
Pakistan 
draws red 
lines in 

Istanbul talks
DNA

ISTANBUL: In crucial talks 
held in Istanbul, Pakistan 
has presented its final posi-
tion to the Afghan Taliban 
delegation, emphasizing 
that continued patronage of 
terrorist groups operating 
from Afghan soil is unac-
ceptable, according to reli-
able security sources.
During the meeting, the Pa-
kistani delegation conveyed 
a firm message that con-
crete and verifiable meas-
ures must be taken by the 
Taliban regime to eliminate 
cross-border terrorism both 
from and inside Afghani-
stan. Officials stressed that 
Pakistan’s patience is wear-
ing thin amid a surge in mil-
itant attacks linked to sanc-
tuaries across the border.
Security sources revealed 
that Pakistan’s stance was 
communicated “in clear and 
unambiguous terms,” high-
lighting that the persistence 
of cross-border infiltration, 
attacks on security forces, 
and the use of Afghan ter-
ritory by anti-Pakistan ele-
ments cannot continue.
On the other hand, the Af-
ghan Taliban delegation’s 
arguments were described 
as “illogical and contrary to 
ground realities.” Sources 
observed that the Taliban 
appeared to be “following 
someone else’s or another 
agenda,” one that “does 
not serve the interests of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, or 
regional stability.”
The talks, viewed as a last 
major diplomatic attempt 
to curb escalating tensions, 
are said to have reached a 
decisive stage. “Further 
progress now hinges on 
the Taliban’s willingness 
to adopt a positive and 
practical attitude,” a senior 
security official noted. The 
Istanbul dialogue marks 
one of the most serious 
high-level engagements be-
tween two sides in recent 
months, as Pakistan push-
es for concrete commit-
ments rather than verbal 
assurances to ensure peace 
along its western border.

News Desk

DOHA: US President Donald Trump on 
Sunday said he would “quickly resolve” 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan conflict, prais-
ing Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Field Marshal 
Asim Munir as “great people.” Trump 
made the remarks while addressing the 
signing ceremony of a Thailand-Cambo-
dia peace deal on the sidelines of the 
ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur.
Border crossings between the two countries 
have remained closed since October 11, fol-
lowing clashes earlier this month that killed 
dozens on both sides in the worst fighting 
since the Taliban’s 2021 takeover of Kabul. 
The border clashes were triggered after 
Islamabad demanded that Kabul control 
militants who attack Pakistan across their 
shared border, saying they operated from 
havens in Afghanistan. A ceasefire was 
agreed in talks hosted by Qatar and Tur-
kiye last weekend and is holding between 
the two sides.  During the second round 
of talks in Istanbul, Pakistan has handed 
over a comprehensive counterterrorism 
plan to the Afghan Taliban, sources said.
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DOHA: United States President Donald Trump co-signed a ceasefire agreement between 
Thailand and Cambodia in Malaysia during the first stop on his Asia tour, which 

is expected to culminate in talks with Chinese leader Xi Jinping. -– DNA

US president praises PM Shebaz Sharif, 
Field Marshal Asim Munir as “great people”

Briefs

Winds of change
 begin to blow on 
political horizon

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti 

ISLAMABAD: Political winds of change appear to be gath-
ering momentum in Pakistan as key figures of the ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Nawaz Sharif, 
Shehbaz Sharif, and Maryam Nawaz held an important 
huddle at Jati Umra on Sunday to deliberate over the 
emerging political situation, particularly the tense devel-
opments in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).
According to reliable sources, the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) is preparing to move a no-confidence mo-
tion against the PML-N–led government in AJK a move 
that could mark the first visible crack in the coalition 
understanding between the two major parties at the fed-
eral level. The development, if it materializes, may have 
far-reaching implications for national politics.
Political observers see this as a potential turning point 
in the uneasy alliance between the PML-N and PPP, 
which have jointly governed Pakistan since the 2024 
general elections. The understanding between both par-
ties was that after two and a half years, power at the 
federal level would be handed over to a PPP-nominated 
prime minister. However, with that time frame now ap-
proaching its end, signs of strain are increasingly visible 
as the PML-N appears reluctant to relinquish control.
In Pakistan’s political tradition, the average life span of 
a prime minister seldom exceeds two and a half years a 
pattern that now looms large over the incumbent gov-
ernment. The PPP leadership, sources say, has grown 

frustrated over the lack of movement on the agreed 
power-sharing formula and is signaling its discontent 
through political maneuvering in AJK.
Analysts believe that after November, Pakistan could wit-
ness significant political shifts, with the PML-N–PPP bon-
homie fading rapidly. The anticipated realignment could 
reshape the parliamentary landscape, as both parties reas-
sess their strategies ahead of future electoral battles.
Governance, meanwhile, remains a major concern. Over 
the past two years, economic recovery has been slug-
gish, and the promised wave of foreign direct investment 
(FDI) has failed to materialize. In fact, foreign compa-
nies operating in Pakistan have scaled down or wound 
up operations, citing persistent security challenges and 
regulatory and judicial uncertainty.
Political instability has further eroded investor confi-
dence, while inflation, unemployment, and governance 
inefficiencies continue to weigh heavily on the public 
mood. Within this context, any major rupture between 
the PML-N and PPP could deepen political polarization 
and complicate governance even further.
The Jati Umra meeting, insiders reveal, focused not only 
on damage control in AJK but also on maintaining coali-
tion stability at the federal level. However, given the his-
tory of mistrust between the two parties, many believe 
the alliance is approaching a breaking point.
As November approaches, the nation braces for what could 
be a defining phase in Pakistan’s political evolution  one 
that may once again test the endurance of coalition politics 
and the maturity of the country’s democratic institutions.

As November approaches, the nation braces for what could 
be a defining phase in Pakistan’s political evolution one that 
may once again test the endurance of coalition politics and 

the maturity of the country’s democratic institutions

Trump co-
signs Thailand, 

Cambodia 
ceasefire 

agreement
dna

DOHA:United States Pres-
ident Donald Trump co-
signed a ceasefire agree-
ment between Thailand 
and Cambodia in Malaysia 
during the first stop on his 
Asia tour, which is expected 
to culminate in talks with 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
The ceasefire, following a 
bloody border dispute, was 
signed by Thai Prime Min-
ister Anutin Charnvirakul 
and Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Manet, as well as 
Trump and Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim. The 
agreement will see the re-
lease of 18 Cambodian prison-
ers of war, a statement from 
Cambodia’s foreign ministry 
said. Clashes between Thai-
land and Cambodia erupted 
in July, killing more than 40 
people and forcing around 
300,000 to flee their homes.
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Lahore again 
ranked most 
polluted city

DNA
ISLAMABAD:Punj ab ’s 
capital Lahore has been 
ranked as the most pollut-
ed city globally on Sunday, 
as heavy smog continues 
to envelop the city and its 
surroundings. According 
to the air quality monitor-
ing platform IQAir, Lahore 
recorded a US Air Quali-
ty Index (AQI) of 349 at 
9:43 am, placing it in the 
“hazardous” category. The 
PM2.5 concentration was 
measured at 249.5 µg/m³ 
— nearly 50 times higher 
than the World Health Or-
ganisation’s (WHO) annual 
air quality guideline. The 
toxic haze has left the city 
shrouded for days, reducing 

Continued on Page 06

DNA
Rawalpindi: On 24-25 October 2025, movements of two 
large groups of khwarij, opposite general area Ghaki, Kur-
ram District and Spinwam, North Waziristan District who 
were trying to infiltrate through Pakistan-Afghanistan bor-
der, were picked up by the security forces. Own troops effec-
tively engaged these groups of khwarij. As a result of precise 
and skillful engagements, 25 khwarij including four Suicide 
Bombers belonging to Indian proxy, Fitna al Khwarij were 
sent to hell in Spinwam, North Waziristan District. Whereas, 
another ten infiltrating khwarij were killed in Ghaki, Kurram 
District. Large number of weapons, ammunition & explo-
sives were also recovered from the killed infiltrating Khwarij.
However, during the intense fire exchanges, five brave sons 
of soil, Havildar Manzoor Hussain (age: 35 years, resident of 
District Ghizar), Sepoy Nauman Ilyas Kiyani (age: 23 years, 
resident of District Poonch), Sepoy Muhammad Adil (age: 24 
years, resident of District Kasur), Sepoy Shah Jehan (age: 
25 years, resident of District Vehari) and Sepoy Ali Asghar 
(age: 25 years, resident of District Pak Pattan), having fought 

Continued on Page 06

President, PM laud 
security forces

Abid Raza

Lahore: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif has paid rich tribute to the security forces for their 
successful operations against Fitna-tul-Khawarij ter-
rorists in North Waziristan and Kurram districts. The 
Prime Minister appreciated the security personnel for 
eliminating 25 terrorists during the operations and 
commended their professionalism and bravery. He also 
paid homage to the five soldiers of the security forces 
who embraced martyrdom while fighting courageously 
against the terrorists. The Prime Minister prayed for 
the elevation of the ranks of the martyrs and expressed 
heartfelt condolences to their bereaved families. He 
said the entire nation salutes the courage and sacrifices 
of the security forces. The Prime Minister reaffirmed 
the government’s firm resolve to  root out terrorism 
in all its forms and manifestations from the country. 
The President also lauded role of the security forces. 

25 terrorists killed in 
cross-border infiltration
Five Pakistan Army soldiers martyred in intense 

exchange of fire with terrorists, says ISPR

PML-N, PPP bonhomie in peril

President Zardari, 
PM Shehbaz ‘discuss 
AJK govt formation’
AJK premier begins consultations amid 

an expected in-house change
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari 
spoke by telephone with Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif to discuss the political situation 
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), sources 
told Geo News on Sunday, as the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) moves to form a new 
government in the territory.
According to sources, President Zardari took 
Prime Minister Shehbaz into confidence over 
the PPP’s decision and the strategy for gov-
ernment formation in AJK.  After the call, the 
prime minister tasked the PML-N committee 
on AJK affairs — chaired by Ahsan Iqbal and 
including Rana Sanaullah and Amir Muqam — 
with holding talks with the PPP. The commit-
tee has begun consultations with the PML-
N’s AJK chapter, the sources added.
Separately, PML-N parliamentary leader and 
former AJK prime minister Raja Farooq Haid-
er reiterated his party’s stance that it will sit 
in opposition and will not be part of any gov-
ernment formation in AJK.  He told the party’s 
parliamentary meeting that the decision to 

Continued on Page 06

PM Shehbaz 
Sharif to visit 
Saudi Arabia 

Premier to engage with 
Saudi leadership to explore 

cooperation in trade, investment 
and energy sectors, says FO

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif will visit Saudi Arabia at the 
invitation of Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Mohammed bin Salman from 
October 27 to 29, 2025, to participate 
in the ninth edition of the Future In-
vestment Initiative (FII9), the Foreign 
Office said in a statement on Sunday. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar, as well 

Continued on Page 06

US seeks to expand 
strategic relationship 
with Pakistan: Rubio

Rubio says India must understand 
Washington’s need for balanced 

diplomacy across South Asia

News Desk

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio has said that Washington sees 
“an opportunity to expand its strategic rela-
tionship with Pakistan,” stressing that this 
engagement is not at the expense of Amer-
ica’s friendship with India. During a press 
briefing, Secretary Rubio was asked wheth-
er India had expressed concerns over Wash-
ington’s growing strategic engagement and 
stronger relations with Pakistan.
“They really haven’t – I mean, we know 
they’re concerned for obvious reasons 
because of the tensions that have existed 
between Pakistan and India historically,” he 
said, according to the transcript of the brief-
ing on the State Department’s website.
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ISLAMABAD: NEPRA’s revised Mul-
ti-Year Tariff (MYT) determination 
for K-Electric puts the government’s 
privatization agenda at risk, while 
also adversely affecting Karachi’s 
stability, stated energy experts and 
industrialists on Saturday during a 
webinar organized by the Policy Re-
search Institute of Market Economy 
(PRIME) titled ‘Karachi’s Energy 
Security: Challenges and Opportuni-
ties’. K-Electric CEO Moonis Alvi said 
the MYT should have reflected the 
company’s continuous operational im-
provements and the realities of power 
supply in a complex urban setting, 
said a press release issued here. He 
said that since privatization, K-Elec-
tric has significantly reduced aggre-
gate technical and commercial losses 
from around 45 percent to below 20 
percent. He further noted that while 
the new tariff structure brings cer-
tain challenges, KE remains commit-
ted to serving Karachi. He explained 
that the changes in the fuel reference 

mechanism may result in additional 
financial obligations for Karachi con-
sumers, including retrospective ad-
justments. “We believe these issues 
can be addressed through construc-
tive engagement with NEPRA and the 
government”, he said while also clari-
fying the fact that in an apple-to-apple 
comparison with the national grid and 
XWDISCOS, KE’s cost of generation 
was lower and the company was more 
efficient. Among the panelists was 
former FBR chairman Shabbar Zaidi 
who termed NEPRA’s decision finan-
cially unviable, predicting that within 
two years KE could face bankruptcy. 
Zaidi added that NEPRA’s approach of 
enforcing uniform tariffs across all cit-
ies ignores ground realities. He said 
a privatised DISCO cannot disconnect 
high-loss areas or adjust prices. Ka-
rachi’s consumer composition is not 
comparable to other regions.
Haroon Shamsi, an industrialist at 
Karachi and Member steering com-
mittee at Better Work Pakistan, said 

the revised tariff is not feasible for 
industries that depend on reliable 
and affordable power. He added that 
accounts for FY2024 have already 
been filed and it was difficult to ret-
rospectively adjust costs. Shamsi also 
questioned why Karachiites are pay-
ing the PHL surcharge, which stems 
from inefficiencies of the national 
grid. Zeeshan Ali, Member of the Ad-
visory Committee on Energy, FPCCI, 
while representing Karachi’s business 
community, warned that the decision 
will derail planned investments to up-
grade infrastructure and improve re-
liability of power supply. “Even small 
power dips can damage industrial ma-
chinery,” he cautioned. Rehan Javed, 
prominent industrialist and energy 
expert, pointed out that KE’s actual 
contribution to national power stabil-
ity is often misunderstood “KE draws 
2,000 MW from the national grid but 
pays for 2,600 MW in capacity charg-
es, effectively reducing the national 
grid’s burden,” he said.  – app

NEPRA’s revised MYT ruling for KE 
endangers privatization agenda

Muqam vows Pakistan’s 
continued support for 
Kashmiris’ struggle

LAHORE: Federal Minis-
ter for Kashmir Affairs, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and SA-
FRON Engr. Amir Muqam 
has said that October 27 
will once again be observed 
as “Black Day” across Pa-
kistan, Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, and among Kash-
miri communities world-
wide to condemn India’s 
illegal occupation of Jammu 
and Kashmir.
Addressing a press confer-
ence along with leaders of 
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) at Aiwan-
e-Iqbal, here on Sunday, 
the minister said that the 
day marks India’s forcible 
and unlawful occupation 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
October 27, 1947, in blatant 
violation of the principles 
of partition, human rights, 
and United Nations reso-
lutions. He said Pakistan 
and its people have always 
stood shoulder to shoulder 
with their Kashmiri broth-
ers and sisters and will con-
tinue to do so until they are 
granted their inalienable 
right to self-determination.
Engr. Amir Muqam paid 
rich tribute to the un-
matched sacrifices of the 
Kashmiri people, saying 
that more than 8,316 peo-
ple have been martyred in 
fake encounters and illegal 

detentions, over 100,000 
houses destroyed, 22,000 
women widowed, 1,916 chil-
dren orphaned, and 11,229 
women subjected to assault 
under Indian occupation. 
He said thousands of Hur-
riyat leaders remain impris-
oned, while India is trying to 
execute senior leader Yasin 
Malik. “More than 900,000 
Indian troops have turned 
the occupied valley into a 
prison,” he said, urging the 
international community to 
ensure implementation of 
UN resolutions for the free-
dom of Kashmiris.
The minister said Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
boldly presented the Kash-
mir cause at global forums, 
exposing Indian atrocities 
and highlighting the plight 
of oppressed Kashmiris. 
He said that Pakistan will 
continue its political, mor-
al, and diplomatic support 
to the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir until their legiti-
mate struggle reaches its 
destination. “The issue of 
Kashmir is not of one par-
ty, it is the issue of all Pa-
kistanis,” he added. Engr. 
Amir Muqam announced 
that a one-minute silence 
will be observed at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday across the coun-
try to express solidarity 
with the Kashmiri people, 

while rallies and walks will 
also be held in Pakistan and 
Azad Kashmir. He said that 
the Ministry of Kashmir 
Affairs is coordinating with 
all relevant departments to 
observe Kashmir Black Day 
in an organized and impact-
ful manner, to send a strong 
and clear message to the in-
ternational community that 
the Kashmir issue must be 
resolved in accordance with 
the will of the Kashmiri 
people and in line with the 
United Nations resolutions.
To a question about Azad 
Kashmir’s political situa-
tion, the minister said that 
although the AJK Prime 
Minister is an honest man, 
he has failed to control the 
situation and that a change 
in government has become 
inevitable. He said the 
PML-N in AJK has decid-
ed not to join any coalition 
government and will sit on 
the opposition benches. 
“The development of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan is our fore-
most priority,” he added.
To another query, he said 
that every political party 
has the democratic right to 
form government, but urged 
the Chief Minister of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa to act re-
sponsibly and speak within 
constitutional limits. – APP

Kundi calls for breast 
cancer awareness  

in rural areas
PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi on Sun-
day said that women are the strong 
pillars of society, and their health and 
well-being guarantee a progressive and 
enlightened nation. “When women are 
healthy, the whole society becomes 
healthy,” he remarked.
He expressed these views while ad-
dressing a breast cancer awareness 
seminar as chief guest at the Gover-
nor’s House Peshawar.
The event was attended by Professor Dr. 
Muqaddas Ali Khan, Chairman Pakistan 
Red Crescent (Merged Areas) Farzand 
Ali Wazir, medical experts, women 
health professionals, and social figures 
in large numbers.
Dr. Muqaddas Ali Khan highlighted 
the importance of organizing such 
seminars and thanked the Governor 
for hosting the awareness session at 
the Governor’s HouseMedical experts 
including Dr. Iman Sohail, Dr. Mumtaz 
Ali Marwat, Dr. Rabika Bakhtiar, Dr. 
Faiza Rehman, Dr. Syed Muhammad 
Sultan, Dr. Syed Ghulam Ghous, Dr. 
Irfanul Islam Nasir, and Dr. Syed Asif 
Shah spoke about the causes, treat-
ment, prevention, and awareness of 

breast cancer. In his address, Gover-
nor Kundi said that the seminar was 
not merely an event but a “movement” 
aimed at promoting women’s health, 
awareness, and empowerment. He em-
phasized that awareness efforts should 
not be limited to the month of October 
but continued throughout the year. 
He lauded the organizers for hold-
ing the seminar on such an impor-
tant subject and said that Pakistan 
remains among the countries where 
breast cancer is a leading cause of 
death among women. Governor Kun-
di urged educated women to play 
their role in spreading awareness 
among women in rural areas about 
breast cancer and its early detection.
He assured that the Governor’s House 
would continue to fully support all posi-
tive initiatives related to women’s health 
and awareness. The Governor also paid 
tribute to Asifa Bhutto Zardari, praising 
her as a leading figure in the national 
breast cancer awareness campaign. 
N“Under her leadership, this campaign 
is creating confidence and conscious-
ness among women. I want all women 
of society to join Asifa Bhutto Zardari in 
this noble mission,” he said.—APP

Hazara 
varsity 

Syndicate 
approves key  

decisions
MANSEHRA: The 71st 
meeting of the Syndicate of 
Hazara University Manseh-
ra, chaired by Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Dr. Ikramul-
lah Khan, approved several 
important academic and ad-
ministrative decisions.
The meeting endorsed the 
minutes of previous ses-
sions of the Syndicate and 
the Advanced Studies and 
Research Board, while the 
recommendations of the 
Finance and Planning Com-
mittee were also approved 
with several additional sug-
gestions. The Syndicate 
approved an increase in the 
remuneration of daily wage 
workers and visiting faculty 
members and granted an 
NOC for faculty positions, 
paving the way for new 
faculty recruitment after 
approval from other high-
er university forums. The 
appointment of chairper-
sons for various academic 
departments was also sanc-
tioned. Vice Chancellor Pro-
fessor Dr. Ikramullah Khan 
expressed gratitude to the 
Syndicate members for 
their participation, stating 
that the proceedings were 
successfully concluded due 
to the members’ coopera-
tion, guidance, and positive 
outlook. He added that 
the positive decisions 
made during the meeting 
would further enhance 
academic and administra-
tive efficiency at Hazara 
University.—APP

Kashmiris 
never accepted 

Indian 
occupation:

AJK PM
MUZAFFARABAD: Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
Prime Minister Chaudhry 
Anwar-ul-Haq has said on 
Sunday that on October 27, 
1947, India violated the prin-
ciples of the partition of the 
subcontinent by deploying 
its forces in Kashmir against 
the will of its people and oc-
cupied a part of the region In 
his special message on the 
occasion of Kashmir Black 
Day, the Prime Minister said 
that India’s claim over Jam-
mu and Kashmir, based on 
the so-called Instrument of 
Accession, was rejected by 
the United Nations. He add-
ed that the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir have never ac-
cepted India’s illegal and op-
pressive occupation and have 
continued their struggle for 
freedom to this day. – app

Islamabad: The CEO Westminster School Ayesha Raheel conferred upon Riffat Ara Baig 
an Outstanding Teacher Award (Fine Arts) at the annual ceremony organised 

at the Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA). — DNA

Lahore: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif offering Fateha and extends condolences on the death of wife 
 of Mian Marghoob Ahmad, Senior Leader of PML N on Sunday.

Railways 
modernization 
efforts gaining 

momentum: 
Hanif 

LAHORE: Minister for 
Railways Muhammad Hanif 
Abbasi has said that the pro-
cess of modernizing Paki-
stan Railways and providing 
better facilities to passen-
gers is continuing success-
fully Addressing a press 
conference at the Railway 
Headquarters on Sunday, 
he announced several major 
projects and development 
initiatives aimed at trans-
forming the railway system 
on modern lines. The minis-
ter revealed that efforts are 
being made to restore the 
Islamabad–Tehran–Istanbul 
train service by December 
31. He added that following 
an agreement with Uzbeki-
stan, another accord is being 
finalized with Kazakhstan, 
under which freight will be 
brought up to Chaman. He 
said that since a railway 
line already exists from 
Chaman to Karachi, the 
agreement will help open 
new trade routes to Central 
Asia and Europe. – app

KP to observe 
Kashmir 

Black Day with 
province-wise 

silence
PESHAWAR: The province 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
was set to demonstrate its 
unwavering support for 
people of Kashmir as it 
prepares to observe Kash-
mir Black Day on Monday.
In a hand out issued here 
Sunday, a powerful and sym-
bolic gesture of unity, all ac-
tivity is scheduled to pause 
as a one-minute silence is 
observed across the entire 
province at precisely 10:00 am 
This solemn day is dedicated 
to expressing profound soli-
darity with Kashmiri people. 
People from all walks of life, 
alongside various government 
departments, educational in-
stitutions, and NGOs, are mo-
bilizing to mark the Black Day. 
A series of large-scale “Kashmir 
Rallies” are planned as focal 
point of public demonstrations, 
with citizens gathering to 
make their voices heard.—APP
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PNCA, Nomad Gallery organize Sindhu 
Sur- Melody of Sindhu exhibition

The exhibition was inaugurated by Senator Rubina Rauf, who appreciated the initiative for its role in reviving regional art 
practices and promoting cultural dialogue through visual storytelling

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts(PNCA), in collabo-
ration with Nomad Gallery, proudly pre-
sents Sindhu Sur – Melody of Sindhu, 
an exhibition conceptualized and curat-
ed by Nageen Hyat, Founder of Nomad 
Gallery. The exhibition celebrates the 
profound cultural, poetic, and artistic 
heritage of Sindh through a diverse 
collection of contemporary works that 
blend illumination, geometry, and tradi-
tional visual languages. The exhibition 
was inaugurated by Senator Rubina 
Rauf, who appreciated the initiative for 
its role in reviving regional art practices 
and promoting cultural dialogue through 
visual storytelling. The Ambassador of 
Portugal to Pakistan, Frederico Silva 
and Ms. Nicole Guihot, Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the Australian High 
Commission, Ms Nageen Hayat, Cu-
rator, and Mariam Ahmed, Director 
PNCA also accompanied them. Sindhu 
Sur brings together a vibrant group 
of artists from Sindh—including 
Shahzad Zar, Muzammil H. Chan-
dio, Ayman Babar, Mehrin Haseeb, 
Mahnoor Fatima, Munazza Khan, 
Aniqa Fatima, Hina Muhammad, and 
Ambreen Shah—comprising recent 
graduates and faculty members of 
the VM Centre for Traditional Arts, 
Karachi, alongside Muzammil H. 
Chandio, a graduate of the National 
College of Arts, Lahore. Together, 
they explore the intersections of 
faith, craft, and aesthetics, reviving 
traditional Sindhi motifs while rein-
terpreting them through a contem-
porary lens. In these works, artists 
draw inspiration from the region’s ar-
tistic and spiritual legacy, incorporat-
ing Ajrak patterns, rally designs, Mak-
li structures, and the sacred geometry 
of Thatta. Through layered forms, 
rhythmic compositions, and symbolic 

motifs, the exhibition pays homage to 
Sindh’s unique visual identity—where 
geometry breathes, colour speaks, and 
tradition endures. Each artwork re-
flects the warmth of Sindhi hospitality 
and celebrates the enduring dialogue 
between craftsmanship and creative 
expression. Speaking about the exhi-

bition, Nageen Hyat shared, “It gives 
me great pleasure to conceptualize 
and curate Sindhu Sur – Melody of Sind-
hu, highlighting the rich culture of Sindh 
through the visual medium of illumination 
and contemporary art. The participating 
artists seek to revive local and regional 
artistic skills, revitalizing the relevance 

of traditional arts in Pakistan.” Adding 
to this, Mariam Ahmed, Director Visual 
Arts Division PNCA, remarked, “PNCA 
remains committed to providing platforms 
that celebrate Pakistan’s cultural diversity 
and empower creative voices across the 
country. Sindhu Sur is a remarkable exam-
ple of how tradition and innovation can 

coexist beautifully.” Through Sindhu 
Sur, PNCA and Nomad Gallery contin-
ue their shared vision of supporting artistic 
voices, empowering women and indigenous 
communities, and fostering appreciation for 
Pakistan’s diverse artistic heritage. The ex-
hibition will continue till 30th October, daily 
timings, 10 am to 4 pm.
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PIDE sparks national conversation 
through Talanoa dialogue

Mahnoor Ansar

Islamabad: The Pakistan Institute 
of Development Economics (PIDE), 
in collaboration with Islamic Relief 
Pakistan, hosted an insightful Talanoa 
Dialogue titled “Collaborative Climate 
Action for a Resilient Pakistan.” The 
event brought together researchers, 
practitioners, and policymakers to 
foster inclusive discussions on cli-
mate resilience, adaptation, and sus-
tainable development Moderated by 
Dr. Khurram Ellahi, Assistant Profes-
sor at PIDE, the session introduced 
the Talanoa Dialogue framework — a 
participatory, story based approach 
emphasizing transparency, inclusivi-
ty, and trust in climate conversations. 
The dialogue revolved around three 
guiding questions: Where we are, 
where we want to be, and how we 
are going to get there. In his open-

ing remarks, Mr. Raza Narejo, Acting 
Country Director at Islamic Relief Pa-
kistan, highlighted the organization’s 
ongoing initiatives in water and food 
security, gender inclusion, and cli-
mate adaptation. He emphasized that 
dialogues like Talanoa complement 
Pakistan’s national climate commit-
ments and contribute to shaping dis-
cussions ahead of COP30. Mr. Narejo 
underscored that local perspectives 
are essential for effective climate pol-
icy, as on ground realities often differ 
from policy level assumptions. Partic-
ipants shared firsthand experiences 
and local observations of Pakistan’s 
evolving climate landscape from un-
predictable weather patterns and re-
curring floods to soil degradation, air 
pollution, and urban expansion. Con-
cerns over declining crop yields and 
nutritional quality reflected the direct 
link between environmental degra-
dation, food insecurity, and public 
health. Participants noted that limited 

awareness among farmers about adap-
tive agricultural practices and weak 
enforcement of pollution controls 
continue to hinder resilience efforts. 
They emphasized that climate adapta-
tion must be coupled with education, 
behavioral change, and stronger lo-
cal participation in decision making 
processes. Dr. Nasir Iqbal, Associ-
ate Professor and Registrar PIDE, 
stressed that policy design itself 
influences climate outcomes and 
called for evidence based policymak-
ing that integrates environmental 
and economic objectives. He also 
pointed to the absence of climate 
insurance mechanisms to protect 
vulnerable households from floods, 
droughts, and crop failures. Other 
contributors, including Dr. Zulfiqar, 
Dr. Usman, and Dr. Faisal, discussed 
the social and psychological dimen-
sions of climate stress, such as forced 
migration, loss of community identity, 
and post disaster vulnerabilities. 

Landmark PDP sewerage, water 
 network upgrades unveiled

ISLAMABAD: Driving the vision of 
sustainable community development, 
Managing Director (MD) - Punjab Mu-
nicipal Development Fund Company 
(PMDFC) Syed Zahid Aziz on Sunday 
called on citizens to maintain parks 
and sports grounds responsibly and 
reaffirmed his commitment to ongo-
ing projects under the Chief Minis-
ter’s leadership, including the Punjab 
Development Program (PDP), slated 
for completion in the next two years 
to upgrade sewerage and water sys-
tems. While speaking exclusively to 
PTV News, MD-PMDFC Syed Zahid 
Aziz highlighted that the Punjab De-
velopment Program (PDP) is a unique 
and comprehensive initiative of the 
Maryam Nawaz government.  He em-
phasized that the program addresses 
multiple aspects of urban infrastruc-

ture, including sewerage, rainwater 
drainage and street paving, ensuring a 
holistic approach to city development. 
Aziz specifically noted that a new rain-
water management project will be 
launched in Lahore, focusing on build-
ing rainwater storage tanks to prevent 
flooding and improve water conserva-
tion. He added that this initiative will 
complement the ongoing efforts of 
WASA and PMDFC to strengthen the 
city’s water and sewerage infrastruc-
ture, ensuring a more efficient and 
sustainable urban environment.
 In addition to water and sewerage 
projects, the PDP will also focus on re-
habilitating parks and sports grounds 
across the province, he said, adding, 
these efforts aim to enhance public 
spaces, promote civic responsibility and 
provide citizens with well-maintained 

recreational areas, reflecting the gov-
ernment’s commitment to sustainable 
development and improved quality of 
life. He stated about this PDP project, 
with a budget of 400 billion PKR will 
be completed within two years and will 
significantly improve city infrastructure. 
The initiative includes rainwater manage-
ment to prevent stagnant water, construc-
tion of ponds and a floating plant project, 
ensuring better waste management and 
reducing health risks caused by contami-
nated water.
 The project aims to strengthen the waste 
water system across both posh and re-
mote areas, preventing unsafe vegetable 
cultivation and associated health issues, 
he said, adding, with improving sewerage 
and water management, the initiative will 
enhance public health and urban living 
standards across the province. —APP
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drainage and street paving, ensuring a holistic approach to city development.—APP
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Sudan’s deadly conflict
Hafed Al-Ghwell

T HE war in Sudan is not an anomaly; it is a prototype. A conflict that 
has directly killed at least 150,000 people, displaced over 11 million, 

and pushed half the population into acute food insecurity sets the pace for 
a terrifying global trend. Each new headline, woeful statistic or offensive 
showcases a form of warfare for which the global community possesses 
no effective response. This is no longer the clean, contained proxy warfare 
of the past half-century, but a messy, multi-layered struggle defined by the 
weaponization of everything from commercially available drones to global 
financial networks. It is playing out in a theater where state authority has 
collapsed, supplanted by rival military factions and a dense web of external 
actors, from regional middle powers to international arms networks whose 
competing interests fuel the fire without offering an exit.
This is the shape of wars to come. First, the mechanics of violence have 
evolved. Armed drones, once limited to the periphery, now form the core 
of a callous strategy that blurs the lines between combat and collective 
punishment. Their function extends far beyond reconnaissance to the 
primary instruments of siege and terror we see today. For instance, a sin-
gle drone strike on a displacement shelter at Dar Al-Arqam in El-Fasher 
killed 57 people, while another that struck the Saudi Maternal Teaching 
Hospital claimed over 70 lives. The systematic targeting of civilian infra-
structure is very much a calculated escalation. Earlier this year, drone 
attacks on the Merowe Dam and key substations crippled Sudan’s elec-
tricity grid, collapsing essential services. In turn, the consequences were 
as catastrophic as they were multiplicative: hospitals lost refrigeration, 
medicines spoiled, and access to water became a tool of war.
For the 1.2 million people once living in El-Fasher — a city turned 
into a ghost town by a 57 km siege wall and constant aerial bombard-
ment — the persistent hum of drones overhead denies any concept of 
sanctuary. Here, families dig crude bunkers for shelter and survive 
on animal feed, while medical staff, lacking gauze, dress wounds with 
mosquito nets and carry out amputations due to festering injuries. All 
this suffering reveals a deliberate architecture of a man-made famine, 
where the battlefield is everywhere and everyone is a target.
Beyond the record death toll and woeful records of persistent human suf-
fering, the civil war has not just undergone a technological shift enabled by 
a diplomatic vacuum and unchecked external interference; the traditional 
center of gravity for peacemaking has also disintegrated.
The US, whose influence once provided a forced, if flawed, coherence 
to regional diplomacy, now operates from a position of reduced lever-
age, channeling efforts through unwieldy constructs such as the Quad. 

The group is not a neutral arbiter, but a collection of the war’s prima-
ry sponsors. As a result, the entire Horn of Africa, including parts of 
the Sahel, has fractured into polarized blocs, with states such as Eritrea 
aligning with the Sudanese Armed Forces, while others, including Chad 
and elements within Ethiopia, lean toward the Rapid Support Forces. 
This internationalized patronage network ensures that the war continues 
to escalate, immune to mediation, and cementing Sudan’s status as a 
prototype for a new era of intractable, externally fueled war. 
The world’s silence is more than a moral failure.
Unfortunately, the human cost is both a tragedy and a strategic failure of 
historic proportions. Over 24.6 million people, about half of the country, 
face acute food insecurity, with 637,000 experiencing catastrophic levels of 
hunger, the worst such crisis on Earth. This man-made famine is a direct 
result of burned farmlands, severed supply routes, and both sides doubling 
down on siege warfare. Meanwhile, the war has spawned a parallel illicit 
economy, with Sudanese gold smuggled across borders, financing the very 
forces that are destroying the state. Moreover, both sides have established 
parallel governments, cementing a de facto partition of the nation, and thus, 
making the goal of a unified Sudan increasingly distant.
On the other hand, the international response to the war has been a study 
in diplomatic failure, defined by a proliferation of competing initiatives that 
actively undermine each other. Mediation efforts have been entirely devoid 
of a central authority. Initial talks quickly stalled and a follow-up initiative 
by East African heads of state ultimately collapsed for lack of the backing of 
key Arab powers. A subsequent US attempt to convene talks in Switzerland 
failed when the Sudanese Armed Forces refused to attend.
This cannot even be called mere incompetence anymore; it is a delib-
erate, structural f law. With each external power jockeying to control 
the process, no single mediator gains the necessary momentum or 
legitimacy. The outcome is a diplomatic race to the bottom, where the 
overwhelming number of actors with irreconcilable interests shrinks 
the space for a political solution to zero. Consequently, the ambitious 
comprehensive peace deals of the past have been abandoned, replaced 
by fleeting truces that merely freeze the front lines and cement a frac-
tured status quo. This is the ineffective new standard for conflict res-
olution, ensuring that a war which has already killed 150,000 people 
and displaced over 11 million is “managed” rather than ended.
Taken altogether, the war in Sudan demonstrates that the future of conflict 
lies outside the traditional spheres of great power competition. It is in these 
spaces, where regional middle powers with commercial ambition, strategic 
paranoia, and advanced weaponry collide, that the most destructive and 
unmanageable wars will flourish. Given what is at stake, the international 
silence is more than a moral failure; it is a strategic preview of the nature 
of conflict in a disordered, fragmented world. If a catastrophe of this magni-
tude, fueled by so many and stopped by none, can unfold with such impunity, 
then Sudan is not the exception. It is the shape of wars to come.
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The Breaking Point: Israel Challenges 
Trump’s Gaza Accord

The Illusion of Peace in Gaza

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

I N a stunning act of political defiance, Israel’s 
hard-line cabinet effectively nullified Trump’s 
Gaza Peace Plan by passing a resolution that 

authorized the expansion of settlements into the 
West Bank and renewed military operations even 
as the peace framework was being finalized. The 
move blindsided Washington’s diplomatic team, 
particularly Vice President J. D. Vance, who was in 
Tel Aviv precisely to secure Israel’s commitment 
to compliance. According to U.S. officials cited by 
Reuters and Haaretz, the vice president regarded 
the Israeli resolution as a deliberate breach of trust 
and a personal affront, describing it privately as an 
insult delivered “at the highest level.”
Initially, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government appeared cautiously supportive. Yet 
within weeks, domestic political pressures and far-
right factions within his coalition began to disman-
tle that fragile understanding. 
For regional observers, the timing was no acci-
dent. Analysts from Al Jazeera and Le Monde 
noted that Netanyahu’s right-wing bloc viewed 
the Gaza Peace Plan as a strategic threat — a 
framework that could limit Israel’s military free-
dom and restore international legitimacy to the 
idea of Palestinian statehood. By reigniting com-
bat operations and approving annexation in the 
West Bank, Israel’s leadership seemed intent on 
pre-empting any diplomatic arrangement that 
might constrain its territorial ambitions.
Trump’s administration had offered Israel exten-
sive security guarantees, economic incentives, 
and enhanced defense cooperation in exchange for 
compliance. The vice president’s visit was meant to 
formalize these commitments. Instead, it conclud-
ed in frustration, leaving Washington’s credibility 
as an honest peace broker hanging in the balance. 
The rupture was more than symbolic; it revealed 
the widening gap between an American adminis-
tration seeking stability and an Israeli government 
increasingly driven by nationalist ideology.
This humanitarian devastation is not an unintend-
ed consequence but a calculated strategy. Israeli 
hardliners argue that prolonged economic collapse 
will weaken militant networks and deter future up-
risings. History, however, teaches the opposite: 
despair breeds resistance. A society stripped of 
dignity and survival cannot be pacified through 

starvation. No peace plan can take root amid hun-
ger, displacement, and grief.
For the United States, this crisis poses an excruci-
ating dilemma. For decades, the U.S.–Israel part-
nership has rested on three pillars — security coop-
eration, political alignment, and shared democratic 
ideals. But when an ally openly defies a sitting Amer-
ican vice president and undermines a peace frame-
work painstakingly negotiated by Washington, those 
foundations begin to crumble. According to Defense 
News, the United States currently provides Israel 
with roughly $3.8 billion in annual military aid, most 
of it unconditional. That policy is now facing bipar-
tisan scrutiny in Congress. Several senators have 
proposed conditioning aid on measurable improve-
ments in civilian protection, echoing growing public 
sentiment that America must not bankroll violations 
of humanitarian law. A Pew Research poll conducted 
in September 2025 found that sixty-one percent of 
Americans favor temporarily suspending arms trans-
fers to compel a cease-fire.
Across the Middle East, the shockwaves have 
been immediate. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Egypt — all early supporters of 
Trump’s peace initiative — condemned Israel’s 
annexation vote as an act of deliberate sabotage. 
Turkey and Iran warned that continued aggres-
sion could trigger regional retaliation, language 
that has raised fears of a broader conflagration. 
Analysts point out that these countries, along 
with Pakistan, now possess credible deterrent 
and precision-strike capabilities that could dras-
tically alter Israel’s strategic calculus if the Unit-
ed States withdraws its protective shield.
Even without direct confrontation, the diplomatic 
cost for Israel is mounting. The European Union 
has suspended preferential trade talks, and the 
U.N. General Assembly has called an emergency 
session to debate sanctions related to settlement 
expansion. For the first time in decades, Israel 
finds itself not only at odds with its adversaries but 
estranged from its oldest allies.
The tragedy is that Israel’s current trajectory mir-
rors the mistakes of history. Nations that have 
endured persecution and suffering should under-
stand, more than any others, the moral necessity 
of restraint. Post-war Germany and Japan, once mil-
itaristic powers, rebuilt themselves into peaceful, 

prosperous democracies by renouncing aggression 
and embracing accountability. Their transforma-
tion stands as proof that security arises not from 
domination but from legitimacy and trust. Israel, 
endowed with immense scientific talent, economic 
vitality, and a globally connected diaspora, could 
follow a similar path — if its leadership chose co-
existence over conquest. Instead, its current defi-
ance threatens to turn strength into isolation. The 
illusion of invincibility can blind a nation to its own 
vulnerabilities. True power lies not in the ability 
to destroy but in the capacity to reconcile. A coun-
try surrounded by hostility cannot ensure its safety 
through endless wars; it must seek durable peace 
through justice and empathy.
The immediate task now is to restore U.S.–Israeli 
trust and revive the 21-point peace roadmap before 
the window for diplomacy closes completely. That 
will require a verifiable halt to annexation, unre-
stricted humanitarian access to Gaza, a phased 
prisoner exchange, and credible international guar-
antees for demilitarization and reconstruction. Re-
gional powers such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt, 
and Turkey must act as guarantors, while the Unit-
ed States and European Union provide financial 
and institutional support for rebuilding. Without 
such coordinated engagement, the Middle East 
risks descending into yet another prolonged and 
destabilizing conflict.
Israel’s defiance may appear, to some, as a show 
of resolve. In truth, it reveals fragility — a depend-
ence on foreign backing, on perpetual mobilization, 
and on the dangerous illusion that peace can be 
achieved through dominance. If Washington redis-
covers its moral compass and conditions its support 
on accountability and restraint, it can still salvage 
both its peace plan and its reputation as a global 
arbiter of justice. But if this spiral continues, the 
United States may one day realize that by shielding 
an ally from responsibility, it has imperiled not only 
Israel’s survival but also America’s credibility as 
the world’s champion of peace.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia

Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan, USA

A FTER two years of devastating conflict in Gaza, 
Donald Trump as a “historic moment of peace” 
in the Middle East has heralded the declaration 

of a cease-fire. Yet, beneath the rhetoric of triumph lies 
a far more complex reality. The cease-fire remains frag-
ile and the fundamental issues that have long plagued 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict persist unresolved. The 
American narrative of progress in the region rests 
upon deeply flawed assumptions chief among them, the 
enduring faith in the two-state solution.
For decades, Washington’s Middle East policy has re-
volved around this concept as the ultimate framework 
for peace. The two state formula has become not only 
obsolete but also counterproductive. The argument 
challenges the very foundation of American diplomat-
ic orthodoxy by asserting that neither Israelis nor Pal-
estinians genuinely believe in or desire the two-state 
outcome as traditionally envisioned. Instead, both 
societies have evolved politically, psychologically, and 
territorially in ways that render the idea of two inde-
pendent, viable states nearly impossible.
The two-state solution has long served as the rhetorical 
cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. 
From the Oslo Accords in the 1990s to the more recent 
Trump and Biden administrations, successive Ameri-
can presidents have invoked it as both a moral and stra-
tegic imperative. However, as Marc Lynch and Shibley 
Telhami argue in “The Two-State Mirage,” the persis-
tence of this idea has transformed it from a policy goal 
into a diplomatic myth. The repeated invocation of two 
states provides the illusion of progress while masking 
the steady entrenchment of occupation, settlement ex-
pansion, and Palestinian fragmentation.
Scholars critique suggesting that Washington’s attach-
ment to the two-state model has more to do with its 
own self-image than with regional realities. The U.S., 
he argues, has long defined its role in the Middle East 
as that of an honest broker a belief that allows it to 
claim moral authority even as its policies perpetuate 

imbalance. This self-deception, according to Malley 
and Agha, has led to “serial disasters” where Ameri-
can initiatives produce neither peace nor stability but 
cycles of renewed violence and disillusionment.
Despite widespread recognition that the geopolitical 
landscape has shifted dramatically with Gaza in ruins, 
Israeli politics moving further right, and Palestinian 
governance fractured Western diplomats continue to 
revive the two-state rhetoric after each crisis. While 
the idea may retain symbolic resonance, its practical 
viability has vanished. The political geography of the 
conflict marked by settlements, separation walls, and 
demographic intermixing has rendered partition in-
creasingly unfeasible. The two-year Gaza war has ex-
posed the bankruptcy of traditional frameworks. Far 
from bringing peace, American-supported cease-fires 
and aid initiatives have done little to address the un-
derlying asymmetry of power. Washington’s focus on 
counterterrorism and Israel’s security, they contend, 
has consistently overshadowed the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe faced by Palestinians.
America’s inability to adapt its policy to the real-
ities on the ground. Rather than recalibrating its 
approach, Washington continues to view the con-
flict through outdated Cold War-era lenses seeking 
to “manage” rather than resolve it, and privileging 
stability over justice. The result is a peace process 
that exists in name only a process more concerned 
with appearances than outcomes.
The United States’ post-Cold War dominance al-
lowed it to shape international norms, but that same 
dominance has now eroded. In the Middle East, the 
limits of American power are increasingly visible. 
Regional actors from Iran and Turkey to non-state 
groups like Hamas and Hezbollah now operate with 
greater autonomy, while global powers like China 
and Russia have deepened their involvement. This 
shifting balance means that U.S. proclamations of 
“peace” carry diminishing weight.

For many Israelis, the idea of coexistence has given 
way to security maximalism, driven by decades of fear 
and conflict. For Palestinians, the collapse of peace 
talks, ongoing displacement, and internal division 
have eroded faith in diplomacy. The two-state frame-
work, once a symbol of hope, now represents an unful-
filled promise a reminder of international hypocrisy.
This disillusionment is not merely emotional; it is 
structural. The Palestinian Authority’s legitimacy has 
withered, while Hamas, despite its militant posture, 
commands enduring support as a symbol of resist-
ance. On the Israeli side, successive governments have 
normalized the occupation and integrated it into the 
national identity. Under these conditions, any peace 
process built on the premise of mutual compromise 
is destined to fail because the political constituencies 
that could sustain such compromise no longer exist.
If the two-state model is indeed obsolete, what alter-
natives exist? Scholars like Michael Oren, Nathan J. 
Brown, and Dahlia Scheindlin, present a spectrum 
of possibilities from confederation models to rights-
based approaches that focus on equality rather than 
sovereignty. While these ideas remain largely theoret-
ical, they signal a growing recognition that peace re-
quires reimagining not merely repeating past formu-
las. The path forward lies in acknowledging the failure 
of old paradigms and embracing political pluralism. 
Rather than imposing a Western-designed solution, 
they call for an approach rooted in regional agency 
one that reflects the aspirations and grievances of 
both peoples. This would mean shifting the focus from 
territorial partition to issues of dignity, justice, and 
coexistence within a shared political space.
The meaningful peace cannot be engineered 
through diplomatic performance. It must emerge 
from changes in local power dynamics and social 
consciousness. In their view, international ef-
forts should prioritize human security, rights and 
governance over symbolic statehood.
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BEIJING: A brilliant mind from Pa-
kistan’s coastal city of Gwadar is ad-
vancing in chemical research at Chong-
qing University, China embodying the 
strengthening educational ties between 
China and Pakistan while proudly pre-
serving her cultural roots.
Maria Baloch, currently in her third year 
of PhD studies in Chemistry, specializes 
in the design and synthesis of fused het-
erocyclic cations – a class of advanced 
organic materials with significant po-
tential for energy, healthcare, and envi-
ronmental applications, according to a 
report carried by Gwadar Pro. “These 
materials exhibit remarkable optical and 

electronic properties,” explained Maria. 
“In Balochistan, they could enable low-
cost solar cells, sensors for water quality 
monitoring, or even biomedical tools for 
disease diagnosis – all critical for sustain-
able development.”
The young researcher attributes much of 
her academic progress to the outstanding 
research environment at Chongqing Uni-
versity. “The university’s comprehensive 
facilities, from the well-equipped laborato-
ries to the nine-story library, have created 
ideal conditions for scientific innovation,” 
she noted. Maira particularly highlighted 
the invaluable guidance of her Chinese su-
pervisor, who supported her professional 
development and personal growth.
Beyond her lab work, Maria has also en-
gaged in academic exchange seminars and 

cultural programs that have enriched her 
understanding of cutting-edge research and 
Chinese traditions. 
“These experiences have allowed me to 
build connections with scholars from di-
verse backgrounds while gaining new per-
spectives,” she remarked.
Maria has naturally assumed the role of 
cultural ambassador, often wearing her 
traditional Balochi dress as a conversation 
starter about her heritage. 
“My traditional attire often sparks discus-
sions about Balochistan’s natural beauty 
and cultural richness, including the devel-
opmental progress brought by projects like 
Gwadar Port,” she explained.
While acknowledging the challenges faced 
by women in STEM fields, she has found 
Chinese academia increasingly supportive 

of female researchers.  “There’s always 
pressure to prove oneself, but I’ve discov-
ered ample opportunity here to develop 
both as a scientist and as a woman proud of 
her Balochi identity,” she stated.
Looking ahead, the Gwadar native main-
tains a clear objective: to return to Pakistan 
and contribute to the progress of her home-
town.  She aims to apply her expertise in 
enhancing mining techniques, developing 
sustainable energy solutions that utilize lo-
cal resources, and advancing environmen-
tally responsible agricultural practices. 
Her advice to young people in Balochistan 
carries particular resonance: “Never 
doubt the power of your dreams. Educa-
tion has transformed my life and it can do 
the same for our communities. Never let 
anyone diminish your potential.”

Baloch scholar from Gwadar advancing 
in chemical research in China

“These experiences have allowed me to build connections with scholars 
from diverse backgrounds while gaining new perspectives,” she remarked
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gallantly, paid the ultimate 
sacrifice and embraced 
Shahadat. It is significant to 
point out that these infiltra-
tion attempts by Fitna al Kh-
warij are being carried out 
at a time when delegations 
of Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are engaged in talks in Tür-
kiye; casting doubts on in-
tentions of Interim Afghan 
Government with regards 
to addressing the issue of 
terrorism emanating from 
its soil. Pakistan has con-
sistently been asking In-
terim Afghan Government 
to ensure effective border 
management on their side 
of the border and is expect-
ed to fulfil its obligations of 
Doha Agreement and deny 
the use of Afghan soil by 
Khwarij against Pakistan.
The Security Forces of Pa-
kistan remain resolute and 
unwavering in their commit-
ment to defend the nation’s 
frontiers and such sacrific-
es of our brave soldiers fur-
ther strengthen our resolve. 
Sanitization operation is be-
ing conducted to eliminate 
any other Indian sponsored 
Kharji found in the area as 
relentless Counter Terror-
ism campaign under vision 
“Azm e Istehkam” (as ap-
proved by Federal Apex 
Committee on National Ac-
tion Plan) by Security Forc-
es and Law Enforcement 
Agencies of Pakistan will 
continue at full pace to wipe 
out the menace of foreign 
sponsored and supported 
terrorism from the country.

Trump 
says he can 
‘quickly...

From Page 01
Referring to recent border 
tensions between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, Trump said 
he was confident of helping 
the two sides reach peace. 
“… we’re averaging one a 
month. There is only one 
left, although I heard that Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan have 
started up. But I’ll get that 
solved very quickly. I know 
them both. And the Field 
Marshal, and the Prime Min-
ister are great people, and I 
have no doubt we’re going to 
get that done quickly.” The 
US president further said he 
viewed peacebuilding as a 
priority. “If I can take time 
and save millions of lives, 
that’s really a great thing,” 
he remarked, adding that, 
unlike other presidents, 
he focused on ending wars 
rather than starting them. 
“I can’t think of any presi-
dent who ever solved one 
war. They start wars. They 
don’t solve them,” he add-
ed. Meanwhile, the leaders 
of Thailand and Cambodia 
signed an enhanced cease-
fire deal on Sunday in the 
presence of Trump, whose 
intervention in their fierce 
border conflict earned him 
a Nobel Peace Prize nom-
ination. The agreement 
builds on a truce signed 
three months ago after 
Trump called the then-lead-
ers of the two countries, 
urging them to end hostil-
ities, or risk their respec-
tive trade talks with Wash-
ington being put on hold.

US seeks 
to expand 
strategic...

From Page 01
He noted that India has to 
understand that the United 
States must maintain rela-
tions with multiple partners. 
“We see an opportunity to 
expand our strategic rela-
tionship with Pakistan,” 
Rubio said, adding that this 
was part of Washington’s 
broader policy to work with 
nations where common in-
terests align. He reiterated 
that America’s evolving ties 
with Pakistan would not un-
dermine its relationship with 
India, which he described as 
“deep, historic, and impor-
tant.” When asked whether 
the relations stemmed from 
Islamabad’s appreciation of 
Washington’s role in helping 
avert a potential war between 
India and Pakistan, Rubio 
said the renewed engage-
ment with Pakistan had be-
gun even before the conflict, 
as the US had expressed 
interest in rebuilding a 
“strategic partnership” with 
Islamabad. He noted that 
both sides had a long history 
of cooperation, particularly 
in counterterrorism, and 
that Washington was keen 
to expand the relationship 
beyond security matters.

Diplomats to enjoy Padel
tennis in diplomatic enclave
The inauguration ceremony was attended by Federal Minister 

for Overseas Pakistanis Chaudhry Salik Hussain, Senator 
Faisal Saleem, and US Chargé d'Affaires Natalie Baker

DNA

Islamabad: Diplomats residing in Islam-
abad’s Diplomatic Enclave can now enjoy 
padel tennis, as Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi inaugurated a newly built Padel Ten-
nis Court and Fitness Arena. The inaugu-
ration ceremony was attended by Federal 
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis Chaudhry 
Salik Hussain, Senator Faisal Saleem, and 
U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker.
Following the inauguration, Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi, along with Natalie Baker, 
Chaudhry Salik Hussain, and CDA Chair-
man Muhammad Ali Randhawa, also played 
a friendly padel tennis match.
Speaking on the occasion, the Interior Min-
ister said that the new Padel Tennis Court 
will provide diplomats with modern sports 

and recreational facilities, promoting a 
healthier and more engaging environment 
in the enclave. He emphasized that promot-
ing sports and healthy activities is among 
the government’s top priorities.
Naqvi further shared that the beautification 
and renovation work of the Diplomatic En-
clave has already commenced and will be 
completed soon. “We are committed to pro-
viding every possible facility to the diplo-
matic community and making their stay in 
Islamabad pleasant and secure,” he added.
“Islamabad will be developed as a world-
class capital city,” the minister stated, 
noting that sports and culture serve as 
strong bridges between people, while 
hospitality and courtesy are hallmarks of 
the Pakistani nation. Chairman CDA and 
Deputy Commissioner Islamabad were 
also present at the event.

Two Australian women 
cricketers ‘touched 

inappropriately’ in India
Indian police arrest suspect after 
Australian authorities reported 
incident, says Cricket Australia

News Desk

NEW DELHI: Indian police have arrested a man accused 
of stalking and inappropriately touching two Australian 
cricketers participating in the ICC Women’s World Cup, 
officials said on Saturday. The incident happened in the 
central Indian city of Indore on Thursday morning when 
the two players left their hotel to go to a cafe, police of-

ficer Rajesh Dandotiya told AFP. “We received a complaint 
from the Australian team security and immediately acted, 
registered a case and identified the accused within six 
hours,” Dandotiya said. Violence against women remains a 
chronic issue in the world’s most populous country, where 
an average of nearly 90 rapes a day were reported in 2022.
Dandotiya said the 30-year-old man who was arrested 
has a criminal record. The man followed the players and 
approached them “for a bad touch” about 800 metres 
from their hotel. The two players were not identified by 
Indian police or Cricket Australia, which confirmed the 
incident. “The matter was reported by team security to 
police, who are handling the matter,” Cricket Austral-
ia said in a statement. The Times of India newspaper 
reported that the team’s security manager received a 
distress message from one of the cricketers that said 
“... there is a guy following us trying to grab us”. Team 
officials were informed and went to their location to as-
sist the players, the paper said. A police patrol then 
escorted the players safely back to the team’s hotel.

President 
Zardari, PM 
Shehbaz...

From Page 01
remain in opposition stands 
and there is no room for 
change. In Islamabad, PPP 
leaders held separate meet-
ings chaired by President 
Zardari and by PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zard-
ari as the party moved to 
finalise its course of action, 
sources said on Saturday.  
The session at the Presi-
dent’s House — attended by 
Bilawal, Faryal Talpur, Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf and Qamar 
Zaman Kaira — approved 
moving a no-confidence 
motion against the incum-
bent AJK premier, sources 
said. The president is ex-
pected to finalise the par-
ty’s nominee for the AJK 
premiership after further 
consultations. Party sourc-
es confirmed that Bilawal 
would formally announce 
the government formation 
plan on Monday. PPP in-
siders said the party is con-
sidering Chaudhry Muham-
mad Yasin and Chaudhry 
Latif Akbar among the 
names for the AJK premier-
ship. Chaudhry Yasin told 
reporters the party had 
taken a “final decision” 
to form the government 
and that leadership would 
determine the nominee. 

PM Shehbaz 
Sharif to 

visit Saudi...
From Page 01

as senior cabinet ministers 
and officials, will accompany 
the premier. The high-pro-
file delegation will repre-
sent Pakistan at the global 
forum, which gathers world 
leaders, investors, policy-
makers, and innovators un-
der the theme: “The Key to 
Prosperity: Unlocking New 
Frontiers of Growth.” “The 
FII9 will convene global 
leaders, investors, policy-
makers, and innovators to 
explore the theme ‘The Key 
to Prosperity: Unlocking 
New Frontiers of Growth,” 
the foreign office press re-
lease stated. It added that 
thematic discussions will 
address global challenges 
and opportunities, focus-
ing on key topics such as 
innovation, sustainability, 
economic inclusion, and ge-
opolitical shifts. During his 
stay, the FO said that PM 
Shehbaz will engage with 
the Saudi leadership to ex-
plore avenues for enhanced 
cooperation in the trade, 
investment, energy, and 
human resource sectors.

Trump 
co-signs 

Thailand...
From Page 01

While the neighbours agreed 
an initial ceasefire in late 
July, they have since traded 
accusations of violations. In 
their joint declaration wit-
nessed by Trump, Anutin 
and Hun Manet reiterated 
their “firm commitment to 
refrain from the threat or 
use of force”. “We reaffirm 
the unwavering commit-
ment to peace and security 
between our two countries,” 
reads the deal, signed by 
both, who shared a strong 
handshake. Trump congrat-
ulated the premiers. “This 
is a momentous day for all 
of the people of Southeast 
Asia, as we sign a historic 
agreement to end the mili-
tary conflict between Cam-
bodia and Thailand,” he said.

Lahore again 
ranked most 
polluted city

From Page 01
visibility and causing wide-
spread health complaints, 
including throat irritation, 
breathing difficulties and 
itchy eyes. Public health ex-
perts have advised residents 
to limit outdoor activity and 
wear protective masks when 
necessary. The severe air 
quality coincides with the 
onset of winter, when cool-
er temperatures, stagnant 
winds, and emissions from 
vehicles, factories and crop 
burning trap pollutants 
close to the ground across 
Punjab. In contrast, Kara-
chi recorded a US AQI of 
165 classified as unhealthy 
for sensitive groups, with 
PM2.5 levels reaching 74.8 
µg/m³, which is 15 times 
above the WHO’s recom-
mended limit. The port city 
is ranked fifth in list most 
polluted cities in the world. 
Meanwhile, India’s captial 
New Delhi is also grappling 
with significant air pollu-
tion levels, ranking second 
among the most polluted cit-
ies with an AQI of 327, cat-
egorised as very unhealthy.

Wasim Khan removed as 
head coach of Pakistan 
women's cricket team

 
dna

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) has 
removed Wasim Khan from 
his position as head coach of 
the Pakistan women’s crick-
et team following the team’s 
dismal performance at the 
recent ICC Women’s World 
Cup, where Pakistan failed 
to win even a single match.
Sources within the PCB 
confirmed that the decision 
was taken after a compre-
hensive review of the team’s 
performance. Despite being 
granted full authority over 
team selection and prepa-
rations, Wasim Khan was 
unable to form a competi-
tive squad or deliver pos-
itive results on the field.
Pakistan’s campaign in 

the World Cup proved dis-
appointing from the start, 
with the team struggling in 
all departments — batting 
collapses, inconsistent 
bowling, and weak field-
ing costing them crucial 
games. The poor showing 
has sparked criticism from 
fans and analysts, many 
of whom questioned team 

selection and tactical deci-
sions made under Wasim’s 
leadership. A PCB official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said: “Wasim 
Khan was given a free 
hand to make decisions 
and select the best pos-
sible combination, but 
unfortunately, the results 
did not meet expecta-

tions. The Board believes 
that new leadership is 
necessary to revive wom-
en’s cricket in Pakistan.”
The PCB is now consid-
ering several candidates, 
both local and interna-
tional, to fill the vacant 
coaching position. 
The new head coach is 
expected to focus on re-
building the team’s con-
fidence and performance 
ahead of the upcoming 
bilateral series and quali-
fying tournaments.
This marks yet another 
reshuffle in Pakistan’s 
women’s cricket setup, as 
the Board looks to inject 
fresh energy and account-
ability into the side fol-
lowing one of its most dis-
appointing international 
campaigns in recent years.

Yamamoto dazzles 
as Dodgers beat 
Blue Jays 5-1 to 

level World Series
Toronto: Yoshinobu Yamamoto’s complete-game master-
class on the mound and home runs from Will Smith and Max 
Muncy propelled the Los Angeles Dodgers to a 5-1 victory 
over the Toronto Blue Jays that knotted the World Series at 
one game apiece on Saturday. Japan’s Yamamoto, who pitched 
the first postseason complete game in eight years in game 
two of the Dodgers’ National League Championship Series 
triumph over Milwaukee, again went the distance in scintil-
lating style as the Dodgers bounced back from an 11-4 game 
one thrashing. He retired the last 20 batters he faced, settling 
in after giving up one run and four hits in a nervy start to 
out-duel Toronto starting pitcher Kevin Gausman in a nail-bit-
ing contest. “To be honest, I was not thinking I can complete 
the game because my pitch count racked up kind of quickly,” 
Yamamoto said. “But I’m very happy I completed the game.
“I just adjusted as the game moved on after the whole first 
inning because it was two runners on bases.”
Aiming for a quick bounce-back after their lopsided game-
one loss, the defending champion Dodgers put up one run 
in the first inning. Gausman retired Shohei Ohtani and 
Mookie Betts in short order to open the game, but Freddie 
Freeman belted a two-out, two-strike double and scored on 
Smith’s single. The Blue Jays then put runners on first and 
third with no outs in the bottom of the first.
Yamamoto escaped the danger but needed 23 pitches to do 
so and Toronto pulled level in the bottom of the third when 
Yamamoto hit George Springer with a pitch to open the frame. 
Springer advanced on a hard-hit single from Vladimir Guer-
rero Jr. and scored on a sacrifice fly to deep centerfield by 
Alejandro Kirk. From there, Yamamoto was simply impen-
etrable. He struck out the side in the bottom of the eighth 
then returned to retire Guerrero, Kirk and Daulton Varsho in 
the ninth. Yamamoto pitched the first World Series complete 
game in 10 years and became the first pitcher since Madison 
Bumgarner in 2014 with two complete games in a single post-
season. He’s the first Dodgers pitcher since Orel Hershiser in 
1988 to win back-to-back complete playoff games.
Gausman had retired 17 Dodgers hitters in a row when Los 
Angeles catcher Smith crushed a go-ahead home run with 
one out in the bottom of the seventh, sending a 94-mph fast-
ball 404 feet to left field. After Teoscar Hernandez struck out 
swinging, Muncy pushed the Dodgers’ lead to 3-1, depositing 
another fastball over the left field wall. The Dodgers tacked 
on two more runs in the eighth. Andy Pages and Shohei 
Ohtani hit back-to-back one-out singles and, after Mookie 
Betts walked, Pages scored on a wild pitch before Smith hit 
into a fielder’s choice that plated Ohtani. – Agencies

Samar Bilour 
stresses unity

ISLAMABAD: PML-N prominent leader Samar Haroon 
Bilour called on PTI to adopt a unified national stance and 
a long-term strategy to combat terrorism, highlighting the 
need for full equipment and federal support for FC and po-
lice in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. While speaking to state-news-
run channel, PML-N leader Samar Haroon emphasized the 
urgent need to strengthen Frontier Corps (FC) and oth-
er security forces in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the latest 
equipment. She highlighted that India is actively backing 
terrorism in the region and providing militants with arms, 
escalating the threat to the province’s stability.
Bilour stressed that in the face of such challenges, Pakistan 
must adopt a collective and unified approach to counter the 
enemies targeting its security personnel. She underlined 
that coordination between federal and provincial authorities 
is crucial to ensure effective operations against militants. 
The leader also paid tribute to the bravery and sacrifices 
of the security forces in KP, calling on all political and civil 
stakeholders to support them fully.   She reaffirmed the fed-
eral government’s commitment to providing resources and 
backing to help maintain law and order in the region. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Players of Pakistan hockey team attend the practice session at the Naseer Bundha 
Hockey Stadium prior to their departure of Bangladesh. – DNA
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Rawalpindi: The Opticians Association of Pakistan 
(OAP) successfully organized the third National Eyewear 
Exhibition and Educational Conference, “OptiPak 2025,” at 
the Pearl Continental Hotel, Rawalpindi. The event brought 
together leading figures from across Pakistan’s optical indus-
try, including traders, manufacturers, technicians, and profes-
sionals. The exhibition aimed to promote the growth of the 
eyewear sector in Pakistan, encourage the use of modern 
technology, and explore opportunities for international busi-
ness expansion. Zafar Iqbal Bakhtawari, Secretary General of 
the United Business Group (UBG) and former President of 
the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and industry empha-
sized in his address that Pakistan earns nearly $31 billion an-
nually through its workforce abroad. However, he urged that 
it is now time to shift focus from labor-based income to trade 
and entrepreneurship. He called on the Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and the Ministry of Commerce 
to support Pakistani opticians in establishing global market 
linkages and setting up international business branches to 
enhance Pakistan’s global image and increase foreign remit-
tances. Bakhtawari further highlighted the immense poten-
tial for Pakistani opticians in African and Far East countries, 
where skilled professionals can find lucrative opportunities 
while contributing to the country’s foreign exchange earn-
ings. Advisor to the Prime Minister on Tourism, Sardar Yasir 
Ilyas Khan, lauded the role of Pakistan’s business community 
and said that strengthening the services sector would not only 
boost the national economy but also improve the country’s 
international standing. He reaffirmed the government’s full 
support for such initiatives, emphasizing that regular expos 
like OptiPak are vital for enhancing exports and advancing 
industry standards. OAP Chairman Khalid Sohail Gulzari, in 
his remarks, shed light on the concept of the “Three O’s” and 
stated that the purpose of the association’s establishment is 

to align Pakistan’s optical professionals with modern global 
standards. He praised Zafar Bakhtawari for his leadership and 
contribution in obtaining the association’s license, noting that 
under his guidance, OAP has achieved remarkable progress 
within just three years — a momentum that will continue in 
the future. Prominent figures including Ahsan Bakhtawari 
(former President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce), Waqar  
Bakhtawari, Haris Bakhtawari, and Salman Bakhtawari also at-

tended the event. They were warmly welcomed by Chairman 
Khalid Sohail Gulzari, Abdul Rehman Siddiqui (former Senior 
Vice President, ICCI), and Rizwan Siddiqui. The ceremo-
ny concluded with the distinguished guests visiting vari-
ous stalls at the exhibition, showcasing advanced eyewear 
technologies, modern frames, lenses, and optical solutions. 
Attendees highly appreciated the innovation, quality, and 
professionalism demonstrated by Pakistani companies.

Opticians Association hosts successful 
national eyewear exhibition

Briefs
Gaza 

risks ‘lost 
generation’ 

due to ruined 
schools

JERUSALEM: With Gaza’s 
education system shattered 
by two years of grueling 
war, UNICEF’s regional 
director says he fears for 
a “lost generation” of chil-
dren wandering ruined 
streets with nothing to do.
“This is the third year that 
there has been no school,” 
Edouard Beigbeder, the UN 
agency’s regional director 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa, said in Jerusa-
lem. “If we don’t start a real 
transition for all children 
in February, we will enter 
a fourth year. And then we 
can talk about a lost gener-
ation.” The destruction “is 
almost omnipresent wher-
ever you go,” Beigbeder 
said. “It is impossible to 
imagine 80 percent of a 
territory that is completely 
flattened out or destroyed,” 
he added. The ceasefire has 
allowed UNICEF and other 
education partners to get 
about one-sixth of children 
who should be in school 
into temporary “learning 
centers,” said Beigbeder.
“They have three days of learn-
ing in reading, mathematics, 
and writing, but this is far from 
a formal education as we know 
it,” he added Beigbeder said 
that such learning centers 
consisted of metal structures 
covered with plastic sheeting 
or of tents. —APP

Appeal date 
set for French 
sportswriter 

jailed in Algeria
ALGIERS: The appeal trial 
of a French sports journal-
ist jailed in Algeria on ac-
cusations of “glorifying ter-
rorism” has been scheduled 
for December 3, his lawyer 
said Friday. A contributor to 
the magazines So Foot and 
Society, Christophe Gleiz-
es, 36, was sentenced in 
late June to seven years in 
prison. “The case of French 
journalist Christophe Gleiz-
es is scheduled for Decem-
ber 3, 2025, at the criminal 
appeal court in Tizi Ouzou,” 
110 kilometers (70 miles) 
east of Algiers, his lawyer, 
Amirouche Bakouri, said on 
Facebook. Gleizes had trav-
eled to Tizi Ouzou to write 
about the local football club 
Jeunesse Sportive de Kab-
ylie, named after Algeria’s 
Kabylia region, home to the 
Amazigh Kabyle people. He 
is accused by the judiciary 
of having been in contact 
with a local football figure 
prominent in the Movement 
for the Self-Determination 
of Kabylie (MAK), designat-
ed a terrorist organization 
by the authorities in 2021. 
The press freedom NGO 
Reporters Without Borders 
called on the appeal court 
to free Gleizes. “Christophe 
is guilty only of practicing 
his profession as a sports 
journalist and loving Alge-
rian football,” declared RSF 
Director-General Thierry 
Bruttin, according to an 
NGO statement. 

Nepal interim 
PM adds 

popular youth 
figures to 
cabinet

KATMANDU: Nepal’s 
Prime Minister Sushila 
Karki expanded on Sun-
day her interim cabinet 
which was formed in the 
wake of youth-led uprising 
last month, inducting two 
ministers seen as popular 
among young people. The 
unrest on September 8-9 
was triggered by a brief 
ban on social media but 
fueled by long-standing 
frustration over economic 
hardship and corruption. 
Violence during the pro-
tests, which led to the 
collapse of the previous 
government, killed at least 
73 people and left parlia-
ment, courts and govern-
ment buildings in flames. 
On Sunday, officials said 
President Ram Chandra 
Paudel administered the 
oath of office to the new 
members of Karki’s gov-
ernment: Youth and Sports 
Minister Bablu Gupta, and 
Sudha Sharma, who was 
made minister of health 
and population. Gupta, 
28, is known for his work 
with a volunteer organi-
zation called 100’s Group 
which supports under-
privileged communities 
through food drives and 
education programs._APP

Balakot 
Hydropower 

Project 
enters main 

construction 
phase

BALAKOT: The Balakot Hy-
dropower Project in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Province has 
reached a key milestone 
as its dam successfully 
achieved river diversion 
and closure. The project, 
jointly undertaken by Pakh-
tunkhwa Energy Develop-
ment Organization (PEDO) 
and China Gezhouba Group 
Company Limited (CGGC), 
marked a major step toward 
the main phase of dam con-
struction.
Located on the Kunhar 
River, the 300 MW Balakot 
Hydropower Station is the 
largest hydropower project 
currently under develop-
ment by the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government’s 
department PEDO and it is 
expected to be completed 
by 2030 at a cost of over 
US$ 750 million.
Once completed, it is ex-
pected to generate 1.144 
billion kWh of electricity 
annually, enough to power 
around 1.8 million people. 
The dam stands 49 me-
ters high and features an 
underground powerhouse 
equipped with three 100 
MW Francis turbine gener-
ator units and a 9.1-kilome-
ter headrace tunnel.—APP

Memon for 
enhancing 

collaboration 
between PMYP 
professionals 

ISLAMABAD :Shaheryar 
Memon, Focal Person for 
Overseas Affairs and Busi-
ness and Trade Linkages 
at the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme (PMYP) 
has stressed to enhance 
collaboration between the 
PMYP and the Consulate 
for the empowerment of 
overseas Pakistani youth, 
entrepreneurs, and profes-
sionals in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Shaheryar 
Memon, Focal Person for 
Overseas Affairs and Busi-
ness and Trade Linkages at 
the Prime Minister’s Youth 
Programme (PMYP) has 
met with the Consul Gener-
al of Pakistan to UAE, H.E., 
Hussain Muhammad in 
Dubai to discuss enhanced 
collaboration between the 
PMYP and the Consulate 
for the empowerment of 
overseas Pakistani youth, 
entrepreneurs, and profes-
sionals in the UAE, said a 
release issued here. Dur-
ing the meeting, both sides 
deliberated on establishing 
structured linkages to sup-
port Pakistani youth in Paki-
stan and abroad — including 
initiatives focused on busi-
ness facilitation, startup 
initiatives, professional net-
working, and diaspora invest-
ment channels. Mr. Memon 
briefed the Consul General 
on PMYP’s vision to create 
global youth partnerships, 
linking skilled Pakistanis 
overseas with development 
and innovation opportunities 
in Pakistan.—APP

Jordan will 
not assume 
military role 
in post-war 

Gaza
DUBAI: Jordan will not take 
part in any military deploy-
ment in the Gaza Strip or 
the occupied West Bank fol-
lowing the current conflict, 
Jordanian Minister of Gov-
ernment Communication 
Mohammad Momani said, 
according to remarks pub-
lished by the Jordan Times. 
Speaking on Jordan TV’s 
“60 Minutes,” Momani said 
the Kingdom’s focus will 
remain on humanitarian 
assistance aimed at easing 
what he described as large-
scale suffering among 
Palestinians in Gaza. He 
emphasized Jordan’s sup-
port for efforts that help 
Palestinians secure their 
“legitimate right” to an 
independent state. “We 
will not have any military 
roles in Gaza and the West 
Bank,” Momani said, reit-
erating that Amman’s in-
volvement will be limited 
to relief and diplomatic 
support. His comments 
follow the announcement 
of a US-brokered Gaza 
peace agreement, which 
includes provisions for an 
international force to over-
see security and enforce 
the ceasefire in the terri-
tory.  In recent days US 
President Donald Trump 
has said multiple regional 
countries have expressed 
interest in being part of an 
international transitional 
force in the territory. —APP

Jeddah Property Expo opens new 
investment avenues for  Pakistanis
Sardar Tahir Mahmood congratulated organizer Imran Khattak for hosting a successful event and said 

that Pakistan’s real estate sector offers safe and profitable investment opportunities

DNA

Jeddah:A two-day Pakistan In-
ternational Property Expo was 
held in Jeddah to promote invest-
ment in Pakistan and strengthen 
the country’s economy through 
overseas participation More than 
50 housing and commercial projects 
from Lahore, Karachi, Islamabad, 
and other major cities were show-
cased. A large number of overseas 
Pakistanis, businessmen, and com-
munity leaders attended the event.
The expo was inaugurated by Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) President 
Sardar Tahir Mahmood, along with 
Pakistan Business Forum Saudi 
Arabia President Aqeel Arain and 
Dr Sameera Aziz well know Saudi 
businesswomen other dignitaries.
Speaking on the occasion, Sardar 
Tahir Mahmood congratulated or-
ganizer Imran Khattak for hosting a 
successful event and said that Paki-
stan’s real estate sector offers safe 
and profitable investment opportu-
nities. “Pakistan is moving fast to-
ward a digital era, which will make 
business and investment even eas-
ier,” he added.He said overseas 
Pakistanis can now easily invest in 
housing projects in cities like La-
hore, Karachi, and Islamabad and 
fulfill their dream of owning a home 
in their homeland. Meanwhile, in-
ternational photographer Jehang-
ir Khan, who lives in Jeddah, told 

APP in an online conversation 
from Jeddah that the expo has 
brought “a new hope” for overseas 
Pakistanis. He said such events not 

only boost economic confidence 
but also strengthen emotional and 
financial ties between overseas Pa-
kistanis and their country.

Pakistan Business Forum Saudi 
Arabia President Aqeel Arain told 
about the event strong participa-
tion of the Pakistani community 

shows their deep commitment to 
supporting Pakistan’s progress 
through responsible and secure 
investment.
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NPO organized Int’l workshops 
to strengthen innovation

ISLAMABAD: The National Productivity Organization (NPO) Pakistan, in collaboration with the Asian Productivity Or-
ganization (APO), Japan, successfully organized a series of two-day international workshops for strengthening innovations 
and productivity. The workshops were organized across Islamabad, Lahore, and Karachi on “Building Innovation Capabili-
ty in Organizations with ISO 56000 Innovation Management System.” These workshops were conducted under the APO’s 
In-Country Technical Expert Service (TES) Program, aligned with the APO Vision 2025, which emphasizes strengthen-
ing innovation, productivity and competitiveness across its member economies. This initiative reflects NPO Pakistan’s 
unwavering commitment to promoting innovation-driven productivity enhancement and institutional excellence across 
both public and private sector organizations in Pakistan. The workshops were organized in partnership with the Pakistan 
Engineering Council (PEC) in Islamabad and the Pakistan Institute of Quality Control (PIQC) in Lahore and Karachi.
The sessions were facilitated by two international experts from Germany, Dr. Eva Diedrichs and Mr. Claus Diedrichs, 
who shared their extensive experience in institutionalizing innovation management systems, fostering innovation culture, 
and aligning organizational strategies with the ISO 56000 Innovation Management Standards. The workshops witnessed 
active participation from a wide range of public and private sector organizations, including representatives from relevant 
federal ministries and their attached departments and organizations Notably, officials from the Ministry of Industries 
and Production, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Planning, Development and Special initiatives, and 
other key national institutions including PSQCA, PHA and SMDEA participated in the sessions. Throughout the two-day 
engagements, participants were introduced to the core principles and applications of the ISO 56000 Innovation Manage-
ment System, emphasizing tools, best practices, cultural enablers, and strategic approaches necessary for embedding 
innovation management within organizational structures. NPO Pakistan welcomed the participants and highlighted the 
organization’s continued collaboration with APO Japan to strengthen Pakistan’s capacity for innovation management 
and productivity-led competitiveness in alignment with national development priorities. Upon successful completion of 
the workshops, participants were awarded certificates of participation in recognition of their commitment to advancing 
innovation and productivity within their respective organizations. These nationwide workshops represent a significant 
step toward institutionalizing innovation management practices in Pakistan and advancing the nation’s transition toward 
knowledge-based productivity, digital transformation, and sustainable economic growth.—DNA

Hundreds protest in Tunisia’s capital 
over worsening pollution crisis

TUNIS: Hundreds of Tunisians marched through the capital Tunis on Saturday to protest a severe environmental crisis caused 
by pollution from a state chemical plant in Gabes, as protests that began there widen outside the southern city. The protest 
is the latest in a series of demonstrations that have underscored growing public frustration over the government’s handling of 
pollution and worsening state of public services, marking the biggest challenge to President Kais Saied since he seized all power 
in 2021. Residents of Gabes have reported rising rates of respiratory illnesses, osteoporosis and cancer, which they blame on 
toxic gases from the state chemical group’s phosphate plants, which dump thousands of tons of waste into the sea daily. The 
latest wave of protests in Gabes was triggered this month after dozens of schoolchildren suffered breathing difficulties caused 
by toxic fumes from a plant that converts phosphates into phosphoric acid and fertilizers. Protesters in Tunis carried banners 
and chanted slogans in solidarity with residents of Gabes, calling the response of authorities “repression.” The government said 
it arrested people for violence. “It’s that simple, the people of Gabes want to breathe,” Hani Faraj, a protester from the “Stop 
Pollution” campaign, told Reuters. “Gabes is dying slowly ... We will not remain silent. We will escalate our peaceful protests.” 
Saied’s administration fears protests in the capital could spark unrest elsewhere in Tunisia, deepening pressure as it struggles 
with a prolonged economic downturn and political instability. Saied has described the situation in Gabes as an “environmental 
assassination,” blaming criminal policy choices by a previous government. In an effort to quell the protests, he has called for 
repairs to the industrial units to stop leaks as an immediate step. Health Minister Mustapha Ferjani said this week the govern-
ment would build a cancer hospital in Gabes to deal with rising cases. However, protesters have rejected the fixes as temporary, 
and are demanding the polluting facilities be permanently shut and relocated. Environmental groups warn that tons of industrial 
waste are discharged daily into the sea at Chatt Essalam, severely damaging marine life. Local fishermen have reported a sharp 
decline in fish stocks over the past decade, threatening a vital source of income for many in the region.—APP

‘Pakistan can 
turn strategic 

connectivity into 
eco strength’

LAHORE:SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
former President Iftikhar Ali Malik on Sunday congrat-
ulated Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif for successful-
ly hosting the two-day Regional Transport Ministers 
Conference in Islamabad, which focused on transport 
cooperation frameworks and investment partnerships 
among participating countries. In a statement issued 
here, Iftikhar Ali Malik said Pakistan must transform its 
strategic geographic connectivity into tangible econom-
ic opportunities by linking the region with the global 
economy through an integrated network of road, rail, 
air, maritime, energy, and digital corridors. He added 
that Pakistan’s vision should aim to convert this natural 
advantage into a driver of sustainable growth, regional 
cooperation, and shared prosperity.
He said Pakistan should continue to strengthen its road 
and rail links with Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asian 
Republics to promote regional integration and unlock 
new markets. The transformation of geographic connec-
tivity into economic strength, he added, would not only 
benefit Pakistan but also advance collective regional 
progress, positioning the country as a central gateway 
for trade, transit, and investment in the 21st century.
Highlighting Pakistan’s unique geo-economic position, 
Iftikhar Ali Malik said the country, situated at the cross-
roads of South Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East, and 
China, has immense potential to serve as a trade and 
energy hub for regional and global markets. He add-
ed that Pakistan’s expanding transport infrastructure 
has improved the movement of goods, reduced travel 
time, and lowered trade costs, thereby strengthening 
its role as a regional transit route. Terming the Islam-
abad conference a major success, he said it brought 
together transport ministers from Saudi Arabia, Tür-
kiye, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Iran, Be-
larus, Turkmenistan, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives, 
along with representatives of the Asian Development 
Bank, Economic Cooperation Organization, Interna-
tional Road Transport Union, and UN agencies. He 
said it was a positive sign that Pakistan is ready to 
play a leading role in developing integrated transport 
systems to promote trade and regional cooperation, 
adding that the region shares a common goal of build-
ing efficient transport networks to support economic 
growth and sustainable development.—DNA
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The UN Cybercrime Convention is a powerful, legally binding 
instrument to strengthen our collective defences against 
cybercrime,” said the UN chief  at the signing ceremony

UNITED NATIONS: Sixty-five nations have signed a land-
mark United Nations treaty in Hanoi, Vietnam, aimed at 
tackling cybercrime — a move Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres hailed as a historic step toward a safer digital 
world, according to the UN. Adopted by the General As-
sembly in December 2024 after five years of negotiation, 
the Convention against Cybercrime establishes the first 
universal framework for investigating and prosecuting of-
fences committed online — from ransomware and financial 
fraud to the non-consensual sharing of intimate images.
“The UN Cybercrime Convention is a powerful, legally 
binding instrument to strengthen our collective defences 
against cybercrime,” said the UN chief  at the signing cere-
mony . “It is a testament to the continued power of multi-
lateralism to deliver solutions, and a vow that no country, 
regardless of development level, will be left defenceless 
against cybercrime.” The signing ceremony was hosted 
by Vietnam in collaboration with the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), bringing together senior officials, 
diplomats, and experts from across regions.
The new treaty criminalizes a range of cyber-depend-
ent and cyber-enabled offences, facilitates the shar-
ing of electronic evidence across borders, and es-
tablishes a 24/7 cooperation network among States.

It also marks the first international treaty to recognize the 
non-consensual dissemination of intimate images as an of-
fence — a significant victory for victims of online abuse.
The treaty will enter into force 90 days after the 40th State 
deposits its ratification. Guterres warned that while tech-
nology has brought “extraordinary progress,” it has also 
created new vulnerabilities.
“Every day, sophisticated scams defraud families, steal 
livelihoods, and drain billions from our economies,” he 
said. “In cyberspace, nobody is safe until everybody is 
safe. One vulnerability anywhere can expose people 
and institutions everywhere.” The Secretary-General 
emphasized that the Convention represents “a victory 
for victims of online abuse” and “a clear pathway for in-
vestigators and prosecutors” to overcome barriers when 
crimes and evidence cross multiple borders.
By providing a global standard for electronic evidence, the 
treaty aims to enhance cooperation between law enforcement 
agencies while safeguarding privacy, dignity, and fundamental 
human rights. The signing ceremony was part of Guterres’ of-
ficial visit to Viet Nam, where he met President Luong Cu?ng, 
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, and other senior officials. 
At a joint press conference, Guterres highlighted Viet Nam’s 
vital role in the global digital supply chain. – Agencies

65 countries sign UN treaty

Briefs
Ambassador 

attends 
Kazakh-Pak 

military drills
DNA

RAWALPINDI: Closing 
ceremony of Pakistan-Ka-
zakhstan Joint Exercise 
Dostarym-V in Counter 
Terrorism domain was con-
ducted between the Armies 
of Pakistan and Kazakh-
stan at Cherat, Pakistan. 
Two weeks long Exercise 
commenced on 14 October 
2025. Combat Teams from 
Special Services Group, 
Pakistan Army and Kazakh-
stan Special Forces partici-
pated in the Exercise.
Commandant Special Op-
erations School Cherat 
attended the Closing Cer-
emony as Chief Guest. 
Ambassador and Defence 
Attaché Kazakhstan also 
witnessed the Closing 
Ceremony. The troops dis-
played highest standards 
of professional excellence 
during the conduct. 
The Exercise was aimed 
at refining the drills, pro-
cedures and techniques 
involved in Counter Ter-
rorism operations through 
joint training, besides har-
nessing the historic military 
to military relations among 
the friendly countries.

Sindh records 
439 dengue 

cases
Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Sindh 
Health Department has 
released its latest report 
on confirmed dengue cas-
es across the province, re-
vealing that 439 new cases 
have been reported so far 
in October, bringing the 
total number of confirmed 
cases in 2025 to 1,083.
Dengue, a mosquito-borne 
viral infection transmitted by 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, 
remains a recurring health 
concern in Sindh — particu-
larly during the monsoon sea-
son when stagnant water and 
poor sanitation accelerate 
its spread. The illness caus-
es high fever and, in severe 
cases, can lead to life-threat-
ening complications.
While the provincial health 
department puts the total 
number of dengue cases in 
Sindh this year at 1,083, 
figures from Oct 1 to 16 
obtained from three ma-
jor Karachi hospitals and 
a public sector laboratory 
with branches in Hyderabad 
suggested an outbreak-like 
situation, with the actual 
number exceeding 12,000 
in just six weeks.
A statement issued by the 
Health Department, quoting 
Sindh Minister for Health 
and Population Welfare Dr 
Azra Fazal Pechuho, said, 
“Karachi Division remains 
the most affected, with 188 
cases reported this month, 
followed by Hyderabad Divi-
sion with 154, Mirpurkhas 
with 83, Sukkur with 10, 
Shaheed Benazirabad with 
three, and Larkana Divi-
sion with one case.”

Martyred SP 
Zubair had no 

bulletproof 
vehicle 

PESHAWAR: Reports col-
lected regarding the Hangu 
attack that claimed the life 
of SP Asad Zubair revealed 
that the officer did not have 
a bulletproof vehicle during 
his visit to the sensitive area. 
Report revealed that after 
the initial explosion at the 
check post, SP Asad Zubair 
arrived at the scene to as-
sess the situation when his 
vehicle was hit by an IED. 
The powerful blast killed 
him on the spot. Reports 
indicate that the area of the 
attack has been targeted by 
terrorists multiple times in 
the past. A few years ago, 
an SHO was martyred in the 
same region and a previous 
attempt on the life of the 
Hangu DPO was also foiled.
Officials further disclosed 
that despite Hangu’s sensitive 
security situation, the dis-
trict has only one bulletproof 
vehicle, which is currently 
assigned to the DPO. There 
is a growing need to provide 
bulletproof vehicles to police 
officers up to the DSP rank 
across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
It is worth noting that on Oc-
tober 24, two blasts in Hangu 
resulted in the martyrdom 
of SP Asad Zubair and his 
two security guards. – APP

East Timor 
becomes 
ASEAN 
member

dna
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia: 
Asia’s youngest nation East 
Timor on Sunday became the 
11th member of the South-
east Asian bloc ASEAN, ful-
filling a vision set out by its 
current president nearly a 
half-century ago while under 
Portuguese rule. Also known 
as Timor-Leste, the country 
of 1.4 million people is among 
Asia’s poorest and hopes to 
see gains from integrating its 
fledgling economy, which at 
about $2 billion represents 
only a tiny fraction of ASE-
AN’s collective $3.8 trillion 
gross domestic product.
East Timor’s accession to 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations follows a 14-
year wait and though its mem-
bership is not expected to be 
transformative, it represents 
a symbolic victory for its Pres-
ident Jose Ramos-Horta and 
Prime Minister Xanana Gus-
mao, the heroes of its strug-
gle for independence.
Its joining was formalized by 
ASEAN leaders at the open-
ing of their annual summit 
in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday, 
where applause rang out as 
East Timor’s flag was placed 
on the stage. An emotional 
Gusmao said it was a historic 
moment for his country, with 
a new beginning that would 
bring “immense opportuni-
ties” for trade and invest-
ment. “For the people of 
Timor-Leste, this is not 
only a dream realized, 
but a powerful affirma-
tion of our journey,” Gus-
mao said in a speech.

IHC to hear 
Imran plea 
regarding 

X ban
DNA

ISLAMABAD: According to 
the cause list issued by the 
IHC registrar’s office, the 
petition will be taken up on 
November 4 by Justice Arbab 
Mohammad Tahir. The court 
has already issued notices to 
the PTI founder, the National 
Cyber Crime Agency, the su-
perintendent of prisons and 
other relevant officials seek-
ing written responses.
The petition filed by a cit-
izen, Ghulam Murtaza, 
through Barrister Zafarul-
lah contended that the PTI 
founder was allegedly broad-
casting illegal and provoc-
ative messages from his X 
account while in prison. The 
petitioner maintained that 
such an online activity could 
incite public unrest and un-
dermine law and order. 

Government resumes new gas 
connections after four-year ban
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif formally launches process 

to provide (RLNG) connections to domestic consumers
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday 
formally launched the process to provide Regasified Liq-
uefied Natural Gas (RLNG) connections to domestic con-
sumers across the country, marking the resumption of new 
household gas supplies after a four-year suspension.
Speaking at the launch ceremony in Islamabad, the prime 
minister said the initiative fulfilled a long-standing public 
demand and reaffirmed the government’s commitment to 
easing citizens’ daily challenges. The government had im-
posed a ban on new gas connections in 2021 due to rapidly 
depleting natural gas reserves, forcing many households 
to shift to more expensive alternatives such as Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas (LPG) for cooking and heating.
Addressing the ceremony, the prime minister said that 
restoration of gas connections for the domestic consumers 
had been a long-standing demand of the people.
“During the PDM government tenure in 2022, we faced im-
mense pressure over the public demand for the provision 
of gas connections,” he added. The prime minister went on 
to say that at that time, gas supply was a big challenge, but 
afterwards, funds were released and the infrastructure was 
laid down, and now the RLNG supply would be supplied 
throughout the country to a large number of applicants.
He also congratulated the coalition government parties, in-
cluding PPP, MQM, BAP and others, over the restoration 
of gas connections to the domestic consumers.
On the occasion, the prime minister also prayed for the 
progress and prosperity of Pakistan and stressed upon 
hard work and dedication. The ceremony was attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, ministers, secretaries, 
officials of SNGPL and parliamentarians. Earlier, in a video 
message, Minister for Energy Ali Pervaiz Malik apprised 
that the SNGPL had brought down its line losses to 4.93% 
while earning a profit of Rs29 billion in the previous year.

Mother of slain 
journalists Arshad 
Sharif passes away

 

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Riffat 
Alvi, the mother of slain 
journalist Arshad Sharif, 
passed away on Sunday, 
according to her family.
Arshad, a prominent jour-
nalist who was awarded 
the Pride of Performance 
in 2023 by then-President 
Arif Alvi, was shot dead 
in Kenya on October 24, 
2022. Politicians and 
media bodies demanded 
a probe into his death, 
but the lack of progress 
in the investigation has 
been decried by the Su-
preme Court and media. “Arshad Sharif’s mother, who was 
demanding justice for her son, has passed away,” the de-
ceased journalist’s wife, Javeria Siddique, posted on X today.
Siddique, herself a journalist, in 2023 published a piece for 
Dawn.com on her husband’s death in which she called for 
an “independent, impartial, and immediate investigation” to 
ensure justice for Sharif. “Everyone is watching, and yet, 
justice only seems to become more and more elusive,” she 
said in the article. The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has 
fixed for hearing a petition seeking the closure of former 
prime minister Imran Khan’s X (formerly Twitter) account. 
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Netanyahu faces vote with 
coalition weakened by truce

DNA

TEL AVIV: With no majority in parliament and surrounded 
by allies outraged by his acceptance of a US-brokered Gaza 
ceasefire, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seems to 
have set his sights on Israel’s next elections. A political 
phoenix, Netanyahu is the country’s longest-serving prime 
minister, has been its dominant political figure for decades 
and heads one of the most right-wing coalitions in Israel’s 
history. But he does not hold an absolute parliamentary 
majority after an ultra-Orthodox party quit in July, protest-
ing against the government’s failure to pass a law to ex-
empt its community from military service.
The summer parliamentary recess came at just the right 
time to shield the government, which now holds just 60 
of 120 seats, from motions of no confidence. But the re-
sumption of the Knesset’s work on October 20 heralded 
the return of transactional politics and potential threats 
for the government. Under pressure from US President 
Donald Trump, Netanyahu agreed to a ceasefire with Ha-
mas that came into effect on October 10 after more than 
two years of Israeli assault on Gaza. His far-right allies 
vehemently denounced the agreement, arguing that the 
military should retain control of the entire Gaza Strip and 
crush the Palestinian movement for good. And while they 
are not abandoning the ship of government, they are rais-
ing the price to keep them on board.
June 2026 election? “The coalition has been weakened by 
the ceasefire agreement,” said independent analyst Mi-
chael Horowitz. “For Netanyahu, the issue is no longer so 

much about preserving his coalition until the end as it is 
about positioning himself to win the next elections — even 
if they are brought forward,” he told AFP. In a televised 
interview on October 18, Netanyahu said that he would 
run for office in the next elections and that he expected 
to win. Those polls are required to take place by late Octo-
ber 2026, but Netanyahu, who has just turned 76, may call 
early elections or be forced into a fresh vote if another of 
his allied parties abandons the ruling coalition. Far-right 
National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir has already 
threatened to stop voting with the coalition if his bill 
calling for “the death penalty for terrorists” is not put 
to a parliamentary vote by November 9. Netanyahu 
must grapple with ideological differences from his far-
right partners, who favour resuming the war on Gaza 
with a view to taking over the territory, from which 
Israel unilaterally withdrew in 2005.
He must also contend with pressure from his allies in the 
ultra-Orthodox Sephardic Shas party, which has 11 lawmak-
ers and has distanced itself from the government.
Without formally leaving the coalition, Shas ministers re-
signed from the cabinet in July over the issue of military 
service exemptions for ultra-Orthodox Jews. The coali-
tion’s other ultra-Orthodox party, United Torah Judaism, 
quit both the government and the coalition.
Several Israeli journalists, including the high-profile 
Amit Segal, who is known to be close to Netanyahu, 
have suggested the premier would opt for June 2026 
for early elections. For now, Netanyahu must overcome 
several obstacles to remain in power, most notably the 
issue of conscription for ultra-Orthodox Jews. 

Pakistan-Iran border 
trade needs reforms

 
DNA 

LAHORE: The Businessmen Panel (BMP) of the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) 
has cautioned that Pakistan and Iran’s latest commitment 
to enhance border infrastructure and expand bilateral trade 
will remain largely symbolic unless both governments act 
decisively to remove deep-rooted trade barriers, com-
plete the long-delayed Iran–Pakistan gas pipeline, and 
introduce genuine structural reforms to enable real eco-
nomic integration between the two neighboring states.
In a statement issued on Sunday, BMP Chairman and 
former FPCCI president Mian Anjum Nisar said the 
business community has heard similar assurances many 
times over the years, but the outcomes have remained 
negligible. He said that despite repeated announce-
ments and numerous memorandums of understanding, 
the trade potential between Pakistan and Iran contin-

ues to be restricted by bureaucratic delays, banking 
limitations, policy confusion, and lack of political will.
The statement came in the wake of Pakistan’s Com-
merce Minister Jam Kamal Khan’s visit to Tehran for 
the 22nd session of the Pakistan–Iran Joint Economic 
Commission (JEC), where both sides reaffirmed their 
resolve to strengthen border markets, improve cus-
toms coordination, and promote trade and transport 
linkages. While appreciating the renewed diplomatic 
engagement, Anjum Nisar noted that mere pledges 
will not bring meaningful results unless they are ac-
companied by immediate, on-ground action.
He observed that bilateral trade between the two countries 
currently stands at around $3 billion—a figure far below 
its real potential, given their geographical proximity and 
shared energy and agricultural interests. “Pakistan and Iran 
have been making the same promises for more than two 
decades,” Nisar said. “Every meeting, every joint statement 
speaks of cooperation, yet the numbers remain stagnant. 


