
PNS YARMOOK seizes 
narcotics worth $ 972 mn

Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Admiral Naveed Ashraf, lauded 

the crew of PNS YARMOOK  
for their professionalism, 
vigilance, and dedication

DNA
Rawalpindi: In a significant achieve-
ment, Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) YAR-
MOOK, operating under the Saudi-led 
Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150) of 
the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), 
successfully executed a major counter-nar-
cotics operation in the North Arabian Sea, 
resulting in the seizure of narcotics valued 
at approximately USD 972 million.
This landmark operation underscores Pa-
kistan Navy’s unwavering commitment to 

regional maritime security, global peace, 
and the international community’s ongo-
ing fight against illicit trafficking at sea. 
The interception and seizure represent 
one of the largest successful anti-narcot-
ics operations conducted under the CMF 
framework in recent months.
Operating as part of the multinational CTF-
150, which focuses on ensuring maritime 
stability and deterring terrorism, piracy, 
and illegal activities across the high seas, 
the success of PNS YARMOOK reaffirms 
Pakistan’s role as a responsible maritime 
partner. It highlights the Navy’s operation-
al excellence, professional competence, 
and its proactive contribution to peace 
and security in the wider Indian Ocean 
Region. Upon the successful completion 
of the operation, Chief of the Naval Staff, 
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Nothing is 
secret in 

Doha 
ceasefire 

truce
From Shamim Shahid 
PESHAWAR: The Ministry of 
Defense of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan in a state-
ment said that the ceasefire 
agreement signed between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
in Doha contains nothing 
beyond what has already 
been disclosed by Mawlawi 
Mohammad Yaqoob Muja-
hid, defense minister.
Reports from Ksbul reveal 
that following the signing 
of the agreement, Mujahid 
discussed its details dur-
ing an online briefing with 
Afghan journalists. Accord-
ing to the Ministry’s state-
ment, the key elements of 
the agreement include: a 
complete ceasefire, mutual 
respect, no attacks on each 
other’s military or civilian 
infrastructure, resolving is-
sues through dialogue, and 
refraining from supporting 
assaults against one another.
Previously, Pakistani De-
fense Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif had said 
that the details of the agree-
ment were “classified.”

Courts can’t be barred 
from hearing cases

even if powers curtailed

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Amid the ongoing debate in the 
Supreme Court’s Constitutional Bench over 
the 26th Amendment, Justice Jamal Khan Man-
dokhail on Wednesday said that the apex court 
and high courts cannot be barred from hearing 
cases even if their powers are curtailed. “If the 
powers of the entire Supreme Court are tak-
en away by an amendment, who will hear the 
case? [....] the same court would hear the case, 
right? Justice Mandokhail remarked.
The judge’s remarks came during a hear-
ing on pleas against the 26th Amendment 
being heard by an eight-member bench 
led by Justice Amin-Ud-Din Khan.
The bench also includes Justice Ayesha A 
Malik, Justice Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi, Jus-
tice Musarrat Hilali, Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan and Justice Shahid Bilal Hassan.
Around three dozen petitioners, includ-
ing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Sunni Ittehad Coun-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Information Secretary Ambreen Jan paid a 
farewell call on the Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. Federal Information 

Minister Attaullah Tarar is also present on the occasion. – DNA

During s hearing, former chief justice Jawwad S 
Khawaja’s lawyer Khawaja Ahmed presented his 

arguments and contended that the 26th Amendment 
does not prohibit the formation of a full court

Justice Mandokhel says

Briefs

Pak condemns Israel’s violations 
of the Gaza Peace Agreement

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly 
condemns the renewed attacks 
by the Israeli occupying forces 
in Gaza, resulting in the loss of 
numerous civilian lives. 
Such actions run contrary to the 
spirit of the peace agreement 
signed in Sharm El-Sheikh in 
the presence of leadership from 
Muslim and the Arab world, US, 
Europe, and the UN.
Pakistan urges the interna-
tional community, to take ur-

gent and effective measures 
to end these violations and to 
ensure full implementation of 
the ceasefire and protection of 
Palestinian civilians.
Reaffirming its unwavering sup-
port for the Palestinian people, 
Pakistan calls for an immediate 
end to Israeli hostilities and 
reiterates its principled posi-
tion for the establishment of 
an independent, sovereign, 
viable and contiguous State 
of Palestine, based on pre-
June 1967 borders, with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

Israel must ease
aid into Gaza,

rules UN court
Centreline Report

NEW YORK: The International Court of 
Justice said Wednesday that Israel was 
obliged to ease the passage of aid into 
Gaza, stressing it had to provide Pales-
tinians with “basic needs” essential to 
survival. The wide-ranging ICJ ruling 
came as aid groups are scrambling to 
scale up much-needed humanitarian as-
sistance into Gaza, seizing upon a frag-
ile ceasefire agreed earlier this month.
ICJ President Yuji Iwasawa said Israel 
was “under an obligation to agree to 
and facilitate relief schemes provided 
by the United Nations and its entities”.
Israel rejected the ICJ’s ruling which 
said Israel was obliged to ease the pas-
sage of aid into Gaza and meet the “ba-
sic needs” of the population.
“Israel categorically rejects the ICJ’s 
‘advisory opinion’, which was entirely 
predictable from the outset regarding 
Unrwa,” foreign ministry spokesman, 
Oren Marmorstein, posted on X. “This 
is yet another political attempt to im-
pose political measures against Isra-
el under the guise of ‘International 
Law’.” Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Min-

Netanyahu signals opposition to 
any Turkish forces in Gaza;

Centre gives 
bullet proof 
vehicles to 

Balochistan
Naqvi accepts CM 

Bugti’s request after KP 
govt refuses bulletproof 
vehicles as “substandard 

and outdated”

Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
has approved the immedi-
ate dispatch of bulletproof 
vehicles, refused by the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment, to Balochistan 
for strengthening counter-
terrorism operations in the 
province governed by the 
Pakistan People’s Party.
Naqvi announced on his X 
account in response to a 
request from Balochistan 
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bug-
ti. The Balochistan chief 
minister had requested the 
interior minister to transfer 
those bulletproof vehicles 
to Balochistan if the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government is 
not willing to acquire them. 
“Like Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan is also affected 
by terrorism. An appeal to 
the Interior Minister that 
if the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government is refusing to 
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Opinion

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti

T he promise of de-
mocracy at the 
grassroots level in 

Pakistan continues to be 
sabotaged, and the latest 
episode comes from Pun-
jab, where the long-awaited 
local government (LG) elec-
tions have once again been 
thrown into disarray. The 

Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), which had 
earlier announced the delimitation of constituen-
cies to ensure that the elections could be held by 
December this year, has now abruptly withdrawn 
its decision. The Commission has asked the Punjab 
government to first carry out the required legisla-
tion before proceeding with the polls a move that 
clearly signals another indefinite delay.
This sudden reversal by the ECP has pushed the 
entire process back to square one. It appears, quite 
evidently, that the Punjab government is not inter-
ested in holding the LG elections any time soon. The 
reluctance is not administrative or procedural it is 
political. The provincial government, like many be-
fore it, seems unwilling to share power with the peo-
ple at the grassroots level. This attitude is not new; 
it has become a hallmark of successive governments 
across Pakistan, irrespective of their political color. 
Every ruling elite pays lip service to the ideals of de-
mocracy and decentralization, but when it comes to 
actual empowerment of the people, they pull back.
Local governments, by design, are the foundation 

of democracy. They ensure that development deci-
sions, governance issues, and public services are 
managed closer to the people. They help identify 
local problems, prioritize them, and address them 
efficiently. Unfortunately, Pakistan’s political elite 
has always viewed local governments as a threat to 
their centralized power. This mindset has prevent-
ed the country from evolving into a true democracy 
where power is distributed equitably.
It is not only Punjab that suffers from this malaise. 
The situation across the country is equally discour-
aging. In Islamabad, there is no functioning local gov-
ernment. Despite elections being held in the past, 
the elected representatives were never granted real 
authority or resources. In Sindh and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, too, local governments have often been 
rendered powerless through bureaucratic controls, 
budgetary restrictions, and legislative loopholes. In 
Balochistan, LG elections were held after long de-
lays, but the councils remain weak and ineffective. 
Every time there is a schedule for local elections, 
something happens to derail it. Either courts inter-
vene, legislation remains incomplete, or adminis-
trative excuses are cited to push the matter aside. 
These repeated disruptions raise serious ques-
tions: Who are the forces that do not want the peo-
ple of this country to prosper? Who benefits from 
keeping citizens poor, illiterate, and powerless? 
Who gains from the denial of local governance 
and from keeping development decisions con-
fined to the elite corridors of power?
The answer is both simple and disturbing it is 
the elite class that has kept Pakistan perpetually 
unstable and dependent. This class comprising a 
mix of politicians, bureaucrats, landed aristocra-
cy, and powerful interest groups thrives on cen-
tralized control. They understand that once peo-

ple at the grassroots level are empowered, their 
monopoly on politics will be broken. Local lead-
ers, closer to the people and more accountable, 
would rise and challenge the traditional power 
structure. Vote buying, manipulation, and dynas-
tic politics would become increasingly difficult. 
The Punjab government’s hesitation to hold LG 
polls exposes this deliberate resistance. Despite 
tall claims of democracy and service delivery, the 
ruling elite remains unwilling to devolve power. 
The irony is that Pakistan’s Constitution, under 
Article 140-A, mandates the establishment of lo-
cal governments and the devolution of political, 
administrative, and financial powers to them. 
Yet, successive governments have treated this 
constitutional obligation as optional. The ECP, 
too, often bows to political pressure instead of 
asserting its autonomy and ensuring timely elec-
tions. The current development, where the ECP 
has withdrawn its own decision on delimitation, 
reinforces the perception that even independent 
institutions hesitate to confront political elites.
If democracy means representation and ac-
countability, then the absence of local govern-
ments makes the entire system hollow. Nation-
al and provincial assemblies cannot effectively 
address community-level problems. 
Even in Islamabad, the capital city that should ide-
ally set an example of governance, the local gov-
ernment structure is paralyzed. The courts have 
intervened several times, election schedules have 
been announced and withdrawn, and the elected 
representatives have often been sent home without 
being allowed to serve. The citizens of Islamabad, 
despite living in the heart of the federation, have 
no say in how their neighborhoods are managed.
The situation in Punjab mirrors this dysfunction. After 

multiple delays and promises, the hope that elections 
would finally take place in December has now faded. 
The ECP’s decision to step back  and the government’s 
lack of urgency indicates that the issue will once again 
be shelved indefinitely. This cycle of announcement, 
delay, and cancellation has eroded public trust in both 
the electoral process and democratic institutions.
The absence of local governance has broader conse-
quences. It deepens inequality, weakens service delivery, 
and fuels frustration among citizens. It also strengthens 
the perception that democracy in Pakistan serves only 
the powerful, not the people. Real progress whether in 
education, health, sanitation, or economic opportuni-
ty depends on effective local governance. When peo-
ple are excluded from decision-making, corruption 
flourishes, and development funds are misused.
For how long will this continue? For how long will 
political leaders talk about democracy while deny-
ing its essence? For how long will the people be 
kept poor, uneducated, and dependent? Unless 
these questions are answered, Pakistan’s demo-
cratic journey will remain incomplete. The elite 
class must realize that sustainable progress re-
quires empowering citizens, not controlling them.
True democracy begins from the bottom up from 
the neighborhoods, towns, and villages where real 
lives unfold. Empowered local governments can 
become engines of change, development, and ac-
countability. But that will happen only when those 
in power allow it to happen. Until then, democracy 
in Pakistan will remain confined to speeches, slo-
gans, and ceremonies. If Pakistan truly wishes to 
prosper, it must break free from this cycle of cen-
tralized control and deliberate disempowerment. 
The revival of genuine, functional, and empowered 
local governments is not merely a political necessi-
ty; it is a moral and constitutional obligation.

Punjab local body elections again in shambles

Middle East peace

cil (SIC), Lahore High Court Bar Associa-
tion, Lahore Bar Association, Karachi Bar 
Association as well as the former seven 
presidents of the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA) and various individuals in 
personal capacity, had challenged the valid-
ity of the 26th Constitutional Amendment.
During s hearing, former chief justice Jaw-
wad S Khawaja’s lawyer Khawaja Ahmed 
presented his arguments and contended 
that the 26th Amendment does not prohibit 
the formation of a full court.
In his remarks, Justice Amin-Ud-Din noted 
that most senior lawyers, during the hear-
ing, said to put the 26th Amendment aside 
altogether in their arguments. Noting that, 
like judges, lawyers also disagree with each 
other, counsel Khawaja Ahmed said that he 
did not agree that a full court needs to com-
prise all 24 judges. “[I] have two questions: 
whether there should be a full court and if yes, 
then which one?” questioned Justice Malik.
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Poland DPM 
Sikorski 

due today
DNA

ISLAMAAD:Poland Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Radosław Sikor-
ski will arrive in Pakistan 
tomorrow (Thursday) on a 
two-day official visit from 
October 23 to 24, during 
which both countries will 
discuss the full spectrum 
of bilateral relations. In a 
statement, the Foreign Of-
fice said that Sikorski will 
be paying a visit at the in-
vitation of DPM Senator 
Ishaq Dar, which would be 
his second visit to Paki-
stan. His previous visit took 
place in 2011.  During the 
visit, DPM Dar will hold a 
one-on-one meeting as well 
as delegation-level talks 
with his Polish counterpart. 
The two sides are expected 
to discuss the full spectrum 
of bilateral relations, and 
the talks will be followed by 
a joint press stakeout. The 
Polish high-up’s visit “marks 
a significant milestone in 
Pakistan–Poland relations.

Security 
forces ‘crush 

terrorists
News Desk

QUETTA: The Pakistan 
Armed Forces have killed six 
Fitna al-Hindustan terrorists 
in the Dalbandin area of dis-
trict Chagai in Balochistan, 
security sources said. Se-
curity forces launched a 
timely and precise operation 
after tracking the formation 
hiding in the mountains 
through aerial reconnais-
sance, they added. The op-
eration completely disman-
tled the formation, reducing 
threats to forces and civil-
ians, security sources said. 
In a separate operation in 
Bajaur, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Pakistan forces eliminat-
ed hideouts and tunnels of 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) alias Fitna al-Khawar-
ij. A terrorist was killed in an 
intense fire exchange when 
security forces conducted 
an intelligence-based opera-
tion at a cave in Shahi Tangi 
forest, security sources said.

PTI to start nation-wide
public engagement drive
Reiterating Imran’s message to the nation, Raja said: 

“Patron in Chief Imran Khan has urged the people to keep 
faith in Allah Almighty; victory always belongs to truth

Public rally in Karachi in Nov 

Bureau Report

KARACHI: The PTI announced on Wednes-
day that a “massive public rally” would be 
held in Karachi during the month of Novem-
ber to kick off a nationwide public engage-
ment campaign. A press release issued to-
day said the decision was taken during PTI 
Secretary General Barrister Salman Akram 
Raja’s visit to Karachi. During his visit, he 
met party leaders, including PTI Sindh Presi-
dent Haleem Adil Sheikh, PTI Parliamentary 
Leader Shabbir Qureshi and Jamal Siddiqui.
Raja held detailed discussions on the pre-
vailing political situation, strategy for party 
founder Imran Khan’s release and organisa-
tional matters. Addressing the media after 
the meetings, Raja announced that a “mas-
sive public rally will be held in Karachi” in 
November, followed by similar gatherings in 
Hyderabad and other major cities as part of 
a nationwide public engagement campaign. 
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ATC again 
issues warrant 

for Aleema 
Judge orders forfeiture of Aleema’s 

surety bonds worth Rs100,000

Faisal Sheikh

RAWALPINDI: An anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) in Rawalpindi on Wednesday 
once again issued non-bailable arrest 
warrant for Aleema Khan in connection 
with cases related to the PTI’s protest 
on November 26 last year. ATC Judge 
Amjad Ali Shah, while presiding over 
the hearing, issued a non-bailable ar-
rest warrant for Aleema for the fourth 
time after she failed to appear before 
the court despite repeated summons. 
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Palestine envoy 
thanks Pakistan 
for full support

IslamabadPOST

ister Benjamin Netanyahu hinted on 
Wednesday at his opposition to any 
role for Turkish security forces in the 
Gaza Strip as part of a mission to mon-
itor a US-backed ceasefire with the 
Palestinian resistance group Hamas.
Speaking in Jerusalem alongside vis-
iting US Vice President JD Vance, 
Netanyahu said they had discussed 

the “day-after” for Gaza, including 
who could provide security in the 
territory shattered by two years 
of war. Vance, who said on Tues-
day US President Donald Trump’s 
ceasefire plan was going better than 
expected, reiterated his optimism. 
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DNA

Islamabad:  The King Salman Hu-
manitarian Aid and Relief Centre (KS-
relief) officially launched the Dates 
Distribution Project Pakistan 2025 
at a ceremony held in Islamabad. 
The project was formally inaugu-
rated by His Excellency Nawaf 
Saeed Bin Al-Malkiy, Ambassador 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
Pakistan, in the presence of the 
Chief Guest His Excellency Sena-
tor Captain Shaheen Khalid Butt, 
Managing Director, Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal, along with representatives 
from government institutions, 
international organizations, and 
humanitarian partners. Under 
this initiative, KSrelief will dis-
tribute premium-quality Saudi 
dates across all provinces and 
regions of Pakistan including Pun-
jab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan, and 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir in close 
collaboration with Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal.
 The project aims to support thou-
sands of vulnerable families, es-
pecially those affected by floods 
and economic hardships, by help-
ing meet their basic nutritional 
needs.
Speaking at the launch event, 

the Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan high-
lighted that this initiative embod-
ies the deep-rooted friendship, 
brotherhood, and humanitarian 
partnership between Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan. The Dates Distribution 
Project 2025 forms part of KSrelief’s 

broader humanitarian efforts across 
Pakistan. The Centre continues to 
implement multiple programs in 
the areas of food security, health, 
education, water and sanitation, 
and livelihood support—reaffirm-
ing the Kingdom’s commitment to 
serving humanity and promoting 

sustainable development. In his 
closing remarks, Senator Captain 
Shaheen Khalid Butt, Managing 
Director of Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal, 
expressed heartfelt gratitude to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and KSre-
lief for their continued support to 
the people of Pakistan. 

Saudi Arabia launches 
dates distribution project

Construction sector plays vital 
role in national development

DNA

Islamabad: President of the Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI), Sardar Tahir Mahmood, has said 
that the real estate and construction sectors play a vital 
role in the stability and progress of the national econo-
my. These sectors not only generate thousands of em-
ployment opportunities but also contribute significantly 
to investment, business activities, and government rev-
enues. He added that if the government extends more 
facilitation and policy support to these sectors, they can 
serve as a strong engine for economic growth He ex-
pressed these views while addressing the inauguration 
ceremony of a private construction project in Khaira Gali. 
The ceremony was attended by ICCI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Tahir Ayub, Vice President Chaudhry Muhammad 
Irfan, President of All Pakistan Anjuman-e-Tajiran Ajmal 
Baloch, project co-owners and former ICCI President 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari and Secretary of Anjuman-e-Ta-
jiran Aabpara Market Akhtar Abbasi, Secretary General 
of UBG and ICCI Council Member Zafar Bakhtawari, 
ICCI Council Member Mian Shaukat Masood, and several 
other prominent members of the business community. 
Sardar Tahir Mahmood said that the project initiated by 
Ahsan Bakhtawari and Akhtar Abbasi is not only a mile-
stone in the business sector but also a valuable addition 
to the scenic region of Galiyat. He emphasized that if real 
estate ventures are pursued with honesty and transpar-
ency, they can become an outstanding example of social 
service. Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that this project is 
being developed to stand apart from other residential pro-
jects, offering residents a world-class living experience. 
He shared that after successfully organizing a tourism 
summit in Skardu, he had planned to initiate a project 
there, but on the advice of Akhtar Abbasi, they decided 
to develop it in Murree or Galiyat, which proved to be 
an excellent choice. He added that the project aims to 
provide visiting families and tourists with a complete 
opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty and pleasant cli-
mate of the area. Each apartment, he noted, will feature 
a private terrace. Bakhtawari further said that private 

construction projects contribute significantly to the beau-
tification of cities, improvement of urban facilities, and 
promotion of public welfare. He expressed confidence 
that this project, owing to its construction quality, prime 
location, and modern lifestyle, would become a hallmark 
of the region. Ajmal Baloch remarked that this project 
reflects not just a business venture but also a spirit of ser-
vice, adding beauty to an already beautiful region. Akhtar 
Abbasi stated that their project reached this level of pro-
gress in just six months, showcasing their determination, 
teamwork, and vision. The target, he said, is to complete 
the project within two years, aiming to provide a modern 
and international-standard lifestyle. He also offered the 
main hall of the project to ICCI and all trade organiza-
tions for holding meetings to strengthen mutual relations 
among the business community. Hasnain Abbasi, son 

of Akhtar Abbasi, gave a detailed presentation on the 
project, saying: In just six months, I have learned from 
Ahsan Bakhtawari what others might not learn in twen-
ty years. His mentorship has taught me the importance 
of professional discipline and construction quality. The 
ceremony was also attended by ICCI Executive Members 
Mohsin Khalid, Roohail Anwar Butt, Zulqarnain Abbasi, 
Waseem Chaudhry, Nasir Chaudhry, Shumaila Siddiqui, 
Fatima Azeem, President of Talagang Chamber Malik 
Shabir Awan, and prominent trader leaders including 
Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Waheed Cheema, Yousuf Rajput, 
Zahid Rafiq, Yasir Jameel Abbasi, Ahmed Khan, Tahir Ab-
basi, Naeem Akhtar Awan, Zahir Abbasi, Imtiaz Abbasi, 
Naveed Malik, Najeeb Malik, Shahid Abbasi, Raja Safeer, 
Sajjad Sarwar, Saif ur Rehman, Khalid Chaudhry, Faizan 
Shehzad, and several others. 

Crackdown against 
drug dealers begins
HYDERABAD: Shaheed Be-
nazirabad Police launched 
massive crackdown on  
drug dealers and wanted 
criminals and has claimed 
the arrested of 10 offend-
ers.  The initiative was 
taken on the directives of 
SSP Shaheed Benazirabad, 
Shabir Ahmed Sethar.  The 
police teams from various 
police stations across the 
district conducted effective 
operations, resulting in the 
arrest of 10 accused individ-
uals involved in narcotics and 
criminal activities. Sakrand 
Police Station carried out 
two successful operations.  
In the first operation, Ilyas 
s/o Muhammad Bakhsh 
Khaskheli was arrested and 
two packets of Z-21 Gutka 
were recovered from his 
possession.  A case (FIR No. 
283/2025) was registered 

under Sections 4/8. In the 
second, Naeem s/o Umar 
Lohar was arrested with two 
packets of Z-21 Gutka and 
a case (FIR No. 281/2025) 
was registered under Sec-
tions 4/8. The Jam Datar 
Police Station arrested Za-
hid Hussain s/o Ghulam Fa-
rooq Shar, wanted in case 
FIR No. 74/2024 under 
Sections 496-A, 455, and 
376 PPC. The Taluka Police 
Station apprehended Ali 
Shan Rind and recovered 
1,100 grams of charas from 
his possession.  A case (FIR 
No. 98/2025) was regis-
tered under Section 9(1)3C 
of the CNSA. Daur Police 
Station, during patrol, ar-
rested drug dealer Shahbaz 
Ali Dahri with charas.  A 
case (FIR No. 114/2025) 
was registered under Sec-
tion 9(1)3C CNSA. The 

60-Mile Police Station ar-
rested Waqar alias Mithal 
alias Toto Chhutto, wanted 
in FIR No. 56/2025 un-
der Section 392 PPC. Po-
lice recovered a snatched 
CD-70 motorcycle and a 
30-bore pistol from him. 
A separate case (FIR No. 
57/2025) was registered 
under Section 24(A) SAA. 
Balu Ja Quba Police Station 
conducted two successful 
operations.  In the first op-
eration, Pappu s/o Gulab 
Sojhi was arrested with 72 
points of whisky and a CNG 
rickshaw.  A case (FIR No. 
57/2025) was registered 
under Sections 3/4 PEHO. 
In the second, Nihal Chan-
dio was arrested with 1,330 
grams of charas, and a case 
(FIR No. 56/2025) was 
registered under Section 
9(1)3C CNSA.—APP

Federal Ombudsman  
extends relief to citizens
DERA ISMAIL KHAN:Deputy Registrar of the Federal Ombudsman Secretariat Regional Office Dera Ismail Khan, Shafqat 
Ali, visited district Bhakkar to address citizens’ complaints against various federal organizations at their doorsteps. He 
undertook the visit on the special directives of Federal Ombudsman Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi and attended the OCR Program 
held at the Provincial Ombudsman Office Bhakkar. He heard public complaints against WAPDA FESCO Bhakkar, Sui Gas, 
State Life Insurance Company, NADRA, Benazir Income Support Programme, and other departments. The Deputy Regis-
trar issued orders on the spot, providing immediate relief to several citizens. The participants lauded the initiative of the 
Federal Ombudsman, saying that it had not only facilitated citizens but also paved the way for prompt redressal of their 
grievances. Speaking to the media, Shafqat Ali said that, as per the directions of the Federal Ombudsman, open courts 
(Khuli Kacheris) and departmental inspections were being held in remote areas to ensure access to justice and services 
at people’s doorsteps. He said that the timely resolution of citizens’ complaints was the top priority of the Federal Om-
budsman Secretariat, and the purpose of today’s visit was to enable direct interaction between citizens and government 
officers for transparent and speedy problem-solving. The Deputy Registrar further instructed the officials of all con-
cerned departments that negligence or delay in addressing public grievances would not be tolerated. People appreciated 
the Federal Ombudsman’s initiative, terming it a positive step toward promoting public relief and ensuring swift justice

Through the eyes of Red Maple Learners 
Learning the Red Maple Way! 

At Red Maple Montessori & School, our
International Primary Curriculum (IPC) is
designed to nurture curious minds and
confident learners!
Through Cultural Learning, Academic
Growth, Personal Development, and
Practical Skills, our students don’t just
learn—they thrive!
Every lesson sparks creativity, every
project builds confidence, and every day
brings new discoveries. 

Empowering young minds to think,
explore, and grow—the Red Maple Way!

HOUSE# 6,STREET 9, SECTOR F-7/3 ISLAMABAD | PH:051-8481863 | CELL:0334-9591433
            info@redmaplemontessori.com                 redmaplemontessori.isb           www.redmaplempntessori.com                                       

At Red Maple, learning comes alive in
every corner of the classroom!
From exploring technology through
robotics to expressing creativity in music,
discovering the world with our
international curriculum, and building
confidence through digital literacy — every
child learns in their own unique way.

Because at Red Maple, every day is a new
opportunity to learn, create, and shine!

Pakistan’s sesame 
seed exports 

increases
dna

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
sesame seed exports to Chi-
na crossed $68.56 million 
in the first three quarters 
of 2025, China Economic 
Net reported on Wednes-
day quoting the latest data 
from the General Adminis-
tration of Customs of China 
(GACC). During the same 
period last year, Pakistan’s 
sesame exports totaled 
$36.59 million, representing 
a remarkable year-on-year 
increase of over 87%.  From 
January to September 2025, 
Pakistan exported 55.61 
million kilograms of sesame 
seeds to China at an average 
price of $1.23 per kilogram. 
In the same period last year, 
the figure was 23.95 million 
kilograms with an average 
price of $1.52 per kilogram. 
Globally, China’s sesame 
seed imports have continued 
to grow steadily amid rising 
demand for edible oils and 
traditional food processing. 

GACC data further showed 
that Niger remained Chi-
na’s leading sesame sup-
plier with exports worth 
$543.02 million, followed 
by Togo ($189.10 million) 
and Tanzania ($161.68 
million) in the first nine 
months of 2025.  Other key 
suppliers included Ethiopia 
($144.03 million), Mozam-
bique ($121.18 million), 
and Myanmar ($88.56 mil-
lion). Pakistani exporters 
believe that the country’s 
strong export performance 
highlights its improving 
agricultural production and 
growing competitiveness in 
the Chinese market.  They 
added that, in recent years, 
Chinese enterprises have 
strengthened cooperation 
with Pakistani traders to 
enhance value addition and 
post-harvest processing, 
significantly improving ex-
port quality and consisten-
cy. “In September 2024, 
we successfully organ-
ized the ‘Sesame Trade 
and Investment Oppor-

tunities in China’ event. 
A 23-member Pakistani 
delegation secured deals 
for 15,000 metric tons 
and signed a $28 million 
MoU with Daming govern-
ment-backed enterprises,” 
said Khalil Hashmi, Am-
bassador of Pakistan to 
China. He added that 177 
Pakistani sesame compa-
nies are now registered 
in China.Experts noted 
that sesame seeds are 
increasingly being used 
in China’s food, oil, and 
health product indus-
tries, driving import de-
mand. Pakistan’s sesame 
seed quality, favorable 
climatic conditions, and 
expanding export capacity 
offer a promising outlook 
for further trade growth 
between the two countries. 
Analysts said that recent 
floods in Pakistan affected 
exports, but they expect 
the country’s sesame seed 
shipments to continue their 
upward trajectory in the 
coming years.

Oncologist 
sounds alarm 

on ‘Breast
Cancer Surge’

ISLAMABAD: Oncologist, 
Wednesday, during the on-
going October awareness 
campaign, underscored 
the necessity of prompt 
screening and timely diag-
nosis, revealing that 27 out 
of every 100 women are 
afflicted with breast cancer 
and approximately one lakh 
new cases emerge annual-
ly, emphasizing that early 
identification is crucial for 
successful intervention and 
enhanced survival prospects. 
While speaking with a local 
news channel, Oncologist 
Dr Alia Shama stressed the 
critical importance of early 
screening and diagnosis in 
combating breast cancer, 
adding,  alarming statistics 
showing that 27 out of every 
100 women are affected by 
the disease. —APP

Support 
for women 
lawyers’ 

conference 
extended

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson 
National Commission on the 
Status of Women (NCSW), 
Ume Laila Azhar, reaffirmed 
the Commission’s strong 
support for women lawyers 
advocating equality and jus-
tice across Pakistan during 
the 5th Annual Women Law-
yers Conference The event 
was organized under the 
EU-funded Deliver Justice 
Project, implemented in col-
laboration with the United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and part-
ner organizations.  It aimed 
to highlight the pivotal role 
of women in the legal pro-
fession and to strengthen 
their contributions toward 
ensuring equitable access 
to justice. Addressing the 
participants, Chairperson 
Ume Laila Azhar emphasized 
that empowering women in 
the legal field is essential to 
achieving a fair and inclusive 
justice system.  She reiterat-
ed NCSW’s commitment to 
fostering a supportive envi-
ronment that enables women 
lawyers to lead change and 
contribute meaningfully to jus-
tice reforms in Pakistan.—APP

Farah Naz 
urges for envi-
ronment pro-

tection
ISLAMABAD: Farah Naz 
Akbar, Parliamentary Sec-
retary, Ministry of Federal 
Education and Professional 
Training, called every tree 
planted today, a promise for a 
healthier future, urging youth 
to take an active role in envi-
ronmental protectionShe ex-
pressed these views during 
the visit at Islamabad Mod-
el College for Boys, I-8/3, 
where she planted a tree as 
part of the ongoing Monsoon 
Tree Plantation Campaign 
under the weekly theme 
“Aik Beta, Aik Shajar,” said a 
press release on Wednesday. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Farah Naz highlighted that 
the theme reflected the vi-
sion of the Honorable Prime 
Minister, Mian Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif, for a greener, 
cleaner and more sustainable 
Pakistan. —APP

Tank admin holds 
open court to 

address citizens’ 
problems

TANK:The district admin-
istration has held an open 
court(Kuli Kacheri) to ad-
dress public complaints and 
issues at their doorsteps 
under the provincial gov-
ernment’s public agenda. 
According to administration, 
the open court was held at 
the deputy commissioner’s 
office, which was attended 
by a large number of depart-
mental officers, public repre-
sentatives, and citizens. Dur-
ing the open court, citizens 
highlighted various issues 
pertaining to electricity, gas, 
education, health, sanitation, 
and other public services. 
The Deputy Commission-
er Tanvir Khan addressed 
the forum and directed the 
concerned officers to utilize 
all available resources to re-
solve genuine public issues 
immediately, ensuring max-
imum relief for the citizens. 
He said that the purpose 
of holding open courts is 
to directly engage with the 
public and ensure prompt 
resolution of their problems.  
He added that the district 
administration, in line with 
the provincial government’s 
public agenda, is committed 
to providing services to citi-
zens at their doorstep. He 
further said that under the 
Open Door Policy, public 
grievances were also being 
heard during office hours, 
and the office doors remain 
open for citizens at all times 
to ensure continuous public 
relief—APP

KIU launches 
book on 

CPEC-BRI 
Nexus

dna

ISLAMABAD: Karakoram 
International University 
(KIU) has launched a schol-
arly book titled “CPEC and 
BRI Nexus: Perspectives on 
Economy, Politics, Culture 
and Environment”, offering 
a comprehensive look into 
the multidimensional impact 
of China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Compiled by Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Dr. Ataullah 
Shah, Dr. Faqir Muham-
mad, Director of the China 
Study Center (CSC), and 
Khalid Mahmood Alam, 
Assistant Professor at the 
same center, the book 
was unveiled at a grand 
ceremony held recently 
at the university, reports 
Gwadar Pro.—APP
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Pakistan’s kinetic action has brought 
Taliban regime to dialogue table

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The developments between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan this time are occurring in 
different context and tone, unlike in the past, Tal-
iban repeatedly broke pledges and commitments 
to peace. The new normal set by Pakistan means 
retaliation targeting the source, stated by Ambassa-
dor Jauhar Saleem during an event titled, “Decod-
ing India’s Renewed Engagement with Afghanistan 
under Taliban: Implications for Pakistan’s Securi-
ty”, organized by the Institute of Regional Studies, 
Islamabad, attended by academicians, researchers, 
journalists, and students. The high-level Taliban 
regime’s delegation led by the foreign minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi hosted by New Delhi ex-
posed Indian manifestation of expanding its in-
f luence in Afghanistan to destabilize Pakistan. 
Pakistan cautious of the emerging situation, 
does not intend on influencing Taliban regime 
but to hostile alignments and overcome securi-
ty concerns Pakistan would act firmly. India’s 
strategy to create a two-front situation against 
Pakistan is not new. It has occurred during 
both the Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani re-
gimes. The strategic space lost with Taliban in 
power, limited India’s ability to act against Pa-
kistan. New Delhi having multiple consulates 
in Afghanistan were involved in promoting 
terrorism, spying and surveillance in Pakistan. 
The popular humanitarian projects of India 
were also carried out for its own benefits.  
General Naeem Khalid Lodhi emphasized on 
Pakistan welcoming Doha agreement though 
still unfolding. The miscalculated political and 
military attempt of Afghanistan in attacking 
Pakistani forces having no conventional match, 
adversely backfired. However, Pakistan must 
introspect on its own weaknesses for leaving 
a vacuum, conveniently filled by India. Gen. 
Lodhi suggested on reviewing and improving 
both the interior and foreign policies. Ambas-
sador Zamir Akram stressed on analyzing the 
geopolitical situation in a broader context, wit-
nessing fourth round of the great game. The 

historically established Indo-Afghan objectives 
of collectively competing against Pakistan for 
pressurizing and gaining leverage remain un-
changed. With India’s support, Afghans have 
been involved in using the border dispute to 
generate separatist movements within Paki-
stan. A stable and friendly Afghanistan, de-
spite two-front compunction, is desirable by 
Pakistan to pursue planned economic connec-
tivity projects with Central Asian states. 
Ambassador Abrar Hussain pondered upon the 
power and capacity the Taliban have by sheltering 
about 20 terrorist groups, including TTP, ISIS, 

threatening Pakistan. Pakistan-Afghanistan talks 
aimed to dismantle these terrorist groups, but 
were denied by the Taliban later. A major shift 
in the Taliban’s attitude was observed when they 
called the problem not theirs but Pakistan’s. In-
dia’s assistance was reportedly involved in the 
horrific Jaffer express attack, planned from Kabul. 
Indian intelligence assets remained in Afghanistan 
even after the Taliban takeover, using them against 
both Pakistan and China to weaken CPEC projects. 
Dr. Qamar Cheema suggested not to glamorize the 
Taliban as they haven’t contributed to the Islam-
ic system, and both Pakistan and the Taliban have 

different concepts of the Islamic state. The Indian 
ambassador in New York listed every terror group 
except for the TTP and its presence in Afghanistan. 
This selective denial must be challenged by Paki-
stan. India’s neighborhood policy has failed and 
become stagnant. Therefore, it seeks new partners 
in Afghanistan and wants to be relevant in the re-
gion. Dr. Cheema highlighted that since India will 
be exposed miserably internationally in high-cost 
wars so it prefers low-cost wars such as the use of 
proxy or hybrid conflicts against Pakistan. Hence, 
a dire need to understand the new Afghanistan is 
required.
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Only 47% of 
Pakistanis have access 
to safe drinking water

Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: The Pakistan 
Institute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) organ-
ized a seminar titled “The 
Thirst for Safety: Water 
Quality and Public Health in 
Pakistan” at the A.R. Kemal 
Hall, Islamabad. The event 
brought together experts, 
researchers, and students 
to deliberate on Pakistan’s 
growing water-quality crisis 
and its alarming implications 
for public health and sustaina-
ble development. The keynote 
speaker, Dr. Hifza Rasheed, 
Director General (Water Qual-
ity) at the Pakistan Council of 
Research in Water Resources 
(PCRWR), presented detailed 
data and analysis on the state 
of Pakistan’s water resourc-
es, while Dr. Shujaat Farooq, 
Dean (Research) at PIDE, 
moderated the discussion. Dr. 
Shujaat Farooq opened the 
session by noting that access 
to safe and clean water is both 
a basic human right and a cor-
nerstone of national productiv-
ity. Despite Pakistan’s exten-

sive natural endowments, he 
said, the country faces signifi-
cant challenges including con-
tamination, over-extraction, 
and institutional weaknesses 
that make water insecurity 
one of the nation’s gravest 
public-health challenges. Cit-
ing UNICEF data, he empha-
sized that nearly 70 percent of 
households use contaminated 
water, and 30 to 40 percent 
of diseases—such as diarrhea, 
hepatitis, and typhoid—stem 
directly from unsafe water con-
sumption. “The challenge,” he 
stated, “is not just scarcity—it 
is coordination and manage-
ment challenges that affect 
both human and economic 
development.” Dr. Hifza 
Rasheed’s revealed a compre-
hensive national overview Pa-
kistan’s per-capita freshwater 
availability has plummeted 
from 5,260 m³ in 1951 to be-
low 1,000 m³ in 2024, official-
ly placing the country in the 
“water-scarce” category. Ag-
riculture consumes about 93 
percent of available freshwa-
ter, yet irrigation efficiency re-
mains only around 40 percent 
due to seepage and outdated 
systems. She added that over 

1.3 million tubewells are op-
erating in Punjab alone, with 
groundwater extraction now 
averaging 50 million acre-feet 
annually, causing severe de-
pletion—depths have reached 
600 to 1,200 feet in parts of 
Baluchistan and Islamabad. 
PCRWR monitoring shows 
that only 47 percent of Paki-
stan’s population currently 
has access to safe drinking wa-
ter, a modest rise from 39 per-
cent in 2022, but still far from 
the SDG 6.1 goal of universal 
access by 2030. She warned 
that unsafe water causes to an 
estimated 53,000 child deaths 
every year and contributes 
to Pakistan’s high rates of 
stunting—nearly 44 percent 
of children nationwide. Indus-
trial waste, pesticides, and un-
treated sewage are polluting 
surface and groundwater, with 
arsenic levels dangerously 
high across southern Punjab 
and Sindh. Water quality in 
the Eastern Rivers (Ravi and 
Sutlej) has sharply deteriorat-
ed due to transboundary pollu-
tion and unchecked industrial 
discharges. Only 38 percent of 
domestic wastewater in Paki-
stan is effectively treated.

Palestinian ambassador thanks 
Pak for unwavering support

 
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Ambas-
sador of Palestine to 
Pakistan, Dr Zuhair 
Zaid, on Wednesday ex-
pressed heartfelt grat-
itude to the govern-
ment and the people 
of Pakistan for their 
unwavering support for the Palestinian cause 

on all  fronts. He made 
these remarks during 
an event organized in 
connection with United 
Nations Day, to be ob-
served on October 24. 
The event was held at 
Federal Urdu Universi -
t y of Arts, Science and 
Technology (FUUAST), 
where he participated 
as a guest of honour. 

Other distinguished 
guests also attended the 
event, including former 
Pakistani ambassadors 
such as Ibrar Hussain. 
Zuhair Zaid said that 
Pakistan always stood 
against injustice, i l le-
gal occupation and hu-
man rights violations 
committed against the 
Palestinian people. 
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Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
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Oct 03/Republic of Korea
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador-designate to the UAE, Shafqat Ali Khan, paid a 
farewell call on Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Senator Mo-

hammad Ishaq Dar.   The DPM/FM commended Amb. Khan’s contribu-
tions as Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, particularly in 

effectively articulating Pakistan’s foreign policy narrative.-DNA

President, PM commend Pak Navy
ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Wednesday lauded the officers and personnel of the Pakistan Navy for successfully 
foiling a major narcotics smuggling bid worth billions of rupees.  The operation was 
carried out by PNS Yarmook under the Saudi-led Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)’ 
Combined Task Force (CTF-150), in the Arabian Sea. In separate statements, both 
leaders praised the Navy’s professional excellence and its growing international rec-
ognition. President Zardari described the operation as a matter of national pride and a 
shining example of the Pakistan Navy’s professional capabilities. He emphasized that 
Yarmook’s success reflected the Navy’s unwavering commitment to regional peace 
and stability. “This major anti-narcotics action highlights Pakistan’s critical role in 
promoting global peace and maritime security,” the president noted, terming it a fine 
example of mutual Pak-Saudi cooperation  He also extended special appreciation to Naval 
Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf and the crew of Yarmook for their exemplary performance. 
The prime minister said the officers and personnel of Pakistan Navy were engaged round 
the clock in safeguarding the country’s maritime boundaries.  “The entire nation including 
myself takes pride in officers and sailors of Pakistan Navy,” he added.—DNA
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Briefs
24 new dengue 

cases in 24 
hours

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad district administration 
intensified efforts under the 
dengue control action plan, 
inspecting more than 44,000 
sites and completing fogging 
at 2,418 locations in the past 
24 hours, as 24 new dengue 
cases were reported across 
rural and urban areas. The 
district administration on 
Wednesday issued a fresh 
dengue surveillance report 
highlighting ongoing activ-
ities to contain the virus 
across Islamabad. According 
to the report, field teams 
completed inspections at 
44,843 sites in the past day 
as part of the anti-dengue 
campaign. During inspec-
tions, dengue larvae were 
detected at 515 locations, 
while samples from three 
sites tested negative. To pre-
vent the spread of the virus, 
administration teams carried 
out spraying at 934 houses in 
high-risk zones and fogging 
operations at 2,418 points 
across the city. The report 
stated that 24 new dengue 
cases were confirmed in the 
last 24 hours. Of these, 20 
cases were reported from 
rural areas, while four cases 
emerged from urban local-
ities. The total number of 
dengue patients receiving 
treatment in city hospitals 
has now reached 64.—APP

IRSA releases 
94,600 cusecs 

water
ISLAMABAD:Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Wednesday released 94,600 
cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
67,800 cusecs. 
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the water lev-
el in the River Indus at Tarbe-
la Dam stood at 1549.68 
feet which was 147.68 feet 
higher than the dead level of 
1402.00 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam were recorded as 
35,800 cusecs and 40,000 
cusecs, respectively. 
The water level in the Jhelum 
River at Mangla Dam was 
1240.80 feet, which was 
190.80 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of wa-
ter was recorded as 7,400 
cusecs and 30,000 cusecs 
respectively. 
The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa, Guddu and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
44,200, 46,100, 42,500, and 
10,000 cusecs, respectively.
 Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 9,300 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera, and 8,600 cusecs were 
released from River Chenab 
at Marala._APP

Chairman 
NTDC calls on 
SAPM Haroon

dna

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man of the National Trans-
mission and Dispatch Com-
pany (NTDC) on Wednesday 
called on the Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
on Industries and Production 
(SAPM) Haroon Akhtar Khan 
and briefed him on modern 
energy-efficient models de-
signed for both industrial and 
domestic use. During the 
meeting, the NTDC Chair-
man highlighted that the 
use of insulation in buildings 
can significantly contribute 
to energy conservation by 
maintaining internal temper-
atures at optimal levels, said 
a news release.  He informed 
that the Energy Use Building 
Codes have been introduced 
for this very purpose, and 
their implementation has 
already begun under the 
directives of the feder-
al government. Haroon 
emphasized that modern 
technology and sustaina-
ble energy solutions are 
essential for Pakistan’s 
progress. He noted that 
energy demand rises 
sharply during the sum-
mer months in both indus-
trial operations and daily 
life, adding that insulation 
in buildings is an effective 
solution to reduce trans-
mission costs and meet 
the high seasonal demand. 
“Pakistan’s GDP growth is 
closely linked with energy 
costs,” said SAPM. “To 
enhance regional compet-
itiveness, adopting sus-
tainable energy practices 
in industries is the need 
of the hour.” The special 
assistant directed the En-
gineering Development 
Board (EDB) to collabo-
rate with NTDC and submit 
a progress report on the im-
plementation of energy-effi-
cient models.—APP

Pakistan sets 
sights on 

global tech 
stage 

ISLAMABAD:Minister for 
IT and Telecommunica-
tions, Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja Wednesday reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment to 
developing the ‘Semicon-
ductor Industry’ through 
global partnerships, urging 
students to pursue careers 
in this field to help Pakistan 
shine on the world stage.
In an exclusive interview on 
private news channel, Min-
ister Shaza Fatima Khawaja 
highlighted the vital role 
of youth in shaping Paki-
stan’s digital future, adding, 
we need to empower the 
younger generation with ad-
vanced expertise in emerg-
ing technologies such as 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Information Technology 
and Semiconductors. She 
reaffirmed that under the 
Prime Minister’s strategic 
vision, financial support 
for this transformative ini-
tiative will remain uninter-
rupted, adding, a dedicat-
ed allocation of 4.5 billion 
rupees from the Public 
Sector Development Pro-
gram (PSDP) has been 
earmarked to enhance 
technical training, including 
the professional develop-
ment of university faculty. 
The flagship program, IN-
SPIRE, is set to cultivate 
7,200 skilled professionals 
over a five-year period in 
semiconductor design, ver-
ification and research, she 
added. It will collaborate 
with nine public-sector uni-
versities across Pakistan’s 
northern, central and 
southern regions and es-
tablish six state-of-the-art 
integrated circuit (IC) lab-
oratories to bolster local 
innovation and industry 
readiness, she 
added        Responding to 
a query, Minister Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja expressed 
confidence in the potential 
of Pakistani youth, high-
lighting that currently, the 
greatest value lies in nur-
turing young designers. 
She emphasized that while 
the focus is on developing 
talented designers now, 
the country’s capabilities 
will expand significantly 
in the coming years. She 
also mentioned that Paki-
stan will collaborate with 
friendly countries, assur-
ing that such partnerships 
will help Pakistani students 
excel on the global stage 
and showcase their skills 
internationally.—APP

Pak-Azerbaijan bridge 
nations through youth 

The Ambassador of Azerbaijan expressed appreciation for the growing partnership, emphasizing that 
the youth of both nations must learn more about their longstanding friendship and cooperation

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman of the Prime Min-
ister’s Youth Programme (PMYP), Rana 
Mashhood Ahmad Khan, met with the Am-
bassador of Azerbaijan in Islamabad, reaf-
firming both nations’ shared commitment 
to empowering youth through education, 
innovation, and cultural exchange.  The 
high-level meeting focused on enhancing 
bilateral relations and advancing the imple-
mentation of the landmark Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) signed earlier this 
year between the two countries. Chairman 

Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan noted that 
Azerbaijan was the first nation with which 
the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme 
signed an MoU,a historic step witnessed 
by Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif himself.  He stated that this partner-
ship represents a new era of collaboration 
focused on practical actions and mutual 
progress  “We are proud of this strategic al-
liance between the Prime Minister’s Youth 
Programme and the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports of Azerbaijan,” said Rana Mashhood 
Ahmad Khan. “Now, it’s time to translate 
our shared vision into concrete steps that 
deliver real opportunities for young peo-

ple in both countries.” The Ambassador 
of Azerbaijan expressed appreciation for 
the growing partnership, emphasizing that 
the youth of both nations must learn more 
about their longstanding friendship and coop-
eration.  “We are pleased that our ministries 
are connected under a common purpose of 
strengthening the bond between our nations 
through the energy and potential of youth,” 
he remarked. He further highlighted the 
importance of expanding joint youth pro-
grams, educational initiatives, and cultural 
exchange platforms that foster leadership 
and innovation among the next generation. 
“Our collaboration should continue to cre-

ate new avenues for young people to learn, 
connect, and build the future together,” he 
added. Chairman Mashhood reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s resolve to strengthen bilateral 
ties through shared youth-driven projects. 
“Both countries stand united in the spirit 
of brotherhood and friendship,” he said. 
“Together, we will set new benchmarks in 
youth collaboration and take our partner-
ship to greater heights.” He concluded that 
this cooperation would serve as a model of 
global youth diplomacy, inspiring other na-
tions to pursue partnerships that prioritize 
mutual growth, knowledge exchange, and 
sustainable development.

Accountability 
key to national 

development: Ahsan
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Initiatives Professor 
Ahsan Iqbal stated on Wednesday that social 
inclusion and institutional accountability 
must be integral parts of Pakistan’s national 
development agenda to ensure transparency, 
active public participation, and sustainable 
governance “It is imperative to make social 
inclusion and accountability of institutional 
performance part of the national develop-
ment agenda,” he said while addressing the 
plenary session of the Aawaz-II Voice and 
Accountability Programme. He said inclusion 
and accountability were not optional, rather the 
foundation of a transparent and people-centered 
governance model, stressing that every citizen 
and every community had a vital role in Paki-
stan’s progress. The minister said the govern-
ment was committed to giving the people’s 
voice a central role in the policymaking pro-
cess. “The Aawaz-II programme has effectively 
strengthened the representation of marginal-
ized segments, including women, youth, and 
persons with disabilities,” he added. Highlight-
ing the government’s comprehensive reform 
vision, Ahsan Iqbal said that the Uraan Pakistan 
initiative - anchored in the 5Es Framework - rep-
resented a national roadmap for transformation. 
The framework, he explained, aimed to convert 
current challenges into opportunities, enabling 

Pakistan to emerge as a stronger and more 
resilient economy. He said that the key pillars 
of Uraan Pakistan included boosting exports, 
advancing Digital Pakistan, promoting green 
energy, ensuring environmental sustainability, 
and fostering social equity. “The youth remain 
at the heart of our national reform process,” 
the minister stressed, adding that Young Peace 
and Development Corps units had been estab-
lished in 131 campuses across 42 cities to en-
gage young people in constructive development 
work. Through training programmes for youth 
fellows, scholars and interns, the minister said 
the government was ensuring practical expo-
sure to national development processes. Un-
der the Empowered Youth Internship Pro-
gramme, he said, more than 60,000 paid 
internships were being provided, while 
10,000 special internships had been allocat-
ed for the youth of Balochistan. He said the 
Young Development Fellows Programme 
was nurturing a new generation of policy 
professionals, while the Champions of Re-
forms Network was contributing expert 
input to national policy formulation. Ahsan 
Iqbal also disclosed that the Planning Min-
istry was working to introduce Urdu as an 
optional language in the Central Superior 
Services (CSS) examinations to promote 
linguistic inclusivity.—DNA

Pakistan and UNODC join hands 
to combat Environmental Crimes

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Troels 
Vester, Country Represent-
ative of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) Pakistan called 
on the Federal Minister for 
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination, 
Dr. Musadik Malik earlier 
today in Islamabad. Their 
discussion was focused on 

the ever growing nexus 
between illegal electronic 
trade, money laundering, 
and organized illegal log-
ging, posing a significant 
threat to environmental 
sustainability and govern-
ance. There was deep con-
cern over the rising trend 
of transnational environ-
mental crimes that not only 
endanger natural resources 
but also undermine efforts 
to promote sustainable de-

velopment. Dr. Musadik 
Malik insisted on the ur-
gent need to strengthen 
Pakistan’s legal and policy 
frameworks by making them 
more stringent, ensuring 
effective enforcement mech-
anisms. Mr. Troels Vester, 
who has previous experi-
ence as Country Manager 
of the Programme Office in 
Indonesia and Programme 
Coordinator (Country Man-
ager) in the Country Office 

in Myanmar, acknowledged 
Pakistan’s commitment to 
addressing environmen-
tal crimes and reaffirmed 
UNODC’s full support in 
this area.Both sides agreed 
to develop a joint project 
aimed at improving in-
ter-agency coordination 
and modernizing laws and 
enforcement mechanisms 
to curb illegal activities 
impacting the environment 
and economy.

Pak Customs  foils 
misdeclaration of 

Indian-origin imports
ISLAMABAD: The Collectorate of Customs Appraisement 
(West) Karachi has successfully detected and thwarted 
multiple attempts to illegally import Indian-origin goods 
into Pakistan through misdeclaration of country of origin, 
in violation of the provisions of the Import Policy Order.
The first case came to light when an importer attempted to 
clear a consignment of textile machinery by falsely declar-
ing its origin as China, whereas the goods were found to be 
of Indian origin. Prompt action by Customs prevented the 
clearance of the contraband goods involving an amount of 
Rs 24.22 million, said a news release issued on Wednesday.
Following this initial detection, the Collectorate intensified 
its vigilance at Karachi International Container Terminal 
(KICT) and off-dock terminals. As a result, three more con-
signments were intercepted on suspicion of being of Indian 
origin. The details of these cases are as follows; Textile 
Machinery (KICT): A second consignment of textile ma-
chinery, declared to be shipped from Jebel Ali and of Chi-
nese origin, was examined. It was found that manufactur-
er’s plates and specification labels had been deliberately 
removed. However, ‘Made in India’ markings were discov-
ered on electrical components, and the machine’s frame 
bore the name of a well-known Indian brand. The assessed 
value of the consignment is Rs. 16.60 million. Power Dis-
tribution Unit – Schneider Electric: Another consignment 
also shipped from Jebel Ali and declared as Chinese origin, 
was found to contain components with tampered labels. 
A detailed examination revealed a clear ‘Made in India’ 
marking on the main panel door of the Power Distribution 
Unit. The value of this consignment has been assessed 
at Rs. 3.76 million. Garnet Mesh 80 (LCL Consignment): 
A Less-than-Container Load (LCL) shipment declared as 
Turkish origin and shipped from Ambarli, Turkey, was 
found to contain packing with clear ‘Made in India’ mark-
ings. The value of the goods is assessed at Rs. 0.154 mil-
lion. The Collectorate has reiterated its commitment to 
taking strict action against importers involved in mis-
declaration and the illegal import of banned goods. Such 
malpractices not only violate national trade laws but 
also pose risks to fair trade and national interests. The 
Customs department will continue to maintain height-
ened vigilance and enforce the law rigorously to curb 
any attempts to bypass import regulations.—DNA

Rawalpindi welcomes 
45 new Chinese Buses

RAWALPINDI: As many as 45 Chinese electric buses have arrived in the garri-
son city of Rawalpindi to operate on 10 routes starting this week. These buses 
are part of a larger fleet of 1,100 electric buses being introduced across Punjab. 
Each bus is equipped with air-conditioning and free Wi-Fi, along with an auto-
mated ticketing system and a flexible design to meet the needs of passengers 
with disabilities, reports Gwadar Pro. Safety and comfort measures have also 
been prioritized. Similar projects are being implemented in other parts of Pa-
kistan. The new electric buses will be linked with the Rawalpindi-Islamabad 
Metro Bus Service, offering a comfortable and affordable commuting option for 
citizens. Punjab Transport Department PRO Mr. Sheraz told Gwadar Pro that 
around 200 Chinese electric buses are already operating in nine districts of 
Punjab. These districts include Mianwali (15 buses), Wazirabad (15), Sargodha 
(33), Sahiwal (16), Dera Ghazi Khan (24), Faisalabad (30), Pakpattan (15), La-
hore (40), and Muzaffarabad (17). 
 The remaining buses will soon begin service in other districts of the province, 
he added.  The fare for this service is proposed to be just 20 rupees, as the 
provincial government aims to keep it affordable for low-income groups. A total 
of 80 electric buses will operate in Rawalpindi. In the initial phase, 45 have 
arrived for the city, while 15 have been dispatched to Gujar Khan.  The Punjab 
Masstransit Authority (PMA) will supervise the buses in Rawalpindi, whereas 
the Punjab Transport Company will manage those in Gujar Khan. Uzair Shah, 
General Manager (Operations) at the PMA, said that the authority has complet-
ed arrangements for charging stations and the bus depot. “The buses will start 
operating next month,” he said. He added that, under the law, the PMA has 
the mandate to operate feeder buses for the Metro Bus Service.  “All Chinese 
electric buses in Rawalpindi, Lahore, and Multan will be managed by the PMA, 
while the Punjab Transport Company will oversee operations in other parts of 
the province,” he noted. Regarding bus stops, he said shelters to protect pas-
sengers from rain and sun would be built by the Regional Transport Authority. 
“Construction will begin as soon as the buses hit the roads,” he added.—DNA

Punjab bearing 
brunt of climate 
change: Murtaza

ISLAMABAD: Secretary General Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) Punjab Chapter, Syed Hassan Murtaza Wednesday 
said that the ongoing issues of smog and fog are the direct 
consequences of climate change and Pakistan, particularly 
Punjab is bearing its brunt Addressing a press conference 
here, he emphasized that Pakistan is not seeking charity 
or aid from anyone but demanding its rightful due. = “In-
ternational industries are earning massive profits, while 
countries like Pakistan are paying the price for their emis-
sions. Our leadership must make the world realize that Pa-
kistan deserves its fair share for the losses caused by cli-
mate change,” he said. Hansaan Murtaza said that the PPP 
never wanted to derail the democratic system, as the party 
has rendered countless sacrifices for the sake of democra-
cy.  He said that during the Central Executive Committee 
(CEC) meeting of PPP, all the members expressed their 
views openly and the Executive Committee took decisions 
with consensus. “The PPP continues its democratic strug-
gle and will keep working for the strengthening of democ-
racy in the country,” he added. Asked about the recently 
passed Local Bodies Act, Hussain Murtaza said that the 
PPP had serious reservations about the legislation, as 
non-party-based elections are the beginning of pre-poll 
rigging. He said that if the governor had refused to sign 
the bill, the PPP would have been accused of opposing 
the democratic process. “Despite our objections, we re-
spected the process and signed the bill,” he added.—APP

Expert stresses 
‘Stuttering 

Awareness’
ISLAMABAD: A leading 
expert Wednesday urged 
parents, teachers and socie-
ty at large to recognize the 
signs of stuttering early and 
respond with care, stressing 
that children who stutter 
should be met with encour-
agement, not judgment as 
increased awareness and 
inclusive environments can 
help these patients find their 
voice and grow with confi-
dence. In an exclusive con-
versation with a local news 
channel, renowned Speech 
and Language Pathologist 
Dr. Raheela Khatoon em-
phasized the urgent need to 
raise awareness about stut-
tering, also known as stam-
mering, especially among 
children under the age of six.  
revealed that approximately 
5% of children in this age 
group experience stutter-
ing at some point during 
their early developmental 
years. Globally, the condi-
tion affects nearly 7 crore 
(70 million) people, making 
it a significant communication 
disorder that deserves great-
er public understanding and 
support.—APP
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What comes 
after the Sharm 

El-Sheikh summit?
Eyad Abu Shakra

I T is clear that last week’s Sharm El-Sheikh summit has joined the 
long list of contentious issues that predictably stir controversy, 

whether within our Middle Eastern region or in the broader regional 
environment and the international community. Each side interprets de-
velopments based on its own considerations. One must remember that 
there has never been a shared diagnosis and thus no shared cure. Even 
within the Israeli camp, there are several “Israels” with varying degrees 
of extremism and hubris. One of them is represented by Benjamin Netan-
yahu, with his lack of principle, opportunism and constant evasion of gen-
uine political solutions to the conflict. Dealing with this man and what 
he represents creates both domestic and foreign challenges. The web of 
interests he has cultivated over a long period, as well as the collapse of 
the moderate Israeli alternatives and the unlimited, unconditional Amer-
ican support he has received, have all allowed him to maintain control.
On the Palestinian side, there is undoubtedly a real problem as well: 
political paralysis, a crisis of will, organizational shortcomings and de-
clining local credibility. We are in a complicated situation. No leader 
can make difficult historic gambles without popular legitimacy. Since 
President Mahmoud Abbas took the helm, we have seen a gradual 
erosion of the aura that had once allowed a Palestinian leadership 
to make concessions and take tactical steps, often paying a price in 
blood. Palestinians are in a complicated situation. No leader can make 
difficult gambles without popular legitimacy
It is true that Abbas was Yasser Arafat’s comrade-in-arms. Even when 
Arafat was alive, however, Abbas was a “minimalist” pragmatist will-
ing to place great faith in those whom the Palestinians find hardest 
to trust. If one were to ask, “what did Arafat’s militancy get us?” the 
opposite question could be posed in response: “What results has prag-
matism achieved; where did it succeed where Arafat failed?”
The point here, of course, is not to score points but to reach a political 
arrangement that can allow Palestinians to survive and, eventually, move 
forward. There is also another dimension of this issue: the splits within 
the Palestinian leadership and the role of foreign actors in feeding and 
sustaining that division. On the one hand, a large segment of the Pales-
tinian population has come to believe that the role of the US must be 

accepted as a fact of life. This is a logical position, even though certain 
factions lost all hope in ever seeing an American (or indeed, a Western) 
posture that is not fully aligned with Israel’s interests.
Conversely, another substantial segment believes there is no point in 
conducting the same failed experiment again. Thus, they see no harm in 
taking a gamble and betting on forces that claim to represent “rejection,” 
“steadfastness,” “defiance” and “resistance,” pledging both military and 
logistical support. Indeed, they were willing to make this bet even if it 
came at the expense of the fragmentation of the Palestinian arena and 
meant tying their cause to the considerations of those forces.
The suffering and humanitarian disaster we have witnessed since Operation 
Al-Aqsa Flood were the natural result of the excessive confidence both sides 
placed in foreign actors. And now we come to the Arab dimension.
Here too, we must acknowledge that, despite being generally well-inten-
tioned, the Arabs have always failed to develop a coherent strategy. This 
is not just for the Palestinian cause, but also on intra-Arab relations and ad-
dressing the severe regional disequilibrium in a way that reduces the weak-
ness of the Arabs vis-a-vis the “triangle” of Israel, Turkiye and Iran.
Once again, we Arabs have convinced ourselves that we have “allies” we 
can rely on. In reality, the three corners of that regional triangle are cen-
tral to the grand strategies of the global powers. How do we compare to 
Israel, which has outgrown its American shell to become a technological 
and digital partner in building the world of the future? It has become the 
most influential “insider” in defining US politics, as well as in determin-
ing its allies, enemies and values. Israel produces popular culture and is 
creating the norms, conceptions and history of the future
It is time to recognize that Israel is not just home to an advanced military 
or an aircraft carrier anchored off our shores. Today, Israel is the most 
powerful and influential “voter” in American politics. It produces popular 
culture and is creating the norms, conceptions and history of the future. 
Turkiye, in turn, has reawakened religious, national and sectarian dynam-
ics that allow for its return to the Eastern Mediterranean. At the same 
time, it has expanded its presence in its historic “hinterland” in Central 
Asia, where the major interests of Turkiye, Iran, Russia, China and India 
intersect with global trade routes, as well as the flow of technology and 
arms. Once “the sick man of Europe,” it now shows no concern for an ag-
ing Europe whose nations are being hijacked by racist and fascist forces 
in broad daylight. As for Iran, it was “present in its absence” in Sharm 
El-Sheikh. Iran remains a decisive player, whether it is present or absent 
and whether it is an adversary or an ally. I would thus argue that anyone 
who dreams of ending Iran’s role in the Middle East is gravely mistaken. 
Clever (sometimes arrogant) players are the ones that can repeatedly re-
invent themselves and rekindle others’ need for them, and this need will 
always be there because everyone needs a partner or an enemy. Finally, 
a word about America. Donald Trump’s America, which is awakening, is 
beginning to startle many Americans. But that is a topic for another day.
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The Root of Evil and the Price of Patience

Trump keeps Netanyahu tethered to Gaza deal — for now

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

Osama Al-Sharif

I HAVE often heard from the elders that 
if one truly wishes to eradicate evil, one 
must strike at its root. Diagnosing the 

cause of a disease or a problem requires pa-
tience, wisdom, and time. Sometimes the di-
agnosis itself takes longer than the cure. But 
once the root is known, the healing follows 
swiftly. However, when the diagnosis is wrong, 
the consequences are often grave and endur-
ing. Such has been the case with the growing 
tension between Pakistan and Afghanistan — 
a crisis whose roots were known to Pakistan 
from the very beginning, yet whose cure de-
manded both endurance and resolve.
Pakistan’s approach has always been cautious, 
deliberate, and grounded in reality. It understood 
early on that the hand behind Afghanistan’s hos-
tility was not merely ideological but strategic — 
and that India’s invisible role had inflamed the 
western frontier. That mischief, long allowed to 
grow in the shadows, was finally confronted and 
treated decisively this May. Yet, habits of deceit 
and manipulation, once formed, take time to un-
learn; hence, Pakistan had no choice but to apply 
the “crooked or curved finger” approach — a firm 
but necessary measure to correct a neighbour 
who has lost its sense of balance.
The recent border flare-up was neither impul-
sive nor unjustified. It was the direct conse-
quence of years of cross-border terrorism origi-
nating from Afghan soil. The core issue remains 
Afghanistan’s refusal to dismantle terrorist net-
works that continue to wage war against Paki-
stan. From the TTP to the BLA, these groups 
act without restraint, their existence and activi-
ties verified by numerous international reports, 
including those from the United Nations. 
Pakistan has long exercised patience. It has 
relied on dialogue, diplomacy, and brotherly 
appeals to encourage Kabul to fulfil its prom-
ises. In 2022, Pakistan’s revered ulema, led by 
Mufti Taqi Usmani, visited Kabul to convince 
both the Taliban and the TTP to halt their vi-
olence. A tribal jirga followed soon after, and 
official delegations led by senior ministers 
continued to travel to Afghanistan throughout 
2023 and 2024, each with a message of peace 
and cooperation. Yet the response from Kabul 

remained one of indifference, even defiance.
Despite Pakistan’s goodwill — from facilitating 
trade and easing visa regimes to lobbying for 
the unfreezing of Afghanistan’s assets — the 
interim government in Kabul allowed its terri-
tory to become a sanctuary for those who kill 
Pakistanis. The irony is painful. When the Tal-
iban took Kabul in 2021, Pakistan kept its em-
bassy open while the world abandoned Afghan-
istan. Pakistan ensured the safe evacuation of 
foreign nationals, advocated for humanitarian 
aid, and urged global powers to recognize the 
Afghan government. Yet, in return, Pakistan 
received bullets, bombings, and betrayal.
The truth is no longer hidden. Verified intelli-
gence, corroborated by the UN’s 36th Analyt-
ical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, 
confirms that the Taliban regime shelters and 
funds the TTP and Al-Qaeda. Training camps 
thrive across Kunar, Nuristan, and Paktika; 
thousands of militants cross the border into 
Pakistan under official protection. Even TTP 
leaders lives comfortably in Kabul, drawing 
funding that sustains his operations against 
Pakistan. This is not ignorance — it is complic-
ity. It is, by definition, state-backed terrorism.
Pakistan’s patience, though vast, is not in-
finite. Every drop of the blood of our soldiers 
and civilians demands accountability. For dec-
ades, Pakistan hosted over five million Afghan 
refugees — a gesture unmatched in modern his-
tory. It sacrificed socially and economically to 
keep its neighbour afloat, built hospitals, edu-
cated Afghan youth, and supported reconstruc-
tion. But generosity cannot become servitude. 
The time has come for Afghans to return to 
their homeland. Their “Islamic revolution” is 
five years old; it is time they rebuild their own 
country with dignity. Pakistan’s land and re-
sources belong to its 250 million citizens who 
have borne enough of the burden.
Pakistan’s efforts to foster economic coop-
eration have been equally sincere. The Ear-
ly Harvest Program reduced tariffs to boost 
Afghan exports; the Afghanistan–Pakistan 
Transit Trade Agreement opened our ports 
for Afghan goods. Yet, in return, we received 
cross-border attacks, infiltration, and mar-

tyrdom of our security forces. Pakistan’s 
sovereignty has limits, and when violated 
repeatedly, those limits turn into red lines.
Afghanistan must understand that sovereignty 
is not a slogan — it is a responsibility. One can-
not demand respect for borders while exporting 
terrorism across them. When Pakistan strikes 
terrorist hideouts inside Afghanistan, Kabul 
accuses it of aggression, ignoring the fact that 
these targets are legitimate threats. Terrorists 
build homes and training facilities inside Af-
ghan cities; their presence is known, tolerated, 
and often aided. The Taliban’s silence in the 
face of such open violations of international law 
is, in truth, an admission of guilt.
Afghan soil, once again, has become a play-
ground for foreign intelligence agencies. 
The weapons left behind by NATO — worth 
billions — now arm the very militants who 
murder Pakistanis. Afghan nationals, trained 
and funded, are part of terrorist teams strik-
ing Pakistan’s cities and security installa-
tions. This can no longer be excused as “in-
ternal issues.” It is organized aggression.
Pakistan’s restraint should never be mistaken 
for weakness. We value dialogue and diploma-
cy, but the protection of our sovereignty and 
our people is paramount. If attacks continue, 
Pakistan reserves the right to eliminate terror 
bases, wherever they exist. We are a nation of 
patience, but also of resolve.
For over four decades, Pakistan has stood with 
Afghanistan — through war, famine, and political 
collapse — guided by faith and fraternity. Yet, 
true brotherhood cannot be one-sided. Afghani-
stan must now prove that it values this bond by 
acting against those who misuse its land to shed 
innocent blood. The Taliban regime must rise 
above denial, honour its commitments under 
the Doha Agreement, and take verifiable action 
against the TTP and its affiliates.
It is still not too late. Afghanistan can choose 
to walk the path of peace — not for Pakistan’s 
sake, but for its own survival and stability. 
History will remember those who sowed di-
vision, but it will also honour those who had 
the courage to uproot the evil that threatened 
two nations bound by faith and fate.

T HE Gaza ceasefire is shaky but is holding de-
spite some serious violations by Israel. Since 
the truce came into effect, Israel has killed tens 

of Palestinians in Gaza, carrying out multiple airstrikes. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has threatened to 
resume the war and peddled excuses to block the deliv-
ery of aid and keep the Rafah crossing point closed. But 
he is facing pressure from Israel’s closest ally: Donald 
Trump. The US president and his team of interlocutors 
have made it clear to Netanyahu that he should not think 
of endangering the plan that Trump committed to in 
front of world leaders at Sharm El-Sheikh. The message 
to Netanyahu is clear: the war has ended. And while the 
US is keeping Netanyahu at bay, Trump has also threat-
ened Hamas with dire consequences if it does not keep 
its side of the bargain. So far, the militant movement has 
shown that it is committed to the 20-point plan, at least 
delivering on its obligations under the first phase.
But Trump and his team are weary of Netanyahu. The 
president sent his special envoy, Steve Witkoff, and his 
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, back to Israel ahead of Vice 
President J.D. Vance’s crucial visit to Tel Aviv. Vance’s 
main mission is to shore up the Gaza truce and prevent 
Netanyahu from collapsing the fragile ceasefire.
Netanyahu is hoping to complicate the enforcement of 
the many vague points related to the second phase
In an interview this week, Kushner and Witkoff dis-
cussed the Trump plan, with the former making it clear 
that Hamas was acting “in good faith” in delivering on 
its obligations so far. Both have underlined Trump’s per-
sonal commitment to ending the war. They made it clear 
they would like to move to the second phase of the plan 
as soon as possible. But while Netanyahu appears to be 
cornered at this point in time, he is hoping to complicate 
the enforcement of the many vague points related to the 
second phase, including the process of disarming Hamas 
and the formation of an international stabilizing force 
that will be deployed in Gaza. Also, a bone of conten-
tion will be the withdrawal of Israeli troops. Netanyahu 

is hoping that the issue of demilitarizing Gaza will cre-
ate so many obstacles that it will test Trump’s patience 
and may allow the Israeli PM to loosen his commitment 
to Israel’s obligations under the plan. Another issue on 
which Netanyahu will prevaricate is the presence of an 
international force in Gaza. He has already objected to 
Turkish participation in both the proposed force and the 
recovery and salvaging operations. Turkiye is a signato-
ry to the ceasefire plan. Netanyahu is also objecting to 
Ankara’s role in Gaza reconstruction efforts. Turkiye’s 
inclusion in the international stabilization force, accord-
ing to Israeli media, is a “red line” for Netanyahu.
In fact, Netanyahu and his far-right partners are 
against any form of international peacekeeping in 
Gaza. They see it as a dangerous precedent — the fact 
that such a force is on Palestinian territory could one 
day be replicated in the West Bank. It is likely that 
Netanyahu will continue to raise objections regarding 
the implementation of Trump’s plan, hoping to frus-
trate the US president and his team. He is already 
doing his best to delay the delivery of aid, putting con-
ditions on what is allowed to go in and what is not. He 
will probably do the same with reconstruction.
While his hands are largely tied in Gaza, Netanyahu has 
unleashed a wave of terror and death in the West Bank. 
Trump has warned that he will not allow Israel to an-
nex the territory. Still, Netanyahu, seeking to keep his 
coalition alive, is allowing armed settlers to go on the 
rampage. He is also considering enforcing Israeli law on 
the settlements; a symbolic but serious move that could 
only be interpreted as annexation.
While his hands are largely tied in Gaza, Netanyahu has 
unleashed a wave of terror and death in the West Bank
A majority of the Israeli public supports Trump’s plan, 
particularly the part that guarantees the return of all 
captives alive and dead. Netanyahu is aware that he 
is being blamed for failing to embrace previous plans 
that would have allowed the return of the captives 
months ago. He is also cognizant that voices are now 

being raised in Israel to form an independent com-
mission of inquiry into the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, in 
which his role and those of other senior government 
and army officials will be investigated.
This is the primary reason why Netanyahu resisted pres-
sure, even from his own army, to end the war. He knows 
that his political career could be over once the war ends 
and the long and painful process of digging into the past 
begins. In addition to the war ending, he would have no 
excuse to further postpone his ongoing corruption trial. 
This may be why he announced on Saturday that he will 
be seeking reelection in the November 2026 polls, when 
he will be aged 77. He added that he expected to win.
While looking for ways to derail the Gaza deal, Netan-
yahu has shifted attention back to Lebanon. Israel has 
repeatedly violated the ceasefire agreement with Leb-
anon that was reached last November. It has refused to 
withdraw from five military outposts it created in south 
Lebanon and has prevented displaced Lebanese from re-
turning to their destroyed villages close to the border.
Netanyahu is also putting pressure on the US envoy to 
Syria and Lebanon, Tom Barrack, to threaten the Leba-
nese government that if it does not disarm Hezbollah, 
Israel will renew its attacks. In a lengthy post on X this 
week, Barrack wrote: “If Beirut fails to act, Hezbollah’s 
military arm will inevitably face major confrontation with 
Israel at a moment of Israel’s strength and Iran-backed 
Hezbollah’s weakest point.” The Israeli PM will see 
such threats as a green light to escalate the attacks on 
Lebanon, whose government finds itself in a difficult 
position, since Hezbollah has so far refused to hand 
over its weapons. Netanyahu wants to keep Israel in 
perpetual war to stay in power for as long as possible. 
So far, Trump is committed to keeping the Gaza truce 
alive. However, Netanyahu knows that the road to full 
implementation of the plan is long and complex, and 
he hopes that Trump will soon lose interest.
– Osama Al-Sharif is a journalist and political com-

mentator based in Amman. X: @plato010
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Ishaq Dar chairs high-level meeting for hockey revival
The DPM/FM emphasized that hockey is a symbol of national pride & deserves 

renewed investment and attention at every level. He reaffirmed the government’s full 
support for revitalizing the sport and directed the formulation of a comprehensive 

revival roadmap aimed at enhancing facilities, & reigniting youth participation

Briefs
Israel must 

ease aid into 
Gaza, rules 

UN court
From Page 01

“I never said it was easy. 
But what I am is optimistic 
that the ceasefire is going 
to hold and that we can ac-
tually build a better future 
in the entire Middle East,” 
he said. Having secured a 
ceasefire, mediators are fo-
cused on the second phase 
of Trump’s Gaza plan which 
demands Hamas disarm 
and foresees the deploy-
ment of an International 
Stabilisation Force that 
would train and support 
vetted Palestinian police.

PTI to start 
nation-
wide...

From Page 01
The senior PTI leader 
added that the party was 
united and mobilised for 
Imran’s release. He in-
formed those present that 
Mahmood Khan Achakzai 
had been nominated as op-
position leader in the Na-
tional Assembly and Raja 
Nasir Abbas in the Senate, 
while Sohail Afridi had been 
appointed the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa chief minister, 
terming the recent moves 
as symbolising “a wave of 
political renewal within 
PTI”. “We stand firm for the 
supremacy of the Constitu-
tion and the rule of law,” 
Barrister Raja said. “Truth 
and justice will prevail. All 
cases fabricated against Im-
ran Khan are proving false 
in the courts. However, de-
laying tactics are being used 
to hinder justice, but these 
baseless cases will soon be 
over.” Reiterating Imran’s 
message to the nation, 
Raja said: “Patron in Chief 
Imran Khan has urged the 
people to keep faith in Allah 
Almighty; victory always 
belongs to truth. He has 
directed the party to reach 
out to the public through 
rallies across the country to 
raise awareness against op-
pression and injustice.” Ex-
pressing grave concern over 
the situation in Sindh, Raja 
said that the PPP had “in 
the last 17 years … turned 
Sindh into ruins”. He noted 
that from Karachi to the 
interior of the province, 
cities were in a state of de-
cay, adding that lawlessness 
and insecurity had made life 
miserable for citizens. Raja 
said he had personally vis-
ited several cities of Sindh 
and found a “scene of des-
olation and hopelessness 
everywhere“. “Rampant 
corruption by the PPP has 
plundered Sindh’s public re-
sources,” he asserted. “But 
the people of Sindh are now 
awake. Wherever we went, 
we witnessed overwhelm-
ing support for Imran Khan. 
The people of Sindh want 
change; they want a leader 
like Imran Khan: honest, 
brave, and dedicated to the 
nation.” Imran, imprisoned 
since August 2023, is serv-
ing a sentence at Adiala 
Jail in a £190 million cor-
ruption case and also faces 
pending trials under the 
Anti-Terrorism Act related 
to the May 9 protests. The 
PTI has regularly raised 
concerns about the lack of 
access to the party found-
er and how family, friends 
and party leaders are hin-
dered from meeting him. 

ATC again 
issues 

warrant...
From Page 01

On November 26 last year, 
PTI supporters entered Is-
lamabad in defiance of a ban 
on public gatherings and 
clashed with law enforcement 
agencies near D-Chowk. Po-
lice used teargas to disperse 
the crowd. The former ruling 
party’s three-day protests 
were abruptly ended after 
fierce clashes erupted be-
tween the law enforcers and 
the protesters. The Novem-
ber 26, 2024, protest was 
aimed at building pressure 
on the government to release 
the PTI founder. The 71-year-
old cricketer-turned-politician 
has been behind bars since 
August 2023 after he was 
booked in multiple cases 
ranging from corruption to 
terrorism since his ouster 
from power via the opposi-
tion’s no-trust motion in April 
2022. During today’s hearing, 
the ATC judge ordered the 
forfeiture of Aleema’s surety 
bonds worth Rs100,000 to 
the state and issued a show-
cause notice to her guarantor, 
Umar Sharif, directing him to 
submit a reply by October 24.

Rizwan Ali Targets 
Knockout of Indian Rival 

in Dubai Showdown
“My training is going perfectly,” Rizwan says. “Rudra 
is tough, but I plan to finish him early. I respect every 

fighter, but I’m confident in my preparation and strategy”
Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan–India tensions 
continue to play out in sports, a new bat-
tlefield is emerging — Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA). But for Pakistan’s undefeated sen-
sation Rizwan Ali, who faces India’s Rana 
Rudra Singh on Thursday (Today) at The 
Agenda Arena, Dubai.  “There’s no real Pa-
kistan–India rivalry in MMA,” Rizwan says 
confidently. “In cricket, we lose again and 
again, but in MMA, I always win. I’ve beat-
en every Indian opponent — how can there 
be a rivalry if they can’t compete?”
Dubbed a showdown bigger than the Su-
per Bowl, the Rizwan–Rudra clash carries 
massive hype, high stakes, and political 
undertones. Promoted by Absolute Cham-
pionship Akhmat (ACA) — the elite Russian 
MMA organization backed by Chechen 
President Ramzan Kadyrov — the event 
promises intense drama and world-class 
fighting. Undefeated at 10–0, Rizwan has 
become Pakistan’s most dominant MMA 
fighter, known for his relentless stamina 

and knockout power. His Indian opponent, 
Rana Rudra Singh, once a UFC hopeful, is 

determined to rewrite the narrative.
“My training is going perfectly,” Rizwan 

says. “Rudra is tough, but I plan to finish 
him early. I respect every fighter, but I’m 
confident in my preparation and strategy.”
The Dubai clash could also be Rizwan’s 
ticket to the UFC, with senior UFC scouts 
expected ringside. But Rizwan remains 
grounded: “Whether it’s UFC or ACA — a 
fight is a fight. It’s about mindset, fitness, 
and skill. I’m ready for any stage.”
He credits his success to Omar Ahmed, 
President of the Pakistan MMA Federation 
and founder of Brave Gym.
Meeting Omar was a turning point,” Rizwan 
shares. “He trained, mentored, and believed 
in me. Because of him, I stand undefeated.” 
Omar’s mission is to place a Pakistani fight-
er in the UFC and redefine the country’s 
global sports image. “We’re not just build-
ing fighters — we’re building a movement,” 
Omar says. “MMA in Pakistan is real, it’s 
growing, and Rizwan is leading it.”
Rizwan also acknowledges support from his 
sponsor ACTIVIT and its CEO Dr. Rizwan 
Aftab Ahmed. “He’s like a big brother,” Ri-
zwan says. “His help with fitness, nutrition, 
and support has been priceless.”

Shehroze Kashif left in lurch amid 
govt’s ‘forgotten promises’

“I sold my land, my car, and remain 
in debt from past expeditions,”  

says Pakistani mountaineer
 

ISLAMABAD: Young Pakistani mountaineer Shehroze 
Kashif, who has proudly raised Pakistan’s flag on all 14 
of the world’s 8,000-metre peaks, has once again voiced 
his frustration over the “government’s failure to fulfil 
repeated promises of support”. Taking to his X handle, 
the 22-year-old climber — the youngest Pakistani to sum-
mit all 14 eight-thousanders — said, “The government 
promised me a cash prize several times, but everyone 
has forgotten.” Despite national recognition and being 
honoured with the Hilal-e-Imtiaz earlier this year, Kashif 
claims the financial rewards have yet to materialise.
“My government promised support, but all was forgotten. 
I sold my land, my car, and remain in debt from past ex-
peditions. How can you do this to someone who raised Pa-
kistan’s flag on all 14 eight-thousanders?” He also tagged 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Punjab Chief Minister Mar-

yam Nawaz and Federal Minister for Information Attaullah 
Tarar, urging them to take notice. Kashif revealed that his 
passion for mountaineering has come at a great person-
al cost. “I’ve spent nearly 40 million rupees to make my 
country proud,” he said. His journey began at the age of 
11, when he climbed the 3,885-metre Makra Peak.  – DNA

Courts 
can’t be 

barred from 
hearing 

cases even...
From Page 01

Stressing that the Constitu-
tional Bench is not barred 
from issuing directives to 
form a full court, the law-
yer highlighted that Jus-
tice Mazhar had described 
a full court as separately 
in the Raja Amir case. To 
this, Justice Mandokhail 
observed that the CB will 
have to see whether they 
have the authority to order 
the formation of a full court 
or not. Expanding on his ar-
guments, the lawyer ques-
tioned whether the court 
will hear the case or not if 
a 27th Amendment were 
introduced, due to which 
an officer of the executive 
decides all the matters of 
the SC. “You will definitely 
hear the case even in such a 
situation,” Khawaja Ahmed 
said. “None of us has de-
nied that we will not hear 
the 26th Amendment on its 
merits,” responded Justice 
Mazhar, adding that the 
bench will issue an order if 
the lawyer is able to prove 
that the amendment is 
against the basic structure 
of the Constitution. The 
counsel further noted that 
to hear the case, it is nec-
essary to observe that the 
necessary procedure was 
not followed for the consti-
tutional amendment. He 
added that the SC is in its 
place and the authority to 
hear cases still lies with it. 

PNS 
YARMOOK 

seizes 
narcotics 
worth...
From Page 01

Admiral Naveed Ashraf, 
lauded the crew of PNS YAR-
MOOK for their profession-
alism, vigilance, and dedica-
tion. He stated that Pakistan 
Navy remains steadfast in 
its mission to safeguard na-
tional maritime interests 
while working closely with 
regional and international 
partners to counter threats 
emanating from the sea. 
Admiral Ashraf emphasized 
that the Navy’s participation 
in such multinational efforts 
demonstrates Pakistan’s 
resolve to uphold interna-
tional maritime laws and 
maintain freedom of naviga-
tion across global sea lanes. 
He further noted that PNS 
YARMOOK’s successful 
mission under the Saudi-led 
task force would not only 
enhance interoperability 
between the Pakistan Navy 
and Royal Saudi Naval Forc-
es but also strengthen bilat-
eral defence collaboration 
between the two countries. 
The Pakistan Navy, through 
its continued participation 
in Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF) operations, 
remains committed to pro-
moting a safe and secure 
maritime environment. This 
successful operation once 
again reflects Pakistan’s 
dedication to contributing 
to international efforts 
against drug trafficking, 
terrorism, and other trans-
national crimes threatening 
global maritime stability.

Centre gives 
bullet proof 
vehicles...

From Page 01
acquire bulletproof ve-
hicles, then they should 
be transferred to the Ba-
lochistan government so 
that terrorism can be ef-
fectively countered,” Bugti 
posted on X. Naqvi, while 
accepting the request post-
ed, “CM Sahib done. These 
bulletproof vehicles will be 
sent to Balochistan imme-
diately to enhance coun-
ter-terrorism efforts. Thank 
you for raising this.” The 
development came after 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi an-
nounced that the provincial 
government would return 
the bulletproof vehicles to 
the federation, describing 
them as “substandard and 
outdated.” Presiding over 
his first formal meeting af-
ter assuming the office, CM 
Afridi said that a couple of 
days ago, the interior minis-
try had provided bulletproof 
vehicles to the KP police to 
meet the security challeng-
es that they face across the 
province. Criticising Naqvi, 
KP chief minister said the 
bulletproof vehicles were 
“an insult” to the police 
force. He also directed that 
the security provided to 
former chief ministers be 
restored to ensure their 
protection and dignity.

Women’s World Cup: Pakistan’s 
campaign ends with SA loss

Green Shirts amass 
83/7 while chasing 

revised 234-run 
target in 20 overs

COLOMBO: Pakistan’s hopes for 
advancing to the semi-final ended as 
South Africa beat them in a rain-affect-
ed Women’s World Cup 2025 game at 
the R Premadasa Stadium on Tuesday.
Chasing a revised target of 234 in 20 
overs after multiple rain interruptions, 
the Green Shirts were restricted to 
83/7, losing the game by 150 runs. 
Wicketkeeper batter Sidra Nawaz re-
mained the top-scorer for Pakistan with 
an unbeaten 22 off 33 deliveries, fol-
lowed by Natalia Pervaiz, who made a 
24-ball 20. The duo also shared a 31-run 
partnership for the fifth wicket. Mari-
zanne Kapp led the bowling charge for 
South Africa, taking three wickets for 
just 20 runs in her five overs. She was 
supported by Nondumiso Shangase, 

who made two strikes, while Ayabonga 
Khaka chipped in with one.
The 150-run victory lifted South Af-
rica to the top of the ICC Women’s 
World Cup standings as they now have 
10 points in six matches with a net run 
rate of 0.276. Put into bat first, the 
Proteas Women piled up a formidable 
total of 312/5 in the allotted 40 overs 
as the match was reduced due to a 
two-hour-long rain interruption.
Pakistan, however, were initially set 
to chase the 306-run target in 40 
overs as per the Duckworth–Lewis–
Stern (DLS). South Africa got off to 
a contrasting start to their innings 
as Pakistan captain Fatima Sana dis-
missed Tazmin Brits for a four-ball 
duck in the second over with just 
five runs on the board. However, 
after the rain interruption, Laura 
Wolvaardt and Luus anchored the 
innings by putting together a crucial 
118-run partnership, which saw both 
of them amass half-centuries.
The stand eventually culminated in 

the 17th over when Nashra Sandhu 
got Luss caught at extra cover. The 
right-handed batter scored 61 off 59 
deliveries, laced with 10 boundaries, 
including two sixes. South Africa then 
lost another wicket in quick succes-
sion as Annerie Dercksen got run out 
in the 22nd over after mustering nine 
off 17 deliveries. Following the back-to-
back setbacks, experienced all-rounder 
Kapp joined skipper Wolvaardt in the 
middle for a vital 64-run partnership 
for the fourth wicket until the opener 
fell victim to Sandhu in the 31st over.
Wolvaardt remained the top-scorer for 
South Africa with 90 off 82 deliveries, 
studded with 10 fours and two sixes.
Kapp, on the other hand, stood her 
ground firm and bolstered South Af-
rica’s total with an unbeaten 68 off 
43 deliveries, laced with six fours 
and three sixes. She was adequately 
supported by Nadine de Klerk, who 
played a blistering cameo of 41 runs 
from just 16 deliveries, featuring three 
fours and four sixes. – Agencies

Sinner opts out of 
Davis Cup, Alcaraz 
to represent Spain

BOLOGNA: Jannik Sinner has decided not to take part in 
this year’s Davis Cup Finals with reigning champions Italy 
confirming his absence in Monday’s team announcement, 
while world number one Carlos Alcaraz will represent Spain 
at next month’s competition. Sinner, ranked number two in 
the world, led Italy to a successful defence of their title last 
year in Spain, but will not be on home soil when the Final 8 
takes place in Bologna from November 18-23. “Jannik Sinner 
has not given his availability for 2025,” Italian captain Filip-
po Volandri said. “The Davis Cup is, and will remain, always 
his home and I am sure that Jannik will soon be part of the 
team again. In the meantime, I can count on a group ready to 
fight and give everything for the blue jersey.”
Volandri’s team is made up of Matteo Berrettini, Simone 
Bolelli, Flavio Cobolli, Lorenzo Musetti and Andrea Vavas-
sori. Sinner, who won the Australian Open and Wimbledon 
this year and reached the final of all four Grand Slams, will 
be in Turin a week before the Davis Cup to defend his ATP 
Finals title, where Alcaraz has also secured his place in the 
season-ending event. Alcaraz will be bidding to earn Spain 
their first Davis Cup success since 2019, with Jaume Mu-
nar, Pedro Martinez, and Marcel Granollers also selected 
by the Spaniards. World number three Alexander Zverev is 
set to make his first appearance at the Davis Cup Finals, 
with the 28-year-old named on the Germany team. – APP

Noman Ali hits 
career-best No 2 in 
ICC Test rankings

37-year-old Pakistani gains four spots to achieve 853 
rating points, closing in on India’s Jasprit Bumrah

DUBAI: Pakistan’s left-arm spinner Noman Ali has climbed 
to second place in the ICC Test bowling rankings, narrowing 
the gap with top-ranked Jasprit Bumrah after a standout per-
formance in the first Test against South Africa. The 37-year-old 
gained four spots to achieve a career-best 853 rating points, 
overtaking South Africa’s Kagiso Rabada, who slipped to fifth. 
India’s Bumrah continues to hold the top position, while New 
Zealand’s Jacob Duffy occupies third place. Left-arm pacer Sha-
heen Afridi has also climbed up the ICC Test bowling rankings, 
moving three spots to reach 19th position with 661 points.  
Spinner Sajid Khan retained his 21st spot, while Mohammad 
Abbas and Naseem Shah held their places at 27th and 34th, 
respectively. Hasan Ali maintained his 42nd position, alongside 
Abrar Ahmed, who remains 48th. However, pacer Khurram 
Shahzad slipped two places to 66th, and Aamer Jamal dropped 
three spots to 74th. Meanwhile, Mir Hamza and Salman Agha 
fell four and one places to 95th and 96th, respectively, while 
Zahid Mahmood also went down three places to 100th. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired a meeting today on the pro-
motion and revival of hockey. The meeting was attended by the 
Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination, Minister for Informa-
tion, SAPM on Finance Mr. Tariq Bajwa, DG PSB, & senior offi-
cials including the Secretary and Vice President of the Pakistan 

Hockey Federation.  Pakistan travel guide Discussions focused 
on restoring Pakistan’s legacy in world hockey through grass-
roots development, improved infrastructure, modern coaching, 
and merit-based player growth. The DPM/FM emphasized that 
hockey is a symbol of national pride & deserves renewed in-
vestment and attention at every level. He reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s full support for revitalizing the sport and directed 
the formulation of a comprehensive revival roadmap aimed 
at enhancing facilities, & reigniting youth participation.
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SAMARKAND: The historic city of Samarkand will 
host the 43rd session of the UNESCO General Con-
ference in 2025, marking the first time in 40 years 
that the global gathering will take place outside 
Paris. The decision, unanimously supported by all 
194 UNESCO Member States at the 42nd session 
held in Paris in November 2023, is a major diplo-
matic victory for Uzbekistan and a testament to the 
country’s growing international standing The selec-
tion of Samarkand symbolizes global recognition of 
Uzbekistan’s remarkable progress in culture, sci-
ence, education, and heritage preservation under 
the leadership of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 
It highlights the success of Uzbekistan’s reforms 
and its emerging role as a hub of intercultural dia-
logue and global cooperation. President Mirziyoyev 
expressed deep gratitude to international partners 
for supporting Uzbekistan’s initiative. He stat-
ed that hosting the UNESCO General Conference 
for the first time in Central Asia “will once again 
showcase the vast  c iv i l izat ional  potent ia l  o f  Uz -
bekist an and the region” and pledged to  ensure 
the event ’s  organizat ion at  the highest  level .  To 

prepare for  the event ,  the President  issued a 
decree  in  March  2024  es t ab l i sh ing  an  Organ -
i z ing  Commi t tee  to  over see  l og i s t i c s ,  coord i -
na t i on  w i th  UNESCO,  and  a r r angements  fo r 
more  than  5 ,000  par t i c ipan t s  expec ted  f rom 
a round  the  wor ld .  Prepar a t i ons  i nc lude  v i s a 
f a c i l i t a t i on ,  t r anspor t ,  a ccommoda t ion ,  and 
cu l tu r a l  p rogr ams .  Sever a l  key  even t s  w i l l 
a ccompany  the  Gener a l  Con fe rence ,  i nc lud -
i ng  the  14 th  UNESCO Youth  For um and  the 
12 th  In te r reg iona l  Meet ing  o f  Na t iona l  Com-
miss ions  fo r  UNESCO.  D i scuss ions  w i l l  focus 
on  emerg ing  g loba l  i s sues  such  as  a r t i f i c i a l 
i n t e l l i gence  in  museums ,  gender  equa l i t y, 
and  women ’s  empower ment .  UNESCO Di rec -
t o r -Gener a l  Audrey  Azou l ay  p r a i sed  Uzbek -
i s t an ’s  c l ose  cooper a t i on  and  p repar a t i ons 
fo r  the  con fe rence  dur ing  her  recen t  meet ing 
w i th  Pres iden t  Mi r z i yoyev  in  Par i s .  She  not -
ed  tha t  Uzbek i s t an ’s  p rogress  i n  educa t i on 
and  cu l tu r a l  p reser v a t i on  a l i gns  s t rong l y  w i th 
UNESCO’s  m iss ion .  Uzbek i s t an ’s  pa r tner sh ip 
w i th  UNESCO has  deepened  s ince  i t  j o ined 

the  o rgan i za t i on  in  1993 .  The  coun t r y  has 
seven  Wor ld  Her i t age  S i t es ,  including Samar-
kand’s Registan Square and the Historic Centres 
of Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz, as well as 16 
elements inscribed on the Intangible Cultural Her-
itage list, such as Shashmaqam music, Pilaf cul-
ture, and Nowruz celebrations. Recent additions to 
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register include 
the Holy Uthman Qur’an, the Mawlana Collection, 
and the Turkestan Album. Uzbekistan also hosts 
two biosphere reserves and serves as a member of 
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee for the 
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022–
2026). Sara Noshadi, Head of the UNESCO Office in 
Uzbekistan, called the decision to host the confer-
ence “an extraordinary milestone,” acknowledging 
Uzbekistan’s bold educational and cultural reforms. 
The 43rd UNESCO General Conference in Samar-
kand will not only reaffirm Uzbekistan’s growing 
role in global cultural diplomacy but also serve as 
a powerful symbol of peace, knowledge exchange, 
and mutual understanding — true to Samarkand’s 
legacy as a crossroads of civil izations.—DNA

Hosting of UNESCO General 
Conference in Samarkand 

Briefs
UK annual 
inflation 

stays high 
before key 

budget
London: Britain’s annual 
inflation rate for September 
remained far above the Bank 
of England’s target, official 
data showed Wednesday, 
keeping pressure on the 
Labour government before 
its key budget next month. 
The Consumer Prices In-
dex stood at 3.8 percent in 
September, unchanged from 
August, the Office for Nation-
al Statistics (ONS) said in a 
statement. While the rate 
bettered expectations for a 
rise to 4.0 percent, the Bank 
of England’s target stands 
at 2.0 percent. “All of us in 
government are responsible 
for supporting the Bank of 
England in bringing inflation 
down,” finance minister Ra-
chel Reeves said as she ex-
pressed disappointment at the 
latest data.——APP

Australians 
warned to 
prepare for 
severe heat

MELBOURNE: Millions of 
Australians were warned to 
prepare for severe weather 
conditions on Wednesday 
as heatwaves and damag-
ing winds swept across 
the country. The Bureau 
of Meteorology (BoM) on 
Wednesday morning issued 
severe weather warnings for 
damaging winds in the east 
coast states of New South 
Wales (NSW) and Victoria as 
well as South Australia (SA) 
and heatwave warnings for 
Queensland and the North-
ern Territory (NT) in north-
ern Australia. Maximum 
temperatures were forecast 
to exceed 35 degrees Celsi-
us (C) along NSW’s dense-
ly-populated east coast on 
Wednesday and hit 39C in 
the state capital of Sydney, 
which would break the city’s 
October record of 38.2C in 
2004. The severe heat, and 
forecast damaging winds of 
up to 100 kilometers per 
hour, prompted an extreme 
fire danger warning from 
the BoM for Greater Sydney 
and neighboring regions. 
NSW’s Health Minister Ryan 
Park on Wednesday morn-
ing warned people to avoid 
the outdoors and to look out 
for older friends and family, 
young children and preg-
nant women. “We’re asking 
everyone today to take steps 
to protect themselves from 
the heat by staying cool and 
hydrated,” he said. It comes 
after Queensland and NSW 
both recorded their hottest 
October day on record on 
Tuesday, with the maximum 
temperature hitting 46.1C 
in Queensland and 44.8C in 
NSW. Victoria and SA have 
not been affected by the heat-
wave, but the BoM said that 
both states could experience 
destructive wind gusts on 
Wednesday as a low pressure 
system that developed off 
Australia’s southern coast 
moves east.—APP

Syria, Saudi 
Arabia hold 

virtual talks on 
joint industrial 

projects
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of Economy and Industry 
and the General Establish-
ment for Geology and Min-
eral Resources in Syria held 
a video meeting with the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Mineral Resources in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
follow up on the implemen-
tation of the outcomes of the 
joint committees between 
the two brotherly countries. 
During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed means of 
enhancing joint industrial 
cooperation, activating in-
vestment and manufactur-
ing opportunities in priority 
sectors, and exchanging 
technical and administra-
tive expertise. They also 
reviewed ways to facilitate 
the establishment of joint 
projects that contribute to 
supporting industrial devel-
opment and strengthening 
the productive base in both 
countries. The two sides un-
derscored the importance 
of continuing technical co-
ordination between the spe-
cialized working teams to 
ensure the implementation 
of the items agreed upon 
within the joint action plan, 
in preparation for holding 
subsequent meetings to as-
sess the progress achieved 
and to develop practical 
mechanisms to overcome 
obstacles facing industrial 
cooperation.—APP

Govt agencies 
must lead 

Bangladesh’s 
transition 

DHAKA:Environment, For-
est and Climate Change Ad-
viser Syeda Rizwana Hasan 
said that all government 
agencies must transition to 
renewable energy within the 
next two to three years to set 
an example for the nation. 
“Mitigation is not just about 
how much we produce — it 
is also about how responsi-
bly we consume,” she said, 
calling for sustainable prac-
tices to be adopted across 
all sectors. Rizwana, also the 
adviser to the ministry of Wa-
ter Resources, was speaking 
as the Chief Guest at the 
opening plenary session of 
an international conference 
titled “Road to COP30: How 
Can National Interests Be 
Aligned with Global Climate 
Goals?” held today at BRAC 
Centre Inn here. The theme 
of the conference is-“A World 
Beyond Crisis: Climate Solu-
tions That Work”, according 
to a press release issued by 
the ministry.  Highlighting 
the country’s progress in en-
vironmental governance, she 
said the Department of En-
vironment (DoE), with sup-
port from the World Bank, 
is constructing green office 
complexes in various regions 
and developing a model for 
eco-friendly buildings in col-
laboration with architects 
and engineers to promote 
energy efficiency. Rizwana 
Hasan warned that double 
counting of climate finance 
and weak global governance 
have undermined trust and 
slowed the flow of genuine 
support for climate adap-
tation.  “If emissions from 
major economies continue 
to rise, technology transfer 
alone will not solve the prob-
lem,” she said, adding that 
Bangladesh must remain pro-
active in protecting its nation-
al interests, economic activi-
ties, and livelihoods.—APP

‘Stealth 
husband’ of 
Japan’s new 

PM vows 
quiet support

Tokyo: The spouse of Ja-
pan’s first woman Prime Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi hopes 
to support her by being a 
“stealth husband”, cooking 
meals but staying out of the 
spotlight. Unlike in the West, 
it is better for a partner to 
stay out of the spotlight,” 
Fukui Television quoted 
Taku Yamamoto, 73, as say-
ing on Tuesday after Takaichi 
became premier. He said it 
was essential that Takaichi, 
who won the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
leadership this month, can 
“pursue her vision of Prime 
Minister”. “I want to provide 
solid support as ‘a stealth 
husband’ to ensure that my 
presence does not become 
an obstacle to that,” he add-
ed, according to the Asahi 
newspaper, Fuji Television 
and other media. Yamamo-
to, a former LDP lawmaker, 
married Takaichi in 2004, but 
the couple divorced in 2017 
citing “differences in politi-
cal views”.  They re-married 
in 2021, after Yamamoto re-
portedly supported Takaichi 
when she ran unsuccessfully 
for the LDP leadership con-
test that year. In the subse-
quent snap election he lost 
his seat.—APP
 

GPA invites 
Bids for Off-

Dock Terminal 
to support 

CPEC Trade
ISLAMABAD: The Gwadar 
Port Authority (GPA) has 
invited electronic bids for 
the development of an Off-
Dock Terminal in Gwadar, a 
project aimed at expanding 
the port’s cargo handling ca-
pacity and supporting trade 
activities linked to the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC). According to a 
tender notice issued by the 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs, 
firms registered with the Pa-
kistan Engineering Council 
(PEC) in Category C-3 are 
eligible to participate.  The 
deadline for bid submission 
is November 7, 2025, with 
bids scheduled to open the 
same day. A pre-bid meeting 
will be held on October 30, 
2025, at the GPA head office 
on Pak-China Friendship Av-
enue in Gwadar, according 
to a Gwadar Pro’s report. 
The Off-Dock Terminal will 
provide additional space for 
cargo handling and storage, 
helping to reduce congestion 
at the main port and improve 
logistics efficiency. The facil-
ity is part of GPA’s broader 
plan to strengthen port oper-
ations and facilitate growing 
cargo volumes associated with 
CPEC trade flows.—APP

Romanian air chief praises 
professionalism of the PAF

Pakistan Air Chief calls on Romanian air force chief

DNA

ISLAMABAD” : Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sid-
hu, Chief of the Air Staff, Paki-
stan Air Force, during a historic 
official visit to Romania called 
on Lieutenant General Leon-
ard-Gabriel Baraboi, Chief of the 
Romanian Air Force Staff. The 
visit focused on strengthening 
bilateral defence ties and ex-
ploring  avenues for enhanced 
cooperation between the two 
Air Forces. Upon his arrival 
at Romanian Air Force Head-
quarters, a smartly turned-out 
contingent of the Romanian Air 
Force presented  Guard of Hon-
our to Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu. Later the 
Air Chief held detailed discus-
sions with Lieutenant General 
Baraboi centered on advancing 
operational cooperation, includ-
ing joint air exercises, exchange 
programmes and training of air 
and ground crew. The dignitaries 
also exchanged views on regional 
security dynamics and reaffirmed 
the importance of bilateral coop-
eration in maintaining both global 
and regional stability. Lieutenant 
General Baraboi praised the pro-
fessionalism of Pakistan Air Force 
manifested in its recent success 

against Indian aggression. He 
also acknowledged  PAF’s pro-
gress achieved through indegini-
zation initiatives under the vision-
ary leadership of the Air Chief. 
Both dignitaries agreed to create 

robust institutional mechanisms 
for sustained cooperation in ad-
dressing shared aerial defence 
challenges. During the meeting, 
the two Air Chiefs also discussed 
expanding Air Force-to-Air Force 

collaboration and delved into 
prospects of forging defence-in-
dustrial partnerships in advanced 
aerospace technologies. This visit 
of Chief of the Air Staff to Roma-
nia marks a significant milestone 

in Pakistan and Romania’s mili-
tary relations highlighting both 
nations’ enduring commitment to 
peace, development and military 
collaboration in a rapidly evolving 
security environment.
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Japanese businessmen 
keen to explore 

Pakistani markets
Islamabad: A high-profile Japanese business delegation led by Kobayashi Yuji, Member of Parliament from the Hok-
kaido Assembly, visited the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) to explore new avenues for bilateral 
trade, investment, and technology cooperation. The delegation was accompanied by Dr Zulfiqar Bhatti, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Commerce and Ambassador (R) Imtiaz Ahmad, former Ambassador of Pakistan to Japan. ICCI President 
Sardar Tahir Mehmood, Senior Vice President Tahir Ayub, and Vice President Muhammad Irfan Chaudhry warmly re-
ceived the dignitaries Welcoming the delegation, President ICCI Sardar Tahir Mehmood highlighted the vast potential 
for collaboration in information technology, rare earth minerals, and agro-based industries. He invited Japanese investors 
to take advantage of Pakistan’s emerging investment landscape, assuring full institutional support and facilitation from 
ICCI. Emphasizing the importance of technology transfer, industrial partnerships, and skill development, he remarked 
that Japan’s innovation and Pakistan’s youthful energy could together create a new model of growth for both nations. 
Kobayashi Yuji expressed appreciation for Pakistan’s hospitality and cultural warmth, noting that such goodwill builds 
lasting bilateral relations. Referring to Japan’s ageing population and growing demand for skilled labour, he acknowledged 
the contribution of Pakistani interns in Japan and expressed optimism for deeper collaboration in workforce training. 
“Pakistan’s youth are a remarkable national asset—energetic, talented, and capable. Japan deeply values this potential 
and seeks to build structured programs for skill enhancement and industrial training,” he stated. Dr. Zulfiqar Bhatti reaf-
firmed the government’s strong commitment to expanding trade, exports, and investment linkages, emphasizing that 
the Ministry of Commerce maintains an open-door policy for global investors. He urged the private sector to focus 
on innovation and value addition to enhance competitiveness and productivity. “Under the Prime Minister’s vision, 
export promotion remains central to Pakistan’s economic strategy, and the government stands ready to facilitate all 
initiatives that strengthen our industrial base,” he affirmed. Senior ICCI member Mian Shoukat Masood invited the 
Japanese side to explore Pakistan’s rapidly growing IT sector, citing its technical depth, cost efficiency, and strong 
global footprint. Other participants, including Malik Mohsin, Naveed Satti, Imran Minhas, Ishaq Sial, Waseem Ch, 
Ambassador (R) Imtiaz Ahmad, Seiko Suzuki, and Masahito Kimura, shared insights on enhancing bilateral trade 
and industrial cooperation. The meeting concluded with mutual goodwill and optimism, as both sides reaffirmed 
their resolve to deepen economic and technological collaboration, promote skilled workforce development, and 
build a future-oriented partnership founded on innovation, sustainability, and shared prosperity.—DNA

Six arrested at 
‘violent’ protest 

outside Dublin hotel
Saggart, Ireland: Six people were arrested at what po-
lice said was a “violent” protest outside an asylum seeker 
hotel in southwest Dublin on Tuesday, following allegations 
that a 10-year-old girl was sexually assaulted. Ireland’s gov-
ernment and police condemned the protests, which took 
place after local media reported that a 26-year-old man 
accused of assaulting the girl was an asylum seeker. The 
Irish state police force, known as the Garda, said six peo-
ple were arrested and officers were subject to “sustained 
violence” as protesters launched bricks, glass bottles and 
fireworks at the police. “This was obviously not a peaceful 
protest,” said police commissioner Justin Kelly.  “The ac-
tions this evening can only be described as thuggery. This 
was a mob intent on violence against Gardai,” Kelly added. 
least 1,000 protesters gathered outside the Citywest hotel 
in Saggart, southwest of Dublin, near the location of the 
alleged assault. An AFP correspondent witnessed a police 
van set on fire as protesters carried Irish flags and chanted 
“get them out”, while police attempted to use pepper spray 
to disperse the crowds. Ireland and the UK have seen ris-
ing anti-immigration sentiment in recent years, with hotels 
housing asylum seekers common flashpoints for protests 
and violent riots. Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin 
condemned the “violent disorder” and “vile abuse” against 
police in a statement. One officer sustained a foot injury, 
and protesters targeted the police helicopter with lasers, 
the Garda said. The protest was organised by “disparate 
groups on social media, who stir up hatred and violence 
and encourage and entice others to get involved”, accord-
ing to police.—DNA

Colombia’s president 
embraces war of 

words with Trump
Bogotá: Donald Trump’s decision to freeze millions in 
aid to Colombia and brand its president a drug trafficker 
has smashed long-standing ties and could yet shake up the 
country’s 2026 presidential race. With the US president’s 
threat of “significant” punitive tariffs looming, Colombian 
businesses are panicking and investors are spooked. But 
one person seems unfazed by the row between Colombia 
and its largest trading partner: Colombian President Gus-
tavo Petro.  The ex-guerrilla-turned-politico has embraced 
the battle with Trump, using it as a tool to stir his base and, 
he hopes, Colombian voters ahead of the May presidential 
elections.  He has recalled Colombia’s ambassador from 
Washington, attacked Trump in lengthy social media posts 
-- and at the United Nations -- and embraced ever-more 
nationalist rhetoric.  “President Trump doesn’t like us 
being out of his control,” he wrote on X Tuesday, while 
claiming the threat of a US invasion and stating “they 
want a coup against me”.  Visiting New York last month, 
he urged the US military to refuse Trump’s orders, earn-
ing him a US visa ban. Over the weekend, Petro backed 
US demonstrations, posting ‘No to kings’ and sharing 
protest videos. The shift in US-Colombian relations 
since Trump and Petro took power could hardly be stark-
er. For decades, the two countries jointly fought drug 
cartels, traded broadly, and enjoyed close political ties. 
Colombia was arguably the United States’ closest ally in 
South America. Today, “Petro is looking for a confron-
tation with Washington,” said Theodore Kahn, of global 
risk consultancy Control Risks in Bogota.—APP

Islamabad: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain 
meeting with the Ambassador of Qatar to Pakistan, H.E. Ali bin Mubarak Al Khater.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb has reaffirmed Pakistan’s 
strong commitment to macroeconomic stability, structural 
reforms, and investor facilitation during a meeting with a 
delegation of German investors and businessmen led by 
German Ambassador to Pakistan H.E. Ina Lepel.
During the meeting, the Finance Minister outlined 
the government’s steady progress in restoring fiscal 
and external stability, achieving a stable currency and 
moderating inflation, and securing renewed confidence 
from international financial institutions and credit rat-
ing agencies. He emphasized that Pakistan’s economic 
strategy now rests on deep structural reforms — par-
ticularly in taxation, energy, privatization, and public fi-
nance — aimed at building a sustainable and competitive 
economy.  Highlighting improving investor sentiment, 
ongoing privatization efforts, and plans to re-enter in-
ternational capital markets, Senator Aurangzeb invited 
the German business community to explore the growing 
opportunities in Pakistan’s key sectors, especially tech-
nology, energy, and manufacturing.
Welcoming the delegation, the Finance Minister appre-
ciated the role of the Pakistan-based AHK German Bi-
lateral Chamber of Commerce in bringing together both 
established and new German investors to explore Paki-
stan’s evolving business landscape. He briefed the del-
egation on Pakistan’s recent macroeconomic progress 
and reform momentum, sharing insights from his recent 
visit to Washington D.C., where he attended the IMF-
World Bank Annual Meetings and held extensive dis-
cussions with multilateral institutions, global investors, 

credit rating agencies, and international counterparts.
Senator Aurangzeb highlighted that Pakistan continues to 
consolidate its gains on the macroeconomic stability front. 
The currency remains stable, foreign exchange reserves 
currently provide about two and a half months of import 
cover and are projected to reach three months by the end 
of the fiscal year. Inflation is expected to remain within the 
range of 5 to 7 percent for the ongoing fiscal year, support-
ed by a downward trend in the policy rate.
He underscored that Pakistan’s economic progress has 
been externally validated by three major credit rating 
agencies including Fitch, S&P, and Moody’s all of which 

have upgraded the country’s outlook in recent months. 
The IMF’s staff-level agreement announced last week, 
following a comprehensive review mission, further re-
flects international confidence in Pakistan’s policy di-
rection. The Minister emphasized that Pakistan’s eco-
nomic stabilization must be accompanied by deep 
structural reforms in key areas, including taxation, 
energy, state-owned enterprises, privatization, and 
public finance. He stated that broadening and deepen-
ing the tax base remains a top priority, with the tax-
to-GDP ratio targeted to increase from 10.2% to 11% 
this fiscal year, and up to 13% in the coming years.

Finance Minister highlights Pakistan’s reform momentum 

Briefs
Mohsin Naqvi 
meets Sunni 

Tehreek Chief
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi met 
with Chairman of Pakistan 
Sunni Tehreek, Muhammad 
Sarwat Ejaz Qadri, during 
his visit to Karachi, Sindh’s 
Senior Minister Sharjeel 
Inam Memon and Provin-
cial Minister Syed Nasir 
Hussain Shah also accompa-
nied the interior minister.
During the meeting, the 
participants paid tribute 
to the valuable services of 
religious scholars and em-
phasized the importance 
of promoting religious har-
mony and unity across the 
country. Addressing con-
cerns circulating on social 
media and elsewhere, Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
clarified that no madrasa 
or mosque will be closed, 
dismissing such claims as 
baseless propaganda.
“Islam is a religion of 
peace and love; there is 
no room for violence or 
unrest,” Naqvi stated, add-
ing that religious scholars 
have always played a cru-
cial role in standing up for 
truth and guiding society.
The interior minister said 
that Pakistan has entered a 
new phase of development 
and called on all citizens to 
play a positive role in main-
taining peace and stability.
“Everyone has the right to 
protest within the frame-
work of the law,” he add-
ed. “At this moment, unity 
is essential for Pakistan’s 
progress.” Chairman of 
Pakistan Sunni Tehreek, 
Sarwat Ejaz Qadri, assured 
full cooperation in promot-
ing interfaith harmony and 
national solidarity.

Imperial 
College 

London rejects 
Punjab’s 

govt’s claim
News Desk

LONDON: Contrary to 
Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz-led Punjab govern-
ment’s claims, the Impe-
rial College London has 
refuted “incorrect” reports 
claiming that the varsity 
will open overseas campus 
at Nawaz Sharif IT City in 
Lahore. “There have been 
erroneous reports in the 
media and online that Impe-
rial is opening a campus at 
Nawaz Sharif IT City in La-
hore,” the institution said in 
a statement on Tuesday.
“Reports that Imperial Col-
lege London plans to open 
a campus overseas are in-
correct. Imperial has no 
such plans, with all the uni-
versity’s campuses based 
in the UK,” the statement 
clarified. Punjab Senior 
Minister Marriyum Aurang-
zebs post on X claiming 
establishment of Imperial 
College London at Nawaz 
Sharif IT City in Lahore 
along with 300-bed hospital. 

Pak urges 
sustained 

Kosovo-Serbia 
dialogue 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
called for sustained Koso-
vo-Serbia dialogue and full 
implementation of their 
2013 and 2023 agreements 
to ensure lasting peace, sta-
bility and tranquillity in the 
Southeast European region. 
“We hope that both sides 
will sincerely commit to the 
political process and refrain 
from unilateral actions that 
escalate tensions,” Ambas-
sador Usman Jadoon, acting 
permanent representative 
of Pakistan to the United 
Nations,  told the UN Secu-
rity Council on Tuesday.     
Speaking in the course 
of a debate on the United 
Nations Mission in Kosovo 
(UNMIK), he expressed 
concern over the divisive 
rhetoric, hate speech, and 
incidents of religious intol-
erance.  “All efforts must 
be made, by both sides, 
to effectively curb such 
negative trends that give 
rise to communal tensions 
(between Serbs and Alba-
nians), the Pakistani envoy 
said, noting UNMIK’s ef-
forts to foster dialogue, pro-
mote harmony and spirit of 
co-existence among various 
communities in Kosovo.

KE says 
Nepra tariff 

cut not 
applicable 

to consumer 
bills
DNA

KARACHI: K-Electric, the 
city’s sole power distribu-
tor, has clarified that the 
recent tariff reduction an-
nounced by the National 
Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) does 
not apply to customer bill-
ing and will therefore not 
affect consumer electricity 
bills. In a statement, the 
power utility spokesperson 
said that the tariff revision 
announced under Nepra’s 
multi-year tariff (MYT) de-
termination for the fiscal 
years 2024 to 2030 does not 
apply to customer billing.
“The recent announce-
ment by the regulator is 
not applicable to customer 
bills. Therefore, there is no 
change or reduction in what 
customers will be charged,” 
the spokesperson said.
The clarification comes 
after Nepra slashed KE’s 
average tariff by Rs7.6 per 
unit — from Rs39.97 to 
Rs32.37 per kilowatt-hour — 
following a review petition 
filed by the Power Division. 
The decision revises the 
power purchase price and 
other tariff components 
under KE’s multi-year tariff 
(MYT) regime for 2024-30, 
The News reported.
Earlier, in May 2025, Ne-
pra had approved a base 
tariff increase of Rs6.15 
per unit — an 18.18% jump 
— setting KE’s average 
rate at Rs39.97 per unit for 
FY2023-24. Now, the regu-
lator has not only reversed 
that hike but added a fur-
ther reduction of Rs1.45 
per unit, bringing the total 
cut to Rs7.6 per unit.
The power utility warned 
that the latest decision on 
review motions has signif-
icantly altered its earlier 
determinations — a move 
the KE warned would have 
significant consequences 
for the company’s financial 
health, its stakeholders, in-
cluding consumers.

Russian 
strikes on 
Ukraine 

capital kill two
Kyiv: Strikes on Ukraine’s 
capital killed at least two 
people, a city official said 
Wednesday, as Russia bom-
barded the country’s ener-
gy infrastructure in a “mas-
sive” attack overnight. 
“The death toll in the capi-
tal has risen to two,” Tymur 
Tkachenko said on Tele-
gram as other city officials 
reported a large drone at-
tack on the capital. 
Ukraine’s Energy Minister 
Svitlana Grinchuk said on 
Facebook that Russia had 
been targeting the country’s 
energy infrastructure over-
night in a “massive” attack. 
Kyiv’s Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said in a statement a drone 
attack had hit the capital 
early in the morning, caus-
ing injuries and damaging 
residential buildings.
Ukrainian officials also re-
ported large drone attacks 
in at least three other re-
gions, including Zapor-
izhzhia where authorities 
said several people were 
wounded and thousands left 
without power.  The attack 
comes after US President 
Donald Trump, who has 
called on Moscow and Kyiv 
to stop the war at their cur-
rent battle lines, said Tues-
day he had shelved plans 
for a meeting with Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin in Budapest 
because he did not want a 
“wasted” meeting. – APP

Iran, Iraq 
talk bilateral 
cooperation

TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi 
held talks with Iraq’s Na-
tional Security Advisor 
Qasim Al Araji, who is cur-
rently visiting Tehran, to 
discuss ways to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two countries.
The two officials also ex-
changed views on regional 
developments, with a par-
ticular focus on the situa-
tion in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories.
Both sides expressed 
deep concern over Isra-
el’s continued violations of 
the ceasefire in Gaza and 
stressed the international 
community’s responsibility 
to prevent genocide and 
war crimes. – APP

Pakistan, Hungary vow to 
strengthen bilateral ties
The event was attended by a distinguished gathering, including diplomats, govt 

officials, business leaders, cultural figures, and members of civil society. 
State Minister for Finance Bilal Azhar Kayani was the chief guest on the occasion

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Hungary have 
reaffirmed their commitment to further 
strengthening bilateral relations, particular-
ly in the fields of trade, energy cooperation, 
education, and cultural exchange. The re-
affirmation came during a grand reception 
hosted by the Ambassador of Hungary, Zol-
tan Varga, at a local hotel to celebrate the 
National Day of Hungary and the 60th an-
niversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Pakistan and Hungary.
The event was attended by a distinguished 
gathering, including diplomats, govern-
ment officials, business leaders, cultural 
figures, and members of civil society. State 
Minister for Finance Bilal Azhar Kayani 

was the chief guest on the occasion.
In his address, Ambassador Zoltan Varga said 
Hungary and Pakistan enjoy excellent and 
time-tested relations based on mutual respect, 
shared values, and a growing spirit of cooper-
ation across multiple sectors. He highlighted 
the active presence of the Hungarian energy 
company MOL in Pakistan’s oil and gas ex-
ploration projects, describing it as a corner-
stone of bilateral economic engagement.
“This collaboration not only strengthens 
Pakistan’s energy security but also deepens 
economic ties and builds bridges between 
our two nations,” he remarked. Ambassa-
dor Varga expressed his determination to 
further expand cooperation in areas such 
as trade, education, renewable energy, and 
cultural exchange. He also noted that Hun-
gary attaches great importance to its rela-

tionship with Pakistan and looks forward to 
new initiatives in the years to come.
State Minister Bilal Azhar Kayani, in his re-
marks, extended heartfelt congratulations 
to the people and government of Hungary 
on their National Day. He lauded Hungary’s 
support in various sectors and reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment to expanding the 
relationship further. “Pakistan values its 
close friendship with Hungary, and we 
are confident that our ties will continue to 
flourish in all spheres,” he said, adding that 
people-to-people and cultural linkages were 
vital in promoting better understanding be-
tween the two countries.
To commemorate the 60 years of diplomat-
ic relations, a special music concert was 
held following the main reception. The cel-
ebrated Türo Trio from Hungary presented 

a spellbinding performance that captivated 
the audience. The folk music ensemble 
performed a unique selection of Hungarian 
and Pakistani melodies from the past six 
decades, blending traditional instruments 
and modern rhythms in an enchanting fu-
sion that received loud applause and appre-
ciation from guests. The musical evening 
not only showcased Hungary’s rich cultural 
heritage but also symbolized the harmony 
and friendship that both nations cherish.
The ceremony concluded with the cutting 
of a cake, marking six decades of enduring 
friendship and cooperation between Paki-
stan and Hungary. The event reflected the 
shared vision of both countries to continue 
working together for mutual prosperity, 
cultural understanding, and stronger diplo-
matic engagement in the years ahead.
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IMF lifts Pakistan's growth outlook 
Lender says while inflation in Pakistan decelerated significantly 

this year, it is expected to rise again in 2026

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has revised Pakistan’s economic growth forecast upward 
to 3.6% for the ongoing fiscal year, while cautioning that 
recent severe flooding in Q3 2025 may negatively impact 
growth, inflation, and the current account beyond pres-
ent expectations, In its Regional Economic Outlook for 
the Middle East and Central Asia, the IMF noted that 
while inflation in Pakistan has decelerated significantly 
this year due to lower food and energy prices, it is ex-
pected to rise again in 2026.  This anticipated increase is 
attributed to the normalisation of prices and the phasing 
out of short-term electricity subsidies.
Pakistan’s growth is projected to increase to 3.6% in 2026, 
supported by steady reform implementation, improving fi-
nancial conditions and growing confidence. 
This revised figure is an improvement on the Fund’s 
earlier projection of 3.25% to 3.5% for FY26, which was 
announced last week after a staff-level agreement was 
reached with Pakistan under the existing Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF) and Resilience Sustainability Facility 
(RSF). Pakistan’s GDP grew by 3.04% in the last financial 
year, 2024-25. The report highlighted that in Middle East 

and North Africa, Afghanistan, and Pakistan (MENAP) 
oil-importing nations, cyclically adjusted primary fiscal 
balances are projected to improve. This is due to tax pol-
icy and administration reforms helping to mobilise reve-
nues in countries like Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Paki-
stan, while energy subsidy reforms help contain spending 
in Egypt, Morocco, and Pakistan.
The IMF also cautioned that higher borrowing costs 
could exacerbate fiscal and financial vulnerabilities 
across the region, particularly in economies with high 
projected government gross financing needs and bank-
ing sectors holding large shares of sovereign bonds, 
such as Algeria, Egypt and Pakistan. Since 2020, the 
Fund has approved $55.7 billion in financing for coun-
tries across the MENAP and CCA regions. A signifi-
cant portion, $21.4 billion, has been approved since 
early 2024 for programmes in Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, 
and Pakistan.  Beyond financing, the IMF has deliv-
ered more than 385 technical assistance and capaci-
ty development projects across 31 countries in these 
regions, amounting to $36.8 million during the fiscal 
year 2024/25. The report stated that economic perfor-
mance in the Middle East and Central Asia has shown 
resilience so far in 2025, despite elevated global uncer-
tainty and regional geopolitical tensions. 

Trump says he told 
India's Modi war 
with Pak 'should  

not happen'
Emphasises avoiding conflict, 

noting importance of commerce 
in easing tensions with Pakistan

DNA
WASHINGTON : US President Donald Trump said on 

Monday he had told Indi-
an Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi that there 
should be no war with Pa-
kistan, stressing that he 
had helped avert several 
conflicts through diplo-
macy and trade pressure. 
Speaking to reporters in 
the Oval Office during Di-
wali celebrations, Trump 
extended his “warmest 
wishes to the people of 
India” and said he had 

“just spoken to your Prime Minister today.” He de-
scribed the conversation as “great” and said, “We talked 
about trade... He's very interested in that.”
Trump added that they also discussed avoiding conflict, 
saying, “Although we did talk a little while ago about 
let's have no wars with Pakistan.” He noted the role of 
commerce in easing tensions: “The fact that trade was 
involved, I was able to talk about that.”
The US president emphasised the outcome, saying, 
“And we have no war with Pakistan and India. That was 
a very, very good thing.” He concluded by praising Modi 
personally: “He's a great person, and he's become a 
great friend of mine over the years.”
The US president claimed he had prevented eight wars 
so far through what he described as “deals and trade,” 
including one between Pakistan and India.
“During the Pakistan-India conflict, seven planes were 
shot down,” Trump said. “I called both countries and 
told them that if they went to war, the United States 
would stop trading with them. Within 24 hours, they 
called back and said they didn’t want to fight.”
Trump has previously taken credit on several occasions for 
helping defuse tensions between the two nuclear-armed 
neighbours, who have fought three wars since independ-
ence and remain at odds over the disputed territory of Indi-
an Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

Non-proliferation regime 
undermined: Pakistan

UNITED NATIONS: Reaffirming its commitment to the 
goal of a nuclear-weapon-free world, Pakistan told a UN pan-
el Tuesday that the global disarmament and arms control 
framework was under stress. “We are witnessing a troubling 
regression,” Ambassador Usman Jadoon, acting permanent 
representative of Pakistan to the UN, said in the course of a 
thematic debate on nuclear weapons in the General Assem-
bly’s First Committee, which deals with disarmament and in-
ternational security matters. “The salience of nuclear weap-
ons in military doctrines is rising along with modernization 
of arsenals, heightening new risks of escalation,” he warned, 
while citing India’s actions that include expansion of unsafe-
guarded stockpiles. “Compounding this is the weaponization 
of emerging technologies — blurring the line between con-
ventional and nuclear domains and increasing risks of miscal-
culation,” the Pakistani evoy said. “We also see States with 

vast fissile material stockpiles pushing selective, cost-free 
proposals, such as focusing only on a cut-off, while ignoring 
existing asymmetries,” Ambassdaor Jadoon said
At the same time, he added, the non-proliferation regime 
is weakened by discriminatory waivers and selective safe-
guards, especially in the transfer of nuclear material and sen-
sitive technology. (India has benefited from special nuclear 
cooperation agreements primarily by ending its decades-long 
nuclear isolation and gaining access to international nuclear 
technology, fuel, and trade. These agreements began with 
a landmark 2008 waiver from NSG and have continued to 
evolve, most recently with new commitments to partnership 
in early 2025.)  In his comment, Ambassador Jadoon, with-
out naming India,  said, “Our eastern neighbour continues 
to expand unsafeguarded stockpiles while benefiting from 
special nuclear cooperation agreements. – Agencies


