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May 9 riots cases

Qureshi acquitted;
other PTI leaders
get heavy sentences

The verdict has sparked a new wave of political
debate across the country, with many questioning
the apparent disparity in judicial outcomes for
different leaders linked to the same series of events

Starr REporT / DNA

LAHORE: In a major development in the ongoing legal pro-
ceedings against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders,
the court on Monday acquitted former foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi in 2 cases related to the May 9 in-
cidents. However, other prominent PTI figures were not as

fortunate. Former Punjab minister Mahmood-ur-Rashid and

former federal minister Sarfraz Cheema were each handed
10-year prison sentences, while PTI leaders Alia Hamza
and Sanam Javed were sentenced to 5 years each.

The verdict has sparked a new wave of political debate across
the country, with many questioning the apparent disparity
in judicial outcomes for different leaders linked to the same

series of events. The acquittal of Qureshi, a senior PTI figure
and two-time foreign minister, has given rise to speculation
that a “deal” may have been reached with the establishment

— a claim widely discussed in political circles though official-
ly unacknowledged. Observers note that Qureshi has been
acquitted in multiple cases in recent months, fuelling pre-
dictions that he may soon be allowed to walk free entirely.

Meanwhile, the harsh punishments for those perceived as
“non-compromising” leaders have amplified concerns over
selective justice. Both Mahmood-ur-Rashid and Sarfraz
Cheema have been vocal in their criticism of the government
and have refused to distance themselves from PTI’s core po-
litical narrative. Likewise, Alia Hamza and Sanam Javed have
been known for their staunch party loyalty and outspoken
stance against what they term as “political victimisation.”
This pattern has led to growing unease among political

PTI asked to
delay August 14
demonstrations

PM adviser’s remarks follow
PTI founder’s call for party
supporters to “take to the
streets in full force”

Continued on Page 06
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Peace accord
PM greets

Azerbaijan
President

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD:  President
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
has telephoned Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and expressed deep
appreciation for Pakistan’s
longstanding and consist-
ent support to Azerbaijan
on the Karabakh issue.

The Prime Minister con-
veyed warm felicitations
to President Aliyev and
the people of Azerbaijan
on their country’s histor-
ic Peace Agreement with
Armenia. He lauded the
visionary role of President
ITham Aliyev in bringing the
three decades-old conflict
between Azerbaijan and
Armenia to a peaceful and
mutually beneficial end that
will usher in a new era of
prosperity for the region.
The Prime Minister said it
has always been a matter
of duty for the people of
Pakistan to extend their
support to their Azerbaija-
ni brothers and sisters on
this core issue. He said it is
heartening to note that, un-
der President Aliyev’s bold
leadership and statesman-
ship, peace has finally been
established in this region.
Shehbaz Sharif particularly
appreciated the role played
by US President Donald
Trump in facilitating this
historic deal. He also men-
tioned the positive role of
Donald Trump in ending
the recent Indo-Pak war and
appreciated him as peace
maker across the globe.
President Aliyev expressed
deep appreciation for Paki-
stan’s longstanding and con-
sistent support to Azerbai-
jan on the Karabakh issue.

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister’s Adviser on Politi-
cal Affairs Rana Sanaullah has urged the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leadership to reschedule
its planned nationwide protest, saying occasions
should unite the nation rather than become a day
of political confrontation.
should be a time for the entire nation to celebrate
together, not a day of political confrontation,”
the PM’s aide said, speaking on Geo News’s pro-
gramme Naya Pakistan with Shahzad Igbal. His
remarks came after a post from PTI founder and
former prime minister Imran Khan’s X account
on August 6, calling on supporters to “take to

“Independence Day

Continued on Page 06

Diplomatic success?

(Govt hails Hague court’s

award on Indus Water

India in April held the IWT in abeyance
following the attack in occupied Kashmir’s
Pahalgam that killed 26 — an incident New

Delhi blamed on Islamabad without evidence

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The federal government
on Monday welcomed the decision by the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in
The Hague to issue an “Award on Issues of
General Interpretation of the Indus Waters
Treaty IWT)” in the Indus Waters case,
stating that India must generally “let flow”
the waters of the western rivers for Paki-
stan’s “unrestricted use”.

India in April held the IWT in abeyance
following the attack in occupied Kashmir’s
Pahalgam that killed 26 — an incident New
Delhi blamed on Islamabad without evi-
dence. Pakistan termed any attempt to sus-
pend its water share an “act of war”, noting
the IWT had no provision for unilateral
suspension. It later said it was considering
court action, citing a violation of the 1969
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.
A supplemental award by the PCA in June
held that India could not unilaterally hold

the treaty in abeyance. India, in response,
said it did not recognise the court or its de-
cisions. A press release issued today by the
PCA said it rendered an award on Friday in
an arbitration initiated by Pakistan against
India on August 19, 2016, pursuant to Arti-
cle IX and Annexure G to the IWT.

“This arbitration concerns the interpreta-
tion and application of the IWT to certain
design elements of the run-ofriver hy-
dro-electric plants that India is permitted
by the treaty to construct on the tributaries
of the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab Rivers.”
Regarding the overall approach to Article 3
(provisions regarding western rivers) of the
IWT, the award said: “The general rule is
that India shall ‘let flow’ the waters of the
western rivers for Pakistan’s unrestricted
use. “There are certain specified excep-
tions to this rule, including in relation to
the generation of hydroelectric power, but
these exceptions must be strictly construed:

Continued on Page 06

‘Uoter fraud’: Indian police
detain Rahul, Priyanka

Indian opposition leader was leading a protest
march towards ECI office in New Delhi

NEws DEsSkK

NEW DELHI: Indian Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and other opposition leaders were
detained by New Delhi Police during their
protest march against the Election Commis-
sion of India’s (ECI) office over “voter fraud”
allegations, according to Indian media. Apart
from Rahul and his sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, the New Delhi Police detained several
opposition members of parliament (MPs).
“This fight is not political... it is to save the
Constitution. The fight is for ‘one person,
one vote,”” NDTV reported Rahul as saying
while being shifted by the police.
Confirming the opposition leaders’ deten-
tion, Joint Commissioner of Police Deepak
Purohit said that the politicians had been
taken to a nearby police station. The police
officer, citing reasons behind their deten-
tion, said that the opposition lacked the nec-
essary permission to hold a protest of such
scale and that only 30 MPs were allowed to

Continued on Page 06

Trump’s tariffs
spark calls to boycott
American goods

DNA

NEW DELHI: US-based multination-
als are facing boycott calls in India
as business executives and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s support-
ers stoke anti-American sentiment
to protest against US tariffs. India,
the world’s most populous nation, is
a key market for American brands
that have rapidly expanded to target
a growing base of affluent consum-
ers, many of whom remain infatuat-
ed with international labels seen as
symbols of moving up in life. India, for
example, is the biggest market by us-
ers for Meta’s WhatsApp and a popular

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari, along with ministers and heads of minority communities,
cuts a cake at Aiwan-e-Sadr on 11 August 2025 to celebrate National Minorities Day.
First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari is also present. — DNA

Alr India to

stop Delhi-

Washington
services

Decision taken due
to aircraft shortage
and closure of
Pakistan’s airspace

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Air India
said on Monday it would
stop services between the
capital cities of India and
the US from September
1, citing aircraft shortage
due to the planned up-
grades to its aging Boeing
planes and the closure of
Pakistan’s airspace.

The suspension of servic-
es between New Delhi and
Washington, DC, marks the
latest setback for Air India,
which is facing heightened
regulatory scrutiny after a
June crash in Ahmedabad
killed 260 people. The
planned shortfall in Air In-
dia’s fleet and continued clo-
sure of airspace over Pakistan
have impacted the airline’s

Continued on Page 06
2nd phase
of Hajj
applications

MEenTAB PirRzaDA

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony has opened
the second phase of re-
ceiving Haj applications for
2026, which will be accept-
ed from August 11 to Au-
gust 16, state-run Radio Pa-
kistan reported on Monday.
On Saturday, the ministry
successfully completed the
first phase for Haj next
year, receiving more than
71,000 application submis-
sions through its online por-
tal and designated banks,
the ministry’s spokesper-
son Muhammad Umar Butt
said in a statement. “In
the second phase, which
will continue till Saturday,

Continued on Page 06

After airstrikes

Pakistan calls
for Israel's
accountability

Reaffirms unwavering solidarity with Palestinian
people during period of profound suffering

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday strong-
ly condemns the recent airstrike by Israeli
occupying forces in Gaza, which tragically
resulted in the loss of numerous civilian
lives. The Foreign Office, in a statement,
said: “Pakistan extends its deepest condo-
lences to the families of the victims and
reaffirms its unwavering solidarity with
the Palestinian people during this period of
profound suffering.” Slamming Israel, FO
spokesperson Shafqat Ali Khan said that
the egregious attack constituted yet anoth-
er serious violation of international human-
itarian and human rights law, underscoring
the scale and severity of the crimes perpe-
trated by the occupying power.

It added that the Pakistani government
called upon the international community
to take immediate and decisive action to
end Israeli impunity, ensure the protec-
tion of civilians, and hold Israel accounta-
ble for its actions. Pakistan reiterated its

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan rejects
Indian ministry
remarks

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday
strongly rejected what it termed as
“immature remarks” made by India’s
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) re-
garding the statements attributed to
Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff.

In a sharply worded response, the
Foreign Office Spokesperson accused
New Delhi of having a “chronic ten-
dency” to distort facts and twist state-
ments out of context. The spokesper-
son dismissed India’s narrative of
“nuclear blackmail” as a “misleading
and self-serving construct,” stressing
that Pakistan remains firmly opposed
to the use or threat of use of force.

Continued on Page 06

PDMA issues flood
advisory as Punjab

braces for 7th spell

Disaster management authority says fresh
spell of rains to hit province from August 13

ABID LATEEF

ISLAMABAD: The Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) of Pun-
jab on Monday issued a flood advisory as
the province braces for a seventh spell of
monsoon rains from August 13.

In its advisory, the PDMA said that a fresh
monsoon spell is likely to cause rising wa-
ter levels in major rivers, including the
Sutlej, Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum, as well
as their adjoining streams and tributaries.

The PDMA warned of flooding in low-ly-
ing and riverine areas due to expected
heavy rainfall. Commissioners, deputy
commissioners, and all relevant depart-
ments have been instructed to remain on
high alert, the advisory read. Meanwhile,
Punjab PDMA Irfan Ali Kathia has urged
local authorities to ensure the evacuation
of residents and livestock from riverbanks.
He also reminded the public that swim-
ming in rivers, canals, and water bodies is

Continued on Page 06
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Chehlum
of Imam
Hussain
Section 144
imposed in 13
KP districts

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Home De-
partment has imposed Sec-
tion 144 in 13 districts of
the province in connection
with the observance of Che-
hlum of Imam Hussain (AS)
to maintain law and order,
said a notification issued
here on Monday. According
to the Home Department,
the districts where Section
144 will remain in force in-
clude Kohat, Hangu, Bannu,
Tank, Dera Ismail Khan, Ab-
bottabad, Mansehra, Hari-
pur, Nowshera, Kurram,
Mardan, and Lakki Marwat.
The order will remain effec-
tive for one week.

Under Section 144, pillion
riding, wall chalking, and
hatred speeches have been
banned, along with gather-
ings of five or more people
in the mentioned districts.
The notification further
prohibits the display of
weapons, aerial firing, use
of blacktinted windows,
loudspeakers, fireworks,
and dissemination of objec-
tionable material.
Authorities  have  also
barred people from stand-
ing on rooftops along pro-
cession routes, restricted
the public movement of Af-
ghan nationals, and limited
the entry of outsiders into
these districts during the
enforcement period. - APP

Rs 2 billion
bailout for
QAU hailed

ISLAMABAD: The Academ-
ic Staff Association (ASA)
of Quaidi-Azam University
(QAU) expressed gratitude
to the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC), for
approving a Rs. 2 billion bail-
out package for the universi-
ty during its recent meeting,
chaired by Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Muhammad Aurangzeb.

Prof. Mazhar Igbal, Presi-
dent of the Federation of All
Pakistan Universities Ac-
ademic Staff Associations
(FAPUASA) and ASA-QAU,
noted that the higher educa-
tion recurring grant for uni-
versity salary expenses has
remained stagnant at Rs.
65 billion since 2018, said
a press release on Monday.
He further highlighted
that as the number of uni-
versities has grown, the
per-institution share has
decreased, exacerbating
financial pressures due to
government-mandated sal-
ary increases and a rising
number of pensioners.

Prof. Igbal hailed the bail-
out as a critical first step
in prioritizing higher edu-
cation and urged the gov-
ernment to extend similar
financial relief to other
older universities facing
similar challenges. Con-
sidering bailout package
as a short time solution,
the government needs to
increase share of universi-
ties in recurring grant by
adding the impact of annu-
al salary and pension in-
creases, he urged. - APP

Ban imposed

on Mishi Walk

in Rawalpindi:
Commission

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Engineer
Amir Khattak, while pre-
siding over the Divisional
Coordination =~ Committee
(DCC) meeting on Monday,
said that in view of security
concerns, the government
had imposed a ban on the
Mishi Walk. He directed the
police and administration to
ensure the implementation
of the ban on Arbaeen Walk
in all the five districts of the
Rawalpindi Division.

The meeting held here at
the Commissioner’s Office
was attended by Deputy
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Hassan Waqar Cheema, Ad-
ditional Commissioner Co-
ordination Syed Nazarat Ali
and heads of other relevant
departments. The deputy
commissioners of Chakwal,
Jhelum, Murree and Attock
participated through video
link. The meeting reviewed
the preparations, security
arrangements, and law and
order situation on the oc-
casion of Chehlum Imam
Hussain (AS). The Commis-
sioner directed that steps
be taken to prevent the
holding of Mishi Walk by
keeping close contact with
the peace committees of all
districts, religious scholars
and stakeholders. - APP
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MANDI BAHAUDDIN: Traditional wrestlers (Pehalwans) are in a

during annual Mela Baba Naadir Shah Kirmani Jakhar. — DNA

Zardari vows to work for welfare,
protection of minorities’ rights

Speaking on the occasion of National Minorities Day at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the heads of various minority
communities thanked President Asif Ali Zardari for his historic decision in 2009, during his first tenure
as President of Pakistan, to declare 11th August as National Minorities Day, to be observed each year

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari
has said that Pakistan’s minority communi-
ties are an essential and respected part of
society, and that their rights, freedoms, and
safety are fully protected under the Consti-
tution of Pakistan. He praised their valua-
ble contributions to the country’s strength
and progress, noting their important role
in national development. He made it clear
that the State stands determined against all
forms of discrimination, extremism, and vi-
olence, adding that such acts have no place
in society and will not be allowed to threat-

en national unity and integrity.

The President said the State has taken
practical measures to promote inclusion
and ensure equal opportunities for all.
These include separate seats for non-Mus-
lims in the Parliament and Provincial As-
semblies, a 5% quota in federal and provin-
cial government jobs, and scholarships for
minority students from the primary level to
higher and professional education.
Speaking on the occasion of National Mi-
norities Day at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the heads
of various minority communities thanked
President Asif Ali Zardari for his historic
decision in 2009, during his first tenure as
President of Pakistan, to declare 11th Au-

gust as National Minorities Day, to be ob-
served each year. They acknowledged this
initiative as a milestone in recognising their
contributions and upholding their rights.
He further assured the minority commu-
nities that their worship places, if pres-
ently under illegal occupation, would be
retrieved without delay. He said he would
ask the government to take steps to ensure
such places are immediately restored to
their rightful custodians.

He noted that the National Policy for Inter-
faith Harmony has been designed to pro-
mote religious tolerance, strengthen social
integration, and unite all religious commu-
nities as part of a cohesive national fabric.

The President said that our religion, Islam,
upholds peace, justice, and human digni-
ty — principles reflected in the Charter of
Madina, which granted equal rights to all
communities, including non-Muslims. He
added that Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah envisioned a Pakistan where every
citizen, regardless of religion, would enjoy
equal rights — a vision that continues to
guide state policies. Marking the signifi-
cance of the day, President Zardari called
for a collective resolve to build an inclusive
and stronger Pakistan where every citizen
enjoys equality, mutual respect, and legal
protection, and is empowered to contribute
meaningfully to the nation’s shared destiny.

Seminar on

India’s foreign policy
ambitions, domestic governance held

Huawei , HEC call for
strengthening long-

ISLAMABAD: Experts recommend
that Pakistan must assert its rights
under international law in response
to India’s actions related to the Indus
Waters Treaty To evaluate the BJP
government’s performance during the
first year of its third term, with a par-
ticular focus on how ‘Modi 3.0’ fared
on domestic socio-political, economic,
military, and foreign policy fronts, the
India Study Centre (ISC) at the Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) organised a Round Table today,
titled: “One Year of Modi 3.0 - India’s
Foreign Policy Ambitions and Domes-
tic Governance.”

The Round Table was attended by
senior diplomats, practitioners, ac-
ademics, think-tank experts, and
area specialists. Director General
ISSI Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
delivered welcome remarks. Of the
panellist, Dr. Raashid Wali Janjua
spoke on the internal dynamics of
Modi 3.0, while Ambassador Riffat

Masood covered the foreign policy
arena. The distinguished partici-
pants included former Foreign Min-
ister Ambassador Inam ul Haque.
During the course of discussion, it
was highlighted that since the begin-
ning of 2025, the BJP has incurred
losses in the internal political space,
while India lost considerable ground
in its international standing and im-
age. There is deepening polarization
in Indian society on political, social,
economic, ethnic, linguistic and re-
gional lines. The Waqf bill, migration
laws, and revision of voter lists in
states like Bihar indicated further
shrinking space for the Muslims. ‘Saf-
fronisation’ of key state institutions
- including the Planning Commission,
Election Commission, High Judiciary,
and the Armed forces - has been the
hallmark of the Modi era.

Experts also noted an ostensible
rift between the RSS and BJP on a
range of issues from appointment of

BJP party President, to PM Modi ap-
proaching the age of 75 years, to some
BJP segments’ clamour for a course
independent from Nagpur. In the
aftermath India-Pakistan conflict of
May 2025, PM Modi’s popularity has
declined, but he could probably man-
age the mounting challenges. Inter-
nally, India is coping with issues like
poverty, income inequality, and grow-
ing unemployment. In today’s India,
is witnessing creeping authoritarian-
ism and majoritarianism. Pluralism is
increasingly losing ground.

It was highlighted that in order to un-
derstand Indian policies, particularly
towards Pakistan, the Indian “mind-
set” needs to be understood first.
Experts pointed out that India never
accepted the creation of Pakistan and
the current BJP leadership believed
in the RSS fantasy of Akhand Bharat.
Mr. Modi’s disdain for Pakistan and
his expansionist designs are reflective
of this mindset. - APP

Kundi opens Azadi
Pakistan Solar Expo

standing partnership

ISLAMABAD: A delegation from Huawei met with the
Chairman, Higher Education Commission (HEC) Mr. Na-
deem Mahbub on Monday to discuss ongoing collabora-
tions and explore new avenues for advancing digital trans-
formation in Pakistan’s higher education sector.

The Huawei delegation included Mr. Yushaoning, Vice CEO of
Public Affairs; Mr. Pan Feng, Managing Director, Enterprise
Business Group (EBG); and Mr. Ali Raza, Account Director,
Education. During the meeting, Huawei highlighted its more
than 15-year partnership with HEC and its significant contri-
butions to the ongoing Higher Education Development in Pa-
kistan (HEDP) projects. The delegation also emphasized
Huawei's role in establishing ICT Academies across univer-
sities, aimed at nurturing digital talent in Pakistan.
Huawei shared that university teams from Pakistan achieved
remarkable success in this year’s global ICT competition,
securing the first, second, and third positions—an achieve-
ment that reflects the impact of sustained collaboration in
ICT education and training. Reaffirming its commitment,
Huawei expressed a strong interest in continuing and ex-
panding its partnership with HEC, especially in areas such
as digital transformation of Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs), the integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI), and
the upgrade of network infrastructure and services. - APP

CD chief chairs meeting to review

MARDAN: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday visited Mardan district and inaugurated
the Azadi Pakistan Solar Expo as the chief guest. Upon arriv-
al, he was received by Mardan Mayor Himayatullah Mayar,
former Mardan Chamber President Zahir Shah, and Acting
President of Mardan Chamber of Commerce Nauman Saraf.
The Governor inspected stalls set up by solar panel manu-
facturers and other solar product companies, with over 50
national and international firms participating in the exhibi-
tion. The event was attended by chamber officials, business
representatives, and traders from the solar energy sector.
Addressing the gathering, Governor Kundi highlighted the
growing importance of solar energy in the wake of the cur-
rent electricity crisis, saying that both residential buildings
and industrial units in the province are increasingly shifting
to renewable energy sources. He said that 70 percent of
marble factories in Mardan have already switched to solar
power, calling the promotion of alternative energy sources
a commendable effort. He praised the Mardan Chamber of
Commerce for organizing the exhibition and acknowledged
its services for the business community. - APP

planning wing performance

ISLAMABAD: An important meet-
ing was held at the CDA Headquar-
ters under the chairmanship of CDA
Chairman and Chief Commissioner
Islamabad, Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa. The meeting reviewed the per-
formance of CDA’s Planning Wing.
The meeting was attended by Mem-
ber Planning Dr. Khalid Hafiz, Mem-
ber Finance Tahir Naeem, Member
Environment Esfandyar Baloch,
DG Planning Dr. Zafar Igbal, DG
Building Control & Housing Faisal
Naeem, DG Islamabad Water Sardar
Khan Zamri, DG Resources Shakeel
Ahmad, DG Special Projects Arshad
Chohan, and other senior officers.

The meeting was informed that
proper planning of Islamabad city,

approval of layout plans and maps for
all projects, designs of urban renewal
projects, and approval of projects for
environmental protection have been
carried out. Additionally, modern
GIS mapping and digital approval
systems have been introduced.
Chairman CDA said that maintain-
ing Islamabad’s unique identity,
planning, and natural beauty while
achieving developmental goals is a
highly significant role for the Plan-
ning Wing. He mentioned that urban
infrastructure, traffic management,
residential and commercial projects
and environmental balance all fall un-
der the planning category.

For these, excellent planning, mod-
ern technology, digital mapping and

global standards are essential because
effective and well-organized planning
will help make Islamabad a developed,
beautiful, ecofriendly, and model city.
Chairman CDA also emphasized that
the services of the Planning Wing are
commendable in aligning Islamabad
with modern requirements, particularly
with building codes and improving the
system of residential and commercial
zoning. He further added that trans-
parency, sustainability, and swift imple-
mentation in accordance with the law
are top priorities for CDA. Chairman
CDA directed that in the planning and
development process, expertise, merit
and transparency should be prioritized,
alongside national and international
standards and sustainability. - DNA

DRAP hosts training session at ICCI in collaboration with TUV Austria Bureau of Inspection and Certification

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) Na-
sir Mansoor Qureshi, has lauded the Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP)
for organizing a Training Session on Imple-
menting Quality Management System (ISO
9001:2015) in collaboration with TUV Aus-
tria Bureau of Inspection and Certification
at ICCI auditorium. The event drew wide
participation from DRAP, PS&DC ICT reg-
ulators and DC TMD, NIH.

He commended the initiative as a sig-
nificant step towards institutional excel-

lence and global alignment, noting that
DRAP’s adoption of internationally rec-
ognized quality standards would enhance
regulatory efficiency and bolster public
trust. “ISO 9001:2015 is more than just
a certification; it is a holistic approach
to quality that nurtures continuous im-
provement, customer focus, and process
efficiency,” he said. He added that the
framework would promote transparency,
accountability, and consistency in regula-
tory decisions, thereby ensuring safe and
effective medical products for the public.
Highlighting the economic impact, the
ICCI President stressed that a credible reg-
ulatory environment is vital for attracting

local and foreign investment, particularly in
healthcare and pharmaceuticals. He point-
ed out that robust quality systems reduce
compliance burdens and foster a more
business-friendly, globally competitive en-
vironment. Qureshi reaffirmed ICCI’s sup-
port for institutional capacity building and
public-private collaboration, congratulating
DRAP for setting a benchmark for other
public sector bodies.

In his closing remarks, DRAP CEO Dr.
Obaidullah underscored the Authority’s
dedication to institutional reform and
regulatory excellence. He said the adop-
tion of ISO 9001:2015 would streamline
operations, enhance transparency, and

align DRAP’s oversight with international
benchmarks. Appreciating the engagement
of experts and staff, he reiterated DRAP’s
commitment to continuous capacity build-
ing and stakeholder confidence.

The sessions also featured addresses by
Muhammad Adnan Azam, and Umar Ha-
bib. The event concluded with an interac-
tive Q&A session, certificate distribution,
and a group photograph. Director Licens-
ing DRAP Dr. Noor Muhammad, ICCI Sen-
ior Vice President Abdul Rehman Siddiqui,
Vice President Nasir Mehmood Chaudhry,
Executive Members Zulqurnain Abbasi,
Imran Minhas and ICCI member Shah
Faisal also attended the event.

Tessori
reviews IDay
preparations
with foreign

consuls

generals

KARACHI: Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori, ac-
companied by the Consuls
General of various coun-
tries, reviewed preparations
for the “Maarka-e-Haq”
Independence Day cele-
brations at the Governor
House. Consuls General
from Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye,
the United Kingdom, Ger-
many, Iraq, Vietnam, Sri
Lanka, Bahrain, and Oman
attended the meeting, said
a news release on Monday.
Governor Sindh said that
the largest digital stage
in Pakistan’s history is
being prepared for the
celebrations. The Consuls
General lauded the gov-
ernor’s public service ef-
forts and praised his keen
interest in the “Maarka-e-
Haq” Independence Day
festivities. - APP

Safeguarding
minorities’
rights top

priority:Murad

KARACHI: Chief Minister
(CM) Sindh Syed Murad Ali
Shah on Monday reiterated
his government’s unwaver-
ing commitment to safe-
guarding the rights of reli-
gious minorities, stressing
that Pakistan belongs equal-
ly to all its citizens regard-
less of faith. He made this
statement while speaking at
a gathering of different mi-
nority communities during
a joint event organised to
celebrate Minority Day at
Swami Narayn temple.

The program was attended
by MPAs Gianchand Ukra-
ni (who was dressed in a
green Kameez and white
shalwar resembling a na-
tional flag), Tushna Patel,
Dinsha B. Aavri (Parsis),
Deputy Speaker of the
Sindh Assembly Anthony
Naveed (Christian), CM’s
Special Assistant on Minor-
ities Affairs Dr Lal Chand
Ukrani, Special Assistant
Rajveer Sindh  Senator
Poonjo Bheel, MNA Dr Ma-
hesh Malani, Sham Sundar,
Roma Mushtaq Matto, Ma-
hesh Kumar Hasiji, Aneel
Kumar, Sardar Ram Sin-
gh, Professor Parkash Lal
(Sikh), and several others.
Speaking at a special event at
the Swami Narayan Mandir
to mark National Minority
Day, Murad Ali Shah congrat-
ulated the minority commu-
nities and recalled that the
tradition of observing the
day was initiated by former
President Asif Ali Zardari
during his first term in 2009.
He said he has been partici-
pating in these celebrations
every year since then.

The CM noted that August 11
holds historic significance as
on this day in 1947, Quaide-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
delivered a landmark address
in the Sindh Assembly, laying
down the policy of the newly
independent Pakistan. “Quaid-
eAzam clearly stated that
minorities are free to go to
their mosques, temples and
churches and that the state
has no concern with anyone’s
religion,” he reminded. - APP

Overseas
Pakistanis
office to be

set up Bannu

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Overseas Pakistanis
Chaudhry Salik Hussain met
with Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
leader and former Deputy
Speaker of the National As-
sembly Zahid Akram Durra-
ni. During the meeting, they
discussed various proposals
regarding employment and
skill provision for overseas
Pakistanis. Federal Minister
Chaudhry Salik Hussain stat-
ed that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan are among
his priorities for overseas
employment and skill de-
velopment. He highlighted
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
contributes significantly to
foreign remittances, increas-
ing foreign remittances to
$4 billion per month is the
next target. Former Deputy
Speaker Zahid Akram Dur-
rani noted that people from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa face
challenges, residents of Ban-
nu have to travel four hours
to reach the Protector Office
in Dera Ismail Khan. Zahid
Akram Durrani urged the
establishment of a Protector
Office in Bannu to facilitate
the local population and sur-
rounding areas. Federal Min-
ister Chaudhry Salik Hussain
issued directives for the swift
establishment of a Protector
Office in Bannu and assured
full coop in this regard.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

AUGUST

Aug 01/China
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01/Switzerland
National Day

Aug 01/Lebanon
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01 /Syria
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/Bukino Faso
National Day

Aug 15/DPR Korea
Independence Day

Aug 15/India
Independence Day

Aug 15/Poland
Armed Forces Day

Aug 17 /Indonesia
Independence Day

Aug 24/Ukraine
Independence Day

Aug 25/Uruguay
Independence Day

Aug 30 /Turkey
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/Kyrgyz
Republic
Independence Day

Aug 31/Malaysia
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
111 133 133

Serena Hotel....

Marriott......... 051- 2826121
Monal............ 0334-5421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines.....8494949

__‘-.: * |
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance

PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5

PNCA announces winners
of youth art competition

This National Youth Art Competition and Exhibition was announced in July 2025 under the themes

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The PNCA is proud to an-
nounced the winners of the National Youth
Art Competition 2025 organised by its
Visual Arts Division (VAD). This annual
event celebrates the creativity and talent
of young Pakistani artists, providing them
with a national platform to showcase their
skills and compete with their peers. The ex-
hibition was inaugurated by renowned cal-
ligrapher Lt. Gen. (R) Humayun Bangash,
who also presented awards to the winners.
He was joined by former Ambassador
to Japan, Mr. Farukh Amil, and Director
General PNCA M. Ayoub Jamali. General
Bangash, a celebrated figure in the field of
calligraphy, has made significant contribu-
tions to Pakistan’s cultural heritage.

This National Youth Art Competition and
Exhibition was announced in July 2025 un-
der the themes “Bunyanum Marsoos” and
“Marka-i-Haq” received an overwhelming
response from young artists. Nationwide,
more than 300 submissions were received,
each reflecting deep patriotism love for the
country and heartfelt tributes to the brave
soldiers safeguarding Pakistan’s borders.
Top Prize Winners received cash prizes,
including First Prize (Rs. 40,000): Ms. Ari-
na Khan, second prize (Rs. 30,000): Ms.
Amna Wajahat, third prize (Rs. 20,000)
Syeda Wajeeha Fatima. The Honourable
Mentions (Rs. 5000) included participants,
Ms. Saleha Naseem, Ms. Urooj Saleem,
Ms. Noor Ul Fajar, Ms. Mishal Mahsud,
Ms. Abeeha Humayun, M. Hassan Ali and
Ms. Amna Bibi. All participating artists
were awarded certificates in recognition
of their creativity and dedication.

In line with this years Pakistan 78th Inde-

pendence Day celebrations the art compe-
tition and exhibition carried the banner of
“Marka-i-Haq” (Battle of Truth) symbolis-
ing Pakistan’s resilience, progress and na-
tional pride.The initiative served as a heart-
felt tribute to the courage sacrifice and
patriotism of the Pakistan Armed Forces,
who continue to protect the nation against
external threats. Artworks of senior artists
Ms. Nusrat Ji, Ms. Farrah Mahmood and
Calligraphies of Humayun Bangash were
also included in the exhibition.

Director General of the Pakistan National
Council of Arts, M. Ayoub Jamali said that it
is very pleasing to see the youth participat-
ing in this exhibition and competition, and
we hope for the same efforts and participa-
tion in the future as well.

Speaking at the ceremony, Honourable
Chief Guest Lt. Gen. (R) Humayun Ban-
gash said: Today, I have witnessed not
just art but the voice of a proud and de-
termined generation. These young artists
have shown through colours and strokes

what words often can not express their
unwavering love for Pakistan and deep re-
spect for the armed forces who guard our
freedom. The creativity, discipline, and
passion displayed here today assure me
that the future of our cultural heritage is
in safe and capable hands. I congratulate
PNCA for providing such a meaningful
platform and commending every partici-
pant for their inspiring work. The exhibi-
tion will continue till 22nd August 2025.
Saturday galleries are closed.

Pak stands tall on Int’l
stage with renewed

honor:

ISLAMABAD: The Cen-
tral Executive Committee
(CEC) meeting of Isteh-

security

and well-being.
He emphasized that the
Battle of “Baniyan al-Mar-

Aleem

tions and its endorsement
by the Election Commis-
sion, congratulating party

Section 144
imposed in
Murree for
3 days on
Mall Road,
GPO Chowk

RAWALPINDI:Deputy Com-

AIOU faculty board

reviews 32 PhD
research proposals

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal Open University’s Facul-
ty of Arabic and Islamic Studies and Faculty of Social
Sciences held their 74th Faculty Board meeting on
Monday. The meeting was chaired by the Director of
the Board, Prof. Dr. Irshad Ahmad Arshad and attend-

kam-e-Pakistan Party (IPP)
was held under the Chair-
manship of Central Pres-
ident Abdul Aleem Khan
where the prevailing nation-
al and political situation as
well as party affairs, were
reviewed in detail.
Addressing the meeting, Fed-
eral Minister & President
IPP Abdul Aleem Khan said
due to the leadership of Chief
of Army Staff Gen. Hafiz Syed
Asim Munir and Pakistan
Army, the country has earned
remarkable recognition and
globally boom at the interna-
tional level, said a press re-
lease issued on Monday.

He added the Pakistan
Army inflicted a decisive
defeat upon the enemy in
a short span of conflict.
He urged party leaders to
stand with the families of

sous” had completely trans-
formed Pakistan’s image
and today the world regards
our beloved country with
respect and esteem.
Highlighting the party’s
progress, Abdul Aleem
Khan noted that winning
8 electoral seats in the
Assemblies during its first
elections was a significant
achievement. “Politics is ev-
er-changing, and we stand
together through thick and
thin, Insha’Allah, we will
strengthen the party collec-
tively,” he stated.

Abdul Aleem Khan praised
the party’s successful public
gatherings and stressed that
our elected representatives
and party leaders must visit
flood-affected areas person-
ally to extend sympathy to

leaders on the achievement.
All Members of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee
congratulated Abdul Aleem
Khan on his re-election as
Party President, pledging
their full support and confi-
dence in his leadership.

The meeting also deliber-
ated on the early appoint-
ment of IPP’s Central and
Provincial office bearers.
Concerns were expressed
over certain matters related
to the Punjab Government
alongside a demand for in-
troducing farmerHfriendly
policies. It was decided
that the IPP would partic-
ipate through mutual con-
sultation in the upcoming
by-elections in Lahore and
other districts. The propos-
al to hold the next Marka-

missioner Murree Agha
Zaheer Abbas Shirazi has
imposed Section 144 on Mall
Road and GPO Chowk in or-
der to ensure public safety
and law & order in the hilly
station on the occasion of
Independence Day. Only
families would be allowed to
enter the places on August
12, 13 and 14. The decision
to the effect was taken on the
recommendations of the July
30 meeting of the District
Intelligence Committee that
Mall Road and GPO Chowk
should be reserved for fam-
ilies only to avoid unneces-
sary crowding and any kind of
disturbance during the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations.
The Deputy Commissioner
Murree imposed the re-
strictions under Section 144

ed by Deans, Senior faculty members, Heads of various
departments and external education experts.

Among the participants was Professor Dr. Anila Kamal,
Vice Chancellor of Rawalpindi Women University. On the
first day, 16 PhD scholars presented their research pro-
posals (synopses). Each scholar was given 10 minutes to
comprehensively defend their topics. Education experts
raised questions on academic, research, and technical as-
pects, which the scholars answered in detail.

The Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, Professor
Dr. Abdul Aziz Sahir, instructed scholars to further
refine their proposals from technical, intellectual, lit-
erary, and thematic perspectives to ensure they meet
high standards. Several synopses were returned for
revision with constructive suggestions, while the ma-
jority were approved by the Faculty Board.

On the second day (Tuesday), another 16 scholars will
present their synopses. Experts emphasized that quality
research is essential not only for academic advancement
but also for addressing social and intellectual issues.

It is worth noting that, in line with the directives of
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood, AIOU
is striving to ensure research of global standards.

The hard work of the university’s scholars and the
guidance of their supervisors guarantee that these

WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
(07, V. VO 9281092

martyrs who sacrifice their
loved ones for the nation’s

e

Businesses’
confidence rises
to 4-year high,
Gallup survey

ISLAMABAD: The confidence of Pakistan’s private busi-
nesses has surged in the country’s direction to its highest
level in nearly four years, according to Gallup Pakistan’s
latest survey. Also, an increasing number of businessmen
have started thinking that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
government is managing Pakistan’s economy better than
the previous government of his counterpart Imran Khan.
The improvement comes despite inflation, high utility costs,
and electricity load-shedding continue to hinder business
operations. The Gallup’s business confidence survey for Q2
2025 was conducted between July 23 and 27 and captured
the views of 524 businesses of Pakistan across manufactur-
ing, services, and trade sectors. The standout finding from
this quarter is a significant rebound in perceptions of the
country’s overall direction. Gallup’s “Direction of the Coun-
try Score” now stands at -2 percent, a dramatic improvement
from the far more pessimistic readings of late 2024.

While the score remains marginally negative, it marks
the highest level of confidence in national direction
since Q4 2021. “This uptick suggests a moderate easing
of political and economic uncertainty from the perspec-
tive of the business community,” the survey said.

The number of businesses holding a good perception about
Sharif government’s ability to manage the country’s econo-
my has significantly improved over the past year. According
to Gallup, 46 percent of businessmen rated the ruling Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz government’s management of
the economy as better than its predecessor, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, compared to just 24 percent a year ago.
Commenting on the survey, Gallup Pakistan Executive
Director Bilal Ijaz Gilani said the survey’s latest edition
was pointing to a “cautiously improving mood” among
Pakistani businesses. “While the shift is incremental, it
reflects a growing sense of stabilization among econom-
ic actors,” he said. The most visible change, Gilani said,
was improvement in perception around the direction of
the country and also positive trend in trust in the govern-
ment’s handling of the economy. “As always, sustained
momentum will depend on continued macroeconomic
reforms, policy consistency, and greater institutional
responsiveness, especially toward businesses operating
outside the formal sector,” said the official. - Agencies

the victims, there. IPP Pres-
ident expressed satisfaction
over the Intra-Party Elec-

e-Haqq Convention in Fais-
alabad was unanimously
agreed upon. - APP

of the Criminal Procedure
Code 1898 (Punjab Amend-
ment Act 2024). - APP

research projects will achieve distinction not only in
Pakistan but also internationally. - APP

312 dead, 140
injured in
flash floods,
torrential
rains since
June 26: NDMA

ISLAMABAD: At least
312 people have lost their
lives and 740 others have
been injured due to heavy
rains and flash floods that
have affected vulnerable
regions of Pakistan since
June 26, according to the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA),
which continues to moni-
tor the situation.

The fatalities include 142
children, 113 men, and 57
women. Among the injured
are 243 children, 288 men,
and 209 women. The mon-
soon-triggered  disasters
have caused widespread
destruction, damaging a
total of 1,722 houses.

Of these, 572 homes were
completely destroyed while
1,150 sustained partial dam-
age. The floods have also
led to the loss of 434 live-
stock, deepening the crisis
for affected communities.
In response to the emer-
gency, NDMA has carried
out 223 rescue opera-
tions, successfully evac-
uating 2,880 individuals
from flood-hit areas. Re-
lief efforts have been ex-
tensive, with the author-
ity distributing 14,112
essential items including
tents, food packs, blan-
kets, quilts, mattresses,
kitchen sets, tarpaulins,
life jackets, hygiene Kits,
ration bags, and de-water-
ing pumps. - APP

ASA welcomes
ECC’s Rs 2b
bailout
for QAU

ISLAMABAD: The Aca-
demic Staff Association
(ASA) of Quaid-i-Azam Uni-
versity (QAU) expressed
gratitude to the Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC), for approving a Rs.
2 billion bailout package
for the university during
its recent meeting, chaired
by Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb.

Prof. Mazhar Igbal, Presi-
dent of the Federation of All
Pakistan Universities Ac-
ademic Staff Associations
(FAPUASA) and ASA-QAU,
noted that the higher educa-
tion recurring grant for uni-
versity salary expenses has
remained stagnant at Rs.
65 billion since 2018, said
a press release on Monday.
He further highlighted that
as the number of universi-
ties has grown, the per-insti-
tution share has decreased,
exacerbating financial
pressures due to govern-
ment-mandated salary in-
creases and a rising number
of pensioners. - APP
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Briefs

equality,

ISLAMABAD:Federal Min-
ister for Human Rights
Azam Nazeer Tarar has said
that the National Minority
Day is a solemn reminder
of our shared responsibility
to ensure that every citizen
of Pakistan enjoys equal-
ity, justice, and respect,
irrespective of faith. In a
message on the Minority
Day here on Monday, he
said founding father Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah envisioned a state
(Pakistan) where religion
would never hinder the
rights, dignity, or equal
standing of its people.

Moreover, the teachings
of Islam call upon us to
safeguard the rights of all
communities, promote
harmony, and uphold jus-
tice without exception, he
added. “Let us pledge to
build a Pakistan where di-
versity is celebrated, unity
is our strength, and justice

remains our guiding princi-
ple”, he concluded. - APP

Pak’s
sovereignty

absolutely

non-negotiable

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary
Secretary for the Ministry
of Federal Education & Pro-
fessional Training Farah Naz
Akbar stated that Pakistan is
more than just a nation on the
map; it is an idea, a mission,
and a divine blessing, and its
sovereignty will always be
fiercely protected. Addressing
a special gathering at Lok Vir-
sa on Monday to commemo-
rate Marka-e-Haq and Jashne-
Azadi, she said that Pakistan’s
birth on the 27th night of Ram-
adan was a sign of its sacred
purpose, deeply rooted in the
principles of Kalma-eTayyaba.
She said that “Pakistan is not
just a nation, it is a sacred trust
and we must protect it, serve
it, and rise together.” Paying
tribute to the MarkaeHaq
struggle, she said that “We
can't forget the sacrifices of
those who fought for truth, dig-
nity, and identity, giving Mus-
lims a homeland where they
could live and worship freely”.
Acknowledging  Pakistan’s
armed forces, she praised
their “exceptional resolve”
under the command of
Field Marshal Asim Munir
and the leadership of Prime
Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif. She commended
their service, leadership,
and discipline, calling them
“the pride and promise of
the nation.”She reaffirmed
the government’s commit-
ment to education, especially
girls’ education, as “the core
of progress and the foun-
dation of a progressive and
peaceful Pakistan. - APP

Genetic disorders drive
childhood blindness in Pak

The data originates from Pakistan’s first Department of Ophthalmic Genetics,
where molecular geneticist Dr Rutaba and a dedicated bioinformatician are
decoding complex DNA mutations linked to severe pedlatrlc eye diseases

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Hereditary and congenital
disorders account for an estimated 40 to
60 percent of childhood blindness cases
in Pakistan, according to new findings
from Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital. Experts
warn that the widespread lack of early
genetic diagnosis leaves many children
permanently blind, imposing a long-term
health and economic burden on families
and the national healthcare system.

The data originates from Pakistan’s first
Department of Ophthalmic Genetics,
where molecular geneticist Dr Rutaba
and a dedicated bioinformatician are de-
coding complex DNA mutations linked to
severe pediatric eye diseases. Their work
has uncovered previously undocumented
gene mutations associated with retinal
degeneration, childhood cataracts, and

optic nerve abnormalities.

“Our goal is to identify the genetic root
of each case and guide families on future
risks,” said Dr Tayyab Afghani,
consultant and head of the Oculoplastic
Department. He emphasised that while
global advances in gene therapy offer

senior

hope, most hereditary eye conditions re-
main incurable, making early diagnosis
and counselling essential.

Specialists at Al-Shifa emphasise that the
impact of childhood vision loss extends far
beyond the individual. Children with undi-

agnosed genetic eye conditions often face
delayed schooling, limited mobility, and so-
cial isolation, factors that compound over
time to restrict their economic potential.
In rural areas, where access to special-
ised care is even more limited, families

frequently rely on informal remedies or
remain unaware that the condition may be
inherited and preventable.

In Pakistan, where marriages within the
family are common, the risk of inherited
disorders is significantly higher. However,
genetic testing is virtually unavailable in
public hospitals due to a lack of laboratory
infrastructure and trained personnel. Con-
sequently, many children receive a diagno-
sis only after irreversible vision loss, affect-
ing their education and future productivity.
To address this gap, Al-Shifa Trust now
offers free genetic testing for patients re-
ferred through its hospital network, a ser-
vice that typically costs around Rs100,000
per person. Since the department was
launched, we have analysed a select group
of complex cases - each requiring intensive
DNA sequencing - to identify hereditary
patterns and build a growing national ge-
netic database, Dr Afghani said.

Al-Shifa Trust urges families with children
suffering unexplained or congenital vision
problems to seek evaluation promptly.
Early genetic diagnosis not only improves
clinical outcomes but also reduces the long-
term financial and emotional toll of blind-
ness on individuals and society.

Sugar mafia looting public,
crippling economy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Business
leaders have demanded a
transparent, time-bound
investigation into the sugar
mills cartel, accusing it of
price manipulation, stra-
tegic hoarding, and policy
capture that have drained
billions from consumers and
weakened the economy. hey
argued that the recent surge
in sugar prices to nearly Rs
200 per kilogram is not driv-
en by market forces but by
a deliberate scheme orches-
trated by mill owners.

Speaking at a meeting,
they said that independent
estimates put the cartel's
annual windfall at around

Rs 300 billion. In compar-
ison, some assessments
place the broader econom-
ic impact at Rs 610 billion,
equivalent to 1.22 percent
of Pakistan's GDP.

During the meeting, for-
mer Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
president Shahid Rasheed
Butt said despite producing
about 6.8 million tonnes of
sugar in 2024-25, almost
matching national consump-
tion of 6.6 million tonnes,
the industry allegedly engi-
neered artificial shortages
to push prices higher and
justify export strategies that
favour millers over consum-
ers and farmers.

He urged authorities to
recover illicit profits imme-

diately and impose strict
penalties on those respon-
sible, warning that without
enforcement, profiteering
will persist. He said the car-
tel's unchecked dominance
is not only straining house-
hold budgets but also dis-
torting agriculture by dis-
placing cotton cultivation
with sugarcane farming.

This shift has driven cot-
ton arrivals down by 34
percent, from 8.4 million
bales to 5.5 million in 2025,
choking the textile sector,
Pakistan's most significant
urban employer and top ex-
port earner. With domestic
supply short, textile pro-
ducers are forced to import
cotton at higher costs, erod-
ing global competitiveness.

Butt also condemned ex-
port policies that allow
mills to sell sugar abroad at
prices reportedly Rs 30-40
per kilogram higher than
domestic rates while avoid-
ing sales tax on exports.
Exporters, he noted, have
allegedly withheld stocks
until approvals were grant-
ed, worsening shortages
and driving up local prices.
Calling for robust legal re-
forms, Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that the powerful sug-
ar sector suffers from lax
oversight and enforcement,
enabling cartelisation over
decades. "We need laws
that not only criminalise
profiteering but disman-
tle the networks that sus-
tain it," he stressed.

Spillways opened at
Rawal Dam as water
level rises to 1,751 feet

ISLAMABAD: The spillways of Raw-
al Dam were opened following a rise
in the water level to 1,751 feet.

The step was taken to manage water
flow and prevent any potential over-
flow risks in downstream areas, said
the spokesman of Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) administration here.
In this regard, Assistant Commission-
er (AC) Nilore was present at the dam
to oversee the process of opening the
spillways. Officials said the presence

of senior administration ensured re-
al-time monitoring of water discharge
and coordination with relevant depart-
ments. Meanwhile, Rescue 1122, po-
lice personnel, and ambulance teams
were stationed at various bridges and
sensitive points near the riverbanks.
Their deployment aimed to respond
promptly to any emergencies and
guide the public to safer areas if re-
quired. According to the district ad-
ministration, all relevant departments

have been instructed to take precau-
tionary measures. The directives in-
clude maintaining constant commu-
nication between field teams, keeping
rescue equipment ready, and ensuring
clear passage for emergency vehicles.
Officials also emphasized the importance
of public cooperation during such situa-

tions. People have been asked to follow

instructions issued by the administration
and avoid crossing flooded paths or ap-
proaching restricted zones. The adminis-
tration said it would continue to monitor
the water level at Rawal Dam and adjust
spillway operations accordingly. Continu-
ous updates will be provided to keep the
public informed of any changes in the
situation. In recent days, heavy rainfall in
the catchment areas increased the water
inflow into the dam, pushing the level
closer to its maximum capacity. - APP

Pakistani students
showcase cultural
heritage

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani students studying in China pre-
sented their country’s natural wonders and architectural
treasures at an international youth exchange event held
in Nanjing last week in anticipation of China’s Nation-
al Ecology Day on August 15. The gathering, themed
“Through Books: Dialogue on Ecological Protection and
Urban Development”, brought together over 50 young
participants from Pakistan, China, Cameroon, Nepal and
Morocco for meaningful cultural and environmental dis-
cussions, Gwadar Pro reported on Monday.

The event’s Pakistani representatives, Faria Rashid and
Manahil Aftab from Nanjing Tech University, delivered
standout presentations that beautifully connected histori-
cal heritage with contemporary environmental awareness.
Faria Rashid, hailing from Lahore, offered detailed intro-
ductions to two UNESCO World Heritage Sites - the histor-
ic Lahore Fort and the stunning Shalimar Gardens.

She shared fascinating insights about their Mughal-era history
while extending warm invitations for international friends to
experience Pakistan’s unique cultural charm firsthand. Man-
ahil Aftab, originally from the northern region of Pakistan,
captivated the audience with vivid descriptions and images of
the breathtaking Hunza and Skardu valleys. Her presentation
highlighted the country’s dedication to preserving these nat-
ural wonders while promoting sustainable tourism practices.

These Pakistani student presentations formed part of a
rich cultural exchange that also featured seven Chinese
primary school students sharing their country’s ecologi-
cal and urban development achievements.

The Chinese students highlighted various accomplishments
including wildlife protection efforts at Dafeng Milu (elk)
Nature Reserve in Yancheng city, Jiangsu province, the
architectural marvel of Shanghai’s Oriental Pearl Tower,
cultural heritage along the Grand Canal in Yangzhou city,
Jiangsu province, the natural wonders of Wudalianchi’s vol-
canic lakes and urban innovation at Qingdao SCO Demon-
stration Area. The event reached its powerful conclusion
as participants joined together to recite a bilingual “Youth
Initiative for Ecological Protection and Sustainable Urban
Development”. The collective pledge calls for global coop-
eration on environmental protection, the preservation of
cultural heritage and the adoption of low-carbon lifestyles..

2]
professional
heggars
arrested

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration has inten-
sified its campaign against
professional begging in the
Federal Capital, arresting
27 individuals during an
operation across the city’s
main roads and markets.
According to the spokes-
man of ICT administra-
tion, the authority, in
coordination with police,
conducted an extensive
operation targeting pro-
fessional beggars oper-
ating in different parts
of Islamabad. The crack-
down covered major com-
mercial areas, markets,
and busy intersections.
According to officials, the
campaign is part of ongoing
efforts to address the grow-
ing presence of profession-
al beggars in public spaces.
The administration has in-
creased monitoring in key
locations where begging is
frequently reported, includ-
ing major shopping areas
and traffic signals.

During the latest operation,
27 individuals identified as
professional beggars were
taken into custody. They
were later shifted to police
stations for further legal
action under relevant laws.
Authorities stated that the
detainees were found re-
peatedly engaging in beg-
ging despite previous warn-
ings and actions. - APP

Tribute paid
to volunteers
killed in
Danyor tragedy

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Kashmir Affairs,
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and
SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Mugam, paid tribute to
the valiant volunteers who
tragically lost their lives
while working on a water
channel in Danyor, GB. In
a statement issued here
on Monday, Engineer Amir
Mugam who is also Pres-
ident of Pakistan Muslim
League (N) Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, described sacri-
fices as a powerful symbol
of national unity and unwa-
vering courage.

“The entire nation mourns
this irreparable loss,” he
added. Amir Mugam ex-
pressed profound sorrow
over the tragic incident,
extending his heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of
those who lost their lives.
“We stand shoulder to
shoulder with the grieving
families in this hour of im-
mense sorrow,” he stated.
Prayers were also offered
for the speedy recovery of
those injured in the trag-
edy, he said. He empha-
sized that all necessary
medical facilities must be
provided to ensure the
best possible treatment
for the injured. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary for Federal Education and Professional Training,
Ms. Farah Naz Akbar cutting cake in connection with Marka-e-Haq and the
78th Independence Day of Pakistan celebrations at Lok Virsa. — DNA

Pakistan’s cotton yarn exports
to China surpass $203m

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan ex-
ported cotton yarn worth
$203.29. 29 million to
China in the first half of
2025, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Mon-
day quoting the General
Administration of Customs
of China (GACC). The fig-
ure indicates a 19% decline
compared to $ 251. 51 mil-
lion during the same period
in 2024, but the sector con-
tinues to maintain strong
bilateral trade momentum.
Under commodity code
52051200, uncombed sin-
gle cotton yarn exports
reached $112 million from
January to June 2025, ver-
sus $ 144.85 million in the
same period last year.

The average price of this

year was $2.40 per kg and
46.48 million Kilograms of
this category were export-
ed to China. Pakistan was
the second largest export-
er of this category after
Vietnam which exported
$340.69 million and under
commodity code 52051100
were recorded at $90 mil-
lion of exports from Paki-
stan to China, down from $
102.96 million last year.
Sajjad Mazahir, Director of
Marketing at Keywin Trad-
ing Ltd., China, noted that
Pakistan’s cotton yarn ex-
ports under HS code 5205
have been a consistent
product for decades.

“The industry has trans-
formed from surplus produc-
tion of generic commodities
to a supplier- brand- based
approach to raw materials
with supply chain manage-

ment principles.

Many factories now hold
registered IP rights and
trademarks both domesti-
cally and internationally,
bringing recognition to the
country,” he said.

He added that cotton yarn
exports to China provide
Pakistan with  valuable
foreign exchange from a
secure financial system,
as transactions are largely
conducted via Letters of
Credit from Chinese banks.
Currently, about 10-15% of
production capacity is ex-
ported, reflecting the grow-
ing domestic manufacturing
of garments for export, par-
ticularly casual wear.
Despite challenges such
as high energy, logistics,
and financing costs, Paki-
stan’s cotton yarn main-
tains strong acceptance in

China’s denim market due
to quality and competitive
pricing,” Mazahir said.
Pakistan’s traditional cot-
ton varieties continue to
offer a competitive edge
for producing high-qual-
ity yarns used in denim,
towels, knitwear, and
socks, ensuring the tex-
tile trade remains a vital
part of Pakistan-China
economic cooperation.
He believes this is a posi-
tive decline because under
the China Pakistan Free
Trade Agreement Pakistan
is shipping more finishing
goods to China, adding
that it’s a long journey and
consistent efforts both
at the government level
and private business will
enable Pakistan to avail
a greater opportunity for
Industry, the CEN added.
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ASEAN-Pakistan ties:
a partnership with
untapped potential

E SLAMABAD recently witnessed the vibrant celebration of the 58th ASE-

AN Day, marking the founding of the Association of Southeast Asian Na-

tions (ASEAN) in 1967. The event, attended by ASEAN envoys, Pakistani
officials, diplomats, and members of civil society, was not just a ceremonial
occasion but a reaffirmation of ASEAN’s commitment to deepening ties with
Pakistan. Representatives from ASEAN member states — including Brunei
Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, Viet-
nam— underscored their shared vision of strengthening cooperation in political,
economic, cultural, and people-to-people domains. Speaking at the reception,
ASEAN envoys emphasized that Pakistan remains an important partner for the
region, offering opportunities in trade, investment, tourism, and education.
Pakistan’s trade with ASEAN countries currently stands at a modest level
compared to its potential. ASEAN collectively represents one of the world’s
fastest-growing economic blocs, with a combined GDP of over $3 trillion and
a consumer base of more than 660 million people. This makes it an attractive
market for Pakistani exports, including textiles, agricultural products, surgical
instruments, sports goods, and IT services.
Experts believe Pakistan should prioritize negotiating trade facilitation measures
and reducing tariff barriers to boost exports to ASEAN markets. Conversely, Paki-
stan can benefit from importing technology, electronics, machinery, and expertise
from ASEAN to modernize its industries and diversify its economy. Initiatives such
as preferential trade agreements or a free trade pact under the Pakistan-ASEAN
framework could provide the much-needed push for economic integration. Eco-
nomic ties alone cannot define a lasting partnership. People-to-people exchanges,
including tourism, academic linkages, cultural programs, and sports diplomacy,
play an equally vital role. ASEAN’s cultural diversity resonates well with Paki-
stan’s own rich heritage, offering numerous opportunities for collaboration.
Visa facilitation and direct air connectivity between Pakistan and ASEAN coun-
tries could open new avenues for tourism and business travel. Student exchange
programs, joint research initiatives, and cultural festivals could further bridge
the understanding between societies. Sports exchanges — such as the recent
kayaking activity organized for diplomats and sports enthusiasts in Islamabad —
also contribute to building informal but impactful bonds.
Geographically, Pakistan enjoys a strategic location linking South Asia,
Central Asia, and the Middle East. This position could be leveraged to
become a hub for ASEAN’s trade with these regions, especially through
initiatives like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). ASEAN’s
growing interest in regional connectivity and Pakistan’s infrastructural
development goals make this a natural area for partnership.
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Navigating China-
US relations in a
multipolar world

HINA-US relations, arguably the most consequential bilateral relation-

ship of the 21st century, stand at a pivotal juncture. The two global

powers—one a long-established superpower and the other a rapidly as-
cending force—are engaged in a complex web of competition, cooperation, and
confrontation. From trade and technology to regional security and climate
change, the dynamics between Beijing and Washington carry profound impli-
cations for global peace, economic stability, and the emerging world order.
Recent years have witnessed a marked deterioration in relations. The trade war
initiated during the Trump administration, continued tensions over Taiwan, and
a growing race for technological supremacy have defined a new era of strategic
rivalry. The Biden administration, while restoring some diplomatic channels,
has largely retained a tough posture on China, particularly in matters of national
security and economic independence.
Yet, despite the increasing friction, both sides are keenly aware that complete
decoupling is neither practical nor desirable. China and the US are deeply inte-
grated in global supply chains, financial markets, and climate negotiations. The
world’s two largest economies remain interdependent to a degree that demands
a calibrated approach rather than one driven by ideology or reactionary politics.
Taiwan remains the most sensitive flashpoint. For China, it is a non-nego-
tiable issue of sovereignty. For the US, it’s a cornerstone of its Indo-Pa-
cific strategy. Missteps or miscalculations in this arena could trigger
conflict with global consequences. Hence, restraint and clarity in com-
munication are essential. Washington must avoid provocations that are
symbolic but strategically damaging, while Beijing must manage national-
ist impulses and reassure the region of its peaceful intentions.
Economic competition, too, must be managed with foresight. While safeguard-
ing national interests is valid, weaponizing trade or technology risks dividing the
global economy into rival blocs—undermining innovation, growth, and coopera-
tion. Instead of punitive tariffs and blacklists, both nations should work toward
fair trade norms and transparent rules that benefit global stability.
On the flip side, areas like climate change, counter-terrorism, global health, and
Al governance offer opportunities for cooperation. The US and China share
responsibility as global stakeholders and must lead by example. Multilateral
forums like the G20, APEC, and the UN can serve as platforms to nurture coop-
eration while maintaining healthy competition.
The international community, especially emerging economies, has no
appetite for a new Cold War. They seek a world where China and the
US compete but also collaborate—respecting sovereignty, economic
independence, and the rules-based order.

Italian Crew Stopped Saudi Ship
Carrying Arms to Israel

Qamar Bashir

Islamic history offers
many examples of rulers
who came to the aid of
the oppressed without
hesitation, regardless of
religion. The standard was
never sect or ethnicity,
but justice. If a Christian
community under Muslim
protection was attacked,
Muslim armies would
defend them. Yet today,
Gaza’s children — many too
young to comprehend the
politics dictating their fates
— are being buried under
rubble, not by weapons
smuggled by criminal
gangs, but by munitions
carried aboard a vessel
owned by the Muslim
world’s wealthiest state

T was the kind of news I wanted desperate-

ly to dismiss as a fabrication — a malicious

Al-generated smear designed to inflame an-
ger against a Muslim nation. The claim seemed
too outrageous to be true: an Italian dockworkers’
union had stopped a Saudi-owned ship carrying
weapons to Israel, even as Gaza’s people were be-
ing starved, bombed, and hunted like wild animals
by one of the most advanced militaries on Earth.
As a trained analyst, my first instinct was to reject
it outright. Surely, I thought, no Muslim coun-
try — least of all the custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques — would supply arms to those slaughter-
ing Palestinians, many of them children.
But deeper investigation left no room for doubt.
On August 7, 2025, at the Port of Genoa, a Sau-
diflagged vessel — the Bahri Yanbu — was stopped
by some 40 dockworkers after they discovered its
cargo: weapons, ammunition, explosives, armored
vehicles, and at least one Italian-made Oto Melara
naval cannon. According to port sources and union
officials, the shipment was bound for Israel, even
as it intensified its siege of Gaza.
This was no minor cargo ship. The Bahri Yanbu is
owned by Bahri, the Saudi state shipping company,
with a long record of transporting military cargo
globally. The ship had sailed from Baltimore, USA,
and was scheduled to collect more military equip-
ment before heading toward Israel. The dockwork-
ers — organized under the Unione Sindacale di Base
(USB) and the Collettivo Autonomo Lavoratori Por-
tuali (CALP) — refused to touch the cargo, declaring,
“We do not work for war.” Their action was ground-
ed in both Italian law (Law 185/90 prohibits arms
exports to conflict zones) and in moral conviction.
In response, the Genoa port authority pledged to
create a “permanent observatory on arms traf-
ficking,” with formal discussions scheduled for
September. This was not the first confrontation:
in 2019, dockworkers in Genoa blocked the same
Bahri Yanbu from loading arms bound for the
war in Yemen. History, it seems, was repeating
itself — only this time, the weapons were meant
for Israel’s campaign in Gaza.
That the workers who took this stand were not Mus-
lim but overwhelmingly Christian deepens the sting.
For the love of humanity, they risked livelihoods,
defied a powerful foreign state, and upheld the prin-

ciple that complicity in war crimes is itself a crime.
They acted while too many Muslim governments
stood paralyzed, issuing hollow statements that
echo like empty promises across a devastated Gaza.
The humiliation is bitter. This is the same Saudi Ara-
bia that Donald Trump visited twice — once during
his first term in 2017 and again in his second term
— extracting trillions of dollars in investments, arms
purchases, and trade deals for the United States. It
is the same kingdom that spares no expense in pro-
jecting an image of power, prosperity, and religious
leadership before the Muslim world. Yet, when the
moment came to stand unequivocally with the Pales-
tinians — not in words, but in decisive action — it was
dockworkers in Italy who bore the moral burden.
This is not a new shame. In 1990, during another Mid-
dle Eastern crisis, reports emerged of Muslim-owned
vessels transferring arms later used against other
Muslims. The bitter lesson then, as now, was that
political expediency, alliances with Western powers,
and economic self-interest can override the Qur’anic
injunction that Muslims are one body: “If one part suf-
fers, the whole body feels the pain.”

Islamic history offers many examples of rulers who
came to the aid of the oppressed without hesitation,
regardless of religion. The standard was never sect
or ethnicity, but justice. If a Christian community
under Muslim protection was attacked, Muslim ar-
mies would defend them. Yet today, Gaza’s children
— many too young to comprehend the politics dic-
tating their fates — are being buried under rubble,
not by weapons smuggled by criminal gangs, but
by munitions carried aboard a vessel owned by the
Muslim world’s wealthiest state.

Meanwhile, ordinary Americans are showing un-
expected moral clarity. Across social media, inde-
pendent outlets, and even segments of mainstream
media, Israel’s siege is being condemned as geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing. Prime Minister Netan-
yahu is increasingly depicted as a butcher and war
criminal. The anger is fueled by the understanding
that silence is complicity — an understanding ap-
parently clearer to Christian dockworkers in Genoa
than to many leaders in the Muslim world.

Saudi Arabia now faces a stark choice — one that
will define its reputation and its claim to lead the
Muslim ummah. If the government authorized this
shipment, it must answer to the Muslim world. If it

claims the transfer was conducted by a private con-
tractor, then that party must be punished so severe-
ly that no one dares to repeat the offense. This is
not mere public relations; it is about moral survival.
It is also a wake-up call for all Muslim nations. The
defense of Palestinians cannot be left solely to Iran,
which, despite crippling sanctions and isolation,
has resisted U.S. and Israeli pressure and materi-
ally supported Palestinian armed resistance. The
Qur’an and the Prophet’s example leave no room
for inaction when oppression is visible. Even if
every worldly power aligns against them, Muslims
are commanded to stand for justice.
The events in Genoa strip away all excuses. They
show that moral courage is not bound by religion,
nationality, or language — it is a choice made regard-
less of personal or political cost. The dockworkers
did not calculate their odds before boarding that
ship; they saw a line that could not be crossed and
refused to cross it. Muslim leaders must now ask
themselves a painful question: will history remem-
ber them as the custodians of holy places who
stood idle while Gaza’s people starved and bled, or
will they seize this moment to move beyond hollow
declarations and take tangible action? The answer
will not be written in speeches, but in whether
arms shipments like those aboard the Bahri Yanbu
are ever allowed to leave port again.
If they act, they may yet restore the unity, dignity,
and purpose the ummah once embodied. If they
fail, history’s judgment will be harsh — and it will
not be written by allies in Washington, London, or
Tel Aviv, but by the very people whose cries they
ignored. In that record, the names of the Genoa
dockworkers will stand as men and women of con-
science, while those who turned away will find
their titles and riches no shield from infamy.
The moral of this moment is unavoidable: justice does
not wait for convenience, and righteousness does not
bow to fear. If Christian dockworkers in Italy can risk
everything to stop a Muslim nation’s complicity in
genocide, then Muslim leaders have no excuse left.
Either they act now for Palestine, or they forfeit forev-
er the moral authority to speak in its name.
— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC | Macomb, Michigan, USA

Ukraine’s Gamble on Belarus

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Despite this starkly diverging
path, Ukraine’s post-Maidan
leadership made a conscious
choice not to isolate
Lukashenko. Instead, they
elevated Minsk to a central
role in regional diplomacy,
most notably as the venue
for the Minsk Agreements
aimed at resolving the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict in
Donbas. This decision served
multiple purposes for Kyiv

HE seismic shifts in Ukraine following the Eu-

romaidan Revolution and the 2014 election of a

pro-Western government fundamentally altered
the nation’s geopolitical trajectory. Declaring European
Union and NATO integration as its paramount objectives,
Ukraine decisively pivoted away from Russia. This dra-
matic reorientation logically suggested an inevitable cool-
ing in relations with Belarus, a state traditionally aligned
with Moscow and under the enduring authoritarian rule
of Alexander Lukashenko. Yet, contrary to expecta-
tions, Ukraine embarked on a policy of sustained, even
strategic, engagement with Minsk. This approach,
predicated on a critical misreading of Belarusian sover-
eignty, ultimately proved a costly failure, culminating
in Belarus’s complicity in the 2022 invasion.
Prior to 2014, under President Viktor Yanukovych, Ukrain-
ian-Belarusian relations existed within a framework of
gradual convergence with Russia. Despite nominal pro-Eu-
ropean rhetoric, Yanukovych’s policies fostered deeper ties
with both Moscow and Minsk, making strong bilateral co-
operation appear a natural extension of Kyiv’s overall ori-
entation. The Euromaidan upheaval shattered this dynamic.
Ukraine’s new leadership unequivocally rejected Russia’s
sphere of influence, embracing Western structures instead.
This created a profound divergence: Ukraine sought securi-
ty and integration with the West, while Belarus remained en-
trenched within Russian-led frameworks like the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU), the Collective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), and the deeply integrating Union State.
Despite this starkly diverging path, Ukraine’s post-
Maidan leadership made a conscious choice not to isolate
Lukashenko. Instead, they elevated Minsk to a central role
in regional diplomacy, most notably as the venue for the
Minsk Agreements aimed at resolving the Russian-Ukrain-
ian conflict in Donbas. This decision served multiple pur-
poses for Kyiv. Firstly, Minsk was perceived as a neutral
location acceptable to all parties involved, including Russia
and the OSCE. Secondly, and more strategically, Ukraine
sought to leverage this engagement to pull Lukashenko
away from Moscow’s orbit. By offering Belarus a plat-

form for international relevance and fostering bilateral
economic ties, Kyiv hoped to cultivate a degree of Bela-
rusian independence beneficial to Ukraine.

This engagement yielded immediate, albeit superficial, bene-
fits for Lukashenko. Hosting high-stakes negotiations provid-
ed a veneer of international legitimacy and became a crucial
tool in his efforts to emerge from the isolation imposed by
the West due to his regime’s human rights record. Improved
dialogue with Kyiv facilitated tentative outreach to the EU
and even the US. For Ukraine, the logic was multi-layered.
Beyond the practicalities of a negotiation venue, Kyiv aimed
to bind Belarus economically, creating mutual dependencies
that would deter Minsk from hostile actions. Preserving
existing economic benefits - trade, transit, joint ventures
- was a significant motivator. This explains Kyiv's notable
reluctance, even after the brutal crackdown on Belarusian
protesters in 2020, to fully align with Western sectoral sanc-
tions against Belarus, seeking to insulate bilateral economic
cooperation from broader geopolitical condemnation.
However, this strategy rested on a fundamental and
ultimately catastrophic miscalculation: the overestima-
tion of Alexander Lukashenko’s genuine independence
from Russia. Ukrainian policy treated Lukashenko as a
pragmatic, albeit authoritarian, leader capable of balanc-
ing between Moscow and the West to preserve his own
power and Belarusian sovereignty. This perception was
dangerously divorced from reality. By 2014, and indeed
much earlier, Belarus was already deeply enmeshed
within Russia’s political, economic, and military struc-
tures. Membership in the CIS, EAEU, CSTO, and the
Union State represented not just formal alliances, but
profound integration. Belarus’s economy was critically
dependent on Russian energy subsidies and market ac-
cess. Its military doctrine and capabilities were inextri-
cably linked to Russia’s, with deep interoperability.

The events of 2020 laid bare the true nature of Lukashen-
ko’s dependency. The Kremlin’s overt political backing
and alleged involvement of Russian security “consultants”
in suppressing protests demonstrated unequivocally that
Lukashenko’s political survival hinged on Vladimir Putin’s
support, not on maintaining distance from Moscow. His

regime was a client state, its stability purchased with
loyalty to the Kremlin. Despite this stark revelation,
Ukraine persisted with its engagement strategy, albeit
in a diminished form, clinging to the hope of economic
leverage and the Minsk negotiation format.

The brutal culmination of this failed policy arrived on
February 24, 2022. Belarus, far from acting as a neutral
buffer or a state restrained by economic ties to Ukraine,
actively facilitated the Russian invasion. Its territory
served as a crucial launchpad for Russian troops and
missiles attacking Kyiv and northern Ukraine, trans-
forming Belarus from a problematic partner into a di-
rect co-aggressor. This act irrevocably shattered any illu-
sions about Minsk’s capacity or willingness to pursue an
independent course contrary to Moscow’s dictates. The
war laid bare the utter ineffectiveness of eight years of
Ukrainian policy towards Lukashenko.

The core systemic error was evident from the outset:
Ukraine fundamentally misjudged the nature of the Be-
larusian state. It treated Belarus as a genuinely sover-
eign actor capable of strategic neutrality, rather than
recognizing it as a de facto Russian vassal, deeply inte-
grated and subordinate within Moscow’s imperial pro-
ject. Given the ongoing Russian aggression in Crimea
and Donbas since 2014, Ukraine should have adopted a
far more cautious and realistic approach. The minimal
prudent stance would have been to treat Belarus une-
quivocally as an ally of the aggressor state, adjusting all
political and economic relations accordingly, minimizing
dependencies, and anticipating potential threats from
Belarusian territory. Instead, the pursuit of a “Minsk mi-
rage” the belief that engagement could foster Belarusian
neutrality blinded Kyiv to the hard reality of Belarus’s
subordination to Russia, leading to a profound strategic
failure with devastating consequences. The war has now
forced a complete reassessment, with Ukraine recognizing
Belarus not as a neutral neighbor, but as occupied territory
instrumentalized by the Kremlin. The lessons of this mis-
calculation resonate far beyond their bilateral relationship,
underscoring the peril of underestimating the depth of au-
thoritarian dependencies within Russia’s sphere.
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58th ASEAN Day celebrations continue

Rising Star Hockey team joins ASEAN
Kayaking & lake clean-up initiative

Acting Chairman of the ASEAN Commiittee Islamabad Wunna Han Ambassador of Myanmar, Ambassador of
Vietnam Pham Anh Tuan and Ambassador-designate of Indonesia Chandra W Sukotjo also attended the event
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Qureshi
acquitted:
other P11...

From Pack 01
commentators, civil soci-
ety, and even members of
rival parties. They warn
that eliminating  politi-
cal opponents through
legal manoeuvres sets a
dangerous precedent. In
Pakistan’s turbulent polit-
ical history, leaders from
various parties have faced
sudden  disqualifications,
arrests, or convictions, only
for such measures to be
reversed years later when
political winds change.

PTI asked
to delay
August 14...

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: In a vibrant display of
sportsmanship, environmental care,
and diplomatic friendship, the High
Commissioner of Brunei Darus-
salam Col ® Kamal Ahmed hosted
a special kayaking event at Rawal
Lake on Sunday to mark the 58th
ASEAN Day celebrations.

The initiative, part of the ASEAN Com-
mittee in Islamabad’s ongoing efforts to
enhance people-to-people connections,
offered kayaking activities for diplo-
mats, their families, and friends from
the diplomatic community. The event
brought together ASEAN Ambassadors,
diplomatic staff, and members of the lo-
cal sports community for an afternoon
of recreation and goodwill.

Acting Chairman of the ASEAN Com-
mittee Islamabad Wunna Han Ambas-
sador of Myanmar, Ambassador of
Vietnam Pham Anh Tuan and Ambassa-
dor-designate of Indonesia Chandra W
Sukotjo also attended the event.

One of the highlights of the day was the
participation of the Rising Star Hockey
Team, whose members eagerly took to
the waters for kayaking. Demonstrating
their commitment to community service,
the team also carried out a cleaning cam-
paign, collecting rubbish thrown into Raw-
al Lake and along its banks. Their efforts
not only contributed to environmental
preservation but also symbolised the spir-
it of civic responsibility and teamwork.
The High Commissioner of Brunei
commended the Rising Star team and
all participants for their enthusiastic in-
volvement, noting that the event served
as a bridge between cultures while
promoting environmental awareness.
“Sports and community action are pow-
erful tools for building understanding
and friendship,” he remarked.

A group photo session, held with the
ASEAN flag prominently displayed, cap-
tured the camaraderie and unity of the
day. The gathering included ASEAN
Ambassadors, further underlining the re-
gional solidarity and collaborative spirit
that ASEAN represents. The kayaking
and clean-up initiative reflected ASE-
AN’s broader mission of fostering closer
ties not only between member countries
but also with their host communities. As
paddles sliced through the calm waters
of Rawal Lake, the event stood as a re-
minder that shared activities — whether
on the field, in the water, or in environ-
mental stewardship — can bring people
together in meaningful ways.

The Brunei High Commissioner Kamal
Amed also thanked Adil Shah who facili-

From Pace 01

the streets in full force”
against what the party
described as ongoing op-
pression. The call followed
PTI’s unsuccessful protest
attempt on August 5.

Sanaullah said he had no
objection to PTI exercis-
ing its right to protest, but
stressed that the date was
inappropriate. “On August
14, the whole country cele-
brates with enthusiasm and
protesting on that day goes
against our traditions,”
he said. “They can hold it
on the 13th, 15th, or 16th
instead.” He praised oppo-
sition parties for showing
unity and coordination, but
criticised their choice to
stage political demonstra-
tions on national occasions.

‘Voter fraud’:
Indian police
detain...

— %
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march towards the ECI of-
fice and lodge a complaint.
Purohit’s remarks come
after the INC-led Indian Na-
tional Developmental Inclu-
sive Alliance (INDIA) com-
menced a march towards
the ECI office. The credi-
bility of elections has rarely
been questioned in recent
decades in the world’s most
populous democracy. Some
analysts say the opposition
accusations could damage

al

_—=

» WINg

= — =
tated the activity by providing the venue
and other necessary logistic support.
The Rising Stars Club management —

__ - -
led by Asif Bhatti, Mehmood Ahmed,
and Sohail Janjua — expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the High Commissioner of

Brunei for giving them the chance to ex-
perience kayaking first-hand. For many
of the hockey players, it was their very

first encounter with the sport, and they
embraced it with great enthusiasm, rel-
ishing every moment on the water.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as he navigates one of
the toughest periods of his
11 years in office.

Pakistan
calls for
Israel’s...

FroMm Pace 01
longstanding support for
the Palestinian cause and
advocates for a just, sus-
tainable, and peaceful reso-
lution, in line with the rel-
evant UN Security Council
resolutions that uphold the
rights and dignity of the
Palestinian people. “This
includes the establishment
of an independent, sover-
eign, viable, and contiguous
Palestinian State, based on
the pre-June 1967 borders,
with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its
capital,” it concluded.

Pakistan
rejects

Indian...
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“India’s sabre-rattling and
war-mongering  whenever
confronted invite unfound-
ed allegations bereft of
rationality,” the statement
read. It reiterated that
Pakistan is a responsible
nuclear weapon state with
a robust command and
control system under full
civilian oversight and has
always exercised restraint
on such sensitive matters.

PDMA
issues flood
advisory...
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strictly prohibited during
the emergency period. Cit-
izens are advised to contact
PDMA’s helpline at 1129 in
case of any emergency, he
said. The recent monsoon
spell wreaked havoc across
Pakistan with scenes of ur-
ban flooding, flash floods
and landslides resulting in
over 300 deaths, while sev-
eral others are still miss-
ing, along with damage to
infrastructure. Gilgit Bal-
tistan, which hosts several
tourist hotspots, was also
battered by flash floods
and landslides, with Chief
Minister Haji Gulbar Khan.

Battle for Freedom
Boxing Championship

concludes

PESHAWAR: The much-anticipated “Battle for Pakistan’s
Freedom” Boxing Championship concluded in the provin-
cial capital with electrifying bouts and remarkable perfor-
mances, as Champion Boxing Club emerged victorious,
securing the coveted title. The event showcased the grit,
skill, and unwavering determination of talented boxers,
who delivered thrilling moments in the ring.

Zalmi Boxing Academy and Eagle Boxing Academy claimed
joint second place after a series of hard-fought matches,
while Warriors Taekwondo & Kickboxing Academy took
third position with impressive displays of technique and
resilience. Each fight was marked by lightning-fast move-
ments, precision punches, and solid defensive strategies,
keeping spectators on the edge of their seats.

The closing ceremony was graced by Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Finance) Asghar Surani and Youth Minis-
ter of the Youth Assembly Talha Jan, who presented tro-
phies and medals to outstanding performers. Addressing
the athletes, the guests praised the young boxers’ talent,
calling them a valuable asset for the province and the na-
tion, and pledged full support for their development.
Those present were included Secretary Provincial Boxing
Association, Khizarullah and Peshawar Division Boxing As-

sociation Secretary Muhammad Ajmal.

They lauded the players’ performances and described the
championship as a milestone for the promotion of boxing
in the region. Organized under the banner of the Provincial
Boxing Association and Peshawar Division Boxing Associ-
ation, with support from the Regional Sports Officer Pe-
shawar, the event brought together around 110 registered

boxers from 17 clubs across the division.

Competitors impressed with their technical skills, offen-
sive and defensive tactics, speed, and tactical awareness,
leaving a lasting impact on the crowd. - Agencies

PMYP-Lahore
Qalandars
talent hunt

cricket trials
draw record

turnout
DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Prime
Minister’s  Youth  Pro-

gramme (PMYP), in collab-
oration with Lahore Qalan-
dars, witnessed a historic
turnout at the open cricket
trials held in Lahore, with
more than 18,000 aspiring
cricketers, both male and
female, showcasing their
talent over two days.

The trials were overseen
by Lahore Qalandars’ re-
nowned professional scout-
ing team, known for discov-
ering and nurturing some
of Pakistan’s most excit-
ing cricketing prospects.
Boys and girls were put
through a rigorous selec-
tion process, giving them
a rare chance to perform
in front of experienced
evaluators from one of the
Pakistan Super League’s
most successful franchis-
es, said a press release.

Erratic Alcaraz baitles through
In CIncinnati opening maich

CINCINNATT: Carlos Alcaraz had to fight his
way out of a second-set slump on Sunday to
escape with a 6-1, 2-5, 6-3 victory over Damir
Dzumbhur in his opening match at the ATP-
WTA Cincinnati Open. The Spaniard, play-
ing his first tournament since a runner-up
finish to Jannik Sinner at Wimbledon, raced
through the first set but completely lost his
way in the second set, dropping his serve
twice against the 33-year-old Bosnian.

But he regained his intensity - and cut
down his errors, in the third. Alcaraz fired
his seventh ace to set up a match point
and advanced to the third round seconds
later as his opponent fired wide. Alcaraz,
seeded second claimed his 12th consecu-
tive match at the Masters 1000 level after
titles in Monte Carlo and Rome.

“It was a relief to get this win,” Alcaraz said
after committing 44 unforced errors. “It
was a rollercoaster of good feelings and bad
feelings. “I was happy to get the win in the
end. I know that I have chances to do better.
“I will use the day off tomorrow to get my
confidence back. It was a little tricky, I need
to play smart tennis.” Alcaraz, runner-up in
Cincy in 2023, added: “It can be difficult to
play great tennis here. The ball really flies
and goes super fast. There will be some
points where you don’t feel so good.

“You must maintain positive thoughts and
keep going in the right way.”

Sixth seed Alex de Minaur, the Washington
champion and a Toronto quarterfinalist
last week, was bounced by American Reilly

Opelka 7-6 (8/6), 6-4, who crushed 14 aces
and saved all seven break points he faced. “I
didn’t serve as well as I’d have liked to, but
everything else was working,” said Opelka,
who had lost five prior matches against
the Australian. “My serve fluctuated and it
was a bit of a surprise that the other things
came through well for me today.” Spanish
veteran Roberto Bautista Agut dismissed
Briton Cam Norrie 6-4, 6-3 while number
nine seed Andrey Rublev beat American
Learner Tien 7-6 (7/4), 6-3. In women’s ac-
tion, second-seeded French Open champion
Coco Gauff battled through a tough first set
to beat China’s Wang Xinyu 6-3, 6-2.

Gauff, who lifted the trophy in Cincinnati in
2023 and went on to claim her first Grand
Slam title at the US Open that year, grinded
through a first set marred by five service
breaks. But the seed steadied in the second
set to run out the winner in 71 minutes on
a first match point. “It was a rough start,”
Gauff said. “But it was about just trusting
myself and the work we’ve done in practice.
“I was able to let it all go in the second set.”
Third seed Jessica Pegula, runnerup last
year to Aryna Sabalenka, defeated Kimber-
ly Birrell 6-4, 6-3. Seventh seed Jasmine
Paolini, finalist last season at Roland Gar-
ros and Wimbledon, needed her last-chance
match point to cement a 7-6 (7/2), 7-6 (7/5)
win over Greek Maria Sakkari. The Italian
winner blew her first five match points and
advanced to the third round when Sakkari
delivered a double-fault. - Agencies

West Indies clinch five-wicket win
in rain-hit 2nd 0DI, series tied 1-1

Chase anchored innings with vital knock, receiving solid
support from Greaves, despite early top-order setbacks

DNA

TRINIDAD: West Indies overhauled a re-
vised target of 181 in 33.2 overs to beat
Pakistan by five wickets and level the ODI
series 1-1, after rain had limited the vis-
itors to 171 for seven in 37 overs at the
Brian Lara Cricket Academy on Sunday.
Thanks to match-winning knocks from
Roston Chase and Sherfane Rutherford,
alongside valuable contributions from
captain Shai Hope, the hosts chased down
Pakistan’s total. Chasing a target of 181,
the West Indies lost an early blow when
Hasan Ali dismissed opener Brandon King
for just one run in the second over.

Hasan struck again in the fourth over, re-
moving the other opener Evin Lewis, who
had scored seven runs off six balls, leaving
the hosts struggling at 12 for 2 in 3.1 overs.

The Windies’ top order came under further
pressure when Keacy Carty was dismissed
cheaply for 16 runs off 42 deliveries, hand-
ing Abrar Ahmed his first wicket of the
match. However, Sherfane Rutherford then
took charge with a fierce batting display.
Shaheen Afridi went for 17 runs, including
two boundaries and a six, as Rutherford’s ag-
gressive innings helped stabilise the innings
with the team aiming to level the series at
81-3 in 17 overs. Rutherford continued to dis-
mantle Pakistan’s bowling, benefitting from
another expensive over by Abrar Ahmed, who
conceded 20 runs during a 50-run partner-
ship for the fourth wicket. The partnership
ended when Mohammad Nawaz dismissed
captain Shai Hope for 32 runs off 35 balls,
including two boundaries and a six, leaving
West Indies at 102 for 4 in 19.2 overs.
Sherfane Rutherford looked set to guide
the hosts to victory as he approached his

fiftty but was dismissed by Nawaz, who
claimed his second wicket, ending Ruther-
ford’s innings at 45 runs off 33 balls, which
included four boundaries and three sixes.
As the match slipped away from Pakistan,
Roston Chase steadied the innings with
crucial runs and was well supported by Jus-
tin Greaves. The pair put together an un-
broken 77-run partnership to chase down
the target. Chase remained unbeaten on 49
off 47 balls, while Greaves contributed 26
off 31 deliveries. For the men in green,
Hasan Ali and Mohammad Nawaz each
took two wickets, while Abrar Ahmed
claimed one wicket. Earlier, Pakistan’s
openers started cautiously, reaching 37
without loss in the first eight overs.

The game shifted when Jayden Seales
produced a double-wicket maiden over,
dismissing Saim Ayub for 23 off 31 balls,
caught at third slip, followed immediately

by the wicket of captain Babar Azam for a
three-ball duck. Pakistan were 37-2 at the
end of the ninth over. Abdullah Shafique
and Mohammad Rizwan attempted to stabi-
lise the innings but managed only 27 runs
together before Shafique was dismissed
in the 17th over, scoring 26 off 40 balls
with three fours. West Indies’ disciplined
bowling kept the pressure high, eventu-
ally removing Rizwan, who struggled to
accelerate and scored 16 off 38 balls.

At 88-4 in 22 overs, Pakistan’s situation
looked precarious. Hussain Talat contribut-
ed a valuable 31 off 32 deliveries but was
caught behind off Roston Chase’s bowling.
Hasan Nawaz provided the late impetus
with powerful hitting, pushing Pakistan
to a defendable total. He remained
unbeaten on 36 off 30 balls, including
three sixes, while Shaheen Afridi added
an unbeaten 11 off seven balls.

Govt hails
Hague
court’s...
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the design and operation of
run-of-river  hydroelectric
plants must hew strictly
to the requirements in the
treaty, rather than to what
India might consider an
‘ideal’ or ‘best practices’
approach.” It further not-
ed that questions relating
to the balance between the
parties’ respective rights
and obligations in this re-
gard were to be identified
and addressed through
the treaty’s procedures for
notification, objection and
dispute resolution in fur-
therance of the treaty’s ob-
jective and its obligations of
mutual cooperation.

Trump’s
tariffs spark
calls to...
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pizza chain has more restau-
rants than any other brand
in the country. US-based
beverage companies often
dominate store shelves, and
people still queue up when
a new smartphone store
opens or a coffee shop
doles out discounts.

Air India to
stop Delhi...
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long-haul operations, lead-
ing to longer flight routings
and increased operational
complexity, the carrier said.
The airline has undertaken
a $400 million retrofit pro-
gramme to upgrade its fleet.
It, however, sees the Paki-
stan airspace ban costing it
$600 million over 12 months,
Reuters had earlier reported.

2nd phase
of Hajj...
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unregistered intending pil-
grims can also submit their
applications. The process of
receiving applications  will
continue through the minis-
try’s online portal and desig-
nated banks,” the report said.
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Rupee gains
01paisa
against
US Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee
on Monday appreciated
by 01 paisa against the
US Dollar in the inter-
bank trading and closed
at Rs 282.45 against the
previous day’s closing Rs
282.46. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Associa-
tion of Pakistan (FAP), the
buying and selling rates of
the dollar in the open mar-
ket stood at Rs 284.1 and
Rs 285.6, respectively.
The price of the Euro de-
creased by 54 pasia to close
at Rs 328.83 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 329.37,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

The Japanese yen remained
unchanged and closed at Rs
1.91, whereas an increase
of Rs 0.21 was witnessed
in the exchange rate of the
British Pound, which was
traded at Rs 380.07 com-
pared to the previous day’s
closing of Rs 379.86.

The exchange rates of the
Emirates Dirham and the
Saudi Riyal also remained
stagnant and closed at Rs
76.90 and Rs 75.26, re-
spectively. - Agencies

Banks to
remain closed
on Thursday

KARACHI: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
on Monday, announced
that the central bank as
well as all banking and
financial institutions will
remain closed on Thurs-
day, August 14, 2025.
“The State Bank of Paki-
stan will remain closed
on Thursday, August 14,
2025 being a public hol-
iday on the occasion of
‘Independence Day’ as
declared by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan”, said a
statement issued here.
Subsequently, all banks, Mi-
cro Finance Banks, Devel-
opment Finance Institutions
and other financial institu-
tions will remain closed on
August 14 in observance of
Independence day. - APP

Gold price
dips by
Rs3,600

per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price
of 24 karat per tola gold
witnessed a decrease of
Rs3,600 on Monday and
was sold at Rs358,800
against its sale at
Rs362,400 on the previous
trading day, All Pakistan
Sarafa Gems and Jewelers
Association reported.

The prices of 10 grams of
24 karat also decreased
by Rs 3,086 to Rs.307,613
from Rs 310,699 whereas
the price of 10 grams of 22
Karat went down by 2,829
to Rs 281,988 from Rs
284,817. The rates of per
tola and ten gram silver de-
creased by Rs51 and Rs44
and was traded at Rs.4,013
and Rs 3,440 respectively.
The price of gold in the
international market de-
creased by $36 to $3,361
from $3,397 whereas silver
decreased $0.51 to $37.80
against $38.31, the Associa-
tion reported. - APP

Israel has ‘lost
humanity’ on
Gaza: Italy

ROME: Italy’s defense min-
ister said in an interview
published Monday that Is-
rael’s government had “lost
its reason and humanity”
over Gaza and signalled an
openness to potential sanc-
tions. “What is happening
is unacceptable. We are not
facing a military operation
with collateral damage, but
the pure denial of the law
and the founding values of
our civilization,” Defense
Minister Guido Crosetto
told La Stampa daily.

“We are committed to hu-
manitarian aid, but we must
now find a way to force Ne-
tanyahu to think clearly, be-
yond condemnation.”

Asked about possible inter-
national sanctions against
Israel, Crosetto said that
“the occupation of Gaza and
some serious acts in the
West Bank mark a qualita-
tive leap, in the face of which
decisions must be made that
force Netanyahu to think.”
“And it wouldn’t be a move
against Israel, but a way to
save that people from a gov-
ernment which has lost rea-
son and humanity. “We must
always distinguish govern-
ments from states and peo-
ples, as well as from the re-
ligions they profess. - APP

Aurangzeb vows to deepening
bilateral ties with Turkmenistan

The Ambassador emphasized Turkmenistan’s high regard for its partnership with
Pakistan, describing it as both an important trading and investment partner as well
as a vital transit hub for bilateral and transnational trade, said

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad Au-
rangzeb on Monday reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s strong
commitment to deepen-
ing its relations with the
brotherly country of Turk-
menistan, noting that the
past year had witnessed
several high-level minis-
terial exchanges between
the two nations.

He expressed the com-
mitment, while talking to
Ambassador of Turkmen-
istan to Pakistan Atadjan
Movlamov, who called him
and discussed matters of
mutual interest, with a par-
ticular focus on expanding
bilateral trade, commerce
and investment.

The Ambassador empha-
sized Turkmenistan’s high
regard for its partnership
with Pakistan, describing it
as both an important trad-
ing and investment partner
as well as a vital transit hub

- -
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Muhammad Aurangzeb, Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, at the Finance Division. — DNA

for bilateral and transna-
tional trade, said a press
release. The discussions
also explored avenues for
joint ventures and coop-
eration, especially in the
energy, transportation, and

construction sectors.

On behalf of Minister of
Finance and Economy of
Turkmenistan Mammetgu-
ly Astanagulov, Ambassa-
dor Movlamov extended
an invitation to Senator

Muhammad Aurangzeb to
participate in the Turkmen-
istan Investment Forum,
scheduled to be held in
mid-September in Ashgab-
at, in conjunction with the
celebrations marking the

34th Anniversary of Turk-
menistan’s Independence.

Earlier,Federal Minister for
Finance, Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb, was given
a comprehensive brief-
ing by the Competition

a pre

ss release

Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) on the challeng-
es related to promoting
competition in the sugar
sector and the causes of
the recent sugar crisis.
The meeting was attended
by Advisor to the Finance
Minister, Khurram She-
hzad, Chairman CCP, Dr
Kabir Ahmed Sidhu, Regis-
trar CCP, Shehzad Hussain,
Legal Advisor, Hafiz Naeem
and Director Cartel &
Trade Abuse, Salman Zafar,
along with other senior offi-
cials, said a release issued
here on Monday.

During the briefing, Dr
Kabir Ahmed Sidhu in-
formed the Finance Minis-
ter that CCP is preparing
detailed recommendations
to assist the Sugar Sector
Reform Committee.

He also apprised the Min-
ister of the causes of pre-
vious sugar crises in 2008-
09, 2015-16 and 2019-20
and shared the Commis-
sion’s findings and en-
forcement actions against
cartelization in the sector.

Mental health clinics in violence-
prone South Sudan rare

MUNDRI: Joy Falatiya said
her husband kicked her and
five children out of their
home in March 2024 and
that she fell apart after
that. Homeless and penni-
less, the 35-year-old South
Sudanese mother said she
thought of ending her life.
“I wanted to take my chil-
dren and jump in the river,”
she said while cradling a
baby outside a room with
cracked mud walls where
she now stays. But she’s
made a remarkable recov-
ery months later, thanks to
the support of well-wishers
and a mental health clinic
nearby where she’s received
counseling since April.

She told The Associated
Press that her suicidal
thoughts are now gone af-
ter months of psycho-social
therapy, even though she
still struggles to feed her
children and can’t afford to
keep them in school.

The specialized clinic in
her hometown of Mundri,

in South Sudan’ s Western
Equatoria state, is a rare and
endangered facility in a coun-
try desperate for more such
services. Now that the pro-
gram’s funding from Italian
and Greek sources is about to
end and its future is unclear.
The clinic is in one of
eight locations chosen for
a project that aimed to
provide mental health ser-
vices for the first time to
over 20,000 people across
this East African country.
Launched in late 2022, it
proved a lifeline for patients
like Falatiya in a country
where mental health ser-
vices are almost non-exist-
ent in the governmentrun
health system. Implement-
ed by a group of charities
led by Amref Health Africa,
the program has partnered
with government health
centers, Catholic parishes,
local radio stations.

Across South Sudan, there
has been massive displace-
ment of people in the civil

war that began in 2013
when government troops
loyal to President Salva Kiir
fought those loyal to Vice
President Riek Machar.
The eruption of fighting
was a major setback for
the world’s newest coun-
try, which became a major
refugee-producing nation
just over two years after
independence from Su-
dan. Although a peace deal
was reached in 2018, the
resumption of hostilities
since January led the UN to
warn of a possible “relapse
into large scale conflict.”
The violence persists even
today, with Machar under
house arrest and govern-
ment forces continuing
with a campaign to weaken
his ability to wage war. And
poverty — over 90 percent
of the country’s people live
on less than $2.15 per day,
according to the World Bank
— is rampant in many areas,
adding to the mental health
pressures many people face,

according to experts.

In a country heavily de-
pendent on charity to keep
the health sector running,
access to mental health ser-
vices lags far behind. The
country has the fourth-high-
est suicide rate in Africa
and is ranked thirteenth
globally, World Health Or-
ganization figures show.

In South Sudan, suicide
affects mostly the inter-
nally displaced, fueled by
confinement and pressures
related to poverty, idle-
ness, armed conflict, and
gender-based violence, ac-
cording to the International
Organization for Migration.
“Mental health issues are a
huge obstacle to the devel-
opment of South Sudan,”
said Jacopo Rovarini, an
official with Amref Health
Africa. More than a third of
those screened by the Am-
ref project “show signs of
either psychological distress
or mental health disorders,”
he said. -Agencies

Head of Iran top
security body heads
to Iraq, Lebanon

TEHRAN: The head of Iran’s top security body, Ali Larijani, will
visit Iraq on Monday before heading to Lebanon, where the gov-
ernment has approved a plan to disarm Tehran’s ally Hezbollah,
state media said. “Ali Larijani departs today (Monday) for Iraq
and then Lebanon on a three-day visit, his first foreign trip since
taking office last week,” state television reported

Larijani will sign a bilateral security agreement in Iraq be-
fore heading to Lebanon, where he will meet senior Leba-
nese officials and figures. His trip to Lebanon comes after
Tehran expressed strong opposition to a Lebanese gov-
ernment plan to disarm Tehran’s ally Hezbollah, a stance
condemned by Beirut as a “flagrant and unacceptable inter-
ference.” “Our cooperation with the Lebanese government
is long and deep. We consult on various regional issues. In
this particular context, we are talking to Lebanese officials
and influential figures in Lebanon,” Larijani told state TV
before departing. “In Lebanon, our positions are already
clear. Lebanese national unity is important and must be
preserved in all circumstances. Lebanon’s independence is
still important to us and we will contribute to it.”

On Saturday, Ali Akbar Velayati, a senior adviser to Iran’s
supreme leader, described the plan to disarm Hezbollah as
compliance “to the will of the United States and Israel.”
The disarmament push followed last year’s war between
Israel and Hezbollah, which left the group, once a powerful
political and military force, weakened. - Agencies

UAE maintains

Syria vows accountability after
video of Sweida hospital killing

DAMASCUS: Syria’s interior min-
istry on Monday said it would hold
accountable those responsible for the
apparent killing of an unarmed man at
a hospital during violence last month
in Druze-majority Sweida province,
after a purported video of the inci-
dent emerged. “We condemn and de-
nounce this act in the strongest terms
and affirm that the perpetrators will
be held accountable and brought to
justice... whatever their affiliation,”
the ministry said in a statement.

A week of bloodshed began on July
13 with clashes between local Druze
fighters and Bedouin tribes, but the
violence rapidly escalated as it drew
in outside forces, eventually killing
some 1,600 people, many of them
Druze civilians, according to an up-
dated toll by a war monitor.

Local media outlet Suwayda 24 pub-

lished the video on Sunday, saying it
was from hospital surveillance foot-
age. Forces in military garb are seen
shooting dead a man whom Suwayda
24 identified as an engineer volun-
teering with the hospital team after
a brief scuffle, as a group of people
dressed as health care workers are
crouched on the floor.

Another man seen in the video told
AFP that the incident took place on
July 16. Rights activists called for
accountability and an independent
inquiry after the footage emerged,
following other videos that circulated
last month that also appeared to show
government forces killing civilians.
The interior ministry said it appoint-
ed an official “to directly oversee the
progress of the investigation in order
to ensure the culprits are found and
arrested as soon as possible.”

Late

last month,
nounced the formation of a commit-
tee to investigate the Sweida violence,
which should present its findings
within three months. Activists have
instead called for an independent in-
vestigation to probe the violence.
Mohammad Al-Abdallah, executive
director of the Syria Justice and
Accountability Center,
Sunday that United Nations inves-
tigators “must enter Sweida im-
mediately” and labelled the med-
ic’s killing a war crime. Despite
a ceasefire, the situation remains
tense in Sweida and access to the
province remains difficult.

Local residents accuse the gov-
ernment of imposing a blockade,
something officials have denied,
pointing to the entry of humani-
tarian convoys. -Agencies

authorities an-

said on

global lead in digital
transformation

ASTANA: The UAE continues to strengthen its leading
position on the global digital transformation map, driven
by a forward-looking vision and ambitious national policies
that have made digital innovation a cornerstone of sustain-
able development and economic competitiveness, WAM re-
ports. Public and private institutions are adopting policies
that place people first, viewing them as both the beneficiar-
ies and leaders of the transformation process. Numerous
international reports highlight the country’s rapid progress
in this field and its top rankings in prestigious global indi-
ces, reinforcing its regional and global leadership in mod-
ern technology and smart transformation.

According to the United Nations E-Government Sur-
vey 2024, the UAE ranked first globally in the Tele-
communications Infrastructure Index, achieving a full
score of 100 percent. This reflects the extensive reach
and high efficiency of digital networks, underscoring
the maturity of the country’s digital infrastructure.
As per the Speedtest Global Index issued by global compa-
ny Ookla, the UAE has maintained its first-place ranking
worldwide for mobile internet speed from July 2024 to June
2025. In the latest update for June, the UAE recorded an
average download speed of 546.14 megabits per second,
significantly ahead of its nearest global competitors. - APP

Nahyan bin Mubarak joins members of
Pakistani community to celebrate IDay

DUBALI: Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance and Co-
existence, alongside Faisal Niaz Tirmi-
zi, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan to the UAE, and a number
of officials, diplomats, economic repre-
sentatives, and social figures from the
Pakistani community, attended a gather-
ing marking the 78th anniversary of Pa-
kistan’s Independence Day at the Dubai
Exhibition Centre in Expo City Dubai.
The event attracted more than 60,000 at-
tendees and was organised by “Emirates
Loves Pakistan” Page, a platform dedicated
to sharing inspiring content that highlights
the success stories and contributions of
the Pakistani community in the UAE— in
cooperation with the Pakistan Association
Dubai and with support from Dubai Police.
The occasion provided an opportunity to
strengthen social relations within the Pa-
kistani community and reflected the estab-
lished diplomatic ties between the peoples
of the UAE and Pakistan.

Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan
remarked: “It is an honour to join you
in commemorating Pakistan’s Independ-
ence Day. I extend my warmest congrat-
ulations to you all and to the people of
Pakistan on this momentous occasion. I
share your pride in celebrating what this
day signifies for Pakistanis worldwide, a
testament to a robust national identity,
resilience, determination, achievement,
and optimism for the future. Here in Du-

bai, we also celebrate the deep bonds of
friendship and brotherhood uniting Paki-
stan and the United Arab Emirates.”
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak continued:
“Our steadfast relationship is founded on
shared values, cultural heritage, mutual
respect, and a collective vision for peace
and prosperity. The UAE stands with Paki-
stan as a friend and partner. These ties are
strengthened daily through the invaluable
contributions of the Pakistani community,
whose talent, dedication, and creativity en-
rich the fabric of our country.”

Sheikh Nahyan added: “The partnership
between the UAE and Pakistan exemplifies
the fraternal bonds essential for fostering
social and economic prosperity globally. I
am delighted to express my optimism for
the bright future awaiting our two nations.”
He further stated: “Under the leader-
ship of President His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and with
the support of His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President, Prime Minister, and Ruler of
Dubai, the UAE has emerged as a glob-
al beacon of tolerance, coexistence, and
human fraternity. Our nation embraces
individuals from diverse backgrounds,
living and working together in peace and
security. In the UAE, we cherish diversi-
ty, promote dialogue, and are united by
shared values. This societal harmony is
among our greatest achievements, and
the Pakistani community is a vital part

of this success. Today, in Dubai, we have
every reason to rejoice in your National
Independence Day.”

He elaborated: “In the spirit of shared
humanity, I wish to highlight a significant
national writing competition organised by
the Watani Al Emarat Foundation in col-
laboration with the Ministry of Tolerance
and Coexistence, as part of the ‘Year of
Community’ initiatives. We invite all res-
idents of the UAE—citizens and expatri-
ates, young and old—to share their reflec-
tions on the theme ‘What the UAE Means
to Me.” We welcome personal stories,
experiences, and insights in the form of
short stories, poems, letters, or essays,
in Arabic or English, submitted via the
official website: www.myuaestory.ae.”
Sheikh Nahyan expressed his confidence
that the Pakistani community will con-
tribute many inspiring entries to this
competition. He urged those present to
encourage their families, friends, and
colleagues to participate, sharing their
stories, aspirations, achievements, and
gratitude. These contributions will form
a collective legacy of life in the UAE, in-
spiring generations to come.

“Over the past decades, the United Arab
Emirates and the Islamic Republic of Pa-
kistan have established distinguished re-
lations based on mutual respect and con-
structive cooperation in various fields,
particularly in the economy, culture, and
human development,” the Ambassador of

Pakistan to the UAE told to the Emirates
News Agency (WAM) on the sidelines of
the event.

He expressed his pride in the fraternal
bond uniting the two peoples, reaffirming a
shared commitment to further strengthen
it through joint programmes and initiatives
that foster cultural exchange, bolster eco-
nomic cooperation, and bring communities
closer together through the arts, music,
and a rich cultural heritage.

He added that relations between the UAE
and Pakistan will continue to stand as a
model of bilateral cooperation, with ongo-
ing efforts dedicated to nurturing and ad-
vancing these historic ties for the mutual
benefit of both nations and their peoples.
The event featured a programme of en-
tertainment and cultural activities that
showcased the distinct heritage, tradi-
tions, and arts of Pakistan, including its
broad diversity. It highlighted the unique
cultural identity of the Pakistani commu-
nity through its arts, music, and folk tra-
ditions, as well as the varied talents of
the Pakistani diaspora in the UAE, within
a unified cultural framework.

The programme also acknowledged the
positive contributions of the community
to the UAE’s sustainable development,
including cultural performances, tradi-
tional dances, musical displays, a section
for heritage cuisine, and artistic works in-
spired by Pakistan’s rich environmental
and cultural landmarks. - Agencies

Nigerian
military kills
more than

6 P |
100 ‘handits
inraid

KANO: The Nigerian mili-
tary killed more than 100
members of a criminal gang
in an air and ground raid
over the weekend, accord-
ing to a conflict monitoring
report produced for the
United Nations and seen by
AFP on Monday.
Armed groups called “ban-
dits” by locals have for
years been terrorizing com-
munities in northwest and
central Nigeria, raiding vil-
lages, kidnapping residents
for ransom and burning
homes after looting them.
The military raid in the res-
tive northwestern state of
Zamfara was launched “in
the early hours” Sunday in
the Bukkuyum local govern-
ment area, where fighter jets
in coordination with ground
troops pounded a gathering
of more than 400 bandits in
their Makakkari forest camp.
The military’s attack “may
have occurred in response
to consecutive banditry,
especially kidnapping, in
the state in the previous
month,” the report said,
noting a link between a re-
cent decrease in military
operations in the state and
a spate of bandit attacks.
Bukkuyum’s Adabka village
was on Friday the scene
of a bandit attack that saw
residents kidnapped and 13
security personnel killed.
Bandits had been planning
an attack on a farming vil-
lage when “air and ground
troops ambushed a bandit
camp... killing over 100,”
the report said. - APP

Starmer
concerned
about targeting
of journalists

in Gaza

LONDON: British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer is
“gravely concerned” about
the repeated targeting of
journalists in Gaza, his
spokesperson said on Mon-
day, after five reporters
were Kkilled in an Israeli air-
strike. Israel’s military said
it targeted and killed prom-
inent Al Jazeera journalist
Anas Al Sharif, alleging he
had headed a Hamas mili-
tant cell and was involved in
rocket attacks on Israel.

Al Jazeera, which is funded
by the Qatari government,
rejected the assertion, and
before his death, Al Sha-
rif had also rejected such
claims by Israel.

“We are gravely concerned
by the repeated targeting
of journalists in Gaza,”
Starmer’s  spokesperson
told reporters. “Report-
ers covering conflicts are
afforded protection under
international humanitarian
law, and journalists must be
able to report independent-
ly, without fear, and Israel
must ensure journalists can
carry out their work safely.”
Asked about the claim that
one of the journalists was
linked to Hamas, Starmer’s
spokesperson said: “That
should be investigated thor-
oughly and independently,
but we are gravely concerned
by the repeated targeting of
journalists.” ~Agencies

Spain orders
town to
scrap motion
restricting
Muslim

festivities

MADRID: Spain’s leftist
government on Monday or-
dered a town to drop a ban
on religious celebrations in
municipal sports facilities,
a measure critics say was
aimed at blocking long-
standing Muslim festivities.
The town council of Jumilla,
in the southeastern region
of Murcia, approved the ban
last week with support from
the conservative Popular
Party (PP), saying it sought
to “promote and preserve
the traditional values” of the
area. Farright party Vox had
demanded the measure in
exchange for backing the PP
mayor’s municipal budget.

Spain’s national govern-
ment swiftly denounced
the ban, with minister for
inclusion and migration
Elma Sainz calling it a “rac-
ist motion.” Territorial Pol-
icy Minister Angel Victor
Torres announced on X on
Monday that the central
government had formally
ordered the Jumilla council
to scrap the ban, arguing
it violates the constitution.
Jumilla, a wine-producing
town of about 27,000 peo-
ple, has a significant Mus-
lim community, many of
whom work in the agricul-
tural sector. - Agencies
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KARACHI: The equity mar
ket began the week on a
strong note on Monday,
climbing to fresh record ter-
ritory amid sustained buying
interest driven by robust cor-
porate results and optimism
over circular debt resolu-
tion. The Pakistan Stock Ex-
change’s (PSX) benchmark
KSE-100 Index climbed to
146,617.48 points, gaining
1,234.69 points, or 0.85%,
from the previous close of
145,382.79. The index re-
treated to a low of 145,258.49
points, reflecting a loss of
124.3 points, or 0.09%.
“Stellar corporate results,
improving sentiment and li-
quidity are the driving force
behind the continued rally
that took a slight breather on
Friday. Market will react to
results and headlines about
circular debt payments,”
said Ahfaz Mustafa, CEO of
Ismail Igbal Securities.
Macroeconomic indicators
presented a mixed picture.
The trade deficit for July
2025 widened sharply by
44% year-on-year (YoY) to
$2.8 billion due to higher
imports, while remittances
rose 7% YoY to $3.2 bil-
lion, though declining 6.0%
month-on-month (MoM).
The SBP foreign exchange
reserves slipped by $72 mil-
lion week-on-week (WoW)
to $14.2 billion, largely on
account of external debt
repayments. The rupee ap-
preciated modestly by 0.1%
WoW, closing at Rs282.47
against the US dollar.

Pakistan
committed
to minorities’
rights

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Nag-
vi, on Minorities’ National
Day reiterated Pakistan’s
unwavering  commitment
to protecting the rights,
freedoms, and dignity of its
minority communities, call-
ing them “equal heirs of the
state” and an “integral part
of national development.”

7 volunteers die in mudslide
while restoring water channel

Police say four pulled out from under the debris; rescue operation completed
President Zardari condoles
deaths in Gilgit landslide

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari on Monday expressed deep grief over
the death of volunteers in a tragic incident of a landslide that took place in
Gilgit. The president, in a statement, expressed sympathies and condolences
to the families of the deceased volunteers. He also paid tribute to the volun-
teers who sacrificed their lives for the sake of humanity. “The entire nation is
grieved over the loss of precious lives in the tragedy,” the president said and
prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured volunteers. — DNA

DNA

GILGIT: According to the GB government
spokesperson Faizullah Faraq, the inci-
dent also left seven others injured. All the
injured were rushed to nearby hospitals,
where emergency services were immedi-
ately activated to manage the crisis.

The volunteers were reportedly repairing
a damaged water channel when a sudden
mudslide buried them under tonnes of
earth and rocks. Police said four individuals
were pulled out from the debris in critical
condition during the rescue operation.
Faraq said that the search and rescue ef-
forts have now been completed. The recent
monsoon spell wreaked havoc across Paki-
stan with scenes of urban flooding, flash
floods and landslides resulting in over 260
deaths, while several others are still miss-

Gilgit Baltistan, which hosts several tourist
hotspots, was also battered by flash floods
and landslides, with Chief Minister Haji
Gulbar Khan, last month, saying that at
least 10 people were killed and four others
were injured in the region in floods trig-
gered by intense monsoon rains.

Expanding on the extent of damage, the
chief minister said that 300 houses were

destroyed, whereas 200 were partially dam-
aged. Also, 30-40% of water channels and
15 to 20 kilometres of roads were damaged.
Last week, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
distributed compensation cheques among
families affected by recent floods in Gilgit
Baltistan and directed immediate restora-
tion of damaged infrastructure under a Rs4
billion relief package.

During his visit to the region, the premier
handed over Rsl million compensation
cheques to the next of kin of those who lost
their lives in the calamity. Offering prayers
for the deceased and speedy recovery of
the injured, the prime minister said he had
come to express solidarity with the flood
victims. “Pakistan is among the countries
most affected by climate change,” PM
Shehbaz had said while addressing the
check-distribution ceremony. He called for
the establishment of an advanced warning
system to mitigate future disaster risks.
“An early warning system is the need of the
hour,” he stressed. He directed the Minis-
ter for Communications to take immediate
steps for infrastructure restoration and
pledged that his next visit to the region
would take place before the end of this
month. The premier further revealed that
a 100-megawatt solar power project in the
region would be completed this year.

ing, along with damage to infrastructure.

N

LAHORE: Participants of the panel discussion on the topic 78 Independence Day:
Achievements, Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Development
are sharging their views at PID Lahore office on August 11, 2025. — DNA

6.1-magnitude
earthquake
strikes Turkey

Deaths from
dengue rise
to 101 1n

Z1arat assistant
commissioner,
son abducted

Bureau REPORT

QUETTA: A search operation is underway to recover Zi-
arat Assistant Commissioner Muhammad Afzal and his
son who were abducted a day earlier during their visit to
the tourist spot Zezri, the Levies said on Monday. Uniden-
tified gunmen had kidnapped the AC, his son, gunman and
driver on Sunday — but later released the latter two. The
kidnappers later released the gunman and driver but took
away the assistant commissioner and his son, fleeing the
scene after torching the official vehicle.

Security forces and local administration cordoned off the
area and began a search operation, but no breakthrough in
the recovery of the abductees has been reported so far. Itis
worth noting that two months ago, Assistant Commissioner
Tump, Mohammad Hanif Norzai, was also kidnapped. The
purported kidnapping comes as Balochistan, along with Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, has faced the brunt of increased terrorist
incidents witnessed by the country in recent times. Both
provinces share a border with neighbouring Afghanistan
and have been facing infiltration attempts by terrorists. Last
week, security forces gunned down 47 Indian-backed terror-
ists during separate operations in Zhob who were trying to
infiltrate through the Pakistan-Afghanistan border.

Senate
chairman
son
robbed
in Spain
DNA

BARCELONA: Thieves
snatched an expensive
gold-plated watch worth
more than Rs18.4 million
from Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) MNA Abdul
Qadir Gilani in the Span-
ish city of Barcelona be-
fore fleeing the scene.

“I bought it 13 years ago,
back when gold was cheap-
er; now it is three times
higher,” said Abdul Qadir
Gilani. “I was with my fam-
ily, and the watch was in
my hand,” he added, noting
that his host in Barcelona
was also robbed.

“As long as there is life,
there is the world; such
things come and go,” the
PPP lawmaker remarked.
The current value of
the stolen timepiece,
which Gilani said he
purchased long before
gold prices surged,
makes theft one of the
costlier street crimes
involving a Pakistani
public figure abroad in
recent memory.

The Gilani family of Mul-
tan is a prominent politi-
cal dynasty. Three broth-
ers — Abdul Qadir Gilani,
Ali Musa Gilani and newly
elected MNA Qasim Gilani
— are member of the Na-
tional Assembly.

They are the sons of former
prime minister and incum-
bent Senate Chairman Syed
Yusuf Raza Gilani. Their
other brother, Ali Haider
Gilani, is a PPP MPA in the
Punjab Assembly.

In a rare -coincidence,
MNAs Ali Musa and Qa-
sim, along with Ali Haid-
er, were all born on the
same day — April 10, 1986
— making the present Na-
tional Assembly home to a
set of twins in the form of
Ali Musa and Qasim.

Petroleum product prices
likely to further drop

Market data shows prices of US crude

Officials say about 10 buildings toppled 011’ Brent crude has dropped

Speaking on the occasion,

Naqvi said Pakistan was
founded on the golden princi-
ples of Islam — justice, equali-
ty, and tolerance — and would
always remain steadfast on
these foundations. He em-
phasized that protecting the
life, property, faith, and free-
dom of worship of minorities
was not only a constitutional
obligation but also part of Pa-
kistan’s national identity.
“Every citizen, regardless
of religion, is an equal Pa-
kistani,” he said, adding
that Islam rejects coercion,
promotes freedom of belief,
and upholds respect for hu-
manity — values that form
the basis of minorities’ pro-
tection in the country.
Citing Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah’s landmark
address of August 11, 1947,
Naqvi noted that the coun-
try’s founder had clearly
stated that all citizens enjoy
equal status. “The Constitu-
tion of Pakistan guarantees
the fundamental rights of
minorities, and we are com-
mitted to ensuring their full
implementation,” he said.

Israel kills Al
Jazeera team

NEws DESK

CAIRO/JERUSALEM: Is-
rael’s military said it killed
an Al Jazeera journalist it
accused of being a Hamas
cell leader in a Gaza air-
strike, but rights advocates
said he had been targeted
for his frontline reporting
on the Gaza war and Isra-
el’s claim lacked evidence.
Anas Al Sharif, 28, was among
a group of four Al Jazeera
journalists and an assistant
who died in a strike on a tent
near Shifa Hospital in eastern
Gaza City, Gaza officials and
Al Jazeera said. An official at
the hospital said two other
people were also killed in the
strike. Calling Al Sharif “one of
Gaza’s bravest journalists,” Al
Jazeera said the attack was a
“desperate attempt to silence
voices in anticipation of the
occupation of Gaza.” Al Sharif
was the head of a Hamas cell
and “was responsible for ad-
vancing rocket attacks against
Israeli civilians and IDF [Israe-
li] troops,” the Israeli military
said in a statement, citing
intelligence and documents
found in Gaza as evidence.

in Sindirgi, quake’s epicentre, including
three-storey building in city centre

NEws DESK

ANKARA: A 6.1-magnitude quake struck Sindirgi in west-
ern Turkey on Sunday, the Turkish disaster management
agency (AFAD) said, killing at least one person and injur-
ing dozens more. The quake was felt across several cities in
the west of the country, including Istanbul and the tourist
hotspot of Izmir. “An 81-year-old person died soon after hav-
ing been rescued from under the rubble,” Turkish Interior
Minister Ali Yerlikaya told journalists at Sindirgi, the epicen-
tre of the quake. Another 29 people had been injured, but
not seriously, he added. The quake collapsed 16 buildings
in Sindirgi and its surroundings, of which four were inhab-
ited, including a three-storey building in the city centre,
he said. Several people were pulled alive from the rubble
of the three-storey building, where six people were living.
The person who died had also been buried under the rub-
ble there before being freed. Earlier, Mayor Serkan Sak
had told Turkish private channel NTV: “Four were rescued
from the rubble.” Efforts to extract the two others were on-
going, he added. Some 319 first responders were deployed
to the affected zone, AFAD said. The quake hit at 7:53 pm
(1653 GMT), with some 20 aftershocks ranging from 3.5 to
4.6-magnitude, according to AFAD. Turkey is crisscrossed
by several geological fault lines, which have previously
caused catastrophes in the country. A quake in February
2023 in the southwest killed at least 53,000 people and
devastated Antakya, the site of the ancient city of Antioch.

Bangladesh

Of the fresh cases, 84 people
in Dhaka Division and 81 in
Chittagong Division were admitted
to hospitals in the past hours

DHAKA: The number of deaths from the mosquito-borne
dengue disease in Bangladesh this year rose to 101, with
three new fatalities in the past hours, according to the health
office on Sunday. The Directorate General of Health Servic-
es said that two people died of dengue in the capital Dhaka’s
South City Corporation and one in the southeastern Chit-
tagong Division. Of total deaths, 45 fatalities occurred in the
Dhaka South City Corporation. And, 11 in Dhaka North City
Corporation with 17 in the Chittagong division.
Meanwhile, as many as 448 new dengue patients were
admitted to hospitals in the last 24 hours, taking the
total caseload to 24,183 this year.

However, 22,708 patients were released from the hospital.
Of the total cases, 39.3% are female, the health services
said. The highest number of dengue patients were admit-
ted to hospitals in the south-central Barisal division in the
past hours. As many as 95 dengue patients were admitted
to hospitals across this division in the last 24 hours.

Of the fresh cases, 84 people in Dhaka Division and
81 in Chittagong Division were admitted to hospi-
tals in the past hours. In 2023, Bangladesh reported
a record 1,705 deaths due to dengue and a total of
321,179 cases, according to official data. - Agencies

Europe pushes for Ukraine
role in Trump-Putin talks

BRUSSELS: European leaders on Sunday pushed for
Ukraine to be a part of negotiations between the Unit-
ed States and Russia, ahead of talks between presidents
Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump. The two leaders will
meet in the US state of Alaska Friday to try to resolve the
three-year war, but the European Union has insisted that
Kyiv and European powers should be part of any deal to
end the conflict. The idea of a US-Russia meeting without
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has raised con-
cerns that a deal would require Kyiv to cede swaths of ter-
ritory, which the EU has rejected. EU foreign ministers
will discuss the talks in a meeting by video link on Monday,
joined by their Ukrainian counterpart.

“The path to peace in Ukraine cannot be decided without
Ukraine,” leaders from France, Germany, Italy, Poland,
Britain and Finland and EU Commission chief Ursula von
der Leyen said in a joint statement, urging Trump to put
more pressure on Russia. In a flurry of diplomacy, Zelen-
sky held calls with 13 counterparts over three days includ-
ing Kyiv’s main backers Germany, Britain and France.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said Sunday he hoped
and assumed that Zelensky would attend the leaders’ sum-
mit. Leaders of the Nordic and Baltic countries - Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway and
Sweden - also said no decisions should be taken without
Kyiv’s involvement. Talks on ending the war could only take
place during a ceasefire, they added in a joint statement.
Asked on CNN on Sunday if Zelensky could be present, US
Ambassador to NATO Matthew Whitaker responded: “Yes,
I certainly think it’s possible.” “Certainly, there can’t be
a deal that everybody that’s involved in it doesn’t agree
to. And, I mean, obviously, it’s a high priority to get this
war to end.” Whitaker said the decision would ultimately

be Trump’s to make, and there was no word Sunday from
the White House. Top EU diplomat Kaja Kallas said any
deal between the United States and Russia to end the war
in Ukraine had to include Kyiv and the bloc.

“President Trump is right that Russia has to end its war
against Ukraine,” Kallas said in a statement Sunday.

“The US has the power to force Russia to negotiate se-
riously. Any deal between the US and Russia must have
Ukraine and the EU included, for it is a matter of Ukraine’s
and the whole of Europe’s security,” she added.

“I will convene an extraordinary meeting of the EU foreign
ministers on Monday to discuss our next steps.”
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andriy Sybiga will also take
part in the Monday afternoon meeting, the ministry said.
NATO chief Mark Rutte told ABC’s “This Week” broadcast
on Sunday that Trump was “putting pressure on Putin”.
“Next Friday will be important because it will be about test-
ing Putin, how serious he is on bringing this terrible war to
an end,” he added. Ukraine’s military said on Sunday it had
taken back a village in the Sumy region from the Russian
army, which has made significant recent gains.

The village is on the frontline in the north of the country
and about 20 kilometres (13 miles) west of the main fight-
ing between the two armies in the northern region.

As a prerequisite to any peace settlement, Moscow has
demanded Kyiv pull its forces out of the regions and com-
mit to being a neutral state, shun US and EU military
support and be excluded from joining NATO. Kyiv said
it would never recognise Russian control over its sover-
eign territory, though it acknowledged that getting land
captured by Russia back would have to come through di-
plomacy, not on the battlefield. The EU’s Kallas backed
Kyiv’s position on Sunday. ~-Agencies

ISLAMABAD: In a sigh of relief for the in-
flation-hit masses, petroleum product pric-
es in Pakistan are expected to see another
reduction from August 16, following a fall
in global crude oil prices over the past 11
days, Geo News reported on Monday.

According to market data, US crude oil pric-
es have dropped by $5.71 per barrel, from
$69.26 to $63.48. Similarly, Brent crude has
fallen by $5.72 per barrel, from $71.70 to
$65.98. The government will make chang-

es to domestic petroleum prices on Au-
gust 16. In the previous fortnightly review,
the federal government had slashed petrol
price by Rs7.54 for the next fortnight to
Rs264.61 per litre, while diesel’s price was
increased by Rs1.48 to Rs285.83 per litre.
Separately, during the National Assembly’s
Question Hour, Minister of State for Petro-
leum Ali Pervez Malik said that on April 16
this year, petroleum levy was increased by
Rs8 on petrol and Rs7 on diesel. - DNA

otfled O

r..,-,Imr.'IE Eaa‘es

WATER TASTES BESTT

IN GLASSI!

For Sales & Supply Contact

Qaiser Waheed
03334131756 03325808422 03355111043

Adeel Butt

Riaz Muhammad

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad Ph: 051-8488394  Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com



