiple sectors.
“Egypt places high importance on 
its relationship with Pakistan and 
is determined to enhance mutual 
trade in diverse fields,” said Am-
bassador Ihab. The meeting con-
cluded with both sides agreeing to 
maintain close collaboration to re-
alize the untapped trade potential 
and to foster long-term economic 
partnership.

ISLAMABAD: On the occa-
sion of World Youth Skills 
Day, the National Vocation-
al and Technical Training 
Commission (NAVTTC) or-
ganized a vibrant and inspir-
ing National Skill Competi-
tion at the NAVTTC Centre 
of Excellence here on Tues-
day, showcasing the excep-
tional talents and technical 
prowess of Pakistani youth. 
The event brought together 
skilled youth from across 
the country. Competitors 
participated to demon-
strate their capabilities in 
sectors like hospitality, me-
chanical, textile, construc-
tion, services and informa-
tion technology, reflecting 
NAVTTC’s commitment 
to aligning skills training 
with international stand-
ards and market demands, 
said a press release. The 

event was graced by Honor-
able chief guest Dr. Khalid 
Maqbool Siddiqui, Federal 
Minister for Education and 
Professional Training, Sajid 
Khokhar, Chairman Punjab 
TEVTA, Farah Naz, Par-
liamentary Secretory and 
Mr. Rana Mashhood Ah-
mad Khan, Chairman of the 
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme. Their presence un-
derscored the government’s 
strong focus on skill edu-
cation, as both dignitaries 
emphasized the critical role 
of technical and vocational 
skills in driving national de-
velopment. Dr. Khalid Maq-
bool Siddiqui applauded the 
Executive Director of NAVT-
TC for his leadership and 
commended the initiative 
of bringing all stakeholders 
under one roof. He stated, 
“Pakistan is the name of de-

termination and passion.” 
He reflected on the purpose 
of religion being the pursuit 
of knowledge and truth. 
“Your competition is not with 
one another, but with the 
rest of the world,” he said, 
urging that we must enhance 
our expertise further in the 
fields of technology and skills 
to compete on a global lev-
el. Rana Mashhood Ahmad 
Khan said, “I am grateful to 
the Federal Minister and ap-
preciate that NAVTTC and 
its affiliated institutions are 
working tirelessly, day and 
night. Pakistan is currently in 
a phase where positive news 
is coming from all around the 
world. Our global image is im-
proving, and many countries 
are now eager to collaborate 
with us. We have already 
proven our strength in the 
field of technology.—APP

NAVTTC hosts National 
skill Competition 
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D-Chowk sees high 
turnout in emission 

testing drive
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Transport Authority (ITA) has expanded its vehicle emis-
sion testing initiative across the federal capital, urging citizens to ensure their cars meet 
environmental standards. The campaign aims to reduce harmful emissions and improve 
air quality by enforcing mandatory inspections and maintenance. According to the spokes-
man of ICT administration here, the Islamabad Transport Authority is actively conducting 
vehicle inspections under its Vehicle Emission Testing System. A dedicated inspection 
camp was recently set up at D-Chowk, where a large number of citizens brought their 
vehicles for testing. According to ITA Chairman Irfan Memon, the inspection drive began 
with vehicles belonging to government departments. In the next phase, the initiative was 
extended to include private vehicles owned by citizens. He noted that participation from 
the public has been encouraging, with many residents acknowledging the importance of 
checking vehicle emissions to protect the environment. Vehicles that pass the emis-
sion test at the camp are issued clearance stickers. These stickers indicate that the 
vehicle meets the required environmental standards. Irfan Memon emphasized that 
this step is necessary to control pollution levels in the city, and it is being executed 
with the help of advanced machinery. “The inspection process is not limited to one area. 
We plan to expand it throughout the city using modern equipment,” Irfan Memon stated. 
He urged all vehicle owners to voluntarily present their cars for inspection. He further 
warned that vehicles failing the inspection or not maintained properly after testing will face 
strict action. The ITA will conduct joint operations with Islamabad Traffic Police to take action 
against vehicles without clearance stickers. “This is a collective effort to improve the city’s air 
quality and ensure that only compliant vehicles remain on the roads,” Irfan Memon added.  —APP
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IsLAmAbAD: prime minister muhammad shehbaz sharif chairs a meeting to review progress on the establishment of Daanish university 
 and Daanish schools in all provinces including Gilgit baltistan and Azad Jammu and kashmir. 

World Youth Skills Day 
marked with ‘Pakistan Youth 

Development Dialogue’
 

Dna

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Youth Devel-
opment Dialogue 2025 marked an inspiring 
celebration of World Youth Skills Day, bring-
ing together a powerful mix of policymakers, 
corporate executives, nonprofit leaders, and 
youth advocates. The core message of the 
conference centered on empowering young 
people through digital skills, inclusive educa-
tion, and climate leadership to help shape a 
resilient and sustainable future for Pakistan. 
The conference was organized by Develop-
ment Communications Network (Devcom-Pa-
kistan) on Tuesday at a local hotel.
A key highlight of the event was the offi-
cial launch of the Pakistan Youth Devel-
opment Network under the leadership 
of Munir Ahmed, Executive Director 
Devcom-Pakistan. With over three dec-
ades of pioneering work in development 
communication, climate advocacy, and 
youth empowerment, Munir Ahmed em-
phasized the need for cohesive and inclu-
sive national platforms to connect young 
people with skills development opportuni-
ties and policy-level engagement.
Federal Minister for Board of Investment, 
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, in his keynote ad-
dress as the chief guest, emphasized the 
government’s commitment to creating 
an enabling environment for youth to 
thrive as contributors to national growth. 
He said that youth are the most valuable 
asset of Pakistan, and investing in their 
skills and entrepreneurship is the only 
path toward sustainable economic devel-
opment. “Today’s rapidly evolving global 
economy demands a workforce that is 

adaptable, tech-savvy, and innovative. We 
need to align our national policies with 
this reality and ensure that our young 
population is not left behind,” he noted.
Mr. Sheikh further highlighted the im-
portance of public-private partnerships 
in building a strong foundation for youth 
empowerment. He appreciated initiatives 
like the Pakistan Youth Development Di-
alogue and the newly launched Pakistan 
Youth Development Network for offering 
a strategic platform where government, 
corporate, and civil society stakeholders 
can come together for collective action.
Founder of the Pakistan Youth Develop-
ment Network and Executive Director of 
Devcom-Pakistan, Munir Ahmed, in his 
address, underscored the urgent need for 
a unified and inclusive approach to youth 
development in Pakistan. He stated that 
while the youth make up over 60 percent of 
the country’s population, they often remain 
disconnected from policy processes and 
development planning. “We cannot afford 
to let this demographic dividend turn into 
a liability. The Pakistan Youth Development 
Network is a step toward creating a nation-
wide platform that links young people to 
skills development, policy engagement, and 
leadership opportunities,” he said.
Munir Ahmed also emphasized the im-
portance of equipping youth with digi-
tal, entrepreneurial, and climate resil-
ience skills to meet the challenges of 
the 21st century. He called on govern-
ment institutions, the corporate sector, 
and development organizations to work 
collaboratively in empowering youth 
from all backgrounds, including margin-
alized and remote communities. 

ANF recovers over 
186 kg drugs 

 in 7 operations
ISLAMABAD: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting 7 operations 
across the country against 
drug traffickers managed 
to recover over 186 kg 
drugs worth more than Rs 
72.8 million and arrested 
6 accused. According to an 

ANF Headquarters spokes-
person, in an operation at 
Jinnah International Air-
port, Karachi, 4.3 kg ice 
was recovered from a par-
cel booked for Australia. In 
another operation, ANF re-
covered 380 grams Ice from 
a parcel at a courier office 

in Lahore. The spokesper-
son further informed that 
in an operation at Faizabad 
Bus Terminal, Islamabad, 
23 kg ice & 1000 grams sus-
picious material were recov-
ered from the possession of 
an accused. ANF Peshawar 
conducted a raid near Ring 
Road, Peshawar and recov-
ered 19.2 kg hashish from 
the possession of two sus-
pects rounded up during 
the operation. In 5th opera-
tion near Ring Road, Pesha-
war, 5 kg heroin was recov-
ered from the possession of 
two motorcyclists.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Turkiye to Pakistan, 
Dr. Irfan Neziroglu on 
Tuesday said the Turk-
ish nation’s unwavering 
resistance to the failed 
coup attempt of July 15, 
2016, continues to stand 
as a beacon of democratic 
strength and unity.
Addressing a solemn cer-
emony held here to mark 
Turkiye’s Democracy and 
National Unity Day, the 
ambassador said, “July 
15 was a night that be-
gan in darkness but end-
ed in the dawn of unity, 
resistance, and the un-
shakable resolve of the 
Turkish people. Citizens 
of all backgrounds - men, 

women, the elderly, and 
youth - took to the streets 
armed only with courage 
and conviction.” In a gath-

ering attended by Federal 
Minister for Communica-
tions Abdul Aleem Khan, 
Additional Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs Syed Ali 
Asad Gilani, and TRNC 
Ambassador Dilsad Senol, 

Ambassador Neziroglu 
recalled the harrowing 
night when Turkish citi-
zens stood against tanks 
and bullets to defend 
their constitution, par-
liament, and democratic 
institutions. Recalling 
his own experience as 
the then-Secretary Gen-
eral of the Turkish Par-
liament, Ambassador 
Neziroglu revealed, “We 
were in session when the 
parliament was bombed. 
Allah saved us.”
The coup attempt, or-
chestrated by the Fet-
ullah Terrorist Organi-
zation (FETO), claimed 
253 lives and left over 
2,000 wounded. “Their 
sacrifice is a sacred leg-
acy that binds us togeth-
er, wherever we may be 

in the world,” he added. 
He warned that FETO re-
mains a sophisticated and 
insidious global threat, 
cloaked in civil society, 
education, and religion, 
yet driven by ulterior 
motives. “It is a cult-like, 
transnational criminal 
network - rarely seen in 
history - which continues 
to pose security risks not 
only to Turkiye but to any 
country it infiltrates.”
Ambassador Neziroglu 
expressed Turkiye’s un-
wavering commitment 
to eliminating FETO’s 
influence globally. Refer-
ring to the death of the 
group’s US-based ring-
leader last October, he 
stated, “His death with-
out facing justice will not 
weaken our resolve.”

Turkish embassy marks July 15 as 
testament to democratic resolve

briefs
Commerce 

minister 
meets to UK 

official
ISLAMABAD: On Tuesday, 
Federal Minister for Com-
merce, Mr. Jam Kamal Khan 
met with Mohammad Yasin 
MP, UK Prime Minister’s 
Trade Envoy to Pakistan, at 
the House of Commons to-
day.  High Commissioner Dr. 
Mohammad Faisal was also 
present. The Minister con-
gratulated Muhammad Yasin 
on his appointment and ap-
preciated his recent success-
ful visit to Pakistan in June 
2025, which laid the ground-
work for stronger economic 
cooperation, said a release 
issued here on Tuesday.
Both sides acknowledged 
the importance of leveraging 
longstanding ties to deepen 
trade and investment rela-
tions between Pakistan and 
the UK. The discussions 
highlighted the launch of 
the UK–Pakistan Trade and 
Investment Dialogue as a 
milestone in institutional-
izing bilateral economic 
engagement. The Minister 
underscored the Dialogue’s 
role in resolving market ac-
cess challenges, facilitating 
investments, and boosting 
trade volumes under the 
UK’s Developing Countries 
Trading Scheme (DCTS). 
The meeting emphasized the 
strategic role of the Pakistani 
diaspora in the UK in pro-
moting business linkages and 
innovation.  The Minister 
welcomed the establishment 
of the UK–Pakistan Business 
Advisory Council (UKPBAC) 
and encouraged coordinated 
outreach between diaspora 
entrepreneurs and chambers 
of commerce. Opportunities 
for collaboration were also 
identified in high-impact 
sectors such as renewable 
energy, ICT, agriculture, and 
higher education. Both sides 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to building parliamentary 
linkages and exploring peri-
odic exchanges to strengthen 
political and economic ties. 
This engagement reinforces 
Pakistan’s commitment to 
forging mutually beneficial 
trade partnerships with the 
UK, setting the stage for in-
clusive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth.—APP

IST launches 
green campus 

plantation 
drive 

9ISLAMABAD: In a heartfelt 
initiative aimed at fostering 
environmental stewardship 
and promoting sustainable 
practices, the Institute of 
Space Technology (IST) 
inaugurated its Green Cam-
pus Plantation Drive today. 
The campaign was formally 
launched by Vice Chancellor 
Dr. Syed Najeeb Ahmad, who 
led the plantation ceremony 
alongside faculty members, 
administrative staff, and en-
thusiastic students.
The event took place on 
IST’s lush campus grounds, 
where participants planted 
dozens of saplings, symbol-
izing a collective step toward 
a cleaner, greener, and more 
climate-resilient future.
The Vice Chancellor em-
phasized the importance of 
integrating eco-conscious 
actions into the university’s 
academic and operational 
framework, stating that “the 
responsibility to combat 
climate change and environ-
mental degradation lies with 
each of us-and universities 
must lead by example.”
Highlighting the drive’s 
long-term goals, Dr. Najeeb 
Ahmad said the initiative is 
not just a one-time event but 
part of IST’s broader vision 
to become a sustainable and 
environmentally responsible 
academic institution.—APP

IRSA releases 
294,200 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Tuesday released 294,200 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
334,400 cusecs.  According 
to the data released by IRSA, 
the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1528.00 
feet which was 126.00 feet 
higher than the dead level 
of 1402.00 feet. Water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 219,300 cusecs 
and 193,000 cusecs, respec-
tively.  The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1185.35 feet, which was 
135.35 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. 
The inflow and outflow of 
water was recorded 23,100 
cusecs and 9,200 cusecs, 
respectively. —APP

Kundi  
highlights need 

for political 
cooperation 

ISLAMABAD: Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal 
Kareem Kundi on Tuesday 
emphasized the need of 
political unity and cooper-
ation among all parties for 
the smooth functioning of 
democratic processes in 
the province.  Talking to a 
private news channel, he 
expressed hope that oppo-
sition parties would work 
together constructively in 
the upcoming elections. 
He pointed out the impor-
tance of ensuring fair rep-
resentation and discour-
aging practices like horse 
trading, citing past exam-
ples of consensus-based 
seat sharing. .—APP

Pakistan moving 
forward 

ISLAMABAD: State Minis-
ter for Religious Affairs and 
Interfaith Harmony Kheal 
Das Kohistani said on Tues-
day that Pakistan is making 
progress under the current 
leadership, with a strong 
focus on governance and 
public service.  Talking to 
a private news channel, he 
praised the ongoing devel-
opment efforts in Punjab 
and at the federal level, 
highlighting improvements 
in the economy and public 
confidence. Kohistani stat-
ed that the government is 
committed to maintaining 
law and order and will re-
spond firmly to any actions 
that disrupt public life.  He 
emphasized that Pakistan’s 
international image has 
improved and the country 
is on the path of stabili-
ty.  He also reiterated that 
the government’s priority 
is to serve the people and 
address their everyday chal-
lenges.—APP

poDA and Family Health Clinic, 
murree mark World population Day 

DNA

MURREE: In connection with 
World Population Day, Potohar 
Organization for Development 
Advocacy (PODA), in collabo-
ration with the Family Health 
Clinic, THQ Murree, organized a 
workshop emphasizing the urgent 
need to end child marriage in or-
der to empower youth to make 
informed decisions about their 
future, including when to start 
a family and how to determine 
family size. A significant num-
ber of Lady Health Supervisors, 
THQ staff, and Lady Health Work-
ers affiliated with various Basic 
Health Units across the district 
attended the workshop. The ses-
sion stressed the importance of 
empowering both girls and boys 
through access to education and 
opportunities for meaningful em-
ployment. World Population Day 
is observed annually on 11 July 
to raise awareness about popula-
tion-related issues. The workshop 
was part of the 3-Year project “Re-
duce Early Marriages to Enhance 
Gender Equality,” supported by 
the Royal Norwegian Embassy in 
Islamabad. PODA is implement-
ing this project in 41 districts of 
Punjab. 
Representing PODA, Nabeela 
Aslam emphasized the need to 
advocate for a uniform minimum 
legal age of marriage for girls 
across the country, similar to the 
recent legal reform implemented 
in the Islamabad Capital Territo-
ry She explained that raising the 

legal age helps ensure girls can 
complete their education and 
acquire skills for a dignified life. 
She highlighted the contradiction 
that, while women are central to 
bringing future generations into 
the world, they are frequently 
denied access to accurate infor-
mation and essential services re-
lated to their sexual and reproduc-
tive health. She also stressed the 
importance of better menstrual 
hygiene management, hydration, 
and personal cleanliness during 
menstruation to prevent serious 

health issues such as urinary tract 
infections. During the workshop, 
it was found that the haemoglo-
bin levels of participants varied 
significantly—eight to ten had 
levels below 9, around ten had 
levels above 10, and a few had 
levels above 12. These findings 
highlighted and emphasized the 
need for participants to prioritize 
their own health. The participants 
discussed how many women and 
girls lack access to the knowledge 
and resources needed to protect 
their reproductive health, includ-

ing basic menstrual hygiene. In 
some cases, girls stop drinking 
water during school or work 
hours to avoid using unhygienic 
toilets, leading to dehydration and 
an increased risk of urinary tract 
infections. If left untreated, these 
infections can result in serious 
health complications. Dr. Maryam 
Ali, Incharge of the Family Health 
Clinic, Murree highlighted the im-
portance of equipping the young-
er generation with knowledge, 
resources, and opportunities to 
lead informed and practical lives. 

She noted that girls who marry 
early face higher risks of early 
pregnancies, complications such 
as obstetric fistulas, and elevated 
maternal and neonatal mortality. 
The participants collectively ex-
pressed the view that Pakistan 
can only achieve sustainable 
progress through an empowered 
younger generation. However, 
they noted with concern that 
access to essential services and 
opportunities is rapidly shrink-
ing due to the country’s high 
population growth rate. 

Gwadar scholar wins award 
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Aidah Baloch, 
a promising PhD scholar 
from Gwadar who is current-
ly studying at the Ocean Uni-
versity of China, brought lau-
rels to Pakistan by winning 
the Outstanding Oral Pres-
entation Award at the 2025 
Summer School on Climate 
Change and Ocean Health 
held at Xiamen University. 
Competitive sessions at the 
event saw young researchers 
present innovative work on 
blue carbon sequestration, 
bioaccumulation of pollut-
ants and environmental DNA 
technology. A total of 11 out-
standing poster awards and 
9 oral presentation awards 
were given to encourage stu-
dents to pursue excellence 
in scientific research. Her 
winning presentation, titled 
“Assessment of the Fish 
Stock Status of the Spangled 
Emperor (Lethrinus nebu-

losus) Along the Coast of 
Balochistan, Pakistan”, stood 
out among nearly 70 partici-
pants from top universities 
and research institutions 
across the mainland, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan of China. 
“This award is a dream come 
true and reflects the excep-
tional research environment 
China provides for interna-
tional students,” Aidah told 
Gwadar Pro elatedly. “As a 
Pakistani scholar studying 
marine sciences in China, 
I’ve had access to world-class 
facilities and mentorship 
that have transformed my 
research capabilities. 
This summer school at 
Xiamen University has par-
ticularly enhanced my un-
derstanding of cutting-edge 
approaches to marine con-
servation.” The intensive 
10-day program features 
lectures and workshops 
by leading experts on five 
key themes: global climate 
change, marine ecotoxicol-

ogy, ocean health and sus-
tainability, environmentally 
innovative technologies and 
air-sea interactions.   Partic-
ipants also gained hands-on 
experience during a field 
trip to the Taiwan Straits 
Marine Ecosystem Nation-
al Observation Station in 
Fujian, where they studied 
mangrove ecosystems and 
marine observation tech-
niques. “My research on 
the Spangled Emperor fish 
stocks is particularly rele-
vant for Balochistan’s coast-
al communities who depend 
on these fisheries,” Aidah 
explained.   “The method-
ologies I’ve learned in Chi-
na, especially in ecosystem 
monitoring and sustainable 
resource management, will 
be invaluable when I return 
to Pakistan.  The summer 
school’s focus on practical 
solutions to ocean health 
challenges has given me 
new perspectives to apply 
in my home region.”

musadik reaffirms pak 
commitment to inclusive 

carbon markets
“By investing in our readiness today, we are 

creating opportunities for sustainable economic 
growth, climate resilience, and global cooperation 

tomorrow,” he said
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, 
Dr. Musadik Malik, has reiterated Pakistan’s firm commitment to developing a trans-
parent, inclusive, and future-ready carbon market aligned with the global climate agen-
da. Speaking during a high-level meeting with the delegation of SPAR6C (Supporting 
Preparedness for Article 6 Cooperation), on Tuesday, Dr. Malik said that Pakistan is 
determined to strengthen its institutional and technical readiness to participate effec-
tively in international carbon markets under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. “Paki-
stan is fully committed to building a carbon market that is not only environmentally 
sound but also economically empowering,” the minister said. “We believe transparen-
cy, credibility, and inclusivity must be at the heart of this system — and we are taking 
the necessary steps to ensure this.” He emphasized the importance of aligning 
national efforts with global best practices and deepening partnerships with both 
international collaborators and the domestic private sector. The collaboration 
with SPAR6C is a valuable opportunity to learn, adapt, and implement mecha-
nisms that work for our economy, our climate goals, and our people,” Dr. Malik 
noted. The Minister also highlighted the critical role of youth and academia in 
shaping Pakistan’s carbon market future, particularly through the SPAR6C-spon-
sored student research program.  “The expertise of our young professionals must 
be channeled into real-world solutions. This is not just a technical agenda—it’s a 
development opportunity.” Dr. Malik’s remarks come at a time when Pakistan is 
intensifying efforts to access global climate finance, scale up low-carbon projects, 
and attract investment through international emissions trading systems. “By in-
vesting in our readiness today, we are creating opportunities for sustainable eco-
nomic growth, climate resilience, and global cooperation tomorrow,” he said.—DNA

inDrive launches 
Premium Rides 

ISLAMABAD: inDrive, the country’s largest mobility 
platform, has launched Premium-category Rides in 
major cities across Pakistan, offering passengers 
top-rated drivers and newer vehicles. The move 
signals the company’s push to capture a growing 
market segment seeking high-end travel options. 
Now available in Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad, 
inDrive Premium promises a higher standard of 
service, featuring newer-model sedans and drivers 
with ratings of 4.8 or higher. Each vehicle enrolled 
in the Premium category undergoes additional in-
spections beyond the standard approval process to 
ensure a consistently smooth and safe ride. “inDrive 
is founded on the belief that everyone deserves the 
freedom to choose how they move, work, and earn. 
This principle guides every aspect of our platform,” 
said Awais Saeed, Country Head of inDrive Paki-
stan. “With inDrive Premium, we are elevating the 
standard for travel while maintaining our commit-
ment to fairness and freedom.” The launch comes as 
Pakistan’s urban centres witness rising demand for 
flexible mobility options that don’t compromise on 
safety or service quality. Saeed added that inDrive 
sees the premium segment as a natural evolution 
for a platform built on fairness, trust, and user em-
powerment. While inDrive Premium caters to high-
er-end needs, the company emphasised that the core 
offering of f lexibility in pricing remains unchanged. 
Passengers can negotiate their price and book pre-
mium vehicles on demand. This makes the catego-
ry ideal for busy professionals, families, or anyone 
seeking extra comfort and convenience.—DNA
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SYSU signs 
MoU to 

undertake 
Coastal Belt 

Research 
Program

ISLAMABAD: In a major 
step to strengthen aca-
demic ties and promote 
collaborative research, 
the University of Gwadar 
(UG) and the School of 
International Relations 
at Sun Yat-sen Universi-
ty (SYSU), China, have 
signed an MoU to advance 
joint research and academ-
ic exchange, with a special 
focus on Area Studies and 
the Coastal Belt Research 
Program. The MoU, signed 
recently in Zhuhai Chi-
na, underscores a shared 
commitment to academ-
ic cooperation based on 
equality, mutual respect, 
and shared goals, Gwadar 
Pro reported on Tuesday. 
The agreement outlines 
collaboration in research, 
talent development, joint 
symposia, and knowledge 
sharing between the two 
institutions.—APP
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The bitter truth about 
Pakistan’s sugar crisis

SAARC needs to 
be revitalized

P AKISTAN is an agricultural country with vast fertile lands, a favora-
ble climate, and a hardworking farming community. Yet, it is a national 

shame that despite being capable of producing enough sugar to meet do-
mestic demand, the country repeatedly faces sugar shortages and is forced 
to import the commodity at exorbitant prices. The recent sugar crisis is not 
an isolated incident but part of a vicious cycle orchestrated by the powerful 
sugar mafia, which has long exploited both the system and the people. What 
is more alarming is that despite media exposés and public outcry, no mean-
ingful action has been taken to hold the culprits accountable.
This is not the first time Pakistan has faced such a crisis. In the past, sugar mill own-
ers—many of whom are influential politicians—first exported sugar to create an arti-
ficial shortage in the local market and then imported it back at higher rates, making 
windfall profits at the expense of the common man. Investigations and media reports 
have exposed these manipulations, yet no punitive measures were taken. The sug-
ar inquiry report of 2020 revealed shocking details of corruption, tax evasion, and 
exploitation by mill owners, but the powerful lobby ensured that the findings were 
swept under the rug. Now, it seems the same playbook is being used again. The root 
of the problem lies in the fact that many sugar mill owners are also members of parlia-
ment or have close ties with those in power. This conflict of interest means that any 
legislation aimed at regulating the sugar industry or holding the mafia accountable is 
deliberately stalled. These influential figures ensure that policies remain in their favor, 
allowing them to manipulate supply, fix prices, and evade taxes with impunity. When 
those who make the laws are the same ones breaking them, how can justice prevail?
For the poor, sugar is not just a commodity but one of the few affordable lux-
uries in their meager diet. However, with prices skyrocketing and shortages 
becoming frequent, even this basic necessity is slipping out of their reach. Infla-
tion has already made life unbearable for low-income families, and the artificial 
sugar crisis only adds to their misery. The government’s failure to protect its 
citizens from such exploitation reflects a deep-seated malaise in governance, 
where the interests of a few elites override the welfare of millions.
The government must take bold steps to dismantle the sugar cartel’s control. 
This includes strict regulation of sugar exports and imports, transparent pricing 
mechanisms, and crackdowns on hoarding.Those involved in artificial short-
ages and price manipulation must be prosecuted, regardless of their political 
influence. The sugar inquiry report’s recommendations should be implement-
ed without delay. Pakistan must invest in modernizing sugarcane farming, im-
proving yield, and reducing production costs to ensure self-sufficiency. Citizens 
must hold their representatives accountable and demand an end to this ex-
ploitation. Pakistan’s recurring sugar crisis is a glaring example of how greed 
and political influence cripple the nation’s economy and burden its poorest 
citizens. If the government continues to turn a blind eye to the sugar mafia’s 
tactics, such crises will keep recurring, and the people will keep suffering.

T HE South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), formed 
in 1985 with great promise, was envisioned as a platform for promoting 

peace, prosperity, and mutual development among the eight member states: 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka. Nearly four decades later, the organization remains largely dysfunc-
tional, unable to deliver on its core objectives. Despite being home to nearly a 
quarter of the world’s population, SAARC has not even come close to becom-
ing an effective regional bloc like the European Union or ASEAN. The reasons 
for this failure are both political and structural.
At the heart of SAARC’s ineffectiveness lies the enduring rivalry between In-
dia and Pakistan. Political hostility, repeated military stand-offs, and zero-sum 
diplomacy between the two nuclear neighbors have cast a long shadow over 
the organization. No SAARC summit has been held since 2014, with the 2016 
summit in Islamabad indefinitely postponed following India’s boycott after the 
Uri attack. This bilateral antagonism consistently hijacks regional agendas and 
paralyzes progress on initiatives that require unanimity.
Unlike other regional blocs, SAARC lacks strong institutional mechanisms. Its de-
cisions are made by consensus — a model that is difficult to sustain when member 
states have deep political divides. The absence of a dispute resolution framework 
further handicaps SAARC. While economic cooperation, people-to-people connec-
tivity, and regional development are the goals on paper, the lack of trust between 
member states makes implementation virtually impossible.
Another reason behind SAARC’s failure is its narrow scope and minimal fund-
ing. The organization has failed to evolve into a robust institution with the capac-
ity to execute projects independently. Most of its initiatives exist only on paper 
or in pilot stages. For instance, the SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement 
(SAPTA) and its proposed successor, SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area), 
have not meaningfully increased intra-regional trade, which remains among the 
lowest in the world — less than 5% of total trade of member states.
Contrast this with ASEAN, where members, despite historical disputes, have prior-
itized economic interdependence and regional integration. In SAARC, by compari-
son, smaller nations are often caught between India and Pakistan’s rivalry, leading 
them to seek bilateral partnerships outside the SAARC framework — further weak-
ening the organization. Moreover, China’s increasing influence in South Asia has 
led to geopolitical recalibrations. Countries like Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Maldives are 
forging closer economic ties with Beijing, making SAARC less relevant to their im-
mediate priorities. India, too, has shifted its focus toward other regional groupings 
like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation), where Pakistan is not a member and hence friction is lower. In conclu-
sion, SAARC’s failure is not due to the lack of vision but the absence of political will 
and regional trust. Unless member states — especially India and Pakistan — choose 
cooperation over confrontation, SAARC will remain a dormant body. 
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Tragedy of expectations

President Pezeshkian’s Truth Bomb 
vs. Netanyahu’s War Machine

Dr. Abdus sattar Abbasi

Qamar bashir

I JUST received a latest survey report from 
Gallup Pakistan about public opinion in KP, 
offering detailed assessment of governance 

in the province. The report took me back in time 
when we all expected a revolutionary change in 
the political system of the country particularly 
the governance through an emerging political 
party. Those who are in their 50s have witnessed 
unprecedented transformations in almost every 
sphere of life due to exceptional technological 
developments. It was not a novel phenomenon 
to observe a wave of change in the society. We 
all were expecting a revolution in the political, 
social and economic scenarios of the country. 
Some exciting slogans, such as “saaf chali shffaf 
chali”, means clear and transparent movement 
and “tabdili aa nai rahi tabdili aa gai ha” means 
change has happened, raised expectations of 
common man quite sky high. Historically we 
have never been among nations which uphold 
justice and transparency, at least in my mem-
ory. People found refuge in these thrilling 
jargons, hoping justice and accountability cou-
pled with economic progress and reputation 
among nations. Architects and leaders of this 
political party exactly knew what people of Pa-
kistan desire and they successfully exploited 
genuine expectations of the public. 
There have been some unusual political events 
globally during the last decade starting from 
unsuccessful coup in Turkey on July 15, 2016, 
despite historic influence of the army in Turk-
ish politics; followed by unexpected success of 
Donald Trump in 2017 and finally surprising 
premiership of Imran Khan in 2018. These de-
velopments suggested changing mindset of the 
voters to rely on new faces to solve their prob-
lems. Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Donald Trump 
survived shocks and running their presidential 
offices apparently with comfort. However, Im-
ran Khan severely depends on the performance 

of KP government for the comeback. But the 
report in hand suggests some serious challeng-
es for PTI and Imran Khan both to seek public 
trust in coming times. The report is based on 
face-to-face interviews with 3,000 residents of 
KP, between February and March 2025 whiles 
the analysis and report writing was done in 
April-June 2025, means the last month. The 
findings reflect a population grappling with un-
met expectations and discontent with govern-
ance, infrastructure, economic opportunities 
and accountability while PTI voters join the 
chorus of discontentment. 
If we look at the data disinterestedly, it reveals 
widespread dissatisfaction with governance, eco-
nomic performance, and public service delivery 
of PTI’s government. Report claims to have only 
2 to 3% of margin of error at 95% confidence, 
which means we can depend on these findings to 
determine the performance of PTI in KPK where 
they are in the government for the last almost 11 
years now.   According to the report only 57% re-
spondents reported that they did not witness any 
new road projects that were initiated in the last 
one year where as 63% expressed dissatisfaction 
with the public transport facilities, and 60% were 
not happy with general development projects un-
der the current PTI government. It is surprising 
to notice disappointment of 51% PTI supporters 
on the development in their areas. 
The data which surprised me the most is about 
the perception of corruption in KPK about PTI’s 
current government. Report suggests that 52% 
of respondents believe that development funds 
have been misappropriated due to corruption 
while only 32% think they were used properly. It 
is indeed a huge mistrust on PTI’s government 
which should ring the alarm among PTI decision 
makers because at the end of the day what mat-
ters is the perception of people in the province 
about the integrity and transparency in manag-

ing public funds. It is because of this reason that 
71% of respondents including 62% of PTI voters 
desired to have formal investigations into alleged 
corruption in mega projects during PTI’s rule. I 
was shocked to notice that 48% people in KPK be-
lieve that corruption in government departments 
has increased, and 40% feel it is more prevalent in 
KPK than in Punjab. It means people do monitor 
performance of other provinces and also have ac-
cess to the information about the affairs of their 
neighbouring provinces. It would have been an ex-
cellent report if the agency would have included 
the comparison with all other provinces, anyhow 
it is still an eye-opener for the leaders of PTI that 
how quickly they are losing the public trust.  
This most recent report contends that 59% re-
spondents report rising unemployment, and 67% 
declare that the government has failed to create 
jobs or business opportunities. Staggering 73% 
respondents believe that it is only personal con-
nections, not merit, that determines access to 
government jobs, which speaks volumes about 
the prevailing mistrust among the public in KPK. 
We learned from our early childhood that 
“aawaz-e-khalq ko naqar-e-Khuda samjho”, 
meaning thereby the public sentiment deter-
mines your fate. Therefore, it will be better for 
PTI leaders to focus on serving their people 
who brought them into the power because 60% 
of respondents believe that the KP government 
wasted time in protests and demonstrations 
rather than focusing on governance. Again this 
finding suggests that previous actions of KP gov-
ernment including long march and others are 
not looked upon favourably by KP residents. As 
a safe conclusion one can say that by and large 
PTI’s performance in their stronghold is not that 
enough, at least as for now, to help them secure 
next election whenever it happen as long as they 
focus their energies to serve the people of KPK 
with utmost honesty and determination.

I N a world suffocated by strategic deception and media 
filters, one conversation pierced through the fog. In a 
bold 28-minute interview with Tucker Carlson, Irani-

an President Masoud Pezeshkian delivered a message so 
clear, calm, and compelling that it shattered decades of 
crafted misperception about Iran’s foreign policy, nuclear 
ambition, and regional posture. In doing so, Pezeshkian 
positioned himself as the face of reason — while exposing 
the reckless belligerence of Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, whose war-mongering agenda has long 
dictated U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East.
Pezeshkian began with humility and conviction: “We did not 
start this war and we do not want this war to continue in any 
way.” His words echoed the constitutional stance of Iran’s 
post-revolution leadership — defensive, not expansionist; 
committed to sovereignty, not conquest. He emphasized that 
his administration is built on the twin pillars of “national uni-
ty inside the country” and “peace and friendship with neigh-
boring countries and the rest of the world.” This is not mere 
rhetoric. Pezeshkian substantiated this vision by recalling 
that Iran has “never invaded another country in 200 years.” 
At a time when regional militarism is disguised as security, 
this record is not only rare — it is disarming.
What, then, explains the decades of suspicion cast on Iran? 
Pezeshkian points squarely to Benjamin Netanyahu, who, 
since 1984, “has created this false mentality that Iran 
seeks a nuclear bomb,” embedding this narrative so deeply 
into the psyche of American leaders that even diplomacy 
itself became a threat to the status quo.
And yet, the president insisted: “We have never been af-
ter developing a nuclear bomb, not in the past, not pres-
ently, or in the future.” His reason was not strategic, but 
spiritual. “It is in contrast to the religious decree — the 
fatwa — issued by His Eminence, the Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. It is religiously forbidden 
for us to go after a nuclear bomb.”
This declaration alone upends the central justification for 
Israeli and American hostility. Iran’s nuclear program — rou-
tinely monitored by the IAEA — was never about weaponiza-
tion. But it was Israel, Pezeshkian revealed, that sabotaged 
peace: “We were in the middle of talks with the United 
States… and Israel torpedoed the negotiating table.”
This act, far from being reactive, was strategic. Israel’s 
pre-emptive strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities was based 
not on verified intelligence, but a desire to kill diplomacy 
in its crib. “Unlawful attacks against our nuclear centers,” 
Pezeshkian said, “severely damaged our equipment. We 
can’t even verify what remains.” The IAEA, instead of con-
demning this violation of international law, issued a report 

that further inflamed tensions — and emboldened Tel Aviv.
Pezeshkian’s outrage was rooted in justice, not vengeance. 
When asked whether Iran would retaliate through proxy 
terror or sleeper cells, he responded with dignified de-
fiance: “Have you ever seen an Iranian killing an Ameri-
can? Has any Iranian ever committed terrorism on your 
soil?” The answer, of course, is no. He clarified: “We don’t 
believe in sleeper cells. We don’t need them. We defend 
ourselves through diplomacy, and when forced, directly 
with our own hands.” This moral clarity extended to the 
often-misunderstood chant of “Death to America.” The 
president dismantled its literal interpretation: “It doesn’t 
mean death to American people or officials. It means death 
to crimes, bullying, and atrocities.” In other words, it is a 
political condemnation — not a genocidal threat.
But even as Pezeshkian appealed for understanding, he 
drew a hard line: “If war is imposed on Iran, we will defend 
ourselves to the last drop of blood.” Yet again, this is de-
fense, not aggression. “We put our trust in God and in the 
resilience of our people. We don’t need help from anyone 
— not Russia, not China. Iran will stand alone if it must.”
Contrast this with Netanyahu’s doctrine: forever war, region-
al hegemony, and a theologically-rooted belief in Israel’s di-
vine entitlement to land and dominance. Netanyahu, Pezesh-
kian implied, has long used deception — whether about Iran’s 
nuclear program, sleeper cells, or fabricated assassination 
attempts — to manipulate American sentiment and force 
Washington into conflicts that serve Israeli, not American, 
interests. The consequences have been catastrophic — not 
only for Palestinians and Iranians, but for the very fabric of 
international law and order. Pezeshkian recounted the as-
sassination of Iranian scientists, the murder of off-duty com-
manders, and the slaughter of children and pregnant women 
in Israeli airstrikes. “Just to kill one person, they demolish 
an entire building,” he said. “And they call this security?”
Even more chilling was the attempted assassination 
of Pezeshkian himself. “Yes, they tried. But I’m not 
afraid to sacrifice my life for my country.” The irony? 
This act of terrorism — reportedly foiled by Iranian 
intelligence — was meant to prevent the very peace 
talks that could have stabilized the region.
Yet despite everything, Pezeshkian extended a remarkable 
offer: “We see no problem in re-entering negotiations with 
the United States.” He went further: “There is no limita-
tion for U.S. investors to come to Iran — even now.” This 
invitation stands even as American sanctions, not Iranian 
policy, prevent such engagement. And so, we arrive at 
the defining choice: Two narratives now confront the con-
science of the international community. One is Netanya-

hu’s — driven by a supremacist ideology, a fabricated threat 
matrix, and a relentless drive toward regional domination. 
It is a doctrine of perpetual war, waged under the pretext 
of self-defense, while enacting wholesale slaughter in Gaza 
and the West Bank. Netanyahu has turned entire neigh-
borhoods into rubble, hospitals into graves, and innocent 
civilians — including women and children — into nameless 
casualties of military “precision.” This isn’t security. It’s a 
slow-motion holocaust, unfolding with impunity.
The other narrative is Iran’s — a nation invoking religious 
fatwas against nuclear weapons, calling for diplomacy, and 
rejecting the logic of proxy terrorism and sleeper cells. Its 
leaders, from the Supreme Leader to the newly elected 
President Pezeshkian, argue not for conquest, but for sov-
ereignty. Not for dominance, but dignity. Not for retaliation, 
but restraint. And yet, it is this very nation that remains un-
der siege — economically, politically, and militarily.
Former French Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin 
once warned that “if peace is not restored in the Middle 
East, Europe and the United States will be held hostage by 
extremism.” That warning has come full circle.
But the ultimate irony — and tragedy — lies in the words of 
President Donald Trump himself, who in his campaign and 
inaugural promise declared that his would be a “govern-
ment of common sense.” A government that would reject 
endless wars. That would put America First — not Tel Aviv 
first. That would protect innocent lives, not shield aggres-
sors behind vetoes at the United Nations. That would re-
spond not to genocidal allies, but to the cries of children 
dying beneath collapsed buildings in Gaza and Rafah.
Common sense dictates that when a nation turns refugee 
camps into graveyards, when it hunts down civilians with 
drones, when it assassinates scientists in their homes and 
bombs residential towers to kill one man — that nation is not 
defending itself. It is dismantling the very moral fabric of 
global civilization. And if America continues to partner with 
that behavior — if it continues to treat Netanyahu as a states-
man instead of a war criminal — then the United States is 
not just complicit. It is corrupted. It is time for the American 
public, lawmakers, and leaders to make a choice grounded in 
facts — not fear; in law — not lobbying; in morality — not mil-
itary-industrial deals. The truth is now on the table. Netan-
yahu’s war has been exposed. Pezeshkian’s peace has been 
declared. The next move belongs to Washington.

– press secretary to the president (Rtd)
Former press minister, 

Embassy of pakistan to France
Former mD, sRbC

macomb, michigan, usA

The data which surprised 
me the most is about the 

perception of corruption in 
KPK about PTI’s current 

government. Report 
suggests that 52% of 

respondents believe that 
development funds have 

been misappropriated due 
to corruption while only 

32% think they were used 
properly. It is indeed a huge 

mistrust on PTI’s government 
which should ring the alarm 
among PTI decision makers 

because at the end of the 
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ISLAMABAD: The Government of Japan 
has extended grant aid worth approximate-
ly 379 million Japanese Yen for the imple-
mentation of the Human Resource Develop-
ment Scholarship (JDS) FY 2025 Program 
in Pakistan. A formal signing ceremony was 
held in Islamabad, where Notes Verbale 
were signed and exchanged between H.E. 
Mr. AKAMATSU Shuichi, the Ambassador 
of Japan to Pakistan, and Dr. Kazim Niaz, 
Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Government of Pakistan. 
Additionally, a Grant Agreement outlining 
the implementation details of the project 
for fiscal year 2025 was signed between 
Mr. Naoaki MIYATA, Chief Representative 
of the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) in Pakistan, and Mr. Miran 
Mohiyuddin Soomro, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic Affaris.
The JDS Program is part of Japan’s com-
mitment to strengthen the administrative 
capacities of the Government of Pakistan 
which was initiated in 2018. The program 
offers highly capable Pakistani government 
officers the opportunity to pursue Master’s 

and Ph.D. degrees at leading Japanese uni-
versities. These officers are selected from 
those involved in planning and implementing 
social and economic development policies.
Through the JDS Program JICA has so far 
sent over hundred government officers 
to Japan, out of which nearly 70 schol-
ars have successfully completed their 

studies and returned to Pakistan, con-
tributing their enhanced knowledge and 
skills to the country’s development. The 
focus areas of study under this program 
include public administration and finance 
(Disciplines of Public Policy and Develop-
ment Studies), Industrial Promotion and 
Investment Climate, Energy Policy and 

Response to Climate Change and Agri-
business and Food Security.
On this occasion, Ambassador AKAMAT-
SU stated: “The Government of Japan fully 
understands the importance of social and 
human capital development in Pakistan 
and believes among the key enablers is a 
responsive and accountable public adminis-
tration. Building the capacity of young out-
standing civil servants in various technical 
areas is thus imperative in strengthening 
public administration that can effectively 
address the multi-dimensional develop-
ment challenges in this country.”
Mr. Naoaki MIYATA, Chief Representative 
of JICA Pakistan Office, added:
“This program will make a significant 
contribution to human resource devel-
opment in Pakistan. JDS fellows will 
acquire advanced knowledge and skills 
which will enhance their capacities in 
policy planning and implementation. We 
believe these individuals will play pivotal 
leadership roles within the Government 
of Pakistan, contributing to national de-
velopment and the well-being of the peo-
ple. Moreover, the JDS Program is a tes-
tament to the enduring partnership and 
friendship between Japan and Pakistan.”

Japan provides grant aid for JDS to Pakistan
On this occasion, Ambassador AKAMATSU stated: The Government of Japan fully 

understands the importance of social and human capital development in Pakistan and 
believes among the key enablers is a responsive and accountable public administration 
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can’t vote in 
KP Senate...

From PAge 01
of the electoral college. He 
said the electoral body is 
under a constitutional obli-
gation to conduct the Senate 
elections in KP for which 
date has been set for July 21. 
But he noted that the matter 
of administering the oath to 
returned candidates was still 
pending and delayed.
Citing the SC constitutional 
bench’s verdict, he stated 
that on July 2, 2025, a noti-
fication of successful candi-
dates on reserved seats for 
women and non-Muslims was 
issued but these members 
have not yet been sworn in, 
so they cannot participate in 
the assembly session or vote.
The ECP secretary point-
ed out that earlier, the KP 
Assembly speaker was re-
quested on July 4 to admin-
ister oath to the members 
elected on reserved seats. 
The speaker informed that 
the assembly session is not 
currently underway; he can-
not call a session.
The ECP secretary main-
tained that according to Ar-
ticle 109 of the Constitution, 
the governor has the power 
to summon a session of the 
provincial assembly at his 
discretion. “In light of the 
above constitutional and le-
gal imperatives, I have been 
directed by the Hon’ble ECP 
to request his Excellency, the 
Governor of KP, to exercise 
the powers conferred under 
Article 109 of the Constitu-
tion and to summon the ses-
sion of the Provincial Assem-
bly at the earliest to ensure 
administration of oath by the 
Speaker from the elected 
members on the reserved 
seats and for the conduct of 
Senate election in the prov-
ince,” reads the letter.

Over 50% 
KP residents 
not willing...

From PAge 01
has revealed that over-
whelming majority of 
residents in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) prefer 
working with the federal 
government over participat-
ing in protests, The News 
reported on Tuesday. The 
province-wide poll, conduct-
ed from February to March 
2025, included 3,000 re-
spondents. The survey re-
flects a nuanced sentiment: 
while a robust 85 per cent 
of KP residents back collab-
orative governance, nearly 
two-thirds believe that tar-
geted protests can play a 
strategic role in effecting 
federal-level change.
This duality reveals a 
populace that values de-
velopment but remains 
politically engaged, re-
serving protest as a tool 
— not as a first instinct. 
With KP’s new PTI-led 
government navigating its 
path, these findings rein-
force public demand for 
effective governance, bet-
ter services, and federal 
coordination, while still 
leaving space for dissent 
when deemed necessary.

Dar meets 
‘iron-clad 
brother’...

From PAge 01
“As iron-clad brothers 
and All-Weather Strate-
gic Cooperative Partners, 
we remain committed to 
deepening Pakistan-Chi-
na enduring friendship 
and advancing shared re-
gional goals,” he added. 
The high-level interaction 
comes as the SCO Coun-
cil of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) is convening in Bei-
jing with representatives 
from Pakistan, China, Be-
larus, India, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
in attendance.
The CFM is the third-high-
est forum in the SCO 
format. It focuses on the 
issues of international re-
lations, as well as foreign 
and security policies. The 
forum also approves the 
documents, including decla-
rations and statements, etc, 
that are to be presented for 
the consideration of the 
Council of Heads of State as 
well as the decisions to be 
adopted by the CHS.
Meanwhile, the Chinese 
president, welcoming 
the heads of delegations, 
underlined the salience 
of regional cooperation 
under the ambit of SCO, 
an organisation covering 
the Eurasian land mass 
and a large expanse of 
the world’s population. 

‘World’s oldest marathon runner’ 
dies aged 114 in road accident

Singh did not have a birth certificate but his family said he was born on April
Dna

NEW DELHI: India’s Fauja Singh, believed 
to be the world’s oldest distance runner, 
has died in a road accident aged 114, his 
biographer said Tuesday.
Singh, an Indian-born British national, 
nicknamed the “Turbaned Tornado”, died 
after being hit by a vehicle in Punjab state’s 
Jalandhar district on Monday.
“My Turbaned Tornado is no more,” Fauja’s 
biographer Khushwant Singh wrote on X.
“He was struck by an unidentified vehicle... 
in his village, Bias, while crossing the road. 
Rest in peace, my dear Fauja.”
Singh did not have a birth certificate but his 
family said he was born on April 1, 1911. He 
ran full marathons (42 kilometre) till the 
age of 100. His last race was a 10-kilometre 
(six-mile) event at the 2013 Hong Kong 
Marathon when 101, where he finished in 

one hour, 32 minutes and 28 seconds.
He became an international sensation after 
taking up distance running at the ripe old 

age of 89, after the death of his wife and one 
of his sons, inspired by seeing marathons 
on television. Although widely regarded as 

the world’s oldest marathon runner, he was 
not certified by Guinness World Records as 
he could not prove his age, saying that birth 
certificates did not exist when he was born 
under British colonial rule in 2011. Singh 
was a torchbearer for the Olympics at Ath-
ens 2004 and London 2012, and appeared 
in advertisements with sports stars such as 
David Beckham and Muhammad Ali.
His strength and vitality were credited to a 
routine of farm walks and a diet including 
Indian sweet “laddu” packed with dry fruits 
and home-churned curd. Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi paid tribute on social 
media. “Fauja Singh was extraordinary be-
cause of his unique persona and the manner 
in which he inspired the youth of India on a 
very important topic of fitness,” said Modi 
on X “He was an exceptional athlete with in-
credible determination. Pained by his pass-
ing away. My thoughts are with his family 
and countless admirers around the world.”

Over 1,000 athletes participate at IMMAF 
Youth World Championships in Al Ain
“This year’s championship has 
attracted record participation, 

reflecting the rapid development of 
the event and reinforcing its position 
as a global platform for preparing the 
future stars of MMA,” Al Dhaheri said
ABU DHABI: The UAE Jiu-Jitsu and Mixed Martial Arts 
Federation is ramping up final preparations to host the 
sixth edition of the IMMAF Youth World Championships, 
which will take place in Al Ain from 21st to 27th July. More 
than 1,000 male and female athletes from 60 countries are 
set to compete, marking a record number of participants 
and highlighting the event’s growing global profile.
Leading countries taking part include reigning champions 
Ukraine, as well as the United Kingdom, Uzbekistan, the 
UAE, and Armenia. This year, the championship will be 
held in Al Ain for the first time, while the UAE continues 
its role as host for the fourth consecutive year.
Participation has surged from 200 athletes in the third 
edition held in 2022 to over 1,000 this year. The sharp 
increase confirms the championship’s rising popularity 
and the UAE’s key role in transforming it into a preferred 
destination for young talent in mixed martial arts.
Mohammed bin Dalmouj Al Dhaheri, Board Member of 
the UAE Jiu-Jitsu and Mixed Martial Arts Federation and 
Chairman of the MMA Committee, said that preparations 
are progressing according to a comprehensive plan cov-

ering all organisa-
tional, logistical, 
and technical as-
pects. The Feder-
ation is working 
closely with local 
and international 
partners to deliver 
an outstanding edi-
tion that reflects 
the UAE’s repu-
tation for hosting 
world-class sport-
ing events.
“This year’s championship has attracted record partici-
pation, reflecting the rapid development of the event and 
reinforcing its position as a global platform for preparing 
the future stars of MMA,” Al Dhaheri said.
Al Dhaheri added that the 2025 edition will offer a 
well-rounded experience for athletes, delegations, and 
spectators. Alongside the high-level competition, a range 
of cultural and entertainment programmes will help ce-
ment the championship’s status as a leading internation-
al event and a meeting point for emerging talent. Mean-
while, the UAE National Team continues its preparations 
at a training camp in Thailand, focused on enhancing both 
physical and technical readiness. The camp aims to ensure 
the athletes deliver a strong performance that reflects the 
development of MMA in the UAE and positions them to 
compete for top honours at the championship. – Agencies

Jirga held 
to address 

security  
situation...

From PAge 01
government and Bajaur’s 
tribal leadership, aimed at 
resolving issues through di-
alogue and consensus. Par-
ticipants paid tribute to the 
martyrs and expressed deep 
sorrow and solidarity with 
their families. A collective 
prayer was also offered for 
the elevation of their ranks. 
The jirga acknowledged the 
significant sacrifices made by 
the people and elders of Ba-
jaur in the pursuit of peace. 
Speakers emphasized the ur-
gent need to strengthen co-
operation between the pub-
lic, the government, and law 
enforcement agencies. They 
stressed that future security 
measures must be taken with 
consideration for the well-be-
ing of the local population.
Acting Chief Secretary and 
the Inspector General of 
Police reassured the jirga 
participants that the gov-
ernment is fully aware of 
public concerns and is com-
mitted to making the resto-
ration of peace its top pri-
ority. They emphasized that 
joint efforts, mutual trust, 
and community engage-
ment are essential to elimi-
nate terrorist elements.

President, 
PM vow to 

work jointly
From PAge 01

order in the country and 
measures against terrorism 
were also discussed. “The 
prime minister briefed the 
president on the govern-
ment’s measures to improve 
the economy. Both leaders 
reiterated their commit-
ment to work together for 
the country’s stability, de-
velopment, and prosperity,” 
the statement said. The 
meeting was also attended 
by Defence Minister Kha-
waja Muhammad Asif, Plan-
ning Minister Ahsan Iqbal, 
Law Minister Azam Nazeer 
Tarar, Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi and PM’s Ad-
viser on Political and Public 
Affairs Rana Sanaullah.

IHC order 
govt to form 
commission

From PAge 01
the formation of an inquiry 
commission to examine how 
blasphemy laws are being 
implemented. Accepting the 
petitions, the court instruct-
ed that the commission 
must complete its proceed-
ings within four months of 
formation. The IHC further 
ruled that if the commis-
sion requires more time to 
complete its task, it may ap-
proach the court for an ex-
tension. A report published 
by the government-run Na-
tional Commission for Hu-
man Rights in October last 
year said there were 767 
people, mostly young men, 
in jail awaiting trial over 
blasphemy allegations.
“This is a huge ray of hope 
and it’s the first time that 
the families have felt heard,” 
said lawyer Imaan Mazari, 
who represents the fami-
lies of arrested men and 
women, of the court order. 
“Youngsters have been false-
ly roped into cases of such 
a sensitive nature that the 
stigma will last forever even 
if they are acquitted,” she 
added. The Legal Commis-
sion on Blasphemy Pakistan 
(LCBP) is the most active of 
lawyers groups prosecuting 
young men in Pakistan.

At SCO, 
Pakistan says 
committed...

From PAge 01
arbitrary use of force is nor-
malised.” The heaviest fight-
ing in decades between Paki-
stan and India was sparked 
by an April 22 attack in 
Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
that killed 26 people, most 
of them tourists. New Del-
hi blamed Pakistan for the 
attack, a charge denied by 
Islamabad. In response to 
India’s cross-border strikes, 
Pakistan had launched Op-
eration Bunyan-um-Marsoos 
after downing six Indian Air 
Force jets, including three 
Rafales in response to Indian 
aggression. The two coun-
tries, following four days of 
armed conflict, agreed on 
a US-brokered ceasefire on 
May 10. During his address 
today, the foreign minister 
stressed that all disputes 
and differences must be 
resolved through dialogue 
and diplomacy, rather than 
conflict and confrontation. 

Governor KP Unveils 
Upcoming Initiatives 
for Sports Promotion
our corresPonDent

ISLAMABAD: Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), Faisal Karim Kun-
di, has unveiled a series 
of new initiatives aimed 
at promoting sports and 
empowering youth across 
the province, including 
the Governor KP Sports 
Awards and a new ‘Adopt 
a Player’ mobile applica-
tion, designed to provide 
a platform for young tal-
ented players to shine and 
raise the country’s name 
on the global stage. Speak-
ing to the delegation of 
the Rawalpindi-Islamabad 
Sports Journalists Asso-
ciation (RISJA), led by its 
president Abubakar Bin 
Tallat, during a meeting 
at Governor House Pe-
shawar, Governor Kundi 
announced that the First 
Governor KP Sports 
Awards will honor and 
recognize athletes from 
KP who have excelled at 
national and international 
levels. He stressed that ac-
knowledging local talent is 
vital for inspiring the next 
generation of athletes.

In a significant technolog-
ical step, the Governor 
also revealed plans for 
the launch of the ‘Adopt a 
Player’ mobile application, 
aimed at connecting emerg-
ing athletes with sponsors 
and supporters. “This app 
will enable businesses 
and individuals to directly 
sponsor young players, pro-
viding them with access to 
better training, equipment, 
and facilities,” he said.
Additionally, Governor Kun-
di announced that prepa-
rations are underway to 
launch professional Cricket 
and Football Leagues in 
KP, providing structured 
platforms for local talent 
to showcase their skills and 
progress towards national 
and international recogni-
tion. During the meeting, 
Governor Kundi expressed 
serious concern over the 
prolonged delay in the com-
pletion of Peshawar’s iconic 
Arbab Niaz Cricket Stadi-
um. He noted that despite 
the passage of considera-
ble time, the development 
work remains incomplete, 
depriving the province’s 
cricket enthusiasts of a 
modern sports facility.

Highlighting the passion for 
cricket and the abundance 
of raw talent in the region, 
the Governor remarked 
that while the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) suc-
cessfully developed stadi-
ums in Lahore, Karachi, 
and Rawalpindi in a short 
period, the provincial gov-
ernment has failed to com-
plete Peshawar’s stadium.
“The passion for cricket 
and football in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa is unmatched, 
but our infrastructure 
must reflect and support 
this enthusiasm,” Gover-
nor Kundi stated. He reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
resolving the delays and 
ensuring timely comple-
tion of the stadium for the 
benefit of KP’s youth.
The RISJA delegation ap-
preciated the Governor’s 
proactive steps towards 
sports development and 
pledged full media sup-
port to promote these 
initiatives. The meeting 
concluded with a shared 
commitment to promoting 
sports and strengthening 
youth development across 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
through joint efforts.

Sweden's Soft 
Hooligans push 
better vibes at 

Women's Euros
ZURICH: Swedish supporters’ group the Soft Hooli-
gans have brought their chants, drums and message of 
inclusion to Switzerland to support their national team 
at Euro 2025, to promote good vibes in the stands and 
better conditions for women’s football. The idea for 
the Soft Hooligans came about in 2017 when Kajsa 
Aronsson, 61, and her daughter Estrid Kjellman, 29, 
attended the Women’s Euros in the Netherlands. “It 
was just so incredibly dead. We shouted sometimes, 
we cheered, and people looked at us as if we were 
completely crazy,” Kjellman told AFP.
“We joked that we were hooligans. And then we were 
like: ‘But we’re not like other hooligans, we’re soft hoo-
ligans’,” she added with a big smile. The young woman 
then created a Facebook group to spread their message. 
“In the beginning, there was no defined cheering sec-
tion,” Aronsson explained. “We had to build everything 
from scratch and get people to want to stand in the 
stands. Early on, it wasn’t even that much fun to attend 
the games. You were on your own,” Kjellman said.
Eight years later, with the Women’s Euros now under-
way in Switzerland, the atmosphere has changed signif-
icantly, the two women noted, sitting in front of a ski 
lift in an alpine landscape wearing caps with the slogans 
“More Women in Football” and “Soft Hooligans”. “There 
are many more Swedes here. I think there’s a big differ-
ence with the other teams too,” said Kjellman.
“In England, there were several matches where the opposing 
team basically had no supporters. Now I think most teams 
have some kind of organised supporter group,” she added. A 
change they welcome enthusiastically. “We definitely cheer 
for Sweden the most. But then you support women’s football 
and want there to be more atmosphere, better football, bet-
ter conditions,” said Kjellman. “The culture in the stands is 
also a big part of making it more and more interesting to go 
to women’s football matches.” – Agencies

India orders airlines 
to check fuel switches 

on Boeing jets
NEW DELHI: India has ordered its airlines to examine 
fuel switches on several Boeing models after they came 
under scrutiny following last month’s crash of an Air In-
dia jet which killed 260 people. A preliminary report, 
issued by India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau 
on Saturday, found that the switches had flipped from 
run position to cutoff shortly after takeoff.
The report did not offer any conclusions or apportion blame 
for the June 12 disaster, but indicated that one pilot asked 
the other why he cut off fuel, and the second pilot responded 
that he had not. India’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) issued the order Monday to investigate the locking 
feature on the fuel control switches of several Boeing models, 
including 787s and 737s. The order came after Boeing notified 
operators that the fuel switch locks on its jets were safe.
But it was in line with a Special Airworthiness Information 
Bulletin (SAIB) issued by the US Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) in 2018, which recommended inspection of 
the locks to ensure they could not be moved accidentally.
Several Indian and international airlines have already begun 
their own inspections of fuel switches. “It has come to the 
notice of DGCA, that several operators -- internationally as 
well as domestic -- have initiated inspection on their aircraft 
fleet as per the SAIB,” DGCA said in a statement. In view of 
the SAIB, all airline operators of the affected aircraft must 
complete the inspection by July 21, it added. The Boeing 787-
8 Dreamliner was headed from Ahmedabad in western India 
to London when it crashed, killing all but one of the 242 peo-
ple on board as well as 19 people on the ground. – Agencies

Pakistan army 
dominate 

Junior Table 
Tennis C’ship

WAH CANTT: Pakistan 
Army emerged as the un-
disputed champions of 
the 30th Chairman POF 
Board National Junior Ta-
ble Tennis Championship 
2025, clinching top honors 
in multiple categories, in-
cluding the U-19 Boys and 
Girls singles, U-15 Boys 
and Girls, as well as mixed 
doubles events. The cham-
pionship, organized by the 
Islamabad Table Tennis As-
sociation in collaboration 
with the POF Sports Direc-
torate, was held at the POF 
Sports Complex Gymnasi-
um Hall in Wah Cantt.
In the highlight match of 
the event, Pakistan Ar-
my’s Mohammad Ahmed 
claimed the U-19 Boys title 
by defeating Sindh’s Mo-
hammad Abbas in straight 
sets (11-6, 11-3, 11-9). Ab-
bas appeared visibly nerv-
ous throughout the final, 
allowing Ahmed to secure 
an easy victory and the 
prestigious national title. 
In the U-19 Girls final, Ar-
my’s Hanqa Hassan over-
powered her teammate 
Hoor Fawad 3-1 to clinch 
the gold. U-15 Boys final 
also saw an all-Army clash, 
with Noor Khan defeating 
Abdul Mohammad 3-0 to 
emerge champion. – App
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As Pakistan approaches the 
formulation of the 11th Nation-
al Finance Commission (NFC) 
Award, a glaring constitutional 
omission continues to under-
mine the principles of equity 
and fiscal federalism: the cap-
ital city of Islamabad remains 
entirely excluded from the 
revenue-sharing mechanism of 
the NFC. Despite its status as 

the administrative, political, 
and diplomatic epicenter of the 
country—and home to over 2.3 
million residents—Islamabad re-
ceives no share from the divis-
ible pool of federal taxes. This 
systemic exclusion has left the 
Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) and Metropolitan Corpo-
ration Islamabad (MCI) finan-
cially paralyzed, relying on ad 
hoc allocations and unsustaina-
ble land-based revenue to fulfill 
core civic responsibilities.
The NFC Award, established 
under Article 160 of the Consti-
tution, governs the distribution 
of federally collected taxes—
such as income tax, sales tax 
on goods, federal excise duties, 
and customs duties—between 
the federation and the provinc-
es. The 7th NFC Award, prom-
ulgated through President’s 
Order No. 5 of 2010 (amended 
in 2015), remains in effect, al-
locating 57.5 percent of the net 
federal revenues to the provinc-

es, while the center retains 42.5 
percent. Provincial shares are 
determined by a multi-indicator 
formula: population (82%), pov-
erty and backwardness (10.3%), 
revenue generation (5%), and in-
verse population density (2.7%).
Under this formula, Punjab re-
ceives 51.74%, Sindh 24.55%, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 14.62% 
(plus an additional 1% for war-
on-terror expenses), and Ba-
lochistan 9.09%. In fiscal year 
2025–26, these percentages 
translate into substantial sums: 
Punjab will receive Rs4.07 tril-
lion, Sindh Rs2.04 trillion, KP 
Rs1.34 trillion, and Balochistan 
Rs743 billion. These allocations 
include adjustments for straight 
transfers, royalty shares, and ad-
ditional grants.
And yet, Islamabad—the face of 
the federation—receives noth-
ing. The capital’s development 
and maintenance are instead 
funded through discretionary 
federal budget lines and CDA’s 

land sales. For FY2024–25, 
CDA has projected receipts of 
Rs91 billion, nearly 40 percent 
of which are contingent upon 
plot auctions and leases. This 
model is inherently fragile. It 
compromises long-term urban 
planning, incentivizes arbitrary 
asset liquidation, and depletes 
public land holdings. Critical 
infrastructure projects such 
as the expansion of the Islam-
abad Expressway, the stalled 
mass transit systems, and the 
long-awaited Ghazi Barotha wa-
ter supply scheme remain ei-
ther underfunded or indefinite-
ly delayed. Between 2016 and 
2022, CDA transferred Rs43 
billion to MCI to support essen-
tial services such as sanitation 
and street lighting. Shockingly, 
only Rs14 billion of this was 
reimbursed—forcing CDA to 
cover the deficit through its 
own revenues or federal bail-
outs. Meanwhile, Islamabad, 
unlike provincial capitals such 

as Lahore and Karachi, cannot 
access NFC-backed provincial 
transfers. Its development pri-
orities are buried within the 
federal Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP), 
where they must compete with 
nationwide interests and shift-
ing political calculations. This 
chronic underfunding is not 
merely a budgetary oversight—
it is a structural injustice. The 
capital city does not exist in a 
vacuum. It serves not only its 
own residents but also accom-
modates thousands of federal 
government employees, diplo-
mats, visiting dignitaries, and 
international institutions. It is 
the symbolic and operational 
seat of the federation. To leave 
it fiscally orphaned is to weak-
en the federation itself.
The remedy lies in Islamabad’s 
formal and permanent inclu-
sion in the NFC framework. At 
least five percent of the total 
divisible pool should be ear-

marked for the Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory and other feder-
ally administered areas. This 
would not be unprecedented: 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa receives 
an additional 1% share for se-
curity-related expenditures, 
and a 3% share was previously 
proposed for the now-merged 
Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA). Such alloca-
tions reflect the principle of 
differentiated needs—a princi-
ple that surely applies to the 
capital city.
Time is of the essence. The 
10th NFC will expire on July 
23, 2025, without having pro-
duced an award. The last final-
ized NFC Award was issued in 
2010. Since then, successive 
commissions have failed to 
achieve consensus and have 
operated under annual ex-
tensions. Recent IMF-recom-
mended reforms toward a Na-
tional Fiscal Pact have yielded 
only non-binding statements 

with no legal enforceability.
As the Finance Division begins 
consultations for the 11th NFC 
and provinces submit their tech-
nical nominations, this moment 
offers a critical opportunity to 
redress Islamabad’s exclusion. 
A predictable, constitutionally 
embedded revenue stream is es-
sential—not only for sound urban 
management, but for upholding 
the stature of the capital in the 
eyes of citizens and the world.
A capital that serves the entire 
federation must not be left to 
fend for itself. Its future cannot 
hinge on bureaucratic discretion 
or the sale of its soil. The time has 
come to correct this foundational 
inequity.A capital without a share 
is a capital without a future. Let 
us ensure that Islamabad receives 
its due—within the NFC, and with-
in the nation’s vision for equitable 
growth.
—The writer is the president, 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI)

Islamabad deserves share in NFC award

briefs
SECP makes 

public Women 
EquiSmart 
Policy for 

Consultation
ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) has 
issued the Draft Women Eq-
uiSmart Policy 2025–2028, 
its first comprehensive gen-
der equality framework for 
regulated sectors, including 
capital markets, insurance, 
non-banking finance, and 
the corporate sector. The 
framework is now available 
on the SECP’s website for 
public consultation, said 
a press release issued by 
the SECP on Tuesday. The 
draft framework reflects the 
SECP’s strategic shift from 
fragmented diversity efforts 
to a structured, cohesive 
regulatory approach to gen-
der inclusion, aligned with 
national priorities and glob-
al frameworks. Built around 
six core pillars—women’s 
leadership on boards, gen-
der-disaggregated reporting, 
women’s entrepreneurship, 
gender-smart products, work-
place inclusivity, and institu-
tional capacity building—the 
policy outlines current prac-
tices, identifies existing gaps 
and provides actionable rec-
ommendations supported by 
timelines and key stakehold-
ers. The SECP invites feed-
back from all stakeholders on 
the policy recommendations 
and action plan.—APP

Gold prices 
dip by Rs 700 

per tola
ISLAMABAD: The price of 
24 karat per tola gold de-
creased by Rs.700 and was 
traded at Rs.359,000 on 
Tuesday as compared to its 
sale at Rs. 359,700 on the 
last trading day, All Pakistan 
Sarafa Gems and Jewelers 
Association reported.
The prices of 10 grams of 
24 karat also decreased by 
Rs600 to Rs.307,784 from 
Rs. 308,384 and for 10 grams 
of 22 Karat it went down by 
Rs.550 to Rs.282,145 from 
Rs. 282,695. The rates of 
per tola and ten gram silver 
decreased by Rs73 and Rs 62 
to Rs.4,014 and Rs.3,441 re-
spectively.= The price of gold 
in the international market 
decreased by $7 to $3,365 
from $3,372 whereas that of 
silver decreased by $0.73 to 
$38.30 from $39.03, the As-
sociation reported.—APP

Rupee gains 
05 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD:The Rupee on 
Tuesday appreciated by 05 
paisa against the US Dollar 
in the interbank trading and 
closed at Rs 284.66 against 
the previous day’s closing of 
Rs 284.71. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Association 
of Pakistan (FAP), the buying 
and selling rates of the dollar 
in the open market stood 
at Rs287.50 and Rs288, re-
spectively. The price of the 
Euro decreased by 01 paisa 
to close at Rs 332.73 against 
the last day’s closing of Rs 
332.74, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). 
The Japanese yen decreased 
by 01 paisa and closed at Rs 
1.92, whereas a decline of 
Rs 1.22 was witnessed in the 
exchange rate of the British 
Pound, which was traded at 
Rs 382.79 compared to the 
previous day’s closing of Rs 
384.01. The exchange rates 
of the Emirates Dirham and 
the Saudi Riyal decreased by 
01 paisa each to close at Rs 
77.50 and Rs 75.90, respec-
tively.—APP

Most missing 
persons 

found after 
boat capsizes 
in Indonesia

PADANG, INDONESIA, 
:Most of the 11 people re-
ported missing after a boat 
capsized off Indonesia’s 
western island of Sumatra 
were rescued Tuesday, local 
authorities said, with some 
surviving by clinging on to 
pieces of the boat. Author-
ities had reported earlier 
Tuesday that 11 people 
were still missing after a 
boat carrying 18 capsized 
a day before, but rescue 
officials said 10 more were 
found. The vessel reported-
ly capsized around 11:00 am 
Monday as it sailed around 
the Mentawai islands, an ar-
chipelago off the west coast 
of Sumatra, the Mentawai 
search and rescue agen-
cy said. Rescuers are still 
searching for one person, 
and checking unconfirmed 
information they may have 
been sighted. “Seventeen 
(people) are confirmed 
safe,” Mentawai search and 
rescue agency head Rudi, 
who like many Indonesians 
goes by one name, told AFP 
Tuesday. “We are still con-
firming for the one person. 
The team is heading to the 
location.” Some of those 
rescued were wearing life 
jackets and some clung to 
pieces of the overturned 
boat, Rudi told reporters 
Tuesday.—APP

ICCI urges 
further cuts 

in power 
tariffs 

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) has 
urged the government to 
further reduce power tariffs 
in order to strengthen Pa-
kistan’s industrial competi-
tiveness in global markets.
It urged that high energy 
costs have long been a ma-
jor barrier to productivity 
and growth in the country’s 
industrial sector, said a 
press release issued here 
Tuesday.
President Nasir Mansoor 
Qureshi, along with Sen-
ior Vice President Abdul 
Rehman Siddiqui and Vice 
President Nasir Mehmood 
Chaudhry, underscored the 
urgent need for a sustain-
able and industry-friendly 
energy policy, adding that 
without timely reforms, the 
private sector would contin-
ue to face serious challeng-
es in expanding and com-
peting internationally.
Over the years, elevated 
electricity prices have 
drastically eroded indus-
trial output and weakened 
our global market position, 
President Qureshi stated. 
“Now is the time to take 
bold, corrective measures 
to reverse this trend.
The ICCI leadership 
stressed the importance 
of stable and predictable 
electricity rates not only 
for industries but also for 
households, calling on the 
government to work hand-
in-hand with the business 
community to ensure long-
term affordability and relia-
bility in power supply.
They maintained that ac-
knowledging the private 
sector’s concerns and ad-
dressing them through 
practical, effective solu-
tions will help rejuvenate 
industrial activity, promote 
investment, and accelerate 
national economic pro-
gress. Reiterating ICCI’s 
commitment to being a con-
structive partner, the Cham-
ber’s leadership assured full 
cooperation with the govern-
ment in creating a conducive 
business environment that en-
ables sustainable growth and 
enhances Pakistan’s global 
economic standing.—APP

Divided Eu weighs action 
against Israel over Gaza war
Saar, speaking at a meeting in Brussels on Monday, was confident Israel would avoid further EU ac-
tion.“I’m sure not any of them will be adopted by the EU member states,” said the foreign minister. 

“There’s no justification whatsoever
BRUSSELS: EU for-
eign ministers on Tues-
day discussed options 
for action against Isra-
el over the war in Gaza 
— but looked unlikely 
to agree on any.
The bloc’s foreign pol-
icy chief Kaja Kallas 
has put forward 10 
potential steps after Is-
rael was found to have 
breached a coopera-
tion deal between the 
two sides on human 
rights grounds.
The measures range 
from suspending the 
entire accord or curb-
ing trade ties to sanc-

tioning Israeli minis-
ters, imposing an arms 
embargo and halting 
visa-free travel.
Despite growing an-
ger over the devas-
tation in Gaza, EU 
states remain divided 
over how to tackle 
Israel and diplomats 
say there appears to 
be no critical mass for 
any move.
“I can’t predict how 
the discussion will 
go,” Kallas said, 
ahead of the foreign 
ministers’ talks in 
Brussels.
She said the main fo-

cus would likely be on 
how the EU could lev-
erage improvements 
to the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza.
That comes after 
Kallas on Thursday 
announced a deal 
with Israel’s Foreign 
Minister Gideon Saar, 
to open more entry 
points and allow in 
more food.
Gaza’s two million 
residents face dire hu-
manitarian conditions 
as Israel has severely 
limited aid during its 
war with Palestinian 
militant group Hamas.

“We see some positive 
signs when it comes 
to border crossings 
open, we see some 
positive signs of them 
reconstructing the 
electricity lines, pro-
viding water, also more 
trucks of humanitarian 
aid coming in,” Kallas 
said Monday. But she 
said the situation in 
Gaza remained “cata-
strophic.”“Of course, 
we need to see more 
in order to see real im-
provement for the peo-
ple on the ground,” she 
said. VSaar, speaking at 
a meeting in Brussels 

on Monday, was confi-
dent Israel would avoid 
further EU action. “I’m 
sure not any of them 
will be adopted by the 
EU member states,” 
said the foreign minis-
ter. “There’s no justifi-
cation whatsoever.”
While the EU appears 
unable to take further 
moves against Isra-
el, just getting to this 
stage has been a con-
siderable step.
The bloc only agreed 
to review the cooper-
ation deal after Israel 
relaunched military 
operations in Gaza fol-

lowing the collapse of a 
ceasefire in March.
Until then deep divi-
sions between coun-
tries backing Israel and 
those more favorable 
to the Palestinians had 
hamstrung any move.
In a sign of that, Hun-
gary looked likely to 
maintain a block on 
more sanctions on 
Israeli settlers in the 
West Bank despite 
French minister Jean-
Noel Barrot making a 
fresh plea for action.
The war was sparked 
by Hamas’s October 
7, 2023 attack on Isra-

el, which led to 1,219 
deaths, most of them 
civilians, according to an 
AFP tally based on offi-
cial figures.
Of 251 people taken 
hostage by Hamas, 49 
are still held in Gaza, 
including 27 the Israeli 
military says are dead.
Hamas-run Gaza’s 
health ministry says 
that at least 58,386 
Palestinians, most of 
them civilians, have 
been killed in Israel’s 
retaliatory campaign. 
The UN considers 
those figures relia-
ble.—Agencies 
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sNGpL, RCCI discuss 
key initiatives for 

business community
Rawalpindi: A high-level delegation from Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL) visited the Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industr y (RCCI) 
to discuss key initiatives aimed at improving gas supply, infrastructure, and 
customer service for the business community in the region.During the visit, 
it was announced that a dedicated SNGPL Help Desk will  be established at 
RCCI to facil itate the business community and provide real -time support 
and guidance. The delegation also shared that work has commenced on a ma-
jor project to supply an additional 100 MMCFD (Million Cubic Feet per Day) 
of gas to Rawalpindi, which will help mitigate low gas pressure and load-shed-
ding issues during the winter season. The officials confirmed that the segre-
gation of gas supply lines for Rawalpindi and Islamabad has been successfully 
completed, improving distribution efficiency. Notably, SNGPL has significantly 
reduced its gas losses from 13% to 5%, and customer service delivery is being 
further enhanced.
The SNGPL delegation included: Saqib Arbab, Deputy Managing Director (Op-
erations), Faisal Iqbal, Deputy Managing Director (Services), Taj Ali Khan, 
Senior General Manager (Distribution North), and Masum Abrar, General Man-
ager, Rawalpindi Region. The meeting was chaired by RCCI Acting President 
Khalid Farooq Qazi, with Group Leader Sohail Altaf and Vice President Fahad 
Barlas also in attendance. Members of the Executive Committee, represent-
atives of the trader community, and other chamber members were present 
as well. SNGPL officials provided a comprehensive briefing on ongoing and 
upcoming projects aimed at addressing gas shortages, low pressure, and the 
issuance of domestic and commercial connections. To enhance transparency 
and communication, regular awareness sessions will be held for consumers. 
The delegation also revealed that SNGPL is undertaking a major upgrade of 
gas meters to monitor leakage, supply pressure, and improve overall efficiency. 
A new project has also been initiated to tackle issues such as pipeline dete-
rioration, leakage, EVS meter malfunctions, and overbilling. Additionally, the 
SNGPL team announced plans to visit the Rawat Industrial Estate to conduct 
a survey and assess the feasibility of establishing a help desk there as well.
During the meeting, RCCI members raised concerns regarding low pressure, 
delayed industrial connections, and service issues, to which the SNGPL offi-
cials assured timely resolution, improved coordination, and consistent stake-
holder engagement moving forward.—DNA

Tanveer chairs 
meeting to ensure 

sugar price 
stabilization

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Food Security 
& Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain on Tuesday said 
that the government is fully committed for providing 
relief to the public. He said that all possible measures 
are being taken to ensure the availability of sugar at 
affordable prices.
He further emphasized that strict implementation 
of the retail price will be ensured and hoarding or 
profiteering will not be tolerated. He stated this while 
chairing a meeting with the Pakistan Sugar Mills As-
sociation (PSMA) to address the implementation of 
the government-notified ex-mill price of sugar and 
ensure its smooth availability in the market. The 
meeting was attended by the Chairman and senior 
members of PSMA, along with senior officials of the 
ministry. During the meeting, detailed deliberations 
were held on the enforcement of the ex-mill sugar 
price and steps needed to ensure immediate and un-
interrupted supply of sugar across the country. The 
association appreciated the government’s decision 
and assured its full cooperation in stabilizing pric-
es. The Pakistan Sugar Mills Association agreed to 
supply sugar at the ex-mill price of Rs. 165 per kg. 
It was mutually agreed that the impact of the price 
reduction would start ref lecting in the retail mar-
ket within the next two to three days. Speaking on 
the occasion, Rana Tanveer Hussain further empha-
sized that strict implementation of the retail price 
will be ensured and hoarding or profiteering will 
not be tolerated. The Minister highlighted that an 
effective mechanism has been devised to curb arti-
ficial price hikes and ensure consistent supply. He 
reiterated that public interest remains the top pri-
ority of the government and that the ministry will 
continue to work in close coordination with the 
sugar industr y to maintain price stabilit y.—DNA

Lebanon’s worst 
drought on record 

drains largest reservoir
QARAOUN, Lebanon: Water levels at Lebanon’s largest res-
ervoir on the Litani River have fallen to historic lows amid 
what experts describe as the country’s worst drought on 
record, threatening agriculture, electricity production, 
and domestic water supplies.The Litani River Nation-
al Authority said inflows to Lake Qaraoun during this 
year’s wet season did not exceed 45 million cubic me-
ters, a fraction of the 350 million cubic meters annual 
average. Last year, the figure stood at 230 million. The 
water currently available in Lake Qaraoun — around 61 
million cubic meters — was unusable due to severe pollu-
tion, the authority said. “There were dry years in 1989, 
1990 and 1991, but this year is the driest,” said Sami 
Alawieh, head of the river authority. “We are facing a wa-
ter scarcity problem across all Lebanese territories and 
water basins.” Drone footage of Lake Qaraoun shows a 
dramatically receded shoreline, exposing cracked earth 
and dead vegetation. Lebanon’s hydroelectric plants tied 
to the Litani basin have been shut down, Alawieh said, 
causing financial losses and intensifying electricity ra-
tioning by Electricite du Liban. “We have two factors: 
the decline in rainfall and the pressure on groundwater,” 
he said. A study by the authority found climate warming 
and shifting weather patterns have contributed to more 
frequent dry seasons and higher temperatures, exacer-
bating soil moisture loss and reducing the recharging 
of groundwater reservoirs. The state utility has slashed 
supply in some areas from 20 hours a day to as little 
as 10. In the fertile area around Qaraoun village, in the 
Bekaa Valley, farmers were already feeling the impact. “I 
have never seen such drought or scarcity of rain as this 
year,” said Safa Issa. “We used to get snow up to a meter 
high. Now, it’s been 10 years since we’ve seen any.” The strain 
has been compounded by erratic supply of electricity needed 
to run irrigation systems.—APP

LoNDoN: At the historic House of Commons in London, Federal minister for Commerce Jam ka-
mal khan presents a box of premium pakistani mangoes to uk prime minister’s Trade Envoy mo-
hammad yasin mp as a gesture of goodwill and a symbol of pakistan’s rich agricultural heritage.

Japan’s ruling 
coalition 

seen losing 
upper house 

majority
TOKYO: Japan’s ruling co-
alition will likely lose its 
majority in the upper house 
election on July 20, the Asa-
hi newspaper said on Tues-
day, heightening the risk 
of political instability at a 
time the country struggles 
to strike a trade deal with 
the US
Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba’s ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party (LDP) and its 
coalition partner Komeito 
will likely struggle to re-
tain the 50 seats needed to 
defend its majority in the 
upper house of parliament, 
the Asahi said.
The LDP will likely win just 
around 35 seats, the paper 
said. The LDP currently 
hold 52 seats.
Asahi said its report was 
based on phone and In-
ternet surveys conducted 
on voters July 13-14, as 
well as research nation-
wide by the newspaper’s 
journalists. Ishiba’s ad-
ministration has seen 
approval ratings slide as 
the rising cost of living, 
including the soaring price 
of Japan’s staple rice, hit 
households. —APP
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Pak digital growth
ADB highlights roadmap 

for economic growth
Digital transformation holds the key for Pakistan to 
leap forward, adding that technologies like mobile 

banking and digital payments could significantly boost 
financial inclusion and entrepreneurship, particularly 

among underserved and rural populations

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ambitious digital transformation 
agenda has the potential to redefine its economic and so-
cial trajectory, according to a recent report by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB).  “By harnessing digital tech-
nologies, the government can drive sustainable economic 
growth, increase the tax-to-gross domestic product (GDP) 
ratio, grow exports, boost foreign direct investment, en-
hance social services, and improve governance, all while 
reducing costs and increasing efficiency,” the report “Pa-
kistan’s Digital Ecosystem A Diagnostic Report” says.
The ADB emphasizes that Pakistan can bypass tradi-
tional stages of socioeconomic development by fully 
leveraging digital innovations. These technologies, 
it notes, are key to boosting GDP, increasing ex-
ports, attracting foreign investment, and enhancing 
service delivery — all while reducing public sector 
costs and improving efficiency.
According to the report, digital transformation holds the 
key for Pakistan to leap forward, adding that technolo-
gies like mobile banking and digital payments could sig-
nificantly boost financial inclusion and entrepreneurship, 
particularly among underserved and rural populations.
The report also highlights the transformative impact 
of digitalization beyond the tech sector. In agriculture, 
manufacturing, and services, digital tools are enabling in-
creased productivity and innovation. These shifts are not 
only creating new business opportunities but also gener-
ating jobs across the broader economy. – DNA

saiFullah ansar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, accompanied by Minister of 
State for Finance Bilal Azhar Kayani, Governor State Bank of 
Pakistan, and senior officials from the Finance Division, Reve-
nue Division, and other relevant Ministries, held a virtual en-
gagement with Moody’s Rating Agency today at the Finance 
Division to provide an in-depth briefing on Pakistan’s macroe-
conomic outlook, reform agenda, and financial stability.
During the session, the Finance Minister apprised the 
Moody’s team of the significant strides Pakistan has made 
in stabilizing its economy and laying the foundations for 
sustainable and inclusive growth. He underlined the suc-
cessful completion of the final IMF review under the Stand-
By Arrangement, including the disbursement of the second 
tranche and progress under the Resilience and Sustaina-
bility Facility (RSF), as key milestones that have restored 
confidence in Pakistan’s economic management.
The Minister highlighted a series of structural reforms under-
taken by the government to anchor long-term stability. These 
included prudent fiscal measures in the recently announced 
budget, tariff and trade liberalization geared towards export-led 
growth, and concerted efforts to rationalize expenditure. The 
ongoing discussions with the United States on preferential tariff 
access were also noted as making encouraging headway.

The meeting further outlined Pakistan’s re-engagement 
with global financial markets, including the successful ar-
rangement of $1 billion in commercial financing from the 
Middle Eastern region, plans for an inaugural Panda bond, 
and Pakistan’s intent to explore the Eurobond and other 
international debt markets as credit ratings improve.
Minister Aurangzeb and his team presented compelling 
evidence of macroeconomic recovery, including a sharp 
reduction in inflation, a cut in the policy rate, stabili-
zation of the exchange rate, a current account surplus, 
and a surge in foreign exchange reserves—crossing $14 
billion by the end of June. Improvements in remittance 
inflows and export performance were also cited as signs 
of resilience and renewed investor confidence.
The Moody’s team was provided a comprehensive over-
view of Pakistan’s reform journey, with a particular em-
phasis on improving the tax-to-GDP ratio through tech-
nology-driven tax administration reforms, digitization of 
systems, and robust enforcement measures. 
The Minister emphasized that under the direct oversight of 
the Prime Minister—who chairs regular meetings on tax re-
form—the government was implementing measures to ex-
pand the tax base, plug leakages, and enhance compliance. 
He noted that the Rs. 2 trillion revenue delta achieved this 
year had come through autonomous efforts, and the gov-
ernment was firmly committed to reaching a tax-to-GDP 
target of 13 to 13.5 percent in the next few years.

Finance Minister briefs Moody’s 
on Pakistan’s stabilizing economy

During the session, the Finance Minister apprised the Moody’s team 
of the significant strides Pakistan has made in stabilizing its economy 

and laying the foundations for sustainable and inclusive growth

briefs
Heavy rains, 

lightning 
kill 6 KP

Dna
PESHAWAR: At least six 
people lost their lives in 
various districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) over 
the past 24 hours due to 
heavy rains and lightning 
strikes, according to a re-
port released by the Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA).
The fatalities include a 
man, a woman, and four 
children, with incidents re-
ported from Bajaur, Kohat, 
Malakand, and Khyber dis-
tricts. One child was also 
injured, while three houses 
sustained partial damage 
due to the severe weather.
The PDMA has directed lo-
cal district administrations 
to provide immediate relief 
to affected families and en-
sure the best possible medi-
cal care for the injured.
The authority warned that 
the monsoon rains are ex-
pected to continue until 
July 17, urging citizens 
and officials to take pre-
cautionary measures.
Meanwhile, the National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) has issued 
a fresh alert for potential 
flash floods in various re-
gions of KP. The alert warns 
that continuous rainfall may 
cause rivers and streams to 
overflow, increasing the 
risk of flooding.
The report further high-
lighted the possibility of 
urban flooding in cities 
and landslides in moun-
tainous areas. Strong 
winds and hailstorms may 
also damage power infra-
structure, the alert added.

Texas flood 
death toll rises 
to 131 as new 
storms loom

TEXAS: The official tally of 
storm-related deaths across 
Texas rose to 131 as author-
ities warned of yet another 
round of heavy rains 10 
days after a Hill Country 
flash flood that trans-
formed Guadalupe River 
into a killer torrent.
A National Weather Ser-
vice flood watch forecast-
ing heavy downpours of up 
to half a foot of rain was 
posted until Tuesday morn-
ing for a wide swath of cen-
tral Texas extending from 
the Rio Grande east to San 
Antonio and Austin.
Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott on Monday said 
storms had claimed at least 
131 lives in Texas since 
4th July, the bulk of those 
deaths in and around Ker-
rville, up from 120 report-
ed on Friday. He said 97 
people were still listed as 
missing in the greater Ker-
rville area, down from the 
160-plus who authorities 
said were unaccounted for 
last week. – Agencies

PA speaker 
‘halts’ action 

against 
Opp. MPs

aBiD raza
 

LAHORE: Punjab Assembly 
Speaker Malik Ahmad Khan 
has paused further action 
against 26 suspended op-
position lawmakers — 10 of 
whom were also fined for 
disorderly conduct — gov-
ernment sources told Geo 
News on Tuesday.
The PA speaker ordered 
the assembly’s secretariat 
and government members 
to stop further proceedings 
against the 10 opposition 
lawmakers until the ongo-
ing negotiations yield re-
sults, the sources revealed.
Earlier this month, the 
speaker had filed the disqual-
ification reference with ECP 
against 26 MPAs over ruck-
us, sloganeering, shouting 
and tearing of documents in 
the house during the budget 
session. The sources also 
said that the process of re-
covering fines and deduct-
ing their salaries to receive 
the penalty amount has also 
been put on hold. It is note-
worthy to mention here that 
fines worth over Rs2 million 
had been imposed on the 
MPAs over alleged vandal-
ism in the Punjab Assembly.
Furthermore, no-confidence 
motions aimed at removing 
nine chairpersons of the com-
mittees belonging to the oppo-
sition have also been stopped. 

Indonesian minister lauds pak 
Army role in fight against terror
Minister of Defence of Indonesia appreciated the role of Pakistan 

Army in fight against terrorism and reaffirmed Indonesia's 
commitment to enhancing defence relations with Pakistan

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Lieutenant General Sjafrie 
Sjamsoeddin (Retd), Minister of Defence of 
Indonesia leading a delegation comprising 
representatives from various services and 
intelligence agencies called on the Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army 
Staff at General Headquarters on Tuesday .
During the meeting both sides exchanged 
views on bilateral defence collaboration, 
regional security dynamics and avenues to 
further strengthen military ties. The meet-
ing underscored the longstanding friend-
ship and cooperation between the two 
countries. Field Marshal highlighted the 
importance of mutual cooperation in main-
taining peace and stability in the region.
Minister of Defence of Indonesia appreciated 
the role of Pakistan Army in fight against terror-
ism and reaffirmed Indonesia’s commitment 
to enhancing defence relations with Pakistan.
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KSE-100 continues record-breaking 
rally to cross 137,000 mark

Benchmark KSE-100 Index climbs to intraday high of 137,727.63 points

nazir siyal

KARACHI: The Pakistan Stock Ex-
change continued its record-breaking 
rally on Tuesday on positive investor 
sentiment, improved economic out-
look and aggressive buying by local 
funds. The benchmark KSE-100 In-
dex climbed to an intraday high of 
137,727.63, gaining 1225.1 points, 
or 0.89%, while touching a low of 
136,498.16. The equity market rally 
is driven by a surge in workers' re-
mittances, robust auto sales, and im-
proved foreign exchange reserves.
Mohammad Sohail, the CEO of 
Topline Securities, said aggressive 
buying by local funds have resulted 
in index touching new all-time high 
of 137,000. “This recent rally is led 
by banking stocks as investors feel 

that banks dividend payout will re-
main attractive,” he added.
"There seems to be consolidation post 
a super sharp rally but fundamentals 
remain intact for a bull rally. All eyes 
on earnings season now," said econo-
mist and expert AAH Soomro.
Pakistan received its highest-ever an-
nual workers' remittances, totalling 
$38.3 billion for FY25, up 27% year-
on-year (YoY). June alone saw inflows 
of $3.4 billion, an 8.0% increase com-
pared to the same month last year. 
This inflow significantly strengthened 
the country’s external position, lifting 
investor confidence.
Additionally, the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) reported that its foreign 
exchange reserves jumped by $1.8 
billion week-on-week to reach $14.5 
billion for the week ended July 4, 
marking a 39-month high.

With commercial bank reserves in-
cluded, the country’s total foreign 
reserves have now crossed the $20 
billion mark for the first time in three 
years. Analysts anticipate continued 
positive sentiment this week, backed 
by record-breaking remittances, ele-
vated foreign exchange reserves, and 
improved macroeconomic indicators.
Investor focus will likely remain on 
corporate earnings, the planned Panda 
bond issuance, and further develop-
ments on foreign funding and debt man-
agement. A day earlier, Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb hinted at the 
possibility of an interest rate cut, saying 
there is space for monetary easing but 
the final decision lies with the SBP. The 
SBP, in its last meeting, held the key 
policy rate steady at 11%, citing infla-
tionary risks and external uncertainties 
triggered by the Iran-Israel conflict.

PIA's privatisation 
likely to be finalized 
in 2-3 months: source
EOIs submitted by four bidders 
cleared by scrutiny committee  

to proceed to due diligence

news Desik

ISLAMABAD: The federal government is aiming to finalise 
the privatisation of loss-making national carrier, Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA), within next two to three months as 
the process is entering its advanced stages., . The expressions 
of interest (EOIs) for the iconic Roosevelt Hotel in New York 
are set to be invited in August while the financial adviser for 
the hotel is finalising the transaction structure. So far, five par-
ties have submitted the EOIs for the airline, with four cleared 
by the scrutiny committee to proceed to due diligence. These 
shortlisted bidders were granted access to PIA's financial ac-
counts and operational data from today (Tuesday).
Privatisation Commission Secretary Usman Bajwa briefed 
the National Assembly's Standing Committee on Privatisa-
tion, which was chaired by MNA Dr Farooq Sattar on Mon-
day. The government aims to complete PIA's privatisation 
by the final quarter of 2025, but Bajwa stressed that no 
decision would be made until investors are fully satisfied. 
"The winning bidder will be required to expand PIA’s fleet 
from the current 19 aircraft to at least 45," he said.
The chairman of the panel and its members emphasised 
job security for PIA employees, calling for a three-to-five-
year employment guarantee. "The well-being of the em-
ployees must remain a priority," he said. Bajwa reassured 
lawmakers that employee protection is being factored into 
the privatisation deal, noting that the airline's workforce 
has already been rationalised from 11,000 to 6,000. 

Journalists body 
urges SC to 

review Peca law
IFJ general secretary highlights issue 

of legal harassment, defamation, 
threats and arrests in letter to CJP

ISLAMABAD: The International Federation of Journalists 
(IFJ) has requested the Supreme Court (SC) to review the 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca) legislation and 
issue necessary directions to the government to amend 
the Act in consultation with the Pakistan Federal Union 
of Journalists (PFUJ) and other relevant forums and me-
dia stakeholders. The IFJ, the world's largest organisation 
of journalists representing over 600,000 members in 142 
countries, has expressed concern for journalists and me-
dia workers in Pakistan amid the current political, eco-
nomic, social crisis, and newly legislated Prevention of 
Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act (Peca). In a letter 
addressed to Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice 
Yahya Afridi, IFJ General Secretary Anthony Bellanger 
has sought swift action to address this critical situation 
for Pakistan's media and protect press freedom as guar-
anteed in Article 19 of the country's Constitution.

Mohsin Naqvi meets 
Iranian President

Says Iranian nation stood firm against aggression
ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi held an important meeting with 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian. During the meeting, matters of mutual inter-
est, Pakistan-Iran relations, and bilateral cooperation were discussed in detail. Mohsin 
Naqvi congratulated President Pezeshkian on Iran’s great victory in the war. Mohsin 
Naqvi stated that the Iranian Supreme Leader and the entire nation stood firmly against 
aggression. He added that the prudent leadership and excellent strategy of Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei played a decisive role in the war, which is a source of pride 
for the Muslim Ummah. He said that Pakistan strongly condemned the attack on Iran at 
every forum,  the Pakistani Parliament was the first to pass a resolution condemning the 
imposition of war on Iran and supported Iran’s legitimate right to self-defense.  – DNA

Court frees 
man who 

cursed CM 
Punjab

 
DNA

LAHORE: A Lahore ses-
sions court on Tuesday 
discharged an elderly man 
named Muhammad Sajid, 
involved in recently using 
inappropriate language 
against the Punjab chief 
minister in a viral video, in 
a case dating back to 2024.
A few days ago, a video of 
Sajid riding a motorcycle in 
the rain went viral on social 
media, in which he could 
be heard using abusive 
language against the chief 
minister. A sessions court 
on Monday sought a reply 
from Johar Town police on 
a habeas corpus petition 
seeking his recovery. Sa-
jid’s son Muhammad Umar 
had filed the petition for the 
recovery of his father.
According to the court 
order, a copy of which is 
available with Dawn.com, 
“No incriminating evidence 
is present against the ac-
cused person to be sent to 
judicial remand. “Hence, 
the request of the investi-
gating officer (IO) has been 
turned down, the accused 
person is discharged from 
the instant case … first in-
formation report, and the 
IO is ordered to release the 
person forthwith”.
The Lahore court dis-
charged Sajid after he was 
nominated in a June 2024 
case filed by the Green 
Town police station. Po-
lice subsequently released 
the senior citizen from 
handcuffs. Police had ar-
rested the citizen on July 
14, according to a request 
for his judicial remand and 
presented him in the Mod-
el Town court today. The 
accused’s counsel, Advo-
cate Noman Sarwar Dogar, 
argued that his client had 
been wrongfully nominat-
ed in the 2024 FIR by the 
police. The court observed 
in its order that all the facts 
and circumstances of the 
case create doubt in the po-
lice’s version of events.


