
CDF notification cannot
be issued simply by 
pressing a button

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi has rebuffed widespread speculation 
regarding the delay in issuance of the no-
tification of the Chief of Defence Forces 
(CDF) — a top military post created under 
the recently passed 27th Constitution-
al Amendment — saying that creation of 
a new system cannot be done simply by 
“pressing a button”. “[...] let these people 
speculate for a few [more] days. Changes 
have been made to the Constitution, and a 
new institution is being established. They 
[rumour mongers] believe such things can 
be done simply by pressing a button. When 
a new system is established, it takes time,” 
the security czar said while addressing 
a press conference in Islamabad on Mon-
day. “Those who are minting money out of 
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RAWALPINDI: H.E Dr. Badr Ahmed Mohamed Abdelatty, Foreign Minister of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, called on Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, Chief of 

Army Staff (COAS), at Rawalpindi. – DNA

COAS Munir was elevated to the rank of field 
marshal — Pakistan’s second and the first in 

more than six decades — following the country’s 
resounding victory over India in the May war

Interior Minister says

Briefs
Pak-Egypt

military ties
on the move

DNA

Rawalpindi: Pakistan and Egypt have 
reaffirmed their identical positions on 
the situation in Gaza, stressing the 
urgent need for an immediate and un-
conditional ceasefire while expressing 
deep concern over continued violations 
of the humanitarian truce. 
Both sides also underscored that any 
proposal aimed at disarming Hamas is 
unacceptable to Pakistan, reiterating 
that durable peace can only be achieved 
through justice, dialogue, and respect for 
the rights of the Palestinian people.
The shared views emerged during a meet-
ing between H.E. Dr. Badr Ahmed Mo-
hamed Abdelatty, Foreign Minister of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, and Field Marshal 
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, Chief of 

Army Staff (COAS), at General Headquar-
ters Rawalpindi. The two dignitaries held 
wide-ranging discussions on bilateral rela-
tions, with a particular focus on defence 
and security cooperation, military training, 
and regional peace. Both sides reaffirmed 
their commitment to strengthening coor-
dination in security and strategic matters, 
highlighting the historic, fraternal bond be-
tween Pakistan and Egypt.
The Egyptian Foreign Minister conveyed 
warm greetings from his country’s leader-
ship and expressed Cairo’s keen interest 
in expanding cooperation with Pakistan 
across political, defence, economic, and 
cultural spheres. Both sides emphasized 
the importance of sustained high-level en-
gagement to address emerging regional 
challenges, especially in the backdrop of 
the rapidly evolving security environment 
in the Middle East and the wider region.

During the meeting, both dignitaries 
reviewed bilateral relations between the 
two brotherly countries, with a particular 

focus on defence and security cooperation, 
military-to-military contacts, training 

collaborations, and regional
Situation ripe 
for Governor 

rule in KP
The step will not be 

against any law: Tarar

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment stressed on Monday 
that the imposition of gov-
ernor’s rule in a province 
is an option provided by 
the Constitution, even as 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi dared 
the Centre to impose the 
measure. The federal gov-
ernment is seriously consid-
ering imposing governor’s 
rule in KP, citing “security 
and governance issues” in 
the province as the reason 
for this potential move.
“Governor’s rule is not the 
face of any martial law. It is 
provided for in the Consti-
tution by its creators,” said 
Law Minister Azam Nazeer 
Tarar while speaking at the 
National Assembly today.

Continued on Page 06

Israel targets 
Gaza in 

violation of  
Gaza truce

dna

I sraeli army has once 
again targeted several 

locations in southern Gaza 
under the military-con-
trolled yellow zone, Anad-
olu Agency reported citing 
local witnesses. As per res-
idents, Israel bombarded 
eastern Rafah via artillery, 
along with attacks by heli-
copters in Khan Younis as 
well. Although no casual-
ties have been reported so 
far from the latest attacks, 
the Gaza’s Media Office has 
said that there have been 
over 590 ceasefire viola-
tions by Israel which have 
resulted in 357 fatalities. 

Continued on Page 06

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Senator Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb, while chairing a 
session titled “Accelerating Economic 
Growth for a More Optimal Balance” 
on the opening day of the two-day “The 
Pakistan Population Summit 2025” in 
Islamabad today, underscored that cli-
mate change and population growth 
remain the two most critical existen-
tial challenges for Pakistan. 
He said that while the government con-
tinues to focus on economic recovery 
and the transition from stabilisation 
to growth, the country’s long-term 
potential envisioned in various stud-
ies projecting Pakistan as a three-tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2047, cannot be 
realised without addressing these core 
issues.  He acknowledged the leader-

ship role played earlier in the year by 
the Dawn Media Group in building 
public discourse on climate change and 
noted that population must now be ap-
proached with the same seriousness.
The Minister stressed that Pakistan 
has long understood the “what” and 
the “why” of population challenges, 
and that the real task now lies in the 
“how” of implementation. Drawing 
parallels with global engagements on 
climate financing, he said that while 
technical ministries lead on policy, it is 
ultimately finance ministries that main-
stream these issues through budgeting 
and planning. He expressed hope that 
the sessions over the next two days 
would collectively produce actionable 
pathways for implementation. Senator 
Aurangzeb welcomed the inclusion 
of sensitive yet essential dimensions 
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Pakistan’s economic potential
hinges on managing population 

The Minister stressed that Pakistan has long understood  
the “what” and the “why” of population challenges, and  

that the real task now lies in the “how” of implementation

Dr. Badr, calls on Field Marshal

KP CM dares
Centre to impose
governor's rule

Even a small mistake may trigger CM 
Afridi’s disqualification, cautions Vawda

Govt-Opposition tensions rise

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi on Monday dared the 
federal government to impose governor’s 
rule in his province, saying that his govern-
ment is not afraid. His remarks came a day 
after State Minister for Law Aqeel Malik had 
said that the federal government was “seri-
ously pondering” imposing a governor’s rule 
in KP, citing poor governance, terrorism and 
the border situation with Afghanistan.
The chief minister said those enforcing 
“closed-door policies” in KP should realise 
the consequences of their actions.
Talking to the media outside the Parliament 
House, PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali 
Khan said he doesn’t foresee any governor’s 
rule in KP. “KP cannot bear governor’s rule,” 
the PTI chairman said, adding that the in-
cumbent government would try to eliminate 
the menace of terrorism from the province.    
Meanwhile, Information Minister Attaullah 
Tarar said that governor’s rule is a “con-
stitutional option” and is available in every 
government. Taking a dig at the PTI-led 
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Imran Khan’s 
sons voice fears 

for his safety 
Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The sons of jailed for-
mer prime minister Imran Khan fear 
authorities are concealing “some-
thing irreversible” about his condi-
tion after more than three weeks with 
no evidence that he is still alive, one 
of them said. As court-ordered prison 
visits stay blocked and rumours swirl 
about possible prison transfers, his 
son, Kasim Khan, told Reuters the 
family has had no direct or verifiable 
contact with Khan, despite a judicial 
order for weekly meetings.
“Not knowing whether your father is 
safe, injured, or even alive is a form 
of psychological torture,” he said in 
written remarks, adding that there 
had been no independently confirmed 
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Official process 
underway, says 

law minister
Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Law Minister Azam Na-
zeer Tarar said on Monday that the 
government would issue the notifi-
cation appointing Chief of the Army 
Staff Field Marshal Asim Munir as the 
country’s first chief of defence forces 
(CDF) in the coming days, adding that 
he was already “holding the office in 
all respects”. The CDF position, creat-
ed under the 27th Constitutional Ame
ndment, replaced the now-abolished 
office of the Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
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Cop 
martyred, 
six injured 
in Lakki 
Marwat

DNA
PESHAWAR: At least one 
police personnel was mar-
tyred and six others injured 
in a suicide blast targeting a 
police mobile in Lakki Mar-
wat district of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa on Monday. The 
suicide bomber, accompa-
nied by his accomplice, was 
standing by the roadside 
and blew himself up as the 
police mobile drove past 
in the Bakhmal Ahmadzai 
area of Lakki Marwat, said 
the police. After being in-
formed, the police and res-
cue officials rushed to the 
scene and shifted the body 
and the injured to the hos-
pital. The bomber’s accom-
plice managed to escape 
after the attack, the police 
said, adding that a search 
operation was underway to 
arrest the suspect.  Talking 
to the media, Lakki Mar-
wat district police officer 
(DPO) said that the two at-
tackers arrived at the crime 
scene on a motorcycle.

India airspace 
blockade 

delays Pak 
aid for Sri 
Lankans

Fiaz Ch

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
humanitarian mission to 
assist cyclone-hit Sri Lan-
ka has been delayed after 
India refused to allow the 
use of its airspace for the 
delivery of aid, creating an 
unexpected obstacle for the 
relief effort. A 45-member 
Urban Search and Rescue 
team of the Pakistan Army 
— prepared for deployment 
through a C-130 aircraft 
with the support of the 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) 
and the Pakistan Air Force 
— was ready to depart for 
Sri Lanka. However, the 
mission could not proceed 
after India declined air-
space permission for what 
Pakistan termed a purely 
humanitarian operation. 
Efforts to send 100 tonnes 
of aid through commercial 
cargo aircraft have also 
stalled, as these flights too 
require passage through 
Indian airspace. With New 
Delhi’s refusal, the dispatch 
of relief goods has slowed 
significantly, forcing Paki-
stan to send the supplies 
via sea — a route that will 
take approximately eight 
days to reach Sri Lanka.

Inflation 
edges down 
to 6 per cent

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Inflation 
edged lower in November 
to 6.1 per cent, official data 
showed on Monday, easing 
slightly after a jump last 
month and staying within 
the finance ministry’s pro-
jected range. Food items 
and energy spiked the in-
flation, measured by CPI, 
to 6.24 per cent in October 
against 5.6pc in Septem-
ber, the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported in 
early November. According 
to a report published by PBS 
today, general inflation was 
just a touch lower than Octo-
ber’s figures, increasing by 
6.1pc on a year-on-year (YoY) 
basis. On a month-on-month 
(MoM) basis, inflation stood 
at 0.4pc after a 1.8pc jump 
in October. “SPI inflation on 
[a] YoY basis increased by 
4.2pc in November 2025, as 
compared to an increase of 
4.8pc a month earlier and an 
increase of 7.3pc in Novem-
ber 2024,” the report read.
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Islamabad: The leadership of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) has 
announced an emergency meeting of all industrial-
ists and traders of Islamabad on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 2, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. at the Chamber House. 
The session aims to chalk out a decisive future 
course of action against the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) in light of its ongoing unjustified 
raids on industries and commercial establishments 
across the capital The Chamber noted that the 
business community is already deeply frustrated 
and disheartened due to the unilateral, oppressive, 
and anti-business actions being taken under the di-
rectives of the Chairman CDA which have led to 
the closure and shifting of industries, ultimately 
causing irreparable financial losses and long-term 
damage to Islamabad and country’s economic land-
scape. ICCI leadership said it appeared as though 
the Chairman CDA was deliberately undermining 

the pro-business policies of Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif, acting on one pretext 
or another to disrupt industrial and commercial 
operations instead of facilitating them because 
whenever the economy is on the verge of takeoff 
some hidden hands come out to hinder it.  Dur-
ing the last three days alone, the CDA’s Enforce-
ment Directorate has conducted multiple raids 
without any prior notice, sealing industrial units 
in an abrupt and heavy-handed manner. These co-
ercive actions have caused severe financial harm, 
created an atmosphere of fear and uncertainty, 
and resulted in immense disrespect and harass-
ment for the business community. The Chamber 
strongly condemned these measures, calling them 
unacceptable, unjustified, and detrimental to the 
already challenging business environment in the 
federal capital. The emergency meeting will be ad-
dressed by ICCI President Sardar Tahir Mehmood, 

Chairman Founder Group Sheikh Tariq Sadiq, 
President Islamabad Industrial Area Association 
Shaikh Abdur Razzaq,  President All Pakistan An-
juman-e-Tajraan and Traders Action Committee Is-
lamabad  Ajmal Baloch, Secretary General Khalid 
Chaudhry,  Presidents of Traders Welfare Associ-
ations and other leading representatives from the 
industrial and trading sectors. The leadership will 
discuss and finalize a unified and robust response, 
which may include a shutter-down strike, a sit-in 
outside the CDA headquarters, and other peaceful 
protests to safeguard the rights, dignity, and eco-
nomic interests of the business community. ICCI 
reaffirmed its unwavering support for the traders 
and industrialists of Islamabad and urged the CDA 
to immediately halt such hostile actions and adopt 
a consultative, transparent, and business-friendly 
approach in the larger interest of economic stabili-
ty and national progress.—DNA

ICCI calls meeting against CDA’s 
crackdowns, mulls shutter down strike

ICCI reaffirmed its unwavering support for the traders and industrialists of Islamabad 
and urged the CDA to immediately halt such hostile actions and adopt a consultative, 
transparent, and business-friendly approach in the larger interest of economic stabili-

ty and national progress

CDA, ADB discuss smog mitigation, 
air quality improvement

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) and Chief 
Commissioner Islamabad, 
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa, held a meeting with a 
delegation from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
on Monday at the CDA 
Headquarters regarding 
smog mitigation, environ-
mental protection and the 
air quality improvement in 
Islamabad. ADB delegation 
included Senior Financial 
Sector Economist Andrew 
McCartney and the ADB’s 
urban team. The meeting 
discussed smog mitigation, 
elimination of air pollution 
and environmental protec-
tion in Islamabad.
Chairman CDA Muhammad 
Ali Randhawa said that en-
vironmental protection, 
including the reduction of 
smog and air pollution in 
Islamabad is among the 
top priorities and in this 
regard, work is underway 
on various eco-friendly pro-
jects including policy meas-
ures.
Chairman CDA said that 
the CDA has adopted the 
regulations of the Nation-
al Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Authority 
(NECA) in its Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) policy. He said 
that comprehensive meas-
ures are being taken to pro-
mote the establishment of 

electric vehicles and charg-
ing stations in Islamabad. 
Chairman CDA said that 
the CDA has introduced 
160 environment-friendly 
electric feeder buses in 
Islamabad using its own 
resources. He said that ve-
hicle carbon emission tests 
are being conducted to 
control air pollution in the 
transport sector and work 
is underway to install more 
monitoring stations in Is-
lamabad for an authentic 

Air Quality Index.
Chairman CDA said that a 
modern solid waste man-
agement project will be 
introduced for garbage, 
which is one of the factors 
contributing to air pollu-
tion in Islamabad city. He 
said that in this regard, a 
feasibility study for estab-
lishing a scientific landfill 
site in Islamabad is being 
initiated. Chairman CDA 
said that various projects 
are under consideration 

to make the acquisition 
of carbon credits possible 
in environment-friendly 
projects in Islamabad. He 
said that ADB can provide 
its technical support to 
enable green financing for 
acquiring carbon credits 
in Islamabad. ADB dele-
gation said that ADB will 
complete its consultation 
process and provide its 
technical support regard-
ing various eco-friendly 
initiatives. Delegation 

further said that ADB is 
providing its technical 
assistance in preparing 
Islamabad’s first Trans-
port Master Plan and the 
Inter-City Bus Terminals 
project.
The meeting agreed to fur-
ther enhance cooperation 
between ADB and CDA for 
smog mitigation, the air 
quality improvement and 
environmental protection.
Chairman CDA Muham-
mad Ali Randhawa said 

that the purpose of these 
measures is to control air 
pollution in Islamabad and 
ensure the provision of a 
healthy and high-quality life 
for the citizens. He further 
said that the partnership 
between ADB and CDA 
will not only improve the 
environmental standards of 
Islamabad but will also en-
able the city to become an 
excellent model of sustain-
able development for the 
entire Pakistan.—DNA

OGRA hikes LPG price by 
Rs87 per cylinder for Dec

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regula-
tory Authority (OGRA) has increased 
the price of Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) for December 2025, pushing 
up the cost of the essential household 
fuel for millions of consumers nation-
wide amid winter season.
According to the notification issued 
on Monday, the maximum consum-
er price of LPG has been set at Rs 
208,991.40 per metric ton, compared 
to Rs 201,600.43 per ton in Novem-
ber. This reflects an increase of Rs 
7,390.97 per ton.
For households — who commonly 
buy LPG in 11.8 kg cylinders — the 
revised rate translates into a price of 
Rs 2,466.10 per cylinder, up from Rs 
2,378.89 last month. Consumers will 
now pay Rs 87.21 more per cylinder, 
representing a monthly increase of 
3.66% OGRA attributed the upward 
revision to two global and financial 
factors. The Saudi Aramco Contract 
Price (CP), which directly influences 
Pakistan’s LPG producer price, rose 
by 4.93% this month. Additionally, a 
0.15% depreciation in the average US 
dollar exchange rate contributed to 

higher import-linked LPG rates.
The producer price has also been re-
vised upward, with the cost increasing 
from Rs 160,300.43 per ton in No-
vember to Rs 167,691.40 per ton in 
December. This reflects the same 
increase of Rs 7,390.97 per ton and 
an impact of Rs 87.21 per cylinder 
at the producer level. The detailed 
breakdown shows that the maximum 
LPG consumer price includes the 
producer price with GST, plus Rs 
35,000 per ton in marketing, distri-
bution margin, and transportation 
charges. The new producer price 
with GST stands at Rs 167,691.40, 
while the marketing and distribu-
tion charges contribute to the final 
consumer rate of Rs 208,991.40 
per ton. For consumers already 
facing rising winter-season energy 
costs, the increase in LPG rates 
adds further pressure on house-
holds — especially in regions with-
out access to natural gas. LPG 
remains the primary cooking and 
heating fuel in millions of Paki-
stani homes, making any increase 
in its price immediately felt by low- 

and middle-income households. 
OGRA stated that the revised pric-
es are effective December 1, 2025 
and will remain in place for the 
month unless revised due to global 
market fluctuations. LPG is widely 
used across Pakistan, especially 
in areas where natural gas is un-
available or unreliable. Millions of 
households rely on LPG for cook-
ing, room heating, and water heat-
ing, particularly during the winter 
when gas load-shedding increases. 
In rural and mountainous regions 
such as Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad 
Kashmir, Balochistan, and remote 
villages without pipeline net-
works, LPG serves as the pri -
mary fuel source. It is also used 
commercially in restaurants, 
tandoors, bakeries, and small 
businesses, while small indus-
tries util ize it for heating, cut-
ting, and processing. Due to its 
portabilit y and easy availabilit y, 
LPG remains an essential ener-
gy option for both domestic and 
commercial consumers across the 
country.—DNA

Sindh okays Rs 6.6b railway 
project, blacklists fraudulent firm
KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, while presiding over a cabinet meeting, discussed and decided 
on 27 agenda items, including approving the release of Rs6.6 billion for constructing a railway line from Thar Coalfield 
to Chhor, ordering the blacklisting of a company involved in alleged fraud in the solar project, and endorsing the use of 
brownfield sites with strategies to attract carbon finance and prioritise climate-friendly solutions The cabinet also granted 
an extension for the deployment of Pakistan Rangers in Karachi and approved a reduction in water rates for DHA from 
Rs0.75 per gallon to Rs0.60 per gallon. The meeting, held at CM House, was attended by provincial ministers, advisers, 
special assistants, Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah, and other relevant officers. The Cabinet considered a proposal from 
the Local Government Department regarding the revision of the water sale rate applicable to the project “Laying of Pipe-
line from Dumlottee to DHA and Construction of Pumping Station, Forebay, Filtration Plant and Ancillary Works (through 
Government-to-Government Agreement).” Originally, the KWSC set a water sale rate of Rs. 0.85 per gallon for supply to 
DHA, as approved by the Cabinet and made a condition precedent for the Sindh government’s loan assistance of Rs10.566 
billion towards the project’s completion. Following negotiations with DHA, KWSC proposed revising the water sale rate 
to Rs. 0.60 per gallon while retaining the payment schedule of 10 years. The revised rate seeks to balance affordability 
for DHA – already supplying water at Rs. 0.75 per gallon through bowsers – with the project’s financial sustainability. 
The Cabinet approved the revised water sale rate of Rs. 0.60 per gallon for DHA. Digitalisation of authenticated Record 
of Rights & e-transfer of land titles. The Sindh Cabinet, in principle, has approved a groundbreaking project aimed at 
overhauling the province’s land management. This project, led by the Board of Revenue, assigns Sukkur IBA University 
the task of developing and implementing a digital land record system. In its pilot phase, data entry work is nearly com-
plete, and there is a clear plan to extend this digitisation effort to every district within three years. At the core of these 
changes, the government will first verify and rewrite all current land records, moving them into a blockchain-based digital 
database. Sukkur IBA University will handle both software creation and technical support to keep the project on track. 
A new Sindh Land Records Authority will supervise this transition and ensure land transfers become fully digital. The 
platform integrates with national bodies like NADRA and the FBR and uses GIS mapping to visualise land boundaries. 
The new system introduces an online portal where people will upload documents, verify their identities using biometrics, 
pay fees, and receive a digital land title  all securely recorded on the blockchain To make this happen, the government 
is proposing updates to existing land revenue laws, paving the way for digital management and electronic title transfers. 
The CM directed the Board of Revenue (SMBR) to prepare a bill and bring it to cabinet to review and, if passed, set up a 
transparent, fully digital land registration process for Sindh.—DNA

40,000 people 
living with AIDS 
in KP: Dr. Tariq 

PESHAWAR:Around 40,000 
people in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) are currently living 
with HIV/AIDS, while 15 to 
20 new cases are being regis-
tered on a daily basis.
Dr. Tariq Hayat Taj, Director 
of the Provincial AIDS Con-
trol Program shared these 
alarming statistics during a 
media briefing at the Pesha-
war Press Club on World 
AIDS Day on Monday.
He said 9,800 HIV/AIDS 
patients are registered in 
KP, but the actual number is 
much higher because many 
people avoid getting tested 
due to social stigma and dis-
criminatory attitudes.
He emphasized that illegal 
clinics and unqualified prac-
titioners are playing a major 
role in spreading the disease. 
“The Health Regulatory Au-
thority must take strict ac-
tion because this is a matter 
affecting society as a whole,” 
he added.
Dr. Hayat clarified that AIDS 
is no longer considered un-
treatable and the KP gov-

ernment is providing free 
medication to all registered 
patients. Reuse of syringes, 
especially among drug users, 
is one of the major causes of 
transmission, he noted.
According to a UN survey, 
approximately 40,000 peo-
ple in KP and about 330,000 
across Pakistan are living 
with HIV/AIDS — a situation 
Dr. Hayat described as ex-
tremely alarming.
Sharing specific data, he 
said that during vaccination 
drives at Peshawar’s Iqbal 
Plaza and other transgen-
der community hotspots, 
197 transgenders were di-
agnosed with HIV/AIDS. 
“This caused emotional 
distress among them, but 
their treatment is ongoing,” 
he said.
Dr. Hayat stressed that HIV 
can spread not only through 
sexual contact but also 
through unhygienic practic-
es such as using contami-
nated blades, unsterilized 
equipment at hair salons 
and beauty parlors and 

sharing syringes.
Gender-wise statistics show 
that in KP, 60% of HIV-pos-
itive individuals are men, 
30% women and 10% are 
transgenders and others.
He urged citizens to get 
tested and adopt preven-
tive measures, warning that 
HIV is slowly spreading into 
the general population as 
well.  UNICEF Health Spe-
cialist Dr. Inamullah Khan, 
speaking at the event, 
urged the public to treat 
HIV patients with respect. 
“They deserve dignity and 
support because they are 
already vulnerable and de-
pendent on God’s mercy,” 
he said. Assistant Director 
Abbas Durrani stated that 
many Pakistanis return-
ing from African and Gulf 
countries are found to have 
HIV symptoms. He advised 
those traveling abroad to 
follow Islamic values and 
avoid behaviours that may 
put them at risk of con-
tracting diseases like HIV/
AIDS.—DNA

Tessori visits 
Lal Shahbaz 
Qalandar’s 

Shrine
HYDERABAD: Sindh Gov-
ernor Kamran Tessori on 
Monday visited Sehwan Sha-
rif, where he paid homage at 
the shrine of the revered Sufi 
saint Hazrat Lal Shahbaz Qa-
landar. He laid floral wreaths 
and offered special prayers 
for the security, stability and 
prosperity of the country.
According to the district in-
formation office, the gover-
nor was accompanied by his 
family and also distributed 
“langar” among the devotees 
at the shrine. On this occa-
sion, the governor excused 
himself from talking to the 
media. Earlier, Tessori had 
breakfast at the residence of 
the chief minister of Sindh, 
Senior Private Secretary 
Muhammad Saleem Bajari in 
Sehwan.
On the occasion, governor 
Tessori excused himself from 
talking to the media. Earlier 
in the day, he had breakfast at 
the residence of Sindh chief 
minister’s senior private sec-
retary Muhammad Saleem 
Bajari in Sehwan.—APP

Crackdown 
against traffic 

violators 
intensified 

MULTAN: Following recent 
directives from the Punjab 
government to take strict ac-
tion against traffic violators, 
the City Traffic Police (CTP) 
in Multan issued 8,773 chal-
lans and collected Rs. 6.63 
million in fines during a 
three-day crackdown from 
November 27 to 30, 2025.
The intensified operation fo-
cused on violations identified 
by the provincial government 
as key contributors to road 
accidents.
According to the per-
formance report, 1,125 
motorists were fined for 
driving without a license, re-
sulting in penalties totaling 
Rs. 640,700. Another 456 
challans, worth Rs. 139,200, 
were issued for non-standard 
number plates. Helmet viola-
tions were also a significant is-
sue, with 1,339 motorcyclists 
fined a total of Rs. 2,678,000 
for riding without helmets. 
The crackdown went beyond 
routine ticketing, with 1,258 
vehicles impounded and 954 
drivers arrested. FIRs were 
registered for serious traffic 
breaches.—APP

NCCIA un-
earths notori-
ous blackmail-
ing network 

PESHAWAR: The National 
Cyber Crime Investigation 
Agency (NCCIA) Peshawar 
has uncovered a dangerous 
blackmailing network fol-
lowing a complaint filed by 
a woman The agency regis-
tered a case, arrested the 
suspect and initiated further 
investigation. According to 
NCCIA officials on Monday, 
the complaint was filed on 
November 25 by the brother 
of the victim, Haris Masaleh. 
During the investigation, the 
woman revealed that the 
accused, Imran, contacted 
her and lured her into trust-
ing him by falsely promising 
marriage. He then obtained 
her photos and videos, which 
he later used for blackmail. 
The accused also demanded 
Rs 2 million from the woman’s 
brother and brother-in-law, Mu-
jeeb, threatening to release 
her videos on websites and 
share them with family mem-
bers if the money was not paid. 
Evidence showed that the 
suspect even sent one of the 
videos to her brother-in-law to 
pressure them into paying the 
extortion amount.—APP

Minister 
reveals major 

drug bust in 
Karachi

KARACHI: Sindh’s Home 
Minister Zia-ul-Hassan Lan-
jar, Excise and Taxation Min-
ister Mukesh Kumar Chawla, 
and senior police officials on 
Monday jointly briefed the 
media at the Karachi Police 
Office, announcing what 
they described as the big-
gest anti-narcotics operation 
in the history According to 
the Home Minister, the Spe-
cial Investigation Unit (SIU) 
carried out major raids in Gu-
listan-e-Jauhar and Pak Colony, 
recovering 508 kilograms of 
narcotics. The seized drugs 
are estimated to be worth 
around Rs 280 million. Police 
arrested 14 suspects during 
the operation. Officials said all 
of them belong to Balochistan 
and have previously been de-
tained in similar drug-related 
cases. Police added that 50 
kilograms of narcotics were 
recovered from the home 
of a drug dealer identified 
as Saif-ur-Rehman, alias 
Pappu. His disclosures led 
to the arrest of Assistant 
Excise & Taxation Officer 
Javed Rasheed from the Ex-
cise Narcotics Control Wing, 
where 10 kilograms of ice and 
hashish were seized from his 
residence. Excise Minister 
Mukesh Chawla acknowl-
edged that several Excise 
Department personnel were 
found involved in drug traffick-
ing. So far, 28 employees have 
been arrested and dismissed 
from service.—APP
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Sadiq 
reiterates to 

safeguard 
parliamentary 

supremacy
ISLAMABAD: Speaker 
National Assembly Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq has reiterated 
that he will continue to 
perform his constitution-
al responsibilities as the 
custodian of the House to 
safeguard parliamentary 
supremacy, uphold the Con-
stitution and protect the 
democratic process.
He warned that those who, 
while sitting inside the 
House, seek to conspire 
against Parliament are in 
fact acting against the in-
terests of the state, said a 
press release issued here 
on Monday by the National 
Assembly Secretariat.
Ayaz Sadiq said that there 
will be no compromise on 
the Constitution, the rule 
of law, parliamentary sanc-
tity and public order.
He said that immature po-
litical leaders who claim to 
champion constitutional 
supremacy while simulta-
neously undermining the 
dignity and decorum of 
Parliament should first re-
flect on their own conduct.
Ayaz Sadiq has said that 
new attempts are being 
made to weaken the Par-
liament and obstruct the 
legislative process; how-
ever, no pressure or attack 
against Parliament or dem-
ocratic institutions will ever 
succeed.—APP

FOSPAH 
hosts 

powerful art 
exhibition 

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Ombudsperson Secretar-
iat for Protection Against 
Harassment (FOSPAH) on 
Monday held an art exhi-
bition titled “Workplace 
Harassment — Breaking 
the Silence,” bringing to-
gether artists, students, 
professionals, and rights 
advocates from across the 
country to spark dialogue, 
encourage accountability, 
and promote safer work-
places in Pakistan. The 
exhibition, themed “Work-
place Harassment: Break-
ing the Silence”, show-
cased over 250 remarkable 
entries across three cate-
gories — Handmade Post-
ers, Digital Art, and Short 
Videos — submitted by par-
ticipants who used art as a 
bold medium to challenge 
stigma, amplify survivors’ 
voices, and call for system-
ic change.—APP
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IHC rejects ex-wildlife board 
chair’s case dismissal plea

The FIA had initiated a formal investigation against the former chairperson, which led to the registra-
tion of a case. The charges allege corruption and misuse of authority, resulting in a financial loss to the 

national exchequer
DNA

ISLAMABAD:The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Tuesday rejected a petition filed 
by former chairperson of the Wildlife 
Management Board, Raina Saeed Khan, 
seeking the dismissal of a corruption 
case registered against her by the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA). Justice 
Muhammad Azam Khan dismissed the 
plea to quash the case. Islamabad city 
guide A detailed written order outlining 
the reasons for the rejection will be is-
sued at a later date. This marks anoth-
er legal setback for the former official. 
Earlier, on November 3, 2025, the same 
judge had rejected her application to stop 
the FIA’s inquiry into the matter. Raina 
Saeed Khan had also approached the 
court with a separate request to prevent 
what she termed as “harassment” by the 

FIA. However, the IHC Registrar’s Office 
raised technical objections to this plea, 
which were subsequently upheld by the 
court. The Registrar’s Office questioned 
the legal basis of combining a request 
to prevent harassment with pleas for 
pre-arrest bail and protection from ar-
rest. The FIA had initiated a formal 
investigation against the former chair-
person, which led to the registration of 
a case. The charges allege corruption 
and misuse of authority, resulting in a 
financial loss to the national excheq-
uer. The case will now proceed in ac-
cordance with the law following the 
high court’s decision to reject the peti-
tion for dismissal.It may be mentioned 
here that So-called climate activist Rina 
Saeed Khan, widely known for her role 
in the Supreme Court case that led to 
the closure of Islamabad’s iconic Monal 
Restaurant, has hired one of the coun-

try’s top legal minds to defend herself 
in an ongoing FIA investigation.Islama-
bad city guide According to official doc-
uments, Khan has submitted a power of 
attorney authorizing Barrister Salman 
Safdar, Advocate Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan, to represent her in all legal pro-
ceedings related to the inquiry. The doc-
ument grants the counsel full authority 
to appear, plead, file applications, receive 
records, and pursue all necessary legal 
remedies.Pakistan travel guide Sources 
familiar with the matter say Khan’s deci-
sion to hire a high-priced, top-tier lawyer 
has raised eyebrows in various quarters. 
Critics allege that her move reflects con-
cerns that the FIA inquiry could lead to 
serious legal challenges. Some officials 
claim that Khan may be attempting to 
“shield herself from possible financial 
misconduct findings”—allegations she has 
consistently rejected. According to indi-

viduals close to the FIA investigation, the 
probe revolves around claims of financial 
irregularities during her association with 
wildlife-related projects. Some insiders 
allege that donor-funded initiatives suf-
fered major setbacks due to mismanage-
ment and improper financial transfers. 
These accusations are currently under 
review by investigators. While environ-
mental groups hailed the ruling as a win 
for conservation of the Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park, large segments of the public, 
business community, and civic groups 
strongly opposed the closure. Many ac-
cused environmental activists — includ-
ing Khan — of exercising undue influence 
and using personal connections to secure 
the verdict. The decision, delivered dur-
ing the tenure of then–Chief Justice Qazi 
Faez Isa, sparked intense debate about 
the balance between environmental pro-
tection and tourism development.

ISLAMABAD:  The ‘Pakistan Population 
Summit’ being held here aims to hold 
an urgent, coordinated national action to 
address Pakistan’s escalating population, 
water, climate, and resource crises.
The two-day national dialogue summit 
organised by DawnMedia in collabora-
tion with the Population Council brought 
toge¬ther politicians, economists, devel-
opment specialists, private sector leaders, 
and experts to develop a shared vision as 
the rising population continues to place 
pressure on health systems, food and wa-
ter security, and employment, said a press 
releases issued here on Monday.
One of the key speaker Senator Sherry 
Rehman, the chairperson of the Parlia-
mentary Forum on Population, in her 
opening address stated that “Population is 
a crisis of scarcity.”
She described the three ticking time 
bombs namely “Unchecked Population 
growth, Water scarcity and Climate stress” 
as they are no longer ticking rather they 
have noiselessly exploded all around us.
“Water is scarce in 2025, as predicted by 
UN; Climate is at its frontline heat as we 
are the most vulnerable globally; and pop-
ulation growth has passed the danger line. 
It’s at 6 million more people per year. Do 
we wonder why, then, our children go hun-
gry? Or our health clinics can’t service the 
sick? Or why we have 26 million children 
out of school? Or where the 3 million jobs 
will per year come from ?”, she said.
Highlighting the acute water scarcity 
now defining 2025, Senator Rehman 
stressed  “Our water consumption is 
way higher than resources and with 
this population growth rate we will 
need 60 MAF of water by 2050 to 

match basic needs as the population 
rises toward 315 million” she empha-
sized that “every drop is now com-
peting with millions of new claimants 
every year. She stressed that Pakistan 
must urgently find its “pivot of bal-
ance,” noting “What are we thinking? 
Why are our children going hungry, out 
of school, and undernourished while 
our population growth outpaces our 
capacity to sustain it?”, she enquired. 
Senator Rehman while underscoring 
an alarming demographic trends said 
that according to UNFPA, Pakistan’s 
population has reached 241.5 million, 
ranking fifth largest in the world. An-
nual growth rate: 2.55%, among the 
highest in Asia. 6 million people are 
added every year. She warned that 
when population growth matches or 
outpaces GDP growth, every macroe-
conomic indicator deteriorates. A 1% 
increase in population growth reduces 
per-capita income by Rs. 35,000 annu-
ally. “If fertility is reduced to 2.1 births 
per woman by 2030,” she said, “ the 
per-capita income could rise by 37% 
and GDP growth to 3.9% by 2033.” Sen-
ator Rehman stressed that population 
pressure is not neutral—it is a gendered 
public health crisis, borne overwhelm-
ingly by women and girls. She noted 
that every 50 minutes, a woman in 
Pakistan dies from pregnancy or child-
birth complications, 82% of children 
have been deprived of a meal accord-
ing to WFP and 40% of children under 
5 face stunting (World Bank). Women 
face a massively disproportionate bur-
den in water collection—72% of women, 
especially in rural areas, spend nearly 

nine hours a day fetching water. “When 
women carry the burden of water, food 
insecurity, reproductive health, and 
inadequate services, the scarcity vec-
tor becomes a gendered crisis,” she 
said. She stressed that unmet need for 
contraception—17.3% of couples—and a 
contraceptive prevalence rate of only 
34% fuel population momentum not 
by choice, but by lack of access and 
agency. Senator Rehman proposed to 
include integrating family planning into 
major social protection programmes 
that includes ensuring national coordi-
nation across ministries of health, ed-
ucation, women’s development, social 
welfare, water, and climate; scaling the 
Lady Health Worker (LHW) Program, 
launched by Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, 
which contributed significantly to re-
ducing fertility from 6.2 in the 1980s 
to 4.8 by 2000; making contraceptives 
affordable and easily accessible, in-
cluding eliminating taxes; engaging 
faith leaders to emphasize responsible 
parenting and birth spacing, echoing 
the Council of Islamic Ideology’s en-
dorsement grounded in the principle 
of balance advocating for the proposed 
10 billion population fund. Senator Re-
hman concluded by thanking the Dawn-
Group for their support and for “help-
ing sustain a conversation the country 
urgently needs.” She added that “This 
issue demands national attention—not 
the burden of a single council or min-
istry. If we can feed our population, 
provide clean water, and give women 
agency, Pakistan can reclaim its future. 
I hope we continue to address this sub-
ject at the highest level”.—DNA

Sherry urges to address timely 
Pakistan’s escalating population
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Sultan vows to enhance 
public service

ISLAMABAD: Sultan Ahmad Chaudhry on Monday assumed charge as the 25th Inspec-
tor General of the National Highways and Motorway Police (NHMP), pledging to further 
strengthen the institution and uphold its reputation for professionalism, integrity, and 
public service. Chaudhry, who previously served as Additional Inspector General of Police 
in Punjab and has held various key positions in the Pakistan Police Service, is widely re-
spected for his competence, exemplary performance, and commitment to ethical policing, 
said a press release. Upon his arrival at the Central Police Office (CPO) Islamabad, he was 
presented with a guard of honour. He was introduced to officers and given a detailed brief-
ing on various departmental matters.  The new Inspector General reaffirmed his commit-
ment to strengthening the institution, upholding high professional standards, and ensuring 
quality public service. He further emphasized that every possible measure will be taken 
for the welfare and well-being of the department’s officers and staff.  In his address, 
he said that leading this institution is a matter of great pride for him an organization 
regarded not only in Pakistan but also internationally as a symbol of honesty, profes-
sionalism, and transparency. He added that the core values of the Motorway Police 
integrity, courtesy, and helpfulness are its true strength and will be upheld at all costs.  
The Inspector General directed officers to ensure timely assistance to travelers on 
national highways, protect the lives and property of citizens, and work diligently to 
prevent road accidents, noting that the National Highways and Motorway Police holds 
a distinguished position among national institutions.  On this occasion, the Inspector 
General also paid tribute to the martyrs, laid floral wreaths at the Martyrs’ Monu-
ment, and offered special prayers for the elevation of their ranks.APP

Education Board extends 
SSC form submission date

RAWALPINDI: Board of Intermedi-
ate and Secondary Education (BISE) 
Rawalpindi, on Monday announced a 
significant extension in the admission 
submission schedule for the First An-
nual Examinations 2026 The exams, 
which will mark the first full-scale an-
nual matric examinations after years 
of pandemic-disrupted cycles, are set 
to begin on March 3, 2026. However, 
a large number of both regular and pri-
vate candidates had been struggling 
to meet the original deadlines due 
to delays in result announcements, 
school registrations, and online por-
tal issues. Responding to repeated 
requests from students, parents and 
school heads, the Board has pushed 
the deadlines well into the new year.  
Speaking to reporters, a BISE Rawal-

pindi spokesman confirmed that can-
didates can now submit their online 
admission forms with single fee until 
December 10, 2025. Those who miss 
this window will still have until De-
cember 23 with double fee and until 
January 6, 2026 with triple fee. Even 
after the third last date, the admission 
forms will continue to be accepted un-
til February 10, 2026 with triple fee 
plus a daily late fine of Rs. 200, and till 
February 20, just ten days before the 
papers begin with an enhanced daily 
penalty of Rs. 700.0 “The decision 
has been taken purely in the interest 
of students,” the spokesman said. 
“We don’t want any child to miss the 
examination just because of procedur-
al delays”, he said.
He emphasized that while the online 

submission window remains open, the 
hard copy of the admission form, cut 
list (for institutions), original bank 
challan of MCB, and printed copy of 
the online submission receipt must 
reach the Board office by hand or 
registered post within the respective 
deadlines. “Online submission alone 
is not enough,” he informed and add-
ed “If the hard copies are not received 
on time, the higher fee slab will auto-
matically apply.”
Students and private candidates have 
been directed to use the official portal 
www.biserawalpindi.edu.pk for form 
submission and fee deposit. 
For technical or procedural help, the 
Board has activated dedicated help-
lines, including direct access to Assis-
tant Controller (Matric).—APP

PNCA hosts ‘seen, 
unseen’ exhibition 

for activism
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan National Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) will host a special ceremony and the opening of a 
nationwide art exhibition on Tuesday, as part of the global 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence campaign. 
The event will begin at 6:00 p.m. and bring together govern-
ment officials, UN representatives, artists, and civil society 
to spotlight the urgent need to end gender-based violence in 
all its forms including the rising threat of technology-facili-
tated abuse. The ceremony will be chaired by Senator Azam 
Nazeer Tarar, Minister of Human Rights, alongside Pernille 
Ironside, the Acting UN Resident and Humanitarian Coor-
dinator in Pakistan. Participants will be briefed on ongoing 
UN initiatives to address digital and technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence, a growing concern as online spaces 
increasingly mirror offline inequalities and risks. Following 
the ceremony, PNCA will unveil ‘Seen & Unseen’, an art 
exhibition featuring works by 19 artists from across Paki-
stan.  Curated under the guidance of Prof. Salima Hashmi, 
Honorary Advisor, the exhibition brings together diverse 
mediums and artistic expressions that confront the realities 
of gender-based violence.  Through painting, photography, 
sculpture, and mixed media, the artists give voice to both 
visible and hidden dimensions of abuse, resilience, and re-
sistance. The evening will also include the launch of UN-
FPA’s new reel series, “Salma Lives” a digital campaign 
aimed at raising awareness through storytelling — followed 
by a reception hosted by Marriott Islamabad. Observed an-
nually from 25 November (International Day for the Elimi-
nation of Violence against Women) to 10 December (Human 
Rights Day), the 16 Days of Activism is a global call to end 
violence against women and girls.  This year’s UNiTE Cam-
paign theme — “UNiTE to End Digital Violence against All 
Women and Girls” — highlights how digital platforms, while 
powerful tools for empowerment, have also created new av-
enues for harassment, surveillance, and exploitation. The 
PNCA event aims to amplify this message, bringing togeth-
er art, advocacy, and public engagement in a united call to 
safeguard the rights and dignity of women and girls in both 
physical and digital spaces.—DNA

December
Dec 01/Romania

National Day
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National Day
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ISLAMABAD: A nomad woman gathers dry tree branches from a greenbelt in G-8 for domestic 
use, particularly for cooking and heating pupose during winter in the Federal Capital.

54 business ideas 
by female university 
students shortlisted 

ISLAMABAD: The Punjab Women Development Department has shortlisted 54 business 
ideas submitted by students from 40 universities across the province for seed funding. 
Salma Saadia, Parliamentary Secretary for Women Development Department, told Wealth 
Pakistan that these ideas would be funded by the Youth Pitch Program, which has been ini-
tiated to empower female innovators across the province. She said Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz aims to nurture entrepreneurial talent among female university students in Punjab. 
The department will strive to equip young women with the confidence, skills, and support 
needed to transform their business ideas into viable startups.  The government’s slogan 
“Muzboot Aurat, Muzboot Punjab” (Strong Woman, Strong Punjab) encourages students to 
envision a practical future beyond graduation. The initiative focuses on ensuring that wom-
en have a clear professional direction, helping them enter the workforce with purpose and 
preparedness Female students from 40 universities engaged by the Women Development 
Department were invited to participate, helping generate many ideas and representations 
from institutions across the province. A structured and transparent selection framework has 
been adopted. Students applied online and submitted their startup concepts. A faculty com-
mittee in each participating university reviewed the submissions and shortlisted business 
ideas under three thematic areas, ensuring alignment with program goals, she added. Cur-
rently, 54 innovative ideas have been shortlisted for the next phase. The shortlisted partici-
pants will be invited to present their ideas next month.  The department has planned train-
ing sessions for them. This platform creates a collaborative environment, allowing young 
women to learn, grow, and showcase their entrepreneurial potential, Salma added. To 
support the best concepts, the department plans to award seed money ranging from 
Rs500,000 to Rs1 million to the top 10 business ideas, helping students kickstart their 
startups and bring their visions to life. Salma said for the Financial Year 2025–2026, Rs35 
million has been allocated to implement and expand the Youth Pitch Program.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s first opera 
singer and the world’s pioneering Sufi 
Opera star, Saira Peter, has captivat-
ed audiences at the Sir Syed Memo-
rial Auditorium, delivering a power-
ful opera performance that blended 
Western classical technique with the 
spiritual resonance of Sufi poetry. Or-
ganised by the Silk Road Culture Cen-
tre, the much-anticipated event drew 
music enthusiasts, students and ad-
mirers of Pakistan’s cultural diversity. 
Saira, performing alongside her stu-
dents from the recently established 
Saira Arts Academy, Lahore, received 
prolonged applause from an apprecia-
tive audience. Former federal culture 
minister and renowned artist Jamal 
Shah, who attended as chief guest, 
lauded Saira’s contributions to the 
arts. Welcoming the performers, he 
praised her role in introducing the op-
eratic tradition to Pakistan and show-
casing the country’s softer cultural 
image abroad. The evening opened 
with introductory remarks by Zafar 
Francis, Saira Peter’s official man-

ager, after which she took the stage 
accompanied by her husband and mu-
sic director Stephen Smith, as well 
as students Moosa Azeem and Azal 
Abbas. Speaking to the audience, the 
celebrity expressed her pride in rep-
resenting Pakistan on international 
platforms. “I feel proud and honoured 
to participate in these events for my 
country,” she said, adding that per-
forming in Islamabad with her acade-
my’s students was a moment of “deep 
personal joy”. Saira’s performance 
featured classical Western opera arias, 
eastern classical and semi-classical, as 
well as Sufi Opera (regd with the UK 
Intellectual Property Office) — her 
own fusion of Western and Eastern 
classical whose notes join in a magical 
dance that swings in a twinkling from 
meend to opera, and back, producing 
sounds never before heard in the mu-
sic world. Sufi Opera is a genre she 
pioneered and has come to be known 
for globally. Through this innovative 
style, she seeks to highlight Pakistan 
as a progressive and peace-loving na-

tion, conveying messages of love, har-
mony and humanity. In collaboration 
with her UK team of professionals, 
Saira is preparing to launch Marvi’s 
Tears, the world’s first Sufi opera. 
The opera features libretto written 
by Zafar Francis, recounting the tale 
of Sufi poet Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. 
Having trained in both Eastern and 
Western classical traditions, Saira Pe-
ter has honed her craft under veter-
an UK vocal coach Paul Knight and 
through master classes with leading 
sopranos Rosemary Ashe, Louise 
Tucker, Sumi Jo and others. Over 
the years, she has introduced West-
ern audiences to the works of classi-
cal Sufi poets, including Shah Abdul 
Latif Bhittai, performing across Eu-
rope and the United States. Beyond 
performance, she heads NJ Arts, 
London, opened by Sir Cliff Rich-
ard OBE in 1998 and whose patrons 
include Jamal Shah. She also runs 
Saira Arts Academy, Lahore, where 
she is preparing Pakistan’s next 
generation of opera singers. APP

Saira enthralls Islamabad with 
spellbinding opera performance

Briefs
CCP 

authorizes 
acquisition 

of elite 
hospitality 

ventures by JS 
Hotel REIT

ISLAMABAD: The Compe-
tition Commission of Paki-
stan (CCP) has authorized 
the proposed acquisition of 
Elite Hospitality Ventures 
(Private) Limited by JS Hotel 
REIT. The approval has been 
granted under Section 11 of 
the Competition Act, 2010 
and the Competition (Merger 
Control) Regulations, 2016, 
a news release said here on 
Monday. JS Hotel REIT is 
a newly established Shari-
ah-compliant Hybrid REIT 
Scheme operating under 
the Real Estate Investment 
Trust Regulations, 2022.  It 
intended to acquire shares 
of Elite Hospitality Ventures 
through a Share Purchase 
Agreement.  The Target en-
tity is a Special Purpose Ve-
hicle formed to develop and 
operate a planned four-star 
“Hilton Garden Inn” hotel in 
Hyderabad.—APP

Nandipur 
power plant 

supports local 
school with 

new donations
ISLAMABAD: A team from 
the Nandipur 425/525 MW 
Combined Cycle Power Plant 
visited a local primary school 
in Nandipur, distributing new 
schoolbags and stationery 
to every student—another 
gesture of China’s contin-
ued care for the surrounding 
community. The visit follows 
an earlier initiative by the 
project team in which the 
school underwent major up-
grades, including renovated 
classrooms, repaired walls, 
and improved electrical sys-
tems, ensuring a safer and 
cleaner learning environ-
ment for children Gwadar 
Pro reported on Monday. 
The return visit was warmly 
welcomed by teachers and 
residents, who said the ges-
ture reaffirmed the compa-
ny’s long-term commitment 
to local education and stu-
dent well-being.  Community 
members expressed their 
gratitude, noting that “the 
power project has not only 
built a modern power plant 
but also lit a flame of hope in 
the hearts of our children.” 
Other remarked that the visit 
oshowed how “true partner-
ship connects people heart 
to heart.” Operated by Pow-
erChina, the Nandipur Power 
Plant continues to extend its 
role beyond energy produc-
tion, representing a broader 
approach to social responsi-
bility embedded across the 
company’s overseas projects. 
From improving school infra-
structure to supporting stu-
dents with essential supplies, 
the Chinese power company 
continues to turn the spirit of 
China–Pakistan friendship into 
practical actions that benefit lo-
cal communities.—APP

SSP reviews 
facilities 

across the 
Capital

ISLAMABAD: Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) 
Operations  Qazi Ali Raza  
visited Bahara Kahu, Phul-
gran, Shehzad Town and 
Nilore police stations, as 
well as various checkpoints 
across the federal capital, to 
inspect facilities, review per-
formance and assess secu-
rity arrangements. A police 
official told APP on Monday 
that the SSP Qazi inspect-
ed all sections of the police 
stations, including the front 
desk, record room and lock-
ups, and issued directions 
for the immediate improve-
ment of service delivery. He 
also met citizens present at 
the police stations and re-
viewed the facilities being 
provided to them.  SSP Qazi 
examined renovation works, 
development activities and 
various public-service initi-
atives under the Special Ini-
tiative Protocol. During the 
visit, Qazi Ali Raza listened 
to citizens’ concerns and in-
structed the relevant officers 
to ensure prompt resolution 
of complaints.  SSP Qazi di-
rected all officers to treat 
visitors and complainants 
with courtesy and respect, 
emphasizing that miscon-
duct or inappropriate behav-
ior towards senior citizens, 
women or children would not 
be tolerated. The SSP Opera-
tions also inspected security 
arrangements and check-
ing procedures at different 
checkpoints._APP

Physiotherapists 
stresses regular 

exercise
ISLAMABAD: To combat 
the effects of winter inactiv-
ity, physiotherapists Monday 
urge children, adults, and the 
elderly to embrace regular 
exercise and playful activi-
ties, strengthening muscles, 
protecting bones and staying 
healthy all season long While 
speaking to a media channel, 
Dr. Arif Siddiqui, a renowned 
physiotherapist emphasized 
the growing need for public 
awareness about maintaining 
regular physical activity dur-
ing winter, adding, reduced 
movement in colder months 
can lead to stiffness, muscle 
weakness, and other bone-re-
lated problems across all age 
groups.
Dr. Siddiqui explained that 
children, working adults, and 
the elderly are all susceptible 
to the negative effects of in-
activity. “Winter often keeps 
people indoors, but staying 
active is crucial to maintain-
ing muscle flexibility and 
bone strength,” he said He 
advised simple daily exer-
cises and playful routines to 
help combat these issues. 
The physiotherapist also 
called for communities to 
promote engaging activities 
that encourage movement. 
According to Dr. Siddiqui, 
even light exercises, stretch-
ing, and short outdoor walks 
can make a significant differ-
ence in preventing stiffness 
and improving overall health 
during the colder months.—
APP

PIA flights 
operating 
normally 

despite global 
airbus glitches

ISLAMABAD: PIA spokes-
person Abdullah Khan said 
on Monday that Pakistan 
International Airlines flights 
are operating normally, unaf-
fected by the software glitch-
es that have disrupted Air-
bus A320 fleets globally and 
assured passengers that the 
airline’s services remain reli-
able and on schedule across 
all domestic and internation-
al routes.
Speaking to a local media 
channel, PIA spokesperson 
Abdullah Khan clarified 
that Pakistan International 
Airlines flights are operat-
ing smoothly and on sched-
ule across all domestic and 
international routes.
He reassured passengers 
that the airline’s services 
remain unaffected by the 
software glitches current-
ly impacting Airbus A320 
fleets globally He further 
explained that PIA has ro-
bust systems and protocols 
in place to ensure opera-
tional continuity, empha-
sizing that passenger safe-
ty and punctuality remain 
the airline’s top priorities. 
“Our team continuously 
monitors all flights, and we 
have contingency measures 
ready to handle any techni-
cal issues,” he added.—APP

Cataract burden rising with 
diabetes, weak rural access
 Private surgery costs remain a major barrier, while public hospitals struggle with outdated equipment 

and long queues. He said provincial health systems should adopt routine diabetes screening, embed 
eye care in basic health units, and expand training to prevent avoidable blindness

DNA
 
RAWALPINDI:Pakistan’s cataract 
burden continues to rise despite 
an expansion in treatment facilities, 
driven by the fast-growing diabetes 
epidemic, an ageing population, 
malnutrition, ultraviolet exposure 
and late diagnosis. Prof Dr Sabihud-
din Ahmed, Head of the Cataract 
Department at Al Shifa Trust Eye 
Hospital, said these pressures are 
outpacing the system’s ability to 
deliver timely care, especially in ar-
eas with limited specialist coverage. 
He said closing the treatment gap 
requires a shift toward decentral-
ized services, including mandatory 

screening for diabetic patients and 
integrating basic eye exams into 
primary healthcare networks. He 
said doctors under the Al Shifa net-
work carry out about 8500 free cat-
aract surgeries every month across 
six hospitals. This expansion is 
donor-supported but remains insuf-
ficient as diabetes driven cataract 
rises. Pakistan ranks first globally 
in diabetes prevalence with 34.5 
million adults suffering from the 
disease, which could reach 70.2 mil-
lion by 2050. Provincial prevalence 
stands at 16 percent in Punjab, 15 
percent in Baluchistan, 14 percent 
in Sindh, and 11 percent in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. About 230000 Paki-
stanis die annually due to diabetes 

related complications.
Talking to the media, Prof Ahmed 
said the cataract surgical rate is 

now more than double the 2002 
level, yet millions remain untreat-
ed. There are about 570000 adults 
blind from cataract and 3.56 million 
with visual issues. Meeting needs 
by 2030 will require at least 1.84 
million surgeries annually. He said 
economic losses are widening be-
cause untreated cataract reduces 
labour participation, lowers house-
hold productivity, and increases 
dependency among older earners. 
WHO estimates show global pro-
ductivity losses of 411 billion dol-
lars from vision impairment. IN Pa-
kistan, the private sector performs 
42.4 percent of surgeries, NGOs 
39.9 percent, and the public sector 
17.7 percent, keeping most of the 

burden on non-state providers.
Pakistan has only 15 ophthalmol-
ogists per million population, far 
fewer than in developed countries. 
Many districts have none, and most 
specialists are urban-based, limiting 
rural access. He said women face 
mobility barriers, fewer financial re-
sources, and delayed hospital visits, 
resulting in higher untreated cata-
racts. Private surgery costs remain 
a major barrier, while public hospi-
tals struggle with outdated equip-
ment and long queues. He said pro-
vincial health systems should adopt 
routine diabetes screening, embed 
eye care in basic health units, and 
expand training to prevent avoida-
ble blindness.

Kohistani vows responsible resolution 
of coalition partners’ concerns

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Religious Affairs Khal-
il Das Kohistani on Monday declared his party’s commit-
ment to implementing reforms and resolving all issues 
with PPP and JUI-F, promising that differences will be 
managed through responsible dialogue and mutual re-
spect in the national interest, while stressing the Prime 
Minister’s clear focus on unity and forward movement 
Kohistani, while speaking exclusively with a private me-
dia channel, said that the 26th and 27th constitutional 
amendments were completed in full coordination with 
the PPP and JUI-F. He added that any future reforms 
or issues will also be taken to the parliamentary forum, 
ensuring mutual respect, cooperation, and a spirit of 
understanding among all coalition partners. During the 
conversation, he was asked about the National Finance 
Commission (NFC) matter. He responded that the gov-

ernment aims to address the issue responsibly, keeping 
all stakeholders on board and prioritizing consensus to 
achieve a fair and workable outcome for the provinces 
and the federation. He emphasized that the government 
remains committed to maintaining constructive engage-
ment with all parties to support national stability and 
progress. He further appreciated that from the days of 
the PDM government until now, Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif has been handling national matters with re-
sponsibility and maturity, consistently taking all allied 
parties into confidence. He added that this spirit of co-
operation will continue, as the government’s foremost 
priority remains the national interest. PML-N Leader 
Kohistani also praised the services of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, highlighting his consistent focus on re-
sponsible governance.—APP

Edu moot urges 
immediate policy reforms 

for quality learning
ISLAMABAD: An education conference organized by the Pakistan Alliance of Private Schools Associations (PAPSA) in 
Islamabad urged swift reforms in the education policy to promote quality learning, ensure the return of out-of-school 
children, and strengthen the role of private educational institutions. The conference was addressed by Chairman PAPSA, 
Sheikh Muhammad Akram along with other officials, and attended by representatives from district, divisional and provin-
cial bodies of private educational institutes, said a press release on Monday. Sheikh Muhammad Akram stressed the need 
for an immediate and comprehensive policy to bring the country’s approximately millions out-of-school children back into 
the mainstream education system. He also called for categorizing private educational institutions based on their fee struc-
tures, proposing that low-fee institutions be formally recognized as welfare organizations. He emphasized that the private 
sector must be given adequate representation in policy-making bodies at both federal and provincial levels.  Private insti-
tutions are committed to providing quality education, he said, expressing confidence in them to offer free education to 10 
percent of deserving students. Other speakers acknowledged the sector’s significant contribution to the overall improvement of 
education standards. Speakers emphasized that education forms the foundation of national development and reiterated that stronger 
public-private collaboration is essential for reforming and improving the education system.—DNA

Prime suspect in 
Martyr ASI case killed

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police on 
Monday exchanged fire with five armed suspects riding three 
motorcycles in the jurisdiction of Sabzi Mandi Police Station, 
resulting in the death of the prime suspect involved in the 
attack on martyred ASI Ali Akbar. An official told APP that the 
police team was conducting routine checking at a checkpoint 
when the armed suspects opened indiscriminate fire upon 
seeing the officers. Police, equipped with protective gear and 
bulletproof jackets, remained unharmed and immediately re-
turned fire. He said one of the suspects was critically injured 
by the firing of his own accomplices and later died at the hos-
pital. The deceased was identified as the main accused in the 
murderous attack on martyred ASI Ali Akbar. The police also 
recovered the martyr’s official pistol from his possession. He 
said that ASI Ali Akbar was martyred the previous day on IJP 
Road (Inter-Junction Principal Road) when unidentified assail-
ants opened fire on him. —APP

ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking interest in various items displayed on the occasion of Christmas Bazaar held at the Islamabad Serena Hotel. DNA
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Trump has delivered 
tangible results 

to the region
Nadim Shehadi

T he intensity of American reactions to President Donald Trump re-
mains intriguing. I saw it in Boston among both students and faculty 

during the traumatic 2016 elections. His victory was totally unexpected 
and there was an emotional, almost visceral response that transcended 
normal political disagreement. He was the establishment’s worst night-
mare and they projected all sorts of fears on to him. The same goes with 
the media. And this is still the case in his second term, with the polar-
ization persisting beyond what I would consider rational. Trump is un-
predictable, full of contradictions, breaks every rule and it is sometimes 
difficult to interpret what he means from what he says. I have made the 
effort. I listened to 20 interviews conducted with Trump by the journalist 
Bob Woodward while on mountain hikes in Greece and I may have gotten 
a feel of some patterns. But I still cannot claim to understand him.
No matter. We in the Middle East do not share America’s emotional 
extremes about Trump. As allies who depend on American partnership, 
the region’s leaders have to adjust and build a working relationship 
with whoever is in power. What concerns us more is the polarization 
itself — when foreign policy swings dramatically with each administra-
tion for what seem like purely domestic reasons. Trump may represent 
something genuinely revolutionary in American politics — a fundamen-
tal challenge to established norms and institutions. In the 2020 elec-
tion, Joe Biden received more than 90 percent of votes in Washington. 
This demonstrated how uniformly the permanent bureaucracy opposed 
Trump. The intelligence agencies, diplomatic corps, civil service, me-
dia and universities aligned against him with remarkable consistency.
Trump’s method is familiar to people around the Mediterranean but 
totally alien to societies like those in Northern Europe or the US.
Trump’s response was to bypass these institutions entirely, conducting 
governance through personal relationships rather than bureaucratic 
channels. His supporters see liberation from entrenched bureaucracy; 
his opponents see threats to democratic guardrails. The intensity re-
veals deeper conflicts about who holds power and how it should be 

exercised. Trump did not create America’s divisions, rather he has ex-
posed existing fault lines in the most unexpected places. What makes 
Trump revolutionary is his willingness to violate every convention. He 
dramatically says things that provoke outrage. He bypasses normal pol-
icy processes, makes announcements via social media and uses undip-
lomatic language. There is a parallel to Silicon Valley, which emerged 
by breaking established rules and challenging administrative authority. 
Rules can protect necessary standards but they can also become barri-
ers preserving existing power structures. Americans struggle with the 
question: Which rules did Trump break that were arbitrary constraints 
and which were fragile pillars of the democratic process?
Trump operates through personal relationships, loyalty and dramatic 
gestures rather than institutional process. This is a method that is fa-
miliar to people around the Mediterranean but totally alien to societies 
like those in Northern Europe or the US. A parade of foreign lead-
ers has been subjected to live Oval Office meetings. These would have 
normally been polite diplomatic photo ops for the media, but Trump 
turned them into reality TV on a dramatic scale. During Trump’s recent 
meeting with Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the crown prince 
stood firm about Saudi Arabia’s conditions for normalization with Isra-
el. Trump’s relational, theatrical approach is more Mediterranean or 
Middle Eastern than American institutional style.
From a regional perspective, Trump has delivered tangible results. 
Ending the Gaza war should have happened much earlier, but he did 
it as he said he would. While experts and political rivals often mock 
Trump’s foreign policy approach, he also delivered the Abraham Ac-
cords. Trump ignored the experts as well as the rules and whatever 
consensus stood in the way. He pursued direct relations with leaders, 
whether in Israel or the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan or Morocco. He achieved 
what generations of traditional diplomacy could not.
His relationship with the crown prince has followed similar patterns 
— partnership rather than patronage. His earlier withdrawal from the 
Iran nuclear deal aligned with regional security concerns. His current 
Gaza ceasefire efforts continue the same approach: personal engage-
ment and dramatic gestures in pursuit of the deal.
Arab policymakers have achieved significant gains under Trump — the 
Abraham Accords, partnership resets and maximum pressure on Iran. 
Yet, even while welcoming these moves, they have maintained careful 
contact with the Democratic Party, understanding that the pendulum 
will swing. The fundamental question is: Is America reliable when its 
foreign policy reverses completely every four to eight years based on 
domestic cultural wars that are unrelated to the region?
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Population: the silent crises

Swamy’s Tweet Leaves Modi Exposed

Dr M Ali Hamza

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

P OPULATION management is often 
misunderstood as an attempt to 
control reproduction. It is rather a 

broader strategy to harmonize population 
growth with national resources, econom-
ic capacity, and quality of life. It includes 
shaping demographic trends through 
education, health strategies, urban plan-
ning, economic incentives, and behavio-
ral change, aiming not merely for fewer 
people, but for better-prepared, better-ed-
ucated, and more productive populations.
Many countries faced population challeng-
es in recent past and tackled them effec-
tively. For instance, China initially used 
restrictive policies like the one-child law, 
but in recent years shifted to encouraging 
births due to aging demographics, showing 
that population policies must adapt over 
time. Bangladesh successfully reduced its 
fertility rate through grassroots education, 
community-based female health workers, 
and empowering women economically not 
just by providing contraceptives. Iran dras-
tically lowered fertility rates in the 1990s 
through premarital family planning cours-
es, high literacy among women, and wide-
spread reproductive health awareness. 
European countries, Japan, and South 
Korea today struggle with shrinking pop-
ulations, raising an important lesson: the 
objective is balance, not simply reduction. 
The global experience demonstrates that 
sustainable population management is not 
about coercion, it is about informed deci-
sion-making, long-term planning, gender 
empowerment, and economic alignment.
Pakistan is now the 5th most populous 
country in the world, with over 240 million 
citizens, and a youth-heavy demographic. 
While a young population can be a strate-
gic asset, it becomes a burden when job 
creation does not match workforce growth, 
education systems are overstretched, ur-
ban infrastructure is overloaded, health-

care resources are limited and agricultural 
land shrinks while food demand rises
Pakistan’s population grows by roughly 2% 
annually, meaning we add around 4 million 
people each year, equivalent to another Ka-
rachi every decade. No economy, however 
ambitious, can absorb such increases with-
out pressure on housing, employment, and 
public services. For Pakistan, the issue is 
not just population size; it is quality. Too 
many births occur in households unable to 
afford education, healthcare, or nutrition 
perpetuating cycles of poverty.
Why did past policies and population man-
agement plans fail? Pakistan has intro-
duced many policies, written many frame-
works, and signed many declarations. Yet 
implementation lags for key reasons like 
i) cultural and religious sensitivities; as 
family planning is often misunderstood 
as anti-family or anti-faith, ii) low female 
literacy; studies have established the fact 
that women’s empowerment strongly cor-
relates with reduced fertility, iii) weak 
health communication: policies exist on 
paper but don’t reach rural communities 
effectively, iv) inconsistent political will 
because government restarts the conver-
sation rather than continuing a long-term 
roadmap, v) perception of children as eco-
nomic security; as in poor households, 
more children mean more potential earn-
ers, vi) rural-urban disparity; stats show 
that urban fertility is declining, while rural 
fertility remains high. Though each reason 
is a contributing factor and needs serious 
deliberation, but in the context of Pakistan 
cultural/religious sensitivities and women 
empowerment appears to be a larger con-
tributor to the problem.
Our policy makers and executors must rec-
ognize the fact that population management 
is far more than distributing pills, devices, 
or running isolated and irregular campaigns. 
It is about changing mindset, and indeed it 

never happens with a magic wand. 
Changing the mindset of a society is a grad-
ual, layered process that involves education, 
leadership, cultural evolution, and real-life 
demonstration of improved outcomes. It 
begins with awareness, where people are 
introduced to new perspectives through 
public dialogue, evidence-based communi-
cation, media engagement, and educational 
content. The next step is community-level 
engagement, because mindsets rarely shift 
through national messaging alone. Trusted 
figures such as teachers, religious scholars, 
community elders, and healthcare workers 
play a central role in reshaping norms. When 
messages are delivered through familiar 
voices, they carry greater legitimacy and ac-
ceptance. Then comes policy alignment and 
leadership example. Government programs, 
school curricula, economic incentives, and 
local support systems need to reinforce the 
desired values: it signals that the mindset 
shift is not just aspirational but institution-
al. Another critical phase is real-life rein-
forcement. When smaller families witness 
improved household stability, better child 
development, financial relief, and upward 
mobility, these visible improvements vali-
date the mindset shift. Others observe these 
results and replicate the choices. Finally, the 
mindset truly transforms when it becomes 
self-sustaining; when societal norms, peer 
expectations, and cultural identity begin en-
dorsing the new thinking. Over time, what 
once required persuasion becomes common 
sense, and society internalizes a new vision 
of progress, opportunity, and responsible 
planning. Look at history, social mindset 
never changed with a magic wand, but with 
clarity, commitment and consistency.
The big question is, who is going to do it? 
And simple answer is ‘WE’, the people. 

– Author is a strategy and 
communication professional, and can 

be reached at mali.hamza@yahoo.com

P UBLIC life, especially in South Asia, has long 
been shaped by the uneasy intersection of 
personal morality, political authority, and the 

public’s expectation of virtue from those who govern. 
In recent days, Indian politics has been unsettled by 
a series of remarks posted on X (formerly Twitter) 
by veteran politician and economist Subramanian 
Swamy. In one such post, Swamy suggested that “It 
will be difficult for Modi to avoid the Blackmail of US 
and Modi, using the ugly sex revelations of Hardip 
Puri, Modi’s former Cabinet Minister. Modi claims 
to be a Brahmachari, but in truth he is a Bachelor 
who has had flings with women, willing or unwilling. 
The US agencies have the photos to blackmail. This 
hurts India’s national interests”.
The idea that the personal life of a national leader 
might intersect with matters of state is neither new 
nor unique to India. Yet Swamy’s intervention carries 
weight because it comes from a figure long known for 
his insider knowledge, frankness, and unpredictability. 
Whether one agrees with his assertions or dismisses 
them as political provocation, they have undeniably 
opened a debate on the delicate boundaries between 
private conduct and public responsibility. In a geopo-
litical environment as complex as India’s, even the per-
ception that a leader could be susceptible to external 
manipulation becomes a matter of strategic concern.
India’s political history offers numerous examples 
where the personal lives of national icons were wo-
ven—fairly or unfairly—into political narratives. Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s lifelong experiments with celibacy 
remain a subject of historical debate, puzzling ad-
mirers and critics alike. His unconventional practic-
es, carried out in the pursuit of spiritual discipline, 
were questioned even by his close associates. Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s deep and openly affectionate friend-
ship with Edwina Mountbatten became a recurring 
theme in popular writing, academic discussion, and 
political gossip, despite the absence of credible 
evidence suggesting impropriety. Later decades 

saw regional leaders ensnared in scandals, some 
grounded in fact, others designed for political take-
downs. The Indian electorate, while often tolerant 
of human imperfections, has not been indifferent to 
the moral halo traditionally expected of its leaders.
What differentiates the present moment from earlier 
eras is the unprecedented power of digital commu-
nication. A comment posted online—whether meas-
ured or reckless—can shape global perceptions within 
minutes. Allegations that once required months of 
political manoeuvring now travel instantly, creating 
narratives that policymakers, diplomats, and security 
institutions must urgently address. Even if the under-
lying claims lack verification, the velocity of modern 
discourse ensures that their political impact precedes 
their factual scrutiny.
From a national security perspective, Swamy’s impli-
cation—that hypothetical personal secrets could be 
used by foreign powers to influence India’s highest 
office—raises disturbing questions. It suggests a sce-
nario in which statecraft might be compromised not 
by ideology or policy failure but by the vulnerabilities 
of individuals. Such a prospect, even as a theoretical 
concern, invites deeper reflection on the institutional 
safeguards that protect democratic governance.
History shows that scandals—real, perceived, or 
fabricated—often become turning points in Indian 
politics. Indira Gandhi’s Emergency-era decisions, 
Rajiv Gandhi’s entanglement in the Bofors con-
troversy, and the scandals involving various chief 
ministers all shifted political trajectories, in some 
cases altering the direction of the nation. When 
moral allegations become entangled with political 
contestation, they seldom remain confined to pri-
vate criticism; they spill into questions of govern-
ance, legitimacy, and public trust.
The current episode, driven by Swamy’s comments, 
may influence the future of Indian politics in several 
possible ways. First, it may intensify internal tensions 
within the ruling party, especially if the controversy 

fuels debates over leadership direction, succession, 
or ideological purity. Second, it may embolden oppo-
sition parties to frame new narratives around trans-
parency, accountability, and character, themes that 
have often resonated with India’s middle and urban 
classes. Third, it may shape India’s diplomatic pos-
ture if foreign governments perceive political fragility 
or internal discord at the top.
Yet beyond the immediate political ripples lies a 
broader truth; modern democracies often expect 
their leaders to embody moral perfection, even 
though history repeatedly shows that statesmen, 
like all human beings, are complex, flawed, and 
sometimes contradictory. The danger lies not in 
acknowledging this humanity but in allowing unveri-
fied allegations to overshadow critical issues of poli-
cy, governance, and national strategy. When political 
discourse becomes dominated by personal insinua-
tion rather than substantive debate, the democrat-
ic process itself is diminished. India today aspires 
to great-power status, seeking a central role on the 
global stage. Such ambition requires political stabili-
ty, institutional maturity, and a leadership that com-
mands confidence both domestically and interna-
tionally. Allegations—whether rooted in fact or born 
of rivalry—must therefore be handled with serious-
ness, transparency, and due process. Neither blind 
acceptance nor dismissive rhetoric strengthens the 
nation; only truth, accountability, and institutional 
robustness do. Whether Swamy’s remarks prove to 
be a fleeting controversy or a catalyst for deeper po-
litical shifts will become clear in time. What already 
stands revealed, however, is the immense power of 
digital communication to reshape national conversa-
tions and the enduring importance of integrity—both 
perceived and real—in the life of a democracy. In 
India’s political theatre, where personalities are as 
consequential as policies, the intersection of private 
life and public duty will remain a subject of scrutiny, 
speculation, and debate for years to come.
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RANCHI: Star batsman Virat Kohli hit a record-extending 
52nd one-day century to set up India’s 17-run win over a 
spirited South Africa in the first match on Sunday.
Kohli’s 135 came off 120 balls and he shared a second-wick-
et partnership of 136 with fellow stalwart Rohit Sharma to 
set India on course for 349-8 in the eastern city of Ranchi.
Corbin Bosch made a valiant 67 off 51 balls as South Africa 
fought until almost the end. Entering the 50th over, the vis-
itors needed 18 for victory with one wicket left. Bosch fell 
on the second ball and the South Africa were 332 all out.
Matthew Breetzke, who made 72, and Marco Jansen, 
with 70, put on a fighting stand of 97 for the sixth wicket 
to revived the chase after South Africa slipped to 11-3 
and then 77-4. Left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav 
stood out with figures of 4-68 in the high-scoring con-
test. His double strike to remove Jansen and Breetzke in 
the space of three balls was the turning point for India 
who took 1-0 lead in the three-match series.
The 37-year-old Kohli remained the hero with his 83rd 
ton across the three international formats after he 
raised his hundred with a boundary off Jansen and 
lifted his bat to a raucous home crowd.
An Indian fan breached security and raced to the pitch to 
touch Kohli’s feet before he was dragged away.

Kohli has the most ODI hundreds, with Indian great Sachin 
Tendulkar second with 49.
The Indian cricket star tops the list of hundreds in a single 
format with Tendulkar’s count in Tests being 51.
Kohli and 38-year-old Sharma, who made 57, only play the 
50-over format after they retired from T20 and Test cricket.
Their presence boosted India, led by KL Rahul in the ab-
sence of the injured Shubman Gill, after a 2-0 Test white-
wash against South Africa.
Sharma lost fellow opener Yashasvi Jaiswal early for 18 but 
Kohli walked in to a huge roar from a 38,000-strong capac-
ity crowd. The pair steadied the innings and then took on 
the bowlers before Sharma was trapped lbw by Jansen.
Sharma hit three sixes in his 51-ball knock. That took 
him to 352 sixes in this format, overtaking Pakistan bat-
ter Shahid Afridi’s recird of 351.
Kohli switched gears soon after reaching his first hun-
dred since February.
He hit off-spinner Prenelan Subrayen for two fours and two 
sixes in a 21-run 39th over.
He finally fell to Nandre Burger, caught by Ryan Rickelton, 
after hitting 11 fours and seven sixes.
Rahul kept up the attack with 60 off 56 balls, while Ravin-
dra Jadeja made 32 off 20. – Agencies

Kohli hits century as India beat SA in first ODI
Virat Kohli’s Record 52nd ODI Century Powers India to Thrilling 17-Run Victory Over South Africa 
as Kuldeep Yadav Shines and Late Fightback Falls Short in High-Scoring Series Opener On Sunday
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such as religious perspec-
tives and appreciated contri-
butions by leading religious 
scholars who have clarified 
misconceptions around pop-
ulation management. He 
said that Pakistan cannot shy 
away from action, especially 
when evidence-based guid-
ance is available and con-
sensus is emerging among 
credible voices. Referring 
to economic challenges, 
the Minister reiterated that 
climate impacts are already 
affecting growth, with re-
cent flooding expected to 
shave 0.5 percent off GDP 
this year. He said popula-
tion pressures similarly con-
strain real economic gains, 
as higher growth figures 
lose meaning if population 
expansion is not managed. 
He highlighted that real pro-
gress hinges on harnessing 
the population dividend, 
particularly the youth, who 
make up 64 percent of the 
population. He emphasised 
that economic transforma-
tion will come not from gov-
ernment jobs but from free-
lancers, IT professionals and 
young innovators leading 
Pakistan’s digital economy. 

CDF 
notification 
cannot be 
issued...
From Page 01

this [speculations regarding 
CDF appointment] — let 
them,” the interior minister 
quipped. In a similar state-
ment, Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif on Sunday dis-
missed speculation about 
a notification for the ap-
pointment of the CDF, say-
ing the announcement will 
be made in due time. The 
government introduced the 
CDF post through the 27th 
Constitutional Amendment 
earlier this month. “There 
is unnecessary and irre-
sponsible speculation about 
CDF notification. Please be 
informed that the process 
has been initiated. PM is re-
turning shortly,” Asif wrote 
in a post on X. The defence 
minister said a notification 
in this regard would be 
issued in due course, em-
phasising that there was 
“no room for conjecture

Official 
process 

underway, 
says law...

From Page 01
Staff Committee (CJCSC), 
which formally ended on 
November 27. It will be a 
dual-hatted position com-
bined with the office of the 
army chief. A day prior, 
Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif said the notification 
would be issued “in the due 
course of time” and urged 
people to refrain from spec-
ulation. Speaking to report-
ers at the Pakistan National 
Arts Council, Tarar said, 
“The notification will hap-
pen; there’s nothing for 
you or me to worry about. 
He’s holding the office in 
all respects.” The minis-
ter elaborated that official 
processes are underway 
to issue the notification.

KP CM 
dares 

Centre...
From Page 01

KP government, the in-
formation minister said: 
“When governance is poor, 
such discussions begin.” 
Speaking on the floor of 
the National Assembly, 
Law Minister Azam Nazeer 
Tarar said that the gover-
nor’s rule is part of the 
Constitution and the law. 
“Using the government’s 
machinery to attack Islam-
abad is an unconstitutional 
act,” he added. The law 
minister said that the lead-
ership of PPP and PML-N 
was targeted multiple times 
but they didn’t cross the 
line on the injustices done 
to them. During his inter-
action with journalists out-
side the Parliament House, 
Senator Faisal Vawda said 
that if lawlessness contin-
ues, governor’s rule could 
be imposed in KP. Vawda 
— once a close aide of PTI 
founder Imran Khan — em-
phasised that the provincial 
chief minister should per-
form his duties responsibly.

Pakistan rout Sri Lanka to 
clinch T20 tri-series final

Pakistan Clinch Tri-Nation Series Title as Bowlers Spark Sri Lanka Collapse 
and Saim Ayub, Babar Azam Seal Comfortable Six-Wicket Win Ahead of 

World Cup Preparations in Dominant Rawalpindi Final Performance

RAWALPINDI: A fine show by bowlers, 
backed well by batters Saim Ayub and Ba-
bar Azam, steered Pakistan to a comforta-
ble six-wicket victory against Sri Lanka in 
the tri-nation series final at the Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium on Saturday.
Chasing a modest 115 for victory, the 
hosts came home in 18.4 overs thanks 
to Saim (36 off 33 balls). Babar (37 not 
out off 34) played an exquisite cut shot 
through point off pacer Dushmantha 
Chameera for a boundary to complete a 
well-deserved victory. Mohammad Nawaz 
won the Player of the Match, as well as 
Player of the Series.
“To deliver when the team requires you 
is very important,” he said in the post-
match presentation. “I plan with the 
coaches and try to keep it simple be-
cause as a fingerspinner, you don’t have 

many options. So I try to read the game 
and bowl accordingly.
Speaking on his batting, he said: “I try 
to see what the situations demands: to 
build a partnership or attack. So I try to 
play accordingly.“ Skipper Salman Agha 
was pleased with his side’s performance 
ahead of the World Cup.
“It was a great performance from us. This 
has been very good two months for us, 
against South Africa and Sri Lanka. We 
have been doing well in both ODIs and 
T20Is,” he said after the match.
“Before going to the World Cup, you want 
your 15 ready. If anything happens to your 
main players, you want to have the back-up 
ready. So we are giving chances to every-
one. “I think we are pretty much ready for 
the World Cup. We still have six games be-
fore the World Cup to try out things if we 

want but think we are pretty much clear on 
our 15 players.” Sri Lanka skipper Dasun 
Shanaka said his side needed to fine-tune 
their game ahead of the next series.
“We expected the wicket to play better than 
this but they also bowled well in the middle 
overs. We couldn’t have taken some chanc-
es: right-handers getting out to the left-arm 
spinner and left-hander to offspinner,” he 
said after the match.
“We need to fine-tune our game ahead of 
the next series. Mishara, Nissanka, Kusal 
Mendis, Chameera, Maheesh, Hasaranga 
were the positives. And we showed good 
intent int he field.“
Earlier, Pakistan bowlers made a spectacu-
lar comeback to dismiss Sri Lanka for a pal-
try 114. After being sent in to bat, Shana-
ka’s side dominated the proceedings in the 
first half of their innings, reaching a solid 

81-1 in 10 overs before they faced a dramat-
ic collapse. Spinners Mohammad Nawaz 
(3-17), Abrar Ahmed (2-18) and Saim Ayub 
Ayub (1-17) checked the Sri Lankan pro-
gress while fast bowler Shaheen Shah Afri-
di (3-18 off three overs) mopped up the tail.
The Sri Lankans were eventually dismissed 
in 19.1 overs when pacer Salman Mirza 
cleaned up Dushmantha Chameera.
TEAMS: Pakistan: Sahibzada Farhan, 
Saim Ayub, Babar Azam, Salman Agha (C), 
Fakhar Zaman, Usman Khan (wk), Moham-
mad Nawaz, Faheem Ashraf, Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Salman Mirza, Abrar Ahmed
Sri Lanka: Pathum Nissanka, Kamil Mis-
hara, Kusal Mendis (wk), Kusal Perera, 
Janith Liyanage, Dasun Shanaka (C), 
Pavan Rathnayake, Wanindu Hasaranga, 
Dushmantha Chameera, Maheesh Theek-
shana, Eshan Malinga. – APP

On the battlefield or in sport, our soldiers 
glorify the nation’s pride: Rana Mashhood

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan congratulated 
Pakistan Army’s three athletes who won bronze medals 
at the World Fitness Challenge & Bodybuilding Cham-
pionship held in Khobar, Saudi Arabia.  The champion-
ship saw competitors from 57 countries in the men’s 
events and 18 countries in the women’s events, where 
Pakistan impressed with skill, strength, and discipline. 
The medalists included Sadaf Siddiqui, who won the 
bronze medal in the Women’s Masters category. Ha-
waldar Maqbool Ahmed secured bronze in the Men’s 
Individual Masters event and Inamullah claimed the 
bronze medal in the Men’s Seniors category.
Rana Mashhood said the athletes displayed “exceptional 
resilience and unmatched focus” throughout the champi-
onship. He added, “Whether in war or on the playground, 
our soldiers emerge as winners,” emphasizing that Paki-
stan’s strength shines both in uniform and in competition.
He praised the Army’s tradition of excellence and said 
the achievement has lifted the nation’s pride.
The medals have once again highlighted Pakistan’s pres-
ence on the global sports stage. “These young athletes are 
role models for every Pakistani,” he said. He noted that 
their dedication reflects the spirit and talent of the coun-

try’s youth. Rana Mashhood said the victory is a powerful 
reminder of what Pakistani athletes can achieve with hard 
work and passion. “Their courage, consistency, and com-
mitment shine through every medal,” he added.
The nation continues to celebrate the three bronze medal-
ists, who have raised Pakistan’s flag with honour and re-
minded the world that the country’s defenders are also 
champions beyond the battlefield. – APP

Imran 
Khan’s 

sons voice 
fears for 
his safety 

From Page 01
communication for a couple 
of months. “Today, we have 
no verifiable information 
at all about his condition,” 
the son added. “Our great-
est fear is that something 
irreversible is being hidden 
from us.” The family has re-
peatedly sought access for 
Imran’s personal physician, 
who has not been allowed to 
examine him for more than 
a year, he added. The interi-
or ministry did not respond 
to a request for comment. 
Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, a jail official told 
Reuters that Imran was in 
good health, adding that he 
was not aware of any plan 
for a move to a higher-secu-
rity facility. Khan, 72, has 
been in jail since August 
2023, convicted in a string 
of cases that he says were 
politically driven following 
his ouster in a 2022 par-
liamentary vote. His first 
conviction centred on accu-
sations that he unlawfully 
sold gifts received in office, 
in a proceeding widely re-
ferred to as the Toshakhana 
case. Later verdicts added 
lengthy jail terms, including 
10 years on accusations of 
leaking a diplomatic cable 
and 14 years in a separate 
graft case tied to the Al-Qa-
dir Trust, a charity project 
prosecutors say figured in 
improper land deals. Im-
ran’s party, the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), says 
the prosecutions aim to 
exclude him from public 
life and elections. Family 
anxiety deepened by lack 
of information The family 
says the lack of communi-
cation has fuelled fears over 
what it calls a deliberate 
effort to push Khan out of 
public sight. “This isolation 
is intentional,” Kasim said, 
referring to the authorities 
he believes are keeping his 
father cut off. “They are 
scared of him. He is Paki-
stan’s most popular leader, 
and they know they cannot 
defeat him democratically.”

Situation 
ripe for 

Governor 
rule in KP

From Page 01
He argued that if the condi-
tions merit it, then it was 
within the Constitution to 
implement it. Similarly, In-
formation Minister Attaullah 
Tarar also told reporters, “It 
is a constitutional option that 
is available to every govern-
ment, so such discussions 
arise when governance is 
weak. Let’s see how matters 
proceed.” Meanwhile, Minis-
ter of State for Interior Talal 
Chaudhary advised CM Afri-
di not to exacerbate friction 
between the Centre and the 
province. Chaudhry said the 
federal government had tried 
to keep the KP chief minister 
on board with every devel-
opment related to terrorism 
and other issues, adding that 
CM Afridi should fulfil his 
responsibilities as the provin-
cial chief executive and de-
sist from “political point scor-
ing” at every opportunity. KP 
Governor Faisal Karim Kundi 
had called on Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif last week to 
discuss matters concerning 
the province, including the 
imposition of governor’s rule. 

Israel targets 
Gaza in 

violation of  
Gaza truce
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he Israeli army said Sunday 
that it had killed more than 
40 Palestinian fighters over 
the past week in operations 
targeting tunnels near Rafah 
in the Gaza Strip. Earlier in 
the day, the army announced 
it had killed four people 
emerging from underground 
in the territory´s southern-
most city overnight. Doz-
ens of Hamas fighters are 
holed up in southern Gaza’s 
tunnels, beneath areas con-
trolled by the Israeli military. 
Over the past 40 days, troops 
have been concentrating 
their efforts around eastern 
Rafah, “with the aim of dis-
mantling the underground 
tunnel routes that remain 
in the area and bringing 
about the elimination of the 
terrorists hiding out within 
them”, the military said in 
a statement. It added that 
“more than 40 terrorists 
were eliminated” in the last 
week. “Additionally, dozens 
of tunnel shafts and terror-
ist infrastructure sites, both 
above and below ground, 
were dismantled in the area.”

F1 set for final-race showdown as 
Verstappen exploits McLaren blunder

LUSAIL: The three-way F1 title fight 
will go down to the last race of the 
season after Max Verstappen took full 
advantage of a McLaren blunder to 
win the Qatar Grand Prix on Sunday.
The Red Bull driver made an imme-
diate pit stop during an early safety 
car intervention, when McLaren duo 
Oscar Piastri and Lando Norris stayed 
out, and he capitalised by driving with 
cool precision to triumph in convinc-
ing style. His win lifted him into sec-
ond place in the title race with 396 
points, 12 behind championship lead-
er Norris, who finished fourth.
Pole-sitter Piastri slipped to third in 
the standings but trimmed his deficit 
to Norris to 16 points with one race 
remaining in Abu Dhabi next Sunday, 
where Verstappen has won four times 
in the last five years. “It’s all possi-
ble,” said Verstappen, who is chasing 
a fifth successive world title.

Britain’s Norris still has his nose in 
front heading to Abu Dhabi and will 
take the title with a podium finish, no 
matter what his rivals do.
Dutchman Verstappen came home 
7.995 seconds ahead of Piastri with 
Carlos Sainz third for Williams, ahead 
of Norris and the Mercedes pair of 
Kimi Antonelli and George Russell.
It was Verstappen’s seventh win of the 
season, his third in succession in Qatar 
and 70th of his career. “That was an in-
credible race for us,” said Verstappen, 
who had written off his title hopes at 
the end of August before embarking 
on a sequence of results that turned a 
104-point deficit to Piastri into a four-
point advantage. Piastri ‘speechless’ 
“We made the right call as a team to 
box under the safety car and it was 
scrappy, but we got there in the end.”
Red Bull’s race strategist Hannah 
Schmitz joined Verstappen on the po-

dium to mark her part in his success.
Australia’s Piastri, who had a potential 
win taken from him by poor decisions, 
said: “I’m speechless. I have no words.
“Clearly we didn’t get it right tonight. 
I drove the best race I could and there 
was nothing left out there.
“In hindsight it’s pretty obvious what 
we should have done, but we’ll discuss 
it as a team. It’s obviously tough to swal-
low.” At lights out Piastri surged clear 
with a near-perfect start from pole. Be-
hind him, Verstappen swooped to pass 
Norris round the outside of Turn One. 
On lap seven Sauber’s Nico Hulkenberg 
tagged Pierre Gasly’s Alpine and spun 
off, prompting a safety car. Verstappen 
pitted immediately from second for 
fresh mediums, but the McLaren pair 
stayed out — effectively missing out on 
a “free stop” in a race where two stops 
were mandatory because of a 25-lap lim-
it for each set of tyres. – Agencies

World Kickboxing 
C’ship concludes 

with Emirati success
ABU DHABI: Emirati fighters are celebrating success in 
both the seniors’ and masters’ divisions of the WAKO World 
Kickboxing Championship. Organized by the UAE Muay 
Thai and Kickboxing Federation at ADNEC Abu Dhabi, the 
event was held over six days and saw 2,000 athletes from 
150 countries, representing five continents, taking part.
It is the first year the championship has been held outside 
Europe and in the Middle East. The UAE’s national team 
claimed a total of 25 medals — nine gold, seven silver and 
nine bronze, representing the country’s best result in its 
world championship history. This edition also recorded 
the largest-ever UAE delegation, featuring 92 male and 
female athletes across various divisions and weight cate-
gories. This included the People of Determination team, 
whose outstanding performance contributed significant-
ly to the UAE’s medal tally. Abdullah Saeed Al-Neyadi, 
vice president of the International Muay Thai Federation 
and chairman of the UAE Muay Thai and Kickboxing 
Federation and Asian and Arab Muay Thai Federations, 
said: “We are proud of the historic achievements of our 
national team in this global championship. – Agencies

Mbappe matches 
Ronaldo with rare  

Real Madrid landmark
K ylian Mbappe has become the second Real Madrid 

player, after Cristiano Ronaldo, to score 53 or more 
goals in a calendar year. The Frenchman achieved the 
milestone during a 1-1 draw against Girona, scoring the 
goal for his team. Mbappe is in brilliant form and continues 
to break or match the records of his idol, Ronaldo at Ma-
drid, and added another one on Sunday, November 30. The 
Frenchman achieved the landmark in his first full calendar 
year with the Spanish club; the Portuguese star has done it 
five times in his nine seasons at the club. The achievement 
comes just days after Mbappe joined an exclusive list of 
four players who scored four goals in a UEFA Champions 
League match for Real Madrid. The former PSG player 
netted the ball four times in a match against Olympiacos 
on November 27. Ronaldo did it against Malmö in the 
2015/16 campaign. In the same match, the French striker 
also broke Ronaldo’s record of fastest hat-trick, scoring it 
in seven minutes. While the Portugal captain had done it 
in 11 minutes against Malmö in an 8-0 win in 2015/16. Ear-
lier this season, Mbappe spoke about Ronaldo, saying he 
is his role model and the reference point at Real Madrid. 
“Cristiano has always been a role model for me. I’m lucky 
enough to talk to him, he gives me advice, he’s helped me. 
I think in Madrid he’s still the number one. – Agencies
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Islamabad: During the 
ongoing Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) efforts in Sri Lanka, 
the embarked Z-9 helicopter 
on Pakistan Navy Ship SAIF 
conducted rescue operations 
in the flooded Kotikawatta 
area. During search and res-
cue operation a  stranded fam-
ily for the last five days, includ-
ing a 7-month-old infant were 
safely recovered from a roof-
top. Subsequently, the evacu-
ated family  was transported 
to safe location in coordination 
with local authorities. The suc-
cessful conduct of rescue oper-
ation is a testimony of Pakistan 
Navy’s professionalism and 
commitment to international 
obligations.  Pakistan Navy 
Ship SAIF with embarked hel-
icopter is on overseas deploy-
ment to Sir Lanka.

PN evacuates family stranded in Sri Lanka floods

Briefs
Zelensky 

meets 
Macron to 
shore up 

support for 
Ukraine 

PARIS: Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky meets 
French counterpart Em-
manuel Macron in Paris on 
Monday, seeking to shore 
up European support as US 
President Donald Trump 
expressed optimism of a 
deal to end Russia’s war in 
Ukraine US and Ukraini-
an negotiators held hours 
of what both sides called 
“productive” talks in Flor-
ida on Sunday on a plan 
Washington wants to form 
the basis of a peace deal be-
tween Russia and Ukraine. 
The diplomatic flurry after 
nearly four years of con-
flict comes as Kyiv battles 
military pressure and reels 
from a domestic corruption 
scandal that forced Zelen-
sky to remove his close aide 
and top negotiator. The 
Ukrainian leader has been 
a regular visitor to Paris 
since Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion in Feb-
ruary 2022 — this latest 
visit due to get under way 
at 10:00 am (0900 GMT). 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot said in 
comments to the La Trib-
une Dimanche newspaper 
on Sunday that the meeting 
aimed “to move the nego-
tiations forward.” “Peace 
is within reach, if (Russian 
President) Vladimir Putin 
abandons his delusional 
hope of reconstituting 
the Soviet empire by first 
subjugating Ukraine,” he 
added. Washington put 
forward an initial 28-point 
proposal to halt the war, 
drafted without input from 
Ukraine’s European allies 
and regarded as too close 
a reflection of Moscow’s 
maximalist demands on 
Ukrainian territory.—APP

PSX 
witnesses 

bullish trend, 
gains 1,384 

points
ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) on Monday witnessed 
bullish run, surging by 
1,384.50 points, a positive 
change of 0.83 percent, to 
close at 168,062.19 points 
compared to 166,677.70 
points on the previous trad-
ing day, according to PSX 
data The ready market re-
corded a trading volume of 
735.52 million shares valu-
ing Rs46.18 billion, up from 
592.74 million shares worth 
Rs41.96 billion in the previ-
ous session. Market capitali-
zation also rose to Rs19.032 
trillion from Rs18.866 
trillion. Out of 484 active 
companies, 278 closed 
higher, 162 declined, while 
44 remained unchanged. 
The leading companies 
in terms of ready-market 
turnover were F. National 
Equities with 70.03 million 
shares, followed by Beco 
Steel Limited with 42.56 
million shares, and World-
Call Telecom with 41.72 
million shares. The top 
gainers were PIA Holding 
Company Limited-B, which 
increased by Rs379.00 to 
close at Rs24,356.00, and 
Hoechst Pakistan Limited, 
rising by Rs56.29 to close 
at Rs4,257.02. APP

Rupee gains 
02 paisa 

against US 
Dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Monday appreciated by 
02 paisa against the US Dol-
lar in interbank trading and 
closed at Rs 280.50 com-
pared to the previous day’s 
closing at Rs 280.52.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates 
of the Dollar in the open mar-
ket were recorded at Rs 281.5 
and Rs 283, respectively The 
price of the Euro increased by 
Rs1.08 to close at Rs 325.77, 
from the previous day’s close 
of Rs 324.69, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). 
The Japanese Yen went up by 
01 paisa to close at Rs 1.80, 
whereas the exchange rate of 
the British Pound witnessed 
an increase of 27 paisa and 
closed at Rs 370.88 compared 
to the previous day’s Rs370.61. 
The exchange rate of the 
Emirates Dirham remained 
unchanged and closed at Rs 
76.37, and the Saudi Riyal de-
clined by 02 paisa to close at 
Rs 74.75.—APP

Jordan, Japan 
chiefs of 

staff discuss 
expanding 

coop
LONDON: Maj. Gen. Yousef 
Huneiti, the Jordanian chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs, met 
his Japanese counterpart, 
Gen. Hiroaki Uchikura, in Am-
man to discuss military coop-
eration. The meeting held on 
Sunday at the General Com-
mand headquarters focused 
on military training, the ex-
change of expertise between 
Jordan and Japan, and regional 
and international issues of mu-
tual interest. Huneiti highlight-
ed the Jordan Armed Forces’ 
efforts to support Palestinians 
in Gaza through relief, medical 
care and food assistance, as 
well as its missions to enhance 
regional security, according to 
Petra news agency. He praised 
strong Jordanian-Japanese re-
lations and said their defense 
partnership supports global 
security efforts. Uchikura 
highlighted Japan’s commit-
ment to enhancing military 
cooperation with Jordan, espe-
cially in training and expertise 
exchange, Petra added.—APP

Hong Kong 
arrests 13 for 

apartment 
tower fire

HONG KONG: Hong Kong 
authorities said on Monday 
they had detained 13 people 
for suspected manslaughter 
in a probe into the city’s dead-
liest fire in decades, pointing 
to substandard renovation ma-
terials for fueling a blaze that 
has claimed at least 146 lives. 
Police have completed sweeps 
of four of the seven towers en-
gulfed in Wednesday’s disaster 
at the Wang Fuk Court estate, 
finding bodies of residents in 
stairwells and on rooftops, 
trapped as they tried to flee 
the flames. Around 40 people 
are still missing. Tests on sev-
eral samples of a green mesh 
that was wrapped around bam-
boo scaffolding on the build-
ings at the time of the blaze 
did not match fire retardant 
standards, officials overseeing 
the investigations told a news 
conference. Contractors work-
ing on the renovations used 
these substandard materials in 
hard-to-reach areas, effectively 
hiding them from inspectors, 
said Chief Secretary Eric 
Chan. Foam insulation used 
by contractors also fanned 
the flames and fire alarms at 
the complex were not working 
properly, officials have said. 
Thousands have turned out to 
pay tribute to the victims, who 
include at least nine domestic 
helpers from Indonesia and 
one from the Philippines, with 
lines of mourners stretching 
more than a kilometer (a half-
mile) along a canal next to the 
estate. APP

Landmine 
casualties 

swell amid ban 
challenges

GENEVA: New land mine 
use in Myanmar, Ukraine and 
other conflicts coupled with 
funding cuts for clearance 
saw casualty numbers surge 
in 2024, a monitor said Mon-
day, warning the international 
ban faced “unprecedented 
challenges.”According to the 
Landmine Monitor, 6,279 peo-
ple were wounded or killed by 
land mines and explosive rem-
nants of war (ERW) across 52 
countries and areas last year. 
Civilians — nearly half of them 
children — made up 90 percent 
of global casualties, it said. The 
number of overall casualties, 
which included 1,945 people 
killed, was nearly 500 more 
than a year earlier and marked 
the highest annual figure since 
2020. The report “reveals a 
stark reality: civilians are bear-
ing the consequences, as ef-
forts to clear mined areas face 
waning global donor support 
for essential humanitarian 
activities,” the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines 
(ICBL) cautioned in a state-
ment. The organization also 
decried “unprecedented chal-
lenges” to the long-standing in-
ternational ban on land mines 
after five NATO countries an-
nounced in March they would 
quit the treaty amid fears over 
“Russian aggression. “The 
norms of the Mine Ban Treaty 
are under direct threat as Esto-
nia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
and Poland are in the process 
of withdrawing under the trea-
ty’s Article 20,” ICBL said.
It also highlighted Ukraine’s 
attempt to “suspend” its com-
pliance due to the conflict 
raging since Russia began its 
full-scale invasion nearly four 
years ago, stressing that such 
an action was “not permitted 
under the treaty.”  “These de-
velopments, together with con-
tinued use and production, mark 
a dangerous erosion of the glob-
al norm that has saved countless 
lives since 1999,” when the trea-
ty took effect, it said.—APP

Pakistan, Egypt vow to 
deepen investment coop

CAIRO: Minister for Commerce 
Jam Kamal Khan on Monday held 
a productive meeting with Eng. 
Ahmed Elsewedy, President and 
CEO of Elsewedy Electric, one of 
Egypt’s leading multinational indus-
trial groups and agreed to continue 
collaboration to enhance invest-
ment and industrial cooperation 
between Pakistan and Egypt Eng. 
Ahmed Elsewedy expressed satis-
faction with the company’s current 
investment in Pakistan, said a news 
release. The minister apprised the 
Elsewedy leadership of the signifi-
cant growth potential in Pakistan’s 
mining sector, highlighting policy 
reforms, investor-friendly frame-
works, emerging public–private 
partnership avenues, and the in-
creasing interest being shown by 
major domestic and international 
players. He also briefed them on 
the wide spectrum of opportunities 
in Pakistan’s rapidly expanding IT 
and technology services sector, 
inviting Egyptian companies to 
explore partnerships, innova-
tion-led ventures, and digital 
trade cooperation. The Egyptian 
counterparts welcomed the latest 
economic developments in Paki-
stan and expressed keen interest 
in deepening bilateral commercial 
engagement.—Agencies
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PKK urges Turkiye to 
free Ocalan to advance 

peace process
KANDIL: A senior Kurdistan Workers’ Party commander told AFP the group will take no further steps in the peace pro-
cess with Turkiye, urging it to advance negotiations and free PKK founder Abdullah Ocalan “All the steps the leader Apo 
has initiated have been implemented... there will be no further actions taken,” commander Amed Malazgirt told AFP on 
Saturday in a bunker in the Qandil mountains in northern Iraq. “From now on, we will be waiting for the Turkish state 
and they have to be the one taking steps,” he said. The group has two demands, he added. “First, the freedom of leader 
Apo... without this, the process will not succeed. The second is the constitutional and official recognition of the Kurdish 
people in Turkiye.” Female senior commander Serda Mazlum Gabar told AFP that “as long as the leadership is inside, the 
Kurdish people cannot be free. Nor can we, as guerrillas, feel free.” “Our path to freedom passes through the freedom of 
our leadership,” she added. Ocala , 76, has led the peace process from his cell on Imrali island, where he has been held 
in solitary confinement since 1999 Turkish lawmakers from a committee tasked with fleshing out the peace process with 
the Kurds visited Ocalan earlier this week. In recent months, the PKK, which maintains a rear base in the mountains of 
northern Iraq, has taken several historic steps toward ending its decades-old fight against Turkiye that has claimed some 
50,000 lives. In May, the PKK formally renounced its armed struggle against Turkiye. It then held a ceremony in northern 
Iraq during which 30 fighters burned their weapons in a symbolic move to show their commitment to the peace process. 
Last month, the group said it had begun withdrawing all of its forces from Turkish soil into northern Iraq Earlier this 
month, the PKK announced their forces had withdrawn from a key border area in northern Iraq. “We have committed 
to not using weapons against the Turkish state,” Malazgirt told AFP on Saturday. Ankara began indirect talks with 
the PKK late last year, with Ocalan in February urging the group’s militants to lay down their weapons and embrace 
democratic means to advance the Kurdish cause. Turkiye has set up the cross-party parliamentary commission to lay 
the groundwork for the peace process and prepare a legal framework for the political integration of the PKK and its 
fighters. “By establishing this committee, the Turkish state has made a positive move, but it is not the only action 
needed. We are closely monitoring this mission,” Malazgirt said. The PKK says it wants to pursue a democratic 
struggle to defend the rights of the Kurdish minority. But “the guerrilla is also the prototype of free life, the proto-
type of free humans, the prototype of free women,” Serda Mazlum Gabar said.—DNA

Pope arrives in Lebanon 
with message of peace 
for crisis-hit country

BEIRUT: Pope Leo XIV arrived in Lebanon on Sunday with 
a message of peace for the crisis-hit nation, still reeling 
from a war between Israel and Hezbollah and the conflict’s 
lingering aftereffects. The pope had previously visited Tur-
kiye, where he kicked off his first overseas tour since being 
elected leader of the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics in May. 
He told journalists on the plane that the visit to the two 
countries had “a special theme of... being a messenger 
of peace, of wanting to promote peace throughout the re-
gion.” Leo was met in Beirut by officials including Pres-
ident Joseph Aoun, the Arab world’s only Christian head 
of state. Lebanon rolled out the red carpet and a 21-gun 
salute for Leo, who was also greeted at the airport by 
children and a brass band as ships at the port sounded 
their horns. Two Lebanese military aircraft escorted his 
plane on descent. “I came to say that the Lebanese are one 
people and we are united,” said Zahra Nahleh, 19, from Leba-
non’s war-ravaged south, who was waiting along the road from 
the airport to welcome the pontiff. “The pope is not just for 
Christians but for Muslims too, and we love him a lot,” she told 
AFP. “We want him to bless our land, we wish he could visit 
the south.” The two-nation tour is something of a test for the 
first American pope, whose understated style contrasts with 
that of his charismatic and impulsive predecessor, Francis. Al-
though Leo’s four-day visit drew little attention in Turkiye, a Mus-
lim-majority nation whose Christian community numbers only 
around 100,000, his 48-hour stopover has been eagerly awaited in 
Lebanon, a religiously diverse country of around six million peo-
ple. Long hailed as a model of coexistence, Lebanon since 2019 
has been ravaged by successive crises, from economic collapse, to 

a devastating Beirut port blast in 2020, to the recent war between 
militant group Hezbollah and Israel, which largely ended with a 
ceasefire last November. The last papal visitor was Benedict XVI 
in 2012. Christians play a key political role in Lebanon, where the 
post of president is reserved for a Maronite Christian — but they 
have seen their numbers dwindle, particularly due to emigration. 
Leo held talks with Aoun, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam and par-
liament speaker Nabih Berri at the presidential palace, and made 
a speech to authorities and diplomats. A group of traditional 
dancers welcomed him at the entry to the presidential palace 
despite the rain. Youth scouting groups affiliated with Hezbol-
lah had waited to welcome the pope along the road in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, where the Iran-backed militants hold sway 
and where posters of slain chief Hassan Nasrallah appeared 
near billboards welcoming the pontiff. On Saturday, Hezbollah 
had urged the pope to reject Israeli “injustice and aggression” 
against Lebanon. Israel has kept up regular raids on Lebanon, 
usually saying it is striking Hezbollah targets, despite the 
truce that was supposed to end more than a year of hostilities, 
including two months of open war with the group. The pope 
said  that a two-state solution was the only one likely to resolve 
the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. “The Holy 
See has publicly backed the proposal for a two-state solution 
for several years. We all know that Israel still does not accept 
it, but we consider it the only solution likely to resolve the 
current conflict,” he said during a brief exchange  He said he 
discussed the issue on Thursday in Ankara with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan “who fully supports this 
proposal,” adding that “Turkiye has an important role to 
play in this process.”—DNA

UK special forces 
leaders covered up 
Afghan war crimes
LONDON: Senior UK special forces leaders covered up po-
tential war crimes in Afghanistan, a former high-ranking of-
ficer has told a public inquiry probing the claims, according to 
evidence released on Monday The officer alleged two former 
directors of the special forces and others failed to act on con-
cerns that units carried out unlawful killings while operating 
in the country more than a decade ago. The inquiry, which 
opened in 2023 at London’s Royal Courts of Justice, is inves-
tigating the accusations about the special forces’ conduct in 
Afghanistan between 2010 and 2013, including the killing of 
women and children. “I was deeply troubled by what I strongly 
suspected was the unlawful killing of innocent people,” the 
whistleblowing officer — known only to the inquiry as N1466 — 
said in witness testimony. He added he came “to the view that 
the issue of extrajudicial killings was not confined to a small 
number of soldiers or a single sub-unit ... but was potentially 
more widespread.” Mansour Aziz, the uncle of two Afghan 
children seriously injured by UK special forces while their 
parents were allegedly shot dead in their beds, spoke to the 
inquiry in a short 2023 video, the Guardian reported. “Even 
to this day they are grieving the incident that happened to 
us... We are asking for the court to listen to these children and 
bring justice,” he said. The whistleblower said senior officers 
had impeded his efforts to “do the right thing” and that he 
“lost confidence” in their willingness to report the allegations 
to military police investigators.—APP

 US sanctions won’t 
change court’s 

handling of cases: ICC
THE HAGUE: The president of the International Criminal 
Court said on Monday US sanctions imposed on senior court 
officials disrupt their personal lives but vowed the institution 
would not yield to outside pressure. President Donald Trump’s 
administration slapped targeted sanctions on nine ICC of-
ficials, including prosecutors and judges, earlier this year in 
retaliation for investigations into suspected Israeli war crimes. 
Sources have said Washington is also mulling sanctions against 
the entire court. “We never accept any kind of pressure from 
anyone on issues of interpretation of the statutory framework 
and adjudication of cases,” Judge Tomoko Akane said on the 
first day of the annual meeting in The Hague of the court’s 
governing body, made up of representatives of its 125 mem-
ber states. Akane said the sanctions had unsettled the family 
lives of targeted officials and disrupted their financial trans-
actions, even in ICC member states in Europe. The sanc-
tions freeze any US assets the individuals may have and 
essentially cut them off from the US financial system, 
with which almost all internationally operating banks 
have close ties. The ICC has issued arrest warrants for 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, as well as figures from 
the Palestinian Hamas militant group, for alleged crimes 
committed during the Gaza war. They have all denied the 
charges mentioned in the warrants. Washington has pre-
viously targeted court officials with sanctions for their 
roles in those cases and in a separate investigation into 
suspected crimes in Afghanistan, which initially had ex-
amined actions by US troops. The ICC was founded in 
2002 under a treaty giving it jurisdiction to prosecute 
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes that 
were either committed by a citizen of a member state 
or had taken place on a member state’s territory.—DNA

Cairo: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meeting with Eng. Ahmed Elsewedy,  
President & CEO of Elsewedy Electric. 
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Court also sentences lawmaker’s 
aunt, ex-Bangladesh PM  

Sheikh Hasina, to five years
DHAKA: A Bangladesh court sentenced British par-
liamentarian and former minister Tulip Siddiq to two 
years in jail in a corruption case involving the alleged 
illegal allocation of a plot of land, local media report-
ed. The verdict was delivered in absentia as Siddiq, 
her aunt and former Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, and Hasina’s sister Sheikh Rehana — 
all co-accused in the case — were not present in court. 
Hasina was sentenced to five years in jail and Rehana 
to seven, the local media reports said.
Hasina, who fled to neighbouring India in August 2024 at 

the height of an uprising against her government, was sen-
tenced to death last month over her government’s violent 
crackdown on demonstrators during the protests.
Last week, she was handed a combined 21-year prison 
sentence in other corruption cases. Prosecutors said 
that the land was unlawfully allocated through political 
influence and collusion with senior officials, accusing 
the three powerful defendants of abusing their author-
ity to secure the plot, measuring roughly 13,610 square 
feet, during Hasina’s tenure as prime minister.
Most of the 17 accused were absent when the judgement 
was pronounced. Siddiq, who resigned in January as the 
UK’s minister responsible for financial services and an-
ti-corruption efforts following scrutiny over her financial 
ties to Hasina, has previously dismissed the allegations as 
a “politically motivated smear”. Britain does not currently 
have an extradition treaty with Bangladesh. – Agencies

British MP Tulip Siddiq handed 
two-year prison sentence in 

Bangladesh graft case

Briefs
With no cash, 

Sudanese 
turn to barter 

and credit
Cairo: Surviving in Sudan 
these days means going back 
to basics: with the banking 
system in ruins after more 
than two years of war, barter 
and IOUs have become the 
only way for many people to 
secure the essentials. 
“I haven’t held a banknote 
in more than nine months,” 
said civil servant Ali in Dil-
ling, South Kordofan state. 
The town has been besieged 
by the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF), who 
have been battling the army 
since April 2023. In Dilling, 
as elsewhere, clothing and 
household appliances are 
sometimes used as curren-
cy to exchange for a couple 
kilos of flour or rice, or a 
few litres of fuel for vehicles 
or generators. “I once ex-
changed a hoe and a chair 
for three bags of sorghum,” 
a staple cereal in many parts 
of Africa, said Ali, 33.
With no cash and much of 
Sudan under a total com-
munications blackout, many 
people like Ali are resort-
ing to the barter system. 
“Motorcycle and tuk-tuk 
(motorised tricycle) drivers 
are given oil and soap as 
payment for fares,” said Al-
Sadiq Issa, a local volunteer 
contacted by AFP. “Some 
families offer corn, flour 
or sugar in exchange for 
things like vehicle mainte-
nance,” he added.
When fighting between the 
army and the RSF engulfed 
Khartoum at the start of the 
war, the Central Bank, con-
nected to the secure SWIFT 
interbank network, was set 
ablaze and then occupied 
by paramilitary fighters for 
nearly two years. – Agencies

Aurangzeb 
Reaffirms 
Pakistan’s  

Commitment to 
Sustainability, 
SME Reforms
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb on Monday said climate 
change was an urgent eco-
nomic reality for Pakistan, re-
affirming the government’s 
commitment to advancing 
sustainable finance, green 
taxonomy implementation, 
and climate-aligned disclo-
sure frameworks. 
Stressing the need to sup-
port SMEs in formalizing 
their financial reporting 
practices, he highlighted Pa-
kistan’s proactive regulatory 
direction in digital assets 
and emerging technologies, 
where new institutional 
frameworks are being estab-
lished to bring innovation 
into the formal, transparent, 
and compliant economy.
The finance minister made 
these observations while 
talking to a delegation, led by 
President of the International 
Federation of Accountants 
(IFAC) Jean Bouquot, which 
called on him accompanied by 
President of the South Asian 
Federation of Accountants 
(SAFA) Ashfaq Yousaf Tola, 
VP SAFA Humayun Kabeer, 
President ICAP Saifullah and 
President ICMAP Ghulam 
Mustafa Qazi. The meeting 
was also attended by Auditor 
General of Pakistan Maqbool 
Ahmad Gondal, Chairman of 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP)  Akif Saeed, and sen-
ior officials of the Ministry of 
Finance. – Agencies

‘China, 
Pakistan to 

hold ‘Warrior-
IX’ exercise’

DNA
BEIJING: From late No-
vember to mid-December, 
troops of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
Western Theater Command 
and the Pakistan Army will 
conduct the “Warrior-IX” 
joint counter-terrorism 
exercise in Pakistan, the 
Chinese Defense Ministry 
announced in a statement.
Focusing on the theme of 
“joint counter-terrorism 
clearance and strike opera-
tions,” the exercise aims to 
test and enhance the joint 
counter-terrorism capabil-
ities of the two militaries 
and jointly safeguard region-
al peace and stability, ac-
cording to the Chinese De-
fense Ministry statement.

India orders smartphone 
makers to preload state-
owned cyber safety app

“Apple has historically refused such requests 
from governments,” said Tarun Pathak,  

a research director at Counterpoint
India’s telecoms ministry has privately asked smartphone makers to preload all new 
devices with a state-owned cyber security app that cannot be deleted, a government 
order showed, a move likely to antagonise Apple and privacy advocates.
India is one of the world’s largest telephone markets, with more than 1.2 billion sub-
scribers, and government figures show the app, launched in January, has helped recover 
more than 700,000 lost phones, including 50,000 in October alone.
Apple, which has previously locked horns with the telecoms regulator over development 
of a government anti-spam mobile app, is among the companies, such as Samsung, Vivo, 
Oppo and Xiaomi, bound by the new order. The November 28 order, seen by Reuters, 
gives major smartphone companies 90 days to ensure that the government’s Sanchar 
Saathi app is pre-installed on new mobile phones, with a provision that users cannot 
disable it. For devices already in the supply chain, manufacturers should push the app to 
phones via software updates, the ministry said in its order, which was not made public 
and was sent privately to select companies. The government said the app was essential 
to combat “serious endangerment” of telecom cyber security from duplicate or spoofed 
IMEI numbers, which enable scams and network misuse.
Apple’s iOS powered an estimated 4.5% of 735 million smartphones in India by mid-
2025, with the rest using Android, Counterpoint Research says.
Telecom cybersecurity:  While Apple pre-installs its own proprietary apps on phones, 
its internal policies prohibit the installation of any government or third-party app before 
sale of a smartphone, a source with direct knowledge of the matter said.
“Apple has historically refused such requests from governments,” said Tarun 
Pathak, a research director at Counterpoint. “It’s likely to seek a middle ground: 
instead of a mandatory pre-install, they might negotiate and ask for an option 
to nudge users towards installing the app.” Apple, Google, Samsung and Xiaomi 
did not respond to requests for comment. India’s telecoms ministry also did not 
respond. A 14- to 17-digit number unique to each handset, the IMEI, or Inter-
national Mobile Equipment Identity, is most commonly used to cut off network 
access for phones reported to have been stolen. –Agencies

Pakistan set to welcome high-level 
Turkish energy delegation: Minister

Ambassador Neziroglu reaffirmed Turkiye’s strong commitment to its partnership with Pakistan, 
noting “many promising areas of cooperation between the two brotherly countries.”

Centreline Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali 

Pervaiz Malik, after a meeting with the Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Turkiye to Pakistan, H.E. Ir-
fan Neziroglu, said Pakistan is “looking forward to 
welcoming the Turkish Minister and his team,” who 

arrive tomorrow for an important official visit. The 
delegation will be led by Turkiye’s Minister of Ener-
gy and Natural Resources, Mr. Alparslan Bayraktar.
The meeting, attended by Secretary Petroleum Mo-

min Agha and Managing Director OGDCL Ahmed 
Hayat Lak, focused on finalizing preparations for the 
high-level engagement. Minister Malik emphasized 
that the upcoming visit would play a “transforma-
tional role” in strengthening bilateral cooperation, 
particularly in the energy and mining sectors.
Both sides reviewed the growing partnership be-
tween Pakistan and Turkiye in petroleum, ener-
gy, and mineral development. It was noted with 
satisfaction that Turkish Petroleum has joined 
Pakistan’s offshore and onshore exploration activi-
ties—an important milestone in deepening bilateral 
energy ties. The Ambassador also revealed that 
a leading Turkish mineral-sector company will be 
part of the delegation, underscoring Turkiye’s keen 
interest in investing in Pakistan’s mining sector.
Minister Malik highlighted that major Pakistani 
exploration companies—OGDCL, PPL, and Mari 
Energies—have already partnered with Turkish 
Petroleum (TPAO), opening new prospects for 
joint ventures and enhanced cooperation at the 
global level. Ambassador Neziroglu reaffirmed 
Turkiye’s strong commitment to its partnership 
with Pakistan, noting “many promising areas of 
cooperation between the two brotherly coun-
tries.” He expressed confidence that Minister Al-
parslan Bayraktar’s visit would “further cement 
and deepen Pak–Turkiye relations.” Both sides 
agreed to work closely to ensure the success of 
the visit and to translate mutual goodwill into 
concrete economic and strategic outcomes.
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ATC orders to unfreeze Shaukat 
Khanum bank accounts

Prosecution assures court it has no objection to  
defreezing of cancer hospital and varsity's bank accounts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) in Rawalpin-
di on Monday ordered the defreezing of bank accounts of 
the Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust (SKMT) and Namal 
University, during a hearing of a case against Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan’s sister Aleema 
Khan. ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah issued the directive after 
the prosecution confirmed it had no objection to unfreez-
ing the accounts of the two institutions.
Prince Harry receives heartbreaking news from Bucking-
ham Palace Prince Harry faced a major setback as key 
members of the royal family decided on his return to the 
Firm.As reported by The Sunday Times, the Duke of Sus-
sex might never be able to regain the trust of his father, 
King... Geo TV Pakistan - Breaking News, World, Business, 
Sports, Entertainment, and Video News
During proceedings of the case linked to the November 26 
PTI protest, Prosecutor Zaheer Shah told the court that 
Aleema’s CNIC number had been sent to the State Bank 

with the request to freeze her personal bank accounts. 
However, the State Bank shut all accounts registered under 
the same CNIC, which included those of SKMT and Namal 
University. After hearing arguments from both sides, the 
court ordered the defreezing of the four accounts of SKMT, 
and those of Namal University as well.
The development comes days after the SKMT reassured 
the public that the “vast majority” of its bank accounts 
remained fully operational, despite reports of closures 
and disruptions to donations.
In a statement on X, SKMT said a small number of ac-
counts had restrictions placed on them, but patient care 
and treatment services continued uninterrupted. 
The Trust expressed gratitude for the public’s “unwaver-
ing trust” in its mission to offer free cancer care to more 
than 75% of its patients nationwide.
SKMT is a charitable organisation established under the 
Societies Registration Act of 1860 and founded by in-
carcerated PTI founder Imran. It operates major cancer 
hospitals in Lahore and Peshawar, with a third facility 
currently under construction in Karachi.

Asia floods toll  
tops 1,000 as military 

aid survivors
Unlike his Sri Lankan counterpart, he has 
also not publicly called for international 
assistance. The toll is the deadliest in 
a natural disaster in Indonesia since 

a massive 2018 earthquake and 
subsequent tsunami killed more 
than 2,000 people in Sulawesi

Padang: The toll in deadly flooding and landslides across 
parts of Asia climbed past 1,000 on Monday as hardest-hit Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia deployed military personnel to help sur-
vivors. Separate weather systems brought torrential, extend-
ed rainfall to the entire island of Sri Lanka and large parts of 
Indonesia's Sumatra, southern Thailand and northern Malay-
sia last week. Much of the region is currently in its monsoon 
season but climate change is producing more extreme rain 
events and turbocharging storms. The relentless rains left 
residents clinging to rooftops awaiting rescue by boat or heli-
copter, and cut entire villages off from assistance.
Arriving in North Sumatra on Monday, Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto said "the worst has passed, hopeful-
ly". The government's "priority now is how to immediately 
send the necessary aid", with particular focus on several 
cut-off areas, he added. Prabowo has come under increas-
ing pressure to declare a national emergency in response 
to flooding and landslides that have killed at least 502 peo-
ple, with more than 500 still missing.
Unlike his Sri Lankan counterpart, he has also not publicly 
called for international assistance. The toll is the deadli-
est in a natural disaster in Indonesia since a massive 2018 
earthquake and subsequent tsunami killed more than 2,000 

people in Sulawesi. The government has sent three war-
ships carrying aid and two hospital ships to some of the 
worst-hit areas, where many roads remain impassable.
At an evacuation centre in North Aceh, 28-year-old Misba-
hul Munir described walking through water that reached 
his neck to get back to his parents.
"Everything in the house was destroyed because it was 
submerged," he told AFP. "I have only the clothes I am 
wearing," he said, dissolving into tears. "In other places, 
there were a lot of people who died. We are grateful 
that we are healthy." In Sri Lanka meanwhile, the gov-
ernment called for international aid and used military 
helicopters to reach people stranded by flooding and 
landslides triggered by Cyclone Ditwah.
At least 340 people have been killed, Sri Lankan officials 
said on Monday, with many more still missing.
Floodwaters in the capital Colombo peaked overnight, and 
with rain now stopped there were hopes that waters would 
begin receding. Some shops and offices began to reopen. 
The floodwaters came as a surprise to some around Co-
lombo. "Every year we experience minor floods, but this is 
something else," delivery driver Dinusha Sanjaya told AFP.
"It is not just the amount of water, but how quickly 
everything went under." Officials said the extent of the 
damage in the worst-affected central region was only just 
being revealed as relief workers cleared roads blocked 
by fallen trees and mudslides. President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake, who declared a state of emergency to deal 
with the disaster, called the flooding the "largest and most 
challenging natural disaster in our history." The losses and 
damage are the worst in Sri Lanka since the devastating 
2004 Asian tsunami that killed around 31,000 people there 
and left more than a million homeless. – Agencies


