
Four Indian-
sponsored 
terrorists 

gunned down
Army reaffirms commitment to 

uprooting Indian-backed terrorism from 
country, says military’s media wing

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Security forces elimi-
nated four terrorists belonging to the 
Indian proxy “Fitna al-Hindustan” in an 
intelligence-based operation (IBO)  in Ba-
lochistan’s Khuzdar district, the Inter-Ser-

vices Public Relations (ISPR) said in a 
statement on Thursday. According to the 
military’s media wing, the IBO was con-
ducted by security forces on September 17 
on the reported presence of militants. 
“During the conduct of the operation, 
own forces effectively engaged the ter-
rorists’ location, and after an intense fire 
exchange, four Indian sponsored terrorists 
were sent to hell,” the ISPR said.
It added that weapons, ammunition, and 
explosives were also recovered from the 
terrorists, who remained actively involved 
in numerous terrorist activities in the area. 
The ISPR said that a sanitisation operation 
is being conducted to eliminate any other 
terrorists found in the area, reaffirming 
that the security forces of Pakistan are de-
termined to wipe out the menace of Indi-
an-sponsored terrorism from the country.

What does Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia defence 

agreement mean?

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The signing of the SMDA is not 
just symbolic or ceremonial—it reflects a deep, 
strategic partnership. Its scope goes far be-
yond defense. It covers military relations, eco-
nomic cooperation, regional and geographical 
security, and even people-to-people ties. This 
is what makes it a strategic agreement, 
rather than just a routine defense MoU.
2. Unique Nature of the Agreement
What makes this agreement historically 
unique is that it works both ways:
• Top-to-Bottom – from leadership, gov-
ernments, and institutions.
• Bottom-to-Top – rooted in the brotherly 
relations between the peoples of both coun-
tries. This means it is not limited to politi-
cal or military elites; it draws strength from 

Continued on Page 06

RIYADH: Deputy Governor of Riyadh sees Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
off after his successful visit to the Kingdom. – DNA

The Bottom-to-Top factor highlights that Pakistanis and Saudis 
already enjoy centuries-old cultural, religious, and emotional 

bonds. This agreement is essentially an institutional reinforcement 
of that natural brotherhood. It makes the partnership  

durable, long-term, and resistant to political fluctuations

Bonds of brotherhood

Briefs

Trump, Starmer
differ on Palestine
recognition; show 
unity on Russia

Centreline Report

LONDON: US President Donald 
Trump and British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer held a joint press conference 
in London, where both leaders project-
ed unity on global security challenges 
but revealed a stark difference of opin-
ion over the question of recognizing 
Palestine as an independent state. 
The highly anticipated press briefing 
at Downing Street was dominated by 
two issues: the recognition of Palestine 
and the ongoing war in Ukraine. Prime 
Minister Starmer reiterated his gov-
ernment’s long-held position that the 
United Kingdom remains open to for-
mally recognizing a Palestinian state as 
part of its commitment to a two-state 
solution. “The UK believes that recog-
nition of Palestine is a legitimate step 
that may need to be taken sooner rath-

er than later in order to create a path-
way to peace,” Starmer said. President 
Trump, however, strongly opposed 
the idea, stressing that the release of 
Israeli hostages must remain the pri-
ority. “Until and unless all hostages 
are freed, such an option should not 
even be considered,” Trump declared, 
drawing a sharp contrast with the UK’s 
more Europe-aligned approach. Ana-
lysts note that this divergence could 
mark a shift in the traditionally close 
U.S.-UK foreign policy alignment.
On the issue of Russia and Ukraine, 
however, both leaders struck a united 
front. They expressed strong distrust 
in Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and pledged to increase pressure on 
Moscow. “Putin cannot be trusted. 
He has let me down,” Trump said 
candidly, while Starmer echoed that 

Continued on Page 06

US trying to 
get Bagram 

air base back
dna

CHEQUERS: President Donald 
Trump said Thursday he was 
working to “get back” Bagram air-
base, which the United States gave 
up control of after the 2021 Talib-
an takeover of Afghanistan.
“We’re trying to get it back, by 
the way, that could be a little 
breaking news. We’re trying to 
get it back because they need 
things from us. We want that 
base back,” Trump said at a 
press conference with British 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

Prime Minister Starmer reiterated his government’s 
long-held position that the United Kingdom remains 
open to formally recognizing a Palestinian state as 

part of its commitment to a two-state solution

Reko Diq:
Government 

earmarks 
$390m for 
rail tracks

 
News Desk

QUETTA: The federal gov-
ernment agreed to provide 
$390 million to the Reko 
Diq mining project to build 
rail tracks from mines in Ba-
lochistan, according to the 
Finance Division on Thurs-
day. The decision was taken 
during a meeting of the Eco-
nomic Coordination Com-
mittee (ECC) in Islamabad, 
chaired by Finance Minister 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, ac-
cording to a press release 
from the Finance Division. 
The press release stated 
that the railways ministry 

Continued on Page 06

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Raimundas Karoblis, the newly ap-
pointed Ambassador of the European Union to Pa-
kistan, called on the Federal Minister for Finance 
and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, at 
the Finance Division . During the meeting, both 
sides discussed matters of mutual interest, particu-
larly focusing on enhancing economic cooperation 
and strengthening bilateral trade and investment 
ties between Pakistan and the European Union.
Welcoming the Ambassador on his diplomatic as-
signment in Pakistan, the Finance Minister briefed 
him on the country’s economic situation, noting that 
the economy was on the path to recovery and in a 
stronger position. He also apprised the Ambassador 
of the Government’s wide-ranging macroeconomic 
reforms in taxation, energy, state-owned enterpris-
es, public finance, and the rightsizing of government 
institutions, expressing optimism that the privatiza-
tion process would gain further momentum in the 
coming days. He underlined that the Prime Minister 
was personally leading the economic reform agenda.
He noted that Pakistan had recently received posi-
tive assessments from all three leading global cred-
it rating agencies, which were now well-aligned on 
Pakistan’s economic outlook, reflecting growing 
confidence from bilateral partners, including the 
EU. He added that overall business sentiment 
had improved, though continued efforts were un-

derway to further facilitate local investors.
The Finance Minister also spoke about the devasta-
tion caused by recent floods to crops, livestock, and 
infrastructure, stating that federal and provincial 
governments were managing rescue and relief oper-
ations from their own resources. He informed that 
over 950 precious lives had been lost and that dam-
age assessment to crops, roads, bridges, and other 
infrastructure was being carried out by National Dis-
aster Management Authority and through satellite 
imagery. He said the federal cabinet would decide on 
making an appeal to the international community for 

support in rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts.
Senator Aurangzeb welcomed plans to activate the 
EU-Pakistan Business Forum and offered full sup-
port in this regard. He encouraged EU companies 
to explore investment opportunities in Pakistan, 
especially in the oil and gas, mining and minerals, 
information technology, agriculture, and privatiza-
tion opportunities in the power, financial, and avia-
tion sectors. He also thanked the EU for its contin-
ued support under the GSP Plus scheme.
Ambassador Karoblis said he was pleased to be in 
Pakistan and underlined the country’s importance 

in promoting regional peace and stability in South 
Asia. He stated that he had been briefed by his 
team on the macroeconomic stability achieved by 
Pakistan over the past year and a half under the 
Finance Minister’s leadership, and congratulated 
him on the recent credit rating upgrades for Paki-
stan. He assured the EU’s continued support for 
Pakistan’s economic progress and development.
He informed that over 300 EU companies were 
currently operating in Pakistan across various 
sectors and expressed his commitment to fur-
ther expanding bilateral trade and investment 
ties. He shared his plans to fully revive and ac-
tivate the EU-Pakistan Business Forum, with a 
meeting planned for the first half of next year, 
which would serve as a catalyst for enhanced 
economic cooperation.Pakistan Travel Guides
The Ambassador noted that the GSP Plus regime had 
been instrumental in boosting Pakistan’s exports to 
the EU, with over 30 percent of Pakistan’s exports 
destined for the EU market. He also highlighted the 
European Investment Bank’s ongoing projects in 
Pakistan, including lending for water and sanitation 
projects in Karachi, and its future plans to support 
initiatives in the railways, energy, and rural housing 
sectors. Ambassador Karoblis expressed his condo-
lences on the loss of lives and damage to infrastruc-
ture caused by the floods in Pakistan. Both sides re-
affirmed their commitment to further strengthening 
the Pakistan-EU economic partnership and to explor-
ing new avenues of cooperation in the years ahead.

Pakistan role in regional peace important, says EU envoy
Senator Aurangzeb welcomed plans to activate the EU-Pakistan Business Forum and offered full 

support in this regard. He encouraged EU companies to explore investment opportunities in Pakistan

US president in UK

Imran expresses 
grievances in letter 

to CJP Afridi
In the letter dated September 16, Imran expressed griev-
ances over several matters, including the conditions he 

has been kept in inside jail, and urged CJP Afridi to direct 
the Islamabad High Court to fix some “critical petitions” 

that had been “hanging in the doldrums” for hearing

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: PTI founder Imran Khan has 
written a letter to Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) Yahya Afridi, it emerged on Thursday 
as party leader Latif Khosa delivered it to 
the top judge at the Supreme Court.
In the letter dated September 16, Imran 
expressed grievances over several matters, 
including the conditions he has been kept 
in inside jail, and urged CJP Afridi to direct 
the Islamabad High Court to fix some “criti-
cal petitions” that had been “hanging in the 
doldrums” for hearing. The petitions he was 
referring to pertain to Toshakhana and Al 
Qadir Trust cases.Speaking to the media af-
ter delivering Imran’s letter, Khosa said the 
CJP had sought the ex-premier’s complaints 

regarding the conditions in jail in writing 
and assured that his grievances would be ad-
dressed and responded to within 24 hours.
He said, “We will inform you about whatev-
er happens in [the next] 24 hours.”
Khosa said he had also expressed “our res-
ervations” about the judiciary to the chief 
justice and raised the matter of jail reforms.
“The CJP has sought suggestions over jail 
reforms,” he said. Earlier, Imran’s sister 
Aleema Khanum had reached the court 
with the PTI founder’s letter, where she 
was reportedly barred from meeting the 
CJP by police. Khosa was later allowed ac-
cess to the chief justice. Imran began his 
letter with complaints about jail conditions, 
saying: “For over 772 days, from a cage 

Continued on Page 06

India to ‘study 
implications’ of 
Pakistan-Saudi 

Arabia defence pact
News Desk

NEW DELHI: Reacting to the histor-
ic defence pact between Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia, India has said that New 
Delhi will study the development’s im-
plications with regard to its national 
security, regional and global security. 
“We have seen reports of the signing 
of a strategic mutual defence pact be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,” 
India’s Ministry of External Affairs 

Continued on Page 06

US revokes 
visas of 
Indians 

involved in 
malpractices

DNA
NEW DELHI: The US embas-
sy in New Delhi has revoked 
or denied visas for certain 
Indian business executives 
and corporate leaders due to 
their involvement in traffick-
ing fentanyl precursors, the 
embassy said in a statement 
on Thursday.  Fentanyl pre-
cursors refer to the basic or 
parent chemicals that form 
fentanyl. The statement from 
the embassy did not name 
the people against whom the 
visa action had been taken.

Blast at 
Chaman 

border kills 5
Explosives hidden in 
luggage detonate in 

Chaman, says official

 
dna

CHAMAN: At least five peo-
ple were killed and three 
others injured in an explo-
sion at a border taxi stand in 
Balochistan’s Chaman city 
on Wednesday. The area’s 
assistant commissioner said 
that the blast occurred when 
explosives hidden in passen-
gers’ luggage went off at the 
busy stand. The deceased 
and injured were imme-
diately shifted to the Dis-
trict Headquarters (DHQ) 
hospital. The Balochistan 
government has ordered an 
inquiry into the incident. 
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Pakistan, China 
ties are excellent, 
says Asif Zardari

Keshorn Walcott 
wins javelin 
throw final
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Pakistan a 
brotherly 
country

IslamabadPOST

US, Israel 
criticise 
UN staff 
News Desk

NEW YORK: Documents 
show that the United States 
and Israel have sent com-
plaint letters to top United 
Nations officials contesting 
the impartiality of their staff 
over the Gaza conflict, as 
hundreds of UN staff protest-
ed outside its European head-
quarters, Reuters reports.

Sri Lanka 
secure Super 

4 Spot in 
Asia Cup

 
Sports Desk

DUBAI: Sri Lanka booked 
their place in the Super 4 
stage of the Asia Cup after 
a nail-biting victory over 
Afghanistan, chasing down 
a target of 171 in the sec-
ond last over of the match. 
Batting first, Afghanistan 
posted a competitive total 
of 170 runs in their allotted 
20 overs. Their top-order 
batters provided a strong 
foundation, but disciplined 
bowling from Sri Lanka in 
the death overs prevented 
Afghanistan from cross-
ing the 180-mark. In re-
sponse, Sri Lanka showed 
resilience under pressure. 

Continued on Page 06
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PESHAWAR: The recently signed strategic mu-
tual defence agreement (SMDA) between Paki-
stan and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) has 
been widely praised by the defense, political and 
diplomatic experts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, who 
have termed it a historic milestone in bilateral 
relations between the two brotherly countries.
Analysts see the agreement as a crucial step 
in deepening defence cooperation between 
Islamabad and Riyadh amid shifting regional 
dynamics and evolving security situation in 
the Middle East. Former ambassador of Pa-
kistan to Saudi Arabia, Manzoorul Haq, told 
APP on Thursday that the agreement, signed 
by Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
and Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Sau-
di Arabia, Mohammad Bin Salman, strongly 
reflected a shared commitment to collective 
security and regional peace. He emphasized 
that the clause stating any aggression against 
one country shall be considered aggression 
against both marks a significant shift in strate-
gic thinking and defence approach.
“Pakistan and KSA are close friends and this 
relationship is based on mutual trust and re-

spect,” he said, adding the Pakistani nation 
and Govt feel proud of the close relationship 
with people and the Govt of Saudi Arabia and 
hailed the SMDA agreement in all respects. Am-
bassador Manzoor termed the agreement a major 
breakthrough, saying that it strongly reflected a 
new security mindset in the Arab world, especially 
after Israel’s recent illegal strikes in Arab countries 
especially against Doha Qatar. Referring to the Is-
raeli attacks on Qatar and the subsequent Doha 
Emergency Arab Countries Summit, he said Arab 
nations are now increasingly focused on strengthen-
ing mutual defense capabilities, and that Pakistan’s 
importance has enhanced significantly after its 
superiority in war fighting abilities shown by PAF 
and our armed forces against India. “If Qatar can 
be targeted, other nations in the region are equal-
ly vulnerable,” Manzoorul Haq reiterated. “In this 
context, Saudi Arabia turned to its most sincere 
and timed tested ally Pakistan.” He stressed that 
while Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have long enjoyed 
close bilateral relations and military ties, this land-
mark agreement formalizes their relationship at an 
unprecedented level. “This is a major step forward, 
especially after Pakistan’s successful operation in 

Marka-e-Haq, which reshaped regional perceptions 
of its military strength and war fighting abilities in 
land, air and sea,” he added. Dr. Hussain Shaheed 
Soharwardi, former Chairman of the International 
Relations Department at the University of Peshawar, 
said the agreement has elevated Pakistan-Saudi ties 
from economic and cultural cooperation to a strategic 
defense alliance. “This sends a strong message to all 
adversaries and reinforces mutual trust and deepening 
defense cooperation between Pakistan and KSA,” he 
said. “The language of the agreement is very powerful, 
marking a shift in Pakistan’s role from a regional player 
to a strategic power capable of working with both Middle 
Eastern and South Asian partners.”
Dr. Soharwardi said that while the agreement was a stra-
tegic win for Pakistan but it also presented a challenge to 
live up to Saudi Arabia’s expectations. “One clear dimen-
sion is Saudi Arabia’s gradual shift away from sole reli-
ance on the U.S security umbrella,” he explained. “But 
more importantly, Pakistan’s military capabilities were 
strongly demonstrated in operation iron wall against 
India in May last and successful IBOs against Indian 
sponsored Fitnaul Khwaraj terrorists that made it the 
most suitable choice for deepening defense coopera-
tion between the two countries.—APP

Pakistan-KSA’s coop deepened after 
historic defence agreement: Experts

Pak faces billions in 
costs from plastic 

waste, warns Romina

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for National Heritage & Culture Division Huzifa Rehman visiting 
during opening ceremony of Digital Immersive Gallery at Islamabad Museum.

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan is paying a 
steep price for its growing plastic 
pollution crisis, with 3.3 million 
tons of plastic waste generated an-
nually causing severe economic, 
social, and environmental damage, 
the Prime Minister’s Coordinator 
on Climate Change, Romina Khur-
shid Alam, warned on Thursday 
Speaking at a seminar during Green 
Action Week 2025 at the National 
University of Sciences and Tech-
nology (NUST), Alam stressed that 
single-use plastics are not just an 
eyesore but a major driver of climate 
change, urban flooding, biodiversity 
loss, and public health risks. “Plas-
tic pollution has become a defining 
challenge of our era, with millions 
of tons choking rivers, cities, and 
marine ecosystems annually,” she 
said, adding that microplastics are 
now infiltrating human bodies, de-
manding urgent policy and societal 
action. Citing global studies, Alam 
highlighted the staggering finan-
cial burden of plastic waste.A 2021 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
report estimated the lifetime cost 
of plastic produced in 2019 alone 
at $3.7 trillion. The United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
places annual global environmental 
damages from plastic at $19 billion, 
while other research suggests ma-
rine plastic pollution results in loss-
es between $500 billion and $2.5 
trillion each year. Pakistan, she not-
ed, is no exception. With most of its 
plastic waste improperly handled, 
the country faces rising cleanup 
costs, healthcare expenses, and cli-
mate-related damages — all of which 
strain an already fragile economy.To 
combat the crisis, Alam said the gov-
ernment has enacted a nationwide 
ban on single-use plastics, beginning 
with strict enforcement in Islama-
bad and extending across provinces. 
The regulations target polythene 
bags, disposable cutlery, straws, and 
other high-waste items, with penal-
ties for violators.
“This ban is only part of the solu-

tion. Regulation alone is not enough 
— we need behavioral change to re-
place throwaway habits with sustain-
able practices,” Alam emphasized.
As part of the government’s “Plas-
tic-Free Pakistan” campaign, alter-
natives such as cotton bags, paper 
packaging, and biodegradable prod-
ucts are being promoted. Confis-
cated plastics are also being repur-
posed into benches and planters to 
encourage a zero-waste lifestyle.
The campaign is backed by com-
munity engagement and awareness 
drives to help citizens adopt green-
er practices. Alam urged industries, 
local authorities, and the public to 
take joint responsibility, pointing to 
Punjab’s partial success with plastic 
bans as a model to expand.
“Together, let us turn the tide on 
plastic pollution to secure healthy 
rivers, vibrant habitats, and sustain-
able communities,” she said. “This 
is an investment in our environment 
and economy that safeguards both 
current and future generations.”

MDCAT 2025 rescheduled 
to October 26 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Medical and Dental Council 
(PM&DC) on Thursday has 
announced that the Medical 
and Dental College Admission 
Test (MDCAT) 2025 would 
now be held on October 26, 
2025, instead of October 5. 
The decision was taken after 
considering the difficulties 
faced by students in flood-af-
fected areas. According to 
PM&DC, a total of 140,071 
candidates have registered for 
the examination, which will be 
conducted nationwide through 
provincial universities. The 
test will also be held at one 
international venue in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. Punjab has re-
ported the highest number 
of applicants with 50,443 can-
didates registered under the 
University of Health Sciences, 
Lahore. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
follows with 39,964 candi-
dates through Khyber Medical 
University, Peshawar, while 
Sindh has 33,160 candidates 

registered under the Sukkur 
IBA Testing Service. From 
Balochistan, 10,278 candi-
dates will appear under the 
Bolan University of Medical 
& Health Sciences, Quetta. 
In addition, 1,146 candidates 
from Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory, 3,322 from Azad Jammu 
& Kashmir, and 1,564 from 
Gilgit-Baltistan will appear 
under the Shaheed Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhutto Medical Universi-
ty (SZABMU), Islamabad. A 
further 194 candidates have 
registered to sit the test at 
overseas centers through 
SZABMU. PM&DC clar-
ified that while the exam 
will be conducted by univer-
sities nominated by federal 
and provincial authorities, 
the Council has prepared a 
uniform syllabus and item 
bank to ensure fairness. The 
universities are required 
to strictly follow PM&DC 
standards in both paper set-
ting and result declaration. 

The Council added that it is 
coordinating with the FIA, 
IB, and police to ensure 
transparency and prevent 
paper leaks or cheating. Can-
didates have been advised 
to follow only the official 
instructions and advisories 
issued by PM&DC or univer-
sities and to disregard false 
information circulating in the 
media. PM&DC President 
Dr. Rizwan Taj urged univer-
sities to make every effort 
to facilitate candidates and 
conduct the exam smoothly. 
He further advised students 
to prepare with dedication 
and integrity, emphasizing 
that merit and hard work 
are the only paths to suc-
cess. The MDCAT remains 
a mandatory entry test for 
admission into medical 
and dental colleges across 
Pakistan and serves as a key 
step in selecting the most 
competent candidates for the 
healthcare profession.—APP

CDA okays land for ANF 
office near Islamabad Airport
ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority (CDA) has approved the allocation of land for an Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) office adjacent to the New Islamabad International Airport, in a move aimed at strengthening counter-narcotics 
operations and improving security infrastructure in the federal capital. The decision was made at the 16th meeting of 
the CDA Board, chaired by CDA Chairman and Chief Commissioner Islamabad Muhammad Ali Randhawa on Thursday. 
Officials said the new ANF office would enhance surveillance and coordination in curbing narcotics smuggling routes con-
nected to the airport.  The board also approved land for a new police station, further underlining the city’s focus on law 
enforcement and public safety. Alongside these security-related approvals, the board introduced citizen relief measures by 
waiving charges for grave-digging and coffin carrier bus services in Islamabad. “The purpose of this decision is to provide 
citizens with all possible relief and facilities during their time of grief,” Randhawa said, while directing that more coffin 
carrier buses be deployed to graveyards. The board also endorsed reforms for Capital Hospital, including a revision of 
the fee structure for private patients under the Institutional Based Private Practice (IBPP) system and the digitization 
of hospital operations through modern equipment and a cashless system. Randhawa emphasized that revenue gen-
erated from the hospital’s revenue plan would be reinvested to upgrade patient care and facilities. Another major 
decision was the adoption of the CDA Internship Policy 2025, under which graduates from Pakistan’s top public and 
private universities will be hired transparently and on merit.= The initiative is expected to fulfill the CDA’s human 
resource needs while providing young professionals with practical exposure and modern skills. The meeting also 
decided to send a proposal to the federal government to name the F-10 Service Road (East) after national javelin 
thrower and international medalist Arshad Nadeem. In addition, the CDA extended its agreement with the Rawalpindi 
Waste Management Company (RWMC) for the continued transportation of Islamabad’s municipal waste to the Chak Beli 
Khan Road dumping site. The board further approved the adoption of rules for the upgradation of Statistical Assistants in 
Grade 15 and 16, in accordance with Finance Division directives. Chairman Randhawa reaffirmed the authority’s priori-
ties, saying, “The construction and development of Islamabad, providing the best facilities to citizens, and beautification 
are among the top priorities of the CDA, and all available resources are being utilized for this purpose.—DNA

Uzbekistan expands global 
financial partnerships to 

boost reforms
ISLAMABAD: Uzbekistan is intensifying cooperation with leading international finan-
cial institutions and global companies as part of its drive to advance economic re-
forms, strengthen financial stability, and ensure sustainable development.
According to the Uzbek embassy in Islamabad, in recent high-level meetings, the gov-
ernment engaged with the World Bank on long-term development goals, including 
transport infrastructure projects such as the planned Tashkent–Andijan toll road, as 
well as broader measures to mitigate economic risks Talks with the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) focused on programs to support the national economy and safeguard 
financial stability, while the International Finance Corporation (IFC) emphasized pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP) projects, particularly in healthcare and energy modern-
ization. The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) and the U.S. Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation (DFC) pledged support for investment 
guarantees and expanded financing opportunities. At the same time, major invest-
ment banks including JPMorgan, Citi, and Franklin Templeton discussed strategies to 
enhance Uzbekistan’s international image, strengthen capital markets, and attract new 
investors.  Global firms such as AECOM and BlackRock explored potential partnerships in 
energy, transport, and water supply projects. Efforts to nurture Uzbekistan’s startup eco-
system were also in focus, with Garage Startup House and 500 Global reviewing support 
for the national venture fund and ways to integrate Uzbek startups into the international 
innovation community.  Additionally, discussions with Nasdaq and the New York Stock Ex-
change (NYSE) highlighted avenues for attracting foreign investment into Uzbekistan’s capital 
markets. Officials said the country’s expanding engagement with global financial institutions 
and companies is opening new opportunities for investment, creating jobs, and accelerating 
progress toward Uzbekistan’s Vision 2030 goals.—APP

KAPCO starts 
commercial 

operations of 
495 MW Plant

Islamabad: Kot Addu Pow-
er Company Limited (PSX: 
KAPCO) has successfully 
completed the Initial Tested 
Capacity (ICT) and Initial 
Heat Rate Test (HRT) of 495 
MW power plant, conducted 
on September 12, 2025. The 
Independent Engineer has 
issued the official test certif-
icate. This marks KAPCO’s 
formal role as an Independ-
ent Power Producer (IPP) 
supplying electricity to the 
National Grid.  The Tripar-
tite Power Purchase Agree-
ment (TPPA), signed on June 
4, 2025, following approval 
by the National Electric 
Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA), required these 
tests before the TPPA could 
become effective. With com-
pletion of the tests, the TPPA 
is now effective from Sep-
tember 13, 2025, marking 
the Commercial Operation 
Date (COD). Commenting 
on the milestone, Shahab 
Qadir, CEO of KAPCO, said: 
“The COD is a significant 
milestone for KAPCO and 
Pakistan’s Power Sector. 
From this date, KAPCO will 
supply electricity upto 495 
MW from its plant to the 
National Grid and the Power 
Purchaser under NEPRA-ap-
proved tariff. With flexible 
fuel options—RLNG in sum-
mer and LSFO in winter—our 
plant will provide reliable and 
economical power, support 
grid stability, and contribute 
to the country’s economic 
growth.” KAPCO has re-
ceived requisite approvals 
from NEPRA and NTDC, 
with final tariff determination 
expected soon. The TPPA 
ensures structured payments 
for capacity, operations, and 
working capital, providing a 
stable framework for power 
supply.—DNA

Bugti vows to 
ensure special 
care of people 
in repatriation 

of Afghan 
QUETTA: Chief Minister Ba-
lochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti 
on Thursday reaffirmed that 
the ongoing repatriation of 
Afghan refugees would be 
carried out in a transparent, 
well-organized and dignified 
manner to safeguard the 
self-respect of every individ-
ual. He emphasized that the 
provincial government was 
implementing the federal pol-
icy on repatriation and main-
taining close coordination 
with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). He expressed 
these views while presiding 
over a high-level meeting 
here.-APP

BISP reviews plans for 
 secure payment system

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson 
Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), Sena-
tor Rubina Khalid has reaf-
firmed that BISP is commit-
ted to adopting a modern, 
transparent, and technol-
ogy-driven payment mech-
anism to ensure timely, 
convenient, and respectful 
delivery of financial assis-
tance to millions of benefi-
ciaries across Pakistan.
She was speaking at a 
high-level meeting held 
at BISP Headquarters on 
Thursday to review meas-
ures for developing a se-
cure and accessible cash 
distribution system.
The meeting was jointly 

chaired by Senator Rubina 
Khalid and Secretary BISP, 
Amer Ali Ahmad, and was 
attended by Muhammad 
Bashir Khan, Chief Com-
mercial Officer One Link, 
the Karandaaz team, Addi-
tional Secretary BISP, and 
all Directors General. The 
detailed deliberations were 
held on designing a technolo-
gy-driven payment mechanism 
that ensures minimal human 
involvement, upholds dignity 
for beneficiaries, and provides 
them the freedom of choice in 
accessing their financial assis-
tance. Senator Rubina Khalid 
emphasized that, in line with 
the directions of the President 
and the vision of the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan, BISP’s 
leadership is determined to 
modernize its cash transfer 
system and guarantee benefi-
ciaries a transparent and digni-
fied service experience.
Secretary Amer Ali Ahmad 
highlighted the importance 
of innovation and collabora-
tion among all stakeholders, 
particularly with banking 
partners, to create synergy 
in the payment system. He 
underscored that actionable 
and practical solutions will 
be key to ensuring a smooth 
and effective rollout of the 
new reforms, adding that 
technology is essential for 
transparency in any pay-
ment model._APP

Balochistan 
needs 

inclusive 
policy 

interventions
ISLAMABAD: Policymak-
ers, researchers, and devel-
opment experts gathered 
in Quetta on Thursday at a 
high-level consultative dia-
logue titled “Towards Inclu-
sive and Integrated Disaster 
Responses in Balochistan”, 
jointly organized by P&D 
Department of Balochistan, 
UNFPA and facilitated by the 
Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute (SDPI). The 
dialogue focused on building 
gender-responsive and equi-
table disaster management 
systems for one of Pakistan’s 
most climate-vulnerable 
provinces, said a press re-
lease. Delivering the opening 
remarks, Chief Economist, 
Planning and Development, 
Balochistan, Aminullah Khan 
said that although Pakistan 
contributes negligibly to glob-
al greenhouse gas emissions, 
it ranks among the ten most 
affected countries by climate 
change.  “Balochistan is not 
only struggling with floods but 
also with recurring droughts, 
including the devastating 
1998–2002 spell that ravaged 
agriculture and livestock,” he 
noted. Khan recalled the prov-
ince’s repeated devastation from 
floods in 2011, 2013, 2015, and 
most recently in 2022, which 
severely damaged lives and 
infrastructure.—APP

Mohtasib’s office wins  
international recognition

ISLAMABAD: The Wafaqi Mohtasib Institution’s spectacular performance at home 
with regard to redressal of public complaints has won international recognition and 
acclaim. This was stated by the Wafaqi Mohtasib, Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi while speaking 
informally to a group of media persons and journalists at the Wafaqi Mohtasib Sec-
retariat here on Tuesday. Qureshi, who is also the current President of the Asian 
Ombudsman Association (AOA), had recently chaired the Association’s 26th An-
nual Meeting of its Board of Directors and 18th Meeting of the General Assembly 
in China further stated that Pakistan being one of its founding members, owes its 
prominent position in the organization in striet compliance with the international 
standards upholding the core values of Ombudsmanship.—APP
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Son bags first 
MLS hat-trick 
as LAFC beat 

Real Salt Lake
DNA

SOUTH KOREAN: Son Heu-
ng-min scored his first Major 
League Soccer (MLS) hat-
trick to propel Los Angeles 
FC (LAFC) to a 4-1 victory 
over Real Salt Lake in Utah 
on Wednesday and continue 
his spectacular start to life 
in the United States. South 
Korea’s Son, the former Tot-
tenham captain who signed 
with LAFC in August for a re-
ported MLS record $26 mil-
lion, struck twice in the first 
half and again in the second. 
A former English Premier 
League golden boot winner, 
Son has had an instant im-
pact in America after a dec-
ade at Tottenham, scoring 
five goals in six MLS match-
es. Denis Bouanga got the 
fourth to become the all-time 
leading scorer for LAFC, 
who moved into fourth place 
in the Western Conference, 
two points above Seattle 
Sounders. Diego Luna came 
close to firing Real Salt Lake 
ahead in the second minute 
when he charged on to a 
cross in the penalty area, 
but his left-footed shot went 
wide. Just a minute later, Son 
punished the miss by putting 
the visitors in front. – APP
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Serena Hotels, Subhe Nau & Pak
Scouts launch tree plantation drive

DNA

Islamabad: Serena Hotels, in collaboration with 
Subhe Nau and the Pakistan Scouts Association, 
hosted a Tree Plantation Drive. The event took 
place at the National Headquarters, Sumbol Park, 
Garden Avenue, Islamabad This initiative reflected 
the shared commitment of all three organizations 
towards environmental sustainability, community 
engagement, and the fight against climate change. 
The Tree Plantation Drive aimed to raise aware-
ness about ecological conservation and the urgent 
need to expand green cover in Pakistan’s urban 
spaces. Serena Hotels, through its Public Diploma-
cy initiative, has long been engaged in meaningful 
activities that promote cultural, social, and environ-
mental development. Partnering with Subhe Nau, a 
well-recognized organization advocating for ecologi-
cal well-being, and the Pakistan Scouts Association, 
which has a proud history of community service, this 
campaign embodies a collective effort for a greener 
future. The drive witnessed active participation from 
community members, volunteers, scouts, and repre-
sentatives of civil society, underlining the importance 
of unity in protecting the environment. Pakistan, Mal-
dives Share Deep Bonds of Friendship: Acting Pres-
ident Gilani  Islamabad, 18 September 2025: Acting 
President Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani said Pakistan great-
ly values its close ties with the Maldives, describing the 
relationship as one founded on goodwill, trust and Islam-
ic brotherhood. He was speaking at Aiwan-e-Sadr today 
while receiving a delegation from the Maldives led by Mr 
Abdul Raheem Abdulla, Speaker of the People’s Majlis. 
The delegation comprised Mohamed Shahid, Husnee 
Mubarak, Yoosuf Nasheed and Abdulla Shazeem. The 
Acting President noted that Pakistan and Maldives en-
joy a relationship marked by mutual trust and shared 
values. Recalling the meeting between Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and President Dr Mohamed 
Muizzu on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in 
2024, as well as earlier leadership-level contacts, he said 
these exchanges reflect the warmth and depth of the 
bilateral relationship. Mr Gilani emphasised the need 
to maintain this momentum and expand ties across a 
wide range of sectors, including trade, tourism, edu-
cation, health, youth development, climate coopera-

tion and defence. He highlighted that bilateral trade 
stood at $8.87 million in 2024-25 and stressed that 
direct air and sea links could help unlock the relation-
ship’s full potential. He also noted Pakistan’s ability 
to meet Maldivian demand for textiles, rice, cement, 
meat, fruits, vegetables and pharmaceuticals, and re-
iterated Pakistan’s interest in strengthening defence 
cooperation. The Acting President expressed pride 
in Pakistan’s development and welfare contribu-
tions in the Maldives, including the Parliament 

building in Malé, which remains a lasting symbol 
of friendship. He added that Pakistan would con-
tinue supporting Maldivian development, particularly 
through scholarships for Maldivian students in medi-
cine, engineering, pharmacy and dentistry. Mr Gilani 
also highlighted the importance of promoting tourism 
cooperation and learning from each other’s expertise 
in this vital sector. On regional matters, he reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment to promoting peace and coop-
eration in South Asia and reviving SAARC as a plat-

form for regional development, expressing hope that 
the Maldives would play an active role. Referring to 
the developments in Jammu and Kashmir since April 
2025, he reiterated that a peaceful resolution in line 
with UN Security Council resolutions and the wishes 
of the Kashmiri people is essential for lasting peace in 
the region.  Mr Gilani also handed over an invitation 
to Mr Abdul Raheem Abdulla to attend the Inter-Par-
liamentary Speakers’ Conference, scheduled to be 
held in Islamabad in November 2025.

Gilani reaffirms Pak’s 
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Aleem reviews damage, 
rehabilitation of M-5

ISLAMABAD: In view 
of the flooding faced in 
Jalalpur Pirwala for the past 
three weeks, Federal Minis-
ter for Communications Ab-
dul Aleem Khan visited the 
affected area to review the 
damage to Motorway M-5 
and the ongoing rehabilita-
tion activities, there.
He held a special meeting 
attended by Senior Minis-
ter Punjab Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, Provincial Minis-
ters, and Federal Secretary 

for Communications, Chair-
man NHA, Commissioner 
Multan and senior officials 
of the relevant depart-
ments, said a press release 
issued on Thursday.
Talking on the occasion, Ab-
dul Aleem Khan stated that 
floodwater has spread on 
both sides of the Motorway 
M-5 up to 20 kilometers. 
“Breaking the Motorway 
was not an easy decision 
but safeguarding the lives 
and property of citizens 

takes precedence,” he em-
phasized. He added that 
saving Jalalpur Pirwala 
city remains the foremost 
priority as NHA working 
shoulder-to-shoulder with 
the Punjab Government. 
He assured that whatever 
decision the Punjab Gov-
ernment takes, NHA and 
other institutions will ful-
ly support it. Expressing 
sorrow over the extensive 
flood damages, particularly 
around Multan. – APP

Schools invited to celebrate 
World Space Week 2025

ISLAMABAD: The Rawalpin-
di Astronomy Society (RAS) 
and Space Sciences Group 
have announced an exciting 
series of outreach activities 
for World Space Week 2025, 
which will be observed world-
wide from October 4 to 10 
under the theme “Living in 
Space.”  The organizers are 
inviting schools and educa-
tional institutes across the 
region to join this global cel-
ebration of science, technol-
ogy, and space exploration by 
hosting astronomy sessions 
on their campuses.

During the week-long pro-
gram, students will be given 
a rare chance to witness 
the wonders of the universe 
with their own eyes.
 Under the guidance of 
experts from RAS and the 
Space Sciences Group, the 
participants will explore 
the craters of the Moon, 
observe distant planets 
and study star clusters 
through telescopes. The 
initiative aims to spark 
curiosity, inspire scientific 
thinking, and cultivate a 
deeper interest in astron-

omy and space sciences 
among young learners.
World Space Week is cel-
ebrated in more than 90 
countries and is recog-
nized as the largest annu-
al space event on Earth. 
Established by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
in 1999, it commemorates 
two historic milestones in 
space history: the launch 
of the first artificial satel-
lite, Sputnik-1, on October 
4, 1957, and the signing of 
the Outer Space Treaty on 
October 10, 1967. — APP

PNCA opens 
retrospective of 
Raja Changez 

Sultan
ISLAMABAD:In a defining cultural moment for Paki-
stan’s art scene, the Pakistan National Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) unveiled “In Trinity Together: A Retrospective of 
Raja Changez Sultan” on Wednesday evening, celebrating 
the six-decade journey of one of the country’s most emi-
nent painter-poets. The exhibition, curated by Noor Fati-
ma, offers an unprecedented showcase of Sultan’s artistic 
and poetic legacy, drawing diplomats, writers, artists, and 
cultural leaders to PNCA for a night of reflection, dia-
logue, and celebration. The exhibition was inaugurated 
by Ms. Natalie A. Baker, Charge d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy 
in Islamabad, alongside Asad Rehman Gilani, Secretary, 
National Heritage and Culture Division, and attended by 
a distinguished gathering including Mr. Stetson Sanders, 
U.S. Consul General Lahore, Farah Naz Akbar, Parliamen-
tary Secretary NH&CD, and M. Ayoub Jamali, Director 
General PNCA. Curated with support from Exhibition 
Manager Sarah Rajper, the retrospective features over 
100 works drawn from seven of Sultan’s seminal series — 
The Himalayan Odyssey, The Three Graces, A Thousand 
Faces of Eve, The Wood Nymphs, Birds of Paradise, Di-
vided Self, and a previously unseen collection Crucifixion 
of Eve. Together, they offer a profound journey through 
landscapes, myths, archetypes, and human portraits, 
blurring the boundaries between painting and poetry. Gi-
lani hailed Sultan’s oeuvre as “profound meditations on 
life” and a vital contribution to Pakistan’s cultural legacy, 
while Sultan himself described the exhibition as both a 
culmination and a continuation of his journey, reflecting 
“the awe of the mountains and the grace of human rela-
tionships.” In her remarks, Ms. Baker praised the retro-
spective as a testament to the power of art in fostering 
dialogue and cross-cultural understanding. – Agencies
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 ISLAMABAD : Acting President Syed 
Yousuf Raza Gilani on Thursday reaf-
firmed that Pakistan will continue to 
extend its steadfast political, diplomat-
ic and moral support to the Kashmiri 
people until they achieve their legiti-
mate right to self-determination in ac-
cordance with United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and the aspirations 
of the Kashmiri people. 
He was speaking at Aiwan-e-Sadr to-
day while meeting a delegation from 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K) 
comprising Speaker Legislative As-
sembly Chaudhry Latif Akbar, former 
Prime Minister Raja Muhammad Fa-

rooq Haider Khan, and Member Leg-
islative Assembly Hamid Raza, a Pres-
idency’s news release said. The acting 
president said that Kashmir is very 
close to his heart. Recalling his ten-
ure as Prime Minister, he mentioned 
the steps his government had taken to 
improve the standard of living of the 
people of AJ&K, including funding for 
universities, medical colleges and im-
proved road infrastructure. 
The delegation expressed deep concern 
over the impact of the recent floods in 
South Punjab. The meeting lauded the 
services of the late Kashmiri leader, 
Abdul Ghani Bhatt, Chairman Hurriyat 
Conference, who passed away yester-
day. Gilani said Bhatt’s lifelong commit-
ment to the Kashmir cause would be re-

membered with respect. He paid tribute 
to Mr Bhatt, noting that his sacrifices 
would inspire future generations. 
The acting president invited Speaker of 
the AJ&K Legislative Assembly to attend 
the International Speakers Conference 
being held in November. Condemning 
the atrocities committed by India in IIO-
JK, he highlighted the mistreatment of 
prominent leaders such as Asiya Andra-
bi, Yasin Malik, and Shabbir Shah. 
He underlined that Pakistan would con-
tinue to raise the Kashmir dispute vo-
cally at international forums. Gilani said 
that during the Marika-e-Haq standoff 
with India in May 2025, Pakistan’s civil 
and military leadership acted responsibly 
as a nuclear state, despite Indian provo-
cations and unsubstantiated allegations. 
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RAWALPINDI : Al-Shifa Trust Eye 
Hospital has treated more than fif-
teen thousand flood victims across 
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
this month, bringing crucial med-
ical assistance to families strug-
gling in the aftermath of Pakistan’s 
worst floods of 2025. The Rawal-
pindi-based charity organised eight 
emergency medical camps in Swat, 
Buner, Swabi, Sambrial, Sialkot, 
Narowal, Wazirabad, and Kasur, 
where patients lined up for eye 
checkups, general consultations, 
and urgent treatment. For many, 
these camps provided the first 
medical help since rising waters 
swept away homes, livestock and 
health facilities, leaving entire 
communities stranded without 
doctors or medicines.  The floods 
have tragically claimed 900 lives, 
including 255 innocent children, 
and disrupted the lives of more 
than five million people. Families 
displaced from their homes are 
spending nights in makeshift shel-
ters, struggling with food short-
ages and unsafe drinking water. 
Elderly citizens with chronic dis-
eases and children with infections 
remain most at risk. 

In such dire conditions, President 
Al-Shifa Trust Maj. Gen. (Retd.) 
Rehmat Khan decided on an im-
mediate intervention that offered a 
lifeline to people who cannot afford 
private medical expenses. Dr Na-

jam, General Manager of Al-Shifa 
Centre for Community Ophthalmol-
ogy (ACCO), said the most frequently 
observed eye diseases in flood-affect-
ed areas include allergic conjunctivi-
tis, viral eye infections, keratitis, and 

various bacterial infections that often 
result from exposure to contaminat-
ed water and poor hygiene practices.  
He added that more serious condi-
tions, such as acanthamoeba keratitis 
and leptospirosis, both potentially 
linked to water tainted with animal 
urine, have also been reported. He in-
formed that the trust has distributed 
over 2,000 prescription eyeglasses, 
provided eye drops and ointments for 
various eye infections, and screened 
over 3,000 patients for diabetes 
and hypertension. It offered 2,500 
food packets and 3,500 water puri-
fication tablets. In KPK, more than 
5,200 patients benefited from three 
camps, while five locations in Pun-
jab served close to 9,800 patients. 
With its nationwide eye hospital 
network in Rawalpindi, Chakwal, 
Kohat, Gilgit, and Muzaffarabad, 
Al-Shifa Trust is using its resources 
and expertise to reach communi-
ties cut off from specialised care. 
The trust has plans to scale up 
mobile clinics, equipped with oph-
thalmic equipment, medicines, and 
trained staff, in more affected areas 
in the coming weeks. The initiative 
underscores the crucial role that 
private sector healthcare networks 
can play in providing timely support 
in disaster zones. 

Al-Shifa Trust treats over 
15,000 flood victims

Briefs
Exports up by 

2.43% to Rs 
1.446t in two 

months
ISLAMABAD:The exports 
from the country in ru-
pee terms witnessed an 
increase of 2.43 percent 
during the first two months 
of the current fiscal year 
as compared to the corre-
sponding period of last year, 
the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) reported. Ex-
ports during July–August 
(2025–26) were recorded 
at Rs.1,445,947 million as 
against Rs.1,411,671 million 
during the corresponding pe-
riod of last year, according to 
provisional figures released 
by PBS. On year-on-year 
(YoY) basis, the exports from 
the country decreased by 
11.18 percent during August 
2025 as compared to the 
corresponding month of last 
year. The exports in August 
2025 were recorded at Rs 
683,369 million against the 
export of Rs 769,399 million 
recorded during last August.  
On month-on-month (MoM) 
basis the exports in August 
2025 went down by 10.39 
percent when compared to 
exports of Rs 762,578 mil-
lion in July 2025. The main 
commodities of exports 
during August 2025 were 
knitwear (Rs.125,999 mil-
lion), readymade garments 
(Rs.92,765 million), bed 
wear (Rs.76,095 million), 
cotton cloth (Rs.44,517 mil-
lion), rice other than basmati 
(Rs.26,814 million), towels 
(Rs.24,100 million), madeup 
articles excluding towels & 
bedwear (Rs.18,860 million), 
cotton yarn (Rs.17,853 mil-
lion), basmati rice (Rs.14,574 
million) and cement 
(Rs.10,706 million). On the 
other hand, imports during 
July–August (2025–26) to-
taled Rs.3,161,422 million as 
against Rs.2,713,563 million 
during the corresponding pe-
riod of last year, showing an 
increase of 16.50 percent.

Pakistani 
firm, China’s 
GDTTC forge 
partnership 
to promote 
agri trade

ISLAMABAD: In a step to 
boost agricultural and trade 
cooperation, Pakistan’s My 
E-Car Pvt Ltd. and China’s 
Global Digital Trade Trans-
action Center (GDTTC) 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to 
forge partnership under 
Green Pakistan Initiative 
The agreement encom-
passes cooperation in elec-
tric vehicles, agriculture and 
trade between Pakistan and 
China. It was decided to es-
tablish the Pakistan National 
Pavilion, which is intended 
for GDTTC located in Bei-
jing, and the Asia Trade Pa-
vilion in Islamabad, accord-
ing to a report carried by 
Gwadar Pro. The initiative 
aims to boost trade and 
industrial activity between 
the two countries by pre-
senting a diverse array 
of Pakistani and Chinese 
products in each other’s 
markets.   Notably, the part-
nership emphasizes technol-
ogy transfer in line with the 
Green Pakistan. —APP

RCCI 
welcomes 
Pakistan–

Saudi Arabia 
defence 

agreement
DNA

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) has wel-
comed the signing of the 
Strategic Mutual Defence 
Agreement between Paki-
stan and the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia, calling it a defining 
milestone in the two nations’ 
brotherly ties.
RCCI President Usman 
Shaukat hailed the accord, 
under which both countries 
pledge to consider any act of 
aggression against one as an 
attack on both. 
“This landmark agreement 
reflects the strength of our 
enduring relations with Sau-
di Arabia and underscores 
Pakistan’s growing influence 
in regional and global geopol-
itics”, he said.
Usman Shaukat congratulat-
ed Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and Field Marshal 
General Asim Munir on the 
historic achievement. He 
noted that the ceremonial 
welcome, where Royal Saudi 
Air Force jets escorted the 
Prime Minister, was a power-
ful symbol of mutual respect 
and the deep, unshakable 
bond between the two na-
tions.
Highlighting the significance 
of the agreement, the RCCI 
President expressed confi-
dence that the agreement 
would not only strengthen 
Pakistan’s national security 
but will foster regional sta-
bility and deter aggression.—
APP

IRSA releases 
238,900 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Thursday released 238,900 
cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
256,900 cusecs.  According 
to the data released by IRSA, 
Tarbela Dam has attained its 
maximum conservation level 
of 1550.00 feet, which was 
148.00 feet higher than the 
dead level of 1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow 
in the dam was recorded as 
153,400 cusecs and 153,600 
cusecs, respectively.  The wa-
ter level in the River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1238.60 
feet, which was 188.60 
feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,050 feet. The in-
flow and outflow of water 
was recorded as 26,600 
cusecs and 9,000 cusecs, 
respectively.  The release 
of water at Kalabagh, Ta-
unsa, Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded as 184,000, 
154,400, 475,300, and 
510,600 cusecs, respec-
tively.  Similarly, from Riv-
er Kabul, a total of 22,900 
cusecs of water was re-
leased at Nowshera.—APP

Regulator must jealously 
guard petroleum sector

Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik urged OGRA to strengthen enforcement mechanisms and provide a level 
playing field to all stakeholders

DNA
Islamabad: Federal Minister for Pe-
troleum, Mr. Ali Pervaiz Malik, visit-
ed the head office of the Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority (OGRA) today, 
where he was received by Chairman 
OGRA, Mr. Masroor Khan, along with 
senior officials. During the visit, the 
Minister was briefed on OGRA’s man-
date, regulatory functions, and a series of 
recent initiatives. These included safety 
awareness campaigns to protect lives, 
the brownfield upgradation of refineries 
to Euro-V standards, the IFEM audit, 
UFG management, LNG virtual pipeline 
projects, resolution of consumer com-
plaints, rebates for the general public, es-
tablishment of a one-window facilitation 
center at OGRA headquarters, e-licens-
ing and digitization projects, creation of 
strategic fuel reserves, sector reforms, 
and the establishment of regional offices. 
The Minister was also apprised on the 
progress with regard to digitization of 
the oil supply chain. He underlined the 
significance of this initiative, stating that 
digitization is essential to eliminate loop-
holes, ensure transparency, and identify 
sectoral vulnerabilities through effective 
monitoring and surveillance. Minister Ali 
Pervaiz Malik urged OGRA to strength-

en enforcement mechanisms and provide 
a level playing field to all stakeholders. 
He also stressed the importance of devel-
oping a robust strategic communication 
framework to keep both stakeholders 

and the public informed about the real-
ities and developments in the petroleum 
sector. Chairman OGRA, Mr. Masroor 
Khan, reaffirmed the Authority’s commit-
ment to implementing the OGRA Ordi-

nance in letter and spirit while extending 
full support to the Federal Government 
in formulating policies that ensure sus-
tainability and resilience in the petrole-
um sector.

Educational reforms top 
priority, says Hanif 

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Federal Minister for 
Railways, Muhammad Hanif Abba-
si said that educational reforms 
are a top priority for Punjab Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, 
crediting her for ensuring merit 
and transparency in the education 
system.  Speaking at the prize dis-
tribution ceremony for the Inter-
mediate First Annual Exam 2025 
organized by the Board of Inter-
mediate and Secondary Education 
(BISE), Rawalpindi, he congratu-
lated successful students and their 
parents. The ceremony, held at 
Fatima Jinnah Women University, 
honored top-performing students.  
Areej Shafqat Hayat from Punjab 
College for Women, Tala Gang 
topped in the overall results with 

1148 out of 1200 marks whereas 
Ayesha Mushtaq from the same col-
lege took second with 1139 marks 
and Eman Fatima from Royal Col-
lege of Sciences for Girls, Chak-
wal, claimed third position with 
1138 marks. Female students out-
performed males, achieving a pass 
rate of 62.4% compared to 39.87% 
for male students. The overall pass 
percentage was 54.12%. Abbasi 
awarded medals and prizes to po-
sition holders, who also received 
a guard of honor.  The minister 
praised BISE Rawalpindi Chair-
man Muhammad Adnan Khan and 
his team for ensuring transparent 
results.  He highlighted Punjab 
CM’s initiatives, including laptops 
and scholarships for students, and 
commended Punjab Education 
Minister Sikandar Hayat for mod-
ernizing the education system.  

“Development work in Rawalpin-
di’s schools and colleges contin-
ues”, he said.
 The minister also celebrated Pa-
kistan’s role in protecting holy 
sites in Saudi Arabia, calling the 
recently inked Pakistan-Saudi stra-
tegic agreement a milestone.  He 
praised the Pakistan Army for de-
feating a stronger enemy in May 
this year, and credited Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif for diplomatic 
successes in the following devel-
opments. The event was attended 
by Punjab Parliamentary Secretary 
for Information and Culture Shazia 
Rizwan, MPAs Ziaullah Shah, Asi-
ma Abbasi, Rifat Abbasi, and Falak 
Sher, BISE Chairman Muhammad 
Adnan Khan, Controller of Exami-
nations Tanveer Asghar Awan, sen-
ior education officials, students, 
and parents.

Former PM AJK 
welcomes Pak-KSA  
defense agreement

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Atique Ahmad Khan, President of the All Jammu Kashmir Muslim Conference and former Prime 
Minister of Azad Kashmir, on Thursday warmly welcomed the newly signed defense agreement between Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia, describing the pact as mutually beneficial for both nations and a significant step towards regional stability. 
In an official press statement, Sardar Atique extended his congratulations to the leadership and people of both Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia on the historic accord. He emphasized that the agreement not only highlights the longstanding and 
deep-rooted bond between the two countries but also reinforces their unwavering commitment to mutual defense and 
strategic cooperation. “The Pakistan-Saudi defense agreement is a pivotal development aimed at strengthening bilateral 
relations and enhancing security across the region,” he said. “This pact cements the commitment of both nations to col-
laborate closely in defense matters, promoting peace and stability in an increasingly volatile geopolitical environment.” 
Atique also praised the presence of Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir (Chief of Army Staff), during the signing ceremony, 
noting that such high-level military involvement sends a strong and clear message to common adversaries. He expressed 
confidence that the agreement will significantly bolster Pakistan-Saudi defense ties and cooperation, thereby contributing 
positively to regional security. Describing the pact as a timely and necessary initiative, the All Jammu Kashmir Muslim 
Conference president highlighted that the agreement showcases Pakistan’s advanced defense capabilities on the global 
stage. He further remarked that Pakistan’s role in defending the sacred sites of Makkah and Madina through this collab-
oration is a matter of great honor and responsibility for the country.
 Sardar Atique added that the agreement is expected to support Saudi Arabia’s goal of achieving greater self-sufficiency 
in defense production and capabilities. He underlined that the partnership would serve as a strategic barrier against po-
tential threats in the Gulf and broader Middle East, thereby enhancing the overall security architecture of the region. The 
President of the All Jammu Kashmir Muslim Conference also congratulated the leadership and citizens of both countries 
and expressed optimism that the pact would pave the way for joint defense training programs and military exercises, 
further solidifying the alliance and fostering long-term peace and stability in the Gulf and Middle East regions.—APP

Interior minister 
lauds security 

forces
The latest success in Khuzdar un-
derscores the broader efforts of 

Pakistan’s security forces to secure 
Balochistan and send a strong mes-
sage to hostile actors attempting to 

destabilize the country
ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on 
Thursday praised Pakistan’s security forces for conducting 
a successful counter-terrorism operation in Khuzdar, which 
resulted in the elimination of four Indian-sponsored militants. 
In an official statement, Naqvi commended the profession-
alism and unwavering commitment of the forces, describing 
the operation as a significant achievement in safeguarding na-
tional security and restoring peace in the restive Balochistan 
province. “The professional capabilities demonstrated by our 
security forces in sending four India-backed terrorists to their 
end is a matter of national pride,” the interior minister said. 
“Their efforts are a clear testament to their dedication to 
ensuring the safety and sovereignty of Pakistan.” He empha-
sized that the government views the security forces’ contin-
ued operations to establish stability in Balochistan with “great 
appreciation and respect,” highlighting their sacrifices in the 
fight against terrorism. Naqvi further assured the forces of 
the nation’s full backing: “The entire nation stands shoulder 
to shoulder with its security personnel. Together, we will not 
allow any external elements or their proxies to disrupt the 
peace of Pakistan.” The Khuzdar operation, carried out ear-
lier this week, is part of a series of intensified security meas-
ures aimed at dismantling terrorist networks believed to be 
operating with foreign support in Balochistan. Analysts said 
such operations are crucial in countering cross-border threats 
and ensuring long-term stability in the region.  Security of-
ficials have reiterated their resolve to continue proactive in-
telligence-based actions to eliminate any remaining militant 
cells. The government maintains that external interference, 
particularly from Indian-backed groups, will be met with swift 
and decisive responses. The latest success in Khuzdar under-
scores the broader efforts of Pakistan’s security forces to se-
cure Balochistan and send a strong message to hostile actors 
attempting to destabilize the country.—DNA
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Path to cervical  
cancer prevention

Oshaz Fatima 

Pakistan has begun a public health intervention that clinical 
medicine has long anticipated and public health experts have 
urged for decades. The government has launched a large scale 

human papillomavirus vaccination campaign aimed at girls aged 
nine to fourteen across several provinces with the explicit objec-
tive of preventing cervical cancer. This is not a cosmetic addition 
to the national immunization schedule. It is primary prevention 
against a disease that is largely preventable when vaccination and 
screening are implemented at scale. The first phase targets roughly 
13 million girls and will be delivered through schools, community 
outreach and fixed health centres, with the goal of integrating the 
vaccine into routine immunizations and achieving very high cover-
age in the coming years. This campaign is backed by global immu-
nization partners and the vaccine being used is WHO prequalified, 
all designed to make safe, effective protection widely available and 
free at point of care.  The clinical rationale is straightforward and 
compelling. Persistent infection with high risk HPV types is the 
dominant cause of cervical cancer. Vaccines that prevent infection 
with those high risk types substantially lower future rates of cer-
vical precancer and cancer.  The disease burden in Pakistan puts 
urgency behind that recommendation. National and institutional 
estimates converge on a stark figure: roughly five thousand new 
cervical cancer diagnoses a year and about three thousand deaths 
annually. Those numbers make cervical cancer one of the most im-
portant malignancies affecting Pakistani women, particularly be-
cause many cases are diagnosed late and access to radiotherapy 
and specialist care is limited. The high mortality to incidence ratio 
reflects low screening coverage, limited diagnostic capacity, and 
many women presenting with advanced disease that is difficult and 
costly to treat. Preventing infection now through a properly run 
vaccination campaign will reduce those future deaths and reduce 
pressure on a health system that already struggles with cancer care 
access.  Despite clear efficacy and safety data, the campaign has 
met resistance in some communities. That resistance is predictable 
given Pakistan’s recent vaccine history and the social environment 
where rumours spread quickly on social platforms. Decades of im-
munization work in Pakistan have achieved remarkable gains, but 
they have also encountered repeated episodes of mistrust. A single 
high profile breach of trust in 2011, when intelligence actors used a 

vaccination ruse in a counterterrorism operation, was seized upon 
by militants and anti vaccine actors to discredit public health cam-
paigns for years.  There are additional, more prosaic reasons why 
communities hesitate. Low awareness of cervical cancer itself is 
common across demographic groups. Studies, even among urban 
and hospital attending populations, show that a majority of women 
may have heard of cervical cancer but only a minority understand 
screening or vaccination as prevention. Many parents have never seen 
HPV listed on a childhood immunization card and do not have a clear 
idea of how sexually transmitted viruses relate to cancer decades later.  
No vaccination program stands alone. To reduce future cervical can-
cer mortality significantly, vaccination must be combined with realistic 
expansion of screening and treatment. Screening programs detect pre-
cancerous lesions that can be treated before they progress.  Operation-
ally there are several technical points clinicians and program manag-
ers should watch closely. Cold chain integrity, correct documentation, 
robust adverse event following immunization systems and transparent 
reporting strengthen public confidence.  Clear referral pathways for 
girls with adverse events, even if unrelated to vaccination, build trust 
in the system. Surveillance should include monitoring uptake across 
socioeconomic gradients to ensure the most vulnerable populations 
are reached. Where supply permits, catch up cohorts and later inclu-
sion of boys can be considered, but the immediate priority is rapid, 
equitable coverage of the core target group of young girls.  Success will 
be measured in both health metrics and in the quality of community 
relationships. Vaccination coverage rates, reductions in vaccine pre-
ventable HPV infection and, years later, declining rates of cervical pre 
cancer and cancer are the final public health outcomes.  In the short 
term, however, success must also mean minimal missed opportunities, 
transparent handling of adverse events, and a sustained reduction in mis-
information. Achieving 90 percent coverage across a large and diverse 
population is an ambitious target but an achievable one if the campaign 
continues to pair technical excellence with culturally sensitive, empa-
thetic outreach.  The introduction of HPV vaccination in Pakistan is a 
moment that combines science, policy and social reality. It is a clear 
opportunity to prevent thousands of deaths and to reduce a cancer that 
disproportionately affects women in low resource settings. 
It will not be easy and no single communication line will fix deep rooted 
fears overnight. But an evidence based program that is transparently 
run, that links vaccination to investments in screening and treatment 
and that listens to community concerns will change the epidemiology of 
cervical cancer in Pakistan over a generation. The choice is not between 
tradition and modern medicine.  The choice is whether Pakistan will 
deploy a safe, effective, globally recommended tool to protect its girls 
and then build the services to ensure that protection translates into lives 
saved. The public health case is decisive. The program’s success will 
rest on competence, clarity and the sustained work of health workers 
who are already trusted in their communities. 
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Building Afghanistan’s future through education, 
connectivity, and Islamic legitimacy

The Lebanon-Israel Maritime Deal and Hezbollah

Dr. Farhana Qazi,Halima  
Nasiri ,Aziza Mukhammedova

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Afghanistan today stands on the edge of a gen-
erational turning point. The collapse of women’s 
education, the weakening of regional trade, and 
the persistence of cultural isolation have created 
a dangerous mix. Yet within this crisis lies a pos-
sibility: to rebuild Afghanistan’s stability through 
three pillars: education, connectivity, and Islam-
ic legitimacy. Taken together, these foundations 
can provide the country with a durable path to-
ward peace, prosperity, and inclusion.  
Education is the frontline of Afghanistan’s strug-
gle for survival. When girls are barred from 
schools and universities, not only just their fu-
tures stolen, but the nation’s economic and so-
cial capital is dismantled. A society that denies 
education to half its population condemns itself 
to stagnation. Schools should not be considered 
as classrooms only; in fact, they are engines of 
resilience, equipping families and communities 
with the skills to navigate adversity. Historical 
experience shows this clearly. In the early 2000s, 
as Afghan girls returned to school in large num-
bers, literacy rates increased, and households 
benefited from improved health and higher 
income levels. The reversal of this progress 
since 2021 represents a human tragedy as well 
as an impending economic disaster. Reopen-
ing educational access for women and girls is 
therefore not an abstract right but a strategic 
necessity. Without it, Afghanistan risks pro-
ducing a generation deprived of the very tools 
required to rebuild the country. 
But education alone cannot sustain stabil-
ity. Afghanistan must be reconnected with 
its neighbors. Regional connectivity offers 
both opportunity and leverage. The pro-
posed Trans-Afghan railway, linking Central 
Asia with South Asia, symbolizes this vi-
sion. Beyond the physical rails, connectivity 
means trade corridors, cultural exchanges, and 
shared markets that anchor Afghanistan in inter-
dependence rather than isolation. Uzbekistan’s 
advocacy for infrastructure and people-to-peo-
ple diplomacy underscores this point. When 
goods, students, and ideas flow across borders, 
the appeal of extremism and exclusion diminish-

es. Connectivity provides the infrastructure of 
peace, transforming geography into opportunity. 
For Afghanistan, integration into regional net-
works is existential.
Yet even with education and connectivity, one 
barrier remains: legitimacy. No policy, howev-
er rational, can succeed in Afghanistan without 
cultural and religious grounding. This is where 
Islamic engagement becomes indispensable. 
The Qur’an and Sunnah provide ample support 
for women’s pursuit of knowledge. Islamic schol-
ars across the region must engage their Afghan 
counterparts, offering reasoned fatwas that 
affirm education as a religious duty. Such reli-
giously credible endorsements can open doors 
that external pressure cannot. Fatwas carry au-
thority in ways that international appeals never 
will. To secure progress, reforms must be rooted 
in Islamic reasoning that resonates with Afghan 
society. Mobilizing ulema, providing religious-
ly sanctioned solutions for women’s travel and 
study, and ensuring educational initiatives are 
embedded within an Islamic framework are criti-
cal for sustainability.
The fusion of these three pillars, education, con-
nectivity, and Islamic legitimacy, creates a roadm-
ap for Afghanistan’s recovery. Scholarships and 
online programs can bridge immediate gaps, 
ensuring Afghan women are not cut off from 
learning. Teacher-training programs can sustain 
quality and expand reach, especially in rural ar-
eas. Regional infrastructure projects can open 
corridors of trade and opportunity, while also 
binding Afghanistan into cooperative networks 
that reduce incentives for conflict. Religious 
dialogue can provide the cultural legitimacy 
that makes reforms sustainable, turning what 
might otherwise be foreign impositions into 
accepted norms.
The implications stretch beyond Afghanistan. 
For Central Asia, an educated and connected Af-
ghanistan can unlock markets and reduce inse-
curity along its borders. For South Asia, it prom-
ises trade routes and stability in a region too 
often hostage to conflict. For the broader Mus-
lim world, supporting Afghan women’s education 

within an Islamic framework is a test of credibil-
ity. If Muslim nations cannot uphold the right to 
knowledge as a religious duty, then their appeals 
to shared values will ring hollow. Conversely, if 
they succeed, they will demonstrate that Islamic 
reasoning can be harnessed to advance progress 
rather than obstruct it.
To transform this vision into reality, three con-
ditions are essential. First, institutionalization. 
Universities, ministries, and regional organiza-
tions must establish dedicated units to manage 
scholarships, online learning platforms, and 
cultural exchanges. Second, sustainable financ-
ing. Long-term commitments, rather than one-
off donor projects, are necessary to ensure that 
initiatives survive political transitions. Third, 
monitoring and accountability. Success must be 
measured not by announcements but by enroll-
ment figures, graduation rates, and the number 
of partnerships that materialize.
The stakes are stark. If these measures are pur-
sued with seriousness, Afghanistan can still build 
a foundation for stability. But if they are delayed 
or diluted, the cost will be severe: radicaliza-
tion, poverty, and regional instability that will 
not stop at Afghanistan’s borders. The hu-
man cost, borne most heavily by women, will 
be matched by a geopolitical cost paid by all 
neighbors.  What Afghanistan needs now is not 
sympathy but strategy. The region possesses the 
tools: railways that link economies, classrooms that 
train generations, and a faith tradition that affirms 
learning as a sacred duty. To combine them is to 
give Afghanistan a future. To neglect them is to 
watch a generation slip away. The choice, though 
urgent, is still open. The question is whether the 
region has the resolve to act before it is too late.
—Dr. Farhana Qazi is Religious Scholar and 
Assoicate Professor in University of Pe-
shawar. Halima Nasiri is Afghan Religious 
Scholar and the Principal of a private school.
Aziza Mukhammedova is a Senior Research 
Fellow at the Center for Afghanistan and 
South Asian Studies at the Institute for Ad-
vanced International Studies (IAIS), Uzbek-
istan. 

The 1983 Israel-Lebanon Peace Accords estab-
lished diplomatic relations after Israel expelled the 
Palestine Liberation Organization from its north-

ern neighbor. Syria immediately abrogated this new 
peace, even though it was a treaty under internation-
al law. The agreement signed did not have “an Arab 
leader and an Israeli leader sitting down, but was a 
paper-document agreement between the US and Is-
rael and the US and Lebanon, and Lebanon “signed 
in the same room of the Israelis.
On the security front, the noticeable threat 
from Hezbollah is considered a decisive factor. 
Hassan Nasrallah’s leadership gave security 
assurances to the Israeli leadership that the 
Shock field would not be attacked. The entire 
deal was vetted by the group’s top officials 
before it was approved, marking a reversal in 
years of Hezbollah’s hardline stance in border 
negotiations with Israel. However, the ques-
tion is whether Hezbollah’s conciliatory posi-
tion will be maintained. The movement cur-
rently lacks popular support in Lebanon and 
Hezbollah will be eager to exploit the coun-
try’s fragile political situation using its resist-
ance rhetoric against its political opponents 
and their dealings with Israel.
Now it is impossible for Hezbollah to open 
hostility toward Israel. Although this is the 
worst time for Hezbollah to go to war because 
it has sent 4,000 to 8,000 armed men to Iran 
to support widespread protests against Isra-
el’s government. If it’s about deterrence, Isra-
el just split them paying protection money to 
his opponents. As for the American guarantee 
of Israel’s security, this is said to be part of 
the exchange of letter. American support for 
the Jewish state depends on the fact that “Is-
rael carries its weight” as an ally of the United 
States. Israel support United States stance on 
the issue of Russian invasion in Ukraine and 
China’s growing threat to Taiwan.

Israel’s willingness to chart its own course, as 
then-Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu op-
posed the Obama administration’s Iran nucle-
ar deal in a 2015 speech to Congress, told Gulf 
States like the Emirates United Arabs who can 
trust Israel. He added that this helped open 
the door to Ibrahim Accord. The Lebanon deal 
could undermine that notion.  Israel is going 
to become a natural gas export hub, with 
lines connecting Persian Gulf producers and 
Israel to Europe. Instead, it seems likely 
that Israel will continue to rely on natural 
gas exports through Egypt and Jordan rather 
than develop its own infrastructure.
Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid hailed the 
agreement as a political achievement, say-
ing: It is not every day that an enemy coun-
try recognizes Israel in a written agreement 
in front of the international community as 
the beginning of a new era. But the Leba-
nese government has also emphasized that 
the deal, reached after more than a decade 
of negotiations, does not signal a normali-
zation of relations with Israel and is less 
important than agreements that established 
full diplomatic relations between Lebanon 
and Israel. In Israel, the deal has been var-
iously portrayed as a historic achievement 
that will boost regional prosperity and stabil-
ity, or as a shameful capitulation to threats 
from the Iranian-backed Lebanese group 
Hezbollah, which has waged a months-long 
war with Israel.
Before a deal was sealed, Hezbollah had 
promised to block any Israeli attempt to 
drill at Karish Easter Mediterranean, an un-
derwater gas field near the disputed border 
between the two countries. Earlier this year, 
the Israeli army shot down several drones 
sent by Hezbollah as warnings to tamper with 

the Karish site, fueling fears of heightened 
tensions if the talks fail. Israel has achieved 
in security, economy, diplomacy and ener-
gy. Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said 
Thursday that his group was backing down 
on the gas issue. Now that the naval deal had 
been reached, he said in a televised address: 
“The resistance mission is complete and all 
Hezbollah’s extraordinary actions have end-
ed.” A Hezbollah spokesman said this meant 
that Hezbollah forces, which had been 
temporarily placed on full alert, were no 
longer preparing for a close battle. “This 
deal is a concession if you look at it from 
the Israeli point of view” said Sarit Zaha-
wi, a former militar y intelligence of f icer, 
describing it as a “moral and psycholog-
ical victory” for Hezbollah. In my under-
standing, it is a time buying strategy, the 
deal may not stop the war, but it possi -
bly will  help postpone the next conf lict.A 
former Israeli general Yaakov Omidor, 
and Netanyahu’s national security ad-
viser, stated that “there is no question 
that Israel has capitulated” on where the 
border should be. Nonetheless at least in 
the short term, Israel needs to get the 
fuel out of the deal. The main conf lict be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah was not over 
gas but over Hezbollah’s ideology, weap-
ons production and pro-Iranian agenda. 
The of fshore gas deal may be good for 
Israel economically; it could turn out bad 
strategically. The question is how the 
Hezbollah leader, Nasrullah, is reading 
the situation. If Nasrallah understood 
the deal to mean the Israelis had accept-
ed his threats and were not ready to con-
front Hezbollah, it would also speed up the 
schedule for the next conf lict.

Education is the frontline 
of Afghanistan’s struggle 
for survival. When girls 
are barred from schools 

and universities, not only 
just their futures stolen, 

but the nation’s economic 
and social capital is 

dismantled. A society that 
denies education to half its 

population condemns itself to 
stagnation. Schools should not 
be considered as classrooms 
only; in fact, they are engines 

of resilience, equipping 
families and communities with 
the skills to navigate adversity. 
Historical experience shows 

this clearly. In the early 2000s, 
as Afghan girls returned to 
school in large numbers, 

literacy rates increased, and 
households benefited from 

improved health 

On the security front, 
the noticeable threat 

from Hezbollah is 
considered a decisive 

factor. Hassan Nasrallah’s 
leadership gave security 
assurances to the Israeli 

leadership that the 
Shock field would not be 
attacked. The entire deal 
was vetted by the group’s 

top officials before it 
was approved, marking a 

reversal in years



World / Sports06
Friday September 19, 2025

IslamabadPOST

DUBAI: Pakistan advanced to Asia Cup 
2025’s Super Four phase after eliminating 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) from the 
tournament in the 10th group match at 
Dubai International Cricket Stadium on 
Wednesday. Chasing a 146-run target on 
a challenging Dubai International Crick-
et Stadium’s surface, UAE’s batting unit 
could yield 105 before being bowled out 
in 17.4 overs. Wicketkeeper batter Rahul 
Chopra waged a lone battle with a run-a-ball 
35, while Dhruv Prashar (20), skipper Mu-
hammad Waseem (14) and opener Alishan 
Sharafu (12) were the other notable run-get-
ters, while the rest failed to amass double 
figures against Pakistan’s disciplined bowl-
ing attack. For Pakistan, Shaheen, Haris 
Rauf and Abrar Ahmed picked up two 
wickets each, while Saim Ayub and captain 
Salman Ali Agha chipped in with one scalp 
apiece.Put into bat first, Pakistan accumu-
lated 146/9 in their allotted 20 overs. The 
Green Shirts got off to a dismal start to 
their innings as Junaid Siddique dismissed 
both their openers – Saim Ayub (zero) and 
Sahibzada Farhan (five) – in his first two 
overs with just nine runs on the board. Fol-
lowing the double setback, Pakistan captain 
Salman Ali Agha joined experienced Fakhar 

Zaman in the middle, and the duo anchored 
the innings by putting together 61 runs for 
the third wicket until the former fell victim 
to Dhruv Prashar in the 11th over. Agha 
remained a notable run-getter for Pakistan 
with a cautious 20 off 27 deliveries with the 
help of two boundaries. Fakhar then knit-
ted a one-sided 16-run partnership for the 

fourth wicket with Hasan Nawaz (three) 
until eventually falling victim to Simran-
jeet in the 14th over. The left-handed bat-
ter remained the top-scorer for Pakistan 
with 50 off 36 deliveries, studded with 
two fours and three sixes. His dismissal 
sparked a collapse, which saw Pakistan 
lose three more wickets at regular inter-

vals and consequently slip to 110/7 in 16.5 
overs. Wicketkeeper batter Mohammad 
Haris (18) then made handy contributions 
before Shaheen Shah Afridi’s last-over blitz 
bolstered Pakistan’s total past the 140-run 
mark. The number nine batter smashed 
three fours and two sixes on his way to 
an unbeaten 29 off 14 deliveries.– APP

Asia Cup 2025: Pakistan qualify for 
Super Four after defeating UAE

Briefs
Trump, 

Starmer differ 
on Palestine 
recognition...

From Page 01
the Kremlin’s actions have 
prolonged unnecessary 
suffering in Ukraine. Both 
leaders vowed to work with 
NATO partners to press for 
an early resolution of the 
conflict and to keep mili-
tary and economic pressure 
on Moscow. Despite differ-
ences over Palestine, both 
Trump and Starmer sought 
to highlight the enduring 
strength of U.S.-UK rela-
tions. They emphasized the 
“impeccable relationship” 
between the two countries, 
pointing to historic ties, 
multi-billion-dollar invest-
ments, and a long record of 
military, intelligence, and 
economic cooperation. “We 
are natural allies,” Starmer 
affirmed, with Trump add-
ing that the alliance was “as 
strong as ever.” Yet, observ-
ers note that the UK’s ap-
parent willingness to align 
with European partners on 
the Palestine issue could 
complicate this equation. 
While both leaders under-
scored unity, the diver-
gence revealed today sug-
gests that one of the world’s 
closest alliances may face 
new strains as London 
and Washington navigate 
different approaches to 
Middle East diplomacy.

Imran 
expresses 

grievances..
From Page 01

measuring 9 x 11, from a 
dungeon of enforced si-
lence, isolation and incom-
municado, I have endured 
continued solitary confine-
ment … All access to books 
and newspapers has been 
denied to me.” “Meetings 
with my lawyers and family 
are “arbitrarily cancelled 
at the whims and wishes of 
one man”, Imran claimed, 
referring to the army 
chief. He also alleged that 
his sons were barred from 
talking to him on phone 
and political workers 
were also not allowed to 
see him. “It is not lawful 
imprisonment since its in-
ception; it is only calculat-
ed psychological torture, 
crafted to break my will 
… It is an ongoing assault 
on the Constitution, the 
rule of law and the demo-
cratic future of my belov-
ed homeland, Pakistan,” 
he continued. The PTI 
founder also complained 
of “inhuman and degrad-
ing treatment” being met-
ed out to his wife, Bushra 
Bibi, in jail, alleging that 
she was being denied med-
ical treatment and access 
to books and television. 
He pointed out that supe-
rior courts have held that 
“female prisoners are en-
titled to leniency through 
bail as a matter of right”. 
Yet, in Bushra Bibi’s case, 
“this principle has been 
suspended”, he said. The 
former premier then went 
on highlight that “thou-
sands of my supporters 
and party workers con-
tinue to languish in jails” 
and had been “abducted, 
beaten and subjected to 
military trials in flagrant 
violation of constitutional 
protections”. He also ex-
pressed grievances with 
regards to the “political 
victimisation” of his fami-
ly members. “Courts that 
should stand as guardi-
ans of liberty have been 
weaponised to dismantle 
Pakistan’s largest polit-
ical party,” the further 
said. Imran maintained 
that his PTI secured a 
“landslide victory” in last 
year’s general elections 
“despite the brutal tactics, 
the suppression of all bold 
voices, despite my own 
imprisonment”. “Yet, the 
mandate of the people was 
stolen overnight, turning 
democracy into [a] farce 
and the Constitution into 
a casualty. The same has 
been sanctioned and rub-
ber-stamped by the leaked 
report of Commonwealth 
2024,” he wrote. Although 
the Commonwealth Ob-
server Group’s (COG) re-
port on Pakistan has yet to 
be officially released, news 
outlet Drop Site News 
claimed that the group 
had “buried their report” 
after finding those polls to 
be riddled with problems. 
Imran further said that 
“the so-called 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment 
has been used as a tool 
to sanctify this electoral 
dacoity, while petitions 
challenging it lie unheard 
in your (CJP’s) court”.

Ambassador of Türkiye 
visits PBSF training camp

Saifullah Ansar

Islamabad: Ambassador of the Republic 
of Türkiye to Pakistan, Dr. İrfan Neziroğlu, 
visited the ongoing national goalball train-
ing camp organized by the Pakistan Blind 
Sports Federation (PBSF) at Liaquat 
Gymnasium, Pakistan Sports Complex.
PBSF President Muhammad Waqas, 
Col. Akram Malik, Chief Editor Pasban 
Aziz-ur-Rehman Mujahid, Irfan Tabas-
sum, Tahseen Javed Chaudhry, and Vice 
President Shehzad Javed welcomed the 
distinguished guest. National team play-
er Ms. Hira Kanwal presented a bou-
quet to the Ambassador as a gesture of 
hospitality. In his address, Dr. Neziroğlu 
said that Pakistan and Türkiye are centu-
ry-old friends who have always stood by 
each other in times of natural disasters 
such as earthquakes and floods. “Though 
two separate nations, we have always re-
mained side by side and will continue to 
do so,” he added. He termed Pakistan’s 
hosting of the Asia Pacific Goalball Cham-
pionship 2025 as a great honor for the 
country and PBSF. He further remarked 
that he was not visiting merely as an am-
bassador but as “Uncle Irfan” of the blind 
athletes, encouraging the players to call 
him by that affectionate title. The Ambas-
sador appreciated the dedication of the 
male and female teams and expressed 
his wish to see a bilateral series between 
the blind teams of Pakistan and Türkiye 
in the near future. He assured full sup-
port for the promotion and development 
of blind sports in Pakistan and vowed to 
continue engaging with PBSF leadership 
and athletes in the future.
The event featured exhibition matches 
by the male and female national goalball 
teams, showcasing their skills and prepa-
ration for upcoming international events. 
A special musical performance by singer 
Fawad Alam also entertained the partic-
ipants. At the conclusion, Col. Akram 
Malik presented a commemorative shield 
to Dr. Neziroğlu on behalf of PBSF. PBSF 
President Muhammad Waqas thanked 

the Ambassador for his encouragement 
and support, reiterating the Federation’s 
commitment to strengthening interna-
tional cooperation in blind sports.
Azerbaijani delegation attends 12th 
Beijing Xiangshan Forum 	 BAKU, Sep 
18 (AZERTAC/APP):The 12th Xiang-
shan Forum, under the theme “Uphold-
ing International Order and Promoting 
Peaceful Development,” kicked off in 
the Chinese capital of Beijing.
Azerbaijani is represented at the event 
by a delegation led by Minister of De-
fense, Colonel General Zakir Hasanov.

The Beijing Xiangshan Forum, jointly 
organized by the China Association for 
Military Sciences and the Chinese Insti-
tute for International Strategic Studies, 
is meant to provide a platform for de-
fense officials and representatives from 
different countries and regions to com-
pare notes on global security issues. The 
two initiatives provide apt lenses with 
which to focus their discussions. The par-
ticipation of defense officials and repre-
sentatives from more than 100 countries, 
regions and international organizations 
speaks volumes about the high attention 

the international community pays to se-
curity issues as regional tensions and 
military conflicts are posing an increas-
ing threat to global peace.
The forum will feature four plenary ses-
sions and eight parallel panel discussions 
on topics such as building a fair and 
reasonable global security governance 
system, the trajectory of major-power re-
lations, and the current state and future 
of arms control. Increased understanding 
will help dispel misgivings and help avoid 
the escalation of tensions and damage to 
the ties between countries.

Men’s javelin finals: Keshorn 
Walcott clinched the gold medal 

Arshad Nadeem Misses Out as Walcott Strikes Gold in Javelin Final 
 TOKYO:— Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem crashed out 
of the medal race in the javelin final after fouling his 
fourth throw, finishing with a best effort of 82.75m.
Trinidad and Tobago’s Keshorn Walcott clinched the 
gold medal with a season’s best throw of 88.16m on his 
fourth attempt. Grenada’s Anderson Peters secured sil-
ver with 87.38m in his second attempt, while the United 
States’ Curtis Thompson bagged bronze courtesy of his 
86.67m effort Among South Asian competitors, India’s 
Sachin Yadav emerged as the best performer, narrowly 
missing the podium with a throw of 86.27m to finish 
fourth. His compatriot and Olympic champion Neeraj 
Chopra failed to make an impression in the top stand-
ings. Pakistan’s star javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem 
has crashed out of the World Athletics Championships 
at the Japan National Stadium here on Wednesday af-
ter failing to cross the qualification mark in the final 
round. Arshad opened with a throw of 82.73m, followed 
by a foul on his second attempt, and managed only a 
slight improvement to 82.75m on his third.In his fourth 
attempt, he made another foul, causing him to crash 
out of the competition, as the effort was insufficient to 

secure a place among the finalists.
Meanwhile, his arch-rival and defending champion 
Neeraj Chopra began strongly, landing 83.65m with his 
first throw and extending it to 84.03m on his second. 
Although his third attempt was ruled invalid, Chopra 
comfortably advanced to the next stage.—DNA

India to 
‘study im-
plications’ 

of Pak...
From Page 01

spokesperson Shri Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a statement 
on Thursday. “The govern-
ment remains committed 
to protecting India’s nation-
al interests and ensuring 
comprehensive national 
security in all domains,” it 
added. India’s reaction — to 
be interpreted against the 
backdrop of its hostilities 
with Pakistan in May — 
comes a day after Islama-
bad and Riyadh formalised 
a landmark Strategic Mu-
tual Defence Agreement, 
pledging to treat any ag-
gression against one coun-
try as aggression against 
both. India had launched 
cross-border strikes into 
Pakistan, prompting the 
latter to first down multiple 
Indian Air Force (IAF) jets 
in retaliation, followed by 
the launch of “Operation 
Bunyan-um-Marsoos”. The 
conflict eventually ended 
after a ceasefire brokered 
by the United States. 

Sri Lanka 
secure Super 
4 Spot in...

From Page 01
The chase went down to 
the wire, with the Islanders 
needing runs off the final 
over to secure their quali-
fication. A composed finish 
from their middle-order 
guided Sri Lanka home, en-
suring a spot in the Super 
4 stage of the tournament. 
The result is a setback for 
Afghanistan, who fought 
hard but failed to defend 
their total. Sri Lanka’s vic-
tory further intensifies the 
competition, as they join 
the next stage of the Asia 
Cup alongside cricketing 
heavyweights. Meanwhile, 
anticipation is building for 
the much-awaited clash be-
tween arch-rivals Pakistan 
and India. The two teams 
are set to meet for the 
second time in the tourna-
ment, a fixture that always 
draws massive global atten-
tion. Their first encounter 
ended dramatically, and 
fans across the cricketing 
world are eagerly awaiting 
another high-voltage battle.

Reko Diq: 
Government 
earmarks...

From Page 01
submitted a summary on 
rail development and bridge 
financing agreements with 
the Reko Diq Mining Com-
pany, to provide $390m for 
laying a 1,350-kilometre rail-
way track to transport large 
volumes of export material 
from mines in Balochistan. 
“The ECC approved the 
proposal and directed the 
Ministry of Railways to 
share both agreement doc-
uments with the Finance 
Division for appraisal,” 
the press release read. “It 
further instructed the Min-
istry of Railways and the 
Ministry of Finance to sub-
mit an update to the ECC 
by March next year on the 
execution and implementa-
tion of the project.” Addi-
tionally, the ECC reviewed 
a summary from the petro-
leum ministry regarding 
approvals for agreements 
and financial commitments 
to fund the Reko Diq pro-
ject, the press release read.

What does 
Pakistan...

From Page 01
genuine public affection 
and shared values.
3. People-Centric Dimen-
sion. The Bottom-to-Top 
factor highlights that Paki-
stanis and Saudis already 
enjoy centuries-old cultur-
al, religious, and emotional 
bonds. This agreement is 
essentially an institutional 
reinforcement of that nat-
ural brotherhood. It makes 
the partnership durable, 
long-term, and resistant to 
political fluctuations.
4. Conditions for Historical 
Agreements
Historically, successful stra-
tegic agreements require 
both sides to be:
• Responsible – able to 
manage threats wisely with-
out reckless adventurism.
• Capable – militarily, eco-
nomically, and diplomatical-
ly strong enough to uphold 
commitments.
Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia fulfill both condi-
tions. Both states have 
repeatedly demonstrat-
ed maturity and fore-
sight in handling geopo-
litical challenges.
5. Countering Misinter-
prtations.

Racing big names set for Taif  
Season’s penultimate meeting

TAIF: Star names are on 
show for the penultimate 
meeting of the Taif racing sea-
son, and none are bigger than 
multiple Grade 1 winner Tilal 
AI-Khalediah (Saudi Arabia), 
who heads the field for the 
Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal Cup 
at King Khalid Racecourse.
The final two races on Friday 
both carry purses of $266,000 
and are open to Purebred Ara-
bian horses, with the Listed 
Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal Cup 
over 2,000 meters and the 
Group 3 King Faisal Cup over 
the shorter 1,600 meters. Tilal 
AI-Khalediah, trained by Nass-

er Mutlaq and ridden by Adel 
Alfouraidi, has twice shone on 
Saudi Cup night with victories 
in the 2023 Obaiyah Arabian 
Classic and in this year’s Group 
1 renewal of that race. He will 
make his first start since his 
second in Dubai’s Kahayla 
Classic last April. The 15-time 
winner towers above his rivals 
with chief opponents appear-
ing to be last week’s winner 
and former stablemate Turki 
Al-Khalediah II (Saudi Arabia) 
and the hattrick-seeking Bint 
Ghaliat Al-Khalediah (Saudi 
Arabia) — both trained by 
Mousa Almasaodi. Almasaodi 

also holds strong claims in 
the Group 3 King Faisal Cup, 
restricted to 3-year-olds, as 
he sends out the top-rated 
filly Gista (France) who 
is unbeaten in two runs, 
and the mount of Fahad 
Alfouraidi takes on the re-
opposing Wshmih Alsraya 
(Saudi Arabia) under Abdul-
lah Alsaedi. Also in the line-
up are the once-raced and 
unbeaten pair of Monsieur 
De Faust (France) and RB 
Next OF Kin (US) who will 
be ridden by Alfouraidi and 
Abdullah Alhussain re-
spectively. Friday’s main 

supporting event is the 
$18,660 Okaz Cup Spon-
sored by Boutique Group 
over 2,000 meters with 
many of the 13-strong 
field having done battle al-
ready this season.  Trainer 
Nicolas Bachalard’s pair of 
the Alexis Moreno-ridden 
Almurtajiz (US) and Tariq 
Almansour’s Henry Q (US) 
clashed on Aug. 1 with the 
latter coming out on top be-
fore being beaten later in 
the month, while Almur-
tajiz built on his eighth-
place finish to land the 
Alashfa Cup.—Agencies 

Asia Cup 2025: 
Pakistan Ready for 

India Rematch
The ICC has indicated its 

willingness to conduct a formal 
inquiry into the alleged breach 

of the code of conduct. India and 
Pakistan could meet for a third 
time at the tournament if they 

both reach the September 28 final
DUBAI: Pakistan captain Salman Agha said his team were 
ready to face India in the next round of the Asia Cup on Sun-
day after last week’s group-stage match between the arch-ri-
vals ended in acrimony when the Indian side refused to shake 
hands. Pakistan beat United Arab Emirates in their final Group 
A game on Wednesday to advance to the Super Fours stage, 
where they will also play two teams from Group B in a round 
robin format. Bilateral cricket between India and Pakistan 
has been suspended since 2013 and they play each other only 
in multi-team tournaments. “We are ready, we are ready for 
any challenge,” Salman said after their 41-run victory against 
UAE. “We just want to play good cricket. If we play good crick-
et, like we have played in the last few months, I think we’ll be 
good against any side.” Fakhar Zaman made 50 but Pakistan’s 
frontline batters disappointed against UAE’s modest attack 
with opener Saim Ayub falling for his third successive duck in 
the tournament. Salman acknowledged they had to bat better. 
“We got the job done but we still need to improve our batting 
in the middle order,” Salman said. “That’s been a concern and 
something we need to work on.” India had cruised to a sev-
en-wicket victory over Pakistan last weekend in the first crick-
et match between the sides since a four-day military conflict 
between the nuclear-armed neighbours in May. There was no 
shaking of hands between the captains at the toss or among 
the players at the end. The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
called for match referee Andy Pycroft’s immediate removal for 
a code of conduct violation and considered withdrawing from 
the tournament before going ahead with Wednesday’s match 
after referee tendered apologies.  Naqvi, flanked by former 
chairmen Ramiz Raja and Najam Sethi, told reporters at Gadd-
afi Stadium that Zimbabwe-based match referee Andy Pycroft 
had formally apologised to national captain Salman Ali Agha, 
the coach and the team manager, acknowledging the concerns 
raised by the side. According to the PCB, Pycroft described 
the incident as a result of miscommunication. The ICC has 
indicated its willingness to conduct a formal inquiry into the 
alleged breach of the code of conduct. India and Pakistan 
could meet for a third time at the tournament if they both 
reach the September 28 final.—Agencies 
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Ambassador Kylychbek Sultan emphasized the importance of enhancing bilateral business and econom-
ic relations on a reciprocal basis. He also showcased Kyrgyzstan’s traditional hospitality and highlighted 

the country’s favorable weather, scenic beauty, and vast tourism potential

DNA

Islamabad: A high-level delegation from the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and United 
Business Group (UBG) visited the Embassy of the Kyrgyz 
Republic in Islamabad to congratulate Kylychbek Sultan on 
his appointment as the new Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to 
Pakistan. The delegation included Sardar Tahir Mehmood, 
President ICCI; Zafar Bakhtawari, Secretary General UBG, 
former President ICCI and Chairman D. Watson Group; Ir-
fan Choudhary, Vice President ICCI; Khalid Iqbal Malik, 
former President ICCI; and Waqar Zafar Bakhtawari, Exec-
utive Member FPCCI and former President Chakwal Cham-
ber of Commerce. Ambassador Kylychbek Sultan underlined 
the importance of strengthening bilateral economic and trade 
ties on a reciprocal basis. He highlighted Kyrgyzstan’s favora-
ble climate, natural beauty, and immense tourism potential, 
while encouraging the development of concrete proposals to 
expand cooperation between the two countries. Speaking on 
the occasion, ICCI President Sardar Tahir Mehmood assured 
the Ambassador of the Chamber’s full support in enhancing 
Kyrgyz–Pakistani relations. He emphasized that trade must be 
mutually beneficial and called for facilitation of regular busi-
ness delegations.
Zafar Bakhtawari stressed the need for improved trade con-
nectivity, visa facilitation, and promotion of cultural exchang-
es, noting that stronger people-to-people linkages would 
further consolidate bilateral ties. Khalid Iqbal Malik pointed 
out Pakistan’s strong export potential in mangoes, rice, and 

other products, proposing joint trade exhibitions and mar-
keting campaigns to boost commerce. Waqar Zafar Bakhta-
wari suggested establishing direct trade connections with 
Bishkek to strengthen business-to-business linkages. The 

meeting concluded with both sides reaffirming their com-
mitment to advancing trade, cultural exchanges, and econom-
ic cooperation. The Ambassador welcomed practical proposals 
and assured his full cooperation in translating them into action.

Delegation of Islamabad Chamber 
leaders visits Kyrgyz embassy 

Briefs
Indonesia 

partners with 
UAE to train 
10m coders

JAKARTA: Indonesia is part-
nering with the UAE to train 
10 million young people in 
programming in the next 
three years, its Ministry of 
Communication and Digi-
tal Affairs has announced, 
as Southeast Asia’s biggest 
economy seeks to equip its 
youth with stronger tech 
skills.
Indonesia has the world’s 
third-largest youth popula-
tion, with over 64 million 
people aged between 16 
and 30, comprising almost 
a quarter of the country’s 
population. It also has the 
third-highest number of 
software developers in the 
Asia-Pacific, after India and 
China. The 10 Million Cod-
ers initiative was launched 
earlier this week on the side-
lines of the Indonesia-UAE 
Government Experience 
Exchange Forum in Jakarta, 
as the two countries seek to 
strengthen their digital and 
tech cooperation. “We are 
launching this collaboration 
to strengthen our digital tal-
ent capacity, especially with 
this digital literacy program, 
which will train 10 million 
coders among Indonesia’s 
younger generation,” Nezar 
Patria, deputy minister of 
communications and digital 
affairs, told reporters.—APP

UAE, 
Indonesian 
presidents 
reiterate 

support for 
Qatar 

DUBAI: UAE President 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
and his Indonesian coun-
terpart President Prabowo 
Subianto on Friday have 
reiterated their countries’ 
full solidarity with Qatar fol-
lowing Israel’s attack on the 
state last week.  Sheikh Mo-
hamed received President 
Prabowo on Friday in Abu 
Dhabi, who is on an official 
visit to the United Arab 
Emirates.   During their 
meeting, “the two leaders 
also exchanged views on re-
gional and international is-
sues of mutual concern, in-
cluding the Israeli attack on 
the State of Qatar,” WAM 
News Agency reported.  
Both sides reiterated their 
countries’ condemnation 
of the attack and expressed 
their solidarity with Qatar, 
it added. —APP

Rupee gains 
04 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Thursday appreciated 
by 04 paisa against the 
US Dollar in the interbank 
trading and closed at Rs 
281.46 against the pre-
vious day’s closing of Rs 
281.50.
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Pa-
kistan (FAP), the buying 
and selling rates of the 
dollar in the open market 
stood at Rs 282.55 and 
Rs 282.75, respective-
ly. The price of the Euro 
decreased by Rs 0.48 to 
close at Rs 332.87 against 
the last day’s closing of Rs 
333.35, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese yen 
remained unchanged to 
close at Rs 1.91, whereas 
a decrease of 13 paisa was 
witnessed in the exchange 
rate of the British Pound, 
which was traded at Rs 
383.68 compared to the 
previous day’s closing of 
Rs 383.81. The exchange 
rate of the declined by 
01 paisa and closed at Rs 
76.63 while the Saudi Ri-
yal remained stagnant at 
Rs 75.03._APP

Gold price 
stables at 

Rs.388,600 
per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price of 
24 karat gold remained un-
changed at Rs.388,600 per 
tola on Thursday, according 
to All Pakistan Sarafa Gems 
and Jewellers Association.
The price of 10 gram 24 karat 
gold also stayed unchanged at 
Rs.333,161, whereas 10 gram 
22 karat gold was traded at 
existing rates of Rs.305,408. 
In the international market, 
the rate of gold stood firm at 
$3,668 per ounce.
On the other hand, the price 
of silver registered an in-
crease.—APP

Kashmir 
Council Europe 

mourns over 
demise of Prof. 

Ghani 
DNA

Brussels: Chairman of 
Kashmir Council Europe 
(KCEU), Ali Raza Syed, has 
expressed deep sorrow and 
grief over the demise of vet-
eran Kashmiri leader Pro-
fessor Abdul Ghani Bhat, 
former chairman of All Par-
ties Hurriyet Conference 
(APHC) and former presi-
dent of Muslim Conference 
Jammu Kashmir (MCJK).
Prof. Bhat, a prominent 
intellectual, academician, 
and political leader, passed 
away at the age of 89 in 
Sopore, occupied Kashmir, 
on Wednesday.
Paying rich tribute to the 
late leader, Ali Raza Syed 
described Prof. Bhat as “an 
unparalleled advocate for 
the rights of the people of 
Kashmir,” praising his wis-
dom, vision, and powerful 
oratory in highlighting the 
Kashmir dispute on global 
platforms. “Prof. Bhat will 
always be remembered 
in the history of Kashmir 
for his vision, expression, 
statesmanship, and tire-
less advocacy for the right 
to self-determination of 
the Kashmiri people,” the 
KCEU chief said. Calling 
his demise a “great loss for 
the ongoing freedom strug-
gle,” Ali Raza Syed extend-
ed heartfelt condolences to 
Prof. Bhat’s family and the 
Kashmiri people, praying 
for eternal peace of the de-
parted soul.—APP

Lebanon 
health 

ministry says 
two killed in 
Israeli strike 

BEIRUT: An Israeli strike 
on the eastern city of 
Baalbek killed at least two 
people late on Wednesday 
night, Lebanon’s health 
ministry said Lebanon’s of-
ficial National News Agency 
reported that the strike was 
carried out by “an Israeli 
drone.” Israel frequently 
launches strikes in Leba-
non, saying it is targeting 
Hezbollah, despite a cease-
fire that brought its most 
recent war with the group 
to a halt in November.
Baalbek, a millennia-old city 
and home to a set of UNE-
SCO World Heritage-listed 
Roman temples, sits in the 
Bekaa Valley, which is close 
to the Syrian border and 
has been a stronghold for 
Hezbollah.
Under pressure from the 
United States and fearing 
an escalation of Israeli 
strikes, the Lebanese gov-
ernment is now moving to 
disarm Hezbollah.
The group, which previ-
ously dominated Lebanese 
politics and was thought to 
be better armed than the 
military, was severely weak-
ened by the war with Israel.
According to Beirut, the 
Lebanese army must com-
plete its disarmament of 
Hezbollah in areas near the 
Israeli border within three 
months.—APP

Jordan 
crown prince 

warns US 
over Israeli 
unilateral 
actions

DUBAI: Jordan’s Crown 
Prince Hussein bin Abdul-
lah II warned on Wednesday 
of the dangers posed by uni-
lateral measures taken by 
the Israeli government, say-
ing they undermine pros-
pects for peace in the region 
and fuel extremist rhetoric 
In meetings with members 
of the US Congress, the 
Crown Prince emphasized 
the urgent need to end the 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza 
and to de-escalate tensions 
in the West Bank to restore 
regional stability. During 
talks with Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair-
man James Risch and com-
mittee member Senator 
Jeanne Shaheen, he high-
lighted the importance of 
supporting stability, sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity in Syria and Lebanon.  
In a separate meeting with 
Senator Chris Van Hollen, 
a member of the Senate 
Appropriations and Foreign 
Relations Committees, the 
Crown Prince highlighted 
Jordan’s commitment to 
modernization at home and 
to restore regional calm. He 
reaffirmed Jordan’s determi-
nation to continue providing 
support to the Palestinian 
people to help alleviate the 
unprecedented humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza._APP

Pak, Syria agree to explore 
new avenues for cooperation
Welcoming the Ambas-
sador, the Finance Min-

ister appreciated the 
improving situation 

 in Syria and the gradual 
return to normalcy

Dr. Ramez Alraee, Ambassador of the Syri-
an Arab Republic to Pakistan, called on the 
Federal Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, at 
the Finance Division today.
During the meeting, both sides discussed 
matters of mutual interest, with a focus 
on further strengthening the longstand-
ing fraternal ties between Pakistan and 
Syria and exploring avenues for enhanced 
bilateral cooperation. Welcoming the Am-
bassador, the Finance Minister appre-
ciated the improving situation in Syria 
and the gradual return to normalcy. He 
expressed the hope that the removal of 
sanctions by the United States would 
help Syria reintegrate into the interna-
tional system and open up opportunities 
for investment and bilateral trade. He as-
sured the Ambassador of Pakistan’s full 
support to Syria in every possible way, 

noting that the people of both countries 
share deep bonds of affection and empathy.
Ambassador Alraee said that having served 
in Pakistan for almost three years, he con-
sidered Pakistan his second home and saw 
himself as not only Syria’s Ambassador to 
Pakistan but also as a well-wisher of Paki-
stan, always striving to promote the histor-
ic brotherly ties between the two nations.
He thanked the Government of Pakistan, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, and the 
country’s political leadership for extending 
full political and diplomatic support to Syr-
ia following the recent Israeli aggression. 
He also expressed gratitude to the Govern-
ment and people of Pakistan for standing 
with the people of Syria, recalling in par-
ticular the humanitarian aid sent by Paki-
stan after the devastating 2023 Turkey–
Syria earthquake.
Alraee reaffirmed his commitment to pro-
moting bilateral trade and commerce be-
tween the two countries and emphasized 
the importance of facilitating exchanges of 
official and business delegations to further 
strengthen economic and people-to-people 
ties.
Both sides reiterated their resolve to deep-
en the friendly relations between Pakistan 
and Syria and to work together for the mu-
tual benefit of their peoples.
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Pak committed for 
regulatory reforms: Ahad 
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Establishment 
Division, Ahad Cheema here on 
Thursday chaired a high-level meeting 
focused on the strategic road map of 
the Board of Investment (BOI). The 
meeting was attended by Minister of 
State for Finance, Bilal Azhar Kayani, 
Secretary BOI, and other senior of-
ficials. The primary objective of the 
meeting was to deliberate on policy 
measures aimed at accelerating eco-
nomic growth, improving Pakistan’s 
investment climate, and increasing 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI),said 
a release issued here on Thursday. 
Federal Minister Ahad Cheema ex-
pressed satisfaction with the ongoing 
progress on the regulatory reforms 
framework during the BOI briefing 
on the reforms package. He conveyed 
optimism that Pakistan will develop 
a comprehensive regulatory reforms 
package soon, which he believes will 
be a game changer for the country’s 
investment climate. The federal min-
ister underscored the urgent need 

to operationalize Specialized Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs) in a structured 
and efficient manner. He highlighted 
that SEZs are a critical component 
of Pakistan’s economic strategy, con-
tributing significantly to industrial 
expansion, employment generation, 
and technological advancement. He 
emphasized that strong intergovern-
mental coordination, particularly be-
tween federal and provincial levels, is 
key to ensuring the success and global 
competitiveness of these zones. An-
other theme of the discussion was the 
adoption of data-driven, market-based 
strategies for the development and 
management of SEZs. Minister Chee-
ma directed that export promotion 
and industrial growth must be backed 
by competitive, evidence-based data 
to ensure long-term viability and to 
make these zones more attractive to 
international investors. The Minis-
ter was also briefed on the status of 
reforms and the collaborative efforts 
underway between federal and provin-
cial governments. He appreciated the 

proactive alignment of provincial au-
thorities with the BOI’s reform agen-
da and recognized it as a cornerstone 
for creating a seamless and unified 
national investment framework. In 
accordance with the vision of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Minister 
Cheema reiterated the importance 
of improving Pakistan’s “Business 
Ready” ranking. He noted that this 
goal was directly tied to strengthening 
the Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) 
framework. A robust and transparent 
business environment, he said, is es-
sential for enhancing Pakistan’s global 
competitiveness and unlocking new 
avenues for foreign investment. Con-
cluding the meeting, Minister Cheema 
expressed the confidence in the on-
going reform efforts and praised the 
close cooperation between federal and 
provincial institutions. He reaffirmed 
the government’s commitment to fos-
tering a business-friendly ecosystem 
and positioning Pakistan as a prime 
destination for regional and interna-
tional investment.—DNA

Pakistan, Poland for enhanced  
cooperation in food security

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain on Thursday reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment for building long-term partnerships with Poland in the field of agriculture and food secu-
rity. He expressed confidence that enhanced bilateral cooperation would open new avenues for trade, technology 
transfer, and sustainable agricultural development The minster held a high-level meeting with the Ambassador 
of Poland, which focused on strengthening bilateral agricultural cooperation, enhancing Pakistan’s agricultural 
exports to Poland, and addressing technical barriers related to sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) requirements. 
The minister highlighted Poland’s role as a major agricultural producer in Europe, ranking second globally in rye 
exports and third in apple exports, with significant production of wheat, barley, oats, sugar beet, tobacco, fruits, 
and potatoes. He emphasized that Pakistan and Poland could greatly benefit from mutual collaboration in cereals, 
fruits, livestock, and food processing sectors. Discussing SPS challenges, Hussain underlined that Pakistan’s ex-
porters face difficulties in accessing the Polish market due to stringent EU standards regarding transportation, 
storage, aflatoxins, and packaging. He urged Poland’s support in harmonizing SPS measures between Pakistan’s 
Department of Plant Protection (DPP) and Poland’s National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO). He further 
stressed the need for cooperation in capacity development, food safety, and certification systems to facilitate 
smooth trade. The minister noted that Pakistan currently exports rice, mango, sesame seeds, dates, and alfalfa 
seed to Poland, albeit in small volumes compared to its production surplus. Imports from Poland mainly include 
potato starch and tortilla wraps. He identified citrus, rice, mango, and animal products as strong potential areas 
for expanding exports and urged Poland to allow imports of Pakistani citrus, which is already being exported to 
more than 40 countries, including the UK, Norway, and Russia.
Both sides also discussed expanding cooperation in the livestock sector and the minister proposed establishing a 
Joint Working Group on Livestock to strengthen collaboration in animal health, veterinary sciences, meat trade, 
and dairy production. He highlighted Pakistan’s existing export of animal casings to Poland and expressed inter-
est in expanding cooperation to include cooked meat, poultry, and processed food. The meeting further explored 
areas of agricultural cooperation such as exchange of elite crop genetic resources, joint research on post-harvest 
management and value addition, renewable energy use in agriculture, water conservation, biotechnology for land 
reclamation, and expertise-sharing in organic farming and certification. —DNA

Turkiye warns 
Cyprus’ Israeli air 

defense system could 
destabilize island

ANKARA: Turkiye is closely monitoring Cyprus’ reported 
procurement of an Israeli air defense system, Turkish offi-
cials said Thursday, warning that the move could destabilize 
a “fragile balance” on the divided island. Turkish defense 
ministry officials expressed concerns over reports suggesting 
that an Israeli-made Barak MX integrated air defense system 
had been delivered to Cyprus.= The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity in line with government regulations, 
said Cyprus’ ongoing armament efforts would threaten peace 
and stability on the island and may lead to “dangerous con-
sequences.” The Mediterranean Island has been split along 
ethnic lines since 1974 when Turkiye invaded in the wake of a 
coup that aimed to unify the island with Greece. Only Turkiye 
recognizes a 1983 Turkish Cypriot declaration of independ-
ence in the island’s northern third where Turkiye continues to 
maintain more than 35,000 troops. The Israeli ground-based 
system is capable of simultaneously intercepting missiles, 
drones and aircraft from as far as 93 miles (150 kilometers) 
away. Its deployment would mark a significant upgrade to Cy-
prus’ defense shield, which had until recently only consisted 
of Soviet-era weapons, such as the BUK M1-2 missile system. 
Cyprus’ defense minister, Vasilis Palmas, said in an interview 
with The Associated Press last year that bolstering the coun-
try’s defense capacity is critical for the island nation, which is 
located close to the war-torn Middle East.—APP

Despair deepens for  
Palestinian family forced to 
flee across Gaza yet again

 KHAN YOUNIS: Exhaustion, despair and anger are grind-
ing away at Ne’man Abu Jarad. Once again, for the 11th 
time, he and his family have been forced to uproot and move 
across the Gaza Strip. “It’s a renewal of the torture. We’re 
not being displaced, we’re dying,” Ne’man said last week as 
the family packed up their possessions and tents in Gaza 
City to escape escalating Israel bombardment ahead of a 
planned invasion of the city. The next day, they unpacked 
in southern Gaza on barren former agricultural land out-
side the city of Khan Younis, unsure where they would now 
find food and water. This has been the Abu Jarads’ life for 
nearly two years, since fleeing their home in the far north 
of Gaza days after Israel launched its onslaught in response 
to Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack. Like countless Palestinian 
families, they have fled the length of Gaza and back, forced 
to move every few months as Israel attacks each new shel-
ter. The Associated Press has chronicled much of their 
journey. During the ceasefire that began in January, they 
had a bittersweet return to their home, which was damaged 
but still standing. But within two months, Israel broke the 
ceasefire, and the Abu Jarads had to wrench themselves 
away. With each move, Ne’man and his wife Majida try to 
preserve some stability for their six daughters and their 
2-year-old granddaughter amid the misery of tent life. The 
youngest is 8-year-old Lana; the eldest is Balsam, in her 20s 
and married. But the sense of futility is weighing heavier. 
No end is in sight and Ne’man fears it will get worse.—APP
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IslamabadPOST
Zardari visits 

Xinjiang 
Islamic 
Institute 

in Ürümqi
DNA

Ürümqi: President Asif Ali 
Zardari visited the Xinjiang 
Islamic Institute in Ürümqi 
today. He was received by 
Mr Mukhtirei Sifu, President 
of the Xinjiang Islamic Insti-
tute. Mr Sifu explained that 
the Institute plays a central 
role in providing structured 
theological education and 
training religious scholars, 
imams and khatibs for ser-
vice across Xinjiang. 
He highlighted the Institute’s 
efforts to blend religious edu-
cation with modern learning, 
noting the importance of 
preparing students to serve 
both their faith and society.
The President was in-
formed that the Institute 
offers courses in Quran, 
Hadith, Islamic jurispru-
dence, Arabic, theology and 
general subjects including 
history, computer literacy, 
ethics and sciences. 
The curriculum also includes 
Mandarin Chinese, civil law 
and regional religious poli-
cies. The Institute has the 
capacity to host around 1,000 
students at its main cam-
pus, with affiliated institutes 
in other parts of Xinjiang. 
Facilities include a central 
mosque, library, lecture halls, 
classrooms, dormitories and 
administrative buildings. Stu-
dents receive scholarships, 
housing, meals and stipends 
during their studies. 

61 Irregular 
migrants 
missing 

GENEVA: The United Na-
tions High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) an-
nounced that 61 irregular 
migrants are missing after 
a boat capsized off the east-
ern coast of Libya.
In a statement on X, the 
UNHCR said it is deeply 
saddened by a second trag-
ic boat incident off Tobruk 
where a vessel carrying 74 
people capsized. Only 13 
people survived and doz-
ens remain missing. This 
incident follows the death 
of 50 Sudanese nationals 
and the rescue of 24 other 
migrants after their boat 
sank off Tobruk last Sunday, 
according to IOM. – APP

Pak, IAEA ink 
pact to boost 

peaceful 
nuclear coop

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A new six-year 
Country Programme Frame-
work (CPF) has been signed 
between Pakistan and the 
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) aimed at 
strengthening cooperation in 
peaceful nuclear applications 
ranging from food security to 
energy and healthcare.
Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC) Chair-
man Dr Raja Ali Raza Anwar 
and IAEA Deputy Director 
General and Head of the 
Department of Technical 
Cooperation Hua Liu signed 
the fifth CPF, covering 
2026–2031 on the sidelines 
of the IAEA General Con-
ference in Vienna, Austria.

Gunman kills 3 police 
officers, wounds 2  

in eastern US
Washington: A gunman opened fire Wednesday on five 
police officers in the eastern US state of Pennsylvania, kill-
ing three and seriously injuring two before he was killed at 
the scene, a senior police official said. “I can confirm that 
there were five law enforcement officers who were shot to-
day, three fatally,” State Police Commissioner Christopher 
Paris told reporters, adding that two officers were taken 
to the hospital in critical condition. The officers had gone 
to an address as part of a domestic violence investigation 
when they came under fire. “I can confirm that the shoot-
er is dead,” Paris added, stating the suspect had been 
shot by police. He said an investigation was underway 
and that there was no ongoing threat to the public. The 
shooting happened Wednesday afternoon in the Township 
of Codorus in York County, 130 miles (210 kilometers) 
southwest of Philadelphia. “There are many details, which 
at this point we are not prepared to release, given the on-
going nature of the investigation,” Paris said. – APP

IHC reinstates PTA chairman 
Hafeez Ur Rehman

A two-member bench comprising Justices Muhammad 
Asif and Inaam Ameen Minhas hear intra-court appeals

 
dna

ISLAMABAD: In a fresh development, the 
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Thursday 
suspended the single-bench Justice Babar 
Sattar’s order that had removed Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Chair-
man Major General (retd) Hafeez Ur Reh-
man from his post. A two-member division 
bench comprising Justices Muhammad Asif 
and Inaam Ameen Minhas heard the in-
tra-court appeals filed by the federal govern-
ment, the PTA, and the removed chairman. 

Advocate Qasim Wadud appeared on behalf 
of retired Major General Hafeez Ur Rehman 
before court. During the proceedings, PTA’s 
counsel Advocate Salman Mansoor raised 
serious procedural objections to the earlier 
ruling. “The single-bench decision granted 
relief that wasn’t even sought in the peti-
tion,” Mansoor told the court.
“Neither were the rules governing the re-
moval of the PTA chairman challenged, nor 
was a legal notice issued to the Attorney 
General before the order,” he argued.
PTA’s counsel further maintained that the 
judgment violated the principles laid out 
in Article 199 of the Constitution. “Relief 
cannot be granted for something that is not 
sought in the petition,” he contended. .“Even 
[the] court acknowledged that arguments 
were not completed when the judgment was 
reserved,” he said. He further argued that 
two petitions containing objections had been 
filed, but the bench reserved judgment with-
out hearing those objections. “[The] court 
reserved the verdict on a day when some of 
the counsel were on leave,” he maintained. 
At which, Justice Muhammad Asif said: “You 
were given ample opportunity to argue your 
case.” After hearing arguments, the court 
suspended Babar Sattar’s ruling and rein-
stated Hafeez Ur Rehman as PTA chairman.

Briefs
Toshakhana 2 case

Key 
witnesses 

admit 
undervaluing 

jewellery
PTI founder’s ex-principal 

secretary confesses 
to coercing private 

appraiser to undervalue 
Bulgari jewellery set

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Eye-opening 
revelations have surfaced 
in confessional statements 
of key witnesses obtained 
by Geo News, concerning 
the undervaluation of a 
jewellery set in the Tos-
hakhana 2 case against Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan and his 
wife Bushra Bibi. The con-
fessional statements are 
of Khan’s former person-
al secretary, Inamullah 
Shah, and the private ap-
praiser of the Bulgari jew-
ellery set, Sohaib Abbasi. 
The jewellery set was gift-
ed to Khan and his wife 
by the Saudi royal family 
when the former held the 
office of the PM.
In his statement recorded 
before the court on Thurs-
day , Shah said that he 
not only received “double 
salaries” from both the 
PTI and his government 
job from 2019 to 2021, but 
also coerced a private ap-
praiser to undervalue the 
Bulgari jewellery set.
“I asked [Sohaib] Abbasi to 
reduce the value of the jew-
ellery set,” he said.
“I was fired from the job 
due to Bushra Bibi’s dis-
pleasure; there was no 
complaint of double salary 
[she] was suspicious that 
my brother has links with 
Jahangir Tareen,” Shah re-
marked, adding that he was 
posted in Bani Gala as the 
comptroller of the Prime 
Minister’s House (PMO).

Hike in power 
bills on cards

dna
ISLAMABAD: Electrici-
ty consumers across the 
country are likely to face 
higher bills in October af-
ter the Central Power Pur-
chasing Agency-Guarantee 
(CPPA-G) requested the 
National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (Ne-
pra) to approve additional 
collection of Rs0.1911 per 
unit from consumers,.
The agency’s demand is un-
der the monthly fuel charges 
adjustment (FCA) for August 
2025. Nepra has scheduled 
a public hearing on Sept 29 
to decide the matter.  In its 
petition, filed on behalf of 
ex-Wapda distribution com-
panies (Discos) and K-Elec-
tric, the CPPA-G said the 
reference fuel charges for 
August were Rs7.3149 per 
unit, while the actual cost of 
power generation averaged 
Rs7.5059 per unit. 
The gap, it argued, must be 
recovered from consumers 
through the FCA mecha-
nism. As per the sources, 
if the request for hike is 
approved, an additional 
burden of Rs3 billion may 
be imposed on consum-
ers across the country.

At UN Pakistan says 
TTP security threat 

“The TTP (Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan), with nearly 6,000 fighters, remains the largest UN-
designated terrorist group on Afghan soil,” Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ahmad, permanent 

representative of Pakistan to the U.N., said in a debate on the situation in Afghanistan

Urumqi: President Asif Ali Zardari visiting the Urban Operations and Management Centre in Urumqi, accompanied 
by the Mayor of the city and the Vice Governor of Xinjiang. – DNA

DNA

UNITED NATIONS: Terrorism emanating 
from Afghanistan remains the “gravest 
threat” to Pakistan’s national security, a 
senior Pakistani diplomat told the UN Se-
curity Council as he exhorted the Taliban 
authorities to fulfill their international obli-
gations on counterterrorism. 
 “The TTP (Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan), with 
nearly 6,000 fighters, remains the largest 
UN-designated terrorist group on Afghan 
soil,” Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ahmad, 
permanent representative of Pakistan to the 
U.N., said in a debate on the situation in Af-
ghanistan. Pakistan, he said,  had thwarted 
multiple infiltration attempts of TTP and BLA 
(Balochistan Liberation Army) terrorists 
from across Afghanistan, confiscating signif-
icant caches of sophisticated military grade 
modern equipment left behind by interna-
tional forces in Afghanistan-- mainly weapons 
abandoned by the departing US troops. 
“These efforts come at a heavy price - huge 

sacrifices by our valiant security forces and 
civilians,” Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ah-
mad said, referring to the martyrdom of 12 
Pakistani soldiers in a single incident just 
this month while they were defending the 
borders.  “This situation is intolerable,” the 
Pakistani envoy told the 15-member Coun-
cil. Terrorist entities, including ISIL-K/
Da’esh, Al-Qaeda, TTP,  BLA, and its  Ma-
jeed Brigade, he said,  operate from Afghan 
sanctuaries, with more than 60 such ter-
rorist camps serving as hubs for enabling 
cross-border infiltration and attacks.
“We have credible evidence of collab-
oration among these terrorist groups 
through joint training, illicit weapons 
trade, refuge to terrorists, and coor-
dinated attacks - all aimed at targeting 
civilian and law enforcement agencies 
and disrupting and sabotaging infra-
structure and development projects in 
Pakistan.” He called for swift action on 
the proposal by China and Pakistan in 
the UNSC’s 1267 Sanctions Committee 
to designate the BLA and Majeed Bri-

gade as terrorist organizations.  On its 
part, the United States has already list-
ed the two terrorist outfits. Recalling 
that Pakistan has “consistently advocat-
ed sustained engagement with Afghan-
istan”, Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ah-
mad stressed that the Taliban sanctions 
regime must not “fall prey to political 
considerations of Council members”. 
 Specifically, travel-ban-exemption requests 
remain crucial for meaningful engagement, 
he said, recalling the recent quadrilateral 
meeting between Pakistan, China, Iran, 
and the Russian Federation in Dushan-
be, “where we agreed on result-oriented 
engagement” with Afghanistan’s interim 
authorities.   Urging international engage-
ment with clear objectives, reciprocal 
steps and a “realistic road map guided by 
dialogue and diplomacy”, he underscored:  
“Isolation and disengagement serves no 
one’s interest.” He also said that “Contin-
ued restrictions on (Afghan) women and 
girls are inconsistent with Islamic tradi-
tions and norms of Muslim society.”

With conflict in Afghanistan now having 
ended, many Afghans, whom Pakistan had 
hosted for decades,  have been repatriated 
in a dignified, phased, and orderly manner, 
the Pakistani envoy said. 
Pakistan has also instituted a liberal 
visa regime that enables a large number 
of Afghans to be in Pakistan, legally, for 
various purposes, including family links, 
education, medical, and business.  “While 
we will continue to extend all possible 
assistance to our Afghan brothers and 
sisters, the international community must 
shoulder its responsibility and take the 
necessary steps to ameliorate the condi-
tions and share this burden more equita-
bly,” he said. “International partners must 
fulfill their obligations also with regard to 
their commitments – that are in fact long 
delayed and unkept – including for third 
country resettlements.” As immediate 
neighbours bound by geography, culture, 
and history, no country desires peace and 
stability in Afghanistan more than Pakistan, 
Ambassador Asim Iftikhar Ahmad said. 
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10 injured as Israeli forces 
intensify bombardment in Gaza
GAZA: Four Palestinian citizens were martyred on Thurs-
day in the Al-Bureij refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip 
as the Israeli occupation forces escalated the aggression 
on Gaza City, intensifying the aerial and artillery bom-
bardment and detonating booby-trapped robots to destroy 
homes and force citizens to leave the city. 
The Palestinian news agency (WAFA) said that four cit-
izens were martyred and ten others were injured when 
Israeli aircraft bombed a house in the Block 7 area of 
Al-Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip. 
The occupation forces carried out operations to destroy 
infrastructure and demolish residential buildings south 
and north of Gaza City, forcing citizens to flee to the 
southern part of the Strip, WAFA said.
This escalation in Gaza City and its neighborhoods comes 
amid the continued disruption of internet and landline ser-
vices in Gaza and North Gaza governorates due to the on-
going aggression and the targeting of key network routes, 
according to the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority.

The ongoing aggression on Gaza City has resulted in the 
forced displacement of more than 40,000 people over 
the past two days, according to the spokesman for the 
UN Secretary-General Stephane Dujarric.
Medical sources announced last night that 99 citizens 
were martyred in massacres committed by the Israeli 
occupation in the Gaza Strip over the past 24 hours, in-
cluding 77 martyrs in the northern Gaza Strip.
Since Oct. 7, 2023, the Israeli occupation has committed 
genocidal crimes in the Gaza Strip, killing 65,062 and injur-
ing 165,697 wounded, most of them children and women. 
A famine has also claimed the lives of 432 Palestinians, in-
cluding 146 children. he United Nations warned that the 
situation in Gaza is deteriorating by the hour and renewed 
its call for immediate protection for civilians. It emphasized 
that issuing displacement orders does not absolve the par-
ties to the conflict of their responsibilities to protect civil-
ians, especially in light of the ongoing attacks launched by 
the occupying power, Israel, on Gaza. – APP


