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Pakistan condemns
targeting of Russian
President’s residence

President, Prime Minister
slam the incident

FalsiL SHEIKH

ISLAMAR, Pakistan on Tuesday condemned the
reported targeting of the residence of President of
the Russian Federation Viadimie Putin, calling it a
grave threat to peace and security, “Pakistan con-
demns the reparted targeting of the residence of His
Excellency Viadimir Putin, President of Russian Fed-
eration. Such a heinoas act constitutes & grave threal
o e, Security, and stability, particularly af a time
when efforts aimed at peace are underway,” Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif wrote on his X timeline.

The prime minister expressed solidarity with the
President of the Bussinn Federation, and with
the government and people of Russia. “We redter-
ate our firm rejection of all forms of violence and
acts intended to undermine security and i
peace,” he added, President Asif Ali Zardari has
expressed concern over reports of an attack on

Continued on Page 06

Yasmin Rashid’s plea against
Nawaz Sharif dismissed

Election tribunal declares notification of
Nawaz s victory from NA-130 Lahore valid
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Uzbek
President
to visit
Pakistan
in Feb
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Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyvan, President of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ruler of Abu Dhabi. — DNA

Operations start from Jan

China grants Pakistan
exclusive corridor for

direct flights to Bangladesh
Indian airspace shall be bypassed
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PIA to resume
London flights
from March 29

Nazik Sivar

EARACHL: The Pakistan International
Airfines (PIA) on Tuesday announced
resuming its flights to London after &
sixyear histus from March 28, 2026,
The airline will operate four (ights per
week from Islamabad o Londen, said
an airline spokesperson, adding that the
flights will be operated via Heathrow
Airport’s state-of the-art Terminal 4.

The London [lights will further add o
pssengers’ ease, who are currently
able to utilise PIA's three flights per
wenk to Manchester, The airline's an-
nouncement comes after last week
the sources said that it had secured

Continued on Page 06

Bangladesh ex-PM

Khaleda Zia dies aged 80

President, PM Shehbaz condole
the death of Khaleda

DNA

DHAKA: Bangladesh's furmer prime mis-
ister Khaleda Zin, who many believed
wraikd sweep eleclions nest year to lead
Isier countey omee agai, dicd on Toesdsy
aged 80, her Rangladesh Nationalist Party
said, “The BNP Chairpersen and former
i min] mal leader Fegum
Khaled o tolay at G200 any
MT), just after the Fajr (dawn)
frayer” e party s in 4 statement.
W pray far the frgiveness of ber soul and
rorues] ovryone o offer prgers for her
departed soul” it added. Despite yeans of 3
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But in late Movember she was nushed o
hoapital, wheee, despile the best efforts of
miedics, her condition declised from & et
of health ises. Mevertheless, hours be
fore her death, parly warkers had on Mon
diy submitted nomisticn papers on her
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Escalating Guif rivalry and Pakistan's options

€€ror Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, Pakistan is a pivotal South Asian state with strategic geography. a sizeable market.
and longstanding military-to-military and intelligence linkages. Amid rapidly evolving Middle East dynamics
from shifting security calculations to economic diversification drives Islamabad is widely believed to be engaging
discreetly to ease frictions between the two Gulf powers, even as each pursues distinct regional and economic agendas99
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Advisory
issued for
Murree
tourists amid
rain, snowfall
forecast
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CM agrees to setup
walled city authority for
Peshawar beautification

HAWAR An impariant
meeling negarding the nv
Lilizatiin of Peshawar plan
wis hebd at the Higher Sec-
retarit, Peshawar, under
the chairmanship of Chiel
Mimter (M) ol Klyber
Pakhtunkhwa,  Muhammod
Soladl Afrida and important

cisians were faken,
Acenrding 1o, 3 spokesper
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iz o meodernize the averall
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viral capital, imprive Basic
facilithes, preserve historbcal
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clean city 1t was decided Lo
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tien plan, white all relevant
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Pak has vast untapped trade
potential: Nigerian envoy

Sardar Tahir Mehmood for unlocking new trade avenues with Nigeria

ISLAMABAL: Thix Charge d' Mfairs of the
Nigerian High Commission to Pakistan, Mr.
Yishan Mohammid, has said that Nigers and
Pakistan enjoy numserous aress ol common
interest and that his coantry affers multigle
promisbig avemess for trade and livestment,
He emphasized that the Govwrament of Pa-
kistan, the private sector, and ¢ af
Pakistan st move forwand ._--ll.uum-ly b
fully capitalize on these apgrirtunitics.

He ineprs=ed theso views while spesking an
the Islimabad Chamber of Commerce and
Industry {ICCT} oo Maonday, The meeting
was atlended by President 1001 Sardar Ta-
hir Melimned, Senior Vice President Tabie
Aguby, Viee Prosdent Iefan Chavdlie
mer President 1001 and Chamrman 1%
matic Affairs Committee Zalar Bakhtawari,
along with Fm.uu.m =mibers aned Jurmser
alfice b the Chamber Mr. Yusha
i hudulu:hl-\d that Africa js the
thirt: largost trading partver of Pakistan,
wunderscoring the streng foundation for ex-
panding ecomomic refations: He peanted oot
existing and polential collaboration between
Puakistan and African countries, particalary
in cducatics, defonce cooperation, o v
training, equipment supply, and o3 expli.
thom. Ientilying pricrily seclars G bilsteral
coaperitinn, the Charge & Affairs mentioned
agricultiare snd agro-processing, pharmaces
ticals and healtheare products, texdiles and
valneadded garments, rice, wheat and food
cpors, engneering goods, and construction
materisls s Ry aness where both countries
can borofit theough juint ventises and trade
partnerships, Appreciating the preactive role
al 1CC], he landed the Chamber's efforts
premeting trade aod imestment linkages

st with redevant chambers, He abio imvited
the 1CC] Teadership to ylan a visit to Abuja
o further strengthen stitutional and hasi
nessbobasiness cooperation. In his welcome
aciress, President ICCL Santar Tuhir Me
hmeod stated that Pakistas and Nigeria enjoy
Iong-standing friondly and cordal mlations,
hased an mutiml respect, shared aspimtions,
and cooperation at hilateral and multilateral
platfomns, He said both countries an: leading
wcogamics in their respective regions and
proesess mmenss potestial e deepen ool
Iahoration, particwry i the field= of tade,
investment, omd economic coapertion, He

Turther said that the blimabad Chamber of
Commerce and lidustry has co
played & pivetal role in prometing econamic
Hiplomacy and strergthening inlernational
trade linkages, and remains fully committed
Lo facilitating closer engagement between
the business communities of Pakitan and
Nigeris. Senior Vice President I0C] Tahir
Myb expiressed the hops that stronger col
laboration between 1CC] and Nigerian trade
and mysstment imstitutions would help un-
lock new avemues of cooperation amid e
tribuite Lo sustainable economic growth for
bath countrics. Former Presi
Chairman Diplomatic Affairs Committes

ing market access issues, and .mcr.um;mg
twnway imvestments. He also siggested the

aresta of coopuration aed longtern partnes-
ghip betwsen Pakistan and Nigeria, Among
others present an the semsin were Garha
Auwalu, Third retary { Economic, Trade
aned Bvestment ) Nigerian High Cammisiva,
Executive Members Abdur IELImm\ Siiditgui,
Whassem Chandhry, Imrmn Minkas, Zuqur-

[SLAMABAD:  Talamabad
Capitel Territory (ICT) Po-
lice, linaten with
the Islamabad Traffic Police
{ITP), have decided to for
ther Intensify action against
lisgs imvelved in
= Wi 2
heyars opertin
acros the federal cagiital, s
part of wiforts 1o restore an
arderly traffic systent amf
ourh misanes on rosds.

afficial tald APF on Ty 11’]1\'
that, on the directions of

-
Pafice would pliy i key role
in the canipaign 1o improve

safity The official said lane
violations by motoreyelsts
pose serwus trks Lo other
road wsers and distupt iraf
fic Mow, adding that coordi
nated o tioms by [CT Poe
lice i ITF wondd continue
withoal discrmimstion {0
deter violators, —APP

PIA retired

Mega medical camp benefits
1,500 deservmg patients

ISLAMABAD: Dy Akbar Niazi Teach-
al (ANTIH), in callabaration
Lians Clubs of Rawalpindi-
lskemabad and Bardashi Pakistan, oe
ganited & Mega Mudical Camp at the
Syods Haferss Begum Welfare Cam-
ples nol, Islamabad, aimed at im
proving aceess Lo essential healthears
services and promoting disease (e
vention among underserved comiir

nigies The camp benefited moer 1500
mdnﬂdmls including a large number
al women, eldedy ciligens, and chil

dron. Beseficiaries exp relied
anil gratitisdo at feceiving timely med
keal attention. diagnostic

srvie

Gastroanterology, Ki
matalogy, Physical Therpy, nswL11\
Diental and Eye care services.
I;iannuan_ and screening facilites

. bone densiey testing
nnt, blood sugAr

play & vital role in beidging gaps in
healthcare access and raising public
awareness ahout health and wellness,
Mr Yasir Khan Niagi, Group CEO,
K HealthCare Intornatiosal snd
'\NTH reaffirmed the srganization's

o welfare,

> available.

provided 1o paticots by
Bardnsht Pakistan, eosuring compre-
hinsive cane for all he

Dir. Arif Masoad, Lions Cliubs Dis
Ganvernoe 305 N2, Pakastan, attend-
ed the cemp as Chiel Guest and ap
preciated the isitiative, highlighting
lhl mu-..nm. of commanity-hased

and medicines in sne kicat v
noiling that such sccess significantly
reduced thelr hesfthcane barden and
uraged mulf conaultation  for

PLA Flight Infr
PLACa
Raitway Inguiry.
Railway Exclanged2TiHa1-5
WASA Rawalpindi

were provided across 8
e ol specialties, inclisding
Pedintrics, Gynecology, Ps

Urclogy, Cardiclogy,  Pulmos

programs in

preventive care and faumaunu cnr}\

diagn

with limited sccess b
M.

of Rardashi Pakistan and
Senator and Federal Minister
[ll.lukul Akbar Nalzi Tesching Hospl
tal and Lions Clubs, and observed that
collaberative efforts of this nature

cmphasizing  the need o e
quality hesltheare services b
hespits |I settings threugh sustained
preventi alth i
< The dignitaries  alengside
the President of Bardasht Pakis
Dr Zubsir Hasan, toased the canmp,
interacted with healtheare |
sinnals and patients, and revie
the services heing delivered. Organ-
agers atated that the primary objec.
tive of the Muoga Medical Camp w
mod enly to provide essential medical
support but also to promate healthy
fifestyles and preventive healtheare
practices. The initiative was witely
appreciated by local residents, who
desoribed it as timely, reassurieg.
and impactful —APP

ICC and  main Abhasi, and former Senior Vice Fresi
dent Khalid Chaudhiry.—DNA employees
Puppet show highlights apln'ecéate
child protection, good 8oV
. [SLAMABAD,  Dec 20
parenting, mental health | e b ne
[SLAMABAL; Secaurs Ishimique France (51F) anmnized its Empmwc:. ncialion

thanked gov-

annual it the Pakistan Nativeal Councl of the | {PIAREA)

At (PNCA), festuuring an engaging puppet show on child prer | ernment for continuation
tection, safepusding, grod gasenting, and mental health The | of allowances and all sthe
gt show creativoly Blusded entertainment with strang | o1 benefits Tollowing the

socil messaging, aiming o sepskize lamilics and children to
ritical ssues relate b safely, welkbeing, and nesponsible par
enting. The event opesed with welcome remarks by D Al
Abo, Head of Mission, Secours Elamicue France (S1F), who
ighlighted SIFs 1 years of global humsnitarian service and
its presence in Pakistan since 2000, He shared that SIFs ap
phan sponsuesbip progrmmeme, luandsed 71 pears ago in Gaz,
cuirrently suppurts ever 10,000 cepten studeats, ensuriog o
ucktion and wocieeconomic contimity, He atso moted that SIF
pircrides skills dmlnpm-n m"-ﬂllﬂ.‘i to empinwer lnerablc
Pakistan’ challenges,

Abro sated that while the Dolmlry [aces numermas issoes,
eiluation mmns the most cnlu.a]. }k- oummi ta aclanmn&z

Ilrl\(ntlmll ion of Pakistan
I

its 16th annual gathering
held under the. chairman-
ship of Syed Tahir Has-
san. A large number of
retired  PIA  employees
IIJLllI""

atty nd\ﬂ the

olficebearers
i the gaverament i
agsured the continuation
of pensions, medical
cilitics and concessional
travel tickets for retired

children undw va: e by pal!nl:[ imsues, along with ||=m»
tent prablems of child abour, child marrmges, wolero: against
children, and child an wialatings. He furiher noted that
26 milliem elildren s ot of sehool, while malnutriton & i

s, keading SIF 1o busch 4 schil meal progmivene. A pnd | emplupees aller prvall
diaazssin, moderted by Habi Afmad L;qdun. bt b-auhu =ation. They particulary
eperts from b ack d the Prime

and el L
mmﬂm[hm I)w:ybmvrﬂmdt\mﬂ.mhm Minister (PM), Adviser

YPF President, Turkish
MP discuss youth, digital
policy, parliamentary links

[SLAMABALE The President of 1he
Young Parfamentarians Fanm (YPF),
Syeri Mesheen Rikbar, beld @ virtual
mexding with Turkish Member of Par
Eament Zemen Yidie 1o ducus ways o
empandd congeration between  Pakistan
and nu-k-prm tallcs focused an yoaith
Seacdersbiy, gl gulicy, wlocation, amd
exchanges, with boih sides

Pulyclinic:

Cantonment Beard 82700515

gty b contimi engagensent throsh
Joint. s futiee visis. fccred

noted  the longsanding ties botween
the twer counlries and g et youlh
participation can supporl polcy dabogue

the “Tuarkish MP, Speda Nesheon ikl
spedoe: ahout the: mle of yoanyg pardismens-
tarians i paiblic decisanmaking. She sid
that coopesation amueg: Younys lagslaton
can st new ideas, poblic particie-
e, anid stronger institutions, She also ap-
preciated Ms, Y'Idlitsvmd. withyouth and
her i

ingtnag d by

al Assembly Secretariat, Syedkt Nosheen
Iftikbae, MNA, mot Ma Zoynep Yilde, a
Meanber of the Geand Natonal Assens
bty af Tirkiye. M Yikdiz also heads the
TLIRKEA Cirvenp of Wamen |

During the: dmnmmm_ the YPF
haskoed the Guvernment of Tiickiye for of-
foring 250 fudly funded schobirslipe o Pe-
wla m stipdentz. S said | wrxhhphws
am the

servees s spaikissperson of e Digital
M Comenission, and & a member of
Parfmmentary Assembly of the b«un-
il of Euroge, Thee mesting il e
tivams 1o strengthen Palostan-Tirdooe rela
InmsIhruudrwmllkhmuh_ﬂmlddm'r

el b Goiakriss, Kmunu e
Ma. ildi's backprousd in biw from Bilk
ent University, both sides discussed ace
dlemic apd traming opportunities in arss
Timkesd 1o digital taw, artificil imeligence
policy, ethics, aned public pobicy nelated t

. Both leadirs

s Titikhar

antfined YPF's work to support young
members of pariament and b indode
yousth vt in povrnance, Shis proposed
structured  youlh eschanges, inchiding
Joint tmining sessons, mestonship peo-
rams, and forums to share expenenies
an yomth garticipation in poitics. She re
forreed o My, Yilfie's poliical jiurney as
an example of youth invelverment m puls
Hie fifie. The meeting aleo covered digal
amermance. The YPF Presidont suggest-
el joimd activities mich s workshops on
artificial inteligene policy, programs oo
digital media swaresosa, and shoet sty
vt foossed on digital prvensnce, She
=ail yng peaple with digital sidlls can
el in fegsiative werk and public

Wemen's m

to the PM on Privatisa-
tien/Chairman of the Pn-
wnu.nl ion  Commis:
i Cha

NUCIA) said that

o ety s with et conlidentiabty smd sonsiivity, She one
phasszzed that chid ;mu:m s st and foremeost the IBptmﬂvﬁv
of thee state, afterwhich it becomes

sommatilios, and institutiors, She further higlihted tat m
e ol of every eight dhilidnen & senaby abused, underscoring the | Li
ek of the s, She cutonad garnts against kaving children | Baj
unattended, noting that m mest abuse cises, perpetmtons ans
trasted individmls Faszin, fram Chdord stated that
storytelliog i ooe of the most effective tols for child leam.
ing aind behaviess change, as childivn leamm beat through nas
ratives mther than lecures, She sl highlighted that neary
8i) percent of child abuse cises remain unreported, making
awareness and apen ommunicition crtical —DNA

e (PIAHCL) Tariy
and others lor their

w the:

the participants terme the
decision a signilicant step
townrds - safoguarding  the
weliare and well-being of -
tired PIA smployees.—APP

India’s new normal
collapses as Pak
reinforces deterrence

ISLAMABALLR Pakistan's strategic resobve and calibrated rt>|-r'||>-|. Im\. decwmely r\au
the rogional halancc sgRioT security analys v
5 th Serviee Academy (154), in collabamation with the ln-a\luh.‘ @

5.

u,g- econany Was. ans Bath
discsed support for womendod
hns.wws. in Pakistan by using the Tk
ith expenence in desgn and digital mar
leeting, The discussion indoded traditional
waalts such s embrvidery—APP

WAPDA achieves several key targets

ISLAMABALD:  The outgoing 2025
provend Lo be @ satisactory year for
Hydrapewer and Water ™ in
Pkistan, WAPDA contributed consist-
ently high quantities of cless, green
and low-cust hpdel choctricity to the
National Grid, and coald alsn achiewe
weveral key targets on its undercon
lruction megs Projects despite di-
werse and serious challonges,
In the: year 2125, WAPTWS 22 hydel
power stations. cumulatively yenerat
r-d 3412 billion units — about 30 per

i al the total generation in the sye-
u.-m. WAPDW' Tiydel clectricity with a
wariff of just Rs .82 per unit kept on
subsidising the country’s entire power
sector this pear Lo, thus sgnilicantly
=tabilk-
ccial develapmient in Pakistan,
I wpared with the basket tariff,
WAPTH's hydel clectricity stands out
o be the most afloedable energy m
Pakistan, Bosides, it I the most suita-

urce of enengy with zero carbon
jar during its generation n the
pective |.r climatic phenamena

e
r the ||('|l|||:| of WAPTH's hydol
5, Tarhola Hydul

Ghirzi Barothn Hydel
llive units, Maggla
Hydel Power Station 3.6 hullmn unis,
Warsak Hyel Power §
Tion units and Chashma IIydel Power
Station 0,79 ballwon onits. Balance
i billion units Were genorated by
3 High-Head Hydel Power Static
Jinnah Hydel Power Station and ather
Simadl Hydel Power Stations.
Dhering the year 2025, constroction
wark ku-l progressing at @ sitisfact-

4r||ﬂ|m| Projects, induding Diamer
Basha Dham. Mobmand Dam, Das,
Tarbela Sth Extension anil Greater

Kaeschi Bulk Water Supply Scheme,
known as KAV, During the year, Mo
hmand Dam Project ac ed B miae
jor milestone, as fillmg of Main Dam
started in Aupust. Linwise, TRamer
Bazha Tam and Desu Hydropowasr
sject are all set far glacing/ pouring
rellercempacted-concrote on
miain dams during 2026, a8 pre-requi-
sites are nearing conpl o batl
Frojects for the purpase,
It is worth mentioning that WA
DA's underconstruction Projects,
o their compeletion, will add 1.7
million acee feet (MAF) Lo the wa-
ter starage and double the installed
puwer generation capacity from
Ok megawatt (MW) 1o about
20,000 MW. Besides, 560 million
gallan per day (MGD) will slse be
made: available for municipal use
it MGID Tor Karachi through K1V
Fhased and 300 MGD for Peshawar
through Mohnand Dam. - APP

Studies (1RS), hosted a hgghdevel dialogue vn “Indian Aggression and Pakistan®s
Respumse.” Spetkers said South Aski was passing through a defining moment m
by routine tension bat by the filure of India’s coercive strategy to impose a so-called “new
mirmal” on Pakistan. The event commenced with this national anthom, feflowed by national
somys b pay bribate to the armed farces of Pakistan n recognition of theis professionalism
i sacrilices, particularly after the successful operation BunganulMarsoes. In her wel-
ar Generil of the lnformation Service Acadensy (154} Ma
guizhed participants and usderscored the importance of
tive discourss amid heightened tensions in Soath She highlighted

Pakistan's stralegic potential and emphasized the need for collective intellectual engage
ment o effectively addres emerging vl and ylabal challanges. The dialopme featured
adibress by former Chairmsan foint Chiefs of Staff Committes, General (R) Zubasr

1d Hayat, who attended as the Guost of He He =aid South Asi was passing
through & decisive phase mariwd by the collapse of India's attemat 1o impose 8 so<alled
lww mormal® an Pakistan, He said India’s strategy of cosrcion had failed across strategic,
military and diplimatic domams, exposing se Taws in its stratepic tinking,
Pakumn w messused yel resolite sespomss, he soted, had redrafied the miitary equation,
tanigile costs and punciared myths surrounding escaation daminance, dealing a
significant haw to Inds's credibdity, He added that India had missesd Pakistan's strategic
culture by mistaking restraint for weakness and unity for division, while nationalism and
media hype could ool substitute for sousd stratepy. Outliniag the way larward, General
Hayat said the onus sow lay on India (o accept the sew strategic reality by abandoniag
v fantas ipdumacy, realisn anil restraint, though be saw litke
unlkllx\. of such A =hift, He stressed that Fakistan mu»l cantinbe fo act a5 o st stabili-

s

l.|u|-aml|| 55 Was nul prowacation, he sid peace withoul deterrence was an lusion and
stability with cadiness amennted o surmender, adding that Pakistan must romain vige
i A resalute until wisdom prevailed acrss the border. Ambassadar Janhar
xldonl ol the: In-|l|mI|. o“c‘.cgu.nﬂ\lullu's said Soath Asia was ente Insu moTe

wabeulu y
margin fof errar in reghonal LrinI:N i eapiily slerinkig, |[|: said the Mas‘ o
alfirmed that the Jammu and Kashmir dispute remained the segion’s central tinderh
that failure to address its political, humanitarian and legal dimensiens woald leave
Asia wulnerable to recurning crises—APP
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Conservative
Party leader

RAWALPINDL Riwal
pisdi Chaimber of Commerce |
and Tndustry (RCCT} hostod
a business imteraction se
saon with Mara Asf, o UK |
Conservalive Party leaer. |
ntreprencur and  former
Satton Centrr o
candidte,  Aim
motmy blateral
investment G belwes
kistan and the United King- |
dum, The session, held an §
Moy, focsised on enbanc: |
ing UK~ Paki busaness

e pulentzl for new
e and sirategic

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Saudi Arahia Nawal Saeed Al Maliki hosted reception for the visiting Saudi minister as

residence. DNA

ehtapieneadiy
branding and marketing of
Pakistam products in the UK,
He assured the chamber's hall
suppent far attracting
invesstment and  fsalitating |
¥ ninres with Pakistani
um o §

stan which was launched In 2018 to coun-
gies andd promote unity

announces T
RS 100,000 ISLAMABRAD: Mini r for Planning,
reward fOr welvgment and Special Instiatives Professor

Railway
Police
constable

H‘\p‘\-

i
a unh reward af I{xlli’ln

ence and social stabilit
seance and dialapae pl

and

arlat 0
m, eube of

utressing that withoul peac
| sustaimable dev
Addressing 1
haan-e-Fakistan, a o

and ‘ummllmum\ . aoid Council of lalany — the

il
aw and

r, not hatred,” he said.

hawe I\.'|‘|’l\L‘|I’|[
rrative against extremism He recalled that uu-u
r b Paighamve-Pakic Al Jinnah had

in 2018, saying
i hody, the me

and infolerance, simil

He emphasized that interfaith dialogue was essential for peaceful coexi
that religious tolerance and dialogue played a critical role in e

al citizgenshin for |II Pa-
zeid  Lhat

Nowers of diffs
r I’:lkh—lxu s progre:
Unity, M||||-|n of Planging, Developaent M‘f‘llll\lhhl||\|.L]I.I1h.l ol Medina remained

f citzzanship, |L|||.><|u>.

I re
n based on hrotherhood

Sharing a persanal reflection, Al
recalled the assassination attesipt oo him
that while the bullet struck
sage reached his heart

Ahsan calls for greater national *
unity, interfaith harmony

>nce and social stability, and
iminating extremism

nees turm info hatred,

P o disayre
ing enmity, Lo media &

peace eather than extromisn,
b imatill in chidd
1y ta comtinue healing

Pakistan — a state where rel;
moral guidance, not @
andl where sll citizons are uma|
marked.

Wal responds
Amdr's
challenge

ISLAMABATY: Prime  Minis-
1 rlinator for Khyter
Pakhtunkhwa Affairs, Ichtiar
Wall Khan, on Tuesdsy aecept
o the challenge from CM
Fhyher P fwa Schad
Alradi for the Panjab CM
hold a4 pubilic mithering in the
province and called pa CM
Puirgab Maryam Newaz
it KPK, noting that pr
rthermgs m 4
drwn historic

I bt \urlt'lllluullr\l
performing.

urther, be reminded every
bt Maryam Mawaz and
Meawant N\I“J

I o5
ings in Ib—lm\‘ar W
s vl the CM of Paniah
i ermie andl shev th

el strenith, whis

g
Iunnnll( mares and proper
peditical condus
e i succh actioms highli

the woalmess of the KPK
leadership and their inabi-

miaaningful
dalrgue. He sai ifter
this Lahiare vasit, the BTL
teadership his |um.‘-.— o
th

the armed forces,
there can be no compro-
e when it comes Lo ne

nal institutions.—APP

Glowing tributes paid to
Prof Shawl

[SLAMABAL:
Nair Alime

in Londan, said a news

rary, Wi trud
altibaitivns, =4
th

m|||\|--a|'d and |
wriking b -dmy are the real |
strength of state institutices,

adding that such sctions b
huild and reinforce  pablic
trust in gvernment depart:

n Ah'nlk the true nabire
Rehmani said Prof Shawl
dinary \.\luﬂﬂ(l' and comsistency. He ohaerved that even
sl |uro|~|.|| Lo distract him from bk mission. Rehmand
of Shawl's missh

tinued uegaging with
cleiir message of the HEht to

NDMA warns residents
as cold snap, snow hlt

ISLAMABAL: National Disaster Manag
spert D, b Shah om T
| residents and molorsts (o remam alert as @ weather ad-
i from Thecembe

mats; scholars, fm.url-\ ar
A ation for the p

awner and handed wer the
cash tn rachibased trad
Mohsin at Bohri Railway Sta |
tsan. The minster buded the

greater professsonalisn and |
ntegrity across pubdc ser |
vica Institutions.—APF 4

f natural ice buffering
aebvised  waler security. He warned
farreaching sequences

dedesd that |n..
glebal climate in-

ey mensures to ad-
s mnchude promoting electnic
e entssions, implementing smart

ITP setsup 8
= i | the New | news channcl, he sid the
checkpoints | 4 o e e e
to curb bikers’ | thee days, with 5 westedy systen entering tonighe, bring
]Z_IIB "iOlﬂtiO]’lS ing mmim to mest arcas and snowfall e mountains, -

n December 30, He added that o
I\L‘\H‘\IJ.‘\IJ I=lamabad |
Tra TR} have es |
Lumhh.d eight m-u
across the ll'llgr
prewent |
petorcyedsts  and
safer traffic flow.

. and strengtheniny early warning

faled disanlirs,

e alm o buith] resilience and ‘Nrc‘

ik against the longterm effects of ¢
|

the upper and central e
wibly hmu. ||nI|| L
Mete

Wani raises alarm over land
selzures, rlghts abuses in IIOJK

ISLAMARAL:  Eashmir i

Inatitite of

scourge wrong
drving. The =p
sdfed it i

land in eectly affect the lrelibe
i armed of mere than 100
He said that experts

n ) Chairman,
Altaf Hussain Wani has exs Uh
il his doep concern
g band  acqui-

nsitivity an the
Crvernment
i llle aot;

B

=

=
@

alan ||n-ru|x smooth traf

lII\'If'IﬂIIIl'lIlN' de-
rights
gal corns  abaut
Jammm iand . themupraphis engineering
iscilioe and traffic rules it @ ender the UK und the .m.....lim.\.. af
I:'.nm:.:d II-::I r'::llr':. anid N CIP -m»-m he said.  indigenoss
The Tsamabat Traific P | {0 ool it ot the I.:: e
lice pemsin committed i

e
prajocts”
ZMarh tunnel
e in Janaary 20

manent threat faced by the
of Jammis nad Kash- pislati
nmend,  ed the Land €
cultura]  that dismantled longstand.
that

maintaiming >r|m|ls Lraff:
flow and
i facilic

land  pretec

land trandlers o n;
nis, amd vested  sume over B0 acres
@ pawers aver so-  Like agricultural I<n'| <nrhh-

ml acuisitic
ut et the g
ol

i
—APP

Pucar15

e civilian di-
A

curt: accidents, an T
mutorcyclists and heavy vehicles vidlating Jane discipling’
markes awareness zanes and

nding is strictly followed. Speaking 1o a local meda channed, Chief Traffic Officer [L1l]] Cap
tain {Rf Hamz Humayun statesd that the nssjority of aceidents on lamabad’s express snd
Srisagar highways are caused by recdess motorhib
dizcipline, He emphasized that such behavior is extremedy dangeroes and A leading cause of
ami ather road wsers at serious risk. Responding toa query,
bikers bave been ohsarved cn expressways from Khane

read accdents, patting hulh ridt'
he ndded that major bine
apel to Faizshad and alum, (.Iuh lb»d Diglfighting thsese
tain Humayun warned that sach reckloss riding will s longer bo lnh.'mlud ani that the ITP s
rictly enforcing raffc rales an these stretches. Under the on

hearils anstalle
3 The CTO stresaid thal

selay anminced that the

Islamabad roads under
strict monitoring

ISLAMABAD: Chief Teadfic Offscer (CTO) Captain (R) Hamzs Humayun, in o siel move 1o
I'TP b Dunchied an aggnessive crachdown on

mang dedicated fncs, groon-

riies main fonds Lo educate

Tiigh-i

by ensre

and even hoary vehicks viokiting line

k2 for aocdunts, Cagr

down, he said almest
s el 188 impendh

dedicated checkpaints and awnreness
idues about bane discipline and safe riding
Il vislators of dedicated lanes and green-marked routes
immediate penaltics, including fines and impoand nmm._DN:\
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Afghanistan under
Taliban: isolation,
suppression, and

uncertain future

m:l n‘lat B, nnd caul
r in August 2021, th
sought Lo project a new image of a more prag: il dig!
entity, Yer. beneatls the fagade of political engagensent, their governance
remaing marked by repression, human rights violations, and decisions that
further isalate the wartorn nation from the modern world,
In a mewe that has shocked hoth Afghans and the mtermational commmmity, the
Taliban recently imgesed a natiomwide ban on internel services, phnging the
country into an unprecedented communication blackeat, The ban, which ey
Justified on the grounds of ourbing *immoral” content and foreign influence, has
st off millions of Afghans from access to information, business opportunities,
education alnd even contact with family members abroad. In medern times,
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s provided a1 lesst sois space for
with that windew closed, Afghans
rILACATEM,

cmains a halancing act hetween pragmatism and
ideology. They have limited necognition en the gobal stage, with anly o few
countries like Bussia taking tentaiive steps toward [ornsl engagensent
mist of the world, the Taliban’s human ol and extremisi e
remain an insurmanetable bartier te fficial recognition
Relations with Pakistan, ance considered their closest ally, are now strained.
Berder clashes, trade disrupitions, aml Pakistan's accusations thal the
flhn'L—lTa il }'Nklsl.ﬂn {TTF) operates freely (mom Adghan soil lave soured

The Taliban's forign p

e, luus.um. ane at their |||Kh|_-l in

rLy in ity X:umm r\.gwn \||d L b

swntial extensions of the C iatan Eer

ility in Afghanistan is crucil for the Beit and Road Initiative,
bait its engagement remaing cautious, comrd ily interes-drivon.
Iran, meanwhile, rmmnuu 1a clash with o o

Tlows, and ideck farther
Dinsing their previous rule o the 1
to international i
time, they a

. e Taliban's hardling |u|||||(1 bed
it ribatod o their downfafl. Th 5
red initially te r{\ngum thir im
ing aid and

while exacerhating the daily hardships of ordinary MIJH

an digital transactions huve collapsed cvernighl, universit
and hurmanilartin agencies face severs ditficullies in coordimating rel
. nepresents more than just 4 tchnicl barrier; i sy
iom, anad communicati

xpierts warn that such a regre:
, push it yoath further il despair, and
ie 10t 618 ECOBGALIC ecorery.

o b

This bla

ire: f0 control thought. exy

omneetivity define T

ey will deepen Alghanistan’s

umdernsine any prospects
Ta

skt

amd girds, Despite initial
cally rofled tack frewdoms, Gids are bansed from

mrade, women are excloded from mest fiems of enployment, and their mlM.-
1n righls groups

menl i tightly controlled. These restrictions, which hu
s “gender aparthesd,” have robbed half the

irtailed the matin

The j

etical but alse counterpraductive. T

= potential for economic growth, Reports
earppecs of aclivists, journalists, and po-
tice system has heen replaced with
, alten enforced throngh public (loggings, an-
ndemocd obally, roflect tho
|ﬂ2l|" unwillingmess to align with internatienal norms.

canncd function,
eflorts.
s the

in &n A
3

s af arhllnnr

[
their o
Lan

e resi

"
internal governance has shown litthe sign af
By banning the internet, restricting we
punishments, the Taliban risk repeating hi
ernable, impoverished, and isolated. The humanfarian cost i aleady stagger
ing, with millivns Gacing fvod msecurity, bk of health,
The futnre of Afghanstan i douded with uncertaind
reimaing critical, but it will mguize Uhe Taliban to demomstrate gesune Dexibility
and a willingness to address humanitarian conc
nity faces a dilemma: hiw te engage with @ regime that systematically violates
Tminn rights while avoading the complete collapse of the Afhan st
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Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

Psychologists studying suicide
terrorism agree that most
attackers are not mentally ill
in the clinical sense. Rather,
they are psychologically
conditioned through isolation,
repetitive indoctrination,
and emotional exploitation.
Recruiters exploit personal
loss, perceived injustice, and
identity crises, gradually
constructing a worldview in
which violence is sanctified
and death is glorified. The
individual's sense of self
is replaced by absolute
obedience to an imposed
ideology, making moral
reasoning appear sinful
and doubt a betrayal. The
responsibility of the state
in countering this threat is
therefore comprehensive

IFE 1= a sacred trust bestowed wpon

man only once, and in Islamic belief

it is neither accidental nor owner
less. Tt is granted by Allah Almighty with a
purpose and a moral framework. When this
life is lived in obedience to Allah and in the
footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him),
it brings dignity, balance, and inner peace in
this world and eternal success in the hereaf-
ter. The Qur'an leaves no ambiguity re.gard—
ing the sanctity of life, Allah ¢ “Da

When Faith Is Hijacked

non-combatants even during war, as record-
ed in Sahih Bukhari. There exists no exam-
ple in Tslamic history where suicide bomb-
ings were sanctioned or practised,

Yet, despite this clarity, suicide terrorism
has emerged in the modern era as a weap-
on of asymmetric warfare. In Palistan, zuch
acts are neither organic ions of faith

dismantle terrorist networks, force alone
cannot defeat an ideclogy. The state must
reclaim religious discourse through credible
scholars who can explain, with reference to
the Qur'an and Sunnah, that suicide attacks
have no legitimacy in Islam. Mosques, educa-
houal institutions, and media platforms must
counter extremist distortions

nor spontaneous acts of devotion. They are
the result of systematic indoctrination or
Lheatrdted by antistate networks, extremist
or ms, and hostile foreign elements

not kill yourselves; surely Allah is Most Mer
ciful to you™ (Surah An-Nisa, 4:29). This di-
vine injunction alone is sufficient to declare
suicide, in all its forms, unlawful in Islam.

The gravity of taking an innocent life iz
further emphasised in Surah AlMa'idah,
where Allah declares that killing one person
unjustly iz akin to killing all of humanity,
while saving one life 1s equivalent to saving
all mankind (5:32). In this moral universe
suicide attacks stand as a double crime;
self-destruction coupled with the killing of
innocents, The Hadith literature reinforces

acckmg to destabilise the country. Vulner
able individuals are identified, isolated,
and gradually stripped of moral autonomy
through distorted religious narratives.

A disturbing reminder of this reality emerged
recently, when authorities reportedly inter
cepted a young woman from Balochistan who
was being prepared for a suicide attack. [nitial
investigations suggest that she had been sub-
jected to intense ideological conditioning and
emaotional manipulation, Her case reflects a
broader pattern in which female—often por
trayed as symbols of innocence—are exploited

thiz prohibition with kable clarity. In
Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) warned that a
person who kills himself will face severe pun-

Iy becavse of their vulnerability, trauma,
anr.l marginalisation. She was not an architect
of violence but a victim of a caleulated process
dewgned. to comvert, despair into destruction,

ishment in the hereafter, g the act
eternally as a consequence of delying divine
decree, Such narrations leave no theological
space for those who attempt to glorify sui-
cide under the guise of martyrdom,

Islam draws a sharp and principled distine-
tion between martyrdom and suicide. Mar-
tyrdom occurs when a believer is killed while
lawfully defending faith, land, or people,
without the intention of ending his own life,
Suicide attacks, by contrast, are deliberate
acts of self-annihilation designed o spread
fear and chaos, often targeting civilians. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) strictly pro-
hibited the killing of women, children, and

Psyek @ suicide terrorism agree
that most attackers are not mentally il in the
clinical sense. Rather, they are psychologically
conditioned through isclation, repetitive indoc-
trination, and emotional exploitation. Recruit-
ers exploit personal loss, perceived injustice,
and identity crises, gradvally constructing a
worldview in which violence is sanctified and
death is glorified. The individual’s sense of
self is replaced by absolute obedience o an
imposed ideclogy, making moral reasoning ap-
pear sinful and doubt a betrayal.

The responsibility of the state in countering
this threat is therefore comprehensive. While
intellipenceled operations are essential to

with authentic religious guidance.

Equally important is addressing the socio-eco-
nomic environment that extremists exploit,
Poverty, lack of education, injustice, and pro-
longed instability create fertile ground for
radical narratives. Long-term peace requires
investment in education, equitable develop-
ruenL. and responsive EOVErnanCe. De-rad-

lisation and rehabili pro

combining psychological counselling with re-
ligious re-education, must be expanded to res-
cue those who have been misled before they
cross frreversible thresholds.

Special attention must also be paid to the
families of terrorists who are killed or ar-
rested during counterterrorism operations.
These families are often ideologically pre-
pared in advance, taught to glorfy viclence
and nurture resentment. If ignored, they risk
becoming reservoirs of future radicalisation,
Compassionate but vigilant state engage-
ment—through counselling, economic sup-
port, and corrective religious instruction—is
essential to break this cycle.

In conclusion, suicide attacks are neither
acts of faith nor expressions of courage, They
are crimes born of deception, despair, and
manipulation. Islam is a religion that values
and protects life, while completely rejecting
all principles and beliefs that contradict this
ideology. Pakistan’s response must there-
fore remain balanced and resolute—firm in
security, clear in ideology, compassionate
in rehabilitation, and just in governance—so
that life remains what Allah intended it to be;
a sacred trust, not a weapon.

The bitter lessons of Bondi Beach attack

Yossi Mekelberg

Protesting the killing
of more than 70,000
Palestinians in Gaza, the
widespread devastation
and the unbearable and
inexcusable humanitarian
disaster for millions of
people there is not only
legitimate, but a very
necessary show of the
strength of civil societies
across the globe. However,
there has also been a dog-
whistle incitement against
Jews that goes beyond
constructive criticism and
calls to stop the war and
ensure accountability. At
times deliberately, in other
cases out of ignorance
— including by keynote
speakers at mass rallies...

HE wery thought that any in the name af

whatever distorted ide

innocent and defen:
strangers Lo them is
and terrifying. | do net know if it is p
cate this phenomenon from oue seeieth
bt | firmly be
Lo achieve this goal, It
inevitable, to Te sh
mass sheoling at Bondi Beach, whene two gunmen,
father and som in this case, targeted hundreds of
people who were attending the first evening of the
Jewish celebration of Hanukkah, 1t is what we learn
from these killings that must make us determined to
prevent (he next atrocity, and the ane after.

There are two aspects of this hornfic incident that
require immediate, urgent, determined amd convics
Lian-driven action, The first

i

o issiee that we
ing about & the unbeara-
Iu can acquire Jethal weapins,
ajid Akram, whe allegedly carried ul the
Bondi Beach attack aleig with hia son Naveed, legally
allowed to owi six rifles and & ns

terioration in the public dis-

both verbal and physical, i
ulﬂh

luding in the palitical
t but nulr\eitnctcd to it The too-¢agy, get-out-
u-\ill\d it 1o dis-

unc. the peeaple hehind
from the platforms: thems
firma that the proliferation o
resulls i many mone deaths than e
Social media is &n enabler that i ly reveals and

hia have reached unpre in the slreets
as well as through th mfort and relative mymity
of the keyboard, One alse cannot igeere that the other
side of the coin is that, becnise of the expression of
hate speech and the physical attacks thal target people
utionz of epecilic minonities, there i al
L attempt ta silence entirely legitimate del
st Such debates should be f aff.
pain and anger cansed by O, and what has
ppened aluu in Gaza and the West Bank are un-
As has been repeatedly painted out,
15 af wecupating — and the litany of thess ills s
long and extremely disturbing — could net ju
atrocilies of thal day, nor thuse committed by lseael
in response. What is also it
all Palestinianz with Hamas, L cla

o inneeent peephe in Gaza,” or to blame all [seaelis
ar even Jews abroad lor the behavior of the [sraeli
government and its military.

Peotesting the killing of mare than 70,000 Pales.
bmians. in Gaga, the widespread devastation and
the unbearable and inexcusable humanitarian dis-
aster for mill i
imnate, but trength
of civil sucieties acrass the glabe, However, there
has alzo been a dog-whistle incitement against
Jews thet goes hevond conatructive criticiam and
calls te stop the war and ensure accountability, At
timiee deliberate I) in other cases oul of ignorance
peakers at mass rallies
e heyend questioning the
of [srael in Gaza and a5 far as questicning
macy of the exigtence of lsrael and of Zien.
= shades. AL times, il has morphed into

antisemitic slur ne placards and slogans have
een clearly antisemitic, including “Jews conteol
i\rul'r a® or ane in which the Star of David on an

d lsracli flag was replaced by a swastika,

redeases the worst of oo many of os Over the last two
years, since the Hamas attack on Oct. 7, 2 d the
war that followed in Gaza, antisemitism and [slamopho-

AL the same lime, for Israeli Prime Minister Netan-
yihue Lo Tash out al Australian PM Anthony Alhanese
following the attack in Sydney and claim that “your

call for a Palestinian state pours fuel on the anlise
miti fire” is a complete falseham that should be ne-
jected cubright. [t was no mere than another cynical
attempt by Metanyahu to score cheap poinks with his
hase by explaiting this tragedy.
Whenever such a deadly altack takes place, there is
litthe doubt that a security failure has bappened and
mnst Be investigil clief that such
an incidenl simply ¢
might have led to misplaced complacency, resulting
bi tion between the shooters and
hy the securnty fi
back to the

soecalled right e bear arms
ered 1o be a divine right and in

in same ¢
thers

s central te the right o selfdelense. All evidence
confirms that the profiferation of arms among civik
sayed.

ians results in many mare deaths than liv
In & world that is becoming dangerously
and where meilen 15 rifee, to allow civilians — with
little Lo no knowledge of their mental stale or when
the wsceptible to radicalization — L carey

e

yeapons constilnles crimingl neglect by Uhe state.
Security should be provided by Lhe stale and not
hy ind Furthie.
mar six lethal
weapons defies common sense.
Unfortunately, mass shoolings and political klllmyq
are ph that repeat th il and
thedr tragic resnlts cannot and should nok he wu..rwl
let abome tolerated. To al lea iderahly reduce, if
not eliminate, such acis, there is 2 need for a change in
| dhiscourse o how disagreements within s
tend and 1o shift the conversation about the
wight Lo own weapons, There is i divine eight Lo owi
fums and there i itedy na divine right to b
er pesple murderou the name of any set of hel
- Yossi Mekelberg is professor of international
relalions and an associale fellow of the MENA
Program at Chatham House,
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Vladimir Putin,
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COAS Polo, Tent Pegging
Championship concludes

The championship reflects the Pakistan Army's rich wraditions of sportsmanship, discipline,
and excellence. Eight teams participated in the championship in which Peshawar
Corps emerged victorious, while Gujranwala Corps secured the runners-up position
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Cristiano Ronaldo
reveals bold career
target after Best Middle

Eastern Player win

Ronaldo Targets 1,000 Goals After Best
Middle Eastern Player Award, Commits
o Playing Past 40, Staying Motivated with
Al-Naz=r, And Ending Portugal Career At
2026 World Cup Finale, Legacy, Farewell
DUBAL Cristiano Ronaldy bies sit 2 new s inspizing carcer
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Veteran Pakistani
diplomat Rafeeuddin
Ahmed laid to rest

NEW YORK:
Ahmed, wh
an Moenday in s graveyard in the ad
Jersey. Ahmed, llnny\rv\‘d the Un

Eminent Paketam diplomat Raleenddin

IImllmﬂ alter a Dru[nu.[ d illmess. He was
a was altended by a lirge number
his friends and UN colloagues s well as
P\'rm.«nvm Representative
mbassadar Usman Jadacn, tep
government al the fuseral.

in
family mombae
of Pakistan te the 1IN,
resented the Pakistani

Ambasaador Asim [ftikhar Ahmad, the permanent rep-
resentative, ia coerently in Islamabad. [0 # statement
follawing Rafesunddin & M
Ahmad paid tribu
ure in intersatic
with distinction in urnmmull

ral, Chef

Representative of the ‘wul'l.lr}-(rum' il - Agencies

The race to find Fﬂl'llllllﬂ-l’s
first-ever woman champion

NOTTINGHAM: A dozen girs whisted around an English
kartiing track, part of 4 pienecring drive o deaw weme ko
matnesports aml mayhe even mee o the tog in maledom:
irated Fornwla 1. A special test day m Octaber in Nolting:
ham aimed to address 2 major gender gap in FL ope of
the flashiest of sports. Ttadian Lella Lombardi was (he last
warkan 1 compets i an FL Grand Prix in 1976, and the
ahsence of wamen on the circi s linked b voung girs” fim
ited expesure bo matorsperts, according 1o gender parity
mgansations More Than Egual, a sosprafit that supports
wamen drivers, said girs star Rarting (wo years later than
beys om mverage. Seventine F1 champion Lewss I:nmdmn.
for example, got nko the format aged qust eight
the first stepe that 1 girl could take,” Cameron Higgs, S
i and siadeny pethway manager at Motorsport VR, told
AFP, *We're reafly trying to join the dots hetween grass-
oot and elite.” The enthusiasm was palpalde among the
youngsters, wha wers mostly new to karting.

Same: attended the taster day, supparted by makeup come
pmy Charledte Tillury, sfter watching F1 while others were
enconirgged by their parenta Nome ssemed ot off by FI%s

breakneck speed, the thrumming engines and the prospect
of driving a vohicle years bafire they ane od encagh L have
a driver's licence. “Dp the second tame, | cime first and I'm
wery provd,” beamed 1lgvarcld Meyan, *| watch Formula
1 quite aften, and =0 | kind of knew hiow to gel around the
track.” amid Erin, also 11, F1's official website boasts & ghobal
Eanbase of 427 million people - & 63 percent increase since
P14, Pt there s a1 parido FL s one of the wordd's few
mangendersegregated sports yet ane of the most maledome
matel. “Wo kenow that the pathweay for fomale drivers hasn'L
sucessfully for a woman into Formals g competitively in
e Bast 50 yesaes,” More Than Equal's head of deiver devel-
apment Lauren Forrow told AFE That means that gids ar:
“net thrivi in” The argan-

‘et thriving within® the curnent system, she sai
wation has pledged o “make history™ by traiming 2 woman
nod pust Lo compete buk to win, *We know that this i a seal
challenge and that it's aever been done before.” CEO Tom
Stantan told AFE. Mere Than Egual Tets limited access to
motarsparts at an eary age, cultural and structurad biases,
sponsarship gaps and a lack of role modeks at the top
Farriers obstructing women's endey ine
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LONDON: The  England Men's the 0D squad for the first time sinc shire) {Captain)
than has named the squads for next December 2028 and will be looking 1o Behan Ahmed (Leicestershire)
ur of Sri Lanka and 4 his eight caps i the format, Tom Banton {Somersel)
r the 1CC Men's T20 ut parly departs on 18 [an- wary  Jacob Bethell (Warwickshire)
arld Cup 24 od jeintly by India an 5 Jos Buttler (Lancashire)
.anka in "Imnn and March. Th i Men’s 0D N (] Brydon Carse {Durham)

Zak Crawley (Kent)

Sam  Curran{Surrey

% Liam Dlwrsnn {Hamp-

England announce squad for SL tour, T20 WC 2026
The Sri Lanka tour includes three ODIs and three IT20s

shire)

Ben Duckett (Nottinghamshire)
Will Jacks (Surrey)

Jamie Overton (Surrey)

Adil Reshid (Yorkshire)

Joe Root (Yorks! ]

Luke Wor Il".anc'uh' e}

Englzad A for Sri Lanka and T2
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Harry Brook (Yorkshire) (Cap-
Lain

Behan Ahmed {Leicestershire)
Jofra Archer (Sussex) ICC
Men's T20 World Cup only
Tom Banton {Somerset)

Jacob  Bethell (Warwick-
. shire)

\ Jos Buttler (Lancashire)
Brydon Carse (Durham)
Sri Lanka tour only
Sam Curran (Surrey)
Liam Dawson (Hamp-
shire), Ben Duckett (Not-
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JAKARTA: Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri, Pakistan ambassador to Imlryneum Had a lrrud:lm\'t meeting mlh Vice Minister of Trade. They exchanged views
&

trade volumes & concluding Comprehensive Economic

the Syrim pes £00p At

Partnership Agreement helween I'alns!m and Indonesia by 2027-DNA
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ECC approves TSGs, pays

late Dr. Shamshad

he ECC also reviewed and approved a summary of the Defence Division seeking a Technical Supple-
mentary Grant for the procurement of bullet-proof vehicles, noting the operational imperatives and

ated reguirements underpmnlng the proposal

: Prime Mimister on
e HAr n_Akhtar

‘\||I|1u|||\ i, the and approved a

the Defence Division seck-

up the apenda items placed befin summary «
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Bangladesh halts
controversial

farmers relocation of

'l'”\l President =
Mindday at the ( R h f
Pabice: Minilar ol Agrical | onmgya reiugees
ture, Water Resources and |
|"'i5}“h"ril-:-_l Frzeddine Hen | DHAKA: When Bangladesh Taumched a mukimillon-dollar

Chikth, CEO of thie Mation:
Ofive Ol Office, Moer Ben

| prgect to elomte Rohingya refogees io 3 remate island, it
| promised & hetter Hfe. Five years on, the controversial plan
{ lsas stalled, 8= sueloeities find it is unsustsimable sod rofie
et fles badk to cvercrowded mainland camps. The Blm:-an
Char ishnd emerzed naturally from river sesiments some:
years aga. 1t lies in the Bay of Bengml, mver 60 km from lhnz.
labessbr's mamlasd. Bever inhabied, the 40 s, ki anss ws
e | deeboped fo seconymedate 100,000 Bohingya refugess from
1 the camped camps of the coastal Cox's Razar district. Relo-

| cating to the Eland started in earty December 2020, de
| protests frem the UN and humanitarian arganmtions, which
 warned that it wes volnerable 1o cyclones and Ooodieg, and
i llm s imeation sestricted soces Lo cmeruency servioes, Cver
penpl theen mied b Bhasan Char by the Bangladesh
N. . ol by anceber 1500 tie same month. During 25 such
bramsfiers, mine Chin 58 (00 reloged: wene neseliled an the sbaod

undersconed th
nativnal duty noqire
ing all chstacles, especal

those Gncing snsdl farmers, | by Octisber 2024. The relocation project wos spearheaded by the
o that they can fully and fair- | povernment of foemer Prme Minstor Sheikh Hasma, whe wes
Ty chtain thei s, from | osted] last yearn The new admimistration has sine sispesded &

indiefinitely, *The Bapghcdesh goermmest will not conduct any
farther nefocation of the Rohiszya to Blossn Char ol The
Fmain reson is Uhat Lhe conmbrys presses revernment coosidens
I.lu.pm;.u it viable,” Mizganer Bahoian, sofugee relief and naje
riion commissionr in Co's Bazar, ol Amb News on Sunday,
i 'm povernment’s decinn was peomed by dita fram UN agen
| cies, which showed that |1|¢n1hc|ns nn ]l'.l:um Chnr m\nl\lud JJ
peren hagr:
Teazay, Rihman said, "On the other Nm Ihr ]h\hmm ARy Bk
soluntarily ceming farwand for rkscation to the iknd. Mang of
thisse previously nelocted hnve fled ., Arund 25,006 ar qr
renlly [rieg o the wnd, whike about 1000 hive rdermed
Cent's Bamiar ain thess' own.
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|SLAMABAL: Federal Inte
riar Minister Molsin Nagvi
and Khyber Pakhtunkhws

Giowerner  Fakal  Karim

ing on evie
the provinee's security sit
ation aml oogoing
termurism operatic
ioverner  Kundi :
the imterior mimister on
the challenges facing KP.
particalsrly in its
regions,  where
forces are engaged in
weations against militant
networks, He stressed that

fesdersl

way

peace in the provinee.
luterior  Minister  Maqw

asured the governor of
ral government’s
|,|.m1 dechar

I
the ngl\l agninst terrarzm
and vowed that oo lealency
ch

that

emphasized
efforis were under
way o disnnthe extremist
elements, while Gavernor

Jomt

alled for more ¢
mated and unificd meas
ures {o counter the threat
wf terrorism, - AFP

Erdogan,

Nigerien

President
Tchiani talk
NBUL: President Re-
Tayyip Erfogan held

erverkation
orien President

1%
cap
a t

bdurrabiman Tehiani, The
1}

During the meetin
denl Erdogan staned ib
attaches importance

they will continue to take
t deepen the strong
the

AW Counlis in AreaE,
especally energy, mming.

and defense, - Agencies
India expedites
massive
hydropower
projects on
Chenab River

DNA
ISLAMABAD: 1n & meowe
termud by Pakistan as a de-
liberate “weapcnisstion  of

i
e, leclia b fast tracked
massive hytropower projects
an the Chessh River, esca
lating tesions over the de
adesald Indus Waters Treaty
{IWT) of 1960, Officiabe sy
New Dulli & apgressimely

manipulating river  flows

egally Occupied Jammu and

le.mu (TREC,

ol Tndin's push s the 185
gawatts Sanvalkote Hy-

Pak reaffirms commitment
to Multilateral Diplomacy

Pakistan’s diplomatic outreach at the UN continues to play a
pivotal role in fostering peace and stability, aligning with the
govemment S broader vision for a rules-based international order

Manvoor ANsak

ISLAMABAL: In & ssgnificant diplomatic
engagement underscoring Pakistan's stesd-

Repre

on muldateralism, Deputy Prime
ster and Froign Minister M
I=hang Dar rce
atve to the nited Nations in
New York, Ambassador Asim Iftikhar, at

N
vid Pakistan's Permanent

ikchar provided a comy
the Pakistan Missic

the Mimzstry of Foeeign Affaies today.

During the meeting, Anbassadar Asim 1fi-
shensive hriefing on
" anguing activities in
New York, with particutar emphasis on en

wagements at the United Matioes Secarity
Councl (ITNSC) and ather key TN bodios
II-: highlighted the Mission’s sustain
farts to effectively project Pakistan's
5 priotities an the gobal stage,
mxlmluru, l|\|' orgstanding issues of Jamemu
anil Eashmir and the Palestinian caue
The Deputy Prime Mi d

Minister appre
active mle and ted the critical im:
portance of the | Matzons and mul-
I|Ialu'ai inaticutions in umn\mz ul

tor [har stressed that
Pakistan D dcails conmiihad: b up
hekiling the principles of the TN Charter
aml advancing dialguedriven salutios to
nal challenyes.

'I'his: highdevel mteraction comes as Paki-

fs— meml.er of the 1|
e

teem, where it has u-nam(-

The meeting reflocts Ieiamabad'’s ¢ g
g dedication to multilsteral diplonssey
amid evolving regional and insernatianal
dynamics, ensuring thal Pakistan's vaice

on key malters—partculidy the right to
sell-datermiantion for the A of famen
apil Kashmir and suppart for Palestinian
rights—momains. prominent at the warld's
premier foram. Pakistan's diplamatic out-
el at the TN contimes o gl

rale in lostering peace anid stablity, align-
g with the government’s broader visien
Tow & ridesbased international erier,

US pledges $2 billion for
Wlth adapt shrmk or die'

ashingto

UN agencies b "ndapt, shrink er die”. With its pledge,
announced at the US mission in Geneva alongride UN
ai chiel Tom Fletcher, the <l States is pursiing a

b ewethaul of how it funds UN hunsanitarian work.
Instead of handing funds 1o individual agencies, the Lnit-
ed States will funned its contributions through the UN aid
agency OCHA, headed by Fletchor, which earfer this year
Eaunched a si-called Hunsanitarion Resed to inprove efficien-

Ther US funds - weleomed by UN See-
terres = will then be disribated
. }o.muxmx: epublic

ntral Emengy m.} Ih.:.;-vn-«- led which pro-
e swifl aid as b wmwegencies erupt 1t R
will alse rece ol

entor US offsial for foreign assistance, humanitacian
aff.ma«nel relighons frecdom, wld reporte

e are other countrigs that we will aﬂd
tn et more funding into this mechanis
Amang the mot listed w
where Lewin stressed the n

A5 W cantinue

ol Afghanistan,
revent diversion o

ed Lo

UN aid,
warning

the Taliban and ather 75-designated forelan tesrorist o
atisations”. Gazs was ale sbsent, but Lewin said there
would he more focus on aid for th ed Palestine
ian Lerritery as US President Denald “Trump's trace plan
with lsrael moves forward.

“Thi= new miodel will better share the burden of UN
humanitarian werk with other developed countrics and
will require the N Lo cut blaat, remave duplication, and
commit o powerful new impact, ili
sight nlﬂh.nn-m-c o UH Becretary .\I

+d States remained the lap
varld in 225, hut that amount
billion = dews from arcasd $11 ba-
lion im 21 24, and from over $14 billion In 2022,
Other key donar contnbries have also beva Lghtening teir
belts, triggering major upheaval in the global aid seclor,
“Indivirdual 1IN agen: will need m adapt, shrink, ar di
a State Department statement said. Fletcher, who is British,
skl the US pledge was s “extraordinary” commament, whils
Catormes said it would help save fves, "Evary doflar counts.
~ i we: are: committed b making the most af this support to
¢ real results far peaple in " Gulermes's
spobesnun, Stephane Dujarric, -uml in 4 statement, -~ APP

fell sigmificantly to

Pakistan poised ior
inaugural Panda
Bond issuance

1

SarFuLLAR ANSAR
ISLAMABAD: Fedoral Minister for Finance and Resenue,
Senator Muhanmiad Aurangzeb, Tss sakl that Pakistan is
preparing for the: inswgural issuance of & Pands Bond in

the Chinese capital market, marking 3 significint mile
stane in deepening financial and econcomic Ges belween
Pakzztan and China. Speaking intervicw with China
Gilobal Televisivn Network (CUTN), the Financs Minister
emphasizod that the move soflects the growing strength,
mluriey and diversification of bilateral relations, which
continme te evalve from infrastructaredod wr;wmnm o
& broad-tazed, market-driven economic

Higghlighting China's pesition as Pakiston's largest trading
partner, with hiliteral trade nearing USE 17 hillion in the
first ighé months of the year, Senator Aurangzeh under
seared that the relationship between the lwa countries s
comemtently moved Srom strength 1o strength® over the
tlecaden, He noted that Chima has stocd firmly with Pake
tan ab internationsl fora and has played o piveeal role m
Pakistan's coosomic development, partialardy through
CPEC, which memaing the flagship project of the Belt
and Read Initiative. The Finance Minister explained that
while: CPEC Phase] focused an building critscal infrastroc
ture nclading roads, ports, amperts and enenge prgects,
LCPEC Phasell has now been formally launched [ollowing
hagh-tevel engapements with Pressdent X Jmpieg and Pre
mier Li (hiang eardier this year. He said the new phase 5
centenad o moneliging existing infrestruclore and i in-
creasingly drmven by busingssticbusiness (BER) conpen-
tiom, reflecting & shift toward sustabnable, privatecectorded
growih, Responding to gquestionz on Pakistans econom-
ic_priarities, Senator Aurangzeh deniified spricultir,
minerals and mining, artiicial ntelligence and the digh
tal economy as key areas attracting Chinese investment.

|n|ha||

m the
district, this rum-ofthe -
er progect will inclide a
142, S-metre-high dam and
an  umdergrmund  power

house capable of generating
aillion units of elec

featire six
and ane
f.ﬂlum by

SMW

units i \mu- ]I. The pri-
ot covers 1,401 hectare
ncluding F47 hectares
forest land, and will dis

Tocal communities,

in abeyance — &

Pakistan re
illegal and provucative
Analysts warn thal the p
Ject, along with other me-
srschomes, snals India’s
intent ta assert contro

rivers allacated to Fakistan
under the treaty. - APP

At UN, Pakistan warns Israel’s
recognition of ‘Somaliland’

The ‘Somaliland’ region remains an integral,
inseparable, and inalienable part of Somalia

DNA
UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan Tuesday condemned
Israet's “dircct assanll™ an Somalia’s unity and ter

ritarial integrity through the “untawful® recegnition
al “Samaliland” region, warning that the mave could
theeaten stability in the Horn of Mrica and wadercul
ppadish wvereignty and political cohesion,

“The “Somaliland” region remains an integral, insepare
hie, and inalienable part of Somalia. No external actor
has either the legal standing or the moral authority
Lo alter that fundamental reality,
Jadoen, depaty permancnt repre :
ta the United Nations, teld the 1IN Security L:-lim.ll
which IIIN\RI\<Ld recent develo > i
and Terac| s alficial recognition of the re
ot that diverts atteation, weak
o0 i profoundly irspomsibh

Tu. added,

af Fal Ianed ha:

N a central

somrce of nstability and conflict in the Middle East for dec.
ades, the Pakistan envoy sail. “1t is now exporting this
eatabilwing conduct to the Horn of Alrica,
Muost speakers in the debate decried the Teraefl move in
chear terms, with anly the United States and lsrael defend-
ing it. Israel “has the same right to conduct diplamatic
relations as any sther sove State”, the United States
ntatiwe; Tamemy Broce, told the
e B i anmouncement o make
" and there has
an policy,” whe adred,

larael’s announcement triggered brosd regionsl and i
termational pushback, including 4 joinl statement by 20
Middle Eastorn, Asian ned African countries rejecting and
condemning the action, Pakistan is o signatury to th
ement. Begi & and parloers - -
chuding the Leapue of Arab States, the Eastern |'\|I'K.Il|
Community, the Crganizati the Tskamic Confe

and the Eurepesn nion — reiterated the noed
Somalin's unity, oversignty and Lerritorial integri

Two killed 1in strike
on drug boat in
Eastern Pacific

WASHINGTON: The US military said Monday twa
were killed in a steibe on an alleged drugsmuggling o
in the Eastorn Pacific, bringing th total killed in Washing-
ton's campaign in the region to at |east 107,
lma past ts X, U8 Southern Conmund sasd Sintellipence
conifirmed the vessol wes trassiting along Knowns narco-Lraf-
ficking roates in the Eastorn Pacific and was engaged in
narcorafficking cperations,” ading rwo men were illed.
\<| included a hlackandwhite video of the Tlethal kines
s n i sl hoat, with what appeared 1o e
||Iw-|\u\_ Msshes and flaming debeis visible. Since Septeml
5 military has carriod aut ot least 34 strikes on what it
ane hoats wsed fo smagge drigs te the United States,
with the majority of the attacks ncorrring in the Eastern Pa.
cific. Same ha
The akininietration bas provided s ovidencs that the
oA boats wore involved in dnag trafficking, promptie

Lar-

sy the strikes likely ameant 1o
extrajudicial killmgs, o charge that Washington denbes, The
1S milizary's post did net ,.. iy whete exactly the strike
toak place. News of the lat tack came after US Prosk
dent Dosald Trumy o lflrlm-d Mansday that Washington had
hit o destroed & docking area for alleged dnag biats n
Venegoels, m what coudl amount Lo the first land strike of
ther midlitary campaign said Lo tanget deug ieallicking, - APP

India says its
economy has
overtaken
Japan

DNA

NEW DELHL: India b
taken Japan as |
Tt bupest y
and officials hope o pass
rrmany within these yers,
the gowrnment’s endofear
ecpnomic eview cakulates:
Official - confirmsatzm,  hiw
ever, depends on data due
in 2026 when final anmual
grass domestic product g
ures are released, with IMF
suggesting ndia will cross

rlil's
Tastost-growing major cooe-
omies and i well-positioned
Lo snstain this momentum,”
road the grverament o
nomie brieling note, which
wis releazed late Monday,

“With GDI wahied at 3418
trilliom, lnd@ has surpassed
Japan to become the word's
Tourth-la

i poised to displace Ger
many from the third rank
in the next twoandatall 1o
three yoars, with gj
ed GDP of &7
2000, IMF pr
B028 put India’
at 451 trillien, comy

with Japan's $4.46 trillw
New Delhi's upbeat
ment comes despi
¢ wormies after Washington
in August hit New Delhi with
huger Larifs over its purclas
ex of Rusaian ol India said
cantinued growth reflects its
“resilience amid persisent
globial trade uncertaintios”,

Iran President

for listening
to farmers
demands

DNA

TEHRAN: lman's president
urged s gowernment {o
listen Lo the “legitinste
mands” of protestars, s
medin reporied an

capital had shat their stones
e thie sicani day in s row om
Mondsy, alter lan's eebat-
thod currency hit new lows on
themofficial marke, Tha US
dedlar was trading Al arand
142 midlive rabs an Susday
— compares] Lo B20000 rials
a year ago — amd the eurm
neaging 1.7 million rials, ac-
canting to price monionng
websites, “1 hav
bikerive nalister U
the legitimate do
the protesters by engasiog

ernient can do everyihing
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