
Riyadh will not
permit attack on Iran 
from Saudi territory

Centreline Report

RIYADH: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman told Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian during a call on Tuesday that Ri-
yadh would not allow attacks on Iran to be 
launched from its soil. MBS “affirmed during 
the call the kingdom’s position on respect-
ing the sovereignty of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, and that the Kingdom will not allow 
its airspace or its territory to be used for any 
military actions against” Iran, Saudi Arabia’s 
foreign ministry said in a statement.
The Saudi crown prince also affirmed Ri-
yadh’s support for any efforts aimed at re-
solving disputes through dialogue. During 
the telephonic conversation, the Iranian 
president told the Saudi crown prince that 
US threats against Tehran would only result 
in instability. “The threats and psychologi-
cal operations of the Americans are aimed 
at disrupting the security of the region and 
will achieve nothing other than instability 
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ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Australia, H.E Mr Timothy Kane 
called on Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf 

at Naval Headquarters. – DNA

In phone call with Iranian president, 
MBS affirms Saudi Arabia’s position 
on respecting Tehran’s sovereignty

Crown Prince MBS says

Briefs Pakistan orders strict 
screening of travellers to 
stop Nipah virus spread
Authorities across 
Singapore, Hong 

Kong, Thailand, and 
Malaysia taking 

urgent steps to stop 
virus from spreading

Faisal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has issued strict 
health screening measures at all entry 
points after two cases of the deadly 
Nipah virus were confirmed in India’s 
West Bengal. Nipah is classified as a pri-
ority pathogen by the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) because of its ability 
to spark fast moving outbreaks, its fatal-
ity rate of 40% to 70%, and the fact that 
there is no approved vaccine or cure.
In its health advisory, the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services, Regulations & Co-
ordination has mandated that no individual 
will be allowed entry into the country with-
out clearance from Border Health Servic-
es – Pakistan. The ministry stated that the 
decision comes “in view of the recent re-

gional alert regarding Nipah Virus (NiV), 
as reported through international and 
regional public health surveillance mecha-
nisms, including the WHO South-East Asia 
Region Epidemiological Bulletin (January 
2026), which has reported suspected cas-
es of Nipah virus infection in West Bengal, 
India, and considering the high case fatal-
ity rate, zoonotic nature, and potential for 
human-to-human transmission.”
To prevent cross-border transmission and 
ensure early detection, the health min-
istry has ordered enhanced surveillance 
at all points of entry (POEs), including 
international airports, seaports, and land 
crossings.  “No individual is allowed entry 
into Pakistan without health clearance by 
Border Health Services–Pakistan,” the 
advisory said. The instructions call for 
100% screening of all passengers, transit 
travellers, crew members, drivers, help-
ers, and support staff. Mandatory verifi-
cation of country of origin and complete 
travel history for the past 21 days will be 
conducted for all travellers, regardless of 
nationality.  Special attention will be given 
to individuals arriving from or transiting 
through Nipah-affected or high-risk areas, 
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Non-bailable arrest 
warrant for Afridi 
in cybercrime case

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: An Islamabad 
district and sessions court on 
Wednesday issued a non-baila-
ble arrest warrant for Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Minis-
ter (CM) Sohail Afridi over his 
repeated failure to appear in a 
case involving alleged mislead-
ing statements against state 
institutions. Senior Civil Judge 
Abbas Shah issued the warrant 
after Afridi did not attend the 
hearing despite being summoned by the court. Taking no-
tice of his continuous non-appearance, the court ordered his 
arrest and production before the court. The court adjourned 
further proceedings in the case until February 10.
The National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NCCIA) 
had registered a case against the KP chief minister under the 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca), accusing him of 
making statements that allegedly harmed the reputation of 
state institutions. In addition to the cybercrime case, CM 
Afridi is facing proceedings in an anti-terrorism court over 
his alleged role in the November 26 protest in Islamabad.
KP chief minister is also facing a case before the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) over an alleged violation of 
the code of conduct during a recent by-election for a National 
Assembly seat in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. A day earlier, the Pe-
shawar High Court (PHC) restrained the ECP from taking any 
action or issuing a final order against the CM Afridi in a case 
related to a notice served over alleged threats to government 
officials during the Haripur by-election. A two-member bench 
comprising Justice Syed Arshad Ali and Justice Faheem Wali 

Continued on Page 06

PTI concerned 
at Imran Khan 
health reports

Fiaz Ch.
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
Barrister Gohar Khan on Wednesday voiced “grave 
concern” following reports that party founder Imran 
Khan was taken to a hospital in Islamabad recently.
“A report has emerged that the PTI founder was 
brought to the hospital and then returned to jail. 
This news has caused severe worry for both the par-
ty and the family,” he said while addressing a press 
conference alongside PTI leaders in Islamabad.
The PTI chief said that the party and family 
members have not been informed about the 
nature of Khan’s illness, demanding a meeting 
with the founder be arranged immediately. “If 
not today, then at least tomorrow, a meeting 
should be allowed,” he added.
Earlier today, local media reported that Khan was ad-
mitted to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences 
on Saturday under tight security for a medical proce-
dure. Citing a hospital doctor, the report stated the 
former prime minister underwent a procedure for an 
eye ailment, and was returned to Adiala jail the next 
day. The PTI on Tuesday had cited “credible media 
reports” that Khan had been diagnosed with Central 
Retinal Vein Occlusion (CRVO) in his right eye, re-
sulting in a blockage in the retinal vein.

Senior civil judge orders law enforcement authorities 
to ensure KP chief minister production before court

ECC approves 
key economic 

measures
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Econom-
ic Coordination Committee 
(ECC) of the Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved the 
disposal of 500,000 metric 
tons of PASSCO wheat stock 
through competitive bidding, 
with the objective of manag-
ing surplus stocks, reducing 
carrying and storage costs, 
and ensuring price stability 
in the domestic wheat mar-
ket while safeguarding food 
security considerations.
The ECC met under the 
chairmanship of Federal 
Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb to consider 
a range of important eco-
nomic, fiscal and sectoral 
matters aimed at ensuring 
macroeconomic stability, 
protecting consumers, 
strengthening social ser-
vices and addressing oper-
ational requirements of key 
public sector entities.
The meeting was attended 
by Minister for National 
Food Security and Research 
Rana Tanveer Hussain, Min-
ister for Investment Qaiser 
Ahmed Sheikh, along with 
federal secretaries and sen-
ior officials from the con-
cerned ministries, divisions 
and regulatory bodies, said 
a press release. During the 
meeting, the ECC approved 
the disposal of 500,000 
metric tons of PASSCO 

Continued on Page 06

Man killed 
in IED blast 

in Bajaur
DNA

BAJAUR: A man was killed 
in a blast caused by an im-
provised explosive device 
(IED) in War Mamund te-
hsil of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa’s Bajaur district on 
Wednesday, according to 
police. Police and local res-
idents said the explosion 
occurred near Zaga Deri 
Sewi bazaar, leaving a man 
seriously injured.
Deputy Superintendent of 
Police (DSP) Niaz Muham-
mad told Dawn that the vic-
tim, identified as 47-year-old 
Najibullah, died while being 
transported to the Khar 
District Headquarters Hos-
pital for treatment.
He said the IED was plant-
ed by unidentified miscre-
ants. The DSP added that 
a team of police personnel 
from the War Mamund 
police station, led by Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) 
Aslam Khan, had rushed 
to the spot and launched 
a search operation for the 
terrorists involved in the 
incident. He further said an 
investigation was underway 
to determine the cause of 
the blast and identify those 
were responsible for it.

Continued on Page 06

Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on Wednes-
day sought replies from the federal government and 
other authorities on a petition seeking a ban on the 
use of social media by children under the age of 16. 
LHC Chief Justice Aalia Neelum heard the petition 
filed by Aliya Saleem and others through Advocate 
Shiza Qureshi on Tuesday.
Justice Neelum observed that it was an important mat-
ter and a policy issue that should be addressed by the 
government. The counsel for the petitioner contended 
that social media was causing serious harm to the men-
tal, moral and educational development of children.
The petitioner’s counsel stated that developed coun-
tries were also considering restrictions on social me-
dia use by underage children. The lawyer informed 
the court that Australia imposed a ban on children’s 

use of social media in December 2025, while France, 
Norway, Malaysia and New Zealand were in the pro-
cess of legislating on the matter.
Qureshi asked the court to order a ban on social media use 
for children under 16 years of age.
Justice Neelum directed a law of f icer to seek in-
structions from the government and submit a re-
port by February 16.
Earlier this month, senators Falak Naz, Fawzia Ar-
shad, Aimal Wali Khan, Saadia Abbasi and Dilawar 
Khan called for keeping tabs on the use of social me-
dia platforms by children under the age of 18. Pre-
siding over the sitting, Senator Sherry Rehman said 
some checks were needed and suggested forming a 
special committee to develop safeguards in consul-
tation with relevant ministries. In September, the 
LHC issued notices to the federal government and 
other respondents on a petition seeking a ban on 
the use of Facebook and TikTok by children.

Ban on use of social media 
by children under age of 18

Earlier this month, senators Falak Naz, Fawzia 
Arshad, Aimal Wali Khan, Saadia Abbasi and Dilawar 

Khan called for keeping tabs on the use of social 
media platforms by children under the age of 18

PTI in trouble

Iran closes 
its airspace

News Desk

TEHRAN: Iran has issued a Notice 
to Airmen (Notam) announcing live-
fire military activity in airspace near 
the Strait of Hormuz, hours after US 
military assets arrived in the Middle 
East, reflecting heightened tensions 
in the region. The aviation warning, 
published on Tuesday, said Iranian 
forces will carry out live-fire exer-
cises from 27 to 29 January within a 
five-nautical-mile radius around the 
strait.  The notice said that the air-
space in the designated area — from 
ground level up to 25,000 feet — will 
be restricted and considered hazard-
ous for the duration of the activity. 

Continued on Page 06

Net metering 
credit issue 

resolved
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Power Division 
Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari 
has taken notice of com-
plaints regarding non-cred-
iting of net metering users’ 
units under Power Planning 
and Monitoring Compa-
ny (PPMC) instructions. 
Following the minister’s 
directives, PPMC promptly 
reviewed the instructions 
sent to all power distribu-
tion companies (DISCOs) 
regarding the credit of units 
of net metering consumers. 
The issue of crediting units 
is resolved after issuance of 
revised directives, read a 
statement issued by the Pov-
er Division. As per details, 
some net metering consum-
ers have installed systems 
exceeding the approved ca-
pacity under their license. .

Trump says 
time running 
out for Iran

News Desk

PARIS: President Don-
ald Trump on Wednesday 
warned Iran that time was 
running out for the Islamic 
republic to prevent Amer-
ican military intervention 
as Tehran rejected holding 
negotiations against a back-
drop of threats. Trump has 
never ruled out a new attack 
on Iran in the wake of its 
deadly crackdown on pro-
tests this month, to follow 
the 12-day June war between 
the Islamic republic and Is-
rael which the US backed 
and joined. A US naval strike 
group that Trump described 
as an “armada” led by air-
craft carrier the USS Abra-
ham Lincoln is now lurking 
in Middle East waters. 
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KARACHI: The School Education and 
Literacy Department of Sindh will in-
troduce a multilingual education pol-
icy to teach language as a subject in 
Sindh for nurturing the fundamental 
language skills of the children .
The British Council will provide 
technical assistance for the initiative 
aimed at enabling students, speaking 
different languages, to effectively ac-
quire basic reading and writing skills 
of their mother tongue along with 
speaking proficiency. The decisions, 
according to a statement issued on 
Tuesday, were taken in a meeting of 
a  British Council delegation with the 
Sindh Education Minister Syed Sardar 
Ali Shah. The delegation led by Hel-
en Sylvester, Regional Director of the 
British Council South Asia included 
James Hampson, Country Director 
of the British Council Pakistan and 
Manager EaSTE-II Program Muham-
mad Umar while Secretary School 
Education Zahid Ali Abbasi and oth-
er officers were present. During the 

meeting, detailed discussions were 
held on the improvement of educa-
tion in Sindh, professional training of 
teachers and measures to make teach-
ing standards more effective. Sindh 
Education Minister Syed Sardar Ali 
Shah, said that the Multilingual Edu-
cation Policy will assist in developing 
a standard and uniform methodology 
for teaching language as a subject. 
Underscoring importance of profes-
sional qualifications and training in 
effective teaching of language as a 
subject, Sardar Shah said that Sindh 
has a curriculum in English, Urdu and 
Sindhi and the Multilingual Policy will 
help determining the methodology for 
effective grooming of four fundamen-
tal skills- Speaking, Listening, Read-
ing and Writing- of the students so 
that they could learn, understand and 
express themselves better. Reviewing 
the second phase of the English as a 
Subject for Teachers and Educators 
(EaSTE-II) program, the meeting was 
informed that work is underway on 

the training module after the official 
launch of the program that will train 
one thousand mentors and 30000 
teachers. The Education Minister 
termed professional development of 
newly recruited teachers as an impor-
tant goal and said this training mod-
ule will prove to be an important mile-
stone in improving the teaching skills 
of the English language. The meeting 
also discussed Sindh’s cluster policy. 
It was informed that 1794 clusters 
have been established in the province 
which will be run through a multi-lay-
er leadership model, while all cluster 
heads will be provided with education 
leadership and management train-
ing. Discussing expansion of scope 
of Early Childhood Education and 
Foundational Learning, the British 
delegation said that aspects of Early 
Childhood Education and Foundation-
al Learning will also be included in 
the teacher training module, which 
will help in improving the initial edu-
cational skills of the students.  – APP

Sindh to introduce multilingual 
education policy 

KP to increase energy 
generation capacity to 

1000MW: Secretary

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan Dr. Oumer Oba hosted  Malick Ceesay, Head of 
the UNAMA Liaison Office, at the Ethiopian embassy Islamabad. DNA

PESHAWAR: The provincial govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
completed 10 hydropower projects of 
224megawatt capacity and earning a 
Rs. 13 billion income per annum for 
the province while in the completion 
of 7 more projects the capacity of the 
economical energy will surge to 1000 
MW and expected to generate Rs.55 
billion per annum.
Moreover, working is also underway 
on three flagship energy projects in 
Swat district, which will start generat-
ing 387 MW of electricity in the next 
two years.
This was stated by Secretary Energy 
& Power Nisar Ahmad while presiding 
over a meeting here on Wednesday. 
The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Secretary Energy Anwar Khan 
Sherani, Chief Executive Engineer 
Anwarul Haq, Senior Chief Planning 
Officer Syed Zahar Shah and other 
senior officials.
 The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development 
Organization (PEDO) Engineer An-
warul Haq briefed the participants 
of the meeting regarding the energy 

projects initiated by the organization.
The Secretary Energy & Power said 
that construction work has been accel-
erated on laying a 40-kilometer trans-
mission line on the Swat corridor, 
which will be completed next year. 
With the completion of the transmis-
sion line the economic energy pro-
duced by the hydropower projects 
will be sold to the industrial sector 
of the province. Engineer Anwarul 
Haq in his briefing told the meeting 
that three major 63 MW hydropow-
er projects including 40.8MW Koto 
Dir, 11.8 MW Karora (Shangla) and 
10.2 MW Jabori Mansehra have been 
completed successfully last year, af-
ter which the total generation capac-
ity of cheap electricity of PEDO has 
increased to 224 MW.
Similarly, work is underway on 7 
projects including 300 MW Balakot 
Mansehra, 215 MW Madin Swat, 88 
MW Gabral Kalam, 84 MW Matiltan 
Swat, 69 MW Lawi Chitral, 13.5 MW 
Chapri Charkhel Kuram and 6.9 MW 
Mujahideen Power Project Torghar.
The Secretary Energy & Power 
termed the upcoming 40 km long 

132/220 KV transmission line pro-
ject from Matiltan to Madayin pro-
ject as extremely important. He 
stressed on completing it within the 
time frame of this year and issued 
instructions to the concerned pro-
ject director to further expedite the 
work on the province’s largest pro-
ject, 300 MW Balakot.
Moreover, the Secretary Nisar Ah-
mad, while issuing instructions to 
the PEDO authorities, said that the 
ongoing energy projects should be 
included in the national grid after 
completion. If they are not included 
in the national grid, distribution li-
censes should be obtained immedi-
ately under the direct supply model 
for selling electricity to the industri-
al sector at cheap rates.
He strictly warned the project di-
rectors that they should review the 
Gap Analysis of the projects and 
remove all obstacles including op-
erational gaps, completion of TORs, 
time-bounding and complete the pro-
jects within the stipulated timeline, 
otherwise any delay would be intol-
erable.—APP

Over 21,000 kites, 
strings seized in  

month-long crackdown
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) 
Police have confiscated 
more than 21,000 kites 
and kite strings and ar-
rested 54 kite sellers and 
flyers during an intensi-
fied crackdown against 
the illegal activity across 
the federal capital in the 
ongoing month.
A police spokesperson told 
APP on Wednesday that 
various police teams car-
ried out indiscriminate op-
erations in different areas, 
resulting in the recovery of 
over 11,000 kites and more 
than 10,000 kite strings 

from the possession of 
the arrested accused. Cas-
es have been registered 
against the suspects at rel-
evant police stations, while 
further investigation is un-
der way SSP Operations Is-
lamabad Qazi Ali Raza said 
that kite flying and selling 
is a dangerous and unlawful 
practice that poses serious 
threats to human life, par-
ticularly to children, motor-
cyclists and pedestrians. 
He urged parents to edu-
cate their children about 
the hazards of kite flying 
and the legal consequenc-
es involved. He added that 

awareness announcements 
regarding the dangers of 
kite selling and preventive 
measures are also being 
made in mosques within 
police station jurisdictions 
across the district to dis-
courage the practice. The 
SSP Qazi emphasized that 
kite flying can result in se-
vere injuries, lifelong disa-
bility and even death, and 
warned that no leniency 
would be shown to those 
involved in this deadly ac-
tivity. He said the crack-
down against kite sellers 
and flyers would contin-
ue with full force.– APP

Green Pak initiative, 
mod tech to cultivate 
barren land reviewed

QUETTA: Balochistan 
Chief Secretary Shakeel 
Qadir Khan presided over a 
high-level review of the Green 
Pakistan Initiative (GPI) on 
Tuesday, describing the pro-
gram as a cornerstone for the 
province’s agricultural revolu-
tion and environmental resil-
ience.  The meeting focused 
on transitioning from tradi-
tional farming to a technolo-
gy-driven, corporate model de-
signed to transform thousands 
of acres of barren land into 
productive assets. Addressing 
the meeting, the Chief Secre-
tary said the Green Pakistan 
Initiative is a vital national and 
provincial program aimed at 
boosting agricultural devel-
opment and ensuring envi-

ronmental sustainability.  He 
emphasized that the initiative 
focuses on bringing barren 
land under cultivation through 
the use of modern technology 
and corporate farming practic-
es. Shakeel Qadir Khan noted 
that the program is expect-
ed to significantly increase 
agricultural output, improve 
efficient use of water resourc-
es, and bring transformative 
changes to the lives of local 
farmers.  In addition to agri-
culture, the GPI also includes 
components such as dairy de-
velopment, aquaculture, the 
blue economy, and tourism, all 
of which are expected to have 
wide-ranging positive impacts 
on the people of Balochistan.
The Chief Secretary further 

said that the initiative places 
strong emphasis on environ-
mental protection by pro-
moting effective utilization of 
water and natural resources, 
while laying the foundation for 
a sustainable, long-term green 
economy Under the Green 
Pakistan Initiative, Green Agri 
Malls and Smart Agri Farms 
have been established to pro-
vide farmers with access to 
modern agricultural facilities, 
including quality seeds, fer-
tilizers, and agricultural ma-
chinery. During the briefing, 
participants were informed 
that the core objective of the 
program is to enhance agricul-
tural production by addressing 
shortages of key crops such as 
wheat, pulses.—APP

CM KP okays 
Peshawar 

revitalization plan
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Sohail Afridi  accorded 
in-principle approval to the Peshawar revitalization plan aimed at restoring the city’s past 
glory and transforming it into a modern, beautiful and well-facilitated provincial capital. 
Chairing a meeting here at the Chief Minister’s House, he directed the relevant author-
ities to thoroughly review all proposed projects and proceed with those found fully via-
ble He stressed the timely completion of feasibility studies, PC-I documents and other 
technical and administrative requirements to avoid delays in the implementation of the 
plan. During the meeting, a detailed review of the projects included in the revitalization 
plan was conducted and future strategies were discussed. The CM emphasized that a 
clear and effective implementation strategy must be adopted to bring visible improve-
ment to the overall condition of Peshawar. He expressed confidence that effective ex-
ecution of the plan would bring a noticeable transformation in the city’s outlook with-
in the next one to two years. The meeting was briefed that the Peshawar revitalization 
plan comprises dozens of development projects worth billions of rupees under various 
departments, including the Peshawar Development Authority, Public Health Engineer-
ing, Local Council Board, Irrigation Department, Communication and Works Depart-
ment, and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Highways Authority. Some of these projects are al-
ready part of the Annual Development Programme and are currently in progress.– APP

Polio 
campaign 

shows major 
gains in Kohat 
PESHAWAR: District author-
ities in Kohat have reported 
significant improvements in 
the ongoing polio eradica-
tion campaign, reducing the 
number of poorly performing 
union councils (UCs) from 
26 to just 5, while missed 
child cases have also declined 
markedly. This progress was 
showed during a meeting 
chaired by the Deputy Com-
missioner Kohat Muhammad 
Nawaz Wazir on Wednesday 
to assess preparations for the 
upcoming polio vaccination 
campaign scheduled from 
February 2 to 7. Officials high-
lighted improved field super-
vision, expanded vaccination 
coverage and timely data 
reporting as key factors be-
hind the gains. According to 
district health officials, overall 
performance has improved in 
33 percent of Kohat’s union 
councils, reflecting strong-
er coordination among field 
teams and enhanced moni-
toring mechanisms. Earlier, 
the upcoming polio drive 
was formally launched by the 
Deputy Commissioner along 
with DPO , who administered 
polio drops to children at 
inaugural ceremony Secu-
rity arrangements. – APP

Crime rate in Quetta drops 
by 70% in two months: CM 

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief 
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti 
has announced a sharp de-
cline in crime in Quetta, say-
ing that the city has witnessed 
a 70 percent reduction over 
the past two months due to 
effective government poli-
cies and the tireless efforts 

of law enforcement agen-
cies. In a statement shared 
on social media platform X, 
Sarfraz Bugti described the 
reduction as clear evidence 
that the provincial govern-
ment’s strategy is moving 
in the right direction. The 
Chief Minister emphasized 

that modern technology is 
being actively utilized to 
safeguard citizens’ lives and 
property. He revealed that 
under the Quetta Safe City  
Project, 97 percent of sur-
veillance cameras have been 
restored and made fully oper-
ational, strengthening. – APP
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Mushaal 
vows to 

protect legal 
rights of 

Yasin Malik
ISLAMABAD: Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick, wife of 
Hurriyat leader Yasin Ma-
lik, has expressed deter-
mination to protect her 
husband’s legal rights, 
questioning the transparen-
cy of his case amidst repeat-
ed adjournments. She in a 
statement issued here, sent 
a strong message following 
the latest hearing of her 
husband’s case in the Del-
hi High Court, reaffirming 
his resolve and expressing 
hope for justice from the 
international community. 
The Delhi High Court heard 
the case of Yasin Malik on 
Wednesday, during which 
he appeared via video link. 
She said that Malik raised 
concerns before the court 
over the repeated adjourn-
ments of case, questioning 
the transparency of the legal 
proceedings. Mushaal Mul-
lick said that Yasin Malik told 
the court he remains firmly 
determined to protect his 
legal rights. The hearing was 
limited to arguments only, 
and no final decision was an-
nounced.  —APP

Gwadar MoU 
singed for 
drinkable 

water
ISLAMABAD: In order to 
ensure potable water, ur-
gent medical facilities and 
pollution-free environment 
to the citizens of Gwadar, 
Alkhidmat Foundation Ba-
lochistan and Gwadar Mu-
nicipal Committee (GMC) 
signed a landmark MoU, 
according to a Gwadar Pro’s 
report. As per the MoU 
signed by Gwadar Munic-
ipal Committee Chairman 
Majid Johar and Alkidmat 
Foundation Balochistan 
president Abdul Majeed, 
collaboration and joint work 
will ease the public daily 
life.  Under the MoU, Alkh-
idmat Foundation Gwadar 
will install water filtration 
plants in various areas. It 
will also make available the 
facility of water boring as 
per the demand. Gwadar 
Municipal Committee will 
build a 20,000-gallon under-
ground water tank. —APP

FCCP issues 
detailed verdict 
in multiple tax 

cases
 
ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Constitutional Court of 
Pakistan has released a de-
tailed written judgment in 
dozens of tax-related civil 
appeals, constitutional pe-
titions, and transfer cases, 
issuing key directions on 
their disposal and further 
legal proceedings. Accord-
ing to the verdict, some 
cases have been concluded, 
while several tax referenc-
es have been remanded to 
the relevant high courts 
for decisions in accordance 
with the law. The cases 
were heard by a three-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief 
Justice of the Federal Con-
stitutional Court, Justice 
Ameenuddin Khan, along 
with Justice Syed Hassan 
Azhar Rizvi and Justic—APP
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Senator’s delegation  
inspects Islamabad Airport’s 

operational efficiency 
The inspection was carried out as part of the Committee’s oversight agenda to evaluate aviation infra-
structure and public service delivery at one of the country’s most important international gateways

DNA

Islamabad: The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Defence conducted a compre-
hensive on-ground inspection of Islamabad 
International Airport on Tuesday to review 
infrastructure readiness, passenger facil-
itation, operational efficiency, and secu-
rity arrangements The visit was chaired 
by Senator Talha Mehmood, Chairman of 
the Committee. Senator Molana Atta ul 
Haq was also present. The inspection was 
carried out as part of the Committee’s 
oversight agenda to evaluate aviation in-
frastructure and public service delivery 
at one of the country’s most important 
international gateways.  During the visit, 
detailed briefings were presented by the 

Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA), 
Pakistan Airports Authority (PAA), the 
Airport Manager Islamabad, and the Air-
port Security Force (ASF). The briefings 
covered airport capacity, infrastructure 
condition, passenger complaints, securi-
ty coordination, and future development 
projects. The CAA informed the Commit-
tee that Islamabad International Airport 
currently has the capacity to handle nine 
million passengers annually and manage 
cargo operations of up to 100,000 tons per 
year. Officials also briefed the Committee 
on the nature of complaints received from 
passengers, particularly regarding prayer 
areas, cleanliness, washrooms, and leakag-
es, and outlined the steps being taken to 
address these issues. The condition and 
maintenance of runways and taxiways were 

reviewed, with assurances provided that 
regular inspections and maintenance pro-
tocols are in place to ensure operational 
safety. Authorities informed the Commit-
tee that the passenger terminal building is 
equipped with a seating capacity of 5,343 
and 3,250 baggage trolleys. There are nine 
designated prayer areas, 90 sets of toilets 
comprising 370 units, 17 baby changing 
rooms, two children play areas, and six 
charging facilities. Passenger facilitation is 
further supported by 26 golf carts, includ-
ing 19 in the departure area and seven in 
arrivals, along with six passenger bridges, 
four serving departures and two for arriv-
als. The Committee was also briefed on the 
terminal’s structural and processing facili-
ties, which include 17 structural levels com-
prising 11 international and six domestic 

areas. The airport has 112 departure loung-
es, including 80 international and 32 do-
mestic lounges, and 35 briefing counters, 
with 15 for departures and 20 for arrivals. 
Immigration processing is supported by 10 
counters, seven international and three do-
mestic. Baggage security includes 12 hold 
baggage scanning machines, with seven for 
international and five for domestic use, and 
eight hand baggage scanning machines, 
five international and three domestic. The 
airport operates 17 baggage belts and has a 
car parking capacity for 2,200 general vehi-
cles, 150 cargo vehicles, and 200 vehicles 
for functionaries. It was further shared that 
a separate lounge for Chinese passengers 
has been established to facilitate diplomat-
ic, business, and commercial travel.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad has moved 
its stamp paper system to a digital plat-
form, marking a change in how legal and 
financial documents are processed in 
the federal capital. Under the e-stamp-
ing project, 585 challans have been gen-
erated so far, while the Federal Treas-
ury has stopped issuing new physical 
stamp papers. Officials said the new sys-
tem aims to stop fraud linked to stamp 
papers and improve record keeping. 
The process of e-stamping is continuing 
in the federal capital, according to the 
district administration. The initiative is 
aimed at ending fraud related to stamp 
papers by shifting all related work to a 
digital system. Under the new arrange-
ment, the Federal Treasury has ended 
the issuance of further physical stamp 
papers. However, stamp papers that 
were issued earlier will remain valid and 
can be used until their expiry period. 
This step is intended to ensure a smooth 
transition for citizens who already hold 
stamp papers and have ongoing legal 

or financial matters. The Deputy Com-
missioner of Islamabad said that 585 
challans have been generated under the 
e-stamping project so far. These chal-
lans reflect the use of the new system 
by citizens for various official purposes. 
The administration expects the number 
to increase as more people shift to the 
digital process Officials further stated 
that the e-stamping system allows the 
administration to compile and manage 
complete data related to stamp papers. 
Through this system, records of issued 
e-stamps, payments, and verification de-
tails can be maintained in a single data-
base. This data collection is expected to 
support monitoring and future planning 
related to revenue and documentation. 
The district administration highlighted 
that citizens can also verify e-stamps 
through the Citizen Portal. This feature 
allows users to confirm the authenticity 
of an e-stamp without visiting govern-
ment offices. By using the portal, citi-
zens can check details related to their 

e-stamp and ensure that the document 
is valid. Authorities believe that the 
digital system will reduce the chanc-
es of fake or duplicated stamp papers. 
By relying on electronic records, the 
administration aims to limit human in-
tervention and manual handling, which 
have been sources of irregularities in 
the past The e-stamping project is part 
of broader efforts to digitize public ser-
vices in the federal capital. Officials said 
the system is designed to make the pro-
cess easier for citizens while improving 
oversight for the administration. The 
continuation of the project indicates a 
shift toward online solutions for routine 
government transactions. The district 
administration advised citizens to use 
the e-stamping facility for future transac-
tions and to rely on official platforms for 
verification. Officials said public cooper-
ation is important for the success of the 
system and for ensuring that the transi-
tion away from physical stamp papers 
is completed without disruption.—APP

585 challans issued as 
Islamabad shifts to e-stamping
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Gwadar hosts 
Pathways 
to Modern 

Coastal City 
Expo

GWADAR: An exhibition ti-
tled “Expo: Pathways to a 
Modern Coastal City” was 
held at the Expo Center in 
the Gwadar Free Zone, draw-
ing wide participation from 
government departments 
and private sector organiza-
tions from across the coun-
try Various institutions set 
up stalls to showcase their 
projects and initiatives, with 
the stall of the Gwadar De-
velopment Authority (GDA) 
emerging as a major attrac-
tion for participants and vis-
itors. The Federal Minister 
for Planning and Special Initi-
atives, Ahsan Iqbal, attended 
the expo as the chief guest 
and paid a special visit to the 
GDA stall.  On the occasion, 
Director General GDA, Moin 
ur Rehman Khan, briefed the 
minister in detail on ongoing 
and proposed development 
projects in Gwadar.
The briefing covered invest-
ment opportunities, tourism 
potential, available resourc-
es, and the steps being taken 
by GDA to transform Gwadar 
into a modern coastal city. 
Discussions were also held 
on overall development, 
infrastructure expansion, 
urban planning, and inves-
tor-friendly policies aimed at 
attracting local and interna-
tional investment. Following 
his visit to the GDA stall, the 
minister toured stalls set up 
by other participating organ-
izations. He also addressed 
a seminar organized on the 
sidelines of the exhibition, 
where he highlighted Gwa-
dar’s strategic importance, 
coastal development pros-
pects, and its growing eco-
nomic potential.  Several 
political and government fig-
ures accompanied the min-
ister, including MNA Malik 
Shah, Provincial Minister for 
Planning Zahoor Ahmed Bul-
edi, Provincial Health Minis-
ter Bakht Muhammad Kakar, 
Provincial Minister for Indus-
tries Kohyar Domki, MPA 
Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman, 
Mir Asghar Rind, Provincial 
Adviser Meena Majeed, Bar-
kat Rind, and others.
Throughout the exhibition, 
the GDA stall received a large 
number of visitors, including 
investors, industrialists, tour 
operators, university faculty 
members, students, govern-
ment officials.

Reinstatement does not guarantee 
back wages, clarifies SC

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of Pakistan has laid down key legal principles regarding 
reinstatement and back wages for police employees, ruling that annulment of a dismissal 
order does not automatically entitle an employee to full salary and benefits for the inter-
vening period. Instead, the authority to grant or deny back wages rests with the compe-
tent authority, which must exercise this discretion fairly, reasonably, and transparently. In 
a reporting-approved detailed judgment, a five-member bench headed by Justice Shahid 
Waheed issued a consolidated decision on multiple civil appeals and petitions involving em-
ployees of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police. Other members of the bench included Justice 
Naeem Akhtar Afghan, Justice Malik Shahzad Ahmad Khan, Justice Aqeel Ahmed Abbasi, 
and Justice Shakeel Ahmed. The central question before the court was whether an employee, 
after reinstatement following the annulment of a dismissal order, is automatically entitled to full 
back wages and benefits for the dismissal period. The court ruled that under Section 17 of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Civil Servants Act, 1973, the grant of back wages is a discretionary power, 
but this discretion is neither absolute nor arbitrary. It must be exercised in line with Article 
10-A of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to a fair trial, and the broader principle of 
a “culture of justification.” The judgment emphasized that administrative powers should not 
be exercised solely on the basis of authority or power, but must be supported by sound rea-
soning, rational justification, and transparent grounds. The court clarified that the annulment 
of a dismissal and the approval of back wages are two distinct, though interrelated, matters. 
The Supreme Court identified four possible grounds on which a dismissal may be set aside: 
procedural defects, technical grounds, disproportionality of punishment, and failure to prove 
allegations. It observed that if a dismissal is found to be substantively wrongful, the likelihood 
of full reinstatement with back wages is higher. However, where reinstatement results from 
technical or procedural shortcomings, the decision on back wages should be made in light of 
the specific circumstances of each case. The court further ruled that an employee seeking back 
wages must demonstrate before the relevant forum that they remained unemployed or worked 
on lower wages during the dismissal period. Conversely, if the government or relevant authority 
opposes payment of back wages, it bears the burden of proving, with credible evidence, that 
the employee was fully or comparably employed elsewhere during that time. The judgment 
underscored that discretionary powers must be exercised proportionately, impartially, and 
in accordance with the law, warning that failure to do so would invite judicial intervention. 
The court stressed that good governance requires decisions to be reasoned and justified, 
ensuring transparency, accountability, and fairness in public administration.—APP

Digitization drive 
improved ministry’s 
performance: Yousaf

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Religious Affairs Sardar Muhammad 
Yousaf on Wednesday attributed the 
improved performance of the minis-
try over the past year to transparency, 
promotion of interfaith harmony and 
effective governance, reaffirming the 
commitment to ensuring better facil-
ities for pilgrims and promoting the 
true message of Islam. While shar-
ing the performance of the ministry 
from January 1, 2025 to December 
31, 2025, with the media, the minis-
ter said that for the first time in Pa-
kistan’s history an International Qirat 
Competition was held from November 
24 to 29, 2025 at the Jinnah Conven-
tion Centre, Islamabad, with partici-
pants from 37 countries. He said such 
initiatives enhanced youth interest 
in religious activities and projected 
Pakistan’s positive religious image at 
the international level, adding that 
more countries would be included in 
future competitions. Sardar Yousuf 
said national-level competitions of 
Hifz-ul-Quran and Husn-e-Qirat were 
also held in September 2025 after 
provincial rounds, featuring 10 cate-
gories for men, women, Huffaz, Qaris 
and youth. According to the minister, 
prominent participants from previous 
national competitions were nominated 
to represent Pakistan in international 
contests in Dubai, Russia, Turkiye, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Morocco. 
Highlighting steps taken to promote 

the Seerat of the Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH), Sardar Yousaf said 
the 50th Seerat Conference was held 
at the Convention Centre, Islamabad, 
under the OIC-declared theme “Na-
bi-ur-Rahma,” marking 1,500 years 
since the blessed birth of the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH). He said internation-
al delegations from Palestine, Egypt, 
Bangladesh and Bahrain, along with 
scholars and religious leaders from all 
schools of thought in Pakistan, partic-
ipated in the conference. A National 
Quran and Seerat Exhibition was also 
organized, while federal and provin-
cial governments observed Ashra-e-
Rehmat-ul-lil-Alameen and arranged 
Seerat and Naat gatherings across the 
country to promote peace, tolerance 
and harmony The minister said a re-
search paper competition was organ-
ized to address contemporary issues 
in the light of the Seerat of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), adding 
that artificial intelligence–based sys-
tems and plagiarism detection mech-
anisms were introduced to ensure 
transparency in academia and within 
the ministry. He said the National 
Council of Ulema and Mashaikh was 
reconstituted in 2025 to strengthen 
efforts for social harmony. During the 
year, the council held two meetings 
and unanimously agreed on recom-
mendations to counter extremism, 
terrorism and hate-driven narratives, 
while promoting responsible religious 

dialogue, contributing to enhanced re-
ligious tolerance. Sardar Yousaf said a 
national consensus was achieved on 
the authentic and standardized print-
ing of the Holy Quran. He added that a 
verified soft copy of the approved text 
was made available on the ministry’s 
website, while an authenticated digi-
tal Quran and mobile application were 
also launched. An amended Quran 
Act has been enforced to ensure er-
ror-free printing and work on framing 
its implementation rules is underway. 
Referring to Hajj arrangements, the 
minister said Pakistan earned interna-
tional recognition for its outstanding 
arrangements during Hajj 2025 as 
the Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah 
awarded the country an Excellence 
Award. He said the Saudi Deputy Min-
ister for Hajj and Umrah and senior 
officials visited the Pakistan Hajj Mis-
sion in Makkah and congratulated the 
team. Sardar Yousuf added that digital 
facilities and a transparent monitoring 
system were introduced, while the Pak 
Hajj Mobile App provided pilgrims 
with complete information related to 
guidance, training, accommodation, 
flights, tents and rituals. Reforms in 
the private Hajj scheme also resulted 
in a reduction in complaints. For Hajj 
2026, the minister said preparations 
were underway according to the Saudi 
timeline, with registration completed 
for 119,000 government pilgrims and 
60,000 private pilgrims.—APP

Minister urges 
responsible Basant 

celebrations
 
ISLAMABAD: Punjab Information Minister Azma Bukhari ex-
pressed hope that citizens would celebrate Basant responsibly 
as the festival returns after 25 years under strict safety meas-
ures and announced that a successful celebration could lead to 
a province-wide event next year While speaking in an exclusive 
conversation with a local media channel on a morning show, 
Punjab Information Minister Azma BukharAi said that the Ba-
sant festival is important for a healthy and vibrant society. The 
minister further warned that strict action will be taken against 
any violations during the Basant festival in Lahore. To ensure safe-
ty, the city has been divided into three specific kite-flying zones, 
and residents are expected to follow all rules while enjoying the 
celebrations, she highlighted. She emphasized that the government 
is committed to fulfilling its responsibilities while ensuring the cele-
brations are conducted under strict SOPs. She announced that during 
the three-day Basant festival on February 6, 7 and 8, citizens will be 
provided free transportation to enjoy the festivities safely, instead of 
using their own motorcycles, in order to reduce accidents and ensure 
public safety. Kite flying will not be permitted on any other dates. 
The minister added that if citizens cooperate and the festival is 
successfully conducted this year, the Punjab government plans 
to celebrate Basant across the entire province next year, mark-
ing a grand revival after a long gap Responding to a query, she 
said a complete ban has been imposed on kites carrying imag-
es of personalities, holy books, or religious places and the use 
of loudspeakers has been prohibited to maintain peace in the 
city during the Basant festival. Azma Bukhari also mentioned 
that the one-month registration process for kite manufacturers 
and sellers has been completed, ensuring that only registered 
individuals are allowed to produce or sell kites for the festival. 
In a special message, the minister said Basant is returning to 
give people a chance to enjoy their long-missed cultural festi-
val. “Citizens have the right to celebrate this tradition, enjoy 
festive foods and relive the culture we have not seen for 25 years,” 
she added.—DNA

Galiyat entry points 
opened for tourists 

ABBOTTABAD: The entry points to the Galiyat region at Harnu and Bariyan have been 
opened for tourists, officials said on Tuesday. According to an official advisory, tourists 
have been urged to adopt all precautionary measures during travel due to prevailing weath-
er conditions. Authorities warned that entry points would be closed during night hours 
because of dense fog. The district administration advised citizens to avoid traveling be-
tween Harnu and Bariyan during early morning hours and after sunset. Motorists were 
further instructed to drive vehicles in first gear and use iron chains to prevent skidding 
on slippery roads. For emergency situations, the public has been directed to contact the 
District Control Room Abbottabad at 0992-9310553, GDA Control Room Nathia Gali at 
0992-335539, GDA Control Room Ayubia at 0992-339005, or Rescue Emergency Services 
by dialing 1122. The advisory was issued to ensure the safety of tourists and smooth traffic 
flow in the Galiyat area amid adverse weather conditions.—APP
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Trump’s board of peace
Dr. Ramzy Baroud

T HE history of American power is, in many ways, the history of reinvent-
ing rules — or designing new ones — to fit strategic US interests. This 
may sound harsh but it is a necessary realization, particularly in light of 

US President Donald Trump’s latest political invention: the “Board of Peace.” 
Some have hastily concluded that Trump’s newest political gambit — unveiled 
last week at the World Economic Forum in Davos — is a uniquely Trumpian en-
deavor, detached from earlier US foreign policy doctrines. They are mistak-
en, misled largely by Trump’s self-centered political style and his constant, 
though unfounded, claims that he has ended wars, resolved global conflicts 
and made the world a safer place. At the Davos launch, Trump reinforced 
this carefully crafted illusion, boasting of America’s supposed historic 
leadership in bringing peace, praising alleged unprecedented diplomatic 
breakthroughs and presenting the Board of Peace as a neutral, benevolent 
mechanism capable of stabilizing the world’s most volatile regions.
Trump’s political designs — whether in Gaza or beyond — are not an aberration 
but part of a familiar pattern Yet a less prejudiced reading of history allows us to 
see Trump’s political designs — whether in Gaza or beyond — not as an aberration 
but as part of a familiar pattern. US foreign policymakers repeatedly seek to 
reclaim ownership of global affairs, sideline international consensus and impose 
political frameworks that they alone define, manage and ultimately control.
The Board of Peace — an invitation-only political club controlled entirely by Trump 
— is increasingly taking shape as a new geopolitical reality. Through this scheme, 
the US is imposing itself as the self-appointed caretaker of global affairs, begin-
ning with genocide-devastated Gaza, and positioning itself as an alternative to 
the UN. The irony is staggering. A body ostensibly meant to guide Gaza through 
reconstruction after Israel’s devastating genocide does not include Palestinians 
— let alone Gazans. Even more damning is the fact that the genocide it claims to 
address was politically backed, militarily financed and diplomatically shielded by 
successive US administrations, first under Joe Biden and later Trump.
It requires no particular insight to conclude that Trump’s Board of Peace is 
not concerned with peace, nor genuinely with Gaza. So what, then, is this 
initiative really about? It is not about reconstruction or justice but about ex-
ploiting Gaza’s suffering to impose a new US-led world order, first in the Mid-
dle East and eventually beyond. Gaza — a besieged territory of just 365 sq. 
km — does not require a new political structure populated by dozens of world 
leaders, each reportedly paying a $1 billion membership fee. Gaza needs 
reconstruction, its people must be granted their basic rights and Israel’s 
crimes must be met with accountability. The mechanisms to achieve this 
already exist: the UN, international law, long-standing humanitarian institu-
tions and, above all, the Palestinians themselves, whose agency, resilience 

and determination to survive Israel’s onslaught have become legendary. The 
Board of Peace discards all of this in favor of a hollow, improvised structure 
tailored to advance US-Israeli political and geopolitical interests. In effect, it 
drags Palestine back a century, to an era when Western powers unilaterally 
determined its fate, guided by racist assumptions about Palestinians and the 
Middle East — assumptions that laid the groundwork for the region’s endur-
ing catastrophes. Yet the central question remains: Is this truly a uniquely 
Trumpian initiative? No, it is not. This is a familiar American tactic, particu-
larly during moments of profound crisis. This strategy is persuasively out-
lined in Naomi Klein’s 2007 book “The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster 
Capitalism,” which argues that political and economic elites exploit collective 
trauma — wars, natural disasters and social breakdown — to impose radical 
policies that would otherwise face public resistance.
It requires no particular insight to conclude that the Board of Peace is not 
concerned with peace, nor genuinely with Gaza
Trump’s Board of Peace fits squarely within this framework, using the devas-
tation of Gaza not as a call for justice or accountability but as an opportunity 
to reshape political realities in ways that entrench US dominance and sideline 
international norms. This is hardly unprecedented. The pattern can be traced 
back to the US-envisioned UN, established in 1945 as a replacement for the 
League of Nations. Its principal architect, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, was 
determined that the new institution would secure the structural dominance of 
the US, most notably through the Security Council and the veto system, en-
suring Washington’s decisive influence over global affairs. When the UN later 
failed to fully acquiesce to US interests — most notably when it refused to grant 
the George W. Bush administration legal authorization to invade Iraq — the 
organization was labeled “irrelevant.” Bush then led his own so-called coalition 
of the willing into a war of aggression that devastated Iraq and destabilized the 
entire region, with consequences that persist to this day.
A similar maneuver unfolded in Palestine with the 2002 invention of the Quar-
tet on the Middle East, a US-dominated framework. From its inception, the 
Quartet systematically sidelined Palestinian agency, insulated Israel from ac-
countability and relegated international law to a secondary — and often ex-
pendable — consideration. The method remains consistent: when existing in-
ternational mechanisms fail to serve US political objectives, new structures 
are invented, old ones are bypassed and power is reasserted under the guise of 
peace, reform or stability. Judging by this historical record, it is reasonable to 
conclude that the Board of Peace will eventually become yet another defunct 
body. Before reaching that predictable end, however, it risks further derailing 
the already-fragile prospects for a just peace in Palestine and obstructing any 
meaningful effort to hold Israeli war criminals accountable. What is truly ex-
traordinary is that even in its phase of decline, the US continues to be permit-
ted to experiment with the futures of entire peoples and regions. But it is never 
too late for those committed to restoring the centrality of international law — 
not only in Palestine but globally — to challenge such reckless and self-serving 
political engineering. Palestine, the Middle East and the world deserve better.
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How Trump Pushed the World Toward Beijing

Netanyahu the biggest obstacle to Trump’s Gaza plan

Qamar Bashir

Osama Al-Sharif

T HERE are moments in history when power does 
not merely shift—it exposes itself. The first year 
of Donald Trump’s second term has become 

such a moment, not because it introduced entirely 
new instruments of American statecraft, but because 
it redirected the same tools of pressure, coercion, and 
economic weaponization that the United States once 
reserved for weaker or dependent nations toward its 
own traditional allies. In doing so, Washington did not 
just shock the global system; it fractured it, driving 
country after country—by calculation, necessity, or de-
fiance—into the strategic and economic orbit of China.
For decades, the United States shaped the political 
and financial architecture of much of the developing 
world through a familiar mechanism: military reach, 
dollar dominance, and institutional leverage over glob-
al bodies such as the IMF and World Bank. Countries 
in South Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, East-
ern Europe, and parts of Africa learned to live with-
in a system where access to capital, trade, and even 
political legitimacy could be expanded or constricted 
at Washington’s discretion. Many endured in silence, 
not because they agreed, but because they lacked the 
economic or military weight to resist.
What changed in this era is not the method, but the 
target. The same logic of tariffs, sanctions, threats, 
and strategic intimidation was applied to nations that 
had long believed themselves protected by alliance and 
shared identity. Canada, Europe, and the wider Western 
hemisphere were confronted not as partners, but as eco-
nomic adversaries and strategic liabilities. This reversal 
carried a powerful message: loyalty offered no immunity.
Canada’s experience became a defining case study. 
Accusations of economic exploitation, sweeping tar-
iff threats, and rhetoric that questioned Canada’s 
sovereignty struck at the heart of a relationship built 
on the world’s deepest bilateral trade integration. 
For Ottawa, the conclusion was stark. Dependency 
on a single market had become a strategic risk. The 
response was not submission, but diversification. 
Trade corridors were widened toward the European 
Union through CETA, expanded across the Asia-Pa-
cific via the CPTPP, and recalibrated toward energy 
and investment ties with the Gulf and Asia. China, as 
the world’s largest trading nation, inevitably became 
central to this recalibration—not by ideological align-
ment, but by economic gravity.
Europe’s pivot followed a parallel but more conse-
quential path. The dispute over Greenland, framed 
by Washington as a strategic necessity for missile 
defense and Arctic dominance, was read in European 
capitals as a unilateral assertion of power that disre-
garded sovereignty and alliance consultation. The Eu-
ropean Union, often divided on policy, responded with 
rare cohesion. The rejection of American demands 
was not merely territorial—it was systemic. It reflect-
ed a growing determination to insulate Europe’s po-

litical and economic future from what it increasingly 
viewed as unpredictable American pressure.
This shift soon extended into the financial realm. 
European policymakers began openly discussing the 
risks of overexposure to U.S. Treasury holdings and 
the vulnerability created by dollar-dominated trade 
and settlement systems. This trend has taken on new 
political meaning in an environment where financial 
access is increasingly treated as a strategic weapon.
At the same time, the BRICS bloc—now expanded to 
include major energy producers and regional pow-
ers—has accelerated efforts to build alternative mech-
anisms for trade settlement, development finance, 
and cross-border investment that bypass traditional 
Western-controlled institutions. Local-currency trade 
arrangements, new development banks, and parallel 
payment systems are no longer theoretical exercises; 
they are active projects driven by a shared desire to 
reduce vulnerability to American financial leverage.
In this environment, China has not needed to aggres-
sively recruit allies. Its role as the central node of 
global manufacturing, trade, and infrastructure has 
done much of the work. With annual trade volumes 
exceeding $4 trillion and deep supply-chain integra-
tion across Asia, Europe, Africa, and Latin America, 
China has become economically indispensable to 
much of the world. The Belt and Road Initiative, span-
ning more than 140 countries, has embedded Chinese 
capital, logistics, and construction into the physical 
and economic foundations of entire regions. For many 
states, disengaging from China is no longer a policy 
option—it is an economic impossibility.
Europe’s own posture toward Beijing illustrates this 
reality. Only a few years ago, European policy focused 
on “de-risking” and restricting Chinese investment in 
strategic sectors. Today, that posture is being recali-
brated at unprecedented speed. High-level dialogues 
on industrial cooperation, green technology, electric 
vehicles, and infrastructure investment reflect a rec-
ognition that Europe’s economic competitiveness is 
tied to engagement with China, not isolation from it.
Canada’s recalibration mirrors this logic. Energy 
partnerships with the Gulf, expanded Asian trade, 
and financial diversification are not ideological 
statements; they are strategic hedges against a 
United States that has signaled its willingness to 
weaponize economic interdependence. Across the 
Global South, the pattern is even more pronounced. 
Countries in Africa, Central Asia, Latin America, 
and Southeast Asia—many already deeply embed-
ded in Belt and Road projects—see in this Western 
fracture a confirmation of their long-held belief that 
reliance on a single power center is dangerous. For 
them, China’s appeal lies not in moral claims or ide-
ological alignment, but in scale, speed, and predict-
ability of economic engagement.
This is where the geopolitical landscape takes on 

its starkest contrast. As China’s economic central-
ity expands, the United States finds itself increas-
ingly isolated in political terms. In this emerging 
narrative, only one relationship remains absolute: 
the United States and Israel, bound together in 
mutual political and strategic defense as much by 
global criticism as by shared policy.
Israel, facing growing diplomatic, legal, and public 
pressure across Europe, the Global South, and even 
within Western societies, leans heavily on American 
veto power and political backing in international fo-
rums. The United States, in turn, finds itself defend-
ing Israel in a world where sympathy and alignment 
are steadily shifting elsewhere. The result is a form of 
strategic isolation that contrasts sharply with China’s 
expanding web of economic partnerships.
The Western hemisphere, once considered America’s 
natural sphere of influence, now reflects this tension. 
Caribbean and Latin American states increasingly en-
gage China as a primary trade partner, infrastructure 
financier, and development lender. In Africa, China 
has surpassed traditional Western powers in trade 
volume and project scale. In the Middle East, even 
long-standing U.S. partners diversify toward Beijing 
for energy, technology, and investment ties.
What emerges is not a world won by China through 
conquest or coercion, but one reshaped by Amer-
ica’s own confrontational posture. The paradox of 
this moment is that America’s political capital is 
eroding. China, by contrast, often avoids overt mili-
tary or ideological confrontation, relying instead on 
the slow, cumulative force of economic integration. 
The gravitational pull of markets, supply chains, 
and infrastructure has proven more durable than 
the shock of tariffs or the threat of sanctions.
In the unfolding order, China’s rise has not been 
driven solely by its own strategy, but by the vacu-
um created as the United States confronts rather 
than consolidates. The world’s capitals, board-
rooms, and ministries increasingly calculate their 
futures not in terms of allegiance, but in terms of 
access—to markets, to capital, to infrastructure, 
and to stability. In that calculation, Beijing now 
sits at the center of the equation.
What history may ultimately record is not merely a con-
test between two powers, but a transformation in how 
power itself is measured. Military strength and financial 
dominance remain formidable, but in a world bound by 
trade, technology, and shared vulnerability, the ability 
to attract, integrate, and sustain economic relationships 
may prove to be the decisive force of the century.

– Press Secretary to the President (Rtd)
Former Press Minister, 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former Press Attaché to Malaysia

Former MD, SRBC
Macomb, Michigan

I SRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was 
never on board when US President Donald Trump 
announced his 20-point Gaza peace plan, which led 

to the Oct. 10 ceasefire agreement. He has resisted 
pressure to honor Israel’s commitments under phase 
one of the plan: allowing the unimpeded flow of human-
itarian aid and stopping the killing of Palestinians in 
Gaza. More than 450 Palestinians, including women 
and children, have been killed since the ceasefire 
came into effect. And Israel has prevented the entry 
of the caravans and shelter needed to protect tens of 
thousands of displaced Gazans from the bitter cold 
that has swept the region for weeks. Infants have 
died of cold and exposure as a result.
Netanyahu was equally unhappy with Trump’s idea of es-
tablishing a “Board of Peace” to oversee the implemen-
tation of his plan, including the naming of a Palestinian 
national committee to run the enclave and inviting inter-
national troops to serve as a stabilization force in Gaza.
When Trump unveiled the four-tier structure of his 
Board of Peace this month — with an executive commit-
tee, a Palestinian national committee, a US general to 
head the stabilization force and a high commissioner to 
liaise between the Palestinian technocratic body and the 
executive committee — Netanyahu found himself cor-
nered. Trump had stripped him of leverage regarding 
the fate of the Palestinian enclave. The US president 
also announced it was time to move to the second phase 
of the plan, which would entail Israel’s gradual withdraw-
al from Gaza, in addition to disarming Hamas.
But the real challenge for the Board of Peace will be 
forcing Netanyahu to yield and embrace the plan and 
its requirements fully and unconditionally. One lit-
mus test is the opening of the Rafah border crossing. 
Trump sent his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, and his spe-
cial envoy, Steve Witkoff, to Israel earlier this week 
to push this step forward. Netanyahu resisted, reiter-
ating that for the crossing to open, Hamas must hand 
over the body of the last Israeli captive.

The real challenge will be forcing Netanyahu to em-
brace the plan and its requirements fully and uncon-
ditionally Within 24 hours, the Israeli military found 
the hostage’s remains in an area under its control in 
Gaza. Netanyahu bowed — but not before setting new 
conditions. He would allow the Rafah crossing to open 
not for aid trucks, but only for pedestrians to travel 
between Gaza and Egypt as part of a “limited reopen-
ing.” Meanwhile, Israel continues to refuse entry to the 
15-member Palestinian committee tasked with assuming 
responsibilities in the beleaguered Strip.
Whatever the outcome of Kushner and Witkoff’s trip 
to Israel, the general impression is that Netanyahu 
will continue fighting to have a final say on what hap-
pens next in Gaza. While the two US envoys met with 
Netanyahu, Israeli shelling killed at least three Pales-
tinians in various parts of the Strip. The Israeli army 
has also continued expanding areas under its control 
beyond the so-called Yellow Line. It is believed to oc-
cupy nearly 60 percent of Gaza. The areas under its 
control have been flattened, while the army is digging 
deep trenches to prevent Palestinians from returning 
to what used to be their homes.
Trump’s Board of Peace has sent tremors across 
the globe because it has been given a mandate that 
extends beyond Gaza. Most of America’s Western 
allies have declined the invitation to join. The Arab 
and Muslim nations that have joined have done so 
after a careful assessment of the costs and benefits. 
Being on board regarding Gaza’s future is better 
than opting out. Working with Trump and his aides 
from within far outweighs being locked out of the 
deliberations and discussions.
The Palestinian Authority has not been represented 
at any level of Trump’s plan and is unlikely to have 
a role in the near future, pending its much-touted 
reform, which is a red herring. As much as the PA 
needs genuine reform and accountability, Israel 
will never approve of a Palestinian body that seeks 

to fulfill the ambition of a two-state solution. Netan-
yahu is always planning ahead, working to impose 
new conditions that will keep him in the game. Even 
so, Netanyahu’s recent political maneuvers do not 
bode well for the Board of Peace and Trump’s peace 
plan. He remains the biggest obstacle to ending the 
carnage, opening border crossings and allowing 
much-needed aid and supplies to enter freely.
Ironically, Netanyahu and his far-right partners still 
espouse a plan to forcibly remove Gazans from the en-
clave, retain open-ended military control of the Strip 
and prevent reconstruction efforts.
The opening of the Rafah crossing will put Trump’s plan 
and his board to the ultimate test. Already, Netanyahu 
is seeking to derail that effort. He now plans to estab-
lish another crossing point, totally controlled by Israel, 
next to Rafah inside Gaza. Netanyahu is always planning 
ahead, working to impose new conditions that will keep 
him in the game. At some point, the US president must 
realize that only one man stands in the way of truly end-
ing the war, easing the plight of Gazans and allowing 
the implementation of his plan. That man is Netanyahu, 
whose self-interest requires that the Gaza crisis contin-
ues so that he can keep his coalition alive and avoid ac-
countability for the debacle of Oct. 7, 2023.
Netanyahu will seek ways to delay moving to the 
second phase. He still rejects any role for Turki-
ye and Qatar on the executive board. He wants the 
final say on what enters Gaza and who is allowed 
to return. He will resist the deployment of foreign 
troops and find excuses not to withdraw his army 
a single inch. Such clear disdain for what Trump 
is trying to achieve should be evident to the White 
House by now. For Trump’s plan to proceed, Net-
anyahu must commit openly and without delay, re-
gardless of his personal calculations. Only one man 
can force him to do so: the US president.

– Osama Al-Sharif is a journalist and political 
commentator based in Amman. X: @plato010

Europe’s own posture 
toward Beijing illustrates this 
reality. Only a few years ago, 
European policy focused on 
“de-risking” and restricting 

Chinese investment in 
strategic sectors. Today, that 
posture is being recalibrated 

at unprecedented speed. 
High-level dialogues on 
industrial cooperation, 

green technology, electric 
vehicles, and infrastructure 

investment reflect a 
recognition that Europe’s 
economic competitiveness 
is tied to engagement with 
China, not isolation from 
it. Canada’s recalibration 
mirrors this logic. Energy 
partnerships with the Gulf, 
expanded Asian trade, and 
financial diversification are 
not ideological statements...
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik on 
Wednesday invited Chinese compa-
nies to participate in the Pakistan 
Minerals Investment Forum (PMIF) 
2026, scheduled to be held on April 
8 and 9 this year Addressing the Pa-
kistan-China Minerals Cooperation 
Forum, the minister said, “I extend 
a formal invitation to all the Chinese 
companies and delegates present 
here to participate in the Pakistan 
Mineral Investment Forum 2026 
scheduled to be held in April.” “We 
would particularly welcome partic-
ipation through a country pavilion 
showcasing mining capabilities, tech-
nologies and equipment. The forum 
will serve as a focused platform for 
structured engagement with policy-
makers, regulators and project spon-
sors,” he said. The minister thanked 
the Chinese Chamber, Metallurgical 
Corporation of China Ltd (MCC), and 
all delegates for contributing to the 
success of the forum. Highlighting 
decades-long Pakistan-China coopera-
tion, the minister said the partnership 
had translated into tangible outcomes 

across multiple sectors of Pakistan’s 
economy.  Under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, he said, Chinese 
investment had played a pivotal role 
in rapidly expanding Pakistan’s power 
generation capacity through a diverse 
portfolio of energy projects, helping 
address a long-standing constraint on 
economic development. Beyond the 
power sector, he added, Chinese col-
laboration had supported mass transit 
solutions, modern road networks and 
electric mobility initiatives, contrib-
uting to productivity growth and em-
ployment generation. The minister 
noted that China was among the early 
countries to recognise the strategic 
importance of the mining sector and 
now holds a dominant position in rare 
earth elements, as well as key met-
als such as antimony, while playing a 
leading global role in copper smelt-
ing and refining. He said that China’s 
achievements offered valuable lessons 
for emerging mineral economies like 
Pakistan, adding that Pakistan-Chi-
na cooperation in the mining sector 
already had a strong foundation, par-
ticularly through MCC’s operations 

in the country. Ali Pervaiz Malik also 
highlighted the long-standing collabo-
ration between the Geological Survey 
of Pakistan and the Chinese Geolog-
ical Survey since 2010, under which 
nationwide geochemical sampling was 
carried out to identify mineralised 
zones and guide systematic explora-
tion. “Building on this milestone, we 
are now advancing towards high-res-
olution surveys and integrated ge-
oscientific programmes to further 
unlock Pakistan’s mineral potential 
and support sustainable economic 
development,” he said. The minis-
ter said growing confidence among 
domestic investors was a key indi-
cator of a sustainable business en-
vironment, noting that an increas-
ing number of Pakistani companies 
were entering the mining sector and 
forming partnerships with interna-
tional firms. He added that signifi-
cant discoveries had been made and 
the momentum presented strong 
opportunities for Chinese mining 
companies, service providers and 
equipment suppliers to deepen en-
gagement in Pakistan.—APP

Ali Pervaiz invites 
Chinese firms 

Briefs
Racing cars 

run over 
motorcyclists
ISLAMABAD: At least one 
person was killed and an-
other sustained injuries 
in a late-night traffic acci-
dent near Jinnah Garden 
on a highway in Islamabad 
during the wee hours of 
Wednesday, when speeding 
cars, reportedly involved in 
racing, ran over two motor-
cyclists According to rescue 
officials, the accident took 
place in the early hours 
when several speeding ve-
hicles hit the motorcyclists, 
inflicting critical injured, 
adding, one rider died on 
the spot, while the other 
was seriously injured, pri-
vate news channel report-
ed. Rescue teams reached 
the spot immediately and 
shifted the deceased’s body 
and the injured person to 
a nearby hospital for med-
ico-legal formalities and 
treatment. Authorities have 
yet to confirm the identities 
of the victims, while inves-
tigations are underway to 
determine the vehicles in-
volved and the exact cause 
of the crash. —APP

Wajiha calls 
MAKTAB 

game-changer
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Federal Education 
& Professional Training 
Wajiha Qamar on Wednes-
day said the launch of HEC’  
integrated automation 
suite “MAKTAB” marks a 
new era of digital efficien-
cy and a game-changer for 
higher education, initially 
implemented in 25 public 
universities to enable has-
sle-free degree verification 
and streamlined academic 
management In an exclu-
sive interview with a local 
news channel, Minister 
of State Wajiha Qamar de-
scribed the launch of HEC’ 
s integrated automation 
suite “MAKTAB” as a revo-
lutionary step in higher ed-
ucation. She said the initia-
tive, initially launched in 25 
public universities, is aimed 
at ensuring hassle-free de-
gree verification, boosting 
academic efficiency, and 
modernizing university ad-
ministration, with plans to 
gradually expand across all 
public universities nation-
wide. Calling it a pioneering 
initiative under the gov-
ernment’s reform agenda, 
the minister emphasized 
that MAKTAB will bring 
transparency, secure fac-
ulty data and streamlined 
governance to universities, 
she added. “This transform-
ative platform is aimed at 
digitizing our education 
ecosystem, ensuring relia-
ble academic records, and 
simplifying processes for 
students and staff alike,” 
she highlighted.
The minister highlighted 
that the suite will not only 
reduce bureaucratic delays 
but also strengthen the 
credibility, accountability 
and operational efficiency 
of Pakistan’s higher educa-
tion sector.
Responding to a query, she 
said that under MAKTAB, 
all student-related records 
including challans, fees, 
degree verification and at-
testations will be fully dig-
italized, making academic 
processes faster and more 
transparent.
She added that teachers’ 
pay slips, as well as ad-
ministrative data such as 
procurement and furniture 
purchases, will also be 
maintained digitally, ensur-
ing efficient management, 
accountability, and stream-
lined record-keeping across 
universities.—APP

Dr. Tariq 
terms KP CM’s 
statement on 
Tirah  Valley 

false
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Parliamentary Affairs 
Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry on 
Wednesday rejected the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa chief min-
ister’s remarks on the Tirah 
Valley operation, calling them 
false, politically driven and 
misleading. In a post on X, he 
said using a serious national is-
sue like terrorism for political 
purposes was irresponsible 
and against the country’s in-
terests.  He added that such 
issues required national unity, 
not political scoring. The min-
ister said the steps being taken 
in Tirah Valley were not aimed 
at any person, political party 
or government.  He said the 
measures were necessary to 
restore peace, protect citizens 
and fully eliminate terrorism 
from the country.—APP

Pakistan-
China mineral 
forum boosts 
bilateral ties: 

BOI
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Board of Invest-
ment (BOI) Qaiser Ahmed 
Sheikh on Wednesday said 
that the Pakistan-China 
Mineral Cooperation Fo-
rum was a significant in-
itiative aimed at further 
strengthening economic 
and investment cooperation 
between Pakistan and Chi-
na Addressing the Pak-Chi-
na Mineral Cooperation 
Forum as chief guest, the 
minister said that Pakistan 
and China were bound by 
a strong and time-tested 
bond of “iron friendship,” 
which continued to deep-
en through mutual trust, 
cooperation and shared 
development goals. “I have 
personally witnessed the ex-
traordinary development of 
China, from which Pakistan 
can learn a great deal,” he 
said, adding that enhanced 
collaboration in miner-
als and other key sectors 
would open new avenues 
for sustainable growth. The 
minister emphasized the 
need to further expand 
people-to-people and busi-
ness-to-business contacts 
between the two countries, 
noting that more than 300 
Pakistani companies had 
visited China in September 
2025 alone. He informed 
that 167 Memorandums 
of Understanding (MoUs) 
were signed during the 
Pak-China Business-to-Busi-
ness Conference, and the 
Board of Investment was 
actively working on the im-
plementation of all signed 
agreements.—APP

Pakistan’s rice 
exports to Chi-
na cross $62m 

in 2025
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
rice exports to China sur-
passed $62.26 million in 
2025, underpinned by 
strong shipments of semi- 
or wholly milled rice and 
steady demand for broken 
rice across multiple Chi-
nese provinces, according 
to the General Administra-
tion of Customs of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s 
latest figures.
The Chinese Customs data 
showed that in volume 
terms, Pakistan exported 
a total of about 157.74 mil-
lion kilograms of rice to 
China in 2025. The bulk of 
shipments, 110.10 million 
kilograms, comprised semi- 
or wholly milled rice (HS 
10063020), which alone 
generated $46.86 million 
in export earnings. Broken 
rice categories together 
accounted for 47.63 million 
kilograms, contributing the 
remaining value.
Guangdong Province 
emerged as the largest 
destination for Pakistani 
rice, importing around 61.8 
million kilograms across 
milled and broken rice cat-
egories, with a combined 
value exceeding $26 mil-
lion. Imports included large 
volumes of semi- or wholly 
milled rice as well as both 
types of broken rice used in 
food processing and indus-
trial applications.—APP

German envoy calls 
on Finance Minister, 

discussed economic coop
The meeting also touched upon the broader regional and global economic environment, recognizing 

shared challenges and opportunities arising from global uncertainty. Both sides highlighted the impor-
tance of cooperation, policy continuity, and mutual understanding in navigating these dynamics and 

advancing sustainable economic outcomes.

Saifullah Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Germany on 
Wednesday reaffirmed their strong and 
longstanding partnership, underscoring 
their shared commitment to maintaining 
close coordination and constructive dia-
logue to support economic reforms, pro-
mote investment and enhance mutually 
beneficial cooperation.Ambassador of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to Pakistan 
Ms. Ina Lepel called on Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb and discussed matters relat-
ing to strengthen bilateral cooperation, 
said a press release issued by the Min-
istry of Finance. The meeting reviewed 
the overall state of Pakistan-Germany 
economic relations and underscored the 

importance of sustained engagement to 
further strengthen bilateral cooperation 
in trade, investment, and development. 
Both sides reaffirmed their shared com-
mitment to deepening economic ties 
and promoting a stable, transparent, and 
predictable business environment that 
supports long-term growth. The minister 
outlined the government’s broad econom-
ic outlook and reform priorities, empha-
sizing the importance of macroeconomic 
stability, fiscal sustainability, and com-
petitiveness-led growth. He shared per-
spectives on ongoing efforts to support 
economic recovery, strengthen export 
capacity, and improve resilience against 
external shocks, while maintaining mo-
mentum on structural reforms aimed at 
ensuring inclusive and durable develop-
ment. Discussions also covered the Gov-

ernment’s revenue and taxation reform 
agenda, with emphasis on broadening 
the tax base, improving compliance, and 
enhancing efficiency through technology 
and data-driven processes. The Minister 
highlighted that reforms are designed to 
promote fairness, reduce distortions, and 
create a level playing field for all econom-
ic actors, while supporting investment 
and formal economic activity. The Am-
bassador welcomed the reform efforts 
underway and shared general observa-
tions from engagements with the busi-
ness community, noting the importance 
of clarity, consistency, and effective dia-
logue between stakeholders and public 
institutions. Both sides emphasized the 
value of continued engagement to ensure 
that policy objectives are well understood 
and that implementation remains aligned 

with economic growth and investor con-
fidence. The Finance Minister also high-
lighted the ongoing administrative and 
institutional measures to strengthen tax 
administration, improve service delivery, 
and enhance transparency. The discus-
sion underscored the importance of pre-
dictable processes, timely resolution of 
matters, and continued modernization 
of systems to support compliance and 
facilitate business activity. The meet-
ing also touched upon the broader 
regional and global economic environ-
ment, recognizing shared challenges 
and opportunities arising from global 
uncertainty. Both sides highlighted the 
importance of cooperation, policy con-
tinuity, and mutual understanding in 
navigating these dynamics and advanc-
ing sustainable economic outcomes.

Pakistan-China cultural 
exhibition opens 

ISLAMABAD: An exhibition celebrating cultural heritage and long-standing ties between Pakistan and China opened 
in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR), Gwadar Pro reported. Titled “A Pictorial Depiction of History, 
Heritage and Diversity of Pakistan,” the showcase presents 80 original collages offering a chronological visual journey 
through Pakistan’s history, landscapes, arts, languages, and the diversity of its people. The exhibition is part of a series 
of activities marking the 75th anniversary year of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and China.  
It highlights cultural connections between the two countries and presents Pakistan as a layered and evolving civilization. 
Khalil Hashmi, Pakistan’s Ambassador to China, inaugurated the exhibition.  Speaking at the event, Hashmi underscored 
the durability of Pakistan-China relations and noted that the anniversary-year commemorations were launched earlier this 
month in Beijing with the unveiling of a 75th-anniversary logo by Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar alongside China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi.  Hashmi said the collages span themes including Pakistan’s 
ancient roots, the freedom movement, geography and landscapes, historic monuments, religious architecture, arts and 
sciences, sports, languages, and cultural diversity.  He also pointed to cultural convergences between Pakistan and China, 
including shared heritage such as Gandhara art, according to Gwadar Pro .

Pakistan eyes mineral-led 
growth under CPEC 2.0

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Profes-
sor Ahsan Iqbal on Wednesday said Pakistan and China were entering a decisive new phase 
of economic partnership by placing mineral development at the centre of CPEC 2.0, aimed 
at transforming connectivity into productivity, exports and sustainable growth.
Addressing the launching ceremony of the China-Pakistan Mineral Cooperation Forum 
here, he said the two countries were repositioning their strategic partnership towards 
minerals-led industrialization, with Gwadar emerging as the principal gateway to connect 
Pakistan’s mineral-rich regions with regional and global markets. The minister said the in-
itiative reflected a deliberate shift from infrastructure-centric cooperation to value-added, 
export-oriented collaboration, as both countries approach the 75th anniversary of their 
diplomatic relations  “As we approach 75 years of Pakistan-China relations, our partner-
ship stands as a model of continuity, trust and strategic depth. This is a relationship that 
has never witnessed a season of autumn; it has always flourished in spring and reached 
newer heights every year,” he remarked. Ahsan Iqbal said the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) phase-I remained the most visible expression of this enduring partner-
ship, noting that projects completed under the corridor had added over 8,000 megawatts of 
energy capacity, upgraded more than 1,000 kilometres of road infrastructure, modernised 
Gwadar and strengthened national connectivity. Referring to his recent visit to Gwadar, 
the minister said the China-built international airport had positioned the port city to play a 
pivotal role in Pakistan’s next phase of growth. “Gwadar is now ready not only to function 
as a smart port city but also to serve as a hub for the mining industry by linking Pakistan’s 
mineral resources with global markets,” he added. He said CPEC Phase-II was focused on 
addressing Pakistan’s long-standing structural weaknesses, particularly its weak export base. 
“Infrastructure for its own sake is not enough. Our objective is to translate connectivity into 
productivity, productivity into exports, and exports into jobs and sustainable growth,” he said. 
Highlighting Pakistan’s untapped mineral wealth, Ahsan Iqbal said the country hosts around 
92 known minerals, with 52 currently under extraction, nearly 5,000 operational mines and 
annual production of about 68.5 million metric tons. Despite this scale, he observed, mineral 
exports remained modest, contributing only 2–3 percent to GDP. “This gap between potential 
and performance is largely due to lack of value addition,” he said, adding that over 90 per-
cent of mineral exports were raw or semi-processed, while only about 40 percent of Pakistan’s 
land had been geologically mapped Citing marble and granite reserves stretching from Turbat 
to Chitral, the minister said outdated blasting and extraction methods were destroying value. 
“There is a huge opportunity for Chinese enterprises to invest in modern cutting and process-
ing technologies so Pakistan can become a global hub for world-class marble and earn billions 
of dollars from this sector alone,” he added He said with improved governance, technology and 
strategic partnerships, Pakistan’s mineral exports could rise to $6–8 billion annually within 
this decade, support GDP growth of around 6 percent and generate more than 350,000 direct 
and indirect jobs. Ahsan Iqbal said China’s role was central to this transformation due to its 
expertise across the mining value chain, including geological surveying, modern extraction, 
processing, smelting, refining, environmental management and project financing. Existing pro-
jects such as Saindak Copper-Gold, Duddar Lead-Zinc and Thar Coal, he added, illustrated the 
potential of bilateral cooperation.—DNA

 Role of science diplomacy 
in climate action discussed

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change and Environmental 
Coordination Dr Musadik Malik on 
Wednesday met Chief Executive Of-
ficer of SciTech DiploHub Alexis Roig 
to discuss strengthening the role of 
science diplomacy in climate action.
During the meeting, the minister ap-
preciated the work of SciTech Diplo-
Hub in promoting collaboration be-
tween diplomacy and science, noting 

that such integration had become a 
global necessity, particularly for coun-
tries like Pakistan that face growing 
economic and social challenges due 
to climate change The discussion fo-
cused on utilising Pakistan’s local re-
search capacity and knowledge base, 
while emphasising the need for evi-
dence-based and science-driven policy-
making. Both sides also explored the 
development of structured training 
and fellowship programmes, including 
proposals to place scientists within 
government ministries to improve pol-
icy formulation and implementation. 

It was agreed that a detailed roadm-
ap for future collaboration would be 
jointly developed within a week. The 
proposed plan will focus on mobilising 
the AGC and around 100 PhD-level 
climate scientists, enhancing access 
to climate financing, and establishing 
sustainable scientific advisory mech-
anisms. The meeting was attended 
by representatives of the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC), Glob-
al Change Impact Studies Centre 
(GCISC), leading universities, nation-
al research centres, and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Islamabad : Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik 
Malik, met with Alexis Roig, Chief Executive Officer of SciTech DiploHub.

Pak, Turkiye boost 
rice trade with 

competitive pricing
 

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal 
Khan held a detailed meeting with the Turkish Ambassador 
to Pakistan, Dr. Irfan Neziroglu, at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MoFA) to review and enhance bilateral trade coop-
eration, with a special focus on increasing Pakistan’s rice 
exports to Türkiye The meeting was held on the directions 
of Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, who has as-
signed priority to strengthening agricultural exports, par-
ticularly rice, amid intensifying global competition, said a 
release issued here on Wednesday. During the discussions, 
the Federal Minister highlighted that Pakistan has record-
ed an excellent rice harvest this season, ensuring both qual-
ity and sufficient exportable surplus.  However, he noted 
that aggressive pricing by competing exporters—especially 
India and Vietnam has created challenges in global mar-
kets, exerting downward pressure on prices despite Paki-
stan maintaining strong export volumes. Jam Kamal Khan 
informed the Turkish side that the government, in close 
consultation with rice exporters and industry stakeholders, 
has developed a pricing support mechanism to ensure Paki-
stan remains competitive in international markets. 
Under this mechanism, Pakistan is prepared to match pre-
vailing global prices so that buyers do not face cost disad-
vantages when sourcing rice from Pakistan. The Minister 
emphasized that Pakistan is fully prepared to supply both 
basmati and non-basmati rice to Türkiye at internationally 
competitive rates.  He urged Türkiye to consider increasing 
import volumes from Pakistan as a special case, stressing 
that Pakistan’s primary objective is volume enhancement 
rather than price maximization, in order to safeguard farm-
er incomes and sustain the agricultural value chain.
To facilitate this objective, both sides discussed activating 
government-to-government (G2G) trade channels along-
side existing private-sector mechanisms. Under the pro-
posed framework, Pakistan’s state trading entities would 
coordinate with relevant Turkish public and private sec-
tor institutions, including state-owned grain procurement 
bodies, to enable bulk procurement where price competi-
tiveness is ensured. The Federal Minister also raised key 
market-access issues, including tariff-rate quotas (TRQs), 
import licensing procedures, and the possibility of zero or 
reduced tariffs on basmati rice. He called for expansion and 
better utilization of the existing TRQ of 18,000 metric tons 
under the Pakistan–Türkiye Preferential Trade Agreement 
(PTA), noting that the quota had remained underutilized in 
previous cycles due to procedural constraints. The Turk-
ish Ambassador welcomed Pakistan’s proposals and reaf-
firmed Türkiye’s commitment to strengthening economic 
ties with Pakistan. He noted that bilateral trade volumes 
remain below potential despite strong political relations, 
and recalled the jointly agreed target of achieving USD 5 
billion in bilateral trade, set during the Pakistan–Türkiye 
High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council meeting.—APP
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S AMEER Minhas scored an unbeaten 
76-run knock as Pakistan beat New 

Zealand by eight wickets in the Super Six-
es fixture of the ICC Men’s U19 World Cup 
2026 at Harare Sports Club on Tuesday.
The Green Shirts chased down the 111-
run target for the loss of two wickets in 
17.1 overs. Openers Hamza Zahoor and 
Minhas set the tone early, as the duo dealt 
in boundaries to put pressure on the New 
Zealand bowling attack with a solid partner-
ship to launch the chase.
The partnership was broken when Zahoor 
was dismissed for eight off 11 balls, includ-
ing two fours, by Mason Clarke, leaving the 
team at 18-1 after 2.5 overs.
Minhas was in top form with the bat, con-
tinuing to score freely and helping his side 
surpass the 50-run mark in the eighth over.
Usman Khan and Minhas batted sensi-

bly, with the opener scoring the bulk 
of the runs in their partnership, while 
Minhas raised his bat for his fourth 
fifty in Youth ODIs. However, the 67-
run partnership was eventually broken 
when Luke Harrison claimed the prized 
wicket of Khan, who scored 15 off 24 
balls, including one four, leaving the 
team at 85-2 in 14.1 overs.
Skipper Farhan Yousaf then came to the 
crease and added valuable runs, but it 
was Minhas who struck the winning runs, 
remaining unbeaten on 76 off 59 balls, fea-
turing 10 fours and two sixes, while Yousaf 
contributed 11 off nine deliveries.
Batting first, New Zealand got off to a poor 
start as opener Marco William Alpe was 
dismissed in the third over by pacer Ali 
Raza for two runs off seven balls.
The duo of Hugo Bogue and skipper Tom 

Jones then joined forces to stabilise the 
innings, aiming to push Pakistan onto the 
back foot. However, their 48-run stand 
was broken when Bogue was dismissed 
by Mohammad Sayyam, who finished with 
39 off 27 balls, including six boundaries 
and two sixes, leaving New Zealand at 
59-2 in 7.5 overs. In the next over, Jones 
was dismissed by Abdul Subhan after 
scoring 15 off 16 deliveries, which includ-
ed two fours and one six. The Blackcaps’ 
struggle continued as they lost two more 
wickets — Snehith Reddy and Jacob Cot-
ter — for six and two runs respectively, 
dismissed by Raza and Subhan.
Subhan was in top form with the ball, pick-
ing up his third wicket by dismissing Jas-
karan Sandhu for a second-ball duck, leav-
ing the team at 67-6 in 12.3 overs.
New Zealand were soon seven down as 

Brandon Matzopoulos fell for a duck, cour-
tesy of Raza, who claimed his third wicket 
of the game. The Blackcaps kept losing 
wickets at regular intervals as spinner 
Momin Qamar entered the attack, claim-
ing his first wicket by dismissing Callum 
Samson for 10 off 22 balls, which included 
one four, leaving the team struggling at 
84 for 8 in 20.5 overs. Mason Clarke and 
Hunter Shore batted together, steadily add-
ing crucial runs and taking their team past 
the 100-run mark in the 25th over. Subhan 
returned to the attack and broke a solid 
partnership by dismissing Mason Clarke 
for 17 off 48 balls, which included one four, 
while Hunter Shore was the last batter to 
be run out after scoring 13. Subhan was 
the standout bowler, taking 4/11 in 6.3 
overs. Raza claimed three wickets, while 
Sayyam and Qamar took one each. – APP

U19 World Cup: Sameer Minhas powers 
Pakistan to victory over New Zealand

Minhas’ unbeaten 76 powers Pakistan to eight-wicket win over New Zealand in Super Sixes 
clash at ICC Men’s U19 World Cup 2026 after dominant bowling display at Harare Sports Club

Briefs
Non-bailable 

arrest 
warrant 

for Afridi...
From Page 01

heard the writ petition filed 
by Chief Minister Sohail 
Afridi. His counsel Bashir 
Khan Wazir appeared be-
fore the court and argued 
that the ECP had taken 
notice of a speech deliv-
ered by the chief minister 
during a public gathering, 
alleging that he had threat-
ened government officials, 
The News reported on 
Wednesday. The counsel 
maintained that the speech 
in question was delivered 
outside the constituency 
where the National Assem-
bly by-election was being 
held, and that the chief min-
ister was on a province-wide 
tour announcing develop-
ment projects. Despite this, 
the ECP issued a notice 
and initiated proceedings 
against him. During the 
hearing, Justice Arshad 
Ali asked the petitioner’s 
counsel whether the ECP’s 
decision had been received. 
The lawyer responded that 
the decision had just been 
received and was available 
with a supplementary ap-
plication. The court sum-
moned the record of the 
ECP decision and briefly 
adjourned the hearing.

Riyadh will 
not permit 

attack...
From Page 01

for them,” Pezeshkian told 
the Saudi crown prince, 
according to his office. 
Pezeshkian told MBS that 
the “unity and cohesion” 
of Islamic countries can 
guarantee “lasting securi-
ty, stability and peace in 
the region”. The Iranian 
president said that Tehran 
always welcomed any pro-
cess, within the framework 
of international law, that 
prevents war, Iranian media 
reported. The telephonic 
conversation came as the 
US announced a major mul-
ti-day Air Force exercise in 
the Middle East. The exer-
cise will “demonstrate the 
ability to deploy, disperse, 
and sustain combat airpow-
er across” the Middle East, 
the US Air Force compo-
nent of Central Command, 
which is responsible for 
American forces in the re-
gion, said in a statement. 
No date or exact location for 
the exercise were released.

Iran closes 
its airspace

From Page 01
The Strait of Hormuz is a 
strategic chokepoint for 
global trade, with millions 
of barrels of crude oil pass-
ing through it each day. 
Any disruption there often 
sends ripples through in-
ternational energy markets 
and heightens geopoliti-
cal concern. The NOTAM 
comes amid an increase 
in American military activ-
ity in the region as US Air 
Forces Central (AFCENT) 
has announced a multi-day 
readiness exercise across 
its area of responsibility, 
aimed at demonstrating rap-
id deployment and sustain-
ment capabilities. Officials 
in Washington have said all 
options remain on the ta-
ble in dealing with Tehran, 
including the possibility of 
military action, as the Unit-
ed States and Israel seek 
to counter Iran’s influence.  
Iranian authorities have re-
sponded with warnings that 
any attack would prompt a 
“swift and comprehensive” 
response. The air navigation 
warning will affect civil and 
military flights through the 
area during the period of the 
exercises. Aviation authori-
ties typically issue Notams 
in advance of live-fire drills 
to alert pilots and airlines 
to potential risks and tem-
porary airspace closures.

Man killed 
in IED blast 

in Bajaur
From Page 01

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the blast. Despite record 
militant deaths, Pakistan 
saw a sharp escalation in 
militant violence in 2025, 
with terrorist attacks ris-
ing by 34 per cent and 
terrorism-related fatalities 
increasing by 21 per cent 
year on year, according to 
a report released by the 
Islamabad-based Pak In-
stitute for Peace Studies.

20-member squad for FIH Pro
League and World Cup Qualifiers
These matches form part of Pakistan's debut season in the elite FIH Pro League, following their 
promotion after finishing runners-up in the Nations Cup. The series will be a tough test against higher-

ranked opponents, but it marks a significant step in Pakistan hockey's revival on the global stage

Ansar M Bhatti

Islamabad: The Pakistan Hockey Federation 
(PHF) has officially announced the national 
men’s hockey team squad for the second phase 
of the FIH Hockey Pro League 2025-26 and 
the upcoming World Cup qualifying round. The 
20-player squad, along with six officials, will 
depart for Australia on February 2, 2026.The 
announcement was made at the Naseer Bunda 
Hockey Stadium by PHF Secretary Rana Mujahid 
and Head Coach Tahir Zaman. 
The same squad will represent Pakistan in both the 
Pro League matches in Australia and the FIH Hock-
ey Men’s World Cup Qualifiers (scheduled for early 
2026, including events in Egypt and other venues).
Mohammad Emmad Butt (also referred to as Imad 
Butt) will captain the Green Shirts.Squad Changes 
for Pro LeagueTwo changes have been made to the 
squad compared to the earlier phase (played in Ar-

gentina in December 2025):Goalkeeper Abdullah 
Ishtiaq has been replaced by Ali Raza.
Manan Raza (or Abdul Manan) has been replaced 
by Umeer Sattar (Umir Sattar).
Full Squad (Players) Muneeb ur Rehman
Ali Raza
Arshad Liaquat
Mohammad Abdullah
Sufyan Khan
Arbaz Ahmad
Hamad Anjum
Moeed Shakeel (Moeen Shail)
Ghazanfar Ali
Zakaria Liaquat (Zakrya Liaqat)
Umeer Sattar
Hanan Shahid (Abdul Hanan Shahid)
Rana Waheed
Nadeem Ahmad (Ahmed Nadeem)
Abdul Rehman
Rana Waleed (Rana Mohammad Walid)
Afraz

Abu Bakar
(The squad comprises 18 named players in the 
announcement, with two additional spots likely 
reserved or to be confirmed.)OfficialsHead Coach: 
Tahir Zaman
Mohammad Usman
Zeeshan Ashraf
Nadeem Lodhi
Mohammad Aslam
Adeel
Key StatementsPHF Secretary Rana Mujahid con-
firmed that players’ outstanding dues have been 
raised with the government, and all payments are 
expected to be cleared by Friday.
Head Coach Tahir Zaman noted that facing strong 
teams like Australia and Germany will be challeng-
ing, but the Pro League provides a valuable oppor-
tunity. Pakistan will play 16 matches in the league 
overall, offering excellent preparation ahead of the 
World Cup qualifiers. 
He emphasized that this is a rare chance af-

ter a long time to compete against top-ranked 
nations, ensuring solid practice for the team.
Captain Mohammad Emmad Butt said the 
players’ morale is high, things are improving, 
and he hopes the Prime Minister will provide 
further support to the national sport.Match 
Schedule (Hobart, Australia – Second Phase)
February 10, 2026: Pakistan vs Australia
February 11, 2026: Pakistan vs Germany
February 13, 2026: Pakistan vs Australia
February 14, 2026: Pakistan vs Germany
These matches form part of Pakistan’s debut 
season in the elite FIH Pro League, following 
their promotion after finishing runners-up in 
the Nations Cup. The series will be a tough 
test against higher-ranked opponents, but it 
marks a significant step in Pakistan hockey’s 
revival on the global stage. Pakistan hockey 
fans will be watching closely as the Green 
Shirts aim to build momentum for the World 
Cup qualification campaign.

PBF Launches Second Phase of 
National Boxing Talent Hunt

Our Correspondent 
 
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Boxing Federation (PBF), 
in collaboration with the Pakistan Army, has announced 
the launch of the second phase of the National Boxing 
Talent Hunt Program, with Inter-Divisional competi-
tions set to begin from January 30 across the country.
According to PBF President Lieutenant Colonel (R) 
Nasir Ijaz Tung, the first phase of the nationwide in-
itiative—conducted at the district level—has been suc-
cessfully completed in three age categories: Under-17, 
Under-19, and Under-22, for both men and women.
The second phase will feature Inter-Divisional competi-
tions in 24 cities, including Karachi, Lahore, Quetta, Pe-
shawar, Faisalabad, Islamabad, Makran, Muzaffarabad, 
and Gilgit-Baltistan. The competitions will run from 
January 30 to February 3. Nasir Tung stated that the 
National Talent Hunt Program is a landmark initiative 
aimed at identifying hidden boxing talent from every 
district of Pakistan and strengthening grassroots boxing 
through a four-tier competitive structure comprising 
District, Division, Provincial, and National levels.
The PBF President expressed gratitude to the Pakistan 
Army for its full support, noting that their cooperation 
is playing a vital role in promoting boxing and nurtur-
ing young talent across the country. He emphasized that 
the Talent Hunt Program will serve as a benchmark for 
evaluating divisional and provincial boxing structures, 

while promoting unity, merit, transparency, and long-
term reform within the sport. For the first time in Pa-
kistan’s boxing history, fully registered and operational 
divisional-level committees have been established in co-
ordination with provincial associations to ensure trans-
parent, disciplined, and professional event management.

Pakistan 
orders 
strict...
From Page 01

with any false declarations to 
be documented and reported 
immediately. “All travellers 
will undergo thermal screen-
ing and clinical assessment 
at the POE. Screening staff 
have been instructed to re-
main alert for symptoms 
including fever, headache, 
respiratory issues, and 
neurological signs such as 
confusion or drowsiness,” 
it stated. The advisory said 
that suspected cases will be 
isolated and managed accord-
ing to infection prevention 
and control (IPC) protocols, 
and referred to designated 
isolation facilities or tertiary 
care hospitals. Affected 
conveyances and surround-
ing areas will be disinfect-
ed as per approved SOPs. 

ECC 
approves...

From Page 01
wheat stock through com-
petitive bidding, with the 
objective of managing sur-
plus stocks, reducing carry-
ing and storage costs, and 
ensuring price stability in 
the domestic wheat market 
while safeguarding food 
security considerations. 
In a related decision, the 
committee approved the 
provision of 300,000 met-
ric tons of PASSCO wheat 
to the Food and Consumer 
Protection Department of 
the Government of Punjab, 
aimed at maintaining ad-
equate wheat supplies for 
flour mills, stabilizing prices 
and ensuring uninterrupted 
availability of wheat flour to 
consumers. The ECC also 
considered and approved 
funds required for clearing 
outstanding liabilities of util-
ity companies against the 
Pakistan Post Office Depart-
ment (PPOD), authorizing 
the release of Rs. 10.98 bil-
lion as a Technical Supple-
mentary Grant to address 
long-pending payables accu-
mulated over several years.

Pain-free Zverev 
blasts into Australian 

Open semi-finals
MELBOURNE: Alexander Zverev said he was playing with-
out pain for the first time in 12 months after last year’s 
runner-up crushed young American Learner Tien to blast 
into the Australian Open semi-finals on Tuesday.
Zverev sent down 24 aces in a 6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 6-1, 7-6 (7/3) 
victory and faces world number one Carlos Alcaraz or home 
hope Alex de Minaur for a place in the Melbourne final.
World number three Zverev is desperate to finally win a 
Grand Slam at age 28, having lost three major finals includ-
ing being well beaten in last year’s title decider by Jannik 
Sinner. The German’s 2025 season fell away after that, 
winning just one title in an injury-hit campaign and he also 
struggled with his mental health, taking a one-month break 
after losing in the first round at Wimbledon.
“The last 10 days I felt healthy, which is very nice, and 
pain-free, which I haven’t felt in a long time. Probably in 
12 months,” he said after dismantling Tien. “I feel like I’m 
happy on the court because I am playing pain-free and I’m 
playing a good level.” The quarter-final took place under 
a closed roof at Rod Laver Arena to fend off temperatures 
forecast to hit 45C outside. At 29 in the world, the Califor-
nian Tien was the lowest-ranked player left in the men’s 
draw. He was also the youngest at age 20 and was playing 
in the biggest match of his life, having never reached the 
last eight at a major before. In contrast, Zverev is an ex-
perienced campaigner at the deep end of Grand Slams, 
but has famously never captured one of the four biggest 
tournaments. He was also a runner-up at the US Open in 
2020 and again at the French Open in 2024. – Agencies
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NEW DELHI: Indian authorities said they had contained 
a Nipah virus outbreak after confirming two cases in the 
eastern state of West Bengal, as several Asian countries 
tightened health screenings and airport surveillance for 
travelers arriving from India India’s Health Ministry said 
Tuesday that two Nipah cases had been detected since De-
cember and that all identified contacts had been quaran-
tined and tested. The ministry did not release details about 
the patients but said 196 contacts had been traced and all 
tested negative. “The situation is under constant monitor-
ing, and all necessary public health measures are in place,” 
the ministry said. Nipah, a zoonotic virus first identified 
during a 1990s outbreak in Malaysia, spreads through 
fruit bats, pigs and human-to-human contact. There is no 
vaccine for the virus, which can cause raging fevers, con-
vulsions and vomiting. The only treatment is supportive 
care to control complications and keep patients comfort-

able. The virus has an estimated fatality rate of between 
40 percent and 75 percent, according to the WHO, making 
it far more deadly than the coronavirus. There were no re-
ported cases of the virus outside India, but several Asian 
countries introduced or reinforced screening measures at 
airports as a precaution. The safety measures were put in 
place after early media reports from India suggested a 
surge in cases, but health authorities said those figures 
were “speculative and incorrect.” Indonesia and Thai-
land increased screening at major airports, with health 
declarations, temperature checks and visual monitoring 
for arriving passengers. Thailand’s Department of Dis-
ease Control said thermal scanners had been installed 
at arrival gates for direct flights from West Bengal at 
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Airport. Myanmar’s Health 
Ministry advised against nonessential travel to West 
Bengal and urged travelers to seek immediate medi-

cal care if symptoms develop within 14 days of travel. 
It said fever surveillance introduced during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic at airports has been intensified for 
passengers arriving from India, with laboratory testing 
capacity and medical supplies readied. Vietnam’s Health 
Ministry on Tuesday urged strict food safety practices 
and directed local authorities to increase monitoring 
at border crossings, health facilities and communities, 
according to state media. China said it was strengthen-
ing disease prevention measures in border areas. State 
media reported that health authorities had begun risk 
assessments and enhanced training for medical staff, 
while increasing monitoring and testing capabilities. 
Earlier Nipah outbreaks were reported in West Ben-
gal in 2001 and 2007, while recent cases have largely 
been detected in southern Kerala state. A major out-
break in 2018 killed at least 17 people in Kerala.—APP

India contains Nipah virus outbreak, some 
Asian countries tighten health screenings

Briefs
PSX rebounds, 

gains 178 
points to close 

at 188,380 
points

ISLAMABAD: The bench-
mark KSE-100 Index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) on Wednesday re-
versed the previous ses-
sion’s losses and closed 
with a positive momentum, 
gaining 177.53 points, an 
increase of 0.09 percent, to 
close at 188,380.39 points 
compared to 188,202.86 
points on the previous trad-
ing day, according to PSX 
data. During the session, 
the ready market recorded 
a trading volume of 953.917 
million shares with a traded 
value of Rs 48.878 billion, 
against 749.247 million 
shares valuing Rs 53.061 
billion in the previous ses-
sion. Market capitalization 
increased to Rs 21.186 tril-
lion from Rs 21.147 trillion 
a day earlier. Out of 485 ac-
tive companies in the ready 
market, 182 advanced, 
253 declined, while 50 re-
mained unchanged. K-Elec-
tric Limited topped the 
volume chart with 198.692 
million shares, followed by 
Nishat Chunian Power with 
47.820 million shares and 
LSE Ventures Limited with 
35.224 million shares.
The top gainers included 
Unilever Pakistan Foods 
Limited, which rose by 
Rs 105.00 to close at Rs 
27,781.00, and Bhanero 
Textile Mills Limited, which 
increased by Rs 87.66 to 
settle at Rs 965.67.
On the losing side, PIA 
Holding Company Limited 
(B) declined by Rs 189.88 to 
close at Rs 20,579.12, while 
Supernet Technologies 
Limited fell by Rs 36.71 to 
close at Rs 1,213.46.
In the futures market, 
turnover stood at 598.304 
million shares with a trad-
ed value of Rs 37.778 bil-
lion, compared to 446.671 
million shares worth Rs 
31.687 billion in the pre-
vious session. Out of 314 
futures-market companies, 
125 recorded gains, while 
186 declined and three re-
mained unchanged.—APP

Rupee gains 01 
paisa against 

US Dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Rupee 
on Wednesday appreciated 
by 01 paisa against the US 
Dollar in interbank trading 
and closed at Rs 279.81 
compared to the previous 
day’s closing at Rs 279.82. 
According to the Forex 
Association of Pakistan 
(FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of the Dollar 
in the open market were 
recorded at Rs 280.65 
and Rs 282.3, respective-
ly. The price of the Euro 
increased by Rs3.68 to 
close at Rs 335.60 from 
the previous day’s close 
of Rs 331.92, according to 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The Japanese Yen 
went up by 03 paisa and 
closed at Rs 1.83, whereas 
the exchange rate of the 
British Pound witnessed 
an increase of Rs 3.53 
and closed at Rs 386.09 
compared to the previous 
day’s Rs 382.56. The ex-
change rate of the Emir-
ates Dirham remained 
unchanged and closed at 
Rs 76.18, while the Saudi 
Riyal declined by 02 paisa 
to close at Rs 74.60. —APP

Gold pric-
es surge Rs 

21,100 per tola
ISLAMABAD :Gold prices 
surged to an all-time high 
in the local market on 
Wednesday as the price 
of 24-karat gold per tola 
jumped by Rs21,100 to 
settle at Rs551,662.
The price of 10 grams 
of 24-karat gold also 
jumped by Rs18,090 to 
Rs472,961, while the 
price of 10 grams of 
22-karat gold rose by 
Rs16,583 to Rs433,563, 
according to the All Pa-
kistan Sarafa Gems and 
Jewellers Association.
Silver prices also wit-
nessed an upward 
trend, with the price of 
24-karat silver per tola 
increasing by Rs271 to 
Rs11,911, whereas the 
price of 10 grams of sil-
ver went up by Rs232 to 
Rs10,211.
In the internation-
al market, gold pric-
es climbed by $211 to 
reach $5,293 per ounce, 
marking a fresh record, 
while silver prices rose 
by $2.71 to $114.36 
per ounce, the associ-
ation reported.—APP

Syrian leader 
to meet 

Putin, Russia 
seeks deal on 
military bases
MOSCOW: Syrian Presi-
dent Ahmed Al-Sharaa will 
meet Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow on 
Wednesday, as the Kremlin 
seeks to secure the future of 
its military bases in the coun-
try. Putin and Sharaa struck 
a conciliatory tone at their 
previous meeting in October, 
their first since Sharaa’s re-
bel forces toppled Moscow-al-
ly Bashar Assad in 2024. But 
Russia’s continued shelter-
ing of Assad and his wife 
since their ouster remains 
a thorny issue. Sharaa has 
repeatedly pushed Russia 
for their extradition. Sharaa, 
meanwhile, has embraced 
US President Donald Trump, 
who on Tuesday praised 
the Syrian leader as “highly 
respected” and said things 
were “working out very well.” 
Putin, whose influence in the 
Middle East has waned since 
Assad’s ouster, is seeking to 
maintain Russia’s military 
footprint in the region. Rus-
sia withdrew its forces from 
the Qamishli airport in Kurd-
ish-held northeast Syria earli-
er this week, leaving it with 
only the Hmeimim air base 
and Tartus naval base on Syr-
ia’s Mediterranean coast — its 
only military outposts outside 
the former Soviet Union. “A 
discussion is planned on the 
status of bilateral relations and 
prospects for developing them 
in various fields, as well as the 
current situation in the Middle 
East,” the Kremlin said of the 
upcoming meeting in a state-
ment on Tuesday.—APP

Energy 
independence, 
transition take 
center stage at 

India
NEW DELHI: Thousands 
of top industry executives, 
innovators and policymakers 
are gathered in Goa for India 
Energy Week 2026, where 
they are discussing global 
energy transition technol-
ogies, including hydrogen 
and future fuels Organized 
under the patronage of In-
dia’s Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, the event 
opened on Tuesday and will 
run through Jan. 30, featur-
ing 10 country pavilions and 
exhibitions by more than 700 
local and international indus-
try players. The organizers 
expect 75,000 people to visit 
the venue at the ONGC Ad-
vanced Training Institute in 
Goa — a petroleum industry 
training campus operated by 
Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration, India’s largest state 
owned oil and gas compa-
ny. In his opening remarks, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced investment 
opportunities of up to $500 
billion in oil and gas explo-
ration, refining, and ener-
gy infrastructure. “We are 
doing reforms to empower 
domestic hydrocarbons and 
are creating a transparent 
and investor-friendly environ-
ment for global collaboration. 
India is now working on the 
mission of energy independ-
ence, moving beyond energy 
security,” he said.
“We are striving to take in-
vestment in our oil and gas 
sector to $100 billion by the 
end of this decade.—APP

Backlash as 
Australia kills 
dingoes after 
backpacker 

death
SYDNEY: Australian authori-
ties have sparked a backlash 
by killing a group of dingoes 
linked to the death of a young 
Canadian woman on an island 
in the country’s east. The 
Queensland government said 
six animals were put down 
after 19-year-old backpacker 
Piper James’s body was found 
on January 19 at a beach on 
the World Heritage-listed 
island of K’gari. The eutha-
nization program has stirred 
debate about how to manage 
the local population of din-
goes, a sandy-colored canine 
believed to have first arrived 
in Australia 4,000 to 5,000 
years ago. An autopsy con-
ducted on James’ body found 
evidence “consistent with 
drowning” but also detected 
injuries corresponding to 
dingo bites. “Pre-mortem 
dingo bite marks are not like-
ly to have caused immediate 
death,” said a spokesperson 
for the Coroners Court of 
Queensland. The coroner’s 
investigation into the cause 
of death was expected to 
take several weeks. In re-
sponse, the Queensland 
government said a pack of 
10 dingoes involved would 
be euthanized after rangers 
had observed some “ag-
gressive behavior.—APP

Govt assures adequate wheat 
stocks across all provinces

dna

ISLAMABAD :Minister for Na-
tional Food Security and Re-
search Rana Tanveer Hussain on 
Wednesday chaired meeting of 
National Wheat Oversight Com-
mittee to review the overall wheat 
situation in the country The meet-
ing also discussed wheat procure-
ment plan for the crop season 
2026, availability of current wheat 
stocks, inter-provincial coordina-
tion, and market stability.
The meeting was attended by rep-

resentatives from all provinces 
and relevant federal departments, 
said a press release. The commit-
tee reviewed the wheat supply 
position across the country and 
expressed satisfaction over the 
availability of sufficient stocks 
to meet national wheat require-
ments for the current food year. 
It was categorically stated that 
there is no shortage of wheat 
and that adequate arrangements 
are in place to ensure smooth 
availability of wheat until the up-
coming harvesting season. The 
committee discussed provincial 

procurement strategies and em-
phasized the importance of pro-
tecting farmers from exploitation. 
Provinces briefed the meeting 
on measures being taken to en-
sure that farmers receive fair 
economic returns, particularly 
through effective monitoring and 
implementation at the district lev-
el. The role of the private sector 
in wheat procurement was also 
reviewed, with assurances that 
regulatory mechanisms are being 
enforced to safeguard farmers’ 
interests. Inter-provincial coor-
dination was a key focus of the 

meeting. The Minister directed 
that procurement arrangements 
be facilitated through coopera-
tive mechanisms among prov-
inces, including allocation of 
suitable procurement areas to 
ensure efficiency and ease of op-
erations. These measures aim to 
strengthen national food securi-
ty through collective planning 
and coordination. The meeting 
also reviewed the progress of 
wheat sowing for the current 
Rabi season 2025-26. Provinces 
reported encouraging trends, re-
flecting farmers’ confidence and 

improved agricultural practices. 
Based on current indicators, ag-
ricultural growth is expected to 
remain strong during the ongoing 
year. Concluding the meeting, the 
Federal Minister reaffirmed the 
government’s commitment to 
ensure food security, stabilizing 
wheat markets, protecting farm-
ers, and maintaining sufficient 
strategic reserves. All  provinces 
assured the committee that ad-
equate stocks are available and 
that proactive steps have been 
taken to prevent any disruption in 
wheat supply.
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Philippines steps up 
security at newly found gas 
field near South China Sea

MANILA: The Philippine military and coastguard have stepped up security around a newly announced natural gas dis-
covery, Malampaya East-1, off the island of Palawan, bordering the disputed South China Sea The undersea reservoir 
is estimated to contain about 2.8 billion cubic meters (98 billion cubic feet) of gas, enough to power about 5.7 million 
households per year. It was discovered around 5 km east of the main Malampaya gas field, the Philippines’ most important 
natural gas field, which supplies fuel to major power plants on the main island of Luzon and was projected to decline con-
siderably in a few years. “Malampaya is not just an installation, it is a lifeline of our energy security,” Col. Francel Padilla, 
spokesperson of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, told reporters late on Tuesday. “When we protect Malampaya, we 
are not only defending our territory. We are protecting the nation’s power source, economy, and future.” A joint task 
force commanded by the AFP will conduct “continuous monitoring, readiness and presence to ensure that no (hos-
tile) force will disrupt our critical infrastructure,” she added. The new gas field discovery comes as the Philippines 
faces a growing Chinese presence in the South China Sea in recent years, with their coast guards and navy ships 
having been involved in a series of tense incidents. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered the Philippine Coast 
Guard to “keep a tight watch” over Malampaya to secure the country’s energy resources, Presidential Communica-
tions Office Undersecretary and Palace Press Officer Claire Castro said during a press briefing last week. The PCG 
has since announced the deployment of its 97-meter offshore patrol vessel to secure Malampaya East, along with two 
44-meter patrol vessels and aerial assets. Malampaya East-1 lies within the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone, 
a 370 km stretch of water from the country’s coastline, where Manila has exclusive rights to explore and harness 
resources under the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. It is located near the disputed waters of the South 
China Sea, a strategic waterway and resource-rich area where the Philippines, China and several other countries 
have overlapping claims. Beijing has continued to maintain its expansive claims of the area, despite a 2016 interna-
tional tribunal ruling that China’s historical assertion to it had no basis.—APP

EU top diplomat 
urges ‘more 

European’ NATO as 
Trump upends ties

BRUSELS: Europe must step up efforts on defense and 
play a bigger role in NATO as US President Donald Trump 
has “shaken the transatlantic relationship to its founda-
tion,” EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas said Wednesday.
“Let me be clear: we want strong transatlantic ties. The US 
will remain Europe’s partner and ally. But Europe needs 
to adapt to the new realities. Europe is no longer Wash-
ington’s primary center of gravity,” Kallas told a defense 
conference in Brussels “This shift has been ongoing for a 
while. It is structural, not temporary. It means that Europe 
must step up — no great power in history has outsourced 
its survival and survived.” Trump rocked European allies 
this month by threatening to seize Greenland from NATO 
and EU member Denmark — before eventually backing off. 
The crisis — the latest to buffet ties since his return to 
power a year ago — has reinforced calls for the continent to 
cut its decades-long reliance on NATO’s dominant military 
superpower for protection. Kallas remained clear-eyed that 
NATO remains the bedrock of European security. She said 
EU efforts should “remain complementary” to those of the 
alliance, but insisted Europe needed to play a bigger role. 
“Especially now, as the US is setting its sights beyond Eu-
rope, NATO needs to become more European to maintain 
its strength,” she said. “For this, Europe must act.” Euro-
pean countries have already ramped up defense budgets 
since Russia invaded Ukraine four years ago, and agreed 
last year to massively hike NATO’s spending target under 
pressure from Trump.  —APP

Israel plans large camp for 
Palestinians in southern Gaza

JERUSALEM: Israel has cleared land 
in southern Gaza for the construction 
of a camp for Palestinians potentially 
equipped with surveillance and fa-
cial recognition technology at its en-
trance, a retired Israeli general who 
advises the military said on Tuesday.
Retired reservist Brig.-General Amir 
Avivi told Reuters in an interview that 
the camp would be built in an area 
of Rafah cleared of tunnels built by 
Hamas, with entry and exit tracked 
by Israeli personnel. Avivi is founder 
of the influential Israel Defense and 
Security Forum, a group representing 
thousands of Israeli military reserv-
ists. He does not speak on behalf of Is-
rael’s military, which declined to com-
ment. The Israeli prime minister’s 
office did not immediately provide 
comment on any plans to build a camp 
in Rafah. Avivi said the camp would be 
used to house Palestinians who wish 
to leave Gaza and cross into Egypt as 
well as those who wish to stay. His 
comments come as Israel prepares 
for a “limited reopening” of Gaza’s 
Rafah border crossing with Egypt, a 
key requirement under US President 
Donald Trump’s plan to end the Gaza 
war. Sources told Reuters this month 
that Israel wants to ensure more Pal-
estinians leave Gaza than are allowed 
in. Israeli officials have spoken in the 

past about encouraging Gazans to em-
igrate, though they deny intending ⁠to 
transfer the population out by force 
— a highly sensitive issue for Palestin-
ians. “There are no Gazans, almost at 
all, in Rafah,” Avivi said. The area fell 
under complete Israeli military con-
trol following an October Israel-Ha-
mas ceasefire, and most Palestinians 
fled for areas held by Hamas. “You 
need to build infrastructure in Rafah 
that can host them, and then they can 
choose if they want to go or not,” Avivi 
said. He said the structure would like-
ly be “a big, organized camp” capable 
of hosting hundreds of thousands of 
people that could enforce ID checks 
including facial recognition. In July, 
Israel’s Defense Minister Israel Katz 
told Israeli media that he had ordered 
troops to prepare a camp in Rafah 
to house Gaza’s population. Officials 
have not spoken publicly about such 
plans since then. Ismail Al-Thawabta, 
head ⁠of the Hamas-run Gaza govern-
ment media office, told Reuters in a 
statement that the idea amounted to 
cover for “forced displacement.” Pal-
estinians in Gaza, shattered by two 
years of Israeli attacks in the enclave, 
have long faced restrictions on their 
movement and monitoring of their 
online activity and phone calls by Is-
raeli surveillance agencies. Nearly all 

of Gaza’s 2 million people have been 
forced into a narrow coastal strip from 
which Israeli forces withdrew under 
the ceasefire and where Hamas has 
retained control. Trump’s plan for 
Gaza, now in its second phase, calls 
for Gaza’s reconstruction to start in 
Rafah and for Hamas to lay down its 
arms in exchange for further Israeli 
troop withdrawals from the territory. 
Avivi said Israel’s military was prepar-
ing for a new offensive against Hamas 
if it refuses to give up its weapons. This 
could include relaunching attacks on 
Gaza City, the enclave’s largest. The 
camp in Gaza could be used to house 
Palestinians fleeing a renewed Israeli 
assault, Avivi said. “Plans are set. The 
army is ready to get the command 
from the government, from the cabi-
net to renew its maneuvers in Gaza,” 
Avivi said. Israel’s military says it has 
continued to carry out operations in 
Gaza since ⁠the ceasefire to thwart 
what it describes as planned attacks 
by militants and destroy Hamas’ tun-
nel network under Gaza. Israeli at-
tacks since the ceasefire have killed 
more than 480 Palestinians in Gaza, 
health authorities there say, while the 
military says four soldiers have been 
killed in militant attacks. Avi Dichter, 
a minister in Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s cabinet.—APP

Rubio to warn 
Venezuela leader of 

Maduro’s fate if defiant
WASHINGTON: Secretary of State Marco Rubio was ex-
pected to warn Wednesday that oil-rich Venezuela’s leader 
will suffer the fate of US-deposed predecessor Nicolas Maduro 
if she fails to comply with US wishes. Delcy Rodriguez, who 
was vice president and now acting president, “is well aware 
of the fate of Maduro,” Rubio would tell the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, according to prepared testimony. “It is 
our belief that her own self-interest aligns with advancing our 
key objectives,” Rubio was to say. “Make no mistake, as the 
president has stated, we are prepared to use force to ensure 
maximum cooperation if other methods fail,” he said in the 
prepared testimony, referring to President Donald Trump. Ru-
bio, a former senator, agreed to testify before the committee 
after weeks of Democrats accusing the Trump administration 
of both deceiving lawmakers and exceeding its authority by 
using force. US commandoes raided Caracas on January 3 and 
seized Maduro, a longtime leftist nemesis of Washington, and 
his wife, Cilia Flores. The couple were flown to New York to 
stand trial on US-issued charges of drug trafficking, which they 
deny. Rubio in his prepared testimony staunchly defended the 
operation, saying the United States “arrested two narcotraf-
fickers” and called Maduro “an indicted drug trafficker, not 
a legal head of state.” “All of this was accomplished without 
the loss of a single American life, or an ongoing military 
occupation,” Rubio said.—APP
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Governor Kundi 
blames ‘barrage of 
statements’ by KP  

govt for Tirah exodus
Fiaz Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal Ka-
rim Kundi on Wednesday blamed statements by the PTI-
led provincial government for the recent evacuation of 
residents from Tirah Valley in Khyber district.
The federal and provincial governments have recently 
traded barbs over who authorised the evacuation process 
after hundreds of Tirah residents vacated their homes 
ahead of a planned military action against terrorists.
Speaking to reporters in Khyber’s Bara tehsil — where 
families displaced from Tirah have arrived — Kundi noted 
that while there is usually around 20 per cent “migration” 

during winters, it was 50 to 60pc this year.
“It is 50 to 60pc this time because statements were 
repeatedly made that perhaps an operation will be 
conducted in Tirah, so people vacated.” “In my opin-
ion, people are suffering today due to the failure and 
weakness of our province’s government.” The gover-
nor noted that the KP government issued a “barrage 
of statements and compelled these people to leave 
the area,” adding that the residents realised the situ-
ation was different when they reached Bara.
He noted that, usually, people do not live in “tent villag-
es” after evacuating during winters, but stay in the homes 
of host families Kundi stressed that whenever a military 
operation is planned, official statements are issued and 
necessary preparations are made. KP Opposition Leader 
Ibadullah Khan, who belongs to the PML-N, also accompa-
nied the governor on his visit to Bara. Speaking to report-
ers alongside Kundi, Ibadullah said their Bara visit aimed 
to meet the people who had come from Tirah and “see 
the ground situation” and the issues faced by the area res-
idents. “This is our duty, these are our people,” he said.
“Unfortunately, the person who has government in this 
province is playing politics on everything,” the PML-N 
MPA said, referring to KP Chief Minister Sohail Afridi.

Saifullah Ansar

Islamabad: Renowned Japanese development econo-
mist and a former visiting fellow at the Bangladesh In-
stitute of Development Studies, from Ritsumeikan Asia 
Pacific University, Japan, Prof. Yamagata Tatsufumi at the 
special guest lecture on Bangladesh’s development tra-
jectory highlighted that the country has effectively tran-
sitioned from a typical South Asian economy to an East 
Asian powerhouse by adopting a high-intensity industrial 
development model that offers important lessons for Pa-
kistan and other South Asian countries.
The distinguished guest lecture titled “Bangladesh as an 
East Asian Country: Its Pattern of Industrial Develop-
ment”, co-hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) and the Embassy of Japan, was attended 
by participants online and brought together policymak-
ers, researchers and development practitioners to dis-
cuss regional industrialization, export competitiveness 
and labor-intensive growth. Opening the session, Dr. Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director SDPI, said that Bang-
ladesh’s development experience is particularly relevant 
for Pakistan due to strong similarities in natural resource 

endowments and economic structure. He noted that Bang-
ladesh’s strategic shift towards an East Asian development 
model helped expand its export share and significantly in-
crease women’s participation in the workforce.
Dr. Suleri observed that Pakistan and Bangladesh were once 
competitors in sectors such as bicycle exports, but Bangladesh 
has since captured a substantial share of that market. He de-
scribed the Japanese expert’s perspective on Bangladesh’s eco-
nomic transformation as eye-opening for South Asian countries 
and in line with SDPI’s mandate to promote evidence-based 
policymaking. In his lecture, Prof. Yamagata argued that while 
Bangladesh is geographically a South Asian country, its develop-
ment pattern increasingly resembles that of East Asia. 
He amid drawing on his experience as a visiting fellow at the 
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies, challenged the 
race to the bottom argument that attributes the growth of Bang-
ladesh’s apparel exports solely to labor exploitation. Instead, 
he described the ready-made garments sector as a window for 
diversification and a foundation for broader industrial develop-
ment. He said Bangladesh serves as a natural reference 
point for Pakistan, noting historical complementari-
ties along the textile value chain, where Pakistan has 
strength in upstream segments while Bangladesh has 
built competitiveness in downstream manufacturing. 

Bangladesh’s ‘East Asian Model’ 
outperforms peers in exports

Briefs
DPM Dar for 
enhanced 

engagement 
with UN 

bodies on 
IT sector

DNA
I S L A M A B A D : D e p u t y 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar 
on Wednesday stressed the 
need to enhance Pakistan’s 
engagement with UN bod-
ies dealing with information 
technology and telecommu-
nications through a coordi-
nated approach among all 
stakeholders. He was chair-
ing a meeting to review 
Pakistan’s presence and 
role in multilateral forums 
related to the information 
technology and telecommu-
nications sectors. 
The meeting was attended 
by Minister for IT Shaza Fa-
tima Khawaja, SAPM Tariq 
Bajwa, Foreign Secretary 
Ambassador Amna Baloch, 
Secretary IT, Pakistan Per-
manent Representative 
to the UN in Geneva, and 
other senior officials from 
relevant departments.

Gul plaza 
toll rises 

to 79
Bureau Report

KARACHI: Karachi’s Com-
missioner Syed Hassan Naq-
vi has finalised the investiga-
tive report on the devastating 
Gul Plaza fire, which will be 
submitted to Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah, 
which revealed that 79 lives 
were lost in the tragedy, 
sources told Geo News. The 
committee, comprising the 
commissioner and Additional 
IG, compiled the report, the 
sources said on Wednesday.
Karachi’s largest fire in 
more than a decade broke 
out on January 17 and 
quickly spread through the 
sprawling shopping com-
plex, famous for its 1,200 
family-owned stores sell-
ing wedding clothes, toys, 
crockery, and other goods.
According to sources, the re-
port details the causes of the 
fire, actions taken by the fire 
brigade, rescue operations, 
and relief efforts. It also in-
corporates information from 
victims, eyewitnesses, and 
rescue officials. The blaze 
broke out at 10:15pm on 
January 17, with the fire bri-
gade informed at 10:26pm. 
The first fire tender arrived 
on the scene within 11 
minutes, at 10:37pm, while 
the Deputy Commissioner 
South reached at 10:30pm 
and Rescue 1122 personnel 
arrived at 10:53pm.
Investigators found that 
the fire originated at a 
flower shop on the ground 
floor, caused by a child, 
and spread rapidly through 
air-conditioning (AC) ducts 
to other parts of the build-
ing. The tragic incident 
claimed 79 lives, with the 
majority of fatalities occur-
ring on the mezzanine floor.
Meanwhile, the search op-
eration of the deadly shop-
ping centre fire culminated 
after 10 days of arduous res-
cue and relief efforts, and 
the scorched shopping cen-
tre was sealed on Tuesday.

India’s 
Maharashtra 

deputy 
CM dies 

DNA
NEW DELHI: The deputy 
chief minister of India’s 
Maharashtra died in a plane 
crash on Wednesday morn-
ing along with four others, 
NDTV reported. The plane 
carrying Ajit Pawar, Nation-
alist Congress Party chief, 
was traveling from Mumbai 
and attempted an emer-
gency landing in his family 
stronghold of Baramati, 250 
km (155 miles) away, where 
he was scheduled to cam-
paign in the elections
With four others on 
board, the deputy chief 
minister was travelling in 
a privately operated char-
tered plane, according to 
Indian media reports.
Pawar’s personal securi-
ty officer and an assistant 
were also on board along 
with two crew members 
at the time of the crash, 
the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
said in a statement.

FCCP hears 
election 
matter  

in PB-21
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Constitutional Court of 
Pakistan (FCCP) has ad-
journed the hearing of an 
election challenge related 
to Balochistan Provincial 
Assembly constituency PB-
21 until Thursday, January 
29. The case was heard on 
Wednesday by a three-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief 
Justice of the Federal Con-
stitutional Court of Pakistan, 
Justice Ameen-ud-Din Khan, 
and comprising Justice Ali 
Baqar Najafi and Justice Syed 
Arshad Hussain Shah.
During the proceedings, 
Khawaja Harris, counsel for 
Saleh Bhootani, argued that 
Form 47 is still available on 
the Election Commission of 
Pakistan’s website, accord-
ing to which Saleh Bhootani 
secured 30,910 votes and 
stood first, while Ali Hassan 
Zehri obtained 17,000 votes.
Khawaja Haris contended 
that following a recount re-
quested by Ali Hassan Zehri, 
13,507 votes cast in favor 
of Saleh Bhootani were de-
clared invalid, even though 
the recount request was 
based only on suspicions. He 
further stated that law and 
order deteriorated after poll-
ing ended on election day, 
leading to clashes and road 
blockages. FIRs were regis-
tered over these incidents, 
but charge sheets have not 
yet been submitted. He also 
noted that the Returning Of-
ficer had formally informed 
the Election Commission 
about the situation.
Chief Justice Ameen-ud-
Din Khan inquired about 
the legal procedure for 
recounting under the Elec-
tion Act if the allegations 
are proven. In response, 
Khawaja Haris said a re-
count is permissible and 
claimed that the recount 
resulted in an additional 
10,577 votes, with total 
votes rising from 76,000 in 
the initial count to 87,000 
after the recount.
After the completion 
of arguments by Saleh 
Bhootani’s counsel, Ali Has-
san Zehri’s lawyer, Farooq 
H. Naek, began his submis-
sions, stating that the case 
concerns 39 polling sta-
tions. He said that the Elec-
tion Commission had initial-
ly ordered re-polling on the 
recount request, which was 
challenged by both parties 
before the Supreme Court. 
According to Farooq H. 
Naek, the Supreme Court 
subsequently ordered a 
recount at the request of 
both parties. He will con-
tinue his remaining argu-
ments at the next hearing.

Govt taking steps to eradicate
polio disease from Pakistan: PM
The prime minister also directed the federal health ministry to formulate 
recommendations, in coordination with all relevant institutions, for public 

awareness and the supply of vaccines related to polio eradication
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday emphasized 
that the government was taking practical 
steps through a comprehensive strategy 
and an effective team to completely elim-
inate Polio disease from Pakistan at the 
earliest. He was talking to President 
Global Development Gates Foundation 
Dr. Chris Elias who along with his delega-
tion called on him at the PM House. 
The prime minister expressed the govern-
ment’ resolve that Pakistan will continue 
its efforts, with the support of trusted 
partners like the Gates Foundation, until 
the complete eradication of polio from the 
country. “The invaluable services of Bill 
Gates for the eradication of polio from Pa-
kistan will always be remembered,” he said 
adding Pakistan was deeply grateful for the 
cooperation of Bill Gates and brotherly 
Muslim countries, particularly Saudi Ara-
bia, in efforts to eradicate polio.
Despite significant success in the ongoing 
fight against the disease, the prime min-
ister noted that further urgent measures 
were indispensable. He said the federal 
government was working in full coordina-
tion with the provinces to ensure access for 
polio teams across the country adding that 
relevant projects under the Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP) for the 
anti-polio campaign will be continued.
The prime minister also directed the 
federal health ministry to formulate rec-
ommendations, in coordination with all 
relevant institutions, for public aware-
ness and the supply of vaccines related 

to polio eradication. Gates Foundation 
President for Global Development Chris 
Elias said the Foundation highly appreci-
ates the prime minister’s personal atten-
tion to polio eradication and the effective 
practical measures taken in this regard. 
“Pakistan is taking effective steps towards 
the complete eradication of polio and is 
moving steadily towards success”, he said.
Chris Elias emphasized that constructive 
consultations on polio eradication will 
continue with the federal and provincial 
governments and relevant institutions in 
Pakistan. “Effective and commendable 
measures have been taken to eliminate the 
environmental presence of the polio virus 
in Pakistan and to ensure access for polio 

teams in all areas,” he added.
Director Polio Kathy Neuzil, and Deputy 
Director Polio Michael Galway were part of 
the visiting delegation.
Gates Foundation President for Global De-
velopment Chris Elias expressed full con-
fidence in Pakistan’s successfully ongoing 
anti-polio campaign.  He also conveyed best 
wishes to the prime minister on behalf of 
Bill Gates. He further expressed hope that, 
as a result of the ongoing measures, Paki-
stan would soon achieve the milestone of 
complete eradication of the disease.
Minister for Planning and Development Ah-
san Iqbal, Minister for Health Syed Mustafa 
Kamal, the Prime Minister’s Focal Person 
for Polio Eradication Ayesha Raza Farooq, 

and other senior government officials were 
also present at the meeting.
On the occasion, Minister Ahsan Iqbal 
briefed the delegation on the initiatives be-
ing undertaken under the PSDP for polio 
eradication. Health Minister Syed Mustafa 
Kamal thanked the prime minister for his 
leadership and the Bill Gates team for their 
support, reiterating the government’s re-
solve to continue these efforts in an even 
more effective manner. Ayesha Raza Fa-
rooq, also briefed the participants on ongo-
ing anti-polio initiatives across all provinces 
and cities. PM Shehbaz Sharif congratulat-
ed Gates Foundation Director for Polio, Dr. 
Kathy Neuzil, on her recent appointment 
and extended his best wishes to her.
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FBR eyes Rs150-200bn 
super tax collection  
in current quarter

FBR's estimatation increased following Federal 
Constitutional Court's decision declaring super tax valid

dna

ISLAMABAD: Following the Federal Constitutional 
Court's ruling upholding the Super Tax, the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) is preparing to collect an es-
timated Rs150–200 billion in the current quarter (Jan-
uary–March) to help bridge the revenue shortfall. FBR 
officials are awaiting the official written verdict from the 
apex court, expected to be received today (Wednesday). 
With just two working days remaining, the tax authori-
ties aim to mobilize Rs50–60bn to achieve the January 
2026 tax target of Rs1,031bn, The News reported.
"We have informed the IMF of the collection of Rs200bn 
through Super Tax in the aftermath of the decision from 
the apex court. Although, the pending liability has been 
worked out at Rs300bn, for all practical purposes, the 
expected recovery will be hovering around Rs150 to Rs-
200bn," top official sources confirmed to The News.
"The FBR plans to secure this amount within the ongo-
ing quarter of the current fiscal year to minimise reve-

nue shortfall." Under the existing structure, Super Tax is 
imposed at rates ranging from 1% to 10%, depending on 
annual profits. Companies earning between Rs150 million 
and Rs200m annually are subject to a 1% Super Tax, while 
profits of up to Rs250m attract a 1.5% rate.
Profits up to Rs300m are taxed at 2.5%, up to Rs350m 
at 3.5 %, up to Rs400m at 5.5%, up to Rs500m at 7.5%, 
and profits above that threshold face a Super Tax of 
up to 10%. The tax applies mainly to large companies, 
banks and other highly profitable sectors. In the first 
six months (July-Dec) period, the FBR has collected Rs-
6161bn, facing a revenue shortfall of Rs329bn in achiev-
ing the target agreed with the IMF.
For the end of March 2026, the FBR and the IMF have 
agreed on a collection of Rs9,917bn; the FBR requires 
a collection of Rs3,756bn in the January to March peri-
od to achieve the fixed target. The Ministry of Finance 
has issued budget strategy guidelines to the FBR, di-
recting that any revenue shortfall be addressed through 
improved tax collection rather than new taxation meas-
ures, with no additional taxes to be imposed.

World Bank 
forecasts 3.2% GDP 

growth in FY26
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank (WB) has projected Paki-
stan’s GDP growth rate at 3% for the current fiscal year, 
down from official estimates of 4.2%, The News reported 
on Wednesday. The Global Economic Prospects released 
by the WB says that in Pakistan, growth rate is expected to 
remain at 3% in FY2025/26 (July 2025 to June 2026) and 
then increase to 3.4% in FY2026/27, with a recovery of ag-
ricultural production and reconstruction following a series 
of floods in 2025. According to the report, another upside 
risk is a further commitment to implementing growth-en-
hancing structural reforms.  In Morocco and Pakistan, 
the implementation of deeper-than-anticipated regulato-
ry reforms to promote private sector activity could boost 
growth, reduce informality and create jobs. In Pakistan, a 
relaxation of import restrictions and an expansion of bank 
credit, stemming partly from easing financial conditions, 
have contributed to the strengthening of activity, particu-
larly in the industrial sector.  Among oil importers, cur-
rent account balances have improved in Morocco, Pakistan 
and Tunisia, partly because of increases in remittances 
and tourism revenues. In several oil-importing countries, 
particularly Pakistan and Tunisia, further increases in US 
tariffs could lead to notable declines in exports.


