LAHORE - KARACHI - ISLAMABAD

Mahmoud Abbas

Detailed News On Page-01

No role of Hamas
in Palestien rule;

A sister publication of CENTRPﬁ\TE & DNA News Agency

Islamaba

Friday, September 26, 2025

Pakistan’s Credible Daily Newspaper

Al must not decid
humanity’s fate,
UN chief warns

Detailed News On Page-08

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

OST

Price Rs. 30

Pakistan values
ties with Italy:

Senate Chairman

Detailed News On Page-03

Energy circular
debt elimination

PM Shehbaz says

plan historic
breakthrough

PM Shehbaz Sharif said, “This is the first time
in Pakistan’s history that circular debt, which
was swallowing our national resources, has been
addressed in a structured and effective manner”

DNA

ISLAMABAD/NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday inaugurated Pakistan’s first-ever

PM Shehbaz lauds Gates
Foundation’s support

Abbas rejects
Hamas role
In Palestinian
rule

DNA

comprehensive energy circular debt elimination plan, de-
scribing it as a “historic breakthrough” that will pave the way

for sustainable reforms in the power sector. Speaking at the
signing ceremony, the prime minister lauded the collective
efforts of the government, financial institutions, and the task
force for successfully negotiating and finalizing the plan.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif joined the ceremony via
video link from New York, while ministers, senior officials,
regulators, international partners, and CEOs of power sec-
tor organizations attended the event at the Prime Minister’s
House in Islamabad. PM Shehbaz Sharif said, “This is the
first time in Pakistan’s history that circular debt, which was
swallowing our national resources, has been addressed in a
structured and effective manner.” The prime minister high-
lighted the role of the Power Division, the Petroleum Minis-
try, and the Task Force in resolving longstanding issues. He
paid special tribute to former caretaker energy minister Mo-
hammad Ali, Secretary Power, and Lieutenant General (R)
Muhammad Zafar Igbal for their “tireless negotiations with

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

challenges to
be resolved’

DNA

LAHORE: Punjab’s Minister
for Information and Culture,
Azma Bokhari, has said that
addressing the challenges of
the print media industry is
among the foremost priori-
ties of Chief Minister Mar-
yam Nawaz. She emphasized
that the Punjab government
is taking positive steps at
every level to support jour
nalists. In a meeting with a
delegation of the All Pakistan
Newspapers Society (APNS),
the minister highlighted that
the print media continues to
play a vital role in journalism,
adding that even in the age of
electronic media and digital
technology, its importance
remains undiminished. Rep-
resentatives of the APNS
expressed gratitude to Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz,
noting that, for the first time,
the government has taken the
issues of the print media in-
dustry seriously and is work-
ing to resolve them promptly.

Mly courts
appeals: LHC

grants time

LAHORE: LHC on Thursday
granted the federal govern-
ment additional time to frame
legislation regarding the right
of appeal against sentences
handed down by military
courts. LHC Chief Justice
Aalia Neelum heard the peti-
tion filed by Raheb Mehboob,
who had challenged the denial
of the right to appeal against
military court verdicts. Dur-
ing the proceedings, Federal
Law Secretary Raja Naeem
Akhtar informed the court
that the matter was being for-
warded to the federal cabinet
for implementation in line
with judicial directives. At this
stage, the additional attorney
general requested the court
to allow more time for com-
pliance. The court observed
that a final ruling on the peti-
tion would be made once the
required legislation is passed.

DNA

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, on Thurs-
day calling the polio eradication a high priority of the
government, appreciated the valuable support extend-
ed by the Gates Foundation to Pakistan to achieve the
objective. The prime minister, in a meeting with Chair
of Gates Foundation Bill Gates on the sidelines of
80th session of UN General Assembly, also lauded the
Foundation’s support for improving immunization and
nutrition as well as financial inclusion in the country.
He also appreciated the Gates Foundation’s generous
donation following floods in Pakistan this year, also re-
calling the organisation’s significant contribution for
relief efforts during the 2022 floods. The prime min-
ister said that partnership with the Gates Foundation
would remain vital to achieve the objective of the polio
eradication. While emphasizing on the government’s
initiative of extensive economic reforms, cashless

Continued on Page 06

NEW YORK: Palestinian
leader Mahmud Abbas said
Thursday that Hamas would
have no role in governing
the Palestinians and con-
demned the armed group’s
October 7 attack against Is-
rael. “Hamas will not have a
role to play in governance.
Hamas and other factions
will have to hand over their
weapons to the Palestinian
National Authority,” Abbas
told the UN General As-
sembly in a video message.
He said a suffocating siege
has been imposed on an
entire people, destroying
more than 80% of homes,
schools, hospitals, church-
es, mosques, and infrastruc-
ture. What Israel is carrying
out is not just aggression—

WASHINGTON Bill Gates calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. - DNA

CM Balochistan says

Terrorists receive
‘state patronage’
in Afghanistan

Bugti’s statement is the latest in repeated blames
by Islamabad of terror outfits using Afghan soil to
carry out attack in Pakistan. Islamabad has also
urged Kabul to choose between maintaining ties with
its neighbour or harbouring terrorists. But, Afghan
authorities have consistently denied the allegations

Man dead, son
injured in landmine
explosion in Kurram

CENTRELINE REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti said on Thursday that terror-
ists receive “state patronage” in Afghani-
stan, from where they “attack us”. Terror-
ists were provided “safe havens” and places

APP

Green shirts defeat Bangladesh

SporTSs DESK

DUBAI: Dubai: The stage is set for a historic
clash as Pakistan defeated Bangladesh in the
final Super Four match on Thursday to book
their place in the Asia Cup 2025 final against
arch-rivals India. The highly-anticipated final
will be played on Sunday, September 28, in
Dubai. Pakistan’s victory sets up what will
be the first-ever Asia Cup final between the
two cricketing heavyweights, intensifying a

Primmedia | AS1a Cup crescendo: it’s
India vs Pak for the title

Final to be played on Sunday

rivalry that transcends sport. Pakistan won
by 11 runs. It will first time in the history
of Asia Cup that Pakistan and India will be
facing each other. In what was essentially a
virtual semifinal, Bangladesh put up a spir-
ited effort. Batting first, the Tigers’ bowlers
executed a disciplined plan, successfully con-
taining the powerful Pakistani batting line-up
to a decent, yet chaseable, total. However,
the momentum shifted during the chase.

Continued on Page 06

it is a war crime and a
crime against humanity,

Continued on Page 06

FBR clarifies
changes in
2025 income
tax return form

FBR says new column
aims to assess asset
market value accurately

StarF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has issued a clarification
regarding changes made to
the income tax return form
2025, just days before the
deadline for filing returns.

The deadline for filing in-
come tax returns remains
September 30, the FBR
said. However, reports
emerged that a new col-
umn had been added to the
IRIS form, requiring tax-
payers to disclose the mar-
ket value of their assets.

Continued on Page 06

to run training camps in Afghanistan, he
said while responding to a question during
a press conference in Islamabad.

He highlighted that many among the re-
cently killed terrorists were from Afghani-
stan. The CM called on the Taliban rulers
in Afghanistan to abide by the Doha agree-
ment, in which “you committed not to let
your soil be used against any country”.
Bugti’s statement is the latest in repeated
blames by Islamabad of terror outfits using
Afghan soil to carry out attack in Pakistan.

Continued on Page 06

PESHAWAR: A man was died while his
son was injured in a landmine explosion
at Khamzai area of the Pewar locality
of the tribal district Kurram, said police
sources on Thursday. Police source have
said the victims, father and son were
on way to a mountain at the bordering
locality of Pewar wherein a landmine
planted in the ground was exploded re-
sulting in the death of a person identified
as Hassan Ghulam on the spot while his
son Sadiq Hussain sustained injuries.

Continued on Page 06

Criminal conspiracy
Fmr French President
Sarkozy gets jail term

Sentence is harsher than many expected, and
a first in modern French political history

NEews DEsSk

PARID: Former French
president Nicolas Sarkozy
will soon be imprisoned
after he was sentenced
to five years in jail on
Thursday by a court that
found him guilty of criminal conspiracy over
dealings with Libya, an unprecedented pun-

ishment for a leading French political fig-
ure. The sentence was harsher than many
expected, and a first in modern French po-
litical history. Sarkozy, who was president
between 2007-2012, will spend time in jail
even if he appeals the ruling. As he exited
the courtroom, Sarkozy expressed his an-
ger at the ruling. “What happened today ...
is of extreme gravity in regard to the rule of

Continued on Page 06

“Terrorism is Pakistan’s biggest challenge, but Balochistan’s solution is political,” says PPP chairman

NAzIr S1yAL

KARACHI: To bring permanent peace
to the province, Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
said on Thursday that terrorism re-
mains the country’s biggest challenge,
stressing that Balochistan’s issues must
be resolved through political consensus
to ensure decisions benefit its people.
“Terrorism is Pakistan’s biggest chal-
lenge, but Balochistan’s solution is po-
litical... Decisions must be taken with
consensus so that people truly bene-
fit,” said Bilawal while addressing a
press conference in Karachi.

The country, particularly in the border-
ing provinces of KP and Balochistan,
has witnessed a surge in cross-border
terror incidents since Taliban rulers
returned to Afghanistan in 2021. In Au-
gust, the incidents surged by 74% com-
pared to July, according to a report by
the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and
Security Studies (PICSS).

Last month, the United States formally
designated the Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) and its militant faction,
the Majeed Brigade, as a Foreign Ter-

rorist Organisation (FTO). The move
also adds the Majeed Brigade as an
alias to BLA’s previous listing as a
Specially Designated Global Terrorist
(SDGT) group. The BLA, first desig-
nated as an SDGT in 2019, has claimed
responsibility for multiple attacks since
then, including suicide bombings car-
ried out by the Majeed Brigade. PPP
chairman, while speaking over flood
devastation in his presser, has called
for stronger federal support to revive
the agrlculture sector and provide relief

ar §

to flood-affected farmers, stressing that
food security challenges could intensify
if urgent steps were not taken.

Bilawal said that the country’s farmers
had suffered enormous damage dur-
ing the recent floods, particularly in
Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) and Gilgit Baltistan (GB). “[The]
floods dealt a major blow to our agri-
culture. Even today, water remains
in parts of Multan, Lodhran and Ba-
hawalpur. If food security is compro-
mised, the whole nation will suffer,”
he warned. hile defending the Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP),
PPP chairman said that PML-N lead-
ers had consistently acknowledged the
programme’s success. “If [the] ruling
party had taken a U-turn on its stance,
it was for them to explain,” he said.
The PPP leader highlighted that BISP
had been recognised internationally
as an effective social safety initiative,
with other countries seeking to repli-
cate its model. He added that Punjab
remained the province with the high-
est number of beneficiaries. Com-
menting on constitutional reforms,

Continued on Page 06

Maryam Nawaz criticizes PPP
for politicizing flood relief

ABID Raza

LAHORE, September 25: Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz has strongly criticized the Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) for what she termed
“politics over floods,” saying relief efforts
should remain above political point-scoring.
Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, the
Chief Minister said the PPP leadership, in-
cluding Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
had demanded that financial aid for flood vic-
tims be routed through the Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP). Maryam Nawaz
rejected this proposal, arguing that BISP pro-
vides only Rs 10,000 to each beneficiary, while her government is extending
up to Rs 1 million in most cases to those severely affected. “The PPP’s cam-
paign is deeply disappointing. Instead of supporting the victims together, they
are pushing for political mileage,” she said. “Our priority is to stand by the
people who have lost everything, not to indulge in political gimmicks.”
Maryam Nawaz added that the provincial government had already disbursed
significant amounts to thousands of affected families and would continue
to do so transparently. She urged all parties to work jointly for the reha-
bilitation of flood victims rather than turning relief work into a political
battlefield. “Flood response should be free from politics,” she stressed.
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Governor, digital
media experts discuss
youth empowerment

Governor Kundi emphasized that the youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
were highly talented and only need proper platforms and support to
fully realize their potential. He reiterated that the Governor House
would remain accessible to initiatives aimed at nurturing and em-
powering young people

PESHAWAR: Renowned digital media
specialist and Presidential Award re-
cipient Fahad Malik, along with Ayab
Ahmed, Advisor on the Standing Com-
mittee for Cabinet Secretariat, called
on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi at the Governor

House on Thursday.

The meeting centered on equipping
the province’s youth with digital exper-
tise and creating more opportunities
for their professional growth.

Governor Kundi emphasized that the
youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were
highly talented and only need proper
platforms and support to fully realize
their potential. He reiterated that the
Governor House would remain accessi-
ble to initiatives aimed at nurturing and

empowering young people.

Fahad Malik praised the Governor’s
consistent efforts and unwavering com-
mitment to the empowerment of both

Governor House.

and cooperation.

ince’s progress.

Governor Kundi emphasized that wom-
en’s active involvement was vital to
building an inclusive society.

He further underlined the importance

women and youth across the province.
Meanwhile, Naheed Shah Afridi, Di-
rector of Daily Frontier Post, called on
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi at the

The meeting reflected on the long-
standing affiliation of her late father,
Rehmat Shah Afridi, and the Frontier
Post with the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP). Building on this historic bond,
Naheed Shah Afridi expressed her re-
solve to revive and further strengthen
the relationship in the spirit of growth

The discussion focused on initiatives to
empower women and equip the youth
with essential skills to enable their
meaningful participation in the prov-

of creating opportunities for young
people to unlock their potential, reaf-
firming that the Governor House will
continue to support programs dedi-

cated to women’s empowerment and

youth development.

Naheed Shah Afridi lauded the Gov-
ernor’s vision and his unwavering
commitment to fostering inclusivity
and establishing platforms that uplift
women and youth across Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.

Similarly, a delegation led by Pir Mu-

hammad Anwar Junaid Shah of Gham-

kol Sharif Kohat, called on Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi.

The meeting included an exchange of
views on the country’s prevailing polit-

ical situation, the vital role of religious

scholars in promoting peace, ensuring
state stability, safeguarding national
unity, and other matters of mutual in-
terest.—APP

/

Embassy of Portugal
to Participate in cultural
programme in Lahore

LAHORE: The Embassy of Portugal in Islamabad will participate in the European Day of Languages 2025 in Lahore
from 26th to 27th September. The European Day of Languages celebration is co-organized by the Annemarie-Schim-
mel-Haus (German Cultural Centre) and the Alliance Francaise de Lahore, with the support of the EU Delegation,
highlighting Europe’s rich linguistic and cultural diversity. Ambassador of Portugal Frederico Silva, will also visit For-
man Christian College to hold an interactive session with students and faculty on the themes “Portugal and Pakistan
Bilateral Relations” and “Portuguese Language — A Global Voice” and emphasize the global relevance of Portuguese
language, spoken by more than 260 million people across continents.] During his stay in Lahore, the Ambassador will
also meet Ministers of Punjab Government, other prominent Lahore business and cultural personalities, reaffirming
\_Portugal’s commitment to dialogue, inclusivity, and strengthened bilateral ties with Pakistan. -DNA J

~

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa  Adviser on
Information, Barrister Mu-
hammad Ali Saif, has said
that the Pakistan Army,
with the prayers of Pa-
kistani mothers and the
support of the nation, has
crushed India’s arrogance.
Speaking at a ceremony
held in connection with
“Operation Bunyan Mar-
sus” here Thursday, Barris-
ter Saif said India believed
it could defeat Pakistan,
but by the grace of Allah,
the enemy was handed
such a defeat that it will
remember for a lifetime.
“The victory of our armed
forces is the victory of
the entire nation, and for
this we must thank Allah
Almighty,” he remarked.
He further emphasized
that nations are not built
by airplanes or skyscrap-
ers but through the spirit
and support of their peo-
ple. He urged the youth
to remain vigilant in the
era of fifth-generation
warfare, which seeks to
instill hatred in people’s
hearts against their own
country. “Your hearts
should carry the colors
of the Pakistani flag. As
long as this spirit lives
within us, the enemy will
never forget the strength
of Pakistan,” Barrister
Saif said. The adviser
also highlighted that Paki-
stan’s progress is only pos-
sible with public support
and national unity. —APP

Maryam inaugurates first
electro bus service in S Punjab

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Pun-
jab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on Thursday inaugu-
rated the firstever electro
bus service in Dera Ghazi
Khan, terming it a historic
milestone in transforming
the transport culture of
south Punjab. Speaking
at the inaugural ceremo-
ny, the Chief Minister an-
nounced the launch of a
Metro Bus Service for Dera
Ghazi Khan and declared
that every district of South
Punjab — including Rajan-
pur, Layyah, Muzaffargarh
and Taunsa — would be pro-
vided with electric buses.
Under the first phase, 101

electro buses are being al-
located for the Dera Ghazi
Khan division.

She further revealed that
a South Punjab Secretariat
would convene in Baha-
walpur, Rahim Yar Khan,
Multan and Dera Ghazi
Khan every month to ad-
dress people’s grievances
directly. Beginning her
speech in Saraiki, she said,
“It is a matter of joy for me
to be among you. Where
there is the seat of Lahore,
there will also be the seats
of Bahawalpur, Multan and
Dera Ghazi Khan.”
Maryam Nawaz described
the project as a gift for or-

dinary citizens, students,
women and especially per-
sons with disabilities. She
personally instructed the
bus conductor to give spe-
cial care to differently-abled
passengers and awarded
him a prize. The Chief Min-
ister traveled on the newly
launched electro bus from
Jail Road Bus Stop to the
ceremony venue. Citizens
showered flowers on the
vehicle along the route, while
schoolchildren in traditional
attire presented her bouquets.
The Border Military Police and
women officers of Baloch Lev-
ies offered her a guard of hon-
our upon arrival.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik
Malik, held a meeting today with Chairman National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA),
Lieutenant General Inam Haider Malik.

AIOU digital
revival of
Quranic

manuscripts

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU), on
Thursday, signed an agree-
ment regarding the preser
vation, documentation and
scholarly revival of Qur’anic
manuscripts.

The purpose of this agreement
was to safeguard this great in-
tellectual and spiritual heritage
in line with modern require-
ments and to transmit it to
future generations. The agree-
ment was reached between
the Department of Qur’an
and Tafseer at AIOU and
Pakistan’s renowned Digital
Quranics Manuscripts Project,
signed by Project Head Prof
Dr Muhammad Samiullah on
behalf of Quranics, while Prof
Dr Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi,
Dean Faculty of Arabic and
Islamic Studies on behalf of
AIOU, said a press release.
This agreement was not only
a revolutionary step toward
preserving Qur’anic treasures
in digital and research-based
formats but would also provide
new direction to the academic
world. According to the agree-
ment, workshops, seminars
and research activities at BS,
MS, MPhil, and PhD levels
would be promoted. Scholar-
ships and research opportu-
nities were also provided for
faculty and students. Under
this landmark collaboration
both parties expressed their
commitment to align the schol
arly and research heritage of
Qur’'an and Tafseer with con-
temporary digital standards.
Speaking the occasion, Prof Dr
Muhammad Samiullah said,
“We will collect comprehen-
sive data on ancient Qur’anic
manuscripts available across
Pakistan, centralize it, subject
it to scientific analysis and re-
search —DNA

NHA to
complete
Rs1.4t uplift

schemes

ISLAMABAD: The National
Highway Authority (NHA) is
poised to complete around 39
development projects worth
over Rs 1,406.3 billion during
the current fiscal year Accord-
ing to documents available
with Wealth Pakistan, these
schemes were approved last
year and subsequently exe-
cuted. Originally, they were
part of the Public Sector De-
velopment Program (PSDP).
The approved cost of the
schemes was Rs1,111.8 bil-
lion, which was later revised
to Rs1,406.3 billion. As per
the documents, the allocated
cost of Rs1,406.3 billion in-
cludes foreign aid of Rs56.7
billion and local funding of
Rs1,349.6 billion. - DNA

Recognition by Europe
slap in Israel face: Nusrat

ISLAMABAD: Political and social leader
Nusrat Khan has said that the recogni-

tion of the Palestinian state by Britain,
Canada, and Australia is nothing less
than a slap in the face of Israel.

In a statement, Nusrat Khan said that
the reality is that the effects of the re-
cent defense agreement between Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia have begun to
appear not only on the regional level
but also globally.

On one hand, the cooperation between
the two brotherly Islamic countries
can influence American and Israeli in-
terests in Middle Eastern politics, and
on the other hand, it will play a key
role in restraining the extremist Jew-
ish Prime Minister Netanyahu.
Nusrat Khan said that there is a strong
possibility that in the near future,
more Arab countries will also join the
Pakistan-Saudi defense agreement and
practically disassociate
from the double standards of the Unit-
ed States and Israel. - DNA

themselves

ISSI forges collaborative partnership
with Kuwaiti think-tank RRC

ISLAMABAD: Build-
ing on its international
partnerships, the Insti-

tute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI) has
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with the Reconnaissance
Research Centre (RRC) -
Kuwait’s first independ-
ent, non-governmental
think-tank. The MoU was
signed by Ambassador
Sohail Mahmood, Direc-
tor General, ISSI, and
Mr. Abdulaziz M. Al-An-
jeri, Founder and CEO,
Reconnaissance Re-
search Cente, respective-
ly. The on-line event was
attended by Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Kuwait
Dr. Zafar Igbal; and Ms.
Amina Khan, Director,
Centre for Afghanistan,

Middle East, and Africa
(CAMEA), ISSI.

Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, in his remarks
on the occasion, com-
mended the leadership
of RRC for promoting di-
alogue and exchange of
knowledge in the Gulf re-
gion. He expressed spe-
cial appreciation for the
initiative taken by Am-
bassador Dr. Zafar Igbal
and proactive support
extended to help forge
this institutional rela-
tionship between the two
think-tanks. Noting the
long-standing historical,
cultural and diplomatic
ties between Pakistan
and Kuwait, Ambassador
Sohail Mahmood stressed
the signing of the MoU
would pave the way for

deeper research and ac-
ademic collaboration.
He highlighted the wide
range of subjects for joint
cooperation, fostering
people-to-people links
as a vital component of
the overall fraternal re-
lations between the two
countries. He reaffirmed
ISSI's commitment to de-
veloping intellectual and
institutional  synergies
with RRC, and working
towards the realisation
of practical goals.

Mr Abdulaziz M. Al-An-
jeri described the sign-
ing of the MoU as a sig-
nificant milestone that
will enable pursuance
of a concrete plan of ac-
tion. He appreciated the
support extended by the
Pakistan Ambassador in

Kuwait in facilitating the
MoU and stressed the
importance of building a
practical and result-ori-
ented partnership. Em-
phasizing concrete steps
for forging an impactful
relationship, CEO Dr.
Al-Anjeri expressed the in-
tention to establish a ded-
icated unit at RRC for fol-
low-up on the MoU and to
focus on Kuwait-Pakistan
cooperation and related
regional issues.

Ambassador Dr. Zafar
Igbal expressed his grat-
itude at the signing of
the MoU and reaffirmed
his continued support for
closer  people-to-people
relations between Paki-
stan and Kuwait including
between the think-tanks.
He also lauded the Recon-

naissance Research Cen-
tre and ISSI for working
together to pursue new
avenues of cooperation.
The MoU marks a vital
step forward in strength-
ening closer collabora-
tion between Pakistan
and Kuwait, particularly
in the academic, research
and think-tanks domains.
The central element of
the MoU is the exchange
of officials and experts for
the purposes of research,
field study, professional
training, exchange of views,
and sharing of experience
in the areas of common
interest. Joint scientific
research, events, and ex-
change of publications will
also constitute part of the
agreed framework of co-
operation.—APP

NCHR organises workshop
on KP Protection, Welfare
Policy on Transgender

PESHAWAR:The Social
Welfare Department, Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, in collaboration
with National Commission
for Human Rights (NCHR)
and Blue Veins, organized
a Validation Workshop on
the proposed Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Protection and
Welfare Policy on Trans-
gender & Intersex Per-
sons 2025. The workshop
brought together represent-
atives from government
departments, including the
Police Department, NAD-
RA, Health, Right to Infor-
mation and Services Com-
mission, Child Protection &

Welfare Commission, Com-
mission on Status of Wom-
en, Directorate General of
Law and Human Rights,
civil society, academia,
legal experts, media, and
transgender leaders to dis-
cuss and validate the draft
policy, a landmark step
toward ensuring dignity,
rights, and equal oppor-
tunities for transgender
persons in the province.
Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Umara Khan, Addi-
tional Secretary, Social
Welfare Department, reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment: “The So-
cial Welfare Department

is dedicated to creating
an enabling environment
where transgender per-
sons can live with dignity
and equal rights. This
policy reflects our resolve
to translate constitution-
al guarantees into reality
and to ensure no one is
left behind.” Farzana Jan,
President of the TransAc-
tion Alliance, appreciated
the inclusive process of
policy development and
called for its swift en-
actment: “For years, the
transgender community of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
been waiting for meaningful
policy reforms._APP

Moot on strategic realignments in
the Indian Ocean region concludes

Lahore: The Maritime Cen-
tre of Excellence (MCE) or-
ganized second conference
titled “Shifting Tides Re-
visited: Strategic Realign-
ments in the Indian Ocean
Region - One Year On” at
Pakistan Navy War College
(PNWC), Lahore.

The conference focused
on the evolving strategic
landscape of the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) amid
intensifying  great-power
rivalry, the growing impact
of emerging technologies,
and Pakistan’s adaptive
strategies= While address-
ing the gathering, former
Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee Gen Zu-
bair Mahmood Hayat (Retd)
stated: “If any violence or
mischief is planned or exe-
cuted against Pakistan from

the sea, the onus of what
happens thereafter square-
ly rests on Bharat’s shoul-
ders. Let there be no ambi-
guity; Pakistan’s response
will be swift, unexpected
and meaningful.”

Former Foreign Minister
Ms Hina Rabbani Khar, in
her remarks on the evolv-
ing maritime challenges of
the Indian Ocean, empha-
sized the importance of dip-
lomatic foresight, regional
cooperation and multilater-
al engagement.

Earlier, President MCE
and Commandant PNWC
Rear Admiral Sohail Ah-
mad Azmie welcomed the
distinguished guests in
his opening remarks and
highlighted the strategic
significance of the IOR and
the challenges arising from

international disputes.
Other eminent speakers
included Advisor NCA
and former DG SPD Lt
Gen Khalid Ahmed Kidwai
(Retd); former Foreign
Secretary Ambassador Ai-
zaz Ahmad Chaudhry; Vice
Admiral Khan Hasham Bin
Saddique (Retd); Presi-
dent National Institute of
Maritime Affairs (NIMA)
Vice Admiral Ahmed Saeed
(Retd); President Centre
for Aerospace and Security
Studies (CASS) Islamabad
Air Marshal Javaid Ahmed
(Retd); Director External
Linkages QAU Prof Dr
Salma Malik; Rear Admiral
Syed Faisal Ali Shah (Retd);
and Executive Director
Strategic Vision Institute
(SVI) Brig Dr Naeem Salik
(Retd).—APP
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SEAFOOD GRAVIES, SERVED WITH YOUR CHOICE
OF RICE OR CHOW MEIN AND COMPLIMENTARY

MINT MARGARITA AND FISH CRACKERS.

Starting at just Rs. 1195 +tax
Available daily from 12 PM to 6 PM

Lower Ground Floor, Mosaic District, 1-8 Markaz
0300-5845530 | 051-8840526 | 051-8840527
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

SEPTEMBER

Sept01/Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01/Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01/Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept07/Brazil
Independence Day

Sept09/DPR Korea
National Day

Sept09/Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept16/Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Septl6/Mexico
National Day

Septl6/Papua  New

Guinea
Independence Day

Sept18/Chile
National Day

Sept21/Malta
Independence Day

Sept23/Saudi Arabia
National Day

Airlines

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

Hospitals

CMH.....covevemerenne 5611111
MH.....coovvvirenrenrenenne 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.... 5556311-4
RGH......ccceeuenenee. 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....cccocveene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666
AR
SR
b oz “_1-, 13‘
[0

o E

Departments
CDA......coeveenen 9221334-43

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
PotoharTown......... 9209224
Rawal Town............ 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Pakistan and Italy reatfirm
strong bilateral partnership

Senator Sarmad Ali thanked Italian Ambassador for her support and emphasized the importance of parliamentary ex-
changes in promoting closer cooperation. He expressed optimism that sustained interaction between the two Friendship
Groups would continue to strengthen parliamentary diplomacy and contribute to an enduring Pakistan-Italy partnership

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate of Pakistan, Syed
Yousuf Raza Gillani, reaffirmed today the warm and
cooperative relations between Pakistan and Italy,
emphasizing that the partnership is rooted in mutual
respect and expanding collaboration. He made these
remarks at a luncheon hosted in honor of the Italian
Ambassador to Pakistan, Mrs. Marilina Armellin, by
Senator Sarmad Ali, Chairman of the Pakistan-Italy
Parliamentary Friendship Group, in Islamabad. Chair-
man Senate noted that Italy remains one of Pakistan’s
largest trading partners within the European Union,
underscoring the importance of strengthening eco-
nomic and political linkages. He highlighted the role
of the vibrant Pakistani diaspora in Italy, which contin-
ues to serve as a vital bridge between the two nations.
The Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan expressed ap-
preciation for the work of the Parliamentary Friend-
ship Groups in the parliaments of both countries.
Conveying the greetings of Ms. Sara Ferrari, Chair-
person of the Italy-Pakistan Friendship Group in
the Italian Parliament, she expressed hope that Ms.
Ferrari will be visiting Pakistan soon. Noting that the
Senate Chairman and Senate delegations had visited
Italy twice in the last year, she voiced confidence that
members of the Italian Parliament and Senate would
reciprocate such engagements to further deepen
bilateral ties. Senator Sarmad Ali, in his remarks,
thanked the Ambassador for her support and em-
phasized the importance of parliamentary exchang-
es in promoting closer cooperation. He expressed
optimism that sustained interaction between the
two Friendship Groups would continue to strength-
en parliamentary diplomacy and contribute to an
enduring Pakistan-Italy partnership. The luncheon
was attended, among others, by the Federal Law Min-
ister Senator Azam Nazir Tarrar, Minister of State |
for Law Barrister Aqeel Malik, MNA Syed Naveed ¥
Qamar, Senator Shahadat Awan, and Advisor to
Chairman Senate & Ambassador ISC Misbah Khar.

f

Govt unvelils

national

resilience plan

ISLAMABAD:The federal government
has begun shaping a new National Resil-
ience Plan 2025-2026 to better prepare
Pakistan for the next monsoon season,
aiming to reduce the destruction caused
by floods and other natural disasters. At
a meeting in Islamabad on Thursday,
Federal Minister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coordination Dr.
Musadik Malik and National Disas-
ter Management Authority (NDMA)
Chairman Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik agreed on a roadmap
to strengthen disaster preparedness,
response, and recovery mechanisms.
“The National Resilience Plan must be

outcomefocused, with clear strategies
to reduce the losses resulting from
such calamities—whether in terms of
human lives, infrastructure, crops, or
livestock,” Dr. Malik said, stressing the
need for tangible results for vulnerable
communities. The NDMA chairman
underscored the importance of map-
ping Pakistan’s most vulnerable regions
and tailoring disaster readiness to local
risks. “Floods, cloudbursts, glacial melt,
GLOFs (glacial lake outburst floods), and
landslides all require different responses.
Preparing for these localized risks is es-
sential for building resilience,” Lt. Gen.
Malik noted. Pakistan has faced repeated

devastation from extreme weather in re-
cent years, most notably the catastrophic
2022 floods, which displaced millions and
caused billions in damage. Officials say
the upcoming plan seeks to avoid a repeat
by identifying high-risk areas, integrating
scattered response systems, and ensuring
faster, more coordinated relief operations.
Dr. Malik also acknowledged weaknesses
in the current system, calling it fragment-
ed. “It requires integration into a single,
streamlined framework that is quick,
coordinated, and effective,” he said, reaf-
firming the government’s commitment
to working closely with NDMA and other
stakeholders.—APP

Aleem assures support for
business friendly environment

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Communications Abdul Aleem Khan
has reaffirmed the Federal Govern-
ment’s commitment to upgrading
the road network across the country,
terming it vital for the masses and
the business community. He said this
while addressing an impressive cere-
mony titled “A Night of Celebration”
held in honour of renowned business
personality and newly elected Pres-
ident of Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI), Sardar Ta-
hir Mehmood. The event was hosted
by Chaudhry Abdul Rauf, Chairman
Fair Deal Group of Companies.

Highlighting major road projects, the
Minister said that the Sukkur-Hyder-

abad and Hyderabad-Karachi Motor-
way, the country’s most important
motorway, will soon be inaugurated
this year and is expected to be fully
completed within two years. He said
this project will connect Sukkur with
Karachi Port, playing a pivotal role
in boosting the national economy. He
also informed that the N-25 (Kara-
chi-Quetta) project is under construc-
tion and will be completed soon.

He announced that another strategic
project from Mansehra to Kaghan,
Naran, and Babusar Top is under
consideration, to be built on a mo-
torway pattern, serving as an alter-
nate to the Karakoram Highway. He
further disclosed that work on the

Sialkot-Kharian-Rawalpindi Motorway
is about to begin, which will reduce
the Lahore-Islamabad distance by
100 kilometers, cutting travel time to
just two and a half hours. Similarly, a
Kasur-Lahore-Okara-Sahiwal road link
connected with the Karachi Motor-
way is also being considered. Ab-
dul Aleem Khan said that Pakistan
is blessed with immense opportu-
nities and resources, and despite
challenges, the nation has the re-
silience to bring the country back
on the path of progress. He as-
sured the business community of
his full support, pledging to act as
their advocate for ensuring a busi-
ness-friendly environment.—DNA

Future of Pakistan

belongs to its
youth: Mashhood

ISLAMABAD :The National Youth Summit 2025 was held on
Thursday at the Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA)
in Islamabad. The event was organized by Act International in
collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA) and the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme (PMYP)
under the theme “Youth Action, Global Impact.” Chairman
Prime Minister’s Youth Programme (PMYP), Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan, while addressing the summit as chief guest, said
that Pakistan’s progress and global standing depend on the
strength and determination of its youth. He declared that “We
must provide our youth an environment where their future can
flourish as the future of Pakistan, and indeed the world, be-
longs to its youth.” He emphasized that under the leadership
of Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, the govern-
ment is utilizing all available resources for youth empow-
erment. He lauded the participation of young leaders from
across Pakistan — including Balochistan, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan — and praised their determi-
nation, calling it “commendable.” Highlighting the govt’s
commitment to merit, Mashhood recalled that in the past
the Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif eliminated the “booti
mafia” and nepotism culture in Punjab, enabling talented
students to succeed. “A girl from Yazman topped her exams
despite being the first in her family to study beyond matric-
ulation. This is what happens when a fair system supports
talent,” he noted. He further underlined Pakistan’s recog-
nition on the international stage, referring to the recent
defense agreement with Saudi Arabia. “This is a positive
development, and protecting Saudi Arabia is now our re-
sponsibility,” he remarked. The summit featured a Training
of Trainers (ToT) supported by UNFPA and Canada, where
92 members of the National Youth Council were trained
in leadership, climate action, health, and gender equality.
Sessions also included a debate on “Climate Justice and
Resilience,” a panel on “Life Skills and Reproductive
Health Education,” and creative performances high-
lighting youth aspirations. Mubashir Banuri, CEO of Act
International, shared that his organization has reached
over 4.6 million individuals, trained 3,000 teachers, sup-
ported 34,000 youth through helplines.—APP

NUML signs strategic MoUs to foster
sustainable urban uplift

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National University of Modern Languages
(NUML) successfully hosted a Memorandums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) signing ceremony, bringing together leading organi-
zations from Pakistan’s real estate, planning, and financial sectors
to strengthen academia-industry linkages for sustainable commu-
nity development. Director General NUML, Brig Nadeem As-
ghar (Retd), signed the MoUs on behalf of the university with
eminent leaders of the real estate industry. The distinguished
signatories included Dr. Ayesha Khan, CEO of the Akhter
Hameed Khan Foundation (AHKF); Mr. Muhammad Ejaz,
CEO of Arif Habib Dolmen REIT Management Limited (AH-
DRML); Ch. Naeem Qamar, CEO of The Garden Residence;
Dr. Ghulam Sarwar Sandhu, Vice Chancellor of the Pakistan
Council of Urban Planners; Mr. Zahid Latif Khan, Chairman
of Zahid Latif Khan Securities (Pvt.) Ltd. and ZLK Islamic Fi-
nancial Services (ZLK-IFS); and Mr. Sagheer Mushtaq, CEO
of ISE Tower REIT Management Company Limited. Speaking
on the occasion, Rector NUML, Maj Gen Shahid Mahmood
Kayani HI(M) (retd) emphasized that these partnerships are
a step towards building sustainable, affordable, and inclusive
housing while promoting resilient cities in Pakistan. He not-
ed that NUML is committed to providing knowledge inputs,
research forums, and the innovative energy of young minds,
while industry partners will reciprocate by offering logistical
support, sponsorships, and platforms for advocacy and knowl-
edge sharing. He stressed that while academia and industry
alone cannot bring large-scale impact, collective efforts can
achieve meaningful and lasting change. The Rector also high-
lighted NUML's dedicated think tank, the Pakistan Society for
Real Estate Studies (PRES), which has been established with

greater industry participation than academia to foster deeper
engagement and collaboration. PRES serves as a bridge be-
tween thought and practice, advancing research-based policy
dialogues, capacity-building, and innovative solutions to ad-
dress Pakistan’s urban challenges. He further expressed op-

timism that forthcoming initiatives such as the International
Conference on Real Estate (ICRE) and the development of
policy papers under NUML and PRES will act as torchbearers
for inclusive, sustainable, and resilient cities, ensuring safe
and prosperous living for future generations.

Soya, palm
oilimports
grew 92.34%
&29.14%

ISLAMABAD:Edible oil im-
ports, including soya bean
and palm, into the country
during the first two months
of the current financial year
grew by 92.43 per cent and
29.14 per cent, respectively
as compared to the imports
of the corresponding period
of the last year. During the
period from July-August,
2025, 609,996 metric tons
of palm oil worth $639.629
million were imported as
compared to the imports of
529,621 metric tons valued
at $495.291 million of the
same period of the last year,
according to the data of the
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics. Meanwhile, 39,039
metric tons of soya bean
oil costing $42.738 million
were also imported in order
to fulfill the local require-
ments of vegetable ghee
and cooking, as against the
import of 22,960 metric
tons worth of $22.210 mil-
lion of the same period of
the last year. However, sug-
ar imports in the last two
months of the current finan-
cial year decreased by 19.48
per cent as 559 metric tons of
sugar valued at $571,000 were
imported as compared to the
imports of 696 metric tons val
ued at $709,000 of the same
period of the last year—APP

PTA hosts
communi-
ty-centered
connectivity

workshop

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA) organized a two-day
workshop on Communi-
ty-Centered  Connectivity
(CCC) Chairman PTA Ma-
jor General (R) Hafeez ur
Rehman reviewed the mock
CCC models developed by
participants. According to
a news release, the Chair-
man emphasized that dig-
ital access and inclusion
remain central to PTA’s
vision, and CCC offers an
innovative and sustainable
solution to “connect the
unconnected.” Based on
the training content and
tools, workshop partici-
pants developed four CCC
solution models tailored
for Pakistan, designed to
be built, operated, and
sustained by local com-
munities. The workshop
was organized in collabo-
ration with the ISOC and
the GDIP. The workshop
was attended by represent-
atives from MolIT&T, PTA,
FAB, USF, NRSP, SRSP,
Community Development
Foundation, as well as
telecom  operators.—APP
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD: Nine people
were injured when a speed-
ing van overturned near
Chakri Road in Rawalpindi
on Thursday

morning. According to res-
cue officials, the driver lost
control of the vehicle due to
overspeeding and flipped
over, causing injuries to
all passengers on board, a
private news channel re-
ported. The injured were
shifted to a nearby hospital,
where some are reported
to be in serious condition.
Rescue officials said four
of the injured were treated
on the spot, while the other
five were shifted to a nearby
hospital-APP

Expert calls

for stronger
lung cancer
awareness

ISLAMABAD:Expert mark-
ing World Lung Cancer Day
stressed the importance of
combating smoking and en-
vironmental hazards, with
lung cancer impacting 65
million people globally and
ranking as the third most
common cancer. A leading
pulmonologist, Prof. Dr.
Faisal Asad, in an exclusive
conversation with a local
news channel, emphasized
the urgent need for public
awareness about the causes
and prevention of lung cancer.
Every year on September 25,
World Lung Day is observed
as an important reminder of
the need to protect and care
for our lung health. Aimed at
building a future with healthier
lungs, the day brings together
individuals, healthcare experts
and organizations worldwide
to raise awareness and advo-
cate for improved strategies
and policies for the prevention
and control of lung diseases,
he explained. He high-
lighted that smoking remains
the leading risk factor, but en-
vironmental pollution and occu
pational exposure to harmful
substances also significantly
contribute to the rising num-
ber of lung cancer cases. Dr.
Faisal particularly stressed
the importance of educating
the public, especially the
youth, about the long-term
health impacts of smoking
and poor air quality.—APP

BGI offers 500
Genomics,
Biotechnology
training

ISLAMABAD: The Beijing
Genomics Institute (BGI)
has announced 500 training
scholarships for Pakistani
experts in genomics and
biotechnology, marking
a new frontier in the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) that extends
cooperation beyond infra-
structure into health, food
security, and advanced sci-
ence. According to a state-
ment from the Ministry of
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Federal
Minister Prof. Ahsan Igbal,
during his visit to BGI head-
quarters in Guangzhou,
hailed the initiative as a
milestone for Pakistan’s de-
velopment, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Thursday. —APP

Ali Pervaiz hosts
PARCO board members

Federal Minister Ali Pervaiz reiterated the government’s resolve to address challenges facing the pe-
troleum sector, while the Board members acknowledged his leadership and support in driving reforms
and sectoral development

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Petroleum, Mr. Ali Pervaiz Ma-
lik, hosted a dinner in Islamabad
in the honor of Board of Direc-
tors of Pak-Arab Refinery Limited
(PARCO). The gathering reflected
the government’s commitment to
fostering collaboration with the en-
ergy sector and advancing Pakistan’s
refining and petroleum industry. The
event, held to welcome the foreign
board members from Mubadla En-
ergy, was attended by a gathering
of high-profile dignitaries, including
Federal Ministers, Members of
Parliament, senior officials from
the Petroleum Division, and oth-
er distinguished guests from the
energy sector. Federal Minister
Ali Pervaiz reiterated the gov-
ernment’s resolve to address
challenges facing the petroleum
sector, while the Board members
acknowledged his leadership and
support in driving reforms and
sectoral development. The dinner
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Chairman PARCO Board and
Secretary, Ministry of Energy (Pe-
troleum Division); along with other
PARCO Board members Mr. Adnan
Omar Bu Fateem, Vice Chairman
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PARCO Board and Chief Operat-
ing Officer, Mubadala Energy; Dr.
Mikael Berthod, Head of Joint
Venture Management, Refining
& Business Development, OMV
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Refining & Marketing MEA, Abu
Dhabi; Mr. Zayed Al Mazrouei and
Mr. Salem Al-Braiki, Representa-
tives of Mubadala Energy; as well
as Mr. Irteza Ali Qureshi, Manag-

was attended by Mr. Momin Agha,

ing Director, PARCO, and other
dignitaries. The event provided a
platform to reinforce strong part-
nerships and align on shared prior-
ities for Pakistan’s energy future.

Minister unvelils
blue economy plans

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry on Thursday called
for urgent international efforts to pro-
tect oceans, warning that the world’s
seas are under mounting pressure from
climate change, pollution, and overuse.
In a message marking World Maritime
Day, Junaid Anwar Chaudhry said
oceans stand at a “pivotal point” and
must be safeguarded as vital to environ-
mental sustainability, economic growth,
and global ecurity. The 2025 World Mar-
itime Day theme, “Our Ocean, Our Ob-
ligation, Our Opportunity,” highlights
the shipping industry’s responsibility to
ensure sustainable practices while rec-
ognizing the economic and climate ben-
efits oceans provide. “Our oceans are
not limitless; every action on land ech-
oes in the sea,” the minister said, urg-
ing governments, industries, scientists,
and citizens to share responsibility for
protecting marine ecosystems. Minister
Chaudhry cited plastic waste, untreated
effluents, sea-level rise, and ocean acidi-

fication as key threats to marine life and
coastal communities. He reaffirmed
the government’s commitment to in-
ternational maritime and climate agree-
ments, pointing to mangrove restora-
tion and wetland conservation projects
as part of national adaptation efforts.
He also praised technological advances
in maritime logistics, digital monitor-
ing, and renewable ocean energy, de-
scribing them as essential to building
a “green blue economy.” The minister
said Pakistan’s location along the Ara-
bian Sea gave it both “opportunities
and responsibilities” to balance devel-
opment with conservation. He called
for stronger regional cooperation, sci-
entific research, and public awareness
campaigns to tackle maritime chal-
lenges. Minister Chaudhry further
stressed inclusive participation in the
sector, urging greater involvement of
youth, women, and local communi-
ties. “Together, we can protect our
oceans for future generations while
harnessing their potential for devel-
opment,” he said, calling for deeper
international partnerships, especial-
ly in the Indo-Pacific region. Turning

to national initiatives, the minister
announced that Pakistan Maritime
Week would be held from Novem-
ber 1 to 7, 2025, bringing together
stakeholders to showcase the coun-
try’s maritime potential. He also
unveiled ambitious projects for the
sector, including making the Gaddani
Ship Recycling Yards compliant with
the Hong Kong Convention, setting up
an Artificial Intelligence Maritime Sec-
retariat (AIMS), and digitizing seaport
operations. He said the Pakistan Na-
tional Shipping Corporation’s fleet is to
expand to 30 vessels within a year, while
maritime incubators, the country’s first
solar-powered fishing boat, and digital
pollution monitoring systems at Kara-
chi Port will also be introduced. “Sci-
entific surveys will be carried out in the
Exclusive Economic Zone, and Gwadar
Port and Free Zone will be developed
in line with International Maritime Or-
ganization standards”, he added. Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry concluded by paying
tribute to seafarers, fishermen, scien-
tists, environmentalists, port and ter-
minal operators, and those involved in
various maritime-related jobs.

Parking issue at Pak
Secretariat resolved

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad’s Pak Secretariat has long strug-
gled with a lack of proper parking space for government
employees and visitors and after years of complaints and
frequent traffic congestion, the district administration,
Capital Development Authority (CDA), and traffic police
have jointly implemented a new strategy that has eased
the situation. The initiative includes a valet service, des-
ignated parking sheds, and stricter enforcement against
illegal parking. For many years, employees and visitors at
the Secretariat faced difficulties due to inadequate park-
ing facilities. Cars were often parked along the roads, in
front of office blocks, and even on pedestrian walkways,
creating serious hurdles for movement. The shortage of
proper parking not only inconvenienced staff but also led
to frequent traffic jams inside the Secretariat premises.
The district administration, in collaboration with the CDA
and traffic police, introduced a detailed plan to address the
problem. A valet service has been launched across the Sec-
retariat, ensuring that vehicles are parked systematically in
designated spots. The service is now operational and has
been receiving positive response from government staff.
To enforce the new system, the traffic police have deployed

additional personnel in and around the Secretariat. Their
task is to keep an eye on vehicles, ensure smooth entry and
exit, and take prompt action against illegal parking. In addi-
tion, lifters are being used to remove cars parked in unau-
thorized places. Officials have clarified that the operation
applies equally to all vehicles, regardless of department or
rank. The Assistant Commissioner for the Secretariat has
been tasked with monitoring parking arrangements on a
daily basis. This step is intended to ensure that the new
plan is not only implemented but also sustained in the long
run. District officials explained that each block now has
space allocated for vehicle sheds, and these areas are the
only authorized parking points. Authorities have further
announced that if any vehicle is found parked outside the
designated sheds, it will be towed and shifted to the police
station. This measure, they say, is necessary to discourage
violations and maintain order. One of the key benefits of
the new parking scheme is that pedestrian movement has
improved. Earlier, footpaths and walking routes were often
blocked by vehicles, forcing staff and visitors to walk on the
roads. With the new system, footpaths have been cleared,
making movement safer and more convenient.

Romina, Balochistan CM vow

united action on climate change
AT - M :

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, and
the Prime Minister’s Coordinator
on Climate Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam have agreed to accelerate the
climate agenda through new projects
and closer cooperation between prov-
inces and the federal government.
During a meeting in Islamabad, the
two sides discussed Pakistan’s evolv-
ing climate priorities and the launch of
initiatives supported by international
climate financing mechanisms. The
talks focused on aligning federal and
provincial efforts to strengthen climate
resilience, improve environmental gov-
ernance, and tap resources from insti-
tutions such as the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank and Green Climate
Fund. Both officials underlined the ur-
gency of large-scale projects addressing
climate adaptation, renewable energy,
sustainable water management, and
nature-based solutions, alongside pro-
grams designed to empower commu-
nities and improve livelihoods. Alam
reaffirmed the federal government’s
commitment to providing provinc-
es with technical and institutional
support to secure international cli-
mate funding, stressing that timely
engagement with donors and strong
project design would be key to un-
locking resources and delivering

tangible impact. he Chief Minister

welcomed Alam’s proactive role in
building inter-provincial cooperation
and advancing the climate agenda
both nationally and globally, noting
the particular challenges faced by
Balochistan. The two sides ex-
plored ways to expand partner-
ships with development agencies,

enhance institutional readiness for
climate action, and ensure that pro-
jects prioritize community resilience,
green employment, and sustainable
growth. They agreed to integrate
climate resilience into Balochistan’s
development plans and pursue inno-
vative financing mechanisms to meet
Pakistan’s ambitious targets. Alam

emphasized that unified federal and
provincial action was essential to se-
cure global resources and establish
Pakistan as a regional climate leader.
“The climate challenge demands a
united front, with every province play-
ing its role in shaping a sustainable and
resilient future for our country,” Alam
said.

HEC announces
mandatory professional
certifications

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education Commission
(HEC) has announced a landmark initiative to en-
hance the employability of Pakistani graduates by
making professional internships and industry-rel-
evant certifications a mandatory part of all under-

graduate degree programmes.

This policy, which

builds on the Undergraduate Education Policy 2023,
is designed to bridge the gap between academic
knowledge and the practical skills required by to-
day’s job market. The directive, issued to all public
and private universities and degree awarding institu-
tions, emphasizes the critical importance of equip-
ping students with hands-on experience and glob-
ally recognized competencies. All undergraduate
programmes will now require a minimum of three
credit hours of supervised internship. Universities
have been encouraged to forge formal partnerships
with corporate entities, SMEs, and public sector
organizations to secure meaningful placements that
are directly relevant to students’ fields of study. The
advisory also promotes leveraging online intern-
ship platforms and remote working opportunities to
adapt to evolving market trends. In addition to in-
ternships, the new policy advises universities to in-
tegrate mandatory, industry-relevant certifications
into their curricula. These certifications, which can
be earned through recognized national and inter-
national bodies, are intended to provide students
with job-ready skills.

Universities have also been advised to accept
credit hours for certain certifications, provided
they align with the course learning outcomes and
are from a credible and recognized body. This
move incentivizes students to pursue additional
professional development and allows their certifi-
cations to count towards their academic progres-
sion. Specifically for Computer Science and IT
programmes, international certifications equiva-
lent to three credit hours may be used to replace

elective courses.

HEC’s initiative underscores a

national commitment to fostering a skilled work-
force capable of competing on both national and
international stages. By formalizing the link between
education and industry, HEC aims to ensure that every
Pakistani graduate is well-prepared to meet the de-
mands of a dynamic global economy.—DNA

ISLAMABAD:Federal
Ombudsman Ejaz Ahmad
Qureshi has taken suo motu
notice of the growing num-
ber of stray dogs in the feder-
al capital, following media re-
ports and public complaints
about increasing attacks, par-
ticularly on children and sen-
ior citizens. The Ombudsman
observed that negligence on
the part of the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) and
the Municipal Corporation of
Islamabad (MCI) has result-
ed in a worsening situation,
with incidents of dog bites
becoming a serious concern.
He directed the CDA and
MCT to ensure full implemen-
tation of the policy developed
by the Islamabad Wildlife
Management Board (IWMB)
to curb the stray dog popula-
tion. According to details, the
Ombudsman’s Secretariat re-
ceived numerous complaints
from residents regarding
stray dogs in residential are-
as, parks, hospitals, and mar-
kets. Taking notice of these
reports, the Ombudsman
instructed the concerned
authorities to find an urgent
and effective solution.—APP

Fogging drive
expands across
Islamabad
to eliminate
dengue

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration has intensi-
fied its anti-dengue campaign,
carrying out fogging oper-
ations in different neighbor-
hoods to prevent the spread of
the mosquito-borne virus. The
drive is being implemented in
phases, with teams focusing
on areas where dengue risk
is higher due to stagnant wa-
ter and thick vegetation. The
latest round of fogging has
covered residential sectors
including G-8 and G-9, where
field teams moved street
by street to ensure proper
spraying. Officials said the
campaign is not limited
to one part of the city and
will gradually be extended
to all urban and suburban
zones. Health department
representatives explained
that the fogging operation
is designed to eliminate
adult mosquitoes before
they multiply further. They
added that this effort is part
of a broader strategy that
also includes awareness ses-
sions.—APP

Lost & Found

My original allotment let-
ter of my house no 141,
Bahria Town Phase 3,
Street No 5, which was
lost, has been found.
Hamidun Nisa Wife of
Navid Igbal
0300-8551810
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Silent epidemic among
reproductive-aged women

Osuaz Fatima

OLYCYSTIC ovary syndrome is not a rare diagnosis confined to

academic clinics. It is one of the most common endocrine disor-
ders affecting reproductive aged women worldwide and imposes a pro-
found toll on physical health, mental wellbeing, and social opportunity.
Global meta analyses estimate prevalence between 5 and 12 percent
depending on the diagnostic criteria used, translating into tens of mil-
lions of affected women. Even conservative estimates note that up to
70 percent of these women remain undiagnosed, allowing a treatable
condition to progress into chronic disability. Pakistan sits at the center
of this crisis. Clinic and community based studies repeatedly report prev-
alence rates far higher than global averages. While worldwide prevalence
ranges between 5 and 12 percent, Pakistani hospital based studies have
documented prevalence as high as 21 to 30 percent. In different provinces,
figures fluctuate widely but often cluster in the high teens to over thirty
percent. Specialty infertility clinics show that PCOS is the leading cause of
anovulatory infertility in women presenting for care. These numbers are
reinforced by rising trends in obesity, insulin resistance, menstrual irreg-
ularity and psychological distress, all of which track closely with PCOS.
Several forces explain why the condition is both common and under recog-
nised in Pakistan. South Asian women are genetically predisposed to insu-
lin resistance and central obesity, and urbanisation, dietary westernisation
and sedentary lifestyles magnify this risk. South Asian women also develop
type 2 diabetes four to seven years earlier than women of European an-
cestry, and often at lower body mass indices. Around 50 to 70 percent of
women with PCOS show insulin resistance. Despite this, cultural attitudes
discourage open discussion of reproductive symptoms such as irregular
menstruation or hirsutism. Surveys suggest more than 60 percent of Paki-
stani women first resort to traditional remedies before consulting a doctor
for reproductive complaints. Primary care services do not routinely screen
for menstrual disorders, and frontline clinicians are often not well trained
in applying international diagnostic criteria. Consequently, women often
present late, usually when infertility or overt metabolic disease emerges.
Diagnosing PCOS is conceptually straightforward but operationally diffi-
cult. Criteria require combinations of menstrual irregularity, hyperandro-
genism and ovarian morphology. Yet there is variation between guideline
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sets, and differences in clinician interpretation. Ultrasound and biochem-
ical testing are unevenly available, especially outside urban centers. As a
result, prevalence estimates vary depending on whether studies use self
reported surveys, biochemical screening or ultrasound criteria. Treat-
ment is effective but unevenly distributed. Lifestyle modification is
the foundation; weight loss and physical activity can restore ovulatory
cycles and improve metabolic outcomes. Metformin enhances insulin
sensitivity, regulates cycles and facilitates ovulation.

PCOS is also under researched on a global scale. Although described
decades ago, research has been concentrated on reproductive outcomes
in high income countries. Few large scale longitudinal studies from low
and middle income nations have mapped the long term metabolic and
cardiovascular sequelae of PCOS. This is a critical gap because the South
Asian phenotype differs markedly from that of women of European de-
scent. The way forward requires multipronged public health strategies.
Primary care providers should be trained in pragmatic diagnostic algo-
rithms that combine clinical features with affordable tests. School based
education about menstrual health can reduce stigma and encourage
timely help seeking. Training for general practitioners and gynaecolo-
gists must include early detection of metabolic risks and integration of
mental health support. Policy makers should treat PCOS not merely as
an individual reproductive disorder but as a significant contributor to
the burden of non communicable disease. Population wide interventions
to reduce obesity and improve nutrition will reduce PCOS morbidity.
Fertility services need to be made affordable and equitably accessible.
Research efforts within Pakistan must expand. Standardised prevalence
studies are needed to provide reliable national data. Prospective cohorts
following adolescents into adulthood could illuminate the interaction be-
tween genetics and environment. Health systems research can identi-
fy practical models to deliver integrated care at the primary care level.
Community engagement is essential to dismantle cultural taboos. Part-
nerships with schools and women’s organisations can spread the mes-
sage that menstrual irregularity is a medical issue that warrants care.
When diagnosis and treatment are delivered early, outcomes improve
dramatically. Regular cycles, improved fertility and better metabolic
profiles are achievable. Just as importantly, the validation of women’s
symptoms reduces psychological distress and restores dignity. Re-
framing PCOS as a common, treatable medical condition rather than a
private source of shame will reduce stigma, encourage healthcare uti-
lisation and allow health systems to allocate resources appropriately.
Failing to act perpetuates a quiet epidemic that undermines individual
lives and national health. The evidence base is already strong enough to
justify national strategies that combine prevention, detection and treat-
ment. Pakistan cannot afford to ignore this hidden burden any longer.

Trump’s UNGA Speech Collapses
Before a Defiant World

Qamar Bashir

This shift was not sudden;
it was the culmination
of years of resentment.
Trump’s doctrine of “America
First” had alienated allies,
embittered partners, and
emboldened adversaries.
By weaponizing tariffs,
sanctioning friend and
foe alike, and dismantling
international agreements,
Washington had eroded the
very leverage it once wielded.
Countries that once tolerated
American dominance out
of necessity now saw little
reason to comply. As one
European delegate noted
privately, “When the US
withdraws, others rush in

HE United Nations General Assembly this year

became the stage for one of the most dramatic

reversals of American diplomatic influence in
modern memory. Sponsored jointly by Saudi Arabia
and France, the extraordinary emergency conference
convened to debate Israel’s naked, blatant, and cruel ag-
gression on Gaza and the West Bank. For decades, the
United States, with its vast economic, military, and diplo-
matic clout, had compelled nations to fall in line—wheth-
er by promises of aid, threats of sanctions, or pressure
through investment and trade. But this time, before the
eyes of the world, Washington’s narrative failed.
The global mood was unmistakable. Israel’s policies of
ethnic cleansing, occupation, and near-genocidal assault
on the Palestinian people were denounced with unprec-
edented unity. Trump, standing at the podium, ech-
oed Benjamin Netanyahu’s language of “security” and
“self-defense,” but those words fell flat. What was once
the unchallenged script for Western allies now sounded
hollow, archaic, and dangerous. Far from rallying be-
hind the United States, the overwhelming majority of
nations broke away, defiantly recognizing Palestine as a
sovereign state and announcing they would deal with it
directly in bilateral and multilateral forums. This was not
only a symbolic rebuke but also a practical shift: future
investment, aid, and diplomatic engagement would now
flow through Palestinian authorities, bypassing Israel.
What made the session even more remarkable was
that not a single major leader spoke in favor of the
United States or Israel. From Brazil’s Lula da Silva to
Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdo an, from Jordan’s King
Abdullah II to France’s Emmanuel Macron, from Aus-
tralia’s Anthony Albanese to Britain’s Keir Starmer,
from Canada’s Mark Carney to South Africa’s Cyril
Ramaphosa, and from South Korea’s Lee Jae-myung
to leaders across Asia, Africa, and Latin America—the
verdict was universal. Israel’s narrative, supported
and promoted by Trump, had collapsed. The applause
in the chamber made clear that the United States, for
the first time in UN history, stood alone.
Trump did not hide his contempt. He lashed out not
only at the leaders present but at the institution itself.
Climate change, he declared, was the “greatest con job
in history,” dismissing decades of scientific evidence on
rising seas, melting glaciers, intensifying hurricanes,
and the planetary threat of unchecked emissions. Gasps
rippled through the assembly as he accused the UN of

peddling fear and lies. He mocked international agree-
ments on climate, insisting that America would burn
coal, drill oil, and expand nuclear power without apol-
ogy. To many, it was more than denial—it was an open
invitation to environmental catastrophe.

Nor did Trump stop at Gaza or climate change. He de-
rided the United Nations as useless, ineffective, and
irrelevant. He promised to pull U.S. representatives
out of key agencies, and he vowed to slash funding—
funding that, for decades, Washington had leveraged
as its ultimate instrument of control. But instead of
weakening the UN, Trump’s threat spurred others into
action. Within hours, China, the European Union, and
several emerging economies pledged to fill the finan-
cial gap, signaling that they would seize the leadership
America was relinquishing. It was a symbolic passing of
the torch: power, influence, and responsibility were no
longer to be monopolized by Washington.

For Trump, the United States remained the indispen-
sable nation. He warned that no country could survive
without its blessing, invoking America’s military might
and economic reach. Yet his words rang hollow against
the backdrop of near-total isolation. In the past, weaker
nations might have bowed to U.S. pressure, clinging to
trade deals or fearing the loss of aid. But now, embold-
ened by collective strength, they no longer needed to.
The unifying cause of Palestine’s recognition had given
the world a new confidence. America’s threats sounded
less like the dictates of a superpower and more like the
frustrated cries of a bully whose grip was slipping.

This shift was not sudden; it was the culmination of
years of resentment. Trump’s doctrine of “America
First” had alienated allies, embittered partners, and
emboldened adversaries. By weaponizing tariffs,
sanctioning friend and foe alike, and dismantling in-
ternational agreements, Washington had eroded the
very leverage it once wielded. Countries that once tol-
erated American dominance out of necessity now saw
little reason to comply. As one European delegate not-
ed privately, “When the U.S. withdraws, others rush
in. They may have forgotten, but we have not.”

The recognition of Palestine marked a decisive moment.
It was not simply a diplomatic statement; it was a strategic
realignment. Humanitarian aid would bypass Israel. Sanc-
tions would be imposed directly on Tel Aviv. Military sales
would be withheld. Pension funds and sovereign wealth
investments would be divested. These measures, adopt-

ed with overwhelming consensus, marked the first time
Israel faced comprehensive, global punitive action. For
decades, its occupation had been shielded by U.S. vetoes
and Western complicity. Now, the shield was shattered.
Trump, furious, accused the assembly of hypocrisy and
cowardice. He mocked the idea of collective will, insist-
ing that only the United States could lead. But the cham-
ber had already moved on. Leaders from every continent
had made clear that the era of American dictates was
over. The collective will of nations would no longer bow
to one country’s interest. The loudest message of the
day was not in the words of presidents or prime minis-
ters but in the silence that followed Trump’s speech—an
emptiness where once applause would have echoed.
Perhaps the greatest irony is that America’s own power
remains immense. Militarily, economically, technologi-
cally, it still towers over much of the world. But power
without legitimacy is fragile. Influence without trust is
fleeting. Respect cannot be commanded by force alone.
Those nations that are weak or dependent may still flat-
ter America out of fear, but those that are strong from
within—confident, stable, and united—see no reason to
follow. They do not mistake America’s bluster for lead-
ership. What was witnessed at the UNGA was not just
a rejection of a speech; it was the exposure of a failing
doctrine. The belief that America could dictate terms,
ignore science, crush weaker nations, and shield Isra-
el indefinitely has collapsed. The world has spoken, not
in whispers but in unison, and it has chosen a different
path—one of defiance against aggression, of recognition
for Palestine, of collective resistance to unilateralism.
The United States, under Trump, has forgotten the
wisdom of humility, gratitude, and forgiveness. A tru-
ly strong nation does not alienate the world; it unites
it. A truly great power does not cling to dominance; it
earns respect through fairness and justice. By abandon-
ing these principles, America has not only lost leverage
but has endangered its own place in history. The verdict
from the UN General Assembly is clear: the world will
no longer be dictated to by a single power, no matter
how mighty. The future will be shaped not by one na-
tion’s arrogance but by the collective will of many.
— Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attache to Malaysia
Former MD, SRBC | Macomb, Michigan, USA

A Scattered Ummah and the Ruthless Python

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

The attack upon Iran
and Qatar is a warning.
Tomorrow it may be
another land, another
people, until the fire
reaches every doorstep.
The Qur’an and the Sunnah
do not leave us without
guidance. The Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him) said,
“The Muslim is the brother
of another Muslim.

He does not oppress him,
nor does he abandon
him, nor does he humiliate

him” (Sahih Muslim)

LLAH, the Creator of all worlds, fash-

ioned every living being with a nature

that defines its essence. The lion hunts,
the dove soothes, the bee labors, and the py-
thon strikes. Each follows the course carved
by its Creator, never departing from the law of
nature placed within. Yet, within creation, there
are moments when living beings act against
what seems to be their immediate instinct,
but never against the truth of their essence.
Among the creatures that mankind has feared
most stands the python or dragon, a beast of
destruction, devouring those around it. To liken
Israel to such a dragon is not exaggeration but
a reflection of its character. It seeks to harm, to
devour, to swallow its neighbors, never finding
satisfaction in conquest, never content in blood.
The attack upon Iran and then upon Qatar is not
an isolated act of violence; it is a message
writ in fire to the entire Muslim Ummah. It
declares that Israel, in its nature, cannot be-
long to anyone, cannot be molded to peace,
cannot be trusted with coexistence. It is
the dragon that will never share the sky but
seeks to burn all who dwell beneath it.
The Qur’an, revealed in the pure tongue of Ar-
abic, is explicit in its warning regarding those
who transgressed the covenant of Allah. “You
will surely find the most intense of the people in
animosity toward the believers [to be] the Jews
and those who associate others with Allah” (Su-
rah al-Ma’idah, 5:82). This was not revealed in
a foreign tongue but in the mother language of
the Arabs, that they may understand with clarity.
And yet, how strange it is that the very custodi-
ans of that tongue seem to distance themselves
from the decrees of their own Holy Book.

It pierces the heart to witness the scattered
state of the Arabs. Their oil, their wealth, their
palaces may shine, but their unity is dust.
How can a nation, upon which Allah bestowed
the Qur’an, turn away from the command of
that Book? The Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him) said, “The believers, in their
mutual kindness, compassion, and sympathy,
are just like one body. When one of the limbs
suffers, the whole body responds with wake-
fulness and fever” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih
Muslim). Yet today, while one limb burns in
Gaza, another bleeds in Lebanon, and another
is pierced in Syria, the rest slumber in com-
fort, as if severed from the body itself.

The dragon strikes Iran, the dragon strikes Qa-
tar, and the silence of Arabia echoes louder than
the cries of the oppressed. Is this silence not a
betrayal of the command of Allah? He says: “And
hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and
do not become divided. And remember the fa-
vor of Allah upon you—when you were enemies
and He brought your hearts together and you
became, by His favor, brothers” (Surah Aal-e-Im-
ran, 3:103). What greater division than this, that
while the Ummah is devoured, those with power
and wealth turn their faces away?

One must ask: do they not hear? Do they not
remember? The Qur’an came to them first,
the verses rang in their streets, their ances-
tors carried the message to the corners of the
earth. And yet, when the hour demands stead-
fastness, they falter. If the Arabs do not trem-
ble at the wounds of their brethren, have they
not lost the very heartbeat of that body?
Israel, the dragon, thrives on this disunity. It
knows that a divided Ummah cannot resist. It

knows that while one state pursues trade, an-
other seeks security, and another hides behind
silence, its fire can consume each in turn. The
lesson of history is plain: when the wolf comes,
the scattered flock falls, but when united, even
the lion retreats. Why then do the Arabs not
unite upon the verses of the Qur’an? Allah has
already decreed: “Indeed, Allah will not change
the condition of a people until they change what
is in themselves” (Surah ar-Ra’d, 13:11). If they
remain scattered, their fate will not change.

The attack upon Iran and Qatar is a warning. To-
morrow it may be another land, another people,
until the fire reaches every doorstep. The Qur’an
and the Sunnah do not leave us without guid-
ance. The Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said,
“The Muslim is the brother of another Muslim.
He does not oppress him, nor does he abandon
him, nor does he humiliate him” (Sahih Muslim).
What greater humiliation than to stand aside
while one’s brother is swallowed by the dragon?
This is not the time for silence, nor for diploma-
cy draped in fear. This is the time for the Ummah
to look back into the Qur’an, to revive the com-
mands of Allah, and to stand as one body once
more. If not, the dragon shall not only burn the
fields of others, but in its hunger it shall consume
those who believed they were safe behind walls
of gold. Allah’s promise is true: “And never will
the Jews or the Christians approve of you until
you follow their religion. Say, indeed, the guid-
ance of Allah is the [only] guidance” (Surah
al-Baqarah, 2:120). Let the Arabs take heed,
for the Qur’an is not merely to be recited in
melody but to be lived in action. The time has
come to awaken, to remember, and to unite
before the fire grows beyond all control.
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_ Energy
circular debt
elimination..

FroMm Pace 01
Independent Power Produc-
ers (IPPs).” Acknowledging
the financial sector’s con-
tribution, the prime minis-
ter praised Zafar Masood,
President of the Bank of
Punjab, as well as teams
from Meezan Bank, Habib
Bank, and other commer-
cial banks for their pivotal
support. He also commend-
ed the State Bank of Paki-
stan and the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) for facili-
tating the plan’s execution.
The Prime Minister under-
scored that the initiative
enjoyed the “behind-the-
scenes support” of Chief of
Army Staff Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, which
strengthened the govern-
ment’s reform drive. “This
is Team Pakistan’s suc-
cess,” he stressed, adding
that the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) had also
acknowledged  Pakistan’s
reform progress. “Yester-
day, I met the IMF Manag-
ing Director, who praised
Pakistan’s commitment
and speed of implementa-
tion. This is unprecedented
recognition,” he said. The
Prime Minister urged all
stakeholders to continue
working with “courage and
confidence” to overcome
challenges in the energy
sector. “Our macroeco-
nomic indicators, business
climate, and reforms are
receiving international rec-
ognition. If we maintain
this momentum, Pakistan
will surely emerge from its
difficulties,” he concluded.
The Federal Ministers for
Power, Petroleum, and Ad-
visors on Privatization were
also present at the signing
ceremony. Representatives
of banks from COCPPA,
Meezan Bank, and Habib
Bank, formally endorsed
the agreement on behalf
of the financial sector.

Asia Cup
crescendo:
it’s India...

FroMm PacGe 01
Despite a commendable
bowling performance,
the Bangladesh batsmen
struggled to build partner-
ships against a charged-up
Pakistani attack. Their in-
nings ultimately faltered,
leading to a comfortable
win for Pakistan and se-
curing their spot in the
final alongside India. With
India already securing
their final berth earlier
in the week, cricket fans
across the globe will now
witness the ultimate face-
off for the continental
title. The two teams have
already met twice in the
tournament, with India
emerging victorious in
both encounters. All eyes
now turn to Sunday, where
the rivalry will finally cul-
minate in a grand finale.
Earlier, Pakistan managed
to post a modest target of
136 runs for Bangladesh.
Taskin Ahmed returned
economical bowling fig-
ures of 3/28 and helped
Bangladesh curtail Paki-
stan to a below-par total
in the high-stakes match.
Bangladesh’s stand-in cap-
tain Jaker Ali’s decision to
field first paid dividends
as his team’s bowling
unit restricted Pakistan
to 135/8 in 20 overs.

Fmr French
President
Sarkozy...

FroMm Pace 01

law, and for the trust one
can have in the justice sys-
tem,” he told reporters. “If
they absolutely want me to
sleep in jail, I will sleep in
jail, but with my head held
high,” he said, adding that
he was innocent and that
the ruling was scandalous.

Sarkozy was found guilty
of criminal conspiracy over
efforts by close aides to pro-
cure funds for his 2007 pres-
idential bid from Libya dur-
ing the rule of late dictator
Muammar Gaddafi. He was
acquitted by the Paris court
of all other charges, includ-
ing corruption and receiving
illegal campaign financing.
However, the jail sentence
is enforceable immediate-
ly, with the judge saying
Sarkozy would have just a
short period to put his affairs
in order before prosecutors
call on him to head to jail.
That should happen within
a month. Sarkozy, who has
always denied the charges,
was accused of making a
deal with Gaddafi in 2005.

Excellent performance of
Interior Minister Naqvi

Equally significant 1s the Interior Minister's role in maintaining law and order. Recognizing
that safety is a fundamental requirement for any modern city, he has strengthened policing,
mtroduced imnovative security measures, and ensured swift action against crime

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The capital of Pakistan, holds a unique
place as the administrative, cultural and beautiful heart
of the nation. In recent times, its transformation into
a modern, liveable, and secure city has been credited
to the dynamic leadership and excellent performance of
Federal Minister for Interior, Mohsin Naqvi. His vision,
commitment, and tireless efforts have not only uplift-
ed the physical and civic infrastructure of Islamabad
but also ensured an environment of law and order that
makes the capital one of the safest in the region.

Under his dynamic Islamabad has witnessed massive de-
velopment projects that are reshaping the city’s image
on the global stage. From modern road networks, urban
beautification, improved public facilities, and smart city
initiatives, to green and sustainable projects, Mohsin
Naqvi has placed Islamabad on the path to becoming a
world-class model capital. These developments have en-
hanced both the aesthetics and functionality of the city,
making it more accessible, people-friendly, and aligned
with international standards of urban planning.

Equally significant is the Interior Minister’s role in main-

taining law and order. Recognizing that safety is a funda-
mental requirement for any modern city, he has strength-
ened policing, introduced innovative security measures,
and ensured swift action against crime. His policies have

contributed to making Islamabad not only a liveable city for
its residents but also an attractive destination for foreign
diplomats, investors, and international visitors.

The sense of security among citizens has increased, fur-
ther reflecting the government’s success in building
trust with the public. The Honourable Prime Minister
of Pakistan Shahbaz Sharief has highly appreciated
the excellent efforts of Mohsin Naqvi, acknowledging
his excellent achievements in promoting development
and ensuring safety. This recognition reflects the
government’s confidence in his ability to lead Is-
lamabad into a new era of progress and prosperity.
It also demonstrates how effective leadership, guid-
ed by vision and determination, can bring visible
improvements in a short span of time.

Due to excellent leadership of Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi Islamabad stands as a model of effective gov-
ernance, development and beautification. By prioritizing
both development and security, he has transformed Islam-
abad into a city that is not only liveable and safe but also an
emerging symbol of modernity and progress in the world.
His efforts are paving the way for Islamabad to be recog-
nized internationally as a model capital, one that truly re-
flects the aspirations of a forward-looking Pakistan.

Julidn Alvarez Hat-Trick Lifts
Atlético Madrid Past Rayo

DNA

PARIS: Julian Alvarez scored
a hat-trick to help Atletico
Madrid snatch a thrilling 3-2
win over Rayo Vallecano in
La Liga on Wednesday. The
Rojiblancos fell behind in the
78th minute, but Alvarez,
who had opened the scoring,
struck twice more in the final
stages to claim three points
for Diego Simeone’s side.
The Argentina international
helped Atletico secure only
their second win from six
league matches during a
shaky start to the campaign.
Atletico are ninth and trail
league leaders Real Madrid

by nine points ahead of Sat-
urday’s derby clash against
Xabi Alonso’s side.

“We needed to get three
points to get confidence from
winning, we've been playing
well but because of small de-
tails we weren’t getting good
results,” Alvarez told Movis-
tar.“We have to keep working
and improve some things to
get on a winning run.”
Alvarez, who missed a pen-
alty in Atletico’s frustrating
draw at Mallorca last week-
end, opened the scoring at
the Metropolitano stadium.
The 25-year-old, who joined
from Manchester City in
2024, volleyed home from
Marcos Llorente’s looping

cross after 15 minutes to
get the ball rolling.

The striker should have
netted a second before half-
time but fired high over the
crossbar from Nahuel Moli-
na’s perfectly-judged ball.
Visitors Rayo made the
hosts pay in first-half stop-
page time when Pep Chavar-
ria scored one of the goals
of the season, a bullet from
distance which ripped into
the top corner past Atletico
goalkeeper Jan Oblak. Rayo
substitute Alvaro Garcia
sent his team ahead when
he played in on goal, round-
ing Oblak before squeezing
home from a tight angle. It
enraged Atletico, and they

began pouring forward,
quickly finding an equalizer.
Rayo goalkeeper Augusto
Batalla kept out an effort
from Simeone’s son Gi-
uliano, but Alvarez was on
hand to blast the rebound
home from point-blank
range. Giuliano crashed a
shot off the crosshar as At-
letico pushed for a winner.
With Rayo rocking, Alvarez
completed his treble in the
88th minute, producing a
superb finish to beat Batal-
la from the edge of the box.
After grumbling about being
substituted during the Mal-
lorca game, Alvarez showed
his coach against Rayo why
he is best left on the pitch.

SEOUL: North Korea is believed to
possess up to two tonnes of highly
enriched uranium, South Korea’s uni-
fication minister said Thursday.

The North has long been known to
hold a “significant” amount of highly
enriched uranium, the key material
used to produce nuclear warheads,
according to South Korea’s defence
ministry. But in a rare public con-
firmation, South Korea’s unifica-
tion minister said that “intelligence
agencies estimate Pyongyang’s
stockpile of highly enriched urani-
um - more than 90 percent pure - at
up to 2,000 kilogrammes.” “Even
at this very hour, North Korea’s

at four sites,”
told reporters.

ar bomb,”

uranium centrlfuges are operating
Chung Dong-young

“Only five to six kg of plutonium
is enough to build a single nucle-
said Chung, adding that
2,000 kg of highly enriched urani-
um, which could be reserved solely
for plutonium production, would be
“enough to make an enormous num-
ber of nuclear weapons”.
said that “stopping North Korea’s
nuclear development is an urgent
matter”, but argued that sanctions
will not be effective and that the
only solution lies in a summit be-
tween Pyongyang and Washington.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
said this week that he was open to US
talks provided he can keep his nucle-
ar arsenal. North Korea, which con-
ducted its first nuclear test in 2006
and is under rafts of UN sanctions for
its banned weapons programmes, has
never publicly disclosed details of its
uranium enrichment facility until last
September. The country is believed
to operate multiple uranium enrich-
ment facilities, Seoul’s spy agency
has said, including one at its Yong-
byon nuclear site, which Pyongyang
purportedly decommissioned after
talks - although it later reactivated
the facility in 2021. - DNA

Chung

Sakhawat calls
Azerbaijan to recruit
more skilled workers

from Bangladesh

DHAKA: Labour and Employment Adviser Brigadier
General (Retd) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain has made a call
to Azerbaijan to recruit more skilled workers from Bang-
ladesh, as he held bilateral meeting with the country’s
Minister of Labor and Social Security Anar Aliyev in Baku,
the capital of Azerbaijan. At the meeting, they discussed
issues such as improving the living standards of Bangla-
deshi workers, workplace safety, visa procedures and oth-
er facilities, said a PID release today. The Labor Adviser
emphasized on increasing technical cooperation to ensure
the rights and benefits of Bangladeshi workers working in
Azerbaijan. He also called for strengthening cooperation
among the countries of OIC. The Labor Advisor requested
the Azerbaijani Minister to recruit more skilled workers
from Bangladesh. In addition, he also called for increasing
technical cooperation in the labor sector and investing in
special economic zones in Bangladesh. Sakhawat invited
Anar Aliyev to visit Bangladesh. The Azerbaijani minister
proposed the formation of a joint working group to advance
cooperation in labor and investment between the two coun-
tries, which could include representatives of relevant min-
istries and organizations of the two countries. — Agencies

Terrorists.receive ‘s‘gate
patronage’ in Afghanistan

From Pace 01
Islamabad has also urged Kabul to choose between maintaining
ties with its neighbour or harbouring terrorists. But, Afghan
authorities have consistently denied the allegations. Earlier in
the press conference, he shared details of a intelligence-based
operation conducted in Chagai yesterday, in which he two men
were Kkilled and another surrendered. He said one of the two
killed “terrorists” was a lawyer by profession. He detailed that
the lawyer was traced following some arrests over the killing of
Pakistan Air Force men on May 8 in Dal Badin. “We observed
him for two to three months, and yesterday surrounded his
house. Then, through a loud speaker, we asked him to surren-
der, and as soon as we did that, firing started from their end.”
A Federal Constabulary soldier was martyred, and retaliatory
firing by security personnel led to a fire exchange which went
on for two to three hours, he said, adding that eventually two
of the “terrorists” were killed and their third companion sur-
rendered. Answering a question, he said efforts were being
made to gather terrorist organisations in Balochistan. He went
on to say that this was “war” facilitated and funded by Indian
intelligence agency Research and Analysis Wing. “They have
foisted an intelligence-based war on us, and they are trying to
bring together all those who want to destabilise Pakistan.”
Bugti also touched upon the suspension of 4G mobile network
services in Balochistan. “We faced criticism for suspending 4G
services,” he said, clarifying that the authorities’ intention be-
hind such moves was not to cause inconvenience for the people.

Two world
title fights
to headline
PFL Lyon

NEW YORK: The Professional Fighters League has an-
nounced a landmark two world title fights at the LDLC Arena
in Lyon, France, on Saturday, Dec. 13. PFL Lyon will be head-
lined by a heavyweight main event between former Bellator
champion Vadim Nemkov (18-2) and 2024 PFL heavyweight
tournament champion Renan Ferreira (13-4). In the co-main
event, one of the greatest female fighters of all time, Cris Cy-
borg (28-2) will face undefeated rising Australian contender
Sara Collins (6-0) for the PFL featherweight title. The card
will also showcase the 2025 PFL Europe Tournament Finals
in the lightweight and bantamweight divisions, where two
champions will be crowned in Lyon before a global audience.
“French MMA fans have been tremendous supporters
of the PFL, and we are proud to deliver a card worthy of
their passion and loyalty,” PFL CEO John Martin said in a
press statement recently. “On Dec. 13 at the LDLC Arena
in Lyon, fans will experience some of the biggest names
and most exciting matchups in the sport, a true showcase
of world champions, rising stars, and hometown heroes.”
Nemkov vs. Ferreira for the heavyweight belt

Nemkov arrives as one of the most complete fighters in the
sport, a former Bellator champion and protege of the leg-
endary Fedor Emelianenko. With 10 knockouts and five sub-
missions, Nemkov blends precision striking with dangerous
grappling, a balance that has carried him to the top of every
promotion he has entered. Ferreira, nicknamed “Problema,”
is a towering heavyweight whose raw power has made him
one of the most feared finishers in the division. Eleven of
his 13 victories have come by knockout, most in devastating
fashion. Cyborg vs. Collins for the women’s featherweight
title Cyborg has been a champion in every major organiza-
tion in which she has competed, with a legacy of ferocious
striking and relentless pressure that has produced 23
stoppage victories. The undefeated Collins is one of the
division’s most promising new talents. Collins is taking on
the biggest challenge of her career. - APP

Famed ‘sponge cities’
Chinese architect dead
in Brazil plane crash

SAO PAULO: Chinese landscape architect Kongjian Yu,
known for his so-called nature-mimicking “sponge cities,”
has died in a small plane crash in Brazil with two filmmak-
ers documenting his work, police said Wednesday.

The 62-year-old was considered a leading figure in sustain-
able urban planning; his “sponge cities” replace concrete
surfaces with natural features that better absorb water in
flood situations. The award-winning Yu was in Brazil for the
recording of a documentary about his work when he per-
ished with two filmmakers and the pilot in a plane crash
late Tuesday in Brazil’'s Mato Grosso do Sul state.

Police said the cause of the accident was not known.

The other three deceased were documentary makers
Luiz Fernando Feres da Cunha Ferraz and Rubens Crisp-
im Jr, as well as the pilot, who owned the aircraft.
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said he felt
“sadness and dismay” after learning of the crash. “In times
of climate change, Kongjian Yu has become a global refer-
ence with his sponge cities, which combine quality of life
and environmental protection: something that we want - and
need - for the future,” he said in a post on X. Brazil’s Council
of Architecture and Urbanism, which recently hosted Yu as
a speaker at an international conference, said his “sponge
cities” concept has been applied in more than a thousand
projects in 250 cities. “His contribution has influenced
environmental public policies in China and other coun-
tries,” it said in a statement expressing condolences to
the architect’s family, friends and colleagues. — Agencies

IGC reviews PCB complaint against India captain Yadav

Suryakumar's post-match remarks after group-stage match against Pakistan trigger ICC scrutiny

DNA

DUBAL India captain Suryakumar Yadav
has landed in serious trouble after the In-
ternational Cricket Council (ICC) accepted
a complaint filed by the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) and ordered a review of his
post-match comments made after India’s
Asia Cup group-stage win against Pakistan
on September 14, Indian media reported.
The ICC has said it is examining the
PCB’s complaint, which accuses Suryaku-
mar of politicising cricket and breaching
the code of conduct relating to neutral-
ity. A formal hearing may be convened,
with Yadav given the option to accept the
charge or face proceedings before the
ICC match referee, alongside represent-
atives of the BCCI and PCB.

Sources said the PCB submitted a detailed
letter to the ICC, demanding strict action
against Suryakumar. The letter alleged that
the Indian captain had “involved the game

vals,

in politics and damaged its reputation.”

It maintained that all clauses of the ICC’s
code of conduct applied to the September
14 match and that Yadav had deliberate-
ly referenced the Pahalgam incident and
Operation Sindoor. According to the let-
ter, Suryakumar’s conduct went against
the spirit of the code of conduct and war-
ranted action. It recalled that the ICC had
already declared slogans such as “Free
Gaza” and “Freedom is Human Right” to
be violations of the code of conduct.

The PCB further warned that if action was
not taken, “the cricket field would risk be-
coming a political arena,”
that the Indian captain’s statements were
directly against Pakistan, requiring the
strictest possible measures.

The review comes against the backdrop
of an ongoing row between the arch-ri-
stemming from the group-stage
clash, which attracted considerable atten-
tion both on and off the field.

The drama began when the Indian cap-

and concluded

tain crossed all boundaries of sports-
manship by using his post-match pres-
entation speech to drag politics into
cricket, a move described by many ob-
servers as “unprecedented” and “dam-
aging for the spirit of the game”.
Compounding the tension was India’s re-
fusal to exchange a traditional handshake at
the toss ceremony — an omission reported-
ly directed by match referee Andy Pycroft.
Matters escalated to the point where
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) con-
sidered pulling out of the Asia Cup
altogether. The situation was defused
only after Pycroft admitted to mishan-
dling aspects of the controversy and ex-
pressed regret, according to PCB.
India won the September 14 group
match by seven wickets in Dubai and
afterwards refused to shake hands with
their opponents, angering Pakistan. It
was the first meeting between the neigh-
bours since a four-day armed conflict in
May left more than 70 people dead.

Following India’s victory, Suryakumar ded-
icated the win to the victims of the Pahal-
gam terror attack and expressed solidarity
with the armed forces.

“Perfect occasion, taking the time out, we
stand by the families of the victims of the
Pahalgam terror attack. We express our sol-
idarity... Want to dedicate the win to all our
armed forces who showed a lot of bravery,”
he said during the presentation ceremony.
At the post-match press conference, Yadav
went further, saying the Indian team avoid-
ed handshakes with Pakistani players on
the instructions of the BCCI and the Indian
government. “Our government and BCCI,
we were aligned today... We came here to
just play the game,” he remarked.

The PCB said these statements crossed
the line, alleging that Suryakumar used the
match as a platform for political messaging.
With the ICC now admitting the PCB’s
complaint, Suryakumar faces potential
disciplinary action if the hearing pro-
ceeds. A final decision is expected soon.

PM Shehbaz

lauds Gates

Foundation's
support

From Pace 01
digitisation and revitalisa-
tion of economy, the prime
minister especially acknowl-
edged the practical, positive
and valuable cooperation of
Gates Foundation. Prime
Minister Shehbaz and Bill
Gates reaffirmed their
shared commitment to con-
tinue working together to
advance the cooperation in
sectors of health, nutrition,
digital transformation and
larger socio-economic de-
velopment of the country.

Bilawal for
political
solution...

From Pace 01
Bilawal said the PML-N
had yet to share any draft
amendments. He reiterated
that the PPP would engage
in consultation if the gov-
ernment wished to proceed
with changes. Meanwhile,
he welcomed the entry of
his cousins, Fatima Bhutto
and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto ]Jr.,
into politics, stating that he
holds no personal differenc-
es with them. Responding
to a journalist’s question
during a press conference
in Karachi, Bilawal said his
cousins had been active in
politics for some time and
that he respected their deci-
sion to engage in public life.

Man dead,
son injured
in landmine
explosion...

FroMm PacGe 01
The body and injured have
been shifted to District
Headquarters Hospital.
Police said that an investi-
gation into the incident has
been initiated. However,
so far no one has accept-
ed the responsibility of
it. The tribal elders have
condemned the incident
and demanded cleansing
of the area of landmines
and awarding punishment
to the elements behind
the incidents of terrorism.

FBR
clarifies
changes

in 2025...

From Pace 01
This development caused
concern among taxpay-
ers, especially as the filing
deadline draws near. In its
clarification, the FBR stat-
ed that no new SRO has
been issued in this regard.
The additional column, it
said, had been incorporat-
ed into the form on August
18. The stated purpose of
the new column is to de-
termine the market value
of assets, enabling the col-
lection of authentic data
for better policymaking.
The FBR stressed that the
requirement to declare
the market value of assets
has no bearing on tax li-
ability and would not be
used to initiate proceed-
ings against any taxpayer.

Abbas
rejects
Hamas...

FroMm PacGke 01
documented and moni-
tored, and it will be record-
ed in history books and in
the conscience of humanity
as one of the most horrific
chapters of human tragedy
in the 20th and 21st cen-
turies. In the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem,
the capital of the State of
Palestine, the extremist
Israeli government contin-
ues implementing coloni-
al policies through illegal
settlement expansion and
annexation projects, the lat-
est being the construction
plan in E1, which divides
the West Bank, isolates oc-
cupied Jerusalem from its
surroundings, and destroys
the two-state solution, in
blatant violation of inter-
national law and relevant
UN Security Council res-
olutions, foremost among
them Resolution 2334.
This is in addition to the
Israeli Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement of his so-called
“Greater Israel” plan, which
we categorically reject and
condemn, as it includes ex-
pansion into sovereign Arab
states. We also condemn
the recent brutal attack
against the sister State of
Qatar, which we consider
a dangerous escalation.
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At least 17 killed in Gaza Strip as leaders
ramp up pressure for a ceasefire

“At the UN, General Assembly I will speak our truth,” he told reporters. “I will denounce those leaders
who, instead of denouncing the murderers, the rapists, the child burners, want to give them a state in
the heart of the land of Israel. It will not happen.”

DUBAIL: US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said on
Wednesday that Washing-
ton and its partners want to
give Syria “every possible
opportunity” to become a
strong, unified state that
reflects the diversity of its
society. Rubio said Syria’s
stability was essential for
regional peace, preventing
extremists and foreign ac-
tors from using the country
as a base for destabilizing
activities. This is a moment
of “historic opportunity” to
achieve progress that had
seemed unimaginable just
a few years ago, Rubio said
during a meeting with Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
foreign ministers on the
sidelines of the UN General
Assembly. “President Don-
ald Trump remains commit-
ted, not just from a unilat-
eral US perspective, but
in partnership with many
countries, to giving Syria
every opportunity to build a
strong, unified state that re-
spects the diversity of Syri-
an society, is a stable place,
and is no longer a base of
operations for extremists or
foreign actors,” Rubio said.
GCC Secretary-General Jas-
sim Mohammed Al-Budaiwi
said the importance of safe-
guarding Syria’s sovereign-
ty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity, and rejected
foreign interference in its
internal affairs. _APP

GCC, UK
ministers
condemn
humanitarian
catastrophe
in Gaza

RIYADH: A ministerial
meeting between the Gulf
Cooperation Council and
Britain condemned on
Wednesday the humanitari-
an catastrophe in the Gaza
Strip and Israel’s restric-
tions on aid that have exac-
erbated famine and human
suffering. The ministers,
meeting on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly,
called on all parties to the
conflict to comply with their
obligations under Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law,
including those related to
the protection of civilians
and civilian infrastructure.
The UK and the GCC re-
solved to continue working
closely together to pursue
peace in unstable and con-
flict-afflicted regions, a joint
statement said. They un-
derscored their countries
commitment to promoting
peace and working togeth-
er to resolve conflicts and
address instability. The
ministers also welcomed
the high-level international
conference on the peaceful
settlement of the Palestin-
ian Cause and the imple-
mentation of the two-state
solution, co-chaired by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and France. There must be
unified Palestinian-led gov-
ernance in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank under
the Palestinian Authority,
said the statement._ APP

Japan’s PM
warns of
possible

steps if Israel
continues Gaza

City assault

NEW YORK: Japan’s Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba on
Wednesday called on Isra-
el to immediately halt its
assault on Gaza City, warn-
ing that if it continues and
further threatens regional
stability, Tokyo will con-
sider taking “measures in
response.” Speaking at a
press briefing attended by
Arab News on the sidelines
of the 80th session of the
UN General Assembly, he
said: “Japan strongly urges
Israel to stop these oper-
ations now.” Continued
unilateral military action
by Israel, he added, “can
never be accepted.” Ishiba
reiterated Japan’s support
for a two-state solution
where Israelis and Pales-
tinians can “live side by
side,” and emphasized
that Tokyo’s recognition
of Palestine is not a ques-
tion of “if but when.” He
condemned the worsen-
ing humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, saying it “can never
be overlooked,” and urged
all parties to work toward
a peaceful resolution.APP

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip: At least 17
people were killed Thursday in Israeli at-
tacks in the Gaza Strip, according to local
health officials, as international pressure
for a ceasefire continued to grow On the
sidelines of the United Nations General As-
sembly in New York, French President Em-
manuel Macron told that his country had
recognized a Palestinian state on the con-
viction it “is the only way to isolate Hamas,”
which has proved itself able to regenerate
even after many of its leaders have been
killed. “Total war in Gaza is causing civilian
casualties but can’t bring about the end of
Hamas,” he said in the interview Wednes-
day. “Factually, it’s a failure.” He said he
had been lobbying US President Donald
Trump to press Israel again for a ceasefire,
telling him “you have an important role to
play — you who supports peace, who wants
to bring peace to the world.” “You cannot
stop the war if there is no path to peace,”

the French president added. Deadly strikes
hit central and southern Gaza Meanwhile
in the Gaza Strip on Thursday, 12 people
were Kkilled in an Israeli attack on the cen-
tral town of Zawaida that hit a tent and a
house, according to the Al-Agsa Martyrs
Hospital in the nearby city of Deir Al-Balah.
Eight children were among the victims, ac-
cording to the hospital, and family members
said another girl was still under the rubble.
The hospital said another girl was killed in an
airstrike that hit a tent in Deir Al-Balah, and
that it was caring for seven others injured in
that attack. In the southern city of Khan You-
nis, another Israeli attack hit an apartment
building, killing four people, according to
the Nasser Hospital where the bodies were
taken. On Monday ahead of the opening of
the UN General Assembly meetings, France,
Andorra, Belgium, Luxembourg, Malta, and
Monaco announced or confirmed their recog-
nition of a Palestinian state in the hopes of

galvanizing support for a two-state solution to
the Mideast conflict. Their announcements
came a day after the United Kingdom, Can-
ada, Australia and Portugal did the same, in
defiance of Israel and the United States. Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
lashed out at the idea early Thursday be-
fore heading to New York himself where he
was to address the assembly on Friday. “At
the UN, General Assembly I will speak our
truth,” he told reporters. “I will denounce
those leaders who, instead of denouncing
the murderers, the rapists, the child burn-
ers, want to give them a state in the heart
of the land of Israel. It will not happen.” At
separate events in New York on Wednes-
day, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and Trump’s lead negotiator Steve Witkoff
both offered optimistic views about what
Witkoff called a “Trump 21-point plan for
peace” that was presented to Arab leaders
on Tuesday. The US has not released de-

tails of the plan or said whether Israel or
Hamas accepts it, but Netanyahu suggested
Israel’s position had not changed. The Is-
raeli leader said when he travels from New
York on to Washington to meet with Trump,
he would “discuss with him the great oppor-
tunities our victories have brought and also
our need to complete the goals of the war:
to return all our hostages, to defeat Hamas
and to expand the circle of peace that is
open to us.” The US, along with Egypt and
Qatar, have spent months trying to broker a
Gaza ceasefire and hostage release. Those
efforts suffered a major setback earlier this
month when Israel carried out an airstrike
targeting Hamas leaders in Qatar.

Israel launched another major ground oper-
ation earlier this month in Gaza City, which
experts say is experiencing famine. More
than 300,000 people have fled, but up to
700,000 are still there, many because
they can’t afford to relocate.—Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Syed Imran Ahmed Shah
meeting with the Korean peace delegation of HWPL to discuss joint efforts for peace and development.

Kyrgyzstan to
stage snap election
as president
tightens grip

BISHKEK: Kyrgyzstan’s parliament voted on Thursday to
dissolve, paving the way for snap elections in November
that critics say are aimed at consolidating President Sadyr
Japarov’s power. The mountainous former Soviet republic
bordering China was long considered the most democratic
in Central Asia but has seen a decline in civil liberties in
recent years. Japarov's administration has taken steps to
control Internet access since he was swept to power on the
back of pro-democracy protests in 2020, while authorities
have arrested politicians and journalists for what the pres-
ident says are attempted coups. Eighty-four of the 90 MPs
in Kyrgyzstan’s Supreme Council voted for the dissolution,
which would bring forward by one year parliamentary elec-
tions initially scheduled for November 2026. Lawmaker
Ulan Primov said the move was necessary to “strengthen
the political system and stability in the country” and to
avoid clashing with the run-up to the presidential election
scheduled for early 2027. Critics say the move will tighten
Japarov’s control of parliament ahead of his re-election bid.
Kyrgyzstan adopted sweeping electoral reforms in June
that abolished proportional party lists in favor of a win-
ner-takes-all system and made it more expensive for small-
er parties to field candidates. Japarov rejects charges of
eroding democracy and has accused his critics — including
rights groups — of spreading false information.—APP

Russia “firmly
rejects’ involvement
in Denmark airport

drones

COPENHAGEN: The Russian embassy in Denmark said
Thursday that Russia “firmly rejects” speculation that it
was involved in drone flights that caused Danish airports to
close twice this week, calling the incidents a “staged provo-
cation.” “It is evident that the incidents involving reported
disruptions at Danish airports are a staged provocation,”
the embassy said in post to social media. “The Russian side
firmly rejects the absurd speculations of involvement in
the incidents,” it added. Drones flew over multiple airports
across Denmark and caused one of them to close for hours,
police said Thursday after a similar incident this week
prompted Copenhagen airport to shut. The latest incidents
in Danish skies follow similar events in Poland and Romania
and the violation by Russian fighter jets of Estonia’s air-
space, which have raised tensions in light of Russia’s ongo-
ing invasion of Ukraine. Drones were spotted at Denmark’s
airports in Aalborg, Esbjerg, Sonderborg and at the Skryd-
strup air base before leaving on their own, police said. Aal-
borg airport, located in northern Denmark and one of the
country’s biggest after Copenhagen, was shut down before
reopening several hours later. “It was not possible to take
down the drones, which flew over a very large area over a
couple of hours,” North Jutland chief police inspector Jes-
per Bojgaard Madsen said about the incident in Aalborg.
“At this time, we have not apprehended the drone opera-
tors either,” he added in a statement. South Jutland police
said they had “received several reports of drone activity at
the airports in Esbjerg, Sonderborg and Skrydstrup,” late
Wednesday evening.—APP

Over 1,000 Indonesians sick
from school meals in more
food poisoning outbreaks

“We must evaluate those running the program... And the most im-
portant thing is how to deal with the students’ trauma after eating
the food,” Mulyadi said, adding small hospitals in West Bandung
were overwhelmed by sick students

BANDUNG, INDONESIA: More than 1,000 children in Indonesia’s West Java have suffered food poisoning this week from school lunch-
es, authorities said, the latest in a series of outbreaks and another setback for the president’s multi-billion-dollar free meals program The
mass poisoning was reported in four areas of West Java province, its Governor Dedi Mulyadi told Reuters on Thursday, which came as
non-governmental organizations issued calls to suspend the program due to health concerns. The latest cases follow the poisoning of
800 students who ate school lunches last week in West Java and Central Sulawesi provinces, supplied under President Prabowo Sub-
ianto’s signature free nutritious meals program. Questions have been raised about standards and oversight of the scheme, which has
expanded rapidly to reach over 20 million recipients, with an ambitious goal of feeding 83 million by year-end. The program’s 171 trillion
rupiah ($10.2 billion) budget will double next year. Governor Mulyadi said more than 470 students fell sick in West Bandung on Monday
after eating the free lunches, and three more outbreaks took place there on Wednesday and in the Sukabumi region, affecting at least
580 children. “We must evaluate those running the program... And the most important thing is how to deal with the students’ trauma
after eating the food,” Mulyadi said, adding small hospitals in West Bandung were overwhelmed by sick students. Prabowo’s office did
not immediately respond to a request for comment on the latest cases. Dadan Hindayana, head of The National Nutrition
Agency that oversees the free meals program, said kitchens with poisoning cases had been suspended. Surge in
cases Lisa Bila Zahara, 15, said she fell ill after eating a school lunch of chicken and tofu cooked with soy sauce on
Wednesday. “Around 30 minutes later, I felt nauseous and had a headache,” the high school student told Reuters at
a sports hall turned into a makeshift treatment center in West Bandung. “I want it stopped (the program) ... I fear this
will happen again,” she said. Zahara’s mother forbade her from consuming the free meals in future. Before this week’s
incident, at least 6,452 children nationwide had suffered from food poisoning from the program since it was launched in
January, according to think tank Network for Education Watch. Governor Mulyadi said kitchens were tasked with feeding
too many students and were located far from the schools, forcing them to start cooking very early, sometimes the night
before the lunch. “When the food was still warm, it was immediately put on the tray and the tray was closed, making it
spoiled,” he said, adding that authorities had declared a health emergency. Igbal Maulana, the head of a kitchen that
had provided some of the free meals, said: “We do it according to the standard operating procedure.—DNA

MounamMmaDp DaNIvAL PERvVAIZ

It has been observed in the global politics that moral prin-
ciples have always been regarded high and the states have
boasted about how they’re the champions and torch bearer of
democracy, human rights, peace and territorial sovereignity
but in reality these priniciples are bent, twisted or even bro-
ken, just to serve their purpose when they are in the middle
of the conflict or when it collides with their national interests.
This is where the politics of convenience may come into play,
the potential of states to quickly drift away from their narra-
tives, policies, morality and even alliances in global political
arena is astonishing. However, this phenomena is not new
to the international affairs but recent incidents in South Asia
and Middle East are evident examples of it. Recently, India
has been a victim of this, always blowing one’s own trumpet
about its strategic partnership with USA and other Western
Powers but what we saw during the recent Pakistan-India
conflict was totally a shift of policy by its dear friend ‘Donald
Trump’. India had mistaken that the partnership must have
come with the unconditional backing by the western allies but
USA asked both the parties to show restraint and it was then,
the Delhi was taken a back and wanted more from the west-
ern ally. USA on the other hand, realised the sensitivity of
the matter, as the region is a nuclear flashpoint and could not
support India’s claims after Pakistan had shot down 6 of their
aircrfats, which was actually given to the Indian government
for deterrence to contain chinese hegemony in the region, it
was then in the best interest of the United States to come out
globally as a mediator between the two nuclear powers rather
than showing solidarity to India. This, right here, illustrates
how America was conscious of its global image and at that
time what best suited USA was to conveniently shift its policy
of being a mediator.

Talking about a conflict, I must say that 2025 has been so far

a happening year for global affairs, in recent months people
of Lebanon could see Missiles either going towards Iran or
coming towards Israel, both the states were caught in a tense
military situation. But what was a surprising development in
all of this was how people within you backstab for political and
financial gains. Tel Aviv carried out precise attacks in Tehran,
killing some of Its key military and political figures. Iran ac-
cused Israel of alleged espionage by hiring some Afghan na-
tionals for this task. Now here’s the twist, Iran had hosted larg-
est afghan refugees, almost 3.5 million, for the longest time,
providing them with jobs, shelter, food and above all, dignity.
Yet, as a vulnerable commun ity, which is to be easily manip-
ulated by the hands of Mossad, Afghan nationals were bought
against the very state that had given shelter. This undermines
the basic principal of morality upheld by states that how mar-
ginalised and displaced communities are used by Israel’s spy
agency as a tool to inflict damage to the opposition and as
far as the Afghan nationals living in Iran are concerned, the
loyalty and gratitude is burried under the debris of money and
survival. Maneuver according to the situation could be per-

haps best interpreted by the American condemnation of Israel
hitting targets in Doha, Qatar. On one hand, Qatar hosts one
of the largest military bases of the US in the region and on the

other hand, Israel is the greatest ally in the region. Both the
states had a rough past week, as Israel, doing what it does the
best, bombing soverein states and clearly violating UN Char-
ter and Security Council resolutions but what seemed to be in-
teresting was how USA responded. It did condemn the attack
and at the same time, it made it clear that this was necessary,
hence, it satisfied nobody but navigated through the situation
by choosing diplomatic words as Washington could not afford
to abandon Doha and upset Tel Aviv by taking sides of either one
of them. The Attack on Doha had a regional condemnation by all
Arab and Islamic States, including Pakistan, which is an enemy of
the friend of Israel, India - most important player when it comes
to trade with Middle Eastern countries. The circumstances had a
shift of 360 degrees when Saudi Arabia signed a Strategic Mutual
Defense Agreement with Pakistan which cataegorically stated
“An act of aggression on either of the countries would be con-
sidered as an act of aggression against both”. Saudi Arabia,
expected more from USA after the Qatar attack, thought the
best possible option to protect its territorial sovereignity is
to bring itself under Pakistan’s nuclear umbrella to create
deterrence against Israel’s designes to expands its territory
in the region under the ‘Greater Israel’ campaign. There-
fore, conveniently putting its interest first and totally ignor-
ing the fact that Pakistan’s arch rival, India, is their one of
the biggest trading partners. Political and strategic analysts
have studied states behavior since ages and they have come
to a conclusion that states are rational actors, they act and
pursue to achieve national interests, take advantage of any
given oppurtunity to survive in the global poltical landscape.
Realism, the school of thought of International Relations is
what triggers them, morality is subjugated by the state’s
interests, the quest for power politics is what they desire.
However, there are no free lunches and everything comes
with a cost and while states indulge in politics of conven-
ience, their honesty and trustworthiness is questioned
and their credibility is seen with the lens of skepticism.

Philinpines
cancels
classes,

flights as new
storm looms

MANILA: The Philippines
shut schools and scrapped
flights on Thursday as a
fresh storm threatened to
hit just days after a super
typhoon killed nine people
in the archipelago.

Severe Tropical Storm
Bualoi is forecast to in-
tensify into a typhoon on
Friday and then slam into
the southern end of the
Philippines’ largest island,
Luzon.

“Widespread flooding and
landslides in mountainous
areas are possible,” Beni-
son Estareja from the na-
tion’s weather service told
a briefing The Philippines
is hit by an average of 20
storms and typhoons each
year, putting millions of
people in disaster-prone
areas in a state of constant
poverty. Scientists warn
that storms are becom-
ing more powerful as the
world warms due to the
effects of human-driven
climate change. Authori-
ties warned of a “high risk
of life-threatening storm
surge” of up to three me-
ters (10 feet) with the
coming storm. The Phil-
ippine Coast Guard said
around 1,500 people were
stranded in ports of Bicol,
the region where the ty-
phoon is forecast to hit.
Thousands were also still
displaced in the rain-
soaked nation after Super
Typhoon Ragasa passed
over the country’s far
northern end and killed
at least nine people The
weather bureau said the
outer bands of Bualoi
might also bring rains to
the northern Philippines.
“These rains are contin-
uous and may cause re-
newed flooding, and land-
slides, especially in areas
that are already saturat-
ed,” Civil Defense Admin-
istrator Harold Cabreros
said late Wednesday.—APP

French
militant who
claimed Nice
attack to be
tried in Iraq

BAGHDAD: Adrien Gui-
hal, who claimed the 2016
Nice attack for the Daesh
group, will be tried in
Iraq alongside 46 other
French nationals recently
transferred from Syria, a
source close to the inves-
tigation told AFP. “Adrien
Guihal, known as Abu
Osama Al-Faransi, is still
under investigation,” said
the source, speaking on
condition of anonymity
because they are not al-
lowed to speak to the me-
dia Guihal “was brought to
Iraq two months ago with
another 46 French nation-
als that will be tried here,”
the source added. A vet-
eran member of France’s
militant networks, Gui-
hal made headlines when
he was recognized as the
man behind the voice that
claimed responsibility for
the July 2016 attack which
killed 86 people in the
French city of Nice. He is
thought to be among the
most dangerous members
of the French contingent
in the ranks of the Daesh
group, whose self-styled
“caliphate” spanned huge
swathes of territory in Iraq
and Syria before collaps-
ing in 2019. Guihal, who
joined Daesh in 2015, was
detained in the Syrian city
of Raqga in May 2018.The
country still has mass graves
and many personal testimo-
nies of Daesh brutality to be
investigated.

In 2024, after the mission of
the UN body investigating
Daesh crimes ended, Iraq
created the National Center
for International Judicial Co-
operation (NCIJC) to gather
evidence and document Daesh
crimes. The center serves as
the main point of contact for
foreign jurisdictions investi-
gating alleged offenses.—APP

Jordan’s army
foils border
infiltration
attempt

DUBALI: Jordan’s Northern
Military Zone on Wednes-
day said it had thwarted an
attempt by an individual to
illegally cross the border
on the kingdom’s northern
front.Border guards arrested
the suspect, and transferred
him to the authorities, a
military source told Petra
news agency. The army reaf-
firmed that it will continue to
deal firmly with any attempts
to undermine the security
of Jordan’s borders.—APP
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Aurangzeh
terms Rs1.2tr
circular debt
deal ‘largest

financing’

News DEsk

NEW YORK: Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb
has hailed the Rs1.2 trillion
bank loan secured to settle
Pakistan’s circular debt as
the “largest financing and
largest restructuring trans-
action” in the country’s
history. On Wednesday, the
government signed loan fa-
cilities worth approximately
Rs1.225tr with 18 banks to
settle the outstanding dues
of Independent Power Pro-
ducers (IPPs) parked in
circular debt. These dues
will be serviced through
a Rs3.23 per unit sur-
charge on consumers for
a period of six years.

The signing ceremony
was held at the PM Office,
witnessed virtually by the
prime minister from New
York. No official announce-
ment was made, although
ministers confirmed the
signing of the agreement.
Under the agreement, the
government will have 30
days to request disburse-
ments from banks for
prompt utilisation to avoid
penalties. Today, the cere-
mony was aired on televi-
sion, with both the premier
and the finance minister ad-
dressing the gathering.

In his remarks, Aurangzeb
said that facility “resolves
the structural issues of the
power sector”. “Ultimately,
it’s all for the benefit of Pa-
kistan and the benefit of the
consumers,” he said, brand-
ing it a “win-win situation”.
Lauding the efforts of the
authorities involved in ar-
ranging the loan facility, the
finance minister remarked.

President’s
powers to
transfer high
court judges

conditional

Transfer of judge by

president cannot be

construed as “fresh
appointment”,
reads verdict

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court’s Constitutional Bench
on Thursday released its de-
tailed verdict in a case per-
taining to the seniority and
transfer of Islamabad High
Court (IHC) judges, ruling
that the president’s powers
to transfer high court judges
are independent but subject
to certain conditions.

The Supreme Court’s larg-
er Constitutional Bench
was headed by Justice Mu-
hammad Ali Mazhar and
included Justices Naeem
Akhtar Afghan, Justice Sha-
hid Bilal Hassan, Justice
Salahuddin Panhwar, and
Justice Shakeel Ahmad.

“It is clearly articulat-
ed under Article 200 of
the Constitution that
the powers of the pres-
ident for the transfer of
a Judge of the high court
from one high court to
another high court is an
independent Article in
its application, but with
some safety measures
and safeguards and these
powers are not depend-
ent upon any other arti-
cle of the Constitution,”
read the 3-2 judgement.

Pakistan pushes for UN
Charter’s oversight of Al

The meeting was chaired by President Lee Jae Myung of South Korea, which
holds the 15-member Council’s presidency for the month of September

Al must not decide
humanity’s fate,
UN chief warns

NEW YORK: Artificial intelligence holds vast potential but poses grave risks if left
unregulated, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres told the Security Council.

DNA

UNITED NATIONS: Warning against the
dangers of unregulated artificial intelligence
(AI), Pakistan has emphasized that its use,
especially military applications, must be
“fully” governed by the UN Charter and
international law. “ Al must not become, a
tool of coercion, or technological monopoly,”
Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif
told the UN Security Council on Wednesday.
“Applications, without meaningful human
control, should be prohibited,” he said in a
high-level debate on artificial intelligence
(AI) under the agenda item “Maintenance of
international peace and security”.

The meeting was chaired by President Lee
Jae Myung of South Korea, which holds the
15-member Council’s presidency for the
month of September. In his remarks, Kha-
waja Asif also noted that Al is the most con-
sequential, dual-use technology, capable of
accelerating socio-economic progress, but
said it was equally capable of deepening
inequalities, and destabilizing international
order. “States must commit to measures
that prevent destabilizing use, and pre-emp-
tive incentives,” he told presidents and for-
eign ministers from around the world.
“Unregulated and irresponsible use of Al
enables disinformation campaigns, offen-
sive cyber operations, and development
of new types of armaments.”Khawaja Asif
pointed out. “The accelerating weaponi-
zation of Al, through autonomous weapon
systems, and Al-driven command and con-
trol systems, poses a grave danger.”

In this regard, Khawaja Asif emphasized
that in the recent conflict in the subconti-
nent between India and Pakistan, for the
first time, autonomous munitions and high-

“Al is no longer a distant horizon —

it is here, transforming daily life, the infor-

mation space, and the global economy at breathtaking speed,” Guterres said
at the Council’s high-level debate on the technology’s security implications for
transforming warfare. “The question is not whether Al will influence interna-
tional peace and security, but how we will shape that influence.”

Used responsibly, the UN chief said, AI can help anticipate food insecurity, sup-
port de-mining operations, and identify outbreaks of violence before it spills out
of control. “But without guardrails, it can also be weaponised,” he cautioned,
pointing to Al-enabled targeting in recent conflicts, cyberattacks on critical infra-
structure, and deepfakes capable of fuelling polarisation or derailing diplomacy.
Guterres set out four priorities for governments: maintaining human control over
the use of force, building coherent global regulatory frameworks, protecting in-
formation integrity, and closing what he called the “Al capacity gap between rich

and poor nations".

The Secretary-General highlighted steps already underway,

including the creation of an independent scientific panel on Al and a new global
dialogue on Al governance — due to take place in New York on Thursday. “Togeth-
er, these initiatives aim to connect science, policy and practice; provide every
country a seat at the table; and reduce fragmentation,” he said. - DNA

speed dual-capable cruise missiles “were
used by one nuclear-armed State against
another during a military exchange - which
manifests the dangers which Al can pose”.
These developments raise serious ques-
tions for the future of warfare, he stated,
as Al lowers the threshold for use of force,
making wars more politically and operation-
ally feasible, and compresses decision-time
narrowing the window for diplomacy and
de-escalation. “Al blurs domain bounda-

ries, merging cyber, kinetic, and informa-
tional effects in unpredictable ways.”

The Charter of the United Nations and
international law must fully govern the de-
velopment and use of Al applications, the
defence minister added.

“We must ensure that Al is harnessed to
promote peace and development, not con-
flict and instability, “Khawaja Asif said, add-
ing, “Let us preserve the primacy of human
judgment, in matters of war and peace, en-

suring that, even in an age of intelligent ma-
chines, innovation is guided by principles
of morality and humanity.”

Opening the debate, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres said that Al is
“no longer a distant horizon - it is here,
transforming daily life, the information
space and the global economy at breath-
taking speed”. Used responsibly, Al can
strengthen prevention and protection in
myriad ways, including anticipating food
insecurity, supporting de-mining, and help-
ing identify potential outbreaks of violence.
However, “without guardrails, it can also be
weaponized”, he stressed. Citing Al-enabled
cyberattacks that can disrupt critical infra-
structure in minutes and threats to informa-
tion integrity, he emphasized: “Innovation
must serve humanity - not undermine it.”
The UN chief recalled that last month,
the General Assembly established an In-
dependent International Scientific Panel
on Al and an annual Global Dialogue on
AI Governance. Addressing priorities, he
stated that “humanity’s fate cannot be
left to an algorithm” as “humans must al-
ways retain authority over life-and-death
decisions”. Urging the Council and Mem-
ber States to ensure that human control
and judgment are preserved in every
use of force, he again called for a ban
on lethal autonomous weapons systems
operating without human control, with a
legally binding instrument by 2026. Sim-
ilarly, any decision in nuclear weapon use
“must rest with humans - not machines”,
he stressed. Yejin Choi, Senior Fellow at
Stanford University’s Institute for Hu-
man-Centered Artificial Intelligence, told
the Security Council that current pro-
gress in Al is too concentrated among a
handful of companies and countries.
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NEW YORK: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
inaugurated newly renovate Consular Services Area, at Consulate General of Pakistan. — DNA

Pak, Bahrain reaffirm
commitmentto
strengthening ties

NEW YORK: Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ish-
aq Dar on Thursday met with Bahrain’s For-
eign Minister Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al
Zayani on the sidelines of the 80th Session
of the United Nations General Assembly.
The two leaders reaffirmed the close and
enduring ties between Pakistan and Bah-
rain, expressing resolve to deepen cooper-
ation across a wide range of sectors. They
emphasized enhanced engagement in eco-
nomic cooperation, regional connectivity,
and collaboration at multilateral fora, while
underscoring their shared commitment to
peace and stability. Dar and Al Zayani also
discussed the ongoing humanitarian crisis
in Gaza, stressing the urgent need for an
immediate ceasefire and the provision of
humanitarian relief to the affected popula-
tion. The meeting reflected the shared vi-
sion of both countries to further strengthen
their longstanding partnership and coordi-
nate efforts on regional and international
issues of common concern. - APP

Pakistan, ADB
mull housing
sector Initiatives

ISLAMABAD: A delegation from the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) called on Federal Minister for Housing and
Works, Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada, at his office on Thurs-
day to explore avenues for mutual cooperation on land
data bank and housing sector initiatives. The meeting
focused on exploring avenues of mutual cooperation, par-
ticularly the establishment of a Land Data Bank, which the
Ministry aims to develop for comprehensive information
on federal assets, with special emphasis on prime land
holdings across the country. Welcoming the delegation,
the minister thanked ADB team for their cooperation in
key areas to uplift the housing and real estate sector in
Pakistan. While emphasizing the importance of ADB’s
technical and financial support, Minister underlined the
Government’s commitment to ensuring transparency, op-
timal utilization of resources, and attracting investment
through modern data-driven systems. Secretary Housing,
Hamed Yaqoob Sheikh, highlighted that the purpose of
the Land Data Bank is to compile accurate and accessible
data on the federal government assets. - DNA

Donald Trump demands probe
into UN 'triple sabotage’

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump demanded an
investigation Wednesday into what he called "triple sabotage"
after an escalator, teleprompter and sound system malfunc-
tioned as addressed the United Nations. The UN has said the
events which happened while Trump was at its headquarters
in New York on Tuesday were accidental, and partly blamed
them on White House staff. But in a long, angry social media
post, Trump described the string of mishaps on Tuesday as
"very sinister," called for people to be arrested and said the

Secret Service was also probing.

"This wasn't a coincidence, this was triple sabotage at the
UN. They ought to be ashamed of themselves," Trump said
on his Truth Social platform. "I'm sending a copy of this let-
ter to the Secretary General, and I demand an immediate
investigation. No wonder the United Nations hasn't been able
to do the job that they were put in existence to do."

Footage showed the 79-year-old president and First Lady Melania
Trump getting on the escalator at UN headquarters on Tuesday
before it stopped with a lurch, forcing them to walk up. Then, as
he began his speech, he noted his teleprompter was not working.
He spent much of the rest of the speech bashing the world
body, accusing it of funding illegal migration that was turn-

PTI alleges jail trial
irregularities, demands
immediate bail for Bushra Bibi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Aleema Khan, sister of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan, on Wednesday has said
that the incarcerated former prime minister believes the
verdicts and sentences in his cases were “pre-written”.
Speaking to reporters outside Adiala Jail, she quoted Imran
as saying that his hearings are repeatedly adjourned and that
he had been pressured from the outset to leave the country,
but chose instead to face all proceedings. Aleema also point-
ed to alleged irregularities in the jail trial, claiming one wit-
ness had been proven false. She demanded immediate bail
for Bushra Bibi in the Al-Qadir Trust case, contending that
“the script is that she will be sentenced in Toshakhana first,
then granted bail in the Qadir case.” She further relayed Im-
ran Khan'’s sorrow over the martyrdom of youth in Tirah.
The former prime minister and his wife have accused
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) of acting
as a tool of the establishment and their political oppo-

nents to keep them out of the political arena. In their
statements during the investigation of the Toshakha-
na-2 case, Imran had alleged that he was ousted from
power through a “local and foreign conspiracy” and
had, since November 2022, faced ruthless and unprec-
edented victimisation. He said that dozens of cases
were manufactured against him and the PTI leader-

ship, but all major prosecution cases have collapsed

either through acquittals or suspension of sentences.
Meanwhile, PTI Secretary General Barrister Salman
Akram Raja, after meeting Imran Khan in jail, echoed the
party founder’s stance that sustainable peace in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and the wider region requires engagement of
all stakeholders. “Killing people and blowing up bombs will
not bring peace,” he said, adding that Imran had conveyed
messages to Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur.
Separately, on the occasion of the 95th Independence Day
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf, on behalf of its founder chairman and former prime
minister Imran Khan, extended warm felicitations to the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al-Saud, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and
the people of Saudi Arabia. In a statement issued by PTI’s
Central Media Department, the party lauded the recently
concluded Strategic Defence Mutual Agreement (SDMA).

ing Western countries into "hell" and failing to support his
peace efforts in Gaza and Ukraine. But while Trump struck
a mostly joking tone about the escalator on Tuesday, his
mood hardened a day later.

"A REAL DISGRACE took place at the United Nations yesterday.
Not one, not two, but three very sinister events!" he wrote.

Trump said the escalator stop could have been a "real disaster."
"It's amazing that Melania and I didn't fall forward onto the sharp
edges of these steel steps, face first," he said.

Trump then complained that his teleprompter for his speech

was "stone cold dark" for the first 15 minutes, and that the
sound in the UN auditorium was "completely off."

The US president called for the security tapes for the escalator to
be saved, adding: "The Secret Service is involved."

The United Nations did not immediately react to Trump's state-
ment. But it insisted on Tuesday that there were simple expla-
nations for it all. A videographer from the US delegation "may
have inadvertently triggered the safety function" on the escalator,
causing it to stop, Stephane Dujarric, a spokesman for UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres, said in a statement. "Regarding the
teleprompter, we have no comment since the teleprompter for the
US president is operated by the White House."

- Agencies

GB traders
reject
agreement
reached
with federal
government

NEews DESK

GILGIT: Traders in
Gilgit-Baltistan have decid-
ed to continue their sit-in

despite the government
agreeing to conditionally
exempt imports routed

through the Sost Dry Port
from key federal taxes,
trade leader Javed Hussain
— who has been leading the
protest — told Dawn.com on
Thursday. Local traders in
GB have been staging a pro-
test sit-in, blocking the port
since July. The protest was
launched against the gov-
ernment’s taxation policies
and suspension of customs
clearance at the port.
Yesterday, the government
agreed to tax exemptions
on imports coming through
the port — provided that the
goods were for local con-
sumption and meet strict
eligibility conditions. The
total annual value of tax ex-
emptions was capped at Rs4
billion. This was announced
after talks between the fed-
eral government, GB gov-
ernment and local business
leaders in Islamabad.

“After the agreement and
its announcement in Islam-
abad, it was suggested to us
to end the protest. But we
don’t agree with this [sug-
gestion] and have decided
to continue the sitin and
keep the trade suspended,”
he said. Hussain said trad-
ers would now have a sitting
with its representative body
that held talks with the gov-
ernment. If its members
were able to give a satisfac-
tory justification regarding
yesterday’s agreement,
traders would deliberate
on whether to continue the
protest, he added.

“Setting a limit on imports
and placing a cap of Rs4bn
goes against our demands,”
he asserted, adding that
traders’ demands were
based on GB’s “legal sta-
tus” in the country and the
“exemption it was provided
under the Constitution”.

Trump,
Erdogan
discuss F-35s

DNA

WASHINGTON:  President
Donald Trump suggested the
US could lift sanctions on
Turkey and allow it to buy US
F-35 jets as he kicked off talks
with Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan, but said he wanted
Ankara to stop purchases of
Russian oil. Erdogan’s first
visit to the White House in
about six years comes at a
time when Ankara is keen to
take advantage of a US admin-
istration eager to make deals
in return for big-ticket arms
and trade agreements.

Seated side by side in the
Oval Office, Trump called
Erdogan a “very tough man”
and said he would like to
see Turkey stop purchases
of Russian oil. Turkey, Hun-
gary, and Slovakia are the
main European purchasers
of Russian oil and Trump is
pressing for them to stop.
“T'd like to have him stop
buying any oil from Russia
while Russia continues this
rampage against Ukraine,”
Trump said of Erdogan.
Asked whether he was will-
ing to make a deal to sell
F-35s to Turkey, Trump told
reporters: “I think he’ll be
successful in buying the
things that he wants to buy.
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