
Around 40 killed in 
explosion at Swiss bar

Some of the victims are from other countries, said Stephane Ganzer, 
head of security for the Valais canton. The canton’s head of police, 

Frederic Gisler, said a helpline had been opened for relatives

News Desk

BERN: Around 40 people have been killed 
and 100 injured, most of them seriously, 
after an explosion tore through a crowded 
bar during a New Year’s Eve party in the 
upscale ski resort of Crans-Montana, Swiss 
officials said on Thursday. A fire broke 
out at 6.30 a.m. PKT in a bar called “Le 
Constellation” in the resort in southwest-
ern Switzerland. The cause of the blast 

remains unclear but authorities said it ap-
peared to be an accident. “At the moment 
we are considering this a fire and we are 
not considering the possibility of an at-
tack,” prosecutor Beatrice Pilloud told a 
press conference, adding that authorities 
had opened a full investigation. Some of 
the victims are from other countries, said 
Stephane Ganzer, head of security for the 
Valais canton. The canton’s head of police, 
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One killed in 
grenade attack

News Desk

SIBI: An explosion near 
Chenak Chowk in Ba-
lochistan’s Sibi district on 
Thursday killed one person 
and injured five others, ac-
cording to a police official.
Station House Officer (SHO) 
Ghulam Ali Abro, posted in 
Sibi, told Dawn that the in-
cident was a grenade attack 
which occurred at 7:05pm.
“One person expired and 
five others were injured,” 
the SHO said. “Security 
forces and Edhi ambulanc-
es arrived on the scene as 
soon as they received re-
ports about the incident.” 
He further told reporters at 
the site of the attack that six 
injured people were trans-
ported to a hospital, with 
one of them succumbing to 
their injuries on the way.

Continued on Page 06

PM Shehbaz Sharif 
calls for proposals to
strengthen economy

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif on Thursday calling the implementation 
of the government’s policies on economic 
governance inevitable, sought proposals 
from all relevant ministries suggesting 
practical measures and a comprehensive 
strategy involving minimal duration.
The prime minister, chairing a review 
meeting on economic reforms, increasing 
investment, and progress on proposed de-
velopmental projects, on the first day of 
the new year, also sought recommendations 
aimed at further facilitation of foreign and 
domestic investors. He viewed that coordi-
nation among all ministries and cooperation 
between federal and provincial governments 
had a crucial role in effective economic re-
forms and overall economic growth.  Call-
ing the institutional and administrative 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Shair chairs a high-level meeting, in Islamabad. – DNA

He viewed that coordination among all ministries 
and cooperation between federal and provincial 

governments had a crucial role in effective 
economic reforms and overall economic growth

Briefs Pak, India
share lists 
of nuclear 

installations

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Tahir Hussain Andrabi on Thursday 
said that Pakistan and India exchanged the 
lists of their nuclear installations under a 
special agreement prohibiting them from 
attacking each other’s nuclear facilities.
“Pakistan and India exchanged the lists of 
their respective nuclear installations pursu-
ant to the agreement on Prohibition of At-
tacks against Nuclear Installations and Fa-
cilities between Pakistan and India signed 
on 31st December 1988,” Andarbi told dur-
ing a weekly media briefing in Islamabad.
“The list of nuclear installations and 
facilities was officially handed over to 
the representative of the Indian High 
Commission in the Foreign Office today 
(Thursday). I understand that the Indian 
government is also sharing the list of In-
dian nuclear installations with our High 
Commission in New Delhi,” he added.
The spokesperson said that both coun-
tries also exchanged the lists of prisoners 
in each other’s custody through diplomat-
ic channels. Commenting on the regional 
situation, the Foreign Office spokesper-

son expressed concern over the ongoing 
developments in Yemen. He said that Is-
lamabad emphasised that the Yemen cri-
sis should be resolved through dialogue 
and diplomatic means and reiterated its 
full solidarity with Saudi Arabia.
Andrabi added that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif had a telephonic conversation with 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man during which both leaders discussed 
bilateral relations and regional matters. Ac-
cording to the spokesperson, the two lead-
ers reaffirmed their commitment to further 
strengthening cooperation between Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia in various fields.
Andrabi said that Pakistan has reiterated 
its support for China’s position on Taiwan. 
The spokesperson said that National Assem-
bly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq represented 
Pakistan at the funeral prayers of former 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Khaleda Zia. 
“The speaker also conveyed condolences to 
the son and daughter of the late leader on 
behalf of the government and people of Paki-
stan.” The Foreign Office spokesperson stat-
ed that Pakistan has rejected Israel’s move 
to recognise Somaliland as an independent 
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List of nuclear facilities in Pakistan 
officially handed over to representative 
of Indian HC, says FO spokesperson

Member 
of Iranian 

security 
forces killed
Iranian president 

calls on govt to take 
action to improve 

economic situation

DNA
TEHRAN: A member of 
Iran’s security forces was 
killed during protests that 
erupted last week, state tel-
evision reported on Thurs-
day, citing a regional official. 
“A 21-year-old member of 
the Basij from the city of 
Kouhdasht was killed last 
night [Wednesday] by rioters 
while defending public or-
der,” the channel said, citing 
Said Pourali, the deputy gov-
ernor of Lorestan Province. 

Continued on Page 06

Abdul Waheed Waheed 

PESHAWAR: Pakistan’s internal security situation 
has continued to deteriorate despite the closure of 
crossing points along the Durand Line nearly three 
months ago and the use of air power against targets 
inside Afghanistan. These measures have not yield-
ed the intended security outcomes nor led to align-
ment with Pakistan’s stated objectives. Instead, they 
have coincided with civilian harm, including women, 
children, and athletes, highlighting the limitations of 
unilateral, militarized approaches and underscoring 
the importance of coordinated regional and interna-
tional efforts to promote stability.
Experience from nearly five decades of conflict 
in Afghanistan suggests that neglecting the root 
causes of radicalization and prioritizing coercive 
responses over structural reforms, systematic in-
clusivity, equitable distribution of opportunities, 
and credible political processes has contributed to 
the persistence and evolution of extremism rather 
than its reduction. Efforts to externalize responsi-
bility have further compounded regional instability.
Non-state armed groups reportedly operating 
in the region appear to have evolved from rigid 
hierarchical structures into decentralized, adap-
tive networks capable of operating across areas 
of fragile security and limited stability. Their 
activities are often rooted in local grievances 
and influenced by surrounding political and so-
cial conflicts. While these groups have gained 
operational flexibility, their ideological narra-
tives, propaganda, and recruitment mechanisms 
frequently remain tied to centralized leadership. 

This adaptability enables them to withstand sus-
tained military campaigns, exploit governance 
gaps, and persist despite external pressure.
Historical experience shows that even legitimate 
and justified militarized responses to militancy 
often produce unintended and destabilizing con-
sequences rather than lasting solutions. Afghani-
stan’s anti-Soviet armed struggle, for instance, stra-
tegically facilitated the emergence of al-Qaeda as 
a transnational network backed by external actors, 
while the so-called global war on terror contributed 
to the rise of ISIS. Subsequent military operations 
against ISIS fragmented the organization, acceler-
ating the proliferation of splinter groups and affili-
ated cells across multiple regions. 
The ongoing operations and escalating attacks by 
armed groups in the region underscore that these 
are far from isolated security incidents. Rather, 
they reflect deeper strategic miscalculations and 
structural challenges, compounded by longstand-
ing policy failures and historical grievances. These 
groups exploit gaps in coordination and protracted 
political tensions, drawing strength from civilian 
casualties during operations and embedding them-
selves within local conflict dynamics.
The challenges Afghanistan and its neighbors face 
today cannot be separated from the regional and 
international policies pursued during the Cold War 
and its aftermath. During that period, financial, mil-
itary, and logistical support was provided to various 
armed actors for strategic purposes, creating mili-
tant infrastructures that have endured for decades. 
Many of those who enabled and benefited from 
these networks have largely evaded accountability, 
leaving Afghanistan and the wider region to bear 

the long-term consequences. 
The result is a cycle of instability, weakened 
governance, and persistent insecurity, demon-
strating that external interventions, even when 
framed as strategic necessities, can leave deep 
and lasting scars when local governance struc-
tures are ignored or undermined. Today, these 
historical legacies continue to shape security dy-
namics, constrain development, and complicate 
regional cooperation, underscoring the urgent 
need for policies that prioritize local stability, 
accountability, and inclusive governance.
Traditional social institutions, including tribal 
jirgas, religious leaders, media, and civil society 
activists, retain significant potential for media-
tion, community engagement, and the promotion 
of non-violent narratives, provided they operate 
with genuine neutrality.  Tribal elders, religious 
scholars, and community representatives have 
historically played key roles in resolving disputes, 
maintaining social cohesion, and bridging divides 
in times of crisis. Today, however, their capacity is 
often compromised. Political actors, both state and 
non-state, frequently instrumentalize these figures 
to advance narrow agendas, while coercion and 
pressure further weaken their independence. 
The result is an erosion of public trust and legit-
imacy, leaving communities more vulnerable to 
polarization, radicalization, and social fragmen-
tation. Strengthening these institutions’ autono-
my and ensuring their voices are respected could 
transform them into powerful anchors for peace, 
stability, and civic resilience in Afghanistan and 
the wider region. Long-term stability will de-
pend on moving beyond cycles of militarization 

toward structural approaches that prioritize 
political inclusion, accountable governance, 
social cohesion, and sustained dialogue.
Recent trends reveal sustained violence, declining 
trust, and largely reactive security coordination 
along the Durand Line. Despite heavy securitiza-
tion, the gates on Durand Line lacks predictable, 
mutually accepted management mechanisms, 
creating risks for regional stability, economic 
connectivity, investment, and international secu-
rity. Addressing these challenges requires policies 
grounded in historical lessons and empirical reali-
ties. Key steps include preventing sovereignty vi-
olations, minimizing civilian harm, restoring trade 
and transit, finalizing bilateral agreements, and es-
tablishing a joint bilateral mechanism to regulate 
the opening and closure of Durand Line gates, sup-
ported by strengthened intelligence coordination.
The disruption of trade and restricted movement 
along the Durand Line further underscores the 
broader economic risks tied to these security and 
management failures. Exporters, traders, and reve-
nue authorities face both immediate and long-term 
losses, while markets and supply chains adapt to 
alternative routes, often bypassing traditional cor-
ridors.  These patterns demonstrate that milita-
rized responses alone cannot resolve the region’s 
complex security challenges. Without addressing 
underlying governance failures, political exclusion, 
and socioeconomic grievances, each operation 
risks fueling the very extremism it seeks to sup-
press. Sustainable security will require integrated 
strategies that combine political solutions, social 
inclusion, and local engagement, otherwise, cycles 
of violence and instability are destined to persist.

Pitfalls of controlling militancy by force

PTI seeks disqualification 
of Senator Saifullah Abro

The reference, moved by Zafar, invoked Article 
63-A of the Constitution, which deals with 
disqualification on grounds of defection

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The PTI submitted a reference 
to the Senate chairperson on Thursday, seeking 
the disqualification of Senator Saifullah Abro for 
defecting from party line and voting in favour of 
the 27th Constitutional Amendment. PTI Sen-
ator Ali Zafar posted about the development 
on his X account, saying: “Saifullah Abro went 
against party line by voting in favour of the 27th 
Constitutional Amendment, for which a refer-
ence for his disqualification has been filed.” 

Continued on Page 06

CM Sohail Afridi 
says he will visit 
Karachi on Jan 9

Bureau Reprot

KARACHI: Days after concluding a 
three-day visit to Lahore to launch PTI’s 
street movement, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi announced 
on Thursday that he will visit Karachi 
on January 9. “Friday, January 9!” the 
chief minister said on social media 
platform X. “Karachi, Sindh, are you 
ready?” Afridi said he would be coming 
to Karachi “bearing Imran Khan’s mes-
sage”, adding that he would be meeting 
“all friends of the party”. Afridi had 
previously announced that Karachi 
was his next destination for galvanis-
ing party supporters. During his visit 
to Lahore, the KP CM had attempted to 

Continued on Page 06

PSX opens 
2026 higher 

DNA
KARACHI” The equity market rose on 
Thursday, opening 2026 on a firm footing 
and crossing the 176,000 mark for the 
first time ever, after an upbeat Ministry 
of Finance (MoF) monthly outlook, fresh 
new-year fund allocations, and ongoing 
privatisation momentum improved risk 
appetite. The Pakistan Stock Exchange’s 
(PSX) benchmark KSE-100 Index settled 
at 176,355.49 points, up 2,301.17 points, 
or 1.32%, from 174,054.32.  During the 
session, the index touched a new all-time 
intraday high of 176,658.38, up 2,604.06 
points, or 1.5%, from the previous 
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446 MPs do 
not submit 
statement 
with ECP
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: The ECP on 
Thursday said 446 lawmak-
ers — including 125 members 
of the National Assembly — 
failed to submit their state-
ments of assets and liabilities 
with the ECP by the due date 
— set at December 31. In a 
press release issued today, 
ECP notified the lawmakers 
who had missed the earli-
er deadline to submit their 
statements by January 15, 
and said that “as many as 446 
lawmakers failed to submit 
their statements of assets 
and liabilities” with the ECP 
by the due date. Out of these, 
125 lawmakers are members 
of the National Assembly, 
26 Senators, 159 members 
of the Punjab Assembly, 62 
members of the Sindh As-
sembly, 48 members of KP 
Assembly and 26 members 
of Balochistan Assembly.

2025 proved 
to be ‘year 
of failures 
for India

DNA
NEW DELHI: The past year 
proved to be a “year of cri-
sis” for India, marked by a 
historic military setback 
against Pakistan, a weaken-
ing currency, and growing 
economic uncertainty, The 
Financial Times reported in 
its 2025 annual review.
Due to failed strategic 
autonomy, India was com-
pelled to simultaneously 
maintain relations with the 
United States (US), China, 
and Russia, read the report.
The report adds that the 
US-India trade agreement 
was postponed several 
times, while the imposition 
of American tariffs placed 
additional economic pres-
sure on New Delhi.
Similarly, the limited imple-
mentation of GST reforms 
also hindered economic 
growth. It further said that 
the Indian rupee continued 
to depreciate against the 
US dollar during 2025.
Earlier this year, Pakistan 
and Indian engaged in a mil-
itary showdown, the worst 
between the old foes in dec-
ades, which was sparked 
by an attack on tourists 
in IIOJK’s Pahalgam area, 
which New Delhi alleged 
was backed by Pakistan. 
Islamabad denied involve-
ment in the Pahalgam at-
tack, which killed 26 men 
and offered to participate 
in a neutral probe into the 
deadly incident. During the 
clashes, Pakistan downed 
seven Indian fighter jets, 
including three Rafale, 
and dozens of drones. 

Israel says it 
‘will enforce’ 

ban on 37 
NGOs in Gaza 

dna
TELV AVIV:Israel said that 
37 international NGOs 
operating in Gaza had not 
complied with a deadline to 
meet “security and transpar-
ency standards,” in particu-
lar disclosing information 
on their Palestinian staff, 
and that it “will enforce” a 
ban on their activities. The 
groups will now be required 
to cease their operations by 
March 1, which the United 
Nations has warned will ex-
acerbate the humanitarian 
crisis in the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory. “Or-
ganisations that have failed 
to meet required security 
and transparency standards 
will have their licenses sus-
pended,” the Ministry of 
Diaspora Affairs and Com-
bating Antisemitism said in 
a statement on Thursday.
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PESHAWAR: People across Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) have welcomed the recent reduction 
in prices of petroleum products by the Feder-
al Govt, describing it as a much-needed relief 
amid rising inflation and economic pressures.  
The experts appreciated Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz and his team for providing 
massive relief in petroleum products in Paki-
stan and termed it a gift of the new year. The 
cut in fuel prices has eased transportation 
costs and brought comfort to households and 
businesses struggling with high living expens-
es. Riazul Haq, former PST teacher told APP 
on Thursday that the substantial decrease in 
petrol and diesel prices by Federal Govt has 
already begun to reflect positively in daily 
life.  Public transport fares, which had surged 
following repeated fuel hikes in KP, are ex-
pected to stabilize, offering relief to commut-
ers who rely on buses, rickshaws, and taxis 
for their daily travel.  He said many drivers 
have expressed hope that the reduction will 
help them recover from months of financial 
strain caused by soaring fuel costs. “This re-
duction has come as a great blessing,” said a 

local transport worker Haji Ehsanullah Khan 
in Peshawar. “Fuel prices directly affect our 
income. Even a small decrease helps us save 
money and reduces pressure on passengers.”
Shopkeepers and traders have also reacted 
positively, adding that fuel prices play a cru-
cial role in determining the cost of goods.  
Zakirullah, a vegitable and fruit seller told 
APP at Pabbi bazzar that high transportation 
charges had previously forced vendors to 
increase prices, burdening consumers fur-
ther.  With fuel becoming comparatively 
cheaper, traders anticipate a slowdown 
in price hikes of essential commodities. 
Economists believe the reduction could 
help control inf lation if sustained over 
time. Petroleum products are a key in-
put in transportation, agriculture, and 
industry, and any price adjustment has a 
ripple effect across the economy.  Profes-
sor Dr Zilakat Malik, former Chairman of 
Economics Department at University of 
Peshawar said that lower fuel costs may 
also encourage business activity and im-
prove market confidence in the province. 

He stressed that the relief should be long-
term rather than temporary. “We have seen 
prices go down before, only to rise again with-
in weeks,” he said. “The government should 
ensure stability so people can plan their ex-
penses better.”Social media platforms were 
also flooded with reactions from the public, 
many praising the move while urging author-
ities to pass on the full benefit to consumers.
Users highlighted that any relief in fuel pric-
es should translate into reduced fares and 
lower prices of essential goods. Experts em-
phasize that while the reduction is a positive 
step, broader economic reforms are neces-
sary to ensure sustainable relief for the pub-
lic. They suggest improving energy policies, 
reducing taxes on fuel, and strengthening 
local production to minimize dependence 
on imports. For now, the people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa are hopeful that the decrease 
in petroleum prices marks the beginning of 
economic stability. As inflation continues 
to challenge households, even modest re-
lief measures are being embraced as a sign 
of responsiveness to public concerns.—APP

People in KP hail centre for 
reduction of petroleum products

KP to provide Rs 
3.9b for northern 

bypass project

LARKANA:  A gypsy young boy naps inside a bank’s ATM booth to escape the cold on  
Railway Station Road.

PESHAWAR :An important devel-
opment took place on Thursday in 
a meeting regarding the Peshawar 
Northern Bypass project, chaired by 
the Chief Minister of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Muhammad Sohail Afridi.
It was decided in the meeting that 
the Chief Minister would provide Rs. 
3.9 billion as bridge financing for the 
completion of the under-construction 
Northern Bypass project.
It was also decided that the provin-
cial government would provide Rs. 1 
billion required for the construction 
of two underpasses and one bridge 
on the Northern Bypass.
During the meeting, officials of the 

National Highway Authority (NHA) 
assured that the project would be 
completed by June 2026.
Addressing the meeting, Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad 
Sohail Afridi said that due to insuffi-
cient funding, the Peshawar North-
ern Bypass could not be completed 
since 2010, which has caused delays 
in development projects in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.
He said that this is a project of public 
interest, and the provincial govern-
ment will provide full cooperation for 
its early completion.
CM KP added that the project will 
promote commercial activities along 

with improving travel facilities.
The meeting was given a detailed 
briefing on the progress made so far. 
According to the briefing, Rs. 23.5 
billion has been spent on the project 
to date, with overall financial pro-
gress at 85.6 percent. Physical pro-
gress is 100 percent on package-1, 64 
percent on package-2, 86.6 percent 
on package-3, and 69 percent on 
package Three-A.
Advisor to the Chief Minister on Fi-
nance Muzammil Aslam, a Member 
of National Highways, the Commis-
sioner Peshawar, and officials from 
relevant provincial departments at-
tended the meeting—APP No rail tracks closed in KPK, 

Balochistan in last 2 years
ISLAMABAD :Pakistan 
Railways has not closed 
any railway track in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) or Ba-
lochistan during the past two 
years, with all tracks in both 
provinces remaining fully 
operational “Despite severe 
financial constraints, the rail-
ways continue to ensure safe 
operations, even as nearly 95 
percent of its expenditure is 
consumed by pay, pensions, 
fuel and utilities, leaving only 
five percent for maintenance 
of aging infrastructure and 
rolling stock,” an official in 
the Ministry told APP. The 
officials said the limited main-
tenance budget is being used 
strictly for essential safety-re-
lated works. To bridge fund-
ing gaps, Pakistan Railways 
has mobilized alternative 
financing sources, particular-
ly in KPK and Balochistan. 
Under the Public Sector 
Development Programme 
(PSDP), the Rohri–Sibi rail-
way track is being upgraded 
at a cost of Rs5.49 billion, 

while an additional $390 
million will be spent on up-
grading the Rohri–Spezand 
and Spezand–Nokundi sec-
tions in Balochistan, he add-
ed. Moreover, the official 
said a 33-kilometre stretch 
from Sariab to Kuchlak is 
being upgraded through Ba-
lochistan’s provincial PSDP. 
He said that several stations 
have also been upgraded. 
In KPK, Attock Khurd and 
the Washing Line at Pesha-
war Cantonment Station 
have been improved. In Ba-
lochistan, stations at Sariab, 
Quetta, Sheikh Manda, Bale-
li and Kuchlak are proposed 
for upgradation under the 
provincial PSDP. The official 
said that infrastructure safe-
ty has been strengthened 
through the rehabilitation 
of weak bridges, with four 
bridges reinforced in KPK 
and 21 in Balochistan. On 
passenger services, he said 
that Pakistan Railways has 
not discontinued any train in 
KPK or Balochistan during 

the last two years. In KPK, 
major trains included Khy-
ber Mail, Rehman Baba Ex-
press, Awam Express which 
is planned for upgradation 
and Khushal Khan Khattak 
Express. In Balochistan, 
Bolan Mail continues to op-
erate between Quetta and 
Karachi, while Jaffar Express 
links Quetta with Punjab and 
KP. These services provide 
affordable long-distance trav-
el for daily commuters, stu-
dents, labourers and small 
farmers. The official said the 
freight and parcel services 
have also been expanded. A 
modern dry port has been 
established at Azakhel in the 
Peshawar division to facili-
tate bulk transportation. He 
said the brake and luggage 
vans attached to major pas-
senger trains enable small 
traders and farmers to 
transport produce econom-
ically. Regular freight ser-
vices from Balochistan are 
supporting the movement 
of minerals._APP

Pakistan achieves historic 
successes in 2025: Amir 

PESHAWAR:Federal Minis-
ter for States and Frontier 
Regions, Gilgit Baltistan 
and Kashmir Affairs and 
President of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz, Engr 
Amir Muqam on Thurs-
day said that Pakistan has 
achieved historic successes 
on all fronts in last year due 
to goal-oriented and bold 
policies of Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif.
“Last year was historic for 
Pakistan from a defense 
perspective as Pakistan 
inflicted a humiliating de-
feat on an enemy many 
times larger to itself and 
the inflation rate will soon 
come down to negative,” 
said Federal Minister En-
gineer Amir Muqam while 
addressing a ceremony on 
occasion of distribution of 
laptops among students of 
Abdul Wali Khan University 
in Mardan under the PM 
laptop scheme.
He said the Prime Minis-
ter’s laptop scheme is not 
just about a laptop rather 

it is about providing skills, 
education, and employment 
to our youth. “God willing, 
the inflation rate will soon 
come down to negative.”
The federal minister said 
that today he is addressing 
youth which are Pakistan’s 
future and congratulated 
them and the entire nation 
on the new year, asking 
them to work tirelessly and 
devote themselves to edu-
cation.
Under the dynamic leader-
ship of PM Shahbaz Sharif 
and Field Marshal General 
Syed Asim Munir, Paki-
stan inflicted a humiliating 
defeat on an enemy many 
times larger in May last 
conflict, adding this historic 
success raised the stature 
of our country and nation 
across the world, and the 
respect for Pakistanis in-
creased globally.
Engr Amir Muqam said that 
Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif, in a short 
period of time, brought the 
country out of isolation and 
brink of bankruptcy and put 

it back on its feet.
 Before the current gov-
ernment came into power, 
inflation had reached up to 
40 percent, he said. Due to 
PM Shehbaz Sharif’s day-
and-night efforts, inflation 
fell from 40 percent to 4 
percent and if God willing, 
inflation will come down to 
negative, and the entire na-
tion is praying for this.
The federal minister said 
that the Prime Minister’s 
laptop scheme is not just a 
laptop for youth rather, it is 
a means of providing skills, 
education, and employment 
to the youth.
He said Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif’s 
passion is to empower and 
dignify the youth, and his 
vision is to make students 
and young people stand on 
their own feet.
Engr Amir Muqam said 
that, like Punjab, there 
should be opportunities for 
higher education in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa similar to 
Danish schools for children 
and youth.—APP

CDA chief reviews progress 
on key development projects 

ISLAMABAD: An meeting to review the progress of ongoing and proposed development projects in Islamabad was held under 
the chairmanship of Chairman Capital Development Authority (CDA), Muhammad Ali Randhawa. The meeting was attended by 
the Member Administration Talat Mahmood, Member Engineering Nafasat Raza, Member Planning Dr. Khalid Hafiz, Director 
General Procurement & Contract, other senior officers, and Project Directors of the relevant projects. The meeting  reviewed 
the progress on various development projects. During the meeting, matters related to the construction of the Electric Bus 
Depot and charging stations were discussed. The briefing informed that the under-construction Electric Bus Depot consists 
of two sites.It was informed that construction work at the project has been completed 97 percent. It was further stated that 
construction work at Site A of the bus depot has been fully completed.
The meeting was informed that all 21 routes of the electric bus service have been made fully functional. It was further informed 
that the electric bus service is receiving an overwhelming response from citizens, with daily ridership consistently increasing. 
In this regard, on December 31, 2025, a total of 102,000 citizens benefited from this facility. Progress on the project to connect 
Margalla Avenue with the M-1 Motorway was also reviewed.  Similarly, detailed deliberations were held on the construction of 
the Convention, Expo and Exhibition Center, as well as a luxury hotel project in Islamabad.
Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali Randhawa stated that the authority aims to promote the hospitality industry in Islamabad in 
order to develop the capital into a modern city in line with international standards. He directed that the designs of all develop-
ment projects should be state-of-the-art and emphasized further strengthening the architecture and design wing of the CDA. 
Reiterating his commitment, Chairman CDA stated that providing the best travel facilities to the citizens of Islamabad, develop-
ing modern infrastructure, and enhancing the city’s overall beauty and functionality remain among CDA’s top priorities.—DNA

Spanish 
delegation 
celebrates 
New Year at  

Moen Jo Daro
LARKANA: A delegation of 
foreign tourists from Spain 
arrived at the ancient site 
of MoenJo Daro in Larkana 
to celebrate the New Year 
of 2026 on Thursday. The 
Spanish delegation enjoyed 
themselves dancing at the 
Rest House of Moen Jo Daro.
The foreign delegation 
toured and saw the ancient 
remains, including the Stupa, 
Great Bath, DK Area, and the 
museum. Meanwhile, speak-
ing to the media, the foreign 
Spanish delegation said they 
had come to celebrate the 
New Year 2026 at Moen Jo 
Daro.
They said, “We had a wish 
to come to Pakistan and 
celebrate the New Year at 
Moen Jo Daro, which has 
now been fulfilled.” They 
further said that the planning 
of the ancient long walls and 
streets built by the people of 
the site is remarkable. The 
people five thousand years 
ago laid the foundation of a 
great civilization with great 
skill, which is nothing short 
of amazing They added that 
during the observation, the 
early development phase of 
the ancient site is nothing 
short of astonishing. They 
said that in the ancient 
world, there were few peo-
ple who laid the foundations 
of civilizations with great 
wisdom.
They said that Moen Jo 
Daro is the best example of 
a civilized era. The people 
here today are loving. We 
will inform others in Spain 
about such information. 
Local guide Irshad Ali Sol-
angi of Sindh Tourism gave 
a briefing to the foreign 
delegation about Moen Jo 
Daro, Curator Ehsan Ab-
basi welcomed the foreign 
delegation. Meanwhile, strict 
security was in place for the 
foreign delegation. — APP

State minister calls Deca-Archic 
Model a landmark in phygital edu
LAHORE: Minister of State 
for Federal Education and 
Professional Training Wa-
jiha Qamar has formally 
acknowledged and appre-
ciated the scholarly contri-
bution of Prof Dr Aurang-
zeb Hafi, author of the 
Deca-Archic Model of Phy-
gital Literacy, describing 
it as a comprehensive and 
future-oriented framework 
for integrating ‘In Real Life’ 
(IRL) and ‘In Virtual Life’ 
(IVL) education systems.
In a message on the launch-
ing event of the model, the 
minister noted that the 
model responds directly 
to the accelerating con-
vergence of physical and 
digital learning environ-

ments. She said her recent 
engagement with Prof Hafi 
involved an in-depth dis-
cussion on the conceptual 
rigor, policy relevance, and 
global applicability of the 
framework, particularly at 
a time when education sys-
tems are grappling with the 
cognitive, ethical, and so-
cietal implications of rapid 
digitalisation.
Wajiha Qamar observed 
that while scholars and 
institutions such as Com-
plutense University of Ma-
drid, Bocconi University, 
Columbia University, Stan-
ford University, and the 
University of Florida have 
contributed to the evolving 
discourse on phygital edu-

cation, Pakistan’s Deca-Ar-
chic Phygital Literacy Mod-
el significantly advances 
the field through its depth, 
integration, and policy ori-
entation.
She added that the frame-
work positions Pakistan 
at a pioneering edge in 
modern education re-
form. She said that the 
model is well-met with 
the standards of UNE-
SCO, the National Post-
doctoral Academia (NPA, 
US), the Asia & Oceania 
Post-Doctoral Academ-
ia (AOPDA), SAIRI, and 
other international plat-
forms dedicated to edu-
cation, science, research, 
and technology.—APP

Chinese 
Company 

visits UoS to 
strengthen 

agri 
collaboration

SARGODHA: Luan Xiufeng, 
Manager of Chinese compa-
ny Chengdu Yihe, on Thurs-
day visited the University 
of Sargodha (UoS) and met 
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Qa-
isar Abbas to discuss collab-
oration in the agricultural 
sector, with a particular 
focus on drone technology.
According to the spokes-
person for UOS here, dur-
ing the meeting, a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed to initi-
ate hands-on training pro-
grams for faculty members 
and students Director ORIC 
Prof Dr Ahmad Raza Bilal 
and Chairman, Department 
of Agronomy, College of Ag-
riculture, Prof Dr Athar Na-
deem were also present on 
the occasion. Speaking at 
the meeting, Luan Xiufeng 
stated that Pakistan is an 
agricultural country where 
per-acre productivity can 
be significantly enhanced 
through modern agricul-
tural technologies, espe-
cially drone technology. 
He appreciated the new 
agricultural projects, mod-
ern equipment, and patents 
introduced at the College 
of Agriculture, noting that 
these initiatives have given 
a new identity to agricul-
ture in the region. —APP

Murree admin 
tightens 

enforcement 
of one-dish 

policy 
RAWALPINDI, Jan 01 
(APP): The district admin-
istration in Murree has 
further tightened enforce-
ment of the one-dish policy, 
carrying out surprise in-
spections of wedding halls 
at well-known and branded 
hotels to prevent violations 
of government directives.
Acting on the special in-
structions of deputy com-
missioner Murree, teams 
of the district administra-
tion had intensified mon-
itoring of marriage func-
tions across the city to 
ensure strict compliance 
with the policy, an admin-
istration spokesman said 
on Thursday. As part of 
the crackdown, Magistrate 
Usman Aslam conducted 
an unannounced inspec-
tion of a wedding hall at 
a prominent local hotel 
where a marriage ceremo-
ny was under way.—APP

KPRA achieves 30% growth 
in sales tax on services

PESHAWAR:The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority (KPRA) has recorded 
a 30 percent growth in Sales Tax on Services collection during the first half of 
the fiscal year 2025-26, collecting Rs23.26 billion during July–December, com-
pared to Rs17.92 billion in the corresponding period of last year. This repre-
sents an increase of Rs5.34 billion, reflecting a strong and sustained improve-
ment in service-sector tax compliance across the province. According to figures 
released by KPRA’s media wing on Thursday, the Authority generated a total 
revenue of Rs26.62 billion during the first six months of the ongoing financial 
year.  This includes Rs23.26 billion from Sales Tax on Services and Rs3.36 billion 
from the Infrastructure Development Cess (IDC).  In the same period last year, 
KPRA’s overall collection stood at Rs23.81 billion, comprising Rs17.92 billion from 
Sales Tax on Services and Rs5.89 billion from IDC Director General KPRA, Fouz-
ia Iqbal, praised the Authority’s officers and staff for their performance, terming 
the growth in Sales Tax on Services a result of effective planning, sustained en-
forcement, and institutional commitment. “The impressive growth in Sales Tax on 
Services reflects the strategic planning, performance, and hard work of the KPRA 
team,” she said, adding that with the same level of dedication and a focused strate-
gic approach, KPRA is well-positioned to achieve its annual revenue targets.—APP
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MNA 
Bhandara 
extends 

new year 
greetings

dna

ISLAMABAD: Member of 
the National Assembly Is-
phanyar M. Bhandara on 
Thursday extended New 
Year greetings to the people 
of Pakistan, with prayers for 
the country’s advancement, 
peace, and prosperity.
In a statement, Bhandara 
said that Pakistan celebrates 
all religious festivals, includ-
ing Christmas, Easter, Holi, 
and Baisakhi, reflecting the 
nation’s inclusive and plural-
istic culture.
Emphasizing equal citizen-
ship, he said that every Pa-
kistani enjoys equal rights 
irrespective of religious 
affiliation He commended 
Punjab Chief Minister Mar-
yam Nawaz Sharif for her 
initiatives aimed at empow-
ering minority communities, 
particularly the distribution 
of Minority Cards. Bhandara 
said that minority religious 
festivals are now being cel-
ebrated freely and without 
fear, noting that cities were 
adorned with ‘Merry Christ-
mas’ banners during the 
Christmas festivities.  High-
lighting the contributions of 
minorities, he praised their 
services in the judiciary, 
education, healthcare, the 
armed forces, and other sec-
tors, adding that the achieve-
ments of prominent minority 
figures are etched in golden 
letters in history. Express-
ing concern over reports of 
persecution of minorities 
in India, he referred to inci-
dents of vandalism ahead of 
Christmas as deeply trou-
bling. —APP

AIOU concludes 
five-week 

research capacity-
building workshop
ISLAMABAD: A closing 
ceremony was held at Alla-
ma Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) for a five-week ca-
pacity-building workshop on 
research methodology aimed 
at promoting a research cul-
ture and enhancing the pro-
fessional skills of the faculty 
The ceremony was presided 
over by Vice Chancellor, 
Prof Dr Nasir Mahmood. 
Whereas, the workshop was 
organized by the Directo-
rate of Quality Enhance-
ment and attended by 70 
faculty members from the 
Faculty of Sciences, Facul-
ty of Social Sciences and 
the Faculty of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies. In his pres-
idential address, Dr Nasir 
emphasized the importance 
of high-quality research and 
highlighted the need to im-
prove research standards 
through interdisciplinary 
collaboration. He further 
stated that regular training 
sessions are essential to 
enhance researchers’ capa-
bilities, keeping them up-
to-date with new trends and 
modern methods, thereby 
promoting quality and util-
ity in research. Dr Nasir 
specifically stressed the 
importance of interdiscipli-
nary research, noting that 
collaboration among ex-
perts from different fields 
not only allows for compre-
hensive solutions to prob-
lems but also makes research 
outcomes more effective and 
actionable.—APP
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FIA takes action against 
16 officers in orderly room

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investigation 
Agency(FIA) on Thursday held an Orderly 
Room at its headquarters, where disciplinary 
action was taken against 16 officers and offi-
cials, including penalties awarded to 10 per-
sonnel and warnings issued to 6 others, for 
misconduct, corruption, abuse of authority, 
poor investigation and absence from duty and 
training. An FIA official told APP  that the 
Orderly Room proceedings resulted in pun-
ishments for 10 officers and officials, while 
6 personnel were issued formal warnings, 
taking the total number of officials proceeded 
against to 16 as part of the agency’s internal 
accountability drive During the proceedings, 
Inspector Muhammad Iqbal was demoted to 
the rank of Sub-Inspector for one year for 
failing to verify a driving licence during the 
recruitment of a constable driver. Technical 
Assistant Nazish Akmal was dismissed from 
service on charges of unauthorised absence. 
Inspector Asad Iftikhar Awan was awarded 
a penalty of reduction of two pay scales for 
two years due to poor investigation, while 
Constable Kamran Saleem was punished 
with stoppage of promotion for one year for 

remaining absent from duty. Head Constable 
Muhammad Ali was also dismissed from ser-
vice on similar charges. Similarly, Constable 
Muhammad Hamza was penalised with stop-
page of increments for three years for remain-
ing absent from training at the National High-
way and Motorway Police Training College, 
Sheikhupura, whereas Constable Muham-
mad Waqar received stoppage of increments 
for one year for absence from the same train-
ing course. Meanwhile, six officials — Head 
Constable Muhammad Adnan, ASI Aasim 
Gulzar, Head Constable Shoaib Muhammad 
Khan, Constable Inder Kumar, Constable Ru-
bia Sajid and Constable Tahir Hussain — were 
issued warnings for absence from duty and 
training courses. Speaking on the occasion, 
Riffat Mukhtar Raja said that departmental 
accountability aimed to ensure strict com-
pliance with legal and professional standards 
within the organisation. He said that corrup-
tion, negligence, poor investigation and mis-
use of authority would not be tolerated, add-
ing that there was no place in FIA for officers 
involved in corruption and professional mis-
conduct. The DG FIA further said that a strict 

accountability process was underway to rid 
the institution of corruption and black sheep, 
stressing that only through sustained ac-
countability could human smuggling and cor-
ruption be effectively eliminated. He warned 
that officials showing negligence would be 
punished in accordance with the law. Mean-
while,The Federal Investigation Agency’s An-
ti-Corruption Circle (ACC) Islamabad Zone 
recorded major progress against corruption 
during 2025, finalising hundreds of inquiries, 
securing dozens of convictions and recover-
ing more than Rs110 million from corrupt 
practices. An official told APP on Thursday 
that the FIA ACC Islamabad finalised 485 in-
quiries against various federal departments 
during the year, while 389 new inquiries were 
registered on the basis of complaints received 
from the public and government institutions. 
During the same period, the circle registered 
122 criminal cases against accused individu-
als from different federal departments and 
successfully finalised 67 cases, with challans 
submitted before the relevant courts, he said. 
The official added that 132 accused persons 
were arrested in connection with corruption 

cases during 2025, while the agency also man-
aged to recover Rs110.25 million through its 
enforcement and investigation efforts. High-
lighting major convictions secured during 
the year, the official said that Imran Ahmed 
Niazi, former prime minister of Pakistan, and 
Bushra Imran were sentenced to 17 years’ 
imprisonment each and fined Rs16,425,650 
each in the Toshakhana-II case on December 
20, 2025. He said Qamer Zaman was sen-
tenced to 27 years’ imprisonment along with 
a Rs2 million fine in FIR No. 46/2020 on April 
16, 2025, while Hamid Jalil received a 29-year 
sentence and a Rs20 million fine in FIR No. 
45/2022. According to the official, Nasim Masih 
was sentenced to 17 years’ imprisonment and 
fined Rs100 million in FIR No. 30/2024 on July 
10, 2025. Overall, the FIA ACC Islamabad Zone 
convicted 64 accused persons in 20 different 
cases during the year, reflecting a strong con-
viction ratio and effective prosecution, he said. 
The official said the performance of Federal 
Investigation Agency Anti-Corruption Circle 
Islamabad during 2025 demonstrated its 
commitment, professionalism and resolve to 
combat corruption.—APP

Rana Muhammad waseem

Pakistan, a country nestled in South Asia, has 
often been overshadowed by its tumultuous his-
tory and the challenges it has faced. However, 
beneath the surface lies a land brimming with 
immense potential and countless opportunities 
waiting to be explored. From its ancient civilisa-
tions to its modern-day advancements, Pakistan 
has a rich history that has shaped its present and 
promises a bright future.
To truly understand the opportunities that Pa-
kistan offers, it is essential to delve into its his-
torical tapestry. The region that now constitutes 
Pakistan has been home to some of the world’s 
oldest civilisations, including the Indus Valley 
Civilisation, which thrived over 4,000 years ago. 
This ancient civilisation, known for its advanced 
urban planning, intricate drainage systems, and 
sophisticated trade networks, serves as a testa-
ment to the ingenuity and resourcefulness of the 
people who inhabited this land.
Throughout history, Pakistan has been a cross-
roads of cultures, attracting traders, conquerors, 
and scholars from various parts of the world. 
The region witnessed the rise and fall of mighty 
empires, such as the Mauryas, the Mughals, 
and the British Raj. Each of these periods left 
an indelible mark on the land, contributing to its 

diverse cultural heritage and fostering an envi-
ronment conducive to growth and innovation.
In the modern era, Pakistan has faced numer-
ous challenges, including political instability, 
economic disparities, and security concerns. 
However, it is important to recognise that these 
challenges do not define the nation. Pakistan 
has made significant strides in various sectors, 
demonstrating its potential as a land of oppor-
tunities. One such sector is agriculture. Pa-
kistan’s fertile lands and favourable climate 
have made it an agricultural powerhouse. The 
country is among the world’s largest produc-
ers of cotton, rice, and wheat. With a growing 
population and increasing demand for food, 
Pakistan has the potential to become a major 
player in global food security. Moreover, the 
government has initiated various programs to 
modernise the agricultural sector, promoting 
sustainable practices and enhancing produc-
tivity. Another area of immense potential lies 
in Pakistan’s youth population. With over 60% 
of its population under the age of 30, Pakistan 
possesses a demographic dividend that can be 
harnessed to drive economic growth and inno-
vation. The country has a vibrant startup eco-
system, with young entrepreneurs venturing 
into diverse fields such as technology, e-com-
merce, and social entrepreneurship. Initia-
tives like the National Incubation Centres and 

the Prime Minister’s Kamyab Jawan Program 
and Prime Minister’s LAPTOP scheme are 
nurturing this entrepreneurial spirit, provid-
ing mentorship, funding, and support to young 
innovators. Pakistan’s strategic location at 
the crossroads of South Asia, Central Asia, 
and the Middle East offers immense op-
portunities for trade and connectivity. The 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
a f lagship project of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, has the potential to transform Pakistan 
into a regional economic hub. The devel-
opment of infrastructure, energy projects, 
and special economic zones under CPEC 
is attracting foreign investment and open-
ing new avenues for trade and investment. 
In leu of above discussed facts snd figures 
it is summarised that Pakistan is a land of 
opportunities that transcends its historical 
challenges. Its rich history, cultural diver-
sity, and strategic location provide a solid 
foundation for growth and development. By 
capitalising on its agricultural potential, 
harnessing the energy and creativity of its 
youth, and leveraging its strategic position, 
Pakistan can unlock its true potential and 
emerge as a thriving nation on the global 
stage. It is time to shed the preconceived 
notions and embrace the untapped opportu-
nities that Pakistan has to offer.

Pakistan, A land of opportunities: 
unveiling the riches of a nation
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Puppet show  
concludes at PNCA 
ISLAMABAD: A two-day awareness programme featuring an 
interactive puppet show concluded at the Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA), as Secours Islamique France 
(SIF) wrapped up its annual event aimed at promoting child 
protection, good parenting and mental health. Blending enter-
tainment with powerful social messaging, the performances 
sought to sensitize children and families to issues of safety, 
emotional well-being and responsible caregiving. The event 
opened with welcome remarks by Dr Altaf Abro, Head of 
Mission, Secours Islamique France (SIF), who highlight-
ed the organization’s 31 years of global humanitarian work 
and its operations in Pakistan since 2010. He noted that 
SIF’s orphan sponsorship programme, launched three dec-
ades ago in Gaza, now supports more than 10,000 orphan 
students worldwide by ensuring access to education and 
socio-economic stability. He also shared that SIF continues 
to implement skills development initiatives to empower vul-
nerable communities. Speaking on child-related challenges in 
Pakistan, Dr Abro stressed that education remains the most 
pressing issue. He drew attention to grave concerns, includ-
ing around 1,000 annual deaths of children under five linked 
to parental issues, alongside widespread child labour, early 
marriages, violence and other child protection violations. He 
further pointed out that nearly 26 million children are out of 
school and that rising malnutrition has prompted SIF to intro-
duce a school meal programme A panel discussion, moderated 
by Mr Habib Ahmad Laghari, brought together representatives 
from law enforcement, international organizations and civil so-
ciety to share insights and practical perspectives. Ms Nargis 
Raza, Deputy Director at the National Cyber Crime Investi-
gation Agency (NCCIA), said cases involving children are 
treated on a priority basis with strict confidentiality.—APP

Advanced bio-monitoring 
initiative launched 

ISLAMABAD: The vast mountain land-
scapes of northern Pakistan represent 
one of the world’s most unique and eco-
logically significant ecosystems, harbour-
ing an extraordinary assemblage of glob-
ally important wildlife species. Despite 
their global importance, empirical data 
on species ecology, population dynam-
ics, and survival requirements remain 
limited, posing a major challenge for evi-
dence-based conservation planning. This 
data gap is largely driven by the extreme 
terrain, harsh climatic conditions, and the 
inherent difficulty of monitoring elusive 
wildlife species. Limited technical capac-
ity and access to advanced monitoring 
tools have further constrained ecological 
research in the region For more than a 
decade, the Snow Leopard Foundation 
(SLF) has been at the forefront of pio-
neering innovative research approaches 
to address these challenges. Through 
extensive camera-trapping efforts across 
northern Pakistan, SLF has generated 
one of the most comprehensive datasets 
on some of the world’s least-studied moun-

tain species. Building on this foundation, 
SLF has now launched a next-generation 
bio-monitoring framework that integrates 
multiple advanced techniques, including 
double-observer surveys, environmental 
DNA (eDNA), non-invasive genetics, and 
camera trapping. This holistic approach 
moves beyond single-species monitoring 
toward comprehensive biodiversity pro-
filing, enabling a deeper understanding 
of ecosystem structure, species interac-
tions, and ecological resilience. By map-
ping ecological networks and biological 
interactions, this cutting-edge approach 
will help identify ecosystem vulnerabilities 
and guide targeted, science-based conser-
vation interventions across the Karako-
ram–Himalayan landscape.
As part of this initiative, SLF organized 
a two-day training workshop in Skardu, 
bringing together students from Balti-
stan University and field staff from the 
Gilgit-Baltistan Wildlife Department. The 
training was led by Dr. Muhammad Ali 
Nawaz and Dr. Hussain Ali, who served 
as resource persons. The workshop was 

attended by 46 participants and included 
interactive classroom sessions covering 
the fundamentals of wildlife monitoring 
and advanced methodologies such as 
eDNA sampling, double-observer sur-
veys, and camera trapping. The second 
day featured intensive field-based train-
ing in the Karakoram Mountains, allow-
ing participants to gain hands-on expe-
rience with modern wildlife monitoring 
tools in real-world conditions. The Con-
servator of Forest, Parks and Wildlife 
Baltistan region, Mr. Khadim Abbas, 
appreciated the initiative and noted 
that the adoption of such advanced 
methods would significantly enhance 
the effectiveness and efficiency of 
wildlife management in Gilgit-Balti-
stan. Similarly, Dr. Muhammad Ali, 
Head of the Department of Zoology at 
Baltistan University, highlighted that 
the training provided a rare and valua-
ble opportunity for students, strength-
ening their technical capacity and mo-
tivating the next generation of wildlife 
researchers.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: A vendor arranging and displaying flower bouquets to attract the customers at Flower Market in Federal Capital.

Naqvi greenlights 
cricket stadium, 
smart underpass

ISLAMABAD: A special meeting was held at CDA Head-
quarters under the chairmanship of Federal Minister for 
Interior, Mohsin Naqvi. During the extensive meeting, a 
detailed review of various public welfare projects was con-
ducted. It was decided to initiate further projects for the 
convenience of citizens During the meeting, it was decided 
that a state-of-the-art cricket stadium will be constructed in 
Islamabad. Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi has 
requested the final design of the stadium within 10 days. A 
specific area has been allocated for the National Park. Addi-
tionally, it was decided to expand the scope of the modern 
Safe City Project in Islamabad. To improve traffic flow at 
Kashmir Chowk, a “Smart Underpass” will be constructed, 
with the final design to be submitted within 10 days. It was 
also decided to hire renowned companies for the construc-
tion of a five-star hotel in Islamabad. Details of long-vacant 
commercial plots have been requested. A special team will 
be formed to hire a Solid Waste Management company. 
Land has also been allocated for the headquarters of law 
enforcement agencies. Federal Minister for Interior Mo-
hsin Naqvi stated that operations against encroachments 
will continue with full force, and the released land will be 
used in the public interest. Various proposals for the con-
struction of a new convention center in the federal capital 
were discussed.—DNA
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Islamabad: Doctors and physi-
cians in Pakistan are dying at a young-
er age due to lifestyle related diseas-
es, extreme burnout and, in some 
cases, suicide, as they neglect their 
own health while caring for others, 
senior cardiologists and mental health 
experts warned on Thursday.
Speakers shared data showing that 
nearly six out of ten physicians ex-
perience significant burnout, while 
suicide rates among doctors are al-
most double those of the general pop-
ulation. Despite this, only about one 
third ever seek professional help.
The warning came at Life in a Metro, 
a nationwide academic forum organ-
ised under Mediverse, an initiative of 
Hudson Pharma, where specialists de-
scribed doctors as the most neglected 
patients in the healthcare system.
Delivering the keynote address, Dr M 

Rehan Omer Siddiqi, an intervention-
al cardiologist and internal medicine 
specialist, said physician burnout had 
quietly reached crisis levels in Paki-
stan Drawing on international and 
regional evidence, he noted that long 
working hours, chronic sleep depri-
vation, poor diet, physical inactivity 
and constant psychological pressure 
were pushing doctors towards early 
heart disease, diabetes, depression 
and substance misuse. “We talk 
endlessly about ‘do no harm’, yet 
many doctors are quietly harming 
themselves,” he said, adding that 
self diagnosis, self prescribing and 
delaying proper medical care were 
common among physicians. Dr Sid-
diqi said a deeply embedded culture 
of endurance and guilt prevents 
doctors from prioritising their own 
wellbeing. Many believe that taking 
time off is a sign of weakness or a 
betrayal of patients and colleagues. 
Using the airline oxygen mask anal-

ogy, he stressed that doctors must 
secure their own health before they 
can care effectively for others. “A 
healthy doctor delivers safer and 
better care. Staying healthy is not 
a luxury. It is a professional respon-
sibility,” he said, urging institutions 
to promote teamwork, delegation and 
realistic workloads. He warned that 
prolonged stress is not just an emotion-
al issue but a direct cardiac risk. Data 
shared during the session linked chron-
ic stress and burnout with hyperten-
sion, metabolic disorders and a higher 
risk of sudden cardiac events among 
physicians, particularly those working 
in high pressure urban settings. Dr Kul-
soom Haider, consultant psychiatrist 
and psychotherapist, focused on the 
mind body connection and emotional re-
silience, explaining that depression and 
anxiety are among the most common 
mental health conditions globally 
and often present through physical 
symptoms when left unaddressed.

Burnout, lifestyle diseases and 
suicide killing doctors young 

Briefs
New Year: 

CJP reaffirms 
judiciary’s 

commitment 
to accessible, 
timely justice

ISLAMABAD: The Chief 
Justice of Pakistan Justice 
Yahya Afridi has said that the 
judiciary remains firmly com-
mitted to safeguarding funda-
mental rights, upholding the 
rule of law, and ensuring that 
justice is delivered fairly, im-
partially, and without delay. 
In his New Year message, the 
Chief Justice extended warm 
greetings and best wishes to 
the people of Pakistan, mem-
bers of the judiciary, the legal 
fraternity, and all those who 
look to the courts for justice 
and reassurance. He said the 
Constitution entrusts the ju-
diciary with a solemn respon-
sibility to ensure that justice 
is not only done but is also 
seen to be done, adding that 
this duty gains deeper mean-
ing when viewed through 
the experiences of ordinary 
citizens who approach the 
courts with hope, trust, and 
vulnerability. Emphasizing 
a citizen-centric justice sys-
tem, the Chief Justice said 
the year ahead calls for re-
flection, reform, and renewal 
of commitment to placing 
citizens at the centre of ju-
dicial processes. He stressed 
that justice must be acces-
sible in practice rather than 
merely in principle, dignified 
in procedure, and responsive 
to the needs of women, chil-
dren, marginalized segments 
of society, and people living 
in remote and underserved 
regions. Outlining priorities 
for the coming year, he said 
the judiciary would pursue 
meaningful reforms aimed at 
improving access to justice, 
reducing delays, strengthening 
transparency, and responsibly 
leveraging technology to im-
prove judicial efficiency.—APP

NEPRA 
concludes 

hearing into 
FCA for Nov

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) conclud-
ed a public hearing into a 
petition filed by the Central 
Power Purchasing Agency 
(CPPA-G) on behalf of all 
power distribution compa-
nies (DISCOs) in power de-
crease under monthly fuel 
cost adjustment (FCA) for 
November.  The public hear-
ing was presided over by the 
Chairman NEPRA and was 
attended by officials of CP-
PA-G, representatives of the 
business community, officials 
of the Ministry of Energy, 
journalists and general pub-
lic, according to a NEPRA 
statement. The CPPA-G has 
sought 72 paisa per unit 
eduction in the power tariff 
for November. If approved, 
this adjustment will only ap-
ply for one month.  The ad-
justment would be applicable 
to all DISCOs’ consumers 
including K-Electric , except 
lifeline users, protected con-
sumers, prepaid users, and 
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions. The Authority will is-
sue a detailed decision after 
reviewing all statistics.—APP

Pakistan, United 
States enter 
new strategic 

partnership era

dna

ISLAMABAD: On the eve of 
the New Year 2026, I bring 
season’s greetings from the 
Embassy of Pakistan, Wash-
ington, D.C 2025 was a year 
that carried transformative 
tenor for Pak-US relations. 
We saw, witnessed and lived 
with a positive momentum 
in our bilateral relationship 
spanning over almost eight 
decades. Not only that we 
continued with our coopera-
tion in the existing domains 
of counter terrorism, health, 
education, etc., but we iden-
tified new areas of trans-
forming our longstanding 
relationship into a strategic, 
long-term partnership en-
trenched in economic ties. 
We identified IT, minerals, 
energy, hospitality and tour-
ism and other avenues as 
new areas of mutually re-
warding, beneficial engage-
ment for both countries that 
should survive the test of 
time. Our leadership met fre-
quently in this year.
In the New Year 2026 this 
identity of views with regard 
to good relations, strate-
gic relations between two 
densely populated mega 
countries of today and to-
morrow, Pakistan. — APP

94-member 
delegation 

from Air 
university visits 

Parliament 
House

ISLAMABAD: A 94-mem-
ber delegation of students 
from Air University, H-11 
Campus, accompanied by a 
faculty member, visited the 
Parliament House on an ed-
ucational study tour. 
Upon arrival, senior offi-
cials of the Upper House 
warmly welcomed the del-
egation.
During the visit, the stu-
dents were taken to the 
Senate Museum, where 
they were provided with 
a comprehensive briefing 
on Pakistan’s parliamenta-
ry history, the legislative 
process, the role of the 
Senate in national affairs, 
its working procedures, 
Senate elections, and oth-
er parliamentary matters. 
On the occasion, a special 
documentary highlighting 
the history of the Senate 
and key parliamentary mile-
stones was also screened, 
which the students watched 
with keen interest.
The delegation was also giv-
en a detailed orientation in 
the Senate Hall regarding 
the procedures of Senate 
sessions, various stages of 
legislation, and the func-
tioning of parliamentary 
committees. 
The briefing emphasized 
the effective role of the 
parliamentary structure 
and highlighted the signifi-
cance of committees in the 
law-making process.—APP

Tarar extends 
heartfelt

New Year’s 
greetings to 

people
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Law & Justice 
and Human Rights, Sena-
tor Azam Nazeer Tarar on 
Thursday extended heart-
felt New Year’s greetings to 
the people. In a message, 
he said this is a time to re-
flect on our shared journey, 
honor the sacrifices that 
have shaped our nation and 
renew our commitment to 
progress, justice and na-
tional unity. The law minis-
ter said the year ahead calls 
upon us to strengthen our 
institutions, uphold the val-
ues of integrity and inclusiv-
ity and work together with 
resolve and dedication for a 
prosperous and harmonious 
Pakistan. “Let us embrace 
the New Year with courage, 
optimism and a steadfast 
commitment to the welfare 
of every citizen,” he main-
tained. He expressed hope 
that May 2026 be a year of 
peace, progress and oppor-
tunity for all, inspiring each 
of us to contribute with sin-
cerity and purpose to the 
growth and dignity of our 
beloved homeland.—APP

Islamabad under-construction
 Danish School enters final phase

Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif likely to inaugurate the project in January

DNA

Islamabad : The under-construction 
Danish School located on Kuri Road in the 
federal capital has entered the final stages 
of completion ahead of schedule, with con-
struction work progressing rapidly. There 
is a strong likelihood that Prime Minister 
of Pakistan Mian Muhammad Shahbaz 
Sharif will formally inaugurate this im-
portant educational project later this 
month in January.
According to details, the Danish School 
project reflects Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif’s vision of promoting uniform, 
high-quality, and modern education 
across the country. Under this vision, 
Danish Schools are being established in 
various cities and underdeveloped are-
as of Pakistan to provide children from 
low-income families with access to qual-
ity educational facilities.
The Danish School on Kuri Road, Is-
lamabad, is a significant addition to 
this initiative and is being completed at 
an accelerated pace, even ahead of the 
stipulated timeline. Once completed, 
the school is expected to open a new 
chapter of educational development in 
the area.
Education experts note that Danish Schools 
not only offer modern curricula and state-

of-the-art facilities but also provide equal 
opportunities for children from disadvan-
taged backgrounds to progress and excel. 

Public and educational circles have termed 
the Danish School initiative a milestone for 
Pakistan’s education system, expressing 

hope that such projects will play a vital role 
in promoting education and contributing to 
national development in the future.

Rawalpindi courts convicted 359
in heinous crimes during 2025

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi’s courts convicted 359 ac-
cused persons in various crimes including murder, rape 
and illicit drug trafficking cases throughout 2025.
The yearly performance report shows that the judiciary 
disposed of dozens of high-profile and routine cases 
resulting in 48 death sentences, dozens of life impris-
onments and millions of rupees in fines. The majority 
came in murder trials. Across 61 cases, courts convict-
ed 89 individuals including 48 were handed the death 
penalty, 34 received life imprisonment and seven were 
ordered to pay diyat or compensation. The total fines 
imposed in these cases exceeded Rs 29.9 million. In 
21 rape cases matters, 25 convicts faced punishment. 
One was sentenced to death, 18 were given life impris-
onment, 4 received 14 years’ rigorous imprisonment 
each and 2 were jailed for 10 years. Fines in these cases 
amounted to Rs 6.8 million. The largest volume of con-
victions 245 which occurred in narcotics cases. Fines in 
these cases surpassed Rs 27.3 million. Among the sen-

tences were 3 terms of 20 years’ imprisonment with Rs 
1.68 million fine each, 01 got 15-year imprisonment, 7 
were convicted for 14-year , 26 ten-year and 192 nine-
year imprisonment. Smaller sentences included 01 sev-
en-year term, 05 five-year terms, 01 two-year term and 
09 one-year terms, each accompanied by fines ranging 
from Rs 25,000 to several lakhs.
Police officials termed the figures as evidence of im-
proved case-building, faster forensic support and better 
coordination between investigators, prosecutors and the 
judiciary.
 “When serious crimes are met with swift and severe 
punishment, it sends a strong signal to potential offend-
ers,” a senior police officer said.
With public safety remaining a top priority for law-en-
forcement agencies in the garrison city, authorities 
indicated that similar momentum would continue into 
the new year to further reduce the incidence of murder, 
sexual violence and drug peddling in Rawalpindi.

Ahsan urges data-driven 
growth as HIES signals 
economic turnaround

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal on 
Thursday highlighted the 
centrality of credible data 
for evidence-based policy-
making, saying the House-
hold Integrated Economic 
Survey (HIES) 2024–25 
marked a major milestone 
for informed planning and 
sustainable development in 
the country.
Addressing the launch cere-
mony of HIES 2024–25, the 
minister congratulated the 
team behind the survey and 
the SDGs framework, stress-
ing that “data is the founda-
tion on which accurate and 
scientific planning is built.” 
He said the Ministry of 
Planning had assumed own-
ership of clearing long-pend-
ing statistical backlogs and 
had completed surveys that 
remained stalled for six to 
seven years. “Alhamdulillah, 
all pending work has been 
completed and approved for 
the nation,” he added.
Ahsan Iqbal said the availa-
bility of updated data would 
strengthen government pol-
icymaking while enabling 
researchers, businesses and 

youth to undertake better 
research, business planning 
and national analysis. “This 
survey is a milestone for the 
country,” he remarked.
Referring to the findings of 
HIES, the minister said Pa-
kistan had faced a series of 
economic shocks over the 
past six to seven years, be-
ginning with policy disrup-
tions after 2018 that derailed 
the growth momentum built 
between 2013 and 2018. 
He said mismanagement, 
particularly the surge in im-
ports in 2022 to around $80 
billion, resulted in a mas-
sive current account deficit 
and depletion of foreign 
exchange reserves, causing 
currency instability and pro-
longed inflation.
“There was no economic 
plan or direction; only reac-
tive measures, and retaliato-
ry measures do not run an 
economy,” he said, adding 
that the situation was exacer-
bated by COVID-19 and sub-
sequent global commodity 
and supply shocks.
The minister said the survey 
showed the lower middle 
class had been the most af-
fected, with sharp changes 
in income and consumption 
patterns. “Food inflation 
and rising utility prices con-
sumed most of their income, 

leaving little room for other 
expenses,” he said.
Despite the turbulence, Ah-
san Iqbal said the economy 
had now moved past the 
worst phase and was on a re-
covery path. 
He cited GDP growth of 3.71 
percent in the first quarter 
as “very encouraging” and 
expressed optimism that 
growth could reach four per-
cent or higher if the current 
trajectory was maintained. 
However, he cautioned 
against artificial, consump-
tion-led growth driven by ex-
cessive imports. “We do not 
want short-lived growth that 
crashes due to foreign ex-
change shortages,” he said, 
stressing the need to align 
growth with export earn-
ings, remittances, foreign 
direct investment and other 
inflows.
He said the government was 
pursuing a prudent growth 
policy alongside reforms 
under the IMF programme 
to ensure stability and sus-
tained high growth in coming 
years.
On social indicators, the min-
ister acknowledged relative 
improvements in literacy, 
health and infant mortality 
but said progress remained 
insufficient. 
He pointed out that literacy 

had risen only from around 
60 to 63 percent, far short of 
global benchmarks. 
“Under an education emer-
gency, we must raise literacy 
to 90 percent in the next five 
to six years,” he said, calling 
for joint efforts by govern-
ments, civil society and indi-
viduals.
Highlighting the Uraan Pa-
kistan agenda, Ahsan Iqbal 
said the survey reinforced 
the urgency of accelerating 
socio-economic development 
while ensuring peace and 
stability. 
He urged a shift in national 
discourse from political con-
frontation to issues shaping 
the country’s future, such 
as child stunting, literacy 
and universal primary enrol-
ment.
“The future belongs to na-
tions that prioritise their 
economy and socio-econom-
ic development,” he said, 
adding that strong socio-eco-
nomic foundations were es-
sential for political stability.
The minister called upon 
media, opposition, private 
sector and civil society to 
use the survey as a basis 
for constructive debate and 
collaboration. “We can only 
achieve our goals through 
cooperation as Team Paki-
stan,” he said.

No rail tracks closed 
in KPK, Balochistan 

in last two years
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has not closed any railway 
track in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) or Balochistan during 
the past two years, with all tracks in both provinces remain-
ing fully operational “Despite severe financial constraints, the 
railways continue to ensure safe operations, even as nearly 
95 percent of its expenditure is consumed by pay, pensions, 
fuel and utilities, leaving only five percent for maintenance 
of aging infrastructure and rolling stock,” an official in the 
Ministry told APP. The officials said the limited maintenance 
budget is being used strictly for essential safety-related works. 
To bridge funding gaps, Pakistan Railways has mobilized alter-
native financing sources, particularly in KPK and Balochistan. 
Under the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP), 
the Rohri–Sibi railway track is being upgraded at a cost of 
Rs5.49 billion, while an additional $390 million will be spent 
on upgrading the Rohri–Spezand and Spezand–Nokundi sec-
tions in Balochistan, he added. Moreover, the official said a 
33-kilometre stretch from Sariab to Kuchlak is being upgraded 
through Balochistan’s provincial PSDP. He said that several 
stations have also been upgraded. In KPK, Attock Khurd and 
the Washing Line at Peshawar Cantonment Station have been 
improved. In Balochistan, stations at Sariab, Quetta, Sheikh 
Manda, Baleli and Kuchlak are proposed for upgradation un-
der the provincial PSDP. The official said that infrastructure 
safety has been strengthened through the rehabilitation of 
weak bridges, with four bridges reinforced in KPK and 21 in 
Balochistan On passenger services, he said that Pakistan Rail-
ways has not discontinued any train in KPK or Balochistan 
during the last two years. In KPK, major trains included Khy-
ber Mail, Rehman Baba Express, Awam Express which is 
planned for upgradation and Khushal Khan Khattak Express. 
In Balochistan, Bolan Mail continues to operate between 
Quetta and Karachi, while Jaffar Express links Quetta with 
Punjab and KP. These services provide affordable long-dis-
tance travel for daily commuters, students, labourers and 
small farmers. The official said the freight and parcel services 
have also been expanded. A modern dry port has been estab-
lished at Azakhel in the Peshawar division to facilitate bulk 
transportation. He said the brake and luggage vans attached 
to major passenger trains enable small traders and farmers 
to transport produce economically. Regular freight services 
from Balochistan are supporting the movement of minerals, 
livestock feed and agricultural products to Karachi and other 
up-country markets.—APP
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UK still counting 
the cost 10 years 

on from Brexit vot
Mohamed Chebaro

R EGARDLESS of how hard some in the UK try to pretend Brexit was a 
necessary step toward sovereignty, territorial integrity and the curb-

ing of toxic freedom of movement and freeloading on its generous benefits 
system, as well as offering dividends for people, society and the economy, 
the figures are unfortunately showing the opposite on all fronts. During 
2026, the 10th anniversary of the Brexit referendum will pass. Leaving 
the EU was drummed up as a lifeline for the British people, giving them 
independence, even though it was only approved by a slim and unconvinc-
ing majority. Five years since Britain abandoned the single market and 
customs union, ending freedom of movement in the EU for its citizens, 
the country is still suffering from the reverberations and aftershocks of 
that self-inflicted, avoidable earthquake. Those that still believe in Brexit 
continue to defend it, claiming that it was merely unfortunately timed, as 
it has coincided with calamities such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the war 
in Ukraine, the increase in the cost of living and the disruption of trade 
and commerce due to the changes witnessed in the US.
Brexiteers also continue to claim that the withdrawal agreement was badly 
negotiated by a shambolic Conservative government that, after years of 
austerity, decided to swiftly break with EU rules and standards, destroying 
institutional due processes and preventing a smooth transition. This led 
to disruptions, shortages and new administrative cycles that broke with 
norms, increased costs for producers and consumers alike and damaged 
the country’s resilience and prosperity. A lost decade has passed since that 
vote and the verdict is clearly written everywhere. The Brexit doomsday is 
still being felt as people live through economic and political near-paralysis. 
The country is still grappling with the tough new trade barriers that were 
insisted on by the London-based architects of that bitter divorce deal and 
all its consequential blows to trade, investment, economic growth and liv-
ing standards. Above all, Brexit has created a climate of uncertainty that 
has plagued the UK’s services and industries ever since.
The stark figures show losses to the economy in the billions, with state reve-
nues suffering similarly. And it seems the big political freeze that dominated 
the morning after the vote — the idleness and lack of leadership — persists 
regarding the means to turn the corner. There is a lack of will due to a fear that 
any rapprochement with Europe could create more division in what is already 

a highly polarized society. Labour’s landslide election victory 18 months ago 
gave Prime Minister Keir Starmer a huge majority that he has been slow to 
capitalize on in terms of channeling it to make a difference with a real UK-
EU reset. Though the two sides have taken major steps on youth mobility, 
energy and defense and security cooperation, this falls short and does not 
register on the scale of Brexit’s impact on society or the economy. From the 
start, leaving the EU was forecast to hit the UK’s economy by 4 percent, 
according to the Office for Budget Responsibility. The stark figures show 
losses to the economy in the billions, with state revenues suffering similarly.
The red lines Labour drew for itself in its election manifesto may have been 
relevant when the party was preparing itself for the vote but, since then, more 
water has gone under the bridge in terms of challenges and adversities facing 
the UK. Not least, there is the rise of an ultra-right that has made enmity to 
the EU and to foreigners generally two essential tenets of its rhetoric. This 
is despite the fact Brexit caused the UK to recover from the pandemic more 
slowly than other G7 nations, while it has also slipped to sixth place in the list 
of the world’s leading economies. In December, a YouGov poll revealed that 
large sections of the British public have shifted toward wanting to rejoin the 
EU’s customs union, largely due to economic concerns and a desire for a 
closer relationship with the bloc. Eighty percent of those who voted La-
bour in July 2024 believe the prime minister should open negotiations 
for joining the union. The survey also revealed that 70 percent of Labour, 
Liberal Democrat and Green voters would support a future PM opening 
talks on rejoining the EU. Even among Conservative voters, 25 percent of 
those questioned said a new leader should start negotiations for rejoining, 
something Starmer once said is unlikely to happen during his lifetime.
Meanwhile, a Savanta poll found that 67 percent of 2024 Labour voters 
would prefer the government to rejoin the customs union rather than in-
crease taxes. This is in addition to a November survey that revealed that 
three-quarters of voters who felt that Brexit was harmful favored joining the 
single market and customs union to lower taxes in the UK.
Also, Brexit cost UK business £37 billion ($49 billion) in the 12 months 
to September 2024, according to a report published by The Independent, 
leading ministers to pledge to tear down trade barriers with the EU. The 
report stated that Britain’s total trade with the bloc was 5 percent lower 
than before Brexit. One does not need to look far in the UK to find evi-
dence of low morale, the high cost of living, the sluggish economy, poor 
productivity and dwindling social services, which have been made worse by 
the Brexit conundrum the country entered 10 years ago due to that fateful 
vote. Breaking the downward spiral that some call the “doom loop” is in 
the hands of Starmer and his government, backed by the vast majority La-
bour commands in Parliament. The government’s lack of direction should 
end by making saving the economy its way to regain balance and reverse 
its waning popularity. Starmer should choose boldness and rejoin the 
customs union if it is the way to redress the damage suffered as a result 
of the bad deal agreed by the previous Conservative government.
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Will 2026 be better — or worse?

Dhaka: An Unexpected Diplomatic Opening 
in Pakistan-India Relations

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Muhammad Tayyab Khan 

T HE year 2025 will be remembered as one of the 
most turbulent in recent history. Global diplo-
macy struggled under the weight of escalating 

violence, unpredictable political shifts, and competing 
visions of world order. From nuclear-armed neighbours 
in South Asia to Middle Eastern confrontations, from 
renewed clashes in Eastern Europe to growing tension 
in the Western Hemisphere, humanity faced a litany 
of conflicts that reshaped geopolitics. As the calendar 
turns to 2026, the central question is whether the world 
will break the cycle of violence or simply perpetuate it.
One of the most dangerous confrontations occurred be-
tween Pakistan and India, two nuclear-armed neighbours 
in a region that is home to more than two billion peo-
ple. What began with provocative military moves quickly 
escalated into a brief but intense confrontation, raising 
fears of catastrophe. Pakistan responded with disci-
plined strategic coordination across land, sea, and cyber 
domains, demonstrating its modern military capability. 
The frightening reality was that both states possess sig-
nificant nuclear arsenals and delivery systems capable 
of wide-ranging destruction. Had the conflict continued, 
millions of lives might have been lost. Fortunately, it 
ended before reaching that threshold, but the episode 
highlighted the fragility of peace in South Asia.
The confrontation also had wider geopolitical conse-
quences. Pakistan emerged with renewed international 
recognition and expanding defence partnerships. Its de-
fence industries — from drones to aircraft — are now find-
ing export markets, reshaping its economic trajectory 
and regional influence. Whether this alignment ultimate-
ly proves advantageous or risky remains to be seen, but 
it has already altered the strategic balance in the region.
Across the Middle East, another defining crisis unfold-
ed as Israel and Iran engaged in direct and sustained 
hostilities. Iranian missile and drone strikes deep inside 
Israeli territory tested Israel’s military resilience and 
strategic partnerships. Even with extensive U.S. logis-
tical and missile-defence support, Israel suffered strain 
on its forces and infrastructure. Iran — already burdened 
by economic hardship — saw its currency weaken further 
amid internal dissent. Although a ceasefire now holds, 
rivalries remain deep, and 2026 may witness renewed 
confrontation unless diplomacy prevails.
In Europe, the war in Ukraine continued with devastat-
ing human and economic cost. Efforts by U.S. and allied 
diplomats to negotiate a ceasefire generated dialogue 
but yielded limited progress. Both Kyiv and Moscow 
continue to view military advantage as attainable, and 
both remain deeply reliant on external support. Even if 
negotiations take root in 2026, rebuilding trust and infra-
structure will take years, perhaps decades.

The Gaza Strip saw another tragic cycle as humani-
tarian suffering mounted amid continued bombard-
ment and displacement. A fragile ceasefire, often 
violated, has yet to translate into sustainable peace. 
Proposed multinational stabilisation forces face 
near-impossible odds unless underlying political 
causes that fuel conflict are addressed.
Beyond these headline wars, a series of lesser-known 
clashes also shaped the year. Border violence between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan in the South Caucasus, though 
subject to diplomatic agreements, remains fragile on the 
ground. Renewed skirmishes between Cambodia and 
Thailand over long-contested border areas saw tempo-
rary ceasefires that reduced bloodshed without resolv-
ing underlying grievances. Amid these global tensions, 
a new flashpoint emerged — the Western Hemisphere. 
Throughout 2025, the United States dramatically in-
tensified pressure on Venezuela. A campaign labelled 
Operation Southern Spear saw U.S. naval quarantines 
of sanctioned oil tankers, repeated strikes on alleged 
drug trafficking infrastructure, and the formal decla-
ration by U.S. officials that the nation was in a “non-in-
ternational armed conflict” with organised groups 
tied to Caracas. These actions, including recent bom-
bardments of coastal facilities, represent the most sig-
nificant escalation yet between the United States and 
Venezuela, with critics warning the Caribbean could 
become a theatre of full-blown conflict in 2026.
Russia condemned these U.S. actions as akin to piracy, 
accusing Washington of reviving historical aggression 
and undermining maritime law. Moscow’s foreign minis-
try also reaffirmed support for Venezuelan sovereignty 
and called for peaceful resolution, intensifying the geo-
political stakes in the region.  The United States also 
saw rising diplomatic tensions with Canada. What began 
as trade disputes — including punitive tariffs on key Ca-
nadian industries — has occasionally strained relations 
with Ottawa. While both sides expressed hope to ease 
trade friction, the rhetoric and economic pressure hint 
at deeper ideological divergence. 
Meanwhile, President Donald Trump repeatedly 
raised controversial territorial ambitions, including 
discussions of acquiring Greenland — a self-governing 
Danish territory. Trump described the Arctic island 
as “essential to U.S. national security”, a pronounce-
ment that was met with strong opposition from Green-
land’s leaders and Denmark, who rejected any notion 
of ceding sovereignty. Such statements have fueled 
concern among European capitals about Washington’s 
approach to traditional alliances. 
Throughout 2025, Trump also made claims about bro-
kering peace or ceasefires in various global conflicts, 

asserting success in ending or pausing up to eight wars 
— including disputes involving Pakistan and India, Cam-
bodia and Thailand, Armenia and Azerbaijan, and others. 
Critics note that many of these claims refer to temporary 
armistices or negotiations rather than enduring peace, 
and in several cases fighting resumed shortly after dec-
larations were made. These political narratives became 
part of the year’s global discourse, illustrating the com-
plex intersection of diplomacy, rhetoric, and reality.
Amid these crises, scientific and technological pro-
gress marched forward. Advances in artificial intel-
ligence, quantum computing, robotics, and space 
technology marked 2025 as a transformative year. 
Competing global powers — particularly the United 
States, China, and India — deepened their race to har-
ness computing power that could revolutionise fields 
from medicine to climate science. Ambitious plans to 
deploy data centres into space to leverage uninter-
rupted solar energy and orbital connectivity under-
scored a new frontier for technological infrastructure.
Quantum computing moved closer to practical applica-
tion, offering the potential to solve complex problems 
long out of reach. Robotics advanced toward intelligent 
systems capable of complex cognitive tasks. These de-
velopments hold transformative promise — but also risk 
disrupting labour markets, magnifying inequality, and 
concentrating power in the hands of a few.
So, will 2026 be better — or worse?. The honest an-
swer is that it depends on whether the world learns 
from 2025 or repeats its mistakes. War has shown, yet 
again, that force alone cannot guarantee peace. Sym-
bolic diplomatic gestures without shared political un-
derstanding are fragile. Military escalation, whether 
in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, or the Caribbean, 
comes with unacceptable human cost.
What the world needs most in 2026 is restraint, hu-
mility, and honest diplomacy. True strength lies not 
in destruction but in the ability to preserve life, foster 
cooperation, and build institutions that protect digni-
ty. Technology must be guided by ethics and shared 
responsibility, not domination.
As we step into 2026, let us hope it becomes a year when 
nations choose negotiation over escalation, understand-
ing over animosity, and shared destiny over discord. May 
it be a time when humanity consciously abandons war as 
policy and embraces peace as strategy.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia

Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan, USA

I N the quiet air of Dhaka, a moment unfolded 
that gently tapped on the long-standing political 
inertia of the subcontinent. On one side lay the 

chill of strained relations, memories of border ten-
sions, and the bitter echoes of a recent war; on the 
other, in the same backdrop, stood the gesture of 
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar who 
walked up to the Speaker of Pakistan’s National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, greeted him warmly, and 
exchanged pleasant remarks. This was no ordinary 
social encounter; it came at a time when both states 
were passing through an almost complete diplomatic 
silence. That is why political observers viewed this 
brief moment as symbolic like a faint crack appear-
ing within a thick sheet of ice.
The meeting took place during the funeral of former 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, at-
tended by political and state dignitaries from various 
countries. As Sardar Ayaz Sadiq stood there to offer 
condolences, Jaishankar approached him, introduced 
himself, and remarked that he was familiar with the 
Speaker’s personality and political profile. Despite 
the solemn nature of the occasion, the courteous tone 
and refined exchange between the two leaders reflect-
ed something deeper that beyond the pressures of 
politics, human-level dialogue can still persist. In the 
world of diplomacy, such informal bridges often plant 
the earliest seeds of future engagement.
This interaction gained particular significance be-
cause, after the war in May, both countries had gradu-
ally drifted apart diplomatically, and almost all formal 
communication channels had fallen silent. The rheto-
ric in capital cities was harsh, the atmosphere tense, 
and psychological distances between the two nations 
had deepened. Against this backdrop, Jaishankar’s 
gesture of stepping forward did not appear as a mere 
social courtesy; it seemed like a quiet diplomatic sig-
nal a reminder that broken conversations never fully 

die, and sooner or later, they begin to breathe again.
Equally interesting is the fact that, after the war, 
India had even advised its cricket players not to 
shake hands with Pakistani cricketers as if the 
tension of diplomacy had seeped into the sports 
arena. Yet in other sporting events across the 
region, athletes continued to greet one another. 
Within this contrast, the handshake in Dhaka was 
more than the meeting of two hands; it became 
a symbolic act underscoring that no matter how 
strained relations may become, the doors of dia-
logue are never entirely closed.
During his visit, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq also met Bangla-
desh’s Chief Adviser Dr. Muhammad Yunus and went 
to Begum Khaleda Zia’s residence to offer condolenc-
es to her family, conveying sorrow on behalf of the 
Government, Parliament, and people of Pakistan. 
This gesture served as a reminder that South Asian 
politics still bears traces of shared history, emotional 
ties, and collective experiences of grief and solidari-
ty. Moments of mourning and condolence often cre-
ate a softer environment one in which hearts can be 
reached even when political distances remain intact.
Political and diplomatic analysts describe this inter-
action as an instance of “unexpected proximity.” The 
official narratives of both countries stood at their 
hardest extremes, the media climate was intensely 
bitter yet amidst the stillness of Dhaka, the smiling 
handshake of the two leaders pointed toward a quiet 
chapter of diplomacy. History repeatedly tells us that 
major breakthroughs are not always born at formal 
negotiating tables; rather, they often emerge from 
such unassuming, informal exchanges initially per-
ceived as mere social etiquette.
It is also noteworthy that Jaishankar had earlier visit-
ed Pakistan to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation summit, where he met Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar. Thus, this was not the first inter-

action between senior officials of both states within 
an international setting however, the tense post-war 
environment lent this brief meeting a deeper and 
more symbolic significance. It suggested that, despite 
the suspension of official channels, the geopolitical 
realities of the region do not allow the parties to com-
pletely disengage from one another.
The question, however, remains: can this handshake 
evolve into a structured diplomatic dialogue or a 
meaningful channel of engagement in the future? For 
now, any definite answer would be premature yet the 
enduring truth is that the thawing of ice always be-
gins with a symbolic moment. Sometimes it is a smile, 
sometimes a gentle sentence, and sometimes a con-
dolence-meeting small bridges that become the first 
step toward closing wide distances.
The history of Pakistan-India relations has always 
been a tapestry of contradictions tension alongside 
dialogue, distance alongside proximity, conflict along-
side diplomacy. At different points in time, faint rays 
of conversation have emerged even in the midst of 
hostility. The meeting in Dhaka appears to be yet 
another quiet installment in that long narrative. Per-
haps, with time, it will be remembered merely as an 
incidental episode or perhaps it may prove to be the 
moment that laid the foundation for a new chapter. 
History, after all, delivers its verdict much later.
For now, it is fair to say that the people of this re-
gion yearn not for conflict, but for dialogue, sta-
bility, and cooperation. If political leaderships are 
able to recognize the subtle signals embedded in 
such moments, then one day this handshake may 
well be recalled as the beginning of a larger and 
more meaningful diplomatic opening. In global pol-
itics, hope often appears fragile and yet, at times, 
it is this very fragile line that transforms into the 
strongest of foundations. Perhaps the moment in 
Dhaka has, once again, rekindled that possibility.

Russia condemned 
these US actions as 

akin to piracy, accusing 
Washington of reviving 

historical aggression and 
undermining maritime law. 
Moscow’s foreign ministry 
also reaffirmed support for 

Venezuelan sovereignty 
and called for peaceful 

resolution, intensifying the 
geopolitical stakes in the 

region.  The United States 
also saw rising diplomatic 

tensions with Canada. What 
began as trade disputes — 
including punitive tariffs 

on key Canadian industries 
— has occasionally strained 

relations with Ottawa. While 
both sides expressed hope...
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DUBAI: Ace Javelin thrower and Olympic 
gold medalist Arshad Nadeem shared a ‘gold-
en moment’ after meeting former UFC light-
weight champion Khabib Nurmagomedov on 
the sidelines of the World Sports Summit. 
The two-day summit took place on Decem-
ber 29-30, bringing together over 1,500 ath-
letes, sports leaders, and policymakers to 
discuss the future of the industry under the 
theme “Uniting the World Through Sport.” 
Nadeem shared the update on his social me-
dia account. “Meeting Khabib at the World 
Sports Summit,” he wrote.
Earlier in the day, he also met FIFA Pres-
ident Gianni Infantino, who inquired about 
the distance of the record throw.
“It was a 92-metre throw, and now I want 
to break that record,” Nadeem told the 
football chief. During the event, Arshad 
Nadeem was conferred with the ‘Moham-
med Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global Sports 
Award’ in the Global Breakthrough Athlete 
category here at the World Sports Summit.

Nadeem was honoured with the award 
on the back of his landmark triumph at 
the Paris Olympics, where he ended up 
with a gold medal after a record-break-

ing throw of 92.97 metres.
With that throw, Arshad broke Pakistan’s 
gold medal jinx at the Olympics, marking 
the country’s first in 40 years.

Following the accolade, Nadeem expressed 
pride in the achievement, noting that the 
award would encourage emerging athletes 
in nurturing the sport in Pakistan.
“Alhamdulillah. Honored to receive the 
Global Breakthrough Athlete Award at 
the World Sports Summit in Dubai. This 
prestigious award was presented by His 
Highness Sheikh Mansoor bin Muham-
mad bin Rashid Al Maktoum,” Arhsad 
wrote on his Instagram handle.
“Sincere thanks to the Dubai Sports 
Council for the kind invitation and warm 
hospitality. Thankful for the unwavering 
support, prayers, and encouragement 
from everyone who stood by me through-
out this journey,” Arshad added. “Proud 
to represent Pakistan on the global stage,” 
he concluded with gratitude. It is pertinent 
to mention that the Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum Global Sports Award recognis-
es exceptional sporting achievements and 
contributions worldwide. – Agencies

Arshad shares moment with UFC great Khabib
Arshad Nadeem Shares Golden Moment With Khabib, Meets Infantino, 

Receives Global Breakthrough Athlete Award After Historic 
Olympic Gold at World Sports Summit in Dubai
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state, terming it a viola-
tion of international law. 
Pakistan reaffirmed its 
full support for Somalia’s 
sovereignty, unity, and 
territorial integrity, he 
added. The spokesperson 
said Pakistan remains 
committed to promoting 
peace, stability, and di-
plomacy at both regional 
and international levels.

PTI seeks 
disqualifica-

tion of...
From Page 01

The reference, moved 
by Zafar, invoked Article 
63-A of the Constitution, 
which deals with disqual-
ification on grounds of 
defection. “The declara-
tion is being submitted 
for onward reference to 
the chief election com-
missioner for laying the 
same before the election 
commission in accordance 
with the said Article 63-
A,” the reference, dated 
January 1 and seen by 
Dawn, said. It added that 
a meeting of the PTI was 
convened before voting 
on the 27th Amendment, 
in which it was “explicitly 
decided and communicat-
ed to all PTI senators in 
writing” that they were 
to oppose and not vote in 
favour of any legislative 
measure or bill relating to 
the said amendment. The 
direction to oppose and 
not vote in favour of any 
legislative measure relat-
ing to the 27th Amend-
ment was also issued by 
Zafar to all PTI senators, 
including Abro, the refer-
ence stated, adding: “The 
record confirms that this 
direction was properly 
conveyed to him and that 
he was fully aware of it.” 
The direction was also 
widely published in the 
media, the reference said.

CM Sohail 
Afridi says 

he will visit...
From Page 01

deliver a speech to sup-
porters at Liberty Chowk 
but was unable to do so 
as a heavy contingent of 
police had blocked all 
roads leading to the area 
by setting up pickets. He 
had also addressed PTI 
lawmakers at the Punjab 
Assembly, a visit that was 
marred by altercations 
between members of his 
entourage and security 
officials, while several 
heated exchanges between 
PTI leaders and journal-
ists were also witnessed. 
He was also barred from 
visiting the cantonment 
to meet party leaders, 
as well as the food street 
that had been shut down 
ahead of his visit. He also 
went to Zaman Park amid 
heavy police deployment, 
while the detention of par-
ty supporters during the 
tour was also reported. On 
Monday, he wrote to Pun-
jab Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz to complain about 
the treatment meted out 
to him during his visit. He 
maintained that the Pun-
jab government’s adoption 
of an extraordinary and 
excessive security pos-
ture — including sweeping 
detentions and visible en-
forcement theatrics — was 
“a message of intimida-
tion rather than cooper-
ation”. He complained 
that “such measures were 
neither proportionate 
nor warranted and con-
veyed an intent that went 
well beyond legitimate 
security considerations”.

Around 40 
killed in 

explosion...
From Page 01

Frederic Gisler, said a 
helpline had been opened 
for relatives. “I cant hide 
from you that we are all 
shaken by what happened 
overnight in Crans,” Gis-
ler told the press con-
ference. “Our count is 
about 100 injured, most 
seriously, and unfortu-
nately tens of people 
are presumed dead,” he 
said, adding that patients 
had been dispatched to 
hospitals in Sion, Laus-
anne, Geneva and Zurich.

Mohsin Naqvi, Approves Major 
Islamabad Development Projects

Islamabad to Get 
State-of-the-Art Cricket 

Stadium, Smart 
Underpass, Expanded 
Safe City Project as 

Interior Minister 
Reviews Major Public 
Welfare Initiatives at 
CDA Headquarters

DNA
ISLAMABAD: A special meeting was held 
at CDA Headquarters under the chairman-
ship of Federal Minister for Interior, Mo-

hsin Naqvi. During the extensive 
meeting, a detailed review of 
various public welfare projects 
was conducted. It was decided to 
initiate further projects for the 
convenience of citizens.
During the meeting, it was 
decided that a state-of-
the-art cricket stadi-
um will be construct-
ed in Islamabad. 
Federal Minister 
for Interior Mohsin 
Naqvi has request-
ed the final design 
of the stadium with-
in 10 days.
A specific area 
has been allocated 
for the National 

Park. Additionally, it was decided 
to expand the scope of the mod-
ern Safe City Project in Islamabad. 
To improve traffic flow at Kashmir 
Chowk, a “Smart Underpass” will 
be constructed, with the final de-

sign to be submitted within 
10 days.
It was also decided to 
hire renowned compa-
nies for the construc-
tion of a five-star 
hotel in Islamabad. 
Details of long-va-
cant commercial 
plots have been 
requested. A spe-
cial team will be 
formed to hire a 
Solid Waste Man-

agement company. Land has also been 
allocated for the headquarters of law en-
forcement agencies.
Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi 
stated that operations against encroach-
ments will continue with full force, and the 
released land will be used in the public in-
terest. Various proposals for the construc-
tion of a new convention center in the fed-
eral capital were discussed. Proposals for 
allocating land for the headquarters of the 
Federal Constabulary, Rangers, and Islama-
bad Traffic Police were also reviewed.
Chairman CDA Muhammad Ali Rand-
hawa gave a briefing. The meeting was 
attended by IG Islamabad Police, Ali 
Nasir Rizvi, Deputy Commissioner, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Gen-
eral, CTO, SSP Operations, CDA mem-
bers, and other senior officials.

N. Korea’s Kim hails 
‘invincible alliance’ with 

Russia in New Year’s letter
Seoul: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
has praised his troops fighting abroad as 
forging an “invincible alliance” with Russia 
in a new year’s message, state media said 
Thursday. Pyongyang has sent thousands 
of troops to support Russia’s nearly four-
year invasion of Ukraine, according to 
South Korean and Western intelligence 
agencies. At least 600 have died and 
thousands more have sustained injuries, 
according to South Korean estimates.
Analysts say North Korea is receiving finan-
cial aid, military technology and food and 
energy supplies from Russia in return. On 
Thursday Kim praised his men fighting in 
an “alien land”, congratulating their “hero-
ic” defence of the nation’s honour and in-
structing them to “be brave”, the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said.
“As the whole country is enveloped in a 
festive atmosphere of greeting the new 
year, I all the more miss you, who are fight-
ing bravely on the battlefields in the alien 
land even at this moment,” he said, accord-
ing to KCNA. “Behind you are Pyongyang 
and Moscow,” Kim said. The North Kore-
an leader praised soldiers for strengthen-
ing the “invincible alliance” with Russia, 
calling on them to fight “for the fraternal 

Russian people”. And Kim hinted that 
more overseas action would take place this 
year, highlighting “remarkable feats you 
will perform on the overseas battlefields”.
Analysts say that North Korea’s deepen-
ing alliance with Russia has offered an 
economic lifeline to Kim’s regime and al-
lowed him to rebuff US and South Kore-
an overtures for dialogue. “Deployments 
to Russia, as well as overseas military 
operations or cooperation more broad-
ly, are no longer exceptional but have 
become embedded as part of official de-
fence policy,” Lim Eul-chul, a professor 
at the Institute for Far Eastern Studies 
at Kyungnam University, told AFP.
And Thursday’s state media coverage 
shows that Kim can also “frame the eco-
nomic and military gains” from the troop 
deployments in nationalist appeals to his 
domestic audience, he added.
On-the-ground accounts, however, paint 
a grim picture for North Korean troops 
embedded in Europe’s bloodiest war in 
decades. Pyongyang’s soldiers have been 
ordered to kill themselves rather than be 
taken prisoner, according to South Korea’s 
intelligence service and accounts by two 
North Koreas captured by Ukraine. – APP

One killed 
in grenade 

attack
From Page 01

Meanwhile, Sibi region 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (DIG) Barkat Kho-
sa told Dawn that the in-
jured were moved to Teach-
ing Hospital, while the 
body of the deceased was 
handed over to his heirs. 
“Police have tightened se-
curity in the area and fur-
ther investigation is under 
way,” DIG Khosa said. Last 
month, an eight-year-old 
child was killed and five 
other members of a family, 
including two women, were 
injured when a grenade 
exploded inside a house 
in the Wadh area of Ba-
lochistan’s Khuzdar district.

PSX 
opens 2026 

higher
From Page 01

close of 174,054.32. It wit-
nessed a low of 174,437.70, 
still up 383.38 points, or 
0.22%. “Yesterday, the Min-
istry of Finance presented a 
monthly economic outlook, 
which was optimistic to-
wards the LSM [large-scale 
manufacturing] and infla-
tion numbers,” said Huzaifa 
Riaz, Director, Mayari Secu-
rities (Pvt) Limited. “Also, 
fresh fund allocations by in-
stitutions for the new year 
have also resulted in a pos-
itive trend at the PSX,” he 
added. Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Wednesday 
touted progress on taxes, 
inflation and external buff-
ers.  He said revenues rose 
26% in 2025, more than 
one million new taxpayers 
were added, the tax-to-GDP 
ratio moved from “around 
8% to over 10%,” and the 
current account swung 
to a $1.9 billion surplus 
from a $3.3 billion deficit. 

Member 
of Iranian 
security...
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This is the first officially 
confirmed death since the 
start of the protests on 
Sunday, which began peace-
fully in the capital Tehran. 
The Basij are a volunteer 
paramilitary force linked 
to Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards, the ideological arm 
of the Islamic Republic. 
Pourali said that “during 
the demonstrations in Kou-
hdasht, 13 police officers 
and Basij members were 
injured by stone throwing”. 
The protests began in Teh-
ran, where shopkeepers 
went on strike over the high 
cost of living and econom-
ic stagnation. They then 
spread to other cities, after 
students at least 10 univer-
sities joined in on Tuesday. 
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian called on the 
government on Thursday 
to take action to improve 
the economic situation.

PM Shehbaz 
calls for 

proposals...
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facilitation of investors part of 
the government’s priorities, 
the prime minister directed 
all the ministries to promptly 
prepare recommendations re-
lated to external and internal 
investment and development 
projects in their respective 
sectors.  He said that in order 
to increase investment, spe-
cial attention should be given 
to promoting exports and ex-
ecuting the relevant projects.  
Prime Minister Shehbaz also 
instructed the relevant min-
istries to extend cooperation 
through Pakistani embassies 
worldwide for facilitating for-
eign investors. He also direct-
ed that the initial orientation 
on the facilities for investors 
and other relevant informa-
tion on investment should be 
made available at Pakistani 
embassies. He also asked all 
the ministries to give equal 
attention to industrial produc-
tion, agriculture, and all oth-
er important sectors with a 
view to attracting investment.  
During the meeting, the rep-
resentatives from different 
ministries briefed the prime 
minister on the progress of 
ongoing developmental pro-
jects and work on economic, 
institutional, and administra-
tive reforms. The meeting 
was attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar, federal 
ministers Ahsan Iqbal, Attaul-
lah Tarar, Ali Pervaiz Malik, 
and Ahad Khan Cheema, Ad-
visor to PM Rana Sanaullah, 
Special Assistant to PM Ha-
roon Akhtar, chief secretaries 
of all provinces, National Co-
ordinator of SIFC, and other 
relevant government officials.

Sudan lose to Burkina Faso as 
Algeria win again at Cup of Nations
Sudan Set Senegal Clash as Burkina Faso Win, Algeria Perfect Group 

Record After Equatorial Guinea Victory in AFCON Last-16 Picture 
Takes Shape with drama, penalties missed, and heavy squad rotation

CASABLANCA: Sudan 
must face 2022 champions 
Senegal in the last 16 of the 
Africa Cup of Nations after 
losing 2-0 to Burkina Faso 
in their final group game on 
Wednesday, while Algeria 
beat Equatorial Guinea 3-1 
at the same time.
Lassina Traore’s early 
strike put Burkina Faso 
ahead at the Mohammed V 
Stadium in Casablanca, be-
fore Algozoli Nooh missed a 
penalty for Sudan.
Arsene Kouassi, of French 
Ligue 1 side Lorient, sealed 

Burkina Faso’s win late on.
Both teams had already 
qualified for the knockout 
stage from Group E behind 
Algeria. Burkina Faso sim-
ply needed to avoid defeat 
to advance in second place.
The 2013 runners-up will 
go to Marrakesh for a last-
16 tie against the winners 
of Group F, which con-
cludes later Wednesday 
with reigning champions 
Ivory Coast vying for top 
spot alongside Cameroon 
and Mozambique.
It was Sudan’s second de-

feat in three outings, but a 
1-0 victory against Equato-
rial Guinea was enough for 
them to advance as a best 
third-placed side. “Burkina 
has a very good team. Most 
of their players are playing 
in top European sides so 
automatically when you play 
against them it is not going 
to be an easy ride,” said Su-
dan coach Kwesi Appiah.
Ranked 117th in the world, 
Sudan have won just two 
of 19 matches across six 
appearances at the Cup of 
Nations since lifting the 

trophy in 1970. This is just 
their second appearance in 
the knockout stages since 
then and it would be a huge 
surprise if they defeated Sa-
dio Mane’s Senegal in Tang-
ier on Saturday.
However, getting so far is 
a major achievement for a 
country which has been rav-
aged by war since fighting 
broke out between Sudan’s 
army and the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces in 
April 2023. “It is good for 
everyone in Sudan and it is 
also good for the players as 
it is up to them to prove that 
they can play against a team 
like Senegal,” added Appiah.
“Senegal is a big football 
country and we will be sure 
to play a very good game.”
Shakhtar Donetsk forward 
Traore headed in from 
Stephane Aziz Ki’s chipped 
cross on 16 minutes to 
open the scoring for a 
Burkina Faso side showing 
seven changes from their 
last match. Sudan were 
awarded a penalty midway 
through the first half to the 
delight of their fans, who 
made up the majority of 
the 10,084 crowd. Burki-
na Faso goalkeeper Herve 
Koffi, who was struggling 
with an injury, clumsily 
rushed out and brought 
down Algozoli. – Agencies

Mbappe suffers 
knee sprain in blow 

for Real Madrid
Mbappe Knee Injury Hits Real Madrid Title 
Chase, Star Forward Out Weeks, Doubtful 

for Betis Clash and Super Cup as Los 
Blancos Trail Barcelona in La Liga Race

MADRID: Real Madrid on 
Wednesday said that Kylian 
Mbappe had suffered a knee 
sprain, delivering a blow to 
their bid to reel in Liga lead-
ers Barcelona. “After the 
tests carried out today on 
our player Kylian Mbappe 
by Real Madrid’s medical 
services, he was diagnosed 
with a sprain in his left 
knee. Awaiting evolution,” 
the club said in a statement. 
Real Madrid did not indicate 
how long the 27-year-old 
striker would be out for, but 
a source close to the France 
superstar told AFP that he 
would be absent for at least 
three weeks. Mbappe, the 
leading scorer in La Liga this season with 18 goals, is 
therefore a major doubt for Sunday’s league match at 
home to Real Betis, Los Merengues’ first after the win-
ter break as they trail Barcelona by four points.
He could also miss the Spanish Super Cup semifinal against 
arch-rivals Atletico Madrid in Saudi Arabia on January 8, as well 
as a league fixture against Levante and a Champions League 
clash with former club Monaco. Real did not say when or how 
Mbappe was injured, however he had trained with the team on 
Tuesday. He underwent an MRI scan on Wednesday. Mbappe 
has enjoyed a stellar 2025, equalling Cristiano Ronaldo’s club 
record 59 goals in a calendar year, and has at times carried 
Real Madrid, relieving some pressure on under-fire coach Xabi 
Alonso. He has scored 73 goals in 83 matches for Real since 
making a free transfer move to the Spanish giants from Paris 
Saint-Germain 18 months ago. He finished top scorer in La 
Liga last season with 31 goals — four more than Barcelona’s 
Robert Lewandowski — and is currently seven goals clear of 
the next best this season, Barca’s Ferran Torres. – APP

Christian 
Kofane nets 
winner as 

Cameroon beat 
Mozambique 
in AFCON

AGADIR: Teenage star 
Christian Kofane made a 
memorable debut, scoring 
the winning goal as Came-
roon came from behind to 
defeat Mozambique 2-1 on 
Wednesday, securing sec-
ond place in Group F in the 
Africa Cup of Nations here 
at Adrar Stadium.
Cameroon’s 19-year-old 
striker from Bayer Lever-
kusen, making only his 
second appearance for 
the national team, was the 
match-winner in their 2-1 
victory over Mozambique 
in the Africa Cup of Nations 
group stage. After earlier 
wasting several chances, 
Kofane scored a powerful 
shot from the edge of the 
box in the 55th minute to 
seal the win. Mozambique 
had taken the lead in the 
23rd minute, with a strong 
strike from Sporting Lis-
bon’s Geny Catamo. – APP

Shai leads Thunder 
to dominant victory 

over Blazers 
in NBA thriller

Gilgeous-Alexander Shines With 30 Points 
as Thunder Rout Trail Blazers, Extend 

NBA-Best Home Record and Clinch Season 
Series in Dominant Oklahoma City Victory

OKLAHOMA CITY: Shai Gilgeous-Alexander delivered a 
spectacular 30-point performance to lead the Oklahoma 
City Thunder to a dominant 124-95 victory over the Port-
land Trail Blazers in an NBA thriller here at the Paycom 
Centre on Wednesday. Gilgeous-Alexander’s all-around 
play was crucial in the Thunder maintaining control 
throughout the game. He finished with an efficient 11-of-
15 shooting, added six assists, and collected four steals, 
all while keeping a clean sheet with no turnovers.
The star guard’s impressive display helped Oklahoma City 
extend its home record to an NBA-best 17-1 and secure a 
third consecutive win, rounding off a successful four-game 
homestand. The Thunder seized control early, going on a 
16-4 run in the first quarter, sparked by Gilgeous-Alexan-
der’s two assists, four points, and overall hustle.
By halftime, Oklahoma City had built a comfortable 
18-point lead, with Gilgeous-Alexander contributing 18 of 
his 30 points. Oklahoma City’s defence was stifling, forcing 
15 steals and outscoring the Blazers 28-17 off turnovers, 
52-34 in the paint, and 52-33 off the bench. Ajay Mitch-
ell added 17 points, Isaiah Joe nailed five three-pointers to 
finish with 15 points, and Chet Holmgren contributed 12 
points, 10 rebounds, and a season-high six blocks. – APP
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Islamabad: President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI), Sardar Tahir Mehmood, has 
expressed strong optimism that the 
New Year will usher in economic re-
vival, stability and sustainable growth 
for Pakistan, in line with the vision 
and reform agenda of Prime Minister.
Talking to various visiting delegations 
at the ICCI Chamber House here on 
Thursday,  Sardar Tahir Mehmood 
said that Pakistan is entering a critical 
yet promising phase, where prudent 
economic policies, continuity of re-
forms and confidence of the business 

community can steer the country to-
wards progress. He emphasized that 
strengthening industry, exports and 
investment remains vital for achieving 
long-term economic resilience.
The ICCI President also paid glowing 
tribute to Field Marshal Syed Asim 
Munir and  other  Services Chiefs, 
acknowledging their unwavering com-
mitment and strategic leadership in 
making Pakistan’s defence impregna-
ble. He stated that a strong and se-
cure Pakistan provides the foundation 
for economic growth, investor confi-
dence and national stability.
Sardar Tahir Mehmood reaffirmed 
ICCI’s commitment to continue 
playing its proactive role as a bridge 

between government and the busi-
ness community, facilitating policy 
advocacy, promoting trade and in-
vestment, and supporting initiatives 
that contribute to economic uplift. 
He added that ICCI will remain at 
the forefront of efforts aimed at em-
powering entrepreneurs, supporting 
SMEs, encouraging youth participa-
tion in business, and strengthening 
public-private partnerships, to help 
realize Pakistan’s economic potential. 
The visiting delegations appreciat-
ed ICCI’s leadership and expressed 
confidence that the Chamber would 
continue to serve as a driving force 
for economic development and busi-
ness-friendly reforms in the country.

ICCI President 
optimistic for  economic 
turnaround in new year

Briefs
PSX gains 

2,301 points 
to close 

at 176,355 
points

ISLAMABADThe bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of 
the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) on Thurs-
day closed bullish, gaining 
2,301.17 points, a positive 
change of 1.32 percent, to 
settle at 176,355.49 points 
compared to 174,054.32 
points on the previous 
trading day, according to 
PSX data During the ses-
sion, the ready market wit-
nessed a trading volume of 
1,402.650 million shares 
with a traded value of Rs 
48.424 billion, against 
957.239 million shares val-
uing Rs 44.231 billion in 
the previous session. Mar-
ket capitalization surged 
to Rs 19.968 trillion from 
Rs 19.690 trillion a day 
earlier. Out of 485 active 
companies in the ready 
market, 337 advanced, 
116 declined, while 32 
remained unchanged. 
K-Electric Limited topped 
the volume chart with 
372.705 million shares, 
followed by Pak Interna-
tional Bulk with 139.941 
million shares and Bank of 
Punjab with 55.418 million 
shares. The top gainers in-
cluded PIA Holding Com-
pany LimitedB, which rose 
by Rs 1,954.06 to close at 
Rs 21,494.64, and Pakistan 
Tobacco Company Limit-
ed, increasing by Rs 57.08 
to settle at Rs 1,598.76. 
On the losing side, Unile-
ver Pakistan Foods Limit-
ed declined by Rs 138.95 
to close at Rs 28,850.05, 
while Service Industries 
Limited fell by Rs 27.53 to 
close at Rs 1,547.47. In the 
futures market, turnover 
stood at 307.047 million 
shares with a traded value 
of Rs 12.024 billion, com-
pared to 206.329 million 
shares worth Rs 11.811 
billion in the previous ses-
sion.—APP

Qatar 
museums 

honors 
Patrons 

who have 
helped shape 

nation’s 
collections

Doha: Qatar Museums 
honored the many patrons 
whose generosity has en-
riched its collections and 
played a pivotal role in 
shaping the nation’s cul-
tural landscape.
From families sharing 
treasured heirlooms and 
artists donating unpar-
alleled works, to corpo-
rations and diplomatic 
missions contributing his-
torical documents and de-
fining artworks, these acts 
of giving reflect a shared 
commitment to placing ob-
jects of meaning into pub-
lic trust.
Together, these gifts have 
been essential to the insti-
tution’s development over 
the past 20 years and the 
preservation of Qatar’s na-
tional heritage. This year, 
Qatar Museums is mark-
ing its 20th anniversary 
with the launch of Evolu-
tion Nation, honoring the 
establishment of the Na-
tional Museum of Qatar 50 
years ago and highlighting 
the nation’s cultural mile-
stones and its aspirations 
for the future.
As Qatar Museums looks 
ahead, it continues to wel-
come those who wish to 
contribute to this shared 
cultural legacy, ensuring 
that the collections entrust-
ed to the nation today will in-
form, inspire, and belong to 
generations to come.—APP

UAE leaders 
receive 

New Year 
greetings

ABU DHABI: President 
His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an has received messages 
of congratulations from 
presidents, kings and 
princes of world countries 
on the occasion of the New 
Year 2026. His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, and His 
Highness Sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice 
President, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Chairman 
of the Presidential Court, 
received similar messages 
on the occasion.—APP

EU warns 
Yemen 

developments 
risk Gulf 
stability 

The European Union said 
on Wednesday that recent 
developments in the Yemeni 
provinces of Hadramout and 
Al Mahra threaten to bring 
new risks to ⁠the Gulf region. 
“The EU calls for de-escala-
tion and avoiding steps that 
further threaten stability of 
⁠Yemen and the region,” an 
EU spokesperson said in a 
statement.
The EU reiterates its strong 
commitment to the unity, 
sovereignty, independence 
and territorial integrity of 
⁠Yemen, as well as its sup-
port for the Presidential 
Leadership Council and the 
Government of Yemen,” the 
spokesperson added.—APP

Turkish foreign 
minister engaged 
counterparts from 

89 countries  
in 2025

ISTANBUL: Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hakan Fidan car-
ried out intensive diplomatic 
engagements in 2025, hold-
ing 241 meetings with his 
counterparts from 89 coun-
tries, according to Foreign 
Ministry figures.
In a video shared on the 
ministry’s Nsosyal account, 
Fidan’s yearlong diplomacy 
was highlighted. The Turk-
ish foreign minister made 
73 overseas visits to 50 
countries, including 22 trips 
accompanying President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan. Fidan 
also hosted 22 multilateral 
meetings and took part in 31 
such gatherings overall, 10 of 
them alongside President Er-
dogan. In addition, Türkiye 
welcomed foreign ministers 
from 96 countries as part of 
bilateral visits and multilater-
al events.—APP

Doha Named 
2026 “GCC 

Tourism 
Capital”

Doha: The committee re-
sponsible for the GCC Tour-
ism Capital has officially 
announced Doha, the capital 
of State of Qatar, as the GCC 
Tourism Capital for 2026, 
within the framework of 
strengthening joint tourism 
cooperation among GCC 
member states. This deci-
sion has been approved by 
Their Excellencies the Minis-
ters responsible for tourism 
across the Gulf Cooperation 
Council. The selection fol-
lows a comprehensive stra-
tegic bid submitted by Qatar 
Tourism, which outlined the 
State of Qatar’s long-term 
vision for tourism and show-
cased Doha’s strengths as 
a destination that balances 
cultural authenticity, urban 
innovation, sustainability and 
quality of life. The bid aligns 
closely with national prior-
ities focused on economic 
diversification and positions 
tourism as a key driver of 
sustainable growth.
Commenting on the an-
nouncement, HE Saad bin 
Ali Al Kharji, Chairman of 
Qatar Tourism and Chair of 
the Board of Directors of Vis-
it Qatar, said: “The selection 
of Doha as the GCC Tourism 
Capital for 2026 marks an 
important milestone that un-
derscores the success of our 
leadership’s strategic vision in 
establishing tourism as a cen-
tral pillar of the National De-
velopment Strategy and Qatar 
National Vision 2030.
“This recognition reflects the 
qualitative progress achieved 
in building an integrated and 
sustainable tourism ecosys-
tem that is competitive at 
both regional and global levels, 
supported by world-class infra-
structure, strong connectivity, 
and an exceptional visitor ex-
perience.”
He added: “Looking ahead 
to 2026, this title provides a 
strategic platform to further 
strengthen Gulf tourism coop-
eration, stimulate investment, 
create new economic oppor-
tunities and deliver a lasting 
legacy that reinforces Doha’s 
position as a leading regional 
tourism hub; particularly in 
business events, major festi-
vals, large-scale activations and 
family-friendly destination.” 
Doha’s selection was under-
pinned by a set of strategic 
pillars, including its advanced 
transport and mobility infra-
structure. This encompasses 
Hamad International Airport, 
internationally recognized for 
operational excellence; Qatar 
Airways’ global network con-
necting Doha to more than 
170 destinations worldwide; 
and integrated metro and tram 
systems designed to enable 
seamless visitor movement 
across the city._APP

Israel to ban 37 aid 
groups from Gaza 

JERUSALEM: Israel plans to ban 37 aid 
organizations from operating in Gaza from 
Thursday unless they hand over detailed in-
formation on their Palestinian staff, despite 
mounting criticism from the United Nations 
and the European Union.
Several NGOs have told MEDIA the new 
rules will have a major impact on food and 
medical shipments to Gaza, and humanitari-
an groups warn there is already not enough 
aid to cover the devastated territory’s needs. 
Israel’s deadline for NGOs to provide the 
details expires at midnight on Wednesday. 
“They refuse to provide lists of their Palestin-
ian employees because they know, just as we 
know, that some of them are involved in ter-
rorism or linked to Hamas,” spokesman for 
the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and Combat-
ing Antisemitism, Gilad Zwick, told MEDIA, 
naming 37 NGOs that had so far failed to 
meet the new requirements. “I highly doubt 
that what they haven’t done for 10 months, 
they will suddenly do in less than 12 hours,” 
Zwick said. “We certainly won’t accept any co-
operation that is just for show, simply to get 
an extension.” For its part, Hamas, the armed 
Palestinian group which still controls part of 
Gaza, branded the Israeli decision “criminal 

behavior” and urged the United Nations and 
broader international community to con-
demn it. Israel says the new regulation aims 
to prevent bodies it accuses of supporting 
terrorism from operating in the Palestinian 
territories. A fragile ceasefire has been in 
place in Gaza since October, following a dead-
ly war waged by Israel in response to Hamas’s 
unprecedented attack on Israeli territory on 
October 7, 2023. On Tuesday, Israel specified 
that “acts of de-legitimising Israel” or denial 
of events surrounding Hamas’s October 7 
attack would be “grounds for license with-
drawal.” Israel has singled out international 
medical charity Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF), alleging that it had two employees 
who were members of Palestinian militant 
groups Islamic Jihad and Hamas. “We con-
tinue to seek reassurances and clarity over a 
concerning request to share a staff list, which 
may be in violation of Israel’s obligations 
under international humanitarian law and 
of our humanitarian principles,” MSF said, 
urging Israel to allow it to operate. “We will 
be exploring all possible avenues to alter the 
outcomes of this decision.” Apart from MSF, 
some of the 37 NGOs to be hit with the ban 
are the Norwegian Refugee Council, World 

Vision International, CARE and Oxfam, ac-
cording to the list given by Zwick. On Wednes-
day, United Nations rights chief Volker Turk 
described Israel’s decision as “outrageous,” 
calling on states to urgently insist Israel shift 
course. “Such arbitrary suspensions make an 
already intolerable situation even worse for 
the people of Gaza,” he said. The European 
Union warned that Israel’s decision would 
block “life-saving” assistance from reaching 
Gazans. “The EU has been clear: the NGO 
registration law cannot be implemented in its 
current form,” EU humanitarian chief Hadja 
Lahbib posted on X. UN Palestinian refu-
gee agency chief Philippe Lazzarini said the 
move sets a “dangerous precedent.” “Failing 
to push back against attempts to control the 
work of aid organizations will further under-
mine the basic humanitarian principles of 
neutrality, independence, impartiality and 
humanity underpinning aid work across the 
world,” he said on X. UNRWA itself has faced 
the ire of Israeli authorities since last year, 
with Lazzarini declared persona non grata by 
Israel.
Israel had accused UNRWA of providing cov-
er for Hamas militants, claiming that some 
of the agency’s employees took part in the 

October 7, 2023 attack. A series of investiga-
tions found some “neutrality-related issues” 
at UNRWA, the agency says, but insists Israel 
had not provided evidence for its headline al-
legation. On Tuesday, the foreign ministers of 
10 countries, including France and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, had already urged Israel to 
“guarantee access” to aid in the Gaza Strip, 
where they said the humanitarian situation 
remains “catastrophic.” In a territory with 
2.2 million inhabitants, “1.3 million people 
still require urgent shelter support,” the 
ministers of Britain, Canada, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Iceland, Japan, Norway, 
Sweden and Switzerland said. While a deal 
for a ceasefire that started on October 10 
stipulated the entry of 600 trucks per day, 
only 100 to 300 are carrying humanitari-
an aid, aid groups say. COGAT, the Israeli 
defense ministry body responsible for Pal-
estinian civilian affairs, said last week that 
on average 4,200 aid trucks enter Gaza 
weekly, which corresponds to around 600 
daily. Israel’s ambassador to Belgium and 
Luxembourg, Idit Rosenzweig-Abu, said 
that 104 aid organizations had filed for 
registration according to the new guide-
lines.—Agencies 
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Hoping for better year 
ahead, Gazans bid 

farewell to ‘nightmare’
“We will bid farewell to 2025, leaving behind its 

pain, and we hope that 2026 will be a year of hope, 
prayer, determination and success stories”

GAZA CITY: As 2025 draws to a close, Palestinians in Gaza are marking the new year not 
with celebration, but with exhaustion, grief and a fragile hope that their “endless night-
mare” might finally end.For residents of the battered territory, daily life is a struggle 
for survival. Much of Gaza’s infrastructure lies in ruins, electricity remains scarce 
and hundreds of thousands of people live in makeshift tents after being repeatedly 
displaced by the two years of fighting that began with Hamas’s attack on Israel in 
October 2023. “We in the Gaza Strip are living in an endless nightmare,” said Hanaa 
Abu Amra, a displaced woman in her thirties living in Gaza City. “We hope that this 
nightmare will end in 2026 ... The least we can ask for is a normal life — to see electric-
ity restored, the streets return to normal and to walk without tents lining the roads,” 
she said. Across Gaza, a territory of more than 2 million people, scenes of hardship 
are commonplace. The outgoing year brought relentless loss and fear, said Shireen 
Al-Kayali. “We bid farewell to 2025 with deep sorrow and grief,” she said. “We lost a 
lot of people and our possessions. We lived a difficult and harsh life, displaced from 
one city to another, under bombardment and in terror.” Her experience reflects that 
of countless Gazans who have been forced to flee repeatedly, often with little warning, 
taking with them only what they could carry. Entire families have been uprooted, live-
lihoods destroyed, and communities fragmented as the war dragged on for two years.
Despite the devastation, some residents cling to the belief that the new year might 
bring an end to the fighting and a chance to rebuild. For many Gazans, hope has become 
an act of resilience, particularly after the truce that came into effect on October 10 and 
has largely halted the fighting “We still hope for a better life in the new year, and I call on 
the free world to help our oppressed people so we can regain our lives,” said Khaled Abdel 
Majid, 50, who lives in a tent in Jabalia camp. Faten Al-Hindawi hoped the truce would 
finally end the war. “We will bid farewell to 2025, leaving behind its pain, and we hope that 
2026 will be a year of hope, prayer, determination and success stories.—APP

OGDC announces 
major oil and gas 

discovery in Kohat
 
ISLAMABAD: As a New Year gift for the nation, Oil and Gas 
Development Company Limited (OGDC), the operator of 
the Nashpa Exploration Licence with a 65 percent working 
interest along with joint venture partners, on Thursday an-
nounced a major oil and gas discovery over the Datta For-
mation at its exploratory well Baragzai X-01 (Slant) located 
in Kohat district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The joint venture 
partners include Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) with 
30 percent working interest and Government Holding (Pri-
vate) Limited (GHPL) with five percent carried interest.
 The discovery is the result of OGDC’s focused exploration 
campaign in the Nashpa Block. The Baragzai X-01 (Slant) 
well was spudded on December 30, 2024, and drilled to a 
total depth of 5,170 metres into the Kingriali Formation.
Based on the interpretation of open-hole wireline log data, 
a Cased Hole Drill Stem Test (DST-02) was conducted in 
the Datta Formation. The well is currently producing 
4,100 Barrels per Day (BPD) of oil and 10.5 Million 
Standard Cubic Feet per Day (MMSCFD) of gas. The 
production was achieved through a 32/64-inch choke at 
a wellhead flowing pressure of 3,880 pounds per square 
inch (PSI), confirming the commercial potential of the 
reservoir. This discovery will make a positive contribu-
tion towards reducing the country’s energy demand and 
supply gap by adding indigenous oil and gas resources. 
It will also strengthen OGDC’s hydrocarbon reserves 
base and support Pakistan’s energy security objectives. 
OGDC reaffirmed its commitment to sustained explo-
ration activities aimed at unlocking the country’s hydro-
carbon potential and contributing to economic stability 
through reliable domestic energy supplies, as the nation 
steps into the New Year with renewed optimism.—DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal officially launches the Household Integrated Economic 
Survey (HIES) 2024-25.

128 journalists 
killed worldwide in 
2025: press group

BRUSSELS, Belgium: A total of 128 journalists were killed 
around the world in 2025, more than half of them in the 
Middle East, the International Federation of Journalists 
(IFJ) said Thursday. The grim toll, up from 2024, “is not 
just a statistic, it’s a global red alert for our colleagues,” 
IFJ general secretary Anthony Bellanger told MEDIA. The 
press group voiced particular alarm over the situation in 
the Palestinian territories, where it recorded 56 media pro-
fessionals killed in 2025 as Israel’s war with Hamas ground 
on in Gaza. “We’ve never seen anything like this: so many 
deaths in such a short time, in such a small area,” Bellanger 
said. Journalists were also killed in Yemen, Ukraine, Sudan, 
Peru, India and elsewhere. Bellanger condemned what he 
called “impunity” for those behind the attacks. “Without jus-
tice, it allows the killers of journalists to thrive,” he warned. 
Meanwhile, the IFJ said that across the globe 533 journal-
ists were currently in prison — a figure that has more than 
doubled over the past half-decade. China once again topped 
the list as the worst jailer of reporters with 143 behind 
bars, including in Hong Kong, where authorities have been 
criticized by Western nations for imposing national security 
laws quashing dissent. The IFJ’s count for the number of 
journalists killed is typically far higher than that of Reporters 
Without Borders, due to different counting methods. —APP

Mobile phone 
imports 

increases 
40.51% touches 

to $801m
ISLAMABAD: The import of 
mobile phones into the coun-
try has witnessed an increase 
of 40.51 percent during the 
first five months of the current 
fiscal year (2025-26) as com-
pared to the corresponding 
months of last year.
Pakistan imported mobile 
phones worth US $ 801.139 
million during July-November 
(2025-26) as compared to 
the imports of US $ 570.184 
million during July-November 
(2024-25), according to the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS) Meanwhile, on a year-
to-year basis, the import of 
mobile phones also rose by 
4.81 percent during the month 
of November 2025 when com-
pared to the same month of 
last year. The import of mo-
biles into the country during 
November 2025 was recorded 
at $ 156.565 million against the 
exports of $149.378 million in 
November 2024. On a month-
on-month basis, the imports of 
mobile phones witnessed an 
increase of 8.30 percent during 
November 2025—APP



Friday, January 02, 2026    |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST

Transformed US-Pak ties to 
make ‘further strides’ in 2026

“We identified IT, minerals, energy, hospitality  
and tourism and other avenues as new areas of  
mutually rewarding, beneficial engagement for  

both countries that should survive the test of time
WASHINGTON: In a New Year message, Pakistani Ambassador Rizwan Saeed Sheikh 
highlighted the “transformative” change in Pakistan-US relations in 2025, hoping that 
the ties between the two countries would be further strengthened in 2026. “I wish the 
Pakistani-Americans, the entire American nation, a happy new year 2026,” Ambassador 
Sheikh said,  adding that bilateral relations will make “further strides”. “2025 was a year 
that carried transformative tenor for Pak-US relations; We saw, witnessed and lived with 
a positive momentum in our bilateral relationship spanning over almost eight decades,” 
he said. “Not only that we continued with our cooperation in the existing domains of 
counter terrorism, health, education, etc., but we identified new areas of transforming 
our longstanding relationship into a strategic, long-term partnership entrenched in eco-
nomic ties,” Ambassador Sheikh noted. “We identified IT, minerals, energy, hospital-
ity and tourism and other avenues as new areas of mutually rewarding, beneficial 
engagement for both countries that should survive the test of time. “Our leadership 
met frequently in this year.” Pakistan and the United States, he said, need more 
people-to-people contacts and more enduring business relationships. – Agencies

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan called for legally-binding 
international instruments that ensure accountability and 
rule of law in outer space at a UN Security Council meet-
ing devoted to discussing the risks of uncontrolled Low 
Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites, highlighting issues like digital 
divides, disinformation, militarization, sovereignty threats, 
and space debris. “The unregulated expansion of commer-
cial activities in LEO is resulting in the concentration of 
orbital slots, spectrum, space situational awareness (SSA) 
capabilities, and economic benefits among a limited num-
ber of actors,” Pakistani delegate Gul Qaiser Sarwani told 
the 15-member Council meeting held under Arria-Formula 
format named after a former Venezuelan Ambassador to 
the UN, Diego Arriva. “Without corrective measures, 
developing and space-emerging countries risk long-term 
marginalization,” said Sarwani, counsellor/political co-
ordinator at the Pakistan Mission to the UN.
Arria-Formula meetings are informal that enable Security Coun-
cil members to have a frank and private exchange of views on 
relevant subjects The meeting was convened by the Russian 
Federation. In his remarks, Sarwani reaffirmed Pakistan’s stand 
that outer space, including LEO, is the province of all human-
kind, not subject to national appropriation or de facto control.  
“Technological or commercial dominance must not translate 
into exclusive access or regulatory advantage,” he said.

Pointing out that unregulated expansion of LEO’s  commer-
cial activities is resulting in the concentration of orbital slots, 
spectrum, space situational awareness (SSA) capabilities, 
and economic benefits among a limited number of actors, 
the Pakistani delegate said,  “Without corrective measures, 
developing and space-emerging countries risk long-term 
marginalization.” At the same time, he said, the rapid growth 
of mega-constellations has intensified congestion, competi-
tion for spectrum, and the risk of space debris. “If left un-
checked, this trend threatens the long-term sustainability of 
LEO and undermines equitable access for future entrants.”
Also, he added that the growing integration of commercial 
LEO systems into military and intelligence operations is 
blurring the distinction of civilian–military uses,  raising 
the risks of misperception, escalation, and unintended 
conflict, particularly during times of crises. Referring to 
expanding role of private actors, the Pakistani delegate 
said that under international law, States remain responsi-
ble for national activities in outer space, including those 
conducted by non-governmental entities. “These LEO-re-
lated risks cannot be viewed in isolation from the wider 
outer space security environment, including: the arms 
race in outer space; development of ASAT capabilities; 
and integration of space assets into nuclear, cyber, and 
conventional military strategies,” he said. – Agencies

At UN Pakistan warns against 
risks from uncontrolled satellite

Briefs
Taiwan vows 

to defend 
sovereignty  
after China’s 
military drill

TAIPEI: Taiwan President 
Lai Ching-te said on Thurs-
day the island is determined 
to defend its sovereignty 
and boost its defence in the 
face of China’s increasing 
expansion, after Beijing 
fired rockets towards the 
island as part of military 
drills. The international 
community is watching to 
see whether the Taiwanese 
people possess the resolve 
to defend themselves, Lai 
said in a New Year’s speech 
broadcast live from the presi-
dential office in Taipei.
“As president, my stance 
has always been clear: to 
resolutely defend national 
sovereignty and strengthen 
national defence,” Lai said, 
noting China had targeted 
Taiwan’s newly added com-
bat capabilities as a “hypo-
thetical adversary” in their 
drills this week. He said 
that demonstrated the need 
for increasing defence pro-
curement, urging opposition 
parties to support his plan 
to boost Taiwan’s defence 
spending by $40 billion, a 
proposal currently stuck 
alongside other issues in a 
political deadlock in the oppo-
sition-controlled parliament.
“Whether China can 
achieve its goals on sched-
ule is one thing,” Lai said 
when asked about a US re-
port saying China was pre-
paring to have the capabili-
ty to win a fight for Taiwan 
by 2027. “The coming year, 
2026, will be a crucial one 
for Taiwan,” he said, adding 
Taiwan must “make plans 
for the worst, but hope for 
the best.” – Agencies

Ethanol 
blending 

policy 
discussed 

DNA
Islamabad: Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar (@MIshaq-
Dar50) chaired a meeting to 
review a proposal for blend-
ing ethanol with locally pro-
duced petrol by refineries.
The Chairman of the Oil and 
Gas Regulatory Authority 
(OGRA) presented the pro-
posal, outlining potential ben-
efits and challenges. After 
detailed deliberations, the 
committee recommended 
that ethanol blending should 
remain voluntary, given that 
current ethanol prices are 
higher than petrol prices. 
The policy would therefore 
be subject to financial via-
bility for both refineries and 
ethanol manufacturers.
To ensure transparency and 
economic feasibility, OGRA 
was directed to conduct 
quarterly reviews compar-
ing the financial outcomes 
of ethanol exports versus lo-
cal blending. These findings 
will be submitted through 
the Petroleum Division for 
consideration by the Prime 
Minister’s Office.
The meeting was attended 
by Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister Mr. Tariq 
Bajwa, the Secretaries 
of Petroleum and Indus-
tries & Production, the 
Chairman of OGRA, and 
representatives from the 
Pakistan Ethanol Manufac-
turers Association and the 
Pakistan Automotive Man-
ufacturers Association.

Fire ravages 
Amsterdam 

church
News Desk

THE HAGUE: The Hague: 
A huge inferno gutted a 
19th century Amsterdam 
church Thursday, as the 
Netherlands endured an un-
settled New Year’s Eve with 
two dead from fireworks 
and “unprecedented” vio-
lence against police.
The blaze broke out in the 
early hours at the Von-
delkerk, a tourist attraction 
that has overlooked one of 
the city’s top parks since 
1872. The 50-meter-high 
(164-foot) tower collapsed 
and the roof was badly dam-
aged but the structure was 
expected to remain intact, 
Amsterdam authorities said. 
The cause of the blaze was 
not immediately clear.
The head of the Dutch Po-
lice Union, Nine Kooiman, 
reported an “unprecedent-
ed amount of violence 
against police and emer-
gency services” over New 
Year’s Eve. She said she 
herself had been pelted 
three times by fireworks 
and other explosives as 
she worked a shift in Am-
sterdam. Shortly after mid-
night, authorities released 
a rare country-wide alert on 
mobile phones warning peo-
ple not to call overwhelmed 
emergency services unless 
lives were at risk.
Reports of attacks against 
police and firefighters 
were widespread across the 
country. In the southern 
city of Breda, people threw 
petrol bombs at police.
Two people, a 17-year-old 
boy and a 38-year-old man, 
were killed in fireworks 
accidents. Three others 
were seriously injured. 
The eye hospital in Rotter-
dam said it had treated 14 
patients, including 10 mi-
nors, for eye injuries. Two 
received surgery.

Near record 
number of 
small boat 

migrants reach 
UK in 2025

dna
LONDON: The sec-
ond-highest annual number 
of migrants arrived on UK 
shores in small boats since 
records were started in 
2018, the government was 
to confirm Thursday.
The tally comes as Brexit fire-
brand Nigel Farage’s anti-im-
migration party Reform UK 
surges in popularity ahead of 
bellwether local elections in 
May. With Labour Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer increasing-
ly under pressure over the 
thorny issue, his interior min-
ister Shabana Mahmood has 
proposed a drastic reduction 
in protections for refugees 
and the ending of automatic 
benefits for asylum seekers.
Home Office data as of midday 
on Wednesday showed a total 
of 41,472 migrants landed on 
England’s southern coast in 
2025 after making the perilous 
Channel crossing from north-
ern France. The record of 
45,774 arrivals was recorded 
in 2022 under the last Con-
servative government.
The Home Office is due to 
confirm the final figure for 
2025 later Thursday. For-
mer Tory prime minister 
Rishi Sunak vowed to “stop 
the boats” when he was in 
power. Ousted by Starmer 
in July 2024, he later said he 
regretted the slogan because 
it was too “stark” and “bi-
nary” and lacked sufficient 
context “for exactly how 
challenging” the goal was.

Leftist Mamdani takes 
over as New York mayor 
The Republican, himself a 

New Yorker, has repeatedly 
criticized Mamdani,  but 
the pair held surprisingly 
cordial talks at the White 

House in November
New York: Zohran Mamdani, the young upstart of the US 
left, was sworn in Thursday to take over as New York may-
or for a term sure to see him cross swords with President 
Donald Trump. After the clocks struck midnight, bringing 
in 2026, Mamdani took his oath of office at an abandoned 
subway stop to begin managing the United States’ largest 
city. He is New York’s first Muslim mayor.
His office said the understated venue beneath City Hall 
reflected his commitment to working people, after the 

34-year-old Democrat campaigned on promises to address 
the soaring cost of living. 
“This is truly the honor and the privilege of a lifetime,” 
Mamdani told reporters after taking his oath. 
But it remains to be seen if Mamdani -- virtually unknown 
a year ago -- can deliver on his ambitious agenda, which 
envisions rent freezes, universal childcare and free public 
buses. Once an election is over, “symbolism only goes so 
far with voters. Results begin to matter a whole lot more,” 
New York University lecturer John Kane said.
How Trump behaves could be a decisive factor. 
The Republican, himself a New Yorker, has repeatedly crit-
icized Mamdani, but the pair held surprisingly cordial talks 
at the White House in November.
Lincoln Mitchell, a political analyst and professor at Colum-
bia University, said the meeting “couldn’t have gone better 
from Mamdani’s perspective.” But he warned their rela-
tionship could quickly sour.  One flashpoint might be immi-
gration raids as Trump wages an expanding crackdown on 
migrants across the United States. Mamdani has vowed to 
protect immigrant communities. – Agencies
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Indonesian President reaffirms  
Yemen’s territorial integrity

DNA

JAKARTA: Indonesia has called for respect for Yemen’s 
territorial integrity and commended efforts to maintain 
stability in the region, a day after Saudi Arabia bombed a 
weapons shipment from the UAE at a Yemeni port city that 
Riyadh said was intended for separatist forces. 
Saudi Arabia carried out a “limited airstrike” at Yemen’s 
port city of Al-Mukalla in the southern province of Had-
ramout on Tuesday, following the arrival of an Emirati 
shipment that came amid heightened tensions linked 
to advances by the UAE-backed Southern Transitional 
Council in the war-torn country.  In a statement issued 
late on Wednesday, the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said it “appreciates further efforts by concerned 
parties to maintain stability and security,” particularly 
in the provinces of Hadramout and Al-Mahara. 
“Indonesia reaffirms the importance of peaceful settle-
ment through an inclusive and comprehensive political di-
alogue under the coordination of the United Nations and 
respecting Yemen’s legitimate government and territorial 

integrity,” Indonesia’s foreign affairs ministry said. 
The latest statement comes after Jakarta said last week 
that it “appreciates the efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, as well as other relevant countries, working to-
gether with Yemeni stakeholders to de-escalate tensions 
and restore stability.”  Saudi Arabia leads the Coalition 
to Restore Legitimacy in Yemen, which includes the 
UAE and was established in 2015 to combat the Houthi 
rebels, who control most of northern Yemen. 
Riyadh has been calling on the STC, which initially support-
ed Yemen’s internationally recognized government against 
the Houthi rebels, to withdraw after it launched an offensive 
against the Saudi-backed government troops last month, 
seeking an independent state in the south.   Indonesia has 
also urged for “all parties to exercise restraint and avoid uni-
lateral action that could impact security conditions,” and has 
previously said that the rising tensions in Yemen could “fur-
ther deteriorate the security situation and exacerbate the 
suffering” of the Yemeni people. Indonesia, the world’s 
biggest Muslim-majority country, maintains close ties 
with both Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which are its main 
trade and investment partners in the Middle East.

Afghan border 
closure bring down 
violence in Pakistan

Balochistan also had an upward 
trend, with fatalities increasing from 

787 to 956; an additional 169 
deaths, which are nearly 22pc higher 

than the previous year’s figures

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has recorded a significant drop 
in cross-border terrorist attacks and violence-linked 
fatalities after it closed down the border to Afghan-
istan on October 11. Terrorist attacks went down by 
almost 17 per cent in December, preceded by 9pc de-
cline in November. Terrorist violence-linked fatalities 
among civilians and security officials also fell in the 
last quarter of 2025, by nearly 4pc and 19pc each in 
November and December, shows data collected by the 
Centre for Research and Security Studies (CRSS) as 
part of its annual security report 2025.
With an almost 34pc surge in overall violence, the 
year 2025 went by as the most violent year for Paki-
stan in a decade, says the report. The country has 
suffered a sustained escalation in violence for five 
consecutive years since 2021, coinciding with the 
Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan; with al-
most 38pc in 2021, over 15pc in 2022, 56pc in 2023, 
nearly 67pc in 2024, and 34pc in 2025.
The comparative data for 2024 and 2025 reveals a sharp es-
calation in terrorism and counter-terrorism linked violence 
nationwide, with fatalities rising from 2555 in 2024 to 3417 
in 2025, marking an increase of 862 deaths, or a roughly 
34pc year-on-year surge in violence.
The most significant surge in violence was recorded in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where the fatalities rose from 
1620 in 2024 to 2331 in 2025, an absolute increase of 
711 deaths, accounting for over 82pc of the net nation-
al rise and marking almost a 44pc year-on-year surge 
in violence in the province. Balochistan also had an 
upward trend, with fatalities increasing from 787 to 
956; an additional 169 deaths, which are nearly 22pc 
higher than the previous year’s figures.
Regional impact of violence: Violence remained heav-
ily concentrated in the country’s northwestern KP and 
southwestern Balochistan provinces, with both account-
ing for over 96pc of all fatalities and almost 93pc of vio-
lent incidents recorded during the entire 2025.

Bulgaria adopts the euro
Successive governments in the country of 6.4 million people 
have advocated joining the euro, hoping that it will boost the 
economy of the European Union’s poorest member, reinforce 

ties to the West and protect against Russia’s influence 
Sofia: Bulgaria became the 21st country to switch to the euro as it entered the New 
Year on Thursday, a milestone met with both cheers and fears, nearly 20 years after the 
Balkan nation joined the European Union. At midnight (2200 GMT Wednesday), Bulgaria 
gave up the lev currency, which has been in use since the late 19th century, and Bulgarian 
euro coins were projected onto the central bank's building. Successive governments in 
the country of 6.4 million people have advocated joining the euro, hoping that it will boost 
the economy of the European Union's poorest member, reinforce ties to the West and 
protect against Russia's influence.  But Bulgarians have long been divided over the switch, 
with many worrying the introduction could usher in higher prices and add to the political 
instability rattling the country. In a speech broadcast shortly before midnight, President 
Rumen Radev hailed the euro adoption as the "final step" in Bulgaria's EU integration, as 
thousands of people braved sub-zero temperatures in the capital Sofia to celebrate the 
New Year. Radev however voiced regret that Bulgarians had not been consulted by ref-
erendum on the adoption. "This refusal was one of the dramatic symptoms of the deep di-
vide between the political class and the people, confirmed by mass demonstrations across 
the country." Anti-corruption protests swept a conservative-led government from office in 
mid-December, leaving a country anxious about inflation on the verge of its eighth election 
in five years. "People are afraid that prices will rise, while salaries will remain the same," a 
woman in her 40s who declined to give her name told AFP in Sofia. – Agencies


