
France extends €500,000
support for flood-affected
communities in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: French Ambassador to Pakistan Nicolas Galey handing 
over grant cheque to the Country Director of ACTED Sarfraz Laldin, 

for the rehabilitation of the flood-affected people. – DNA

Ambassador Galey also underscored the 
broader challenge of climate change, 

warning that such devastating episodes 
are likely to continue posing threats  

to Pakistan in the years ahead

Climate change affects

Briefs T20 Asia Cup 2025

Victory against  
Sri Lanka keeps 
Pak hopes alive
Saim Ayub, under pressure to deliver, failed  

to make any worthwhile contribution,  
continuing his poor run in the tournament

Sports Desk

ABU DHABI: Pakistan kept their Asia Cup 
hopes alive with a crucial five-wicket vic-
tory over Sri Lanka on Tuesday. Despite 
yet another shaky start from the top order, 
the middle and lower-order batsmen held 
their nerve to guide the team to an impor-
tant win. Hussain Talat and Muhammad 
Nawaz played a winning knock. Pakistan 
achieved the target in the 18th over.
Chasing Sri Lanka’s modest total, Pakistan 
once again faced early troubles as the top 
order faltered. Saim Ayub, under pressure 
to deliver, failed to make any worthwhile 
contribution, continuing his poor run in 
the tournament. Other top-order batters 
also struggled against disciplined Sri Lan-

kan bowling, raising concerns for the team 
management ahead of the next fixtures.
However, Pakistan’s middle order staged a 
strong recovery. Sensible batting partner-
ships stabilized the innings, with calculat-
ed stroke play and maturity ensuring that 
the required target was achieved with five 
wickets in hand. Earlier, Sri Lanka set a 
modest target of 134 runs for Pakistan.
Put into bat first, the defending cham-
pions managed to accumulate 133-8 in 
their allotted 20 overs despite Kamindu 
Mendis’s half-century. Sri Lanka got off 
to a shaky start to their innings as Sha-
heen Shah Afridi dismissed both open-
ers — Kusal Mendis (zero) and Pathum 
Nissanka (eight) — in his first two overs. 

Continued on Page 06

Trump calls
for immediate 

end to Gaza war
News Desk

NEW YORK: United States President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday called for an immediate end to the ongoing war 
in Gaza. Addressing the 80th United Nations General As-
sembly at UN headquarters in New York City, the US pres-
ident said: “We have to stop the war in Gaza immediately. 
We have to immediately negotiate peace.” Dozens of world 
leaders gathered at the United Nations to embrace a Pal-
estinian state, a landmark diplomatic shift that faces fierce 
resistance from Israel and its close ally, the US. Trump re-
jected statehood for Palestinians, adopting the stance of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
“The rewards would be too great for Hamas,” he said, repeat-
ing his call for the return of hostages taken by the Palestini-
an group. Trump said the US wants a ceasefire-for-hostages 
deal that would see the return of all remaining hostages, alive 
or dead. Turning to Russia, Trump warned he was ready to 
impose tough economic measures over the war in Ukraine.
In his first UN address since regaining power in January, 
Trump said he wants US allies to impose the same measures 
on Russia he is proposing to try to force Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to pull back from the biggest war in Europe 
since World War II. The US president has warned about the 
possibility of sanctions on Russia several times but has yet to 
follow through. Lately he has demanded Europe stop all Rus-
sian oil purchases before he will take action. “In the event 
that Russia is not ready to make a deal to end the war, then 
the United States is fully prepared to impose a very strong 
round of powerful tariffs, which would stop the bloodshed, 
I believe, very quickly,” he said. But for the measures to be 
effective, he said, “European nations, all of you gathered 

Continued on Page 06

Spain approves 
‘total’ arms 

embargo 
against Israel

DNA
NEW YORK: The Spanish government approved a 
“total” arms embargo on Israel, part of a package of 
measures aimed at halting what Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez called “the genocide in Gaza”.
The decree prohibits all exports to Israel of defence 
material and dual-use products or technologies, and 
the import of such equipment to Spain, Economy 
Minister Carlos Cuerpo said at a news conference.
It also blocks requests for the transit of aircraft 
fuel with potential military applications and 
bans imports of products originating from Israe-
li settlements in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories, including their advertising, Cuerpo said.
“This decree is a big step forward and is pioneering 
at the international level when it comes to a total 
arms embargo on Israel,” Cuerpo told a news confer-
ence after the cabinet approved the measure.
The government says the decree “consolidates in 
law” a ban on military equipment sales or pur-
chases with Israel that it had applied since the 
start of the Israeli offensive in Gaza

“I had to end wars instead of the 
United Nations,” says Trump

Prime Minister 
meets Crown 

Prince of 
Kuwait 

 
DNA

NEW YORK: DPrime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif, who is currently on 
a visit to New York to par-
ticipate in the 80th session 
of the UN General Assem-
bly, held a bilateral meet-
ing earlier today, with His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubar-
ak Al-Sabah, Crown Prince 
of the State of Kuwait.
During their warm and 
cordial meeting, the Prime 
Minister recalled the long-
standing, historic fraternal 
ties between Pakistan and 
Kuwait. He conveyed his 
respects and good wishes 
for the Amir of Kuwait, His 
Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
While recalling that both 
countries had always stood 
by each other through thick 
and thin, the Prime Minister 
thanked the Crown Prince 
for Kuwait’s expressions of 
solidarity following the re-
cent floods in Pakistan.
Expressing satisfaction 
over the positive trajecto-
ry of bilateral cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries, the Prime Minis-
ter expressed Pakistan’s 

Continued on Page 06

PHC grants 
Imaan Mazari 

protective 
bail

Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pesha-
war High Court (PHC) on 
Tuesday granted rights ac-
tivist Advocate Imaan Zainab 
Mazari-Hazir and her hus-
band Hadi Ali Chattha tran-
sit bail, three days after the 
couple was booked following 
a clash with the president of 
the Islamabad High Court 
Bar Association (IHCBA).
The police had registered 
a case against Mazari, her 
spouse, Zainab Janjua and 
several PTI-linked lawyers, 
including Naeem Panjhuta 
and Fateullah Barkiunder, 
under anti-terror laws af-
ter the IHCBA alleged that 
the bar leadership was “as-
saulted” by the lawyers, the 
suspects had also raised slo-
gans against state institu-
tions. Mazari and the other 
booked lawyers had staged 
a protest on the premis-
es of the IHC to oppose 
the suspension of Justice 
Tariq Mahmood Jahangiri 
from judicial work.
The hearing was presid-
ed over by PHC judge 
Justice Syed Mohammad 
Attique Shah, who grant-
ed a protective bail to the 
couple and asked them 
to appear before a rele-
vant court by October 9.

Continued on Page 06

Centreline Report

ISLAMABAD: In a media briefing, Ambassador of 
Russia, Albert P. Khorev provided a comprehensive 
update on recent developments concerning the res-
olution of the Ukrainian conflict. Ambassador Khor-
ev outlined Russia’s continued efforts to achieve a 
diplomatic settlement, highlighting the resumption 
of direct Russia-Ukraine negotiations in May 2025. 
He reported tangible progress, including the ex-
change of over 1,000 prisoners of war and the trans-
fer of the remains of 6,060 Ukrainian soldiers. How-
ever, he expressed serious concerns regarding what 
he described as the Kiev regime’s unwillingness to 
engage substantively on ceasefire details.
“The evidence is clear,” stated Ambassador Khorev. 
“Despite insisting on an immediate ceasefire, Kiev 
has repeatedly demonstrated a lack of commitment 
to peace by rejecting limited truce initiatives and 
violating agreed-upon ceasefires. This suggests the 
true goal is not peace, but a pause to regroup and re-
arm with continued European financial and military 
aid, which has exceeded $70 billion.”
The Ambassador condemned recent terrorist attacks 
on civilian infrastructure in Russia’s Bryansk and 

Kursk regions, which resulted in numerous casualties. 

Continued on Page 06 Russia warns US against any 
attempt to take Bagram airbase

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Russian Special Representative 
for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov has warned 
the U.S. against any attempt to retake Bagram 
airbase following threats by U.S. President 
Donald Trump, according to reports.
“Moscow doubts that the US will decide to 
invade Afghanistan to return the Bagram air 
base, as the results for Washington could be 
disastrous,” Kabulov told RIA Novosti on Mon-
day. On Sunday, US President Donald Trump 
said on Sept. 21 that ‘bad things’ will happen if 
Afghanistan does not return Bagram air base.
China has also criticized Mr Trump’s remarks 
on Bagram.  On 3 July 2025, Russia became 
the first country to formally recognise the Tal-
iban as Afghanistan’s legitimate government.
Moscow’s recognition of the Taliban govern-
ment demonstrates that Russia has become 

the first country to officially recognize it, 
which may be part of a strategy to strength-
en relations with Afghanistan and maintain 
regional stability. Experts are of the view 
that Kabul, in turn, should consider coop-
eration with Moscow, which has experience 
in resolving the issue of militancy, which is 
seen as a stumbling block for Afghanistan.
Resolving the problem of armed groups’ ac-
tivities will help stabilize the situation in 
the country, which will allow Kabul to count 
on developing trade and economic ties with 
neighboring states and Arab countries.
This, in turn, will lead to the recognition of 
the Islamic Emirate’s government by an 
even greater number of countries. In addi-
tion, Afghanistan’s cooperation with Russia, 
China, Iran and Pakistan opens up the pos-
sibility for Kabul to integrate into the SCO, 

Continued on Page 06

Russian envoy lauds Pak policy of neutrality on Ukraine
The Ambassador condemned recent terrorist attacks on civilian infrastructure in 
Russia’s Bryansk and Kursk regions, which resulted in numerous casualties. He 

questioned the feasibility of negotiating with what he termed a “terrorist” regime

At UNGA

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: French Ambassador to Paki-
stan Nicolas Galey has reaffirmed France’s 
solidarity with Pakistan as devastating floods 
once again hit parts of the country in 2025, 
severely affecting communities in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and other regions. Speaking 
at an event organized with ACTED, one of 
France’s major NGOs working in Pakistan, 
Ambassador Galey highlighted France’s con-
tinued commitment to supporting vulnera-
ble populations in times of crisis.
Recalling the tragic circumstances of 
the ongoing flood season, which claimed 
lives and damaged key infrastructure, 
water and sanitation systems, and dis-
rupted education and livelihoods, the 
Ambassador extended France’s deep-
est sympathy and condolences to the 
people of Pakistan, particularly those 
directly impacted.
He noted that ACTED, like other NGOs, 
quickly mobilized in coordination with the 
French Embassy and France’s Crisis and 
Support Center (CDCS). The CDCS had 
previously been at the forefront of assis-
tance to Pakistan during the catastrophic 
floods of August 2022. “This year, quite 
unfortunately, help and support is needed 
again,” Ambassador Galey said.
To respond to the crisis, the French gov-
ernment has allocated an initial grant of 
€500,000 to support flood-affected house-
holds. Through this assistance, ACTED will 
provide relief to 3,000 families in Swat and 
Guna, totaling about 21,000 individuals. The 
project will deliver a range of interventions 
including employment opportunities, re-
habilitation of shelters and water systems, 
distribution of hygiene kits, livelihood im-
provement, and other integrated support 
measures. “ACTED will work to promote 
and restore dignity and resilience for these 
families and will implement the project in 
full coordination and transparency with the 
relevant authorities,” the Ambassador said.
Ambassador Galey also underscored the 
broader challenge of climate change, warn-

ing that such devastating episodes are like-
ly to continue posing threats to Pakistan in 
the years ahead. He stressed that France’s 
commitment to climate action remains 
unwavering—both in international forums, 
where it advocates for global climate re-
silience, and on the ground in Pakistan, 
where French support continues to reach 
those most in need.
Ambassador Galey praised ACTED 
for its responsiveness and the quality 
of its project delivery, as well as the 
French Embassy team for their strong 
cooperation with NGOs. “France 
stands by Pakistan in these challeng-
ing circumstances,” he said, express-
ing hope that the support will help 
restore hope, dignity, and resilience 
among the affected communities.
It may bentioned here that through a 
comprehensive, community-centred ap-
proach, and in coordination with the 
needs identified by Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority KP, Acted will 
create short-term employment opportu-
nities via gender-responsive short term 
livelihood support, enabling affected 
populations to rehabilitate infrastructure 
such as debris clearance and irrigation 
channels, while also engaging in cultur-
ally appropriate livelihood recovery activ-
ities in parallel, Acted will rehabilitate 
shelters and distribute winterization 
kits to vulnerable families, the elderly, 
and persons with disabilities helping 
reduce exposure to harsh weather and 
related protection risks. 
In parallel, the project will ensure access 
to safe water sanitation, and hygiene, as 
well as continued learning opportunities 
for children. Acted will rehabilitate wa-
ter supply schemes, pumping stations, 
and household latrines, complemented 
by hygiene promotion sessions, dis-
tribution of hygiene and dignity kits, 
and fumigation campaigns to reduce 
health risks. These interventions are 
designed and will be implemented in 
close coordination with Public Health 
Engineering department of KP. 

Punjab refuses 
to distribute 

flood aid 
via BISP

Abid Raza

LAHORE: Punjab Informa-
tion Minister Azma Bokhari 
has refused to distribute 
flood aid through the Be-
nazir Income Support Pro-
gramme (BISP), saying that 
the provincial government 
was helping victims with its 
own resources. Speaking at 
a press conference in La-
hore, she Bokhari: “Should 
we take advice from those 
who have turned Sindh 
into archaeological ruins?” 
The Punjab government 
was helping flood victims 
through its own resourc-
es and was not waiting for 
foreign aid, she added.

Jaffer Express 
derails near 

Mastung
Bureau Report

QUETTA: Several passen-
gers were injured when 
three carriages of the Jaf-
far Express derailed in 
Mastung’s Dasht area on 
Tuesday following an explo-
sion on the railway track, 
officials said. According to 
railway authorities, one car-
riage overturned while two 
others came off the track. 
The train was travelling 
from Peshawar to Quetta at 
the time of the incident.
Rescue sources confirmed 
that ambulances had been 
dispatched from Quetta to 
Dasht to transport the in-
jured to hospitals. Levies 
officials said multiple pas-
sengers sustained injuries in 
the accident. This is not the 
first time the train service 
has been attacked. Earlier 
in June, five bogies of Jaffar 
Express derailed after a blast 
took place on a railway track 
near Jacobabad. The train 
was en route from Peshawar 
to Quetta. The explosion 
damaged the railway line, dis-
rupting train services in the 
area, however, no casualties 
were reported, they added.
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with Bahran 
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ISLAMABAD: Russian Ambassador  
Albert P Khorev addressing a press  

conference in Islamabad. – DNA
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Islamabad: The Association of Aesthetic Phy-
sicians Pakistan (AAPP) organized a one-day 
free medical camp in the flood-affected areas of 
Jalalpur Pirwala, extending much-needed health-
care services to hundreds of people suffering 
from both infectious and non-infectious diseases.

The camp saw participation from nearly 20 ex-
pert doctors from across the country, who vol-
unteered their time and professional expertise 
to examine and treat patients. Approximately 
500 individuals were provided with free medical 
check-ups and on-the-spot distribution of medi-
cines.Representatives of the Association em-
phasized that offering support to flood victims 
is both a moral and professional responsibility. 

They reaffirmed the Association’s commitment 
to serving not only disaster-affected communi-
ties but also other underprivileged and marginal-
ized segments of society across Pakistan. These 
welfare efforts, they said, will continue in the fu-
ture. Local residents and community members 
appreciated this humanitarian initiative and ex-
pressed hope that other organizations will follow 
suit in extending relief to those in need.

AAPP organizes  free medical camp organized 
for flood victims in Jalalpur Pirwala

Bahrain Commander lauds PAF’s 
bravery in conflict with India

General Shaikh Mohammed Bin Isa Bin Salman Al Khalifa congratulated the Air Chief on the outstand-
ing performance of Pakistan Air Force in the recent conflict against India, lauding the professional 

excellence, operational readiness and remarkable courage displayed by PAF personnel

DNA

Islamabad: General Shaikh Mohammed Bin Isa Bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, Commander Bahrain National Guard, called 
on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of 
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force at Air Headquarters, Islam-
abad. During the meeting both sides reaffirmed their resolve 
for sustained defence cooperation, placing special emphasis 
on joint training initiatives and deeper collaboration within the 
aviation industry. Chief of the Air Staff extended a warm wel-
come to the esteemed guest, as he briefed the visiting digni-
tary on the recent advancements of Pakistan Air Force, high-
lighting its comprehensive plans of modernization through 
infrastructure development, revamping of training and induc-
tion of niche capabilities. He further highlighted that these 
strategic initiatives are aimed at enhancing PAF’s operational 
preparedness and technological edge in multi-domain warfare. 
The Air Chief emphasized that Pakistan and Bahrain enjoy 
deep-rooted religious and historical ties which are reflected 
in their exemplary military-to-military cooperation and reiter-
ated his resolve to expand the bilateral defence collaboration 
particularly in the spheres of training, joint exercises and 
knowledge-sharing.  During the meeting, General Shaikh Mo-
hammed Bin Isa Bin Salman Al Khalifa congratulated the Air 
Chief on the outstanding performance of Pakistan Air Force 
in the recent conflict against India, lauding the professional 
excellence, operational readiness and remarkable courage 
displayed by PAF personnel. Commander Bahrain National 
Guard expressed his earnest desire for enhanced collabora-
tion in the field of training and emphasized the significance of 
joint learning through exercises. He also conveyed the keen 
interest of Bahrain Air Force in undertaking bilateral exercis-
es and joint training ventures with PAF, highlighting that such 
initiatives would serve as a platform for mutual growth and 
shared operational experience. The follow-up visit reinforced 

the enduring bonds of brotherhood and defence partnership, 
with the visiting dignitary lauding PAF’s indigenization drive 
and praising its leadership for safeguarding regional balance 
of power. It was also mutually agreed that as part of the forth-
coming series of negotiations, Commander of the Bahrain 
Air Force will undertake an official visit to Pakistan in the 

near future.  The meeting between Chief of the Air Staff 
and Commander Bahrain National Guard underscored the 
unwavering commitment of both nations to broaden mil-
itary cooperation, foster institutional collaboration 
and strengthen bilateral defence ties in the face of 
evolving regional challenges.

Session held on 
competition law  

in digital era
ISLAMABAD: The Competi-
tion Commission of Pakistan 
(CCP), in collaboration with 
the International Islamic Uni-
versity Islamabad (IIUI) on 
Tuesday organized a session 
on “Competition Law in the 
Context of Changing Econom-
ic and Digital Landscape”. The 
session was part of CCP’s on-
going advocacy and outreach 
efforts to raise awareness 
among students, researchers, 
and academia about the signif-
icance of competition law and 
its role in ensuring fair mar-
kets, consumer welfare, and 
economic growth, said a news 
release Representing the CCP, 
Salman Amin, Member CCP, 

led the delegation, accompa-
nied by Marryum Pervaiz, 
Secretary to the Commis-
sion/HOD Advocacy; Maliha 
Qudus, Deputy HOD Cartels 
& Trade Abuse and Noman 
Ahmed, Assistant Director 
Mergers & AcquisitionsFrom 
IIUI, the session was graced 
by Dr. Zia ul Haq, Director 
General IRI and Dean, and Dr. 
H Ghufran Ahmad, Director 
Students Affairs. Speaking on 
the occasion, the CCP officials 
highlighted the evolving chal-
lenges of regulating markets 
in the digital economy, includ-
ing e-commerce, fintech, and 
online platforms. They em-
phasized how competition law 

plays a vital role in preventing 
cartels, monopolistic practic-
es, and deceptive marketing, 
while also ensuring that inno-
vation and investment are not 
stifled. Salman Amin under-
scored that the commission is 
working to create a level playing 
field for businesses in Pakistan, 
adding that awareness among 
young scholars and future pro-
fessionals is key to fostering a 
culture of compliance with com-
petition law.
The faculty members of IIUI 
appreciated CCP’s outreach 
initiative and stressed the 
importance of linking legal 
education with practical reg-
ulatory challenges.—APP

581 feeders restored in flood-hit  
areas: Power Division

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Energy (Power Division) on Tuesday reported significant progress in restoring electricity across 
flood-affected areas of the country, with the majority of damaged grids and feeders now back online.= According to the 
Division’s latest report covering the situation up to September 23, a total of 51 grids and 588 feeders were impacted 
nationwide, out of which 373 feeders have been fully restored while 208 have been partially re-energized.  In Faisalabad 
Electric Supply Company (FESCO) jurisdiction, 28 grid stations and 81 feeders were impacted.  Of these, 63 feeders have 
been fully restored and 18 partially energized, with power supply for 5,066 consumers expected to be completely restored 
by September 24. Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO) faced disruption to 67 feeders, of which 66 are now fully re-
stored and one is partially functional. Power has already been completely restored in the districts of Lahore, Nankana Sa-
hib, Okara and Sheikhupura, while electricity for the remaining 441 consumers is expected to be restored by September 
24. In Multan Electric Power Company (MEPCO) areas, 81 feeders affected. 33 feeders have been fully restored, while 
141 are operational on a partial basis. Full restoration efforts will commence as soon as floodwaters recede in the region. 
The Gujranwala Electric Power Company (GEPCO) reported damage to 11 grid stations and 103 feeders. Out of these, 
102 feeders have been fully restored, while 1 have been partially restored. Power supply for 22 affected consumers will be 
completely restored once the floodwaters recedes. The Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO) made rapid head-
way, restoring 88 affected feeders fully and another 3 partially. Restoration work has been successfully completed in key 
districts, including Swat, Swabi, and Dera Ismail Khan. In Tribal Electric Supply Company (TESCO) areas, particularly in 
North Waziristan and Khyber, 18 feeders were affected. Restoration has been completed on all affected feeders. 
Meanwhile, in Hazara Electric Supply Company’s Mansehra region, all three affected feeders have been fully 
restored. The Sukkur Electric Power Company (SEPCO) has temporarily restored 44 affected feeders in its 
jurisdiction, with permanent restoration expected in the coming days. The Power Division is working tirelessly 
to ensure full restoration as soon as possible to bring relief to all affected areas.—DNA

Rose variety gives 
farmers up to Rs 1.5m 

per acre in profits
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
scientists have developed 
a new rose variety that can 
earn farmers up to Rs1.5 
million per acre annually, 
opening a fresh window 
into the $60 billion global 
floriculture market while 
providing resilience against 
rising temperatures.
The breakthrough variety, 
Rosa Centifolia UAF, has 
been introduced by the 
Institute of Horticultural 
Sciences, University of Ag-
riculture Faisalabad (UAF). 
Researchers say the flow-
er’s unique resilience and 
industrial versatility make 
it a “game-changer” for 
both local farmers and ex-
porters, said a news release 
here on Tuesday.
“A single acre of this varie-
ty, with about 5,000 plants, 
can produce around one 
kilogram of premium-quali-
ty rose oil valued at Rs1.5 
million,” Dr. Iftikhar Ah-
mad, Professor of Floricul-
ture at UAF, told Wealth 
Pakistan. “After deducting 
costs, the net profit comes 

close to Rs740,000 per 
acre per year, making it 
highly lucrative for large-
scale growers.” For farm-
ers unable to invest in oil 
extraction, the variety of-
fers multiple alternatives. 
Selling rose petals alone 
can generate Rs400,000 
per acre in revenue, leaving 
farmers with a net profit 
of about Rs260,000 annu-
ally from the second year 
onwards. Processing the 
flowers into rose water can 
yield 50,000 liters per acre, 
bringing in Rs1.5 million in 
sales and about Rs600,000 
in net profit. Similarly, con-
verting them into rose jam 
(gulqand) can generate 
Rs750,000 in sales per acre, 
with Rs240,000 net profit. 
“These different business 
models allow both small-
scale farmers and industri-
alists to benefit according 
to their investment levels,” 
said Dr. Iftikhar. Unlike the 
traditional Surkha (red) 
rose, which struggles in 
high heat, Rosa Centifolia 
UAF continues to bloom 

even in temperatures above 
40°C, producing fragrant, 
bunch-like flowers through-
out the year. “This is a 
variety built for Pakistan’s 
changing climate,” Dr. If-
tikhar said. “It maintains 
flower size, fragrance, and 
oil quality even under harsh 
conditions.” The rose has a 
lifespan of 12–15 years and 
yields 500–700 flowers per 
plant annually, making it a 
long-term investment crop 
for farmers seeking stable 
income. Globally prized 
products such as rose oil, 
rose water, dried petals, 
and gulqand give the variety 
high export value. The oil’s 
fragrance and purity are 
comparable to the globally 
renowned Rosa Damasce-
na, while its rose water and 
jam quality surpass the Rosa 
chinensis commonly grown 
in Pakistan. With demand 
for natural products growing 
worldwide, Pakistan’s entry 
into the high-value rose oil 
segment could significantly 
boost non-traditional ex-
ports.—DNA

Gillani to 
grace 4th 

PESA awards 
2025

Islamabad: The Pakistan 
Pharmaceutical Manufactur-
ers Association (PPMA) will 
host the 4th Pharma Export 
Summit & Awards (PESA 
2025)  today on September 
24 at Serena Hotel, Islama-
bad, to celebrate excellence 
in pharmaceutical exports 
and compliance with inter-
national benchmarks. The 
awards ceremony, scheduled 
from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM, 
will have Syed Yusuf Raza 
Gillani, Chairman Senate 
of Pakistan, as Chief Guest, 
highlighting the govern-
ment’s commitment to pro-
moting the pharmaceutical 
industry as a key pillar of Pa-
kistan’s economy. He will be 
joined by Mr. Haroon Akhtar 
Khan, Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister (Min-
ister of State), Industries 
& Production Division), as 
Co-Chief Guest. The PESA 
Awards will honour compa-
nies and professionals who 
have significantly contribut-
ed to enhancing Pakistan’s 
export footprint, innovation, 
and quality culture in line 
with global regulatory stand-
ards.—APP

RCCI 
discusses 

tax matters 
of business 
community 
with RTO

RAWALPINDI: A delegation 
of the Rawalpindi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI), led by Acting Pres-
ident Khalid Farooq Qazi, 
held an important meeting 
with Ms. Farhat Qayum, 
Chief Commissioner Inland 
Revenue (RTO) Rawalpindi, 
to discuss matters related 
to tax compliance and trad-
ers’ issues. The Chief Com-
missioner underscored the 
critical importance of timely 
filing of annual income tax 
returns and payment of due 
taxes before the statutory 
deadline of September 30. 
She emphasized that compli-
ance is not only an individual 
responsibility but also a col-
lective duty of the business 
community to strengthen 
the country’s tax culture and 
contribute
to national development.
Acting President Khalid Fa-
rooq Qazi appreciated the 
efforts of the RTO Rawal-
pindi and welcomed the es-
tablishment of a dedicated 
help desk at the RCCI office 
to assist members in filing 
their returns. He assured the 
full cooperation and support 
of the Chamber in creating 
awareness among traders 
and ensuring compliance 
with deadlines.
The Chief Commissioner 
reassured the delegation 
that the department remains 
committed to facilitating 
taxpayers and providing 
all possible guidance to 
make the filing process 
smooth and efficient. She 
urged RCCI to play an ac-
tive role in educating and 
mobilizing its members, 
stressing that timely tax 
payments are essential 
for economic stability and 
growth. The meeting was 
also attended by former 
RCCI Presidents Dr. Shi-
mail Daud and Raja Amer 
Iqbal, members of the ex-
ecutive committee.—APP

Allegations 
against BISP, 

insult to 
poor women: 

Barrister 
SUKKUR:Barrister Arsalan 
Islam Sheikh, Mayor Suk-
kur and Spokesperson for 
the Sindh Government on 
Tuesday has stated that Hafiz 
Naeem-ur- Rehman’s alle-
gations against the Benazir 
Income Support Program 
(BISP) are not only baseless 
and false but also tantamount 
to rubbing salt in the wounds 
of the poor people He em-
phasized that labeling BISP 
as a “fraud” is an insult to 
the millions of mothers and 
sisters who rely on this pro-
gram to light their homes and 
educate their children.  The 
reality is that Hafiz Naeem’s 
issue is not with public ser-
vice but with the name “Be-
nazir”. Barrister Arsalan Is-
lam Sheikh pointed out that 
the funds collected under the 
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Al-Khidmat 
Foundation have always been 
questioned for transparency.  
Collecting donations in the 
name of service and using 
them for political purposes is 
not philanthropy but a betray-
al of public trust.
 Al-Khidmat Foundation has 
never presented an effective 
model for poverty eradication 
or large-scale public welfare 
at the state level.
He added that BISP has been 
a lifeline for flood victims, a 
support for poor women, and 
a beacon of hope for millions 
of families.—APP

Five 
constructions 
demolished, 74 

sealed
LAHORE: The Lahore 
Development Authority 
(LDA) on Tuesday sealed 
another 74 properties dur-
ing its on going operation 
on illegal constructions 
and unauthorized commer-
cial buildings within the 
LDA controlled areas On 
the direction of Director 
General LDA, Tahir Farooq, 
the Town Planning Wing 
carried out actions across 
several localities including 
Sabzazar, Kot Lakhpat, Jo-
har Town, Gulberg, New 
Garden Town, Gulshan 
Ravi, Shadman and Shah Ja-
mal. During the crackdown, 
five illegal structures were 
demolished in Sabzazar and 
Kot Lakhpat areas. Addi-
tionally, 74 properties were 
sealed due to various viola-
tions.—APP
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ITP issues 
strict 01 

Oct. licence 
deadline

ISLAMABAD: As the Islam-
abad Traffic Police (ITP) en-
forces an October 1 deadline 
for all drivers to obtain valid 
driving licences, citizens are 
grappling with overcrowded 
centres, poor facilitation, and 
lack of clear communication—
turning a traffic safety meas-
ure into a logistical night-
mare. The ITP has warned 
of strict punitive action after 
the deadline, but many say 
the hasty and unplanned im-
plementation has left them 
struggling in chaos. An ITP 
official told media on Tues-
day that Chief Traffic Officer 
(CTO) Captain (R) Hamzah 
Humayun directed that un-
licensed drivers would face 
registration of cases, arrest, 
and impoundment of their 
vehicles after October 1. The 
official said the action will 
be applied without discrim-
ination, regardless of social 
or professional background. 
Khuram Shehzad, a govern-
ment employee, told media 
he already has a learner’s 
licence but with the deadline 
approaching he faces hur-
dles. “I cannot get leave from 
office, and on the other hand 
the rush at driving tests is so 
overwhelming that it takes a 
whole day—I have personally 
witnessed it,” he said. An-
other government employ-
ee, David, said he failed one 
of the driving tests because 
of confusion. “My car’s tyre 
touched slightly during the 
manoeuvre. It is good that 
the ITP doesn’t compromise 
on standards, but as employ-
ees, how can we dedicate an 
entire day again and again for 
this?” he remarked.
Raja Tahir Azad, a citizen, 
told media that the number 
of counters at the headquar-
ters was too limited. “We 
can renew our licences at 
facilitation centres, but for 
fresh tests we must visit the 
headquarters, where long 
queues and overcrowding are 
a major issue,” he told media 
Zubair, a WAPDA employee, 
also voiced frustration. “The 
counters are few and the 
rush is unbearable. In the 
heat and confusion, people 
make mistakes—and then 
we are forced to waste 
another full day to repeat 
the process,” he said. Rai 
Shah Nawaz, a student, 
added that ITP facilitation 
van schedules used to be 
available on social media 
and in news updates. “But 
this week there has been 
no information, which cre-
ated extra problems for 
students like me,” he said. 
An ITP official said the po-
lice are continuing to pro-
vide facilities through the 
Faizabad Traffic Office, F-6 
Facilitation Center, and mo-
bile facilitation vans.—APP
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Over 30 dengue 
cases reported in ICT 
during last 24 hours

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The district 
administration of Islama-
bad has intensified its 
dengue control campaign 
as 32 new dengue cases 
were confirmed in the 
federal capital during the 
past 24 hours, while an-
ti-dengue teams carried 
out 2,079 inspections 
across different parts of 
the city.
According to the latest 
dengue surveillance re-
port, out of the newly re-
ported cases, 20 patients 
were identified in rural 
areas and 12 in urban 
localities of Islamabad. 
The administration con-
firmed that surveillance 
teams are actively en-
gaged in both preventive 
measures and enforce-
ment of standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) 
to curb the spread of 

the virus. During field 
inspections, officials con-
ducted larvae sampling 
in various localities. The 
report highlighted that 
26 samples tested posi-
tive, indicating the pres-
ence of dengue larvae, 
while 11 samples were 
found negative. Health 
officials warned that 
such findings reflect ac-
tive breeding sites that 
require immediate atten-
tion and strict monitor-
ing to prevent further 
transmission. In addition 
to inspections, large-
scale anti-dengue oper-
ations were carried out 
in high-risk areas. The 
surveillance report noted 
that fogging was conduct-
ed at 2,162 sites, while 
spraying was carried out 
at 1,661 locations. The 
purpose of these oper-
ations is to eliminate 
mosquito breeding sites 
and reduce the risk of 
further cases. Author-

ities emphasized that 
high-risk zones are being 
prioritized for these pre-
ventive activities, par-
ticularly in areas where 
larvae were detected and 
new patients have been 
reported.
The district administra-
tion also launched en-
forcement actions against 
individuals and premises 
found violating dengue 
SOPs. The report con-
firmed that several loca-
tions were sealed, and 
multiple individuals were 
taken into custody for 
negligence that could po-
tentially contribute to the 
spread of the virus.
Officials explained that 
common violations in-
clude failure to remove 
stagnant water, improper 
waste management, and 
lack of compliance with 
guidelines regarding con-
struction sites and resi-
dential areas.
A spokesperson for the 

district administration 
stated that the anti-den-
gue campaign will contin-
ue without interruption 
until the complete erad-
ication of the virus from 
the capital. The official 
stressed that dengue is a 
recurring seasonal chal-
lenge, and only sustained 
preventive efforts can 
bring long-term control.
The administration has 
also urged residents to 
extend full cooperation 
with inspection teams by 
ensuring cleanliness in 
and around their homes, 
removing standing water, 
and allowing access for 
inspections and spraying 
operations.
Meanwhile, health offi-
cials underlined the im-
portance of community 
participation in the fight 
against dengue. They re-
minded citizens that the 
government alone cannot 
achieve eradication with-
out public support.

Islamabad :The Directorate General of 
Special Education (DGSE), Ministry of 
Federal Education & Professional Train-
ing, hosted a vibrant celebration of the 
International Day of Sign Languages 
(IDSL) at the National Institute of Spe-
cial Education (NISE), H-8/4 Islamabad, 
bringing together Deaf students, educa-
tors, and officials to honor the beauty 
and power of sign language. This year’s 
global theme, “No Human Rights with-
out Sign Language Rights,” set the tone 
for a day dedicated to the recognition of 
sign languages as a fundamental human 
right and a vital medium of inclusion. 
Deaf students from the National Special 
Education Centre for Hearing Impaired 
Children (H-9/4) and the National Tech-
nical Centre for Special Persons (G-9/2) 
proudly showcased their talents and cre-
ativity. College-wing students delivered 
powerful speeches in a thematic sign 
language declamation on the impor-
tance of sign language for an inclusive 
society, inspiring the audience with 

their eloquence and confidence. Stu-
dents prepared posters and presented 
their art and craft exhibits, highlighting 
the cultural richness of Pakistan Sign 
Language (PSL). The acclaimed mov-
ie Iqbal, featuring a Deaf protagonist, 
was screened to encourage students to 
dream big and achieve their aspirations 
truly becoming “star catchers” in life. 
From the national anthem to recitation, 
naat, and all program segments, the 
entire event was conducted exclusively 
in Pakistan Sign Language, demonstrat-
ing its strength as a complete natural 
language. A special video message by 
Mr. Irfan Mumtaz, CEO of the Pakistan 
Association of the Deaf, uplifted partici-
pants with address of encouragement and 
pride in Deaf identity. The celebration 
was graced by Capt. (R) Asif Iqbal Asif, 
Joint Secretary (International Coordina-
tion), Ministry of Federal Education & 
Professional Training / Director General 
Special Education, who commended the 
students’ achievements and reaffirmed 

the Ministry’s commitment to inclusive 
education. Senior Pakistan Sign Language 
Interpreter Ms. Nasreen Agahi also joined 
the celebration, bringing joy to students 
who deeply value her lifelong contribu-
tion to PSL advocacy. Adding to the spirit 
of the day, Muhammad Umair, Waleed, 
and Haroon-ur-Rasheed represented the 
Deaf community to the media, proudly 
sharing their delight in celebrating a day 
that honors their language and identity. 
The event concluded with a cake-cut-
ting ceremony joined by all Directors 
and Officer In-Charges of DGSE, where 
students presented Islamic calligraphy 
artworks to the Director General as a 
token of appreciation for his unwavering 
support and for the Ministry’s ongoing 
revamping initiatives in special educa-
tion across the federal capital.
 In his remarks, the Director General 
credited the Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion & Professional Training for cham-
pioning reforms that empower persons 
with disabilities. 

DGSE celebrates Int’l 
day of sign languages 
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Seafood exports grow 32.05%   
in two months

ISLAMABAD: Seafood exports from 
the country during the first two 
months of the current financial year 
grew by 32.05 percent as compared to 
the exports of the corresponding peri-
od of the last year, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics reported. During the period 
from July-August 2025, over 22,434 
metric tons of fish and fish prepara-
tions worth $46.356 million were ex-
ported as compared to the exports of 
17,363 metric tons valued at $35.105 
million of the same period of the last 
year, it added. On year-on-year basis, 
seafood exports during August 2025 
grew by 47.79 percent, as the country 
exported 10,696 metric tons worth 
$23.909 million as compared to the 

exports of 7,650 metric tons valued 
at $16.178 million in August 2024, the 
data revealed.
On month-on-month basis, seafood 
exports in August 2025 increased by 
6.51 percent as against July 2025, 
when 11,738 metric tons of fish and 
fish preparations worth $22.448 mil-
lion were exported, it added.Mean-
while, the food group exports from 
the country during the period under 
review decreased by 23.46 percent as 
compared to the exports of the same 
period of the last year. Food commod-
ities worth $774.557 million were 
exported during July-August 2025 as 
compared to exports of $1.011 billion 
of the same period of the last year. It 

is pertinent to mention here that the 
overall exports from the country wit-
nessed an increase of 0.65 percent 
during the first two months of the 
current fiscal year as compared to the 
corresponding month of last year. 
The exports in July-August (FY2025-
26) were recorded at $5.102 billion as 
compared to the exports of $5.069 bil-
lion in July-August (FY2024-25). The 
imports during July-August 2025 also 
increased by 14.53 percent and were 
recorded at $11.144 billion against 
the imports of $9.730 billion last year.  
Based on the figures, the trade deficit 
increased by 29.63 percent by going 
up from $4.661 billion last year July to 
$6.042 billion, this year. —APP

September
Sept01/Libya

Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept16/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Sept16/Mexico
National Day

Sept16/Papua New 
Guinea

Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi Arabia
National Day

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan Akamatsu Shuichi cutting the ribbon to inaugurate the exhibition “Remains of Ruins” showcasing sculptures, 
paintings, and ceramic works at Sir Syed Art Gallery.

FGEHA okays 
Margalla Orchard 

Park Road 
Housing Scheme

ISLAMABAD: Federal Government Employees 
Housing Authority (FGEHA) has formally ap-
proved the development of the Margalla Orchard 
Park Road Housing Scheme during its 43rd Ex-
ecutive Board meeting, held at the Ministr y of 
Housing & Works. According to a press release 
issued Tuesday, the Board sanctioned the tripar-
tite development agreement for the project—a 
collaborative venture between FGEHA, Defence 
Housing Authority (DHA), and the Supreme Court 
Bar Association. In this regard, a formal signing 
ceremony of the development agreement between 
FGEHA, DHA, and the Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation will  be held on September 26. The agree-
ment has also been duly vetted and conf irmed by 
the Ministr y of Law. After the signing, develop-
ment work on the project will  formally commence 
at an accelerated pace, ensuring its timely com-
pletion. Under this project, FGEHA will  provide 
its esteemed allottees with a modern, world-class 
residential environment, equipped with all  neces-
sary facil ities. In addition, space has been allocat-
ed for commercial areas, parks, educational insti -
tutions, mosques, and other public amenities. On 
this occasion, Director General FGEHA, Captain 
(R) Zafar Iqbal, congratulated all  allottees and 
reiterated that the rights of federal employees 
who have already been allotted plots remain fully 
protected.  He reaf f irmed the Authority’s resolve 
to overcome past challenges and to continue its 
journey towards transparent and ef f icient ser-
vice delivery. He further emphasized that serving 
members and providing qualit y residential facil i -
t ies will  remain the foremost priority.—APP 
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change and Environmental 
Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik, 
met with United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and Humanitarian Coor-
dinator in Pakistan, Mohamed Yahya, 
to discuss ongoing and future climate 
change initiatives in the country Dur-
ing the meeting, Yahya highlighted 
that 24 UN agencies are currently 
active in Pakistan, focusing on sup-
porting development, resilience, and 
climate action. “The United Nations 
remains committed to working close-
ly with Pakistan to advance environ-
mental sustainability and resilience,” 
he said. The discussions focused on 
large-scale UN programs in Pakistan, 
covering their scope, implementa-

tion strategies, and potential im-
pact. Both parties explored ways 

to enhance cooperation in climate 
adaptation, mitigation, and sustain-

able development, aiming for tangi-
ble benefits for communities most 
vulnerable to climate change. Dr. 
Malik appreciated the UN’s ongoing 
support, emphasizing the govern-
ment’s determination to strength-
en collaborative frameworks. “We 
are committed to ensuring that our 
joint efforts translate into mean-
ingful outcomes for those most 
affected by climate challenges,” he 
said. Dr. Musadik Malik appreciat-
ed the UN’s sustained partnership 
and underscored the Government’s 
determination to strengthen col-
laborative frameworks that ensure 
tangible outcomes for communities 
most vulnerable to the impacts of 
climate change.—DNA

Pak, UN strengthen collaboration 
on climate change initiatives

Dr. Musadik Malik, UN coordinator discuss climate action, strengthen partnership 
for sustainable development and resilience in Pakistan

Briefs
Chinese EV 

unit expands 
footprint in 

Pakistan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jiangling 
Group Electric Vehicle 
(JMEV) is strengthening its 
collaboration with its Paki-
stani partner, Capital Smart 
Motors (CSM), by advanc-
ing localized production and 
upgrading its retail network. 
This move reflects the Chi-
nese automaker’s accelerat-
ed expansion into right-hand-
drive markets, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Tuesday. The 
two companies recently held 
talks in Pakistan to discuss 
KD (knock-down) assembly 
plans and market-specific 
product adaptations, ac-
cording to a statement from 
JMEV’s overseas division.  
Both parties engaged in prac-
tical discussions on market 
expansion, product localiza-
tion, technical cooperation, 
and production capacity col-
laboration, marking a new 
phase of industrial synergy 
and mutual benefit in the 
new energy vehicle sector. 
JMEV’s Deputy General 
Manager of Overseas Busi-
ness, Wu Jianbo, stated that 
the company plans to intro-
duce several new models tai-
lored to Pakistani consumers, 
including the budget-friendly 
EV2 PLUS+, the compact 
EV3 PLUS, and the perfor-
mance- and space-oriented 
ELIGHT 05S.  “Our strategy 
is not just to export cars, but 
to build a sustainable ecosys-
tem with local partners,” Wu 
noted during the visit. The 
company’s flagship right-
hand-drive model,  ELIGHT, 
has become a cornerstone 
of its overseas strategy. “De-
veloped based on Jiangling’s 
78 years of automotive man-
ufacturing experience, the 
vehicle meets EU safety 
standards, and its battery 
system is optimized for trop-
ical climates to ensure stabil-
ity in high-temperature and 
high-humidity conditions,” 
Wu said.
  ELIGHT excels in spacious-
ness, range, and intelligent 
features, featuring a wheel-
base of 2,750 mm. Powered 
by a 56.3 kWh battery and a 
165 kW (221 HP) motor, it 
offers an NEDC-rated range 
of 500 kilometers. The ve-
hicle supports three driving 
modes—Eco, Normal, and 
Sport—allowing users to 
adjust performance,” Wu 
added.  Overseas sales have 
become a bright spot for 
JMEV.—APP

Secretary info, 
PIO extend 
condolences

ISLAMABAD: Federal Sec-
retary Information and 
Broadcasting Ambreen Jan 
and Principal Information 
Officer ( PIO) Mobashir 
Hassan on Tuesday ex-
pressed deep grief over 
the death of senior jour-
nalist Mazhar Iqbal in a 
road accident. The federal 
secretary information and 
PIO extended heartfelt con-
dolences and sympathy to 
the family of the deceased. 
Mazhar Iqbal was a princi-
pled, courageous and ex-
perienced journalist who 
always promoted journal-
istic values, Ambreen Jan 
remarked.  Mobashir Has-
san said that Mazhar Iqbal 
was a reliable reference in 
the field of journalism. With 
his death, the media indus-
try has lost an experienced 
and dignified personality. 
Ambreen Jan and Mobashir 
Hassan prayed to Allah Al-
mighty to rest the departed 
soul in eternal peace and 
grant courage to the be-
reaved family to bear this 
loss with fortitude. – APP

Tarar grieved 
over death of

senior 
journalist 

Mazhar Iqbal
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar on 
Tuesday expressed deep grief 
and sorrow over the death 
of senior journalist Mazhar 
Iqbal in a road accident. In 
his condolence message, the 
information minister extend-
ed his heartfelt condolences 
and sympathy to the family 
of the deceased. Lauding the 
services of Mazhar Iqbal, he 
said the deceased had played 
a prominent role in promot-
ing freedom of the press and 
democratic values. Mazhar 
Iqbal was known as a journalist 
who never compromised on 
the standards and principles 
of journalism, Attaullah Tarar 
maintained. The minister said 
the vacuum created in the 
journalism sector by the death 
of Mazhar Iqbal will not be 
filled for a long time. Attaullah 
Tarar prayed to Allah Almighty 
to rest the departed soul in eter-
nal peace and grant courage to 
the bereaved family to bear this 
loss with fortitude.—APP

Pakistan, 
Bahrain reaffirm 
commitment to 
strengthen coop

DNA
ISLAMABAD: National As-
sembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq and King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain, dur-
ing their meeting at Al-Safriya 
Palace on Tuesday, under-
scored the spirit of cordiality 
and brotherhood that reflects 
the enduring friendship and 
historical ties between Paki-
stan and Bahrain. During the 
meeting, Speaker Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq conveyed warm greet-
ings and messages of goodwill 
on behalf of the President of 
Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari, and 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Mian  Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif.  The leadership of Pa-
kistan expressed their wishes 
for the continued prosperity 
and development of Bahrain. 
King Hamad graciously ac-
knowledged these sentiments, 
extended his best wishes for 
the leadership of Pakistan, and 
prayed for the progress and 
well-being of the Pakistani peo-
ple. The two leaders held an 
extensive exchange of views 
on important regional and in-
ternational issues of mutual 
concern.  They emphasized 
the importance of peace, sta-
bility, and cooperation in the 
region, with Speaker Ayaz 
Sadiq reiterating Pakistan’s 
principled stance on the peace-
ful resolution of the long-stand-
ing disputes of Palestine and 
Kashmir.  He strongly con-
demned the ongoing atrocities 
in Kashmir and Palestine and 
reaffirmed that sustainable 
peace in the region can only 
be achieved through just and 
lasting settlements of these 
disputes.

Ahsan Bakhtawari greets 
newly-elected ICCI President

DNA

Islamabad : Patron-in-Chief of the Azer-
baijan-Pakistan Joint Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and member of the 
Central Core Committee of UBG, Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari, along with a large delega-
tion, congratulated the newly elected Pres-
ident of Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI), Sardar Tahir Mehmood, 
Senior Vice President Tahir Ayub, and Vice 
President Chaudhry Irfan Gujar. The grace-
ful congratulatory ceremony was attended by 
a large number of office bearers of different 
chambers, presidents of markets, and prom-
inent members of the business community. 
Addressing the gathering, ICCI President 
Sardar Tahir Mehmood thanked former ICCI 
President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari and all ac-
companying dignitaries, stating that as Pres-
ident, he would continue the policies of his 
brother, former ICCI President Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, and that resolving business 
community issues would be his top priori-
ty. He said traders mostly deal with CDA, 
therefore demanded that the ICCI Presi-
dent should be given representation on the 
CDA Board. He assured that he would raise 
the voice for the community at every level 
and added that he was fully aware of their 
challenges. “If I fail to fulfill the right of rep-
resenting my community, I will step down 
and go home, but I will never show weak-
ness,” he declared. He further said that 
trade leaders understand the problems of 
their fraternity, and becoming a source of 
hope for people is a blessing of Allah. “The 
coming year, Insha’Allah, will be exempla-
ry,” he added. He said just as Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari’s two-year tenure is being re-
membered with good words, their term too 
will be exemplary. Successful businessmen 
are the real custodians of the nation, as 
those who can run businesses successfully 
can also run the country efficiently. “This 
is a powerful platform, and we need to show 
others its importance. After the AGM on 

September 24, I will share our annual plan 
in a press conference and then ensure its 
implementation,” he said. Congratulating the 
newly elected President and his team, Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari said that their year will be 
exemplary. “I always told those who praised 
me that Sardar Tahir will deliver even better 
than me. We are available 24/7 for your help 
and support,” he said. He added that whatev-
er he learned from the ICCI presidency will 
be shared with them so they can perform 
even better. “The entire business communi-
ty has great expectations from you to solve 
their problems,” he remarked. He empha-
sized that tax issues, CDA matters, and gov-
ernment policies pose major challenges, 
which must be faced collectively as a team. 
He called upon the Executive Committee 
to fully support the new President, saying 
the Chamber has reached this level due to 
the efforts of all presidents. “Sardar Tahir 
Mehmood’s presence has made this a peo-
ple’s chamber; his open-door policy is his 
real success,” he noted. He also stressed 
the need to strengthen linkages with the 
Women Chamber of Commerce and Small 

Chamber so that issues of the business 
community are resolved at all levels. “In 
the face of current economic challenges, 
the business community is the backbone 
of Pakistan’s economy, and the new lead-
ership carries a huge responsibility,” he 
concluded.  President of Islamabad Cham-
ber of Small Traders and Small Industry, 
Owais Satti, also assured full support to the 
new leadership, highlighting that traders 
in Islamabad face difficulties mainly due to 
complexities in the tax system, rising utili-
ty costs, and lack of policy continuity. He 
stressed the need to maintain close liaison 
with the government to improve the busi-
ness environment and provide real relief to 
traders. “The Chamber should be made an 
institution that is not just symbolic but tru-
ly becomes the voice of traders,” he said. 
ICCI Senior Vice President Tahir Ayub said 
he believes in teamwork and consultation, 
and the new team will make collective ef-
forts to resolve business community is-
sues. He particularly emphasized policy 
support for SMEs, calling them the back-
bone of Pakistan’s economy.  ICCI Vice 

President Chaudhry Muhammad Irfan 
thanked Ahsan Bakhtawari and all those 
who joined them for congratulations, say-
ing their target is to make ICCI a strong 
institution that plays an active role in poli-
cymaking. Those who accompanied Ahsan 
Bakhtawari for congratulations included: 
Jinnah Super Market President Asad Aziz, 
General Secretary Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, 
I-8 Markaz President Waheed Cheema, 
Blue Area President Yusuf Rajput, Bhara 
Kahu President Raja Zahid Dhinial, G-11 
President Naeem Akhtar Awan, D-12 Presi-
dent Zargham Shah, E-11 former President 
Zahir Abbasi, Aabpara Market General 
Secretary Akhtar Abbasi, I&T Center G-10 
President Chaudhry Zafar, ICCI Executive 
Members Ruheel Anwar Butt, Malik Mo-
hsin Khalid, Zulqarnain Abbasi, Ishaq Siyal, 
Naveed Satti, Aftab Gujar, Umer Khayyam 
Abbasi, Aziz Malik, Shumaila Siddiqui, Fa-
tima Azeem, Sadaf Abbasi, Chaudhry Amir 
Hamza, Faizan Shehzad, Owais Khokhar, 
Chaudhry Abdul Rauf, Naveed Malik, Ash-
faq Chatha, Rana Qaiser, Zahid Rafiq, and 
many other distinguished personalities.

China reports historic 
achievements in women’s 

uplift in new era
ISLAMABAD: China has made historic strides in pro-
moting gender equality and ensuring the all-round 
development of women, with officials highlighting the 
progress as a defining feature of the country’s modern-
ization in the new era.  A white paper released by the 
State Council Information Office outlines the philoso-
phy, principles, and policies that have transformed the 
status of Chinese women and reinforced the country’s 
global role in advancing gender equality. The report 
credited the Communist Party of China (CPC) and 

President Xi Jinping’s leadership for placing women’s 
empowerment at the heart of national rejuvenation.  
Since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, gender 
equality has been integrated into the “Two Cente-
nary Goals”—building a moderately prosperous socie-
ty and realizing national rejuvenation.   Officials said 
this vision has created opportunities unprecedented 
in China’s history for women to realize their poten-
tial and contribute to national progress. 
Chinese women have made remarkable gains in edu-
cation, with female students now accounting for more 
than half of all university enrolments nationwide.  This 
achievement has translated into stronger representa-
tion in the workforce, particularly in science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields, where 
women are playing an increasingly visible role. – app

National day of Saudi 
Arabia celebrated

DNA

Islamabad: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani joined 
Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki at the 
Jinnah Convention Center, Islamabad, to celebrate the 95th Na-
tional Day of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The highlight of the 
ceremony was the traditional cake-cutting, symbolizing the en-
during friendship between the two brotherly nations. Speaking 
on the occasion, Chairman Senate Gilani lauded Saudi Arabia’s 
remarkable progress under its Vision 2030 and reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment to strengthening ties with the King-
dom in all fields, including trade, investment, and cultural 
exchange. Ambassador Al-Malki, in turn, emphasized the 
depth of the Pakistan-Saudi partnership, calling it a relation-
ship rooted in shared faith, history, and mutual respect.
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enjoy excellent relations, often 

described as “strategic, fraternal, and time-tested.” The re-
cent signing of a comprehensive defence pact between the 
two countries has further cemented this bond, reflecting 
the trust and confidence both nations place in each other. 
The agreement is expected to enhance cooperation in 
defence production, training, intelligence-sharing, and 
joint military exercises, underscoring the closeness of 
bilateral relations. The event was attended by members 
of the diplomatic corps, senior government officials, and 
representatives from civil society. 
The celebration not only marked Saudi Arabia’s national 
pride but also highlighted the special place the Kingdom 
holds in Pakistan’s foreign policy framework. Observers 
note that at a time of shifting regional dynamics, the Pa-
kistan-Saudi alliance remains a cornerstone of peace and 
stability in the Muslim world, with both countries pledging 
to work together for regional security and prosperity.

Major expansion 
planned at 

 Port Qasim
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Mu-
hammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has announced a series 
of major initiatives aimed at boosting cement and clinker 
exports by enhancing port infrastructure and operational 
capacity, with a particular focus on Port Qasim.
Chairing a meeting, he said a sub-committee representing 
all major ports, headed by the Port Qasim Authority, Rear 
Admiral Syed Moazzam Ilyas, has finalized key recommen-
dations to accelerate export capabilities.
The minister underscored the urgent need to expedite the 
construction of two additional multi-purpose berths at Port 
Qasim, which will significantly increase the port’s capacity 
to handle export cargo more efficiently.
To support export logistics, plans are also underway to 
build an additional storage facility at Port Qasim with a ca-
pacity of 30,000 metric tons. The project is expected to 
begin by the end of 2025 after completing necessary for-
malities, he added.
The minister further announced that permanent repair 
work on the existing storage infrastructure will be un-
dertaken, with completion targeted within 4-5 months 
by December 2025 to ensure seamless export oper-
ations. In a significant development, the Port Qasim 
Authority will collaborate with the All Pakistan Cement 
Manufacturers Association (APCMA) for the potential 
use of the currently underutilized Sahiwal berth for 
clinker exports. These measures form part of a broader 
government strategy to strengthen the maritime sector 
and enhance the export competitiveness, particularly in 
cement and clinker, contributing to economic growth 
and trade development, the minister stated.—APP
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Poverty in Pakistan – 
a Nation left behind

Negligence and fee hike 
render Naseer Bunda Hockey 
Ground practically uselessT HE latest report by the World Bank has delivered a sobering reality check 

for Pakistan. According to its findings, poverty in the country has surged 
by 7 percent, pushing the overall poverty rate to around 26 percent. This reve-
lation should have shaken the conscience of policymakers, yet the silence and 
complacency surrounding the issue are deafening. What makes the situation 
worse is the World Bank’s observation that no comprehensive household sur-
vey has been conducted in Pakistan for the past three years. Without reliable 
data, even the grim figure of 26 percent may understate the true scale of hu-
man suffering across the country. This rise in poverty is especially tragic given 
that the present government has repeatedly portrayed itself as “poor-friendly.” 
Lofty slogans of social justice, subsidies for the marginalized, and promises 
of inclusive growth have proven hollow. The bitter truth is that poverty is not 
only rising—it is becoming entrenched. Millions of families lack access to basic 
amenities such as clean drinking water, healthcare, education, and affordable 
housing. For the poor, daily survival itself has become a battle.
The contrast between the elite and the ordinary citizen has never been starker. 
While a small, privileged class enjoys lavish lifestyles—driving imported cars, holding 
extravagant events, and siphoning resources through corruption—the masses are 
left with little more than despair. This glaring inequality is not merely an economic 
issue but a moral crisis, eating away at the very fabric of our society. It breeds 
resentment, weakens social cohesion, and threatens the stability of the state itself.
Corruption lies at the heart of this malaise. When public resources meant for 
schools, hospitals, and social safety nets are diverted into private pockets, the 
poor are effectively told that their lives do not matter. The message is clear: if 
you are wealthy, the system serves you; if you are poor, you have no rights. Such 
a system cannot sustain itself. No nation can progress when nearly one-third of 
its population is trapped in poverty, robbed of opportunities, and denied dignity.
What is most alarming is the absence of urgency in addressing the crisis. Pov-
erty alleviation requires more than token subsidies or temporary relief packag-
es. It demands structural reforms: an overhaul of governance, a crackdown on 
corruption, investment in education and healthcare, and policies that generate 
jobs rather than mere rhetoric. Equally important is the need for credible data 
collection. Without accurate statistics, policymaking becomes guesswork—and 
guesswork has already cost this country dearly. Pakistan stands at a crossroads. 
If the present trajectory continues—where corruption flourishes, inequality wid-
ens, and poverty deepens—the future will be one of perpetual economic stagna-
tion and social unrest. But if leaders muster the will to act, prioritizing the wel-
fare of the people over the comforts of the elite, there is still hope. The choice is 
stark, and the time is running out. Poverty is not just an economic indicator—it 
is a national emergency. Unless confronted with honesty and determination, it 
will condemn millions more Pakistanis to lives of hardship and hopelessness, 
while the dream of a prosperous Pakistan remains out of reach.

T HE once-vibrant Naseer Bunda Hockey Ground in Islamabad lies in a state of 
disrepair, a stark reminder of the Pakistan Sports Board’s (PSB) negligence 

and poor administrative decisions. A place that once echoed with the rhythm of 
hockey sticks and the dreams of young athletes now wears a deserted look. The 
reasons are many, but the most glaring is the sharp increase in ground usage fees 
that has effectively priced out local clubs and athletes. In recent months, the PSB 
raised the ground usage fee by nearly 300 percent, a move that has shocked and 
disappointed the local hockey community. What was once an affordable space 
for budding players and clubs to train has now become inaccessible to most due 
to the exorbitant charges. With no teams or clubs able to afford the revised fee, 
the ground sees little to no activity — leading to rapid wear and tear of the turf, 
unmaintained facilities, and a visible decline in its overall condition.
Reports suggest that washrooms are in a filthy condition, water pumps are out 
of order, and general maintenance is non-existent. The very turf that was sup-
posed to be preserved through better financial planning is now deteriorating 
faster due to non-usage and lack of upkeep. Ironically, the PSB’s decision to 
increase revenue through the hike has likely backfired, as the absence of book-
ings means less revenue instead of more. One wonders whether anyone at PSB 
has formally assessed the revenue trends before and after the price hike — a 
basic step in policy-making. It appears not. Despite repeated appeals and 
written requests by local clubs to reconsider the revised fees or to offer con-
cessions for student and grassroots teams, both the Pakistan Sports Board 
and the Ministry of Inter-Provincial Coordination have remained unmoved. 
Their inaction signals not only indifference but also a disturbing disconnect 
from ground realities and the needs of the hockey community.
Pakistan’s national sport has long been in decline, and missteps like these 
only further alienate young players from pursuing hockey professionally. Na-
seer Bunda Hockey Ground was meant to be a cradle of talent, nurturing the 
next generation of national players. Instead, it now symbolizes the decay of 
the sport itself. There is a pressing need for introspection at the PSB and 
the ministry level. If the goal is to promote sports, particularly hockey, then 
facilities must be made affordable, accessible, and maintained to a standard 
that encourages participation. Charging steep fees while failing to provide 
basic amenities is a disservice not only to the sport but also to the nation’s 
youth. Until the authorities take corrective action — including revisiting the 
fee structure, restoring basic facilities, and consulting with stakeholders — the 
future of hockey in Islamabad, and by extension in Pakistan, remains bleak. 
It’s time for decision-makers to ask the tough questions: Is this revenue model 
working? Is it serving the goals of sports development? If the answers are 
negative, as they appear to be, then bold corrections must follow — and fast.
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Self Checkout; Journey into Heart of US Society

Never Entrust Your Defense to Others

Qamar Bashir

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

T HE American economy is again showing 
signs of vitality. With the Federal Reserve 
cutting interest rates, the hope of lower 

borrowing costs has sparked renewed optimism in 
trade, investment, and employment. Markets are 
responding with resilience, businesses are regain-
ing confidence, and households are cautiously op-
timistic about relief from inflation. Yet behind the 
statistics, the true pulse of the nation is best felt 
not in the halls of power, but in the daily interac-
tions between ordinary citizens. For a newcomer, 
one of the richest ways to understand America 
is not only through its politics and headlines but 
through working shoulder to shoulder with its peo-
ple, in their neighborhoods and workplaces. My 
journey since migrating in September 2024 has 
been exactly that—a yearlong immersion into the 
everyday life of the United States.
My introduction came swiftly through politics. 
Soon after arrival, I was hired by Working Amer-
ica, a grassroots canvassing arm of the AFL-CIO, 
tasked with door-to-door outreach. The mission 
was ambitious: convince voters in Michigan, a 
critical swing state, to support Vice President 
Kamala Harris and Senate nominee Alyssa Slot-
kin. The campaign invested heavily—over 400 
workers were hired at competitive wages, mobi-
lized to tilt the state blue. Yet, despite the effort, 
Harris and Slotkin both lost resoundingly, while 
Donald Trump’s message resonated strongly with 
voters. That experience of knocking on doors and 
engaging in candid conversations with American 
families was invaluable. I learned firsthand that 
the economy outweighed all other concerns for 
most households. Voters were blunt, pragmatic, 
and deeply invested in their livelihoods.
From politics, my path shifted to commerce 
when I joined Home Depot, one of the largest 
consumer hardware chains in the world. With 
over 2,300 stores across the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico, Home Depot is more than 
a retailer—it is a cultural institution. Its aisles 
of lumber, hardware, gardening supplies, and 
household goods are where America’s do-it-
yourself ethos thrives. Over the course of a 
year, I interacted with more than 10,000 cus-
tomers, an experience that revealed the di-
versity of American society, from the elderly 
woman lifting 50-pound bags of mulch on her 
own to immigrant laborers purchasing tools to 
build a future in their adopted land.
My colleagues reflected the same diversity. Many 
were students in their twenties, eager to earn mon-

ey while completing their education. Others were 
retirees, working to stay active and engaged. Su-
pervisors were consistently encouraging, patient, 
and generous with their knowledge, creating a 
work environment built on cooperation and mutu-
al respect. The culture of sharing—skills, stories, 
and even personal aspirations—was profoundly en-
riching. These interactions created a microcosm of 
America itself: multigenerational, multiethnic, and 
bound together by a shared pursuit of opportunity.
Among customers, patterns emerged. The major-
ity were middle-aged or elderly white Americans, 
often shopping as families. I witnessed countless 
examples of parents supporting their adult chil-
dren in building or renovating homes—contributing 
not just financially but with their own expertise 
and labor. These acts of solidarity underscored a 
family-centric ethos, where generations stand be-
hind one another in pursuit of stability and growth. 
Elderly women, in particular, impressed me with 
their resilience, unflinchingly hauling heavy bags of 
soil and fertilizer, embodying a spirit of independ-
ence that refused to yield to age.
Alongside them were immigrants from Ukraine, 
Poland, France, the Middle East, and Asia. Many 
were cautious with credit card transactions, dou-
ble-checking details to protect themselves from 
fraud. South Asians, particularly Indians and Pa-
kistanis, were polite, efficient, and meticulous in 
their purchases, often focused on home painting, 
plumbing, or gardening. East Asians—Chinese, 
Koreans, Vietnamese—approached shopping with 
equal caution, reflecting cultural habits of vig-
ilance. Latino customers, frequently laborers, 
arrived in groups, often with limited English but 
remarkable resourcefulness, buying tools and ma-
terials for construction and repair work.
African American customers, too, left strong im-
pressions. Many carried themselves with confi-
dence and self-reliance, often declining assistance 
from associates. While some interactions required 
careful navigation, the majority revealed a pride 
in independence and a determination to manage 
their affairs on their own terms. Meanwhile, white 
Americans stood out for their openness and gener-
osity, often splitting household expenses equitably 
between spouses, and approaching associates with 
courtesy and ease. Young white couples shopping 
with children brought life and laughter to the store 
aisles, their children’s golden hair and innocent 
chatter a reminder of the vitality of family life.
Religion, too, surfaced in subtle ways. Conver-
sations revealed that many Americans are deep-

ly Christian, with regular Bible reading shaping 
their worldview. When I explained Islam’s re-
spect for Jesus and Mary, and the Quran’s insist-
ence on reverence for previous prophets, several 
were surprised and intrigued. For many, this was 
their first time hearing of the similarities be-
tween Islam and Christianity. These dialogues, 
though small, were powerful in bridging under-
standing and dispelling misconceptions.
Through these experiences, I came to appreciate 
the dual fabric of American life: the resilience and 
industriousness of ordinary people, and the larger 
political and economic forces shaping their choic-
es. On one hand, Trump’s “America First” agenda 
resonates strongly, promising to curb illegal immi-
gration, reduce homelessness, combat gangs, and 
restore national pride. On the other, skepticism ex-
ists—rising costs of essentials frustrate households, 
even those who support the administration. Yet, 
optimism endures, rooted in the belief that once 
policies mature, they will deliver tangible benefits.
What struck me most was the balance between 
leadership and people. Politicians and policymak-
ers set the stage, but it is in the hands of ordinary 
Americans—lifting heavy bags of fertilizer, saving 
meticulously for home repairs, canvassing neigh-
borhoods, or splitting bills at the checkout—that 
the nation’s resilience resides.
One year after arriving in the United States, I feel 
enriched not just by professional experiences but 
by a deeper understanding of the American char-
acter. From politics to retail, from elderly garden-
ers to immigrant laborers, from religious dialogues 
to economic frustrations, I have seen America up 
close. And what I have found is a society marked 
by hard work, generosity, independence, and a cau-
tious but enduring hope for a better tomorrow.
For me, this is the true greatness of America: 
not only in its vast economy or global influence, 
but in the everyday dignity of its people. Their 
struggles and triumphs, their resilience and 
openness, their ability to debate leadership yet 
unite in family and community—these are what 
sustain the nation. As America moves forward 
under shifting political winds and evolving eco-
nomic realities, it is this spirit of ordinary people 
that will continue to make it great.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attache to Malaysia 

Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan, USA

W HEN Israel rained fire upon Qatar, the world 
looked not only at the skies but also toward 
the ground; toward the vast American base 

at Al-Udeid, the largest U.S. military installation in 
the Middle East, a fortress built with Arab wealth 
and housing nearly 10,000 troops, equipped with the 
most advanced aircraft and weapons of war. This base, 
long hailed as Qatar’s ultimate security guarantee, 
stood motionless. Neither its jets took flight nor its 
soldiers moved. The defense purchased at such enor-
mous cost evaporated into thin air when it was most 
needed. What unfolded was not an accident or lapse, 
but a deliberate silence. For the rulers of the Muslim 
world and for the Ummah at large, the lesson is clear 
— never entrust your defense to others, for when 
the decisive hour arrives, they will not fulfill the 
responsibility they were given. Allah Almighty has 
already warned the believers: “O you who believe! 
Do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies. 
They are [in fact] allies of one another. And whoev-
er is an ally to them among you—then indeed, he is 
[one] of them.” (Surah Al-Ma’idah, 5:51).
Consider the numbers. Ten thousand American 
troops are permanently stationed in Qatar, their sal-
aries, food, accommodation, and weaponry financed 
not by Washington but by Doha. Year after year, bil-
lions are spent to sustain this foreign army, an army 
that, when tested, offered nothing but silence. The 
same story repeats across the Arab world. In Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and the Emirates, tens of thou-
sands of U.S. troops are stationed — estimates range 
from 40,000 to 50,000 — all at the expense of their 
Arab hosts. These nations, which should have built 
their own strength, are instead drained by the cost of 
sustaining a garrison loyal only to its benefactor. What 
defense did this mercenary force provide when Israel 
struck Qatar? None. Not a single aircraft scrambled, 
not a single missile intercepted. Bases once portrayed 
as fortresses turned out to be silent monuments to 

wasted wealth. History is full of such betrayals. Those 
who entrusted their sovereignty to outsiders always 
found themselves abandoned.
The Prophet Muhammad said: “Do not seek light from 
the fire of the polytheists.” (Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 
2346). How piercingly this applies today, when Mus-
lim rulers sought protection from foreign powers only 
to be consumed by the very fire they thought would 
give them light. The Arab rulers who sought safety in 
American protection must face a bitter truth; Wash-
ington’s first loyalty has never been to them. Its un-
wavering bond is with Israel. The episode in Qatar has 
exposed this reality before the world. U.S. bases are 
not guardians of Arab security; they are instruments 
of American policy. And when that policy dictates si-
lence in the face of Israeli aggression, silence is what 
follows — no matter how many billions have been paid 
or how many promises were made.
As we know, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) is a political and military alliance of 32 coun-
tries from North America and Europe. Its enduring 
role is to guarantee the freedom and security of its 
members through political and military means. If 
NATO could work for Europe and North America, why 
should there not be a similar Muslim alliance, root-
ed in the strength of the Arab world, Pakistan, Iran, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysia, and other like-minded 
nations, to safeguard the Ummah?
Such an alliance could emerge under different 
banners, such as MATO – Muslim Alliance Trea-
ty Organization, IMDO – Islamic Military Defense 
Organization, MDSA – Muslim Defense & Security 
Alliance, or OISA – Organization of Islamic States 
for Alliance. Whatever the title, the essence would 
remain the same: an organization built upon collec-
tive will, collective security, and collective dignity, 
rather than dependence on hired guardians.
The Ummah must now ask itself: how long will its rul-
ers pour the wealth of their nations into sustaining 

foreign armies that will never defend them? How long 
will Muslim lands serve as hosts for garrisons that 
eat from their tables yet defend another’s flag? How 
long will the treasuries of the faithful be emptied to 
purchase illusions of security?
The Qur’an declares:
“And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers 
a way [of triumph] over the believers.” (Surah 
An-Nisa, 4:141).
Yet, when believers themselves surrender their 
authority and invite outsiders to control their 
defense, they open the door to humiliation with 
their own hands.
The Middle East is home to hundreds of millions 
of people, with resources among the richest in the 
world. Their strength, if united, could be formida-
ble. Yet they have been persuaded to depend on out-
siders, to contract out their survival, to believe that 
mercenaries can guard honor. The attack on Qatar 
should serve as the final awakening.
The truth is undeniable. No nation can buy its de-
fense. No sovereignty can be preserved through out-
sourcing. Security must be forged by one’s own hand, 
and dignity must be defended with one’s own blood. 
To rely on others is to invite betrayal, and to finance 
one’s betrayer is to commit the gravest folly. The rul-
ers of the Muslim world must now look into the mirror 
of Qatar’s ordeal and ask; will they continue to hire 
protection from those who stand with Israel, or will 
they build strength within their own people and ar-
mies? The choice is theirs, but history will not forgive 
negligence. For nations that fail to defend themselves 
are not only defeated; they are erased. 
The betrayal of Qatar should resound in every palace 
and every parliament of the Muslim world. Let it not 
be forgotten. Let it not be excused. Let it awaken the 
Ummah to the truth long denied; reliance on foreign 
guardians is a road to humiliation, while reliance on 
one’s own strength is the only path to survival.
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too, left strong impressions. 
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are spent to sustain this 
foreign army, an army 

that, when tested, offered 
nothing but silence. 
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across the Arab world
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LAHORE : A media briefing for 
4th Chief of the Naval Staff All 
Pakistan Hockey Tournament 
2025 was held in Lahore. Com-
mander Central Punjab, Rear 
Admiral Sohail Ahmad Azmie, 
shared details of the tourna-
ment, which is scheduled to 
be held from 25 September 
to 4 October 2025 at National 
Hockey Stadium, Lahore.
While addressing the media per-
sonnel, Commander Central Pun-
jab highlighted that sports instil 
discipline, patience and tolerance 
in society. He said that Pakistan 
Navy provides its officers and sail-
ors equal opportunities to engage 
in healthy activities, enabling 
them to represent Pakistan na-
tionally and internationally.
He further stated that while hock-
ey’s past has been glorious, the 
game has unfortunately declined 

due to numerous reasons. Paki-
stan Navy has been organizing 
this tournament in collaboration 
with Pakistan Hockey Federation 
to promote hockey and to express 

national unity since 2016. The 3rd 
Chief of the Naval Staff All Paki-
stan Hockey Tournament was suc-
cessfully held in Karachi in 2021 
and received high acclaim.

Eight top teams including Pa-
kistan Army, Pakistan Navy, 
Pakistan Air Force, Mari En-
gineers, Rangers, Police, Port 
Qasim and National Bank of Pa-

kistan are participating in the 
4th edition of CNS All Pakistan 
Hockey Tournament.
Commander Central Punjab un-
derscored that the tournament 
will provide players with an ex-
cellent platform to showcase 
their talent, raise awareness 
about the significance of hockey 
among youth and offer thrilling 
contests for spectators. Paki-
stan Navy will also award cash 
prizes to the top three teams, 
along with special prizes for the 
Best Player, Top Scorer, and 
Best Goalkeeper of the tourna-
ment. He also expressed heart-
felt gratitude to Pakistan Hock-
ey Federation, Sports Board 
Punjab, Sponsors and the man-
agement of National Hockey Sta-
dium Lahore for extending full 
support to Pakistan Navy in or-
ganizing this event. – Agencies

Navy to stage 4th Chief of Naval Staff all 
Pakistan hockey tournament 2025 

Commander Central Punjab, Rear Admiral Sohail Ahmad Azmie, 
shared details of the tournament, which is scheduled to be held from 25 

September to 4 October 2025 at National Hockey Stadium, Lahore

Briefs
Trump calls 

for immediate 
end to Gaza...

From Page 01
here, would have to join us 
in adopting the exact same 
measures.” He planned a 
meeting later in the day 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy. 
Trump argued that other 
world leaders should adopt 
his tough-on-migrants pol-
icy, touting his own efforts 
to arrest and deport mi-
grants in the United States 
illegally, a stance that many 
countries around the world 
have viewed skeptically.
“It’s destroying your coun-
try, and you have to do 
something about it on the 
world stage,” he said.
Trump, who has cast him-
self as a peacemaker in a 
bid to win the Nobel Peace 
Prize, complained that the 
United Nations did not sup-
port his efforts to end con-
flicts around the world.
He twinned his complaint 
with a personal grievance 
about the U.N.’s infrastruc-
ture, saying he and first lady 
Melania Trump were briefly 
marooned on a U.N. escala-
tor and that his teleprompt-
er was not initially working. 
“These are the two things I 
got from the United Nations 
- a bad escalator and a bad 
teleprompter,” Trump said, 
noting that Melania Trump 
nearly fell when the escala-
tor stopped abruptly.

Russian 
envoy lauds 
Pak policy...

From Page 01
He questioned the feasibility 
of negotiating with what he 
termed a “terrorist” regime. 
A significant portion of the 
briefing addressed internal 
policies within Ukraine. Am-
bassador Khorev criticized 
recent legislative acts, such 
as the “On the Foundations 
of the State Policy on Nation-
al Memory of the Ukrainian 
People,” which he stated 
entrenches Russophobia, 
glorifies Nazi collaborators, 
and violates Ukraine’s con-
stitutional and international 
human rights obligations. He 
detailed the erosion of dem-
ocratic freedoms under mar-
tial law, including restrictions 
on speech, movement, and 
political opposition.
On the international stage, 
Ambassador Khorev noted 
that a global majority, in-
cluding Pakistan, supports 
Russia’s UN resolutions 
against the glorification of 
Nazism. He expressed re-
gret over what he character-
ized as biased approaches 
and double standards with-
in the UN Secretariat, influ-
enced by Western nations.
The briefing also touched 
upon the recent high-level 
talks between the Presidents 
of Russia and the United 
States in Anchorage, Alas-
ka. Ambassador Khorev ac-
knowledged a “demonstrated 
understanding” from the U.S. 
administration regarding the 
root causes of the conflict, 
including NATO expansion. 
However, he lamented that 
the mutual understanding 
achieved was “completely 
rejected” by the Kiev regime 
and European sponsors.
Ambassador Khorev firmly 
rejected the deployment of 
French or German troops 
to Ukraine under any pre-
text, stating it is “unaccept-
able and will not resolve 
the conflict.” He also dis-
missed claims of “Russian 
aggression” against NATO 
states as a myth designed 
to prolong the war.

Victory 
against 

Sri Lanka...
From Page 01

The 2022 champions, how-
ever, were in a comfortable 
position by the end of the 
batting powerplay as they 
had piled up 53 runs de-
spite losing another wicket.
But Pakistan captain Sal-
man Ali Agha’s decision 
to bring Hussain Talat in 
pushed Sri Lanka to the 
back foot as the all-round-
er struck twice in his first 
over, bringing the total 
down to 58-5 in 7.3 overs.
Following the slump, star 
all-rounder Wanindu Hasa-
ranga (15) joined Kamindu 
in the middle for a cautious 
22-run partnership until 
getting cleaned up by Abrar 
Ahmed in the 13th over.
Kamindu, on the other 
hand, stood his ground 
firm and went on to score a 
fighting half-century for Sri 
Lanka. He was dismissed 
by Shaheen in the penul-
timate over, soon after he 
amassed the milestone.

Brig ® Naseem Akhtar launches
memoir “Caught in the Crossfire” 
The memoir has been widely praised for its candid narrative and 
historical significance, providing unique perspectives on national 

security, military strategy, and behind-the-scenes operations
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Brigadier ® Naseem Akhtar 
Khan unveiled his highly anticipated mem-
oir, “Caught in the Crossfire,” at a pres-
tigious event held at the Islamabad Club. 
The book presents a compelling firsthand 
account of his strategic insights into the 
evolving security landscape, drawing from 
his deep involvement in some of the most 
volatile events of the past four decades. 
Through his reflective narrative, Brigadier 
Khan examines how regional turmoil and its 
dramatic outbursts have profoundly shaped 
not only Pakistan’s national stability but also 
the broader global security outlook.
The launch event brought together a nota-
ble gathering of military veterans, corpo-
rate professionals, journalists, diplomats, 
authors, and close family members. Senior 
journalists, advocates, and comrades from 
various regiments also graced the occasion.
While sharing his thoughts “Brigadier ® 
Naseem Akhtar Khan reflected on the val-
ues, challenges, and triumphs that defined 
his service. He stated, “This memoir is not 
just my story—it is a tribute to the cour-
age, dedication, and sacrifices of countless 
individuals who serve our nation. I hope 
readers gain a deeper understanding of 
the complexities and commitments that 
shape our defense landscape.”
The memoir has been widely praised for its 
candid narrative and historical significance, 
providing unique perspectives on national 

security, military strategy, and behind-the-
scenes operations. Published by Pen & 
Sword Books (UK) and marketed by Case-

mate Publishers (USA), the book “Caught 
in the Crossfire” is globally available on 
Amazon.com. In Pakistan, it has been re-

printed by Vanguard Books and is available 
at all leading bookstores. For direct orders, 
please visit www.caughtinthecrossfire.net.

PSG’s Dembele, Barca’s Bonmati 
win Ballon d’Or awards in Paris
Spain and Barcelona forward 

Lamine Yamal finishes second, 
PSG’s Vitinha takes third place

PARIS: Ousmane Dembele was named the world’s best 
player of the season as he claimed the Ballon d’Or on a 
night of triumph for his Paris St Germain club, while Bar-
celona’s Aitana Bonmati, a serial trophy winner, claimed 
the women’s award on Monday. The 28-year-old France 
forward Dembele, who needed time and the guidance of 
PSG coach Luis Enrique to fulfill his potential as he in-
spired the capital club to their first Champions League 
title last season, became the sixth French player to lift the 
award and the first since Karim Benzema in 2022.
He beat Spain and Barcelona forward Lamine Yamal, with 
his PSG teammate Vitinha taking third place.
“What I have just experienced is exceptional, I have 
no words for it, what happened with PSG. I feel a bit 
of stress, it’s not easy to win this trophy, and to have it 
presented to me by Ronaldinho, a legend of football, is 

exceptional,” Dembele said on stage at a Paris ceremony 
where he was supported by several teammates, the oth-
ers being in Marseille for the Ligue 1 clash against OM 
which they lost 1-0. “I want to thank PSG who came to 
get me in 2023. It’s an incredible family. The president 
Nasser (Al-Khelaifi) is like a father to me. – Agencies

Russia 
warns US 

against any 
attempt...

From page 01
which will allow it to be-
come a full-fledged regional 
player. However, to achieve 
this goal, the Afghan gov-
ernment should take a 
more rational approach to 
interaction with the United 
States and its allies, primar-
ily in the issue of the Trump 
Administration’s quest for 
deployment of military fa-
cilities on the territory of 
Afghanistan. Their appear-
ance, in addition to prob-
lems in relations with Mos-
cow and Beijing, will most 
likely lead to destabilization 
of the situation in Afghani-
stan itself and, as a conse-
quence, to a split within the 
Taliban movement and the 
beginning of internal con-
frontation. The Afghan gov-
ernment has come up with 
a very reasonable response 
to President Trump’s re-
cent threats to the Islamic 
Emirate in connection with 
Bagram air base. The U.S. 
instead of threatening Ka-
bul, must re-check the un-
derstanding reached during 
the nearly 18-month tough 
negotiations in Qatar, which 
led to the signing of the 
landmark Doha agreement.
It was agreed upon during 
Doha talks that there would 
be no military presence 
in Afghanistan of the U.S. 
and any other country, but 
the U.S. will have normal 
relations with Afghanistan 
in different fields including 
economic and trade.
Mr Trump’s repeated calls 
for taking Bagram air base 
to keep an eye on China and 
other regional countries 
must be an eye opener for 
the Taliban government.  
China, which became the 
first country to accredit 
a Taliban diplomat as an 
ambassador in December 
2023, enjoys good relations 
with the Islamic Emirate 
and several countries are 
investing in the country 
ravaged by over 40-year 
war. The U.S. must know 
that Taliban rulers would 
never allow anyone to spoil 
their relations with China. 
Wang Yi, the Chinese For-
eign Minister, in his visit to 
Kabul in August, told Talib-
an leaders of his country’s 
intention to include Af-
ghanistan in the Built and 
Road Initiative (BRI).

Prime 
Minister 

meets 
Crown... 
From Page 01

keen desire to strengthen 
these ties further, particu-
larly in trade, investment, 
agriculture, livestock, man-
power export and health. 
The Prime Minister said 
that Pakistan was looking 
forward to hosting the Ku-
waiti Crown Prince for an 
official visit to Pakistan lat-
er this year, dates for which 
are being finalized through 
diplomatic channels.
The two leaders also ex-
changed views on regional 
and international issues, 
including the situation 
in the Middle East. The 
Crown Prince appreciated 
Pakistan’s diplomatic ef-
forts to effectively project 
the plight of the Palestinian 
people before the interna-
tional community as well 
as playing an important 
role for peace in the region. 
Both leaders affirmed their 
resolve to collaborate close-
ly, both bilaterally as well as 
on multilateral forums.

PHC grants 
Imaan 

Mazari...
From Page 01

Mazari and her spouse ap-
peared in the court today 
along with their lawyers 
Ataullah Kundi, Jahanzeb 
Mehsud, and Tariq Afghan.
Meanwhile, Additional At-
torney General Sanaullah 
appeared on behalf of the 
IGCBA. Advocate Ataullah 
Kundi told Justice Shah 
that “a case was registered 
against the two petitioners 
in Islamabad,” to which 
he asked whether both of 
the petitioners were law-
yers. Kundi responded: 
“Yes, both of them are 
lawyers and would like to 
appear in the court.” Ad-
dressing the petitioners, 
Justice Shah asked if this 
was their first time in Pe-
shawar, to which Mazari 
replied in the affirmative, 
prompting Justice Shah 
to remark, “At least you 
came to Peshawar on 
the pretext of the FIR.” 
“You people never come 
to Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa anyway,” he added.

Pakistan team claims inaugural 
C’Wealth beach handball crown
Hero of final was Shahid Bashir, who delivered standout 

performance and was named Player of the Match
KARACHI:Pakistan clinched the inau-
gural Commonwealth Beach Handball 
Championship 2025 title on Monday, 
defeating Sri Lanka in the final to seal 
an unbeaten run that marked a historic 
moment for the sport of handball in the 
country. In the championship decider, 
Pakistan overpowered Sri Lanka 2–0 

with set scores of 26–18 and 28–12, 
showcasing both attacking flair and 
defensive resilience. The triumph in 
Kulhudhuffushi City completed a flaw-
less campaign for the green shirts, 
who won every match from the group 
stage to the final.
Pakistan began their journey in em-

phatic style, outclassing archrivals 
India 2–0 in their opening match. 
They followed with victories against 
Maldives, Sri Lanka, South Africa, 
and Bangladesh in the group stage 
to secure a place in the semifinal. On 
Sunday, Pakistan eased past Bang-
ladesh once again to book their spot 
in the final. The hero of the final was 
Muhammad Shahid Bashir, who deliv-
ered a standout performance and was 
named Player of the Match. His con-
tribution proved decisive in securing 
Pakistan’s first international beach 
handball crown. In the bronze med-
al playoff, host nation Maldives gave 
their fans something to celebrate by 
defeating Bangladesh and claiming 
third place. The inaugural Common-
wealth Beach Handball Championship 
concluded with Pakistan standing tall 
as its first-ever champions.
Final Medal Standings:
Gold – Pakistan (Unbeaten  
champions), Silver – Sri Lanka, 
Bronze – Maldives

Pak take on Sri Lanka 
in ‘must win’ Asia Cup 

2025 match today
ABU DHABI: Pakistan and Sri Lanka are set to lock horns 
in a crucial Super-Four match of the ACC Men’s T20 Asia 
Cup 2025 today (Tuesday) at the Zayed Cricket Stadium in 
Abu Dhabi, with both teams looking for their first win in the 
tournament’s second stage. In their respective first match-
es of the Super-Four, the Salman Agha-led side was defeat-
ed by arch-rival India, while Sri Lanka lost to Bangladesh.
For Pakistan, its a must win match to survive in the tourna-
ment after two major defeats, both against arch-rivals India, in 
the group stage and Super Four.  The national side are likely 
to make changes for today’s match, with selectors expected 
to recall young batter Hassan Nawaz and possibly draft in an 
additional seamer to sharpen their bowling attack, The News 
reported.  Pakistan are at the bottom of the Super Four stand-
ings due to an inferior net run rate to third-placed Sri Lanka.
On the contrary, the 2016 champions, India, sit at the 
top due to a superior net run rate than Bangladesh, as 
both teams have two points each in one match.
Qualification scenario: Pakistan remain in contention for 
the Asia Cup 2025 final, but their path is uncertain and could 
depend heavily on net run rate (NRR). Even two wins from 
their remaining fixtures may not be enough, while in some 
scenarios a single victory could suffice. If India sweep all 
three Super Four matches, and Pakistan defeat Bangladesh 
but lose to Sri Lanka, then India advance with three wins and 
the other teams finish level on one each — leaving NRR to 
decide the second finalist. Another possibility sees Pakistan 
beating both Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, India defeating Sri 
Lanka, and Bangladesh upsetting India. – APP

Record number of 
countries win medals 

at World C’ships
TOKYO: A record number of nations won medals at the World 
Athletics Championships in Tokyo, with a total of 53 countries 
making it on to the medal table at the 20th edition of the event 
which concluded on Sunday. The previous record of 46 was 
set in Osaka in 2007 and equalled in Budapest two years ago, 
with Samoa, Saint Lucia and Uruguay winning their first ever 
World Championships medals at this year’s competition. There 
was one world record set in Tokyo, with Sweden’s Mondo Du-
plantis breaking the pole vault world record for the 14th time 
with a leap of 6.30 metres. American sprinter Melissa Jeffer-
son-Wooden completed a sprint treble in the 100m, 200m and 
4x100m relay while two other athletes won double gold in in-
dividual events, Kenyan distance runner Beatrice Chebet and 
Spanish race walker Maria Perez. “What we have seen over 
the past nine days here in Tokyo is an indelible and compel-
ling celebration of human sporting endeavour,” World Athlet-
ics President Sebastian Coe said. “Tokyo has set the stage for 
some of our sport’s most extraordinary performances.” A total 
of 619,288 fans attended the World Championships in Tokyo, 
four years on from the Olympic Games at the same venue was 
held without crowds due to the Covid-19 pandemic. – Agencies
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 The World Bank 
mission commended 

Sindh’s resilience 
efforts, underscoring 
that the province now 
stands better prepared 

to withstand future 
climate-related disasters

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: A World Bank mission praised 
the Government of Sindh for the successful 
implementation of the Sindh Flood Emer-
gency Rehabilitation Project (SFERP), jointly 
executed by the Sindh Irrigation Department 
and the Planning & Development Depart-
ment. Launched after the devastating 2022 
floods, the project has rehabilitated key infra-
structure, restored livelihoods, and strength-
ened Sindh’s disaster response capacity. The 
delegation, led by Ms. Catherine Signe Tovey, 
Practice Manager for Urban, Resilience, 
and Land, noted that Sindh completed the 

project ahead of schedule and with high 
quality standards, adopting a “build back 
better” approach informed by lessons 
from the 2010 floods. Ms. Tovey said: “In 
light of Pakistan’s climate vulnerabilities, 
building resilience is not just important, 
it is urgent. SFERP reflects collective effort, 
sustainability, and global best practices in 
post-disaster recovery.” Achievements under 
SFERP include, 97% infrastructure reha-
bilitation and 100% livelihood restoration 
across 19 districts including Jamshoro, 
Dadu, Thatta, Badin, Tharparkar, Larkana, 
Sukkur, and others.Completion of 825 km 
of 141 flood-affected roads.98% institution-
al strengthening and 96% project manage-
ment milestones achieved.Project Director 
Ghulam Asghar Kanasro emphasized that 
the initiative focused on equitable recov-
ery, especially for vulnerable groups such 
as women, children, and the poor. Senior 
officials from Rescue 1122 and the Irriga-
tion Department highlighted that all infra-
structure was rebuilt to enhance engineer-
ing and climate resilience standards. The 
World Bank mission commended Sindh’s 
resilience efforts, underscoring that the 
province now stands better prepared to 
withstand future climate-related disasters.

WB lauds Sindh’s swift 
recovery under SFERP

Briefs
Rupee gains 

03 paisa 
against US 

Dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee on 
Tuesday appreciated by 03 
paisa against the US Dollar 
in the interbank trading and 
closed at Rs 281.42 against 
the previous day’s closing of 
Rs 281.45.
However, according to the 
Forex Association of Pakistan 
(FAP), the buying and selling 
rates of the dollar in the open 
market stood at Rs 282.25 
and Rs 282.45, respectively 
The price of the Euro in-
creased by Rs 1 to close at Rs 
331.71 against the last day’s 
closing of Rs 330.71, accord-
ing to the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP). The Japanese 
yen remained unchanged to 
close at Rs 1.90, whereas 
an increase Rs1.05 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate 
of the British Pound, which 
was traded at Rs 380.48 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
closing of Rs 379.43. The ex-
change rates of the Emirates 
Dirham and the Saudi Riyal 
came down by 01 paisa each 
and closed at Rs 76.61 and 
Rs 75.03, respectively.—
APP

Gold price in-
creases by Rs 
5,100 per tola

ISLAMABAD: The price of 
24 karat gold increased by 
Rs 5,100 on Tuesday and was 
sold at Rs 398,800 per tola as 
compared to Rs 393,700 on 
the last trading day, accord-
ing to All Pakistan Sarafa 
Gems and Jewellers Associ-
ation.
The price of 10 grams of 24 
karat gold also rose by Rs 
4,372 to Rs 341,906 from Rs 
337,534, whereas 10 grams 
of 22 karat gold increased to 
Rs 313,425 from Rs 309,517, 
it added.
The price of per tola and 10 
grams of silver witnessed an 
increase of Rs 42 and Rs 36, 
respectively, closing at Rs 
4,637 and Rs 3,975.
The price of gold in the inter-
national market increased by 
$51 to $3,770, whereas silver 
was traded at $44.10 with an 
increase of $0.42, the associ-
ation reported.—APP

Kazakhstan 
to receive 
300 Ameri-
can freight 

locomotives in 
$4.2b deal

ASTANA : Agreements 
worth approximately $4.2 
billion were signed with the 
American company Wabtec 
in the presence of U.S. Sec-
retary of Commerce Howard 
Lutnick. The signing ceremo-
ny took place as part of the 
Kazakh President’s working 
visit to the United States, Ka-
zinform News Agency cites 
Akorda.
The documents provide for 
the delivery of 300 freight 
locomotives with enhanced 
specifications to Kazakh-
stan, as well as associated 
maintenance services. A 
recognized global leader in 
transportation technology, 
the company is a key partner 
in the modernization of Ka-
zakhstan’s railway industry. 
The Wabtec Kazakhstan lo-
comotive assembly plant has 
been successfully operating 
in Astana since 2009. Over 
this period, the company 
has invested more than $230 
million. Since its launch, the 
plant has produced over 600 
locomotives for Kazakhstan 
Temir Zholy (KTZ) and for 
export. The level of produc-
tion localization has reached 
45%. In July 2024, Wabtec 
opened a new technology 
and engineering center in 
Kazakhstan, which has be-
come a hub for innovation 
and professional training. As 
earlier reported, President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev is on 
a working visit to New York, 
where his program began 
with a meeting with the head 
of the Canadian multinational 
company Cameco to discuss 
uranium sector cooperation. 
He later met with Jared Co-
hen, President of Global 
Affairs at Goldman Sachs 
Global Institute, Amit Sevak, 
President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Educational 
Testing Service, and Halle 
Butvin, Director of Special 
Projects at the Smithsonian 
Center for Folklife and Cul-
tural Heritage. Today, the 
Head of State held meetings 
with Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of PepsiCo Foun-
dation Stephen Kehoe, Sen-
ior Vice President of Amazon 
David Zapolsky, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Cerberus 
Capital Management Frank 
Bruno.—APP

Palestinians, 
Jordan say 

Israel to 
indefinitely 
close West 

Bank crossing
RAMALLAH, Palestinian 
Territories: Palestinian and 
Jordanian authorities said 
Israel was indefinitely clos-
ing the only crossing be-
tween the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Jordan from 
Wednesday. There was no 
immediate confirmation 
from Israeli officials on Tues-
day, which is a public holiday. 
“The chairman of the Pales-
tinian General Authority for 
Crossings and Borders, Mr. 
Nazmi Muhanna, announced 
that the Israeli side has in-
formed us of the closure 
of the Al-Karama crossing 
starting tomorrow, Wednes-
day... until further notice, in 
both directions,” a statement 
from the Palestinian borders 
authority said, referring to 
the Allenby crossing. The 
crossing in the Jordan Valley 
is the only international gate-
way for Palestinians from the 
West Bank that does not re-
quire entering Israel, which 
has occupied the territory 
since 1967. The Jordanian 
Public Security Directorate 
also announced the closure 
of the crossing, which is also 
known as the King Hussein 
Bridge, saying it was being 
shut “to passenger and cargo 
traffic by the other side until 
further notice.” The crossing 
has been largely closed since 
a Jordanian truck driver shot 
dead an Israeli soldier and a 
reserve officer at the border 
last week. The announce-
ment comes hours after 
France joined a flurry of 
Western countries in for-
mally recognizing a Pales-
tinian state, drawing sharp 
rebuke from Israel. —APP

Syria to 
establish new 
parliament, 

testing 
inclusivity 

pledge 
DAMASCUS: Syria is pre-
paring to establish the first 
parliament since Bashar 
Assad was toppled, a mile-
stone in the transition from 
his rule but one that has 
stirred new concerns about 
political inclusivity under 
President Ahmed Al-Sharaa. 
Regional committees have 
selected electoral colleges 
that will elect two-thirds of 
the 210-member People’s As-
sembly, on October 5. Sharaa 
appoints the remaining third. 
The authorities say they re-
sorted to this system rather 
than universal suffrage due 
to a lack of reliable popula-
tion data and displacement 
after years of war. The pro-
cess is unfolding as Sharaa 
tries to consolidate his hold 
over a fractured nation, with 
suspicion of his Sunni Isla-
mist-led administration run-
ning deep among minority 
Kurds, Druze and Alaw-
ites. How will the election 
take place? The process 
is run by an 11-member 
body appointed by Sharaa 
in June. This body in turn 
appointed regional sub-
committees that selected 
members of regional elec-
toral colleges, after local con-
sultations.—APP

Pak, ASEAN ambassadors pledge 
to boost trade, economic ties

“All ASEAN countries already enjoy cordial relations with Pakistan, but there is immense potential to go further,” he 
said. “Through technology transfer, value addition in agriculture, and a skilled human resource base, we can take our 

trade from the current level to its true potential

DNA

Islamabad: Federal Minister 
for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan 
on Tuesday hosted the ambassa-
dors of seven ASEAN member 
states at the Ministry of Com-
merce, reaffirming Pakistan’s 
commitment to deepen trade, in-
vestment, and people-to-people 
ties with Southeast Asia.
The meeting was attended by the 
ambassadors and senior diplo-
mats of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Thailand, Brunei 
Darussalam, Vietnam, and Myan-
mar — reflecting strong ASEAN 
representation in Islamabad.
Welcoming the envoys, Minister 
Jam Kamal Khan said Pakistan 
seeks to expand its engagement 
with ASEAN beyond trade to 
long-term cooperation in tech-
nology, skills development, and 
infrastructure.
“All ASEAN countries already 
enjoy cordial relations with Pa-
kistan, but there is immense 
potential to go further,” he said. 
“Through technology transfer, 
value addition in agriculture, and 

a skilled human resource base, 
we can take our trade from the 
current level to its true poten-
tial.”

The Minister briefed the 
ambassadors on Pakistan’s 
new trade policy, vehicle 
import policy, tarif f  ration-

alization measures under 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif,  and ongoing pro-
gress toward a Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) with the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). He also highlighted Paki-
stan’s role as a gateway to Cen-

tral Asia, with its ports gaining 
significance under new transit 
trade agreements designed to re-
duce costs for regional partners.
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Indonesia, EU sign long-
awaited trade deal

Denpasar: Indonesia and the European Union finalised negotiations on a trade agreement Tuesday after nearly a decade 
of talks, a senior minister said. The Indonesia-European Union Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
is the third deal Brussels has signed with Southeast Asian countries, after Singapore and Vietnam. The pact was signed by 
EU Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic and Indonesian Minister of Economic Affairs Airlangga Hartarto in Bali and will 
open investment in strategic sectors such as electric vehicles, electronics, and pharmaceuticals.                  “By finalising 
this agreement, the EU and Indonesia are sending a powerful message to the world that we stand united in our commit-
ment to open rules-based and mutually beneficial international trade,” Sefcovic said after the signing. “In all, EU exporters 
will save some 600 million euros ($708 million) a year in duties paid on their goods entering the Indonesian market, and 
European products will be more affordable and available to Indonesian consumers.” EU President Ursula von der Leyen 
said in a statement. Indonesia has been in talks with the EU since 2016, but negotiations for a trade deal initially saw little 
progress. Issues such as palm oil and deforestation posed stumbling blocks, but US President Donald Trump’s sweeping 
tariff policy “created the urgency” to expedite an agreement, said Deni Friawan, researcher at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies. The trade deal also included a protocol on palm oil, the EU said in a statement, without providing 
details.  President Prabowo Subianto travelled to Brussels in July and announced with EU chief Ursula von der Leyen that 
the two sides had reached a “political agreement” to conclude the deal after 19 rounds of negotiations. Indonesian 
chief economic minister Airlangga Hartarto said uncertainties caused by the “tariff war and protectionism” between 
major countries pushed the two sides “to seek certainty through a stable bilateral agreement”. “This is a ten-year 
journey that has resulted in a milestone that reflects our commitment and the commitment of stakeholders to an 
open, fair, and sustainable economic assistance,” he told a news conference. The agreement was expected to “mit-
igate risks from the impact of the global tariff war”, Airlangga told AFP in a statement.  “This signing came at the 
right moment. It was finalised because of Donald Trump’s tariff war, and we need to seek an alternative market in 
Europe, and Europe has the same interest, they need a market to penetrate,” Bhima Yudhistira Adhinegara, exec-
utive director of the Center of Economic and Law Studies, told AFP.  Around 80 percent of Indonesian exports to 
the EU will be tariff-free after the deal comes into force, Airlangga said in June. It is expected to benefit the coun-
try’s top shipments to the bloc including palm oil, footwear, textiles and fisheries, he added. The EU is Indonesia’s 
fifth-largest trading partner with bilateral trade reaching $30.1 billion last year The agreement would further open 
up EU access to the Indonesian market of around 280 million people, Deni said.—DNA

‘ ICCI, IWCCI and ICSTSI  to work  for 
ease of doing business environment’

Islamabad: ICCI President Sardar Tahir Mehmood has 
vowed to make the Chamber the true voice of the voiceless 
and the shield of the business community by asserting that 
every policy relating to business community must be framed 
by onboarding the real stakeholders. He added that the busi-
ness community has always delivered in difficult times and 
helped the nation overcome economic crises, therefore, its 
voice must be heard at every policy forum. He expressed 
these views while addressing a grand felicitation ceremony at 
the S.M. Munir Auditorium held in his honor along with the 
newly elected Senior Vice President, Tahir Ayub, and Vice 
President, Mohammad Irfan Chaudhry, on their unopposed 
election. The event was attended by Patron-in-Chief of Azer-
baijan-Pakistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and Secretary General United Business Group, Zafar Bakht-
awari, ICCI Executive and Council Members, leading businessmen, and office bearers of various traders’ associations 
of Islamabad. Sardar Tahir Mehmood while highlighting ICCI’s vision, said the Chamber does not merely represent its 
15,000 members but  being the federal Chamber also stands for the interests of 260 million people of Pakistan, he demand-
ed the inclusion of ICCI’s President in the CDA Board to ensure  representation of the business community. He further 
announced that a detailed calendar of activities and initiatives will be unveiled in a press conference next month to present 
ICCI’s proactive agenda.= Patron-in-Chief Azerbaijan-Pakistan Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, congratulated the new ICCI leadership and expressed confidence that the team will serve the business 
community in a manner that makes its tenure exemplary. He assured full support of the business community for 
ICCI’s efforts to obtain a business-friendly environment in the region. He also called for closer collaboration among 
ICCI, Islamabad Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IWCCI), and Islamabad Chamber of Small Traders and 
Small Industries (ICSTSI) to achieve common objectives. Mohammad Owais Satti, President ICSTSI, also felicitated 
the ICCI leadership, while Senior Vice President Tahir Ayub reiterated the commitment of the team to serve the 
business community without discrimination and to ensure unity in the ranks.—DNA

Asylum seeker jailed for 
sex assault on teen that 
sparked UK protests

 
LONDON: An Ethiopian asylum seeker, whose arrest in 
July sparked angry protests outside the hotel near London 
where he and other migrants were being housed, was jailed 
for 12 months on Tuesday for sexually assaulting a teen-
age girl and another woman. The protests outside the Bell 
Hotel in Epping, about 30km north of the British capital, 
became a touchpaper for a string of country-wide demon-
strations amid rising tensions over immigration. Hadush 
Gerberslasie Kebatu was convicted at Chelmsford Mag-
istrates’ Court earlier this month of sexually assaulting a 
14-year-old girl and a woman, attempting to sexually assault 
the girl, inciting her to engage in sexual activity and one 
count of harassment. Kebatu had acknowledged that he 
was aware of the unrest his offending had caused and that 
other law-abiding asylum seekers had been impacted by it 
as it drew a response from the public not just in Epping 
but across the country, Judge Christopher Williams told 
him. “It resulted in mass demonstrations and the fear that 
children in the United Kingdom are not safe,” the judge 
said. Immigration has become the dominant political issue 
in Britain, eclipsing concerns over a faltering economy, as 
the country faces both a record number of asylum claims 
and arrivals by migrants in small boats across the 
Channel. Kebatu, who had arrived in Britain on a 
small boat and only moved to the Bell Hotel about 
a week before the incident, had denied all the ac-
cusations, saying he was “not a wild animal.”—APP

Spanish PM for full 
UN membership for 

Palestinian state
WASHINGTON: Spanish Pr ime Minister  Pedro 
Sanchez ,  an outspoken cr i t ic  o f  Israel ’s  war  in 
Gaza,  ca l led Monday for  a  st ate  of  Palest ine to 
be admitted to  the UN af ter  a  French- led summit 
on recognit ion.  “This  conference marks a  mi le -
stone,  but  i t ’s  not  the end  f  the road.  I t ’s  only 
the beginning,”  Sanchez sa id  at  the United Na-
t ions General  Assembly.“The St ate  of  Palest ine 
must  be a  fu l l  member of the United Nations,” he 
continued. “The process for the State of Palestine 
to join this organization must be completed as soon 
as possible, on an equal footing with other states,” 
he said. “Second, we must take immediate meas-
ures to stop the barbarism and make peace possi-
ble.” The left -wing Spanish prime minister has 
been one of the most vocal critics of Israel’s dev-
astating of fensive in Gaza launched in response 
to the October 7, 2023 attacks by Hamas. Spain, 
alongside Ireland and Norway, already recognized 
a Palestinian state in May. Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Gideon Saar recently described Sanchez as 
“antisemitic” and a “liar” af ter the Spanish leader 
expressed admiration for pro-Palestinian protest-
ers who disrupted Spain’s Vuelta cycling race. 
The attack on Sanchez led Spain to summon  I s r a -
e l ’ s  t op  d ip lomat  i n  Madr id .—APP
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UK Pledges Ongoing 
Support to Pakistan’s 

Climate Fight
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The United Kingdom has reiterated its com-
mitment to stand with the government and people of Pa-
kistan in the face of climate change and the ongoing flood 
situation. British High Commissioner to Pakistan, Ms. Jane 
Marriott, expressed this resolve during her visit to Lok 
Virsa, Shakarparian, where she planted a tree as part of a 
plantation drive. Speaking informally to the media, the High 
Commissioner said that Pakistan is among the countries 
most affected by climate change.  She stressed that tackling 
climate change requires joint global action and reaffirmed 
that the United Kingdom will continue to work closely with 
Pakistan in resilience-building projects.  She also appreciat-
ed Lok Virsa’s pivotal role in promoting and preserving Paki-
stan’s cultural heritage. Parliamentary Secretary for Nation-
al Heritage and Culture, Ms. Farah Naz Akbar, highlighted 
the government’s efforts to protect Pakistan’s cul-
tural identity while also supporting initiatives 
on environment and sustainability. She 
welcomed the British High Commission-
er’s participation in the plantation drive 
as a gesture of friend- ship. Lok Virsa 
Executive Director, Dr. Muhammad 
Waqas Saleem gave overviee of the in-
stitution’s role in safeguarding in-
tangible cul- tural heritage, 
document - ing folk tradi-
tions, and promoting cul-
tural diver- sity.  He said 
Lok Virsa r e m a i n s 
committed to fostering 
p a r t n e r - ships that 
strengthen both cultural 
e x c h a n g e and environ-
mental re- sponsibility.

Briefs
US MP warns 

of mily 
‘misunder-

standing’ risk 
with China
“We need to have a 
better conversation 

about de-conflicting,” 
says US Representative 

Adam Smith

Monitoring Report

BEIJING: The leader of a 
US congressional delegation 
to China warned Tuesday 
of the “risk of a misunder-
standing” between the two 
countries’ militaries as ad-
vances in defence technolo-
gy move at breakneck speed. 
Adam Smith, the most sen-
ior Democrat on Washing-
ton’s Armed Services Com-
mittee, told journalists in 
Beijing that China needs to 
talk more about its military 
with other global powers 
“for basic de-confliction”.
“We’ve seen this with our 
ships, our planes, their 
ships, their planes coming 
entirely too close to one 
another,” he said at a news 
conference at the US Em-
bassy. “We need to have a 
better conversation about 
de-conflicting those things.”
The four-person delegation 
also includes other mem-
bers of the same Armed 
Services Committee — 
Democrats Ro Khanna and 
Chrissy Houlahan — as well 
as Republican congressman 
Michael Baumgartner, a 
member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.
The group on Monday met 
Chinese Defence Minister 
Dong Jun, with whom they 
talked about the importance 
of “working through our 
differences” and more can-
did dialogue, according to a 
statement from the US side. 

Over 35,000 
parents say 
no to polio 
drops in 
Sindh

KARACHI: Nearly 35,000 
parents in Sindh have re-
portedly refused to get 
their children vaccinated 
against poliovirus, with the 
majority of refusals report-
ing from Karachi. 
The Pakistan Polio Erad-
ication Programme, in 
collaboration with the 
Expanded Program on 
Immunisation (EPI), had 
carried out a vaccination 
campaign in 25 districts of 
the province from Septem-
ber 1 to 7. The latest cam-
paign had initially targeted 
2.1 million children, but a 
significant number of chil-
dren in Sindh, particularly 
Karachi, remained unvac-
cinated, the sources said.
The insiders added that out 
of the total 35,000 refus-
als in the province, around 
34,000 were reported from 
Karachi as parents declined 
to administer the vaccine 
to their children. They said 
that highest number of re-
fusals was reported from 
Karachi’s East district.
“Over 8,000 parents de-
clined to administer drops 
of polio vaccine to their chil-
dren in District East,” the 
sources revealed. – APP

ATC turns 
down Khan’s 
plea to stop 
proceedings 

in GHQ 
attack case

Court also rejects 
petition seeking 

provision of CCTV 
footage of September 
19 case proceedings

News DESK
RAWALPINDI: An anti-ter-
rorism court (ATC) in Rawal-
pindi on Tuesday rejected 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) founder Imran Khan’s 
plea seeking the halt of court 
proceedings in May 9 case 
involving attack on General 
Headquarters (GHQ).
ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah 
conducted the hearing to-
day over two petitions filed 
by Khan, urging the court to 
provide the CCTV footage 
of the court proceedings on 
September 19 and stopping 
the proceedings till the high 
court’s order on the trans-
fer of the jail trial.
During the hearing, where 
Khan was presented vir-
tually before the court via 
WhatsApp link, the PTI 
founder’s lawyer Faisal Ma-
lik contended that they did 
not want to become part of 
the case proceedings sans 
consultation with the for-
mer prime minister.
To this, the court said: 
“During the last hearing, 
you consulted with the PTI 
founder who [then] boy-
cotted the proceedings”. 
When advised by the court 
to challenge the WhatsApp 
communication in the 
high court, counsel Malik 
said that they had already 
done so. “[A] WhatsApp 
call cannot be considered 
as [attendance] via a vid-
eo link,” the lawyer said 
while requesting the court 
for more time to challenge 
the court’s previous order. 
“You can challenge it [how-
ever] the court proceed-
ings cannot be stopped,” 
the court responded.
Highlighting that the de-
fence lawyers boycotted the 
previous hearing, prosecu-
tor Ikram Amin said that 
the prosecution was not 
obligated to answer any of 
their queries. “The defence 
lawyers boycott court hear-
ing and then ask for more 
time the next day. Their 
conduct shows that they are 
not serious about the trial,” 
the prosecutor said, adding 
that the defence team was 
wasting the court’s time.
Responding to prosecu-
tor Zaheer Shah’s argu-
ment that questioning the 
court’s order amounted to 
contempt of court, lawyer 
Malik said that they were 
merely seeking a fair trial.

With poverty at 25.3%, World 
Bank urges bold reforms
85% people working in lower-income sectors; salaries 

only increased by 2-3% between 2011 and 2021
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank (WB), 
in a report released Tuesday based on 
25 years of official household surveys 
in Pakistan, stressed the need for bold, 
sustained and people-centered reforms 
to reduce poverty, strengthen resilience 
and protect vulnerable populations.  
The report titled “Reclaiming Momen-
tum Towards Prosperity: Pakistan’s Pov-
erty, Equity and Resilience Assessment”, 
marked the first comprehensive evalua-
tion of poverty and welfare trends in the 
country since the early 2000s.
 After a steady decline from 64.3% in 2001-
02 to 21.9% in 2018-19, the national poverty 
rate began to increase in 2020, mainly due 
to compounding shocks including COV-
ID-19, inflation, floods and macroeconom-
ic stress, but also because the consump-
tion-driven growth model that delivered 
early gains has reached its limit, it said.
 To address this, the report called for sus-
tained and people-centered reforms to pro-
tect poor and vulnerable families, improve 
livelihood opportunities, and expand access 
to basic services for all.  The report taped 
into 25 years of official household surveys, 

nowcasted projections, geospatial analysis, 
and unique administrative data sources. 
Official poverty estimates are based on 
multiple rounds of the Household Integrat-
ed Economic Survey (HIES), using Paki-
stan’s national poverty line and methodol-
ogy, which remained the most relevant tool 
for policymaking.  For international com-
parisons, the report applied global poverty 
thresholds updated in June 2025.  Beyond 
2018-19, which is the latest available sur-
vey round, it used micro-simulation models 
to project poverty estimates.  New poverty 
estimates and trends based on survey data 
would be produced once the recently col-
lected HIES 2024-25 data is released.
 “It will be critical to protect Pakistan’s 
hard-won poverty gains while accelerating 
reforms that expand jobs and opportuni-
ties—especially for women and young peo-
ple,” WB Country Director for Pakistan 
Bolormaa Amgaabazar said.
 “By focusing on results—investing in peo-
ple, places, and access to opportunities; 
building resilience against shocks; prior-
itizing fiscal management; and developing 
better data systems for decision-making—
Pakistan can put poverty reduction back on 
track,”she added.  The assessment found 
that over the past two decades, poverty 

reduction in Pakistan was primarily driven 
by rising non-agricultural labor income, as 
more households shifted away from farm 
work to low-quality service jobs. 
However, it said, slow and uneven structur-
al transformation has hindered diversifica-
tion, job creation, and inclusive growth. 
“As a result, low productivity across sectors 
has constrained income growth. Over 85% 
of jobs remain informal and women and 
youth remain largely excluded from the la-
bor force,” the report said.
The report also highlighted human capi-
tal gaps: nearly 40 percent of children are 
stunted; one-quarter of primary-school-aged 
children are out of school; and 75 percent 
of children who do attend primary school 
cannot read and understand a simple story 
by the end of the primary cycle. 
“Public service deficits are widespread, 
with only half of all households having 
safely managed access to drinking wa-
ter in 2018, and 31 percent lacking safe 
sanitation,” it added.
The report underscored systematic, com-
plex, and persistent spatial disparities in 
welfare across Pakistan. Rural poverty re-
mains more than twice as high as urban 
poverty, and many districts that lagged be-
hind decades ago continue to do so today. 

Furthermore, unplanned urbanization has 
led to ‘sterile agglomeration’ — crowded 
settlements with low living standards.
“Progress in poverty reduction is threat-
ened by structural vulnerabilities,” said 
Christina Wieser, Senior Economist and 
one of the lead authors of the report. 
“Reforms that expand access to quality 
services, protect households from shocks, 
and create better jobs—especially for the 
bottom 40 percent—are essential to break 
cycles of poverty and deliver durable, inclu-
sive growth,” she added.
The report outlined four pathways to re-
store progress. First, invest in people, 
places, and opportunities to tackle human 
capital gaps, particularly for the most dis-
advantaged.  Investments in public services 
such as health, education, housing, water, 
and sanitation, need to be accompanied by 
strengthening local governance. 
Second, build household shock-resilience 
by making safety nets responsive and 
inclusive.  Third, adopt progressive fis-
cal measures by improving municipal fi-
nance, phasing out inefficient and waste-
ful subsidies, and prioritizing targeted 
investments for the poorest.  Finally, in-
vest in timely data systems to guide deci-
sions, target resources, and track results.
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UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan on 
Tuesday reaffirmed its commit-
ment to strengthen the Common-
wealth role in tackling global chal-
lenges and advancing collective 
prosperity.  Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar addressed the 
Commonwealth Foreign Affairs 
Ministers Meeting (CFAMM). 
Welcoming the Secretary-General 
to her first CFAMM since assuming 
office in April 2025, Dar commend-
ed her efforts in accelerating the 
implementation of CHOGM-2024 
outcomes and pushing forward 
reforms to reinvigorate the organ-
ization. Dar highlighted the impor-
tance of the forum as a platform for 
dialogue, peace-building, and coop-
eration in the face of overlapping 
global crises such as conflicts, cli-
mate change, economic vulnerabil-
ities, and disruptive technologies.

“The climate crisis is an existen-
tial threat to many of our mem-

bers. Pakistan, as one of the most 
climate-vulnerable countries, has 

experienced this reality firsthand,” 
Dar said, calling for sustained fo-
cus on climate action, adaptation, 
financing, and resilience-building 
across the Commonwealth.
He also underscored Pakistan’s 
leadership in advancing the Com-
monwealth youth agenda, digital 
transformation, trade, and entre-
preneurship. “Our young people 
must be empowered to shape a 
more prosperous and peaceful fu-
ture,” he stressed, while reaffirm-
ing Pakistan’s role in driving the 
Commonwealth Connectivity Agen-
da to strengthen digital, physical, 
regulatory, and supply chain links 
among members.
Concluding his remarks, Dar em-
phasized Pakistan’s readiness 
to work closely with the Secre-
tary-General and all member states 
to promote peace, sustainable de-
velopment, climate resilience, and 
inclusive growth, ensuring that the 
Commonwealth remains impactful 
and relevant for future generations.

Pakistan reaffirms commitment to 
strengthen Commonwealth role

Welcoming the Secretary-General to her first CFAMM since assuming office in 
April 2025, Dar commended her efforts in accelerating the implementation of 

CHOGM-2024 outcomes and pushing forward reforms to reinvigorate the organization

UNSC rejects South Korea’s draft 
resolution on Iran nuclear deal

Russia strongly criticized the move, calling it “provocative and unlawful,” and accused European 
powers of manipulating the Security Council presidency. Moscow maintained that the 

European request could not be regarded as a valid notification under Paragraph 11 of UNSC 
Resolution 2231, which outlines the “snapback” mechanism for reimposing sanctions on Iran

DNA

United Nations: A draft resolution on Iran’s nuclear 
program, tabled by South Korea in its capacity as Presi-
dent of the UN Security Council (UNSC), failed to gain 
support during a vote held on Thursday. The resolution 
was submitted following an August 28 request by the 
United Kingdom, Germany, and France, who alleged 
that Tehran had materially violated its obligations under 
the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 
Russia strongly criticized the move, calling it “provoc-
ative and unlawful,” and accused European powers of 
manipulating the Security Council presidency. Moscow 
maintained that the European request could not be 
regarded as a valid notification under Paragraph 11 of 
UNSC Resolution 2231, which outlines the “snapback” 
mechanism for reimposing sanctions on Iran.
“The draft resolution does not meet the requirements of 
Resolution 2231 and therefore cannot lead to the restora-
tion of previously lifted UN sanctions on Iran,” the Russian 
mission stated. During the session, Russia, China, Algeria, 
and Pakistan voiced support for maintaining the framework 
under which earlier sanctions on Iran had been revoked. The 
United States, the UK, France, and Germany opposed this 
position, with Washington reportedly exerting heavy pres-

sure on non-permanent members to back the resolution.
In a surprising development, South Korea abstained from 
voting on its own draft, signaling what diplomats inter-
preted as an acknowledgment of the “legal and procedural 
nullity” of the proposal. Analysts noted that Seoul’s deci-
sion underscored concerns about the potentially destabi-
lizing consequences of renewed pressure on Iran.
With the resolution failing to gain traction, it was removed 
from the Council’s agenda, leaving no obligations on mem-
ber states to reinstate previous restrictions against Tehran.
The debate comes amid heightened tensions following 
reported strikes in June on Iranian nuclear facilities, al-
legedly carried out by the United States and Israel. Rus-
sia warned that Western attempts to reimpose sanctions 
could further destabilize the Middle East.
Attention now turns to a joint Russian-Chinese draft resolu-
tion currently under discussion, which proposes a six-month 
technical extension for the implementation of the JCPOA 
and UNSC Resolution 2231. Moscow and Beijing argue 
the plan would allow time to implement recent agreements 
between Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), reached in Cairo on September 9, while keeping 
negotiations alive. Observers say the UNSC is at a critical 
juncture: whether to pursue a political-diplomatic settlement 
to safeguard the JCPOA or risk a renewed cycle of confron-
tation that could plunge the region into deeper instability.

Pak calls for 
Russia-Ukraine 
reproachment

DNA
UNITED NATIONS: On the heels of reported incursions into 
Polish and Romanian airspace by Russia, Pakistan has called 
for dialogue and restraint to prevent an escalation of the situa-
tion. "Cessation of hostilities and return to diplomacy remain 
the ONLY path for achieving sustainable peace," Ambassador 
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad, permanent representative of Pakistan 
to the United Nations, told the UN Security Council which 
met in an emergency session on Monday. The 15-member 
body  met under its agenda item on “Threats to International 
Peace and Security”, following receipt of a letter from Estonia 
informing the Council that, on 19 September, three Russian 
Federation MiG-31 fighters violated Estonian air space.
Referencing the intensifying attacks by Russia on Ukraine 
and reported casualties inside Russia, “the world simply 
cannot afford such danger to spiral out of control,” said UN 
Assistant Secretary-General Miroslav Jenca in his briefing 
to the Council.  In his remarks, Ambassador Asim Iftikhar 

Ahmad said that Pakistan stands for sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of all member States that must be respected 
universally. "The ongoing conflict in Ukraine, now into its 
fourth year, has generated numerous challenges both for 
the regional and international peace and stability," he said. 
Pakistan had repeatedly drawn attention to the negative 
consequences of this conflict, and the need to bring it to an 
end. The Pakistani envoy called on the parties to demon-
strate restraint, avoid escalation, and scrupulously adhere 
to the international humanitarian law. 
"We firmly believe that only a meaningful dialogue which 
addresses the security concerns of all sides, is anchored 
in the principles of UN Charter and international law and 
respects the relevant multilateral agreements can help se-
cure peace-- a peace that is both just and lasting."
Pakistan, he added,  stands ready to support all regional and 
international efforts that can pave the way for a peaceful res-
olution of the current conflict. “As for the facts,” said Russian 
representative Dmitry Polyanskiy in the ensuing debate, “the 
facts prove that, on the nineteenth of September, three Rus-
sian MiG-31 fighter jets conducted a planned flight from Ka-
relia to an airbase in Kaliningradoblst, carried out in strict ac-
cordance with international airspace-use rules.”   He declared: 
“Today, we are compelled to watch part two of the spectacle 
titled ‘Blame Russia for Everything’.”  While “our neighbours 
have imagined” that Moscow is at fault for an incursion into 
Estonian airspace, he said that — “as always” — there is no 
proof, except “Russophobic hysteria” from Tallinn.


